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GENERAL PROGRAMME

The Communist Party of China is the vanguard of the
Chinese working class, the highest form of ils class or-
ganization. The aim of the Party is the achievement of
socialism and communism in China.

The Communist Party of China takes Marxism-
Leninism as its guide to action. Only Marxism-Leninism
correctly sets forth the laws of development of society and
correctly charts the path leading to the achievement of
socialism and communism. The Party adheres to the
Marxist-Leninist world outlook of dialectical and historical
materialism, and opposes the world outlook of idealism and
metaphysics. Marxism-Leninism is not a dogma, but a
guide to action. It demands that in striving to build so-
cialism and communism we should proceed from reality,
apply the principles of Marxism-Leninism in a flexible and
creative way for the solution of various problems arising
out of the actual struggle, and thus continuously develop
the theory of Marxism-Leninism. Consequently, the Party
in its activities upholds the principle of integrating the
universal truths of Marxism-Leninism with the actual
practice of China’s revolutionary struggle, and combats all
doctrinaire or empiricist deviations.

In the year 1949, after long years of revolutionary strug-
gle and revolutionary wars, the Communist Party of
China and the people of the whole country overthrew the
rule of imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat-capitalism
and founded the People’s Republic of China-—a people’s
democratic dictatorship led by the working class and based
on the alliance of workers and peasants. Following this,
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the Party led the masses of the people in accomplishing
the task of the democratic revolution in most parts of the
country and achieving great successes in the struggle for
the establishment of a socialist society. During the period
of transition from the founding of the People’s Republic
of China to the attainment of a socialist society, the funda-
mental task of the Party is to complete, step by step, the
socialist transformation of agriculture, handicrafts and
capitalist industry and commerce and to bring about, step
by step, the industrialization of the country.

A decisive victory in every field has already been attained
in the socialist transformation of our country. It is the task
of the Communist Party of China by continuously adopting
correct methods to transform what now remains of capi-
talist ownership into ownership by the whole people, trans-
form what remains of individual ownership by working
people into collective ownership by the working masses,
uproot the system of exploitation and remove all the causes
that give rise to such a system. In the process of building
up a socialist society, the principle “from each according
to his ability, to each according to his work” should be
brought into effect step by step; and all former exploiters
should be reformed in a peaceful manner to become work-
ing people living by their own labour. The Party must
continue to pay attention to the elimination of capitalist
factors and influence in the economic, political and ideo-
logical fields, and make determined efforts to mobilize and
unite all the positive forces throughout the country that
can be mobilized and united for the purpose of winning a
complete victory for the great cause of socialism.

The victory of the socialist revolution has opened up
illimitable possibilities for the gigantic development of the
productive forces of society. It is the task of the Com-
munist Party of China to develop the national economy in
a planned way to bring about as rapidly as possible the
industrialization of the country, and to effect the techno-
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logical transformation of the national economy in a planned,
systematic way so that China may possess a power-
ful modernized industry, a modernized agriculture, mod-
ernized communications and transport and a modernized
national defence. In order to achieve industrialization and
bring about a continuous growth of the national economy,
priority must be given to the development c?f heavy in-
dustry, and at the same time a due proportion must be
maintained between heavy industry and light industry, and
between industry as a whole and agriculture. The Par'fy
must do everything possible to stimulate the progress in
China’s science, culture and technology so as to catch up
with the world’s advanced levels in these fields. The basic
object of all Party work is to satisfy to the maximum ex-
tent the material and cultural needs of the people. There-
fore, it is necessary that the living conditions of the people
should, on the basis of increased production, gradually and
continually improve. This is also a requisite for enhanc-
ing the people’s enthusiasm for production. .
Our country is a multi-national state. Because of his-
torical reasons, the development of many of the national
minorities has been hindered. The Communist Party of
China must make special efforts to raise the status of the
national minorities, help them to attain self-government,
endeavour to train cadres from among the national mi-
norities, accelerate their economic and cultural advance,
bring about complete equality between all the nationalities
and strengthen the unity and fraternal relations among
them. Social reforms among the nationalities must be car-
ried out by the respective nationalities themselves in accord-
ance with their own wishes, and by taking steps in conform-
ity with their special characteristics. The Party opposes all
tendencies to great-nation chauvinism and local nation-
alism, both of which hamper the unity of nationalities.
Special attention must be paid to the prevention and cor-
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rection of tendencies of great-Hanism on the part of Party
members and government workers of Han nationality,

The Communist Party of China must work untiringly to
consolidate China’s people’s democratic dictatorship, which
is the guarantee for the success of the socialist cause in
China. The Party must fight for a fuller development of
the democratic life of the nation and strive for the constant
improvement of its democratic institutions. The Party
must work in every way to fortify the fraternal alliance of
workers and peasants, to consolidate the united front of all
patriotic forces and to strengthen its lasting co-operation
with the other democratic parties as well as democrats
without party affiliations. Since the imperialists and
counter-revolutionary remnants are bent on undermining
the cause of the Chinese people, it is imperative for the
Party to heighten its revolutionary vigilance and wage
severe struggles against those forces which endanger our
country’s independence and security and those elements
who try to wreck socialist construction in our country.
The Party must work together with the people of the whole
country to bring about the liberation of Taiwan.

The Communist Party of China advocates a foreign policy
directed to the safeguarding of world peace and the
achievement of peaceful co-existence between countries
with different systems. The Party stands for the estab-
lishment and development of diplomatic, economic and cul-
tural relations between China and other countries of the
world and for the broadening and strengthening of friendly
relations between the Chinese people and the peoples of
all other countries of the world. The Party is resolutely
opposed to any act of aggression against China by im-
perialist countries and to any imperialist plans for a new
war; it supports all efforts made by the peoples and gov-
ernments of other countries to uphold peace and promote
friendly relations between nations and expresses its
sympathy for all struggles in the world against imperialism
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and colonialism. The Party endeavours to develo;? ar'Ad
strengthen China’s friendship with all cher countries in
the camp of peace, democracy and socialism he'aaded .by t.he
Soviet Union, to strengthen the international}st solidarity
of the proletariat and to learn from the experiences of the
world communist movement. It supports the struggle of
the communists, progressives and the labouring people of
the whole world for the progress of mankind, and edt.lcates
its members and the Chinese people in the spiri‘f of inter-
nationalism, as expressed in the slogan “Proletarians of all
lands, unite!” .

The Communist Party of China puts into practice .all 'Fhat
it advocates through the activity of the Party organizations
and membership among the masses and through th.e con-
scientious efforts made by the people under its guidance.
For this reason it is necessary to constantly develop the
tradition of following the mass line in 1?arty work. Whet}}—
er the Party is able to continue to give correct leadershl.p
depends on whether or not the Party will, through ana}lysm
and synthesis, systematically summarize t}}e experience
and opinions of the masses, turn the resulting ideas 1nt’o
the policy of the Party and then, as a result of the Party’s
propaganda and organizational work among the masses,
transform it into the views and action of the masses them-
selves, testing the correctness of Party policy, anc? §upp1e-
menting and revising it in the course of mass act1v1'§y. It
is the duty of the Party leadership to ensure that in the
endless repetition of this process of ‘“‘coming from the:
masses and going back to the masses” the Party members
level of understanding and that of the masses of the people
are continually raised and the cause of the Party. and the
people is constantly advanced. The Party and its mem-
bers must, therefore, maintain close and extensive ties with
the workers, peasants, intellectuals and other patriots and
strive constantly to make such ties ever stronger and more
widespread. Every Party member must understand that the
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interests of the Party and those of the people are one, and
responsibility to the Party and responsibility to the people
are identical. Every Party member must whole-heartedly
serve the people, constantly consult them, pay heed to their
opinions, concern himself with their well-being and strive
to help realize their wishes. Now that the Communist
Party of China is a party in power, it must especially con-
duct itself with modesty and prudence, guard against self-
conceit and impatience, and make the maximum effort in
every Party organization, state organ and economic
unit to combat any bureaucratic practice which estranges
the masses or leads to isolation from the realities of life.
The organizational principle of the Communist Party of
China is democratic centralism, which means centralism
on the basis of democracy and democracy under centralized
guidance. The Party must take effective measures to
promote inner-Party democracy, encourage the initiative
and creative ability of all Party members and of all local
and primary Party organizations and strengthen the lively
contact between the higher and lower Party organizations.
Only in this way can the Party effectively extend and
strengthen its ties with the masses of the people, give cor-
rect and timely leadership and adapt itself flexibly to
various concrete conditions and local characteristics. And
only in this way can Party life be invigorated and the
cause of the Party advance on an ever wider scale and
at an ever greater pace. Only on this basis, furthermore,
can centralism and unity of the Party be consolidated and
its discipline be voluntarily, not mechanically, observed.
Democratic centralism demands that every Party organiza-
tion should strictly abide by the principle of collective
leadership coupled with individual responsibility and that
every Party member and Party organization should be
subject to Party supervision from above and from below.
Democracy within the Party must not be divorced from
centralism. The Party is a united militant organization,
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welded together by a discipline which is obligatory on all
its members. Without discipline it would be impossible
for the Party to lead the state and the people to overcome
their powerful enemies and bring about socialism and com-
munism. As the highest form of class organization, the
Party must strive to play a correct role as the leader and
core in every aspect of the country’s life and must combat
any tendency to departmentalism, which reduces 1ihe
Party’s role and weakens its unity. Solidarity and unity
are the very life of the Party, the source of its strength.
It is the sacred duty of every Party member to pay con-
stant attention to the safeguarding of the solidarity of the
Party and the consolidation of its unity. Within the Party,
no action which violates the Party’s political line or or-
ganizational principles is permissible, nor is it permissible
to carry on activities aimed at splitting the Party or fac-
tional activities, to act independently of the Party, or to
place the individual above the collective body of the Party.

No political party or person can be free from short-
comings and mistakes in work. The Communist Party of
China and its members must constantly practise criticism
and self-criticism to expose and eliminate their shortcomings
and mistakes so as to educate themselves and the people.
In view of the fact that the Party plays the leading role
in the life of the state and society, it is all the more neces-
sary that it should make stringent demands on every Party
organization and member and promote criticism and self-
criticism; and in particular, it should encourage and support
criticism from below inside the Party as well as criticism
of the Party by the masses of the people, and should pro-
hibit any suppression of criticism. The Party must pre-
vent and resist corrosion by bourgeois and petty-bourgeois
ways of thinking and styles of work and guard against and
defeat any Rightist or “Leftist” opportunist deviation inside
the Party. In the case of Party members who have com-
mitted mistakes, the Party should, in the spirit of “curing
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the illness to save the patient,” allow them to remain in its
ranks and receive education and help them to correct their
mistakes, provided such mistakes can be corrected within
the Party and the erring Party member himself is prepared
to correct his mistakes. As for those who persist in their
mistakes and carry on activities detrimental to the Party, it
is essential to wage a determined struggle against them
even to the point of expelling them from the Party.

* The Communist Party of China requires all its members
to place the Party’s interests above their personal interests,
to be diligent and unpretentious, to study and work hard,
to unite the broad masses of the people, and to overcome
all difficulties in order to build China into a great, mighty,
prosperous and advanced socialist state, and on this basis to
advance towards the achievement of the loftiest ideal of
mankind — communism.

CHAPTER 1

MEMBERSHIP

ARTICLE 1

Membership of the Party is open to any Chinese citizen
who works and does not exploit the labour of others,. ac-
cepts the programme and Constitution of the Party, joins
and works in one of the Party organizations, carries out
the Party’s decisions, and pays membership dues as re-
quired.

ARTICLE 2

Party members have the following duties:

(1) To strive to study Marxism-Leninism and unceas-
ingly raise the level of their understanding;

(2) To safeguard the Party’s solidarity and consolidate
its unity; .

(3) To faithfully carry out Party policy and decisions
and energetically fulfil the tasks assigned them by the
Party;

(4) To strictly observe the Party Constitution and tbe
laws of the state and behave in accordance with communist
ethics, no exception being made for any Party member,
whatever his services and position;

(5) To place the interests of the Party and the state,
that is, the interests of the masses of the people, above
their personal interests, and in the event of any conflict

between the two, to submit unswervingly to the interests
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of the Party and the state, that is, the interests of the
masses of the people;

(6) To serve the masses of the people heart and soul,
to strengthen their ties with the masses of the people, to
learn from them, to listen with an open mind to their
wishes and opinions and report these without delay to the
Party, to explain Party policy and decisions to the people;

(7) To set a good example in their work and constantly
raise their productive skill and professional ability; ‘

(8) To practise criticism and self-criticism, expose short-
comings and mistakes in work and strive to overcome and
correct them; to report such shortcomings and mistakes to
the leading Party bodies, up to and including the Central
Committee; and to fight both inside and outside the Party
against everything which is detrimental to the interests of
the Party and the people;

(9) To be truthful and honest with the Party and not
to conceal or distort the truth;

(10) To be constantly on the alert against the intrigues
of the enemy, and to guard the secrets of the Party and
the state.

Party members who fail to fulfil any of the above-
mentioned duties shall be criticized and educated. Any
serious infraction of these duties, splitting of Party unity,
breaking of the laws of the state, violation of Party de-
cisions, damaging Party interests, or deception towards the
Party constitutes a violation of Party discipline, and dis-
ciplinary action shall be taken against it.

.

ARTICLE 3

Party members enjoy the following rights:

(1) To participate in free and practical discussion at
Party meetings or in the Party press on theoretical and
practical questions relating to Party policy;
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(2) To make proposals regarding the Party’s work and
give full play to their creative ability in their work;

(3) To elect and be elected within the Party;

(4) To criticize any Party organization or any function-
ary at Party meetings;

(5) To ask to attend in person when a Party organiza-
tion decides to take disciplinary action against them or to
make an appraisal of their character and work;

(6) To reserve their opinions or submit them to a lead-
ing body of the Party, in case they disagree with any Party
decision, which, in the meanwhile, they must carry out
unconditionally;

(7) To address any statement, appeal or complaint to
any Party organization, up to and including the Central
Committee.

Party members and responsible members of Party or-
ganizations who fail to respect these rights of a Party
member shall be criticized and educated. Infringement
of these rights constitutes a violation of Party discipline,
and disciplinary action shall be taken against it.

ARTICLE 4

Only persons of 18 years old and upwards are eligible for
Party membership.

Applicants for Party membership must each undergo the
procedure of admission individually.

New members are admitted to the Party through a
Party branch. An applicant must be recommended by two
full Party members, and is admitted as a probationary
member after being accepted by the general membership
meeting of a Party branch and approved by the next higher
Party committee; he may become a full Party member
only after the completion of a probationary period of a
year.
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Under special conditions, Party committees at county or
municipal level and above have the power to admit new
Party members to the Party directly.

ARTICLE 5

Party members who recommend an applicant for admis-
sion to the Party must be highly conscientious in furnish-
ing the Party with truthful information about the ap-
plicant’s ideology, character and personal history and must

explain the Party programme and Constitution to the
applicant. '

ARTICLE 6

Before approving the admission of an applicant for Party
membership, the Party committee concerned must assign
a Party functionary to have a detailed conversation with
the applicant and carefully examine his application form,
the opinions of his recommenders and the decision made
by the Party branch on his admission.

ARTICLE 17

During the probationary period, the Party organizations
concerned shall give the probationary member an elemen-
tary Party education and observe his political qualities.

Probationary members have the same duties as full
members. They enjoy the same rights as full members
except that they have no right to elect or be elected or
to vote on any motion.
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ARTICLE 8

When the probationary period of a probationary member
has expired, the Party branch to which he belongs must
discuss without delay whether he is qualified to be trans-
ferred to full membership. Such a transfer mus? be ac-
cepted by a general membership meeting of the said l?arty
branch and approved by the next higher Party committee.

When the probationary period of a probationary mem-
ber has expired, the Party organization concerned may
prolong it for a period not exceeding a year if it ﬁpds it
necessary to continue to observe him. If a probationary
member is found to be unfit for transfer to full member-
ship, his status as probationary member shall be annulled.

Any decision by a Party branch to prolong the proba-

' tionary period of a probationary member or to deprive him

of his status as probationary member must be approved by
the next higher Party committee.

ARTICLE 9

The probationary period of a probationary member
begins from the day when the general membership meet-
ing of a Party branch accepts him as probationary mem-
ber. The Party standing of a Party member dates from
the day when the general membership meeting of a Party
branch accepts his transfer to full membership.

ARTICLE 10

Party members transferring from one Party organization
to another become members of the latter organization.
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ARTICLE 11

Party members are free to withdraw from the Party.
When a Party member asks to withdraw, the Party branch
to which he belongs shall, by decision of its general mem-
bership meeting, strike his name off the Party rolls and

report the matter to the next higher Party committee for
registration.

ARTICLE 12

A Party member who, over a period of six months and
without proper reasons, fails to take part in Party life or
to pay membership dues is regarded as having quitted
the Party himself. The Party branch to which this mem-
ber belongs shall, by decision of its general membership
meeting, strike his name off the Party rolls and report

the matter to the next higher Party committee for registra-
tion.

ARTICLE 13

Party organizations at all levels may, according to each
individual case, take disciplinary measures against any
Party member who violates Party discipline, such as warn-
ing, serious warning, removal from posts held in the Party,
placing on probation within the Party, or expulsion from
the Party.

The period in which a Party member is placed on proba-

tion shall not exceed two years. During this period, the -

rights and duties of the Party member concerned are the
same as those of a probationary member. If after a Party
member has been placed on probation the facts show that
he has corrected his mistakes, his rights as full Party
member shall be restored and the period in which he is
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placed on probation will be reckoned in his Party standing.
If he is found to be unfit for Party membership, he shall
be expelled from the Party.

ARTICLE 14

Ve

Any disciplinary measure taken against a Party member
must be decided on by a general membership meeting of
the Party.branch to which he belongs and must be ap-
proved by a higher Party control commission or higher
Party committee.

Under special conditions, a Party branch committee or
a higher Party committee has the power to take disciplin-
ary measures against a Party member, but it must be sub-
ject to approval by a higher Party control commission or
higher Party committee.

ARTICLE 15

Any decision to remove a member or alternate member
of the Party committee of a county, an autonomous county,
a municipality, a province, an autonomous region or a
municipality directly under the central authority, or an
autonomous chou from the said committee, to place him
on probation or to expel him from the Party must be taken
by the Party congress that has elected the said member.
In conditions of urgency, such decision may be taken by
a two-thirds majority vote at a plenary session of the Party
committee to which the member belongs, but it must be
subject to approval by the next higher Party committefe.
A primary Party organization has no power to take deci-
sions on the removal of a member or alternate member
of a higher Party committee from the said committee, or
placing him on probation or expelling him from the Party.
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ARTICLE 16

Any decision to remove a member or alternate member
of the Central Committee of the Party from the Central
Committee, to place him on probation or to expel him from
the Party must be taken by the National Party Congress.
In conditions of urgency, such decision may be taken by
a two-thirds majority vote of the Central Committee at
its plenary session, but it must be subject to subsequent
confirmation by the next session of the National Party
Congress.

ARTICLE 17

Expulsion from the Party is the most severe of all inner-
Party disciplinary measures. In taking or approving such
a decision, all Party organizations must exercise the utmost
caution, thoroughly investigate and study the facts and
material evidence of the case, and listen carefully to the
statement made in his own defence by the Party member
concerned.

ARTICLE 18

When a Party organization discusses or decides on dis-
ciplinary measure against a Party member, it must, barring
special circumstances, notify the member concerned to
attend the meeting to defend himself. When disciplinary
action is decided on, the person against whom such action
is taken must be told the reasons for it. If he disagrees,
he may ask for a reconsideration of his case and address
an appeal to higher Party committees, to Party control
commissions, up to and including the Central Committee.
Party organizations at all levels must deal with such ap-
peals seriously or forward them promptly; no suppression
is permitted.
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CHAPTER II

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE AND
ORGANIZATIONAL PRINCIPLES OF THE PARTY

ARTICLE 19

The Party is formed on the principles of democratic
centralism.

Democratic centralism means centralism on the basis of
democracy and democracy under centralized guidance. Its
basic conditions are as follows:

(1) The leading bodies of the Party at all levels are
elected.

(2) The highest leading body of the Party is the Na-
tional Party Congress, and the highest leading body in each
local Party organization is the local Party congress. The
National Party Congress elects the Central Committee and
the local Party congresses elect their respective local Party
committees. The Central Committee and local Party com-
mittees are responsible to their respective Party congresses
to which they should report on their work.

(3) All leading bodies of the Party must pay constant
heed to the views of their lower organizations and the
rank-and-file Party members, study their experiences and
give prompt help in solving their problems.

(4) Lower Party organizations must present periodical
reports on their work to the Party organizations above
them and ask in good time for instructions on questions
which need decision by higher Party organizations.

(5) All Party organizations operate on the principle of
combining collective leadership with individual respon-
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sibility. All important issues are to be decided on col-
lectively, and at the same time, each individual is enabled
to play his part to the fullest possible extent.

(6) Party decisions must be carried out unconditionally.
Individual Party members shall obey the Party organiza-
tion, the minority shall obey the majority, the lower Party
organizations shall obey the higher Party organizations,
and all constituent Party organizations throughout the

country shall obey the National Party Congress and the
Central Committee.

ARTICLE 20

Party organizations are formed on a geographical or in-
dustrial basis.

The Party organization in charge of Party work in a
defined area is regarded as the highest of all the con-
stituent Party organizations in that area.

The Party organization in charge of Party work in a
particular production or work unit is regarded as the

highest of all the constituent Party organizations in that
unit.

ARTICLE 21

The highest leading bodies of the Part§ organijzations at
various levels are as follows:

(1) For the whole country, it is the National Party

Congress. When the National Party Congress is not in
session, it is the Central Committee elected by the Na-
tional Party Congress;

(2) For a province, autonomous region, or municipality

directly under the central authority, it is the provincial,
autonomous regional or municipal Party congress. When

the congress is not in session, it is the provincial, auton-
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omous regional or municipal Party committee elected by
the congress. ‘

For an autonomous chou, it is the autonomous chou
Party congress. When the congress is not in session, it is
the autonomous chou committee elected by the congress;

(3) For a county, autonomous county or municipality,
it is the county, autonomous county or municipal Party
congress. When the congress is not in session, it is the
county, autonomous county or municipal committee elected
by the congress;

(4) For primary units (factories, mines and other enter-
prises, hsiang, nationality hsiang, towns and agricultural
producers’ co-operatives, offices, schools, streets, companies
of the People’s Liberation Army and other primary units),
it is the delegate meeting or the general membership
meeting of the particular primary unit. When the dele-
gate meeting or general membership meeting of the primary
unit is not in session, it is the primary Party committee,
the committee of a general Party branch, or the committee
of a Party branch elected by the delegate meeting or the
general membership meeting.

ARTICLE 22

Party elections must fully reflect the will of the electors.
The lists of candidates for election put forward by the
Party organization or by electors must be discussed by
the electors.

Election is by secret ballot. Electors shall be ensured of
the right to criticize or reject any candidate, or nominate a
person who is not on the list.

In an election in a primary Party organization, voting
may be by a show of hands if voting by ballot is impos-
sible. In such cases, each candidate shall be voted upon

Separately, and voting on a whole list of candidates is
forbidden.
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