Echoes From Tiananmen

Issue No.3 — March 1990

A
%
oo
39
°®




Table of Contents

Editorial T | S P T | |
Features
CHINA’S SPRING — The Truth About June? i W @ I e i Bl R B e,
Updates 19
The Iron Fist
Crushes On s % R O B BRGNS f LR S
The Embarrassing Defeat of Yuan Mu at Beijing University R TR
Why Lift Martial Law and Release Some Democratic Movement Participants? . 24
Analysis 26
Re-confront the fundamental question G M @ & b W o) Bom B oD
Analysis of the Present Chinese Working Class S o@m e ok & @ % o® o= & 33
Accounts of Activists 40
“the Government will retaliate against every one of us” — Chai Leng & ©. . b
Independent Labour Leaders Secretly Detained in China Coe e 44
Revolutionary Worker Han Dongfang . . . . . . . . . . . . . 46
Solidarity 51
East Europe Solidarity With China A & oh b m e ot 80 &L a0 @ ek
An Appeal on behalf of the Workers Autonomous Federation . . . . . . 53
Manifesto of Mass Rally in Victoria Park, Hong Kong Ce . 55
The Price of Protest — Victims 58

© 1990 by Friends of Chinese Minzhu

WARNING: All material in this publication, except for reproductions of press reports
and previously published cartoons, is subject to copyright by Friends of Chinese Minzhu
and may not be reproduced or re-sold. Material may be used without permission only by
non-profit organizations or individuals working on social, human and civil rights and
labour issues. Friends of Chinese Minzhu is a coalition of Hong Kong organizations
and individuals who have been collating and disseminating information from and about
China to interested groups and people around the world.

Correspondence, views, reports of activities in other countries involving the Chinese
democracy movement, questions and other related material is welcomed. These, and any
supporting donations, should all be addressed to the publisher:

Friends of Chinese Minzhu

c/- Hong Kong Trade Union Education Centre

57 Peking Road, 3rd Floor,

Kowloon, Hong Kong



Echoes from Tiananmen

Editorial

FOR ALL PEOPLE aspiring to
democracy, 1989 will be remembered as
ayear of hopes raised, hopes fulfilled or
hopes dashed.

For people in most parts of Eastern
Europe, the year and the decade ended
in elation. Their feelings of anxiety, joy
and excitement were shared by people
all around the world. The Chinese
people watched with admiration, some
with envy, as momentous events in
Eastern Europe unfolded. The
demands put forward by the peoples’
movements in Eastern Europe struck a
sympathetic chord with the Chinese
Democracy Movement. Calls for
freedom of expression, freedom of as-
sociation, freedom of the press,
freedom of assembly, and for the right
to elect a government of their ‘choice
rang through the peoples’ uprisings in
both Eastern Europe and China.

These passionate calls pushed basic
human and civil rights to the forefront
of international issues. With advances
made in 1989, it becomes cleare%
more people that there can be no com
. promise in the struggle between
freedom and democracy versus
authoritarianism and dictatorship. The
peoples’ pro-democracy movements in

1989 also helped to bring about a most

remarkable advance in forging inter-

nationalist sentiments, when people
from different countries expressed con-
cern and took concrete steps to
demonstrate their solidarity with
people’s struggles elsewhere. This
resurgence of international solidarity

- will be an increasingly significant factor

in the forthcoming worldwide struggle
for liberty, democracy and peace. In
China, the people’s hopes for change
were brutally crushed, but their calls for
democracy and their courage remain
deep in the hearts of the people. One
example is the opportunity taken by stu-
dents who boldly raised many pointed
questions during a formal meeting in
early 1990 with Chinese leaders over
developments in Eastern Europe.

" Unfortunately, the present Chinese
regime has opted to be a lone fossil
amidst the upsurge of the people’s
democracy movements. Rather than
answering the peoples’ call for reforms,
the government chose to revert even
more to brute force, intimidation, lies,
and threats in an attempt to retain their
absolute power. In its refusal to reform,
the present Chinese regime is increas-
ingly bogged down by the rope of the
feudal autocracy, just like the late

- Empress Dowager. The latest ploy used

by the Chinese regime in its attempt to
subdue international protests against
its violation of human rights was the
lifting of martial law in Beijing in
January 1990.

This gesture might have helped to



éase the consciences of those govern-
ments and businessmen who have been
itching to resume business with China,
However, for Beijing residents, the
whole exercise involves only a change of
uniform — from that of the PLA to that
of the military police. Many people are
still being detained and jailed for at-
tempting to exercise basic human
rights. If the government sees fit, it can
still at any time deploy large numbers of
troops to shoot and kill civilians without
having to follow any meaningful politi-
cal process or legal procedure, as hap-
pened in June 1989.

On the day following the lifting of
martial law in Beijing, eye witnesses
reported that two people were taken

away by military guards for laying a

wreath in Tiananmen Square to com-
memorate the victims of June 4th. At
the same time, Beijing authorities an-
nounced a new regulation banning any
protest actions in the Square. Editors
and journalists have been sacked for not
towing the official line. Recent reports
concern the arrest of dozens of
Catholics, including bishops, whom the
Chinese government refused to ac-
knowledge as prisoners of conscience
but as ‘criminals.’ It is illegal in China
to recognize papal authority and prac-
tice one’s faith outside the officially-
condoned church bodies.

In early December, the Beijing
Public Security Bureau openly ad-
mitted that they had arrested about
2,600 rioters in June and only 190 of
those had “repented” -and were
released. Only on January 23rd, a Beij-
ing court announced the execution of a

young man for attacking a military
vehicle on June 4th, 1989, The Asia
Watch report on China (released 9
February 1990) reported that Han
Dongfang (26), who has been detained
since the end of June 1989 for organiz-
ing the Beijing Workers Autonomous
Federation, was seriously ill and had to
be hospitalized for the sixth time since
his arrest and put on an intravenous
drip.

At the end of January, the Beijing
authorities made public a circular the
Communist party issued in December
to all ‘mass organizations’ such as the
Trade Unions, the Communist Youth
League and the Women’s Federation,
calling on them to “keep to the correct
political orientation and identify them-
selves with the party Central Commit-
tee in politics, thinking and action”.

Tales of denials of basic rights are
endless. In fact, if one examines the
reality of government power in China,
one could argue ‘that the Chinese
people have been ruled under martial

.. law since 1949. (The situation was

similar in Taiwan prior to 1988, the dif-
ference being that the Taiwan govern-
ment formally admitted that they had
been ruling under martial law from
1949 to 1988.)

Those who support' the democratic
aspirations of the Chinese people must

persist in their solidarity as'strongly as

ever. For now they must prepare to
withstand the pressure from conserva-
tive forces of the commercial and
government leaders of the world who
are beginning to add their harmonic



accompaniment to the songs being sung
by the oppressive Chinese government.

We have been heartened by the bril-
liant protest action by the Goa Cam-
paign Against S-star Tourism against an
official Chinese visit to Goa. Our hearts
also warmed tremendously when we
read all the solidarity actions waged by
brothers and sisters in Poland, Czechos-
lovakia, and Hungary condemning the
June massacre. (See pp.52 ) We also pay
tribute to the efforts of trade union
bodies such as the International Con-
federation of Free Trade Unions
(ICFTU) and the British National As-
sociation of Local Government Of-
ficers (NALGO), and others who were
committed enough to directly take up
the issue of violation of basic labour
rights with the official Chinese unions.
(See pp.54)

The need for solidarity actions is
greater than ever. We recommend the
following priorities:

1. Political Prisoners

Publicize the condition of political
detainees. Exert pressure, both directly
and also through your corresponding
governments, on the Chinese govern-
ment for their release: During the in-
terim period, we should also call for the
observation of fair and humane condi-

tions for the detainees such as prison™\

visits, correspondence with the outside,
and an end to all physical and mental
torture. Efforts should also be made to
collect names, whereabouts and condi-
tions of all detainees.

2. Civil and Political Rights

Efforts should be directed to bring
about the introduction of legal and con-
stitutional changes in China which will
endorse the protection of universal
civil and political rights of Chinese
citizens. The forces of change will
primarily comé from inside China.
However, people outside China can also
help the process by exerting pressure on
the international community, be it
government, financial or non-
governmental, to make the recognition
of human rights an uncompromisable
condition for engaging in cooperation
with the Chinese government.

It is also important for progressive
social movements, such as peace and
ecology, union and labour, women’s,
justice and peace movements, from all
over the world to begin to look for
cooperation and communication with
genuine progressive civil movements in
China instead of the quasi government
bodies. The experience of 1989 has
taught us that given the existing politi-
cal structure, there is little scope for
genuine democratic change coming
from within the official framework.

Let Us Continue Our Solidarity Sup-
port! Behind the smokescreen, the iron
clad suppression of the voices of
democracy continues in China. There is
a need for continued support and ongo-
ing action. On the day of Victory, our
Chinese brothers andsisterswill be able
to express their thanks for our support.
Until then, let us continue to speak and
act when they most need our support!



Features

CHINA’S SPRING
The Truth About June?

Question: Was there a massacre in Beij-
ing?

Answer: Yes

Question: Has the democracy move-
ment been crushed?

Answer: Yes, but not destroyed.
Question: Were there splits within the
CCP and the PLA?

Answer: It seems that there were and
that there still are.

Question. Have the workers’
autonomous movements been broken
up?

Answer: Despite arrests it seems that
many networks survive underground.
Question: Has ’stability’ been restored?
Answer: The stability of a ball resting on
a narrow edge.

In September the reports of Amnesty
International} (London) and Asia-
Watch® (New York) became avail-
able. Compiled from eyewitness
accounts which have been cross-check-
ed, they probably represent the most
detailed and authoritative accounts of
what happened in Beijing 3rd/4th June.

No report can hope to tell the whole
- truth, but between them these two
reports could be said to determine the
least of what actually happenéd. They
both confirm that a massacre did take

place, but place the mass of killings out-
side rather than inside Tiananmen
Square.

Establishing an accurate picture of
events is important not just for history,
but as a service to the movement for
democracyin China. The declaration of
martial law, followed by these bloody
events, has undoubtedly caused a crisis
of legitimacy within China that is un-
likely to end until the democratic mov
ment is successful.

The Chinese Government has at-
tempted to deny the mass of the killings,
and to distort the course of actual
events. To an extent they have been
aided in this by exaggerated and inac-
curate accounts of events that were
rumoured and reported at the time and
shortly after. It has been relatively easy
for the authorities in Beijing to dis-
credit stories of thousands perishing in-
side Tiananmen Square itself, while
ighoring more accurate reports of mass
killings beyond the Square and in the
suburbs of Beijing. They have even
used, in a highly selective way, part of
the AsiaWatch report, reprinted in the
Peoples’ Daily, to claim that its author,
Robin Munro, denied that a massacre
took place.

Robin Munro was a witness to the
events in and around Tiananmen
Square throughout the days and nights
of 3rd/4th June, and subsequently inter-
viewed many other witnesses. As an ex-
perienced journalist and human rights
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reporter his testimony is especially
valuable. His painstaking reconstruc-
tion of events places a premium upon
accuracy and truth. The problem with
such an approach is that, inevitably, it
lends itself to selective, and therefore
mis-quoting. He has publicly denied the
claims of Beijing that no massacre took
place.

We present below a synopsis of them
which reconstructs in a methodical way
the tragic events of 3rd/4th June. It also
draws briefly upon a third report, pub-
lished in August 1989, from the Inter-
national League for Human Rights
(ILHR) and The Ad Hoc Study Group
on Human Rights in China @, a group
of concerned lawyers, scholars and stu-
dents in Hong Kong,.

Let the final point go to Robin
Munro. He tells us that the Tiananmen
Square massacre should be accurately
called the Beijing massacre, but the
only reason for this is
because the brave
Chinese students had
the good sense, better

to withdraw from the
Square before the
massacre took place.
His report for Asia-
Watch, and this
synopsis, may be takenas a tribute to the
courage, sacrifice and democratic cause
of those students, and of the workers
and citizens of China who supported
them, many of whom are suffering now
in jails.

It was not awe-inspiring at all, it
was simply disgusting to watch this
than the Government, cynical betrayal of the peoples’ cries
for reform. The only TV broadcast .

that compares with it in recent

times is the last one Ceaucescu
made before his downfall,

Events Leading To 3rd/4th June

The death of the ‘reformist’ leader Hu
Yaobang in April became the occasion
for student demonstrations in Beijing,

calling for democratic reforms, a free

press, the right to information, and an
end to corruption within the Party and
the State. By May similar protests had
spread to most cities throughout China.

The beginning of the hunger-strike
on May 13th triggered off a massive
wave of public sympathy, coinciding
with the visit of President Mikhail Gor-
bachev. [This visit brought the world’s
media to Beijing, not the hunger strike].
Either of these two events could have
been seen as a big loss of ‘face’ by the
Government, an important considera-
tion within the traditions of Chinese
society. The momentum of support by
the citizenry of Beijing for the students
reached a climax when over one million
came out onto the streets on may 18th.
The following day
State Premier Li
Peng and CCP
General Secretary
Zhou Ziyang met
with the hunger
strikers. Li Peng was

- quoted as describing
the students as
‘patriotic’.

A That night the students decided to

call off their hunger strike, and some
reports suggest they may have been
tipped-off that the next day Li Peng was
to appear on nationwide TV to declare
a state of martial law. [No-one who
watched the broadcast, which was re-
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transmitted in Hong Kong, could fail to

be struck by the vision of it. Li Peng
looking like Big Brother solemnly ad-
dressing a slab of grey and humourless
faces, notably male and aged, an as-
sembled audience of military, Party and
State officials. It was not awe-inspiring
at all, it was simply disgusting to watch
this cynical betrayal of the peoples’
cries for reform. The only TV broadcast
that compares with it in recent times is

the last one Ceaucescu made before his
downfall. — JU].

LiPengstressed that troops would be
used only to restore order, but without
citing any evidence that the
demonstrators were particularly disor-
derly. On21st May the New China News
Agency in Hong Kong (China’s unoffi-
cial Consulate) assured people that
‘Under no circumstances will (the
troops) harm innocent people, let alone
students.” Other official reassurances
were issued over the following days.

In Beijing the impact of the declara-
tion was to turn students and citizens
more hostile to the Government but
also to sow feelings among students that
no more could be achieved for the
present because the Government had
apparently rejected dialogue on
reforms. Students became divided
about whether to continue the protests.
Many Beijing students who had been in
the Square for sevéral weeks began to
leave, but fresh arrivals from the
provinces replaced them, although not
in such large numbers. Student num-
bers occupying Tiananmen Square
began to dwindle.

At the same time troop movements
became more frequent and armed riot
police began taking up positions at
several key points in central Beijing.
Troops remained on the outskirts but as
alarm and anger spread among
Beijing’s citizens and workers they
began erecting road blocks and bar-
ricades on the city outskirts to deter
troop entry.

J uné 2nd/3rd: first confrontations

At around 2300 hours on June 2nd a
group of army jeeps were seen driving
at high speed from the .west along
Fuxingmen Avenue (see map point 1)
which leads directly towards the north-
ern perimeter of Tiananmen Square
(and changes its name to Changan
Avenue West before it reaches the
Square). At a point near Muxidi (a
bridge where the avenue crosses the
river Tonghui) one of the jeeps swerved
out of control and run into four cyclists,
killing three, possibly all four. Large
crowds gathered, feelings ran high,
news spread quickly and a protest

_march was organized for the following
- day, Outraged citizens set up.pickets to

prevent police clearing the scene. The
AW witness says that the crowds also
discovered guns concealed inside the
jeep. g

Between 0100 and 0300 hours 3rd
June several thousand very young and
unarmed soldiers wearing only white
shirts and green army fatigues appeared
marching from the west along
Fuxingmen, Changan Avenue West,
along the northern perimeter of the
Square, and beyond eastwards tc Chan-




gan Avenue East as far as the Beijing
Hotel (see Map point 2). It is reported
that they had spent many hours jogging
from rural locations outside the city,
were pretty exhausted, frightened and
unclear what to do. The Al report says
‘Few, if any, officers accompanied
them’. The crowds ‘harangued and
manhandled them’, taking away some
of their clothes and telling them to
leave. After an hour they all moved off
through the eastern suburbs. [This is a
curious happening. Why were young
unarmed soldiers like these sent into
such a frightening situation on their
own? The humiliating treatment they
received was yet another loss of ‘face’.
Was it a deliberate loss of face? Were
their commanding officers prepared to
risk serious injury to these young
recruits in order to create an incident to
justify the draconian actions that were
to follow? Yet more questions that an
honest accounting of events will have to
answer one day. — JU]

The impact of the appearance of
these troops, and the apparently suc-
cessful efforts of the citizens to send
them on their way, raised the adrenile
level of the crowds and brought
hundreds of thousands. out onto the
streets. Barricades went up to stop fur-
ther troop advances. Then, some time

around 0400-0500 hours, two military ™}

buses were stopped on Changan
Avenue West. Inside were men wearing
civilian clothes, but a search of the bus
revealed hidden arms. The crowd were
furious that guns were now being
brought into the city and kept the men
prisoner in the bus for several hours,

News spread as more and more people
flooded into Tiananmen Square.

It has been reported that there are
underground road and rail links from
the outskirts of Beijing to key central
places, such as Zhongnanhai, the ad-
ministrative and residential head-
quarters of the CCP in Beijing (just off
to the north-west of the Square), and to
the Great Hall of the People which runs
along the west side of the Square. Built
as escape routes for key Party and State
officials in the event of an enemy attack
on the city they were used this time as
penetration routes by troops for use
against the ‘enemy within’. From
around 1200 hours large numbers of
troops began appearing in the west side
of the Square from the Great Hall of the
People (see map point 3). At some point
some of the guns seized from the bus
were handed over to the students in the
Square, who then tried unsuccessfully
return them to the troops, after which
they smashed them or handed them to
the police.

Not all the guns were handed to the
students. Some were publicly displayed
on top of the bus in Changan Avenue
West for the world’s TV crews to see.
Some others may have been taken by
people in the crowd and disappeared.
From midday onwards troops and
armed police also appeared on the
scene near the bus (at a place called
Xidan, point 4 on map) attempting to
clear the barricades and, according to

~ official sources, to reclaim the arms and

ammunition seized by the crowds. A
few hundred yards further east along
Changan Avenue West the large crowds



who had marched from Muxidi in
protest against the killing of the ¢yclists
the previous night were attacked by sol-
diers and-armed police with batons.
Tear-gas, perhaps for the first time in
China, was used against the crowds
here. Some witnesses claim that rubber
bullets were also used, and some report
that a seven-year old boy was trampled
to death by police or troops during the
charges.

Reports of troops attempting to
enter Beijing from the suburbs multi-
plied as did reports of growing confron-
tation as citizens and workers
attempted to halt their entry and disarm
them. A well attested incident hap-
pened at Muxidi where residents
managed to stop buses carrying troops.
Reports tell of troops voluntarily hand-
ing over their weapons and disappear-
ing into the crowds. Again some of
these weapons were displayed on the
bus roof-tops. [Another loss of ‘face’
which may account for the subsequent
killings at Muxidi? — JU]

At 1830 hours the martial law
authorities began public broadcasts -
warning people to stay off the streets or

their safety could not be guaranteed.
Later in the evening, around 2200
hours, more convoys of troops pushed
into Muxidi, but this time firing. The Al
reports ‘hundreds of people were killed
or wounded’ in this incident alone. The
killings went on for some hours. Wit-
nesses talk of dozens of dead in local
hospitals. Intense fighting is reported
all the way along Fuxingmen and Chan-
gan Avenue all through the night. Stu-
dents and citizens confronting soldiers

with appeals not to shot the people, with
choruses of the Internationale, with
anger, and finally with rocks, with poles
and with petrol bombs. Numerous wit-
nesses say that at first people could just
not believe that the PLA would really
fire on them. The mass of witness
evidence attests to many hundreds of
dead and wounded.

The report of the ILHR/ASGHRC
reproduces many of the accounts as they
appeared in the Hong Kong press in the
following days. The reliability of some
of them must, however, remain open‘to
question.

June 4th: PLA advances down
Changan Avenue

Shortly after mldmght two armoured
personnel carriers (APCs) were seen
racing into the Square from the south
(Qianmen, see map of Square), along its
sides to the north, then one turned into
Changan Avenue West, the other into
Changan Avenue East. The one that
went east was seen by many witnesses
smashing into barricades and killing
and injuring many people along the
way. But its journey was not yet done.

It continued east as far as Jian-
guomen (see map point 5) where a
crowd of thousands had stopped a con-
voy of several dozen troop- carrying
trucks which were attempting to cross
the junction flyover from north to
south, by dragging the lead vehicle
across the roadway with the soldiers still
onboard. The crowd were exhorting the
soldiers not to use their weapons on the
people. ‘The soldiers on the truck that




we were standing next to, bang in the
middle of the flyover, indeed began
coming down off the vehicle, some with
tears streaming down their faces and all
looking highly emotional, and were
gradually being escorted away through
the pressing.crowd by what seemed to
be a mixture of student pickets and or-
dinary citizens.” (AW Report) The APC
did not stop but completed a turn at the
following junction and steered back
directly into the crowds and the convoy
smashing into the lead truck which was
seen to rise perhaps ten feet in the air
before crashing down.

The Al Report says witnesses attest
to several deaths, including a soldier.
The AW witness saw just one death of a
citizen underneath the truck with his
brains spread across the road, but says
on its return towards Tiananmen the
APC also killed an elderly fady in its
path. The AW witness also makes the
point that the column of trucks were, in
effect, forming a barricade across the
highway and this raises the question of
whether the APC had been instructed
to clear a path through them for troops
advancing from the outskirts. If soldiers
from these trucks were joining the
crowds, here is some evidence of splits
within the PLA.

At around 0100 hours either_the
same APC, or perhaps the one thatmd
originally turned west into Changan
Avenue, was eventually blocked by the
crowds at the north end of the Square
itself and set on fire. The first soldier to

get out was set upon by the crowds, -

beaten and killed. ‘The others, how-
ever, were rescued by students and

taken onto a bus. Nevertheless this in-
cident was later shown on Chinese
Central TV as an example of the
“counter-revolutionary rebellion” and
of “hoodlums on the rampage”.” (Al
Report) A -

At the same time, 0100 hours, many
witnesses report gunfire coming from
Changan Avenue West, and there are
numerous reports of live ammunition
being used and killings and many
bloody injuries. A number of witnesses
report killings at the Fuxing Gate
beyond Xidan. By 0200 hours the first
trucks carrying troops had arrived from
Changan Avenue West to enter the
north-west corner of the Square. They
divided into two groups, one advancing
some way into the Square firing in that
direction, the other group moving east
but then becoming distracted by the
several firesburning along the northern
perimeter of the Square. Bushes and
tents had been blazed, and the APC was
still burning. There is some doubt as to
whether, at this stage live bullets were
being fired into the Square or blanks.
The AW reporter saw no one falling as
aresultof gunfire. However at this time
the reporter was standing in the Square
‘100 metres or so to the south of Chan-
gan Avenue.” And-he later quotes a
known British journalist and specialist
on China (John Gittings) who saw sol-
diers shooting at wounded bodies at
0150 hours in the north-west of the
Square. The Al Report suggests that by
the time the troops had secured the
northern end of Tiananmen at 0300
hours ‘around 20 to 30 people had been
wounded and “a few” killed by gunfire




in that part of the Square. The wounded
were carried away by pedicabs.” Both
reports do mention wounded people
being treated in. the Peking United
Medical College (PUMC) tents set up
in the north of the Square. The AW
witness visited the tent and saw
wounded also quotes John Promfret
from Associated Press who interviewed
some of the wounded who told him they
had received their bullet wounds in the
north of the Square.

After troops first entered the Square
from Changan a small contingent of
police baton charged crowds from the
Tiananmen Gate, which is the entrance
to the Forbidden City (see map point 6)
opposite the Square on the north side of
Changan Avenue, and were met by
youths lobbing petrol bombs at them.
After a second police charge the crowds
retreated into Changan Avenue East.
Troops then began lining up at the level
of the Tiananmen Gate facing down
Changan Avenue East in three lines,
one kneeling, one crouching, one stand-
ing. They began firing at the crowds to
the east. For the next hour or so they
fired several times in this fashion.
‘Crowds at the corner of Changan
Avenue East were running away, in the
direction of the Beijing Hotel, during
the shooting, then coming back towards
the Square in between bursts of firing.
Some were singing the Internationale,
others shouting slogans.” (Al Report).
[Many of the world’s media reporters
were staying in the hotels in this area,
especially the Beijing Hotel two blocks
to the east, and live radio-telephone
broadcasts of this massacre were broad-

10 — .

cast in Hong Kong as I can testify. JU]

Atsometime between 0230 and 0300
hours a bus drove past the crowd and
towards the Square and the troops. It
slowed and stopped when soldiers sur-
rounded’it. They smashed its windows
and shot the driver. There are
numerous witness accounts of this ex-
ecution. By 0330 hours crowds had
retreated down Changan Avenue East
one block to the junction with Nanchizi
Street (which runs northwards along

the eastern wall of the Forbidden City

(see map point 7) when ‘without warn-
ing or provocation the troops started
firing again’ (Al Report) and contim}ed
firing into the backs of the fleeing
people. Dozens of causalities are
reported by witnesses. '

Tiananmen Square

In a small town military action of this
kind would be immediate knowledge,
but in the vast distances and spaces of
Beijing adjacent areas can be calm or
stormy alternately. Both reports con-
firm that the Square was very quiet by
this time in the early morning. The
troops controlled the northern rim and
occupied the Great Hall of the People
along the western rim. ‘

They had also moved along the east-
ern rim in front of the History Museum
and from around midnight had entered
the Square from the south-west from
Qianmen Avenue West. Other troops
had arrived from Qianmen Gate in the
south from behind Mag’s Mausoleum,
Witnesses claim they were shooting in
the airand other wjtpesses say there was
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fighting and several deaths in the south-
west corner of the Square as troops
struggled with citizens to enter. One
reporter witnessed several burning
buses in front of the Kentucky Fried
Chicken outlet in Qianmen West Street
to the south-west of the Square, and
about twenty disarmed police and sol-
diers being rescued by students from an
angry crowd. Then troops came firing,
killings are reported, and tanks raced
through the barricades. [It was near
here, by the public toilets, that the
Hong Kong ATV film crew reported
live on events throughout the night by
mobile radio-telephone, one reporter
suffering a gunshot wound. JU]

The Al report says ‘Continuous
heavy gunfire was also heard coming
from the south in the early hours of 4
June, and during the following days, but
little is as yet known about what hap-
pened there. As far as is known, the
troops who came from the west towards
Tiananmen Square during the night,
firing continuously, were those who

caused the heaviest casualties among .

civilians.’.

Most of the students, estimated
variously at between 3,000 and 5,000
were gathered around the steps leading
up the Monument to the Peoples’
Heroes which stands to the south of the
Square in front of the Mausoleum.
Some students were sleeping, others
wandering around in the vast space
where the tents were between the
Monument and the Democracy Statue
erected towards the north of the
Square. Many citizens still occupied
parts of the Square, especially to the

south.

During this period of calm in
Tiananmen the AW reporter wandered
over to the Great Hall of the People

~along the west side of the Square and
took a good look at the faces of the
troops there. His comments are inter-
esting. ‘I was astonished at how young
they looked — they seemed to be no
more than 16 years old, and some even
looked as if they might be as young as 14
years. They were remarkably short,
seemed very thin, and their facial fea-
tures (in marked contrast to most of the
other soldiers I’d seen in the previous
two weeks) were extremely hard and
vicious-looking. But they also seemed, 1
thought, to be quite frightened: their
faces were flushed and reddened, and
they were sweating profusely and
breathing fast and heavy. . . (Some days
later. . . I realized who they reminded
me of: the teenage infantry of the
Khmer Rouge.)’ [The use of poor and
often ignorant peasant boys as killer
troops in cases of urban unrest has a
long history, in Europe as now in China.
Rumours that these young troops were
also on stimulant drugs are just that,
rumours. The sweating of these young
troops could be accounted by a day of
forced marching, the tension and the
humidity of June. — JU]

|\ At 0400 hours a new drama began.

The Square was plunged into sudden
darkness as the lights were switched off.
In the eerie darkness the students
began singing the Internationale to
raise their spirits. The anxiety of the
situation was partially broken when the

students began their debate by
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loudspeaker as to whether they should
stay or leave. One report says the first
speaker was Hou Dejian, the Taiwanese

hunger-striker, who announced that he.

had negotiated a peaceful withdrawal
for the students. Other speakers fol-
lowed and eventually a vote to leave was
taken. Students began lining up and
‘moving out of the Square to the south
through the Qianmen Gate.

The AW report captures the

to and must always appeal to? JU]

At some point during the dark
around two hundred troops came run-
ning out of the Great Hall of the
People, and either before or after the
lights were turned on again (around
0430 hours) launched an assault on the
Monument. ' :

The Al report quotes one ac-
count from a witness who claims

'One group of  shotswere fired and ‘Students fell

mood. ‘Many of those who came students shouted down around me, about 20 to 30.
pastus, in the columnwhichwas “Down with the A group of workers protecting us

now ten deep, each contingent Communist was all killed.’ This account fjrst
of students following their own Party!” appeared in the pro-Beumg
college’s banner, had tears roll- ~ — thisisthe  Hong Kong newspaper Wen Wei

ing down their cheeks, menand first time 1 had  Po although it has not been inde-
women alike. All looked everheardthis pendently verified. The Beijing

shaken, and many were trem-

being openly

People’s Daily confirms that the

blingbadly or walking unsteadi- said in China... soldierswere firing, but only over

ly; but all looked proud and
unbeaten. They walked slowly, no panic
or precipitate retreat from this scene,
this uniqie place of struggle for an en-
during idea.’

He also adds the following detail.
’One group of students shouted “Down
with the Communist Party!” — this is
the first time I had ever heard this being
openly said in China, and.it seemed to
symbolize the watershed that had now
been reached in the political life of the
nation.” The Mongolian contingent
commented’ “You see, there’s Chinese
socialism for you” and “This is the first
time I've ever seen fascism in action”.’
[Are these the comments of ‘counter-
revolutionaries’? Or the expression of
universal human values to which
genuine socialists have always appealed
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heads. The Al report is not clear
as to the timing of this assault on the
Monument. _
The AWreporter first records seeing
troops on the upper levels of the Monu-
ment at around 0510, at least .half an
hour after the student evacuation had
begun, and after the lights had come
back on, and assumes that they had at-
tacked from the western side. He had
just walked towards the north of the
Square to search for the Statue of
Democracy and returned along a\,‘l,lne. to
the east of the Monument, réporting
that ‘I turned to my left in order to view
the scene on the Monument, about 20
metresdistant. The sight vas a shocking
one: the entire top level of the Monu-
ment was swarming with steel-l}el-
metedsoldiers, ., By 1 pelow the soldiers



ho -
h-

.. .were still large numbers of students,
indeed a fairly solid mass of them, still
slowly evacuating the plinth. And still
there was no sign of panic there, not the
slightest evidence of any massacre
having just occurred, during the five
minutes or so of our sortie up towards
the tanks.’

He does, however, quote a witness to
some panic as students were forced
down the Monument from the higher
levels, concluding that ‘it is possible
that some deaths or injuries occurred

- during those final moments on the

Monument.’ The only shooting the AW
reporter witnessed was during the dark-
ness when troops from the History
Museum to the east were apparently
taking pot shots at the students’
loudspeaker equipment. Other reports
of this shooting exist.

The ILHR/ASGHRC report at this
point quotes an account of the situation
on the Monument given by a student
from Qinghua University and reported
in Wen Wei Po on 5 June. He says the
assault troops beat and bloodied the
students but when ‘students on the third
level had been driven down to the
ground level, machine guns started
firing. Some soldiers knelt down to
shoot and their bullets just brushed past
our heads. But the bullets fired by the
soldiers lying on the ground all hit the
chests and heads of students. When we
saw this, we had no alternative but to go
up the stairs of the Monument again.
When we retreated there, the gunfire
stopped. But the soldiers on the Monu-
ment again beat us to drive us
downward. When we retreated to the

ground level, the machine guns fires in
sweeping bursts again.” This report,
which clearly does-not match the AW
report, came from the student con-
cerned who was interviewed twice by a
Wen Wei Po reporter, once shortly after
he escaped the Square, and again after
he had time to get some sleep. But Chai
Ling’s emotional taped message to the
world smuggled out of China some
weeks later does not mention any
machine gun fire, and it is difficult to
know what weight to place upon the
testimony. But numerous other reports
appeared in the Hong Kong press, by
journalists as witnesses and as reporters
of students escaping from the square, of
shootings and crushings by tanks. It is
just not possible to match all the
detailed claims of many of these reports
with the collaborated evidence of the
Al and AW reports. Tiananmen Square
is a huge area and no-one could know
all that happened in all parts. The best
that can be expected is to gauge the
scale of the killings. The value of the Al
and AW reports in this respect is that
they set the credible lower limits.

The lights had come back on around
0430 hours. At 0500 hours tanks and
APCs which were by now strung out
along the north of the Square ina V-for-
mation, began a slow drive south. Ac-
counts that they drove furiously are not
confirmed by the Al or AW reports.
They crushed everything in their path, -
first the Democracy Statue, then
bicycles, railings, and the village of tents
which stretched the 150 metres back
towards the north-east of the Monu-
ment. Behind the tanks marched sol-
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diers. The AW witness was in the north
of the Square at this moment, very
close, and confirms that, contrary to
claims issued later by
Beijing, no soldiers

were in front of the In one sense the arithmetic of
APCs and tanks to the slaughter is less important
than the political fact of it. . .

were occupied by Butin averyimportant way it

check whether the tents

about the fate of the dare-to-die squads

around the Democracy Statue when it
fell.

Clearly many people
did die in and around
Tiananmen Square on the
4th June, and plenty of
rumours then circulated
of many thousands having

sleepers. Foreign jour- does matter. Accountability and gied there. What is wit-

nalists who had looked responsibility are the only ul-

nessed is that more were

inside some of the tents  timate safeguards society has killed after they had left

earlier in the evening

not possible to know
whether they were still

Fh.ere, or indeed whether others had
joined them later,

' It is at this point that claims made by
dlfferent people vary enormously.
Neither the AI report nor the AW
report suggests that mass shootings and
killings took place at this time in the
Square. The AW reporter is unaware of
any shooting until around 0600 hours in
the south-eastern sector. The Al also
records this shooting. It was here that a
Hong Kong student reports a student
standing beside him from the Beijing
Normal University *filled with blood all
over his head which nearly exploded’. A
Polish reporter described the random
shooting in the back of fleeing students.
By 0600 hours the tanks had reached the
southern end of the Square which was
now under total PLA control. Were any
students left inside the tents and
crushed to death? Both reports cast
doubts upon claims that there were, but
the AW reporter does raise a question

14 —

against crimes against
had only seen five humanity, and they can only be
people asleep, and it is achieved by an insistence upon
democracy.

the Square on their long
march back to their col-
leges. The student column
moved in an arc, south
through the Qianmen
Gate and then swung west and north to
cross Changan Avenue West at the
Liubukou intersection (see map point
8). At that junction, at around 0645-
0700 hours several APCs drove at high
speed into the column crushing 11 stu-
dents todeath. Troops from two of them
then opened fire and threw tear-gas.

The Arithmetic of Slaughter

In one sense the arithmetic of the
slaughter i$ less important than the
political fact of it. How and why could
such a thing happen in a country which
claims to be socialist? But in a very
important way it does matter. Account-
ability and responsibility are the only
ultimate safeguards society has against
crimes against humanity, and they can
only be achieved by an insistence upon
democracy. The deaths of the students,
ciizens and workers who fell will con-
tinue 1o serve the democratic cause for
as long as they are remembered and




those responsible for their deaths are
called upon to stand trial under a rule of
democratic law.

During the days following June 4th
many incidents of cold-blooded shoot-
ings were recorded on film and in wit-
ness accounts. Beijing municipality has
over 40 hospitals. In the 11 hospitals
visited by available witnesses over 300
hundred deaths were recorded and
some hospital sources put the hospital
toll by Sth June at over 1,400. Chinese
Red Cross sources are said to have
placed the death toll as 2,600. Other
estimates go higher. It is worth quoting
Amnesty’s carefully considered judge-
ment: -

At least athousand civilians — most
of them unarmed — were killed and '
several thousands injured by troops
firing indiscriminately into crowds in
Beijing between 3 and 9 June.

It is possible to react to the terrible
events of June in China in despair of
ever knowing 'what really happened’, to
condemn the slaughter, and to let his-
tory pass on. Such a reaction would be
realistic if it could be assumed that
these events were just a passing moment
of tragedy. However even the official
PRC version of events [but one con-
cocted only at the time of the martial
law declaration] claims that the pro-
democracy uprising was part of an on-
going struggle. As they would like it to
appear as the struggle between revolu-
tion and counter-revolution, a struggle
in which the masses are being manipu-
lated from outside, and by a few intel-
lectuals within China ‘corrupted by

W

bourgeois liberalism’. It is clear that the
present Chinese Government sees this
struggle continuing, just as Mao in the
years preceding the Cultural Revolu-
tion claimed that ‘class struggle’ even
within ‘socialist’ China was a long-term
political necessity.

If this is really what is happening in
China then those responsible for expos-
ing thousands of China’s young students
to North American and West European
university and polytechnic education
must share the blame, which means
above all Deng Xiaoping himself. But
there is another view.

From its earliest days the Chinese
Communist Party adopted a model of
socialism that substitutes the Party for
the class, and ‘the leadership’ for the
Party. The view of the State held by Karl
Marx himself holds that the State
reflects the social relations of civil
society, and that socialism consists of
reabsorbing the functions of the State
back into civil society. In other words,
the ‘withering away of the State’ in the
transition from socialism to com-
munism was always, for Marx and En-
gels(4 , a process in which political life
becomes more and more democratic as
peoples’ power, and access to material
rewards and social accountability
devolvg.\ ,

When confronted with the realities
of socialism in an isolated and backward
country like Russia, the two principal
leaders of the Russian Revolution,
Lenin and Trotsky (founder of the Red
Army), both argued that hostility from
foreign powers necessitated the
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strengthening of the State, not its
withering. But neither of them went on
to argue from this circumstance of his-
tory that it was a step forwards. On the
contrary we may judge it as a step back-
wards from socialism. Only later did
Stalin invent‘’marxism-leninism’ as a
justification for the dictatorship of the
Party over the State and the people.

Tragically, the CCP adopted the
same formulation, and today the
defence of the Party over society,
enshrined in the Four Cardinal Prin-
ciples (5), is used to murder the people
who challenge its authority. The gains
of the Revolution of 1949 have been
squandered by the very party that
claimed the credit for them. Increasing-
ly the people want to move forward
towards a more just, more humane,
more free and less corrupt society. They
rightly see bureaucracy as having estab-
lished for itself self-perpetuating
privileges, absorbing the social surplus
to finance their lifestyles. They have
seen the PLA grab national resources to
finance their own business activities
while the standards of living of the
people remain at poverty levels. The
people want to move ahead, but the
Party protects its privileges and is rid-
dled with corruption second to none in
Asia.

This is not surprising, and certainly
cannot be explained away as the product
of a few bad elements. Socialists most of
all have a responsibility to explain how
corruption has become just as sys-
tematic in China and Eastern Europe as
in the worse examples of capitalist
countries. And the answers are not dif-
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ficult to find. In any society where
privilege and status is closed to mem-
bers of a ‘club’, whether that club is a
social class, a bureaucracy, a military
clique, or a ruling party, then the abuse
of privilege and the corrupt protection
of it are acts of self-interest. Only
democracy and the rule of democratic
law (note: not the rule of law, but the
rule of democratic law) can promote
self-interest in harmony with the social
interest. At the same time material
poverty in society will also foster selfish
attitudes because people have to survive
and most people will put their family
interests first.

Maoism always adopted an idealistic
view that people would rise above their
material poverty to adopt altruistic and
self-sacrificing behaviour. This can
work for short periods where there is
strong motivation, but where is the
motivation in an undemocratic society?
Patriotism against an invading enemy
can bring forth heroics. Class solidarity
brings forthsacrifices in the struggle for
social justice against exploiters. A com-
mutity rallies round to protect its
citizens in times of natural disasters,
But how can the everyday struggle of
life to feed and to house a family be
married to the idea of collective at-
titudes and social effort if the people
cannot see a self-interest in achieving
social justice? People need to s€€ the
material benefits as well as the mora]
ones, and that means they need to have
a real say in how the material benefits
of society are distributed, whether it be
through their purchasing power or
through their politjcal power. Motiva-




tion is the social good that derives from
democracy.

In other words, to achieve social jus-
tice in China people must first want
social justice in the sense that they can
see their interests lie in social justice. It
is the task of socialists to demonstrate
that interest. Today, the achievement of
social justice in China clearly turns
around the question of democracy.
People clearly want it, and without it
corruption will continue to thrive and
the people will respond to ap-

ideal. Socialists inside and outside
China, and Eastern Eiirope, will have t0
prove themselves through their un-
qualified defence of the democratic
‘revolution and their determination to
uncover and expose the wrongdoings of
the old regimes so that at least some of
the wrongs can be righted. This is why
what happened in June should not be
forgotten or forgiven. Things forgotten
and forgiven happen again.

If the future China is to have an army
that respects the sovereignty

peals from the Government No doubt many of the Of the people, if it is to have
for greater productive effort  older leaders cling  leaders that are accountable
with growing cynicism. onto their ideological and responsible, if it is to

The events in Eastern beliefs, unable to ad- have a press that reports
Europe have alarmed the justtotheideathat freely and accurately, if it is
Chinese leaders. They correct-  past ‘mistakes’ were to have laws which are
ly see the same unfolding in  really the inevitable upheld and applied without
China. No doubt many of the consequence of their prejudice or favour, [and
older leaders cling onto their own abandonment of Wwithout any of these there
ideological beliefs, unable to Marx’s inspired under- can be little economic
adjust to the idea that past standing that progress either], then what
'mistakes’ were really the in- democracy is the es- happened in June must be
evitable consequence of their  sence of socialism.  brought to light. Sooner or

own abandonment of Marx’s
inspired understanding that democracy
is the essence of socialism. Now history
has cast them, many against their will or
better judgement, into the role of reac-
tionaries. The democratic revolution,
promised but never achieved by Mao
after 1949, will not be delayed for ever,
as Eastern Europe proves.

The tragedy for socialists is that the
early stages of the democratic revolu-
tion will now be overshadowed by an
intense hostility by many people
towards socialism as an idea if not as an

. later, after a change of
Government, a full inquiry will be
demanded into who took what
decisions, how were they carried out,
what were the orders of the day, were
the troops ill-disciplined and did they
panic or was there a deliberate policy to
'\slaughter? These and other questions
must be answered. Whether legal ac-
* tion should then be taken against those
responsible will be a matter of judge-
ment. :
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Updates

The Iron Fist
Crushes On

(October 12, 1989)

Four months after the June 4th
massacre, the Chinese regime
desperately tried to tell the world
that life was back to normal in
China, and that everything was
under control,

However, for the hundreds of
thousands of students, workers and
other residents who had taken part in
the pro-democracy movement, life is far
from normal. For many of them in fact,
especially the leaders and organizers,

‘those four months had been a living

hell. Many of them felt worse because
before, especially during the months of
April to June, they could at least bear
some hopes with the government for
democratic reforms. They could speak
out about their aspirations, while now
they are under a constant and hidden
intimidation to their life and security if
they dare step beyond the line.
Everybody feels that security police,
secret agents, and even informants in
the guise of one’s own friends and
families abound all around them. For
Beijing residents, the martial law troops

are always just around the corner.

Areignofwhite (or Red?) terror has
been plaguing the Chinese people in
the form of executions and arrests.
Some of these were reported and pub-
lished in the official Chinese media in
June and July, intended to act as an
example to frighten off others. How-
ever, for some reason news of such ar-
rests and executions has almost
disappeared entirely since July. It may
be due to the reason that Deng Xiaop-
ing, despite what he kept saying in
public, was quite annoyed by the strong
foreign reaction to his persecution. Un-
fortunately, this superficial denial of ac-
tual persecution is far from the real
picture.

The persecution takes the form of a
more hidden and discreet if not always
subtle reign of terror. Arrests continue
to this present moment, and were espe-
cially prevalent before National Day
(October 1st). And the axe, as an-
ticipated, falls on the heads of workers
far worse than students.

On September 18, the Shanghai Wen
Hui Bao reported that the Shanghai
authorities claimed to have arrested 72
people who were leaders of various pro-
democracy organizations such as the
Workers’ Autonomous Federation, the
Workers’ United Support League, the
Workers’ Patriotic Support League, the
Workers’ Self-ruled Support League,
the Voice of Freedom and Democracy,
the Patriotic Volunteer Army, and the
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Autonomous Federation of China’s
Civil Rights. The Shanghai authorities
estimated that altogether there were
about 99 people who led the democracy
movement in the city.

Since the beginning of August, the
government has issued internal cir-
culars to all units of the Party, govern-
ment and military machinery that 19
categories of people needed to be iden-
tified and investigated for their involve-
ment with the so-called “counter-
revolutionary rebellion”. Special of-
fices were set up in Beijing for people
to report on any of these 19 categories’
elements. These 19 categories were
being divided into those who are the
targets of attack, and the targets of pur-
ges. The 19 categories are:-

Targets for Attacking:

1. Planners and organizers of the
counter-revolutionary (CR) rebel-
lion.

2. Leaders and core members of illegal
organizations.

3. Those who carried out counter-
revolutionary propaganda and in-
citement, including people who
produced political slander, writings,
printings; people who distributed
CR slogans, leaflets, big and small
posters; and people who had
released CR speeches.

4. People who had attacked, injured,
and kidnapped the police and
military personnel; people who
snatched guns, weapons and other
military supplies; and those who had
attacked and burnt military vehicles.
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5. Criminal elements who had com-
mitted activities which had seriously
endangered public security such as
beatings, damaging, looting, arson-
ing and killings.

6. People who refused to turn in the
guns and artillery which had been
lost by the Martial Law Troops.

7. People who have sheltered and
protected the CR and other criminal
elements.

8. The key people who have gathered
people to attack the Party and
government machinery and key of-
fices; who blockaded traffic creating
serious consequences.

9. People who have committed other
crimes during the CR rebellion.

10. Those who have taken vengeance
on people who reported on the above
crimes.

Targets for purging:

11. Those who have links with the plan-
ners or organizers of the CR rebel-
lion.

12. Those who have links with
suspected people overseas during
the CR rebellion,

13. People who joined illegal organiza-
tions.

14. People who committed antl-Party,
anti-socialism speeches and ac-
tivities in support of the rebellion.

15. People who have spread massxve
political rumours,

16. People who have taken part in the
activities mentioned in No.8 above.

. 17. People who have given massive

financial support to the rebellion.




18. People who have leaked state
secrets,

19. People who need to be investigated
for other suspicious conditions, -
Beginning September 15th, the Beij-

ing Public Security Bureau (BPSB) car-
ried out a new order to check the
identity cards of residents all across the
nation. With the implementation of
this order, the BPSB announced that
they had arrested over 200 people who
were involved in various rebellious ac-
tivities. - ‘

A senior official issued a statement
in early October reprimanding people
who have been pursuing the purge cam-
paign half-heartedly and called on
people to take the campaign seriously.

_Also in early October, a student in
the southern city of Guangzhou (Can-
ton) was arrested for having written
posters at his campus during National
Day calling on people not to forget the
June massacre. On National Day, Oc-
tober 1, the cities of Beijing, Shanghai
and Xian were visibly swamped with
military, police and public security
agents just to remind people and
guarantee that people only performed
officially condoned celebration ac-
tivities and nothing else. -

It is evident that the Chinese Com-
munist Party has turned to a most
bloody-minded and bloody-handed
witch-hunt of all those who were in-
volved in organizing the workers during
the pro-democracy movement, espe-
cially people associated with the
Workers’ Autonomous Federation.

It is mostly workers, not students or

intellectuals, who have been tortured,
executed or given long prison sentences
for daring to organize autonomous or-
ganizations. The famous Chinese
saying, “You must eliminate the roots
when cutting the weeds” appeared to
have struck a clear chord with the
Chinese rulers who have only one top
agenda in their policy — to stay in ab-
solute power and assure the absence of
any dissent. '

Update

On January 19th, 1990, the Chinese
government announced that they had
released 573 people who had been
detained since June for their involve-
ment in the pro-democracy movement.
According to the Chinese Public
Security Bureau, these people were
those who had shown repentence.
Though this was a welcomed move, one
must realize that it was no more than a
grand smokescreen. Many Beijing
people said tongue-in-cheek that this
was only to make room in the already

. overcrowded prisons for pending im-

prisonment. -

From all available signs, the main or-
ganizers and leaders of various
autonomous organizations are still be-
hind bars. Many of them are deprived of
prison visits, communication with
friends and family.

In mid-January, the Washington Post
reported that about 800 people were
secretly tried and sentenced for
counter-revolutionary activities. This

_included one student who was sen-

tenced to 10-years prison for posting an
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anti-government poster in his campus
last spring.

Newsweek magazine also reported
that maltreatment was common among
the political prisoners in China. Be-
tween 18-20 prisoners could be
cramped into a cell the size of 9 square
meters. In some detention centres,
detainees were not provided with beds
at all, and were only allowed to use the
toilet between 7.30 am to 3.30 pm. A
detained student said he was only given
four pieces of biscuits every day during
the few months he was detained since
June 1989. Beatings by electric batons
and gun-butts were common. On top of
all this, every evening they had to un-
dergo excruciating interrogation and
mental torture. Many detainees were
also sent to labour camps which could
last up to four years.

However, there was a much under-
exposed piece of news which went lar-
gely unnoticed. The Beijing Youth
Newspaper, an official paper, reported
on December 5th, 1989, that Beijing
authorities had arrested about 2,600
rioters in the 24 days following June
4th, and only 190 of those had been
released. Observers had noted that
these did not include the organizers of
the movement.
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The Embarrassing
Defeat of Yuan Mu at
Beijing University

Ming Pao Daily : “News from Beijing”, 1st
January, 1990.

O the afternoon of 27th December,
Yuan Mu was invited to Beijing Univer-
sity to present a report on current af-
fairs and to conduct a dialogue with
students. The student union, in an at-
tempt to avoid embarrassing the
‘prominent government official’, had
hand-picked ‘reliable’ students from
various faculties to attend the session.
So only those with tickets are admitted.

When Yuan Mu mentioned the
situation in Romania, he said, “What
happened in Romania cannot be com-
pared with the June 4th Incident.” At
this juncture, the atmosphere started to
become more lively. According to the
ruling laid down by the chairman from
the student union, students could sub-
mit question slips to the stage after
Yuan Mu had finished his report, and
Yuan could then respond to questions
he chose to answer. However, as there
were too many sensitive questions,
Yuan chose to evade, passing the
responsibilities to the chairman.

One of the students asked, “Had
there been any political motives behind
Qiao Shi’s visit to Romania?” Yuan Mu
immediately answer, “No.” Then he
went on to say, “The situation in
Romania has been caused by internal
and external hostile forces.” A student



pursued, “Can we understand it as”
(National Salvation Front) is an inter-
nal hostile force of Romania." Realiz-
ing that he had
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tional) leadership, in spite of the fact
that they had been the serving on top for
so many years. How come Jiang could
become the core once

committed a slip of Beijing University was really quite he assumed the post of

tongue, Yuan Immedi-

a university. It did live up to its
ately denied what he reputation. Its students raised ques- Another

Secretary-General?”
student

had just said. This had tions which were both direct, sensi- raised this question,
elicited great derision tive and relevant to current affairs.” “Li Peng does have a

among the students.

A student asked,
“China is of the
opinion that she should respect the
choice of the people of Romania. Dowe
mean to say: the people is righteous,
whereas the party has been wrong?”
Yuan Mu immediately evaded the ques-
tion by saying, “When we say the
people, we have to consider whether we
are using it in the abstract sense of con-
crete sense. . .” Again the students
responded by derision.

In his report, Yuan Mu attributed
China’s economic downturn to errors
made by a certain leader. A student
asked him who he was referring to. He
said that he was referring to Zhao
Ziyang. The student then asked, “We
often heard that Comrade Deng Xiaop-
ing was the Prime Designer of reforms.
Now that problems arise in our
economy, the blame is with Zhao

Ziyang. How do you explain this?”

Truly embarrassed by the question,
Yuan snatched the microphone and
asked, “ Are you a student from Beijing
University?” The student answered, “I
am from the Department of
Economics.” Another student then
asked: “Zhao Ziyang and Hu Yaobang
had never become the core of the (na-

The majority of such questions
caught Yuan Mu by surprise.

bad image in countries
outside the Mainland.
- Is there any suitable
candidate to replace him?” Yuan shook
his head with great emphasis, “I am not

going to answer this question.”

Beijing University was really quite
an university. It did live up to its reputa-
tion. Its students raised questions which
were both direct, sensitive and relevant
to current affairs. The majority of such
questions caught Yuan Mu by surprise.
Some of the students even made use of
this opportunity to shout out their ques-
tions, obviously not really expecting to
receive any answers. This is because all
the answers were already on the embar-
rassing and worried face and the restless
sitting posture of Yuan Mu.

The whole session was characterized
by enthusiastic and lively participation.
Yet, it was full of jeers and derision.
Yuan Mu left the meeting venue in a
most disgraced manner. It is an embar-
rassing defeat®of Yuan Mu.
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Why Does China Lift
Martial Law and
Release Some
Democratic Move-
ment Participants ?

On 11th January, 1990, Li Peng an-

nounced the lifting of Martial Law in -

Beijing. A week later, the Public Order
Bureau said over five hundred people
who were arrested under the suppres-

sion of democratic movement were °

released. However, almost at the same
time, policies implemented or
proposed before and after indicate that
the quelling of dissent has continued
and tightened. Laws were passed ban-
ning all demonstrations without
government approval, strikes and
political propaganda were made illegal
in Tiananmen, and the court was re-in-
structed to followed the Party line and
the leaders of the Party. More impor-

tantly, internal papers were circulated

to each district to take action against all
activists in the movement. Even in Beij-
ing, the number of troops was increased
rather than withdrawn completely from
the city. Most China watchers and
diplomats view the announcement as a
symbolic gesture for improving rela-
tions with the outside world.

Lee Yee, chief editor of The Nineties,
(published in Hong Kong) thinks that
the gesture is not only useful at an inter-
national level, but also aims at tackling
the discontent of people and exerting
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firmer control over the country. He
points out that all the policies and
politics carried out after the Beijing
massacre can be attributed to one cause:
stabilizing the authority of the leader-
ship. That the massacre is not con-
demned, the anti-capitalist,
anti-freedom movement is continued,

the repression of students’ and

intellectuals’ formal and informal or-
ganization is not stopped, is thus not
surprising. Those who were in power at
the time of massacre are still in power
today, they cannot reject what they have
done, otherwise they will fall from the
power stage. Even the release of stu-
dents and lifting of Martial Law can also
be analyzed similarly.

After what was probably the most
influential people’s movement in
China’s history was suppressed, people
now express their discontent through
different means: cycling round the col-
leges, “red tape” of the workers, speak-
ing differently during and after study
meetings. Although people do not and
can not explicitly oppose the Central
authorities, they are’living with great
disappointment and discontent. In
order to stabilize their political power
insuch anatmosphere, the leaders must
do sornethmg On the other hand, they
contlnue saying the Beijing Incident

as “chaos”, that students hurt and even
killed many troops. However, in fact,
most of them did not, and the central
authorities would be unable to raise
evidence in a trial. Hence for the sake
of subduing discontent, the students
cannot be detained for any length of

- time, and releasing them is a way to get



people’s hearts, to win the public over
with apparently generous deeds.

Lee further says since people are
uninformed about the unreasonable
phenomena and the poor performance
of the Government, and the Govern-
- ment also does things to appease the
emotions of people, large scale opposi-
tion is not likely to occur in the near
future unless the economic situation
worsens. Therefore, in the immediate
future the political and social structure
of China will most probably remained
unchanged.

In such a situation, Lee says all the
organizations which are concerned with
democratic development in China
should first make sure the issue is not
forgotten. Today, China’s Government

tries all means to cheat its people and

make them to forget the massacre. It-

becomes more important for those
people inside and outside the country to

- try by all means, to do the opposite, for

instance, when producing publications,
art, allowing judgement by an Interna-
tional Court, etc., to make the issue stay
in the minds of all people. Secondly,
non-government organizations can
exert pressure on their governments to
ensure that improving relations with
the Chinese Government is condition-
al. There is an urgent need for China’s
Government to rebuild the linkage,
hence the outside world may ask for real
change and improvement in China; not
just cosmetic change.

** WANTED **

SOLIDARITY MATERIALS FOR EXHIBITION

cover for our address.

In Hong Kong, from May 26 to May 28, 1990, the Hong Kong
Alliance in Support of the Patriotic Democratic Movement in China
is holding a rally and exhibition in Victoria Park, Hong Kong.

WE WANT MATERIALS FROM AROUND THE WORLD,
such as posters, banners, and leaflets, which have been produced
by other people about the June 4th massacre or in
democracy movement in China, These will be put on display along
with materials from Hong Kong and China. PLEASE send these
to Friends of Chinese Minzhu BEFORE May 18th. See inside

ort of the
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Analysis

Re-confront the fun-
damental question

— A talk with Su Wai, a Chinese intellectual —

(Translated from “The Nineties”, Hong Kong,
January 1990)

“. .. introspection was discussed in
a positive manner that presumed
Marxism cannot be demolished.
Now I think it’s time that we should
examine the premise itself. The tree
has decayed to such an extent that
it’s illogical to affirm that the roots
are healthy.”

A hundred years of Communist

movements, forty years of Chinese -

Communist Party (CCP) rule, ten
years of reform and the awakening
of the 1989 democracy movement
— all these have been surrounded
by one basic issue: the culture of
Socialism and Communism (the
S-C culture). Its features are the
lying mechanism, the threatening
mechanism and the oblivious
mechanism. n

China has lost its soul.

Lee: From Paris to the United States,
your group of exiled Chinese intellec-
tuals and students have, of course, dis-
cussed the issues of the June-Fourth
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movement (JFM). How do you judge
and evaluate this period of history?

Su: We talked about what we have
learned from the JFM, and spoke on the
problems it has brought about. But after
so many discussions on the problems, I
can only give my personal opinions.

I feel that at present, China has lost
its soul. Those in power who did such a
thing as the June Fourth crackdown, are
definitely “soul-less.” I feel that the
heart of the people is the soul of China,
so is knowledge and intellect, as well as
Beijing, being the heart of the country.
Yet the Chinese Communist Party
(CCP) has wiped out all these. They
have offended all the intellects and
have utterly lost the heart of the people.
The wound of JF is irreparable, its ef-
fect even more immense than that of
the Cultural Revolution (CR). At the
same time, JF has become a new
spiritual benchmark, a kind of
“refresher” for the Chinese intellect.
For so many years, we talked about in-
trospection and evaluation of China;
now we have reached a major full-scale
juncture of introspection.

Lee: How wide is the scope of introspec-
tion?

Su: In afewwords, it is retrospection on
the last century, on the past 40 years of

., Communist China, on the last 20 years

— the CR decade and the decade of

. economic reform, as well as introspec-

tion on the 1989 democracy movement.



More than 80 million died under
CCP rule.

Lee: About the first retrospection, are
you referring to the last century since
the opium war or the Marxist move-
ment?

Su: The Marxist movement; in the past
100years, there are two major tragedies
in human civilization: the Fascist-Nazi
movement and the twentieth century
Communist movement. For the last 40
years, introspection on the Nazi move-
ment has been expressed thoroughly by
the Western intellect, while introspec-
tion on the twentieth century Com-
munist movement, represented by
Lenin, Stalin, Mao Zedong and Deng
Xiao-ping, has been done partially.
Only in the past decade, did we begin to
criticize Stalinism and Mao’s mistakes
in his last days. Yet we have not touched
Lenin, and not the least, Marx. Chen
Yun (ed: a famous old guard CCP
leader who specializes in economics)
once said that more than 20 million
people were sacrificed to build the
Peoples Republic of China (PRC). Yet
after the establishment of the PRC,
more than 80 million people died under
CCP rule. This data comes from an of-
ficial Commission, which estimated
that the 1958-61 starvation period
caused 20 million deaths.

Lee: Even now, many intellectuals out-
side of China still think that the
prototype theory of Marxism is
humane. Its problems arose from the
theory of class struggle expounded
during the Lenin period, and it wor-
sened when the theory of the dictator-

ship of the proletariat was put into prac-
tice. -

Su: For the past 40 years, the biggest
theoretical problem in China is the in-
ability to confront the fundamental
issue. Under the CCP framework, the
premise of Marxism is established and
untouchable. In the last decade, al-
though intellectuals were allowed to
evaluate and criticize Marx, Stalin and
Mao, their introspection was discussed
in a positive manner that presumed
Marxism cannot be demolished. Now I
think it’s time that we should examine
the premise itself. The tree has decayed
to such an extent that it’s illogical to
affirm that the roots are healthy.

Eliminating Elites and demolish-
ing order.

Lee: The 40 years of introspection is, of
course, referring to the establishment
of the PRC.

Su: Yes. When “Yellow River Eulogy”
first appeared on TV, a number of intel-
lectuals in China remained silent. Our
attitude towards to “Yellow River Eu-
logy” is quite different from that of
Wang Zhen’s (ed: a radical old guard in
the CCP). In fact, the “Yellow River
Eulogy” has refurnished the last 40
years. While portraying the events of
the opium_war and the international
Communist'movements in the context
of 5,000 years of Chinese civilization,
the problems caused by the CCP have
been evaded. Yet, we will have to face
the history of the last 40 years of CCP
rule of China squarely.

Undef the CCP history, there is a
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mechanism that eliminates the best and
the elite. In the leadership realm,
people that are capable and liberal-
minded are eventually ousted. Com-
petent people like Liu Shao-qi, Deng
Xiaoping in his early days and Zhou
Enlai were all banished, so was the des-
tiny of Hu Yao-bang, Zhao Ziyang and
Bao Tong.in the Deng era. The
phenomenon permeates not only in the
CCP, but all over society. People who
are talented and think independently
are not allowed to join the CCP. How
did this mechanism come into being?
Why is it that only the fools, the
obedient and the mediocre thrive in the
system?

Another mechanism is order
demolition. Once order is established,
itis destroyed right away. Like Hu Yao-
bang, when the situation had just been
stabilized, Hu had to be purged.

The wrong spiritual reliance.

Lee: How about the 10-year reform
situation?

Su: The three year period from 1979-81
is memorable, what we called the
“honeymoon” period for intellectuals.
1983-84 was the “spiritual pollution”
time. While the situation turned better
from 1985-86, in 1987 the anti-
liberalization movement started.

Lee: As an intellectual, after reflecting
on Marxism and China’s past 40 years,
how do you judge your kind?

Su: Intellectuals are faced with choices.
In 1949, the CCP attracted the best and
the most competent intellectuals. From
then to the CR, the dreams and visions

28 —

of intellect were shattered one by one
by CCP policies on various issues. Since
then, intellectuals became servile and
flattering towards the CCP. Up to now,
the emotion that most intellectuals
hold towards the CCP is still complex
and irrational.

This kind of decision has to be objec-
tively analyzed. To put it into substan-
tial terms, we will have to face the
reasons affecting our choices squarely.
Say, for example, we have always been
attracted to the moral aspect of the
prototype theory of Communism. The
general reference of moral and ethics,
common among traditional Chinese in-
tellectuals, is easily incorporated with
the altruistic ideal of the prototype
theories of Communism.

Two morals learned from the 10
year-reform period.

Lee: Your other introspection is on the
CR and reform, but discussions about
the CR are numerous.

Su: Indeed, but I think there are still
things that are worth mentioning. How-
ever, we should talk about the 10-year
reform. At present, people only praise
this period, saying that it is the best time
that the People’s Republic of China has
experienced since its foundation 40
years ago. Nevertheless, I think we in-
tellectuals have learned two lessons
from this period.

The first is: in this 10-year period, we
have downed one god and created a new
one. Indeed, we criticized the deifica-
tion of Mao and his absolute authority.
Yet in fact, there existed a latent move-



ment creating another god. During the
most critical moment of the JFM, all
the political forces surfaced. Yet the
knot could not be untied, the knot being
Deng’ssilence. The whole nation’s knot
could not be untied just because one
individual decided to remain silent.
That illustrated the emergence of
another absolute authority. In praising
the reforms during the past 10 years, we
intellectuals have remolded a new god.

Retrospection on the 1989 student
movement.

Lee: After the first moral you men-
tioned, what is the second one you have
learned in the 10 year reform period?

Su: The second lesson is the introspec-
tion on the 1989 student movement. Be-
cause of Mao’s campaigns of sending
intellectuals and cadres to the
grassroots level to learn from farmers
and factory workers, the intellectuals
were sickened and offended by the idea
of the united front of workers, farmers
and soldiers. Yet in fact, we did over-
look the welfare of farmers and factory
workers, especially the latter.

Coming from an agrarian back-
ground, most Chinese workers became
urbanized in the process of political and
economic changes that took place
during the past 10 years. They evolved
into a new class that possesses contem-
porary consciousness. The intellectuals,
meanwhile, ignored this development
and did not participate in this involve-
ment. Because the status of intellec-
tuals was upgraded during this period,
the rift between workers 4nd intellec-

tuals has widened. The intellectuals did
not try to break through ‘this barrier,
nor did they consciously try to par-
ticipate in the workers’ urbanization
process. '

During the past 10 years, the intel-
lectuals have grown, so did the working
class, though each unaware of the other.
The maturity of ademocracy movement
depended on the maturity of all the clas-
ses in society. Although intellectuals
are the pioneers of society, we did not
consciously join the growing process of
other classes. In Poland, there are many
theoreticians who are labour activists,
and the intellectual participation in the
Solidarity movement was very effective.
This phenomenon was absent in China.

In the 1989 democracy movement in
China, the responsibility borne by stu-
dents and intellectuals was far too
heavy. Inasocial movement, the burden
should be evenly distributed among all
classes in society. Yet this time, stu-
dents and intellectuals bore nearly 90
percent of the burden, making the
movement tedious and with no follow-
up successors.

Lee: Many Beijing citizens were in-
volved in the movement. You men-
tioned immaturity, do you think their
involvement, as non-organizational, is
immature?

Su: Yes. The citizens’ involvement is
non-organizational. Many workers,
when off-duty, participated the move-
ment in their role as citizens. Participa-
tion of workers through their unions
was very limited.
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Student movement lacked the at-
titude of reasomng and com-
promising.

Lee: Since the status of being students
changes every few years, the students as
asocial class, can only be regarded as an
impetus in a social movement, not a
major force. The question is, once the
vanguard (student) is gone, there are no
succeeding forces. Like the present stu-
dent movement, even with no clamp
down, the movement would wind-down
and disband in a short while.

Su: Right. Another lesson we learned is
that in facing an irrational, ruthless
regime, the intellectuals, including the
university students, became over-
whelmed and lost their sense of reason
and their will to compromise. For
democracy, besides being a political
process, is also, to a certain extent, a
compromising relationship among all
forces.

Lee: If there is no compromise, every-
thing will become like Deng Xiao-
ping’s way, won’t it?

Su: Quite right. An irrational regime
was confronted with an irrational self-
led popular movement, and the result is,
inevitably, tragedy: tanks, bullets, and
guns. To conclude, the intellectuals
could not transform the self-initiated
popular movement into an organized
democratic movement. Thus at the last
moment in Tiananmen Square,
whoever happened to be the most radi-
cal and insistent on staying in the
Square, became the leader.

Lee: Wasn’t that situation forged by the
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government?

Su: Yes, it was. But when facing that
kind of government, we didn’t have the
ability to calm down and rationalize the
popular movement. The intellectuals,
overtaken by emotion, had lost their
rational ability to compromise.

And now, to conclude the 1989 stu-
dent movement,. Starting from the self-
initiated popular movement, our road
to democracy should be finished off in
a non-violent, procedural manner. The
democratic front has only this route to
tread. Or else, the movement will be-
come a vicious cycle: violence against
violence.

The formation of the culture of.
Socialism and Communism.

Lee: In facing the introspection on the
past 100 years, 40 years, the last two
decades and the 1989 democracy move-
ment, what are your concluding views?
Su: Recently, we talked more on two
issues. First, the verbal violence, the
question of theoretical framework. I
didn’t invent this. I would like to
elaborate on the second issue, the
“socialism communism culture” (S-C
culture), to which I have given some
thought,

Lee: Is it the culture of socialism and
communism? |

Su: Yes. It is different from the culture
of the Scandinavian socialism. Here I
am referring to the ‘communist-ruled
countries in Russia, China and the East-
ern Bloc. Their legitimacy is based on
the culture of socialism, explained in
Lenin’s theory of building the political




party. This S-C culture has been in exis-
tent in human history for more than 70
years, long enough to formulate a cul-
tural consciousness.

Lee: Is it the socialism plus the dictator-
ship of the proletariat class and the rule
of Communist Party?

Su: Quite right. For the past 10 years,
we have been criticizing feudalism. I
think both communism and feudalism
are subject to scrutiny. Being a tautol-
ogy itself, communism cannot be
replaced by feudalism. It has its own
operating models, such as Leninism and
principles on Party building. It is sup-
ported by a number of theories and cul-
tural consciousnesses:

Lies occupy everything. .

Lee; What are the characteristics of the
S-C culture?

Su: I think there are three mechanisms
in this culture. The first being the “lying
mechanism.” Say for example, the per-
formance of Yuan Mu (ed: he stated
that no one was killed in the Tiananmen

Square). His statement that the media

of the world recreated their video tapes
by means of advanced technology,
though crude, should not be over-
looked. For this tactic is a major
mechanism in the culture.

If we explore the roots of the
prototype of communism, it is not too
difficult to conclude that the whole
theory is based on a false premise:
Utopian communist society — the un-
known heaven. When moral values are
injected into the lie, it turned into a
moral fallacy. Whatever communism

does, is for the benefit of the bigger self,
while the actions and sufferings are
borne by the smaller self. For the past
few decades, the Communist Party is
unclear on defining the means from the
end. As long as the end is grandiose, the
means can be ruthless. Their massacre
in Tiananmen Square was “necessary
for the revolution,” and anything is jus-
-tifiable. The past 70-year history of the
Communist Party is filled with these
despicable means.

In realizing the lies, fake moral
premises will have to be created, and
actions are led by these premises. For
example, the “Great, honorable, fault-
less CCP” is a fake premise. Under this
premise, they created such fallacy as the
Great Leap Forward (ed: a radical cam-
paign from 1958 to 1961 that brought
about famine and other disasters). Op-
posing voices, they said, were “extreme-
ly few,” and as a result, full-scale
crackdowns were launched on these
“extremely few” opposers.

In addition to the moral commit-
ments and the unreal premises men-
tioned, another kind of lying
mechanism is recreating history. To
quote an example: now, to upgrade the
historical importance of Deng, the ef-
fects of the Bei Ce Revolt (ed: a revolt
led by Deng in 1929 in the Guangxi

ﬁr\egion) are now said to be as important
as the Autumn Revolt (ed: a series of
guerrilla revolts led by Mao in 1927. It
began in Hunan Province, and ended in
the Jing Gang Mountains, which be-
came the first base of rural revolution).
‘Hence, history can be modified and
rewritten according to the interests and
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needs of those in power.

Threatening mechanism and the
oblivious mechanism.

Su: The second feature of the S-C cul-
ture is the threatening mechanism. We
said people like Yuan Mu, Chen Xi-
tong were archetypes of the CR period
for their choice of phraseology used in
those days, such as “a few bunches of
people,” “the clown that jumps about on
the roof.” In retrospect, their tactic is,
in fact, verbal violence, an integral part
of S-C culture. The quality of
totalitarianism is rule by force and fear.
Besides verbal threatening, there are
organizational threats, such as the
household registration system. The big-
gest threat now is, whoever participated
in the student movement will lose his
urban registration and be banished to
Qing Hai (ed: an impoverished region
in N.W. China where exiles are sent for
“labor reform”). This kind of organiza-
tional threat is very effective in contem-
porary Chinese society, forming the
origin of the ruling power.

The third mechanism is the oblivious
mechanism. A Czech intellectual once
said, after the 1968 Spring of Prague,
that the rulers tried every means to
erase people’s memory, while the
Czech intellectuals did everything to
retain them. The same thing happened
now after the Tiananmen event. Hence
wiping out people’s memory is an im-
portant feature of the S-C culture.

In the past 10 years, the ban on writ-
ing about the CR and the Anti- Rightist
Struggle (ed: an ultra-radical campaign
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in 1957) was repeatedly pounded into
the minds of the intellectuals. Unlike
their counter-parts in the West and the
Eastern Bloc countries, who confront
the unforgettable issues head on,
Chinese intellectuals slacked off and
only touched upon such taboos as the
CR and the problems of the past 40
years indirectly. This is the effect of the
oblivious mechanism.

Another instinct of the CCP is the
ability to wipe out one’s own memory.
Many of the present old guard leaders
emerged from student movements
themselves. Now they have forgotten
about their youth, and the positive im-
plications of student movements. To
them, the movement has become a
“riot,” an “insurgency,” “insurrection,”
and the students are “ruthless thugs.” If
it is so, the leaders themselves were
once villains.

Step out of the shadow of the S-C
culture.

Lee: So the three mechanisms form the
characteristics of the S-C culture?

Su: True. These three mechanisms
made the leaders of the CCP lose their
senses and souls. They have never given
any serious thoughts to the Hong Kong
1997 problem. Such issues as why Hong
Kong’s six-million population doesn’t
want to be ruled by China, which
promises rosy and prospective future.
Why is it that so many intellectuals have
fled from China? The leaders of the
CCP are not touched by these issues,
which in their view, are a natural
phenomenon. Blinded by the three



mechanisms, their distorted perception
of the world disabled them to confront
these problems. As a result, they
blamed overseas forces and Taiwan as
the causes of the democracy movement.

As for the 1997 issue, Chinese intel-
lectuals have never seriously thought
about it either, just as we have ignored
the S-C culture. In fact, 1997 is another
crisis for the CCP-led regime and the
S-C culture.

Lee: If the three founding charac-
teristics of the CCP really do exist, we’ll
have to be doubtful of everything of the
CCP says and does.

Su: Yes. I think we will even have to
question all the premises that CCP
proposed in the past 40 years. As the
twentieth century fades with the com-
ing of the twenty-first century, we will
have to walk out of the shade of the S-C
culture, if we still bear hope for the
future. '

An Analysis of
. the Present Chinese
Working Class and
Views of the Workers’
Democratic Movement

— by Din Jian and Xiao Min Aug-/Sept 1989

We are labour organizers who par-
ticipated in the recent “89 Democratic
Movement”. The nature of our work
(one of us is a labour cadre while the
other is manager of an enterprise)

means that we understand well. Here
we give our views of thé current situa-
tion of the Chinese working class and
the future direction of the democratic
meovement. We hope this will serve as a
useful reference for further research
and discussion. by concerned people.
We base our account on an evaluation
of the bloody outcome of “June 4 mas-
sacre”,

Working class is the poorest

- among all social classes in China.

Ever since the implementation of
“reform and open” policies, peasants
have attained a certain degree of
production liberty and a considerable
portion of them have been able to im-
prove their living. The income of “iron
nice bowl” earners such as ordinary
cadres of administration departments,
civil servants and intellectuals is not
high but well guaranteed. It is only
workers who have neither the liberty of
peasants nor the guarantee enjoyed by
cadres. “Reform” has driven away

- workers security feeling. The incre-

ment of their wages is far behind
general inflation. The reason is because
economic reform is process of benefit
redistribution for all social classes.

The reform in-China is from above

wnwards. It is initiated and imple-
mented by the bureaucratic ruling class
the group of beneficiary of existing so-
cial benefits. Owing to the corruption,
selfishness, incapability and unlimited
power of Chinese bureaucrats at all
level as represented by the Chinese
Communist Party, it has been extremely
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difficult to get any reform model nor
measure which may harm the benefit of
the ruling class to be accepted or imple-
mented during the tenyears’ reform. As
a result, the outcome of reform is the
expansion of the bureaucracy class’s
desires through misuse of power for
private advantages, corruption, receipt
of bribery and black mailing. It will
definitely lead to an unfair redistribu-
tion of social benefits resulting in the
relative elimination of social benefits of
other classes. Particularly for working
class, they are left in a state of relative
poverty.

Due to the incompleteness of urban
economic reform which has not at all
touched on the root of social economic
benefits — ownership (property rights),
working class has never become real
owner of production materials. Despite
being misleadingly regarded as “ruling
class” by CCP, the Chinese working
class, comparing with other social clas-
ses, is rewarded with the least amount
of actual benefits. In 1986, the addition-
al income average worker is obviously
lower than that of cadre or intellectual
after the “wage reform”, reason for this
is because workers can strive for bonus

which items from “profit” and “exces-.

sive production”.

Under the so called combmed
economic policy of ¢ ‘planned economy”
and “market economy”, bonus remains
unlikely since there is no guarantee for
supply of production materials.
Moreover, enterprise is much stressed
by contrcl, hindrance and pressure
from above “due to mismanagement
unfair competition and channels of raw
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material products and product market
prices being monopolized by
bureaucrats. Among all enterprises, na-
tional and small enterprises are having
the hardest time whereas enterprises of
foreign investment joint-venture and
big enterprises are in better condition.

Despite the implementation of
“production responsibility system” and
“contract system”, national enterprises,
which form the keystone of the national
economy, have not been to raise the
incentive of workers because it is
bureaucrats at all levels who benefit
from the new systems but not workers.
The reasons for this are as follows:

1. Contractors responsible for for-
mulating and implementing contract
system are all government officials.
They can gain profit by regulating
“targets”.

2. Property rights of enterprises belong

o “public” whom nobody is respon-
sible of. Contractors are in an ad-
vantageous position where they are
only accounted for profits but not
losses, therefore they are normally

“prodiicts” of the “relation ship net-

work” of bureaucrats who always get

ashare of the profit from “successive
production” (The so called “open
kidding” is merely a cover-up).

3. In order to safeguard personal and
small group interest, contractors
have caused accelerated deprecia-
tion of equipments, of workers and
worsening of employee insurance
welfare for workers. As indicated by
statistics, the living standard of 65%
of workers is lowering when compar-



ing their incomes (salary plus bonus)
to extent of inflation.

Common dissatisfaction of
workers

Workers of various professions who are
employed by state are also considered
to be part of the Chinese working class
and they are commonly dissatisfied with
the reality. The main reasons for this
ate: :

1. Life being difficult for them due to
unbalanced expenditures and incom-
es. Around 70% of Chinese workers
have to take up part-time jobs.

2. Under the present tightening
economic policy and unfair competi-
tion, many enterprises are in face of
danger of “closure, work stoppage
and conglomeration”. Workers are
under the threat of unemployment
and many can only get “basic living
allowance” from enterprises.

3. Workers are victims of bureaucracy,
corruption and social disorder and
they are lift in an insecure condition.

4. Employee insurance payment for ac-
cident, casualty and retirement is
limited. Under the “fixed amount
and responsibility policy”, medical
and hospitalization charges are not
guaranteed. Therefore serious ill-
ness may cost a whole fortune fo
workers. :

5.The Chinese government is ruthless-
ly suppressing students and workers
involved in the democratic move-

ment. Many workers are regarded as
“rioters” and are heavily sentenced.
Workers account for majority of all

pro-democracy elements being ar-
rested and killed not.to mention
their inflicted relatives and friends.
Therefore, there is widespread dis-
satisfaction in China.

Workers are full of grievance.
They only dare to speak but not
take any action. They need to be
directed.

- There is no freedom of press in China

but the masses enjoy a little bit of
freedom of speech. Unfamiliar with
writing, workers normally voice their
grievances instead. This may range
from scolding of Chinese communist
Party to commenting on Deng Xiao-
ping. Though workers are not afraid of
doing so, it is still difficult to get them
actually involved in the pro-democracy
actions. Reasons for this include:

1. Workers are not so free as intellec-
tuals. They are tied to their work
place and family. If they don’t go to
work, their salary will be deducted or

~ they have to pay penalty charge.

* 2. Most workers have to support their
families. Approximately 70% of the
worker activists involved in
democratic movements in Beijing,
Guangzhou and Fugian are under
thirty years old and not the main
rice-earners” for their families.

3. Around 60% of the previous “red
guards” are today’s middle aged
workers and cadres. They suffered
from the Culture Revolution. There-
fore, although dissatisfied with
reality, they are mature and conser-
vative and will not easily ;‘fight in the
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battle field” if the time is not right.

4. Workers have a lower level of cul-
ture and theory. They are vague
about concepts such as “democracy
and freedom” and have limited
source of information. Therefore,
they can neither come up with any
programs and perspectives about

- their own rights and interests, nor
can they take any conscious and ac-
tive moves.

5. Workers lack a strong organization
and powerful. The “Workers’
Autonomous Federation” estab-
lished during the Democratic Move-
ment is a breakthrough in the past
forty years’ of the Chinese workers
movement, yet it is still very green. It
will take time before it is inde-
pendent of the official labour union
in terms of propaganda, organiza-
tion, program and strategy, and truly
becomes a real workers’ organiza-
tion that can unit all workers.

Chinese official labour
bureaucrats dominate all ad-
ministrative structures. Their or-
ganization is well structured and
many of the labour union officials
are pro democracy.

Chinese official labour union is struc-
turally under the diréct leadership of its
party committee. It gets its financial
subsidy from the state which is
equivalent to 2% of workers’ salaries.
Its objectives are to provide ideological
and political guidance, and employee
insurance welfare to workers. In fact, it
is the “Labour working group” CPC and
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is responsible for conveying the party’s
views and mediate among workers. It is
neither possible nor desirable for it to
safeguard, speak for the workers and
confront the government. Though
some labour union officials may be will-
ing to.do so, yet this is unlikely under
the present system because:

1. All labour union officials are ap-
pointed by the party. If they confront
the government, they will harm their
own-interests.

2. If what they voice but is no in line
with the party policy, it is still useless.
The formation process of trade

union leadership is exactly the same as
party and administrative organizations.
First of all, candidates will be decided
internally and then passed during the
general meeting. Sometimes they may
be adopted but the result won’t differ
too much from the expectation of
government.

Take the Twelfth General Meeting
of the All China Federation of Trade
Unions (ACFTU) held in November,
1988 as an instance. The repre-

sentatives did not intend to vote for the
conservative candidate Ni Zhi Fu and

caused great tension in the party leader-
ship. Although Wei eventually
managed to be elected through “work”
and all kind a pressure and threats from
above, yet the democratic tendency of
the labour union officials was clearly
exhibited. Under great pressure from
mass .opinion during the Democratic
Movement, the ACFTU donated
100,000 yuan to students in hunger
strike and showed their “concern”.




Trade unions of various provinces con-
ducted “dialogues” with students under
unified arrangement while some local
labour unions such as those in
Shenzhen organized workers to attend
rallies. But soon after CPC had changed
their policy, the ACFTU immediately
followed and urgently ordered all
labour unions “to keep in line with the
central government”. Union officials
could do nothing about this although
they were unhappy with the “puppet
attitude” of their unions.

Supplementary Notes on the
Economic Situation of Chinese
Workers and Peasants

We have given a basic introduction of
the economic, political and ideological
situation of Chinese working class and
have briefly analyzed the origins of such
phenomena. What can be concluded is
that the current living standard of the
working class is relatively lower than
before, whether it is compared with the
living standard of ten years before or
that of other classes. The direct cause of
this is the prevailing high inflationary
rate over the last few years. According
to official statistics, inflationary rate
over past five years is over twenty

presents (actual inflation is estimated

to be exceeding thirty percent), while
wages of general workers have merely
been regulated twice during the ten
years’ reform, each time with an incre-
ments of about ten percent. The “price
allowance” received by a worker ranges

from twenty to thirty yuan per month.
In the meantime, we still lack reli-
able information on the actual incre-
ments of general workers’ wages and
inflation and find it difficult to provide
a precise analysis, given the great dif-
ference in wages among workers of dif-
ferent regions (special economic zones,
coastal areas, continental areas, remote
areas), different enterprises (foreign
capital, joint-venture, national
enterprise, collective enterprise) as
well as different fields (energy, raw
materials, chemicals, electronics,
mechanics, textile, processing industry,
etc.). However, we can get a hint of the
general situation by looking at the
labour wage of several enterprises
where we have done some research.

A. A Metal Factory in Lanzhou

This factory produces raw material
which is in great demand. Workers who
have been working for over twenty years
receive around 250 yuan monthly while
young workers receive around 150 yuan
monthly. The means the average in-
come (wage plus bonus) is around 200
yuan per month. Generally speaking,
workers of such raw material (steel,
iron) production industry, energy and
partly transportation, receive a higher
wage and are considered to be the
“lucky ones” among national
enterprises. However the inflation rate
experienced by Lanzhou in recent years
is 25%, and average expenditure per
head per month is 80 yuan. If we take

‘the average population per family to be

3.5 people, average total income to be
1.8 people’s general income (family
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members may work for different fac-
tories), then the average income per
head is 100 ynan which can only result
in minimal savings.

B. A military electronic enterprlse
in Chengdu.

After the factory changed its product

‘lines to civilian use, the market demand

for its new products was low. Except for
workers in strategic sections who can
earn a monthly wage of 130 yuan, most
workers only get 60 yuan per month
which is not even sufficient to cover
basic expenses. Consequently, workers
have to get part-time jobs in order to
bridge the gap.

C. A Machinery Factory in
Shaanxi and a forestry Machinery
Factory in Wei Nan.

The market demand for captioned
products has been low over the past six
years. The two enterprises suffer a great
loss and have to rely on financial sub-
sidies from local governments. Monthly
incomes of workers does not exceed 100

yuan which is insufficient for normal

living expenditure.

D. A metal factory in Gansu

Main products are cameras. Sales are
fair and the factory belongs to middle
level enterprise. Monthly income of
worker is about 130 yuan. The mini-
mum living expenditure is ap-
proximately 80 yuan per person.

E. Coastal Fujian (Open region)
The total monthly income of a medium
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level worker family (with two workers
in the family each with 20 years working
experience, a three-member family as
per birth control quota) is 300 yuan, that
means average income per person is 100
yuan, According to current prices, the
monthly expenditure on food per per-
son is 70 yuan while remaining 30 yuan
is needed for rent, water, electricity,
clothing, children’s education and
medical service etc., merely adequate to
cope. Unless additional income from a
part-time job is available, it is very dif-
ficult for a worker to have extra money

- for buying domestic electrical equip-

ments or for safeguarding against pos-
sible natural disasters.

Among the above mentioned
enterprises, “A” belongs to the better
wage group (200 yuan), “B” and “C”
belong to the worse wage group (80-90
yuan) whereas “D” and “C” belong to

- the medium level (140 yuan). Let us

now have a look at the highest income
earners — workers of Shenzhen Special
Economic Zone (mostly involved in
processing, production or tourist in-
dustry). Average monthly income of
workers there is around 350 yuan but
200 yuan is required for basic food and
housing. A worker will not have much
left if he/she spends alittle more. As for
the newly emerging frural enterprise”
taking Chengdu suburb as an example,
the highest monthly income may reach
200 yuan, the lowest ranges from 70 to
80 yuan while most workers earn
around 100 yuan per month.
Concerning workers’ medical wel-
fare and economic capacity, except
those “privileged big enterprises”, most



enterprises implement the “fixed
amount and self responsibility system”
as far as workers’ medical welfare is
concerned meaning each worker is
given a fixed monthly medical al-
lowance of 5 to 10yuan only. For serious
cases where hospitalization is deemed
necessary, enterprise will only take up
maximum 80% of the total medical
charge. If we take medium level surgery
costing 2,000 to 3,000 yuan as an in-
stance, the worker will have to bear per-
sonally over 400 to 600 yuan which is
equivalent to 1/2 to 1 year’s total saving
for a middle class worker’s family. In
case of serious illness or other acci-
dents, the worker is in a very difficult
economic position.

From the workers income figures in
above mentioned industries, it is es-
timated that the average monthly in-
come of a Chinese is approximately 130
yuan. For a family of 3.5 — averaging
husband, wife, a child and “half” an
elderly person, with two persons work-
ing, the total income is 260 yuan
whereas minimum monthly living ex-
penditure is equal to 70 yuan per person
per month x 3.5 = 245 yuan (most
workers are from country side where
half of the elderly do not enjoy pen-

N

sions). As a result, majority of the’

Chinese working class live at subsis-
tence level.

Concerning the question of in-
creased income of Chinese peasants, as
per official statistics, the average an-
nual income of a peasant was slightly
over 100-yuan in 1978 and reached 300
yuan in 1988. Peasants’ incomes are
balanced at a national level.

Peasants of particular regions may
have a even higher income while those
remote regions may not have adequate
to feed themselves.

Taking 300 yuan as the basé, even

though it appears to be lower than the
average monthly living expenditure of a
worker, in fact peasants have greater
economic capability than workers be-
cause they do not to pay for rice,
vegetables, water or housing.
Following the economic recession,
political backwardness, ever-increasing
prices and unresolved problems in
China, Chinese workers cannot main-
tain a basic living standard and once the
situation worsens further, they will
surely join the anti-autocratic, pro-
democracy struggle in order to
safeguard their own interests.

-
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Accounts of Activists

“the Government will
retaliate against every
one of us”

A 1989 Essay by Chai Leng

On that day, my husband Feng Congde,
was deeply upset. He decided to write in
his own blood. He was yet to finish the
writing when he said, "Why do my hands
fail to bleed?’ When the three students
knelt down, all the other fellows shed
their tears.” — Chai Ling, 23, aresearch
student of the Beijing Normal Univer-
sity. Originally, she was the secretary to
Wuer Kaixi. After Wuer stepped down,
Chai Ling took over his position and
became one of the four leaders of the
Beijing students’ movement. The other
leaders are Feng Congde (Chai Ling’s
husband) and Wang Dan.

This essay was written by Chai Ling
herself before and after the hunger
strike. When she had finished it, she
gave it to the reporters in Beijing. The
last bits of the essay are almost illegible
because she was then physically very
weak. Thus the editor has filled in the
blanks and refined the sentences before
producing the following published ver-
sion:

I think these might be my last words
because a situation like this is likely to
become grimmer and grimmer. I am
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now twenty-three years old. It is both
surprising and coincidental that my
birthday this year fell exactly on the day
Hu Yaobang died. My home is in Shan-
dong province. I left for the Beijing
University in 1983 to study psychology,
and in 198, I was admitted to the Beijing
Normal University to further my study
in child psychology.

It was on April 22 that I spoke out for
the first time in this movement. The
movementstarted on April 28. Students
had waited for a long time. They re-
quested that Li Peng come out and
receive them in the hope of securing an

“opportunity to attend Hu Yaobang’s

funeral., However, the Government
delayed in responding time and again.

Students became indignant and
wanted to throw themselves into the
Great Hall of the People. The ‘down-
on-knees’ incident then took place. At
that moment, I couldn’t sustain my

~-tolerance any longer. I had to speak out.
- But then, I had almost lost my voice.

While my fellow students were on their
knees, I said, “Would government offi-
cials please come out and attend to
students’ request and their cries!” No
one responded. At that time, a fellow
advised to me to reserve my voice,
saying that there was no use crying out
like this. They gave me water to drink.
By that time, I had already beenstarving
and thirsting for more than 20 hours. At
last, I said, ‘All Beijing University stu-
dents must now be hand in hand and




leave the Square promptly.’ The depar-
ture from the Square did help to avoid
possible bloodshed. After this incident,
I joined the Organizing Committee of

the Beijing University and was deter-

mined to do something. .

On that day, my husband Feng Con-
gde was deeply upset. He decided to
write in his own blood. He was yet to
finish the writing when he said, “Why
do my hands fail to bleed?” When the
three students knelt down, all the other
fellows shed their tears. We meant to
give our Government some advice, and
now, we had to be down on our knees
with no official responding to us nor
accepting our advice. Later, as I worked
for the Organizing Committee, I ex-
perienced a lot. I strongly feel that the
members of the Organizing Committee
are righteous people, they are honest
and sincere. But there are also some
who have a mind for personal aims, and
some who are vain glorious. Some
people wear a particular face before
death, and put on another before vain
glory. .

On May 4, we held a spectacular
demonstration; we published our May
Fourth Declaration in which we an-
nounced the commencement of the
pro-democracy Movement in China.
This time, the number of demonstrators

was less than on April 27 because somé™

students were too tired. I didn’t expect
it to turn out so bad — a student from
the Autonomous Students’ Union
surprisingly declared a return to class-
room on May 5. The situation then was
terribly had. Many students were great-
ly disappointed. The student from the

Autonomous Students Union said, ’if
we do not resume classes, we will bring
harm to citizens.’” Students’enthusiasm
got buried just because of these few
words. Later, as the atmosphere in the
Beijing University became more and
more unfavourable with more and more
students going back to classrooms, our
work was made very difficult, We felt
that we had to keep the movement
going by staging a hunger strike.

At noon on May 10th, some students
from the Beijing Universities
Autonomous Students’ Union aired
their opposition (to the staging of a
hunger strike). However, some other
Beijing University students and I in-
sisted. We made certain arrangements
and began to promote the hunger strike
on the University campus. I was very
anxious because students who agreed to
participate made up too small a num-
ber. The enthusiasm of the students
slackened once again.

That evening, I called for the signa-
tures of those who agreed to participate
in the hunger strike. There were only
forty odd students, and I was dishear-
tened. I cried and said, ‘To stage this
hunger strike is to see what’s up in the
Government’s mind: repressing us or
ignoring us? We are to see whether
China still has any conscience, and
whether it still has any hope.” On the
same day, a student said, ‘In the past, I
think of myself as the Mao Zedong of
China. It is only until today that I find
that I am nobody. I love my parents, but
I love my mother country more.” The
first forty odd students who participated
in the hunger strike were from the Beij-
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ing University, the Beijing Normal
University and the Beijing Teachers’
College. On that day, we swore
together; my clothes bore the charac-
ters *Chai Ling jue Shi’ (Chai Ling on
hunger Strike). -
On the evening of May 10th, a little
girl came to me, saying that our hunger
-strike was like an official act and was too
‘formal’. She said we should use lives to
strive for our goals. In the morning of
May 1st, the day after we wrote our
Statement on Hunger Strike, many
teachers went to appeal for donations in
order to buy the hunger strikers to-be a
meal. However, since we had already
written our Statement on Hunger
Strike, we had no mood for eating. On
May 12th, a teacher told me that when
I was delivering a speech, he shed his
tears and ran away to a remote place. In
part of that speech, I said: “This genera-
tion of ours has the courage to die; we
fight so that we can live. Death is ab-
solutely not what we ask for, we want to
live untilvictorious so that the Republic
can have a bright, clear sky.” On May
13th, at 19:30, we_set off to meet the

others at the Beijing Normal Univer-

sity, and together, we headed towards
the Square to start the hunger strike.

Question: Concerning the hunger
strike, have you ever thought of the
spirit of Ghandi? *

Answer: I have thought about it
before the hunger strike because when
demonstrating and petitioning were of
no use, we had to use our own lives to
awaken the others to see how it would
turn out. That evening, there were less
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than a thousand participants; later, the
number was increased to three
thousands when students were coming
from all directions. At that time, I was
at the Beijing University, feeling excep-
tionally anxious because I had a sense of
responsibility. I felt I had to be respon-
sible for these many lives. On that day,
two hundred hunger-striker repre-
sentatives, including Wuer kaixi and
some teachers, had a dialogue with Yan
Mingfu. Students did not accept the re-
quest to end the hunger strike.

Li Lu came to say to me that if the
Government ignored us and allowed
students’ lives to deplete, we would
adopt a more aggressive means, we
would set ourselves on fire. I said from
the announcement station on the
Square that if the Government was to
be made to watch students dying one by
one, Iwas willing to take up the position
of Chief Commander of the Hunger
Strike Group. I was willing to sacrifice
myself to allow more students to live on.

After that day, I saw some fainted
students being taken to ambulances. I
felt collapsed psychologically. Then,
someone was about to force into the
Great Hall of the People. Knowing that
the disciplinary bureau could not be
sent here at once, I spoke to students on
hunger strike: If you are to force into
the hall; now we dre to see who is
protecting the Hall. At that time, the
leadership of the Beijing Universities
Autonomous Students’ Union came to
put the situation under control. The
Square was very chaotic. Some leaders
of the Students’ Union were themselves
not that ‘pure-hearted’. I felt that we
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must rely on the Hunger Strike Group
because this Group had stayed in the
Square from the very beginning, and
thus I could lead them in meetings.

It was only after I became the leader
that I found out what the real situation
was like: the various organizational
tasks were not in progress; 182 leaders
were replaced within just a few days;
meetings were loose and could be con-
vened without much serious considera-
tion; the health of the students became
worse and worse; request for donation
of food got poorer and poorer response
and the hygienic condition became
. more and more terrible. We were
facing greater danger. The students’
emotions got provoked easily and they
lost their temper in an unreasonable
manner. Urgent news continued to be
heard. All the leadership had to rely on
their own feelings when they made
decisions.

Students from various parts of the
country continue to flood in. They are
greatly disappointed. They do not know
what we are asking for. Some students
came here just for travelling. It was
heard that some students kept the dona-
tions secretly to buy things for themsel-
ves. Some agreed to be interviewed if
and only if the reporters gave them
money. Worst of all is that some stu-

dents got a deal with the Government\

and said to the others that they would
have a record of merit with the Govern-
ment if they agreed to retreat from the
Square, and if not, the plain-clothes
police were ready to grab people. It is
not known how many informers there

are.

Question: Is this the darkest day of
the movement?

‘Answer:The darkest day has not
come yet. Many students did not under-
stand that staying in the Square is the
only way left for us; if we retreat, the
Government will be most happy. I am
the Chief Commander. I will never
make any compromise — the
Autonomous Students’ Union of non-
Beijing universities and the faction
which supports surrender compete with
the Beijing Universities Autonomous
Students’ Union for power and
Authority. There are quite some people
who make use of the movement to re-
establish their own images; people like
Liu Xiaobo.

I think the Government will
retaliate against every one of us in a
crazy manner. This is because Chinese
have a strong mind for taking revenge.
I do not bear any unrealistic hopes.
After the first dialogue was suspended
midway, I read out our declaration on
hunger strike. At that time, I hoped it
could be broadcast live so that people
all over the country could understand
what was'in the mind of the students on
hungerstrike. We still thought we could
move them.

Many people have joined the move-
ment; but they do not hold any belief.
Their thoughts are very confused. This
movement reveals the extent to which
we understand and concern about
democracy. The body of intellectuals
and the body of theorists are lagging far
behind. They have not put forward any

-/ single well-completed theory. I think it



is in the sense that the movement
records the significant history of the
spontaneous rising of the masses that
the movement is deemed to be of great
meaning. )

I believe in inevitability. I don’t
believe in the existing theories. As an
individual, I am willing to live on. I
believe a great revolution will soon
break out. I must preserve the seed and
the strength of our revolution. I desire
to Ustand up’ again in the next move-
ment. If I am still alive, may the people
of China really ‘stand up’.

Such kind of reform has pushed in-
tellectuals to an impasse. Without a
sense of security, this country is bound
to come to an end. Only the people can
save themselves. Repression. On May
25th, I-chatted with a plain-clothes
policeman. He said that the arrested
might be sentenced to jail for 3 years, 5
years, 7 tears or 17 years. Whenreleased
from jail, I would be at the age of forty.
I cannot take this willingly. I believe it
will benefit everyone to establish a sys-

tem of democracy and to make use of

science to save the country.

Of course, we can go to study abroad;

but if our country can solve its
problems, why should we spend our
youth abroad and contribute our talents
to overseas countries? My mother
country is too poor, and she needs
people who are willing to struggle and
sacrifice for her, she needs lots of them.
Regretfully, with such a political sys-
tem, people from all classes have no way
out but to try to secure green cards.

Someone must continue with this
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task — because this is not a personal
issue, it concerns the ultimate fate a
country.

27 October 1989
Independent Labour
Leaders Secretly
Detained in China

Dear Friends,

We received news this week that Han
Dongfang and He Lili, two of the most
important leaders of the Beijing
Workers Autonomous Federation
(WAF) were secretly detained in late
June, 1989 by the Chinese government
in their crackdown of pro-democracy
activists.

Han Dongfang and He Lili were
both founding members of the Beijing
WATF and were the key members of its
standing committee. Both topped the
government’s wanted list issued in early
June after the June 4 massacre and the
violent suppression of the pro-

-democracy movement.

Han Dongfang (26) has been a
worker at the spare parts factory of Beij-
ing (Fengtai district) Railway, since
1984. He was the key leader in organiz-
ing the Beijing WAF. He was also the
most respected and visible leader of the
BWAF. He was described by his col-
leagues as a man of wisdom, underlying
a quiet personality and mild and calm
manners. Born in Beijing, he grewup in
his poverty-stricken ancestral village in



Shanxi province, he joined the People’s
Liberation Army at the age of 17 and
received an award from the army as an
“outstanding progressive person”. Han
was married in 1988.

He acted as the leading negotiator
with the Beijing Public Security Bureau
for the release of three of his colleagues
from Beijing WAF on May 30th. The
detention of his three colleagues took
place the day following the formal in-
auguration of Beijing WAF. He led the
pickets protesting about the secret
detention and finally succeeded in
securing the release of the three on the
following day. However, he was iden-
tified as the leading “instigator” by the
Chinese government for organizing the
“attacks on the Public Security
Bureau”.

When asked by a reporter in early
June if he feared the consequences of
his involvement in the Beijing WAF, he
said, “No, I have no fear. People will
always find a way to live on. I only wish
to have an organization that can truly
speak for the workers. The situation
will be worse if we retreat now.”

He Lili (36) is a lecturer at Beijing
School of mechanics. He was one of the
key organizers and was also on the
standing committee of Beijing WAF.
He is married with one son.

The most worrying aspect of both,
Han Dongfang’s and He Lili’s deten-
tion is that it was never announced by
the Chinese authorities. Information
from China reveals that Han has been
held in solitary confinement since end
of June. The fact that these arrests were

never officially announced raises fears
that many other arrests of WAF mem-
bers have gone unreported.

Numerous reports from China show
that, in general, detained workers have
received much worse treatment than
detained students or intellectuals, such
as harsh beatings and tortures. In
response to enquiries about human
rights, the Chinese authorities have said
repeatedly that they haven’t killed, ex-
ecuted, nor harshly treated students and
intellectuals. The conclusion has to be
that detained workers do not receive
such leniency. The Chinese govern-
ment announced in June and July the
execution of 12 workers or “un-
employed” for their activity in the pro-
democracy movement.

At present, the officially-announced
arrests of members of Beijing WAF in-
clude the following:

Liu Qiang (26). Former occupation:
worker at a military printing plant. A
member of standing committee.

Liu Huanwen (28). Unemployed.
General commander of Beijing
WAPF Pickets’ Corps:

Bai Déngping (26). Former occupa-
tion: train attendant. A core member
of Beijing WAF. Was one of the 3
detainees at end of May.

Tian Bomin (24). Former occupation:
photo studio worker.

Guo Yaxiong. Member of Beijing
WAF. Drafted and distributed a
famous leaflet at the Tiananmen
Square — “Declaration of the
Dragon”.

LiJiang.. Former occupation: Worker.
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Core member of Beijing WAF’s
Dare-to-Die Corps.

You Diangi. Core member of Beijing
WAPF. Arrested earlier.

Yan Fugian (27). Worker. A leader of
the Pickets’ Corps of Beijing WAF.
Reported detainees of WAF mem-
bers in other cities:

Changsha: Lu Zhaixing, Zhou Yong,
Zhang Xudong, Yang Xiong, Liu
Xingqi, He Zhaohui, Li Jian.
Hangzhou: Zhu Guanghua, Gao
Jingtang, Li Xiaohu.

Jinan: Zhang Xinchao, Che Honglian,
Shao Liangchen, Liu Yubin, Hao
Jingguang.

Nanjing: Zhu Huiming, Rui Tonghu, Li
Huling.

Shanghai: Zheng Liang, Zhang Renfu,

Zhang Qiwang, Wang Miaogen, Wang
Hong, Li Zhibo, Gong Chencheng,
Chen Shengfu, Cai Chaojun.

Xian: Liu Chongxi, An Baojing, Liu
Congshu, Bao Hongjian, Ren Xiying,
Xu Ying, Chang Ximin, Zhao Demin.

We now would like to make an ap- |

peal to the Chinese government to:

1. Disclose names of all people who ~

were arrested, detained, tried, sen-
tenced or executed, in particular those
who were members of the Beijing
Workers’ Autonomous Federation and
WAF in other cities.

2. Disclose the legal status (whether
investigated, detained, tried, sen-
tenced, jailed or executed) of Han
Dongfang, He Lili, Liu Qiang, and all
other detainees for their involvement
in WAFs.

a6 —

3. Allow communication such as
prison visits, mail correspondence with
Han Dongfang, He Lili, Liu Qiang and
other the detained WAF members.

4. Release all those who were ar-
rested or jailed for their activity in or-
ganizing the Workers’ Autonomous
Federation, including Han Dongfang,
He Lili and Liu Qiang.

5. Treat workers in China with the
same amount of dignity and respect as
other classes.

We call on our brothers and sisters
of the international trade union move-
ment to appeal urgently to the Chinese
government on behalf of the detained
unionists.

Revolutionary
Worker Han Dongfang

“As we are now in a period of cur-
few, just by coming here, we will be
held responsible for ‘attack the
Bureau of Public Security.’ Since

those arrested are members of the

standing committee of the Capital
Workers Autonomous Federation
(WAF), there is o reason for as-
king students to negotlate for us.’

I feel that we should let workers
negotiate on our behalf. Communica-
tion facilities in Beijing are quite ad-
vanced. It should be very easy for public
security bureaus to contact each other.

W




There is no excuse for the authorities to
take one day to verify arrests and three
days before announcing them.” (sound
of applause)

He waved his hand slightly to stop
the angry outburst of the crowd, and in
a very calm, strong and rhythmic voice,
said:" “We must consider the overall
situation. Please have faith in my brain
[sic]. No matter how unexpected my
decision may be, please trust my brain.
After I go in, please think about what it
means to ‘consider the overall
situation’.”

In a few sentences, Han Dongfang
pointed out how the students were
manipulated in their negotiations with
the authorities. Finally, along with two
other workers, he was allowed to enter
the bureau of public security and discuss
the whereabouts of the three arrested
key members of the WAF.

The remaining hundreds of workers
and students watched in silence his tall
slender shadow, at the same time

stunned by his calm logic, and suspx-

cious of his promise.

That was the afternoon of May 30th.
Under the scorching heat of the midday
sun, with banners raised high, a large
group of students and workers gathered
in front of the public security bureau on
Qianmen Dong Street to protest and
demand the release of the WAF mem-
bers.

The cause of all this was the midnight
arrest of three members of the WAF,
Shen Yinhan, Bai Dongping and Qian
Yuming by what appeared to be agents
of the public security bureau.

About twenty workers arrived at 9
a.m. the next ‘morning to discuss their
arrest. As each one was being
photographed by public security, the at-
mosphere became very tense. As a
thousand students arrived from Tianan-
men Square to support them, worker
representatives became concerned that
authorities might use this as a proof of
their “counter-revolutionary” ac-
tivities. Most of the students were per-
suaded into returning to the Square,
with only a few left for liaison work.

The bureau of public security
claimed that WAF was an illegal or-
ganization and would only talk to stu-
dents. After a prolonged discussion, the
only news the students could bring out
with them was that “The authorities
need 24 hours to verify the arrests, and
if the arrests are confirmed, they will
explain the reasons for the arrests in
two days.” The workers on hand were
not satisfied and the mood of the crowd
became volatile.

At 3 p.m., worker representatives
were finally allowed to enter the bureau
of public security. After 15 minutes of
talk, Han Dongfang came out.

The public security bureau con-
tinued their loud broadcast: “The order
of curféw is in effect. Students, don’t
been manipulated and deceived by a
small group of instigators. Leave imme-
diately because gatheringin front of the
public security bureau is illegal.”

Han did not use a bullhorn. In be-
tween pauses of the deafening broad-
cast of the bureau, Han announced to
the crowd that “The authorities did not
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respond to our questions.”

He asked again the workers who
were there to “trust his brains”. In one
hour’s time, he would tell them his last
suggestion for dealing with the
authorities.

The workers passed an anxious hour
without any response from the bureau
- of public security. Han Dongfang asked
the workers to listen to his idea: They
were to move their sit-in to the National
Bureau of Public Security in the north-
eastern part of Tiananmen Square, and
they were tostay until the three arrested
workers were released.

The workers listened to him, stood
up and followed the flag-waving Han. In
a most orderly manner, the workers left
the bureau of publie security which had
just been reinforced by over one
thousand armed guards.

Han Dongfang had evolved from a
“progressive element” of the army to a
key member of a counter-revolutionary
organization that was being suppressed
by the authorities. His journey is solid
proof that “revolution is bred in the
depths of the soul.”

Upon meeting Han Dongfang, this ‘

reporter was struck by his height, his
long face, and his prominent features. I
felt that he was a stubborn;, strong and
straight forward character. Because of
his gentle and scholarly behaviour, 1
soon began to pay special attention to
his actions amongst the crowd of
workers who had just returned from
some publicity work. After being intro-
duced, this writer found out that he was
the man Iwas looking for. He was, at the
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time, one of the key members respon-
sible for organizing the burgeoning
Capital Workers Autonomous Federa-
tion.

- Aged 26, Han Dongfang was born in
Beijing. However, at the age of three,
before he was influenced by the ways of
the capital, he moved back to his pover-
ty-stricken ancestral home in Licen
county in Shanxi province. It was at the
height of the turmoil of the Cultural
Revolution. During these five years, he
lived a life of extreme hardship. How-
ever, he thought that “it was a blessing
in disguise, as he learned to think inde-
pendently and to protect himself from
outside reactions.”

He entered the army with these char-
acteristics. The harsh discipline of army
life further helped shape him into the
tough, stubborn and persevering char-
acter that he is now. He was even
awarded with the distinction of “out-
standing progressive individual” by his
army unit. He said laughingly, “I was
hot stuff!” After leaving the army, he
joined the police force for three years
before starting work at the railway in
1984.

However, mourning activities after
Hu Yaobang’s death changed his ordi-
nary life. Han Dongfang remembered
that on April 17, he was passing by
Tiananmen Square and saw a big crowd
gathering under the People’s Monu-
ment. As he got off the bus to find out
what was going on, he heard many
speeches about the current problems,
democracy and freedom. He said: “I felt
deeply touched and excited, so I made a




