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Chao Shu-jen

Taking Goods to the Countryside

CHARACTERS

Tu Chuan, a twenty-yeat-old salesgitl in the district supply and marketing co-
operative

Yao San-yuan, a fifty-three-year-old commissioned agent™®

Sister Wang, thirty-ycar-old member of a people’s commune

Time: The present
Place: A mountain region

Chao Shu-jen is an amatcur writer, now teaching at a primary school in
Honan, See the article on p. 106 of this issue.

*Commissioned agents buy goods from state shops or supply and marketing
co-opetatives and sell them at prices fixed by the state. They are mostly former
pedlars and small metchants who worked on theit own.



(Enter Tu Chuan with two boxes suspended from a carrying pole.)

Tu Chuan: I speed along with my load*
Hurrying from village to village;
Three years ago 1 finished middle school,
Now I sell goods for our co-operative.
No mountain path is too remote for wie,
No climb too steep for me;
To help agriculture forge abead
Upbill and down 1 journey cheerfully.
On the east slope the sorghum has reddened in the s,
On the west slope dense grows the paddy;
The good harvest coming speeds my sieps
And bhere T am at Wang Village.
(She puts down her load, picks up her megaphone and cries)
Hey! Commune members! Our co-op has sent you goods.
Come and buy!

(Enter Sister Wang with an insecticide sprayer on her back.  She beans
at the sight of Tu Chuan.)

Sister Wang: So you’re up here again, Tu Chuan. Come home
with me quick and rest.
Tu Chuan: DI'm not tired, thanks. It’s some days since I last came,
sister. What can 1 sell your
Sister Wang: Just now I bought a comb,
Strong, pretty and cheap.
My niece fancies another like ity
DUl buy her one of the sane.
Tu Chuan: W¢eve several kinds of plastic combs,
I wonder which you want?
See if there’s one you Sfaney;
If wnot, DI bring more next time.

(Tu Chuan displays her combs and Sister Wang picks one ont.)

*The lines in italics ate sung or declaimed.

Sister Wang: Ah, this is exactly the same.
This comb is a lovely red,
Smooth, clear and bright.
T’ll take this.
Here's fifty cents.
Here you are.
Tu Chuan: Fifty cents.
Sister Wang: Have you change?
Tu Chuan: I wmust give thirty-three cents change.
(She hands ir over.) Here’s thirty-three cents.
Sister Wang (comnting the money): Haven’t you made a mistake, Tu
Chuany
Tu Chuan: Not I.
Sister Wang:  Yes, you have.
The comb costs thirty-three cents,
You should give seventeen cents changes
Work it out again, Tu Chuan;
Yon'’ve got it the wrong way round.
Tu Chuan: I£s you, not I,
Who've got it the wrong way ronnd.
This comb costs seventeen cents —
LThat means thirty-three cents change.
Sister Wang: Oh? Wait a second.
(She burries off and reappears directly.)
The pedlar who was bere just now
Charged thirty-three cents for this comb.
The two are exactly alike,
Why are they two different prices?
See.  (She shows the comb.)
Tu Chuan (Comparing the two, with surprise): Sister Wang!
Industry is going abead so fast,
Prices keep coming down.
He sold yon that comb at the old price —
That’s sharp practice.



Sister Wang: Are there siill crooked pedlars about?

Thank. goodness you've shown bim up.
Such double-dealing is rare,
Charging the old price when the price has dropped.

Tu Chuan: There ate still a few swindlers about. Tell me quickly,
Sister Wang, what this fellow looked like.

Sister Wang: What he looked like?

He's in bis fifties,
With thick eyebrows, deep-se! eyes.

Tu Chuan: Ah!

Has be a long thin face, two wisps of moustache?

Sister Wang: That’s it.

A tall, round-shouldered fellow.

Tu Chuan: In a sleeveless jacket?

Sister Wang: Yes!

Tu Chuan: And a girdle?

Sister Wang: Right.

You've bit the nail on the head.

Tu Chuan: When was he here?

Sister Wang: Just a few minutes ago.

Tu Chuan: Did he head for the north cliff or the south slope?

Sister Wang: Due north he went.

Tﬁ Chuan: I’/ go and overtake him.

Sister Wang: It’s not worth it.

Why make such a fuss

Over just a few cents?

175 midday, the sun is blaging

You may tire yonrself out and not find bim.

Tu Chuan: Since he’s in one of our trading departments, sister,
I know I can track him down. T tell you what. You take this
sixteen cents he overcharged you. (She gives ber the money.)

Sister Wang: That won’t do.

The two of you are different as wood and waler,
One crooked, the other straight;
He swindled me,

Why shounld you pay for bim?
You’re not responsible for him, Tu Chuan.

Tu Chuan: There’s more at stake than a few cents.
He and I are travelling two different paths,
Our ways can’t be reconciled.

If this swindler is not exposed,
He'll cheat other people  too.
Sister Wang: What yon say is right,
I won’t hold yor np.
Go on, then.  (I'n Chaan prepares to leare.)
But ir’s alveady noon.
Lt me fetch you something 1o cal.
Tu Chuan: No, thanks, I'm not hungry.

Sister Wang:  Wait a bit. It won’t take a second.
(Hixcit Sister Wang with ber sprayer.)

Tu Chuan (picking up her load): The fellow sounds like OId Yao,
that commissioned agent. Just now in Chao Village they said
someone selling ribbons had given short measure. That may

have been the same man. I must catch up with him, quick.
(She  burries off.)

(Enter Sister Wang with some food.)

Sister Wang: Tu Chuan! 'T'uw Chuan! (She sees Tu Chuan is some
distanee away.) What a girll
This oirl bas a pood name, and no wonder;
She’s close as close can be to us commune members;
She brings goods here in all four seasons,
Regardless of wind and rain.
And maker mental noles
Of everything we want.
If w girl is welting married
Nhe knows what material will please her;
1 someone hus a baby,
Brown sugar is sent to her door;
At busy seasons when we're short of tools
She delivers hoes and sickles;



When that old pedlar charged to0 much,

She paid the difference for bir.

No wonder she’s been cited a model salesgirl.

She’s a grand gitl. (She starts home but pulls up abruptly.)
If Tu Chuan overtakes that rogie

She’ll need some proof against hini;

d better go too

With this comb as evidence. (She makes up her mind 10 il.)
Yes, I must hurry. (Exil.)

(Enter Yao San-ynan with bis pedlar’s load, very pleased with himself.)

Yao: Fifty-three I am this year,
Yao San-ynan by name;
Man and boy I've worked at a pediar’s trade,
Now DIm a commissioned agent.
No mountain path is too remote for me,
No climb too steep for me;
Not that 1 like hardships, mind you,
But it’s easy 1o make money in the bills.
The choice of goods takes gumption,
I know which bring most profit;
My wares mayn't be much to look af,
But they cost little and the profit’s big;
They won't cause me trouble either.
Yesterday 1 stocked up in ifown
With cut-price goods;
I sell cut-price goods at the old price,
And the money comes ponring in.
Twenty combs at three dollars forty cents;
Taleum powder, one thirty for ten boxes;
Three forty, one thirty,
Three sixes make eighteen;
Work it out on the abacus:
Five sevens, thirty-five;
And seven nines, sixiy-three;
Onrce this lot is off my hands

Il make seven dollars ninety.
Dve just been 10 Wang Village,
Now 'l try Li Village.
I shake my rattle before the village and cry:
(He shakes bis rattle and shouts) Who wants needles? Who wants
thread ?
Fine steel needles in exchange for hairy
Talenm powder for cash down;
Glass mirrors to see your [uce in,
Bright plasiic combs;
Coloured sugared beans, three u cent,
Pretty 1o ook at and sweel lo ealy
Whistles that blow clear and lond,
Buy one to please the kiddies;
Pipes with the bowl, stem and mouthpiece,
Cheap cigarettes from Chengehow.
(He shouts) Walk up, walk up and buy!
Tu Chuan (of): Hey! Have you seen a pedlar?

(Voice:  Yes, be was crying his wares just now.)

Tu Chuan (off): Ah.

Yao (in dismay): Why, it’s Tu Chuan, What does she want with
me?  She’s from the co-op, I'm a commissioned agent; she’s
no call to interfere with me.  Can she have found out about my
overcharging?  This looks like trouble. Even if she doesn’t
know, by tagging after me she’ll spoil my sales. (He hears Tn
Chaan call onr again.) Well, I’ll give her the slip.

When I hear Tu Chuan call,
My beart sinks like lead;
Of thirty-six stratagems the best is flight;
DI nip off before she comes.
(He walks ronnd the stage.)
Tu Chuan (of): Wait for me!
Yao: Bother! She’s following me.
Why is she so keen to catch up?
She must have smelt something fishy.
Well, Pm a fast walker,



il leave you behind.

Dl turn off here and cross this one-plank bridge.

(He crosses the bridge.)

You wor’t dare come after me.

T/ cross the brook here by the stepping-stones.

(He slips while crossing, wets his feet and bhas to wade.)
That's muddied both my feet.

(Exit Yao. Enter Tu Chuan. Seeing Yao ahead, she boldly steps on
fo the bridge.)

Tu Chuan: No plank bridge can hold me back;
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No high Fills can stop a brave bird’s flight.

(Ske crosses the bridge and comes to the brook.)

Conrage and perseverance

Fear neither torrents nor few stepping-stones.

(T Chuan succeeds in keeping her balance as she crosses the brook. Exil.)

(Enter Yao. He climbs a slope.)

Yao: Up another stecp hill I climb.
(Enter Tu Chuan.  She follows him.)

Tu Chuan: What care I though the hill is steep as a ladder to heaven?
Hey! Wait a bit.

Yao (flustered to find Tu Chuan catching up): I must give ber the ship.
(He steps into @ wood to hide. She fails to se¢ him.)

Tu Chuan: The trees are dense, I must look carefully. (Exit.)

Yao (peers ont from the wood and, seeing that she has gone, comes out. He
heaves a sigh of relief): What a narrow escape!

T Chuan has pone on;

My trick worked.

DI cateh my breath under this persimmon iree
Aud smoke a cigarelle.

What a good riddance!  (He takes ont his wallet and puzs in his money.)
Yao San-ywan is out of luck,

My plan’s miscarried.

This last cut in prices

Seemed a good chance fo make mongy;

I was just getting started

When I ran into this girl;
- I conldn’t shake her off,

Conldn’t ontdistance  hery

If T hadw't ontwitied her

She would have canght mo.

Well, Dve weathered that storm

But this money was bard fo earn.

Sister Wang (¢ff): Tu Chuan!

Tu Chuan (9ff): Here!

Yao (laken aback): Who’s that calling her now of all times? (He /ooks
round.) Supposing she comes back? Well, Id better clear off
quick. (Dropping his wallet in his haste he picks up his load and hur-
ries off.)

(Enter Sister Wang.)

Sister Wang: T Chuan is trying to overtake the pediar
And T am trying to overtake Tu Chuan.



Here I come 0 a tree. Let me have a look round.
(She sees the wallet and picks it up.)
Who's left this wallet by the road?
(She opens it.) Thete’s money inside. (She sees a photograph.)
And a photograph. Welll This is that pedlar who sold me
the comb just now. Fine. (She calls ont) Tu Chuan! (Exit.)
(Enter Yao.)
Yao: I take not the highway but byways, (He stumbles and jfalls.)
Down I fall by the road,
My goods strewn all over the ground
Like an old crock stall.
How ey back and legs ache,
And Ive graged ny nose on the stones.
(He picks up a mirror to examine his face but can see nothing.)
This mirror is broken and nseless.
(It upsets bim 1o find that the glass has gone.) Aiyal
Nothing but the frame is left.

(Enter Tu Chuan. She puts down her load.)

Tu Chuan: Old Yao!
Yao (#rying to keep cool): So it’s you, Tu Chuan.
Tu Chuan: Yes, Old Yao.
Why didn’t you stop when I called?
Yao: That’s my weak point.
In bard of hearing.
Tu Chuan: Really?
Yao: Yo
Tu Chuan (aside): He's trying to fool me.
Yao (aside): I must try to fool her.
Tu Chuan: Why are your goods scattered on the ground?
(She prepares to pick them up.)
Yao: ID've spread them out io sun them.

(Tu Chuan smiles and lets them lie.)

Tu Chuan: To sun them, eh?
Yao: That’s right, to sun them.
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Tu Chuan (aside): He keeps beading me off.
Yao (asidey: I must head her off.
(To Tu Chuan) What wete you calling me for?
Tu Chuan: Well, the fact is —
There’s something I want to ask _yon.
Yao: What is it?
Tu Chuan: I’ve run out of some goods
And hoped you’d help out with a loan.
Yao (pleased): Oh?
(Aside) So that’s all she wanted,
I g0r worked up for nothing.
(Cheerfully 10 Tu Chuan)
I was in town yesterday
And stocked up well;
Just tell e what you need,
IPs my duty to help yon.
Tu Chuan: Can I borrow some plastic combs and talcum powder?
That is, if yow'’ve any to spare.
Yao: Yes, plenty, plenty.
I’ve got new stocks of both.
D[] lend you ten boxes of taleum powder, one thirty;
“And ten combs, one seventy.
Tu Chuan: Ten combs, one seveniy?
Yao: Seventeen cents each.
Tu Chuan: How clearly you remember the new prices.
Yao: When the higher-ups annomnce a price reduction
We have to fix: it clearly in our heads;
If we made a slip and overcharged
The people wonld suffer and that wonld never do!
Tu Chuan (aside): What a hypocrite be is,
Covering up bis sharp practices bold as brass.
Old Yao!
Iz seerns someone’s selling goods at the old prices,
Taking advantage of the customers.
Yao (¢rying to bide his dismay): Hasn’t he heard about the price reduc-
tions ?
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We're always bolding meetings, studying,
All keen 2o remould our ideas.

We must change with the times,

There’s no room now for swindlers and sharpers.

Tu Chuan: If people do’t make a good job of thought reform
They may still be blinded by greed.

Yao: Impossible!

Tu Chuan: [’we proof of what I say.

Yao: You really mean if?

Tu Chuan: I do indeed.

Yao: Who did this?

Tu Chuan: He must have a guilty conscience, whoever he is.

Yao: We're not that sort,

We do business honestly.
If that fellow runs into me. . ..

Tu Chuan: What then?

Yao: I'd.... Id....

Id show him up;
I'd give him a dressing-down.
(Tu Chutan langhs.)

Yao: Just leave this to me, Tu Chuan. Don’t tell anyone yet. We
don’t want to make a bad imptession. 1 know these parts better
than you. Don’t worty, I guarantee. . ..

Tu Chuan: What do you guarantee?

Yao: 1 guarantee... to track the fellow down.

Sister Wang (off): Tu Chuan!

Tu Chuan: I'm here, Sister Wang. Come on.

(Yao is staggered o see Sister Wang approaching. He hastily picks
up his things, meaning to leave.)

Tu Chuan: Old Yao, you....

Yao: Tl just go to the village in front.

Tu Chuan: Do you see who’s coming?

(Enter Sister Wang.)

Sister Wang: Well, Tu Chuan, so you caught up with him at last,
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(Like a deflated ball, Yao squats down limply and buries his head in his

arms.)

Tu Chuan: You've come just at the right time, Sister Wang.
Our old comrade here wanted to find out from you who ovet-
charged you just now.

Sister Wang: What! Trying to shitt the blame, is he? (She pulls
ont the comb.y 'Tell the truth now. ‘This comb?

Yao: 1 sold it.

Sistet Wang: llow much should it cost?

Yao: Scventeen cents.

Sister Wang:  [How mueh did you charge for it?

(Yo haney his head in silence.)

Tu Chuan: Wy hang your head? Can’t you answer?
Yao (punctuating his remarks with punches at bis own head): Tve been a
fool. Blinded by greed.
Tu Chuan: You're no fool,
But blinded by greed you certainly were.
Did you go to Chao Village just now?
Yao (Yying instinctively): No, not L
Tu Chuan: No?
Yao (¢changing his tune): 1 mean, 1 did.
Tu Chuan: Did you give short measure for the ribbons you sold?
Yao: Well....
Tu Chuan: Yes or no?
Yao: Yes, I did.
Tu Chuan: All right.
I£’s no wse trying to fool us.
Weed must be pulled up by the root.
If you dow’t get rid of your bad capitalist outlook,
Yo'l slip up again nexct Hme you have a chance.
Think: well, Old Y ao;
Do cut clean through this tangle,
Turn over a new leaf,
Make a fresh start.
Yao: [ will, I will You'rc absolutely right.

15



Sister Wang: Of course she’s right.
You bring goods to the villages
And the commune members treat you as a friends
Yet today you play a dirty trick like this,
Dow’t you think you shonld be ashamed?

Yao: I've let the commune members down, sister. T’ll pay you
back that sixteen cents I overcharged you. No, no, Tll pay
back everyone I overcharged. (He gropes for his wallet and is horri-
fied to find it missing) What's become of my wallet? Where’s
my money gone?

Sister Wang (smiling): Don’t hunt for it, P've got it here. (She
produces the wallet.) Hete you are.

Yao (faking it eagerly): Did you pick it up on the road, sister ?

Sister Wang: It’s yours. Hurry up and count your money.

Tu Chuan: Good for you, sister.

Yao (evern more pleased as bhe counts the money): Aha, not a single cent
missing, not one cent. Sister. ... (Noz knowing how to thank her,
be offers her fifty cents.)) ‘Take this fifty cents to buy your kiddies
some sweets.

Sister Wang: Come off it. What do you take me for?

Tu Chuan (smiling): Sister Wang isn’t like you. She can pick up
money without being Dblinded by it.

Yao: Quite right, quite right. Sister Wang, let me repay you the
sixteen cents I overcharged you, that’s only fair. (He offers ber
the money.)

Sister Wang: Tu Chuan’s already returned that sixteen cents for you.

Yao: Oh? (He gives Tu Chuan the money.) Tu Chuan, T...1....
(He searches for the right thing o say.) 1 really must learn from you.

Sister Wang: High time too.

Yao: Yes, quite right.

Tu Chuan: Hurry up and pick up your things. (She belps hinm.)
Do they still need sunning?

Yao: No, not any longer.

Tu Chuan: Don’t just sun your things. Your ideas need sunning
too.

Yao: That’s true. Otherwise they’ll turn mouldy.
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Sister Wang: It’s noon, Tu Chuan. Come on home with me for
a meal.
Tu Chuan: I won’t, sister. Thanks all the same.
Sister Wang: Just this once, you really must come. (She grabs
Tu Chuan’s load and goes off.)
Tu Chuan: Sister Wang! (She turns back fo Yao.) Old Yao, you....
Yao: I’m going back to pay those people I overcharged.
Tu Chuan: ILet me carry your load a while.
Yao (overwhelmed): Oh, no, no. You go on ahead, I'll catch you up
later.
A carrying pole sways to and fro,
Hurrying from village to village;
W must learn from Ty Chuan, the good salesgirl,
Vo works wholo beartedly for the commune members.

(Liniz T Chuan followed by Yao.)

Vranslated by Gladys Yang
Uinstrated by Tung Chen-sheng
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Sun Li

Country Song

The story takes place in an area in central Hopei Province liberated from the
Japanese occupation by the Communist-led Eighth Route Army. In 1946 and 1947,
shortly after the victory of the Wat of Resistance Against Japan, the country
was again torn by civil war launched by Chiang Kai-shek against the people’s
forces. TIn central Hopei, as in many other regions whete the people’s rule prevail-
ed, land reform was carried out. As out story opens, mutual-aid teams-—a
first step towards collectivization — are being formed among the peasants. A
“land reform check-up” is also going on. This was conducted in all places where
there had been land reform to make sure that no landlotd property which should
have been divided among the peasants had been omitted and to cotrect possible
mistakes in defining class status.

Sun Li, the author of this novel, was botn in 1913 in Anping Village of Hopei
Province. He started writing while working in the liberated area with the revo-
lutionaty fotces during the War of Resistance Against Japan., A well-known
novelist, he has written many works including Records of Paiyangticn, a collection
of short stoties, and the novels The Blacksmith and the Carpenter and Stormy Years.

Some of his works have appeared in this magazine.
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When Comrade Ping, head of the district, and Comrade Wang, of
the county women’s association, went to Changkang to organize rural
production, they stayed at the home of Chrysanthemum, who was
the leader of thg village women’s production department. Comrade
Wang was away at meetings all day, but Comrade Ping was kept so
busy solving village problems he didn’t get a chance to leave the
house. 'The villagers came to him with the minutest disputes, some
of long standing.

Ping felt it was only his duty to help. Besides, he was of peasant
origin himself, and he dreaded having to address a meeting. 1t took
him hours to prepare and then, when he actually got up before an au-
dience, he finished what he had to say in two or three sentences.
Ping was also rather shost-tempered. So he was glad to let Comrade
Wang handle the summoning of big meetings and the organization
of literacy clusses, and such,

‘I'he village production committee had already formed eight wom-
en’s mutual-aid teams. They were having another meeting today,
and Comrade Wang and Chrysanthemum left right after breakfast.
Chrysanthemum asked Ping to keep an eye on the house for her.

Ping sat alone on the front step, reading some documents.

Chrysanthemum’s courtyard was bare except for a date tree.
There had been little rain, and dry weather is good for dates. The
fruit hung thick and red on the branches. Some were splitting with
ripeness. A couple of straggly string-bean vines climbed beneath
the window, but they had few blossoms.

Ping felt right at home here. Chrysanthemum was a poor peasant,
like himself. He at least had an old mother, living alone in the
southern part of the province. But Chrysanthemum had lost both
her parents when she was still a child. Yet she had managed to
survive and bring up a little sister. It must have been very hard.

He heard a giggle and turned around. A girl, carrying a little
boy, was poking the dates with a long stalk, making him laugh.
The gitl was tall and slim, and her glossy black hair hung to her shoul-
ders.  She wore a tunic of red, white and putple checks, and a pair
of knee-length shorts. Her stockingless feet were clad in new red

cloth shoes.
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She was looking up at the tree, apparently secking some patticularly
succulent dates. But when she took a stance with the raised stalk
she turned her head, and her eyes fell directly on the district chief’s
face, as though she had been planning to steal a look at him. She
laughed and tossed the stalk away. Jollying the child, she strolled
out of the courtyard.

Ping was impressed by the extreme fairness of her complexion and
the liveliness of her eyes in the sunlight. “How is it I haven’t seen
her before?”” he wondetred.  “Why isn’t she at the meeting ?”

The girl walked east down the lane and pushed open an unpainted
compound gate. Then she tutned her head and looked back.

Curious, Ping followed her thtough the gateway. A one-storey
building of three rooms faced south on the far side of the yard. It
was built of tamped earth walls and had fresh oil-paper windows
with small glass panes in the middle. The gitl was in the house,
watching Ping through one of the glass panes.

Ping halted in the centre of the yard.

“So this is where you live.”

“Yes,” the gitl retorted with a smile.

He couldn’t think of anything else to say, and turned to go. The
gitl got off the platform bed and came to the door. She pulled out
a stool and placed it on the ground in front of Ping.

“Sit down, district chief,” she urged, smiling. ‘“You’ve never
been to our house before. I’ve got a problem I want to discuss
with you.”

“What is it?” Ping was a bit impatient, but he sat down anyway.
“What’s your name?”’

“I'm called Fair Brows.”

“Are you telated to Chrysanthemum?”

“No. Our family name is Kuo, hers is Li.”

“Do you work together a lot?”

“No. That’s just what I want to talk to you about. What right
have they to keep me out?”

“Out of what?”

“A mutualaid team.” The girl’s lips paled with anger. “It’s
production we’re after, isn’t it?  Well, let’s compate. They average
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a bolt and a half 2 day each. I can weave three. But they don’t
want me, Take a look at this.” She pointed to her colourful tunic.
“Can they weave this kind of cloth? When I go to market, people
are always asking me for a sample. And they won’t let me join!”

“Who won’t?”

“Those women!” There wete tears in the girl’s eyes.

“What do they say?”

“They say I’m in the theatrical troupe, that I fool around with
boys.” Her voice was low. Then she said in a louder tone: “But
it’s not true. Tell me, district chief,” she asked suddenly, “what’s
frivolous ?”

Ping smiled.

“lt says here very clearly.”  Fair Brows ran into the room and came
out with a newspaper. She handed it to Ping. In the Questions
and Answers column there was an explanation of the term.

“1 ought to show them this.  T'hey’ve no tight to be pinning labels
on me.”  She snatched back the paper before Ping had a chance to
finish reading.

“lask you,district chief,is a person who acts on the stage frivolous ?”

“Of coutse not. You’re doing propaganda work.”

“What if our plays are at night?”

“That doesn’t make any diflference.”

“Suppose we perform in other villages

“I'herd’s nothing wrong with that.”

“Nothing wrong? But it’s only for doing those things they call
me frivolons. I ask you: Does liking to talk and laugh make me
frivolous? Does going to markets and temple fairs make me frivo-
lous? Does wearing clothes that are clean and neat make me
frivolous ?”

“The newspaper says it plainly,” Ping responded seriously. “A
frivolous person is one who doesn’t do any productive work.”

“There you have it,” the girl exclaimed with a smile. “I weave
three bolts of cloth a day. It’s my temperament to talk and laugh. 1
go to market to buy thread and sell cloth. My coloured tunic I've wo-
ven myself. What else can they say against me ?”

“What status is your family?”
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The girl entered the house, calling back over het shoulder: “Come
in and see for yourself, chief.”

Ping went inside. In the outer room was a long table. On it was
a stack of large bowls with a flowery pattern, a board for kneading
dough, a rolling pin, and jugs of oil, vinegar and salt. A large strainer
ladle hung on the wall.

Fair Brows raised the door curtain of the west room. It was empty
except for a huge platform bed covered by a new mat. She led Ping
to the east room. In it was a loom with a half completed bolt of
cloth of checked pattern. Otherwise, the room contained little fur-
niture. But it was spotlessly clean.

“How many of you are there in the family ?”” asked Ping.

“Four.”

“How much land do you have?”

“Five and a half mon.”

“Draught animals?”

“We share a donkey with another family.”” TFair Brows smiled.
“What would you say our status is, district chief?”

“If we just compare the land to the number of people, you ought
to be rated poor peasants. But you seem to live quite well. That’s
a big kneading board you’ve got. You probably use a lot of white
flour.”

Fair Brows laughed. “We run a small inn here. Didn’t you see
that big platform bed? That’s how we carn our food. Clothing I
make with my own two hands. I weave it myself.”

“P’Il talk it over with Comrade Wang,” Ping said as he left.

The girl escorted him as far as the compound steps. She stood
outside the gate a long time before teturning to the house.

Comrade Wang and Chrysanthemum wete already at home when
Ping got back. 'They were waiting for him for the noonday meal.

An unpainted table was placed in the middle of the room. Chry-
santhemum’s younger sister washed it clean, then filled a large black
bowl each for Comrade Wang and Ping.

Comrade Wang was well educated. She had attended an anti-
Japanese college. Though she didn’t have a big appetite, she liked
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good fresh country food. Chrysanthemum today gave her large
green beans, undergrown sweet potatoes, and tender corn — Comrade
Wang called it maize, which made the little girl laugh. Some of these
vegetables came from Chrysanthemum’s own garden. Some, the
sister borrowed from a neighbour’s plot.

Ping, Wang and the girl ate at the table. Chrysanthemum sat with
her bowl on the threshold.

“I visited 2 family that runs a small inn this morning,” Ping said to
Chrysanthemum. “Do you know them?”

“Whereabouts are they? We have three small inns in this village,”
Clirysanthemum raised her head to answert.

“liast of here, on the south side of the lane. They’ve an unpainted
compound grte.”

>

“Ihat’s Kuo Chung’s place,” said Chrysanthemum.

“You shouldin’t go there, district chief.” Comrade Wang was
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splitting open a bean pod.  “TI'hat’s a dissolute place.”

“I'm asking Chrysanthemum. ‘I'hat daughter of theirs — Fair
Brows. What actually is she like?”

“Very bad,” Comtade Wang inscrted.  She was nibbling on an ear
of corn.  “Wild.”

“Tell me about het background, Chrysanthemum.”

>

“It’s a long story,” said Chrysanthemum slowly.

“You ncedn’t go back too far.”  Ping smiled at the literal way she
took things.

“liair Brows” grandparents on her mother’s side ran a gambling
den. THer mother grew up there. They say when she was young
she was as pretty as Fair Brows. A lot of men were after her. Fair
Brows’ grandfather was a real sharpster. He saw that Kuo Chung
wasn’t doing badly with his small inn, so he married his daughter to
him, Kuo Chung is a simple honest fellow. All kinds of shoddy
characters wete always hanging around his inn. And since Fair
Brows’ mother was a free and easy type, people said bad things about
her. Of coutse you can’t tun an inn the same way you’d run a home.”

“What about Fair Brows?”

“Some say she’s bad too, but I think not.”
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“There’s no question in my mind,” Comrade Wang asserted.
“Like mother like daughter.”

“When she was leader of our women’s militia, we all found het hard
to take. But every time we competed with other villages, we always
came out first. Fair Brows likes to win. She was in our theatrical
troupe, too. Sometimes they rehearsed at night, and she came home
quite late.  She also likes to joke and fool around, and she dresses well.
So there’s idle talk about her. When we re-organized the women’s
mutual-aid teams this year, we left her out. Comrade Wang was here,
then.”

“And absolutely right it was, too. Fair Brows is really cheeky.”
Comrade Wang had finished eating. She got up and went into the
next room for a nap.

“Whose idea was it that Fair Brows should be excluded?” asked
Ping.

“It was brought up in the committee. I heat that Ta-chi, from the
west end of the village, was the main supporter.”

“But Ta-chi really is dissolute, isn’t she?”

“She certainly is.” Chrysanthemum laughed. “Lately 1 heatd
that it was Kuo Huan who put her up to it. He’s the nephew of the
big landlord, Old Master Kuo. Kuo Huan frittered all his property
away, so last year we didn’t take any action against him. He used to
be running to the inn all the time. They say that shortly before we
re-organized the women’s teams, Fair Brows called him every name
under the sun and drove him out.”

“So those are the kind of people who label Fair Brows frivolous.
How can you believe them ?”

“Fair Brows has her faults. She’s bossy, she looks down on anyone
who isn’t as competent as she, and she’s got a sharp tongue. That’s
turned a lot of people against her. It only needed one puff of rumour
to blow up a gale.” Smiling, Chrysanthemum began clearing the
table.

“Why did you women keep her out of the mutual-aid teams?”

“T've told you. No one wanted to be on the same team with het.
Comrade Wang and I were afraid the effect would be bad if we insisted,
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so we left her out. What’s yout opinion? Do you think she should

be asked to join?”

“I think she should. At the same time, you can criticize and
educate her. We mustn’t take the word of rascals and exclude one
of our own people.” Ping stood up. “Talk it over among your-
selves.”

“Comrade Wang,” Chrysanthemum called. But Comrade Wang
was already asleep in the other room. ‘There was no response. “I’'m
afraid she won’t agree. Ifair Brows argued with her in front of every-
body.”

“That’s not serious. Tomotrow, arrange for me to eat with Fair
Brows’ family. I want to get to know them better.”

“Right,” Chrysanthemum smilingly assented.

The next day Fair Brows summoned Ping early for breakfast. A
small table had been laid on the platform bed. Fair Brows’ mother
and her little brother sat around the table with Ping. The girl served
the food. Her father, who wasn’t much of a talker, greeted the district
chief pleasantly, then went out with his bowl and ate in the lane.

By eating with the family for three days, Ping learned quite a lot
about their histoty and ways.

The village was on the main road between the towns of Hochien
and Paoting. Before the Japanese invaded that part of China in 1937,
the Jocal landlords had five or six silk goods shops and two money
lending establishments. This increase in commercial activity stimu-
lated the opening of a dozen or so gambling houses and opium par-
lours. The village drew rascals from all over. While the poverty
of the poor increased, an atmosphere of superficial prosperity ‘was
created, and a disregard for legitimate productive activity resulted.

The streets were noisy and bustling, but the peasants suffered twelve
months out of the year. Aside from what they paid the landlords direct-
ly, the remuainder of their income also ended up in the landlords” hands
through various forms of extortion. All the pawnbrokers, the
usurers, the robbers, the gambling dens proprietors were in league
with the landlords. With thick tubes and thin, straight tubes and
crooked, the landlords siphoned blood from every phase of the pea-
sants’ existence and fattened themselves.
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After the War of Resistance Against Japan began, the Eighth Route
Army, under the leadership of the Chinese Communist Party, came to
this region and set up an anti- Japanese revolutionary base. A cleans-
ing storm swept the murky evil from the streets of Changkang. With
exploitation eliminated, the powers behind the opium traffickers, the
gamblers, the brothel operators and the robbers were smashed. The
silk goods shops and money lending establishments closed their doors.
Weavers of homespun again displayed their wares. The idlers di-
minished. People understood that productive labour was honourable.

Kuo Chung’s small inn had been started by his grandfather. For
three generations it had been serving generous potrtions of tasty food,
and it had many customers. Although it displayed no boastful
advertising outside its doot, three times a month, when the market
fairs were held, pedlars with their wheelbarrows, artisans with their
carrying poles, flocked to the inn as if returning to their own home.

Kuo Chung was an honest fellow, and most of the customers had
been patronizing his place for years. Often, on atrival, they would
set down their burdens and, without further ado, help fetch water and
cook the meals.

Ping and Comrade Wang had scveral arguments on the question of
Fair Brows joining a production team, Wang insisted that it would
have a bad effect. She said that Ping didn’t understand the situation,
that he didn’t really know what Fair Brows was like. Ping said that
Wang judged only by impressions instead of analysing things on a
class basis. In the end, Comrade Wang agreed to letting Fair Brows
form a team of her own. The team would also include the gitl’s mo-
ther, a match-maker from the east end of the village named Big Pro-
priety, and a woman from the west end of the village who was very
fond of card playing called Little Yellow Pear.

Tair Brows went to see Ping about it when she was informed.
The district chief said:

“When a person is given a job, she can’t pick her work partners.
If they’re backward, it’s up to us to help them. What counts is to do
the job well.”

“Right. We’ll show those other women a thing or two.”

26

“But we shouldn’t do our work out of spite,” Ping smiled.

“I’s no use explaining only to me.” Fair Brows also smiled.
“I'll bet I won’t even be able to get those women of mine to come to
a meeting.”

“How can you be so sure? You call them together. T’ll come
too.”

“Ah.”  Fair Brows gave a sigh of relief. ““If the district chief will
be there, they won’t dare stay away.”

“You must learn to talk things over with them nicely. You’re too
bossy. You’ve got to get over that habit.”

lair Brows departed.  ‘That night, as Ping left for the meeting,
Comrade Wang Laughed.

“I thought you didn’t like running meetings. What’s given you
such an intcrest in this model team ?”

“You still can joke. That team is actually one of your women’s
affairs.  You say they’re backward. Well, what are we supposed
to do-—lead only the hard core and the activists?” He looked at
their hostess. “If everyone were like Chrysanthemum, there’d be
no need for us cadres.”

“You’re flattering me again, district chief.” Chrysanthemum had
lit the lamp and was getting ready to weave.

The team meeting was held in the home of Big Propriety. When
the district chief arrived, he found the women already seated in a citcle
on the platform bed. Fair Brows sat on the edge, obviously very
happy.

“L see you’ve taken your places. All that’s lacking is a deck of
cards,” Ping quipped.

“So you know our old failing, district chief?” Big Propriety
laughed.

Ping sat down on a stool beside a cabinet that faced the door.

“You see, they’re all here,” he said to Fair Brows. “People shouldn’t
be subjective in their work.”

Fair Brows laughed.
“We backward stubborn females have all been put on one team,”

said Big Propriety. “It’s up to us to prove ourselves. We can’t
let our Fair Brows lose out to those other women.”
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“It’s not a question of anyone losing out to anybody,” Ping said.
“We're all on the same side. If we do our job well, everybody
benefits. If we do it badly, evetybody’s responsible. Don’t treat
youtself like an outsider.”

“The district chief is right,” said Fair Brows” mother. “We hope
he’ll give us a speech.”

All the women applauded. Ping’s face reddened. He rose to his
feet.

“I’'m not much of a specch-maker, but there is something I can say.
1 know a little about Changkang. In the old society, there were a lot
of bad people here. They used to say if you started counting from
that end of the main street, you’d find a loose woman in every other
house; and that if you then started counting from the other end, you’d
find a loose woman in every house in between. That was a dirty lie.
People were forced to go bad by the feudal landlords. They exploited
the pootr. They made the poor go bad. They had money. They
enjoyed themselves. The filthy bastards. Now we have a new socie-
ty. How is it those bad places and people are gone? It’s honourable
to work now, gambling is shameful. If I catch anybody gambling
again, I'll arrest him. Those rotters. The drought’s so bad, but
instead of going out and watering the fields, they still want to gam-
ble....”

Ping was shouting. He pulled off the towel kerchief that bound
his head and mopped his sweating brow. The women on the platform
bed were frightened stiff. Ping trealized that he had lost his temper
again. He sat down and said with a laugh:

“I get excited when T make speeches. You women talk it over
among yourselves. Fair Brows, chair the meeting.”

He got up and walked out.

“That’s some temper our district chief has,’

Fair Brows disagreed. “He’s very calm and reasonable when he
chats with anybody. It’s only when he has to make a speech —”

“But he shouted at us, for no reason at all,” Little Yellow Pear

>

said Big Propriety.

remarked.
“He’s just frank and outspoken. Everything he said was true,
wasn’t it?””  Big Proptiety responded. “But let’s get down to busi-
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ness. Fair Brows, tell us. How do you think we ought to go about
this ?’

“How?” The gitl turned towards her. “Why, we’ve got to
organize.”

“Isn’t that what we’ve done?” Big Propriety asked with a smile.
She was sitting very erect. “Aren’t we all here together? But
organizing can’t mean just calling us middle-aged women to sit around
on a platform bed. There must be more to follow.” SHe set her
mouth in a firm line.

“A fine thing it would be if all we had to do was sit,”” Little Yellow
Pear guflawed, smacking her thigh. Even Little Yellow Pear’s teeth
were yellow.

“Organizing means working together —a kind of partnership.
You help me with my work, T help you with yours,” said Fair Brows.

3

“I'hat’s what we call lending a hand in the busy season,” said her
mother.

“If that’s what it is, why make such a fuss?”’ queried Little Yellow
Pear. “Are we supposed to do it all year round ?”

“All year round,” said Fair Brows firmly. “We mustn’t slacken.”

“Absolutely not,” Big Propriety agreed. “We’ll challenge other
teams to compete.” She sat up straighter.

“Right,” Fair Brows said softly. “We’ve got to show what we

can do, let people know who we are.”

And so the team was formed. The next day there was a meeting
of team leaders. Chrysanthemum notified Fair Brows to attend.

Comrade Wang had sarcastically referred to them as a “model
team.” What she actually meant was an “idlets team.” Fair Brows
was aware of this attitude towards her team. Her long curved brows
dancing, she challenged Li the Third’s mutual-aid team, generally
considered the best in the village. FEveryone at the meeting was
astonished.

Li was Big Propriety’s husband. A carpenter, he was good at
many other things as well. He could build a house, fite a kiln, set up
a mill, make wooden pails, repair crockery, and papet a ceiling. ‘The
handiest man in the village, Li was good-tempetred, steady.
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The members of his team
were: Ta-yin, a young fellow
who tamped earthen walls;
Hsiao-liang, a powerful man
who enjoyed weight-lifting
contests with the stone roller
after a hard day’s work in
the fields; and Hsing, a
ptimary school graduate.
Hsing liked to sing tunes
from the operas and play
the harmonica, but his field
work was poor. He had
gone off for a stint in the
army, but returned home
again after only a few days.
The production committee
had felt that I.i’s team was
too strong. That was why
they had given him this

young ‘“‘headache.”

Li’s teamn felt that the challenge by Fair Brows was something of
an insult. ‘Those women would be too easy to beat. But Li, straight-
forward and serious, accepted. One of the men said:

“Big Propriety’s on her team, Li. Better be careful.”

Rapping the ashes out of his pipe, Li laughed. “Quit your kidding.
This is a meeting.”

His team set the following conditions: Both sides must draw up
a production plan, operate as teams all year, also engage in sidelines,
and strive for a status of “model.”

The sidelines of Li’s team wete to be house-building in spring and
carpentry in winter. ‘The sidelines of Fair Brows’ team were to be
spinning and weaving patterned cloth.

Hsing was to write out the production plans for both teams. He
did his own team’s during the rest period after the noonday meal,
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then strolled to a big willow by a pond in the west end of the village
and lay down on a latrge stone slab.

When it rained, water flowed actross this slab into the pond. But
this year the weather had been rather dry. The water in the pond
was shallow and muddy. There wete a few ducks paddling about.

The young man had something on his mind. Originally he and
Fair Brows had been sweethearts. They had attended the same school,
both were in the theatrical troupe. In the operettas they performed,
they were always cast as lovers, or husband and wife. When they
were on stage together, their singing and acting seemed to be pat-
ticulatly inspired. The day llsing went off to the army was the day
Fair Brows was excluded from the production team. She trailed at
the cad of the crowd sceing him off to the edge of the village.  When
he returned from the city the next day for a brief visit to his family,
he ran into I'air Brows on the road. She had just sold 2 bolt of cloth
in the market, and surreptitiously slipped him two yuan.

“Now,” Hsing thought, “everything is over.” He had run away
from the army not long after and come home. People despised him,
Fair Brows ignored him. Now, she was challenging his team. It
was just his luck to have to be the one to write out het production plan!

Just before supper, Hsing adjusted the white towel kerchief on
his head and tightened his leather belt. He knew that Fair Brows
usually stood in her gateway at this hour. While still 2 good distance
away he saw her there, looking in his direction. She turned her gaze
elsewhere. lle walked up to her slowly.

“Have you worked out your plan yet?” he asked.

“Yes.” She wouldn’t face him.

“Where do you want me to write it? Have you got paper?”

“We've everything we need.” She started walking east.

“Where are you going ?”

“T'o Big Propricty’s house.”

A bit angry, he trailed behind her. Big Propriety lived in the
outskirts. When they had left the village, Fair Brows slowed her
pace.

“What’s wrong with you? Why did you come home?” she
demanded.
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The boy didn’t reply.

She laughed scornfully.

He was tempted to go back to the village. Without tutning her
head, the girl said: “Come along.”

Again he caught up. Fair Brows asked: “Why did you come
home? Have you no shame? Are you afraid to die?”

>

They were skirting a pond of reeds. “If T wete you,” she said,
“I’d jump into this pond and drown myself.”

“Quit provoking me,” Hsing ctied.

“Is that possible? Do you have any feclings at all ?” the gitl retorted
softly. ““You had the gall to deck yourself out in a new white head
kerchief when you left, and you had the gall to still be wearing it when
you came back. As for that leather belt, it might be some use at the
front. ‘There it would look good. But secing you all dressed up at
your own door only makes people furious.”

This was more than Hsing could bear. He wanted to find a quiet
spot where he could weep. He turned and started for home. Fair
Brows ran after him and grabbed his arm.

“Where do you think you’re going? Come along and write up
our plan.”

The boy had no choice but to accompany her. It was quite dark
by then, and the sky was overcast. Big Propriety was shouting for
her husband to come in for supper.

It rained during the night, though not vety heavily. Nevertheless,
the peasants were happy. The next day everybody got up early and
went to the fields.  Particularly energetic were the members of mutual-
aid teams. They said the rain would help them make a showing.
Stripped to the waist, hoes on their shoulders, they marched in a line.
The crops had brightened up after the rain. Roads and paths were
filled with talking, laughing men and women.

Fair Brows was out of bed before dawn. She called her team mem-
bers together and they set out for Big Propriety’s field. Fair Brows
was wearing a new tunic. She rolled up her trouser legs because the
dew was heavy on the ground. Little Yellow Pear caught up with
her and said:
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“My sweet potato vines need tutning. Why not wotk a day at my
place fitst?”

“You mustn’t do that,” said Big Propriety. “I’ve already prepated
food and drink for you all.”

“It’ll be bad if T don’t turn those vines after the rain,” said Little
Yellow Pear.

“But my cotton will go wild if we don’t prune it,” countered Big
Propriety, breathing hard.

“You mean you won’t help me?”

“Who says we won’t? What did we agree at our meeting? You
were so concerned about the rest of us. You insisted that our work
be done first. Now, it rains and you change your mind. We’re
going to work together a long time. How will we manage if you
don’t stick to your word?”

“Don’t you lecture me.” Little Yellow Peat’s face turned absolute-
ly golden. <If that’s the way you feel about it, then each person can
look after herself. I’'m going to turn my sweet potato vines.”” She
marched off.

“Go on,” Big Propriety shouted after her. “We can get along
without you.”

Fair Brows was frantic. “Come back,” she cried. “What’s the
idea? Are you trying to shame me?”

After much utging by Fair Brows’ mother, Little Yellow Pear was
persuaded to go to Big Propriety’s field.

The women started pruning the cotton plants. Little Yellow Pear
was down to the end of het row in no time.  She seated herself beneath
a small willow. Big Propticty glated. When she reached the end
of the row she said:

“If you help someone, you ought to be fair about it. You should
be as careful as if you wete doing your own wortk, and not just kid
around.”

“Who’s kidding around?” Little Yellow Pear demanded.

“What do you call this?” She stepped over into the row Little
Yellow Pear had just worked on and patted a few of the cotton plants.
“See here,” she called to the others. “She didn’t prune any of these.
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She’s purposely trying to make me do it all over. If this team can’t
work together, let’s break up.”

“Who needs a team? [’ve done all right without one for years.”
Little Yellow Pear patted the dust from her clothes and walked away.
Tair Brows tried to call her back in vain.

Men working in a nearby field grinned. A red flush spread from
Fair Brows’ face to her neck. “You’re just making monkeys of us,”
she yelled at Little Yellow Pear’s retreating figure.

Little Yellow Pear walked quickly to her own field and began turn-
ing vines. Fair Brows statted towatrds het at a run.

“Don’t you raise a row,” Fair Brows’ mother shouted.

The girl halted in her tracks. She remembered what the district
chief had said: “You’re too bossy. You’ve got to get over that
habit.”

Fair Brows felt very badly. “Surely we’re not going to break up
on the very first day?” she thought. Fair Brows called a couple of
times, but Little Yellow Pear pretended not to hear. She squatted
in her field, turning sweet potato vines.

“Let’s leave her alone for now,” TFair Brows said to the others.
“We’ll finish this cotton first.”

She did her work catefully and quickly. Though she didn’t say
a word, she was thinking hard:

“You’re bound to run into trouble on a job, the trick is to figure
out why.... What else could it be, except pute selfishness....
But our aim is to organize selfish people together and get them so that
they gradually become unselfish.... Where can I leatn to do that?
In the newspaper? The newspaper has a lot of methods, but some of
them won’t work in this bad village of ours.” She wrinkled her
brow. “I’vegottotry. What caused the trouble today, for instance ?
The rain. Everyone wanted to finish the wotk on her own field and
harvest a good crop. If we work fast and well, we can do everybody’s
field. No one will be delayed.”

Tair Brows made up her mind. Chatting pleasantly, she remarked:
“We don’t need all day to finish this little bit of cotton.”

The other women, observing her energetic manner, smiled and
worked faster. Fair Brows said:
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“We’re still backward. When the whole country is liberated, we’ll
be able to plough and hatrvest with machinery.”

“They say we’ll even have machinery to turn millstones,” said the
girl’s mother. “Then 1 won’t have to keep walking around that old
mill. Il just turn on the machine and let it grind out flour. For
that small inn of ours, we have to mill flour all day long.”

“Who knows when that will be?” said Big Propriety. “I heatr
there’s a machine for sawing planks. My husband’s back aches after
pulling and pushing a saw from morning till night.”

“It will be wonderful then,” said Fait Brows. “Our village will
have movies. T’ve never seen one.”

“Do you think it will happen in my lifetime?” asked her mother.

“Why not?” the girl replied.  “It’ll be very soon.  Let me ask you:
Do you know why Chairman Mao is calling on us to organize?”

“I0 we organize we become a tcam,” said her mother, with an ex-
cited smile. “Gradually we can become part of a big partnership.”

“Right. When you study what Chairman Mao says, you don’t
want to just look at the words. You’ve got to see the whole picture,
take a long range view. Then you’ll see his full meaning. He’s lead-
ing us forward step by step, but we ought to take bigger strides, speed
up a bit.”

Stirred, the women worked with a will. They forgot whose plot
of land they were working on. They felt they wete labouring for the
prosperity of all, as Chairman Mao tecommended.

Before noon, they completed pruning the cotton ficld.

“Let’s help Little Yellow Pear turn her sweet potato vines,” Fair
Brows proposed.

“Why should we?” said Big Propriety. “She doesn’t help others.”

“She’ll never finish, all by herself. Let’s give her a hand.”

Fair Brows’ mutual-aid team didn’t disintegrate. That evening,
the women met and criticized themselves. A few days later, two more
families, both with men in the army, joined the team. 'The women
wotked enthusiastically, especially Tair Brows. Every day she
read about the experience of other teams in the newspaper. ~ She passed
this information on to her team-mates.
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One night a big meeting was called in the village to discuss produc-
tion. A theatrical troupe from a neighbouring village was invited to
perform afterwards.

District Chief Ping spoke about Fair Brows’ team. He said mutual-
aid teams had to be formed on a voluntary basis. They needed good
leaders, self-criticism and education, propet calculation and recording
of work done. They must be effective, and improve farming tech-
nique.

Fair Brows stood in the audience looking up at the speaker, suppress-
ing the smile that played around the corners of her mouth.

It was a hot sultry night. But the play the visiting theatrical
troupe was performing took place in winter. One of the actors was
clad in heavy clothes and wore a big fur hat. He sang with vigour,
perspiration streaming down his face. Suddenly, he stopped and
withdrew. The leader of the troupe hurried on stage, bowed, and
said to the audience:

“Our singer is ovet-dressed, neighbours. Ide’s too hot. He’s
gone backstage to cool off a little. How about us all singing a tune
together while we wait?” He applauded his suggestion and the au-
dience clapped with him.

Thete was a moon that night. She walked

As she was pass-

Fair Brows left.
towards home along a path in the village outskirts.

She turned around. It was

ing the big pond, someone hailed her.
Hsing.

He caught up with her in a few strides.

“I’m going back to the army tomotrow, Fair Brows.”

“Have you got the courage?” The girl halted.

“I've made up my mind.”

“Go ahead, then.”

“I want to ask you something. Are we still friends?”

“Will you come running home again?”

“No. When I get back to the army, I'm going to study and work
hard.”

“Then we’re still friends.

Laughing, Hsing trotted off. He ran a few paces, then halted.

You go ahead.”
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“Did you see those actors?”” he demanded. “What kind of play
do you call that? Terrible. I could see you didn’t think much of

them. After I leave, you get our troupe together again.”

After that one night of rain, the weather went dry again. The sky
cleared, there wasn’t even any dew at night. Leaves on the lower
pottions of the sorghum stalks turned yellow. The leaves higher up
drooped as soon as the sunlight hit them. The millet put out half
a head of grain, then stopped, like a baby having difficulty in being
born.

People scanned the heavens till their eyes ached. Li rose every

day in the wee hours of the morning and summoned his team to carry

-water to the ficlds from the well.

The well was an old one and, due to the lack of rain, the water in
it was low. By breakfast time it was so shallow they had to wait for
it to fill up again. Just as the crops before them seemed to be doing,
they watched and waited. If only the crops could have a little rain
to trickle down from their heads to their feet. Crops can’t talk. They
can only long for water avidly.

Every day the peasants rose and gazed at the sky. ‘There was never
a wisp of cloud. Sometimes, when they were irrigating, they would
spot a few dark clouds far off on the hotizon, and they would pray
that they would come their way. They waited for thunder, for rain-
drops to fall on their heads.

But only their perspiration dripped. The dark clouds slowly dis-
sipated, and the peasants, mopping their red faces with the sweat-
soaked towels they had hung on the windlass, sat down listlessly on

the edge of the well platform.

When Big Propriety got home that day, she found Li shaping a
piece of wood with an adze.

“Not asleep yet?” she asked. ““What’s that for?”

Li looked up. Sweat was running sideways along the deep hori-
zontal lines in his checks. He wiped his face with his hand and

smiled.

37




“Our team has only one small windlass. The man at the well has
to wait while someone else is pouring the water from the bucket.
All the rest of us have to stand around too. We’ve got this bit of tim-
ber at home. I thought I’d rig up a pulley that could haul two buckets
on the opposite sides of a rope loop.”

“Give that to me,” his wife exclaimed. She snatched up the piece
of locust timber. “I’ve been saving that so you could make me a
spinning wheel. And you want to use it for a pulley!”

“Just listen to you,” said Li. “The weather is so dry it’s scorching.
What’s mote important — a spinning wheel or a pulley for the well 2

“I won’t let you have it.” His wife plumped herself down and
shoved Ii aside. “How many things do you want to give them?
You’te the only one who’s so big-hearted. You make all the presents,
you do all the work, but they get all the benefits.”

“What have I given them?”

“What? I’m so mad I can’t remember. Let me think a minute.
Ah, right.  You gave them a hoe handle, didn’t you?”

“I put it on my own hoe.”

“But soonet or later all tools will belong to the team, won’t they?
And that day you mended the stand for the well windlass. 1 won’t
say anything about your labour, but did they even pay for those five
big-headed nails you used? And when you repaired the bucket, you
used our wood and our own hemp rope.”

“After it was repaired didn’t you use it? Didn’t you water our
plot with'it?”

“But I always have to water someone else’s plot first,” Big Propricty
said coldly. “We’re the first to do the work and last to get the
benefit.”

“I’'m a cadre,” shouted Li.

“You’re a model.” She was shouting too. “But can you eat a
model? How are we going to get through the winter months?”

“We got through hard winters before.” Li sat down on a stool
and lit his pipe.

“I’m not saying you shouldn’t help them.’

2

Big Propriety suddenly
became very reasonable. “But let me ask you: With the weather
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so dry and the water in the well so low that even a small windlass can’t
raise any, what’s the point in making a big pulley?”

“That well needs dredging. Once you dredge it, thete’ll be plenty
of water.”

“Do you want to kill yourself? I’m not going to let you dredge
that well.  You're always groaning about your back. Who’s going
to look after you if you get really sick?”

“You are,” a voice behind her said. Big Propriety turned around.
The district chief had come in.

“Not me,” she laughed. “Today, men and women are equal.
I've been looking after him for years. It’s his turn now. Have you
caten, district chief?”” She gave Li a sidelong glance and went into
the next room for a nap.

Smiling, Li passed Ping a stool. Then he pulled over the piece of
locust timber and squinted along it with one eye. Standing upon it,
he raised his adze. “It’s not easy being a cadre these days,” he said.
“You’re attacked from inside and out. The peasants, your wife —
everybody aggravates you.”

The district chief laughed.

“Peasants are near-sighted,” said Li. ““They’re willing enough
to pick melons in summer, but they don’t like planting seeds in spring.
They hate to invest in anything. The last few days, we’ve been irrigat-
ing the fields. But my team is losing interest, say it’s a waste of time.
I said: Let’s use a big pulley. They said: There’s no water, I
said: Let’s dredge the well. They said: It’s no use dredging a
well with a sticky mud bottom. I said: Let’s run a tube through
the mud to the mouth of the spring. They said: We can’t afford to.
I'said: Send someone to Tuan Village and buy a length of bamboo.
That can be our tube. Tll figute out how to do it and lay it myself.
We'll save lots of money.... FEven so, some of them weren’t too
happy about the idea.” Li laughed. “Step by step. I know push-
ing too hard doesn’t solve anything. But the drought is so bad.
How can you help being anxious?”

“By the time you’ve finished your pulley, dredged the well and set
in the pipe, the crops will have withered in the field,” his wife called
from the next room. She had been listening all the while,
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“We’re not doing it just for this year. Every year we have drought,
every year we weatr out our eyes looking for rain. Even if we can’t
finish in time for this year, we still have next year,” said Li.

“Who’s going to wait that long?” Big Propricty retorted. “If
we don’t get results now, next year you won’t have anybody on your
mutual-aid team.”

Li did not reply. He stood on the piece of timber with his head
lowered, the adze in his hands. “She’s right,” he thought. “If we
don’t get results, it will be very hard to keep the team together.”

“Don’t lose heatt, Li,”” Ping encouraged.

“I won’t.”” Li looked up. He again raised his adze. “But I’m
afraid that others might.”

“Keep on with your plan, step by step. I’ll help you,” said the
district chief. ‘““The main thing is not to give up. The tougher it
is, the hatder we’ve got to fight. Let me know when you dredge
that well.”

Li and his team started dredging in the afterooon. lair Brows
heard about it and came with her tcam to help.

“We’ll give you a hand with yours,” she said to Li, “and then you
must help us with ours. When you’ve set up your big pulley, let
us have your small windlass.”

Eight men and women gathered around the well. “I know this
well.  It’s an old one,” said Ti. “T’ll go down and take a look. If
there’s danger, you others needn’t come down.”

)

“You’re getting on in years,” said his wife, “and your back aches.
Let the younger men do it.”

“What’s thete to be afraid of > Lilaughed. He sat on the bucket
and grasped the rope. They lowered him into the well.

Fair Brows and Big Propriety worked at the windlass pulling out
buckets of mud till their faces were streaming with perspiration.
Big Propricty was longing to get it over with.

“Let’s work a little hatder,” she urged Fair Brows, “and dispose of
this mud. Your uncle has a bad back.”

“Didn’t you just quatrel with him?” teased the girl. “How can
you love him so?”
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“It’s because I love him that I quartel and fight,” Big Propriety
laughed. She leaned over the well shaft and called: “Having any
trouble ?”

“No,” Li shouted back. “Keep hauling up that mud.”

People on the well platform, talking and laughing, disposed of the
mud sent up. They wotked in shifts. The dredging was finished
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before dark, and the water rose nicely. Li suggested that they irrigate
the land of the person who owned the well. Everyone cheerfully
agreed.

Big Propriety went home first and made Li some hot noodle soup.
After supper, she urged him to go to bed eatly. She lay by his side,
keeping the mosquitoes off with a battered plantain fan.

“You must be worn out,” she said. Li didn’t reply. His eyes were
closed. “That dredging really did the trick,” she went on. “The
well filled quickly. Tomorrow, you'll be setting up the pulley and
watering with the double buckets. That will be fine for ocur late
millet.”

“T’ve still got to put in a tube,” Li said sleepily.

““Ask our women’s team to help. We can do a lot of work.”

“Don’t worry, I will. It takes plenty of push to get a tube in.”

“I heard that other teams are talking about dredging their wells too,
now that they know how much better ours is. They say they hope
you’ll put tubes in for them also. Have you got enough time ?”

“Why not? All I’ve got to do is cut down a little on my rest. If
the production of every team in the village picks up and we pull
through this drought, I won’t ask for anything better,” smiled Li.

“When all this is over, you've got to make me a spinning wheel.”

“I will, T will. Who says 1 won’t?”

““And after the autumn harvest, you’ve got to make my team a loom.
Fair Brows and the others said I should find a chance to ask you.”
She laughed and snuggled her head against his arm-pit.

“Come to bed,” Li mumbled drowsily. “We’ve got to get up early
tomortow.”

“You sleep. I won’t bother yow.” She covered him with a light
quilt, then she too went to sleep.

Snoring peacefully, she dreamed that Li was dredging all sorts of
useful things out of the well — a saw, a plane, 2 loom, a spinning wheel.
She sat on the well platform and tried out the wheel. It fairly flew,
spewing out fine, even thread. Fair Brows and the others jumped
for joy. They smiled and praised the spinning wheel. Whirling,
whirling, it was transformed into a great water wheel. Water gushed
from it like a fountain and flowed into Big Proptiety’s plot of late
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millet. Immediately, the millet raised its heads and danced in the
breeze, then some of the millet turned into children, wearing beauti-
ful clothing of many hues. The children danced gaily around het
and Li. She took a little boy in her arms. Li picked up a little girl.
She whispered to him: “We’te both over forty and we’ve never
had any kids. Let’s keep these two.”

Sleeping, she slipped a plump arm across Li’s chest.

I

The announcement that the land reform was to be checked over, and
any omissions rectified, reached Changkang. After a mass meeting
at which the peasants poutred out their grievances against the land-
lords, the peasants took action. It was the fifteenth of the seventh
lunar month. The sorghum had gone completely red in the sun.
There were fields and fields of it. Beating drums and cymbals, peas-
ants marched out of the village, circled round the big pond, and went
first to the forty mou of millet, irrigated by a water wheel, which was
owned by Old Master Kuo.

Their red lacquered oxhide drum had been gathering dust in the Kuo
family temple for years. The peasants had not been allowed to touch
it. All during the anti-Japanese war the village theatrical troupe had
used only the small drum. But today, after the mass meeting, a peas-
ant had proposed: “Open the doot of the Kuo family temple and get
the big drum and we’ll beat it.” A dozen men had dragged forth all
the musical instruments and laid them out in the sun for an airing.
The boom of the big drum was thunderous.

“Let Fair Brows conduct,” people shouted.

The girl was still red and sweating from her participation in the
mass rally. In her hand was a thick grain stalk,

She ran over and waved the stalk to give the cadence. “We’ll
do the March of the Generals. One, two....”

The big drum boomed triumphantly.

With the big drum leading the way, Fair Brows swung her stalk
vigorously. Her flowery patterned tunic was soon soaked with sweat.
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The tassels of the sorghum on either side of the road brushed peo-
ple’s faces as they passed. Grains like beads of crimson cotal were
brought showering down by the pounding of the drum, landing on
the ground, on the marchers’ heads and necks.

Men removed their tunics, rolled them up, and carried them slung
across one shoulder.

News had spread quickly across the plain that a more thorough-
going land reform had already started in the mountain region. The
landlords stopped their water wheels, although their fields were
parched. 'They knew that most of their land would be divided up
among the peasants and they wanted to ruin the crops. There was
a good rain in the middle of the month, but the landlords didn’t hoe
the weeds which subsequently sprouted. In Old Master Kuo’s field,
the weeds were as high as the millet. But the millet was good and
heavy with grain. The ears glistened golden in the sunlight.

A peasant drove a matker into the earth at the end of the field.
On it was written: “Forty mox grain field, confiscated by the poor
peasants association....” The peasant shouted: “This land is
ours.” ‘The others echoed his cty. Louder beat the big drum. The
sound seemed to come from the earth itself.

The procession surged east. A marker was placed in every field
scheduled for confiscation. Daylight began to fade. The sun rolled
through a mass of fiery clouds.

It’s only on the great plain that you can see the ripe crops in their
full glory. Red sorghum, yellow millet, bursting white cotton, all
lit up by a huge scarlet sun, its reddish glow spreading far to the east.

Walking backwards, IFair Brows conducted the beat of the big drum
with her stalk. The band returned to the village along the road in
the eastern outskirts. At the village entrance the big drum beat with
an increased frenzy. The peasants ran to the gates of the landlords’
residences. Frightened, the landlords hurried out. “You're not
to move any of your things,” the peasants warned them.

This feverish activity of the peasants extended through the seventh
and eighth lunar months, Li was chosen representative of the vil-
lage’s poor peasants in the township council. Fair Brows was elected
leader of the village women. Crops on five hundred #ox of confiscated
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landlord and rich peasant land were ready for hatrvest. Autumn hat-
vest brigades were formed, with Fair Brows at the head of the women’s

brigade.

Every day, Fair Brows got up before dawn and called her women
to the fields. They worked until very late. After they all went
home for a bite to eat, Fair Brows again blew her whistle in the moon-
light, summoning them to a meeting.

The landlords began sabotaging their crops, destroying the sorghum
and millet whose ears had not yet filled out, stealing the gtain that
was ripe. They dug up undeveloped potatoes, uprooted and removed
peanuts, trampled cotton plants.

Militiamen, rifles slung across their backs, patrolled the fields at
night.

Fair Brows had a small fowling piece. One night, she was guatd-
ing a confiscated plot formerly belonging to Old Master Kuo. She
walked quietly through the millet, separating it with her hands so that
it wouldn’t rustle. Before het, she saw the dark figure of 2 man. He
was wiclding a curved gleaming object.  Fair Brows heard the sound
of falling grain.

She ran towards him, shouting: “Who’s there?”

The  man immediately squatted down. But when she reached
him, he rose. It was Old Master Kuo. He looked around and
asked:

“That you, Fair Brows? Are you alone?”

“What if T am?”

“I'm not afraid if you’re alone.”” He gave a sinister laugh.

“Why ate you cutting our millet?”

“Your millet? Yours?” the old man grated viciously. ““This
millet is mine. I’m going to cut it all.”

“Let’s see you try. If you cut so much as one more stalk, I’Il send
you to the military affairs committee.”

“Don’t threaten me, Fair Brows. No matter what you say, we’re
still members of the same clan. I’m yout collateral grandfather.”

“Grandfather, nothing,” the girl replied sharply. “Youre a
landlord. T'm a poor peasant. We’re not the same family. Don’t
pretend there’s any connection between us.”
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The old man sat down dejectedly.  “Maybe we’te not the same fami-
ly. I don’t dare to aspire so high. But I beg you — let me hatvest
this crop of millet. Will you?”

“What right have you to harvest it? This land you sweated out
of us. In my eighteen years I’ve never seen you touch a farm imple-
ment. But now, to ruin our crop, you take up a sickle.”

“You people had better not press me too hard.” The landlord
suddenly stood up, the sickle quivering in his hand like 2 wounded
fish. “T’ll fight you to the death.” He turned and slashed frenziedly
at the millet.

“Stop.”” Fair Brows pulled the gun around from behind her back
and levelled it at the old scoundrel. “If you don’t stop cutting, i
shoot.”

She fired a shot into the air.

At the sound, peasants came running. They took the landlord
off to the military affairs committee.

On the way back to the village, Fair Brows and Li walked together.
The moon was climbing in the sky. They were laved by waves of

heat, exuding from the soil
said the girl. “Even this late at night,

>

“We've had quite a day,’
we’ve had another show.”

“Neither of us have fought at the front,” said Li, “but today we’ve
seen battle, How our people beat that big drum. What energy.
Even if there’d been a mountain in their way, they’d have blasted it
over.”

“It would be wonderful if we could be like that way all year round.
Today, my heart has been blazing, Brother L.i.”

“Who can be calm at such a time?” Li laughed.

“There’s something I want to ask you,” the girl said in a low voice.

“What is it? Speak up.”

“I want to join the Party. I want to work hard, fight. Will you
be my sponsor ?”’  She raised her hands as though she wanted to pluck

something down from the sky. Tair Brows sang:

In the seventh month

Red grows the sorghuam,
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Women together
At a mass meeting
Hurl accusations

At the landlotrd.

Sisters, weeping,

Tell their story:

We dared not glean

A bit of grain

Fallen in your field,

The poor had to take
Their children with them
Working out in the foulest weather,
But your children

Never had to leave

Their comfortable beds.

In the seventh month

The cotton bolls burst
Your family wore cool silks,
If we gleaned a bit

Of fallen cotton

You didn’t say then

That we were members

Of the same clan.

At last the crops were brought to the threshing field and the divi-
sion began. Just as some of the landlords” surplus clothing, farm
implements and furniture were being distributed among the peasants,
the county administration ordered a halt. Ping and Comrade Wang
went back to the county seat. The township council registered the
confiscated property and stored it away, appointing a small committee
headed by Li to be responsible for its safe-keeping.

All the things were locked up in a large manor formerly belonging
to one of the landlords just south of the village. The manot had
contained three compounds, side by side, with expensive well-made
residences in each. The Japanese had torn down the residences in
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the two easternmost compounds and used the material to build gun-
towers. ‘They let the courtyards, the mill-shed and the hired-hands’
shanties fall into disrepair.

Only one compound remained in faitly good condition. Two
rooms of the main building and one of the wings were filled with
the confiscated goods. In a third room some timbers and farm tools
were stored. Another wing was used as an office and kitchen.
Besides Li, the safe-keeping committee consisted of Mr. Hou, who
had kept a landlord’s accounts; Shuang-chin was responsible for the
clothes and clothing material; Old Kai, an old bachelor who had
been a hired hand all his life, was in charge of the confiscated animals
and carts; Young Blacky, who did the cooking, had also worked
for a landlotrd in the past.

When the peasants had started dividing up the landlords” surplus
property, Fait Brows had received a small red lacquered stool and a
purple velvet gown. She was extremely pleased with both. “They’re
not much,” she thought, “but they’ll be good mementoes.” She
scrubbed the little stool till it shone.  The gown she loaned to girls
who were getting matricd.

“Wear it at your wedding,” she would say. “It will bring you
luck, We wrested it from a landlord family.”

She revived the theatrical troupe and wtote an operetta about their
land reform check-up, casting hetself in one of the leading roles.
Evety night she and the other actors rchearsed in the patlour of the
compound where the landlords” confiscated goods were stored.

The patlour could hold two or three hundred people. Li said
it would be a good place to run a literacy class in the winter. Fair
Brows had Young Blacky fill half a large bowl with confiscated peanut
oil and put in a floating wick, She used this as a lamp for the re-
hearsing piayers. Villagers came after supper to watch.

Young Blacky remarked to some of them as he was lighting the
lamp: “Fair Brows is good at everything. In our struggle against
the landlords, she set a fine example. And in cultural things, she
can write operettas and she can sing.”

“Thete aren’t many mecn her equal,” Shuang-chin agreed. “The
way she says her lines, the way she sings her arias — it’s remarkable
for a gitl who’s never had any professional training.”
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The players rehearsed until quite late. The oil in the bowl was
used up, the wick was dty, but no one wanted to go.

“Give us another bowl of oil, Young Blacky,” someone urged.
“It belongs to all of us. We’ve won it from a landlord. No need
to be petty.”

Li sauntered in from the courtyard. “It’s getting late, neighbours,”
he said. “Break it up.”

“That’s right. We ought to be going to sleep,
“Thete’s wotk to do tomorrow.” LEverybody went home.

bH]

they agreed.

Li sat down by the square table and lit his pipe over the lamp.
As Fair Brows was rolling up the play script, he said:

“Sit down a minute, Fair Brows. Let’s talk.”

The gitl stood stiffly off at a distance, an irritated expression on
her face. “I know you want to criticize me for something,” she
said hoarsely.

“That’s right,” Li smiled. -

Fair Brows came over, adjusted the wick and added a little oil.
“I don’t understand,” she said. “What’s wrong with play acting
and a bit of singing?”

“I only think you shouldn’t do it here, and so late at night. We've
got three hundred bundles in this room, with three thousand pieces
of clothing. Our peasants won them from the landlords by
struggle. That kind of struggle, as you know, isn’t easy. You
heard the stories people told. In those bundles there aren’t just
clothes, there are our sweat and blood. The bitterness of the older
generation is in them, and the promising future of the younger.
Do you think the landlotds and rich peasants have given up? I
sweat buckets every night, patrolling around this place. Our re-
sponsibility is very heavy. All they have to do is toss in a lighted
match and everything will be destroyed. If anything goes wrong,
we won’t be able to face the peasants, to say nothing of our superiors.”

Fair Brows stared at the sputtering lamp wick., “If you think
I’'m not good enough, then let’s leave it at that, brother. But it
scems to me I wasn’t bad at all in our fight against the landlords.”

“You’re daring, much more so than I,” Li admitted. ““That’s
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one of the best things about you. But later, your old fault came
out again.”

“What fault? Is it a fault to struggle against landlords and rich
peasants?  To walk forward, to stand in the front — is that a fault?”

“I’m talking about the women. They have a small complaint
against you.”

“People are always complaining about me. And I know the
reason. There’s nothing wrong with me. It’s just that they’re
backward.”

“Let me ask you something, Fair Brows. Don’t get upset -
I’'m only kidding. But what do you want with that big stalk you’ve
been carrying atound the last few days?”

“What do I want with it? You tell me. At the mass meeting
I wanted it to educate the landlords and rich peasants with.”

“But you still had it in your hand when you were out with yout
women’s team.”

“I never hit a peasant with it.”

“You waved it under Little Yellow Pear’s nose. We have to
draw a clear line between our own people and our enemies in every-
thing we do.”

“I only forgot myself for 2 moment.” Fair Brows hung her head
and smiled.

“The people have learned a lot in the mass accusation meetings.
Most of them aren’t any more backward than we are. If we push
them around, they might decide to educate us.”

“Is it just because of this that the thing we talked about hasn’t
been settled ?”

“Not entirely, Everybody’s been very busy. The Party branch
hasn’t had time to discuss it.”’

“To be petfectly frank, brother, so far as work is concerned 1
don’t feel I do any wotse than some of those already in the organiza-
tion.” ‘The gitl arched her fine eyebrows.

“You shouldn’t judge people only on that basis. Some of them
may not be very competent in their work, but they’ve had eight or
nine years proving themselves and being educated. We should
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recognize people’s good points first.  You’re always looking to see
where they don’t measure up to you.”

“I feel that in this land reform check-up 1I’ve shown that I'm quali-
fied to join the Party.”

“You don’t join the Party wearing your accomplishments on
your sleeve. If you’ve got any accomplishments, the Party will
notice them. We’ll be discussing your application soon. Now
what about this operetta rehearsal?”

“All right. If you say we shouldn’t, then we won’t. T’ll listen
to you.” Fair Brows stood up. “But if I have time, T’ll practise
by myself. Don’t you intetfere.”

“As long as you don’t draw a crowd,” Li agreed. “Another
thing -— get your mutual-aid team operating.”

“Which mutual-aid team?”

“I'he one that challenged ours. You were going to stick it out
all year, don’t you remember?”

“Aiya,” Fair Brows laughed. “Now that we’ve got a big hatrvest
brigade, what do we need that little mutual-aid team for?”

“The harvest brigade is only temporary.”

“Why are we dilly-dallying around? Get everybody into one
big organization. Our autumn hatvest brigade is teally shatp. You
blow the whistle, and they assemble. They’te easy to lead, they
don’t complain. But that mutual-aid team is a headache. Only
four or five members, but no two of them think the same. And
there always seems to be problems.”

“The purpose of the autumn harvest brigade is to take in the con-
fiscated crops so that they don’t rot in the fields, and to prepare the
ground for sowing the winter wheat. Of course when we’re strug-
gling against the landlords and rich peasants, the mote people we
have together the stronger we are. But later we’re going to divide
up the land and the grain. We’ll still need mutual-aid teams next
spring.”

“Must we divide it up?” Fair Brows demanded impatiently.
“I don’t understand why we have to fall back a step every time we
take one forward. We're already out of the village, do we have to
return to our beds? It doesn’t make sense. Sooner ot later we’re
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going to farm collectively. We've got everything together, the
people are together, the drums are beating, the cymbals clashing,
and you want to go back to playing squeaky little tunes.... The
oil in this lamp is finished. We’ll talk some more tomorrow.”

A few days later, after a meeting of the Party branch committee,
Li was walking down the street when he saw a crowd in front of
the temple. Little Yellow Pear stood in the middle, shouting and
waving her hands.

Shouting back at her was Old Kai, who was in charge of the con-
fiscated draught animals and carts. A large cart had overturned in
the mud, and a cow in the traces lay beside it, pinned down by one
of the shafts. Li came closer. He saw that the animal was the one
that had calved the day before.

Old Kai was trembling with rage. “Come on,” he insisted, trying
to grab Little Yellow Pear. “We’re going to the district government
office about this.”

“Keep your hands off me, you old pauper,
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the woman yelled.
“Say what you want, but keep your distance.”

“Neighbours, you’ve all seen it,” cried the old man. “Even
empty, this big cart needs two animals to pull it, and she hitched up
this one small cow. For the past two months this cow was underfed
but used every day. When her time came, she had a terrible time
giving birth. If we hadn’t helped her all night, both she and her
calf would have died. But you,” he turned to Little Yellow Pear,
“you had to hitch her up. Are you trying to kill her? When you
give birth, you stay in your bed ten days to half a month. A cow
can’t speak, but isn’t it a living thing too?”

“Shut your stinking mouth, you dirty pauper. All your life you
couldn’t get married, so you’ve taken a cow for a relative,” the wom-
an fulminated.

“Yes, I'm poor. But it’s better to be poor than rotten. Land-
lord!”

“You’re a landlord,” shrilled Little Yellow Pear. “Don’t you

spit manure on people.”
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“And this cart.” Old Kai pointed at a hub cap that had dropped
off. “Certain people use carts but never tepair them. For two
months they haven’t added a dtop of axle grease. They take it out
in wind and rain. It’s all dry and splitting. It’s falling apart.”

“That’s right. Don’t let anyone use it. Keep it at home and let
it calve a little cart.” Little Yellow Pear thought attack was the
best defence.

“Quit squabbling,” the onlookers advised. “Here comes Brother
Li”

Li and some of the other men righted the toppled cart and unhitch-
ed the cow. They put the hub cap back on and pushed the cart into
a nearby couttyard.

“If you rowed much longer that cow would have been squashed
to death,” said 1.i. “Neighbours, doesn’t this cow and cart belong
to us?”

After much straining and heaving, Old Kai managed to pull the
cow to her feet. She staggered quite a bit before she could stand
steady. Old Kai led het away in a silent fury.

He brought her back to the shed where the confiscated animals
were being kept. Nomne of them were at the long trough. All had
been bortowed and were out working. ‘The calf lay in a sunny cor-
ner. One end of a long red silk tibbon that had been tied round its
neck trailed curling on the ground.

Old Kai was puzzled. Then he saw Fair Brows approaching with
a pretty little bronze pot. She hadn’t noticed him in the dim shed.

“Come and have some rice gruel,” she said to the calf. “Who
knows where Old Kai has taken your mother.” She put an arm
around the calf’s neck and offered it the gruel.

The old man stood motionless.

“Are you sute you won’t have any?” Fair Brows asked the calf.
“This isn’t a bad bowl. A landlord’s son used to heat his swallow’s
nest soup in it. I don’t have any swallow’s nest, but at least T can
give you some rice gruel.”

Old Kai smiled to himself. The cow tugged towards her calf.
Old Kai couldn’t restrain her. Only then did Fair Brows become
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awate of the old man. As he wiped the dried mud from the cow’s
coat, he pointed at the calf and asked:

“Who put that thing on its neck?”

“I did,” Fair Brows laughed. “Pretty, isn’t it?”

“Where did you get it?”

“T asked the safe-keeping committee for it.”

“It’s pretty all right, but it secems a waste....

“Don’t be so niggardly. The cow is one of our fruit of victory,
so the calf comes under the care of the safe-keeping committee too.

>

It’s another happy event.”

Thanks to the old man’s careful ministrations, the next morning
the cow was again munching its feed. But Old Kai’s anger hadn’t
abated. He sought out Li and asked that a meeting be called to
criticize Little Yellow Pear.

Li discussed the matter with other village representatives. All
agreed that the meeting should be held. They notified the various
team leaders who, in turn, informed their members that there would
be a meeting that night in the large patlour of the buildings occupied
by the safe-keeping committee.

After supper, Li went to the meeting place. He was the first to
arrive. He filled some oil lamps and lit them. An old woman
limped in on a noisily rapping cane.

“You certainly are an activist, old mama,” laughed Li.

“That I am, a real activist,” the old woman agreed. “You ought
to praise me on the bulletin board. Haven’t been late to a single
meeting ot left one carly in months., The minute I hear there’s a
get-together, I drop my spinning and hurry right over, rain or shine,
day or night. Doesn’t matter how busy I am at home, community
problems come first, I always say. At meetings you hear the reasons,
and you undetstand. Some folks don’t like meetings, but they’re
all over the place when they hear some landlord’s property is going
to be divided up. Scared to death they’ll miss out on something.
Full of complaints, they are, in private, but in open meeting they never
say what’s on their minds. You ought to criticize them.”

Li smiled.
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“Is it true, what I’'m saying?” the old woman demanded. “Is
it cotrect or not?”’

“It’s true, and correct.”

Gradually the room grew crowded. There weren’t enough seats.
Many people were standing. The gitls were all in a bunch, chatter-
ing merrily. They called on Fair Brows for a song. Fair Brows
looked hesitantly in Li’s direction.

“Don’t worry about Brother Ii,” the gitls advised. “He’s the
easiest-going man in the world.”

Li was standing before a square table. The secretary of the poor
peasants association sat on one side of the table, calling the roll.
When he didn’t get a response to a name, he immediately sent some-
one to fetch the absentee.

“Let’s start,” said Ti. ““Pecople on the same teams should sit to-
gether. Afterwards, we’re going to have discussions. Who wants
to speak fitst?”” He looked at the village tepresentatives.

“You lead off, brother,” they urged.

“All right”” ILi faced the audience. “Today’s meeting is to
talk about our poor peasants association’s animals and carts. We
peasants won these things from the landlords. The landlords had
no right to them. They were earned with our sweat and blood, and
the sweat and blood of our ancestors. We've only taken back what
belongs to us. ILater, we’ll divide these things up. For the time
being, since we haven’t divided the land we’ve just confiscated cither,
we’re Jending them to whoever wants to use them.

“The trouble is some people don’t take very good care of them.
They don’t feed the draught animal, they work them too hard. They
figure — who knows who’ll get what? As a result, the animals are
weak, the carts need repair.  If we go on like this, they’ll all be ruined,
and we peasants will suffer for it. The landlords will have a good
laugh at our expense, and the people will be dissatisfied with us.
We’ve all had to struggle for a living, we know how to take care of
things, but we’re a little backward. Only what we can touch, take
home, we call our own. Actually, what isn’t ours? The representa-

tive council is ours, the disttrict and county government is ours, the
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fighters at the front are ours. We should love and cherish them all.
Right or wrong? What do you say?”

“Right,” the people tesponded. From the back of the hall some-
one cried: “Couldn’t be righter.”

“Take the case of Little Yellow Pear,” Li went on. “Without
asking permission from the animal care-taker, she borrowed the
cow that just calved. What’s more, she hitched it up all wrong, so
that the cart turned over and nearly killed it. And she’s not the only
one who should criticize herself. Last night my wife was up to her
old tricks again. Instead of staying home and spinning thread, she
was running around outside match-making for Old Kai. T scolded
her, but I feel I should bring it up in open meeting too.”

The peasants burst into laughter. All eyes sought Big Propriety.
She had been taken completely by surprise. She shrank behind the
table, very embarrassed.

Each of the village representatives spoke, then the teams sat around
the lamps and held discussions, with a village representative chairing
each group.

When everyone had expressed his or her opinions, the village
representatives talked things over. Tinally, Li summed up.

“The method that the teams have worked out is this: We'll
te-form the teams according to where the land is located. The teams
will be given draught animals and carts. This is temporary, but we
don’t think when formal ownership is handed out there’ll be much
change. So all of you feed your animals well and take good cate of
your carts. FEach team will elect a leader. If anything goes wrong
with the cart or animal, he’ll be held responsible, and he won’t get
a shate in its ownership. ‘The village representatives will keep a con-
stant check. ILet’s see which team can do this the best.”

Li slept every night in the courtyard of the safe-keeping committee
compound on a stone slab which he softened with an old mattress
he had brought from home. His pillow was a block of wood.

Always before turning in Li went first to the military affairs com-
mittee and assigned sentry posts. 'This evening, dark clouds obscut-
ed the Milky Way. “It’s time to plant the wheat,”” he thought. “A
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ground-soaking rain would be good.” He got up and covered some
of the things in the couttyard.

Shuang-chin, who looked after the confiscated clothing, stood in
the doorway of the western wing where he slept. He had been hang-
ing a mosquito net.

“It’s cold tonight, brother,” he said to Li. “Let me get you a
quilt. We've got plenty here — silk floss, faced with satin.”

“I don’t need any,” said Li.

Someone rapped on the compound gate. Shuang-chin went to
open it.

“Find out who it is, first,”” Li warned.

After inquiring, Shuang-chin let the caller in. She was a woman
from the eastern end of the village, mother of an army man killed in
the war.

“Sorry to be so late, brother,” she said to Li, “but I know you’re
busy all day. I need your help.”

Li invited her to sit down. “I’ve arranged for the welfare team
to plough your land,” he said.

“It’s not about my land. It’s about my house. The beams atre
all rotten, and it leaks badly when it rains. I’'m an old woman, I
can’t repair it myself.”

“TH tepait it for you in a day or so. Yl have more time then.
1 guarantee it won’t leak.”

The woman smiled. I earned some extra money this spring spin-
ning thread and asked you to buy me some bricks, remember? Now
I'm thinking of propping the house up a bit. None of the timber
inside is any good. Our poor peasants association has timber.
Could they lend me some, I wondet, just a few thin sticks? Do you
think it would be all right? If my son were alive I wouldn’t have
to be bothering you.” The woman’s eyes brimmed over with tears.
She wiped them with the edge of her tunic.

Li thought a moment.

“We haven’t decided yet how to divide that stuff,” he said. “But
we’re sure to give preference to families of war dead. Your son gave
his life at the front, and your family certainly is needy. I don’t see
why anybody should object if we gave you a little extra help. Tl

37



take it up with the village representatives at our next meeting and
see if we can give you some timber. We don’t want to have you
worrying, while you’re sitting on your platform bed, spinning, that
your roof may collapse.”

“Thank you, brother,” the old woman said happily.

Li saw her to the gate, intending to lock up. Suddenly a dark
figure appeared. Li whipped out his pistol.

“Who’s there?” he challenged.

“It’s me.” The dark figure came forward. The voice was that
of a young woman. Li didn’t recognize her.

“You don’t know her,” the old woman said. “How could you?
She never showed herself much in public before. She’s the wife
of Seventh Mastet’s oldest son.” Smiling, she departed.

“What are you sneaking around here for?” Li demanded.

“I’'ve come to beg a favour from you,” the woman said in a low
voice.

“If you’ve anything to say, do it tomorrow. Aren’t there any
men in your family who can speak?”

“This is my own personal matter. Must we talk out here?”

“It’s lighter hete.,”” Li stood in the gateway. ‘“The courtyard
is too dark.”

“You people have taken things from my in-laws. I don’t mind
that. From the day I married and moved in with them, I’ve had
nothing but abuse from my mother-in-law, from my sistets-in-law.
I’'m young. I’ve never exploited anybody. But you’ve taken a lot
of my things as well. What have I done to deserve this? I’m against
them too. You people shouldn’t have taken anything from me.”

“You’re matried to the oldest son of Seventh Master,” said Li.
“I remember you now. Your mother is the wife of Fourth Mastet
in Changliu Village. Both your own family and yout husband’s
are landlords. None of your things was earned by your own labour.
Your kind grows up sutrounded by nurse-maids and slaveys. You
go on horseback or in sedan chairs when you marry, dressed in silks
and satins, followed by retinues of servants. You’ve really had it
soft. How can you talk about yosr things? You’d have had nothing
if the poot hadn’t sweated blood for you. You’re a pack of parasites,
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Who tilled your soil, anyway? Who drove your carts? Who carried
you when you were small? Who danced attendance on you when
you grew up? Who cooked your food and placed it down before
you? Who made your clothes and helped you into them? The
poor, always the poor. Your kind has had it far too easy. Yet you
still claim you’ve had a hard time! What right have you to talk
about being abused? We’ve acted strictly according to govern-
ment policy.”

The woman wept. Li said:

“Today you cry. Do you know how many people cried for hunger
on the edge of your family’s fields, at the walls outside your family’s
gate? Did your heart ache for them? Do you know how many
people were pressed so hard by landlords that they hung themselves,
jumped into wells, into rivers, sold their children? You’d better
think of that, think of how youtr family got their things. You’re
still young. We’re leaving you enough to eat and to wear, and to
work the land. Go home and become a good producer. Don’t
be always thinking of yourself.”

After the woman left, Li locked the gate and went to bed. As
he closed his eyes, a rooster crowed.

Big Propriety artived very eatly, and as soon as Li opened the gate
for het they started quarrelling.

“Don’t you want your home any more, you old devil?” she de-
manded. “Have you sold yourself to this place?”

“What are you doing here at this hour of the morning?”

“What do you think? I’ve come to invite you home for breakfast.”

Li grinned. “Kind of eatly for breakfast, isn’t it?”

“And after you’ve eaten, you can plough our plot. Everyone
else’s wheat has already sprouted, but you haven’t even cleared out
our sorghum stubble, though all we’ve got is two and a half mon
of land. Fresh young sorghum is popping up everywhere. Do you
want to let the whole place go to sced?”

“Where would I get the time?”’

“You’re a botn trouble seeker. You bring it on yourself. With
all these mules and horses we’ve taken from the landlotds, with all
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these temporary ploughing teams, why don’t they plough our land
for us? Aren’t you spending every minute of the day working for
the peasants? You’ve only to ask and they’ll do it in half an hour.
But you just won’t speak up.”

“Hai, to hear you talk, you’d think I was a big president.”

“Big president? Little king, you mean. That’s what people ate
calling you. You work and work but nobody’s satisfied. 'The poort,
the rich, none of them has a good word to say for you. You’ve of-
fended everyone, and you still go on.”

She flounced down on the edge of the bed so hatd that Shuang-
chin, who was sleeping there, was startled into wakefulness. Ie
got up hastily and tried to restore peace.

Big Propriety stalked around the courtyard, with Li tailing behind
her.

“Haven’t you seen me before?” she snapped. “Why are you fol-
lowing me?”

Li didn’t reply. She went into the western corridor. All sorts
of odds and ends confiscated from landlord families were piled there
— calligraphy scrolls, pillows, bonbon boxes, unmatched potcelain
and bronze vases and urns. . ..

Big Propriety rummaged through an old trunk and fished out a
string of copper coins. ‘I think I’ll take this and have them made
into an amulet for my godson,” she said to Shuang-chin.

“Put that down,” Li shouted. “You’te not to remove so much
as a thread from this compound.”

“So you think I’m a thief?” Big Propriety tossed the coins back.
“So that’s what you think of me — that I don’t understand even
that much? As if T would do anything to blacken your name.
Can’t you tell when I’m kidding »”

Big Propriety went home. Li felt irritated, wotn out. Suddenly
he thought of Chairman Mao. “He leads the revolution and com-
mands the whole army. And he has so many Communists to educate,
plus all the people,” Li mused. “How does he do it? How come
he doesn’t get tired and annoyed ?”

Lilaughed, a trifle shamefaced. His courage and strength returned.
He went off to his team’s carpentry shop.
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Another batch of army patients was sent to the field hospital at
Takuanting, They had been wounded in a battle north of the Taching
River. Among them were several Jaoyang County boys who had
joined the army the previous spring. They wrote letters home saying
where they were, and their mothers and wives came to see them.
The Changkang poot peasants association sent a crate of pears
and conttibuted a basket of eggs. Li and Fair Brows were deputed
to ptesent them on the association’s behalf.

In the ward, Fair Brows saw Hsing, his arm in a sling. He told
Li he was hit while charging with his machine-gun squad. Fair
Brows couldn’t say a word. She was smiling and blushing with
pride. Tsing patted his wounded arm with his other hand, as if
calling it to TFair Brows’ attention. The girl understood. He was
saying: “You see, I have the courage to fight.”

The next day, a letter arrived from the district government. It
said the wounded from the field hospital tequested a performance
by the Changkang theatrical troupe. Li handed the letter to Fait
Brows.

“This is your job,” he laughed.

The girl read the letter and asked: “Why did the wounded ask
patticularly for our troupe?”

“Our little theatrical troupe is known far and wide. Except for
the ‘Front Line’ company, ours is probably the most famous in central
Hopei. The army boys have all heard of us.”

“What shall we give them? We don’t do the old local operas,
and there’s no time to tehearse one of the new ones. It’s all your
fault,” Fair Brows pouted. “You even criticized me that time we
wanted to practise.”

“T wasn’t far-sighted enough,” Li smiled. “I give the whole job
to you, Fair Brows. Anything you need, any people you want —
just tell me and I’ll run around and round them up. Those boys
have requested us by name. We’ve got to put a show on that’ll do
us credit.”

Fair Brows thought a moment. “Suppose we do Vying o Join
the Army? None of the other troupes have been able to do it and
our actors know it well. Just a few rehearsals will be enough. What
do you say, brother?”
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“Good. Do that one. Just the thing for army boys. 1 like it
a lot. Those songs in the last patt ate very hatd, but you do them
without a bit of strain, in fact, you seem to get better as you go along.
But who’s going to play the head of the military affairs committee ?
Hsing isn’t at home.”

“San Cheng knows the tole. He studied it with Hsing when we
were rehearsing.”

“Right. Take our pressure lamp and a good curtain. Don’t
forget I’'m in this, too.”

“What are you going to do?”

“Stand in the wing with a big megaphone,” Li laughed, gesturing
to show the size. He went out.

The day of the petformance was the anniversary of the October
Revolution. They set up the stage on the threshing ground off the
main street in Takuanting. After supper, the streets were crowded
with people who had come from all the surrounding villages to see
the operetta.

“They’re doing Vying 2o Join the Army tonight.”

“Say, what’s the name of their female lead?”

“You actually don’t know? Why, Fait Brows.”

“Ah, that’s the onte. Iine voice. Nice looking., Catries herself
well, too. Never heard a better singer.”

“She hasn’t sung for a year, though. They say she was criticized
for playing in operettas.”

“Of all things. What’s wrong with that?”

Even before the pressure lamp was hung up, the makeshift theatre
was crowded. Pedlars of sweets, grilled dumplings and boiled bean-
curd vended their wares.

The lamp was lit. On stage, scene shifters bustled, the orchestra
filed into place. Old Chen, the drummer, sat with his legs crossed,
a snowy white kerchief spread across his knees. In his mouth was
a good cigarette, a kind he smoked only on special occasions.

Hsing, his arm in a sling, came backstage to chat with his old
friends. Fair Brows was sitting on her red lacquered stool, making
up before a mirror in the light of a large oil lamp.

“Where are you watching the show from?” she asked.
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“Right up front.”

“Have you got something to sit on?”

“No.”

“I’ve brought you this.” She stood up and handed him the red
stool.

“Our troupe must be getting rich. We've even got furniture.”

“It was my share of 2 landlord’s property.”

Hsing laughed. “You’re taking part in the struggles?”

“You’re taking patt in the war, I’m taking part in the struggles
at home,” she replied in a low voice, smiling faintly in the mitror.

“Have you joined the Party?” Hsing’s tone was setious.

“I expect to be approved very soon.” Fair Brows reddened.
“What about you?”

“My probationary petiod is up today.”

“P’ll give my best performance as congratulations,” the girl smiled.

“Don’t start with too big a voice ot you’ll have nothing left at the
end. This place is right near the street. It sops up sound,” Hsing
advised as he was leaving.

When his mates saw him coming back with a red stool, two of them
ran up to him and demanded: “Where did you get that?”

“It belongs to the troupe.”

“Looking after their local boy, eh?”

“We can all sit on it if we squeeze together. Listen. They’re
starting.”

There was no moon that night, and stars shone like happy eyes
in a clear sky. A cymbal clashed. The curtain parted.

The audience edged closet. “Vying fo Join the Army,” people
whispered.

“Don’t push. You’te liable to bump the wounded comrades,”
Li called through a big megaphone, leaning forward from a corner
of the stage.

“Fair Brows.” A stit of animation ran through the audience,
which pressed forward even harder. The people at the fore set
themselves like stakes to prevent any crowding of the wounded in
the front row.

The gitl halted beneath a pear tree. She sang:
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Trees sway in the breeze,
We’ve good pears this yeat.

Who should get first taste of our delicious fruit?
I'm taking a basket of it to the front.

Oh, you pear carriers, hurry home,
The battle’s raging furiously.

Fair Brows sang from the heart, her eyes fixed on the boy in the

front row. The audience, motionless, listened enraptured to the
clear rich voice.
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Ilustrated by Chin Sha

Plume  Blossom (traditional painting) p

by Chiang Yi-jan
Chiang Yi-jan, born in Tientsin in 1901,
is good at bird-and-flower painting of
a mcticulous style. This painting was
inspired by Chaitman Mao Tse-tung’s
poem Ode 1o the Pluw Blossons.
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Lin Yu

Strike Down the Enemy Flag

The bugle sounded for assembly after lunch. This was unusual in
the company because normally that time was set aside for a midday
nap. When the men came to the parade ground, the regimental,
battalion and company commanders were already there. The platoon
leader on duty reported to the regimental commander that everyone
was present.

“We are going to have a spot of action!” announced the company
commander, his eyes sweeping the company. The fighters listened
eagetly; some nudged their respective squad leaders, hinting that
they should ask for a combat assignment. Pleased with the men’s
spirit, the company commander went on, “From the prisoner captured
by Chen Sung and the others yesterday we have learnt that Chiang
Kai-shek wants to make some political capital in connection with a
certain international meeting. They have hoisted a2 Kuomintang flag

Lin Yu, born in 1929 in Shantung Province, is a member of the Chinese People’s
Liberation Army and writes stories in his spare time. His story .4 Brisk En-
counter was published in Chinese Literature No. 9, 1965.
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on an uninhabited island — Small Rat Island — and eatly tomotrow
morning some correspondents from Taiwan’s teactionary newspapers
will go to take photographs there. Then they will broadcast a big
lie to the world: ‘A great victory — another island recovered by
the Kuomintang forces!” No. Don’t laugh! Chiang Kai-shek lives
on cheating and rumours. To smash this enemy scheme, we have
been ordered to send a small detachment to haul down that Kuomin-
tang flag tonight. The detachment will also deal with the Kuo-
mintang post guarding the flag there. How this action will be fought
we’ll discuss later.  Everybody can make suggestions as usual. Now
I’'m going to read out the names of those picked for this operation.
Don’t get excited. It’s a small operation and not many are needed,
so some of you will be left out. But don’t worry; so long as there
are imperialists and reactionaries, there will be no lack of fighting.
Now, the comrades whose names I call please step forward.” FHe
raised his voice: “Chen Sung!”

“Here!” came a brisk response and squad leader Chen Sung stepped
out of the ranks. Ruddy-checked and with broad, thick eyebrows,
he stood at attention after taking five swift strides forward. lle stood
there so stockily firm that you would think even nine bulls and two
tigers could not budge him.

“Yang Ching!”

A young soldier darted out of the ranks, his answer ringing out
clearly. Fair-complexioned, he was tall and handsome. He walked
lightly to stand by his squad leadet.

“Liu Hul”

The word “Hu” was hardly out of the company commander’s
mouth when a roar of “Here!”
swarthy, in three big strides Liu Hu was by Yang Ching’s left.

Six more names wete called. The men were all burning for action.

boomed from the ranks. Butly and

The company commander further announced that Chen Sung was
to command the group and lead Team One. Yang Ching and Liu
Hu were to lead Teams Two and Three respectively. Finally, the
regimental commander was asked to speak.

Walking up to Chen Sung, he asked, “Will this detachment be big
enough to do the job?”
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Chen Sung stood even more smartly at attention. ““They are not
eight soldiers,” he said. ““They are eight fine revolutionary fighters.
I am confident we can accomplish our task. We’'ll work out the de-
tails together.”

“That’s right,” approved the regimental commander. ‘““Though
this is not a big operation, it is important. You must treat it as a
difficult battle. We have taken every possibility into consideration
and will back you up as needed. But once the action statts the situ-
ation may change in a flash. You’ll have to rely on your own courage
and resourcefulness. If a landing is really impossible, you can re-
turn.  We can work out some other way.”” Turning to Yang Ching,
the regimental commander asked, “Is there anything you want to
say 2”7’

“I'm determined to carry out this task.”

The regimental commander patted Liuv Hu’s shoulder.  “What
about you, Young Liu?”

“If I don’t fulfil my task I won’t return....” Liu Hu replied,
standing even straighter at attention.

“Return you must,” the regimental commander corrected him.
“Remember, when you get there, you must be extra careful. Keep
a sharp look-out and a cool head. Be brave but crafty too. Don’t
be impatient or do anything reckless.”

Before dismissing the men, the regimental commander spoke to
the other six one by one, giving advice suited to each individual.

The afternoon was spent in busy preparation for the attack.

At 18:40 hours came an otder from the company commander:
“The men told off to strike down the enemy flag are to turninat once.”

Chen Sung, who usually lay awake until he had thought over the
next day’s work, fell asleep immediately. Liu Hu, who was generally
snoring as soon as his head touched the pillow, started tossing about
in his bed like a fish being fried. He was not worrying about himself,
though. He was wotried on account of his squad leader. Chen
Sung had so far been a faultless hero in his eyes, but this afternoon
when they were discussing the plan of action Chen Sung had assigned
his own team the task of keeping watch. To Liu IHu, it seemed that

67



the most important part of the action would be disposing of the Chiang
soldiers guarding the flag, and then reaching the peak to haul it down.
As to keeping watch, it surely made very little difference whether
they did or did not. Yet Chen Sung had given himself this assign-
ment. Could he really be ttying to get an easy job? Liu Hu was
too troubled by this idea to sleep.

Yang Ching, too, was awake. But instead of fidgeting like Liu
Hu he was trying to put himself to sleep by counting. As he reached
1001..., however, his mind was still mulling over the action to
come, Yang Ching had been in the army for a year now and was
very pleased to be chosen for this mission. He was thinking: “It
suited me all tight just to be a fighter. I had only to carry out
orders. But this time 1 am a tcam leader and must give orders my-
self. That’s not so casy.” Ilis thoughts were interrupted by Lia
Hu turning violently in his bed. Nudging Iiu Hu through the
mosquito net he urged him to be quiet. But now that he knew Yang
Ching was awake too, Liu Hu poked his head into the latter’s net.

“What’s the matter?” asked Yang Ching.

“I know you’rc awake.  Why lie there in a stew? DTve something
on my mind. Comec on outside and help me thrash it out.”

“Now’s not the time 10 thrash things out even if you have got some-
thing on your mind.  Our task now is to sleep.”  Yang Ching closed
his eyes.

“Putting on aits, ¢h, now you’re a team leader?” fumed Liu Hu.
“Would it be right to let me go into battle with something on my
mind ?”’

“Don’t get all worked up. 1It’s discipline.” Then Yang Ching
gave way, not wanting Liu llu to get angry.  “What’s troubling you?
Out with it then. But talk quictly so as not to disturb the others.”

“What’s changed our squad leader?” Liu Hu whispeted into Yang
Ching’s eat.

“Changed our squad leader?” Yang Ching was at a loss.

“Well, he always asked for the most difficult task for himself before.
But today....” He stopped, not wanting to call his squad leadet
“a coward.”
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“You don’t need a gold bullet to shoot a bird,” explained Yang
Ching, grasping what Liu Hu was driving at. ““Thete’s no need for
big hetoes just to wipe out five Kuomintang soldiers. As to hauling
down that ragged flag, that’s even easier and simplet. To my mind,
the toughest job in this engagement is the one the squad leader has
taken for himself — keeping watch. All sorts of unexpected things
may happen, and his team will have to cope with them. They may
have to help Team Two and Team Three; to guard the cutter for
our journey back; to stop enemy reinforcements from coming up;
and plenty more....”

Convinced, Liu Hu drew back before Yang Ching had finished.

“What’s wrong?” asked Yang Ching.

“Nothing. 1 see it now. But what was keeping you awake,
Yang Ching?”

“T'o he a tecam leader isn’t easy.”

“What’s there to be afraid of?”” said the straightforward Lin Hu,
without a moment’s thought. “The more difficult the task, the
better we’ll carry it out.”

“Right.” Yang Ching said no more.

Earlier on they had tried in vain to go to sleep; but now, strange
to say, as soon as Liu Hu lay down he started snoring. And Yang
Ching, cheered by Liu Hu’s confident assertion, ceased to wortry and
fell asleep too.

At three a.m. a small cutter put out from Wild Cat Island.

A thin mist obscured the stars. A light wind tippled the sea.
All was still. From the prow of the cutter the water purled sparkling
and the wake rolled away from the stetn. In the cutter eight armed
fighters sat silently. Like a statue, Chen Sung stood forward, gazing
intently ahead and directing the helmsman from time to time in a
low voice. Yang Ching looked around quietly. Liu Hu, though
seated, was fidgeting restlessly.

Big Rat Island and Small Rat Island loomed out of the mist. ‘The
engine stopped. ‘The eight fighters took oars and rowed, four a side,
until they neared Small Rat Island. At Chen Sung’s order they
shipped oats and dropped anchor behind a reef which lay back of
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Small Rat Island and faced Big Rat Island. One fighter remained
on board. The rest lowered themselves into the sea silently and
started to swim towards the hiding places picked in their plan.

Small Rat Island, true to its name, resembled a rat. Two reefs
stretching into the sea on either side looked like the rat’s forelegs,
while about fifty metres further rose a large rock, low and pointed
in front but high and round in the back, like an ugly head. In this
“rat head” was a half-open “mouth”, the only cave on the island.

'The fighters, hidden behind the rat’s right “leg”, watched the enemy’s
movements. About fiftcen metres ahead a Kuomintang sentinel was
nodding by a rock, hugging his rifle. Chen Sung looked over the
terrain carclully. [lc was just about to give the order to advance
when suddenly the chugging of an engine was heard coming from
the direction of Big Rat Island.  “Enemy craft!” The thought shot
through cvery lighter’s mind.

“Shall we attack?” was the problem confronting Chen Sung.
The situation had suddenly changed. A quick decision was needed.

In battle 2 commander’s will and wit are put to the test.  T'o {fight
or withdraw? Chen Sung weighed the pros and cons with lightning
speed. To fight? 'There was danger in that for his comrades.
T'o withdraw? That would be playing safe, of course. But when
the Taiwan press published that picture of the Kuomintang flag flying
over Small Rat Island, what could they say to the people of the coun-
try? How would he ever make up to these eight fearless, loyal
fighters for the loss of honour?

The chugging of the engine grew louder. It was certain now that
the vessel was heading for Small Rat Island. The fighters watched
their squad leader intently. Liu Hu gesticulated to request permission
to charge. But Chen Sung made no sign.

Suddenly, Chen Sung thrust his right hand forward, the signal to
charge. According to the original plan, they were to steal up to the
sentry and get rid of him in silence.  But now it was different; every
second counted. So as soon as the squad leader gave the order, Lin
Hu, leading Team T'wo, dashed from the right like a hungry tiger
straight for the enemy soldier. Yang Ching leading Team Three
darted from the left like an arrow towards the “rat head.” They
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had decided to overpower the enemy guarding the flag before dealing
with the encray boat now approaching.

When Liu Hu was about three metres from the sentry, the latter
suddenly woke up, roused by the engine or the fighters dashing for-
ward.  “Who’s there?” he called. But already Liu Hu was on him.
Grasping his clothes he lifted him up and the next instant had dashed
him to the ground. Before he could struggle back to his feet, he
was a dead man.

The engine sounded louder, nearing Small Rat Island. They had
to finish off the enemy here quickly. Liu Hu led his team to the “rat
head” But a tongue of fire shot out from the “mouth” of the “rat.”

The enemy had spotted them.  Their silent assault had now to be
an open attack.

17

CCharpe” roared Tiu Hu, dashing forward.

>

“Tean Three, blockade the cave mouth with your fire,” shouted
Yang Ching. Seceing that Liu Hu was spoiling for a hand-to-hand
fight and knowing that nothing could stop him, Yang Ching decided
to cover his team’s charge.

Just as Team Two advanced, a hail of bullets from the sea whipped
over the fighters’ heads. Sparks burst from the rocks as bullets hit
both sides of the “rat head.”” Apparently the firing on the island had
been heard by the enemy at sea. Howevet, they were not clear how
things stood and had opened fire by way of reconnoitring as they
neared the island. Teams Two and Three were thus being attacked
both from behind and in front. They were forced to take cover in
a hollow beneath the “rat head.”

Chen Sung knew that the enemy were only shooting in order to
draw answering fire. He did not want to shoot back yet because
that would reveal that his team had only two men and two guns.
Instead of halting the enemy, it would embolden them to land on the
island and go into action. But as he saw that Teams Two and Three
were pinned down by the enemy’s fire he was worried lest Liu Hu
make a reckless dash for the peak. He changed his mind and decided
to draw their fire. Telling the fighter with him to go to aid his com-
rades, he took up his automatic and fired at the enemy.
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“Da, da, da, da....” Chen Sung kept his finger on the trigger.
As expected, it drew fire from the enemy ship on to him, as if he were

a magnet.

As Chen Sung had anticipated, Liu Hu was infuriated by the enemy
firing from behind. Impatient of inaction, he was just about to dash
to the attack when Yang Ching caught hold of him,

“What’s up?” Liu Hu asked angrily.

“Let the enemy help us capture their guns,” said Yang Ching.
As there was no time to explain, he simply held Liu Hu down while
he shouted to the enemy in the cave:

“You soldiers of Chiang Kai-shek, surrender your guns! The
Liberation Army treats prisoners leniently. Our ship is approaching
the island. 'There are only four of you; if you resist it can only lead
to your death!”

As if to back up his words, the soldiers in the enemy vessel directed
another volley towards the cave.

“Listen to our fire,” yelled Yang Ching to the cave.  “Why should
you risk your lives for Chiang Kai-shek? Your families on the
mainland are longing for you to come home. Now is your chance.
Just put down your guns, and you can be sure of a reunion with your
family.”

After a moment’s silence the cowardly Kuomintang soldiers threw
their guns outside the cave. “Brother soldiers of the Liberation
Army, don’t shoot. We surrender!” With this the four Kuomin-
tang soldiers stepped out from the cave, holding their hands up over
their heads and clapping. The last one carried a transmitter on his
back.

“This is. . . a transmitter. We con .. . contribute it to the Libera-
tion Army . .. to atone for our crimes,” he stuttered.

“Good, I'll accept it on behalf of the Liberation Army,” Liu Hu
said. “You carry it, but mind you don’t let it get damaged.”

Lin Hu turned, ready to make for the peak to haul down the Kuo-
mintang flag. “Wait!” cried Yang Ching again. He raised his
automatic, took aim and fited. The flag pole was cut through the
middle and the flag was blown into the sea.
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“Well done, Yang Ching!” commended Liu Hu.

Down by the beach the firing was getting heavier. “Hurry! Let’s
go to help our squad leader,” Yang Ching said.

That reminded Liu Hu. Though the team led by the squad leader
also had three men, one of them was guarding the cutter, so there
wete only two on the beach where a hail of bullets was falling. It was
just as Yang Ching had said: the squad leader had given himself the
toughest task. ““To cut down the flag is a glorious but compatatively
easy job which he leaves to us. He is willing to do the hard, unseen
work. I should learn from him!” ILiu Hu now had only one
thought: to regain the beach and be at the side of his squad leader.
As they dashed downward they met the fighter sent by Chen Sung.

“What are you doing here?” called Liu Hu frantically.  “Where’s
the squad deader?”

“Ie ordered me to come and help you.”

The squad leader was now alone on the beach! ““Order! He
can order, but can’t you protest?” shouted Liu Hu. “Get back
quick!”

Chen Sung was indeed in a very tight corner. At first the enemy
hesitated to advance as they could not make out how many men wete
really on the beach. Later, when they understood the situation,
they started to rush the shore, shouting and cursing. Lest they dis-
cover the cutter anchored on the right, Chen Sung moved left as he
fired. This drew away the enemy’s attention. He took up a position
behind a ridge of rock and returned their fire, not budging an inch.

The enemy concentrated their attack on him, shooting with rifles,
carbines and machine-guns and hitting the rocks all round him.
Chen Sung maintained his composure. He kept a2 keen watch on
the enemy’s movements in the moonlight, shooting deliberately left
or right as he got the chance. He never shot a long burst, but just
three shots at a time, sure sign of a veteran marksman. On the
encmy side the expetienced soldiers kept their heads low. But the
ignorant rushed forward and met their deaths or got wounded.

With a single automatic Chen Sung held the enemy back as if with
a solid wall.  Furious, the enemy officer cursed loudly, forcing his
plitoon to make a concerted attack. Chen Sung shot down several
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of them. But the rest pushed forward. Chen Sung threw two hand
grenades, Just then he felt a paralysing shock in his left leg. As
if pushed violently by somebody from behind, he was about to fall,
his left leg badly hurt.

At this critical moment Liu Hu, Yang Ching and the others came
up. They sent a hail of bullets at the enemy who, nonplussed, re-
treated like a tide.

“One shot and four captured, squad leader,” Liu Hu reported.
“And we've captured a machine-gun and a transmitter too.”

“Any casualties?”> asked Chen Sung.

“We were born lucky. 'The bullets have eyes and won’t touch us,”
replied Yang Ching as exultantly as Liu Hu.

“And the flag? The prisoners?”’

“The flag was sent to the Dragon King of the Sea by Yang Ching.
The prisoners ate already on their way to the cutter.”

“Good.” A ghost of a smile flickered over Chen Sung’s setious
face. 'Then he said in a low voice, “Pass the word on:  Withdraw,
one by one. But quietly. Mustn’t let the enemy discover us.  We'll
mustet by the cutter.”

Yang Ching immediately passed on the order. Liu Hu, however,
was reluctant to leave his squad leader. By then the enemy’s shoot-
ing was picking up again. They were preparing 2 new attack.

“Retreat to the cutter quick, Liu Hu,” said Chen Sung. “Start
back home as soon as everybody’s turned up. You and Yang Ching
will be responsible for getting everybody safely home.”

“What about you?” asked Liu Hu glaring.

“Somebody must stay here to halt the enemy. Otherwise they
may get back to their boat and start to chase after us. 'Their boat
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1s faster than ours,” explained Chen Sung quietly.

“Ill stay here. You go home! You’re leader of the whole
squad.”

“No, I can’t move anyway. You must go right now!”

“What’s wrong, squad leader?” asked Liu Hu in alarm. “Are
you wounded ?”’
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“Time is short. Leave at once!” the squad leader ordered.

“Do Liberation Army men ever leave theit wounded behind ?”
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Just then Yang Ching returned after having seen to it that the
fighters had retreated one by one. Liu Hu told him, “The squad
leader is wounded. Carry him to the cutter and start for home.”

“Do as you’re ordered, Liu Hu....” But before Chen Sung
could complete his sentence Yang Ching had put him on his back
and carried him off.

The enemy had recovered. Shouting and cursing, they were ad-
vancing again. Seeing that his comrades had all withdrawn, Liu
Hu shouted:

“Whoever has a tough skull, come on! TIl avenge all my com-
rades!”

Liv Hu had hit upon this trick on the spur of the moment. The
enemy were taken in and focussed all their attention on him. They
were unaware that the others were withdrawing, thinking that Liu
Hu’s comrades had all been shot dead.

liv o chuckled to himself. Could such stupid commanders
ever win? He shouted and fought, fought and retteated by tutns,
drawing the enemy after him.

“You dirty Communist,” bellowed the Kuomintang soldiers.
“Surrender! Or we’ll make things hot for you.”

“Surrendet? Come and ask this gun of mine! See if he’ll agree.”
Liu Hu raised his gun, firing a volley at the enemy.

For more than ten minutes he held them, shooting and taunting
them as he slowly moved back from cover to cover. He calculated
that the squad leader and the others had got away far enough now.
So he retreated to the “rat rump”’, the further end of Small Rat Tsland.
It ended in a sheer cliff. The enemy were ovetjoyed.

“Where can you go now, you dirty Communist?”

“Follow me. Your Lordship is going away by water.” So saying,
Liu Hu gave a final burst from his automatic and then, turning, leapt
and disappeated into the sea. When the enemy reached the cliff,
he was nowhere to be seen. They heard only the waves lapping the
rocks. Furious, they could do nothing but fire into the sea, shooting
at random at every likely shadow.

The cutter heading homeward had left Small Rat Island. But
the men’s hearts were still there, fighting alongside of Lin Hu. Yang
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Ching, who never lost his temper, now almost shouted to the squad
leader, “We should die together if need be. What 2 disgrace for us
to return like this!” Chen Sung felt even worse about it than the
rest. For the sake of the whole detachment he had had to leave his
dearest comrade-in-arms behind. Lying in the boat, he felt as if all
the shots being fired on the island were aimed at him.  Just now when
he was being closely pressed by a whole platoon, he had kept cool.
Now he was out of danger, but he felt dry throated and tense. He
wished the firing would stop, yet dreaded what that might mean.

As their cutter passed round the other side of Small Rat Island
they could hear the enemy shooting at the sea. Chen Sung, listening
carefully, was certain that Liu Hu must have jumped into the sea.
Otherwise why should the enemy fite into the water? Without a
moment’s hesitation, he issued the order, “Steer towards Small Rat,
quick.”  But when they were still zo0 metres away the shooting
stopped. Iixcept for the waves and wind it was intolerably silent.
Chen Sung, looking around, asked the others, “Anyone sce a shadow
on the water?” No one replied.

Yang Ching was sure the encmy must be searching for Liu Hu.
Eaget to avenge him, he hit on a way. After exchanging ideas with
the squad leader, he turned to the captured radio man:

“I’ll give you a chance to atone for your crimes. Will you take
it?”

“With all my heart, with all my heart,” agreed the man hastily.

“All right. I want you to speak to Big Rat,” said Yang Ching.
He turned to Chen Sung. “Please give your orders to the enemy,
squad leader.”

“Use your code,” said Chen Sung, watching the radio man intently.
“Say: The Communist army has occupied Small Rat. We have
withdrawn to our vessel.  I'ire at Small Rat quick.”

The man called through the transmitter, “Big Rat! Big Rat!
Wild Cat has caught Small Rat. Centipedes have come aboard.

bR

Rain on Small Rat quick....” 1In his anxiety to do well he sounded
just like a beaten, panic-stricken soldier.
Soon a dozen guns on Big Rat Island started firing at Small Rat

Island, sending the Kuomintang troops there howling for cover.
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The fighters on the cutter were rejoicing when suddenly they heard
someone on their port side exclaim, “Bravo!”

“Liu ITul” All shouting together, they peered down into the
water.

They dragged Liu Hu into the boat.  Yang Ching, tears in his eyes,
grasped Liu Hu’s hand as if reunited with a long-lost friend. He
was unable to utter a single word.

The cutter sailed full speed towards Wild Cat Island.

Suddenly, the chugging of an engine sounded ahead.

“Ready for combat!” ordered Chen Sung.

Liveryone crouched down, holding his weapon already hot from
firing. They strained to see what lay ahead.

Day was breaking. A ship appeared in the distance, Tt signalled

1o them.

“One of our ships!” They shouted and waved for joy.
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From the moment the detachment set off, the regimental com
mander had been at his post in the observation room on Wild Cal
Island, following events with concentrated attention. A ship had
been sent to patrol the sea, ready to reinforce the detachment at any
time.

The cutter, now towed by the ship, sped through the water.  Seeing
Chen Sung making an effort to stand up, Liu Hu and Yang Ching
hurtied to help him. With one hand on Liu Hu’s shouldetr and the
other on Yang Ching’s, Chen Sung stood there gazing at the eastern
horizon. “Look! Look there!” he exclaimed excitedly.

The sun was rising in the east. It was a red, a pure red sun. It
dyed half the sky red and its radiance continued to spread. Our
young fighters were returning victoriously in the glory of the morning

Slfl.
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Revolutionary Reminiscences

In our Novembet issue last year, on the occasion of the zoth an-
niversary of victory in the War of Resistance Against Japan, we
published some tevolutionary teminiscences. Below ate two more.
Crucible is about students in the Anti-Japanese Militaty and Political
College, which was located in Yenan, then China’s revolutionary
headquarters. When the Japanese launched a full scale war in 1937,
the Kuomintang govetnment neithet resisted the aggressors nor let
the people tesist. To be patriotic was called ““criminal,” Young
people in enemy-occupied and Kuomintang-ruled areas were indig-
nant and aggrieved. Braving all obstacles. including possible arrest
by Kuomintang agents, they went by the thousands to Yenan, where
many of them attended the Anti-Japanese Military and Political
College run by the Chinese Communist Party. Duting the eight
yeats of the wat mote than 200,000 militaty and political cadres were
trained by this college. They played an important role both in
the anti-Japanese wart and in the War of Libetation later on. Sowzh
Island Arsenals describes how the people fought the enemy on the
island of Hainan, which is a patt of Kwangtung Province separated
from the mainland by a strait. The island was then occupied by
the Japanese aggressots and the people were hatd pressed.

Niu Ke-lun

Crucible

After completing our entrance formalities with the registration com-
mittee, we headed for the Anti-Japanese Militaty and Political College,
asking directions along the way. It was housed in the handsome com-
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pound of the former prefectural office. We had been assigned to Sec-
tion Nine of Company Three. Ours would be the school’s third
term.

Dusk in early winter is quite cold in northern Shensi, but we were
so thrilled we didn’t feel it. Why shouldn’t we be? Two months
before we had been enduring humiliation under the bayonets of the
Japanese. Today we had artived in Yenan, where the Central Com-
mittee of the Chinese Communist Party was, and had become students
in the Anti-Japanese Militaty and Political College. A brand new
life was beginning.

The compound was in the southeast corner of the city. We wound
along two streets and then we saw it — tall walls enclosing tile-roofed
buildings, large neat letters on either side of its gateway forming the
slogan: United, alert, earnest, lively. A few boys and gitls,
obviously students, were singing as they strolled out of the gate:
“China’s finest youth are gathered on the banks of the Yellow
River....”

We entered. Emblazoned in red letters on the length of wall

that screened the intetior from the entrance was the following:

Be courageous, determined, steady. Learn through struggle.
Be ready to give your all at any time for the caunse of national
lib