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Xi Jinping (R), General
Secretary of the CPC
Central Committee and
President of People's
Republic of China,
meets with Chairperson
of the Cambodian
People’s Party and
Prime Minister Hun Sen
at the CPC in Dialogue
With World Political
Parties High-Level
Meeting in Beijing

on December 1, 2017
(XINHUA)

Congress, meets with visiting delegates at the CPC in Dialogue With World
Political Parties High-Level Meeting in Beijing on December 2, 2017 (XINHUA)
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Zhang Dejiang (R), Chairman of the Standing Committee of the National People'’s

Xi Jinping (R), General
Secretary of the CPC
Central Committee and
President of People’s
Republic of China,
meets with Myanmar
State Counselor Aung
San Suu Kyi at the CPC
in Dialogue With World
Political Parties High-
Level Meeting in Beijing
on December 1, 2017
(XINHUA)
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Vice Premier Wang Yang (R), also member of the Standing Committee of the CPC
Central Committee Political Bureau, meets with Natsuo Yamaguchi, leader of
Japan's Komeito Party, on December 1, 2017 (XINHUA)

Wang Huning (R), member of the Standing Committee of the CPC Central Committee Political Bureau and
member of the CPC Central Committee Secretariat, meets with visiting delegates at the CPC in Dialogue With
World Political Parties High-Level Meeting in Beijing on December 2, 2017 (XINHUA)

Yang Jiechi (second R), State Councilor and member of the Political Bureau
of the CPC Central Committee, meets with delegates from the Republican
and Democratic parties of the United States in Beijing on December 2, 2017
(COURTESY OF IDCPC)

Huang Kunming (R), member of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central
Committee and head of the Publicity Department of the CPC Central Committee,
meets with delegates from left-wing political parties at the CPC in Dialogue
With World Political Parties High-Level Meeting in Beijing on December 2, 2017
(COURTESY OF IDCPC)

Song Tao (R), head of the International Department of the CPC Central
Committee, meets with Ulises Guilarte de Nacimiento, member of the Political
Bureau of the Communist Party of Cuba Central Committee and Secretary
General of the Cuban Workers Federation, on December 3, 2017 (XINHUA)

Yang Xiaodu (second R), member of the CPC Central Committee Political
Bureau, member of the CPC Central Committee Secretariat, Deputy Secretary of
the Central Commission for Discipline Inspection, Minister of Supervision, and
Director of the National Bureau of Corruption Prevention, meets with delegates
at the CPC in Dialogue With World Political Parties High-Level Meeting in
Beijing (COURTESY OF IDCPC)

Du Qinglin, member of the CPC Central Committee Secretariat and Vice
Chairman of the National Committee of the Chinese People’s Political
Consultative Conference, meets with delegates at the CPC in Dialogue With World
Political Parties High-Level Meeting in Beijing (COURTESY OF IDCPC)

Song Tao (R), head of the International Department of the CPC Central
Committee, meets wotj Natsuo Yamaguchi (left), leader of Japan's Komeito Party,
at the CPC in Dialogue With World Political Parties High-Level Meeting on
December 2, 2017 (COURTESY OF IDCPC)
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Taking the stage

The CPC’s political party dialogue meeting and China’s role in a global future

By Song Luzheng

earing the
name Working
Together

Toward a Community
with a Shared Future
for Humanity and
a Better World:
Responsibilities of
Political Parties, the
CPC in Dialogue
With World Political
Parties High-Level
Meeting was held from November 30 to
December 3 in Beijing. With the leaders of more
than 200 political parties and organizations
from more than 120 countries descending on
Beijing for the meeting, the event broke a
record in keeping with its theme by becoming
the most diverse and highly attended global
political party dialogue to date.

The broader context, namely that of China’s
recent history, provides the necessary backdrop
for understanding the historic nature of the
event. China’s new leadership is moving
forward, full of confidence as the country’s
reform and opening up enters a new era. This
confidence is the effect of a Chinese path that
has created an economic miracle over the past
40 years since China first adopted the principles
of reform and opening up, and which began
70 years ago with the founding of the People’s
Republic of China. China has elevated itself to
a position where it is now considered an equal
in its interaction with the West and with the
world, rather than a class outsider, anxious for
approval at the table of powerful nations.

Today, with the CPC the inheritor and
custodian of Chinese civilization, China plays
the dual role of importer and exporter, in terms
of ideas as well as products. The convening of
this meeting is the expression of a traditional
belief in China that everyone knows something
which is worth learning about.

The meeting poses an opportunity for the
CPC to share its approaches and experiences of
governance, by way of stories which depict the
history of both China and the Party, whilst also
hearing the stories and lessons of others. Today,
standing at the forefront of the global stage,
China wields a profound influence in the modern
world in a way it has never done before.

Promoting openness

High on the CPC’s agenda is the opportunity
to showcase China’s openness. Since the
outbreak of the global financial crisis in 2008,
Western politics has experienced a steady rise
in populism, and significant electoral gains have
been recorded by voices championing policies
hostile toward globalization and free trade.
Nations considered as major Western powers
are becoming increasingly closed and concerned
primarily with the promotion of self-interest.
The same trend sees trade protectionism
prevailing around the world. And so it falls to
China, in its newly refurbished role as a major
global power, to represent an alternative to the
trends taking place in the West. In the context
of this international atmosphere, this meeting is
as an indication that the CPC is signaling a need
for greater openness to the world.

A mantra of openness is further reflected in
the schedule and arrangement of the meeting.
In three previous CPC and the World Dialogue
events, participants from other countries were
provided with opportunities to exchange views
face to face with members of the Standing
Committee of the Political Bureau of the CPC
Central Committee, such as Wang Qishan and
Liu Yunshan, on the Party’s ideas for national
governance, and to learn more about grassroots
governing practices. These participants were
also granted the opportunity to visit the CPC
Central Commission for Discipline Inspection
and its online reporting center. They observed
trials in Beijing’s courts and visited villages in

Pool of thoughts

Some foreign participants of the CPC in Dialogue With World Political Parties High-Level Meeting attend an
exhibition on Chinas achievements over the past five year in Beijing on December 1 (XINHUA)

cast China’s Shandong and Zhejiang provinces,
in order to gain a greater understanding of rural
governance.

The CPC in Dialogue With World Political
Parties High-Level Meeting continues in this
tradition. Aside from the attendance of high
ranking CPC leaders, participants also had the
opportunity to visit the Party School of the
Central Committee of the CPC, where they
held discussions, and attended an exhibition on
China’s achievements over the past five years at
the Beijing Exhibition Center. The itinerary was
intended to help participants better understand
China’s complex make up, all the while
espousing the Party’s focus on the principles of
honesty and openness in the global arena.

Embracing new responsibility

Another defining aspect of the meeting was
China’s sense of international responsibility.
In an era considered by some to be the most
turbulent since the end of the Cold War, many
nations are looking for global leadership
to cope with the interminable political,
environmental and economic crises taking place
around the world. Drawing on its 5,000 years
of experience, China is not only working hard
to appease tensions and conflicts in the world,
but is also ready to share its own experience of
success with others. By approaching dialogue
with other nations as a conversation between
equals, China is seeking to avoid the pitfalls of
a hubristic foreign policy, and the temptation to
impress its own political-economic model onto
others. This approach signals a deviation from
the global governance model practiced for so
long in the West.

Learning from its own history the West
worries that China, as an emerging power,
seeks to challenge the established world order
dominated by Western nations in a manner
similar to the challenge mounted by Germany
and Japan that ultimately led to World War II.

The view from China, however, is that there
is no need for alarm, and that throughout its
long history there is a conspicuous absence of
the same modes of colonial expansion which
placed Western powers atop the global pecking
order. History demonstrates that a strong China
is an assurance of peace in Asia, whilst periods
coinciding with a weakened Chinese state
have been marked by conflict and instability.
The meeting provides a platform from which
to reassure the world of China’s peaceful and
inclusive nature.

China’s embrace of global responsibility was
demonstrated in 1997, during the outbreak of
the Asian financial crisis, when the government
refused to devalue its currency in order to

provide stability in the crisis-hit region, despite
the resulting effect on the competitiveness of its
own exports. This feat was repeated amid the
global financial crisis of 2008.

Whilst China continues to contend with the
challenge of realizing its own modernization,
it is embracing the responsibility of its role as
a regional leader. Central to its efforts is the
concept, incorporated as part of a UN resolution
in February, of building a community with
a shared future for mankind, and successful
transnational schemes such as the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank and the Belt
and Road Initiative are key components in
achieving this mission. The enhanced climate of
cooperation in the East stands in stark contrast
to the growing wave of anti-globalization and
protectionism in the West.

In the spotlight

Shifting global power structures are not the
only new feature of this year’s meeting. In
October, Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism with
Chinese Characteristics for a New Era was
established as the Party’s long-term guiding
principle at the 19th CPC National Congress,
an event with ramifications for not only China,
but the world at large. Attendance of the event
in Beijing suggests an enthusiasm on the part of
foreign parties to better understand China’s plan
for the future, and an acknowledgement of the
effect it will likely have on them.

Guo Yezhou, Vice Minister of the
International Department of the CPC Central
Committee, said during a media briefing on
November 24 that “the international community
attaches great importance to this meeting.
Political parties in different countries reached us
through inter-party exchange channels to tell us
that they hoped to know more about the spirit
of the 19th National CPC Congress, particularly
the content of Xi Jinping Thought on Socialism
with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era,
and the CPC’s proposals on the building of a
community with a shared future for mankind.”

It is not often that a political party’s national
congress has received so much attention around
the globe. As China steps up to fulfill its growing
international duties, meetings such as this provide
an opportunity to showcase a confident, open
and responsible China to the world. Together,
alongside the participants in this meeting as well
as other actors in the global community, China
will continue to look for approaches with which
to tackle global challenges, steadfast in its pursuit
of a better world.

The author is a researcher with the
China Institute of Fudan University in Shanghai

Experts offer their views on the 19th CPC National Congress

An International Think Tank Symposium themed 19th CPC National Congress: Implications for China and the
World was held on November 16 in Beijing. More than 240 scholars and former political heavyweights from

China and 31 other countries, regions and international organizations exchanged views on the major achievements
of the Party’s national congress, which closed on October 24. Edited excerpts of their opinions follow:

Inspiration from the report

Fernando Reyes Matta, Director of the Center for Latin American Studies on China, Universidad Andrés Bello, Chile, and
former Chilean ambassador to China

The most important achievement in the 19th National Congress of the Communist Party of China (CPC) was the defining
of medium and long-term strategies for the future of China. This is important not only for China, but also for the rest of the
world.

The achievements of the Congress defined four key issues: first, the country’s progress will depend on how it identifies
the new demands that come from a society with a higher quality of life; second, development is directly related to superior
knowledge, more innovation and more training of high-level cadres; third, never again can growth and development be
achieved by punishing the environment and the lives of people; last, the ideological bases underpinning the People’s Republic
of China are in need of a new reading consistent with the national and global realities of the 21st century.

It is a new time for China, but at the same time, this process is looked at with special interest by socialists and progressives
from the rest of the world. Here is a path that the theoreticians of Marxism did not imagine. It is an original path, where
modernity and tradition go hand in hand. A space where market instruments and collective political work can open theoretical
windows for new currents of socialist thought.

It’s another path that can lead to a world with more equality, more development, and more opportunities for the
participation of all sectors of society in the construction of a better future.

Peter Kagwanja, Chief Executive of the Africa Policy Institute of Kenya

China has been modest about its growing international influence and power as a new global power. However, in President Xi
Jinping’s report to the 19th CPC National Congress, he acknowledged the “rise in China’s international influence, ability to
inspire, and power to shape,” which has greatly contributed to “global peace and development” in the last five years.

Driving China’s diplomacy is the vision to “champion the development of a community with a shared future for mankind,
and encourage the evolution of the global governance system.” China is pursuing new “soft power” diplomacy to allay
the world’s fears of a “clash of civilizations” with the West resulting from its rise as a power with a view to creating “a
favorable external environment for [its own] development” and realizing the Chinese dream of national rejuvenation. China’s
new diplomacy, based on the idea of “developmental peace” to build “a moderately prosperous society”” and rid the world
of poverty, is ushering in a new dawn for Africa-China strategic partnership as part of the shared dreams of two ancient
civilizations.

Elena Avramidou, Former Educational and Cultural Attaché of the Greek Embassy in China

China is entering a new era in which it pays more attention to the gap between rich and poor and how to narrow it, as well as
how to address imbalances and inadequacies and give priority to the spiritual and cultural needs of the people. Thus, a new
awareness and sensibility for sustainable development is emerging, and also a new approach to the needs of a civil society
that is growing rapidly.

These principles, however, are not only related to the protection of the natural environment and transformation of both the
modes of production and the development model. They also require changes of lifestyle, worldview and values; hence, they
are also related to education and culture.

Culture is an effective tool to give Chinese soft power a greater profile, though it depends on how China communicates
its message to the world. Indeed, if we want to succeed in delivering a good narrative, it is important to first understand the
characteristics of the local culture in each country where we aim to spread our message. Then, it is essential to find a proper
way to communicate it; a way that at times is completely different from one country to another.

It is a way to support China’s culture and also extend the nation’s influence and boost cooperation in ambitious projects
such as the Belt and Road Initiative. Indeed, misunderstanding, fears, and scarce communication, all due to cultural
differences, can do serious harm, while understanding and admiration of values produce attraction and success in both world
politics and business investment.

Shared future

Sergei G. Luzianin, Director of Institute of Far Eastern Studies of Russia

President Xi’s idea for building a community with a shared future contains several new approaches to comprehending global
and regional development and security.

At the global level, having taken important foreign policy steps including the Belt and Road Initiative, China was able to
launch a new Eurasian wave of globalization based on the principles of mutual benefit and co-development.

In the future, the updated, Eurasian version of globalization within the Belt and Road Initiative can replace the deadlocked
Western globalization model of the 1990s. The Initiative and the Eurasian Economic Union project offer an opportunity
to activate the processes of economic integration, opening up and liberalization, through the recently established Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank.

China’s intensified diplomatic activeness clearly signals to the world that it intends to facilitate the building of a closer
community with a shared future along the Eurasia corridor. In the current complicated situation, Eurasia finds itself at a new
crossroads. All Eurasian countries should understand better the opportunity to unify within the framework of the “shared
future” concept and, by making joint efforts, counter the risks of the continuing economic recession as well as properly
settling conflicts and problems so as to avoid repeating past mistakes.

Rudolf Fiirst, Senior Research Fellow at the Institute of International Relations of the Czech Republic

The Chinese “going global” shift, which has been attracting attention everywhere, is a crucial theme of domestic policy, as
confirmed recently at the 19th CPC National Congress by President Xi’s declaration of the new era under the current political
leadership.

In Europe, China is becoming an economic priority, even though the existing EU-China strategic partnership to date
remains behind expectations.

However, globalization brings about positive opportunities for China and Central and Eastern European Countries (CEEC).

China is a latecomer and a new stakeholder in the whole of Europe. In the Czech Republic the Chinese investment flow
soared five times in 2016 (according to Rhodium Group statistics) on an annual basis compared with 2015.

The booming agenda of China and the CEEC is being observed there as a testing period which will show to what extent
the prospects and plans come true. This is a comparative advantage of China, as it has so far no tradition of playing a game-
changing role in either regional or domestic policy in the CEEC, and people there have no direct negative experience [of
China], as they did in the past with Russia and Germany.

China represents a new moderate opportunity for economic stimulation both as an additional source of investment and by
providing access to an alternative trade destination beyond the EU, U.S. and other BRICS markets.

Pan Wei, Director of Center for Chinese & Global Affairs, Peking University

The concept of building a community with a shared future is a view raised by the CPC to the world in recent years. The
concept indicates China’s call for opening up and inclusiveness of the whole world, a basis on which peace and development
can be achieved. It also shows China’s call for dialogue between members of the international community, instead of
confrontation, as well as for establishing partnerships rather than military alliances.

We should have the consensus that to build a community with a shared future and promote world peace, we should not impose
one nation’s social values on other countries, a practice which has resulted in several wars since the end of the Cold War.
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