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PUBLISHER'S NOTE

An authentic compilation of Mao's Collected works is long over due. Especially now, its
need is all the more great and urgent. But there is very little hope of such a publication
being brought out officially by the CPC. However, several writings of Mao, not covered
by the CPC's official publication i.e., Selected Works of Mao Tse-Tung Volumes 1 to 5 -
are available elsewhere. All these lie scattered in a number of english editions by western
scholars and in some remote research journals etc. We do realise that even if all these are
put together it will not be the collected - works nor will even be a good substitute. Yet we
hope their presentation at one place, chronologically arranged, will certainly facilitate
easy and ready reference, further stimulating the study of Mao's works. Hence this
venture.

Many more works might have certainly remained in Chinese and even some available in
English may have remained out of our reach. To come to the works included in this
volume, we have neither the means nor the competence to vouch safe about their
authenticity and completeness. We appeal to the readers to bear these inevitable
limitations in mind while, using this book. Due to these and other reasons if any errors
crept into this publication, we earnestly hope to rectify them in future editions. We fondly
hope that much more additional material could come to light enabling us to substantially
improve on this.

As far as possible all these writings are arranged strictly chronologically . Except
indicating the primary source quoted in the originals, no attempt is made to annotate or
edit the texts in any respect or in any manner.

We mention our sincere thanks and acknowledgements to all the pioneers who translated,
edited and published these works in different forms earlier. We whole heartedly extend
our thanks to all these comrades-- the respected scholars and loving friends -- whose
unstinted co-operation and painstaking efforts contributed in a big way to the success of
this venture.

We feel very happy that this volume could be brought out despite many odds. We hope to
bring out the other volumes also soon. We fondly hope our effort will be well rewarded
by the warm and enthusiastic response of our esteemed readers.

PUBLISHERS.



A STUDY OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION

April 1917

[Extracted from an essay published in April 1917 (in Hsin ching-nein) |

Our nation is wanting in strength. The military spirit has not been encouraged; The
physical condition of the population deteriorates daily. This is an extremely disturbing
phenomenon. The promoters of physical education have not grasped the essence of the
problem, and therefore, their efforts, though prolonged, have not been effective. If this
state continues, our weakness will increase further. To attain our goals and to make our
influence felt are external matters, results. The development of our physical strength is an
internal matter, a cause. If our bodies are not strong we will be afraid as soon as we see
enemy soldiers, and then how can we attain our goals and make ourselves respected?
Strength depends on drill, and drill depends on self-awareness. The advocates of physical
education have not failed to devise various methods. If their efforts have nevertheless
remained fruitless, it is because external forces are insufficient to move the heart....

If we wish to make physical education effective, we must influence people's subjective
attitudes and stimulate them to become conscious of physical education. If one becomes
conscious of the problem, a programme for physical education will come easily, and we
will attain our goals and make our influence felt as a matter of course..

1. AN EXPLANATION OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION.

Physical education helps to maintain life. East and West differ in their interpretations of
it. Chuang Tzu followed the example of the cook, Confucius drew on the lesson of the
archer and the charioteer. In Germany, Physical education has gained the greatest
popularity. Fencing has spread all over the country. Japan has bushido. Moreover,
recently, following the traditions of our country, judo has developed there to an
admirable degree. When we examine these examples, we see that they all begin with the
study of physiology..

2. THE PLACE OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION IN OUR LIFE

Physical education complements education in virtue and knowledge. Moreover, both
virtue and knowledge reside in the body. Without the body there would be neither virtue
nor knowledge. Those who understand this are rare. People stress either knowledge or
morality. Knowledge is certainly valuable, for it distinguishes man from animals. But
wherein is knowledge contained? Morality, too, is valuable; it is the basis of the social
order and of equality between ourselves and others. But where does virtue reside? It is the
body that contains knowledge and houses virtue. It contains knowledge like a chariot and
houses morality like a chamber. The body is the chariot that contains knowledge, the



chamber that houses virtue. Children enter primary school when they reach the proper
age. In primary school, particular attention should be paid to the development of the
body; progress in knowledge and moral training are of secondary importance.
Nourishment and care should be primary, teaching and discipline complementary. At
present, most people do not know this, and the result is that children become ill, or even
die young, because of studying. In middle and higher schools, stress should be placed
equally on all three aspects of education. At present, most people overemphasize
knowledge. During the years of middle school, the development of the body is not yet
completed. Since today the factors favouring physical development are few, and those
deterring it numerous, won't physical development tend to cease? In the educational
system of our country, required courses are as thick as the hairs on a cow . Even an adult
with a tough, strong body could not stand it let alone those who have not reached
adulthood, or those who are weak. Speculating on the intentions of the educators, one is
led to wonder whether they did not design such an unwieldy curriculum in order to
exhaust the students, to trample on their bodies and ruin their lives.... How stupid! The
only calamity that can befall a man is not to have a body. What else is there to worry
about? If one seeks to improve one's body other things will follow automatically. For the
improvement of the body, nothing is more effective than physical education. Physical
education really occupies the first place in our lives. When the body is strong, then one
can advance speedily in Knowledge and morality, and reap far-reaching advantages. It
should be regarded as an important part of our study. Learning has its essential and its
accessory parts, and affairs have their end and their beginning. To know what is first and
what is last will bring one closer to the proper way. [From "The Great Learning', one of
the four Confucian classics]. This is exactly what I intend to say.

3. PREVIOUS ABUSES OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND MY
METHOD FOR REMIDYING THEM

The three forms of education are equally important; students hitherto have paid much
attention to moral and intellectual education but have neglected physical education. The
unfortunate consequence has been that they bend their backs and bow their heads; they
have 'white and slender hands' [from Nineteen old Poems, a famous collection of poems
of the Han dynasty ]; when they climb a hill they are short of breath, and when they walk
in water they get cramps in their feet. That is why Yen Tzu had a short life, and Chia I
died young. As for Wang Po and Lu Chao-lin, the one died young, and the other became
a paralytic. All these were men of high attainments in morality and knowledge. But there
comes a day when the body cannot be preserved. and then morality and wisdom are
destroyed along with it. Only the men of the North are able 'to lie under arms and meet
death without regret'. [From The Doctrine of the Mean, one of the Confucian classics]. In
the regions of Yen and Chao there were many heroes, and martyrs and warriors often
came from Liangchow. At the beginning of the Ch'ing dynasty, Yen Hsi-chai and Li
Kangchu practiced both the literary and military arts. Yen Hsi-chai travelled over a
thousand /i (about 0.5 km.) to the north of the Great Wall to learn the art of fencing. He
contended with brave soldiers and won. Hence he said: 'If one lacks either the literary or
the military arts, is this the true way?'... As far as we, students are concerned, the
installation of a school and the instruction given by its teachers are only the external and



objective aspect. We also have the internal, the subjective aspect. When one's decision is
made in his heart, then all parts of the body obey its orders. Fortune and misfortune are of
our own seeking. 'T wish to be virtuous, and lo, virtue is at hand.' [From the Confucian
Analects.] How much more this is true of physical education! If we do not have the will
to act, then even though the exterior and the objective are perfect, they still cannot benefit
us. Hence, when we speak of physical education, we should begin with individual
initiative.

4. THE UTILITY OF PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Because man is an animal, movement is most important for him. And because he is a
rational animal, his movements must have a reason. But why is movement deserving of
esteem? Why is rational movement deserving of esteem? To say that movement helps in
earning a living is trivial. To say that movement protects the nation is lofty. Yet neither is
the basic reason. The object of movement is simply to preserve our life and gladden our
hearts. Chu Hsi stresses respect, and Lu Chiu-yuan stresses tranquillity. Tranquillity is
tranquil, and respect is not action; it is merely tranquil. Lao Tzu said that immobility was
the ultimate goal; the Buddha sought quiet and methods of contemplation. The art of
contemplation is esteemed by the disciples of Chu and Lu. Recently there have been
those who, following these masters, have spoken of methods of contemplation, boasted
about the effectiveness of their methods, and expressed contempt for those who exercise,
thereby ruining their own bodies. This is perhaps one way, but I would not venture to
imitate it. In my humble opinion, there is only movement in heaven and on earth....

One often hears it said that the mind and the body cannot both be perfect at the same
time, that those who use their minds are deficient in physical health and those with a
robust body are generally deficient in mental capacities. This kind of talk is also absurd
and applies only to those who are weak in will and feeble in action, which is generally
not the case of superior men. Confucius died at the age of seventy-two, and I have not
heard that his body was not healthy. The Buddha travelled continually, preaching his
doctrine, and he died at an old age. Jesus had the misfortune to die unjustly. As for
Mohammed, he subjugated the world holding the Koran in his left hand and a sword in
his right. All these men were called sages and are among the greatest thinkers...

Physical education not only strengthens the body but also enhances our knowledge. There
is a saying: Civilize the mind and make savage the body. This is an apt saying. In order to
civilize the mind one must first make savage the body. If the body is made savage, then
the civilized mind will follow. Knowledge consists in knowing the things in the world,
and in discerning their laws. In this matter we must rely on our body, because direct
observation depends on the ears and eyes, and reflection depends on the brain. The ears
and eyes, as well as the brain, may be considered parts of the body. When the body is
perfect, then knowledge is also perfect. Hence one can say that knowledge is acquired
indirectly through physical education. Physical strength is required to undertake the study
of the numerous modern sciences, whether in school or through independent study. He
who is equal to this is the man with a strong body; he who is not equal to it is the man



with a weak body. The division between the strong and the weak determines the area of
responsibilities each can assume.

Physical education not only enhances knowledge. it also harmonizes the sentiments. The
power of the sentiments is extremely great. The ancients endeavoured to discipline them
with reason. Hence they asked. 'Is the master [i.e.. reason] always alert?' They also said:
'One should discipline the heart with reason.' But reason proceeds from the heart. and the
heart resides in the body. We often observe that the weak are enslaved by their sentiments
and are incapable of mastering them. Those whose senses are imperfect or whose limbs
are defective are often enslaved by excessive passion, and reason is incapable of saving
them. Hence it may be called an invariable law that when the body is perfect and healthy,
the sentiments are also correct ....

Physical education not only harmonizes the emotions, it also strengthens the will. The
great utility of physical education lies precisely in this. The principal aim of physical
education is military heroism. Such objects of military heroism as courage, dauntlessness,
audacity, and perseverance are all matters of will. Let me explain this with an. example.
To wash our feet in ice water makes us acquire courage and dauntlessness, as well as
audacity. In general, any form of exercise, if pursued continuously. will help to train us in
perseverance. Long-distance running is particularly good training in perseverance. 'My
strength uprooted mountains. my energy dominated the world' [from a poem attributed to
Hsiang Yu] — this is courage. 'If I don't behead the Lou Lan, I swear I will not return'—
this is dauntlessness. To replace the family with the nation — this is audacity. ' [Yu] was
away from his home for eight years, and though he thrice passed the door of it, he did not
enter' [ reference to Mencius | — this is perseverance. All these can be accomplished
merely on the basis of daily physical education. The will is the antecedent of a man's
career.

Those whose bodies are small and frail are flippant in their behaviour. Those whose skin
is flabby are soft and dull in will. Thus does the body influence the mind. The purpose of
physical education is to strengthen: the muscles and the bones; as a result, knowledge is
enhanced, the sentiments are harmonized, and the will is strengthened. The muscles and
the bones belong to our body; knowledge sentiments, and will belong to our heart. When
both the body and the heart are at ease, one may speak of perfect harmony. Hence,
physical education is nothing else but the nourishing of our lives and the gladdening of
our hearts.

S. THE REASONS FOR DISLIKING EXERCISE

Exercise is the most important part of physical education. Nowadays students generally
dislike exercise. There are four reasons for this: (1) They do not have self-awareness. If a
thing is to be put into practice, one must first take pleasure in it. One must understand in
detail the whys and the wherefores. To know in detail the whys and the wherefores is
self-awareness. People generally do not know the interrelation between exercise and
themselves — or they may know it in general terms but not intimately.... (2) They cannot
change their long-established habits. Our country has always stressed literary



accomplishment. People blush to wear short clothes. [The mode of dress of the
swordsmen of King Wen of Chao, according to a chapter of the Taoist classic Chuang
Tzu.] Hence there is the common saying, 'A good man does not become a soldier'.... (3)
Exercise has not been propagated forcefully... (4) Students feel that exercise is shameful.
According to my humble observation, this is really their major reason for disliking
exercise. Flowing garments, a slow gait, a grave, calm gaze — these constitute a fine
deportment, respected by society. Why should one suddenly extend an arm or expose a
leg, stretch and bend down? Is this not strange? Hence there are those who know well
that their body needs exercise and, moreover, wish very much to do so, but they cannot.
There are those who can exercise only with a group, not by themselves, and those who
can exercise in privacy but not in public. In short, all this is due to feelings of shame. All
four of these are reasons for disliking exercise. The first and the fourth are subjective, and
changing them depends on ourselves; the second and third are objective, and changing
them depends on others: "'What the superior man seeks is in himself '[Analects], that
which depends on others is of lesser importance.

6. THE METHDS OF EXERCISE SHOULD BE FEW

Tseng Wen—cheng washed his feet before going to bed and walked a thousand steps
after meals, benefiting greatly from this method. There was an eighty-year-old man who
was still healthy. On being asked how he maintained his health, he replied, ' I don't eat
hearty meals, that's all.' Nowadays the methods of exercise are very diverse, more than |
can count. But although there may be several score or even several hundred, 'A branch in
the forest is sufficient for the bird to lodge in, and if it drinks at the river it does not drink
more than what its stomach can hold. ' [.From Chuang Tzu] We have only this body and
only these senses, bones, viscera, and veins. Even though there are several hundred
methods of exercise all of them are aimed at improving the circulation of the blood. If
one method can accomplish this, the result of a hundred methods is the same as that of
one. Therefore the other ninety-nine methods can be dispensed with. 'Our eyes can see
only one thing at a time; our ears can hear only one sound at a time.' [From Hsun Tzu, a
Confucian 'realist']. To employ a hundred different methods to train the muscles and the
bones only disturbs them....

7. THE POINTS TO WHICH WE MUST PAY ATTENTION WHEN WE
EXERCISE.

We should have perseverance in all things. Exercise is no exception. Suppose there are
two men who exercise. One practices and then stops, the other is unremitting in his
practice. There will certainly be a difference in the results. First of all, perseverance in
exercise creates interest. In general, that which is at rest cannot set itself in motion; there
must be something to move it. And this something can only be interest....

Interest arises from unremitting daily exercise. The best way is to exercise twice a day —
on getting up and before going to bed — in the nude; the next best way is to wear light
clothes. Too much clothing impedes movement. If one does this daily, the idea of
exercise is continually present and never interrupted. Today's exercise is a continuation of



yesterday's exercise and thus leads to tomorrow's exercise. The individual exercise
periods need not be long; thirty minutes are sufficient. In this way, a certain interest will
naturally arise. Secondly, perseverance in exercise can create pleasure. Exercise over a
long time can produce great results and give rise to a feeling of personal value. As a
result, we will be able to study with joy, and every day will see some progress in our
virtue. Our heart is filled with boundless joy because we have persevered and obtained a
result. Pleasure and interest are distinct. Interest is the origin of exercise, and pleasure its
consequence. Interest arises from the action, and pleasure from the result. The two are
naturally different.

Perseverance without concentration of mind can hardly produce results. If we look at
flowers from a galloping horse, even though we may look daily, it is like not having seen
them at all. If one person's heart follows a swan in the sky, he cannot compete with the
person who has meanwhile been studying carefully. Hence one should concentrate all
one's effort on exercise. During exercise, the mind should be on the exercise. Idle and
confused thoughts should all be put aside.....

The superior man's deportment is cultivated and agreeable, but one cannot say this about
exercise. Exercise should be savage and rude. To be able to leap on horseback and to
shoot at the same time; to go from battle to battle; to shake the mountains by one' s cries,
and the colours of the sky by one's roars of anger; to have the strength to uproot
mountains like Hsiang Yu and the audacity to pierce the mark like Yu Chi — all this is
savage and rude and has nothing to do with delicacy. In order to progress in exercise, one
must be savage. If one is savage, one will have great vigour and strong muscles and
bones. The method of exercise should be rude; then one can apply oneself seriously and it
will be easy to exercise. These two things are especially important for beginners.

There are three things to which we must pay attention in exercise: (1) perseverance, (2)

concentration of all our strength, and (3) that it be savage and rude. There are many other
things that require attention. Here I have merely indicated the most important ones.....

TO HAKURO TOTEN (Miazaki Toten)=

April 1917

Dear Mr. Hakuro Toten,

We have long admired your integrity but regret not having had the privilege of your
acquaintance. Even at this great distance your reputation is enough to inspire us.

Sir, you gave moral support to Huang[2] [when he was alive] and now mourn him with
your tears. He is to be buried, and you have come across a myriad leagues of waves to bid
him farewell at his grave. Your lofty friendship reaches as high as the sun and moon;



your sincerity moves gods and spirits. Both are rare in this world, in the past as well
today.

Chih-fan and Tse-tung are schoolboys in Hunan who have acquired some knowledge of
the classics and have disciplined their aspirations. We long to have an opportunity to
meet you, to learn deportment and receive instructions from you. We shall feel extremely
honoured if our request is granted.

Students at the First Teachers' Training College,

Hunan

signed Hasiao Chin-fan

Mao Tse-tung

NOTES

1. (1870-1922) a Meiji shishi (extremist patriot) and supporter of the revolutionary
activities of Sun Yet-sen and his comrades.

2. Huang Hsing (1874-1916), a revolutionary leader and supporter of Sun Yet-sen, who
was buried on 15 April 1917.

TO THE GLORY OF THE HANS

July & August 1919

[This article and the following one were extracted from the manifesto written by comrade
Mao for the first issue of his magazine, Hsiang-chiang p'ing-lun, in July 1919, and from
his article 'The great union of the popular masses’, published in nos. 2-4 of the same
periodical, July and august 1919.]

TOWARD A NEW GOLDEN AGE.

..... What is the greatest question in the world? The greatest question is that of getting
food to eat. What is the greatest force? The greatest force is that of the union of the



popular masses. What should we not fear? We should not fear heaven. We should not
fear ghosts. We should not fear the dead. We should not fear the bureaucrats. We should
not fear the militarists. We should not fear the capitalists....

The time has come! The great tide in the world is rolling ever more impetuously! .... He
who conforms to it shall survive, he who resists it shall perish...

As aresult of the world war and the bitterness of their lives, the popular masses in many
countries have suddenly undertaken all sorts of action. In Russia, they have overthrown
the aristocrats and driven out the rich... The army of the red flag swarms over the East
and the West, sweeping away numerous enemies... The whole world has been shaken by
it.... Within the area enclosed by the Great Wall and the China Sea, the May 4th
Movement has arisen. Its banner has advanced southward, across the Yellow River to the
Yangtze. From Canton to Hankow, many real-life dramas have been performed; from
Lake Tungt'ing to the Min River the tide is rising. Heaven and earth are aroused, the
traitors and the wicked are put to flight. Ha! We know it! We are awakened! The world is
ours, the nation is ours, society is ours. If we do not speak, who will speak? If we do not
act, who will act? If we do not rise up and fight, who will rise up and fight? . . ..

It is not that basically we have no strength; the source of our impotence lies in our lack of
practice. For thousands of years the Chinese people of several hundred millions have all
led a life of slaves. Only one person — the 'emperor'— was not a slave, or rather one
could say that even he was the slave of 'heaven'. When the emperor was in control of
everything, we were given no opportunity for practice.

We must act energetically to carry out the great union of the popular masses, which will
not brook a moment's delay. . . our Chinese people possesses great intrinsic energy. The
more profound the oppression, the greater its resistance; that which has accumulated for a
long time will surely burst forth quickly. The great union of the Chinese people must be
achieved Gentlemen! We must all exert ourselves, we must all advance with the utmost
strength. Our golden age, our age of brightness and splendour lies ahead!

THE GREAT UNION OF THE
POPULAR MASSES

The decadence of the state, the sufferings of humanity, and the darkness of society have
all reached an extreme. To be sure, among the methods of improvement and reform,
education, industrialization, strenuous efforts, creation, destruction (of that which is bad
and outmoded), and construction are all right, but there is a method more fundamental
than these, which is that of the great union of the popular masses.



If we study history, we find that all the movements that have occurred in the course of
history, of whatever type may be, have all without exception resulted from the union of a
certain number of people. A greater movement naturally requires a greater union, and the
greatest movement requires the greatest union. All such unions are more likely to appear
in a time of reform and resistance....

That which decides between victory and defeat is the solidity or weakness of the union
and whether the ideology that serves as its basis is new or old, true or false....

[The aristocrats and capitalists and other powerful people in society have carried their
oppression to an extreme | .... and consequently the decadence of the state, the sufferings
of humanity, and the darkness of society have also reached an extreme. It is then that
reform and resistance arise, and that the great union of the popular masses is achieved.

When the great union of the popular masses of France opposed the great union of the
adherents of the monarchy and the victory of ‘political reform” had been attained, many
countries followed the French example and undertook all sorts of 'political reforms'. After
last year's struggle in Russia, which pitted the great union of the popular masses against
the great union of the aristocracy and the great union of the capitalists and led to the
victory of 'social reform', many countries — Hungary, Austria, Czechoslovakia, Germany
— have followed Russia's example and have undertaken all sorts of social reforms.
Although this victory is not complete.... it may certainly become so, and one can also
imagine that it will spread throughout the whole world.

Why is the great union of the popular masses so terribly effective? Because the popular
masses in any country are much more numerous than the aristocracy, the capitalists, and
the other holders of power in society....

We should know that our brothers of other lands have often employed this method in
pursuing their interests. We must arise and imitate them, we must carry out our great
union.... As soon as we arise and let out a shout, the traitors will get up and tremble and
flee for their lives.

If we wish to achieve a great union, in order to resist the powerful people whom we face,
who harm their fellow men, and in order to pursue our own interests. we must necessarily
have many small unions to serve as its foundation.... Because our circumstances and
professions are different, there are also certain differences, large or small. in the sphere of
our common interests.... Hence, the method (union ) for seeking our common interests
also displays certain differences, large or small. .

We are peasants, and so we want to unite with others who cultivate the land like we do, in
order to pursue our various interests. The interests of us who cultivate the land can only
be protected by ourselves! .... How do the landlords treat us? Are the rents and taxes
heavy or light? Are our houses satisfactory or not? Are our bellies full or not? Is there
enough land? Are there those in the village who have no land to cultivate? We must
constantly seek answers to all these questions. . . We are workers, we wish to unite with



others who work like ourselves in order to pursue the various interests of us workers....
We cannot fail to seek a solution to such questions concerning us workers as the level of
our wages, the length of the working day, and the equal or unequal sharing of dividends..

We are students, we are already living in the twentieth century and yet they still compel
us to observe the old ceremonies and the old methods. The country is about to perish, and
yet they still paste up posters forbidding us to love our country.... We want our own
union... We are women, we are sunk even deeper in a sea of bitterness, we want to carry
out our union....

MISS CHAO'S SUICIDE

November 16, 1919

[Extracted from several articles published in the 'Changsha Ta-kung-pao' beginning on
16 November 1919. ]

A person's suicide is entirely determined by circumstances. Was Miss Chao's original
idea to seek death? On the contrary, it was to seek life. If Miss Chao ended up by seeking
death instead, it is because circumstances drove her to this. The circumstances in which
Miss Chao found herself were the following: (1) Chinese society; (2) the Chao family of
Nanyang Street in Changsha; (3) the Wu family of Kantzuyuan Street in Changsha, the
family of the husband she did not want. These three factors constituted three iron nets,
composing a kind of triangular cage. Once caught in these three nets, it was in vain that
she sought life in every way possible. There was no way for her to go on living; the
contrary of life is death, and Miss Chao thus felt compelled to die. . . . If, among these
three factors, there had been one that was not an iron net, or if one of these nets had
opened, Miss Chao would certainly not have died. (1) If Miss Chao's parents had not had
recourse to compulsion but had yielded before Miss Chao's free will, Miss Chao would
certainly not have died; (2) if Miss Chao's parents had not resorted to compulsion but had
permitted Miss Chao to explain her point of view to the family of her future husband, and
to explain the reasons for her refusal, and if in the end the family of her future husband
had accepted her point of view and respected her individual freedom, Miss Chao would
certainly not have died; (3) even if her parents and the family of her future husband had
refused to accept her free will, if in society there had been a powerful group of public
opinion to support her, if there were an entirely new world where the fact of running
away from one's parents' home and finding refuge elsewhere were considered honourable
and not dishonourable, in this case, too, Miss Chao would certainly not have died. If Miss
Chao is dead today, it is because she was solidly enclosed by the three iron nets (society,
her own family, the family of her future husband); she sought life in vain and finally was
led to seek death. . . .



Yesterday's incident was important. It happened because of the shameful system of
arranged marriages, because of the darkness of the social system, the negation of the
individual will, and the absence of the freedom to choose one's own mate. It is to be
hoped that interested persons will comment on all aspects of this affair, and that they will
defend the honour of a girl who died a martyr's death for the cause of the freedom to
choose her own love. . . .

The family of the parents and the family of the future husband are both bound up with
society; they are both parts of society. We must understand that the family of the parents
and the family of the future husband have committed a crime, but the source of this crime
lies in society. It is true that the two families themselves carried out this crime; but a great
part of the culpability was transmitted to them by society. Moreover, if society were good
even if the families had wanted to carry out this crime they would not have had the
opportunity to do so. . . .

Since there are factors in our society that have Miss Chao, this society is an extremely
dangerous thing. It was capable of causing the death of Miss Chao; it could also cause the
death of Miss Ch'ieh, Miss Sun, or Miss Li. It is capable of killing men as well as
women. All of us, the potential victims, must be on our guard before this dangerous thing
that could inflict a fatal blow on us. We should protest loudly, warn the other human
being who are not yet dead and condemn the countless evils of our society. . . .

If we conduct a campaign in favour of marriage reform, it is first of all the superstitions
about marriage that must be demolished, above all the belief that marriages are
predestined by fate. Once these beliefs are demolished, the pretext behind which the
arrangement of marriages by parents hides itself will disappear at the same time and then
the concept of incompatibility of husband and wife' will immediately appear in society.
And with the appearance of the concept of incompatibility of husband and wife, the army
of the family revolution will arise in countless numbers, and the great wave of the
freedom of marriage and of the freedom to love will sweep over China. . . .

My attitude toward suicide is to reject it. . . . First of all, man's goal is to seek life, and he
should not go against the grain of his natural tendency and seek death. . . . Secondly,
although suicide results from the fact that society deprives people of all hope. . .. We
should struggle against society in order to regain the hope that we have lost. . . . We
should die fighting. . . . Thirdly, if people show respect for those who have courageously
put an end to their own lives, that does not at all mean that they respect suicide as such,
but rather that they respect the courageous spirit of resistance to brute force, which
inspires the person who commits suicide . . . .

It is so much better to be killed in fighting than to take one' s own life! The goal of
struggle is not 'to be killed by others' but 'to aspire toward the emergence of a true
personality.' If a person does not attain this despite all his efforts, if he fights to the death
and sacrifices himself, then he will be the most courageous of all on earth, and his



COMMUNISM AND DICTATORSHIP

November 1920. January 1921

[Extracted from. two letters to Ts’ai Ho-sen, in November 1920 and January 1921.]

In his lecture at Changsha, Russell .... took a position in favour of communism but
against the dictatorship of the workers and peasants. He said that one should employ the
method of education to change the consciousness of the propertied classes, and that in
this way it would not be necessary to limit freedom or to have recourse to war and bloody
revolution.... My objections to Russell's view point can be stated in a few words: "This is
all very well as a theory, but it is unfeasible in practice' .... Education requires money,
people and instruments. In today's world money is entirely in the hands of the capitalists.
Those who have charge of education are all either capitalists or wives of capitalists. In
today's world the schools and the press, the two most important instruments of education
are entirely under capitalist control. In short, education in today's world is capitalist
education. If we teach capitalism to children, these children, when they grow up will in
turn teach capitalism to a second generation of children. Education thus remains in the
hands of the capitalists. Then the capitalists have 'parliaments' to pass laws protecting the
capitalists and handicapping the proletariat; they have 'governments' to apply these laws
and to enforce the advantages and the prohibitions that they contain; they have 'armies’
and 'police' to defend the well-being of the capitalists and to repress the demands of the
proletariat; they have 'banks' to serve as repositories in the circulation of their wealth ;
they have ' factories', which are the instruments by which they monopolize the production
of goods. Thus, if the communists do not seize political power, they will not be able to
find any refuge in this world; how, under such circumstances, could they take charge of
education? Thus, the capitalists will continue to control education and to praise their
capitalism to the skies, so that the number of coverts to the proletariat's communist
propaganda will diminish from day to day. Consequently, I believe that the method of
education is unfeasible.... What I have just said constitutes the first argument. The second
argument is that, based on the principle of mental habits and on my observation of human
history, I am of the opinion that one absolutely cannot expect the capitalists to become
converted to communism.... If one wishes to use the power of education to transform
them, then since one cannot obtain control of the whole or even an important part of the
two instruments of education — schools and the press — even if one has a mouth and a
tongue and one or two schools and newspapers as means of propaganda.... this is really
not enough to change the mentality of the adherents of capitalism even slightly; how then
can one hope that the latter will repent and turn toward the good? So much from a
psychological standpoint. From a historical standpoint.... one observes that no despot
imperialist and militarist throughout history has ever been known to leave the stage of
history of his own free will without being overthrown by the people. Napoleon I



proclaimed himself emperor and failed; then there was Napoleon III. Yuan Shih-K'ai
failed; then, also there was Tuan Ch'i-jui.... From what I have just said based on both
psychological and a historical standpoint, it can be seen that capitalism cannot be
overthrown by the force of a few feeble efforts in the domain of education. This is the
second argument. There is yet a third argument, most assuredly a very important
argument, even more important in reality. If we use peaceful means to attain the goal of
communism, when will we finally achieve it? Let us assume that a century will be
required, a century marked by the unceasing groans of the proletariat. What position shall
we adopt in the face of this situation? The proletariat is many times more numerous than
the bourgeoisie; if we assume that the proletariat constitutes two-thirds of humanity, then
one billion of the earth's one billion five hundred million inhabitants are proletarians (I
fear that the figure is even higher), who during this century will be cruelly exploited by
the remaining third of capitalists. How can we bear this? Furthermore, since the
proletariat has already become conscious of the fact that it too should possess wealth, and
of the fact that its sufferings are unnecessary, the proletarians are discontented, and a
demand for communism has arisen and has already become a fact. This fact confronts us,
we cannot make it disappear; when we become conscious of it we wish to act. This is
why, in my opinion, the Russian revolution, as well as the radical communists in every
country, will daily grow more powerful and numerous and more tightly organized. This is
the natural result. This is the third argument.....

There is a further point pertaining to my doubts about anarchism. My argument pertains
not merely to the impossibility of a society without power or organization. I should like
to mention only the difficulties in the way of the establishment of such form of society
and of its final attainment.... For all the reasons just stated, my present viewpoint on
absolute liberalism, anarchism, and even democracy is that these things are fine in theory,
but not feasible in practice....

THE ROLE OF THE MERCHANTS IN
THE NATIONAL REVOLUTION

July 11, 1923

[Extracted from the article 'the Peking coup d'etat and the Merchants', published in
Hsiang-tao, nos. 31-2 (11 July, 1923).]

The present coup d'etat has roused the merchants, who have persistently ignored politics,
and has led them suddenly to look up and pay attention to politics. This is most welcome
news! .... The Shanghai Chamber of Commerce.... has published a declaration to the

whole nation. The declaration says: "We venture to proclaim with sincerity to the Chinese



and the foreigners that from the fourteenth day of this month our people do not recognize
any action of Ts'ao K'un and Kao Ling-wei, following their usurpation of political
power... as qualified to represent the country....’

At the same time the Chamber of Commerce resolved not to recognize the national
assembly, which 'cannot represent the people' s will', and resolved , moreover, to
organize a democratic committee as the organ for dealing positively with the affairs of
the nation. This action... may be regarded as the first gesture of the merchants to
intervene in politics and as a manifestation of the fact that the merchants, who remained
silent for three years, now speak in awesome tones .

The present political problem in China is none other than the problem of the national
revolution [kuomin ko-ming]. To use the strength of the people to overthrow the
militarists and foreign imperialism, with which the former are in collusion to accomplish
their treasonable acts, is the historic mission of the Chinese people. This revolution is the
task of the people as a whole. The merchants, workers, peasants, students, and teachers
should all come forward to take on the responsibility for a portion of the revolutionary
work; but because of historical necessity and current tendencies, the work for which the
merchants should be responsible in the national revolution is both more urgent and more
important than the work that the rest of the people should take upon themselves. We
know that the politics of semicolonial China is characterized by the fact that the
militarists and the foreign powers have banded together to impose a twofold oppression
on the people of the whole country. The people of the whole country naturally suffer
profoundly under this kind of twofold oppression. Nevertheless, the merchants are the
ones who feel these sufferings most acutely and most urgently. Everybody knows that the
likin and customs duties are matters of life and death for the merchants. The pressing
demands for the merchants to 'abolish the /ikin and raise the tariffs' are the expression of
their most immediate interest. But abolishing the /ikin and raising the tariffs is not
something that can be easily done, because abolishing the /ikin hurts the interests of the
militarists and raising the tariffs hurts the interest of foreign imperialism. If the likin were
abolished completely the militarists would grow thinner day by day, and the merchants
fatter. In that case, the merchants would need only to shout in order to overthrow the
militarists. But the clever militarists definitely will not do such a foolish thing as to lift a
stone in this way and crush their own feet. And if one were to increase considerably the
tariffs on foreign goods or even go so far as to abolish the tariffs fixed by the treaties and
replace them by protective tariffs freely set by the Chinese themselves, thus removing the
fetters encumbering the Chinese merchants, the industry and commerce of the country
would develop rapidly and foreign goods would no longer be able to gain a foothold in
China. The cunning foreign imperialists are even less likely to do such a foolish thing....
The positions of the foreign powers and the militarists on the one hand and the merchants
on the other are truly incompatible..

The merchants have hitherto 'loved peace' and have never imagined the political
transformation necessitated a revolution which could not be accomplished by a few
telegrams in favour of 'the reduction of the number of soldiers, the application of the
constitution, and financial reforms'. Still less did they imagine that revolution



necessitated their personal participation, and that only by calling for the organization of
all the people and creating a mass movement could a revolutionary force be brought into
existence. They even went so far as to think that political reform did not require a
political party and to call the revolutionary efforts of the Kuomintang superfluous. It is
impossible to compare these juvenile and timid attitudes with the present situation
without being convulsed with laughter.... Judging from the actions of the Shanghai
merchants in response to the coup d'etat, we know that they have already changed their
attitudes, cast away their pacifism, adopted revolutionary methods, drummed up the
courage to shoulder responsibility for the affairs of the nation,. and progressed rapidly .....

The Shanghai merchants have arisen and begun to act. We hope that the merchants
outside of Shanghai will all rise up and act together. The present situation is extremely
pressing, as though the fire were already singeing our eyebrows, and does not permit us
to fall idly asleep once more. At present, we must unite the whole nation in order to carry
out the revolution. Factionalism among the merchants cannot be tolerated. They must
know that foreign powers and the militarists are the common enemies of all the
merchants, as well as of the whole nation. Moreover, the advantages obtained after a
successful revolution will be common advantages. It is essential to unite and struggle .so
as to overthrow the common enemy and assure the common interest.... The broader the
organization of merchants, the greater will be their influence, the greater will be their
ability to lead the people of the whole country, and the more rapid the success of the
revolution!

In conclusion, we have the following warnings for the merchants of the whole country:
(1) The great cause of revolution is no easy matter, even less so in China, a country under
the twofold pressure of the foreign powers and the militarists. The only solution is to call
upon the merchants, the workers, the peasants, the students, and the teachers of the whole
country, as well as all the others who constitute our nation and who suffer under a
common oppression, and to establish a closely knit united front. It is only then that this
revolution will succeed., .. We must no longer neglect the lesson to be learned from
previous experience, when the Association of Merchants and Teachers refused
participation of the workers. (2) Now that the merchants have already courageously taken
the first step in the revolution, they must take the second step.... endeavour to move
forward, and never stop until they have attained their goal. Above all, they must never
stop on meeting a slight obstruction, or set out on the false path of making an agreement
with the foreign powers and the militarists. Everyone must believe that the only way to
save both himself and the nation is through the national revolution. Many revolutionary
causes throughout history may serve as our reference and our guide. Circumstances call
upon us to perform a historic task. We can no longer be negligent! To open a new era
through revolutionary methods, and to build a new nation — such is the historic mission
of the Chinese people. We must never forget it!

THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT AND
THE FOREIGNERS



August 29, 1923

[Extracted from. the article ‘The cigarette tax', published in Hsiang-tao, no.38, 29
August 1923. ]

We often say: 'The Chinese Government is the counting-house of our foreign masters' .
Perhaps there are some who don't believe this. We also say: "The false show of friendship
by foreigners (especially Englishmen and Americans) is merely a pretense of "amity" in
order that they may squeeze out more of the fat and blood of the Chinese people'. Perhaps
there are some who don't believe this either. Ever since the prohibition against the export
of cotton was repealed owing to the opposition of the foreigners, it has been impossible
not to believe what we have just said to some extent. Now that the foreigners have put
pressure on the government to abolish the cigarette tax in Chekiang and other provinces,
it is impossible not to believe it a little more. . .

Of the cigarettes produced by English and American companies, a small portion is
imported from England, America, and Japan, and a large portion is manufactured by
English and American merchants using Chinese tobacco and Chinese labour in factories
set up in Shanghai, Hankow, and elsewhere in China. When the manufactured cigarettes
leave the factory, small tax is paid, in accordance with 'treaties' . They are then
transported in bulk to the various provinces, and China is not allowed again to tax them
'freely’ . In Chekiang Province alone, the sale of cigarettes amounts to 'over ten million
yuan a year' . There is no accurate total figure for the annual sale of cigarettes in the
whole nation; estimating on the basis of sales in Chekiang alone, it must be above 200
million yuan. This is really 'frightening to hear' ! I ask my 400 million brethren to ponder
awhile: What does the 'amity' of the foreigners really mean?

The 'Council of Ministers' of the Chinese Government is really both accommodating and
agreeable. If one of our foreign masters farts, it is a lovely perfume. If our foreign
masters want to export cotton, the Council of Ministers thereupon abolishes the
prohibition of the export of cotton; If our foreign masters want to bring in cigarettes, the
Council of Ministers thereupon 'instructs the several provinces by telegram to stop
levying taxes on cigarettes'. Again, I ask my 400 million brethren to ponder a little. Isn't it
true that the Chinese Government is the counting-house of our foreign masters?

THE BITTER SUFFERINGS OF THE
PEASANTS IN KIANGSU AND
CHEKIANG, AND THEIR MOVEMENT
OF RESISTANCE



November 25, 1926

[Extracted from an article of the same title published in Hsiang-tao, no. 179, 25
November 1926. ]

If one takes the boat from Wubhsi, the first place at which one arrives is the market town
of Kushan. It is situated between the three hsien of Chiangyin, Shangshu, and Wubhsi. In
these three hsien there are many big land-lords who oppress the farmers very severely.
Last autumn, a certain Kushan student who had studied in Japan, by the name of Chow
Shui-p'ing, returned to this village. (Chou had first graduated from Wubhsi provincial
Teachers' College). He could not bear the sight (of such oppression), and encouraged the
tenant farmers to organize into a body called the "Tenant Farmers' Cooperative Self-help
Society'. Chou moved from village to village speaking with tears in his eyes of the
sufferings of the peasants. A large number of Kushan peasants followed him, and those in
the neighbouring areas of Chiangyin, Shangshu, and Wubhsi Asien were all inflamed. They
rose like clouds and opposed the rich but heartless big landlords, and with one voice
demanded the reduction of rent. But before the peasants had completely united
themselves, the bad landlords had already united themselves and the gentry and landlords
of the three hsien Chiangyin, Shangshu, and Wubhsi acted simultaneously. Letters and
telegrams fell like snowflakes on Sun Ch'uan-fang; Sun Ch'uan-fang of course obeyed the
order of the landlords. Last November, he dissolved the "Tenant Farmers' Cooperative
Self-help Society' and arrested Chou Shui-ping, who was executed in January of this

year. It seemed that the movement for rent reduction had been suppressed for a time. But
when Chou Shui-p'ing's coffin was returned to Kushan to be exhibited in his house, the
farmers went up to the coffin daily in crowds and kowtowed before it, saying, 'Mr. Chou
died for us, we will avenge his death.' This year there was a big drought, and the harvest
was poor; the farmers again thought of rising up to demand rent reduction. This shows
that they are not in the least afraid to die. They know that a united struggle to reduce the
exploitation of the avaricious and cruel landlords is their only way out.

Tz'n Hsi is located in Chekiang, east of Ningpo. In recent months there occurred a great
insurrection in the Shanpei area of this Asien. The peasants of this Shanpei area are
violent by nature, and frequently indulge in armed combat. On top of this, in recent years
the officials and police have been unreasonably oppressive and the bad landlords have
stepped up their exploitation. So the accumulated exasperation of the peasants was
already deep. By chance the climate this year was unstable, and as a result the rice and
cotton crops failed, but the landlords refused to make any reduction whatever in their
harsh rents. The peasants' insurrection against famine thereupon exploded. Once the
farmers’ insurrection broke out, all the elements declasses joined them very
courageously. In the morning of 13 September, there assembled more than 2,000 people
who went to the police station to report the famine, and clashed with the police. They
burned down the police station, and distributed the arms of the police among themselves.
Then they turned to go to the houses of the village gentry landlords to 'eat up powerful
families'. After eating them up, and out of anger at the evils of the village gentry



landlords, they destroyed the landlords’ screens, paintings, and sculptured ancient doors
and windows. They did this every day; they did not listen much to others' exhortation but
let off their steam in this manner. The day after (each such outburst ), the landlord in
question ran to the city to report, and soldiers and police came down to the village and
turned every thing upside down, but the leaders of the peasants had already mostly
escaped. There was widespread propaganda about 'Violation of the Law' and 'Crimes', the
farmers became fearful, and thus the movement was suppressed. The reason for the
failure of this movement is that the masses did not fully organize themselves, and did not
have leadership, so that the movement barely got started and then failed.

THE SECOND ANNIVERSARY OF
AN WU-CHING'S MARTYRDOM

1929

Young communists and non-communists who have brought new blood and new spirit to
the revolutionary ranks are precious people. Without them the ranks can never be
expanded and the revolution can never be won. However, their weakness lies in a lack of
experience, and experience comes only from personal participation in revolutionary
struggles. The inexperienced can become experienced if they begin from the lowest level
and work steadily without a grain of dishonesty for several years.

OPPOSE BOOK WORSHIP

May 1930

I. NO INVESTIGATION, NO RIGHT TO SPEAK

Unless you have investigated a problem, you will be deprived of the right to speak on it.
Isn't that too harsh? Not in the least. When you have not probed into a problem, into the
present facts and its past history, and know nothing of its essentials, whatever you say
about it will undoubtedly be nonsense. Talking nonsense solves no problems, as everyone
knows, so why is it unjust to deprive you of the right to speak? Quite a few comrades
always keep their eyes shut and talk nonsense, and for a Communist that is disgraceful.
How can a Communist keep his eyes shut and talk nonsense?

It won' t do!



It won't do!
You must investigate!
You must not talk nonsense!
II. TO INVESTIGATE A PROBLEM IS TO SOLVE IT

You can't solve a problem? Well, get down and investigate the present facts and its past
history! When you have investigated the problem thoroughly, you will know how to
solve it. Conclusions invariably come after investigation, and not before. Only a
blockhead cudgels his brains on his own, or together with a group, to "find solution" or
"evolve an idea" without making any investigation. It must be stressed that this cannot
possibly lead to any effective solution or any good idea. In other words, he is bound to
arrive at a wrong solution and a wrong idea.

There are not a few comrades doing inspection work, as well as guerrilla leaders and
cadres newly in office, who like to make political pronouncements the moment they
arrive at a place and who strut about, criticizing this and condemning that when they have
only seen the surface of things or minor details. Such purely subjective nonsensical talk is
indeed detestable. These people are bound to make a mess of things, lose the confidence
of the masses and prove incapable of solving any problem at all.

When they come across difficult problems, quite a number of people in leading positions
simply heave a sigh without being able to solve them. They lose patience and ask to be
transferred on the ground that they "have not the ability and cannot do the job"; These are
cowards' words. Just get moving on your two legs, go the rounds of every section placed
under your charge and "inquire into everything"[1] as Confucius did, and then you will be
able to solve the problems, however little is your ability; for although your head may be
empty before you go out of doors, it will be empty no longer when you return but will
contain all sorts of material necessary for the solution of the problems, and that is how
problems are solved. Must you go out of doors? Not necessarily. You can call a fact-
finding meeting of people familiar with the situation in order to get at the source of what
you call a difficult problem and come to know how it stands now, and then it will be easy
to solve your difficult problem.

Investigation may be likened to the long months of pregnancy, and solving a problem to
the day of birth. To investigate a problem is, indeed, to solve it.

II1. OPPOSE BOOK WORSHIP

Whatever is written in a book is right — such is still the mentality of culturally backward
Chinese peasants. Strangely enough, within the Communist Party there are also people
who always say in a discussion, "Show me where it's written in the book." When we say
that a directive of a higher organ of leadership is correct, that is not just because it comes
from "a higher organ of leadership" but because its contents conform with both the



objective and subjective circumstances of the struggle and meet its requirements. It is
quite wrong to take a formalistic attitude and blindly carry out directives without
discussing and examining them in the light of actual conditions simply because they
come from a higher organ. It is the mischief done by this formalism which explains why
the line and tactics of the Party do not take deeper root among the masses. To carry out a
directive of a higher organ blindly, and seemingly without any disagreement, is not really
to carry it out but is the most artful way of opposing or sabotaging it.

The method of studying the social sciences exclusively from the book is likewise
extremely dangerous and may even lead one onto the road of counter-revolution. Clear
proof of this is provided by the fact that whole batches of Chinese Communists who
confined themselves to books in their study of the social sciences have turned into
counter-revolutionaries. When we say Marxism is correct, it is certainly not because
Marx was a "prophet" but because his theory has been proved correct in our practice and
in our struggle. We need Marxism in our struggle. In our acceptance of his theory no such
formalisation of mystical notion as that of "prophecy" ever enters our minds. Many who
have read Marxist books have become renegades from the revolution, whereas illiterate
workers often grasp Marxism very well. Of course we should study Marxist books, but
this study must be integrated with our country's actual conditions. We need books, but we
must overcome book worship, which is divorced from the actual situation.

How can we overcome book worship? The only way is to investigate the actual situation.

IV. WITHOUT INVESTIGATING THE ACTUAL SITUATION, THERE IS
BOUND TO BE AN IDEALIST APPRAISAL OF CLASS FORCES AND AN
IDEALIST GUIDANCE IN WORK, RESULTING EITHER IN OPPORTUNISM
OR IN PUTSCHISM

Do you doubt this conclusion? Facts will force you to accept it. Just try and appraise the
political situation or guide the struggle without making any investigation, and you will
see whether or not such appraisal or guidance is groundless and idealist and whether or
not it will lead to opportunist or putschist errors. Certainly it will. This is not because of
failure to make careful plans before taking action but because of failure to study the
specific social situation carefully before making the plans, as often happens in our Red
Army guerrilla units. Officers of the Li Kuei[2] type do not discriminate when they
punish the men for offenses. As a result, the offenders feel they have been unfairly
treated, many disputes ensue, and the leaders lose all prestige. Does this not happen
frequently in the Red Army?

We must wipe out idealism and guard against all opportunist and putschist errors before
we can succeed in winning over the masses and defeating the enemy. The only way to
wipe out idealism is to make the effort and investigate the actual situation.



V. THE AIM OF SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC INVESTIGATION IS TO ARRIVE
AT A CORRECT APPRAISAL OF CLASS FORCES AND THEN TO
FORMULATE CORRECT TACTICS FOR THE STRUGGLE

This is our answer to the question: Why do we have to investigate social and economic
conditions? Accordingly, the object of our investigation is all the social classes and not
fragmentary social phenomena. Of late, the comrades in the Fourth Army of the Red
Army have generally given attention to the work of investigation, [3] but the method
many of them employ is wrong. The results of their investigation are therefore as trivial
as a grocer's accounts, or resemble the many strange tales a country bumpkin hears when
he comes to town, or are like a distant view of a populous city from a mountain top. This
kind of investigation is of little use and cannot achieve our main purpose. Our main
purpose is to learn the political and economic situation of the various social classes. The
outcome of our investigation should be a picture of the present situation of each class and
the ups and downs of its development. For example, when we investigate the composition
of the peasantry, not only must we know the number of owner-peasants, semi-owner
peasants and tenant-peasants, who are differentiated according to tenancy relationships,
but more especially we must know the number of rich peasants, middle peasants and poor
peasants, who are differentiated according to class or stratum. When we investigate the
composition of the merchants, not only must we know the number in each trade, such as
grain, clothing, medicinal herbs, etc., but more especially we must know the number of
small merchants, middle merchants and big merchants. We should investigate not only
the state of each trade, but more especially the class relations within it. We should
investigate the relationships not only between the different trades but more especially
between the different classes. Our chief method of investigation must be to dissect the
different social classes, the ultimate purpose being to understand their interrelations, to
arrive at a correct appraisal of class forces and then to formulate the correct tactics for the
struggle, defining which classes constitute the main force in the revolutionary struggle,
which classes are to be won over as allies and which classes are to be overthrown. This is
our sole purpose.

What are the social classes requiring investigation?
They are:

The industrial proletariat

The handicraft workers

The farm labourers

The poor peasants

The urban poor

The lumpen-Proletariat



The master handicraftsmen
The small merchants

The middle peasants

The rich peasants

The landlords

The commercial bourgeoisie
The industrial bourgeoisie

In our investigation we should give attention to the state of all these classes or strata.
Only the industrial proletariat and industrial bourgeoisie are absent in the areas where we
are now working, and we constantly come across all the others. Our tactics of struggle are
tactics in relation to all these classes and strata.

Another serious shortcoming in our past investigations has been the undue stress on the
countryside to the neglect of the towns, so that many comrades have always been vague
about our tactics towards the urban poor and the commercial bourgeoisie. The
development of the struggle has enabled us to leave the mountains for the plains.[4] We
have descended physically, but we are still up in the mountains mentally. We must
understand the towns as well as the countryside, or we shall be unable to meet the needs
of the revolutionary struggle.

VI. VICTORY IN CHINA'S REVOLUTIONARY STRUGGLE WILL DEPEND
ON THE CHENESE COMRADES' UNDERSTANDING OF CHINESE
CONDITIONS

The aim of our struggle is to attain socialism via the stage of democracy. In this task, the
first step is to complete the democratic revolution by winning the majority of the working
class and arousing the peasant masses and the urban poor for the overthrow of the
landlord class, imperialism and the Kuomintang regime. The next step is to carry out the
socialist revolution, which will follow on the development of this struggle. The fulfilment
of this great revolutionary task is no simple or easy job and will depend entirely on
correct and firm tactics on the part of the proletarian party. If its tactics of struggle are
wrong, or irresolute and wavering, the revolution will certainly suffer temporary defeat. It
must be borne in mind that the bourgeois parties, too, constantly discuss their tactics of
struggle. They are considering how to spread reformist influences among the working
class so as to mislead it and turn it. away from Communist Party leadership, how to get
the rich peasants to put down the uprisings of the poor peasants and how to organize
gangsters to suppress the revolutionary struggles. In a situation when the class struggle
grows increasingly acute and is waged at close quarters, the proletariat has to depend for
its victory entirely on the correct and firm tactics of struggle of its own party, the



Communist Party. A Communist Party's correct and unswerving tactics of struggle can in
no circumstance be created by a few people sitting in an office; they emerge in the course
of mass struggle, that is, through actual experience. Therefore, we must at all times study
social conditions and make practical investigations. Those comrades who are inflexible,
conservative, formalistic and groundlessly optimistic think that the present tactics of
struggle are perfect, that the "book of documents"[S] of the Party's Sixth National
Congress guarantees lasting victory, and that one can always be victorious merely by
adhering to the established methods. These ideas are absolutely wrong and have nothing
in common with the idea that Communists should create favourable new situations
through struggle; they represent a purely conservative line. Unless it is completely
discarded, this line will cause great losses to the revolution and do harm to these
comrades themselves. There are obviously some comrades in our Red Army who are
content to leave things as they are, who do not seek to understand anything thoroughly
and are groundlessly optimistic, and they spread the fallacy that "this is proletarian".
They eat their fill and sit dozing in their offices all day long without ever moving a step
and going out among the masses to investigate. Whenever they open their mouths, their
platitudes make people sick. To awaken these comrades we must raise our voices and cry
out to them:

Change your conservative ideas without delay!
Replace them by progressive and militant Communist ideas!
Get into the struggle!
Go among the masses and investigate the facts!
VII. THE TECHNIQUE OF INVESTIGATION
1. Hold fact-finding meetings and undertake investigation through discussions.

This is the only way to get near the truth, the only way to draw conclusions. It is easy to
commit mistakes if you do not hold fact-finding meetings for investigation through
discussions but simply rely on one individual relating his own experience. You cannot
possibly draw more or less correct conclusions at such meetings if you put questions
casually instead of raising key-questions for discussion.

2. What kind of people should attend the fact-finding meetings?

They should be people well acquainted with social and economic conditions. As far as
age is concerned, older people are best, because they are rich in experience and not only
know what is going an but understand the causes and effects. Young people with
experience of struggle should also be included, because they have progressive ideas and
sharp eyes. As far as occupation is concerned, there should be workers, peasants,
merchants, intellectuals, and occasionally soldiers, and sometimes even vagrants.
Naturally, when a particular subject is being looked into, those who have nothing to do



with it need not be present. For example, workers, peasants and students need not attend
when commerce is the subject of investigation.

3. Which is better, a large fact-finding meeting or a small one?

That depends on the investigator's ability to conduct a meeting. If he is good at it, a
meeting of as many as a dozen or even twenty or more people can be called. A large
meeting has its advantages; from the answers you get fairly accurate statistics (e. g., in
finding out the percentage of poor peasants in the total peasant population) and fairly
correct conclusions (e.g., in finding out whether equal or differentiated land redistribution
is better ). Of course, it has its disadvantages too; unless you are skillful in conducting
meetings, you will find it difficult to keep order. So the number of. people attending a
meeting depends on the competence of the investigator. However, the minimum is three,
or otherwise the information obtained will be too limited to correspond to the real
situation.

4. Prepare a detailed outline for the investigation.

A detailed outline' should be prepared beforehand, and the investigator should ask
questions according to the outline, with those present at the meeting giving their answers.
Any points which are unclear or doubtful should be put up for discussion. The detailed
outline should include main subjects and sub-headings and also detailed items. For
instance, taking commerce as a main subject, it can have such sub-headings as cloth,
grain, other necessities and medicinal herbs; again, under cloth, there can be such detailed
items as calico, homespun and silk and satin.

5. Personal participation.

Everyone with responsibility for giving leadership — from the chairman of the township
government to the chairman of the central government, from the detachment leader to the
commander-in-chief, from the secretary of a Party branch to the general secretary —
must personally undertake investigation into the specific social and economic conditions
and not merely rely on reading reports. For investigation and reading reports are two
entirely different things.

6. Probe deeply.

Anyone new to investigation work should make one or two thorough investigations in
order to gain full knowledge of a particular place (say, a village or a town) of a particular
problem (say, the problem of grain or currency). Deep probing into a particular place or

problem will make future investigation of other places or problems easier.

7. Make your own notes.



The investigator should not only preside at fact-finding meetings and give proper
guidance to those present but should also make his own notes and record the results
himself. To have others do it for him is no good.

NOTES

1. See Confucian Analects, Book III, "Pa Yi": "When Confucius entered the Ancestral
Temple he inquired into everything."

2. Li Kuei was a hero in the well-known Chinese novel shui Hu Chuan' (Heroes of the
Marshes) which describes the peasant war that occurred towards the end of the Northern
Sung Dynasty (960-1127). He was simple, outspoken and very loyal to the revolutionary
cause of the peasants, but crude and tactless.

3. Comrade Mao Tse-tung has always laid great stress on investigation, regarding social
investigation as the most important task and the basis for defining policy in the work of
leadership. The work of investigation was gradually developed in the Fourth Army of the
Red Army on Comrade Mao Tsetung's initiative. He stipulated that social investigation
should be a regular part of the work, and the Political Department of the Red Army
prepared detailed forms covering such items as the state of the mass struggle, the
condition of the reactionaries, the economic life of the people and the amount of land
owned by each class in the rural areas. Wherever the Red Army went, it first made itself
familiar with the class situation in the locality and then formulated slogans suited to the
needs of the masses.

4. Here 'the mountains' are the Chingkang mountain area along the borders of Kiangsi
and Hunan Provinces; the 'plains’ are those in southern Kiangsi and western Fukien. In
January 1929, comrade Mao Tse-tung led the main force of the Fourth Army of the Red
Army down from the Chingkang Mountains to southern Kiangsi and western Fukien in
order to set up two large revolutionary base areas.

5. The "Book of documents" consisted of the resolutions adopted at the Sixth National
Congress of the Communist Party of China in July 1928, including the political resolution
and the resolutions on the peasant question, the land question, the organization of
political power, etc. Early in 1929 the Front Committee of the Fourth Army of the Red
Army published these resolutions in book form for distribution to the Party organizations
in the Red Army and to the local Party organizations.

DECREE REGARDING MARRIAGE

January 28, 1931

[ This is the full text of a decree of the First session of the Central executive committee of
the Chinese Soviet Republic, entitled ‘Provisional Marriage Regulations’.]



Under feudal domination, marriage is a barbaric and inhuman Institution. The oppression
and suffering borne by women is far greater than that of man. Only the victory of the
workers' and peasants' revolution, followed by the first step toward the economic
emancipation of men and women, brings with it a change in the marriage relationship and
makes it free. In the Soviet districts, marriages now are contracted on a free basis. Free
choice must be the basic principle of every marriage. The whole feudal system of
marriage, including the power of parents to arrange marriage for their children, to
exercise compulsion, and all purchase and sale in marriage contracts shall henceforth be
abolished.

Although women have obtained freedom from the feudal yoke, they are still labouring
under tremendous physical handicaps (for example the binding of the feet) and have not
obtained complete economic independence. Therefore on questions concerning divorce, it
becomes necessary to protect the interests of women and place the greater part of the
obligations and responsibilities entailed by divorce upon men.

Children are the masters of the new society. Under the old system little attention was paid
to children. Consequently special regulations have been established concerning the
protection of children.

These present regulations are hereby made public and shall enter into force as of 1
December 1931.

MAO TSE-TUNG

Chairman of the Central Executive Committee

HSIANG YING

CHANG KUO-TA'O Vice-Chairmen 28 Jan. 1931

A LETTER FROM THE CHINESE
WORKER'S AND PEASANT'S RED
ARMY TO OUR BROTHERS THE
SOLDIERS OF THE WHITE ARMY ON



THE SUBJECT OF THE FORCED
OCCUPATION OF MANCHURIA BY
JAPANESE IMPERIALISM

September 25, 1931

[This is the full text of a proclamation disseminated in 1931

Soldiers, Our Brothers!

Do not the Kuomintang militarists frequently tell you that it is your responsibility to
'defend the country and protect the people' ? But look, at present Japanese imperialist
troops have already occupied all the most important cities of Manchuria. They have
massacred the toiling masses of workers and peasants in Manchuria and our soldiers with
guns, cannons, and bombs , and already regard Manchuria as their colony. May I ask:
How are the Kuomintang militarists carrying out their responsibility to ‘defend the
country and protect the people'? What do they tell you now?

Confronted by such violent behaviour on the part of Japanese imperialism, the
Kuomintang militarists tell you ‘we must not resist’, they tell you ‘reasonable people
should submit to violence’; they ask you to stretch out your neck and let the Japanese
imperialist robbers butcher you; they ask you to submit peacefully and to become ‘men
without a country', slaves of Japanese imperialism. From this you can see that the
Kuomintang militarists can only toady and capitulate to imperialism, can only act as the
running dogs of imperialism. They cannot 'defend the country' nor can they 'protect the
people' .

And yet, for the sake of enlarging their own spheres of influence, and of exploiting and
butchering the Chinese people on a still larger scale, the Kuomintang militarists have,
year after year, carried on a confused military struggle among themselves. And in the
name of these wars among militarists, they bravely urge you to go to the battlefield to kill
your own brothers, to destroy the lives and property of the people; they levy vexing and
irregular taxes, impress men into coolie service and requisition horses; they suck the last
drop of blood of the toiling masses; they butcher the revolutionary workers and peasants;
they force people to grow opium to poison the masses; they have created calamities
(floods, drought, and famine) without precedent throughout China; in exploiting and
butchering the masses they have shown great resolution and courage!

Especially when the masses of workers and peasants of our soviet area arose on their own
initiative and drove out all the imperialists, overthrew the rule of the Kuomintang,



confiscated all the land of the landlord class, enforced the eight-hour day, created the
Workers and Peasants' Red Army and established the Soviet Government of the workers,
peasants, and soldiers, all the militarists of the Kuomintang were mortally offended and
manifested their resolution and courage. Once, twice, three times, they attacked us with
the aid of the imperialists; they used airplanes, bombs, poison gas, cannons, and machine
guns to butcher the people of the soviet area. If we do not destroy them root and branch,
they will definitely not leave us alone, although their attacks have all been defeated
through strenuous effort by us and by masses. They are also extraordinarily brave in
attacking the people’s soviet political power and the people's Red Army.

Soldiers, our brothers! You have had enough of the deception and oppression of such
militarists. Think for a moment. Why do you risk your lives on behalf of these
militarists? Can you say you do so in order to live and feed your families? In reality you
yourselves often do not receive a copper of pay. You yourselves have neither enough to
eat nor warm clothing. How can you feed a family? Your superior officers treat you like
cattle, like cannon fodder; they want you to risk your lives to massacre your own worker
and peasant brothers so that they can rise in rank and enrich themselves.

Soldiers, our brothers! You must think of another way out. There is a way out for you --
revolution! You now have guns and cannons in your hands. First kill your reactionary
superior officers then unite with the workers, peasants, and all the toiling masses of your
area to overthrow the fucking Kuomintang Government [ Kuomintang ti tao cheng-fu];
confiscate the land of the landlord class and distribute it among the poor peasants,
confiscate the food and the houses of the wealthy and distribute them among the poor; let
the workers do only eight hours of work a day; then, organize yourselves to run your own
affairs. In this way, you will have created a government of the workers, peasants, and
soldiers, that is, a Soviet Government. You will have become the armed force of the
workers and peasants — the workers' and peasants' Red Army. If there is a Soviet
Government and a Red Army near your garrison area, then when you have either taken as
prisoners or killed your reactionary superior officers, present yourself there to join the
Red Army. Only the Soviet Government and only the Red Army can protect the interests
of the workers, peasants, and soldiers, overthrow the Kuomintang, overthrow
imperialism, and really defend the people.

Soldiers, our brothers! Turn your guns in the opposite direction and fight to overthrow
imperialism and the Kuomintang, which exploit, oppress, and butcher the Chinese
labouring masses; fight to establish the Soviet Government and the Red Army of the
workers, peasants, and soldiers! We your brothers, the hundreds of thousands of soldiers
of the Red Army, truly welcome you to our ranks.

Down with imperialism and the Kuomintang!

Establish the Workers', Peasants', and Soldiers' Soviet Government!

Long live the Chinese Workers' and Peasants' Red Army!



Long live the victory of the Chinese Soviet Revolution!

Commander in Chief of the Chinese Workers' and Peasants' Red Army and Commander
of the First Army:

CHU TE

Chief of the Central Political Department of the Chinese Workers' and Peasants' Red
Army:

MAO TSE-TUNG

Commander of the Second Army of the Chinese Workers' and Peasants’ Red Army:

HO LUNG

Commander of the Third Army of the Chinese Workers' and Peasants' Red Army:

P'ENG TE-HUAI

General of the Third Army of the Chinese Workers’ and Peasants' Red Army:
HUANG KUNG- LUEH

25 September 1931

THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS IS A
LEAGUE OF ROBBERS!

October 6, 1932

[Extracted from. a telegram of the Chinese Soviet Government. dated 6 October 1932]

Workers, peasants, and soldiers of all China! Exploited masses of the whole country!



The Provisional Central Government of the Chinese Soviet Republic long ago told the
popular masses of the whole country that the League of Nations is a League of Robbers
by which the various imperialisms are dismembering China. The principal task of the
Lytton Commission of Enquiry sent to China by the League was to prepare the
dismemberment of China and the repression of all the revolutionary movements that have
raised the flag of the Chinese Soviets.

Now the Commission of Enquiry of the league of imperialist robbers — the Lytton
Commission — has already published its report regarding the dismemberment of China.
This report is an admirable document shown to the Chinese popular masses by the
imperialists regarding the dismemberment they propose to inflict on China, and yet the
Kuomintang, which is selling out and dishonouring the country, as well as the
government which is the emanation of the Kuomintang, have accepted it completely ! ....

The Lytton Report is the bill of sale by which imperialism reduced the Chinese people to
slavery! The Soviet Government calls on the popular masses of the whole country to
participate in an armed uprising under the direction of the Soviet Government, to wage a
national revolutionary war in order to tear to shreds the Lytton Report, and to oppose all
the new projects of the imperialists for dismembering China, repressing the Chinese
revolution, and attacking the Soviet regions and the Soviet union. Let us hurl out of
China, Japanese imperialism and all other imperialisms in order to obtain the complete
liberation and independence of the Chinese people! Let us defend the Soviet Union with
arms in our hands, let us establish a close alliance between the toiling masses of China
and of the Soviet Union.

The Soviet Government proclaims to the workers, peasants, and soldiers of the whole
country, and to all the exploited popular masses, that if we really want to wage national
revolutionary war and oppose the dismemberment of China by the imperialists, we must
first overthrow the reactionary domination of the Kuomintang, these scavengers who pick

up the scraps of the imperialist dismemberment of China, and who are repressing the
national war! ....

PRELIMINARY CONCLUSIONS OF
THE LAND INVESTIGATION
CAMPAIGN

August 29, 1933

[This is a translation from. the document in Tou-cheng (Struggle), No. 24, August 29,
1933.]



1. THE GREAT VICTORY

Under the call of the party and the Central [Soviet] Government the land investigation
campaign has been unleashed widely. If we assume that the land investigation campaign
in the past was merely in the initial stage, then the land investigation of eight counties
during June has achieved more than what has been accomplished over the half year since
winter. Generally speaking, in the eight counties that have held meetings, the land
investigation campaign has advanced to a new phase having become a broad mass
movement. Achievement in two counties, Juichin and Posheng are the greatest, and they
have searched out two thousand and several hundred households of landlords and rich
peasants, while the counties, Shengli, Yutu, Which'ang, Tingtung, Ch’angting,
Shihch'eng and Nighua, all have achieved initial results. In all the districts and hsiang
that have achieved results in the land investigation a broad mass struggle has been
unleashed. Many stalemate situations which prevailed in the past in the soviet work and
in the party work have now become active. Many undesirable elements in the Soviets
have been washed out, and the counter-revolutionary elements who were hidden in the
countryside have been dealt with severe punishments. In a word, the feudal remnant
forces have suffered disastrous defeat before the broad masses. On this basis various
activities are ever more unfolded. In the regions where some results were achieved in the
land investigation, the expansion of the Red Army and local armed forces, the promotion
of economic construction bonds, and the growth of cooperatives, as well as the programs
of culture building like clubs, evening classed, and primary schools, all have gained
extremely great achievements and all the work is being carried through ever more
smoothly. Based on the activeness of the masses, large numbers of activists have joined
the party on their own, and are drawn into the soviet’s work. The best example is Jentien
District of Juichin. With the assistance of the Central Government Work Corps the land
investigation campaign in Jentien has spurred the masses of the entire district who have
in fifty-five days, thoroughly stamped out the feudal remnants, searched out some three
hundred landlord and rich peasant families, twelve counter-revolutionaries, for execution
and suppressed counter-revolutionary activities; they have arrested among the soviet war
personnel, the class heretics who have sneaked into the [district] soviet. The entire district
has searched out a land of 22,000 mou (mou - 0.0614 ha) and some 20,000 toiling masses
in the district have each acquired in average an additional land of one mou and two mou
and were distributed countless belongings of the haoshen and landlords. Relying on the
unprecedented height of mass activism, they have expanded the Red Army [detachments]
in fifty-five days by some 700 people, who have joined the Juichin Model Division,
without a single person deserting. They have saved grains, to sell to the Red Army, which
amounted to some 1900 fan. No other district of the whole county can match it. At the
instance of various hsiang the entire district assumed the promotional sale of economic
construction bonds worth 40,000 yuan. Landlord fines and rich peasant taxes which were
collected totalled 7,500 yuan and those that can be continually raised will be 10,000
yuan. Cooperatives have grown rapidly and the institutions of culture and education such
as clubs, study classes, evening classes also have increased. The number of party
members has expanded and the leadership of the party has been strengthened. The labour



union work, too, has moved forward. The entire district has transformed, to breath a fresh
spirit. From one of the backward district of Juichin, it has altered its status in fifty-five
days and became a first rate district comparable to Wuyang. We now want to ask: Why
has Jentien District achieved such a great result? That we should point out: because of
their understanding of the import of the task of land investigation and because of their
formula of mobilization, their class line and their mass work, which have been resolutely
carried out according to the correct directives of the Central Bureau [of the Soviet Areas ]
and the Central Government, they have performed a genuine Bolshevik work. In the way
of appreciating the task, they were aware that the land investigation campaign and the
revolutionary war are closely linked together. Hence, they have carried through this task
in earnest, firmly grasped the leadership of the land investigation campaign, and
developed the local work systematically. In the way of the mobilization formula, they
firmly grasped -the work of the most and relatively backward seven hsiang among the
eleven hsiang of the entire district. In these seven hsiang Soviets they mobilized the
labour unions, poor peasant corps and other mass organizations through which they went
out to mobilize the broad masses. In the way of the class line they resolutely executed the
tactic of relying on the hired hands and poor peasant in alliance with the middle peasants,
thus broadly developing the poor peasant corps. They explained that land investigation is
not land distribution and that class examination is not to examine the class of the middle
and poor peasants and hired hands. The work of "class talk" has been done very
sufficiently. When the landlords and rich peasants of Wofeng hsiang intimidated the
middle peasants and drove a section of them into panic, our comrades paid a visit to
several middle peasants and talked to them individually. After they had relayed [the talk]
to other middle peasants, the middle peasants of Wofeng hsiang began to quiet down
immediately. Actively supported by the land investigation policy of the [hsiang] Soviet
they [the middle peasants] have moved into a joint attack on the landlords and rich
peasants, from whom they have endured extortions previously, along with the poor
peasants and hired hands. Comrades in Jent'ien District have once incorrectly classified
the status of several peasant families but they have promptly corrected the mistake. As
for directing the mass work, they first of all conducted widespread propaganda. What
they held was not a district-wide or hsiang-wide meeting but a village or residence
meeting. Thus they got access to the broader masses for whom they have repeatedly
conducted propaganda and agitation. Therefore, the masses of the entire district have
come to understand clearly that the landlord investigation and class examination are their
own responsibility and that they are for their own interests. They then went on to
investigate class status, they spurred many people to go out to investigate, gathering data
in detail on each status was decided first through the analysis of the land investigation
committee, which was then referred to the poor peasant corps for discussion and
confirmation. It was further sent to the District Soviet for approval. Again, it was sent
back to the concerned village to hold a meeting for further explanation and approval by a
show of hands, and then the confiscation was executed. In distributing the property as
well as the land, all the working personnel understood that they ought to be exemplary,
not to take things but to distribute them entirely among the masses, allocation more to the
village directly involved in the confiscation, and less to other villages. Thus they obtained
complete satisfaction from the masses. The land was also promptly distributed. While the
land elsewhere was distributed only after a prolonged delay, there was no such a



phenomenon in Jent’ien District. Hence, it promptly spurred the masses. Their method of
first breaking into large and backward villages, was also correct. They had no fear of
these large villages, nor did they employ barbarous methods to deal with them. What they
did with regard to the large villages was to concentrate fire power on them, making more
and more propaganda beginning with local activists, to unit and educate them, and
through them they reached out to other masses. With great patience they went on to carry
through the village, the work of this nature. In appearance it looked tedious but in
practice it was fast. In a period of fifty-five days they have spurred without exception all
the large backward villages of Jent’ien District and in a very short time stamped out
backwardness of these villages. They could not break into a village of Pok’ang hsiang.
There were previously two "big tigers" who were restive all the time. They took a
different method. First they captured these two rascals and convicted them in circuit court
held in the locality. With the masses’ enthusiastic support they were executed by a firing
squad. Thereupon the mass struggle became intensive like a violent fire. They held ten
mass tribunals and three circuit courts. All these followed the extremely broad mass line
with many residents of the Asiang attending and other Asiang sending representatives
from each village - a small hsiang sending a score of people or so, a large hsiang forty to
fifty people. Therefore, every public trial and the result of a tribunal were all at once
relayed to the hsiang and all villages of the entire district. It enabled them not only to
punish or execute individuals who deserved it, but also to think immediately that the
same dealing will have to be accorded to similar evil doers in their own locality. The land
investigation campaign in Jent’ien District can truly be regarded as a model for all the
Soviet Areas! The work in Chiupao District of Juichin has achieved an extremely great
result. They first firmly grasped three hsiang to work on. They called members of the
land investigation committee of each hsiang to attend a three-day training session in the
District Soviet, where the mobilization formula, the class line, and the method of winning
the masses were clearly discussed. They initiated a measure for the problem of
confiscation and distribution. Their measure has been that, in confiscation a landlord
household, they called upon the masses of the village and the household to go together to
a mass meeting where a confiscation and distribution committee was selected. Under the
surveillance of the masses they proceeded to the confiscation, piling up the confiscated
items on the terrace. Again with the masses’ consent, they immediately distributed them
to the masses who deserved. Edible items also called for disposal, that is, letting the
people have a hearty eating together, slaughtering hogs and cooking rice. This measure in
Chiupao District has scored the maximum effectiveness. Since their confiscation and
distribution committee was not a standing organization but a provisional one, it has
greatly enhanced intimate relations with the masses (with regard to the confiscation and
distribution of land, it was still assumed by the regular land committee). It did not require
all the items to be carried to the hsiang soviet nor did it have to concentrate on a certain
number of households only before taking up the distribution in others. It has thus avoided
the shortcoming of being procrastinated and things being stolen away in the meanwhile.
Like the class line and the work method in Chiupao District they were also generally
correct. Therefore, they could spur the broad masses to commence the class examination
on their own. They have carried it through in such a way that not a single landlord or rich
peasant came to the hsiang Soviet or District Soviet to dispute his status; it was
completely different from the land investigation of the past. In the past there were after



all many landlords and rich peasants who had been classified, came to the Soviet for
nuisance, arguing that they had been incorrectly classified. Not only the persons
themselves but also even a hsiang representative and the man in charge of the poor
peasant corps came on their behalf of testify. This time, naturally, not only did they make
no nuisance, but they could not do so even if they wanted to. Not a single person of the
clans and relatives came to their assistance. There was no possibility for them to make
fuss as their power was shorn off. This even proves that Chiupao District has been
extremely thorough in spurring the masses. Otherwise, it was impossible to carry it
through to this extent.

All these glorious exemplary instances (the instances of this type are still many
elsewhere) have given a Bolshevik reply to the call of the party and the Central
Government and have proven the absolute correctness of the directives of the Central
Bureau and the Central Government. Whenever these directives were completely carried
through, great victory was at once won. Whoever betrayed or ignored these directives,
however, he committed mistakes in his work, achieved little or no result. Let me prove it
again with facts.

2. SOME PLACES HAVE GIVEN UP THE LEADERSHIP OF THE LAND
INVESTIGATION CAMPAIGN

In the combat task of the land investigation campaign, after the Central Bureau issued the
resolution on the land investigation, after the Central Government decreed the land
investigation, and after the Eight-County Conference on Land Investigation was
convened, the land investigation campaign in various counties has not spread to all the
places. For instance, the result of the land investigation in the entire province of Fukien
was comparable only to that of one county alone i.e. Posheng. The result even in each of
the counties Shengli, Yutu, Huich’ang, and Shihch'eng was comparable only to that of
one or two best districts of Juichin [County]. Many land investigation committees in
various districts, as well as a few counties, have not firmly grasped the work of a
[district-wide or] county-wide land investigation (Huich'ang, Yutu, Shihch’eng, and
Ninghua). In many districts and Asiang land investigation committees, district and
hsiang[soviet] chairmen did not assume leadership on the plea of being preoccupied
elsewhere and left the land investigation unattended. As for the Party's leadership in the
land investigation, in places where achievements were made in land investigation it has
been clearly demonstrated that the party's leadership role has been resolute. The majority
of the rank and file of the party has engaged in numerous combat programs with
Bolshevik bravery under the leadership of the branch and district committees. In places
where little or no achievement was made, however, it has been demonstrated that the
party organs have ignored the land investigation campaign. For instance, after the Central
Bureau's resolution on the land investigation was issued, the Huich’ang County
Committee has not even once discussed the land investigation work for nearly two
months. Not until the end of July did it hold a meeting to discuss the land investigation.
The Hsiahsiao District Committee of Juichin [County] has entirely left the land
investigation campaign unattended over a period of time. Ward committees of Juichin
City, though held a meeting once, did not push forward the suburban branches to head the



leadership of land investigation, while each branch did not hold any meeting on the land
investigation campaign. At other places like Yutu, Shengli, Shihch’eng, and Ninghua, the
county committees and many district committees have not likewise exerted real efforts at
paying attention to the land investigation work. The party and the Central Government
stated that : "The land investigation campaign has become a struggle to spur the masses
and deeply penetrate the rural classes and a powerful method to thoroughly resolve the
land question and purge the feudal and semi-feudal [forces]" (the Central Bureau’s
Resolution); that "the land investigation campaign is the task, which the soviets in
various places cannot allow to relax for a moment" (the Central Government's Decree );
and that "the land investigation campaign is a most Principal link' of the present work"
(Conclusion of the Eight-County Conference). Nevertheless many of our comrades stated
that they.... "were very busy and have no time to attend to the land investigation
campaign." The Party Resolution stated: "To handle the land investigation campaign with
a perfunctory attitude of bureaucratism and formalism is most harmful."
Notwithstanding, these comrades handled the land investigation campaign with the style
of bureaucratism.

3. IN CERTAIN PLACES THE PARTY HAS SURRENDERED TO THE
LANDLORDS AND RICH PEASANTS

In places where the land investigation campaign has been unleashed, there are yet many
individual but serious mistakes. That is to say, in these local Party organs and soviets
there appeared frequently some individual comrades who have manifested their
opportunistic vacillations in the land investigation campaign which is a violent class
struggle. Mainly, when the land investigation campaign was undergoing violent
development they could not forsake clannish and parochial relations and covered up the
landlords and rich peasants of the same clan and the same village, or they made an
incorrect analysis of class status by classifying a landlord as a rich peasant and a rich
peasant, a middle peasant Some comrades working in the tribunal department have
accepted, out of their extreme inadvertence, slanderous charges against those who were
active in the land investigation, made by the landlords and rich peasants in the false name
of the masses. On the other hand, we had some comrades in the security bureau as well as
the tribunal department who could not keep up with the masses in pushing forward the
struggle for class examination and in suppressing the counterrevolutionaries vigorously.
Even when the masses made a request for arrest and execution by a firing squad of the
landlords and rich peasants who had resisted the land investigation, some of them did not
honor their request. For instance, the tribunal department of Juichin made many mistakes
like this.

4. THE TENDENCY TO ENCROACH UPON THE MIDDLE PEASANTS IS THE
MOST SERIOUS DANGER

The tendency of "left" opportunism occurred again in very many places during the land
investigation of July. What should be pointed out emphatically here is the tendency to
encroach upon the middle peasants, though it was clearly stated in the Central Bureau's
Resolution that: "Special attention must be focused on the alliance with the middle



peasants who will be the broadest basic masses in rural soviets after the revolution. All
our treatments and policies must win their approval and support. Every decision of the
poor peasant corps and the soviet must have the support of the middle peasantry, secured
through a village or residence meeting. All the voices of the middle peasant masses must
be heard with care, and any attempt to encroach upon the interests of the middle
peasantry must be severely dealt with". In the summary of the Eight-County Conference
it was pointed out that: "The aim of the land investigation is to examine classes and not to
redistribute the land", "alliance with the middle peasantry should start with non-
encroachment of the interests of the middle peasants", "in the beginning of the land
investigation we should make widespread propaganda to the effect that the soviet policy
is to ally with the middle peasantry, not to encroach upon them. In the process of land
investigation we should carefully determine the uncertain elements between the middle
peasants and the rich peasants as not to misplace them." But these directives were not
heeded by comrades in many places. The land investigation in the confines of Juichin,
once under way, has proceeded to examine the middle peasants, house by house and mou
by mou so much so that it drove them to panic. In the end they rushed to the soviet to ask
for reclassification of their status into poor peasants. They argued that: "To be a middle
peasant is very dangerous, for one would become a rich peasant if stretched. Change to a
poor peasant, for it is a bit far way from becoming a rich peasant." Does not such a
despairing voice merit our attention? Comrades in Yangku Asiang of Huangpo District
have told the masses: "Class examination is not for examining others, but only to
examine the middle and rich peasant and landlord classes". Comrades in T'aching District
have investigated so exhaustively by putting up markings, that it has caused the same
panic among the middle peasants. In the Conclusion of the Eight-County Conference it
was already stated that such an idea as to assume that the land investigation is one of
putting up markings is not correct." However, these comrades did not pay heed to it at all.
This method of such an exhaustive investigation by markings has appeared in every
county. this is an extraordinarily serious situation. They have mixed up the land
investigation for the land distribution. But if this method is to be employed in the land
investigations campaign it would confound the objective of the struggle in the villages. In
the past we pointed out that: " Land investigation and land distribution must be strictly
distinguished. Such a distinction is to be made not only for consolidating the land
ownership of peasants so as not to cause panic out of the ill-defined land distribution, but
also for victory in the struggle for class Examination. We must concentrate all our
energy, particularly in alliance with the middle peasants, to cope with the resistance of
the landlords and rich peasants. In such an event we should not allow any dispute to take
place within the ranks of peasants themselves" (Conclusion of the Eight-County
Conference). Such a tactic is a most important part of the whole strategy in our leadership
of the struggle of land investigation. Nevertheless it was what many comrades had still
neglected. Such a negligence cannot be tolerated again, even for a moment. Those who
have been admonished but still deliberately continue these mistakes, must be meted out
with severe punishments by the higher soviet of the locality. We need to wage thorough
struggle within the party and youth league against the idea and action of any party or
youth league members who encroach upon the interests of the middle peasants and
violate the strategy of alliance with the middle peasants. In places where mistakes are
already committed by confiscating, for example, the property and land of the middle



peasant, the soviet personnel should publicly admit their mistakes to the middle peasants
in the locality and should redeem them forthwith. That Hsiangkuo County reinstituted
many lands of the middle peasants last year, thus to win their satisfaction, is a very
valuable lesson.

5. CLOSED-DOOR-ISM OF THE POOR PEASANT CORPS AND ITS
NEGLIGENCE OF THE LEADERSHIP ROLE OF THE HIRED HANDS ARE
WRONG

"Poor peasant masses are the pillars of the party and the proletariat in the countryside and
are the resolute supporters of a thoroughgoing execution of the land revolution" "To rely
on the poor peasants"” is one of our important policies in the land investigation and in all
the struggles for land, the poor peasant corps is the organization that plays an extremely
important role [here]. The Eight-County Poor Peasant Corps Representatives' Conference
has already pointed out that the past tendency of closed doorism of the poor peasant corps
was wrong, and that the system of introduction should be discarded, and that the door
should be kept wide-open to the poor peasants and workers so that they, male and female,
old and young, can all apply and join. In many places, however, the old method is still
being followed and remains unchanged; without introduction one still cannot join the
poor peasant corps. Worse still, when non-member poor peasant masses in T'aching
District of Juichin had rushed to attend a poor peasant corps meeting, the man-in-charge
of the corps simply refused to admit them. In Chuchajen District Of Posheng, the poor
peasant corps did not admit even a single person during the month of July. In all the
districts and hsiang where the land investigation has gained results, the poor peasant
corps has developed broadly and in places where the land investigation has gained no or
little result, the phenomenon there is that the poor peasant corps is in the state of closed
doorism. Likewise, the great leadership role of the hired hands in the land investigation
campaign was not appreciated by many comrades. The Party Resolution stated: "The
masses of the hired hands, who are brothers of the urban proletariat in the countryside,
are the vanguard of the land revolution. Hence, the working personnel in the soviets must
maintain close contact with the [ rural] labour unions through which activism of the
masses of the [ rural ] workers can be developed and organized in order to make them the
vanguard of the land investigation campaign. " Our Comrades who have carried work
according to this directive are still few in number. The principal method here is to have
the rural workers join up the poor peasant corps and set up within it individual small
groups of workers. Through these workers' small groups [hsio-tsu] we should go out to
unite poor peasant activists, develop the poor peasant corps, and promote advancement of
the land investigation campaign. The experience in Shanho Asiang of Huangpo District is
valuable. When our comrades there twice failed to convene a poor peasant corps meeting,
they held a joint meeting of the rank-and-file members of the agricultural labour union
and the handicraft labour union and spurred a few dozen workers to arise actively so that
they each bring a poor peasant to join the poor peasant corps. On the following day the
poor peasant corps again convened a meeting to which all attended as anticipated, and
thus unleashed the land investigation campaign. This experience in Shanho Asiang should



be employed in all the villages. The high-level leadership organs of the labour unions
here should provide the low-level labour unions with positive leadership so as to regard
the task of land investigation as one of the important tasks of the unions.

6. THE INCORRECT IDEA ABOUT THE QUESTION OF RICH PEASANTS

Our entire strategy in the agrarian struggle is to depend on the poor peasants, to resolutely
ally with the middle peasants, to enable the poor peasants to play the vanguard role, and
to unite all the revolutionary forces in order to eliminate the landlord class and combat
the rich peasants. Concerning the question of rich peasants the party has already correctly
stated: "We must clearly distinguish the landlord from the rich peasant. In the unrelenting
struggle to eliminate the landlord remnants we must under no circumstances allow any
attempt to eliminate the rich peasantry. " During the land investigation of July, we have
not yet found a theory openly advocating the elimination of the rich peasants but we
found the phenomenon in many places in which a rich peasant element was treated as a
landlord thereby confiscating all his family property. The origin of this mistake is due to
the elimination of labour power of the rich peasant. When we stated that "those who
possess no labour power or only incidental labour power and exploit rent for land are
landlords," in some places those who employed a considerable number of labouring
elements in production, which was [thus] considered a kind of " incidental labour power,"
were construed as landlords. In some places the rich peasants who concurrently practiced
usurious exploitation were regarded as "usurers", such rich peasants were treated in
accordance with the measures of "eliminating usurers." In some places, old accounts were
settled by going back to some years prior to the [1925-271 Revolution; someone who had
employed regular farmhand five to six years or even a dozen years or so before the
Revolution were also regarded as rich peasants; or well-to-do middle peasants who had
employed regular farmhand merely for one or two years and have since never done so
were also thrown into the rich peasant category. Even more serious was the case in the
past in a certain place of Hsiangkuo County. The method there differentiated the
landlords from the rich peasants by the type and extent of exploitation. Those who
practiced three kinds of exploitation were called landlords, two kinds rich peasants. For
instance, if one has hired regular farmhand, collected rent, and also extended loans, he
was in-short classified as a landlord regardless of how many people there were [then] in
that family who could work. There was also the question of "reactionary rich peasants "
which turned out to be considerable absurdity in many places. In Wuyang District there
was a rich peasant family who was also a merchant having seven people to feed. In the
past a member of the family who had joined the A-B Corps was killed two years ago.
Because of this, comrades there, two years later, insisted that they must confiscate the
entire [family] property. In many other places many a similar incident took place. Many
of the masses demanded punitive measures against those rich peasants who, prior to the
Uprising, had taken part in, not very serious, counter-revolutionary activity, like
participating in the type of "collecting thirty percent rent in grain"(as in Juichin), and
have not since taken part in any counter-revolutionary activity over the post-Uprising
years; and some of our comrades wanted, of necessity, to confiscate their property.



Correctly speaking, our measure of dealing with the [ rich peasant ] elements of this type
should be different in tactics in the consolidated region and in the non-consolidated
region and in the non-consolidated border region. In the border region, unquestionably
we employ a strict method of suppressing all the counter-revolutionary elements
including the rich peasants; in the Central Area it should be determined according to
situations. Those who have committed a serious counter-revolutionary action prior to the
Uprising or those who are still engaged in counter-revolutionary activity should of course
be subjected to resolute confiscation. Others should not be subjected to confiscation.
Except the person in a certain family and the elements who are directly involved with
him in counter-revolutionary activity, other people should not be subjected to
confiscation. Such will be the correct treatment.

7. THE DEPARTMENT OF THE WORKERS' AND PEASANTS' INSPECTION
HAS NOT ASSUMED ITS OWN RESPONSIBILITY AND COMMITTED SOME
MISTAKES

Many of our comrades in the department of the workers' and peasants' inspection do not
understand that the duration of the land investigation campaign is the best opportunity to
commence a thorough struggle, to combat bureaucratism, corruption and passive
sabotage, and to drive class heretics out of the soviet [organs]. Our work on these
elements has been extraordinarily inadequate. Many of our comrades in the department of
the workers' and peasants' inspection have demonstrated, in the face of this violent class
struggle, their passivism and vacillations, and their bureaucratism and formalism. In some
extreme cases, for instance, the chief of the section of the workers' and peasants'
inspection of the Municipal Soviet of Juichin and the chief of the tribunal section of the
Municipal Soviet of Paopi committed an exceedingly serious crime of corruption
[embezzlement of some 1,000 yuan of public funds). The chief of the section of the
workers' and peasants' inspection of Tut'ou District neither criticized nor arrested the
chairman of the District Soviet who has abandoned and neglected the land investigation
campaign. In some places the prosecution drive of the department of workers' and
peasants' inspection has again gone into another wrong direction by treating the question
of love as decadent and the taking of things of landlords as corrupt. They proceeded to
prosecute these elements even on public trial. In some places they dismissed those who
committed trivial mistakes in their duties, and they did not initiate self-criticism
systematically to commence a thorough struggle. They spared themselves with this
arduous work and substituted a simplified punitism for it. Needless to say, those among
the working personnel of the soviets who committed chronic and serious ,mistakes should
be washed out resolutely, but to dismiss from duties those, whose mistakes did not reach
this extent is an excess. As to the question of class heretics, it generally concerns only
one’s class origin, not one's work; only if one's background happens to be bad is he called
a class heretic, and is dismissed regardless of how long a history of struggle he has
behind him, regardless of how correctly he has carried on the policy of the party and



soviet in the past and at present. True, we should resolutely wash out those class heretics
and should without question wash out those whose class origin is bad and whose work is
also bad (including the landlords, rich peasants, passive saboteurs and corrupt and
decadent elements ) . But if those who are not in this category are to be purged, it is an
excess.

8. ON THE ART OF LEADERSHIP IN THE LAND INVESTIGATION
STRUGGLE

If we understand the task and policy and yet if we do not possess the Bolshevik art of
leading the mass struggle we still cannot commence the land investigation campaign. In
the opening of this essay mention has been made of very many good examples of leading
the struggle in the places like Jent’ien District and others but in many others places many
mistakes were committed over this question. In some places we did now know how to use
various methods to spur the struggle in the large backward villages where the landlords
and rich peasants were concentrated. That is to say, if such a large village existed, we
should first of all capture the most notoriously bad haoshen and landlords whom the
masses called "big tigers." Only this way can we initiate the struggle in the locality.
Nevertheless our comrades did not do this way. As regards the best method to spur the
mass struggle through the utilization of the distribution of the confiscated items, they did
not know how to use it in many places. In Watzu hsiang of T'aching District of Juichin
they distributed things, worst of all, only to land investigation cadres and poor peasants
corps members while issuing none to others. The reason was that if one was not active he
does not deserve it. In some places the distribution of confiscated things was very slow.
In some extreme cases even when a month or so has passed after confiscation,
distribution to the masses was not done. The distribution of the confiscated land was even
more slower. Comrades in quite a few places did not know how to mobilize various
departments of the soviets and mass organizations; nor did they know how to mobilize
the available party and youth league members to play the nucleus leadership role in the
mass organizations, villages and residences. Unable to push forward the work they said
there had been no way out here at the outset. In some places with the mass struggle for
class examination already in full swing, many people came to report on the landlords and
rich peasants and asked for examination and confiscation. At the time comrades could not
immediately seize on the popular enthusiasm to lead the masses to further the struggle so
as to carry the work of class examination into the villages. In some places, when the
popular zeal in struggle, after a round of investigation, could not continue to surge
upward and reached the state of stalemate, our comrades were unable to use various
methods to invigorate the masses, to make the struggle continually surge upward leading
right up to the stage of eliminating all the feudal remnants. In many places, when the
mass zeal in struggle, after going through the land investigation campaign, had erupted,
they did not know how to organize the zeal of this sort into other fronts. For instance,
when the masses did secure things and land, they did not then at the mass meeting or at
all other propitious opportunities incite the masses to enlist in the Red Army, purchase
public bonds, to join cooperatives, to accelerate the harvest work and autumn cultivation,
to set up clubs and study groups, and to develop evening and primary schools. They
missed such a best opportunity, and only until the high-level [organ] pressed for these did



they start all over again to wage propaganda and agitation. Such a leadership of tailism,
following behind the poplar enthusiasm in struggle is the most harmful one to the
revolutionary work.

In many other places, on the other hand, there occurred again the evil phenomenon of
savagery by a few people. We have emphasized that, in combatting the apathy in winning
a great majority of the masses and the work style of commandism, we only need to be
persevering and enduring with the work of spurring and winning the masses. Only then
can we gain the support of the great majority of the masses and reach the goal of
eliminating the feudal remnants. Such a mass work is the only guarantee for executing
the class line. The land investigation campaign should commence a broad propaganda in
all the villages and residences, to expound to the masses the need of the land
investigation campaign, explaining that the land investigation is not a land distribution,
and that the class examination is not to examine the classes of middle and poor peasant
and farmhand. Particularly important is to give a clear analysis as to what constitutes
landlords, rich and middle peasants. Village and residence meetings should not be held
only once. Especially, backward villages and residences should hold more than one
meeting and should not let a single person of the revolutionary masses get away from
listening to our propaganda. To reach this goal we should first explain clearly to all the
active elements in the representative council of the hsiang soviet, labour unions, poor
peasant corps, women workers' and peasants' associations, as well as other mass
organizations, through whom we should wage propaganda to the broad masses. Class
examination should be carried out not by a few people but by sparring many people.
Passage of class status should be made not merely by the poor peasant corps, the hsiang
soviet, and the district soviet, but by a mass meeting held in the village or residence of
the confiscates to secure popular approval; only then can confiscation be carried out. In
distributing assets, we should issue them to the people of the village or residence
involved to win popular satisfaction. All this is to win a great majority of the masses. The
working personnel of the party and soviet should not lose sight of the great majority of
the masses on every occasion and in every work. The masses we should face up to is the
great majority of the masses; the deepening of our work among the masses is to penetrate
the masses in all the villages, large or small, and in all the cities and towns, large or
small. We should strictly combat the mistaken method of closed doorism and
commandism followed by a minority. Our comrades in many places, however, have
never done [their work] this way. In Juichin [ County ]|, there are very many districts and
hsiang where not one class discussion has been held with the masses (no analysis has
been made as to what constitutes landlords, rich and middle peasants). In many places of
Juichin and other counties it was discovered that they just set out to investigate [classes ]
in every instance without going through propaganda so as to drive the landlords and rich
peasants to fabricate rumors and cheat the middle peasants or say that there were very
many landlords and rich peasants in the Asiang or state that there were a few hundred
landlord families who were going to be investigated (Juichin). Furthermore, our
comrades did not know clearly the method of conducting "class talk's" to break up this
kind of rumor. Landlords in Kuangch'an said: "The land investigation is what the Central
Government is going to make those who did not pay debt in the past, pay their debt to the
Central Government". Yet our comrades did not go out immediately to break and expose



such a devilish talk. In Several hsiang of T aching District they not only did not wage
any propaganda, but the class examination was undertaken merely by a few people of :the
land investigation committee. Passage of class [status] did neither go through the mass
meeting nor through the poor peasant corps. They said: "The masses are unreliable and
do not know how to analyze classes. To bring up class status at the mass meeting for
passage is to cause dispute. It is all the more reliable to have it passed by the land
investigation committee alone." This theory of the comrades in T'aching District can truly
be a fantastic story in the whole world! In goodly many places landlords and their
properties were confiscated not in the daytime but in the evening. The only reason was
that they were afraid that the landlords would run way. In one place a mass meeting was
held using the technique of holding an "all-district meeting but no more than a couple or
hundred of people attended. Three people took turns to speak from the morning to the
afternoon not letting the masses take intermissions, nor letting them drink water or eat.
They said that they were afraid that the masses would run away. Such a barbarous
method can also be a fantastic one of its kind.

9. DEVELOP A TWO-FRONT STRUGGLE TO OVERCOME THE MISTAKES
AND WIN A THOROUGH VICTORY IN THE LAND INVESTIGATION
CAMPAIGN

Undoubtedly the land investigation campaign has been unleashed over vast areas.
However. when this campaign is in progress, when we correctly estimate the achievement
already gained and consolidate the foundation of growth of the campaign, we should yet
realize with vigilance, obstacles to be encountered in the course of the campaign. Only
through the unleashing of the fire power of the two-front struggle to clear away these
obstacles, can we advance the land investigation campaign even more rapidly. To start
the fight against the Rightist thought, to combat the underestimation of the grave
significance of the land investigation campaign, to combat the compromise and the
surrender to the landlords and rich peasants, and to combat the tailism in leadership of the
mass struggle, are the responsibility of every Communist Party member. At the same
time, attention of all the party members should be focused on the danger of encroaching
on the middle peasants and a "severe blow should be dealt to any attempt to violate the
interests of the middle peasants," for this is the sufficiently serious danger which has been
manifested in the present work of land investigation. Incorrect ideas about the rich
peasants, too, will undoubtedly affect the middle peasants. All barbarous acts of
commandism are of the greatest harm to the alliance with the middle peasants. Only upon
elimination of all obstacles in the course of the land investigation campaign by the fire
power of the two-front struggle, the campaign will make great strides forward, and its
thorough victory will be sufficiently assured.

THE LAND INVESTIGATION
CAMPAIGN IS THE CENTRAL



IMPORTANT TASK IN THE VAST
(SOVIET) AREAS

August 31, 1933

[ Taken from Hung-ch’i Chou-Pao (Red Flag Weekly), No. 59, August 31, 1933. ]

All the past experiences prove that only through the correct solution of the land question,
only through the resolute class slogan under which the flame of class struggle in the
countryside is whipped up to the highest degree, can we spur the broad peasant masses to
participate under the leadership of the proletariat in the revolutionary war, in the
construction of the Soviet Areas in the various spheres, and in the building of a firm
revolutionary base to further strengthen the soviet movement and score greater progress
and victory.

According to the experience in developing the land revolution, the growth of class
struggle in the countryside calls for three general stages to follow, namely, 1) the stage of
land confiscation and distribution, 2) the stage of land investigation, 3) the stage of land
construction . Based on the three stages of development in the land struggle, there exist
generally three types of regions regardless of any soviet area, namely, 1) the region where
the struggle has deepened, 2) the region where the struggle has relatively fallen behind, 3
) the region where the struggle is newly developing.

In the newly developing region, the development of land struggle is still at the stage of
land confiscation and distribution. The central question at this stage is to overturn by
armed power the political power of the landlord class, to establish a revolutionary
provisional political power (the Revolutionary Committee), to build a local armed force
of the workers and peasants as well as revolutionary mass organizations, to confiscate the
land and property belonging to the landlord class plus the land of rich peasants to be
divided among the hired hands, poor peasants, middle peasants, to give the rich peasants
the poor land, to nullify debts and to burn land titles and IOUs. Involved in the struggle at
this stage is the whole range of struggle in which the revolution commences battle with
the counter-revolution by the revolution and implementing the disposition of their land
and property.

In the region where the struggle has deepened, a firm soviet political power has been
established and local armed forces and revolutionary mass organizations have developed
extensively; the feudal forces of landlords and rich peasants have been completely
defeated and the land has been thoroughly distributed. The struggle of the peasant masses
over the land question has advanced to the stage of improving the soil and developing
soil productivity. Therefore, the central question here is one of land construction.



In the region where the struggle has fallen behind, its stage of development is between
the two stages mentioned above. It has moved into the period of a formal political power
from that of a provisional political power but it has not yet reached the period completely
consolidating the political power. Here the open counter-revolutionary struggle of the
landlords and rich peasants have been defeated by the revolutionary masses in the first
period. From that time on, many of these elements would turn about, take off their
counter-revolutionary mask and put on the revolutionary mask. They too approve the
revolution and the land redistribution as well, and call themselves poor peasants and
demand that the land be distributed to them accordingly. They act actively by virtue of
their historical advantage in that "come to think of talking, they can talk; come to think of
writing, they can write." Therefore, during the first period they have taken advantage of
the opportunity to snatch away the fruit of land revolution. Facts in many places proved
that they are dominating the provisional political power by sneaking into the local armed
forces and manipulating the revolutionary organizations to get more and better land than
what the poor peasants have obtained. Having moved into the second, some of those
sham revolutionary elements have been washed out because of the pressure of the upper-
level government as well as the advancement of mass struggle, and because the
Revolutionary Committee has been reconstructed into the soviet, and the mass
organizations and local armed forces have undergone the preliminary reform and further
growth. In many places the land has been divided twice, even three or four times, and the
land stolen by the landlords and rich peasants has been in par liquidated. However, there
are still many class heretics hidden among the soviet mass organizations and local armed
forces. There they "carry Red ribbons to be called comrades," there they fabricate rumors
and hold secret meetings, there they accuse the masses of "left opportunism," of "random
beating of local bullies," and of "public revenge for private animosity." Or they "speak
articulately at a meeting but carry out none after the meeting." When the struggle
becomes violent, they organize secret counter-revolutionary organizations like the KMT,
the Social Democratic Party, the A-B Corps, and a New Communist Party, as well as all
kinds of things, to subvert the revolution and try to murder revolutionary activities. In
short, the landlord and rich peasant classes suppress the mass struggle through various
methods and attempt to preserve their rights to political power, land and property and
perpetuate their remaining feudal forces. In these regions serious struggles are being
waged between the revolutionary masses and the landlords and rich peasants. The
struggle here, however, is not like the open struggle between the Red banner during the
first period but a struggle between the revolutionary peasant masses and the masked
landlords and rich peasants elements. The struggle of this kind has its special difficulty,
that is, the peasant masses cannot as nearly clearly recognize at a first glance hidden
counter-revolutionary as the open counter-revolutionary. In addition, in view of the
various deep-rooted feudal relations like the clannish ones, it is not an easy matter for the
peasants to attain the degree of class consciousness, so that they can generally recognize
that the feudal remnants should be stamped out eventually. This means that the
Communist Party and the soviet government must certainly be patient in explaining to the
peasants, they must engage in many trying tasks, and that they must have the correct class
line and the [correct] method of the mass work. The central question here is the question
of land investigation and class investigation. Unless this question is solved, revolutionary
activeness of the peasant masses cannot be developed to the fullest, feudal remnant forces



cannot be completely smashed; nor the soviet can [carry on] the important tasks as to
attain the maximum degree of consolidation and expansion of the Red Army, to expand
the local armed forces and implement land construction as well as economic construction,
and to develop culture and education. [Otherwise], in no way can all this gain its
maximum success. Therefore land investigation campaign is the most central and most
important task in these regions.

Speaking of the Central Soviet Area [i.e. Kiangsi Soviet], most part of the Area constitute
the regions where the struggle of this kind has relatively fallen behind, such as the
thirteen whole counties, Huich’ang, Hsianwu, Anyuan, Hsianfeng, Loan, Yuhuang,
Kwangch’ang, Shihch’eng, Chienning, Lich’uan. Ninghua, Ch’angting and Wup’ing,
most of the counties like Juichin. Yutu, Posheng, Shengli. And Yungfeng, portions of the
counties like Kunglueh, Want’ai, Kanhsien, Shanghang, Yungting, and Hsinch’uan and
even the county Hsiangkuo, too has two districts Chunch’un and Huangt’ang.

All these represent the regions where the land question has not yet been thoroughly
resolved.

The peasant masses of these regions have not yet been spurred broadly; the feudal forces
have not yet been beaten decisively, and in the soviets, in the mass organizations, and in
the local armed forces, there are still numerous class heretics who are surreptitiously
active; there are still numerous counter-revolutionary secret organizations which are
secretly engaging in the subversion of the revolution. For this reason, war mobilization
and economic and cultural construction all have fallen far behind the advanced areas
(nearly the entire county of Hsiangkuo, section of the counties Shengli, Kanhsien,
Wangt’ai, Kunglueh, Yungfeng, and Shanghang, Huangp’o District of Posheng, Wuyang
District of Juichin, Hsianp’o District of Yutu, Hsinan District of Yungting, and etc.).
These regions occupy nearly eighty percent of the Central [Soviet] Area in acreage and
contain more than two million people. In this vast area to carry out an all-round
deepening land investigation campaign, to kindle to the maximum degree the flame of
class struggle among the masses of two million people and more, to wage a final war
against the feudal forces to destroy them once and for all, are the tasks that the
Communist Party and the Soviet Government cannot afford to relax for a moment.

REPORT TO THE 2" NATIONAL
CONGRESS OF WORKER'S AND
PEASANT'S REPRESENTATIVES

January 23, 1934

[This is a report presented by comrade Mao before the Second National Congress of
worker’s and peasant’s deputies, held in Juichin in Kiangsi, on January 23, 1934.



Extracted from ‘Chinese worker’s correspondence’ Shanghai, Vol. 4. No. 11, March 31,
1934. (Please also see Mao’s article ‘Our economic work’, SSW., Vol. I, p,141.)]

1. THE PRESENT SITUATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF SOVIET
MOVEMENT

Two years have elapsed since the 1% National Soviet Congress convened. Facts and
events of the past two years tell us that the imperialist Kuomintang rule has further
declined in the process of its debacle while the Soviet movement proceeded and
developed vigorously towards its victory!

Now we have arrived at the era when the Chinese Revolution has become further acute
and the whole world is passing its transitory period leading to a new turn of war and
revolution. The opposition of the socialist world to the capitalist world has become much
sharper. On the one hand, the socialist construction in the Soviet Union and the peace
policy of the Soviet Government have achieved sweeping success, all conducive to the
consolidation of the position of the Soviet Union, in sharp contradiction to the capitalist
world where the eversharpening of the economic crises has led the imperialist powers to
seek a workable solution in the attack on the Soviet Union and China. Preparations for
the intervention against the Soviet Union have never ceased for a single minute while the
imperialist division of China and the intervention against the Chinese revolution are in
full swing.

But the world proletariat revolution and the revolution of the oppressed nations are
extending in every direction precisely under the influence of the successful socialist
construction in the Soviet Union and in face of the menace of the imperialist crisis and
war. A part of the world revolution, the Chinese revolution, is growing out of the
sharpening of the national crisis, the collapse of national economy, the success of the
Soviet movement at an accelerated pace, resulting in pushing the Chinese revolution to
the foreground in the world revolution.

The dominating factors of the present Chinese situation are: Wide civil war; death-and-
life struggle between revolution and counter-revolution; sharp contrast between the
worker-peasant Soviet power and the Kuomintang power of landlords and bourgeoisie.
On the one hand, the Soviet power is summoning, organizing, and leading the country-
wide masses to fight in national revolutionary war to overthrow the rule of landlords and
bourgeoisie throughout the country; to oust imperialism from oppression and exploitation
by imperialists and Kuomintang; to save the country from colonization and to build up
Soviet China of complete freedom, independence and territorial integrity.

The growing acute contrast between the two powers cannot but promote the death-and-
life struggle between them to assume more and more violent proportions,. It had now
come to the decisive historical stage of the struggle. The Kuomintang is launching its 5™
offensive against us. The historical task of the soviet power is : to summon, to organize



and to lead all revolutionary masses both in the Soviet Districts and in other parts of the
country to fight in this decisive war; to mobilize broad worker-peasant masses to join the
Red Army; to improve the political, cultural and technical levels of the Red Army; to
enlarge the local armed forces and partisans; to agitate for broad partisan wars; to
strengthen the concentrated and unified leadership of the Soviet over all Soviet districts
and Red Army; to strengthen the working speed and quality of the Soviet work in every
field; to strengthen the financial and economical work of the Soviet so as to guarantee the
material demands of the revolutionary war; to develop the class struggle of the working
masses; to organize the revolutionary initiative of the working masses into the struggle of
smashing the 5™ offensive of the enemy; to develop the agrarian revolution of the
peasants; to mobilize the broad masses to fight for the acquisition and protection of land;
to call all working and peasant masses of the Soviet Districts and throughout China to
fight with all efforts and at all cost in the revolutionary war. This is the way to smash the
5" offensive of imperialists and the Kuomintang, to save China from being colonized and
to attain the soviet victory in one or several provinces and in the whole territory of China!

2. THE ANTI-IMPERIALIST MOVEMENT

The greatest events in the past two years in China since the inauguration of the
Provisional soviet Central Government were imperialist attacks and the 4™ and 5™
offensives waged upon revolution by counter-revolution. The occupation of Manchuria,
Mongolia and North China by Japanese robbers and the intensified control of Tibet,
Sikong, Yunnan, the Yangtze Valley by British, French and American imperialists, are all
directed by the Imperialists to wreck the Chinese Soviet power and to completely enslave
the Chinese nation as a preliminary step towards the war against the USSR. The
Kuomintang of landlords and bourgeoisie still sticks to its long followed policy of
capitulation while, on the contrary, the anti-imperialist movement of the country-wide
revolutionary masses, with the unprecedented national crisis before them, has developed
with extreme violence.

At the present movement two powers of opposite directions are laid before the country-
wide revolutionary masses: the Kuomintang which surrenders completely to imperialism
with all means suppresses the anti-imperialistic masses; the Soviet which is determinably
anti-imperialistic and does its best to support and lead the anti-imperialist movement.

In the past two years the Provisional Soviet Central Government has repeatedly circulated
statements denouncing the predatory wars waged by the Japanese Imperialists and the
traitorous capitulation of Kuomintang. On April 14, 1932, the Provisional Central
Government formally declared war on Japan and issued mobilization orders for war
against her. The Provisional Central Government and the Revolutionary Military Council
have more than once announced their readiness to conclude agreement with any armed
unit of the Kuomintang for joint anti-Japanese and anti-imperialist military movement
under the following conditions: (1) Immediate stop of offensive against the Soviet
districts; (2) Guarantee of Civil rights for the masses; (3) Arming of the masses and
creation of anti-Japanese volunteers. The Tankoo Agreement concluded between the
Kuomintang and Japan on May 30, 1933, and Sino-Japanese direct negotiations since



then are policies and actions against the national interests but repeatedly repudiated by
the Provisional Central Government in its statements made public of late. The Soviet has
supported the anti-Japanese struggle in any and every part of the country. To speak alone
of the anti-Japanese strike of the textile workers in West Shanghai. 1932, the Soviet aided
them with $ 16, 000.

In the Soviet territories, imperialist privileges have been abolished and imperialist
influence wiped out. Imperialist pastors and fathers were ousted by the masses; estates of
the people seized by imperialist missionaries were returned, missionary schools were
turned into Soviet schools. In short, the Soviet districts in China alone are liberated from
the imperialist yoke.

These facts point to one thing; the Soviet is the sole anti-imperialist government. The
Soviet Government wants to make known to the country-wide masses: the greatest
responsibility of the Soviet and the whole masses is to win victory over imperialists by
means of direct war. The fulfillment of this work depends upon the development of the
mass anti-imperialist struggle. First of all, the lackey of Imperialism, the Kuomintang,
should be smashed because it is the greatest obstacle on the way before the anti-
imperialist Soviet and masses.

3. THE IMPERIALIST - KUOMINTANG OFFENSIVE REPULSED

Because the Chinese Soviet districts are the revolutionary base for the Chinese anti-
imperialist movement, because the Chinese Red Army is the main pillar of the Chinese
anti-imperialist forces, and because the Soviet movement and the revolutionary war are
proceeding violently, the Kuomintang with the direct help of the imperialists and with all
force at its disposal, waged four offensives and is now waging the 5th one against the
Soviet and Red Armies in an attempt to put down the Chinese revolution and to fulfill its
task of cleaning the ground for imperialism. But every offensive of imperialism and the
Kuomintang ended in glaring failure. The victories of the Soviet and Red Armies have
further confirmed the belief of the country-wide masses that the Soviet and Red Armies
alone are fighting for the national independence and freedom, and that they are the sole
forces for the salvation of China.

The 4™ offensive of the enemy began right after the Kuomintang had surrendered
Manchuria to the Japanese and concluded the Shanghai Truce Agreement of May 5",
1932. The traitorous Kuomintang did not mobilize a single soldier to fight the Japanese
aggression. On the contrary, despite the fact that the Soviet and Red Armies have more
than once proposed to conclude an anti-Japanese military agreement with any anti-
Japanese troops, the Kuomintang, led by Chiang Kai-shek, chief of all traitors,
concentrated hundreds of thousands of troops to attack the Hupeh-Honan-Anhui and
Hunan-Hupeh West Soviet districts and forced the Red Armies to withdraw from the
cordon they formed around the district of Wu-Han. On our side, because of some tactical
mistakes, coupled with our reluctance to have a direct clash with a force of the enemy
which was overwhelmingly stronger than ours, the 4™ Red Army Corps was obliged to
withdraw from the Hupeh-Honan-Anhui Soviet district and began the famous expedition



to Szechuen where a new and big Soviet base embracing Tungkiang, Bachun, Nanking,
Hsunhan and Suiting has been created. During the expedition, the 4™ Red Army corps
had widely disseminated seeds of the Soviet in the comparatively revolutionary backward
zones of the Northwest where broad revolutionary struggle of the masses have been
brought up to develop. In not more than one year, the 4" Red Army Corps has sovietized
more than ten Asien and called forth leaning of the Szechuen toiling masses and soldiers
of the White troops toward the Soviet revolution. Meantime the 2" Red Army Corps
which evacuated from the Hung Lake Zone not only has suffered no serious loss but also
gained new success in the Szechuen-Hupeh-Hunan frontier regions in its operation in
coordination with the 4™ Red Army Corps. Even in the Hung Lake zone, Red partisans
are still active. In the Hupeh-Honan-Anhui Soviet district, we did not lose much of our
base. On the contrary, we are now very successful there in the strife to consolidate our
position and to develop partisan wars in the surrounding neighborhood.

As to the Central Soviet District (Kiangsi), it is the location of the Central Soviet
Government headquarters of the country-wide Soviet movement and the chief target of
the offensive of the enemy. Around this district and its neighbouring Soviet zones the
enemy has concentrated most of its forces in the so-called "Central Government" troops,
the units under the command of militarists Chiang Kwang-lai, Tsai Ting-Kai, together
with those under the command of Kwangtung, Kwangsi, and Hunan warlords. Through
one year's hard struggles, we have gained unprecedented success. The biggest victory
was that we gained in the spring of 1933 when the Red Armies of the Cen