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CHAPTER ONE o

INTRODUCTION

OMRADES' I MUST APOLOGISE It is «':1u1te some-.

& time since you asked me to give you a talk but I have - '

had to delay coming until today The question I am
going to. talk about is the cultivation of Commiunist Party

‘members. think that it may not be ‘unprofitable for

us. to talk about this question at a time when we are:

- facing the basic task of building and’ consohdatmg the

Party. I want to divide my talk 1nto several parts, so
today I shall deal with one part only, 1eav1ng the rest

for next time. In order- to enable many of the younger

comrades to understand; I shall have to give more ex-
planations and exampies -on -certain questlons. . Con-

“sequently, I cannot make my talk very succinei, This I
- must make clear at the very beginning.‘

Why Must Commum.,t Parly Members

Undertake Self-cultwatmn"

~ Comrades, why must Communist Party members
undertake self-cultivation? : '



Ever since man came into the World in order to be
‘able to 11ve he has had to struggle against nature to
produce the materlgl values essential to h1s exzstence

However, men carry on a struggle agamst nature and
utilise nature for ‘the production of material- values not in
isolation from each o‘cher :not as separate md1v1duals but in

. commaon, in groups, in societies. Production, therefore, is at
dll times and under all conditions social production. - In the
preduction of materla:, values men enter into miutual relations
) . of one kind or another within production,  into relations of
production of one kind or another.. (The History of the
o Commanist Party of the Soviet Union (B) Short Course,

. Engl_sh edition, 1851, - PP. 188 -189) R T

Thus, ‘the struggle carrled on by men agamst nature
for productlon is social in cnaracter It is a struggle of

men as social beings agamst nature. It is in this cease- -

¢ - less struggle against natu.re that human bemgs have

“beén conunuous1y changmg nature and simultanecusly

" themselves:and have changed their relations with one an-

other. It is in the course of the long struggle of -then

, as social. bemﬁs against nature, that men’s physical forms

(hands, feet, posture, etc.), their social relations, their

‘forms of social organisation as-well ' as their brains,

ideology, ete. are all conunuously bemg changed and im-
proved. - ThlS is because. -

The first feature of production is that it never stéy_s at
one point for a long time and is always in a state oi change
‘and development, and ihat furthermore, changes in%he mode

of nroduc tion inevitably call forth changes: ¢n the whole

social system, social ideas, political -views and political

) .

institutions. (The History of .the Communist Party of the .

Soviet Union (B) Short Course, Enghsh edl‘cmn 1951 PD.

180-190)

~ Man has evelved from animals. In ancient times,
man’s mode of life, social _.organisation. and ideology, ete.
were different from what they are today. In the future,
man’s mode of life, social organisation, 1deology, ete. W111 ;
also be different from what they are today.

Humanity itself and human society aré-a kind of
process of historical evolution. They are developing and
changing and they can be, and-have already ‘been, con-
tmuously changed in'the course of struggle.

When human society developed to a certain hlstoncal
stage, class society arose. ‘Thereafter, men 'in a class
society existed as men of a given ~class. 'According to
the principles of Marxist. philosophy, men’s social being
determines their 1deolo°y. Thus, in a class soczety men’s
ideology represents the ideoclogy of a given social class.
. In. a class society there are ceaseless class’ struggles.
Thus ‘in the course of constant struggle -against: nature
and constant class struggle in society, men change nature
change soc1ety and at the same time changé their own
ideclogy. SRS ,

“Marx once told the workers:

It is not only for the purpose of changing the -existing
social relations but aiso for the purpose of chaligmg your-
selves and making yourselves into talented people capable
oi carrying on ‘political rule’ that “you will have to £0
through fifteen, twenty, or _ﬁfty yeaxs ‘of .civil and inter- -
national ‘wars. - o : ' '



In other words, men chanﬁge‘themselves‘nbt only in

their sti'uggle against nature but also in, constant social

strudgle The proletariat will also have to consciously go
throuvh a long perlod of soc;al stru gle to change society
and 1tse1f : : ,

Thus, men should regard themselves as J—being in.
need of, and capable-of; being changed. They should not ,

look upon themselves as somethmc unchanging, perfect,
‘holy and beyond reform. It is mo dlsgrace to regard this
as necessary because 1t conforms to the inevitable laws of
natural and social evolution; Stherwise, men cannot make
progress. . ' I

We Commumst Party members are 'the most advanced

revolutionaries: in modern history and are the contern-

porary ﬁghtmg,and driving force in enanglng society and_
 the world.  Revolutionaries exist because counter-revolu-

' tionaries still exist. Therefore, to conduct a ceaseless: '
struggle’ against the counter-revolutionaries Lonstltutes' §

an essential condition for the existence and oevelopment

of the revolutzonarles If they fail to carry on such a -

struggle, they cannot be called revolutionaries and still
less can they advance and develop. It _is in the course
of this ceaseless struggle against the counter-revolution-
" aries that Communist Parfy: members change society,

change the. world and at the Same ‘c1me cnange themselves :

A Commumst Party member changes ‘himself througn
the strtiggle agamst counter revolution in various fields.
It means that to achleve ones own progress and to: raise
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one’s revolutionary. .qualities and technique ‘requires the |
unification of the following two aspects: one’s steeling in
the practlcal struggle and the cultivation of one’s ideas.
To pass from a novice. to a mature and Well-expenenced
revolutionary able to cope with any situation calls for
a very long process of revolutionary steeling and cultiva-
tion, that is,’a long proeess.of reformation. A compara-
tively inexperienced revolutlonary is still unable to ac-
quire a really profound understandmg of the enemy, of
himself, of the laws of social development and the laws
of the revolution because he has grewn up in the old
society and naturally has brought with him remnants
of various ideologies, prejudices ‘and habits of the old
society and because he is' still inexperienced and has
not yet undergone a lohg period of revolutionar‘y practice.
; \ .

In order to change this situation, besides studymg
revolutlonary ‘experiences from h;story (the- practlce of
our forefathers) he must himself participate in the con-
temporary revolutiohary practice. In this ‘i'evolut’ionary

" practice, that is, in the struggle against various counter-

revolutionary elemen‘cs he should develop his subjective

! initiative: and redouble his efforts in study and cultiva-

tion.  Only then will he be able to gradually learn from
his experience and to understand more profoundly -the
laws of social development and the laws of the revolu-
tion; be able to.understand the enemy and ‘himself; be

‘able to discover the incorrectness of his own former ideas,

habits and prejudices and to correct them; be able to

" raise the level of his consciousness, and his revolutionary

5.



qualities and improve his revolutionary methods, ete.
Therefore, in order to change himself and raise the level
of his cons'ciousriess, a revolutionary should not of .course
isolate himself from revolutionary practice, or abandon
his own subjective efforts to carry on self-cultivation and

to learn through practice (both his own practice and that -
of others). Without the latter it will still be 1mpess;b1e .

for a revolutionary to 1mprove himself.

For example, several Commumst Party members go -

together to take part in a certain revolutionary mass
struggle, undergo almost the same revolutionary practice
and yet in the end the influence exerted on these Party
members might be entirely different. Some may advance
- very quickly and some formerly backward members may

even overtake others. Some may advance very slowly.
Others may even begin to vacillate in the course of the

struggle, and the - revolutionary . practice, instead of

enabling them +to advance, has left them behind.
What is the cause of all this? ‘

Agam for example, many of our Communist Party
members took part in the Long March which was a
severe test for our Party members and which exercised
an - extremely progressive and positive influence among
Party members'and even among the broad masses of ‘the
people. However, in' the case of a very sraall number
of Party members the influence was just the opposite.
Having gone through the hard struggle of the Long\ March
and the 10 years’ Civil War, they grew fearful of this
hard struggle. - They attempted to retreat and run away.

6

Finally, they deserted the revolutionary ranks as a result
of outside inducement. - Many Party members took part
in the Long March and yet the influence upon them and

the results.thus obtained were vastly different. - What is‘
the cause of all this?

This is because these Party members possessed dlf—-
“ferent revolutlona*y qualities, because they developed in
different directions in revolutionary practice and because
they differed in their subjective efforts in re,vplutionary
practice, and in their degree and methods of self-cultiva-~
tion. -Because of the different qualities possessed by
revolutionaries and ‘the variation in their subJectlve ef-
forts and- self-cultivation, entirely different  or even

_ opposite results’ and influences may ensue. Such . cases

can be found even in your schoel. In the. school you all
receive the’same kind of education and tralmng ‘ How-~

' ever, because of your different qualities, ex_penences,,

cultural levels, subjective efforts and the degree  and
methods of self-cultivation, you may get different or
even opposite results. Have you. not noticed that a small

" number of people have moved further away from the_

revolution after receiving education and training in
schools in Yenan? This is due to the same cause.
- Hence, for a reveolutionary to change and improve him-
self, subjective effort, self-cultivation and learning in
the course of the revelutionary struggle are absolutely
necessary and. mdlspensable ' »

Not every revolutionary who has undergone the
steeling of long years of revolutionary struggie can de-

rq,



‘velop into a very good and experienced revolutionary,

chiefly because his own  efforts and self-cultivation are.

- insufficient. But all those who have succeeded in be-
coming very good and experienced revolutionaries must
certainly have gone through long years of steeling and

self-cultivation in the revolutlonary struggle Hence,

our Party membelrs can make themselves politically in-
flexible revolutionaries of high quality only by steeling

themselves, strengthenmg their self-cultivation, not losing -

their sense of the new 'and by improving their thmmng
ability in the course ®f the revolutionary. siruggle of ﬁ,e
broad masses under’ ail diffculties and haldshlps

Confucms sa1d:

At ﬁfteeq I had my mmd be nt on 1earn.ng At thirty,
I stood firm. At forty, T had no doubts. At fifty, I knew

the decre¢ of-Heaven. At sixty, my ear was an obedient

organ for the recepiion of truth. At seveanty, 1 could-follow
my heart’s desire, without. transgressmg what was right. -

Here Confuczus was relatinff ‘the process of his steel-"

ing and seli-cultivation. He- d1d not regard himself "as
a born ‘sage’.

‘Mer_lc_ius said:

When. Heaven is about to cobfer a ‘great office .on any
man, it first exercises his mingd with suffering, and his sinews
and bones ‘with toil. It exposes his body to hunger, and
subjects Him . fo ‘extreme poverty. It confounds his under-

. takirigs. By all these methods it stimulates his mind, hardens

. his nature and remedies his.incompetencies.

“What Mercius said also refers to the process of
steeling and self-culfivation that a.  great man must
undergo. As Communist Party " members have to
shoulder the unprecedentedly ‘great. office’ of changing
the world, it is all the more necessary for them to go
through such steeling and self-cultivation.

‘The cultivation of Communist Party members is a
revolutionary cultivation. We cannot carry on our cul-
tivation by divdrcing' ourselves from" revolutionary
practice or the practical revelutionary movement of the
broad toiling’ masses, particularly the proletarlan masses.
Theé aim of our cultivation is solely 10 serve the interests
of revolutionary practice and. to dlrect more effectlvely.
the practical revolutionary movement of the masses.
Herein lies the difference between our cultivation and
other idealistic, formal and abstract cultivations which
are divorced from sociaF practice. I shall make a fa.rther
brief ezplanatlon on- thls pomt later on.

Our . Party members should steel themselves and

' intensily their self-cultivation not only in the .course of
'arduous' difficult and even unsuccessful ‘revoluticnary

prantlce ‘but also-in the course of favourable successful
and victorious revolutionary practice. Some Party mem-
bers cannot keep their balance when they are heartened
by success and victory and become dizzy with victories.
Victory, success, the tribute paid them by the broad

“masses of the people "as well as a certain amount of

prestige which they enjoy among the masses make them
unscrupuleus, arrvogant, buregueratic. or even vacillating,

9



corrupt "and degenerate thus completely losing their
former revolutionary spirit. : .

These are individual cases Whiuh are frequently
found among our Communist Party members. The
existence of such phenomena within the Party should
serve as a serlous warning to our Pazt:y members for it
was almost an inevitable rule that such phencmens
existed among the revolutionaries of past. generations.
But 'such phenomena definitely will not. be tolerated. in
our Party. The revolutionaries of past generations, prior
to the success and victory of the revolutlon and their
-own success and victory, were able to represent the de-
‘mands of the progressive and oppressed masses and retain
their revolutionary qualities, but-as-soon as the revolution
and they themselves were ‘erowned with success and
victory: they would more often than not become corrupt,

- buréaucratic and degenerat te, ‘thus losing .their. revolu-
_tionary qualities and their progressive. character and be-
- coming obstacles to the revolution and .social evoldtion.

We know that many revcolutionaries in China in the

past  hundred years, or . more recently in the past
fifty years, began to show signs of corruptlon and de-
generation the moment they had achieved a certain mea-
sure of success and risen to some responsible position.
This is dye to the class basis of those revolutionaries of
past generations. Because the revolutionaries of the past
represented the exploiling classes they "naturally turned
‘around and oppressed the explolteci masses after the ‘Vic-
tory of their revolution snd ‘thus became obstacles to the

i

T e T R TR =
continuous progress of the revolution and social evolu-
tion. It is an inevitabie rule that the revolatlonarles of
the past would become ‘corrupt, bureaucratrc and even
degenerate and lose their revoluticnary qualities after the
v1ctory and success of the revoTutlo’l .

A

‘ However this cannot and will not be the case with
us Commumsts As the' exploited proletariat Whlf‘h we -
represent does not exploit anybody, it' can carry on the
revolution to the very end, completely liberate manl’mo
as a whole and eventually make a clean sweep of all forms
of - corruption,’ bureaucracy - and degeneracy’ in human
society. It ean build up a party and. State apparatus .
with - strict organisation®and discipline for the purpose .
of carrying on an irreconcilable struggle against all forms
of corruption, bureaucracy and degeneracy and to cease-
lessly purge the Party and the State apparatus of those
elements who are corrupt, bureaucratic and degenerate
in their work (no matter what ‘big- ~wigs’ such elements
are), so that the purity of’ the Party and the State ap=-

. paratus can be preserved. . : '

Thrs outs‘tandmg feature’ of the revolutionary Party
of the proletariat was nof, and could not be, found in
any of the révolutionary parties of the past. lnerefore
our Party members must clearly understand this' out-
stand.lng feature and see. to it that even in 'the course
-of the success and victory of the revolution and in the
course-of the infinite rise of our popularlty and authority
special care is taken to intensify our self- cultivation and
preserve our pure revolutlonary gualities so as to avmd

: ‘ ) . 1



at the very end going the way of the revolutionaries of
the past who became degenerabe after theéy-had been
crowned Wlth success. :

. Such revolutlonary steeling and cultivation are im®
portant for every cne of our Party members gnd parti-
cularly so for those new Party members of non-prolet-
arian origin,  Why are they particularly important for
" new. Party members of mnon-proletarian origin? - (1)

Precisely because such Party members are of non--

- proletarian origin, Lenin said that Party members of
worker origin have the innate quah’ues of the proletariat.
It follows then that Party members of other class origin

" naturally have the inrate qualities of other classes. = Al-

though they have accepted the Comimunist ideclogy today,

they more or less stnl retain remnants of non—Commumst
ideology and habits. (2) Precisely because they are new
Party members and have not yet undergone much steel-
ing. Therefore, they have to steel and cultivate them-,
"selves in the course of the revolutlonary struggle before
they can become good revolutionaries.

S‘teeling and ' cultivation. are - important for -every

Party member, whether he be a new member of non-
proletarian origin or even a vetéran membe; or a member
of proletarian origin. = This. is because our Communist -
Party did not.drop from the heavens but was born out of
_ Chinese society and because every member of .our Party

" came from this squalid old society of China and are still
“living in this society today. Hence, our Party members

have more or less brought with them remhants of the '

12 , S

ideology and habits of the old society and they remain
in constant association with all the squalid things of the
-old soclety ‘We are st111 in need of steeling and culhva- ’
tion in every respect for the sake of enhancing and pre-
serving our purity as the proletarian vanguard and for .
the sake of - razsmg our somal quahtles and revolutionary
techmque - i

That is the reason why Co*nmumst Party . memberx

\ must undertake se]f cultlvatlon

Sirive to Become the Best Pupils
of Marx, Engels, Lemn mﬂﬁl Stalin * .

To become a Commumst Party . member one is only
required to possess the qualifications as laid -down in.the
Party Constitution—namely, any person may become. a
member of ‘the Party who accepts the Programme and
Constitutioh of the Party, pays P'ar'ty:membership dues
and undertakes assigned tasks in one of the Party’s

. organisations. - These are .the minimum qualifications

that evéry Party member must’ possess. - Withiout these

quahﬁca’uons one cannot become a Party member.. But

every one of our Party members should not merely be a

_ member: of minimum- qualifications, should not merely
‘be satisfied with and should not confine hlmself to these

minimunr gualifications but should rather seek 16 make
progress -and ceaselessly raise his or her own conscious-
ness. and. uhdelsiandlng of Marxism-~Leninism. This is

" -also a duty to the Party and to the revolution, which must

not be- shlrked by any meémber of the Palty Tlns duty

13
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has also been included in the neﬁr'Party Constitution re- -
cently adopted by the Communist Party of the Soviet
- Union (B). However, in order tfo fulfill- this duty

satisfactorily ocur Party members must 1r’te"151fy their
own ‘steeling and cultivation.

Therefore the Goal of Party members in ste ling and
cuitivation should not. merely be the standard  of
minimurn qualifications but. should be the standard of

maximum qualifications. At- present we find it very .

difficult to define these maximum qualifications. How-
ever, we have before us the words and deeds, the achieve-
ments and qualities .of Marx, Engels, Lenin and. Stalin
throughout their lives as our examples.and as the criterion
of our cultivation. By cultivation is meant rajsing our
own qualities in every respect to the same level as those
of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin. Let us‘strive to be-

‘come their best pupils. In his speech. concerning the
: elections to-the Supreme Soviet Comrade Stalin said:

The electors, the people, must demand that their Deputies
should remain equal to their fasks; that in their work they
should not sink to the level of. political philistines; that in
their posts they should remain political figures of the Lenin
type; "hat as public figures they. should  be as' -clear and
definite as Lenin was; that they should be as fearle$s-in battle
and as merciless towards the enemies of the- people as Lenin
was; that they should be free from all panie, from any
semblance of panic as Lenin Was, When things begin to get

- complicated and some danger or other looms$ on the horizon;
that they should be as wise and deliberate in deciding com-
~ plex problems requiring: a comprehensive orientation and .a

‘comprehensive weighing of -all pros and cens as Lenin was;

4
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that they should be as uprlgnt and honest as, Lemn Was, that - -
they should love: their people as Lenin dld ;

‘This is a simple deseription of how to learn fro*‘ﬂ
Lemn a picture of Lenin’s best pupil. The cultlvatloni
_of Communist Farty members is for the purpose of learn-

" ing from Lenin exaetlv in such a way in order to be sucl'\

a pupil of Lenin.

Seme say.that it is impossible to .acquife the great
qualities- of revolutionary geniuses like Marx, Engels,
Lenin and Stalin and that it is also . 1mposs1b1e to raise .-
. Our -own qualities to the same -level as. that of Marx,
Engels Lenin and Stalin. They regara Marx, Engels,
Lenin and S"ahn as mystericus bemgs by birth. Is it
correct to- say this? I think not.- S

For so long as our. comrades cyenumely, reso’utely,
consciously and consistently - take up their stand as the -
-vanguard ﬁghtmg for the liberation of the proletariat,

-have a truly Communist outlook on life and world out-

look, and never divorce themselves for a single moment
from ‘the present-day great and profound revolutionary |
“movements of the proletamat and the masses of the peo- ;
‘ple, and make great efforts to learn, and to steel and
cultivate themselves, they will be perfectly able to raise

" their qualities and become as ‘cléar and definite’, as ‘fear-

less in b'attle and ‘merciless towards the enemies of the
péople’, as ‘free from all panic- and from .any semblance
-of pamc amldst difficulties and dangers, and as ‘upright

15
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and honest’ as Lenin. Was, and to i‘]fove “the  people’ as
Lenin did, and they will also be'perfectly able to employ
 the . Marxist-Leninist method. and approa"h in solving

complicated. problems, in. ﬂf‘mkm«‘ over the problems

from all angles and in Weighing aii pres and cons not-

withstanding the fact that tcday our. ordinary comrades '

are far from having such great talents, such wide scientific

knowledge, such an environment and good stamina for

learnlng as had Marx, Endels Lenin and Stalin and that
a great many of our comrades cannot expect to ach1eve
such- profound . erudition in the study of the theory’ of

 the proletarian revolution -as did Marxz, Engels, Lenin

and -Stalin.  -In other words, so long as we are det ermined
to study hard, and cultivate and steel ourselves, do not
divorce ourselves from the revolutlonary movement of
the masses of ‘the people; and master the methed of
Marxism-Leninism, we will be perfectly able to raise
our qualities to the level of those of the statesmen of the

Lenin type, so that in our work and struggle we can em-

ploy ihe -style of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin, that is,

to ‘remain political figures of the Lenin type’ and notf to.

‘sink to. the level of political philistine_s’.'

Mencius said: ‘Everybody can be a Yao or a Shun.’*
‘It means the same thing. We should not resign’ our-
. selves to despair and hesitate o go ahead when we first

perceive the qualitiés of such great revolutionaries as

*Yao and Shun are 1egendéry figures in ancient Chinese history
renowned for their benevolence and wisdom.

- 1‘6 . » - . . ."

-

Marx, Engels, vLenin and Stalin. To do so is to”become
just such a ‘political philistine’, ‘rotten. wood that cannot.
be carved’, and ‘a mud wall’.*’ ‘ :

. But diffevént kinds of people adopt different kinds
of attitudes towards lea‘*mnd from Marx, Engels, Lenin
and Stahn

;

The first kmd learns from Marx and Lenin without
penetrating into the essence of Marxism-Leninism but’
merely acquires a smattering of Marxism-Leninism. - Al-
though they read Marxist-Leéninist literature over and
over again and learn by heart many ready-made princi-
ples and conciusions from Marx, Engels, Lenin and
Stalin, yet théy are unable to use these principles and

conclusionis as methods to solve concrete and practical

problems. They feel content with reciting ~ these
principles and conclusions, which they jot‘ down and
make use of mechanically. Although they work under
the banner of Marxism' and consider themseiVes as
‘genuine’ Marxists, nevertheiess they are not genuif‘ie

" Marxists and their methods of work: are exattly the op-
' posite of Marxism-Leninism.

i

*Nmth Chapter of the Book of Confucian Analects: "Tsa1 Yu
being asleeép during the Qaynme Confucius said, ‘Rotfen wood cannot
be carved; a mud wall will not receive the trowel. This Yu !—

What is the use of my reproving him? -

17



Comrade Stalin wréte in an article in .commemora-
tion of the 50th anniversary of Lenin’s birthday: -
There are two groups of Marxists. ‘Both Worir. under the

banner of Marxism and consider themselves ‘genuine’
‘Marxists. Nevertheless, they are .by no means identical.

\Eore a veritable gulf divides them, for their methods of -

- work are dlametrlcady oppo<ed to each -other.

The first group usually conﬁnes itgelf to an outward
- acceptance, t0 a ceremonial ‘avowal of Marxism. Being
unable or unwillling to grasp the essence of Marxism, being
unable or unwilling to {ranslate it intc reality, it comverts
the’ living and revoluticnary principles of  Marxism into
lifeless dnd meaningless formulas. "It does not base its
activities on experlence on what practical work teaches, but
“on quotations from Marx. It does not derive its conclusions
«and directions from an analysis of actual realities, but from
analogies and historical parallels. ‘Discrepancy between word
and deed is the chief malady of’ th1s .group.

~This is -one kind of attltude toward learning from °

" Marx apd Lenin.

The. first kind - ¢f people once constituted a not in-
considerable number - within -the Communist Party of

China. The worst representatives amorng them were '

“even worse ‘than those mentioned above. In fact, they

- never really had any intention of studymg Marxism- -
" Leninistn, They did not concern themselves “with the

great: pro1eta11an character and the supreme quahtles of

‘Marx-and Lenin. They. attemp‘red to imitate in a supér--
ficial way certain styles of Marx and Lenin, picked up

at random some Marxist~Leninist terminology, regarded
themselves as the Marx and Lenin of China, posed as
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- Marx and Lenin within the Party, and had the 1mpudence

to ask our Party members to respect-them as we do Marx

~and Lenin; to support themn as ‘leaders’ -and to offer them

loyalty and devotion. - They- also made beld “to, ap'po‘_inf

“ themselves_ .as ‘leaders’; climbed into. réspohsﬂole positions

without waiting to' be nominated by others issued. orders

like patriarchs within the Paruy, attempted to' teach .our
Party, abused everything within the Party and Wllfully
attacked, punished and-rode roughshod .over Rarty mem-
bers. This kind of people had no intention of ‘studying’

Marxism-Leninism or fighting for the realisation of
Marxism-Leninism - but ‘rather they were _opportunists
within ‘the Party and brokers and black. sheep in the

. cause of Commamsm It is beyond ‘doubt that this kind

of people within the Party should be opposed, exposed
and buried in oblivion by our Party members. 'And our
Party members have already .buried them in oblivion.
However, can we say with full confidence that there are,

no more people of thls kind Wlthll" the: Party" We can-

not- yet say. £0.

‘The second kind of people is just the opp051te of the
first. 'They regard themselves first.and foremost as pupils
of Marz, Engels, Lenin and Stalin and tr ry to master the-
essence splrl’r and methods which' made Marx, ‘Engels,
Lenin and Stalin what they are. 'They look up to. the

‘great personali characteristics of Marx, Engels, Lenin and
-Stalin and their qualities as proletarian’ revolutionaries

and painstakingly carry on their own cultivation in the
course of the revolutionary struggle and examine them-
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selves to see Whether ‘chelr way of dealing with matters -

and people and .the way they themselves ‘behave are in

conformity ‘with the spirit of - Marx1sm~Lemmsm They -
likewise read over and over ‘again the works of Marx,

Engels, Lenin and Stalin; ‘but they lay great emphasis on

analysing .the living realities, ponder upon the special -

features .of all‘aépects of the situation facing the pro-
letariat at the time and in'the country in-which they live
and draw their ownd conclusions therefrom. They do not
content themselves ~with committing = to. memory ‘the
principles  and -conclusions of Marxism-Leninism but
strive 'to. stand ‘firm on Marxism-Leninism and master

the methods of Marxism-Leninism and put them into .

' ‘practice in order that they may energetically ‘direct all
‘revolutionary struggles, change the existing' state of
affairs and at the same time change themselves. Their
entire activities and the whole of their lives are guided
by the pr'inciples of Marxism-Leninism and. are aimed at
one thing—the victory of the proletariat, national libera-
tion, the liberation of mankind, the success of Com-
munism, and nothing else.

Comrade Stahn said:
The second group, on the other hand, attaches pmme

" importance not “to. the outward acceptance of Marxism, bt
' to its-realisation, its translation into reality. What this group

chiefly concentrates its atten‘uon on is. determining the ways -

and means of realising  Marxism, . that best  answer the
situation and changing these ways and means as the situa-
tion changes—to this' group may be fully applied Marx’s
saying that Marxists cannot rest ‘content with interpreting
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the world, but must go farther and change’lt. This group -
Cis known as the Bolsheviks, the Commumsts : NS

This is another attitude towards Iearnlng from. Marx .

- Engels, Lemn and ::tahn

O’ll:y the second attitude is correct.- Only by 'a'dopt-‘

.ing this attitude towards studying: Marx1sm-Len1msm can
- one avoid. the mistake of ‘drawing a tiger ‘which looks

like a dog! and improve one’s own qualities. so. as to
become’ a proletarian, Communist revolutlonary of the
Marx-Engels-Lenin- Stalin .type.

Those who really carry on ;')ains’caklncy self-cultivh-
tion and who are faithful pupils of Marx, Engels, Lenin
and ‘Stalin pay special attention to nothing other than

" the ~mastery of the: Marxist-Leninist. .standpoint. and’

methods and the solution of various problems facing the
proletariat in the revolution in the sameé manner as did
Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin. Apart from this, they
sunply don’t - care whether their position  and prestige

within the Party are ‘high or low. They- never claim to
. be the Marx' or Lenin of China and never demand 6t

harbour- any illusion that others should reapect them as
they respect Marx and  Lenin. They do not consider

-themselves entitled to such a richt and they know that

to think so would be betraying ‘Marx and Lenin and

- sinking to the level of political philistines. However, it'is
_precisely because of this and because ‘of their courage and- .

untivalled -ability in the revolutionary struggle that they

. win spontaneous- respect and support from the rank- and
file 6f the Party. .
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Corﬁrades! Of course it is no -easy matter to take
Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin as our models in self-

cultivationn and to become their most faithful and best-

pupils. - It calls for an iron wiil and firm determination in
the arduous struggle for the cause of the proletariat. 1t
calls for a life-long devotion to studying Marxism-T.enin-
ism and putting "it into practice in the course’ of the
revolutm‘nary stru.ggles of the : broad’ masses, and for

’ steehng and cultivation in every aspectr

The Aspects and Methods of Cultivation

‘Comrades! In order t& become the most faithful and

best. pupils .of Marx Engels, Lenin and Stalin we need
to carry on cultlvatlon in.zll aspects in the course of the
“*long and great revolutionary struggle of the ‘proletariat
and the masses of the people. We need to carry on cu.l-
tivation in- the  theories of Marxism-Leninism and in
applying such-theories in. practice; cultivation in revolu~
tionary strategy and tactics; cultivation in studying and
dealing with various problems according to the stand-

point and methods of Marxism-Leninism; cultivation in’

ideoclogy and moral ¢haracter; cultivation in Party unity,
inner-Party struggle and discipline; cultivation in hard

work and in the style of work; cultivation in being skilfulr-

in dealing with different kinds of people and in associat-
ing with the 'masses of the people -and cultivation in

‘various kinds of scientific knowledge, efc. We are all

Communist Party members and so we have a general cul-

tivation ir} commoh. But there exists a wide discrepancy
today between our Party members. Wide dis_crepancy'
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exists among us in the level of political consciousness, in
work, in position, in cultural level, in experience of
struggle and in social. origin. Therefore, in additient to
cultivation in- general we also need . special cultivation for
different groups and for individual comrades.

Aécordingly, fhere should be different kinds of methods

camd forms of ¢ulfivation. Fer example, many -of our

comrades keep a diary in order to have a daily check on -

‘their work and thoughts or they write down on small

posters their personal defects and what they hope to -
achieve and ‘paste them up where they work or live,
together with the photographs of persons they look up
to and ask comrades for cr1t1c:lsm and superv1s1on Tn

‘ancient China, there were many methods of- cultivation.

There was Tseng Tze* who said: ‘I reflect on myself
thi_ee times a day.’ The Book of Odes has it that one
should cultivate oneself ‘as. a lapidary cuts and files,
carves and polishes.” Another method was ‘to examine

“oneself by self-refiection’ and to ‘write down some mottoes

on the right hand side of one’s desk’ or on one’s cflrdle

cas. daily reminders eof rules of personal ‘conduct. The
"Chinese scholars of the Conf uciin scbooi had a. numoer

of methods for the cultivation of ‘their body and mind.

Every religion has various methods and forms of cultiva-

tion of its own. The ‘investigation of things, the exten-~ .
sion of knowledge, sincerity of thought, the rectifitation

. of the heart, the cultivation of the person, the regulation

of - the family, the ordering well of ‘the state and the

* A disciple of Confueius.



-mzking tranquil of the whole kingdom’ as set forth in -

The Great Learning® . also means the sameé. AIll this
shows that-in achieving one’s progress one miust make
serious and energetic efforts to-.carry on. self-cultivation
and study. However, many of these methdds and forms

cannot” be adopted by  us because most of them are
idealistic, formalistic, abstract and divorced from social
practice. These scholars- and religious -believers ex-.

aggerate the function of subjective  initiative, thinking
that so long as they keep their general ‘good infentions’
and are devoted to silent prayer they will be able to

change the existing ‘state of affairs, change society and

change themselves under conditions separated from social
and revolutionary practice. This is, of course, absurd.
We -cannot cultivate ourselves in this way. We are

materialists and our cultivation cafmot be sepafated from

practice.

" What is important ‘to: us is that we must not under

‘any circumstances isolate ourselves from the revolution-

ary struggles of different kinds of people and in different
forms at a given moment and that we must, moregver,
swm up historical revolutionary experience and learn

" humbly from this and put it into practice, Th 1at is {o say,.

- we must undertake self-culiivation and steel ourselves in
%hﬂ course of our. own *practlue basmd ourselves on the

* The Great Learning is said to be ‘é Book handed down by

" the Confucian school, which forms the gate by which beginners enter-

into virtue’”
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_experiences of past revolutionary practice, on the present

concrete ‘situation and on new experiences. Our .self-

cultivation and steeling are for no other purpose than that

of revolutionary practice. That 'is ‘to say, we wust
modestly try to understand the stafidpoint, the method
and the spirit of Marxism-Leninism, and understand how
Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin dealt with people. And
having understood these,- we should imﬁ'lediately apply -
them to our own practice, ie., in our own lives, words,
deeds and work. Morecver, we should stick to them and
unreservedly correct and purge everything in our ideoldégy
that runs counter to them, thereby stiremgthening our
own proletarian and Communist'ideology and qualities.
That is to say; we must modestly listen to the opinion.?
and criticisms of our comrades and of the masses, care-
fully study the practical ploblems in our lives and in .our

- work and carefully sum up our experiences and the lessons

+we have learnt so as to find an omenta‘mon for our own

I work. In sddition, on the basis of 2ll these, we  must
- judge - whether we have a correct understanding of

Marxism—Leninism and whether we have correctly appli-
ed the method of Marxism-Leninism, found out our owh

shortcomings and mistakes and corrected them. At the

same time, we must find out in what respects specific

conclusions of Marxism-Leninism need to be supplemeni-
ed, enriched and developed on the basis of well-digested

new experiences. That is to say, we must combine the

universal truth of Marmsm—Lemnlsm Wlth the concrete

practice of the revolution. = : -
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These ShOUJ.d be the methods of self- cultlvation of us
Lommunist Party members. That is to say, .we must
use the methods of Marxism-Leninism to cultivate our-
selves. - "This kind of cultivation is entirely different from
other kinds of cultivation Whlch are idealistic and are
d;vorced from soc1a1 practice.

In this cornection .we cannot but oppose certain idle
talk and mechanicalism on ‘me guestion of cultivation and
stcelmg ; o .

First of all, we must opooqe and resolutely eliminate

one of the biggest evils bequeathed to us by the education
and learning in the old society—the separation of theory
from_ practice. In the course of education and study in
the old-society many people thought that it was wun-

necessary or even impossible to act upon what they had =~

\learned Desm’ce the fact that they read over and over
agam books by ancient sages they did things the sages
would have been loath to do.
everything they wrote or said they preached righteous-
ness and morality they acted like. out-and=out robbers

‘and harlots in everything they did. Some ‘high- ranking
officials’ issued orders for the redading of the Four Books

‘and the Five Classics,* yet in their everyday adminis~
trative WOI_‘k they ruthlessly extorted exorbitant requisi-
tions, ran amuck with corruption and killing, and did

* The Four Books and Five Classics are nine aneient Chiness

-classics of philosophy, history, poeiry, ete. of the Confucian Canon.
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Despite the fact that in

. by the sages’ teachings.

m
everything -against ‘righteousness and- morality. Some-
people read the Three People’s Principles ovér and over
again and could recite the Wiil of Dr. Sun Yat-sen, yet
they oppressed” the people, opposed *the nat;ons who
treated us on'an equal foeting, and went so far as to
co*nprorfnse “with -or surrender to ‘the national -enemy,

Once a scholar of the old school told me himself- that the -
only maxim of Confucius that ‘he- could observe WaS " ‘To

him food can never be too dainty; minced meat can never -

be too fine; addmg that all ‘the rest of the Leachinds of
Confucius he could- not observe and had -néver proposed
to observe. Then why did they still want to .carry on
educational work and study the teachings of the sages"

- Apart from" utlhsmg them for quow—d"essmg purposes,

their obJects ‘werer . " (1) to make use of these teachings -

“{o oppress the’ exploited and to make use of rlg‘ueousnesq

and morality’ for the purpose of hoodwinking and” sup-
pressmg the culturaﬂj backward pecple, (2) to attemptv .

, the;eby to ‘secure better government jobs, maz{e money-

and’ achieve fame and reﬂec" ‘credit on- their - paren’cs
Apart from these objects, their actions were not restricted
Thls was the attitude and return
of the ‘men of etters and ‘scholars’ of the old society to
the sages they’ ‘worshipped’.: Of course we Communist
Party members cannot adept such an attitude in sLuolymcr

M arx1sm—Lemmsm and the excéllent and useful’ tear*hmgs

begieathed to. us by our ancient’ sages. We must live up
to what we say.  We are Honest and pure and ‘we cannot
deceive ocurselves, the people or .our forefathers. - This is
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“an outstandmg charactenstlcs as well’ as-.a great merit of-
- .us Communist Party members.- .

Comrades' Is it not poss1b1e that the ev11 legacy of
the old ‘society. still exerts some influence upon us? It
does influence us. Among you students there are, of
course, none. Who try to.study Marxism for the sake of
obtaining  higher government posts, making money or
oppressmg the exploited. You are studying Marxism for

" the sake of eliminating the system of exploitation of man_
" by.man. However, I cannot guarantee that you: have
lived up to. What you have learnt. Are there none l‘a‘m,on;g
you who think in the followmg Way‘? That is to say that

their thoughts Words, deeds and lives need not be guided -

by the pr1nc1ples of Marx1sm—Len1msm and that the prin-
ciples they have learnt need not be put into practlce Again
are .there none among you "who think that they study
Marx1srn Leninism and study profound theory. in order
chat they may get promotion, to show themselves off and
“to. make themselves celebrities? I have no guarantee

- that there are absolutely none-among you who -think this - '

way. Yet this way -of thmkmd ddes not conform to

Marxism and it represents a gap between Marxist theory.

and Marxist practloe We have no objecticn to the study

- of theory and moreover we must study- theory, but what
we have learnt we must put into practice. We study for
the sole purpose of putting. into practice: what we have
learnt It is for the Party - and for the v1ctory of the
revolutmn that we study.
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For example, you have very often shouted the slogan\
combme theory with practice’ -but: have you ‘combined -

" the theory vou have: dearnt Wlth your own practice? Are
_there not still some people among ‘you  whose practice is

entirely divorced from the principles of Marxism-Lenin-
ism?" It seems that there are still people among you
who understand the combmatzon of theory and practlce
in the followmg way: They want comrades working
outside the school to come to report on their expenences
S0 as. to see how others. combine. theory with practice.
This is of course a combination' of theory and practice
but it is theirs and not yours. I think the fact that you '
shout the slogan ought to mean that you should combine ’
the theory you. study with yeur-own practice. If you do
not understand this point in such a way, then what is the
use of your shoutmg the slogan? I will give another
e_xample You have shouted many :slogans -about- the -
need for steeling yburselves but are there not some
people among  you who' have shown *themselves anythmg

- but steeled or have. shown that they could not stand up

to being steeled when the hour of real test came, when

they met with a rebuﬂ’ ‘or when they were subJected to
_.criticism and pumshment to the pressure of public opinion,

and to the correct or incorrect supermsmn of the great -
magorlty of the people? They forgot that. a Communist
Party member should have a firm will and .clear stand-

\pomt etec. They looked deJected not knowing what to
do. Are these not examples of empty talk about steeling

and cultivation? -
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As. a matter of fact, the tralnmg you Teceive and the
study you make in school are also forms -of  steeling -and

‘cultivation.. We are trying to make you into. useful cadres

and Party workers through .training and studying  in?
scnool not just to get you to. learn enly some abstract
‘theory and Marxist- Lemmst {ferminology and formulas.

Moreove we want you to cultivate and_steel yourselves
so as to become cadres who can tlrm& cortectly, have a
firm will and be -able to solve in"a practrcal Way all
kinds of. comnlex problems

rades! -Steeling and cultivation are a life=long and many-

-sided task. They-are needed everywhere at all times and

in relation to . all problems We . cannot. say: that-we can
undertake stecling and cultlvaflon only at eertain -times,
in certain places, in connection with certa_m matters but

"not at other times, in other places and in connocuon with-

other “matters, although we don’t deny the +'act that Com-
mumst Party mernbers. should steel and cultivate. ‘them-

" selves mamly in .the course of the practlcal strL.gglo of

the- masses

" That'is to say we are epposed to 1deal1sm idle talk,
and “mechanicalism oh'the ploblem of culhvatlon That
is to say we should be ‘able to. stand up to being steeled
We ‘should ‘steel ourselves in school, among the masses,

and- in the struggles’ both’ inside and outside the Party .

We “should study and. cultivate. ourselves under all cir-
cumstances, bo’ch of v1ctory and defeat.
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However, I have often heard -
' it said ‘that to study in school is not the way to become -
steeled and that'in order to steel and- cultivate oneself
"one must leave school and take- up practical work. Com- -
" all the same,
. thoroughly master the theory and method of Marxism~

) The Relation Between the Study of Marxist-Leninist Theory

‘and : the Ideoleg’ical Cuitivation of Party Members

Among our Commumst Party members .a compara-
t1vely prevalent way of thinking is the :follovvmtT The
firm and pure proletarian Communist standpomt has

nothing to  do with a Communist Party member’s under-.

standing and - mastery of the -theory ‘and method of
Marxism~Leninism.- . ‘They think that although their class

standpomt is net -very firm and their ideology not very "

pure (they:still retain remnants of ‘the ideology of cther

- classes, and.-they are still selfish-and have material desires
-and so on), they ean nevertheless thoroughly ‘tinderstand -

and master the theory and method of Marxism-Leninism
Some comrades think that it is possible to

Leninism merely by means of one’s own intellect, ability

. and study: Comrades' Th1s Wa,,,r of thinking is Wrong

~

- Mitin, a Sov1et phllosopher is qulte right When he_
says

' Diﬂerences in'profuhdity of ’understanding require a class

. explanation. For example, at the present time, in the epoch
“of the decay of capitalism, no matter how talénted some
ideologist. of the hourgeoisie may be, his creative ablhty, his
-ability to obtain.a penetrating understandmg of the laws of
development are . ‘constrained’: by his class nature, by the
~conservatism of-the class he represents. The inability of the
bourgeoisie to foresee the future, determines, narrows down
the limits and. reduices the depth of understanding of the
" phenoméena of social development by bourgeois theoreticians.
Notwithstanding ail their talents, ideologists of those ‘classes
“which "are passing from the stage of history are mnot in a
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position ‘to” make really profound’scientific- conclusions and

discoverieg.” “This Mai'xiSt druth ‘has been confirmed by the .
whole history of the development of science and philosophy. -

~ “(Dialectical and’ Historical Materidlism, Part I, p.285. of the
Russian editibn,—’edited by -M. Mitin. - OGIZ. -Moscow 1934)

¢ . ~Marxism-Leninism is -the-sc¢ience -of -the prbletarian

revolution. It can be thoroughly understood and master- -

ed only by those who fully take the proletarlan«standpomt
and who adopt the ideals of the proletariat as their own.
It is impossible for anyone:to thoroughly understand and

master the Marxist science of the proletarlat only by
means of his intellect and strenuous study if he lacks the:

firm- standpomt and pure ideals of tbe proletarlat This
is also an obvious truth. +Therefore, in  studying the
theory -and method of Marxism-Leninism today ‘it is

necessary that our study proceeds simultaneously with

our ideological cultivation- and steeling because without
the theory and method of Marxism-Leninism, we should
have nothing to guide our thoughts and actions and our
Lxdeologlcal cultivation would also be impossible. ~These

two are closely related to each other and are msepa_rable .

"We have often come-across so'rhe of the best Party

members of working class origin who are less developed
in the ‘theory -of Marxism-Leninism as compared with

those who are making a special study -of theory. They .

would certainly prove less proficient if asked to recite
 Marxist-Leninist formulas or quotations from Marxist-

Leninist’ works. But when it comes to studying the

theory of Marxism-Leninism, quite often their interest is

.

keener and their understanding deeper than those Party '
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members of -student origin, provided it-is explained to

* them. in words they understand. < For example, the chap-

ter in Capital dealing with the theory of surplus value is

.most difficult for some Party members to understand but’

it.is not so difficult for members of working class origin,

because “workers fully understand how in the process of

production - the capitalists caleculate wages and working

" hours, how they ‘make profits and how they expand

reproduction, ete.. Therefore, it often.happens that they
are able to understand Marx’s theory of surplus value
more deeply than other Party members. Especially in
observing and dealing with various practical problems,

they often prove more apt, more correct and more in

conformity with the principles of Marxism-Leninism than
others. “Why is this so? It is because they have the
firm,” pure proletarian and Communist standpoint and
ideals, an objective attitude toward things, and in their
minds .they have. no- pre-conceived ‘ideas whatever, no

worries about personal problems or-about impure matters:

Therefore, they can immediately perceive the truth of
things -and courageously " uphold_the- truth- without. any
hesitation or difficulty. .

~If ambng us ‘Communist Party members there are’

- . still some whose class standpoint is not very clear-cut and

firm, whose ideology is not correct and pure, who still

" retain. to some  degree remmnants of various kinds of

ideology, habits and prejudices of other classes and of the

old society and who still have personal interests and

private ends and all kinds of material desires and selfish
deas, Marxist-Leninist pr1nc1ples and conclusions are
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certain to clash wi h al such thmgs of: thelrs When they.

come. to- study the. theory and method :of . Marxism=
Le"umsm In tha case, they will either .try. to overcome

such things of: theirs or iry to. distort-the ‘principles and
conclasmns of Marxism-Leninism te suit their prejudices,

'thus p1event1ng t‘lem from understandrng Marxism-
Lemmsm ..They w111 be unable to: penetrate. deenly into
: the essence of . Marx1sm Leninism,  to absorb.:the quin-
tessence. of . I/Iarx1sm Lenmlsm whlch has a distinet. class

character and to make this-quintessence a weapon of their °

own because such a: weapon has nothmg in common Wlth
thelr former class ldeology : .

- Agam when they deal Wlth various pract1 ca1 problems'. k
in-the course of the proletarlan revolution, thé soluticn -

of these problems in accordance with Marxism-Leninism

will cften be incompatible with 'their habits and prejudices’

and will be in--conflict with their perscnal ‘interests.
‘Under such cn"cumstances they will show themselves 1o
-be pe tV—mmded 1rresolute “hesitant - and wavering.
They will be unable to'deal with problems ap tly, correctly
‘and- in an obje.,twe way, or to-perceive truth. without
difficulty or to courageously: uphold the truth. - They will
' go so.far as to cover up-or. distort the truth conscmusly
or - unconscrously. Comrades! Such - cases .are - by no
means rare and strange ‘but are of common occurrence

Thus ‘we can say: If a Commumst Party m°mber '

iacks the crear—cu’c firm, correct and pure standpoint and

ideology of the proletanau, it will be impossible, for him,

to thoroughly understand and master the theory and

&

‘ method of Marxism-Leninism and to, make of ita Weapon

1n his own revolutlo‘lary struggle.

Therefore first. and foremost in the cultivation of
Communist Party members should be meologlcal cultiva-
tion which is the foundation of all other cultlvatlons ‘

. This I shall speak ahﬂut 1n the following.



CHAPTER TWO

w

'THE IDEOLOGICAL CULTIVATION OF
PARTY 'MEMBERS

AOMRADES! IN DEALING WITH the ideological cul- .

‘tivation of Communist Party members, I shall try to -
discuss this problem on the basis of certain phenomena

* as manifested in the ideology of some members of our
Party. What I am going to talk about in this connection
is only the most basic 1deology of Party members.

What after "all, is meant by ideological cultivation?
I consider that it -is in the main a struggle in our minds
between ' the- ideology of the proletariat and other ideo-
logies; a struggle in our minds between the Communist

" - outlook ‘on life and the Communist world outlook on the

ene hand, and-all other outlooks on life and world out-
looks on ‘the other; and a struggle between two concepts:
the personal interests and aims of Party members and
the interests and aims of the Party-and of the people.

I consider that this is a- struggle of conﬁicting; ideas
reflecting the economic and political demands of different
classes in a given society. The outcome of this struggle,
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so far as the ideology of our Party members is concerned,
should be the coriquest and éven elimination of all other

ideologies by the proletarian ideology; -the conquest and"

even elimination’ of all other outlooks on life and world
outlooks by the - Communist_ outlock on life .and’ the
* Comimunist world outlock; the conques‘r and gbsofption,
“of the idea of the Party members ‘personal interests and
aims by the idea of the common interests and aims of
the Party, of the revolution, and of. the liberation of the

-proletanat and mankind. Should ‘the cutcome prove. to -
be otherw1se, then it would mean the conquest of: the -
latter by the former and the Party member would become °

bac&ward and even lose his qualifications as a Communist
Party member. To us Party members, this would indeed
‘be a d;eadful ‘and dlsaerous outcome. )

“

Tt is in the course of all the ideological, political and
economic struggles both inside and outside the Party that

we sho’uld constantly sum up and absorb the experiences
. gathered from revolutmnary practlce and examine our
B own ideas 1o see ‘whether they are ccmpletely. in con-
. forzmty with ‘VIarx1sm—Lemmsm and_ with the interests
of the sir aggle for the liberation of the proletariat. To,
eliminate .in the course of such a study, reﬁectio‘n‘ and

" bud even the faintest idea which runs counter to the
interests of Communism—this is what we mean by idec-
logical cultivation. It is also a form of ideological self-
steeling. L — i
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we Communists temper our own ideas and come to under~ -
stand the realities of ‘the revolution. * At the same time™

self-examination all our incorrect ideas and to nip in the ‘

- Comrades! As you are aware, ‘all the dctions-of man - -~

are guided by his ideology. Furthermore, every ran has
his- outléck on -life and his world outlook’ as’'a general
guide to his ideas .and actions. Therefore, i "carrying .
on ideological culthatlon we Communists must, first. of

"all, clearly define our outlook: on life and ‘our world
outlodk because all .our ideas and-activities are connected

W'th our outlook on life and our World outlook

It Is Neeessary 1o Understand that the Cause of
Communism Is the Greatest and DBIost Arduous o
Cause in the Hlstory of ‘VIamnnd

The outlook on life and World outlook of us Com-

_ munists should " ‘represent the system’ of ideology of the

proletariat. -They are the Communist outlook on life and
world oaﬂook -and are also the methodology of us Com-.
munists. ~ Since - this subject ' has. been treated at° great
length in Marxist-Leninist Titerature and especially m the

. works “of Marx and Lenin on’ phllosophy and since:you.
- have learnt a great deal about it,-T am not going to talk:

about this today. Here I shall speak only briefly about

~ how we should understand our own cause—what, after F
_all, is the cause of Communism and how . shou_ld we Com-

mumst r’arty members Iurtner our cause"

What is tbe most fundamental 3nd common du‘cy of
us Communist Party men‘bers? As everybody ‘knows,
it is to establish Communism, to transform-the present
world into a Communist-world: “Is a” Communist  world
good-or not? =~ 'We all khow that it.is very good. In such a

- world thele Wﬂl be no- explmters, oppressors landlords,
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capitalists, imper’ialists‘ or fascists. There will be no
oppressed and exploited people, no darkness, ignorance,

backwardness, ‘etc. - In such 3 society all human beings -

will becorie unselﬁsh and -intelligent Communists with a
high level of culture and technique.” The spirit of mutual

‘ -assistance and mutual love will prevail among mankind.

There will be no such irrational things as mutual decep-
tion, mutual -antagonism, mutual slaughter and war, ete.
Such a soc1ety will, of course, be the best, the most
beautiful and the most advanced society-in the history
of mankind. Who -will say that such a .society is not
good? Here the question arises: Can Communist society
“be- brought about? Our answer is ‘ves’ = About: this
the whole theory of Marxism-Leninism- offers a scientific
explanation that-leaves no room' for doubt. It further
-explains that as the ultimate result of the class struggle
of mankind, such a society will mev1tab1y be brought
. about. The victory of ‘Socialism in the T7.S.S:R. has also
given us factual proof.. Our duty is, therefore to bring

about at- an early. date this Communist society, the -

‘reahsatmn of which is inevitable in- the h1story of man-,
kind, - - :

This is one - as"pect;@ ' This' is our ideal

But we should understand the other aspect that is,

in spite of the fact that Communism ‘can and must be
realised it ‘is still confronted by powerful enemies that
must be.thoroughly and finally :defeated in every respect
before Communism can be realised. Thus, the cause of
Comniuntism is a long, bitter, arduous but" victorious
‘process of struggle Without -such a struggle there can
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‘rebellious by nature.’

be no Communism. Of course, this struggle is not, as

some péeople have said; an acc1denta1’ social phenomenon
or somethmg englneered by certain Communists who are
On the contrary, it is an inevit-
able phenomenon in the course of the development of
a-class society. It 1s a class struggle which is unav01d-

.. able, . ThHe birth of “the Commumst Party, the parti-

cipation of the Commumsts in the struggle, "their
organisation and direction of the struggle are also 1nev1t-
able phenomena which -are in.conformity with the laws
of social- development. Because imperialists, fascists;"
capitalists dand landlords—in shoert, .the exploiters—have ,
oppressed-. and exploited - the overwhelmlng majority “of
mankind :to such:- an extent that the oppressed and ex-
pio1ted people can hardly live, they cannot but unite to
oppose this oppression and exploitation; otherw1se ..they
cannot live: and develop. ‘Consequently, this struggle is

an entlrely natural and unav01dab1e phénomenon. On the -~

one hand, we must understand that the cause of Com-

_ munism is the greatest cause in the }ustory of manklnd
" because Communism will - eventually abelish classes,

hberate the whole of mankind and raise human society-
to helghts of happiness unparalleled in the history of
mankmd On the other hand, we must also understand

that the cause of Communism is- the most arduous cause .

in the hlstory ‘of mankind because Communism must
trlumph over an extremely powerful enemy-——the exploit-

' _ing classes, along with all their 1nﬂuences, trad1t10ns and .

customs, ete. among- the people.
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. By relying on fhe proletariat a'hd on the broad masses

‘ of the exploited and oppressed people-and employing the
- strategy and tactics of Marxism-Leninism -in ‘directing
the revolutronary s’cruggle of the broad masses .and in
advancmg socxety toward the great’ goal of Com-
mumsm the Commumst Party is certam to. win ﬁnal

victory. .This is because the- mstorlcal process of the’ .

social evolutlon of manklnd is advancmg toward Com-

munist society, because in the ranks of the world pro-

letarlat and the masses of the ‘exploited’ and- oppressed
people the greatest revolutionary forces lie latent which,
when mobilised, united and organised, are: capable of de-
feating all the reactiorfary?fort:es of- the exploiting classes

and decaying capitalism throughout the world; and because -

[aN

’ ,fhe Cominunist Party and the proletariat: are forces that -

are arising and. developing.’, :
" and developmg is invincible’ (The History of: the Com-
munist Party of. the Soviet Urion. (B) Sho;t Course)
This -can . be fully proved by the entire- Ihstory of .the

#Only that which is arising™

Commumst Party -of Cnma and by the ent1re ‘history of

the mtemahonal L,ommumsu and VVOI‘k_"lg class move-
ments

So far as the prese'lt situation 1s concerned Com—
‘munism has ‘already won a great victory 0'1 one-sixth of
the surface of the globe—m ‘the Sov1et Umon The
‘Communist ‘movemenis in all coutitries ‘of the world are
in-the procéss-of rapid growth and development.

Leninism, -have already been iestablished in all countries,
~and the strength. of ' the world proletarla’c and. the

4

: M111tent,
Communist- parties;: armed “with -the: thecry of Marxism-.

' and united in ceaseless . struggles
) of Commumsm has become a,;powerful invincible force

“throughout' the world. There is not the slightest doubt
: that this force will continue to deverop ‘and advance and .

exploited, oppressed masses is - being rapidly rnbbiljsed
Therefore, the cause

will 'win “final and complete victory. Desplte this, how-

‘ever, the strength of the international reac‘uonary ‘forces

and of the. exp101t1ng classes are nevertheless still ‘more

-powerfu] than ours and for the time being are still pre-
" dominant in-many respécts.

‘Consequently, we shall have
to go through a long, bitter, circuitous and arduous process
of struggle before we defeat them. =~ .

As exp101t1n_g ‘classes have ruled -over maﬁkind for

" thousands-of -years, they have not only made themselves,

extremely powerful in every respect by seizing everything -

influence upon ‘the masses of the “exploited classes “and

“-people in society. ‘These influénces account ‘for sl kinds
~of backwardness, ignorandce, selfishness, mutual-deception,

mutual ‘antagonism, -mutual slaughter, ‘etc. ‘in ~human

- society. - This ‘phenomenon is ‘bound fo occur in” class
society, espécially in a society of commodity economy and

in"fcapit’alist society. “This is an inevitable " phenomenon
created by the exploiting classes for the sake-of their class

interests ‘and " class tule, because without the backward-

ness, “ignorance, -dispersion “and disunity “of “the ‘masses

T . oof the’' exploited ‘classes .and-- of ‘the :colonial ‘peoples ‘it

wotild  ‘be  impossible :for. the- exploiting - “classes -to
maintain “their position vas exploiters. Hence, .in order
to-achieve “victory we must conduct a sharp 'struggle not

S . C g
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under the sun but have also exerted -an extremely bad >
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,enly agamst the explo1‘f1ncr classes . but also: agamst the
' prolonged mﬂuences -off the exp101t1ng classes among the
masses, agamst the backward 1deology “and’ phenomena
among ‘the masses sc that we cah -raise the1r conscmusness
and. unite them to’ defeat the explomng classes Herem
hes the d1ﬁ'iculty we face 1n the struggle for the cause
of Commumsm , A e

i

Comlades' Big the masses were all coneczous; umted A

’ and :free from the influences’ of the explomng classes and
from backward phenomena as. certam people imagine,
then what difficulties would still - remam ‘in the revolu‘uon‘?
Such influences.of the explo1t1ng classes not only existed
long before the revolution but will continue to ex1st for
a very long t1me aftel the victory of- the revolutlon and
after the, explolters have. been kicked out of . the1r position
of poLtlcal power by the exploited. classes. - Just pause

to think: .How many complicated and d1fﬁcult tasks and
struggles shall. we have to undertake if 'we are to llberate
and change the whole of mankind, to-findlly defeat ‘the

. exploiting classes and their influences among the people,

to reform- tens of- millions of small commodlty producers,‘

1o eventually abol1sh classes and ‘to raise, -step by: step,
‘ mankmd which for thousands- of years has lived in class

' soc1ety ‘With -all -kinds of.old customs, traditions ‘and

backward phenomiena - (in - such.. a society ~mankind s

" divided- into classes and nations who . fight ‘and kill one *
another and thus create the ideds and ‘customs of sélfish~-

' ness, mutual - deception - -and* mutual antagonism) ‘and to

raisesit:to the height. of an: 1nte1hgent,,, unselﬁsh, Com-=
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mumst mankmd w1th a h1gh level of culture and
techmque? A i R

LemnsaJd SRR

“The abohtmn of classes means not only: dnvmg out the
-landlords -and : cap1tal1sts——that we have “accomplished w1th
comparative ease—it also means- abolishing the small: com-
modity producers, and they cannot be driven out, or crushed;

. -we must live in harmony with them; they can(and must) °
- be remoulded and re-educated-only by very prolonged, slow,
: ',cautlous orgamsatmnal work. They encircle the proleta.nat
* 7 on every side with-a petty-bourgems atmosphere, which
"~ ‘permeates and  corrupts the proletariat andcauses ‘constant
- relapses ameng the proletariat into petfy-bourgeois spineléss-
. ness, disunity, individualism, and alternate moods of exaltar
tion and dejectlon. The strictest centralism and discipline
are requlred ‘within the pohu,cal party of the proletanat
_in‘order 1o’ counteract this, in order that the* organisational
““role. of the proletariat (and that is its principal Tole) may
- be exermsed correctly, successfully, victoriously....The force
-of -habit. of mllhons and- tens of millions is a most terrible
force....It is a thousand . tunes easier to vanquish - the
centralised big bourgeoisie than to ‘vanquish’ the millions and
millions of small owners; yet they, by their ordinary,
‘everyday, .imperceptible, elusive, demoralising = activity,
- ..achieve the very. resulis which .the bourgeome need and
_which fend to restore the bourgeoisie. . .

Lenin continued: ' »
) ..the beourgeoisie, whose resistance is increased fenfold 7
‘by its overthrow (even if only in'one country), and whose

- power lies not only in’ the strength of inteérnationdl capital,
in the-strength and- durablhty ofithe international connectiohs

" -of the ‘bourgeoisie, but also in the force of ‘habit, in' the

strength of small production, Fol, unfortunately, small
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..-productlon is st111 very, very w1despread in the world angd .

small productlon engenders capitalism and the - bourgemsre
‘continuously, da11y, hourly, spontaneously, and on a mass
scale.: For all these reasons the dictatorship of the: “proletariat

is essentxal and. victory over the bourgeoisie is- ‘impossible

- without'd Tong; stubborn and desperate war-of life and death,
s.a wadr ~demanding® perseverance d1sc1p11ne ﬁrmness, indo-

-

- 'm1tab1eness and umty of wilk T . e Eh n

Th1s was Wr1tten by Lemn two years after the v1ctory ‘

'ot' the . October Revolutron in the ‘Soviet” Umon (THis
most dlfﬁcult task has now already been solved in the

: Sov1et Umon) Hence, the proletarlat st1ll has the most

dlﬁ‘lcult task to-solve. even after the victory of the re-
volu’rlon because -our revoltution is different from™ all
other revolutions in history. The bourgeois_ revolutlon
for: eXamole is usually ‘dccomplished by the . seizure of
‘State power; ‘but to the proletariat,- political liberation
and victory mean only the begmmng of -the revolution.
Gigantic tasks still lie ahead after poht1ca1 v1ctory has
been attained. .

Lemn also sald

The bourge01s revolu‘uon is confronted only Wlth ‘one task i

—that of breaking, discarding and destroymg all the shackles
_ of the old society. . Any bourgeois revolution which has
completed this task will have done- all that it ‘should do,
because the bourgeois revolution: strengthens the development
of caprtahsm The Socialist revolution is. in an entirely
different s1tuat10n The more ‘backward is a country which,
as-a result of a turning pomt in history, is compelled to
embark on -Socialist. revolution, the more dlfﬁcult will ‘it be

) _‘to pass from the old capltallst relat10nsh1p to the Socmhst S

-

- - - - L M

LR relationship In-this connection, to the task of destruc’mon,'
« .- there is'added a new and unprecedentedly difficult task—-thev

" task of orgamsatmn (translated from . the Ch1nese text—
Translator.) ) ‘

.Hence, the: proletariat still has difficult -tasks even
after the victory of the revohition,‘ Hence, the cause of
Communism* is.,comparable ‘to ‘a 100-year great task’ as
.we ‘say, and can never. be accomphshed at. one stroke.

" “The prolefamat in different countries must. go. through

"dlfferent stages.. of -.development and .defeat’ different

N enemies before Commumst society can be finally

established. For example, China is still in: the stage of
a democrat1c revolution of a bourgeois character and. its

‘enemles are 1mper1a11sm which - conduets . aggressmn
‘against Chlna and the feudal forces in -collusion  with.

imperialism. - These enemies must be defeated before the

revolution of a bourgeois character can be. completed.  In.

v

the present stage the broad masses of the small producers
still. ‘constitute a very. great motive force of the revolution.

'Our country must undergo a prolonged per1od of Socialist -

reconstruction. before. it can finally pass, through gradual
trans1t1on, mto Commumst society.

Comrades' To estabhsh Commumsm ‘is’ our most )
-“fundamental duty Therefore to overcome the various -

above-mentloned _difficulties. confrontmg the cause of
Communism 1s naturally the bounden duty of us Com-

- mumsts

s

“Just because the cause of Communism is’ such a
great and dlfﬁcult cause there are today st111 many people

@



) ,(here we speak of- those who have -a sense.of nghteous-”

ness’ and who seek- (truth)- who - doubt Commumsm or

withdraw from the - cause of Commumsm because the‘yc

have lost faith in the possibility of estabhshlng Com-

munism. They do not -believe that- mankind -can_be .

developed ‘and . transforméd into an -exceedingly pure
' Communist mankind and that such- difficulties can be

ovércome. . Or they have fot anticipated: such difficulties

so the moment ‘they: meet. with difficulties they become
,pessumstm dlsappomted and eveén' Wavermg. : '

We Cornmumsts must posses \the greatest courage
“and: revolutlonary determination of mankind: “Every -

~Party member should gladly and seriously make -up- his
“mind about - shouldering this unpreceoentedly great and
~difficult. task. in " human history—the - reahsatlon ~ of
Communisny, : : While 'we clearly see-the dlfﬁcultles con-

fronting the cause of Commumsm, we are not-in the least o

daurted by : ‘them -~ for we -also’ clearly under-
stand’ that these dlfﬁcultles ‘can certalmy be overcome in

the ‘course of drawmg ‘into’ the Trevolution’ countless,'".

.millions of people. We clearty understand that the cause
. of Commumsm is a ‘100-year. great task,’ We must fulfill
the great mission Wluch historical evolution has devolved
upen us. We have the suppo t of the great masses. We
must accomohsh a great part of the ‘task of the cause of
Commumsm in our generation and leave to posterlty the
final completmr of the task.. Comrades! = The great
‘vision .and courage of us Commumsts has . never “been

matched by that of any past.- heroes in the annals.of man-

- Western Etirope who" v151ted the Soviet Umon and as“ked'

- P

~ s—

" kind. .. In this esbect We haszet;every" reason to- be: proud
.of ourselves R, T

¥ remember a learned bou ge01s blographer fro’ 3

Comfade Stalin ‘what- he thought about comparing Le*un
with Peter the Great of Russia. According to. this. bio-

= arapher Comrade Stalin replied that Lenin " could be

compared to” ‘the waters of a mighty ‘ocean vvlrme Peter
the Great was only ‘a*single drop in the océan. Com-
rades! ~ Such is the «.omparlson between a leader of the
Conmimunist ‘cause of the proletarlat and ‘a leader of the

‘cause -of the feudal- bourgems class in relation to theu'

plate in history. - From this comparison we" “can under-
stand that a-leader who .fights for the suceess of Com-
mumsm and for_the cause- of -the. liberation: of mankind
appears.so.very .great while a: leader - who. ﬁghts for the
cause of ‘a-handful of! exp101ters and para51tes appears ;

- g0 very ‘small,

Commumst Par*y members have the greatest 1aeals,
greatest objective . of, struggle and tl'-e most practieal

spirit of ‘seéafching for the truth from concrete facts’ and -

also carry on practical work. These are the character-
1st1cs of us Commumsts &)

N

Comrades‘ If you only DOSSess. great and Jofty 1deals

. but not the spirit of searchmg for" the fruth from con-

crete facts’ and-do, not carry on genuinely practical work,

Jou-are not a good Commurnist ‘Party member. You can
. only be a dreamer, a prattler or. a pedant. If on the conw~

trary, you only do practical work but do. not possess the
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great and lofty ideals of'Cpmmqnis‘m,. you are'not-a good
Communist, but a . common- careerist. A good Com-
munist Party member- is -one who. combmes the great

and lofty ideals of Commumsm with practrcal Work and‘

the sp1r1t of searchmg for the truth from concrete facts.

capltallst World is ugly.. It is prec1sely because. of its
‘ ughness that the overwhelmmg ‘majority of the. people
. want to change it and cannot. but.change-it. " In changing
the world. we cannot divorce, ourselves, from reality; or
disregard-reality; nor can we escape from reality or sur=-
render. to-the ugly reality. We must adapt oursélves to
reality, understand reality, seek to live and develop.in
reality, struggle against the ugly. reality and transform

_ reality in order to realise.our ideals.” Therefore, we Com-~ - '

munist. Party mémbers. should begin our great Com-
‘murnist task of changing the world by starting from the

: very people in close contact with.us and from the very ~

work that we can 1mmed1ate1y undertake Here I shall
have to criticize some ‘errors: frequently made by certain
" young' comrades-—thelr attempts to .escape .from .or to
disregard reality. I is very good that they have lofty
jdeals. But they often complain that this place is no
good and that place is -no better; that this kind of work
is no-good and that kind is:no. good, elther All the while
they are looking for some- kind. of ideal place and. work
s0 - as. to -enable. ‘them. to smoothly ‘change the world.
However, such places-and such work do not ex1st except
~in. their. WlShfu]. thmkmg S
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THe Commumst 1dea1 1s beautlful while the ex1st1ng .

. . ! R ’ . v “
- This is my-understanding of the cause of’ Commumsm,
whlch is our life-long:work. - It also constitutes the most

important part. of our outlook “on:life .and our world

outlook. OQur activitiés throughout our. whole hves -are
for the sake ‘of thls and nothmg else, :

-

» The Uncondltlonal Subordmatmn of the Persona] Interests
'of a Party Member to the Interests of the Party :

Apart “from -clearly estabhshlng his Commumst out-
look on life and his Communist world outlook, -a-Com-~
munist must-also ‘clearly -define the correct relationship.
between his personal interests and the interests- of the

- Party. The Marxist-Leninist principle is ‘that personal

interests must be ‘subordinated to the Partys 1nterests,f )
partial interests to total’ interests, temporary interests to

" lonig-range interests, and the interests of one natlon to
the mterests of the world as a Whole

. The Commumst Party is’ the pohtlcal party represent-
mg the proletariat. = Apart from the interests of- the
emancipation -of -the proletarlat the Party has no other
interests and aims of its'own.” The ultimate emancipation

- of the proletariat, however, -must needs be the ultimate

emancipation” of 'mankind as a- Whole,'.bec‘ause the - pro=-
letariat cannot emancipate itself if it failsto-emancipate
all the working people and ‘all-nations, in other. words,

if it:fails:to emancipate mankind as-a whole. ' Hence, the

proletariat must loyally assist and lead all''working peo-,
ple, all oppressed  nations  and peoples,x in " fighting for
their own: emancipation and" raising their' own. living
standards and their own - cultural” and- “political " levels.
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Therefor_e, the. interests .of- the ‘emancipation - of ‘the pro-
letariat are identical with, .and -inseparable from;- the

_ interests of ~the emancipation of ‘the whole: of ‘mankind
and of all the oppressed nations. -Therefore, the interests- -

of the Commuhist Party-are the:very. interests of the
emanc1pat10n of the proletariat and emankind’ as a whole.
They* are also the ‘interests” of - 'Communism -and somal
evolution. Therefore, the subordlnatmn ‘of ‘a Party’ mem-

‘ ',bers personal . mterests to «the Party’s interests -means

_ subordmatlon to the mterests of class:and. natronal eman-

. evolutron

Whether or not -a Commumst Party member can B o

absolutely and, uncondltlonally subordmate his. personal
1nterests to the Partys interests under all mrcumstances

" is the criterion with Whmh to.test hlS layalty to the Party,

to the ‘revolution and to the Communist cause. Since the
-realisation of Communism must depend . upon  the- pro-

letarlat and the Communist Party, Communism will never -
‘be brought about if the interests of the: proletarlat andt

-ihe- Commumst Party are 1mpa1red

At all tlmes and on a]l questrons, a Commumst Party )

member . should take- into account the: interests :of the
Party as-a: Whole -and placé the Party s interests ‘above his
personal ‘problems and interests. It.is the ‘highest prin-
ciple of ‘our Party members-that the Party’s interests are
supreme, Every. Party member should firmly build. up
.. this ' conception -in. his. ideology. This is:what: we have

often  spoken of ;as ‘Party“s‘plnt_’ ‘Part;r conceptmn -Qr ¢
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orgamsatlonal concep’uon. He . should have only the \7
Party and the Party’s 1nterests uppermost in. his mmd
and not con51derat10ns of a personal character. He should
“ensure that his personal interests accord with the Party’s
mterests or eveh: merge with them. Thus . when . his -
personal 1nterests conﬁlct W1th the. Partys interests. he
will be able to: submit to the Party’s interests. and sacnﬁce
his personal interests Wlthout the slightest hesitation or
reluctance. To sacrifice one’s personal interests and even

- one’s life without the:slightest hesitation and even with a
feelmg of happiness, for the cause of the Party, for class. . .
and natronal liberation and for the emancipation of man< = .

kind is the hlghest ‘manifestation of Communist - ethlcs
JThis . is:. a. Party member’s highest manifestation. of

" principle... This is -the manhestatlon of the. purity of

proletanan 1deology of a Party member v-

In the Party our members should not have personal '
alms mdependent of the ' Party’s - interests.. . The
personal aims of our Party merbers can only be part

.of ’cjhe Party’s aims. - For example,’ our: Party ‘members

want to study Marxist-Leninist theory, ‘enhance . their
ability, lead the victoribus revolutionary . struggle of the
broad masses.and estabhsh various kinds of revolutionary
orgamsatmns etc I all these are ‘their - personal aims

‘they are part of the Party’s aims as well since they are

also in the interests of the Pariy:. 'And--the Party cer-
tainly needs-large numbers of such:Party members and
cadres. But. apart frem this our Party members should
not have independent aims:of’ their-own :such’ as personal
position, individual heroism ‘and so-forth..  If they. have
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such alms, they may" depart from: the .Part’ys interests

to such an extent- -as to become opportumsts 1n the Party L

Ifa Party member has only the 1nterests and -aims
of the' Party and Communism in-his 1deology, if he ‘has
np personal aims-and considérations independent of the

—Party’s interests, and if he is really unbiased and unselﬁsh
then he W111 be capable of the followmg —_— -

(1) He lel be capable of possessing very good

Commumst ethics. - Because he has a strict standpeint
~he.‘can both love and hate people’.” He can show

loyalty to and ardent love for &ll his comrades, revolu-’ i

tionaries. and working people, help them uncondltlonally,
treat them with equality and never harm any one- of
them for the sake o&f his own interests. He can -deal

“with thém in = ‘falthful and forgiving’ sp1r1t and ‘put .

“himself in. the position. of others’ - He can consider
others’ problems from their points- of view  and- be con-

siderate’ to. them. ‘He" will never do’ to others anything . -

he-would" not like others to’ do-to him: He can deal
with the most vicious® enemies of mankind in a most re-
solute manner: and. conduct a _persistent struggle _agamst
the: enemy- for the purpose.of defending the_interests of
the Party,. the class and the® emancipation of mafikind.

As:the Chinese saying goes:: - ‘He will worry leng before:
the rest of the world begins to worty dand he will rejoice -

only after the rest of the world has rejoiced.’: Both in

the Party and among the people he will be the first to

suffer’ hardship and the last 16 ‘enjoy himself.. He never
minds ‘whether ‘his conditions “are better -or- worse than
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'others, but he does mind as.to whether -he has - -done

more revolutionary wo;rk than others or whether he has

"~ fought harder. In. times of advers1ty, he will stand out
eourageously. and. -unflinchingly and in the:face of difficul- -
" 'ties ‘he .will demonstrate the greatest sense of responsi--
- bility. . Therefore, he is capable of possessing the greatest'

firmness -and moral courage to- resmtocorruptmn by riches

or “honours, to resist tendencies to vacillate in 'spite of -
poverty “and lowly status and to refuse to yvield in sp1te
of threats-‘or force : . :

(2) He will also be capable of possessmg the greatest i

‘courage. Since he is free from any selfishness whatever -
~and has never done anythmg against his consciencé’, he

can expose his mistakes ‘and shortcommgs and boldly,

_correct them in "the same way as the sun and the moon

emerge bmght and full following a br1ef ecl1ps_e ‘He" is
‘courageous because ‘his is a just cause’. "'He is never '
afraid of truth. - He courageously upholds truth, expounds
truth to others and fights for truth. Even'if it is tem--
porarily to his disadvantage ‘to ‘do so, even if he will ‘be

~subjected to various attacks for the sake of upholdmg

truth, even 'if ‘the oppos1t1on arid rebuff of the great
masjority of people -forces him into temporary isclation
(glorious isolation) and even if on this account his life
may be endangered he will still be able to stem the tide -
and uphold truth and will never res1gn himself to drifting
with 'the tide. 'So far as he h1mse1f 1s concerned he has

;nothmg to fear. -

(3) He will be’ bes‘c capable of acqu1r1ng the theory

-and method. of Marxism-Leninism, -viewing problems:and

.
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perceiving the* real” nature “of ‘the situation keenly and
aptly. Because he has a firm-and. clear-cut’ class stand=

point, - he is -free from: personal’ worzies ‘and’ personal

"- desires which may blur-or distort his observation ‘of thirigs

‘and. understandmg oftiwith. “He has an obJectlve attitude:

He tests+all "heor1es truths ‘and falsehoods in the coursei

of 1‘evolut10na1y practrce and is no respecter of persons. :

(4) “He: W111 also be capable of bemg the most
smcere, most candid and happiest of meérn. ‘Sinde hé’'has

no selfish’ desires. and. since “he has. _nothing to ‘conceal '

- from the Party,/‘there is no’rhmg wh1ch he is afra*d of

tellmg others as the Chmese saymg goes Apart from .
* the’ 1nterests of the Party and ‘of the. revolutlon, he has A

‘no personal losses or gains or. other thmgs to Worry about
' ‘He ¢an ‘look “after hlmself ‘when he-is on his own’. He

. takes care -not-to do wrong thlngs when he. works in- ..
’ dependently and. w1thout supervision and when - there ds ..
ample opportunity for him to do ail kinds. of. Wrong thmgs _

His work will be found in no -way mcompatmle with the
,fPartys interests no; matter how Imany years, later it. is
reviewed, ‘He does ‘not fear . cr1t101sm ‘from others and
“he can courageously and smcerely cr1..1c1ze ofhers That
1s why he can. be s1nce1e candld and happy '

: (5_) .,He Will be_ c'apablevof _possesszhg, the ‘highest
self-respect and self-esteem.. For the interests of -the
Party and of the revolution, he can also. be the mast

. lenient, most tolerant and most ready to compromise and

he will -even J«en’cll‘lr'e",‘-.'if.'r'1et:essary,ifvarious-ft forms of-
- humiliation and injustice without feeling hurt or bearing

s

grudges. : ‘As he has no’ personal ‘aims’ of designs, he has
no ‘need:to flatter others and -does- not. want-others. to

_ flatter him, -éither. He'has no personal favours 1o iask -

of .others, so he has no- need fo:humble-himself in order
to+ask: help from others.: For-the interests of the Party
and the revolution the'can:also ‘take--care -of himself,
protect his life and-health, raise-his- theoretical level and

> enkance: his- ability;: But’ it for the sake of certain im=

portant -aims of the ‘Party -ahd of thé-revélution he ‘s
required: to- ench}re ‘insults, shouldér heavy burdens -and
do worlk which+he is reluctant to do, he will take up the

’most difficult - and- important: “work -without the sl1ghtest

hesrtatlon and W111 not” pass the buck
A Commumst Party member snould possess all the
greatest and noblest virtues of mankind. -He should also

" possess. the' strict and clear-cut standpoint of the Party

and'of the proletariat : (that . is, Party 'spirlt and class
character).  Our ethics ‘are great precisely - because -they.

" are ‘the ethics of Communism and of the proletariat.

Such -ethics are not built’ upon. the backward basis of

: safegu,ardmcy the interests of individuals or a small number

of exploiters. ‘They are buili, on the contrary, upon the

" progressive basis of the interests of the proletanat of the
- ultimate emancipation of mankind as a whole, of saving

the world from destructlon an'l ‘of building -a happy and
beautiful Communist world. = To a Communist, it is-imost
unwortly and inadvisable to make sacrifices for -the in-

. terests of.any individual-or a -small number of people.

But ‘if sacrifice has to be. made for the Party, for class

- and ‘national liberation, that is, for the .emancipation of



greatest majority. of mankind:embracing: countless millions
of people, countless 'COmmumst' Party members will face.
- death ;with .equanimity and make -any sacrifice. Wlthout\
the shghtest hesitation. . To the .majority of Communist
Party members, it will be accepted as-a- matter of course

‘to lay .down one’s life for.a noble.cause™.or fto die for -

’righteousness' if necessary. This is not because they live
in fantasy or -are .ambitious for: praise -and fame ‘but
because -of the1r scientific understanding-of social- evolu-
“tion and,thelr consciousness. This .is .exactly why our
-ethics are the greatest .and the most scientific. Apart.
from"thls, we do not.admit that there are so- -called greater;
-more scientific' ‘super-class’ and general ethics-in a class
'society. . This is -only deeeptive _honsense: ‘These so-
called ethlcs are, -in fact, .built upon .the-basis of safe-
guarding the interests of a. small numberrof  exploiters.
This concept. of eth1cs has always been idealist.in
character’ It is -only We Commounists - who- build -ethics
upon the scientific basis of hlstorlcal materialism ‘and it
is only we Commumsts too who openly build ethics upon
the ‘material basis of the interests-of the: struggle for the
h emanc1pat10n of _the ploletarlat and mankmd

» The Commumst Party represents not only the in=-

terests -of " individual ‘Party members : buktsalso the long-".

range ‘interests-of the .entire "body -of :workers :arid -the
emancipation of mankind. The .Party’s interests:are the
. 'c,r'ys.talisation'zof the interests.not ;only.ofﬁ.‘individual-::Party
members but: alse:of the.entire-body -of workers:and the
emancipation: of :mankind." Apart .ifrom -theinterests of

,manki-_nd,, for..social.- evolutiqn .and: for the.interests of the

5 . . - “

- .Communist :Party-has no-other interests and-aims.

‘ f'a ‘view ‘is not ‘a Communist.

_.and personal development,
- interests fnay come in conflict Wlth ‘or become- antagomstlc

sthe proletariat and the ixemancipation of mankind, the .-

“There-

fore, -the - Commumst Party must not be regarded as’a’

* -narrow, small group like a guild “which - seeks onlythe

. personal interests -of its members. Whoever ‘holds such

. of course, a Party member has his personal 1nterests
At celtam times such personal

to, the Party’s interests. Snould this happen a_Party

: member is requn'ed to sacrlﬁce his’ personal interests un-

‘ condltlonally and should not sacrifice the Palty s interests

to_meet his personal interests. (no matter under What_‘
Since the personal interests . and

cloak or pre,‘cext)
development of the Party .member are mcluded m the

P interests and development of the Party, the success and -
*victory of the Party .and class -also mean the sueccess and
Vietory of a Party member Therefore, only.in the struggle

for the' development success. and victory of the Party. can .

a Party member hope to develop himself. He cannot
divorce hlmserf from the development of the. Party in
.order to strlve for his personal development

- In short,
. ,only in the course of the struggle for the’ development

success .and victory of the Party can .a.. Party member

develop himself; Wlthout this, he .cannot develop himself
at . all. Therefore the personal 1nterests of - a Party
-member must. and can- be made cornpletely 1dent1ca1 with

»‘the Partys 1nterests and development

A member of our Party is-rio‘longer Just an= ordmary
“person. He is a- conscious vapguard fighter ‘of- the pro—

g

LY



e —— —— AR S A RS -

“ letariat. He should mnot only reprcsent his personal
interests.. He should prove himself a conscious. living
‘representatwe of the interests and ideology of the pro-
letariat. ~Since he has-already become one of the repre-

‘sentatives of the proletariat, his personal interests should

never stand out as against the interests of the Party and
proletariat. As to. the cadres and leaders of the Party,
it is all the more necessary for them to become the hvmg

’ 'representa’uves of the general interests of the Party and
of the proleiariat and to thorouonly ‘merge their personal

‘interests and aims in the general irterests and aims -of
the Party and the proletar1at As circumstances now

exist in China, the proletariat alone can best represent

the interests of national liberation. Therefore, our Party
members havé proved themselves the best representatlves
of the inferests of the nation as a whole,

This.is one aspect of the problem to Whlch our Paruy
members should pay atte”ltmn But tbere is ano+her
aspect :

‘ Although the general interests of the Party include
- the personal interests of a Party member, yet the former
-cannot embrace the Whole of the latter. The perbonahty

of a Party member cannot and should not be eliminated. -

In any case a Par’cy member will st111 have someé personal
problems to solve. - Furthermore, he still needs to develep
himself accordmg to his personality  and his special
ability.: Therefore, the Party. permits its members to
- build up their personal and family life and to develop
“their personalities and special abilities so long as these
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“do not violate the Party’s s interests. IV’o'reover,‘unde"r all
possible conditions, the Party “will help a Party member
to develop his personahty and special .ability - in- the

- interests of the Party, provide him with appropriate work

, and working conditions and even give him all possible en~
‘couragement. Also under all possible conditions, the Party .
~will look after and safeguard the personal, 1nd1spe"1$able'
.interests of a Party member—for instance, the Party will

) glve him opportunities fo receive education and to study, ‘

help to solve his domestic and health problems and, if
necessary, even give up certain Party work in order to
preserve comrades, ete. - However, all. such measures are
taken with no other purpose than that of sa:feﬁuardmg ‘the
interests of the Party as a whole because the tasks of
the Party cannot be accomphshed if -the Party. fails to
guarantee its members the-minimum conditions as regards
11v1ng, work ‘and education in order to enable them to
work entnuSIasucally and® without worries. In dealing
-with' the problems of Party members the responsible
leaders of the Party must pay’ attention to this polnt ’
Thls is the other aspect of ‘the problem .

To sum up, a Party member should unreservedly‘

“submit to the interests of the Party. He should be strict

with “himself and' public-spirited and should have: no

.. personal aims or considerations. He should not think only

-of himself in all matters. He should not make a lot of
personal demands on the Party or blame.the Party for
not having promoted or commended him. Besides, a
Perty member shou'lcl endeavour, under-all circumstances,
to study and improve himself to the best of his -ability,
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to s‘trug le courageously and - to . ceaselessly rhise hlS
‘consciousness and his understanding of Marxism-Leninism
in order to render greater contributions and assistance to
the Party ~and the revolution.. In dealing. with Party
menibers’ problems the Party and its leaders must pay
" attention to the working, living and -educational conditions
of Party members in order to-ehable them to do better
. work -for the Party, to develop themselves and -to raise
their consciousness to  the greatest extent in the :pro-
letarian revolutionary cause. Great atten’uon should "be
paid .especially to-those comrades who are really strict
with themselves and public-spirited. Only in this way,

:that -is, only by paying’ attention to both aspects an_d‘

_co-ordinating: them can - the Party be most beneﬁted
‘Examples -of ‘Various Kinds of Erroneous ’
Ideologies in the Party

Comrades! If we take the Communist outlook on
life” and world ouﬂook our understanding of the cause
 .of Communism, and ‘the establishment of a correct re-
lationship between the Party’s interests and those of Party
‘members as our criteria for evaluating our Party members
and cadres we will find out that on the one hand, there
are many Party members and cadres ‘who ‘conform to
these -criteria .and can .serve .as models for .other ‘Party

members, but. that on the other hand there are also some -

" Party ~members. .and cadres- who still do not conform
to these eriteria, and- still retain different kinds of in-
correct -ideologies ‘to a greater or lesser degree. - Here 1l
shall openly point them out in a general way; so that-our

comrades :may pay attention to ‘them - Wh1le carrymg on ’

their self-cultivation. -
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What are the. basically incorrect ideologies:- afnong

,corhrad:es' in the Party? They can be listed: roughly as

follows: - ) o <

Firstly, those who have joined our Party not only
come from different social strata, but bring with them
different aims and motives. Despite the fact that most
members ‘have joined the Party in order to fight for the
realisation.of Communismi, for the great aim of emancipat-
ing the proletariat and mankind, there are, however, still
some other members who have joined the Party for other
reasons and aims. For example, some peasant comrades -

regarded as.‘Communism’ the ‘striking down of the local

despots and the distribution of the land’ which we carried
out in the past’ and they did not understand genuine

Communism as.meaning anythi ng more when they joined
the Party. At the present time quite a few people have
joined the Party chiefly because .of the Communists’

determined” resistance to Japan and because of the anti-
Japanese  national united front. Cértain other people
have joined the Party as a way out because they could
hot' find a way out in society—they had no irade, no
job, no school to attend, or they wanted to escape from
their families, or from forced marriages, etc. . Some came
because they looked up to the prestige of the Party, or
bec’ause"they recognised, though only in a vague way,
that the Communist Party can save China. And finally

‘there were even some individuals who-came because they

counted on the Communists for tax reduction,. or because
they hoped to become influential in the future,. or because

their relatives and friends brought them in, etec, - It is.
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very natural that such comrades should lack a clear'and
definite Communist outlock on life and world outlook,

-~ should fail to understand the greatness and difficulties of

the Communist cause, and should be unable to take :a
firm proletarian stand. . Therefore, it is also  very natural
" that at certain turning points, under certain conditions,
some of ‘them should have wavered _or changed.” They
have brought with them all kinds and shades of ideologies
~into the Party. Conseguently, _their. education, steehng

and self-cultivation are an extremely important matter.:

Otherwise, -they . simply will .not- be. able to--become
vanguard fighters of the proletarlat

Desprte this, however it is by no means ‘a serious
problem. That certain people come to  rely upon the -

Communist Party, come to the Party to seek a way out
‘and " give support ;t’o ‘the Party’s policies—all this, “after
all; csnnot be regarded ds wrong. They are not mistaken

" in having soucht out the Party We Welcome such people

except for the opportumst elements, enemy spies and
tra1tors The Party’s Programme and Constitution must
“be ‘accepted and observed.  As to- ‘further * study and
understanding .of Commumsm and of the Partys Pro-
gramme and Constltutlon they can do this after joining
the Party, and moreovet on the basis of their studies they

can further steel and culti'v‘ate themselves in the course.

of _the -struggle, and make themselves into very good
Commumsts

As a matter of fact, it is 1mb0551b1e to require many
people to have a. profound understanding of Communism

~and of the Party’s Programme and. Constitution before .

g4

they join the Party.

) revolutlonary movement.

" no freedom’ to join the Party).

m

It is for tms reason that we only
prescribe the acceptance of the Party’s Programme and

. Constitution as a condition-for admission into. the Party,
- 1ns‘read of prescribing a thorough understandmg of the

Party’s- Programme . and Coustitution as a condition.
Although such persons still do not thoroughly understand
Communism they can become active fighters in'the course
of the present Communist: movement. and the’ present .
Moreover, in the long course
of the revolutionary strugsfle they can become. éxcellent

~and conscious Comrqumsts fhrough intensive studies and

cultivation. Besuies, our Party . Constitution further

. stipulates that Communist Party members shall have

the freedom to withdraw from the Party (there is
If any member lacks a
profound belief in Communism, cannot endure  strict
inner-Party life, or for any other reason, he is free to
w1thdraw from the Party. So. long as he does not give-
away Party sec1ets does not oppose Commumsm, does

not engage in subverswe activities against the Party, the

Party allows any member to withdraw and . will leave .
him be. As to opportunists - and traitors who “have

sneaked into the Party,: we-will naturally expel ‘them.

In thls Way the pur1ty of our Party can be. preserved

Qecondly, certam Party members . still have an
1deology marked by relatively strong 1nd1v1duahsm and
self-interest..

This kind of 1nd1v1duahsm ﬁnds expression in”the
followmg ways: certam persons, when solving all kinds
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of concrete problems, plz;tce their personal interests above
-.the Party’s interests; ot they are always worrying about

" their” personal gdins. and losses, - weighing  their ‘personal

interests; or: they” engage in jobbery, taking advantage
- of Party work to achieve certain personal: aims; or they
attempt fo- pay. off their personal grudges against other
comrades: on’ the pretext of a question of ‘principle, or of
Party interests: PO ‘ : :

When it comes to questions of salaries, amenities and
other mattersfconcernin‘g private life; they always want
to surpass others, and to compare and compete with the
very highest cadres and’ ‘use- any means to achieve this

-end’, and will brag about such things. But when it
comes to' work, they want to compare with those who are
.less capable. When there are hardships, fhey try to avoid

them; in times of danger, they attempt to run away. As

to orderlies, - they alWays, want more. As to  living
quarters, they always want the best. They want to show
off and share the honours bestowed -on ‘the Party, They
try to monopolise all the good things, but will have no
part in anything that is in something “of a mess. '

Comrades! - There are such people in our Party.
Their. heads -are full of the-ideclogy of the exploiting
classes. .They even believe in .such expressions as:
‘Everyone for himself; and the devil take the hindmost’,
‘Man. is* a selfish animal,’ ‘“There is so. s‘dch»thing in. the
~world as a genuinely unselfish person, or else such a
person is a simpleton or an idiot. They make use of

_all"'such expressions. of the ‘exploiting classes  to justify
their own selfishness and. individualism. - T

6% . -

This kind: of’ selfish- individualism frequently -finds
expression inside. ‘the Party - in. such- mistakes as un-
principled disputes; factional struggles, sectarianism .and
departmentalism. - It also finds expression in achqns- -
which' disregard. or-even undermine at will Party dis-
cipline. Most unprincipled struggles- arise’ from persgr}’al
interests. = Factional *struggles  and - sectarianism- offen
pla_ée the interests of the individual or the minority abqve‘
Party interests. Such people often consciously und_er-
mine the organisation and discipline of the Party in tf_le
course of unprincipled factional’ struggles, attack certain
persohs in' an unprincipled manner or deliberately, and’

-make friends in an unprincipled way with certain people

for the- purpose of not offending each 'other, mutual
shielding and mutual boasting and praising.

As to departmentalism in the Party, it is different
from such individualism. Departmentalism comes about
chiefly becaus'é a comrade sees only partial interests, sees
only his part of the work, does not see the situation as a -
whole and does not see the work of others. . Therefore,
he commits the mistake of only looking after the interests

of his part of the.work to such an extent that he,obstru.ets
" others. Politically speaking,; this is a thing resembling

g.uildisnf. In the case of comrades committing. the
mistake of departmentalism their motives and. their start-
ing points may not necessarily be very bad. This of
course cannot be compsred. with individualism. Newver-
theless, persons with -an individualistic' outlook often
commit: the mistake of  departmentalism. - ‘ ’

T
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Thirdly,- self-conceit, individual heroism, ’showing—off -
ete.,, still exist to "a. greater or lesser extent in :the

ideology of quite a few comrades in the Party.

The first considefation of_ people with such' ideas is
their position in. the Party. . They -like to show off, and
want others to flatter them and admire them. They have

a personal ambition to become leaders. They take ad-~ -
. Vantage of their abilities and like to claim credit, to show

off themselves, to keep everything in their hands and they
are intolerant. They are full of vanity, do not want to
bury their heads in hard Work and are unwilling to
do technical work. They are haughty - When theéy have
made some small achievements they become very arrogant
and domineering as if there were no.one else like them
in the world.  They seek to overshadow.others and cannot

. treat others on equal terms, modestly and politely. They

are self-conceited and like to lecture others, to instruct
and boss others. They are always trying to climb above
others, and do not accept directions from others, do mnot’
learn modestly. from others and partlcularly from the

masses, nor do-they accept criticisms- from others. They ;

like- to be promoted’ but cannot stand being ‘demoted’
They' can only work ‘in’fair- weather’ but not ‘in foul.
They cannot. bear attacks or injustices and are unable
to adapt themselves to -circumstances, They are -not

' ‘great men capable of asserting themselves when necedsary .

or: of keeping in the backg*ound when reguired.’ They

~have not yet got rid of their deep-rooted. ‘desire for fame’
and they try to build themselves up into ‘great men’ and .

‘heroes’ in the .Communist cause, and even have no
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scruples in employing any means for the gratification of -

such desires. However, .when their..aims. cannot’ be
achievéd, when they receive rebuffs or cool treatment

from comrades in.the Party, there is a possible danger
of their wavering. In.the history of the Party there
have been not a few members whe left the Party. because
of such wavering. In the minds of such persons there
exist remnants of the ideology of the exploiting classes.

They do not understand _the greatness of Communism, -
nor do they have the broad vision of a Commumst

. Communists should not mdulge in self- comp1acency
or. haughtiness. Granted - certain comrades; are very:
competent and have done certain work well and made
great achievements.” For example, owr army officers led
thousands upon thousands of men and won victories, or

- our Party and mass-work leaders in ‘varicus places

through their work brought abcut a much mote favourable
situation. Théirs may probably be ‘great’ achievements

- of which they may be proud, yet compared with the cause

of Communism as a whole how great are: these achieve~
ments after all? Their achievements are but ‘a drep in
the ocean’. To a person with a Communist world outlook,
what is there in this that one may be really proud of?

Se far as individual Party members are  concerned
how can one’s. personal position be worth worrying about?

' “One’s position can never be higher than that of an

emperer, | nevertheless, comparing the position of an
emperor with that of a fighter for the cause of Communism,
how great is it after all? ~ It is only ‘a drop in the ocean’;
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as Stalin has said. - So what is there that is. worth worry-
ing ‘and bragging about? - SRR

Yes, in our Party, in the Communist cause, we need -

_ countless - numbers 'of Communist herbes and a great
many Party and mass. leaders with prestige -and: position:

At present, we really have far too few revolutionary’

heroes and leaders with prestige. -We still need to tempet
and cultivate a great number of very good Communist
revolutionary heroes and leaders in all fields.. This:is a
very important thing in our cause ~which simply cannot
- 'be neglected. Whoever shows contempt for this point
simply does not understand how to advance the Com-
munist cause. Therefore, we must still greatly enhance
our Party members’ keenness and aspiration for progress
in the revolutionary cause. At present we are not doing
enough in- this respect. This point -shows itself, for

instance, in: the fact that certain Party members are not .

studying hard enough, and- their interest in politics and
theory is not deep enough. . L

-~ Therefore, we oppose individual heroism and show-
ing-off but we certainly do not oppose such aspiration
for progress among our members—this is'a most precious
quality of Communist Party members. But the proletarian

- - and Communist aspiration for progress is-entirely different’

from - the -individualistjc aspiration for progress. The
former seeks truth; upholds truth and morecver fights
most effectively for truth. It has a perspective of un-
limited development and is of a progressive nature..  But
the latter, as far as the individual goes,. is: extremely
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limited in its progre_ssivé nature and fuxr'therrr%o;?e:‘ l}as n’o
perspective, because, for the sake of the individual’s
persondl interests, it often consciously negates, covers-up

“or distorts truth. Therefore, our cemrades must under-

stand that real leaders and heroes in the Comn,}unist
cause can. never be individualistic ;Lnd self—ap_pomt'ed.
Anyone who appoints himself as a leader or who -in-

dividually tries to become a leader can never become 2
‘leéader in our Party. All leaders, whether - national or

Joeal, have achieved success through mass support. The

rank and-file of our Party will not support as their leaders

-those persons who are self-conceited, -given to ind;wdual

heroism, showing-off, personal ambition for leadership
and vanity. No Party: member has the right to.demand
that other members and the masses support him as a
leader ‘or to safeguard his position as a leader.. Only
such Party members who have not the s}ighte§t personal
aim, who are loyal to the Party, “who have a high degree
of Comi'nu»nist ethics and -qualities, who can master the
theory ~and . methods of ‘Marxism-Leninism, who 1:1ave
_considerable practical ability, who can actually direct
Party work, -who try ‘unceasingly and strenuously to
study and to make progress can win ‘the confidence “and

“support~of the Party and the masses ':_ahd thus become.
heroes and leaders in the 'Communist‘caqse. o

Our comrades should’ further -realise that a Party
member, .a leader or hero, whoever he may be,,_can‘ only .
carry out a part of the work of the Communist cause
and shoulder. only a part of ‘the responsibility. . The~"
Communist cause is a collective task invelving countless
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tens of- millions of persons over 'a iong beri'od of time,

~and ca_nnot be ‘monopolised by any individual. Even our.
great leaders, Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalinfulfilled

only a part of the work of the Communist cause. - Their

‘work still needs the continuous efforts of tens of miilions -

_of us. We ordinary . Party members also carry out a
part of the werk and shoulder a part of the responsibility
in the cause of Commumsm Our part is of course much

’ smaller than that of Marx, Engels, Lenin or Stalin.

Nevertheless, we" all have our part Altl‘oudn there is a
difference between a great part and a small part, ‘it is
@ part all the same. Therefore if we can' do & part of
the. W'OI‘K well, it means thaf we have fulfilled our duty.

Of course‘, we should t_ry, our best to do.a blgger part.

«-But if .we 'eannot, we can still do a smaller: part just as
~well.  So-far as we individually are concerned, this is no-
thing worth -while worrying about.” In’ any case, we

. should at least try not to- obstruct the development of

the Communist. cause, and should -do. our part of -the
. work, be it big or small. That As the aftitude we should

adopt towards our own work. There are certain comrades
‘WhQ are not willing to do technical work, thinking that-
. to do so is to belittle themselves, and that it would prevent -

: them from becoming famous in later generations {aztually
they can, Iike Edison and Stak‘lanov ete. who all rose
ﬁom among technical VVOILELS), and prevent them from
dlsplay_mg _their talents.. They seem to -think. that for

them fo dosuch - work would be a great loss to the

 Communist cause. - Therefore, they more or less lose the
aspiration for progress required of all Party members.

C g

.

Comrades‘ Such a way of thmkmg is 1ncorrect‘

Technical work plays an extremely important part ih our :
Party work. Those comrades who are doing. such work

are alsc doing their part for the. causé of - Communism
in the same way as comrades doing other kinds of work.

- "ACommunist should do any work that is important at
‘the time no-matter whether the work is to his hkmg

or not or whether it can win: popularity or net. For
example, following the victory of the Russian revolution

many cadres doing important- Party "and poh’rlcal work -
were mobilised to learn the art of trade.for the purpose -

‘of carrying out the New Economic Pohcy, for at that time

-only by earrying on trade efficiently could the Commumst

Party -triumph- over private’ capltahsm Even though

‘none of the Party members liked:to do trade yet they
“all did it because it was important.. It was rlght that
they - d1d it, and it- Would have been Wrong if' they had'

no’r

Here let me repeat Party 1eaders in asmgmnd work -

to Party members should.naturally .take into considera-

_tion the .different circumstances of individual Party
members, see to-it that the: work assigned 16 them should

suit their -personality -and help -to develop their strong

’ points and -encourage their enthusiasm for- progress.
: However the Party member to whom the work is: assagned
should not 1efase the aSSIgnment on such grounds

Fourthly, there are a small number of comrades m
-the Party-who strongly reflect the ideology. of ‘the-ex-

ploiting - classes. In deahng with Party comrades and
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Inner-Party probiems they .often adopt methods -used. in
coping with the enemy; being utterly -devoid of the great,
sincere, -Communist -and proletarlan sp1r1t of “mutual
-assistance and sohdanty :

Persons with such an ldeology seek to elevate and
-develop themselves in ‘the Party, but they achieve this
purpose by holding others down.and. obstructing their
development. They ‘want to jump over the heads of
others and are jealous of those who :are more -capable.
© . They feel displeased if others:go ahead .of them, .catch
‘up with them or overtake them. They will not be pleased
‘until. they have succeeded :in keeping others. down or .
_~beh1nd them. They are not willing to be under others.
They only care.about their own well-being, their own’
development, without any-consideration for the difficulties
. of others. When they see other comrades meet with *
difficulties, setbacks, frustration or attacks, they -are

o happy over the calamity, secretly rejoice, and are entirely

devoid of sympathy. They .even scheme to injure- other
-comrades, to ‘throw stones at them when they are already
down .the well” .and take advantage  of the weak
points .and. difficulties of other comrades -to-attack them -
and " ruin ,the,irereputation; In -the Party. they.also take
~advantage of the weaknesses in the Party’s organisation
and work to serve their ulterior purposes, to garner
‘certain personal ‘benefits -by-means .of exacerbating such
weaknesses. In the Party they are fond of spreading
TUmours, speaklng ill of others behind their backs, and
§cheming to ‘drive a ‘wedge in ‘the relations ‘between
‘comrades. They like to take part in all the unprincipled
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disputes .in the. Party; “‘and take great interest in- all
‘contreversies’.. Especially ‘when the Party is in difficul-

- ties, they create and exacerbate such controversies inside

the Party: .

In short, they are thoroughly vicious and not in the
least-‘upright. Is it not a sheer joke to say -that such’
persons can master the theory and method of Marxism-~
Leninism, and can reflect the ideology of the proletariat?
Quite evidently, theirs is absolutely the reflection of the
ideology of the -declining exploiting classes because all
exploiters, in order to develop themselves, will ‘impair
the interests -of others. To increase their own wealth
or to prevent-themselves from going bankrupt durmg a -
depression, the cap1tahsts crowd out .a great many.-
smaller ' capitalists, and compel countless workers. to
starve. . To expand their land, the landlords vexploit the
peasants and deprive many of their landholdings. Fascist .

_countries hke Germany, Italy and Japan, to .expand .
themselves, hindered the development of other countries
" and conquered Austria, Czechoslovakia,. Ethiopis, etc. and ..
‘committed aggression against China. To impair the

interests of others and to render others bankrupt are

" conditions essential to the development of the ‘exploiters. _

themselves, Whose happmess is founded upon others’ suf- )

: ferm gs..

E Tnerefore among exploiters it is 1mpossm1e te find
genume, firm unity, genuine mutual assistance “and
genuine human sympathy. The -exploiters must work -
out freacherous schemes' and -underhanded measures ~
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against others, for it profits thermn to undo others or to.
render them bankrupt. Nevertheless, they are combelled
to tell lies and pose before the masses as pseudo- —sainfs
and ‘supporters. of justice’. These are the characteristics
of all exploiters in their decline. Such things, however,
are also reflected .in the ideology of some people ‘in our
Party. To the exploiters such things may be the standard
of - their “noble’ ethics; but to the proletariat, they are "
outright ’r,reason ’

- The proleuariat is entirely different from what has
~ just been -described.  The proletariat ddes not exploit
- others, but is exploited by others. " There are no basic

conflicts in interests’ among the Workers, or between the
workers and all the other oppressed and exploited toiling
- masses. < To- ‘develop themselves and to win their own
‘emancipation, the workers not only have no need to.
impair the interests and’ deveTopment of other workers
or to111ng people, but have need of uniting with . other
workers and toiling people. Only then can the workers
develop themselves, raise their own position -and
emancipate themselves. ~The emancipation of .the pro-
letariat itself must be accomhpanied by the emancipation
of all toiling people and mankind as a whole. I is
impossible to separately emancipate an individual worker
or a seetion of the workers. The cause of emancipating’

humanity must be carried out to the end, and it is
impossible to stop or compromise halfway. And it must -

be the -common, complete emancipation of humanity as
a whole. - o

6
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The ideology of the awakened workers, reflecting
this objective situation of the proletariat, is entirely

. contrary to the ideology fo the exploiters. On _.the one

hand, they must of course employ the most merciless
measures in dealing with the common enemy of the
people; on the other hand, they never employ such
measures in dealing with ‘their own brothers and com-

‘rades, thus clearly differentiating their attitude “and
measures adopted against their enemy from those directed

towards their frlends and comrades. They have a great
and - sincere fr1endsh1p, love and sympathy  for their -
“own- class brothers and for all the toiling people who are
being exp101ted and oppressed ’“hey display a great
spirit- of mutual aSslstance, of firm solidarity and of
genuine equality in dealing with -their own brothers-’
They absolutely refuse to recognise that any one among
their own brothers or among humanity has any. special .
pr1v11eges and they do not cherish the idea that they
uhemselves have any special privileges. To them such a
thing is unthinkable and an insult. They want to develop
and elevate themselves but they know they must at the
same time develop. others, raise the position-of the whele

- labouring class, and only thus can they elevate themselves.

They *are unwilling to lag behind others as regards
ideology, politics or work and they have a lofty aspiratioh
to strive for progress, but they know they must respect,
love and help those persons who are better qualified in
such “aspeécts. They strive to legrn from such persons

without any jealousy. ’T‘ney show extreme concern for . -
. the palnful and difficult si buatlon of their own class and -
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“of -the whole’ of ‘the: world’s labouring people.. They .are
concerned about: the struggle for the- emancipation of
labouring people -everywhere and about their- victories -
and .defeats.. They realise that every victory or-defeat.

of the‘labouring people; wherever ‘it takes place, means
their . own victory or defeat, and moreover, they express
very -great. sympathy and concern about such: v1ctor1es
and. defeats. . :

They consider that irr' the strug_le for the emaneipa—
tion of any labouring- people or of . all the oppressed

people it Would be criminal to adopt an. attitude of
‘ md.rfference or to dloat over other’s misfortunes. They
“love’ their own comrades. and brothers; they -openly,
frankly and sincerely point out the weaknesses and =
mistakes of their comrades and brothers. (Indeed, this .

is a true expression of love) In matters of principle,

- they never appease or compromise ‘with their comrades
- or even: encourage ‘their: mistakes ‘and weaknesses (to' do

so-would not be an ‘expression of love), but use every

means to. help them overcome and correct such Weaknesses :
‘and: mistakes: ~ They  do' not -utilise - or -aggravate such -

weaknesses and mistakes to force their comrades into an
unfortunate or even hopeless situation.

In- dealing -with:-their ‘own comraaes -and. brbthers,

. they -‘return ‘geod- for-evil’. -If -only the-other comrades
will correct their mistakes they will have not the slightest -

desire -for refaliation. = They 'are able- o require much
from themselves and little from others They- are strlct
Wlth themselves bu’f rather: lement towards other com—

i

78

“rades. ‘Nevertheless; they: take a firm .and:strict position’

in matters ‘of principle;  and adopt.a’candid, upright -and
serious attitude. ' They will not compromise on questions

of principle. . They -will not tolerate anyone who in- any-

way harms -the mterests of the' Party, nor “will -they

_especially. contemptuous of anyone who lavishly: praises,

flatters or-adulates them. in an. um)rmmpled way. - They

oppose..all unprmcrpled. struggles: among their. own ‘com-

. rades .and at' the same time .keep themselves from. being
: mvolved in. unprineipled struggles. They. are not in-

‘_‘ﬂuenced or irritated by those irresponsible and. informal

dccount lose their own stand on matters of pr1n01p1e
or the1r cool- headed and calm attltude ‘

A11 this represents : the 1de010gy of the proletanat

1

—allow anyone. to insult-them without reason.  They:.are.

‘criticisms made behmd their backs and will not on ‘this

and should be reﬂected developed and learnt by every.

one of our Party members. The entire hves of our great

k leaders Marx, Engels, Lemn ‘and  Stalin’ represent the

.

highest model and concrete embod1men:t of such 1deology
A1l this represents the uprightness of humamty in the pre-
sent society, and it is the Communist Party that manifésts
stuch uprlghtness We mus’c promote ahd elevate- such

uprightness in order to overcome all v1c1ousness

) »:Fifthly, bureaucracy still exists in our Party. and

4in various .organisations. ~ I':will ‘speak again -on" this

subject later on. Among some comrades-there still ‘exist

..'such weaknesses as narrow-mindedness. and. the minding

of small matters without taking .into consideration the
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overall situation. They do not have the great courage
“or ‘the far-sightedness of a Communist. Blind to the
-bigger issues, they ‘are very much interested in' small
- matters under their nose. . They are not very -much
. interested in the vital problems and the highly important
events of the Party and the revolution, but instead often
concern themselves with trifles as’ small as a needle ‘or

a piece of thread or with insignif icant remarks. Over such

trifles they will seriously and endlessl y argue with others
“and become overwhelmed with unrestrained emotion.
They can also be easily bribed by others with small
favours or gifts. They have all the characteristics of
narrow-mindedness of the small producer in rural society.

Also there are still: certain individuals who seem to
have no clear and definite standpomt To them, this may
be all right and that may also be a11 right.  They play
ball with both sides and. try to please everybody .To
his face they can get along very well with a person Whom

‘they hate. They can speak well of you to your face, ™
“while speaking ill of you behind your back. They may
speak well of -a certain person to one man, and speak =~

_ill of the same person to another man. = “To show himself,
when speaking, to,be"a respecter .of persons and cir-
cumstances”, to “tack ‘with the wind”, and to lean without
principle cn the winning side—such’ are their characteris-
tics. Sometimes. they are just fence-sitters, watching to

. see ‘which side is winning and going over to that side.
Such people who are neither ‘fish, flesh, nor fowl’ but

who - are - ‘double~dealing’ creatures are not ‘altogether
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unknown in our ranks They display the characteristics -
of a broker. - o oo » -

In addition, there are certain persons who simply
cannot stand the temptations of the exploiting classes of’
the old society. “They begin to waver when they see
around them the kaleidoscopic world, glittering gold and

beautiful women: As a result, they may commit crime, ‘

or may even betray the Party and the revolutlon

) Furthermore ‘the 1mpetuousny, andv 1ncon51stency
‘which characterise the petty-bourgeoisie, and the des-

tructive character of the  lumpen-proletariat and the

‘bankrupt peasaniry are also often reflected in ‘the ideclogy
‘of some of the comrades in the Party We have no need

“to go further with our list.

To sum up, apart from those who represent the -
Communist - ideology ‘of the “great and Tesolute ‘pro- -
letariat, there still exist in’ our Party certain comrades
who, to a greater or lesser degree, reflect various kinds
of non-proletarian ideology and even the ideology of the
declining exploiting classes.” Such ideology is sometimes
latent in the. -Party and ‘only reveals itself in some small
individual- -daily - problems. Sometimes it grows and
systematically - exposes itself -in - various problems of -
principle in the Party, in important political questions
and in inner-Party struggles. Certain individual sections
or links of the Party organisation may also be controlled
or corroded by such erroneous ideology. When it develops
to the highest degree, for instance, during the time when
Chen Tu-hsiu, Chang Kuo-tao and the like were in power
- . ' 81



in the Palty such erroneous. non-proletarlan ideology even
uemporarﬂy controlled the major part or  the  most
important part of the Party 1eadersh1p But in normal
tithes such ‘ideology is “overcome by correct proletarian
ideology. This is -demonstrated’ by the inner-Party
-ideological struggle. -

The same is also the case with certam Party members.
uometlmes their erroneous ideology. lies dormant and
under control.. But at other tlmes it may develop to the

. point of controlling their actions.  This. is ‘demonstrated -

by the contradictions. and struggles ‘between - the  two
different ideologies. possessed by the same 1nd1v1dual

, “Our -ideological cultlvatlon means that we should
‘ 'conscwasly adopt the proletarian .and Communist cutlock
on life and world outlook and have a correct understand-

ing . of the, .relationship . between individual ‘development”

and ‘the mterests of the emanc1pat1on -of: the .class, nation
) and mankind in order to overcome and eliminate all kinds
of. 1nc0rrect and non-proletanan 1deolog1es

) The Orlgin of the Va,rlous Erroneous
Ideologles in the Party

Comrades' The . Communist Party represents the
',brlghtest and the most . -progressive. side of contemporary
_human soc1ety Tt is. here -that. the best ideology- - of
humamty———Ma:Lx1sm—Len1n1sm—-ex1sts and. develops. Ga-.
: thered together in the .Communmnist - Party are the world’s
_most conscious, proﬂresswe -and_sound persons with the
‘highest sense of morality and righteousness. They per-
vsmtently ﬁght agams.. all evil 1nﬂuences and struggle for
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the 'bright future and for the final emancipation.of human

society. . The Chinese Communist Party is one of the best =

Communist Parties in the world. It is powerfully armed

' with Marxist-Leninist theory, -and, at.the same time;: it

has inherited the finest traditions of the many progressive

-thinkers and .prominent men who have made great-

achievements-.in- past. generations in China’s history. It .
stands: for the most progressive and the  brightest side
of Chinese society. In. its “organisation are gathered
together the most splendid' Chinese men and women. : Irt
has carried on a protracted struggle against the old, evil
influences and tradititns of Chinese society and it has
accumulated rich experiences and :‘gone -through many
trials over a long period of revolutionary: struggle. ~All
these are matters which we Communists ean be proud: -of.

.. Furthermore,  we can -assert, with full confidence and:on

every authority, that we -shall certamly achieve final
v1ctory and ﬁnal success.

However even S04 not everythmg in our orgamsatmn

«is_perfect. Our organisation.is not without defects. or
- mistakes, Our ranks are not without unsound elements -
. or-even thoroughly bad eggs.. .And it is still not impossible
for such -unsound elements: and bad eggs to -do-foul and

harmful things. That is to say in our bright Party there
are still -things of darkness, there is still' a .seamy -side..

. These -are the things Which I have previously enumerated.‘

© Onee a family has- taken in marriage ‘an ugly: son- .

in-law - or -daughter-in-law, - it will not - be - possible . to

‘keep him or her from meeting: the ‘guests. With regard
o R ’ 183



to: the. things of darkhess, ‘even if we try 'to>vadopt an

attitude of ‘not washing our dirty linen in publi¢’, it will

be imipossible. "The masses of people are in’ constant

contact . with our Party, our sympathisers will. .come to -

visit- us, and a vast. number of pedple, young men and
" women, who look up to us, desire to come here (Yenan

. —Translator) to'learn from us or to ]an our Party. When = .
they. areive here, apart from seeing all our progressive,
‘bright, and beautiful things and family-members, they . .
‘will meet our ugly son-in<law or daughter-in-law, who.

~-in the presence of many people, talks nonsense, or makes

"a fool -of himself or herself. In such cases.some :of our .

" guests and new.Party members will wonder.:- They will
-ask such guestions: Tsn’t the Communist Party ‘supposed
to be the best? Aren’t Communists the best men and

~women? Why are there still such ugly persons and bad
things in the Communist Party? . Isnd: this swange"

" Seme young comrades, before they ]omed the Party,

L were very bitterly dissatisfied with existing society and.

- felt that there was no way-out and that only-the ‘Com-
" mitinist Party offered the brightest hope. They thought
that. after they joined ‘the Party everything would be
satisfactory and’ hopeful: ~But after- they joined they

“began to -feel that-in the Party there were also certdin -

mistakes, defects and ‘things-‘of darkness.- Moreover, in
fact, we cannot make them feel satisfied with everything
(because what they find to be satisfactory may be more
- or less not in conformity with the interésts of the Party
and the revolution). What-they now -actually feel does
not-exactly coincide with ‘thelr former ideals. Then they
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began to feel doubtful and pLZZIEd and asked “Why aré, -
there also such thmgs in the Co*nmumst Party?”" Before -
some of them cameé :to Yenan- and entered- the Antl—

Japanese “University they -thought that Yenan and the
Antl-Japanese University -must be as good ‘as they had
dreamed them .to be, -but - after they had arrived and

.entered the University ’cney found that not everythmg was-
;satlsfar‘uory Then they again became puzzled, asking:
.“Why are there still such unsatisfactory things at Yenan
.. and in the Anti-Japanese University?”- Certain persons -
" even became pessimistic and disappointed ‘because they
,could not: ﬁnd answers to these questlons

Wl‘fh reference to thése ques’clons, in addmon to )
sharpening  our vigilance and instructing . our Party

- members and cadres to pay.serious attention ‘to. carefully-
_ treating- and ‘guiding . our- new-Party members and those

who are 1nchned to us, and not giving them an unfavour-

_able impression, it is necessary to give an explana’mon to
. .our comradus 1ns1de and out51de of our Party

 Why are there stﬂl such bad thlngs in the splendld

g Orgamsatlon‘of our Party? 'The‘reason,:I think, is very
.simple. It is that our Party is not a Party that has )

fallen from the heavens; it is a Party which has grewn out

- of the existing Chinese society. = Although in general -our ;
Party members are relatively . the best Chinese men and -

women, -the ~vanguard of the> Chinese proletariat, they
-come, - however, from every stratum: of Chinese society
and are still Hving. in this society which is replete with

-‘the influences of the exploiters—selfishness, “intrigues,
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bureaucracy and every}:kind of Elthy‘thing. “Most: of our
best Party members -are unlikely to be influenced by
such things, -but is it so -strange that: there: should:still

be other Party members who to a"greater or lesser extent

'bring into -our Party, or reflect in our Party, some of the
filthy ‘things of society? Is it anything strange that there
are muddy stains on a person who crawls out of the
mud and-who constantly dabbles in the mud? It is.not
strange at .all. 1t is .a matter of ‘course.” It would be
“very strange - indeed if there were absolutely no such
filthy- things in the Communist Party. How could it be
possible for such a filthy society to give birth.to a Com-
munist Party that is perfectly immune from filth? It is

utterly inconceivable. - It’ ean be said ‘that so. long’as

there are still:such ‘filthy things, so long as there are

- still “classes, and the ‘influences of the exploiting c¢lasses
in society there are bound:to be such filthy things in the
Communist Party to some extent

<

Therefore the Commumst Party is: eonfronted with
the task of  carrying on the revolution and it is

necessary’ for  Communist - Party members to. carry on’ ‘
self- cultlvatlon and steeling. ' Because of this, in-addition .

“to waging struggles against all dark and backward in-

-fluences and things-in  society we must ‘cafry ‘on: inner--

Party struggle to oppose the wavering, unsteady elements
who. reflect in the Party: all kinds of dark and backward
things in society.- This cpn‘stittité‘s: the -very basis of our
_inner-Party contradictions and inner-Party struggle. .In
“the course of the various struggles inside and outside .of
the Party:we seek-to. -remould society, to-gradudlly rid
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it -of the:dark, backward things and at the same time.to
remould our Party and- Party members, to solve inner-
Party contradictions so as .to develop our Party and
Party meémbers: to: a sound and. firth level.

Comrade- Stalin says:.

. .the:sources ot' contradlctlon within-proletarian parties

lie in two c1rcumstances B
- What are these cn‘cumstances"
- Firstly, pressure by the bourgeoisie and bourgems

ideology on the- prole’carlat ‘and its Party-in the ‘course of

. the -class struggle—pressure “which the least ‘steadfast strata
: of-the proletariaf; and that means the least steadfast strata
of - the- proletarian Party, not infrequently give way to. It
.- cannot- be- considered ‘that the proletariat- is ¢ompletely
~ isolated “from -society, thatoit stands-outside : society., -The

proletarlat is part of soclety, connected with its various strata
. by numerous ties. But the Party is part of the proletariat.
‘Therefore; the Party canhot be.free of connections with; -and

_the influence of, the various strata of bourgeois society. The
pressure: of the bourgeoisie and -its ideology. on- the proletariat:

and its Party. finds expression in the fact that bourgeois

ideas, morals, customs and moods not infrequently infiltrate =

into the proletariat and its Party through certain strata of the

proletariat, con.neeted in one way or .another Wlth bourgeois

society.

presence of different strata within the working . elass. I
““thirk that the proletanat as . a class, may be dlvmed info
“three’ strata. -, : R ol

One stratum is the basic mass of the proletadat its core,

its permanent part;, it is that mass of. ‘thoroughbred’ pro-
letarians, which has a;ready Iong ago severed its ties with

Secondly, the heterogenelty of ‘the Worklng class the =
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- the capitehst clziss Thls stratum of the proletarlat is the
most. dependable support of Marxism.

‘The second stratum~con51sts of those who only recently
came from the non-proletarian classes, from the peasants, the

: middle classes, the intelligentsia. These people who come

"from other classes, who only recently joined the ranks of

the proletariat, have brought with them. into the working

. . class their customs, their ‘habits, - their hesitations, their

instability. - This stratum represents the most favourable

breeding ground for all sorts of anarchlstlc sem1-anarch1st1c
and ultra-leftlst’ grouplngs -

Flnally, there 1s a third stratum the workmg ClaSS’

.. aristocracy,- the elite. of the working class, the best provided

for sectlon ‘of the proletarlat with- its tendency towards a

compromise, with the bourgecisie, with its dominant tendency
to adapt- itself to the powers that be, with its. striving *‘to

. become ~a somebody This stratum represents the best
T bleedmg ground for outspoken reformlsts and opportumSLs

Comrades! “This is the or1g1n of various non—,pro—

letarian ideologies, errors, defects and filthy things which -
- still exist in our splendid proletarian Party. This-is the-

origin of the various contradlctlons that still exist in the
Party

The Attlmde Towards Varicus’ Erroneous Ideologies
‘In the Party and Inner-ParW Struggle .

Because of the influence of the . exploiting classes,

because of the heterogeneity of the working class and of

our Party, there arise among different Party members
differences in, meolcg viewpoi nt custom, habit and
mood; - there ' _arise among diﬁérent - Party - members
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differences of Varylng degree in their ph.llosophy of hie
their- world - outlock, and ‘their. -concept. of ethics; “and
there arise. among dlfFerent Party- ‘members - differences
in methods of looking at things and ways of thinking
with regard  to various revolutionary problems. Some
look" at things in a correct objective manner, from the
"angle of their development- and their inter-connection;
while others look at things in an incorrect subjective
manner; taking things to be in a state of stagnation and
_isolation. Some only observe or exaggérate this aspect ’
of things, while others only see or exaggerate that aspect
of thmgs that is 40 say, tney do not view problems as a
.whole in dccordance with the laws of the development
and relation’ of obJectlve things, but. view problems in
a one- 51ded and subjective way; “therefore dlﬁerenr*es as -
to the method of activity are brought about among Party
members and differing ideas, views and arguments’ arlse'
and in this Way 1nner—Party struggles are aroused

Such dlﬁerences and arguments W111 1nev1tably'
become all the sharper, especially at turning - points  of
the” revolutlon in condltlons of ever- 1ntens1fy1ng revolu{
tionary struggles and growing hardships and under, the
influence and pressure of the exploiting class and 1tsi
ideology. Therefore, the crux of the problem is not
whether there are differences’ in ‘ideclogy and opinions
in the Party—there are bound to be such differences.
“The point is how: to solve the contradictions within the .
Party, how to get:rid of these differences, how to.over-
come the various erroneous non-proletarian ideologies in

. the Party. - Naturally, it is-only through inner-Party :
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struggle thatfwe can .soive these - contradictions, clear-

away the' differences, and overcome the ~variouserroneo_us
ideologies. -~ Just as Engels said: ‘No one can 'et any
" time "hide contradictions for long.. Contradictions must
be solved by ‘means of ‘struggle.” <

Dlﬁerent kinds of people, both inside and outsuie of .
the Party, -hold - different - kinds *.of views and: adopt -
different kinds - of “attitudes- towards: the various errors
and defects and undesirable things in the Party.

‘ People of one k1nd do not see or are unw1111ng to
see the defects, errors, and - undesirable . thmgs in the
Party. 'They are bhndly optimistic and take it for granted
that everythmg is all right in the Party; therefore they
relax . their -vigilance and slacken their stfuggle agamst
the defects, errors and a11 the unde51rable thmgs

People of a second kmd ‘See- nothmg or almost nothing
but errors, defects and undesirable things; they do not
see the .bright’ side of the Party They consider that
nothing is good in the Patty; therefore they become
ﬁeSsi’mistic disappointed and lose their confidence in the,
future of the Party. ~ Or they become alarmed and regard
»such thmgs as ‘disastrous’.

Both of these ‘views are" incorrect and one—suied
Our view is different from both. <On ‘the:one “hand; we:

know that our’ Party is the most progressive, most

revolutionary political ‘party of the Chinese proletariat.
On the other hand, we' clearly realise that in our Party
there are still various kinds of errors, defects and un=
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desirable things both large ‘and small. At the same
time  we clearly understand ‘the orlgm of these thlngs,
the method of gradually correcting them and eliminating

them. Accordingly, we must strengthen our eﬁ‘orfs and
work and carry on the necessary struggle ‘in! order to .

‘advance our Party and‘ the revolution.

- Just as the sLandpomts and views of vamous persons
are dlfforem so there are also different kinds of attitudes

- towards the undesifable things in our Party.

. The first kind of attitude.is: To emoy seelnd the:
defects, errors and undesirable things in' our Parfy and -

_ to gloat over them and by every means utilise and magnify

them in order to undermine our Paruy (sometimes the
method used is to’ oppose ‘certain mistakes and t0 gupport
the Party line in such a manner as to channel the mis-

 takes in another direction).' This is the attitude adopted .

by .our enemies outside the Party and. by .the spies :and
tro‘cskmtes lurking within the Party.. :

~ The second kind of attitude 4s: - To sympathlse Wlth
accept and learn from certain erroneous 1deolog1es and
bad examples in order to gratify. certain personal
ambitions and desires. People with- this attitude consider
that the existence of certain defects and errors in the
Party is to their advantage, therefore they themselves
conscmusly or unconsciously promote the development of
such defects and errors and make use of them. This is
the "attitude ‘adopted by opportunists and Party members

~of the most undesu‘able character.
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The third kind ‘of\at‘uitude is: To leave thesé érrors,
defects and 1undesirable things undisturbed and to let

them take their own course. ‘People ‘with this attltude,

try to, take - thmgs easy’ and are: unwilling-. to swuggle
against these things. Or they. fear inner-Party struggle
and self-criticism, and consider these as harmful and not
Dbeneficidl to the Party. Or they are apathetic and
unwilling to recognise these phenomena or they .adopt a
pérfur;ctory, conciliatory and eclectic attitude towards
these phenomena. This is the attitude adopted by Party
. members who ‘have but a weak sense of duty towards
the Party and who are profoundly imbued with 11berahsm
and who are guilty of bureaucracy
e : : .

i The fourth kind of attxtude is:’ To harbour wviolent
‘hatréd towards the erross,” defects and persons in the
Party whose ideology is incorrect.” People with this
attitude bluntly sever relations with such persons, attempt

o purge them aund  expel them from the Party at one.
stroke. But if they fa11 in this ot if they themselves meet .

with rebuffs they glve up and become disheartened and
melancholy. - They ‘mind their own- business’, keep
themselves aloof or stand far away from the Party. This
kind of absolute attitude .also finds expression in a
mechanical understanding of inner-Party ‘struggle and
self-criticism.” They - think~ that the more bitter.’ the
struggle among comrades in the Party the better; they

‘ raise every trifle to a so-called ‘level of principle’; they

label the tiniest fault as political opportunism,-ete., and
abuse the organisational methods: of the Party or even

methods used in struggles- outside the Party to punish’.
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comrades. They do not carry oin the 1nner-Party struggle

in .an approprlate and concrete manner in gccordance
with the objective requirements and the laws of develop-
ment of objective things, but, on the contrary, they carry

-on the ‘struggle’ mechanically, subjectively, violently and

unscrupulously. . They consider that inner-Party struggle
must be carried on under any circumstances, and the

~ more frequent and the more bitter the struggle the better,

with the result that they deliberately hunt for" ‘targets
for struggle deliberately create inner-Party struggle,
and seek.to promote the work of the Party by relying
upon such .mechanical- ‘struggle’.. This is the attitude
adopted by Party members who do not understand the
origin of the contradictions within the Party and who
lack knowledge of fhe methods of dealing with inner-
Party differences and who only mechamcally understand
1nner-Party struggle

’];he ﬁfth kind of attitude is. the very att1tude we
sqould adopt an attitude which 1s opposﬂ:e to the four
kinds prev1ously mentioned.

" We first of all recognise and meke out which
of the various phenomena, ideologies, diverse opinions

--and views are correct, beneficial to the lond-lange interests
_of the Party and the revolution and which of them are

incorrect and detrimental to the long- ~range interests .of

. ‘ the Party and the ‘revolution. Maybe both sides to the
dispute are wrong but a third opinion and view may be
- right, After-sober analysis and consideration we decide

our clear-cut attitude, and take up our stand on the
correct side: We do not blindly follow or idolise anybody:
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2. We. study, promote, and develop all t‘na’c_is;, gnod
and upright and uphold all the.correct views and opinions

in the Party. We do not imitate the bad examples or

allow ourselves to be influenced by 1ncorrect 1deology

3. We do not adopt a liberal attltude but carry on an
) 1rreconcrlab1e struggle against various ideologies and-
views which dre. wrong - in principle and. against all

.undesirable phenomena in the Party: in -order -to con- -

stantly try to overcome such-mistakes and phenomena.
We do not temporise or permit the ‘development of these
mistakes and phenomena to jeopardise the intevests of
the Party. Nor do We fear this. klnd -of 1nner Party
struggle.

4. We do not, however, adopt a mechanical, fab.'solufre
. attitude. We combine irreconcilability .and clarity: in

4
pr1nc1p1e with flexibility in the methods of strudgle and

with the spirit of patient persuasion. In the course of

prolonged  struggles, we seek to educate, criticise, steel

and reform those comrades who possess erroneous ideo-

logies but who are not incorrigible. In ‘a conerete and-
appropriate way we carry on. ideological struggles in the -

Party which -are. essential to the . various questions, . of

prmc1p1e at different stages but do not recklessly -carry _

. on struggle in the Party in a subjective, mechanical and
. fanatical manner. Nor are we addlcted to. struggle

5. By .means of inner-Party: strugcle we consohdate
the Party -and enhance.-its discipline :amd prestige, and

" mete out organisational penalties to the incorrigible

94

he

elements ‘or even expeI them from -the Party in order

-to ensure the soundness and consolidation  of our Party.

This . is ‘the attitude -which all good and mature Party

’ members should adopt.

; Of the five previously-mentioned att1tudes only the'
fifth is the .correct Bolshevik attitude. - It is 0bv1ous
that the ﬁrst and second attitudes are -incorrect. It is
not at all strange that our .enemies should make use
of -all our errors: and defects in order to undermine
our- Party. In addition to -constantly sharpemng our

. vigilance, we should, ‘on every ‘occasion” when: defects

and mistakes occur-inside the Party, reduce any oppor-
tunity which could possibly be utilised by the enemy.
This 1s the bounden duty of every comrade who loves
our Party JIf in the course .of 1nner-Party struggle a
Party member’ ignores this point, or is only concerned
with v1ctory in the immediate struggle and' his own.

’ momentary grat1ﬁcat1on or if he does not reject ass15tance

from bad elements, but joins. An ‘with them, or if he
utlhses certain forces and help from_outside the Party
in order to attain a certain goal in inner-Party strudgle
he will commlt an unforglvable ‘political . mlstake and’
a gross. V101at10n of Party d1sc1p11ne

Our Party ‘members should reflect the correct
ideology, learn’ from good examples. and not frorn incorrect
ideologies ‘and bad examples in the Party. ‘They should
fight against such incorrect ideclogies and bad examples:
,There are,. however, still certain comrades in the Party
who, apart from reflecting ‘correct ideologies and follow—
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1ng good exarnples sometimes more or less reflect certam
incorrect ideclogies’ and follow. bad examples. It seems
easy for certain comrades to learn to be bad-but hard

for them to learn to be good Thls deserves -our serlous'

attentlon

These comrades in the event of certain mistakes -

occulrlng in the Party, are apt .to “help to develop or
magnify such mistakes either intentionally or uninten-
~ tionally and in the course of inner-Party struggle they
often line up on the wrong side, or for certain reasons
they join -the winning side. These comrades. = will
scarcely make any. progress, unless serlously prodded and
steeled. ' ' :

s

_Instltute of Marxism-Leninism that the comrades of the
third kind who adopt a liberal and bureaucratic attltude
towards the various errors, defects and undesirable

phenomena are of course extrernely\ wrong and entn'ely-

non-Bolshevik. For in Party Construction which you
have - studied, there is a whole chapter devoted to the
necessity of self-criticism and ideological struggle in the
Party. Lenin and Stalin have likewise 'on many occa-
sions given cledr and profound explanations on thig point
to which you may make reference, and the fourth and
~ fifth chapters of the book On Political Parties,. pubhshed

by. the Chinese Publishing House, deal with this question
‘at great length, therefore I need not go into details now.
What I do want to point out, however, is that there are still
not a few comrades in the Party. who -adopt thls klnd

Ce6 ‘ )

It is, I think, qu1te clear to you students- of the'

of attitude. They have ‘been very inadequate in carrying

on. self-criticism..and 'particularly in self-criticism from

-the lower levels upwards, and in exposing various errors,

defeets, - and unae51rable phenomena " in the Party in a
respons1ble formal, and 51ncere manner in order to cor-
rect and -eliminate them. In this respect, we still need
‘great improvement. - But there is quite a lot of irrespon-

~sible; informal and cowardly criticism and discontent,

backbiting and gossiping in the Party about this or that
person or corcerning this or that matter, These are two
expressions of ‘liberalism'in the Party, This shows that
the political development and .courage on the part of: some -
comrades in the revolutionary struggle are still “inade-
quate and that the correct practice of inner- Party demo-

cracy is also still inadequate.
!

Certam comrades dare not dlspense with face-saving,

. fear to glve offence to others or to- incur their animosity -

or counter-criticism. - They would: ratherleave the various

_errors and defects in the Party alone’ and ‘adopt a

perfunctory attitude .of ‘muddling through’ and . ‘the .

- less trouble the better’ and yet they criticise others be-

hind their backs. This is not beneficial but detrimental
to-the Party. “Such irresponsible criticism and talk may
lead to- unprincipled disputes and. splits in the Party, and
may offer opportunities to spies lurking in the Party and

- bad - elements to carry on disruptive activities in -the

Party.  Furthermore; the mistaes and defects' in the
Party W111 never be corrected by means.of such kind of

] 1rrespons1b1e criticism. Therefore the Party rules adopted -




at the .Sixth Plenary Session of the Central Committee of
the Communist Party of China prohibit such irresponsible
criticism and talk..and. promote -inner-Party, respon31b1e

and formal self-criticism which is beneﬁc1al to the Party

Since various errors, defects and incorrect, .non—f

proletarian ideologies exist in the Party,. each of these
incorrect ideologies may at some time. develop - into
a certain trend in the Party, give rise to.differences in

_the Party over certain principlés- and affect the Party’s

unity- in-action. If under such conditions we do not
correctly ‘carry .on self-criticism +in the Party-and - con-

stantly expose and correct the various errors and defects,

overcome all incorrect. ideologies and conduct inner-Party

struggle to overcome inner-Party diﬁererices,,»butv;,instead'\
adopt an eclectic attitude and ‘middle’ line and try to
muddle through—then ‘we shall not be: able to corréctly -

“educate " the -Party, “the  proletariat, and the  masses’
‘(Stalin). “We shall not be able to advance or develop’;
‘we shall no longer -be pro]etarian‘revolutio'naries and
we shall be .doomed to failure’ (Lenin). .

Stalin says:

- The “middle’ 1ine on guestions of‘princ’ple is a-‘line’ that
muddles up one’s head, a ‘line’ that covers up differences, a

Tline’ of ideological degeneration of the Party, a ‘hne”of

1deologlca1 death of thé Party.

The pohcy of the “mlddle line on questlons of prmc1p1e :

is not our policy. The policy of the mld‘dvle line on questions
of nprinciple is the policy of a party that is declining and

‘degenerating from day to day, Such a policy cannot but
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~ lead to.the transformation of such a party.into an. empty
. bureaucratlc organ, functmnmg fruitlessly and detached from
. the Worklng masses This road is not for us.

Therefore,. the overcoming of: ‘the contrad1ct1onst'

: __Withm the Farty by means of struggle is the law of develop-
""ment of our Party. .. the All- Union Communist Party

(Bolsheviks) grew and gamed strength by overcomlng the
- contradlctlons W1th1n the Party

“Therefore it 'is incorrect to - ‘adopt a liberal - and

'_'bureaucratlc attitude; - self-criticism must be* developed

and. infier- Party struggle carried on to' oppose all un-
desirable' phenomena, and-fo -overcome differences ‘in the
Party, before 1t can - be consohdated developed and.
advanced. : o

leerahsm is manlfested in another phenomenon

"When a particular dispute has broken out’ in"'the. Party
-many- comrades put a51de their regular work and for days
~ and nwhts engage - in inconsequential dlscussmns or

delib’erately indulge in denouncing everything -in the
Party, and in the course of such debates they ‘weaken

© Party unity, disintegrate"uhe solidarity of the cadres;

weaken Party discipline, incapacitate the’ Party leader-

- ship, destroy Party prestige ‘and convert militant Party,,
- organisations .and’ the 'Party apparatus intp ‘debating

,soc1et1es Cases like this have taken place more than .
once in the past in certain of our Party orgamsatlons
‘As Stalin says: ‘This is not ‘Self-CI‘ItIC].S];n but a scandal’
“This is slandering the working class.’ This is alien, anti- -
Bolshevik ‘self-criticism’. It has nothing in common with
99:-
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the self-criticism we advocate. . The reason why we need
self-criticism is not to destroy Party prestige, undermine
. Party dlsclphne weaken Party leadership, but to" pro-
~mote. Party prestige, consolidate Party dlsclplme and
strengthen Party leadership. :

' The comrades of the fourth kind who adopt' an

absolute attitude are also wrong. This attitude is the /

. oppos1te of liberalism — the third attitude mentioned
above. Those who adopt this attitude do not: 'understand
that the incorrect ideologies in the Party have a deep-

rooted social origin ‘and cannct be -elimindted at one .
stroke.. All comrades in the Party,. at different. times,

‘are more or less -apt to reflect some’ incorrect -ideology

of soc1ety Only people like Marx, Engels, Lenin and - .

Stalin who were so.pure, so firm, and so. correct, keen
and . profound in observing thmgs can be -perfectly

free from the 1nﬂuence of these ideologies. That is why

Dr. Sun Yat-sen called Lenin “he sage of the revolution’.

‘It is inevitable that everyone of us will commit some,

‘mistakes in our work. If we do not tolerate and make

allowances but absolutely reject and even eliminate all

comrades who to some . degree or .other /reflect non-
proletarian 1deolog1es of. society and. Who commit some

mistakes but who are not incorrigibly bad elements, then -

our Party cannot be built up. The ultlmate ‘result of
such re]ectlon and -elimination may lead to the eventual®-
elimination from the Party of the very comrades ‘who
adopt this absolute attitude, because they are not ‘sages

of the re_volutlop and they themselves cannot help com-
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mitting mistakes. For example, in ‘cne past some. com—} '
rades committed mistakes during the campaign -to sup-:
press reactionary. elements because they adopted this
absolute attitude. Comrades Who adopt this attltude do:

- not specifically understand that in the course -of -‘the

struggle for the cause of Commumsm the .greatest and '
most difficult. task is to translorm mankind into selﬂess
citizens of Communist society. If they understand this
point, if they understand that even mankind with all its

‘weaknesses, can in the long course of struggle be steeled,
,_educated ‘and converted into hlghly civilised Commun-‘ '

ists, why can they not- educate’ and. reform. the Party'
members who have joined the Party but who still retain
to some degree or -other the remnants of the ideology of

- the old somety"

' Naturally‘, it needs long, patient education and steel-
ing to reform and educate these Party ‘members. It is

" a difficult task. However, if we' are reluctant to under-

take this srhall, difficult task and shrink from it, how
can we talk about changing the world and mankind‘? '
Since we have made up our minds to undertake, and
not to shrink from, the unprecedentedly arducus task of
changing’ the world and mankind what othér arduous

"tasks in the world today can daunt us? Party members
“who believe in the Comimunist philosophy of life and

world outlook ‘are dauntless and. unafraid of any .diffi-
culties and: hardsh1ps and. at the same time understand
that the course of progress of world events is a tortuous.

one. The comrades who adept an absolute attitude do
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not ‘yet' understand- the arduous and tortuous nature of
the cause of Communism. il they fear hardshlps ‘desire

to travel a s’craight road, to eliminate at one stroke all
the unde51rable thlngs and immediately to leap into their
1deal World they will certalnly run their heads agalnst
the wall. After they have Tun their heads against the

wall they will become pessimistic and disheartened,
lose- ‘Eheir confidence in the future of the cause of Com-
mumsm, thus exposing the very substance of then‘ non-
proletarlan 1deology What a pity it is that there are
still not a few comrades in our Party who more or less
adopt such an athtude'

The reason why mner-Party strudgle is neces<ary
.-is that differences over principles inside the Party are

brought about in the 'course of the development of the

Party and the struggle of the proletariat; at such times,

differences .can. be overcome -and contradlctlons solved-jv
‘only by'a fight for one or- the other Drmcmle for one

or the other goal of the struggle for one or the other
method: in the struggle leadmg to that goal.’ No com-

promise will be of any a\raﬂ Inner-Party struggle -is:

necessary not because we like to struggle- or to argue.
That is to say, when questions have developed to the
level of prihciple and cannot be solved by any means

but struggle, we -should - unflinchingly earry ‘on inner-

Party struggle to solve them. It does 'not mean that we
’ have 0" conduct inner-Party struggle in & fussy and
uncompromising ‘way -and’ with a-long- face, ‘against all
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dissenting views congerning current policies and purely

practical matters.. Comrade Stalin said:
" We can and must reach all ‘kinds of agreements with
dissenters within the Party on questions of current policy, on
questlons of .a purely practlcal character.

. When ‘opportunlst ;deologv manifests itself and

. differences in principle také place in our Party, we must

carry ‘on struggle to oppose these erroneous principles ¥
and opportunism and overcome -them; it does not. mean
that when there is’ ‘no difference in’ ‘principle, no oppor-
tunism in the Party we' subJec’uvely and deliberitely try
to ‘magnify some difference in- opinion -among the com- .
rades - ¢oncerning certain purely practmal mattérs and®

_take ‘it for ‘difference in p*"lnr'lple ‘and - deliberately
hunt’ for certain comrades as ‘opportunists’, regarding
_them as ‘targets” in inner-Party -struggle. It does not

mean. that we think that the work of the Party, the

Vdevelopment of the Party and the v1ctory of the prole-

tarian- revolutionary struggle will be m1raculou<ly ex-
panded simply by relying upon intensifying the fire

-against such. “targets’. Of course, this is not conducting
- inner-Party struggle seriously but is simply making a
- mockery of the Party, and making child’s play-of inner-

Party struggle, whrch is of an- extremely serious nature.
I. .

It s nocessary to prod pubhcly CI‘lthlse or even

" mete out orgamsatlonal penalties to certain comrades in

the Party who, having committed mistakes in. prlnmple,
and displayed opportunist ideology, turn a. deaf ear-to
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persuasion; ignore® Party cr1t1c1sm and. - furthermore
persist in their errors and become so headstrong and
obstinate as to struggle against the policy of the Party
or adopt a double-faced -attitude.  But we -should - not
attack or punish comrades who have -committed mistakes
if they do not persist in their mistakes and after dis-
cussion and persuasion, are willing to correct their mis-

takes and give up the1r former points of view, or when-

they are calmly thinking over their mistakes or are dispas-

sionately discussing them with other comrades. In carry- -

-ing on self-criticism and inner-Party struggle we do not

mean that the grimmer the face the better nor do we mean

that the more .comrades we punish the better. The
highest aim of self-criticism and inner-Party straggle is
to effectively educate the Party, to educate the comrades
who have committed. mistakes, to correct errors and to
consolidate the Party If this. aim can be attained by
reans . of peaceful dlscussmn .persuasion and criticism

instead of attacking comrades—if this is possible, then .

of course, it is.all the better. " However, during certain
periods in the past, we hardly ever heard in -the Party
openly expressed views to the effect -that such ~inner-
Party peace and solidarity resulting- from-the absence of
differences over principle were both desirable and essen-
tial. According to some seemingly crazy people, inner-
Party peace is bad even if it results from unity in prin-
ciple and line, and only by deliberately creating inner-

Party struggle out of nothing can we be called ‘Bolshe-

“viks.” Of course people of this kind are not ‘Bolsheviks’
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at all but are almost incorrigible people and careerists
usurpmg the name.of “‘Bolshevik’, . -

Thls is the reason why the four previously- mentloned :
attltudes are: wrong. This is the answer to the questlon ‘

* as to what attitude we should adopt in deahng Wlth the

errors, defects and undesirable phenomena in the Party.-
As a matter of fact; it is through the struggle against the
thmgs of darkness inside anhd outside the Party that We

"seek to change the world and mankind, as well as ‘our

Party‘and ourselves. Inner-Party struggle is the reflec- '
tion of the class struggle outside the Party. In the course
of the cl_assv struggle outside the Party—the revolutionary

- mass struggle—the Party steels, develops and . consoli-
- dates itself and at the same time, in the course of the

inner-Party struggle achieves solidarity and unity so as
tp be able to lead _the r:evolutionar’y mass struggle
systematically, correctly and effectively.

Therefore, it is entirely wrong and favourable to the
enemy to adopt a liberal attitude towards the various
mistakes, defects and undesirable phenomena in the
Party, to try to deny differences over principle in the
Party, to evade inner-Party struggle, to cover up ‘inner-
Party contradictions and ‘muddle through’, because it-is

sagainst the laws of development of the class struggle

and against our fundamental’ standpomt of changing the
W011d amd mankind through struggle

Therefore, 1t is also Wrong to separate lnner-Party .

- struggle from the class struggle outside the Party—the

N
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, revolutionary struggle of the broad masses—and to turn

t into.empty talk because the Party cannot steel, develop

and consolidate itself if it divorces 1tse1f from ’fhe re-
volutmnarv struggle- of tne broad masses. :

o ‘Hovsfever it is not ricrht 'either“to carry thé matter .
to another extreme—to adopt an absolute attitude to- .

wards the comrades who have defects and. mlstakes but

are not enurely mcornglble and to mechanlcally carry .

on, or even  subjectively create, Jnner-Party struggle,
because this will undermine the Party, afford opportum-
‘ties to the enemy to attack our Party and is against the
laws, of development of the Party. We should not break
with the honéest comrades in the Party the moment ‘they
have committed ‘some mistakes- but should seek td ‘per-

suade, educate, and steel them in a considerate and

sympathetic' manner. We should not publicly attack

them or expel them from the Party unleqs it.is absolutelyr

necessary

In- spite of certain errors and defects, certain indivi-
'dual isolated, bad phenomena that still exist in our Party
we are fully confident that in the development of the
labour movemen‘r and in the great revolutlonary struggle

of the masses, we can and shall certainly eliminate these
things. . The history of ‘the. past more than ten years’ -
struggle of the Chinese Communist Party, its great. pro-

gress in. all respects, -and the history of the development

- of the labour movement in the. various countries of the -

world have thoroughly convinced us on this point.
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: »InAne,r-Parfyk struggle is- an indispensable and essen-

. tial- component part of the revolutionary struggle of the

Party. - Therefore our comrades should not only be steeled

- -and cultivated in the course of the struggle out51de the

Party, but also be steeled and cultivated in the course of

inner-Party struggle on two fronts. - However, not-a few
of -our comradesstill do not thoroughly realise this: point

and lack self-cultivation and steeling in this respect.
This is- manifested, in the unprincipled_ struggle .in -tl}te
Party, and in the following examples: some of our com-

rades, especially those who have worked for a'r_elatively-
long time in.the army, never vacillated, complained or_

felt disheartened in the course of the struggle against
the . counter-revolution, no matter how’ cruel and hard

the struggle was or how many  attacks, wrongs, or in-

justices they suffered. But during inner-Party struggle
they could hardly bear any criticism, _V» attacks and in-
justices, not even a single word. Or they -were: suspi-

ccious and .thought that what other people said alluded

fo them. and on this account they would complain and
‘become extremely disheartened. Comrades, We canno»
but pay attention to such phenomena :

. We ‘ought, to. say tha’t they are in general very good
comrades because they ' resolutely fought against. the
counter-revolution and regarded -the Party as their affec-
dionate -mother, After having wundergone many  hard

r,—battles adams’c the.” counter-revolution and. returned to -
_the arms. of their own. great mother they expect to meet

~with- enceuragement,  consolation and -affection and not
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" more attacks, criticism and 1nj‘ust1ces' It is only -natural .

‘that they should have such expectations. However, what
they have not taken ‘into account or 1nto full accouint is

" that s1nce there are st111 various errors and deféets in the

~Party 1t is’ hecessary “to conduct inner-Party struggle in
which every comrade must take part. It is inevitable

in the course of inner-Party struggle for everybody ‘to

meet Wlth correct or incorrect criticisms, attacks or even
1n3ustlce and humiliation, This must be undergone by
every comrade. It is not because our Party is merciless,
but because this is an inevitable phenomenon of the Party’
in the course of the class struggle. . However, these com-
rades fail to take this point into account, therefore the

moment. they come across such’ “phenomena they are sur-

prlsed and feel excephonally mlserable and dlsheartened

In this respect I thmk that our comrades should on
-the one hand take caré to umte with other comrades

treat:them in a sincere and ‘tandid ‘ménner and should .

not hurt their feelings by casual mialicious remarks, or
throw sharp sarcastic remarks at them, .and. especially
should not irresponsibly criticise' comrades behind their
backs. With the exceptlon of those who are most ob-
stlnate and who per31st in “their” mlstakes and do every
: kmd of wrong. thing in the Party, we should in general,
clearly and sincerely admonish and criticise, in their
presence, and’ in a cons1derate and - helpfel manner,
“comrades who have’ committed mistakes. This is what
we, and, especlally our: comparatlvely' respons1ble com-
rades, should pay attention to. We should bear in mind
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~an old Chinese maxim: ‘Iftlhe body is cut Wi,thA a sharp .
-~ knife, . the wound- will heal, but ill-feeling . roused by

‘sarcasm will never be forgiven,’ On the other hand, our
‘comrades . on- their ‘part should be prepared for inner-
Party struggle and should have the courage to  bear

~eriticism, attacks or misunderstandings and injustices and

especially should not-be aroused to anger by other’s irres-

) ponsible and -even- incorrect critieism -and rumours,

Besides formal and mutual criticism made among the
comrades in Party organisations, so long as our ideology

-and -behaviour" are. correect, ‘we . may, - if necessary,
‘make - some. explanations in answer to the irresponsible.

criticism - and misunderstanding. by others; and if such
explanations are of no .avail we had ‘better let others say
‘what they like. ‘We should also bear in mind-two other old .
Chinese maxims: = ‘Who is not gossiped about by others .
behind his back, and who does ot gossip about others?
‘When - the storm rises, sit calmly. in_ the fishing boat.’
There is not a single person who- is not misunderstood

~in some way by others. 'On the one hand, we should be

able to bear anhy mlsundelstandlng and not involve our-

“selves in unprincipled struggles; on the other ‘hand, we

should always keep ourselves on the alert and examine

~our own 1deology and. behavmur

That is' to say, we should ot casually hurt other

_comrades feelings by our remarks but we should be able

to bear any remams others may cast at us.

We are rad1ca11y opposed to unpr1nc1p1ed dlsputesv
in the Party. Since they are ‘unprincipled’ they are .
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'halmml and unproﬁtable to’ the Party Since they are -

’ unprmmpled’ there- is' nothing right or wrong, good ‘or
“bad dbout “them. We should not try to find” out who is
right and who is wrong, or who is-good and who is bad
in unprincipled struggles because these matters cannot
"Ye straightened out.. “We-are. radically ‘opposed..to this
~kind of unprinecipled struggle and ask: corarades who -are
engaged in' it to “stop it unconditionally and teturn:to
‘questions of principle. : This is:the policy we should adopt

“in-unprinecipled’ disputes.. What shall we do, if in spite

. of plohlbltmn by :the Party -and. opposition by -us, un-

‘principled disputes in the Party still takée place or many
unprincipled oruestmns are involved in certain struggles .

“gver prineiple? What shall. we do if unprincipled ques-
- tions are thrust upon us and we become involved inr them?
‘In’ cases likethis, we -must concentrate our attention on
the: questions of prineciple and not cn . the unprincip! ed
“.ones and’ must ‘seriously deal with unprincipled disputes
‘in aecordance -with the above-mentioned. policies, -firmly

‘maintaining ocur standpoint io the end without ber’ommg

entangled in unprmc1p1ed disputes. ‘We should- not: re-
“turn ‘wrong’ for wrong’. We should . consistently stand
‘upon the ‘right’ side to. oppose’ the ‘wrongs’ of ;others.
This is not very easy.for some of our comrades.to do.
;Therefore we must carry on steehng and cultlvatlon

. In a word the aim, of our 1deolog1cal cult!vamon is
funaamentally to steel us- as 1oyal pure, progressive,
“model Paruy members and cad“es We- should do ”he
~following: R
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1. Build up our firm- Party and class standpoint

- through the study of Marxism-Leninism énd revolutionary
~_practice. ) -

2. Examine our own 1deology, behaviour, correct all
. erroneous ideas and at the same time look at questions
- and other comrades on the basis of the Co_mmumst philo-
. sophy of life, world outlook and firm Party standpoint.

3. Constantly adopt an aﬁpfopriate‘ attitude and -

methed in the struggle against various erroneous ideo-

logies in the Party, especlaﬂly those that affect the Te-.

volutionary struggle of the time,

4, Strictly control ourselvesin idé=dlogy, speech and
behaviour. * We should particularly control those political

. ideologies, speeches and activities which concern the
- revolutionary struggle at the time by taking a firm stand-

point and by sticking to principle. In .addition it would
be best to pay attention even to many “rifles’ (private life,
behaviour, etc.). But as regards other comrades, except
on questions of principle and important political questions,
otir ‘restrictions imposed upon them should not be too

_ severe. We should not try to find fault over "’crivialities".

Comrades! This is, in my oplnlon what is, meant by

the fundzimenta; 1deolog1ca1 cultivation of Commumst

. Party members, .
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APPENDICES

IN A CLASS SOCIETY, man’s class character forms the~
very nature and substance of man..

In a class soc1ety all human belngs ex1st as human

’ Abelngs of a particular class. Therefore, the social charac-

ter of man. is determined by his class status. As the class
status of .one.person is-different from that of another,

so is his social character. ‘In-the past, Menc1us Kautze,

Hsuntze* and others had argued ‘whether human nature
was good. or evil’ without ever ach1ev1ng arLy result. This
was because ‘they did not understand or - dehberately
wanted to cover %p the class dlﬁerences in the social
character of man, Tn & class society mens 1deas of /good,
and evil are. different. - “What is regarded as good by the
exp101ters is redarded as ev11 by the exp101ted and vice

® AII the three were” leadmg Confuc1an scholars of the latter part
of Chou Dynasty - (1122-255 B. C.).. They held different views with regard
to human nature. Menc1us was of the opinion that human nature .
was primarily good, Hsuntze regarded 1t as evil Whlle Kautze thought
that 1t was 11kely to change
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versa. Naturally, to discuss the question as to whether

human nature is good -or evil without taking into com- -

sideration the® relationship of classes will get nowhere..
Likewise, if we._do not adopt the proletanan standpomt
we  cannot- judge how good or how bad certain people
are, still less can we ]u_dge‘the party spirit of these peome

The class character of man is determined by his

class status. That i§ to say, if a given group of people -
have for a long time held the status of a given class, -
ie., a given posmon in social productlon and have\for

a long time produced, lived and struggled in a glven__
manner they will create their particular mode of life, and
their particular interests, demands; psychologies, ideas,’
customs, - viewpoints, mannérs.and relations-with other

groups of people and things, etc. All these are different
' from, or conirary to,-those created by other" groups of ’
"people. In this ‘manner the particular characteristics of”
) men, their’ partlcular clasq character are formed

~As men of dlﬁerent classes .in soc1ety have dlfferent

jnterests, demands, ideas and customs, so they have dif-

ferent ways of looking at and ali’ferent policies in dealing

with, everything -in society and hlsfory——such as pohtlcs,“_

economics, culture,  etc. The _ruling classes enact laws

and systems in accordance w1th thelr interests, demands -

and viewpoints.' As a resu‘t a11 polmcal economic and
cultural systems in soc1ety become Lools of the ruling
classes and all are permeated Wlth a class character
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"« -In.a class.society. all- ideas, utterances, behaviour,
- social .systems and -doctrines of men, are permeated with
a -class. character, representing. the ‘particular inferests
-and .demands of certain classes. .From the different de-
mands doctrmes ideas, utterances. and belaviour of men,

we can -find out. thclr dlfferent class chara..ter

A,For example, - me .methqdv of. productlon: of natural

~ agricultural economy and handicraft industry is the basis
of feudal society: In.such production the feudal lords-
are. in. & position-to. exp101t the _surplus labour of.the

peasants They do not work. but rely upon land rent

and corvee as a means of -living. Therefore they want-

te get,ho}d -of more land and. to possess it permanently.
They demand _that_the peasants pay. more land rent-and
contribute -more unpaid. services, and recognise as justi-

fied their right of trampling. on - and--exploiting the..
peasants,” thus giving rise to - their -feudal sectiopalism;.

swallowing-up of: ofhers, extravagance,. laziness, cruelty

* and social rank. : Such-are the characteristics of the feudal -

class

The method of machme producuon -in modern 1ndus-

try is the basis of capitalist society. In such productlon
. the bourgeoisie own the means of production and all the
. products with which- to. exploit the surplus-labour of the -

proletariat. .Their: livelihood is dependetit upon the. sur-
plus value created by the. workers.. - Such being- the case;
they ' 'want free- buying and: selling- of fcommodities and
of labour power, and free. competition
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"mic mearns to destrOy their compehtors and to create for
~themselves an economic and political monopcly. They

claim the 1nv1mab1hty of “their private property and.
" demand that the workers give their surplus labour in-
greater’ quantlty (longer working hours and speed-up):

and in better quality (better and more experienced skill)
for less pay.- They also want the workers to recognise
as justified their right to become rich and to monopolise
the wealth of society, thus giving rise to their competition,
monopoly, extravagance and the centralised and mechani-

cal .character of their organisation. Such are the charac-

teristics* of the bourgeois"ie.ﬂ :

Take the‘ case -of the peasants. “The peasants have
for a long time been tied to the Jand "and. have been

engaged in productlon in a form that is scattered in-
dependent, simple, self-sufficing and . with little mutual .

co-operation. Their way of life-is slmple and 1nd1v1duahs-

tic and they bear the burden of land rent and unpaid ser-:
vices, etc. Thus, the ground is prepared for their lax.

ways, conservatism, narrow-mindednegs, backwardness,
outlook as of private owners, revolt -against the féudal
lords and their demand for political equality, ete. Such
are the characteristics of the:peasantry. - -

- The proletariat are concentrated in big industries,
carrying on production with s minute division of labour; -
“all their actions are governed by machines and mutual-r
dependence;. they are wage-labourers who sell their labour -
power and Who do not possess any means of production; -

1§
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they rely. on wages as a ‘means of hveh'hcod and their
basic interests do not conflict with those of other: toilers.

‘Hence the ground is prepared for their. great solidarity,

mutual co-operation; sense of orgamsatlon and discipline,

- progressive outlook and- demand for public ownership of
property, revolt against all exploiters, militancy, tenacity, i

ete. ‘Such are the characterls’ncs of the proletanat

All explmtmg classes decelve and oppress the explo1t-
ed and fight among themselves for.the surplus products

-or ‘surplus value- of - the: exploited, tvhus‘ giving rise to’
their- deceltfulness, oppression of man and mutual “plun-
~dering. Many wars in history were caused by the
. exploiting classes fighting among themselves over. the

seizure and division of the surplus products and surplus

°va1ue produced by the exploited:

A feature common to all explo1ters is thag they bulld:

their happiness upon the suﬁ“erlngs of other people.
Sacrlﬁcmg the happiness of ‘all mankind or the great

majority of the people, subJecang them to hunger cold -
and humiliation. in order to provide spec1al pr1v11eges'

and special enjoyment for an individual or for a small

‘number of people—such is the-foundation of- the ‘noble
_ character’, ‘greatness’ and respectablhty and moral bas1s
.of all explorcers‘

RS

The reverse 1s the case -with the proletamat and the

“Communists.  They want to bulld their happiness upon

the basis of sharlng their happmess with all others. In
the struggle for the emancipation of the broad masses
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of  the x;vorking'people' and. of all .ménkind, ~they seek

to emancipate themselves and eliminate the special pri- :
vileges of ‘the-small number of people. . Such is the foun-.
dation of the: noble character, greatness, respevctabihty

and the morzal basis- of the Communists.

’ Such. are the varlous.class characteristics of men in

a class society. These class characteristics are gradually -

formed as a result of the specific. position of men who
engage for a long time in production, their specific rela-
tions of production and specific.-way of life.  They become

a kind .of nature of men. This nature is social in

character

Party spirit is- the h1ghest crystalhsatlon of such class '

characterlstlcs of men. Therefore men possess party
spirit of various kinds: The party spirit of the feudal
" class; the bourge0151e the proletariat, -ete. .

~

The Party sp1r1t of a Communist is the hlghost cry—?
stallisation of the class cha1acter the substance and: the.

’ _1nterests of the proletarlat The steeling and cultivation

of a Communist in the Party. spirit is. "he remouldmg of,

his- substance

. The Commumst Party should develop the many"‘
great and- -progressive characteristics of the proletariat to

the highest level. ‘Every Communist should remould
himself in. accordance with these characteristics -and
equip himself ‘with these  excellent characteristics.  This

is the remoulding of substance.. All Party mempers who_
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do not. come. from the ranks of - the industrial- -workers
- possess non-proletanan character*stms, and uherefore
‘need - all the more to be remoulded :

Nor are . the charactemstlcs of . the proletarlat un-
changeable It was in the course of the birth and growth

. of the proletariat that the charactemstlcs of the proletariat
v'took shape, grew . and.. ﬁnally -gave" rise to- -Marxism-
- Leninism. During the period of Socialist transforma-
tion in the future’ and the period -when:Socialism is

passvng into Communisrm, the prolotarlat will continuous-

“change society and the  subsiance ' of mankind,
R and, at’ the same ‘time, ‘its own ‘substanice and charac--

teristics. "In Communist society class . dlstmctlons -be-
tween men will die out and so will the class ‘charac-

"{eristics of men. Then the common character of mankind,
namely common human nature, will be formed. This

représents the entire- proecess of the remouldmd of the

b substance of mankind.

Howe_ver, in the history of the VV_OI‘I(_i only. the Com-

munists and Marxists recognise their own Party spirit
y Sp

and class character as well as those of ail other people
and of all historical and social matters. This is also due

“to the fact that the special class status of the proletariat

enables the' Communists to openly recognise and declare
this truth. - The declaration of this truth does no harm
to the proletariat but deals a sericus blow fo the exploit-
ing classes for their treachery is exposed and-they will
be placed in a more difficult posmon to uphold -the in-
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‘terésts of a small number of people.  None of the other

parties  or eclasses adniit -their -party spirit: and  class
character and they try to describe themselves as if they
were ‘super-party’ or ‘super-class’. _As a matter of ' fact,

behind this nonsense about v‘super-party, ‘and super-"

class’, are hidden as many vestéd interests as'there are

exploiting. classes. Before the -exploited they dare not °
admit their party spirit and class: character. Because of ‘

their illusions and ignorance the pettv-bourgeOISle ‘accept.
this fallacy of ‘super party, super-class

" The petty—bourgemsw is characterlsed bylits indul-

gence in- illusions and by’ its fear of serious practlce and'

) struggle
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Government of the People s Repubhc of China-and a
member of the Secretariat of -the Central Committee-of
the Commumst Party of Chma is one of the leaders of

the contemporary revolutlonary movement and the trade §

union movement in- China.’

‘Liu Shao ch1 was born in 1898 in N1nghs1ang county, '
Hunan Province. In 1920, he joined the Socialist Youth
‘League of China (the predecessor of . the Communist,

Party of Chlna), which. was founded in the same year.
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of the China Labour Organisation, the forerunner of the
All- Chma Federatlon of Labour.

From that time on to the defea’c of “the revolutlon
in 1927 Liu Shao-chi led the revolutionary trade union
movement in China.
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After the defeat of the revolution in 1927 Liu Shao-
chi went underground and continued to direct the trade.
union movement. In the autumn of 1932, he went ‘to the
revolutionary base in Kiangsi and took charge of the
workers’ movement in the R'ed Areas.

From 1936 to 1942 Liu Shao-chi served “successively
as secretary of the North Buleau Central Plains Bureau
~and Central China Bureau of the Central Commlttee of.
the Communist Par*y of China. -

Since 1932, Liu Shao-chi has been a member of- the
Political Bureau of the Central- Commlttee of the Com-
rmunist Party of China. -From 1943 onwards, he has been

a member of the Secretariat of the Central Comrmttee of k

the Communist Party of China and Vice- Cha1rman of the
Chlnese Peoples t{evolutlonary Mlhtary Councxl

- When the People’s; Republic of China was maugurated ’\
on October 1, 1849, Liu Shao-chi became Vlce Chalrman :

of the Central Peoples Government

‘In addltlon to How ‘to Be A Good Commumst other

books by Liu Shao-chi include On Inner Party Struggle, .
‘On “the Party, Inte*rnatwnahsm and Na orahsm s:ad ,

other 1mp01tant ertmcs

T RO

PUBLICAT IONS QN CHIN A
In English -

) Standa,rd‘ Popular

o thles ) - pp - Edition Edition -
On People's Democratic Dxcmtctsmp .. .45 - US$0.15 - US$0.10
) (By Mao Tse~tung) - : . )

On Practice ..... ... .. .00 .. L. 28 0.10 0.05
(By Mao Tse tung) '

' On the Party.............0i..... Taio2060 - 050 030

(By Liu Shao- chz) AR ) . -
On Inner-Party Struggle CeeeEeaa ] 030 - 06.2¢ .
(By Liu Shao-chi) - : .

. Internationalism and Nationalism ...... 52 . 915 018,
(By Liu Shao-chi) DR .
The Chinese People’s Liberation Army ... 62 930 - 9320
The Commaon - Program and VOther‘ R ’
~ -Documents of the First Plenary -
Session. of the Chinese People’s -
Pelitical Consuliative Conference .. 44 ° 015 9.1¢
-The Sino-Soviet Treaty and Agreements 25 016~ | 0.05
" The Trade Union Law.......... reeie. 387 010 0.05
The Marriage Law ....... e 2 8,10 0.05
. The Agrarian Reform Law ......... .. 104 615 0.16-
" The First Year of Vietory .............. 160 - 6.39 9.2¢
China’s Revolutionary Wars ...... . Lt 015 - 618
,Chmas Yoirth Mareh Forward ....... U] 030, - 620
Culture and Education in New Chma U124 - 03800 - 820
China’s Razlwavs e i e 45 015 018
China Adouses? ..... [ SN 106 0.20 - .0 613

“How the Txﬂers Win Back Their Land .. 148 .25 815

- (By ‘Hsiao Chiien)’ . ) ) .
Thxrty Years of . the Commumst Party of - o
" China ..... A
" (By Hu Chido-mu) = -

The Communist Party—Leader of ‘the Chlnese Revolutlon

- In Pr eparatmn

On the Ba*tlefronts in the Liberated Areas ..... FI B'u Chu Teh v
Mao Tse-tung’s Theory. of the Chmese Revolution By Chen Po fa
vVorkers in New China

FOREIGN LANGUAGES PRESb
26 Kuo Hui Chieh, Peking, China )

~ Cable Address: “FOLAPRESS” Peking .
OBTAINABLE AT ALL PROGRESSIVE BOOKSTORES




