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INTRODUCTION

The period since the founding of the Party of Labour of
Albania (PLA) is the most brilliant period in the age-long history
of the Albanian people. During this period deep revolutionary
changes have been brought about in the political, economic,
social and cultural life of the country, major achievements of
vital importance have been attained, putting an end to oppression
and exploitation of the broad working masses and ensuring a
rapid and uninterrupted development of the country on the road
of socialism.

These achievements have been attained by the Albanian
people under the leadership of the Party of Labour of Albania.
With the formation of the Party, the working class, the labour-
ing masses brought forth from their ranks, in the heat of
battle against the fascist invaders and traitors to the country,
a revolutionary  national leadership  absolutely  determined  to
defend the interests of the people, capable of ensuring their
national liberation and social emancipation.

The Party of Labour of Albania has always had Marxism-
Leninism as its only and vreliable guide. It has always held
aloft the militant banner of the immortal ideas of Marx,
Engels, Lenin and Stalin. Loyalty to Marxism-Leninism is the
source of its inexhaustible strength, its wisdom and foresight,
its courage and determination to surmount difficulties and
obstacles in order to forge ahead with unshakeable confidence
toward attaining its objective and fulfilling its programmatic
tasks to the letter.

The Party of Labour of Albania has succeeded in carrying out
the major tasks it faced, because it has relied firmly on the peo-
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ple. From the people it inherited marvellous patriotic and revolu-
tionary  traditions. In  their  struggle against foreign  yoke
and  social oppression, the Albanian people have forcefully
demonstrated their boundless love for their country, their deep
hatred of bondage and oppression, their ardent aspirations
and indomitable will for progress, their unshakeable confidence
in victory, their matchless valour in battle against enemies
superior in numbers and means, their sincere love and generosity
toward  their friends and comrades and their irreconcilable
stand toward enemies and traitors. They have had to fight
against many and savage enemies in order to protect their
lives and future and to ward off the danger of their extinction
as a people and nation. The stand the Albanians have maintained
and the wars they have waged against their enemies have
always had a people’s liberation character, theirs have been
just wars. The progressive patriotic traditions and rich historic-
al experience of the people have served as a very sound sup-
port for the activity of the Party. Inheriting these traditions,
the Party elaborated this age-long experience in the light of
Marxist-Leninist  teachings and embodied it in its revolutionary
activity. The leadership of the Party of Labour of Albania
brought to the fore in all their splendour the lofty virtues of
our people; their vitality as a nation was raised to a higher level
and their patriotic and revolutionary traditions became a major
driving force in the struggle for the liberation of the country and
the construction of socialism.

The Party linked its struggle for freedom and independence
with the struggle against the exploiting classes in order to
establish  the dictatorship of the proletariat, to do away with
all  forms of exploitation and to build socialism. Under the
guidance of the Party, the patriotism of the people was raised
to a higher level, turning into socialist patriotism. Their love
for the Homeland was linked indissolubly with their love for and
loyalty to the people’s state power and socialism.

Enlightened by the teachings of Marxism-Leninism, based
on the experience of the revolutionary struggle of the masses
of the people, relying firmly on the people who gave birth
to it and raised it, and guided by the lofty ideals of loyally
serving the people and socialism, the Party of Labour of Albania
has always been able to work out and implement a correct
general line and has gained the maturity to find its bearings in
any situation. It has always honourably done its duty toward
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its own working class and people as well as toward the interna-
tional communist and workers’ movement.

The Party succeeded in becoming the sole leading force
of the Albanian people in their struggle for national inde-
pendence, freedom, democracy and socialism. It organized and
led the Anti-fascist National Liberation War, the most glorious
war the Albanian people have ever waged, to victory. It
organized and led the reconstruction of the country devastated
by the war, and the social, economic and cultural development
of Albania on the road of socialism.

The History of the PLA is the history of a revolutionary
Marxist-Leninist party which has solved problems vital to the
people:

the elimination of any political and economic dependence
on foreign imperialist powers and securing full national inde-
pendence;

the uninterrupted development of the people’s revolution
from the anti-imperialist democratic stage to the socialist stage;

forging the alliance of the working class with the labouring
peasantry and with the other popular masses of the country,
uniting these masses into a common front around the Party and
under its sole leadership;

the  establishment, strengthening and continuous improve-
ment of the state of people’s democracy as a form of the dicta-
torship of the proletariat;

the elimination of the age-old economic, social, cultural and
technological  backwardness of the country, and its transition
from a backward semi-feudal state to socialism, by-passing the
phase of advanced capitalism;

the building and development of socialist industry as the
leading force of the people’s economy;

the collectivization, development and mechanization of agri-
culture;

the elimination of the landlords and bourgeoisie as classes
and the exploitation of man by man, the -construction of the
economic base of socialism in town and countryside;

the training of new cadres for the various branches of econ-
omy and culture, the creation of the socialist intelligentsia,

the revolutionary education of the working people, inculcat-
ing in them the scientific Marxist-Leninist world outlook; the
uninterrupted — development of the revolution in the field of
ideology and culture;



the defence of our socialist Homeland from the hostile
intentions and activities of imperialists, revisionists, and their
stooges;

the establishment of new vrelations of the Albanian state
with  other countries on the basis of equality, respect for
national  independence and  territorial integrity, non-interference
in internal affairs, and mutual advantage;

the preservation of a monolithic ideological and organiza-
tional unity in the ranks of the Party;

the establishment and consistent maintenance of fraternal
relations between the PLA and other Marxist-Leninist parties on
the basis of the principles of proletarian internationalism; pro-
tecting the independence of the Party from the great-state
chauvinist intentions and attempts of the Yugoslav, Khrushchev-
ite and Chinese revisionists.

The Party of Labour of Albania is leading the Albanian
people with determination and unshakeable confidence on the road
of socialism, solving major complicated problems connected with
carrying the socialist revolution through to the end in all fields
— political, socio-economic, ideological and cultural — with the
struggle to defend Marxism-Leninism against the bourgeois ideo-
logy and all currents of modern revisionism.

The History of the PLA portrays the creative application
of Marxism-Leninism in the conditions of Albania and the
concrete international circumstances. The study of this History is
an integral and important part of the study of Marxism-Lenin-
ism by the members of the Party and all the working people
of the country.

Comrade Enver Hoxha has described the «History of the
PLA» as a «sharp and powerful ideological and political weapon
for the revolutionary tempering of the communists, the working
class and the entire people and for the solution of major prob-
lems facing wus today. The great deed of the Party is not
the deed of the communists alone, but also of the working class,
the working peasantry and the patriotic intellectuals. All have
contributed with their blood and sweat to the writing of the
history of the Party.»*

* Enver Hoxha, Speech on the occasion of the first edition of the
«History of the PLA», November 4, 1968. «Z&ri i popullity, November
5, 1968.



The History of the Party of Labour of Albania covers
three main periods.

The first period starts with the beginnings of the workers’
movement and the organized communist movement up to the
founding of the Communist Party of Albania (November 1941).

The second period covers the activity of the Party to
organize and lead the National Liberation War of the Albanian
people against the fascist invaders and traitors and to bring
about the triumph of the people’s revolution (November 1941-
November 1944).

The third period is that of the struggle of the Party, as a
party in power, for the building and development of socialist
society.

The second edition of the «History of the PLA» covers the
activity of the Party up to 1980. Apart from this, the first edition
has been re-edited, making a number of minor alterations which
do not affect its structure or general content. The changes com-
prise some abridgments and corrections made on the basis of
documents.






CHAPTER 1

THE STRUGGLE TO FOUND THE COMMUNIST PARTY
OF ALBANIA

(1929-1941)

1. THE BEGINNINGS OF THE WORKERS’ MOVEMENT.
THE GROWTH OF THE DEMOCRATIC AND ANTI-
IMPERIALIST MOVEMENT DURING THE
FIRST QUARTER OF THE 20th CENTURY

Ottoman domination in Albania lasted nearly five -centuries.
This was the period of the military-feudal regime, of ruthless
national oppression, of unbearable feudal exploitation, of fre-
quent devastating wars and of great backwardness in the field
of education and culture. But, at the same time, this was also
the period of the indomitable struggle of the Albanian people
for freedom and national independence, for material and spiri-
tual progress, for social justice. This struggle became the de-
cisive factor which led to the proclamation of independence on
November 28, 1912.

The proclamation of independence and the creation of the
national state were events of great historic importance for
the Albanians. However, the landlords and the bourgeoisie
placed themselves at the head of this state, while the people
who had fought and shed their blood, did not escape from the
oppression and exploitation of the ruling classes. Apart from
this, the imperialist powers together with the neighbouring
bourgeois states which followed a chauvinist policy toward Al-
bania, not only dismembered it by amputating from its trunk
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limbs amounting to half its territories in 1913, but also did not
give up their intentions of wiping it completely off the political
map of the Balkans or placing it under their control.

Albania — a Semi-feudal The proclamation of independ-
Agricultural Country ence found Albania a backward
agricultural country. Although ca-
pitalist relations had begun to develop in the towns and, less
so in the countryside, in general they were only at the initial
stage. The system of landlordism had spread in the lowlands
and in parts of the highlands, while patriarchal survivals still
pervaded the social life in the highlands, especially in the North.
The peasantry made up about 90 per cent of the popula-
tion, and 77 per cent of it were poor peasants. The unjust di-
vision of the land, the merciless exploitation by the landlords,
merchants and usurers, by the religious institutions and the
state, as well as the use of primitive implements and methods
in agriculture, were the cause of the impoverishment and mi-
sery of the peasant masses. Great numbers of the poor peasants
were relentlessly ruined and turned into landless field hands
and wage labourers, while some of them emigrated abroad.

The towns, in general, were small and undeveloped
from the economic and social point of view. In their inner
life, they still retained the vestiges of mediaeval times. Small-
scale  handicraft production prevailed in them, although in
larger towns like Shkodra, Berat, Elbasan, Korga, etc., capitalist
handicraft factories had sprung up as early as in the 19th
century. With the growth of commodity production and the
extension of market relations, the merchant bourgeoisie had
accumulated considerable capital. In general, however, it did
not make investments in industry. Thus, in the newly set up
Albanian state, there were only 25 minor factories and work-
shops. These were primitive concerns employing a small number
of workers — about 150 at the most.

During the first decade following the proclamation of inde-
pendence, the rate of industrial development was extremely
low. Few new factories and workshops were set up. Even the
largest factories employed no more than 30 work hands each.
The salt pans, the saw-mills, the building concerns, as well as
the Selenica (Vlora) bitumen mine run by foreign concession
holders, were the enterprises employing the largest numbers of
workers.
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The majority of workers employed by capitalist concerns
were seasonal workers. When the seasonal work was over, they
would return to their native villages to engage in agricultural
pursuits. The factory workers and miners were also of artisan
or peasant origin. They still did not constitute a class with
political class consciousness.

The workers were ruthlessly exploited by the capitalist
owners. The working day was 10 and, in many cases, 14 hours
long, while the wages were very low, barely enough to feed
the workers and their families. But even such as they were
the wages were not guaranteed. The free labour force which
grew continuously, enabled the capitalist proprietors to reduce
wages or arbitrarily delay payment for months on end. There
was no labour protection law, and the proprietors took no
measures for the safety of workers.

Alongside the factory workers stood the broad masses of
apprentices bonded to artisans and traders. Their exploitation
was even more brutal, because it was interwoven with media-
eval forms and methods. In addition to working in handicraft
or trade shops, they performed a series of other services for
their masters.

Since the early years of the 20th century, the apprentices
had begun to struggle in a more or less organized way against
the exploitation to which they were subjected by the proprietors
of artisan workshops and merchants. But this movement, which
developed mainly in Shkodra, was of a local and spontaneous
character. In general, the socialist ideas that spread here were
distorted and, in some cases, degenerated into petty-bourgeois
«socialism». The first workers’ organizations had the character
of mutual aid societies and did little to promote the struggle
against  exploitation. ~Membership in these organizations was
extended to individual handicraftsmen who needed the support
of apprentices in the struggle against the merchant bourgeoisie
and factory owners in order to protect small-scale production,
but these organizations were short-lived.

In the conditions of foreign domination, the workers’ move-
ment also assumed a pronounced patriotic character.

The events immediately after the proclamation of inde-
pendence in 1912 made it impossible for the Albanian state to
develop along normal lines. The internal political struggle dur-
ing 1913-1914 and the outbreak of the First World War in
August 1914 created a favourable situation for the imperialist
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powers and the neighbouring chauvinist states to attain their
objectives toward Albania. Albania was turned into a Dbattle-
field on which the political and military interests of the bellige-
rent states clashed. In the Secret Agreement of April 1915,
the imperialist powers of the Entente decided to deprive Al-
bania of its independence and partition its territory. The armies
of the imperialist powers occupied the whole territory of our
country up to the end of the war.

The foreign occupations and military operations caused
the Albanian people innumerable misfortunes. The economy of
the country was wrecked. Whole villages were ransacked and
burned. The whole country was famine-stricken, while epide-
mics exterminated part of the population.

The Impact of the Great At this time, when the oppressed
October Socialist Revolu- and disdained Albanian people
tion on Albania were suffering and their rights

had been cruelly violated by the
imperialists, a major event shook the world, the triumph of
the Great Socialist Revolution in Russia.

On November 7 (October 25, old style), 1917, the working
class and poor peasantry of Russia, led by the Party of Bol-
sheviks headed by V.I. Lenin, overthrew the state power of
capitalists and landlords and established the dictatorship of
the proletariat. The banner of socialism was raised over one-
sixth of the world.

The Socialist Revolution in Russia ushered in a new epoch
in world history, the epoch of the overthrow of capitalism
and of the triumph of the socialist order, the epoch of pro-
letarian revolutions in capitalist countries and of national libe-
ration revolutions in colonial and dependent countries, the
epoch of the creation of a single revolutionary front of the
proletariat and oppressed peoples of all countries against
imperialism.

The triumph of the Great October Revolution was the
triumph of Marxism-Leninism.

The October Revolution had repercussions in Albania, too.
Its ideas and the policy pursued by the Soviet government
exerted their influence on the upsurge of the movement for
national liberation, for the preservation of the territorial inte-
grity of the Homeland, and the expansion of the revolutionary
democratic movement.
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Of special significance was the disclosure by the Soviet
government of the secret treaties of the imperialist powers.
Among these treaties published by decision of the 2nd Congress
of the Soviets was the April 1915 Secret Treaty of London
according to which Albania was to be divided up among Italy,
Serbia, Montenegro and Greece. The content of this treaty was
made known at once to Albania. A great wave of indignation
swept the  Albanian people. The  anti-imperialist liberation
movement to safeguard their freedom, independence and terri-
torial integrity against the Treaty of London assumed broad
proportions. The anti-imperialist National Congress of Lushnja
in January 1920 and the heroic Battle of Vlora in the summer
of that year, which ended with the expulsion of the Italian
imperialist occupiers from Albania, bear witness to the lofty
patriotism of the Albanian people as well as to the influence
exerted by the Leninist anti-imperialist policy.

Following the triumph of the October Revolution, the news
about the victories of the Russian Bolsheviks began to spread
widely among the Albanian workers, artisans and intellectuals.
The name of Lenin became a symbol of the «lofty principles
of mankind», of the new society without exploited and exploit-
ers. The first pamphlets about the Soviet Union and com-
munism began to come from abroad. They were read in close
circles of intellectuals and workers. The ideas of the October
Revolution spread among the masses of the city poor in particular.

The 1924 June Revolution Following the expulsion of the

forces of foreign imperialists and
neighbouring chauvinists, the struggle to establish the demo-
cratic order and, especially to solve the agrarian question,
came to the forefront in political and social life. The peasant
masses and the ordinary townspeople, including the workers,
took part in this struggle.

The working class had not yet reached a sufficient level
of 1ideological and political maturity to set up its trade-unions,
let alone its own party. Consequently, the workers’ movement
in general could not overcome its initial weaknesses. The new
associations formed during the years 1920-1923 by artisans and
workers retained their character as mutual aid societies and
never lasted long. Along with the apprentices, the workers of
an occasional factory or mine began to move. But their strikes
were always spontaneous and their demands purely economic.
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Meanwhile, the counter-revolutionary activity —of the ruling
classes assumed still larger proportions after the October Revo-
lution.

The workers’ movement merged into the broad popular move-
ment which spread throughout the country. Its main strength
lay in the peasantry and the strata of the urban poor, who
bore the brunt of the ruthless landlord-bourgeois oppression
and exploitation. The masses protested against the anti-popular
policy of the government, demanded guaranteed supplies of
bread, the removal of the high customs duty on grain imports
and the opening of speculators’ depots. In some cases they
broke into the depots, took the grain and distributed it free
of charge.

The struggle for land assumed a particularly acute charac-
ter, and in many cases it came to open attacks by the peasants
to seize it from the landlords and the state by force. The
solution of the agrarian question in Soviet Russia also exerted
its influence on intensifying the anti-feudal struggle. In a
backward agricultural country like Albania, Bolshevism was
understood, first of all, as the expropriation of the landlords
without compensation and distribution of their lands to the
peasants free of charge. But these radical demands of our
peasants were not supported by the bourgeois political groups
which led the democratic movement. These groups gave the
agrarian reform a narrow meaning, aimed only at reconciling the
interests of the peasants with those of the landlords and at
«improving» the peasants’ situation without affecting the land-
lord class.

Only the «Bashkimi» association supported the peasants’
radical demands for land. This association rallied the revolution-
ary democrats most of whom were intellectuals of petty-
bourgeois origin. The «Bashkimi» association put forward the
most urgent political and social problems which had to be
solved.

In the spring of 1924 the upsurge of the movement led to the
creation of a revolutionary situation. The murder by the landow-
ning reactionaries of Avni Rustemi, one of the leaders of the
democratic movement, served as the signal for the armed uprising.

The wuprising, which broke out in May, ended with the
victory of the revolutionary forces on June 10, 1924.

The program proclaimed by the new government contained
a number of tasks and reforms which aimed at setting the
country on the road of bourgeois-democratic development. In
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the political field, it envisaged the establishment of democracy
through free, direct elections, and the transformation of the
civil and military state apparatus. In the social and economic
field, it envisaged eradication of feudalism, emancipation of
farmers from landlord exploitation, modification of the tax
system in favour of the people, attracting foreign capital, en-
couragement and protection for local capital. It sought to set
up an educational system on national and modern foundations.
In foreign affairs, the government would pursue a policy of
friendly relations with all states, especially the neighbouring
ones.

This program was supported by the broad masses of the
people who demanded that it be carried out to the letter. On the
other hand, it came up against the frenzied opposition of the
local landlords and imperialist reaction. At the same time, the
revolutionary drive of the masses scared the chiefs of the local
bourgeoisic who made common cause with the landlords and
imperialists and fought together against implementation of this
program, exerting great pressure on the government.

Under these circumstances, the bourgeois democratic go-
vernment wavered badly, pursued a policy of class conciliation,
and proved incapable of carrying the revolution through to
the end. It did not rely on the masses, nor did it strive to
carry out its declared program. This led to its alienation from
the popular masses who had brought it to power.

Of positive significance was the government’s anti-imperial-
ist stand which stemmed from the democratic nature of its
program. It rejected the servile submission of the country to
fascist Italy as well as the chauvinist pretensions of the
Yugoslavs and Greeks to Albanian territory. It established di-
plomatic relations with the Soviet Union. But in foreign affairs,
too, it wavered in the face of British and US imperialist
pressure.

The imperialists and the reactionary governments of the
neighbouring states launched a wide-ranging campaign against
the democratic movement in Albania.

With their support and the direct backing of reactionary
Serb and White Guard troops, the Albanian counter-revolution-
ary forces, led by Ahmet Zog, mostly from Yugoslavia, entered
Tirana on December 24, 1924 and overthrew the Fan Noli go-
vernment. The regime of Zog was established in Albania.

The June Revolution represented the first attempt on a
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national scale to make a radical change of a democratic anti-
imperialist character in the socio-political order in Albania.
This attempt failed because of the intervention of international
imperialist reaction, the incapacity of the new national bour-
geoisie and the lack of a sound leadership of the democratic
revolutionary forces.

The June Revolution was an integral part and active element
of the powerful revolutionary movement of peoples, which had
begun following the triumph of the October Revolution. But
it triumphed at a time when the forces of reaction and
fascism in Europe had gone on the offensive and the revolution-
ary movement had begun to ebb. It was precisely at this time
that Albania became a revolutionary hotbed in the Balkans.
The significance of the triumph of the June Revolution trans-
cended the borders of our country. European communist and
democratic  circles  showed  particular  interest in it,  for
they properly appreciated its revolutionary, anti-feudal and anti-
imperialist nature. George Dimitrov described the suppression
of this revolution as the loss of one of the bases of the rev-
olutionary movement in the Balkans and as an expansion of
the front of Balkan reaction.

2. THE BIRTH OF THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT

In January 1925, the Zogite clique proclaimed Albania a
republic with Ahmet Zog as its president. In September 1928,
the republic was turned into a monarchy and Zog proclaimed
himself King of the Albanians.

The Economic and Social The Zogite regime remained from

Plight of the Country beginning to end a ruthless anti-

under the Zogite Regime  democratic  dictatorship  of  the
landlords and  the  reactionary
bourgeoisie.

The internal support of the Zogite regime came from the
landlords, the big merchant bourgeoisie, the rural gentry and
the chieftains of the highlands. These forces served as a social
basis during the whole 15-year existence of this regime.

Zog pursued to the end an anti-popular and anti-national
internal and external policy. The Zog dictatorship kept the
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survivals of feudal relations intact, strengthened the landlord
and capitalist exploitation, set up a whole system of plundering
the masses of the people. It hindered economic and cultural
development, leaving the country in backwardness and igno-
rance.

Zog abolished all democratic institutions and freedoms,
banned the formation of political parties and organizations, and
suppressed all attempts at freedom of expression of opinion or
organization. He ruled by methods of terror and combated any
progressive idea under the banner of anti-communism.

The oppressive apparatus of the regime was corrupt from
top to bottom. It relied especially on the gendarmerie and
the police. The army had a thoroughly anti-popular character and
was maintained exclusively to protect the bourgeois-landlord
political regime from the revolt of the working masses. All
the armed forces were trained and led by foreigners, agents
of imperialism.

Feeling insecure in its power, the Zogite clique sought the
aid of imperialist states. At first it rewarded the Yugoslav
government for its aid by giving it part of the territory of Al-
bania. Later it linked up with Italy and Britain, two of the big
imperialist powers most interested in the Balkans, in general,
and in exploiting the underground riches of Albania, in parti-
cular.

Toward foreign capitalist powers, Zog pursued the «open
door» policy. This policy was gradually concentrated on close
economic and political relations with fascist Italy which made
every effort to make Albania completely dependent on it. These
relations paved the way for fascist colonization. Italian finan-
cial groups took over the most important mines, most of the
public works, the customs houses and nearly all the foreign
trade of the country. The high interest loans the Rome govern-
ment made to the Zogite clique which were used, first and
foremost, for the personal enrichment of Zog and his retinue,
also served their plundering aims. Thus, Italian capital became
the real master of the national economy of Albania. It turned
the country into a market for the sale of industrial goods and
a source of raw materials.

The economic agreements which paved the way for the
infiltration of Italian capital were accompanied by political
pacts like the Tirana pacts of the years 1926 and 1927. These
hitched Zog’s clique to the chariot of fascist Italy. In this way
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Albania was being turned into a semi-colony of Italian im-
perialism.

The penetration of foreign capital into Albania gave the
economy of the country a one-sided character. The Italian co-
lonialist policy, the pronounced survivals of feudalism and the
failure to encourage a national economic policy caused the
country to remain virtually without industry. In 1938 Albania
had about 300 small factories and workshops. Nearly half of
them employed fewer than 10 workers each. These factories,
workshops and mines employed about 7,500 workers all told.
By now the working class had increased to about 15,000 but
it remained scattered and bound to primitive forms of pro-
duction. Apprentices in handicrafts and trade made up a good
part of this number. Mass unemployment and the lack of any
labour code enabled the capitalist concerns and owners, backed
by the state apparatus, to exploit the workers mercilessly.
In enterprises employing Albanian and foreign workers, the
Albanians were subjected to savage discrimination. The Alba-
nian worker was paid several times less than an Italian worker
for equal work.

Capitalist relations were further developed in agriculture as
well. But the rich peasantry, although strengthened, did not
succeed in becoming a developed agrarian bourgeoisie. The
capitalist relations extended mainly to the state agricultural
farms as well as the farms set up by the Italian capitalist
companies. Several thousand labourers worked on these farms.

During the Zogite regime Albania remained the most back-
ward agrarian country in FEurope. In 1938, of the population
engaged in material production about 87 per cent worked in
agriculture, while only 13 per cent were engaged in industry
and the other branches of the national economy; industrial and
handicraft production made up only 9.8 per cent of total produc-
tion, while income derived from industry represented 4.5 per cent
of all the national income. The -capitalist form of the economy,
which was mainly in the field of trade, did not succeed in be-
coming the dominant form in the Albanian national economy.
Taxes were heavy and brought ruin to the broad masses of:
the people. Want and misery prevailed throughout the country.

The economic backwardness also brought with it a pro-
nounced cultural backwardness. More than 80 per cent of the
population were illiterate. The number of schools was very
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limited, while higher education and cultural and scientific
institutions were entirely lacking. No concern was shown for
public health. The people were continuously threatened with
grave endemic diseases.

The  Formation of the The anti-popular and anti-nati-
Kor¢a Communist Group onal policy of the Zogite regime

aroused general dissatisfaction
among the popular masses. The struggle to carry out anti-
imperialist democratic tasks figured again on the order of the
day. Despite the very difficult conditions and the Zogite terror
which reigned over the whole of the country, this struggle did
not cease. The anti-Zogite democratic forces, the workers and
peasants, continued it in different forms.

The peasants of many districts rose against the violence
of landlords who wanted to evict them from the big estates
or to appropriate the peasants’ lands, as well as against the
heavy taxes. In certain cases, this conflict developed into
bloody clashes with Zog’s gendarmes.

The working class began to play an increasingly important
role. Savagely exploited by the foreign and local companies
that employed them, the workers rose against injustices, prot-
ested and went on strike time and again, demanding that they
be paid their wages on time instead of one or more months
late. The intervention of Zog’s gendarmeriec often forced them
to return to work without achieving their rights.

Some workers’ organizations were set up during this period.
Such were: The Workers’ League in Gijirokastra (1925), the
«Pérparimi» (Progress) Association of Tailors in Tirana (1927),
the League of Tailors in Korga (1927). These were associations
of apprentices whose objective was to develop solidarity and
organize mutual aid among workers, to limit the power of
what was left of the merchant guilds, to settle conflicts between
apprentices and employers, etc. Such associations could not
and did not play a significant role in organizing the workers’
movement.

Right from the start the struggle of the peasants and
workers assumed an anti-Zogite character. But this struggle
was unorganized and developed sporadically, because it lacked
a revolutionary leadership.

The movement of the democratic forces, the enlivenment of

21



the workers” movement and the general dissatisfaction towards
the regime had at last created the necessary terrain for an
organized communist movement. A significant role in this was
played by the Marxist literature which circulated among work-
ers, handicraftsmen and intellectuals. This literature was brought
by Albanians who studied or worked abroad and who had
embraced communist ideas and tried to propagate them.

In 1928 advanced elements among workers and handicrafts-
men set up the first communist cell in Korca. The cell members
were not well trained theoretically and politically, but they
recognized the need for the organization of the communist mo-
vement as an essential condition for the successful development
of the workers’ movement and the fight of the popular masses
against the landlord-bourgeois regime.

Soon other cells had been formed within a short time in
Kor¢a. This made a reorganization of the work necessary. In
June 1929 a meeting of the representatives of the communist
cells was called for this purpose. At this meeting a leading
committee, headed by craftsman Mihal Lako, was set up. A
decision was taken at the meeting to work to form new cells.
The cells would spread communist ideas through educational
groups. The meeting decided also that they should link them-
selves with the masses and the workers’ movement through legal
workers’ associations. To this end the task of establishing
revolutionary ~ workers’  associations to demand economic and
political rights was laid down.

The June 1929 meeting marks the creation of the Com-
munist Group of Korca, which has gone down in history as
«Puna of Korca», and the beginning of the organized
communist movement. Under the direction of the committee the
communist movement in Kor¢a got well under way. Within a
short time there were 8 cells, totalling 40 members, operating
in the city. Each of them directed from 3 to 4 educational
groups.

The Kor¢ca Communist Group was the first revolutionary
political organization of the Albanian working class.

The formation of the Kor¢a Communist Group coincided
with the beginning of the economic crisis of world capitalism,
which had ruinous economic consequences in Albania as well.
The landlords and capitalist proprietors tried to throw the
whole burden of the crisis on to the shoulders of the peasants
and workers. Reduced prices for agricultural products aggravat-
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ed the plight of the peasantry. This compelled many peasants
to abandon the land and to look for means of subsistence in
the towns. Many artisans and small merchants were ruined,
because they could not find markets for their commodities. At
the same time, many workshops and factories suspended or
restricted  production. All  this brought about a tremendous
increase in the number of unemployed and a lowering of wages.
Therefore, the workers’ movement of strikes in defence of
their rights assumed wider proportions. In 1929 and 1930 the
workers employed on building roads and bridges in Librazhd,
Kruja-Burrel, Shéngjin, Tirana, Vau 1 Dejés (Shkodra), Rubik,
Sinanaj (Tepelena) and the irrigation canal at Kavaja, those
employed on copper prospecting at Puka, fishing and sea
transport, etc., went on strike.

The general worsening of the economic situation and the
famine which affected the poor strata of the people deepened
the discontent against the regime even further.

The growth of the workers’ movement gave the Korga
Communist Group a good opportunity to extend its activity
and link itself with the masses. However, because it was not
well organized, lacked experience and had pronounced ideo-
logical weaknesses, it remained isolated from this movement.
Not all the literature on communism the members of the Group
studied was Marxist-Leninist. There were Trotskyite, anarchist
and especially archeo-Marxist materials from the organization
of a group of Greek Trotskyite intellectuals among them.

The group was to make an important change for the
better in its work with the aid of the outstanding communist
militant, Ali Kelmendi.

The Albanian Communist Efforts to organize the Albanian

Movement and the communist movement were made
Comintern outside the country also. The
Third Communist International

(Comintern) rendered valuable aid through the Balkan Com-
munist  Federation in  organizing the Albanian revolutionary
democrats who had been obliged to emigrate after the sup-
pression of the June Revolution and the establishment of the
Zogite dictatorship.

The lessons they drew from the 1924 events enabled the
Albanian revolutionary democrats to take a generally correct
political ~ orientation on the international arena where two
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antagonistic world forces — imperialism and socialism — were
in action. They turned to the Soviet Union, which they called
«the natural protector of all oppressed peoples» and to the
world communist movement. In March 1925, they formed in
Vienna (Austria) the democratic organization known as the
«Komiteti Nacional Revolutionary (KONARE) (The Revolution-
ary National Committee), while a group of young revolution-
aries, former members of the «Bashkimi» Association, went
to the Soviet Union. Some of them who had embraced com-
munist ideas, enrolled in the schools and political courses of
the  Comintern to  acquire  Marxist-Leninist  knowledge. In
August 1928 they formed the Albanian Communist Group in
the Soviet Union centred in Moscow. The 8th Balkan Com-
munist Conference, which was held that same year, instructed
the Albanian communists to do long and careful preparatory
work for setting up communist groups in Albania «to organize
and unite the most advanced elements among workers and
peasants» so that they might eventually form the Communist
Party of Albania.l

The Albanian Communist Group in the Soviet Union drew
up its own Constitution which was approved by the Comintern.
According to this Constitution, the group’s principal task was
to work for the founding of the Communist Party of Albania
as the Albanian section of the Comintern.

In the «Committee for National Liberations (KONARE’s
new name after April 1927) the group set up at once its own
communist faction which strove to keep alive the revolutionary
spirit of the organization and its organ «Liria Kombétare» (Na-
tional Freedom).

In line with the Constitution the primary task of the Alba-
nian communist group in the Soviet Union was to develop
concrete revolutionary work inside Albania and to help the
communist movement there. Among the communists who re-
turned home for this purpose in 1930, the most prominent
was Ali Kelmendi who tried to implement the line of the
Comintern.

Ali Kelmendi set to work to create new underground com-
munist groups in Albania. He formed a communist cell in
Tirana and organized the communist faction in the «P&rparimi»

1 George Dimitrov’s letter addressed to the EC of the Comintern,
September 12, 1929. Central Party Archives (CPA).
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Association of Tailors. On his initiative, communist cells were
set up also in Vlora, Kruja and Elbasan. In general, these cells
were small and unstable. Their members were mainly elements
of petty-bourgeois origin: teachers, office workers, armymen,
and handicraftsmen, lacking sound ideological and political
training.

Ali Kelmendi established connections with the Korca Com-
munist Group which had isolated itself. He helped it to emerge
from this situation. He instructed it to combine illegal with
legal work, to take an active part in the legal associations of
workers, to extend its activity to other cities and, especially to
work centres, to translate Marxist literature which would help
raise the ideological level of communists. Although banished
to different cities by the Zogite authorities, Ali Kelmendi tried
to maintain connections with the communist organizations and
give them all his aid. His banishment to Kor¢a in 1932 enabled
him to collaborate directly with the communist group there.
The enlarged meeting of the leading committee held in July
1932, in which Ali Kelmendi took part, opened up clearer
perspectives to the group. The Korca Group now adopted a
sounder political and organizational platform. Consequently, its
activity also entered a new phase of development.

The First Workers’ Orga- The communists set about to carry
nizations Led by the Com- out as fruitful work with the
munists masses as possible. The eco-

nomic  crisis created favourable
conditions for this kind of work. Strikes by workers followed
one after another. The building workers remained in the
forefront of this strike movement. Therefore, it was natural
for the Korca Communist Group to direct its attention, first
and foremost, toward this category of workers. On its initia-
tive, the «Puna» (Labour) Association was formed in Korca
in September 1933. Not only workers but also master craftsmen
of various categories engaged in building work, who were
exploited by the capitalist entrepreneurs, were members of
this association. The «Puna» Association was led by the com-
munist faction. Its chairman was the member of the Com-
mittee of the Kor¢ca Communist Group, Pilo Peristeri. Quickly
the membership of this association rose to about 500. To avoid
persecution by the gendarmerie, in its Constitution approved
by the government, the «Puna» Association was presented as
a non-political mutual aid society. But its real program was
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approved at a semi-legal meeting organized by the communists.
According to this program, «Puna» was a revolutionary orga-
nization to protect the rights of workers which would, at the
same time, fight against the Zogite regime for freedom and
democracy.

This initial achievement encouraged the communists of the
Korga Communist Group to extend their activity. Following
the example set by «Puna» and on the initiative of communists,
trade-unions of shoemakers, tailors, motor vehicle drivers, etc
were set up during 1934.

The Korca Communist Group exerted its influence also
among the secondary school students of the city who were
outstanding for their progressive patriotic sentiments. The most
revolutionary elements even formed a communist cell.

But the group continued to confine itself within the city
of Korga. Its links with other communist organizations were
either weak or non-existent. At the August 1934 meeting, it
decided to extend its communist activity to other towns of the
country. However, no perceptible achievements were made.

The extension of the revolutionary activity of the Korga
Communist Group was accompanied by a sharpening of the
ideological struggle within its ranks. The Trotskyite elements
launched a furious attack against Ali Kelmendi’s line and
against the sound elements of the group. They did their
uttermost to hinder the extension of the influence of communists
among the masses. Their chief representative Niko Xoxi aimed
to seize the leadership of the group and to compel it to adopt
Trotskyite views. In order to justify his hostile work, he pro-
pagated far and wide the «theory of cadres» borrowed from the
Greek archeo-Marxists. According to this «theory», the com-
munists should not act, should not link up with the masses
and organize them, but should shut themselves up in their
cells and engage only in theoretical education.

The Kor¢a Communist Group could not successfully develop
its activity without dealing severely with the Trotskyite Niko
Xoxi. Therefore, the enlarged meeting of the leading com-
mittee decided to expel him from its ranks, but did not deprive
him of his membership in the group. This half-measure
allowed him and the other archeo-Marxist elements to intensify
their divisive hostile activity within the group and among the
members of workers” associations. It was only through the
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great explanatory work of the sounder communists that Niko
Xoxi was almost completely isolated.

Participation of Commu- The communist movement had
nists in the Democratic already spread to a number of
Anti-Zogite Movement cities in Albania. New communist

organizations were set up during
the years 1934-1935 in Tirana, Shkodra, Fier, Vlora, Elbasan
and Gjirokastra. But these organizations, too, were not made
up of workers. They were small and, in general, operated in
isolation from one another. They spread communist ideas but
their propaganda work was limited, sporadic and divorced from
the political and economic problems facing the country. The
ranks of the new organizations, especially in Tirana, con-
tained also a few communist army officers.

There was very suitable ground for the development of
the communist movement in Albania due, as Ali Kelmendi
wrote at the time, «to the spirited and irreconcilable nature
of the struggle of the Albanian people against the regime, on
the one hand, and to the treachery, irresoluteness and inacti-
vity of the politicians of other trends, on the other.»*

In these circumstances the strengthening of the communist
movement could be brought about by establishing sound links
among the various communist organizations and by organizing
a broad, democratic, anti-Zogite and anti-imperialist movement
among the workers, peasants, armymen and youth, who made
up the overwhelming majority of the population and who had
suffered deeply as a consequence of Zog’s anti-popular and
anti-national policy.

Although the Committee of National Liberation, which had
set itself the aim of organizing the anti-feudal and anti-fascist
movement, had done good propaganda work through the press
and leaflets, it had remained an organization of political exiles
and had not established a foothold within Albania itself. Illegal
work under Zog’s oppressive regime demanded great sacrifices
which the leaders of the organization had proved reluctant to
make. On the other hand, because of their restricted ideological
outlook, the communists inside Albania, in general, did
not understand the wurgent need to set up a broad democratic

* A. Kelmendi, report to the Comintern, December 14, 1936, CPA.
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and anti-imperialist movement. But their hatred of the regime
of Zog, their progressive and revolutionary feelings and their
patriotism made the communists take part actively in the anti-
Zogite movement of the years 1934-1935.

In 1934 the relations between Albania and Italy became
very tense as a result of the attempts Zog was making to
link up with other imperialist powers, something which ran
counter to the colonialist plans of Italy. Seeking to turn Alba-
nia into a colony of its own as quickly as possible and to
exert pressure on Zog to capitulate, the government in Rome
dispatched its navy to Durrés. Zog’s surrender to the pressure
of TItaly gave impetus to the anti-Zogite movement. As far
back as April 1934, a group of former officers and bourgeois
intellectuals had formed a secret organization whose aim was
to overthrow the Zogite monarchy, to establish a republican
regime and to eliminate Italian intervention in Albania. This
organization confined its activity to military circles and bour-
geois intellectuals. The Tirana communist organization and a
number of communist officers known as anti-Zogite militants
also joined this secret organization.

The Korga Communist Group also took up the question of
participating in this secret organization at its 1934 August
meeting. It decided to utilize this opportunity in favour of the
anti-Zogite democratic movement and, if the wuprising broke
out, to take part in it as an independent force with its own
program. This program envisaged: the proclamation of the
people’s democratic republic, the abrogation of all enslaving
agreements with fascist Italy; the abolition of monopolies and
concessions; an amnesty for political prisoners. But the Korga
Communist Group did not set to work to broaden the anti-
Zogite movement and exert its influence on it. It maintained
a wait-and-see attitude.

Zog’s government scented the movement and began to
take measures. The chiefs of the movement were compelled to
start the uprising prematurely, on August 14, 1935 in Fier.
However, it was soon suppressed by the government forces.
Lack of organization and the premature start of the uprising
gravely damaged the plan of operations. Even the forces led
by the communist Riza Cerova (back from the Soviet Union
in March 1935) failed to attain their objective. Riza Cerova
fell fighting against Zog’s gendarmes, convinced, as he had
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written to his family, that the people would be free only
when the exploiting classes were overthrown.

The Fier wuprising failed. It was foredoomed to failure,
because it lacked a sound revolutionary leadership, lacked
organization and it was detached from the masses of the people
in town and countryside who had not been prepared for an
uprising. The anti-Zogite bourgeois opposition proved itself ut-
terly incapable of organizing and leading a broad popular
movement. Moreover, reactionary fascist elements had infiltrated
the movement and tried to utilize it as a means to carry out
fascist Italy’s plans towards Albania. The communists who took
part in the movement, although determined to carry it through
to the end, did not manage to emerge as the leadership of the
movement, to make all-round preparations for it or to give it a
clear-cut political program. As a result of all these factors the
uprising turned into a mere putsch. Nevertheless, it was a
manifestation of the indignation and dissatisfaction against the
oppressive  landlord-bourgeois regime. It had political impor-
tance and repercussions that went beyond the borders of Alba-
nia. Democratic public opinion inside Albania and abroad was
aroused against the terrorist measures of reprisal that Zog
undertook after the suppression of the wuprising. The uprising,
as Ali Kelmendi wrote, was the «baptism of fire and the touch-
stone» for the Albanian communists. «They passed this test
with  honour and proved themselves worthy brothers of the
communists of other lands.»*

3. GROWTH OF THE COMMUNIST MOVEMENT AND
THE STRUGGLE AGAINST THE FASCIST DANGER
DURING THE PERIOD 1935-1939

In the thirties, the struggle of the Soviet peoples, guided
by the Bolshevik Party with J.V. Stalin at the head, for the
construction of the socialist society was crowned with success.
The Soviet Union was transformed into a major industrial
power with an advanced socialist agriculture.

Meanwhile the deep economic crisis of the years 1929 —
1933 had shaken the capitalist world to its very foundations
and had greatly exacerbated its contradictions. To overcome
this  difficult situation the imperialist bourgeoisie of many
countries came out in support of fascism, of the most

* A. Kelmendi, report to the Comintern, December 14, 1936. CPA.
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reactionary, terrorist and chauvinist dictatorship of finance ca-
pital. The advent to power of the mnazis in 1933 created a
very dangerous hotbed of war in Germany. The fascists launched
a frenzied attack on the workers’ communist and democratic
movements, and made feverish preparations for aggressive wars.
The danger of another world war became greater with the attack
of militarist Japan on China in 1931, and that of fascist Italy
on Ethiopia in 1935.

The world was threatened by the fascist danger, by the
danger of a new world war. The so-called «democraticy
Western powers like Britain, France and the USA took no
effective measures to ward off this danger but aided the mili-
tarization of the fascist countries and, through their ill-famed
«non-intervention»  policy, encouraged fascist aggression  with
the aim of directing it against the Soviet Union.

Only the Soviet government and the communist parties
of the different countries struggled with all their might to
restrain the aggressors.

The 7th Congress of the The international situation faced
Communist International communist parties throughout the

world with new tasks. The 7th
Congress of the Communist International meeting in Moscow
in July 1935 stressed the need to extend the struggle against
the onslaught of capital and fascism. In connection with this,
the congress set the task of striving to set up a united front
of the working class against fascism, by securing the unity of
action of the workers and, on this basis, forming a broad anti-
fascist people’s front. In order to accomplish these tasks the
communist parties had to surmount a series of weaknesses,
such as the manifestations of sectarian work with the masses,
had to improve their methods of agitation and propaganda,
and hurl themselves into bold revolutionary actions. The
congress called on all the peoples to mobilize their forces to
aid the countries fighting for their independence against the
imperialist yoke.

The resolutions of the 7th Congress of the Comintern
marked a new stage in the further development of the inter-
national communist and workers’ movement. Creative imple-
mentation of them in the specific conditions of each country
paved the way for the communists to place themselves at the
head of the broad masses of the people and to become the
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main leading force of the democratic anti-imperialist workers’
movement.

These resolutions were of major importance to all countries
and, especially, to those countries like Albania which were
directly menaced by fascism.

The Communists at the The pressure of fascist Italy on
Head of the Growing Re-  Albania and Zog’s surrender to it
volutionary Movement led, in March 1936, to the con-

clusion of the Italian-Albanian
Agreements which marked a big step towards the complete
submission of Albania to fascist Italy.

In these circumstances, in Albania, in addition to the fight
against capitalist exploitation and the Zogite regime, the strug-
gle against the fascist enslavers assumed ever greater impor-
tance. The Albanian bourgeoisie was closely linked with the
Zogite regime and could not lead the struggle to safeguard the
freedom and independence of the country. After the failure
of the Fier wuprising, even those bourgeois democratic forces
which continued their struggle against the Zogite regime and
against subjugation to Italy, were no longer capable of leading
the anti-Zogite and anti-fascist movement because of their
lack of determination and organization.

Now the only revolutionary force in the struggle to attain
democratic rights and safeguard the freedom and independence
of the Homeland was the communists, who placed themselves
at the head not only of the workers’ movement, but also of
the anti-Zogite and anti-fascist people’s movement.

The Fier wuprising had shaken the Zogite regime and
discredited its policy. As Ali Kelmendi wrote, the King was
compelled «to resort to a demagogical manoeuvre to gain time,
to recuperate from the blow he had received and to prepare
a second attack against the people» In October 1935, he
appointed a new «liberal» government which made high-flown
promises of reforms.

The freedoms it proclaimed, although very limited, were
used by the communists to extend their organizing of the work-
ing class and to spread their influence among the broad
masses of the people. In the autumn of 1935 the most important
work centre of the country, Kugova (now Stalin City), run
by the Italian oil company (AIPA), began to move. About
1,600 Albanian workers were employed in extracting oil and
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in the auxiliary sectors. As far back as the middle of 1934,
a clandestine nucleus to organize a union of oil workers had
been formed at Kugova on the initiative of the communists.
In October 1935 it formed the «Puna» Association which was
recognized by the government. Although in order to avoid any
obstruction from the government the Constitution stipulated
that «Puna» was established to «safeguard the dignity and the
interests of its members and give them moral and material
aid», it was immediately turned into a revolutionary anti-
Zogite and anti-fascist workers’ organization.

Within one year it numbered more than 1,500 members.

The «Puna» Association of Kugova presented to the govern-
ment and Parliament a petition requesting the establishment of
the 8-hour workday, measures to improve conditions of lodg-
ing, food and hygiene, as well as certain measures of social
insurance. It also demanded that the workers should not be
compelled by the foreign proprietors to give the fascist salute.
When the representative of the government sent to Kugova
rejected the demands of the workers, they protested by launch-
ing a short strike and a demonstration against him. With
the government’s support AIPA sacked the leaders and other
activists of the association. As an open anti-Albanian reprisal,
AIPA declared November 28, 1935, the Day of Independence,
a workday. On this day the «Puna» Association organized a
powerful  demonstration  directed mainly against the Italian
fascists.

In January 1936, it decided to take strike action to win its
demands. On  February 11, the action became a general
strike. To suppress the strike the government dispatched large
forces of gendarmes headed by the minister of the interior
himself. These forces arrested 60 of the most progressive workers
and deported 300 others from Kugova to various other citites.
The «Puna» Association practically ceased to exist.

Although it failed, this general strike had a major signifi-
cance. It was a revolutionary school for the workers. On the
other hand, it compelled the government to request the em-
ployers, albeit formally, to create more suitable working condi-
tions.

Parallel with the strike movement, a powerful popular
movement against the shortage of food and against the Zogite
regime was spreading in the other regions of the country. In
autumn of 1935 the food shortage had reached its peak. Thous-
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ands of people were threatened with death from starvation. The
army of the unemployed had increased by leaps and bounds.
Discontent and indignation was rife among the various social
strata, especially the poor of the city and the countryside.

An active role in the movement was played by the handi-
craftsmen who were being ruined by the competition of indus-
trial production. Their struggle was fostered by petty-bourgeois
illusions of perpetuating small-scale production and putting a
stop to factory production. Although these demands were uto-
pian, the struggle in essence was directed against the misery
prevailing in the country.

The Kor¢a Communist Group was able to take advantage
of the situation created, to place itself at the head of the
popular masses and to impart a political character to their
struggle. The communist factions of the building workers’
«Puna» Association, the associations of shoemakers, tailors, and
the «League of Private Employees» — a new trade-union organ-
ization created in December 1935, etc., began to act vigorously
to organize the movement, to make it a more compact move-
ment of the masses and to direct it against the Zogite regime.
On February 21, 1936, the anti-Zogite mass demonstration, which
has gone down in history as the «Demonstration for bready,
erupted in Korgca. Bloody clashes with the gendarmerie did
not prevent the workers and handicraftsmen, who were joined
by the secondary school students, from staging another de-
monstration in the afternoon. The clashes with the gendarmes
became even fiercer.

The demonstration for bread in Kor¢a was a great popular
anti-Zogite action organized and led by the communists. It
caused a big sensation throughout the country. It aroused panic
among the authorities and the ruling classes and inspired the
masses of the people in other districts by its example. De-
monstrations against the shortage of food took place also in
Gjirokastra, Saranda, Leskovik, Bilisht, Pogradec and Berat.
Other anti-Zogite popular demonstrations took place in Vlora
and Elbasan.

In September 1936 Ali Kelmendi was expelled from the
country by the Zogite government. Before his departure, he
met Enver Hoxha in Gjirokastra who had just returned to
Albania and was outstanding as an active communist militant.
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The Communist-led Press The events of 1936 testified to

the increase of the influence of
the communists among the masses, but on a national level the
successes were still very limited. The press had to play a
special role in spreading the influence of the communists. How-
ever, the rigorous Zogite censorship prevented them from
expressing their views openly through this medium. The articles
of a progressive nature, which they managed to publish in the
organs of the bourgeois press, were very few.

«Liria Kombétare» and two pamphlets of the communist
faction of the Committee for National Liberation, published
in 1934 and 1935, which presented a revolutionary program
for the overthrow of the Zogite regime and the establishment
of a people’s republic, as well as the newspapers «Populli»
(The People) and «Sazani», organs of the Albanian communist
groups in Lyons (France), had a very limited circulation in
Albania, mainly within a narrow circle of intellectuals.

The need to develop democratic, anti-feudal and anti-
imperialist ideas widely within the country made it necessary
for the communists to use new forms of work. They had
begun to make successful use of the cultural and artistic as-
sociations. The «Besa Shqiptare» (Albanian Fidelity) Associa-
tion, founded by the students of the Shkodra Gymnasium in
1929, and the drama group of the «Puna» Association in Korga,
won great popularity through their performances of plays of
a patriotic and progressive spirit. Meanwhile the communist
organizations of Tirana and Kor¢ca immediately took advantage
of the circumstances created after the advent to power of the
«liberal» government, to publish their organs which found a
wide circulation all over the country.

Of these organs, «Bota e Re» (The New World), which was
first published in Kor¢a in April 1936, was the most important.
Although it was written in Aesopian language to escape the
censorship, it served as a powerful weapon for criticizing the
regime in power and the ills of Albanian society. It waged
a stern struggle against the reactionary fascist ideology and
dealt with the basic social and political problems facing the
people in a revolutionary democratic spirit, calling on Albanian
democratic public opinion to strive to solve them. «Bota e Re»
became the organ dearest to the progressive workers and
craftsmen, the youth and democratic intellectuals.

34



The Spread of Communist The revolutionary events of the
Organizations. The Shko- years 1935 and 1936 were an im-
dra Communist Group portant success for the commun-

ist movement, but, at the same
time, they had revealed a series of shortcomings in the organi-
zation of the workers’ and anti-Zogite movement. In these
circumstances, the first task was to spread the communist
movement all over the country, to establish sounder relations
among the organizations and to coordinate their activities.

For this purpose in December 1936, the Korca Communist
Group set up a new leading committee charged with the task
of developing activities in all the districts of the country.
This committee’s aim was to become the guiding centre of
the Albanian communist movement. But it did not attain
this objective. New organizations of the Kor¢a Communist
Group were set up only in Berat and Tirana, where the
association of printing workers was formed as well. The work
accomplished by the committee in the various districts of the
country was of a superficial and sporadic character. Recruitment
of new elements was not done on the basis of a thorough
acquaintance with them. This was how anti-Marxist elements
entered the ranks of the organization and caused damage to
the communist movement.

Meanwhile, a new important centre of the Albanian com-
munist movement was forming in Shkodra. The first com-
munist organization founded there as far back as 1934 had
extended its field of operations. New cells and groups of sym-
pathizers were set up. The Shkodra Communist Group extended
its activity  to Tirana,  Elbasan, Gjirokastra, Korga  and
elsewhere. Regional committees were set up in 1937 in Shkodra
and Tirana for the purpose of directing these organizations.
The chairman of the group was Zef Mala, an intellectual with
distorted theoretical views and seriously lacking in political
clarity.

The activity of the group among the masses was confined
to school and handicraft circles and to a few work centres.
Its important achievements were the creation of the Youth
Organization in Shkodra and Tirana, and the Carpenters’ As-
sociation in Tirana.

The Shkodra Communist Group did not have a clear and de-
fined political line, a definite organizational form, sound discipline
and secrecy among its ranks. The cells, which generally com-
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prised three members, engaged mainly in their own theoret-
ical studies. The literature in wuse for this purpose, which
included a number of the works of the classics of Marxism-
Leninism, helped spread communist ideas. But Trotskyite and
anarchist literature also circulated among the organizations of
the Shkodra Communist Group, just as in other groups.

In the course of its development, the Albanian communist
movement came up against serious obstacles caused by the
Trotskyites. Coming from Athens to Albania at the beginning of
1937, Andrea Zisi (under the pseudonym «Zjarri» (Fire)) claimed
that he was the chairman of the so-called «Albanian Com-
munist Party» formed in Greece and allegedly recognized by
the Comintern. In fact, he was the leader of a Trotskyite group
set up in Athens in 1936 and known by the name «Zjarri».
Zisi had undertaken the task of merging the Albanian com-
munist groups with his «party» and forcing them to accept
his anti-Marxist line. The Korca Communist Group gave no
recognition to the «Zjarri» «party» and expressed its willingness
to collaborate with him only provided he accepted the group’s
platform. Meanwhile, Zisi established links with the factionalist
Niko Xoxi with whom he found a common language. The two
co-ordinated their efforts to fight the Korca Communist Group.

For his part, Aristidh Qendro had begun to engage in
hostile activity against the communist movement in Tirana.
Formally he figured as a member of the Kor¢a Communist
Group. Lack of control by the leaders of the group had enabled
him to act without being exposed. On behalf of the group
he had recruited a number of members in Tirana whom he
imbued with his own anti-Marxist views. By 1937 they had
completely degenerated into a group of Trotskyites.

At this time the Shkodra Communist Group made the
first attempt to link up with the Korca Communist Group. In
a letter addressed to the Kor¢a communists in 1937 it asked
them, as the more experienced, to help in matters of organ-
ization. The readiness to help shown by the Korca Communist
Group was sabotaged by Niko Xoxi. Posing as the representative
of the Kor¢a Comminunist Group, he had informed the Shkodra
Communist Group of the creation of the «Albanian Communist
Party» in Greece and of the imminent arrival of its «Central
Committee» in Albania. Niko Xoxi accused the leaders of the
Kor¢a Communist Group and Ali Kelmendi of being nationalists
and splitters of the communist movement. His views found
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favourable soil among the leaders of the Shkodra Communist
Group among whom ideological unclarity prevailed. Zef Mala
and Niko Xoxi became, in fact, the principal leaders of the
group. The rapprochement and collaboration between the two
main communist groups was undermined.

This split caused great harm to the communist movement
and, consequently, to the whole revolutionary democratic
movement which was in this plight when the frenzied anti-com-
munist campaign broke out following the advent to power of
the new reactionary government in November 1936. This gov-
ernment organized the brutal persecution of communists and all
progressive elements. It dissolved the workers’ associations, pro-
hibited the formation of new associations and permitted only
the formation of workers’ corporations of the fascist type under
the direct supervision of government authorities. Progressive
publications were banned and strict censorship was imposed on
all books and organs of the press published in the country or
brought from abroad. In 1937, Zog arrested most of the com-
munist officers in the army.

The Zogite government, on the other hand, had allowed
the spread of fascism far and wide in Albania, Mussolini’s
special envoys set to work to organize the Albanian youth on
the fascist pattern. In Korca, they set up a «committee of
action» composed of Albanian fascist elements, and throughout
the country they organized a wide network of agents whose
duty it was to pave the way for the complete enslavement of
the country by Italy. The reactionary Catholic clergy performed
a special mission in achieving this end.

Zog unreservedly supported the counter-revolutionary insur-
rection which had broken out in Spain in 1936 and recognized
Franco’s fascist government.

Zog’s  profoundly reactionary, pro-fascist policy aroused
great concern among the Albanian communists and patriots
for the future of the country’s independence. They were becom-
ing more and more aware of the danger fascism presented to
Albania and all the peoples of the world. In this direction,
the resolutions of the 7th Congress of the Comintern had been
of great direct assistance. The Albanian communists considered
the just war of the Spanish people as a war in defence of the
interests of Albania as well. Their hatred for fascism and
their spirit of proletarian internationalism was expressed with
special force by the Albanian communists and anti-fascists in
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their willingness to go to Spain as volunteers. From 1936, the
communist groups sent members there to fight side by side
with the Spanish people. The Albanian volunteers, among whom
were Asim  Vokshi, Thimjo Gogozoto, Ramiz Varvarica, Zef
Hoti, Musa Fratari and others, fought courageously against
fascism in the ranks of the International Brigades. Many of
them fell martyrs on the field of battle, while Teni Konomi,
member of the leadership of the Korca Communist Group,
was murdered by the fascists before he set foot on Spanish
soil.

The New Line of the Alba- In the circumstances of the increas-
nian Communist Movement ing fascist danger to Albania, it

became imperative for the com-
munist groups not only to collaborate more closely, but also
to reorganize all their work in the spirit of the resolutions of
the 7th Congress of the Communist International. The first
attempts to carry out the new line of the Comintern were made
by the Albanian communists abroad. On the initiative of the
communist faction of the Committee for National Liberation in
Paris, in March 1936 the «Democratic Front» of the political
organizations of Albanians in exile was set up. But the conser-
vative section of the anti-Zogite bourgeoisie in exile, represent-
ed in this front by the «Bashkimi Kombétar» (National Union),
had degenerated politically and was incapable of undertaking
patriotic and revolutionary actions. As a result the «Democra-
tic Front» was soon dissolved.

The communist groups within the country had not yet
established regular contacts with the Comintern because there
was no officially recognized party in Albania. Nevertheless,
the Comintern had been informed from time to time of the
activity of the communist groups in Albania by Ali Kelmendi
and the Albanian communists residing in France.

In December 1936 Ali Kelmendi submitted a report at a
meeting of the Albanian communist activists working abroad.
This meeting was called together in Moscow on the initiative
of the Balkan Section of the Comintern for the purpose of
analysing the situation in the Albanian communist movement
and of determining the tasks that lay before it in the light of
the directives of the 7th Congress of the Comintern. Ali Kel-
mendi called for intensification of the work to organize and
set up a communist party. To this end an organizational centre
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based on the existing communist groups within the country
and mainly on the Korca Group, should be set up in Albania.
The duty of this centre would be «to strengthen and guide
the existing communist groups, to organize the communist
movement throughout Albania as well as to call a Constituent
Congress of the Communist Party of Albania.»* On the initiati-
ve and under the guidance of the communists, an under-
ground and centralized organization of a democratic and anti-
fascist character should be set up to fight against the Zogite
regime and [Italian imperialism, to establish a democratic re-
public, and to annul the enslaving agreements with fascist
Italy. A popular front would be created on the basis of this
organization.

After examining the report, the meeting took decisions
which were also approved by the Comintern. In line with
these decisions, a clandestine organization of a democratic and
anti-fascist character was to be set up in Albania. It would
be under the leadership of a Central Committee composed of
communists and patriotic nationalists. The communist nucleus
of this committee would be made up of five persons who would
work within the country. This organization would serve as a
basis for the establishment of the popular front. The Comintern
observed that the old «cells were isolated from the masses
and shut in their own shell and, as such, they were incapable
of carrying out the new line. Therefore, they and their leading
forums should be temporarily dissolved and reorganized on the
basis of the Party after sound foundations had been laid
among the masses by means of activity in the legal associations.
The links among communists should be individual. The functions
of the communist organizing centre should be exercised by
the communist nucleus of the Central Committee pending the
formation of the party. The minimum program of the com-
munists, which would also be the political platform of the new
organization, consisted of two principal planks: a) the struggle
in defence of national rights and b) the struggle in defence
of democratic rights. For the defence of national independence,
the new organization would collaborate with all classes, social
strata and elements that were in favour of the struggle against
fascist bondage. The propagation of the new line would be done

* A. Kelmendi, report to the Comintern, December 14, 1936. CPA.
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by a clandestine paper which would be published by the com-
munists.

All Kelmendi and Kogo Tashko were charged with transmit-
ting these instructions to Albania. Ali Kelmendi went to
France to make arrangements to enter his Homeland. There,
he had to do a lot of persuasive work among the Albanian
communists and emigrants to carry out the new line. He devoted
special attention to exposing the hostile activity of Llazar
Fundo, a member of the communist faction of the Committee
for National Liberation, who tried to wreck all the work done
by the Albanian communists in France. Llazar Fundo sabotaged
the work of sending Albanian volunteers to Spain to fight
against fascism and, finally, came out openly against commun-
ism, in defence of the Bukharinites, Trotskyites, and other
hostile elements condemned by the Communist Party of the
Soviet Union (bolshevik). He was condemned as a traitor to com-
munism, as an agent provocateur of imperialism, and was ex-
pelled from the ranks of the Albanian communist movement.

Illness prevented Ali Kelmendi from returning to Albania
to carry out the mission entrusted to him. He died in Paris
on February 11, 1939.

Attempts to Apply the The Korca Communist Group first
New Line in Albania learned of the instructions of the

Comintern in the autumn of 1937.
After studying the new line, the leaders of this group accepted it
as a platform for their further activity, although they had some
reservations about the instruction to dissolve the communist cells
and committees and hesitated at first to carry it out. The group
appointed its representative to the communist nucleus of the
Central Committee. It decided to put the new instructions into
practice, by extending the work with the masses in the legal
organizations like the artisans’ associations, the precinct councils,
the municipal council and the council of the chamber of com-
merce, among paramilitary groups, students’ out-of-school as-
sociations, by means of the legal press organs, etc.

From the beginning, the spread of the new line to the
other communist organizations of the country encountered the
opposition of the leaders of the Shkodra Communist Group.
Zef Mala and Niko Xoxi rejected the new line, saying that,
in principle, they were for the social revolution and not for
national revolution; that they were opposed to imperialism,
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but unwilling to collaborate with the nationalists; that they
were in favour of direct action when the time came, and not
of dilatory and roundabout actions, and so on!

The new line was opposed also by the Tirana Trotskyite
organization headed by Aristidh Qendro who, like Zef Mala,
described collaboration with the patriotic nationalists and the
establishment of the popular front as betrayal of the working
class.

The political and ideological enlightenment of the com-
munists, exposure of Trotskyites, and the uniting of the sound
communist forces in a single Albanian communist party re-
quired hard and persistent work. But those who undertook this
task recoiled before difficulties. The communist nucleus in
the Central Committee of the new organization which was to
be formed, never acted as such at any time. Its members were
not men of sacrifice. Kogo Tashko himself, who had brought
the new directives and had the main responsibility for ap-
plying them, proved to be quite incapable, from the political
and organizational point of view, of carrying them out.

The Kor¢a Communist Group, for its part, remained con-
fined to that city. In March 1938, it dissolved the cells. This
caused some confusion and disintegration among the com-
munists who regarded the cell as the most suitable form in
which to be educated with the Marxist ideology and to
examine collectively the problems of the workers” movement.
Nevertheless, both before the dissolution of «cells and after,
the communists of the group did their best to carry out the
new line in Kor¢a and scored important successes. They placed
themselves at the head of the city’s democratic movement and
extended their influence among the masses of the people, who
saw in the communists the most resolute champions of the
people's interests. This became evident in the elections to
precinct councils and the council of the Chamber of Com-
merce, especially in the work with the youth and in the
municipal elections. The group greatly extended and deepened
its influence among the worker, artisan and school youth, and
became the leader of the out-of-school organization «Rinia Kor-
care» (Korga Youth), foiling every attempt of the Zogite go-
vernment and fascist agents to give this organization a counter-
revolutionary colour. In the elections for the new municipal
council, in June 1938, the communists presented the list of candi-
dates of the Democratic Bloc, which, apart from communists,
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also included progressive bourgeois elements. In these elections,
they scored a brilliant victory. The Democratic Bloc got 86
per cent of the votes, against the list sponsored by the capital-
ist group of the «General Electric Company», although the
latter spent large sums of money for the election and had the
powerful backing of the state organs. With their work the
communists shook the masses of electors out of the political
lethargy and indifference into which they had sunk and in-
volved them actively in the political life of the city. The new
municipal council of Korca led by the communists took a
number of measures of a democratic nature which were un-
precedented in the practice of the municipal councils of the
country. It opened its meetings so that the electors could
supervise its activity, rid the municipal administrative apparatus
of reactionary employees and replaced them with communists
and democrats. It wused part of the municipal funds to give
financial aid to the poor and to build streets, water supply
systems, etc., in the city quarters of the poor. It took legal
action against the «General Electric Company» with a view
to annulling the concession it had obtained through bribery,
etc.

The list of the Democratic Bloc put forward by the branch
of the Kor¢ca Communist Group in Durrés also triumphed
in the municipal elections held in July that year in that city
There were similar successes in Gjirokastra and Peqin.

The Sharpening of Dis- The Kor¢ca  Communist Group
agreements between the attached special importance to
Communist Groups of Kor- the struggle against fascism which
¢a and Shkodra was threatening the freedom and

independence of the country. This
struggle was a fundamental strategic task of the communists.
The illegal organ «Pé&rpara» (Forward) which the group started
to publish in the autumn of 1937 for the purpose of educating
its members and propagating the new line, denounced fascism
as a regime of exploitation, oppression and war, laid bare
the true features of the initiators of the fascist movement in
Albania and of their supporters — the landlords, big merchants
and usurers — and exposed them as enemies to the people. This
periodical warned the communists against the fascist danger
threatening the country and called on them to mobilize the
people in struggle against it. The Korca Communist Group
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did not confine itself to propaganda alone in order to create
a broad anti-fascist movement, but resorted to direct action
as well. In 1938 the communists clashed in the streets of the
Korga city with the members of the «Fascist Committee» operat-
ing in Albania. They frustrated all attempts to organize our
youth on Italian fascist lines.

The Kor¢a Communist Group pursued a generally correct
line toward the internal problems of the country. Basing itself
on the resolutions of the 7th Congress of the Comintern, in
its periodical «Pérpara» it expounded in theory the necessity
for the communists to establish close links with the broad mas-
ses, to lead the masses in their day-to-day struggle for the
fulfilment of their most elementary political and economic
rights, and to set up a people’s front which would mobilize
the masses for struggle against the fascist menace. On this
basis the Kor¢a Communist Group put forward its minimum
program which envisaged struggle a) for the national rights of
the people against imperialism; b) for the democratic rights of
the people against violations of the national Constitution and
attempts to implant fascism in Albania; c) for peace against
war; and d) for the elementary economic rights of the people.

«Pérpara» pointed out that in a semi-colonial country like
Albania there existed not only a social problem, but also a
national problem, that the latter had emerged as the primary
problem and that the national movement in which the broad
masses of the people were interested, must be linked closely
with the social movement of the working class. This was the
only class capable of leading the masses and loyally defending
their interests, but to restrict the movement to the working
class alone and to fight with its forces only, without mobilizing
the national forces, was a dangerous adventure. «We are
obliged to work wherever people come together, in state organ-
izations, schools, clubs, religious congregations, women’s asso-
ciations and elsewhere . . . Our legally approved program and
tactics facilitate our work in organizations authorized or set up
by the statee Now we are obliged to work in a roundabout
way only because we want to gather strength in order to act
directly. Power lies with the people; without the masses we
are but a handful of persons...»*

* «The National Movement and the Social Movement», «Pé&rparay,
September 1938, CPA.
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The application of this line brought the Korca Group a
number of successes, but only within the city. The group had
a very narrow view of the base on which the popular front
should be formed in a backward agricultural country like
Albania at that time, where the peasantry made up the over-
whelming majority of the population. While preaching the
necessity of extending the work beyond the working class to
the other strata of the people, it did almost nothing about the
countryside; about the alliance of the working class with the
peasantry, without which the popular front could not be set up.

The Shkodra Group, for its part, had not drawn the neces-
sary lessons from the achievements of communists in the
democratic and anti-fascist activities in Kor¢a and elsewhere.
Instead of striving to wunite the communists of the country
and to extend their contacts with the broad masses of the
people, the top leaders of this group pursued the course of
disruption and struggle against the group that had adopted the
new line of action. «Buletini Jeshil» (The Green Bulletin), the
illegal publication of the Shkodra Communist Group which
appeared in the latter half of 1938, played an especially negative
role in that struggle.

This bulletin published excerpts from the works of the
classics of Marxism-Leninism, materials about the successes
achieved by the Soviet Union in socialist construction, and
the superiority of the socialist system over the capitalist
system, articles which exposed the Zogite regime, fascism
and Italy’s enslaving policy toward Albania, and so on. These
articles were an important contribution to the Albanian com-
munist movement. On the other hand, however, through the
«Buletini Jeshil», the Shkodra Communist Group tried to justify
theoretically its mistaken line by maintaining an anti-Marxist
stand imposed by Zef Mala and Niko Xoxi toward the basic
problem of setting up an anti-fascist popular front.

The anti-Marxist views of the leaders of the Shkodra
Group had their origin in their erroneous conception and assess-
ment of the role of classes and social strata in the Albanian
revolutionary movement and of the situation created in Albania
as a result of the enslaving policy of Italian fascism. They said
that in Albania there were no proletariat and bourgeoisie in
the true meaning of the terms, that the artisans were the
most revolutionary part of the population and that the peasantry
would become the ally of the proletariat when the latter, as a
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result of the further capitalist development of the country, would
become capable of taking up the banner of socialist revolution.
Since there was no proletariat and no bourgeoisic, no genuine
class struggle could be waged and, as a consequence, the condi-
tions for the revolution were not yet ripe! They also maintained
that the communist movement had come into being in Albania
not as an essential need of the working class in order to fight
against the capitalists, but as a result of foreign influences! In
these circumstances, since this movement was already afoot,
the duty of the communists was to educate and train cadres
who would eventually start agitation among the broad masses
of people, would draw the proletariat behind them and would
take the direction of the communist revolution into their own
hands! It was with these cadres, theoretically educated and
trained, that they intended to form an Albanian communist
party.

Failing to grasp the political changes that had taken place
in Albania and in the world, the leaders of the Shkodra Group
were unable to work out a correct revolutionary line compatible
with these conditions. They rejected the Comintern’s directive to
set up a popular front, saying in justification that Albania
was a semi-colonial country without distinct classes, without a
proletariat, without a communist party, without other political
parties, beset with general ignorance, and so on. The leaders
of the Shkodra Communist Group were not opposed to the
establishment of a democratic, anti-imperialist and anti-fascist
order, but they wanted to direct the main forces toward the
establishment of a proletarian socialist democracy! These views
increased the ideological confusion among the members of the
group.

The ideological and political disagreements between the
two groups regarding the application of Marxism under the
concrete  historical conditions of the country became more
acute. This conflict was extended to the field of organization
also and assumed an unprincipled character.

The  Struggle against Meanwhile, the danger of Italian
Fascist Aggression fascist aggression against Albania

became ever greater. In January
1939, the fascist dictator Benito Mussolini endorsed the plan
of the military occupation of Albania. The leaders of the Korga
Communist Group thought that favourable conditions for the
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formation of a broad front against Italian imperialism had
been created. They tried to convince the communists of the
other groups and the patriotic nationalists of the need to unite
and collaborate against the imminent fascist aggression. But
these efforts were not persistent enough and therefore came
to naught.

On the other hand, Zog had no intention whatsoever of
organizing resistance against the Italian aggression and least
of all, in collaboration with the communists. Up to the last
moment he hoped to come to terms with the Italian fascists,
by making new concessions to them in order to retain his royal
throne. At the same time, he organized savage persecution of
the communists. Zog’s gendarmerie detected and arrested most
of the members of the Shkodra Communist Group. Under
interrogation and at their trial by the Zogites in January 1939,
the leaders of this group, Zef Mala and Niko Xoxi, broke down
and betrayed the activity of the group, the names of their com-
rades and of some of the members of the Kor¢a Communist
Group. Seventy-five persons appeared before the court, accused
of seeking to overthrow the regime by force. The -eighteen-year
old communist Qemal Stafa, like many of his comrades, main-
tained a manly stand in court. He declared that he was and
would remain a dedicated communist and that communism
would save the masses of oppressed workers. The court passed
various sentences on 52 persons.

This was a heavy blow to the Albanian communist move-
ment. It resulted mainly from defective security and the betrayal
by the leaders of the Shkodra Communist Group who did
not consider it a grave blunder to betray their comrades to the
police and in court. They pretended that this was a test of the
resoluteness of their comrades under torture!

The international situation was worsening. The fascist states
had greatly increased their war preparations. Hitlerite Germany
had occupied Austria in 1938 and, after the Munich capitulation
by the Western powers, occupied Czechoslovakia in March 1939,
while the fascist troops in Spain crushed the Spanish re-
publican forces.

On March 23, 1939 fascist Italy took the final decision on
the military occupation of Albania. Zog tried his utmost to
conceal the tension that had built up in Albanian-Italian rela-
tions. Nevertheless, the Albanian people learned of the sinister
plans of fascism from the very first days of April. A wave of
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indignation swept the whole country. The Albanian communists,
though few in number, became the organizers of powerful
anti-fascist ~ demonstrations  throughout the country. On the
initiative of the communists and patriotic nationalists, centres
were set up in Tirana and other cities to recruit volunteers
for the war against the fascist aggression. The communists
held in jail and internment asked the government to send
them to the front line to resist the aggression. But the organiza-
tion of popular resistance was sabotaged by Zog and his
clique. The Albanian people, who were all up and ready to
fight in defence of their freedom and independence, found
themselves unarmed, betrayed by the ruling classes, the govern-
ment and the king. At these decisive moments for the fate
of the Homeland, the communist groups, split and at log-
gerheads with one another, were unable to set up a single
leadership and mobilize the people for armed action against
the aggressors.

On April 7, 1939 Italian fascist troops attacked Albania.
Zog and his clique fled the country, leaving it to the mercy
of fate. The Albanian army, paralyzed by the Italian military
specialists and  their own  pro-fascist officers, disintegrated
without offering any resistance. Meanwhile, groups of patriots
fought heroically, rifle in hand, against the aggressors in Durrés,
Saranda, Shéngjin, Shkodra, Vlora, etc., but the superior forces
of the enemy crushed this resistance. In a few days the country
was overrun by the fascists. But the Albanian people were
not conquered. They openly manifested their deep hatred for
the Italian invaders and never recognized the foreign occupation
regime.

The occupation of Albania came as a logical consequence
of the aggressive policy of Italian fascism, of the anti-national and
anti-popular capitulationist policy pursued by the Zogite regime,
and of the policy of «non-intervention» of the Western capitalist
powers which hastened to recognize this occupation. Only the
Soviet Union, loyal to its policy of defending the countries
menaced by fascism, raised its voice against this aggression. A
wave of indignation and protests broke out among the Alba-
nian emigrants. Progressive opinion in general throughout the
world also condemned the Italian aggression against Albania.
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4. THE FOUNDING OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY
— HISTORICALLY IMPERATIVE IN THE CONDITIONS
OF THE WAR FOR NATIONAL LIBERATION

The occupation of Albania was part of the general plan
the fascist powers had begun to put into effect to establish their
domination of the world. The policy of repeated concessions
pursued by Britain, France and the USA had further incited
the aggressive aims of fascism. The talks which Britain and
France had begun in 1939 with the Soviet Union under pressure
from public opinion were used by these powers as a smokescreen
behind which to conceal their attempts to come to terms with
Hitler. For this reason, in order to gain time, to strengthen its
defences and to avoid becoming involved on its own in a war
on two fronts — against Germany and Japan the Soviet
Union, in August 1939, signed the Non-aggression Pact with
Germany. At the beginning of September, after the Hitlerites
had attacked Poland, faced with fascist aggression which was
being directed against them, too, Britain and France declared
war on nazi Germany.

Thus, the Second World War started as a war between the
two main imperialist blocs. It was a result of the inevitable
contradictions of the capitalist system in the epoch of its general
crisis. On the other hand, however, the peoples had risen against
the fascist aggression and slavery. Their fight to defend
freedlom and independence and to rid themselves of foreign
bondage was a just, anti-fascist war.

The Establishment of the With the occupation of Albania
Fascist Occupation Regime by Italy began a grim period of

fascist enslavement for the Al-
banian people. The Italian invaders kept the landlord-bourgeois
order intact. On the other hand, they took immediate steps
to carry out a broad program of political, economic and admi-
nistrative measures aimed at legalizing and enforcing the oc-
cupation regime.

The Italian fascists tried to achieve this aim through
both demagogy and force. With a view to concealing the
annexation, they summoned a «Constituent Assembly» in Tirana
which proclaimed the «personal union» of Albania with Italy,
offered the crown of Albania to the Italian King Victor
Emmanuel 1III, and «created a puppet Albanian government
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headed by the big landowner Shefqet Vérlaci. In reality, Albania
was turned into a province of the Italian empire under the
fascist dictatorship. The Italian «Viceroy» (Luogotenente) exer-
cised all state power on behalf and in the name of the
king, carrying out to the letter the orders of the Rome govern-
ment. The puppet Albanian government was simply an inter-
mediary organ transmitting the will of fascist dictator Mussolini
and the Viceroy. The Albanian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
was closed. Its functions were turned over to the Italian Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs. The other ministries were, in fact,
directed by the Italian «advisers». The Albanian armed forces
became part of the Imperial Army and took their orders from
the Italian headquarters. The Convention on the «Equality
of Civil and Political Rights» in Albania between Italian and
Albanian citizens was accompanied with the influx of tens
of thousands of Italian colonists (workers, farmers, specialists,
teachers, entrepreneurs, merchants, officials, etc.). These, toge-
ther with the occupation troops, made up the force which
aimed, among other things, at the complete colonization and
fascization of the country.

The [Italian invaders officially proclaimed Italy and Al-
bania a «single territory». There was an unimpeded inflow of
Italian capital into Albania. The Italian capitalists became the
absolute masters of the economy of the country, turning it
wholly into a base for raw materials and a market for their
goods only.

The [Italian government also began feverish preparations
to transform Albania into a military base for aggression against
the neighbouring Balkan countries.

In its policy of occupying Albania and turning it into
a province of Italy, Mussolini’s government had the full support
of the reactionary ruling classes of the country. Prior to 1939,
fascist Italy had set up among these classes and among the
ranks of the bourgeois political exiles a powerful agency
which served it faithfully in the enslavement of the Albanian
people.

The Albanian landed gentry had always maintained close
relations with the foreign rulers who ensured them their class
privileges, and had always tended to place their property
interests above those of the nation. As traditional carriers of
political corruption, they had no difficulty in abandoning Zog
and linking up with the Italian invaders and giving their policy
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in Albania unreserved support, since Italian fascism championed
their class interests. Similar interests threw the tribal chief-
tains into the lap of fascism, too. The Italian invaders made
them blind tools of fascism in Albania.

The Albanian reactionary bourgeoisie, the most important
part of which consisted of the big merchant bourgeoisie, also
betrayed the interests of the Homeland. It had long given
up fighting in defence of the freedom and independence of the
country, and had become a counter-revolutionary and anti-
national force. The fascist invasion encouraged the development
of trade. The big Albanian merchants, together with the
landed gentry and the high fascist functionaries, became inter-
mediaries and collaborators of the Italian monopolies in exploit-
ing the Albanian people. Many of the local industrialists,
whose factories closed down because of difficulties created by
Italian competition, became traders and accumulated consider-
able wealth. Thus, the big bourgeoisie became an appendage of
the occupiers. The reactionary clergy, too, became a tool in
the hands of fascism.

The invaders appointed representatives of these classes and
social strata, which comprised the Albanian reaction, to high
posts in the fascist administration, hoping through them to
ensure a quiet domination over Albania.

The consequences of the establishment of the fascist regime
were soon felt by the Albanian people. They completely lost
their freedom and national independence. Right from the start
hundreds of patriots were confined in jails and deported to
concentration camps in Italy. The fascists set up a powerful
police  apparatus in order to track down  «suspects to
the regime». Office workers were forced to swear allegiance
to the king or lose their jobs. The fascist laws created an
atmosphere of terror and insecurity throughout the Iland.

On the other hand, illusions about an improvement of the
economic situation caused by the temporary elimination of
unemployment through large construction schemes, mainly of
a military character, and through dumping cheap Italian com-
modities on the market, very soon faded. The artisan workshops
closed down one after another, because they could not compete
with  Italian industry. Ruin of the handicraftsmen became
general. Albanian workers were forced to work ten hours a day
for starvation wages in conditions of continually rising prices.
After the occupation, the discrimination between Albanian and
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Italian workers became even more blatant. There was no
protection or labour insurance for Albanian workers. The
Italian employers had the right to extend the work-day
whenever they judged it necessary.

The systematic plunder by the invaders also gravely affected
the interests of the peasantry. The compulsory delivery of
agricultural  products at very low prices, the expropriation
of small farmers by the Italian banks, and the confiscation
of thousands of hectares of land for military needs, deepened
the process of impoverishment of the masses of the peasantry.

The Beginning of the Na-  The loss of freedom and national
tional  Liberation = Move-  independence deeply affected the
ment. On the Order of the traditional sentiments of ardent
Day: Unity of the Com- love of country and national
munists pride of the Albanian people.

Their hatred for the invaders
grew from day to day. Their resentment was expressed in
various ways: in sabotaging plans to Italianize and fascize
the Albanian people, in refusing to enrol in the fascist party
and other fascist organizations, in resisting the laws of the
occupation regime, etc. The workers and school youth were
especially prominent in this anti-fascist resistance.

In the conditions of the occupation, the workers’ movement
assumed a pronounced anti-fascist political character. Factories
and large work-sites became hotbeds of struggle against the
capitalist exploiters and the invaders. Frequent strikes took
place in various cities. The workers went on strike not only
for economic claims, but also to express their indignation
and to sabotage production for the invaders.

The secondary schools became centres of a fiery movement
against fascism. Even before the occupation, the school youth
had stood out for their patriotic and democratic sentiments.
Under the influence and guidance of the communist groups,
they had become resolute fighters against the Zogite regime,
against obscurantism and against fascism. In addition, they
had become the bearers of communist and revolutionary demo-
cratic ideas among the masses. After the occupation, the
school youth were among the first to express their hatred for
the fascist invaders with great force. They opposed and sa-
botaged the spread of fascist culture, led demonstrations and
protests against fascism and propagated the ideas of militant
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patriotism and communism. In this way, the school youth
served as a sound support for the communist and the anti-
fascist movement in general.

The new situation created after the occupation raised the
fundamental task of arousing all the people in struggle to
frustrate the fascist plan of Italianizing and plundering the co-
untry, to liberate Albania and to regain national independence.

The accomplishment of this task called for a revolutionary
leadership to work out the political platform of the anti-fascist
war, to mobilize and organize the people in this struggle.

A leadership of this kind was lacking. The communist
groups were the only political organizations concerned about the
destiny of the Homeland and people in those critical days.
These groups maintained a resolute stand against the occupation
regime. But discord prevented them from working out a
common line for the liberation war, linking up with the
popular masses and becoming their leadership.

The essential need to unite these groups and form a single
communist party presented itself as a matter of wurgency. The
accomplishment of this task was not easy. Major obstacles had
to be overcome in order to eliminate all disagreements and
divisions, which were fostered especially by the leaders,
although the need for unity was already felt by the majority
of the communists.

To achieve the union of communist forces and organize the
anti-fascist struggle, the old course of negotiations among the
leaders was pursued. The two opposing lines regarding the
character of the war again collided in these negotiations. The
leaders of the Korca Group always favoured organizing the
national liberation war with the participation of all classes and
social strata that were willing to fight against the foreign
invaders. The leaders of the Shkodra Group and other organiza-
tions, who had not given wup their sectarian stand, adapted
their old views to the new situation. They were of the opinion
that, as a result of the Italian occupation, Albania was
embarking on the course of rapid capitalist development.
Consequently, the growth of the working class would create
the basis for a socialist revolution!

The negotiations between the leaders of the Korca and
Shkodra Groups led to the formation, in the autumn of 1939,
of a so-called joint «Central Committee» made up of an
equal number of members, two from each group. This agree-
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rnent was nothing but a «social democratic compromise».* It
did not envisage the fusion of the two groups into a single
organization. The groups remained divided, each retaining its
own views and not purging its ranks of anti-Marxist elements.
The leaders of the Shkodra Group agreed only to expel the
Trotskyite Niko Xoxi. Built on such rotten foundations, this
«union» from above remained altogether formal.

Meanwhile, the popular anti-fascist movement was growing
all over the country. At the head of this movement stood the
communists. After the occupation of the country, a radical
change had taken place in their understanding. The rank-and-
file members of the communist groups were becoming more
and more aware that unity could not be achieved through
sterile talks among chiefs but in the common struggle against
the fascist invaders. This gradually pushed the political and
ideological  differences into  the background. @ The  authority
and influence of the chiefs upon the rank-and-file of the
groups had declined. The communists threw themselves into
struggle against the foreign occupiers and became agitators
for the liberation war. On Flag Day, November 28, 1939, they
led anti-fascist mass demonstrations in the principal cities
of the country. The demonstrations were conducted under the
slogans: «Long live free Albanial», «Liberty or death!» The
communists were the inspirers and leaders of the anti-fascist
movement of the workers and the school youth. «/n fights
and clashes with the invaders and quislings, united for a
single purpose — the liberation of the country from the invaders,
the sound rank-and-file communists of the various groups were
forging links with one another in blood, forgetting their squab-
bles and feuds. Now a correct communist line was being crystall-
ized, and unity in a single party was required as a condition sine
qua non for the organization and leadership of the war of
liberation.»**

The successes scored by the communists in organizing the
anti-fascist movement during the early months after the occupa-
tion of the country served as an encouragement for the Korga

* Resolution of the Meeting of Communist Groups, November
1941. Principal Documents of the PLA, vol. 1, 1971, p. 17, Alb. ed.

** Enver Hoxha, Report of the CC of the CPA to the 1st Congress
of the Communist Party of Albania, November 8, 1948, Works, vol.
5, p. 245, Alb. ed.
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Communist Group to strengthen and extend its activity to
the other districts of the country and to put an end to localism.
At the beginning of 1940 it organized a branch in Tirana.
Enver Hoxha was assigned to the leadership of this branch.

Enver Hoxha Enver Hoxha was born on October

16, 1908 in Gjirokastra. The early
years of his life coincided with a very critical period for the
country when successive foreign invaders burnt and laid waste
whole districts, murdered the population en masse and spread
misery everywhere. Life taught him to hate the enemies of the
Homeland and, although still very young, he joined the 1924
democratic movement.

At the Korca Lyceum, from which he graduated in 1930,
Enver Hoxha had his first experience of the brutality of the
Zogite authorities and of their jail for having organized with
his comrades a demonstration in protest against thefts perpe-
trated at the expense of the student body.

He went to France to pursue his higher studies. His
pronounced  democratic  propensities made Enver Hoxha a
sympathizer of the French communist movement. In Paris he
established connections with the editorial board of «L’Huma-
nite», organ of the Central Committee of the French Communist
Party, to which he contributed materials denouncing the
Zogite regime in Albania.

When his scholarship was discontinued, Enver Hoxha was
obliged to go to Belgium where he worked for a period at the
Albanian Consulate in Brussels and continued his studies at
the same time. But Zog’s agents abroad detected his anti-
Zogite activity. He was dismissed from his job and was obliged
to return to Albania in 1936.

By this time, Enver Hoxha had become a communist and,
as such, devoted himself to the struggle for the liberation of
the people. The oath he took, in 1936, at the grave of the pa-
triot Bajo Topulli, in Gjirokastra, that he and all the youth
would fight for «a better Albania», for «the welfare of the
Homeland, for «the real unification of the nation» was a
program of action for him.

Enver Hoxha began his revolutionary activity in his home
country as a teacher, first at the Tirana Gymnasium and then
at the Korca Lyceum. He joined the Kor¢a Communist Group
and became one of its most active members. He made skilful
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use of the school platform in order to impart democratic and
communist ideas to the students. He became, also, one of the
principal educators of the «Rinia Korgare» (Kor¢a Youth) out-of-
school organization and an indefatigable militant for the unity
of the Albanian communist movement.

On the eve of the fascist occupation Enver Hoxha, together
with the other comrades of the group, worked with might
and main to organize a popular resistance. He kept up these
efforts also after the occupation of the country. His revolutionary
activity brought him under the eye of the fascist invaders
who dismissed him from his job as an «element opposed
to the regime». The leadership of the Korca Communist Group
decided to send him to Tirana, charging him with the task
of extending the activity of the group on a sound basis, by
organizing the anti-fascist movement in the capital and other
districts of the country.

Appreciating the determination of the rank-and-file mem-
bers of the communist groups to fight against fascism and
their ardent desire for the wunity of the communist movement
and the founding of the Party, Enver Hoxha, who was
uninfected with the group spirit, worked with them patiently
and wisely, tirelessly explaining things to them and organizing
them. At the same time he established connections with
patriotic nationalists who hated the fascist invaders and were
willing to fight them.

Further Difficulties on the Precisely at the time when the
Road to Unity. The Youth wunion of the groups and the crea-
Group tion of a single communist party

had become imperative, further
difficulties arose to hinder achievement of this purpose. A fac-
tion, which had begun to form in the ranks of the Korga
Communist Group before the occupation of the country, emerged
as a separate group in February 1940, Eventually it assumed
the name the Youth Group. The emergence of this new group
had been encouraged by the split and other shortcomings in
the communist movement, factors which created favourable soil
for the activity of anti-Marxist elements.

The group was headed by Anastas Lula and Sadik Premte,
elements with pronounced Trotskyite and anarchist tendencies.
Taking advantage of the lack of sound connections between
the Kor¢a Communist Group and its organizations in Tirana,
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Anastas Lula and Sadik Premte had succeeded in persuading
some members whom they had recruited, that the leaders of
the Korca Communist Group were incapable of guiding the
communist movement and that their ideological views and
political line were erroneous. They were soon able to extend the
ranks of their faction with intellectual elements of bourgeois
and petty-bourgeois origin among whom anti-Marxist views,
borrowed partly from the leaders of the Shkodra Communist
Group, struck root at once. The Youth Group set up branches
in the principal cities of the country, including Korca, where
it took advantage of the dissolution of the cells which had
caused discontent and confusion among some communists.

The Youth Group began to violate the joint decisions of
the «Central Committee» openly. Thinking that these fact-
ionalists were acting on instructions from the Korca Communist
Group, with which they were formally associated, the leaders
of the Shkodra Group accused the Korga Group of insincerity
and disloyalty. They wused this as a pretext to withdraw from
the «Central Committee», thus bringing about its dissolution.

Thus the agreement of the autumn of 1939 came to naught.
Instead of achieving closer contact and unity, the gap between
these groups became deeper. The Youth Group declared open
struggle against the Korca Communist Group and established
connections with the Shkodra Communist Group. The minor
communist organizations fused gradually into three principal
communist groups.

The leadership of the Youth Group issued an anti-Marxist
ideological and political platform of its own. It said that there
was no proletariat, no class struggle in Albania and, therefore,
no basis existed for the formation of a communist party, that
the peasantry was conservative, reactionary and could not
become the ally of the working class. It had adopted the
Trotskyite theory about the education and preservation of
cadres. They considered links and work with the masses harm-
ful, for that would endanger the cadres! Like Zef Mala and
Niko Xoxi, the chiefs of the Youth Group thought that the
fascist invasion would bring about the development of capital-
ism, the growth of the proletariat and the strengthening of
relations between the Albanian and Italian working class. Thus
class struggle would develop, creating favourable conditions for
founding a communist party which would lead the struggle for
socialism!
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The chiefs of the Youth Group and some of their followers
degenerated into a sect of anarchists.

The simultaneous emergence of the «Zjarri» Group organiza-
tions in Albania added greatly to the confusion created by the
formation of the Youth Group. The Trotskyite Andrea Zisi, hav-
ing done his utmost to dissuade the Albanian anti-fascist youth
residing in Athens from coming to their native land to fight the
Italian aggressors, on behalf of the «Albanian Communist Party»,
returned to Albania, bent on sabotaging the communist and anti-
fascist movement. In Korca he formed a «Central Committee»
and in both Tirana and Vlora a «Regional Committee». Andrea
Zisi had hatched up a new «theory» according to which the
fascist stronghold should be taken from within and, therefore,
instead of fighting the occupiers openly, the communist should
merge with them in their political apparatus and in the ad-
ministration. Bedri Spahiu incited a few communist officers to
adopt these views, too.

The Stand of the Albanian In June 1940, when the sound
Communists and  People communists of the various groups
toward Fascist Aggression were fighting against fascism and
against the Neighbouring the Trotskyites, for unification
Peoples of the Albanian communist move-

ment, Italy entered the war on
the side of Hitlerite Germany. The Italian fascists tried to
win the Albanians over to their side and use them as cannon
fodder. Starting from  Albania, the Italian troops attacked
Greece on October 28, 1940. After a small advance, they were
compelled to retreat under the blows of the Greek army,
leaving Kor¢a in November and Gjirokastra at the beginning
of December 1940.

The  Italian-Greek  War  brought  further  suffering and
devastation to the Albanian people. Far from supporting the
fascist aggression against Greece, the Albanian people did
what they could to help the fraternal Greek people in their
war for liberation. The work of communists and anti-fascist
patriots  completely  frustrated the fascist plan of military
and «civil» mobilization of the Albanians. The Albanian soldiers
conscripted by the Italian fascists and sent to the Greek front,
refused to fight and deserted en masse. Sabotage of the
fascist military machine behind the lines took place more
frequently. Since Italian fascism was a common enemy, the
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population of the districts occupied by Greek forces gave the
latter all the assistance they could. But the Greek government
maintained an openly chauvinist attitude toward the Albanian
people. It tried to carry out the old plans of the Greek chauvinist
bourgeoisie to annex Kor¢a and Gjirokastra.

The Kor¢a communists, too, came up against this hostile
attitude of the Greek occupation authorities. As soon as the
Italian troops withdrew, the communists set up the «Committee
for Defence of the City» and formed a small armed detachment
of communists and sympathizers of the group to maintain law
and order. At the first meeting between the committee and
the Greek military authoritiecs a conflict arose over the
character of the Greek occupation. The committee rejected the
demand from Athens that the coming of Greek troops should
be considered as «the liberation of the Greek city of Korga.»
The Greeks, on their part, rejected the committee’s proposal to
form a number of Albanian battalions to fight under their own
national flag against the Italian invaders. They forced the
committee to disband. On the Day of Independence, November 28,

1940, the communists organized a big demonstration in the city
of Korga with a view to raising the morale of the population
and to show the Greek government that the people of Korca,
like all the Albanian people, hated the Italian fascists but
did not accept the claims of the Greek chauvinists to Albanian
territory, either.

The Greek occupation of the southern regions of Albania
did not last long. The events that took place in the spring
of 1941 totally changed the situation in the Balkans. Having
occupied  Denmark, Norway, the Netherlands, Belgium and
France, Hitlerite Germany marched its troops into Finland,
Rumania and Bulgaria, and in April 1941 attacked Yugoslavia
and Greece. Within a few days the German army occupied
these countries and made it possible for the Italian troops to
re-occupy Southern Albania and enter Greece.

The [Italian-Greek War, during which Albania was turned
into a Dbattlefield, had considerable consequences here. The
heavy losses in lives, the great material damage and the step-
ping up of the invaders’ policy of colonialist plunder greatly
aggravated the plight of the masses of the people. However,
the defeats suffered by the Italians in this war clearly
revealed the rottenness of Italian fascism and completely
discredited it in the eyes of the Albanian people.
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Italy extended its =zone of occupation creating «Greater
Albaniay which included a piece of Albanian territory that
had been given to Serbia by the Conference of Ambassadors
of the imperialist powers held in London in 1913. In order
to make their position secure in the Balkans, the German and
Italian fascist invaders fomented the old national feuds and
the chauvinism of the reactionary classes of the Balkan count-
ries. But the communists and the people as a whole did not
fall into the trap of fascist demagogy. Relying on the right
of self-determination of the peoples, they exposed the provoca-
tive policy of «Greater Albania» and pursued the course
of intensifying the war against the fascist invaders and of
strengthening the collaboration with the neighbouring peoples
in the liberation war against their common enemy.

The Unity of the Communists The fascist regime in Albania
in the Fight against Fascism had suffered a heavy blow. It

was beset by a political crisis
which became steadily deeper, one expression of which was its
inability to suppress the popular anti-fascist movement. In the
spring of 1941, the ceta! of freedom fighters led by the patriot
Myslim Peza had begun to carry out armed operations against
the fascist invaders. The latter retaliated against its actions
carried out in March and May, by undertaking their first puni-
tive operation in Peza, but mass desertions began from the
ranks of the Albanian detachments. In May, popular resent-
ment toward the foreign oppressors was expressed by a notable
event. In the centre of Tirana, young Vasil Lag¢i fired a pistol
at the King of Italy, Victor Emmanuel III, who had come on a
visit to Albania.

The revolutionary situation was ripening in Albania. The
fascist invaders increased their measures of repression. They
arrested and jailed thousands of patriots. In order to escape
police persecution or conscription for military service, some of
them took to the mountains and harassed the enemy singly
or in small armed groups.

Appreciating the importance of the patriotic  freedom
fighters of Peza, Enver Hoxha and his comrades decided to
send communists to give this group an organized character and
raise the political consciousness of its fighters. In talks conducted

1 Group of fighters.
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between Enver Hoxha and Myslim Peza, the Ilatter gladly
accepted the proposal to have communists sent to his g¢eta.

The communists’ taking to the mountains in order to
organize and extend the national liberation movement marked
the beginning of a new stage in their activity. The communists
took the initiative and tried to organize the anti-fascist armed
movement in the other regions of the country as well.

Their propaganda work among the masses was assuming
wide proportions. In addition to individual agitation, an im-
portant role in the communication of the communists with the
masses was played by the leaflets and appeals, distributed at
first in the cities and later in the villages. Some of them,
however, carried incorrect political slogans, like «For a Soviet
Albania!», «For a Communist Albanial», «For the Organization
of an Albanian Red Army!», which had their origin in a wrong
assessment of the existing situation in Albania.

At this time, the development of the movement and the
persistent demands of the communists for unity prompted the
Korca and Shkodra Communist Groups to make a new attempt
to establish collaboration. With a view to co-ordinating their
anti-fascist activities, they set up a «Committee of Arbitration»
as a first step towards complete union. But this attempt did
not yield satisfactory results either.

The Tirana branch of the Kor¢a Communist Group, on its
part, had carried on a wide range of activities among the ranks
of the communists and patriotic nationalists and had established
sound connections with them. Inspired by his ardent desire
to achieve the unity of the Albanian communists into a single
party as soon as possible, Enver Hoxha had not recoiled before
the new difficulties that had arisen from the factionalist work
of the Youth and «Zjarri» groups. He found a common language
with the outstanding activists of the Shkodra Group, Vasil
Shanto and Qemal Stafa. Under Enver Hoxha’s leadership, the
Tirana branch gradually became the real organizing centre
for the entire communist and anti-fascist movement in Alba-
nia. It emerged superior to the groups. Dedicated communists
of the different groups wunited around it. Revolutionary action
in the struggle against fascism had sorted out the communists,
in the first place, the heads of the groups. Thus, the common
struggle against the main enemy of the Albanian people and all
the peoples of the world became a real base for the unity
of the communists. Enver Hoxha’s working out of the funda-
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mental lines of the platform of the Anti-fascist National Libera-
tion War on which this unity would be based, greatly assisted
the cause of unity.

While the anti-fascist resistance of the Albanian people was
mounting from day to day, an important event radically altered
the international political situation. Hitlerite Germany treache-
rously attacked the Soviet Union on June 22, 1941. German
imperialism had decided to annihilate the first socialist state.

Led by the Communist Party headed by J.V. Stalin, the
Soviet people rose in a body to wage their Great Patriotic
War in defence of the freedom and independence of their
socialist homeland. This just war opened a new stage in
the Second World War, strengthened the liberation anti-fascist
character of the struggle of peoples against the fascist bloc
and laid the foundations for the unification of all the anti-
fascist forces of the world in a single front.

The exploited masses the world over were interested in
the victory of the Soviet Union. The peoples of the enslaved
countries rightly considered the Soviet Union the main gua-
rantee that the anti-fascist war would be carried through to
the end, to the liberation from fascist domination. Faced with
a dangerous enemy like Hitlerite Germany and under the
growing pressure of their peoples who demanded the forma-
tion of a powerful anti-fascist coalition, the governments
of the two biggest -capitalist countries — Britain and the
USA — formed an anti-fascist alliance with the Soviet Union
which became the main force in it.

The treacherous fascist assault on the Soviet people and
the outbreak of the Great Patriotic War had profound reper-
cussions in Albania. The Italian invaders, who had also declared
war on the Soviet Union, and the home reactionaries, intoxicated
by the initial successes of the nazis, launched a frenzied anti-
Soviet and anti-communist campaign, while the broad masses
of Albanian patriots were indignant at the Hitlerite aggres-
sion.

The love of the Albanian patriots for the Soviet Union
had its own historical reasons. In their age-long struggle against
foreign oppressors, the Albanian people almost always had been
alone, without allies. The capitalist states had either maintained
an openly hostile attitude toward them or had posed as
«friends» for the purpose of stabbing them in the back and
placing them wunder their control. Only the socialist Soviet
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Union had defended the rights of Albania and had raised its
voice against the injustices perpetrated against it. With the
entry of the Soviet Union into the war against fascism, the
Albanian people had, for the first time in their history, a
powerful and sincere friend and ally and, like all the other
oppressed peoples, a sure guarantee of the inevitable destruc-
tion of the fascist bloc. «Our struggle,» said Comrade
Enver Hoxha, «did not begin after the entry of the Soviet
Union into the war, but after the entry of the Soviet Union
into the war our people felt that the blood they shed would
not be shed in vainy*

In the new circumstances created by the formation of
the anti-fascist coalition of peoples with the Soviet Union, as
its vanguard, a major historical responsibility devolved upon
the Albanian communists, namely, to provide a political leader-
ship for the Albanian people as soon as possible by forming
a communist party, as the fundamental condition for organiz-
ing, directing and intensifying the anti-fascist national libera-
tion war. There was no other course, and in the concrete his-
torical conditions of the country, none but the communists
were capable of undertaking such a task. The sound interna-
tionalist communists of the groups were fully aware of this.
Regardless of the ideological differences existing among them,
the Albanian communists were united by the boundless af-
fection they all had for their Homeland, as well as by their
love for the Soviet Union. This became a very important factor
in their coming together and close collaboration with each
other, and served as the final impulse for the amalgamation
of groups into a single communist party. «..Now, more than
ever before, the rank-and-file —members especially became
aware of the great harm the sterile squabbles between the
groups had brought the communist movement and of the
pressing need to put an end to these conflicts in order to achieve
the necessary conditions for the unity of the movement in
Albanian.»**

The fight against fascism, which was to unite the com-

* Enver Hoxha, Speech at the session of the Presidium of
the General National Liberation Council, April 15, 1944, minutes of
the meeting. CPA.

** Resolution of the Meeting of the Communist Groups. Principal
Documents of the PLA, vol. 1, p. 18, Alb. ed.
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munists, assumed wider proportions. After the Hitlerite aggres-
sion against the USSR, the desire of the rank-and-file com-
munists to fight could not be opposed even by some leaders of
the Shkodra Communist Group who had expressed the view
that «the communists should fight when the Soviet Union
entered the Second World War» Now the main role in the
Shkodra Communist Group was played by Vasil Shanto and
Qemal Stafa, who had begun to collaborate with Enver Hoxha.
The line of the Anti-fascist National Liberation War had
become predominant in this group. The instructions issued
to the group members at the time contained such calls as:
«You who love your country, go among the masses, win
their sympathy, reach agreement with them and prepare them
for an armed national movement.»*

All these things made possible the conclusion, in August
1941, of the agreement between the Korca Communist Group
and the Shkodra Communist Group on their merging into a
single party, which would be preceded by the joint organiza-
tion and carrying out of a series of anti-fascist actions. Later
the Youth Group, too, joined this agreement, while the
«Zjarri»  Group did not respond to the call for collaboration.
Among the most important of the joint anti-fascist operations
of the groups was the big anti-fascist demonstration in Tirana
on October 28, 1941, the anniversary of the fascist operations
of the «March on Rome». Broad masses of the people of the
Capital took part in it. The main organizer of this demonstra-
tion was Enver Hoxha. The fascists retaliated fiercely. Hunted
by them, Enver Hoxha went underground. The fascist authori-
ties condemned him to death in absentia. The Tirana de-
monstration was the touchstone for the unity of the Albanian
communists. It showed the strength of this unity in the heat
of battle against fascism, as well as its great importance in
mobilizing the popular masses for the National Liberation
Movement.

The Tirana demonstration was followed by another big
demonstration in Kor¢a on November 8, 1941, also organized
by the communist groups to protest against the mass arrests
the fascists had made in the Capital. It resulted in a bloody
clash with the carabinieri and fascist police. In it Koci Bako,

* Instruction issued by the Shkodra Communist Group to its
members. CPA.
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a veteran member of the Kor¢a Communist Group, was
killed.

The political success of these demonstrations exerted a
great influence on public opinion in the country. They further
enhanced the name of the communists among the people.
Their success, on the other hand, greatly embarrassed the fascist
occupation authorities. They realized that they were dealing
with an opponent who was growing, becoming stronger and
ever more of a menace to them.

The struggle of the Albanian communists themselves at
last created all the conditions for founding their party. From
the ranks of the communist groups had emerged professional
revolutionary cadres, who had been able to rise above the
disputes among the groups, had resolutely embraced the line
of uncompromising war against the fascist invaders and local
traitors and had striven to unite the Albanian communist
movement on this basis. It was these cadres who, through
their tireless efforts, made the ideological and organizational
preparation for the formation of the Communist Party of Al-
bania.

The anti-fascist struggle waged by the communists of the
various, groups had shaken the very foundations of sectarian-
ism and the group spirit which had prevailed up to that
time. This common struggle became the decisive factor which
led to the agreement to organize a meeting of representatives
of all the main communist groups which would settle the
question of amalgamating these groups to found the Communist
Party of Albania.

5. THE FOUNDING OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY
OF ALBANIA

The Meeting of the Communist Groups to found the Party
was held in secrecy in Tirana from 8th to 14th November,
1941. It was attended by 15 persons. Among them were
Enver Hoxha, Qemal Stafa, Vasil Shanto, Pilo Peristeri and
others.

The main problem for which the meeting had been called
was solved in principle right at the startt On November 8§
the historic decision was taken to merge the groups and
found the Communist Party of Albania (CPA).
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The meeting heard the reports on the activity of each
group, pointed out the successes and shortcomings of the
communist movement in Albania and discussed the vital pro-
blems which faced the Party.

The majority of the representatives expressed their de-
termination to put an end to the divisions and build a single
Marxist-Leninist ~party with sound organizational and ideo-
logical unity and a militant political line.

Only Anastas Lula and Sadik Premte, the principal leaders
and representatives of the Youth Group, tried to obstruct
the attainment of this objective. They did not dare express
open opposition to the union of the communist groups, for a
union of this kind was persistently demanded by the rank-
and-file. But they advanced and defended the familiar Trotskyite
views of their group and of the other traitors to Marxism-
Leninism. They tried to prove especially the «lack of a pro-
letariaty, the «reactionary and conservative nature of the
peasantry», the «lack of trained cadres», the «danger to
which the cadres were exposed by open propaganda and
agitation against fascism», the «vain hope of relying on the
aid and support of the Soviet Union»! With these arguments
they aimed to create the belief that the formation of a single
communist party would be only a formal thing and that this
party would never succeed in becoming the leader of the
Albanian  people in  their  struggle for national libera-
tion.

A principled struggle led by Enver Hoxha, supported by
Qemal Stafa and others present at the meeting who stood
on Marxist-Leninist positions, was waged against these liquida-
tory theses. When they saw themselves overwhelmed, Anastas
Lula and Sadik Premte agreed in a formal way to submit to
the majority and pledged their word that they would abide by
the decisions of the meeting.

The Meeting of the Communist Groups defined the ideolo-
gical and organizational bases of the Party and worked out
the fundamental questions of its general line for the period
of the Anti-fascist National Liberation War.

A Central Committee (Provisional) composed of seven
members was elected to lead the Party. Enver Hoxha was
charged with heading it, though no secretary was appointed.

A stipulation approved was that none of the former prin-
cipal leaders (chairmen and deputy chairmen) of the groups
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would be elected to the Ileadership. This was not the result
of a simple agreement but an essential requirement by the
development of the communist and revolutionary movement.
Imbued with a pronounced group spirit, the group leaders
had long been a stumbling-block to the union of the Al-
banian communists into a single party and had shown them-
selves incapable of leading the communists and revolutionary
masses.

The Ideological and Orga-  The meeting denounced the
nizational Bases of the social-democratic views on the
Party party of the working class which

Llazar Fundo, in particular, had
tried to disseminate in Albania; it exposed the entirely Trot-
skyite line and activity of the «Zjarri» Group, which tried to
legalize itself as «the Albanian Communist Party», and took the
explicit decision that the Communist Party of Albania would
be organized and consolidated as a party of the new type. «The
party should not be a party of the old type, a party similar to
that of the Social-democrat Second International infested with
decay, inactivity, nepotism, factionalism and betrayal of the
interests of the working class. We want a party... capable of
leading the working class in struggle to victory...»*

The meeting denounced all the erroneous views alien to
the Marxist-Leninist ideology which had existed among the ranks
of the communist groups. The «theory of cadres», in parti-
cular, was stigmatized as defeatist and opportunist, for it isolat-
ed the communists from the masses, kept them as a sect
trailing behind the masses, and would finally lead to the an-
nihilation of the party.

Marxism-Leninism was adopted as the vanguard theory
which  would guide the party in working out its program
and in all its activity. In this connection the task was set: «We
must  strive  energetically to raise the cadres ideologically,
theoretically and  politically by teaching them the Marxist-
Leninist theory...»**

The Provisional Central Committee was charged with the
task of purging all the literature of the communist groups
of anti-Marxist, Trotskyite, anarchist materials and of organ-

* Resolution of the Meeting of the Communist Groups. Principal
Documents of the PLA, vol. 1, p. 23, Alb. ed.
** Ibidem, p. 24.
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izing the publication in Albanian, distribution and study of
the «History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
(bolshevik), Short Course» as well as of a number of works
by K.Marx, F.Engels, V.I. Lenin and J.V. Stalin.

Thus, right from the start, the Communist Party of Al-
bania placed great importance on the Marxist-Leninist theory
and the communist consciousness of its members as a force
which imparts life and vigour, opens up prospects and shows
the way to victory to the workers” movement and the libera-
tion movement of the oppressed and exploited masses.

The Meeting decided to put an end, once and for all,
to the rotten organizational structure of the communist groups,
their loose discipline, their spirit of factionalism and groupism,
and to set up a party on sound Marxist-Leninist organizational
foundations. Sound organization was considered as the main
means which would make the party invincible and ensure
the application of its political line.

The first task was the handing over to the Provisional
Central Committee of all the connections which the leaders
of the communist groups had with their members. Thenceforth,
the communists were obliged to apply only the organizational
norms defined by the Meeting and the Central Committee based
on the principle of democratic centralism which is the funda-
mental organizational principle of a Marxist-Leninist party.

Directives were issued for the replacement, as soon as
possible, of the old narrow cells of two or three persons
with new cells. These would include the former members of
the groups after they had been sorted out. Persons who had
shown pronounced trends of sectarianism, opportunism and
groupism would not be admitted. Besides the cells, regional
party committees would be set up. Strong links would be
maintained between the committees and cells. The Meeting
required the cells to display the maximum initiative, link
themselves closely with the broad masses of town and country-
side, and that the committees assist them and supervise their
activities continuously.

At the same time it was deemed necessary to increase
the ranks of the Party with new members, with resolute
fighters, workers and poor peasants, discarding hesitation and
sectarianism in admitting them to membership.

For admission to membership in the Party the Meeting
adopted V.I. Lenin’s familiar formula which it put in these
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terms: «To be a member of the party one must accept the
program of the party, take part in a party organization (cell)
and pay his dues.»*

Special attention was attached to the unity and discipline
of the Party. «Without steel-like party discipline and unity, our
Party, which has a great number of enemies, will not be able
to lead the struggle with success.»**

To ensure sound unity and strict discipline the communists
were called upon to keep their eyes open and not permit the
infiltration into the party ranks of careerist, trouble-making
elements of a pronounced petty-bourgeois spirit who do not
accept discipline and who create favourable ground for anti-
party activity. At the same time, the party organizations were
charged with the task of expelling from their ranks without
hesitation =~ anyone  manifesting  anti-Marxist,  opportunist  and
liquidatory trends. It was stressed that nepotism, groupism,
factionalism and lack of discipline had no place in the Party.

A basic problem which the Meeting took up for discussion
and placed on the order of the day was that of linking the
Party with the masses. It was insisted that the malady of
groupism should be wiped out without fail.

The Meeting advised the Albanian communists never
to forget J.V. Stalin’s words: «If they do not detach themselves
from the people, from the mother who has given them birth,
the communists will be invincible.»***

In order to link themselves with the broad masses of
town and countryside, with the youth and the women, in order
to persuade them of the correctness of the Party’s political
line, the Meeting pointed out this road to the communists:
Intensive militant propaganda and agitation should be carried
out among all strata of the people; political and fighting
actions should be carried out as vigorously as possible; the
work of political enlightenment and political and fighting ac-
tivity should be accompanied with the organization of the
masses by the Party.

In order to ensure sound links with the masses, the Meeting
called for a change in the work with the youth and women,

* Resolution of the Meeting of the Communist Groups. Principal
Documents of the PLA, vol. 1, p. 24, Alb. ed.
** Ibidem, p.25.
*** Ibidem, p.23.
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for an end to sluggishness, sectarianism and other blunders
the groups had committeed in this work. The Provisional
Central Committee was charged with the task of setting up
without delay the organization of the Communist Youth through
which all the Albanian youth would be mobilized for the
anti-fascist struggle. While among women, the task was to do
careful work, to see that women workers were enrolled in the
Party and that the female mass of the population were
mobilized for the liberation struggle.

The Meeting attached special attention also to the defence
of the Party from the attacks of the enemies who would do
their utmost to destroy it. The Italian fascist invaders and
their  Albanian lackeys would aim their main blow against
the Communist Party of Albania more fiercely than they had
done against the groups. In this they were assisted by the
Trotskyites of the «Zjarri» Group, by all the renegades from
communism. Therefore, the Meeting laid down the duty that
the party members must display high vigilance, observe party
secrecy at all costs, that the Party must operate under tight
security and learn to work in the conditions of total illegality.
In this connection the Meeting sharply condemned the views
of certain opportunists and traitors in the groups who held
that, under torture by the police or carabinieri, a communist
might confess without necessarily committing betrayal. These
were stigmatized as views alien to the party of the proletariat,
which had to be eliminated mercilessly.

While demanding that the communists maintain  strict
secrecy, the Meeting, at the same time, pointed out that this
question must be understood correctly and must not be made
an excuse for restricting their activity with the masses. «Secrecy
is to safeguard the organization from the enemy, not to hide
behind a screen and shut ourselves up in our own shell.»*

The Political Line for the The political line of the Party
National Liberation War was embodied in the political

tasks which the Meeting of the
Communist Groups worked out. The strategic aim of the
Party for the historical period which the country was passing
through was expressed in these terms: «To fight for the national

* Resolution of the Meeting of the Communist Groups. Principal
Documents of the PLA, vol. 1, p. 25, Alb. ed.
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independence of the Albanian people and for a people’s de-
mocratic government in an Albania free from fascism.»*

This strategic objective was determined on the basis of
the  fundamental antagonistic  contradiction  existing at the
time in Albania, which demanded an wurgent solution in order
to clear the way for national, social, economic and cultural
development, namely the contradiction between the people
and the fascist invaders. Another contradiction, that between
the masses of the people and the exploiting classes also existed,
but at that time it was of second importance. In the
concrete conditions, this contradiction could not be solved apart
from the primary antagonistic contradiction, because the land-
lords, Dbajraktars and reactionary bourgeoisie  constituted the
social support of the invaders in our country. The interests
of the principal exploiting classes of the country were closely
linked with those of the fascist invaders. Therefore, the
attainment of the strategic objective of the Party could not
but affect the interests of these classes which were tools of
the foreign enslavers.

The Italian fascists were all-powerful rulers in Albania and,
as a consequence, they were also the principal enemies of the
Albanian people at the time, while all those who had sided
with the invaders and placed themselves in the service of the
occupiers to oppress the Albanian people were stigmatized as
traitors, as tools of fascism, and war was declared against
them, the same as against the invaders.

The principal forces and those most interested in attaining
this strategic objective were the workers and peasants who
bore the main brunt of the fascist oppression. Therefore, the
Party set as one of its most important tasks «the formation of
military units and their extension among the masses of workers
in town and countryside.»**

The non-worker patriotic strata were also interested in
achieving national independence. Therefore, the Party could not
neglect these strata, and it set the task of carrying on ceaseless
work in order to mobilize them in the National Liberation
Movement  «..Unite with all the nationalists' who really

* Resolution of the Meeting of the Communist Groups. Principal
Documents of the PLA, p. 26, Alb. ed. (Underlined by the editor).

** Ibidem.

1 Nationalist was the usual term for the patriots who loved
their country and wanted its liberation from the foreign yoke. But
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want a free Albania, with all the honest Albanians who want
to fight fascism.»*

With this the idea of the National Liberation Front was
launched, an idea which would be worked out in greater detail
in a more definite and concrete form in the course of the war.

Anticipating that the fascist invaders and local reaction
would resort to all means to prevent the militant unity of the
Albanian people, the Meeting of the Communist Groups called
for the exposure and defeat of all the manoeuvres of the
Italian fascists and of the quisling government to disrupt the
national liberation front of the Albanian people.

When the Communist Party of Albania was founded, there
was no anti-fascist political party which could represent the
interests of the bourgeoisie, or of any other class or stratum
of the population. Nevertheless, in principle, the Meeting was
in favour of the Communist Party’s collaboration with other
anti-fascist political parties in matters pertaining to the or-
ganization of the war against the invaders, if such parties were
formed.

For the liberation of the country and the establishment
of people’s democracy in Albania, the Meeting of the Communist
Groups reached the conclusion that the only real and sure
path to follow wunder the existing -circumstances was that of
an armed uprising against fascism. It decided: «... to prepare
the people politically and militarily to engage in a general
armed uprising, embracing all the patriotic and anti-fascist
forces in the struggle.»**

While choosing the general armed wuprising as the prin-
cipal form, the Party did not neglect the other forms of
struggle like strikes, anti-fascist demonstrations, sabotage, oral
and written exposure of the enemies, and so on. But the
objective of all these activities was to prepare the people for
a general armed uprising.

the pseudo-patriots from the ranks of landlords, chieftains and the
reactionary bourgeoisie also called themselves nationalists. In order
to draw a line between the reactionary and traitorous elements and
the real patriots, the latter were referred to as «honest nationalists»
or «patriotic nationalistsy.

* Resolution of the Meeting of the Communist Groups. Principal
Documents of the PLA, vol. 1, p. 14, Alb. ed. (Underlined by the
editor).

** Ibidem, p. 26.
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The organization of the armed struggle required, of course,
the organization of armed forces, of the National Liberation
Army. The Meeting stressed that without setting up a real
people’s army capable of dealing ceaseless blows at the enemies,
of smashing their military and political apparatus, there could
be no question of an armed uprising, no question of liberating
the country, of winning national independence or of establishing
a people’s democratic government.

In the circumstances of the occupation of Albania and the
Second World War, it was impossible for the armed uprising
to break out immediately, for a people’s revolutionary army
to be created all at once. The development of the armed
uprising and the «creation of the National Liberation Army
would be a whole process. This idea was clearly reflected in
one of the political tasks defined by the Meeting for the
organization of the partisan movement, the setting up of
guerilla units and ¢eta as the framework of the future people’s
army and as a real basis for the preparation of the general
uprising.

In line with its strategic objective and the conditions
created in the international situation as a result of the entry
of the Soviet Union into the Second World War, the Commun-
ist Party of Albania also defined the external allies of the
Albanian people and its stand toward these allies.

On an international scale, the Albanian National Liberation
War was an integral part of the anti-fascist world war.
Through their war, the Albanian people had to place them-
selves in the ranks of the most active participants of the
great anti-fascist coalition.

In this connection, the Meeting of the Communist Groups
described the Soviet Union, Great Britain, the United States
of America and all the enslaved peoples who fought against
the common enemy — the German, Italian and Japanese fasc-
ists — as the allies of the Albanian people in their National
Liberation War. It set the task of linking the Albanian National
Liberation War with the great anti-fascist world war.

The Party made a very correct assessment of the alliance
of the Soviet Union with Great Britain and the USA as a
military  alliance dictated by the circumstances in order to
save the world from the menace of fascist enslavement. At
the same time, it made different assessments of these allies
and maintained a differentiated stand towards them. The Pro-

72



visional Central Committee of the CPA issued a call to the
Albanian  people: «We must link our National Liberation
War closely with the heroic war of the peoples of the Soviet
Union which is in the forefront of the liberation war against
fascism.»* The CPA regarded the Soviet Union as the loyal
and sincere ally of the Albanian people, which would also
help them to establish and consolidate the people’s state power
in Albania, whereas Great Britain and the USA were only
temporary allies in the war against the fascist states.

The Meeting of the Communist Groups called to found
the Party set the task of «developing love for the Soviet
Union» by popularizing its vanguard role in the fight against
fascism and, at the same time, its major achievements in
the construction of socialism.

It issued instructions also «to promote love and close
militant  collaboration between the Albanian people and the
Balkan peoples, particularly the Serb, Greek, Montenegrine
and Macedonian peoples»™* who had risen in the anti-fascist
liberation struggle.

Finally, the Meeting expressed its confidence that the
newly set up Communist Party would soon put an end to
the unhealthy situation in the communist movement in Al-
bania, would place itself in the forefront of the struggle and
become capable of accomplishing its great historic tasks as
leader of the Albanian people for their national liberation
and social emancipation.

The historic significance of the Meeting of the Commun-
ist Groups lies in the fact that it founded the Communist
Party of Albania as a revolutionary Marxist-Leninist party
of the working class.

It armed the Party with a clear political program that
responded to the demands and aspirations of the broad masses
of the people, the Homeland and socialism. This program was
far from complete and the tasks had not been worked out in
detail, for such a thing required a much wider experience
of the revolutionary work and struggle of the Party and the

* The first call of the CC of the CPA, November 1941, Principal
Documents of the PLA, vol. 1, p. 31, Alb. ed.

** The Resolution of the Meeting of the Communist Groups. Prin-
cipal Documents of the PLA, vol.1, p. 27, Alb. ed.
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masses. But this program was built on Marxist-Leninist scien-
tific foundations.

The results of the Meeting mark the triumph of Marx-
ism-Leninism over Trotskyism and opportunism in the workers’
and communist movement in Albania.

While being primarily the representative of the interests
of the working class, at the same time the Communist Party
of Albania assumed the responsibility of defending the interests
of all the toiling masses of the enslaved people of Albania.
Therefore, the founding of the Party was a major victory of
the Albanian people.

For all these reasons, the Meeting of the Communist
Groups had the significance of a constituent congress.
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CHAPTER II

THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF ALBANIA — ORGANIZER
AND LEADER OF THE WAR FOR THE LIBERATION OF
THE COUNTRY AND FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
THE PEOPLE’S POWER

(1941-1944)

1. THE ORGANIZATION OF THE PARTY. ATTEMPTS TO
UNITE AND MOBILIZE THE MASSES IN THE ANTI-
FASCIST NATIONAL LIBERATION WAR

The Party had to cope with very great difficulties and
obstacles in order to accomplish its historic tasks.

From the communist groups, from which it had originated,
the Party inherited very weak connections with the masses.

Savage terror reigned throughout the country. The Italian
armed forces stationed in Albania to maintain the occupation
regime reached nearly 100,000 men. In December 1941, the
«strong man» Mustafa Kruja, a long-standing lackey and agent
of fascism, was placed at the head of the quisling government
in order to crush the communist organizations and to subjugate
the Albanian people. The work of the Party was impeded by
the fifth column and the «Zjarri» chiefs who had placed them-
selves in the service of the occupiers, as well as by other
enemies. In these circumstances, all party activity had to be
carried out by clandestine methods.

To prosecute the armed struggle, the Party needed weapons,
financial means and military cadres.

As a newly set up Party, it had insufficient experience
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of political leadership, its members lacking a thorough and
extensive theoretical preparation.

However, all these obstacles and difficulties, of which
the Central Committee and all the Albanian communists
were fully aware, did not prevent the Party from pushing
ahead courageously. It did not make the mistake of waiting
to prepare the cadres, to find arms and money, to accumulate
experience, to strengthen itself theoretically, and then begin
the work and the war. All these things had to be acquired
in the course of fighting, by relying on the revolutionary
situation created within the country, on the lofty patriotism
of the people, on the loyalty of the Albanian communists to
Marxism-Leninism and the cause of communism in general.
Confidence in the victory of the world anti-fascist forces
and, in the first place, in the victory of the Soviet Union
over fascism, further strengthened the Party’s conviction that
it would succeed in carrying out its tasks.

First Organizational Mea- The most pressing task was to
sures organize the Party. All the mem-

bers of the Central Committee
were dispatched to various districts in order to set up new
party cells, to organize party conferences, and to form regional
party committees. Some 200 communists selected from the
members of the former communist groups were admitted
to membership of the cells. Eight regional party committees
were set up. The majority of them emerged from party con-
ferences. In the cells and at the conferences, the communists
vigorously supported the fusion of groups and the welding of
them into a single Albanian communist party, which they
had long demanded. They approved the political line the
Party laid down at the Meeting of the Communist Groups,
and expressed their determination to fight wunreservedly under
the guidance of the Provisional Central Committee.

Almost all the first cells were organized in the towns.
The first members of the Party were mainly workers, artisans
and intellectuals. Attached to each party cell there were set
up educational groups of militants loyal to the cause of the
people and communism who, it was thought, might eventually
become party members. Groups of sympathizers also were
organized.

The organization of the Party was almost completed in
January 1942.
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Within this period, the Provisional Central Committee also
took measures for the creation of the Albanian Communist
Youth Organization which was founded on November 23, 1941,
by young militant communists attached to communist groups.
Qemal Stafa, Member of the Central Committee of the Party,
was chosen as Political Secretary of the Communist Youth
Organization. Under the direct supervision of the Central Com-
mittee and Comrade Enver Hoxha personally, the Communist
Youth  Organization was built on  Marxist-Leninist founda-
tions. It was assigned the task of becoming the most faithful
and most powerful assistant of the CPA for the education of
the broad masses of the Albanian youth in the spirit of
patriotism and with communist ideas, for the mobilization of
these masses in the anti-fascist liberation war. The Albanian
youth were an inexhaustible source of revolutionary energy.
The Party regarded them as the greatest source of the most
active anti-fascist revolutionary forces. Replying to the greeting
addressed by the Communist Youth Organization, on the
occasion of its founding, to the Central Committee of the
CPA, Comrade Enver Hoxha wrote: «The Party cherishes the
greatest hopes that the Albanian communist youth will be
worthy of the trust our young Party has placed in them and
that they will know how to carry out the lofty task they have
been assigned in a revolutionary manner..., in steel-like unity
of mind and of heart with the Party, to organize and to lead
the enslaved Albanian youth in a revolutionary manner toward
their bright future, toward their liberation from the mediaeval
chains of fascist bondage, and toward a new life of progress,
culture and joy.»*

To raise the ideological level of the party members and
of the young communists, the study of the History of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union (bolshevik), and the
fundamental  problems of  Marxism-Leninism  was  organized
in party cells, in the educational groups, the sympathizers’
groups and among activists of the Communist Youth.

The Foremost Task: Link- Along with laying and streng-
ing Up with the Masses thening  its  organizational and

ideological foundations, the Com-
munist Party of Albania set to work to link itself with the

* Principal Documents of the PLA, vol. 1, p. 33, Alb. ed.
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masses and to convince them of the correctness of its political
line. It gave this task prime importance, as the key to solving
the problem of wuniting and mobilizing the people in the
struggle.

Immediately after the founding of the Party, the Provi-
sional Central Committee addressed an appeal to the entire
Albanian people, which echoed like a clarion call: «.We call
on all honest Albanians who truly hold Albania dear, to unite
all our forces and place them at the service of the war for
national liberation. Open war is the only stand to take toward
the invader. Let every son of this land be a soldier in the
National Liberation War. To vanquish the enemy, our struggle
must be organized, united and powerful...

«Every one wunite in the war FOR NATIONAL LIBERA-
TION AGAINST THE FASCIST INVADER!»*

The CPA devoted great attention to propaganda and
agitation by the press and by word of mouth. The Central
Committee issued repeated calls and distributed leaflets ad-
dressed to the entire Albanian people or, separately, to peasants,
soldiers, women and to the youth. Appeals and leaflets were
issued by the regional party committees as well. From the early
part of 1942, they also issued communiques and periodical bul-
letins on the events of the anti-fascist war at home and abroad.

Never before had any political group or organization in
Albania carried out such widespread and militant propaganda
and agitation with such sound ideological content, so clear
and down-to-earth as the propaganda and agitation the Com-
munist Party of Albania began to carry out with the masses of
workers, peasants, intellectuals, youth, women and soldiers.
Through this untiring work, the Party made its general line
clear, explained the international and internal situation, exposed
fascism, the Italian invaders, the Hitlerite aggressors and the
traitors to the Albanian people.

Of all the forms of agitation and propaganda, agitation by
word of mouth — discussions with people, separately or in small
groups, discussions at gatherings of workers, peasants and the
youth, was the most important. This form of agitation yielded
most satisfactory results. The communists went wherever the
masses gathered. In order to come in contact with the people,

* The first call of the CC of the CPA. Principal Documents of
the PLA, vol. 1, pp. 31-32, Alb. ed.
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they made wuse of every means and method available. They
made extensive use of all old and new acquaintances, national
and popular festivities, weddings, market-days, family ties,
and so on.

Basing itself on the general line of the Party, the Pro-
visional Central Committee elaborated its principal slogans to
be disseminated through its publications, in anti-fascist de-
monstrations, and by means of oral agitation. The slogans
responded to the demands and aspirations of the masses, and
were comprehensible and acceptable to the people. The slogan
«Death to fascism! Freedom to the people!» became the basic
motto of the National Liberation War.

As a result of the propaganda work of the Party, the need
to unite in an organized war against the invaders became more
clear. This aroused revolutionary enthusiasm, especially among
the masses of the youth. Young communists succeeded in
breaking up the youth sports and cultural associations created
by the Italian fascists and replacing them with new organiza-
tions under the direct leadership of the Communist Youth.

Propaganda and militant agitation were a very sound
weapon to win over the masses, but that was not enough.
The CPA had drawn valuable lessons from the shortcomings in
the work of the communist groups, realizing from the start
that the masses could wunderstand and master what the Party
told them only if words were backed up by many facts, many
concrete actions responding directly to their demands, interests
and aspirations.

At first, a section of the population, especially in the
countryside, did not understand the objectives and the political
activity of the communists, because the Party had not yet
become well known, and because they had prejudices inculcated
by bourgeois propaganda against communism and communists.

The Central Committee instructed the regional party com-
mittees to organize and carry out more and more political and
militant  actions, such as anti-fascist demonstrations, strikes,
acts of sabotage, armed operations, and so on, as the most im-
portant means of strengthening the Party and linking it with
the masses. The communists were required to become examples
of wvalour, determination and loyalty to the people and the
Homeland.

In December 1941 and at the beginning of the year 1942,
guerilla units set up in almost all the cities carried out opera-
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tions under the direct guidance of regional party committees.
The first guerilla units comprised communists, communist youth
and sympathizers. They were small armed groups of from
5 to 10 persons. The members of the units in general were
not illegals.

At the beginning of the year 1942, the guerilla units in
Tirana, Kor¢a, Vlora, Shkodra, Gjirokastra and other cities
killed dozens of Italian fascist officers and high officials, Al-
banian spies and traitors. They attacked and blew up arms
depots and other enemy military objects. Anti-fascist demon-
strations took place under the guidance of regional party com-
mittees in Shkodra, Tirana, Durrés, Elbasan, Vlora and in other
localities. The first to fall in clashes with the enemy were
party members.

The purpose of the militant actions of guerilla units was
not only to inflict losses on the enemy, but, first and foremost,
to bring political advantages to the National Liberation Move-
ment and raise the political consciousness of the masses.

The armed actions and anti-fascist demonstrations aroused
admiration for the communists among the broad masses of
the people and rapidly raised the authority of the CPA. The
exceptional valour and maturity displayed by the communists
in their struggle against fascism rallied the masses closer and
closer around the Party and induced the people to believe its
words.

Early in 1942, the Central Committee issued instructions
that steps should be taken for the organization of partisan
cetas as soon as the necessary conditions, especially the bases
of the movement in the villages, had been established. The par-
tisan ¢etas would be able to carry out more powerful actions
and on a broader scale than the guerilla units.

The Party accompanied its propaganda and militant agita-
tion, its political and military actions with its work for the
organization of the people. It did not begin its work with the
creation of mass organizations, because the masses had to be
politically — prepared beforehand for such  organization. The
initial forms used for the organization of the people were the
individual connections of the party members, the young com-
munists and the sympathizers with workers, peasants, craftsmen,
intellectuals, women, secondary school students, as well as the
sports and cultural circles of the youth, women’s homecraft
courses and educational gatherings. Through these forms the
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participation of the masses in underground gatherings and
conferences was secured, the political issues were explained
to them and they were persuaded to take part actively in the
anti-fascist movement.

In February 1942 the Central Committee of the Party issued
the first directive about establishing national liberation councils
as a means to organize and mobilize the people for the anti-fascist
war and, at the same time, as the «nuclei of our future govern-
ment.»* The councils were to serve as very important links
between the Party and the broad masses of the people and
of the unity of the people in the National Liberation Front.

Of particular importance in linking the CPA with the people
was its correct attitude toward the patriotic nationalists. Some
of them had influence over various strata of the population, in
the countryside especially. By collaborating with the patriotic
nationalists, it would be possible to draw into the war the mas-
ses of the people under their influence. The Central Com-
mittee and the regional party committees displayed great care,
patience and tact in dealing with the nationalists.

While aiming at unity and sincere collaboration with the
nationalists, the CPA had always to take into account the
indecisiveness and vacillation of some of them, their inconsistent
support for a revolutionary war and the democratization of
the country, and the obvious tendencies of some of them to
compromise with the occupiers. The Party undertook the task
of paralyzing the instability and neutralizing the influence of
those nationalists who, for one reason or another, did not agree
to take part in the Anti-fascist National Liberation War but
who did not collaborate with the fascist aggressors, -either.

The collection of material aid was treated as part of the
work with the masses. No one other than the people could
help the Party and the National Liberation War cope with
their financial and material needs. Any voluntary aid in cash
or in material, no matter how small, given by the workers,
craftsmen, peasants, small or medium tradesmen, teachers or
any other patriot to the Party was at the same time an approval
of its line, a bridge linking the Party with the masses. The
campaigns carried out by the party organizations to collect
aid for the Party and the National Liberation War served
as a means to do an extensive work of political enlightenment

* Principal Documents of the PLA, vol. 1, p. 45, Alb. ed.
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among the people. One such campaign, for instance, was
organized in January 1942, throughout Albania under the name:
«The Communist Party Week.»

The popularizing of the Communist Party, the growth
of its authority among the masses, the daring actions of the
guerilla units and the anti-fascist demonstrations aroused alarm
among the fascist invaders and traitors. The occupation autho-
rities and the quisling government hastily took a series of
emergency measures aimed at annihilating the Communist
Party. Martial law was enforced and special orders were
issued to carry out «a firm policy against subversive elements.»

On the other hand, the Italian enslavers resorted to new
manoeuvres in order to deceive the Albanian people, particularly
the nationalists and the youth. The fascist propaganda depicted
the National Liberation Movement as merely a «communist»
and  «anti-national ~movement». Mustafa Kruja attempted to
convince public opinion that fascist Italy was the architect of
«Greater Albania» and the protector of the national indepen-
dence of the Albanian people! Mussolini sent instructions to
the Italian viceroy in Tirana «to give the Albanians more
autonomy.» The invaders decided to remove the fascist symbol
and the crown of Savoy from the Albanian flag, as they con-
sidered these symbols to be «the cause of the resentment
and revolt of Albanian patriots.» The word «Nationaly was
added to the title of the «Albanian Fascist Party.»

But fascist terror and demagogy were powerless to stop
the growth of the National Liberation Movement and of the
authority of the Communist Party of Albania.

Appreciable successes were achieved as early as the first
months of the Party’s existence. Nevertheless, these successes
could not be considered as satisfactory. The work of the com-
munists was affected by sectarianism, a malady inherited from
the past. Little had been done for the organization of workers,
but the greatest weakness lay in the work with the peasants.
Out-of-date mental attitudes by the former communist groups,
according to which the peasantry was outside the sphere of
communist work, greatly hindered a proper understanding of
the decisive importance of linking the peasantry with the Party
and of ensuring its active participation in the National Libera-
tion War. There were a number of party members to whom
it seemed difficult to go to the countryside and waited for
the peasants te come to the city to work with them.
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The Central Committee saw that the party activity was
being hampered not only by hangovers from earlier work of the
communist groups, but also by the spirit of groupism which
was still accentuated, as well as by the factional anti-Party
activities of the Trotskyites Lula, Premte and a number
of their like, all of them former members of the Youth Group.

There were signs that a dangerous anti-Marxist liquida-
tionist trend was crystallizing within the Party.

The spirit of groupism and the hostile activity of the
Trotskyites within and outside the Party were a great obstacle
to the expansion and the strengthening of the links with the
broad masses of the people, to their unity and their joining
the antifascist war.

The Conference of the For the purpose of surmounting
Activists of the CPA this obstacle and imparting a new

impulse to the work of the Party,
the Provisional Central Committee called the First Conference
of the Activists of the CPA.

The Conference, which was presided by Comrade Enver Hoxha,
was opened in Tirana on April 12, 1942. The members
of the Central Committee, the political and organizational se-
cretaries of the regional committees, members of the CC of
the Communist Youth, and a number of other cadres took
part in it. All the questions discussed were centred on the
problem of linking the Party more closely with the masses, on
their organization and mobilization in the National Liberation
War.

Pointing out the successes achieved in the political work
of the Party, the First Conference of the Activists of the CPA
remarked that in Albania «the idea of a general wuprising is
going through a process of formation and of consolidation, and
the people are beginning to realize that their liberation should
and can be won only through their own -efforts.»*

These successes, however, were regarded as only the first
steps. The Party could have created more widespread and
stronger connections with the masses, had it not been affected
by the spirit of groupism, had its discipline not been violated
and erroneous theories spread by unhealthy, factionist ele-
ments.

The Conference considered the weakness of the connections

* Principal Documents of the PLA, vol. 1, p. 58, Alb. ed.
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of the party organizations with the masses of workers impermis-
sible. «How can our Party be strong without workers,» it
remarked, «when the workers should be its basis?»*

In regard to this, the communists were set the task of
doing tireless work of political enlightenment and organization
with the workers, to rally them more and more closely around
the Party and to prepare leading cadres for the National
Liberation War from among them.

The activists devoted special attention to the work to win
the masses of peasants and to mobilize them in struggle. As a
condition for surmounting the difficulties which were encoun-
tered in this field, the communists were urged to fight their
old outlooks and defeatist views about the peasantry, to get
well based in the countryside, to become acquainted with the
life of the peasants, to know what their troubles and problems
were and how to solve them.

The Conference instructed the party organizations to wipe
out any trace of the old methods in their work with the
youth and women, to improve and intensify their activity
in these sectors. The youth and women should become a po-
werful support of the Party.

The Party activists assessed as correct the practice pursued
by the Central Committee in giving priority to the political
and military activities. «Without action there is no communist
party... What raises and strengthens our Party is action and
the struggle. We cannot link ourselves with the people if we
do not prove to them that we are capable of leading them.»**

The most pressing need for the broadening of the armed
struggle was considered to be the increasing and strengthening
of guerilla units and the creation of partisan g¢etas.

At this Conference the concept of uniting the masses of
the people in a national liberation front and creating national
liberation councils took a more concrete form.

The Conference assessed the close connections with the mas-
ses as the best index of the strength and capability of a
Marxist-Leninist party, of the correctness of its policy, and as
an essential condition for the defence of the Party from enemy
attacks.

At the centre of the activity of the Party, the activists

* Principal Documents of the PLA, vol. 1, p. 62, Alb. ed.
** Jbidem, p. 63.
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placed the struggle against the attempts of the fascists to lure
the Albanian people into a trap disguised with slogans of
nationalism and autonomy in order to incite them to fratricidal
war and antagonism with their neighbours.

The Conference pointed out that the main internal problem
of the Party was to eliminate the group spirit and factional
activity within its ranks. It advised Lula and Premte to
sever all their former connections, to abandon their crooked
course, warning them  that severe measures would be
taken in case they did not do so. The party activists called
for a purge of the Party, mercilessly expelling all incorrigible
elements, but, at the same time, exerting every effort to put
the unsteady elements on the right road.

As to admitting new members to the Party, mainly from
the ranks of the workers and poor peasants, instructions were
given to the effect that their low level of theoretical and political
knowledge should not bar them from becoming members of
the Party. These resolute people would be further developed
and educated as fiery militants for the cause of the people
and communism within the ranks of the Party.

While calling on the communists to fight with all their
might to eliminate the Trotskyite trend within the Party, the
Conference instructed them not to neglect the struggle against
the renegades outside the Party, particularly against the Trots-
kyite «Zjarri»  Group. They should likewise be vigilant and
frustrate all the attempts of the Italian fascists and the internal
reactionaries to infiltrate agents provocateurs into the ranks of
the Communist Party.

2. THE SMASHING OF THE FACTIONALIST
LIQUIDATIONIST TREND AND THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF UNITY IN THE PARTY

After the Conference of the Activists of the Party, Lula
and Premte, far from renouncing their disruptive activity
against the Party, intensified it further. The promise they
had made at the Meeting of the Communist Groups for the
founding of the Party, that they would submit to the will
of the majority and to the directives of the Central Committee,
was only a pretence. Taking advantage of the great difficulties
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the young Communist Party had to cope with, they sabotaged
the organizational consolidation of the Party and the imple-
mentation of its political tasks in every way. They continued
to maintain their old connections with most of the former
members of the Youth Group. Infringing the rules and norms
set by the Party, they held «organizational» and «educational»
meetings with them and gave them directives contrary to those
of the Central Committee. They did not turn over to the Party
all the theoretical and propaganda material, or the equipment
and finances of their group.

The factionalists continued their active struggle against the
general line of the Party, sabotaging the practical activity of
the Central Committee, the regional committees and the party
cells in every way.

They had set the faction members the task of wusing their
alleged «greater capability» and «superior theoretical prepara-
tion» to capture leading positions! From these positions they
were to strive to seize the reins of the Central Committee.

To attain their objective, the factionalists aimed their main
blows at the party leaders in the centre and in the districts,
accusing them of being incapable persons without schooling,
who knew only how to give orders but not how to lead!
They screamed about the «injustice» that had been done to
the Youth Group, which allegedly was not adequately represent-
ed in the Central Committee, nor in the district committees
of the Party, and demanded that this situation should be
changed.

Lula and Premte  with  their  associates  deliberately
incited discontent among ambitious, conceited and careerist mem-
bers of the former communist groups, and tried to win them
over to their side. They urged them to demand an accounting
for why they had not been assigned responsibilities in the
Party, compatible with their merits and ability!

The factionalist group carried out its hostile activity
throughout the country, but it was in Tirana more than any-
where else that it was most active.

There was not the least doubt that an anti-Party factional
trend, with its own organizational connections and political
platform, had been created within the Party. The political
platform of the factionalists consisted of discredited liquidatory
theses according to which the armed struggle and cooperation
with the nationalists and peasants were impossible, the anti-
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fascist alliance and, particularly, the liberating role of the
Soviet Union in the war, were not to be relied upon, etc.

The situation was really disquieting. The newly founded
Communist Party of Albania, facing the blows dealt by the
Italian fascists and the Trotskyites of the «Zjarri» Group from
outside, and by the liquidationist faction from inside, was in
danger of being destroyed. There were even signs that some
agents provocateurs of fascism were operating in the ranks
of the Party. As a result of this activity, the police had
managed to capture and imprison a number of communists and
non-party patriots. Through the activity of their agents, the
enemy tracked down the underground base where Qemal Stafa,
Political Secretary of the Central Committee of the Communist
Youth, was staying. Encircled by the militia and carabinieri,
Qemal Stafa died, fighting heroically on May 5, 1942 in Tirana.
The fascists also succeeded in detecting and seizing the printing
machinery and the archives of the Central Committee and the
Tirana Regional Committee.

Complete unity in the Party was lacking. Without a sound
ideological and organizational unity, without steel-like discipline
equally obligatory on all its members, the Party would be unable
to win the masses over and lead them, and as a consequence
there could be no unity of the people around the Party, and
no victory over the enemy. Without unity, the Party either
would be turned into a Trotskyite or social-democratic party
or would be destroyed.

The Extraordinary Confe- To eliminate the great danger
rence of the Party menacing the Party, the Central

Committee convoked an extraor-
dinary conference, which was held on June 28 and 29, 1942 in
Tirana. It was attended by members of the Central Com-
mittee of the Party, members of the Central Committee of
the Communist Youth, members of the Regional Committee
and some other communists of Tirana. Lula and Premte were
also invited to attend. Comrade Enver Hoxha presided the Con-
ference.

The Extraordinary Conference dealt with only one ques-
tion: the elimination of the factional liquidationist trend and
the establishment of unity in the Party.

The many efforts of the Party to put the factionalists on
the right road had not yielded any result, because of their
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stubborn refusal to give up their sabotage and liquidationist
activity. Now «the cup was full to overflowing», remarked the
Conference.

Groupism and lack of wunity could not be tolerated any
longer in the Party, particularly at the crucial historic moments
the country was going through, when the National Liberation
Movement was mounting rapidly toward a general uprising,
and when the unity of the Albanian people around the Party
was obviously more essential than ever.

The Conference instructed: «In order to be able to cope
with the heavy and difficult tasks lying before us, we absolutely
must achieve unity of opinions and views in both political work
and in the organization itself (unity should exist in all parties
of the Lenin-Stalin type, hence our Party, too, must be based
on these foundations, because unity is indispensable, it is
the main condition for the Party to function well).»*

To ensure unity and strengthen the Party, it was decided
to purge it of all the incorrigible factionalists by expelling them
immediately. The Conference called on the party organizations
to be ruthless against all those who had tried to destroy the
Party.

After weighing the crimes of Lula and Premte and
their closest accomplices, the Central Committee decided, in
line with the assessments and proposals made at the Conference,
to expel them from the Party for an indefinite period. Some
other factionalists were suspended for three months.

In a special circular letter, the Central Committee informed
the entire Party of the proceedings of the Extraordinary Con-
ference and of the measures taken against the principal leaders
of the factional liquidationist trend. At the same time, it
gave instructions that measures should be taken to expel all
factionalists operating in the districts.

The factionalists excluded from the Party, the Central
Committee recommended, should not be entirely rejected but
should be helped to realize their mistakes. Every effort should
be made to bring back to the party ranks those who corrected
themselves. At the same time the sternest measures were to
be taken against those continuing their hostile activity.

Finally, the Central Committee, urged that this purge

* Circular of the CC of the CPA. Principal Documents of the PLA,
vol. 1, p. 85, Alb. ed.
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should be correctly understood as an operation to rid the
Party of the factionalist liquidators to establish unity in the
Party, and not as an attack on the former Youth Group mem-
bers. Under no circumstances should this group as a whole
be disparaged simply because Lula, Premte and most of the
factionalists had come from this group. There were many com-
munists from the Youth Group who had not been involved with
the factionalists, who had given proof of their determination
and loyalty to the Party and stood in the forefront of the
struggle together with the other comrades.

The decisions of the Conference of the Activists of the
Party and the Extraordinary Conference, as well as the direc-
tives of the Central Committee, found complete approval in the
party organizations throughout the country. Within a short
time the Party was purged of all factionalists and splitters.
Hundreds of new members, tempered in struggle, loyal to the
cause of the people and communism were admitted to its
ranks. Many supporters of the factional trend, deeply under-
standing their mistake, broke with the Trotskyite chiefs and
whole-heartedly —promised the Party that they would firmly
abide by its correct line.

The defeat of the factional liquidationist trend sharpened
the vigilance of the communists and invigorated the internal
life of the Party.

The struggle against the factionalists also brought to light
other bad things and weaknesses which had hampered the
work and consolidation of the Party.

At this time, the Central Committee condemned the divisive
activity of Mustafa Gjinishi, Kogo Tashko and certain others
dissatisfied because they had not been elected to the Central
Committee and regional committees of the Party. In talks with
party members and other individuals, they deprecated nearly
all the party directives, describing them either as premature,
or belated, either as sectarian, or opportunist, in this way
fomenting personal grudges that people might have. This was
done to engender distrust towards the party leadership. They
had been repeatedly advised by the Central Committee to
refrain from this anti-party activity.

During the struggle to do away with the factional trend
and establish unity in the Party, a secessionist tendency was
detected in the Gjirokastra Regional Committee. This committee
did not carry out or distorted the Central Committee’s directives
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on the armed struggle and the partisan ¢etas, the national
liberation councils, the youth and so forth. It did not report
to the Central Committee about its activity nor did it send
its instructions and the principal propaganda material it issued.
The person mainly to blame for fostering these trends was
Bedri Spahiu, at that time political secretary of this committee.

The Central Committee took this very seriously, severely
condemned the secessionist trend of the Gjirokastra Regional
Committee, dissolved it and organized the election of a new
committee.

The energetic measures taken by the Provisional Central
Commitee and the immediate support they found in all the
party organizations throughout the country led to eradication
of the group and factional spirit, averted the danger which
threatened the newly created Communist Party and ensured
a sound unity, a militant unity based on Marxism-Leninism.

3. THE FOUNDING OF THE NATIONAL LIBERATION
FRONT. THE BIRTH OF THE PEOPLE’S POWER AND
THE EXTENSION OF THE ARMED STRUGGLE

The Conference of the Activists of the Party and the Extra-
ordinary Conference gave fresh momentum to the work of the
communists aimed at making the Party’s political line clearer
to the broad masses of the people, at exposing the new
tactics of the enemy and mobilizing the people for war.

On the initiative of the Party and under its guidance, the
first national liberation councils were set up in a number of
villages. Besides those in the towns, guerilla units were organ-
ized in a number of districts. The formation of partisan c¢etas
had begun in the spring of 1942. By July, the ¢etas of Peza,
Kurvelesh, Gora, Skrapar, Mokra, Shkodra, Devoll, Dibra and
Mat were operating. They purged the first liberated areas of the
country of the military and civil authorities of the fascist inva-
ders and the traitors. On the instruction of the Central Committee,
on July 24th all the telephone and telegraph lines were cut and
destroyed throughout Albania. Every day military vehicles along
the highways were destroyed, fascist carabinieri and militia
posts were assailed, military depots were blown up, offices of
fascist organizations and other objects of the enemy were
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burned down, etc. Along with these actions, the demonstrations,
protests, strikes and sabotage continued.

These unremitting activities panicked the enemy. Informa-
tion and reports from the local military and civil organs on
the «alarming situation in Albania», «the hopeless situationy,
«the penetration of communist ideas into the people’s minds»
poured into Tirana and Rome. The enemy resorted to fresh
arrests and imprisonment of patriots, deportation of the families
of underground comrades and partisan fighters, issued new
and more rigorous orders providing the death penalty for
anyone carrying out anti-fascist activity. More communists laid
down their lives as martyrs showing great heroism in the
armed clashes against the enemy, or in prison, facing torture,
the firing squad, or the hangman.

These unremitting activities against the Italian invaders
and their stooges moved more and more people to embrace
the political line of the Party and give it their support and
assistance.

«Zéri i popullity «Z&ri 1 popullity, the organ of the

Communist  Party of  Albania, the
first number of which came out on August 25, 1942, was a
powerful political weapon in the hands of communists. It
was founded by decision of the Central Committee and directed
by Comrade Enver Hoxha.

In the leading article of its first number, the organ of
the CPA set as its objective: «to unite all the Albanian people
around this organ, to unite all honest and anti-fascist persons
regardless  of their religious beliefs, political opinions and
trends... for an independent, free and democratic Albania.»*

«Zéri 1 popullity propagated the political line of the Party,
the anti-fascist war of the Albanian people and of other
peoples, explained the road which must be followed for na-
tional liberation, exposed the policy and the activity of the
fascist invaders and the Albanian traitors. It published party
proclamations, articles and comments on the internal and
international ~situation, chronicles on the principal events, and
correspondence from the wvarious districts of the country.

The publication of «Z€ri i popullity was warmly received

* Principal Documents of the PLA, vol. 1, pp. 94-95, Alb. ed.

91



by the broad masses. Through party members, young commun-
ists and non-party patriotic activists, «Z&ri 1 popullity, the
word of the Party, was spread to all corners of the -country.
It was read with the greatest interest. Soon «Z&ri 1 popullity
became the favourite newspaper of the Albanian people.

The Conference of Peza Through its explanatory, mobiliz-

ing and organizing activity against
the invaders, during the first months of its existence, the
Party laid the foundations of the militant union of the Al-
banian people. To strengthen these foundations, to put the
unity of the people throughout the country on a sound political
and organizational basis, the CC of the CPA called the Al-
banian National Liberation Conference.

This Conference was held on September 16, 1942 in Peza.
Besides the communists, nationalists of  differing political
trends took part. Some of these nationalists stood very close
to the Communist Party, had embraced its political line and
fought actively against the invaders. Others supported the
liberation of the country and the wunity of the people in the
war against the foreign invaders, but were taking no part
in action, having adopted a wait-and-see attitude. This category
included the Zogites of whom the principal representative
was Abaz Kupi.

The Communist Party also invited another category of
nationalists, such as Mithat Frashéri and others, who had not
yet openly disclosed their stand, to take part in the Con-
ference. These nationalists did not accept the invitation and
attempted to boycott the Conference.

At the National Liberation Conference the problem of
uniting and organizing the Albanian people in the war against
the fascist invaders was thoroughly discussed. The participants,
including the overwhelming majority of the nationalists, stressed
the vigorous activity and the great organizing role of the
Communist Party in the National Liberation War. It was pointed
out that the Italian fascists and Mustafa Kruja had not suc-
ceeded in dividing the Party from the patriotic nationalists,
that the communists had won the love and trust of the people,
that the enemy propaganda about the «communist danger»
had been exposed, «communism in Albania is no longer a
bogey to the honest section of our people, to the peasant, to
the owner of medium means, or the intellectual and that the
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communists are not people ’without a Homeland,” as fascism
will try to present them.»*

Neither Abaz Kupi nor any other nationalist dared to
come out openly against the leading role the CPA had begun
to play in the war. They strove to hinder the growth of its
authority by opposing some external manifestations  which
bore the party mark, such as calling the ¢eta «partisan» ¢eta
and their use of the red star as an emblem. These oppositions
and some contradictory views on the mass participation of
the youth in the struggle and on some terms of the resolution
were surmounted after the representatives of the CPA had
patiently defended their correct points of view.

The Conference elected the (Provisional) National Libera-
tion General Council and adopted unanimously the platform
of the National Liberation War worked out by the Communist
Party. This platform contained the following main items:

Uncompromising war should be waged against the fascist
invaders and the traitors, for a free, independent and demo-
cratic Albania;

The real foundations of the union of the Albanian people
have been laid and should be strengthened only in battle with
the invader;

Sound organization of all true Albanians in a united na-
tional liberation front should be effected without discrimina-
tion as to class, political conviction, religion or region;

National liberation councils should be set up everywhere
as organs uniting and mobilizing the people in the war, and
as organs of the people’s power;

The people’s general armed wuprising should be popularized
and prepared for as the ultimate stage, as the logical conse-
quence of the partisan war:

An organized campaign should be waged against the
Agricultural Bank, Italian shareholder companies and all exploit-
ers who, with the assistance of the occupiers, make profits at
the expense of the people.

The Conference of Peza created the National Liberation
Front and laid the foundations of the people’s power. It con-
firmed the leading role of the Communist Party of Albania

* Resolution of the Conference of Peza. Documents of the supreme
organs of the national liberation revolutionary power, p. 12, Alb. ed.

93



in the National Liberation War and marked the Party’s first
great political victory.

The Conference of Peza was not a conference of political
parties. Only the Communist Party, the organizer of the
Conference, took part as a political party. There were no other
anti-fascist political parties.

Thus, the (National Liberation Front was not founded as
a coalition of political parties. The Conference of Peza legalized
the voluntary union of the broad masses of the people, a
union whose foundations had been laid from below in the war
against the foreign invaders. It was the Communist Party that
forged this union and was the direct and sole leader of the
National Liberation Front. The foundation of the Front was
the alliance of the working class with the peasantry, the latter
constituting its broadest base. In the program of the Party
the patriotic nationalists saw the fulfilment of their immediate
national aspirations, therefore they joined the National Libera-
tion Front either in groups of the same tendency or as indivi-
duals.

The  National Liberation The theses of the report pre-
Councils sented by Comrade Enver Hoxha

at the Conference of Peza on
«The national liberation councils as organs of the wunion and
struggle of the Albanian people» were adopted as a basis for
setting up the national liberation councils.

In the regions not yet liberated the councils were organs
uniting all the people’s anti-fascist forces. They explained the
aims of the war to the masses and involved them in the fight,
prepared them for the general uprising, collected material aid
necessary for the war, gathered information on the movements
and the size of the enemy armed forces, organized the econ-
omic struggle against the Italian capitalist companies and
sabotaged the collection of agricultural products by the fasc-
1sts.

In the liberated regions, the councils exercised the func-
tions of organs of the people’s power. They maintained Ilaw
and order, looked after the development of the economy, the
food supply, trade, sowing and harvesting of grain, organized
education, the press and cultural work with the masses, settled
disputes and ended blood feuds, maintained the people’s readi-
ness for war, and so on. «The importance of the national
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liberation councils is great,» stressed the Conference of Peza.
«By means of them the functions of government are performed
and the people are mobilized in the war and for the uprising.»*

For the organization of the national liberation councils
the CPA had the rich experience of the Soviets, but, naturally,
it did not merely copy this experience. First and foremost, it
based itself on the concrete circumstances under which the
people’s anti-fascist wuprising was developing in Albania. The
composition of the organs of this uprising conformed to its
national liberation character. These councils, the Central Com-
mittee instructed in June 1942, should include the militant
representatives of all the anti-fascist forces, all political trends,
without class distinction. The concept of councils was acceptable
to the masses of the people in Albania. From time immemorial
it had been a tradition of the Albanians to create «conventions»
and «councilsy whenever they had to rise in struggle against
foreign invaders or to solve their internal problems. The
national liberation councils, however, differed from the «con-
ventions» and «councilsy of the past in their completely new
composition and organization. They were born and grew as
revolutionary democratic organs created directly by the masses
of the people under the sole Ileadership of the Communist
Party. They were the negation of all anti-popular and exploit-
ing state organs and organizations.

As such, the national liberation councils won great popular-
ity among the masses. Following the Conference of Peza their
number increased rapidly both in the liberated zones and
in those not yet liberated. The people saw in them the defenders
of their own interests and those of the Homeland.

The councils began to exercise their functions as organs
of people’s power in the countryside, because in 1942 only
some rural regions had been liberated, while the towns were
still  occupied by the Italian fascists. The councils became
important links binding the Party closely with the peasantry.

The Partisan Cetas Parallel with the uniting of the people

in the National Liberation Front and

the setting up of people’s councils, the partisan armed struggle
was also extended and intensified.

Partisan warfare was a form of war known and tested

* Resolution of the Conference of Peza. Documents of the supreme
organs of the national liberation power, p. 18, Alb. ed.
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through centuries in Albania and in other countries. The
Albanian people preserved strong old traditions of patriotic gue-
rilla warfare against foreign invaders. The Conference of Peza
expressed its conviction that the Albanians would follow the
glorious path of their forefathers boldly and honourably.

Using the guerilla warfare experience of the Albanian pa-
triots in the past, the CPA gave to the war against fascist
invaders and  traitors a  profoundly  popular, revolutionary
content.

The guerilla units were the first schools of partisan
warfare. Through the formation and activity of partisan cetas,
the partisan movement was raised to a higher level and assumed
broad proportions all over the country.

In general, the formation of ¢etas followed this course; the
regional committees of the Party sent from the towns to the
countryside a number of party members, young communists
and sympathizers tested in the guerilla wunits, charging them
with the task of organizing fighting detachments. Around this
nucleus, the g¢eta were built up, mainly with peasants. The
countryside became the base and the principal source of par-
tisan ¢eta.

There was no restriction on the class composition of the
ceta. All those who desired to fight the enemy were admitted.
Only persons with a shady past, common criminals and robbers
who had aroused the contempt and hatred of the people, were
not allowed to join. All the partisans were volunteers. There
could be up to 50-60 fighters in each c¢eta. At the head of
each g¢eta stood the commander and the political commissar
who jointly directed its activity and were responsible for the
combat readiness and the political preparation and military
training of the partisans. In most cases commanders were not
party members, whereas the commissars were representatives
of the Party within the ceta.

In each c¢eta there was a party cell which was its heart.

The partisan c¢etas carried out intensive combat activity
against the fascist invaders and traitors. At the same time,
they conducted vigorous political, cultural and educational
activity, not only with the partisans but also with the popula-
tion of the regions in which they were operating. The c¢eta
had the liberated zones as their base. There they had already
done away with the old oppressive power and helped the
people to set up national liberation councils. They assisted the
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peasants in their agricultural work and served as the armed
support of the people’s councils in maintaining law and
order.

In the partisan getas the masses of the people saw for the
first time their own army, the champion of their own interests.
They gave it their all-round support. The partisan cetas were given
shelter and supplied with food by the peasants; the towns-
people also supplied various material aid. Without such aid and
without such all-round and unsparing support from the people,
the partisan war could not have been organized and the peo-
ple’s revolutionary army could not have been set up.

Besides partisan ¢etas, after the Conference of Peza, terri-
torial units (soldiers of the people) were organized in the
liberated regions, in each large village or 2-3 small villages.
They were irregular self-defence units which took up arms
whenever they were called upon by the partisan ¢etas to
carry out important attacks or to counter operations undertaken
by the enemy against the liberated regions. These units served
at the same time as a source of replenishment of the regular
partisan units.

Following the Conference of Peza the number of guerilla
units, partisan c¢etas and territorial units increased rapidly.
By the end of 1942 there were about 2,000 partisan fighters,
besides some thousands of others taking part in the guerilla
units in towns and in the village self-defence units.

In order to crush these detachments, from September to
December 1942, the Italian invaders engaged in large-scale
punitive operations in 27 regions of Southern, Central and
Northern ~ Albania. They burned down hundreds of peasants’
houses, massacred old people, women and children, but failed
to attain their objective of suppressing the partisan move-
ment. On the contrary, fascist terror further inflamed this move-
ment. In Peza, Skrapar, Dibra, Mat, Korca, Kurvelesh, Vlora
and other regions, thousands of men and women joined the
partisans in their fight against the Italian hordes. Hundreds
of fascist soldiers, militiamen and officers were killed in bitter
fighting.

The successes of the partisan warfare and the utter failure
of the fascist military operations in 1942 brought to light
the inner rottenness of the invaders, the invincible strength
of the Albanian people, and confirmed the correctness of the
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policy pursued by the Communist Party. A real people’s rev-
olution had begun in Albania.

The echo of this heroic struggle transcended the boundaries
of Albania, arousing the admiration and high appreciation
of the peoples and countries fighting against fascism. In Dece-
mber 1942 the government of the Soviet Union in a special
official statement expressed its sympathy for the liberation
war of the Albanian people, its refusal to recognize any claim
of Italian imperialism to Albanian soil and its desire to see
the whole of Albania liberated and independent. Official state-
ments recognizing the anti-fascist struggle of the Albanian
people were published simultaneously also by the governments
of the USA and of Great Britain, although they deliberately
made no declaration against imperialist claims on  Albania.
These statements, particularly that of the Soviet government,
gave support to the Albanian people, strengthened their con-
fidence in victory, and helped the further extension of the
armed struggle against the fascist enslavers.

The Attitude of the CPA The impetuous growth of the anti-
Toward the Balli Kom- fascist war under the leadership
bétar of the Communist Party stirred

all classes, groups and political
currents in Albania. The surge of anger and the anti-fascist
movement of the nmasses, the partisan warfare, had caused
an irreparable political crisis in the enemy ranks. This crisis
could not but affect the reactionary classes of the country
and their representatives who had linked their fate with the
invaders. They were scared to death by the revolutionary
impetus of the anti-fascist war and the growth of the authority
of the Communist Party, because here they saw the danger
of losing their privileges. The Conference of Peza and the
founding of the National Liberation Front were heavy blows
to them. Immediately after these events, reaction sounded the
alarm about the «communist danger» and called for the struggle
against it. The representatives of the reactionary bourgeoisie and
of the big landowners, with the support of the fascist invaders,
towards November 1942 hastily announced the creation of a
political organization to be counterposed directly to the Na-
tional Liberation Front. This organization was named Balli
Kombétar (the National Front). The pseudo-patriot Mithat Fra-
shéri was placed at the head of it.
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Reactionary ~ bourgeois intellectuals, big landowners and
merchants, reactionary  clergymen, rich peasants and others
joined the Balli Kombétar. The Trotskyite «Zjarri» Group also
joined it.

The Balli Kombétar was a motley political wunion of
various reactionary trends. Its organization was rotten. Comrade
Enver Hoxha characterized this union very well in the following
words: «The Balli Kombétar is a hotch-potch of elements of
various trends with no basis, who have made nationalism their
favourite byword... Internally the Balli Kombétar is like a
basket of crabs (each pulling in its own way)... Some are men
of ’99 dodges but little valour,” others are fit to sounding the
alarm, while others again are men of big words but no deeds.»*

It was only their common class interests, their hatred of
the Communist Party and the people’s revolutionary movement,
that brought these men together.

The Balli Kombétar immediately announced that it did
not recognize the Conference of Peza and published its own
program which was demagogy from start to finish. In high-
flown words the Balli Kombétar chiefs boasted that they were
allegedly fighting for «an Albania arranged economically and
socially so that there would not be exploiters and ex-
ploited.

In a great hurry they set up some «illegal c¢etas» in the
mountains, which were there not to fight the invaders, but
to obstruct the military and political activity of the partisan
getas, to propagate the policy of the Balli Kombétar and to
intimidate the peasants. In the villages they set up «councils»
of the Balli Kombétar which were to replace the national
liberation councils. Likewise they made use of a number of
other forms and means, very similar to those employed by the
Communist Party, which enjoyed great popularity. Posing as
«ardent patriots», they advised the Albanian people not to
make war on the Italian invaders, for such a war would result in
the annihilation of the Albanian nation! The prime slogan of
the Balli Kombétar was: «Wait till the time comes.» The Ballists
launched an  unrestrained  campaign  against the  National
Liberation Front and the Communist Party, against communism
and the Soviet Union.

* Enver Hoxha. Works, vol. 1, pp. 169, 171, Alb. ed.
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The whole aim of the Balli Kombétar was to alienate the
masses of the people, especially the peasantry, from the Com-
munist Party, to destroy the National Liberation Front, to
quell the National Liberation Movement, and to secure for
themselves all political power after the war.

To achieve its aims, the Balli Kombétar chose the
course of collaboration with the occupiers. It could not have
acted otherwise, because 1its intentions towards the Communist
Party were shared by the occupiers and because the Italian
fascists did not allow the Balli Kombé&tar any independent
activity. Nevertheless, the interests of both sides required that
their collaboration should be kept secret at any cost. Otherwise
nobody could be misled.

The emergence of the Balli Kombétar greatly complicated
the situation within the country. Lenin teaches that there
can be no revolution without complicated situations, that
«the revolution itself in the course of its development creates
always an extraordinarily complicated situation...»*

In the complex situation created after the emergence of
the Balli Kombétar. the Communist Party of Albania had
to act with great maturity, wisdom and foresight. Only by
employing very skilful tactics towards the Balli Kombétar
would the Party be able to preserve the successes it had
achieved, further strengthen its bonds with the masses, and
thus lead the Albanian people to complete victory in their
struggle for national independence and a people’s democratic
Albania.

The Communist Party was well aware that the Balli
Kombétar was the spawn of reaction and a tool of the fascist
invaders. Faced with the sabotage activities of the Balli
Kombétar, some party cells and even some regional com-
mittees insistently demanded the use of armed force against it.

But the Central Committee firmly adhered to the principle
that there is no greater danger for a proletarian party than
to build its tactics according to subjective wishes. Answering
those who demanded that open war should be declared on the
Balli Kombétar, Comrade Enver Hoxha, on behalf of the Central
Committee, instructed: «...i¢ (the Balli Kombétar Edit) is a
great obstacle indeed, and we must not forget the personal
influence of its adherents in Albania, and that they have suc-

* V. 1. Lenin, Collected Works, vol. 26, p. 117, Alb. ed.
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ceeded in creating among the people the idea that a nationalist
organization exists and that the communists should come to an
understanding and agreement with it.. We should not forget
that among the Balli Kombétar there are quite a number
of good and resolute elements who sincerely desire to unite
and fight.»*

Precisely for these reasons the Communist Party of Albania
at the beginning laid down the following tactics towards the
Balli Kombétar: the defeatist slogan that «the time to fight
against the TItalians has not come yet» should be denounced;
the Balli Kombétar should be asked publicly to agree to the
unity of all the anti-fascist forces of the country on the basis
of immediate, all-out, uncompromising war against the Italian
fascist occupiers; the Balli Kombétar should be required to cease
its propaganda against the Communist Party and communism
immediately; talks should be held with its representatives
on the question of the war against the occupiers; certain
Balli Kombétar chiefs, compromised as fascists and traitors,
should be exposed before the people.

Through these tactics the Party aimed to bring about
a differentiation in the ranks of the Balli Kombétar, drawing
into the war against the occupiers all those who were in
favour of the war. Thus, the Balli Kombétar as a whole
would be compelled from below to join the National Libera-
tion Movement, the anti-national policy and two-faced stand
of its chiefs would be exposed so that the people might
single out and punish all those who would obstruct the unity
of the people and the war against the occupiers.

The weakest point of the Balli Kombétar was the ques-
tion of the all-out armed struggle against the Italian occupiers,
because in fact it was opposed to this war. Therefore, in
order to expose the Balli Kombétar chiefs, the CPA decided
to deal the main blow precisely at this weak point. The
masses of the people who were for war against the occupiers,
had to be convinced through their own experience that the
«patriotism» of the Balli Kombétar chiefs was false and that
all their hysterical «patriotic» calls were sheer demagogy.

While deciding on the use of such a tactic towards the Balli
Kombétar, the CC of the CPA instructed the party organiza-
tions to apply its orders rigorously. It considered the ques-

* Enver Hoxha, Works, vol. 1, p. 171, Alb. ed.
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tion of the attitude towards this organization as a very
complicated issue that required great care. On the one hand, the
Central Committee instructed, this matter had to be handled
with patience and foresight, always acting with a cool head
in order not to fall into the trap of the provocations of the
enemy and bearing in mind that «..we cannot wage the war
alone, but only with the whole people, and for this reason
we must take matters seriously with these nationalists.»*

On the other hand, the CC instructed that no step
backwards from the course decided should be taken, because
the union of all the forces of the country can be achieved
only on the basis of the merciless armed struggle against the
invaders, and not through bargains with the nationalists, that
«We must not allow the dignity of our Party to be infringed
in the slightest, nor allow stones to be put under the wheels
of the National Liberation War...,, we should try to restrain
them (the Balli Kombétar — Edit.), first, by reason and
persuasion, and only afterwards ’a la maniére forte’ (by force —
Edit.).»**

The situation after the founding of the Balli Kombétar
was fraught with great dangers for the Party and the National
Liberation War. Among various strata of the people there
was  political unclarity. Through demagogy and intimidation
the Balli Kombétar secured the support of a part of the
population, especially in the countryside. A number of wavering
elements among the peasants left the National Liberation
Front and went over to the Balli Kombétar. In this situation,
Comrade Enver Hoxha instructed: «Very, very gteat care is
necessary. If we emerge with success» from this situation,
«our cause has triumphed, if we slip, we break our necks.»y***

4. THE 1st NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE CPA.
DIRECTIONS ON THE GENERAL UPRISING

The decision to call a National Conference of the Party
to elect its definitive Central Committee and to define the
forthcoming tasks had been taken in April 1942 by the

* Enver Hoxha, Works, vol. 1, p. 174, Alb. ed.
** [bidem, pp. 198-199.
**% [bidem, p. 199.
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Conference of the Activists of the CPA. According to this
decision the conference was to be held only after the Party
had been purged of factionalists and splitters and after the
sound unity established. This had now been achieved.

In December 1942 the Communist Party of Albania re-
ceived the directives of the Executive Committee of the Com-
munist International on the National Liberation War. These
directives stressed the need to organize the National Liberation
War against the Italian and German aggressors, to unite the
people in one single national liberation front, to have as many
upright  patriots and nationalists as possible participate in
the war and in its leadership, and that party slogans should
not go beyond the demands of the National Liberation War.

This event was of great import for the young Communist
Party of Albania. These directives showed that the political
line of the Party defined at the foundation meeting and fur-
ther concretized by the directives of the Central Committee was
correct. In addition to this, the CPA had been recognized
as a section of the international communist movement.

In these circumstances, towards the end of December
1942, the Provisional Central Committee decided to call the
Ist National Conference of the CPA in March 1943.

Deepening  Political Crisis While the Party was preparing
in the Enemy Ranks for its Ist National Conference,

events in both the international
and national arenas developed rapidly.

In the second half of 1942 the eyes of Albania, like all
the rest of the world, were on Stalingrad, where the fate
of the anti-fascist world war was being decided. The heroic
resistance of the defenders of Stalingrad inspired the Albanian
partisans and patriots in their liberation war against the inva-
ders.

On February 2, 1943 the battle of Stalingrad ended in a
brilliant victory of the Red Army. This victory marked the
radical turning-point, not only for the Great Patriotic War
of the Soviet Union, but for the whole course of the Second
World War. «The decline of the German fascist army»* began
at Stalingrad.

* J.V. Stalin, «On the Great Patriotic War of the Soviet Uniony,
1952, p. 100, Alb. ed.
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This event exerted a great influence on the extension of
the national liberation movements in the countries occupied
by the fascist states. Amongst all the peoples belief in the
inevitable total destruction of Hitlerite Germany was streng-
thened.

The Stalingrad victory had very great importance for
Albania, too. In the favourable circumstances which it created
for all the anti-fascist forces in the world, the liberation
war of the Albanian people was further extended and
intensified.

The armed struggle rose to a higher level: from isolated
military actions to co-ordinated actions of two or more partisan
getas. Such actions with the participation of a number of
partisan ¢etas were those carried out against the Italian fascists
at Voskopoja, Snosém of Gramsh (January 1943), Patos, Selenica
of Vlora and at Libohova, on the Kukés-Puka highway near
Shéméria (February). Within three months the liberated zones
were almost doubled.

The power of the national liberation councils was enhanced
parallel with the extension and strengthening of the partisan
movement. Underground national liberation councils were set
up in a number of towns. The masses of the people were
increasingly regarding these councils as the sole organs of
the people’s power, obeying and submitting to their decisions
and ordinances alone.

On the eve of its 1st National Conference, the CPA scored
another success of major importance in the struggle against
the Trotskyites and opportunists in Albania: at the beginning
of March 1943 the «Zjarri» Group was totally crushed. The
final blow was dealt by Comrade Enver Hoxha’s editorial,
«A Few Words on Some Servants of Fascism — the ’Zjarri’
Group» published in «Zéri i popullity in January. This article
exposed the Trotskyite tactics of the «Zjarri» Group chiefs,
who sometimes launched such leftist slogans as «for a proletar-
ian revolution», «for the struggle against capitaly, «for the
dictatorship of the proletariat», with the intention of winning
the trust of the working masses, sympathizers of communism;
or at other times posed as «nationalistsy with the intention of
detaching the nationalist patriots from the National Libera-
tion War and from the Communist Party. The article proved
with facts that the chiefs of the «Zjarri» Group were enemies
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of communism and the Albanian people, that they were
agents provocateurs and tools of the aggressors.

Many members of the «Zjarri»  Group, realizing the
treachery of their chiefs, abandoned them and went over
unconditionally to the side of the CPA. Many of them were
re-educated by the Party.

The wiping out of the «Zjarri» Group dealt a heavy
blow at the Balli Kombétar as well. Playing the role of
«communistsy of the Balli Kombétar, the «Zjarri» Group mem-
bers had propagated and defended the cause of the reactionary
bourgeoisie.

The rapid growth of the National Liberation Movement,
under the leadership of the CPA, as well as the defeats the
fascist armies had suffered on the Eastern and other fronts of
the Second World War further deepened the crisis among
the ranks of the occupiers and the traitors in Albania. In
January 1943 the [talian fascists removed Mustafa Kruja from
the office of prime minister on account of his inability to
suppress the National Liberation Movement, and set up a
new quisling government. But only one month later they
were compelled to replace this government, also, with another
one. The latter, too. had a very short existence. Meanwhile
among the ranks of the Albanian soldiers, militiamen and
carabinieri, mass desertions began to take place.

The Italian statesmen themselves were compelled to admit
the failure of their policy in Albania. For his part, Hitler,
too, in February 1943 wrote to Mussolini that the Albanians,
like the other peoples of the Balkans, «had shown very
little proof of being trustworthy,» and he described «the
unbounded hatred» of the Albanian people against Germany
and TItaly as «a harsh reality.»*

In order to preserve their occupation regime, the Italian
fascists considered it imperative to intensify the use of
violence. In February 1943 the fascist Viceroy, Jacomoni, was
replaced by General Pariani, who was regarded as a man
«who knows how to speak with the force of arms and who
is able to wuse this force.» The Italian Command drew up a
plan for a series of major operations in various regions of
the country.

* «Les lettres secrétes échangées par Hitler et Mussolini», Paris,
1946, p. 150.
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For this purpose the aggressors sought and found the
support of the Balli Kombétar. In March 1943 the Central
Committee of the Balli Kombé&tar with the Italian commander-
in-chief signed a secret protocol known as the «Dalmazzo-
Kélcyra»  protocol,! in which it undertook to prevent any
attack on the Italian troops and to help them in their punitive
operations in Southern Albania.

Simultaneously the Italian fascists appointed a prominent
member of the Balli Kombétar? as prime minister of the
quisling government, proclaimed the creation of the «Albanian
National Army» and of the «Albanian Gendarmerie», the
establishment of diplomatic relations between the Italian state
and the «Albanian state», the replacement of the «Albanian
National Fascist Party» with the «Guard of Greater Albania»
and so on, all this within the framework of the «Union of
Albania with Italy» and with Victor Emmanuel III as «King
of Albaniay.

Both parties aimed at extracting advantages from the
false ideas spread about the «creation of an independent Al-
banian staten. While the Italian fascists sought to strengthen
the shaken faith of the reactionary nationalists, to exploit
them as far as possible in suppressing the National Libera-
tion Movement, the internal reaction headed by the Balli
Kombétar hoped to seize political power, however the situa-
tion might change.

On the Order of the Day The deep crisis among the en-
— the Organization of the emies, the extension of the armed
General Uprising struggle, the growth of the pa-
triotic  revolutionary  consciousness
of the people and the propitious international circumstances
placed the organizing of the general uprising of the Albanian
people and of the National Liberation Army on the order
of the day.
The 1Ist National Conference of the CPA played an
historic role in the accomplishment of this task. The Conference

1 The protocol was so called because it was signed by Renzo
Dalmazzo, Commander-in-chief of the Italian forces of occupation,
and by Ali Kélcyra, member of the Central Committee of the Balli
Kombétar.

2 Maliq Bushati
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was held in Labinot near Elbasan from March 17 to 22, 1943.
Seventy delegates and guests took part. The delegates had
been elected at regional party conferences during February
and early March. They represented nearly 700 party members.

The Conference fully endorsed the activity of the Prov-
isional Central Committee and reached the conclusion that
the political line of the Party was correct, having been corrobo-
rated by practice.

The problem of preparing the people for the general
uprising and its organization occupied first place in the delibera-
tions of the Conference.

While stressing the great progress achieved in the anti-
fascist  struggle, the 1st National Conference drew  the
attention of the  party  organizations to the  difficulties
that lay ahead, to the intricate problems which had to be
solved in organizing the general uprising and ensuring com-
plete victory. The masses of the people were under the direct
pressure of the hostile propaganda of the Balli Kombétar
and other reactionary groups, under the unremitting menace
of the fascist terror. As a result, here and there cases of wavering
and indifference, or failure to understand the policy of the
CPA properly, had been noticed; a section of the population
was being deceived by the Balli Kombétar.

The pending tasks for strengthening the links of the
Party with the broad masses of the people and preparing
them for the general uprising were worked out through
a sound criticism of sectarian and opportunist manifestations.

Reminding the communists that the workers were the
pillar of the Party, the Conference urged the party organi-
zations to make closer contact with the masses of the workers
in  mines, factories, building sites and elsewhere, especially,
in the main industrial centres of the country: at Kugova,
Selenica, seaports, and so on.

This Conference also condemned the erroneous opinion
of Tuk Jakova who maintained that there was no proletariat
(in the Marxist sense) in Albania. This groundless view had
been rejected already at the Meeting of the Communist Groups.
Now the Albanian working class had its own Communist
Party through which it was playing the leading role in the
National Liberation War.

The Conference pointed out the progress which had been
achieved in the work with the peasants, the bulk of whom
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regarded the Communist Party as their own. However, not
all the peasantry in all the regions of the country (especially
in some regions in the North) took an active part in the
war against the invaders and traitors and accepted the
leadership of the Party. The Balli Kombétar had concentrated
its efforts in the countryside. The Party was faced with the
urgent task of maintaining and strengthening its bonds with the
peasants, of isolating the Balli Kombétar from the masses of
the peasants. To a great extent, the preparation and the
outbreak of the general uprising depended on the accomplish-
ment of this task. Emphasizing the very important role of
the peasantry in the National Liberation War, the Conference
directed: «We should attach particular importance to work in
the countryside, because the peasants make up the great
majority of our people, and consequently it is there that
we should look for the main source of our forces in the
present war.»*

The Conference described the alliance of the working
class with the peasantry as the most reliable weapon in,
the National Liberation War. It instructed the communists
to broaden and to improve their work of political clari-
fication and  organization in the countryside. First and
foremost it was required that they enliven the national
liberation councils and draw the maximum number of peasants
into the partisan detachments and territorial units. At the same
time, the peasants should be roused in struggle against any
sort of tax, fine, speculation, robbery and any other form
of oppression and exploitation by fascism and its Albanian
tools; illiteracy should be combated and culture spread in
the countryside in an organized manner.

Although the majority of the wealthy peasants had gone
or were going over to the Balli Kombétar against the
National Liberation War, the Conference demanded, as in the
past, that the broad peasant masses should be drawn into
the struggle without any discrimination as to class.

An important place at this Conference was taken up by
the work with the youth and the women.

The enthusiasm and revolutionary spirit of the Albanian
youth, their readiness to undertake any sacrifice, the tireless

* Resolution of the 1st National Conference of the CPA. Principal
Documents of the PLA, vol. 1, p. 140, Alb. ed.
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work of the Party and the Communist Youth organizations
with the broad masses of the youth were stressed. Sectarian-
ism, the concentration of the activity mainly on the school
youth, the insufficient work done with the peasant youth and,
finally, some trends of parallelism with the Party, which had
been observed in the Communist Youth leadership, were
criticized as shortcomings. The youth, the Conference empha-
sized, is the vital source of new forces for the Party, the
inexhaustible force of the National Liberation War. For this
reason, the line of the Party toward the youth had to be
more deeply understood, a sounder activity with the youth
masses in the towns and the villages had to be carried out,
greater attention had to be devoted by the Party to this sector
of such importance.

The problem of the women was evaluated as a problem
of prime importance and was viewed in its two principal
aspects: drawing the nmasses of women into the National
Liberation Movement, and their social emancipation. Women
could and should play an important role in the anti-fascist
war and in social life. To attain this objective, it was
necessary, above all, for the Albanian women themselves to
thoroughly understand their age-long slavery and the harsh
oppression of the invaders, to rise against them, becoming
resolute fighters for national liberation and a happy future.
The communists were specifically instructed not to confine
their work to intellectual women alone, but to go to the
masses of peasant women as well as the female workers and
housewives.

In the work with the youth and women, the Conference
gave first importance to their organization. It issued directives
for the formation of an Albanian anti-fascist youth organi-
zation and the anti-fascist women’s front.

Great attention was given to the stand toward the
nationalists and to collaborating with them.

The revolutionary development of the National Liberation
War brought about a continuous sifting out of the ranks of
the nationalists. A good part of them, especially the representa-
tives of the middle bourgeoisie, had joined or were continuing
to join the National Liberation Front. Others maintained
a neutral attitude, did not believe in the strength of the
people, did not thoroughly understand the character of the
National Liberation War, and were sceptical about the defeat
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of fascism. Those groups of nationalists that represented the
interests of the reactionary bourgeoisie and the big landowners,
either aligned themselves with the Balli Kombétar or awaited
a more favourable moment to take a clear-cut stand against
the National Liberation War.

So complicated a sector as the work with the nationalists
was fraught with the danger of committing grave sectarian
or opportunist mistakes. The 1st National Conference of the
CPA criticized the lack of patience and tact shown by some
communists and organizations towards uncommitted and waver-
ing nationalists and those who had already joined the Balli
Kombétar. It demanded the greatest forbearance to achieve
sincere unity or collaboration with the nationalist elements. The
communists were charged with working tirelessly with all
those who hated and wished to fight the occupiers, even
with those who seemed obstinate, in order to convince them
and make them allies, however unstable.

Still more vigorously criticized were those communists who
had manifested tendencies of capitulation to the pressure of
the reactionary  bourgeoisie.  Such  irresolute  elements had
expressed the opinion that the Party should give wup its
individuality and identify itself with the National Liberation
Movement. «These views,» the Conference pointed out, «lead
to the liquidation of the Party.»*

It laid down the task of strengthening the individuality
and the leading role of the Party within the National Libera-
tion Front, of popularizing the Communist Party more as
the standard-bearer of the struggle for the liberation of the
people from fascism and for the rights of the poor strata of
the population.

The Conference dwelt in particular on the stand to be
taken toward the Balli Kombétar which was carrying out a
two-faced, reactionary, anti-national policy. Its chiefs were
described as utterly conservative and reactionary elements,
ready for any kind of collaboration with the occupiers. They
opposed the National Liberation War because it opened the
eyes of the people, made them conscious and drew them
away from all those who were deceiving, oppressing and
exploiting them.

Nevertheless, in the Balli Kombétar there was a consider-

* Resolution of the st National Conference of the CPA. Principal
Documents of the PLA, vol. 1, p. 137, Alb. ed.
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able number of persons, especially in the countryside, who were
eager to fight against the occupier. «With them,» the Conference
pointed out, «it is possible to build a common militant
national liberation front.»*

Only the participation of the Balli Kombétar in the armed
struggle against the fascist occupiers could create the possibility
for it to join the National Liberation Front. All means should
be used to bring this about, including even negotiations with
representatives of the Balli Kombétar. The Conference, however,
criticized as opportunist any idea that the whole work with the
Balli Kombétar and the nationalists in general could be
reduced to negotiations and political combinations. It re-
emphasized that the main thing was the work with ordinary,
honest, rank-and-file members of the Balli Kombétar to estab-
lish militant links with and involve them in actions against
fascism. The pressure from below and the armed struggle
against the occupiers would bring about a differentiation within
the Balli Kombétar and alienate its members from their reac-
tionary chiefs.

The Party would continue more intensely the exposure of
the defeatist propaganda of the Balli Kombétar, especially its
slogan that «the time has not come yety; it would fight all
collaborators ~ with  fascism, including those Balli Kombétar
chiefs who had emerged or were emerging openly as collabo-
rators; it would expose the reactionary tactic about an
«independent Albanian state» under fascist Italy.

In order to expand and strengthen the National Liberation
Front and to proceed steadily toward the people’s general
uprising, the Conference called on party organizations, in the first
place, to always bear in mind the anti-fascist and national libe-
ration character of the war, and not permit distortions of the
party policy in any field. «We are not opportunists,» Comrade
Enver Hoxha pointed out, «nor have we forgotten in the
least our more remote tasks, but before we reach that stage
we must accomplish our most immediate task: the National
Liberation Wary.**

The Conference defined the organization of the National
Liberation Army as the main link of the general uprising.

* Resolution of the 1st National Conference of the CPA. Principal
Documents of the PLA, vol. 1, p. 131, Alb. ed.

** Enver Hoxha, Report delivered at the meeting of the CC of
the CPA, February 1943. Works, vol. 1, p. 230, Alb. ed.

111



As a result of the vigorous development of the partisan war,
this army was in the process of formation. Under these
circumstances, it was decided: «From the partisan and
volunteer units we must set up a regular National Liberation
Army, which will be a force striking terror in the hearts
of the occupiers and a sure and powerful guarantee for the
liberation of the people.»*

Accordingly, the organization of the army, the military
detachments and wunits, of the regional staffs and the General
Staff, the problems of supplying them with arms, ammunition,
clothing and food, questions of combat tactics and the political
training of the fighters, etc., were worked out.

Emphasizing the absolute necessity and decisive impor-
tance of organizing the National Liberation Army for the
general uprising to achieve victory over the enemy, the Con-
ference demanded that the communists understood thoroughly
that the principal sector of work of the Party at that time
was the army.

Further Strengthening At this Conference, the organi-
Party Unity zational problems of the Party

were discussed in close connec-
tion with its political line and with the fundamental ques-
tion: the general uprising.

The strengthening of its wunity was described as the
greatest victory in the internal life of the Party. This was
an essential requirement to ensure the militant union of the
people and the leadership of the Party in the National Libera-
tion War. The Conference approved the decisions taken
by the Extraordinary Conference of June 1942, the measures
adopted by the Provisional Central Committee to smash the
factionalist liquidationist current, and its Marxist-Leninist stand
against the «Zjarri» Group.

Even after their expulsion from the Party, Lula and
Premte not only did not cease, but on the contrary, increased
their hostile activity against the CPA and the National Libera-
tion Movement. Now the same stand had to be taken towards
them as towards other traitors and enemies of the Party, the
people and communism. The Conference instructed the com-
munists to always stand vigilant, to combat relentlessly all
alien anti-Marxist ideas, all Trotskyites and deviators, and

* Principal Documents of the PLA, vol. 1, p. 140, Alb. ed.
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all deserters from the ranks of the Party and the National
Liberation Movement, never forgetting that the enemy would
make continuous efforts to infiltrate agents into the Party.

The Conference called the steel discipline of the Party the
prime condition for safeguarding and further strengthening party
unity. At the same time, despite the wartime conditions, it did
not neglect the development of internal party democracy. It
laid down the tasks of combating any attitude of commandism
within the Party and strengthening criticism and self-criticism.
The communists, party cells and lower party organs should
not await everything from above. The strengthening of
democracy and the development of initiative would enhance the
capabilities of the communists and the party organizations,
would raise their leading role to a higher level, would further
develop the sense of responsibility of the cadres and would
ensure closer links with the masses.

A particularly important task was to establish party
organizations on a broad scale in the countryside, «because
without them the work of the Party and the National Libera-
tion War will not be successful.»*

The Conference gave the instruction to improve the com-
position of the cadres by unhesitatingly elevating to posts
of responsibility young communists who had shown outstanding
self-sacrifice and loyalty to the cause of the people and of
communism.

The Conference attached great importance to the ideological
and political training of the communists. It stressed that in
the complicated conditions the young Albanian communists
would not be able to accomplish their difficult tasks with
honour wunless they mastered the Marxist-Leninist teachings.
The views of a number of communists who maintained that
in time of war there was no need for books, but only for guns,
were criticized. «We must have both books and  guns,»
the Conference stressed, and called on the communists to
surmount all difficulties and obstacles in the study of Marxism-
Leninism.

Finally, the Conference elected the Central Committee
of the CPA composed of 15 members and 5 candidate mem-
bers. The Conference also elected the Political Bureau of
the CC with Enver Hoxha as General Secretary of the CPA.

* Ibidem, p. 143.
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All the decisions were taken unanimously.

Winding up its proceedings, the 1st National Conference
expressed its confidence that the Communist Party of Albania
would forge ahead resolutely under the banner of Marxism-
Leninism, accomplish its onerous tasks with honour and
ensure complete victory for the Albanian people. «We shall
allow no force,» wrote the Conference delegates to the
Executive Committee of the Comintern, «to divert our Party
from the great ideals of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin, the
ideals of the Communist International.»*

The decisions of the 1st National Conference played a
great  historic role in the all-round strengthening of the
CPA as a Marxist-Leninist revolutionary Party. The Conference
worked out the general line of the Party in greater depth
and breadth, on the basis of the experience accumulated.

5. THE ORGANIZATION OF THE NATIONAL LIBERATION
ARMY AND THE PEOPLE’S GENERAL UPRISING

After the 1st National Conference, the political and organ-
izational work of the Party was concentrated mainly on pre-
paring the people for the general wuprising, first and foremost,
on organizing the National Liberation Army.

The Party called on the Albanian people, workers and
peasants, townspeople, young people and women, nationalists and
patriotic intellectuals, to unite all their forces and place them
at the service of the struggle against the fascist occupiers and
traitors. As many as possible should join the ranks of the
partisans so that new detachments could be created and the
armed struggle intensified to the point of the general uprising.
«The fate of the country,» the Party taught the people, «depends
on the war we are waging, and the more widespread and
fierce this fight against the invaders, the sooner the day of
liberation will come.»**

Exposing the Balli Kombétar propagandists who trumpeted
about that the Albanians could not fight against Italy, nor

* The minutes of the 1st National Conference of the Communist
Party of Albania. CPA.
** Principal Documents of the PLA, vol. 1, p. 149, Alb. ed.
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had they need to, as the latter would be crushed by the
allies who would bring freedom and independence to Alba-
nia(!), Enver Hoxha wrote in «Z€ri 1 popullity: «What would
happen if the whole world were to reason like these ’great
politicians’?... One very simple thing would happen..., tiny
Albania would be a vassal of Mussolini for ever...

«One for all and all for one.. Russia, Britain, America
wage their war with great armies, tanks and aircraft; but
that does not mean that we should not carry on our war, be it
with the only gun we possess... Wars are not waged with roses
and cotton wool and freedom is not won with words and com-
promises but with suffering and bloodshed.»*

Along with extensive political activity among the masses
of the people, the communists increased their underground
work among the Albanian soldiers, gendarmes and policemen,
among all those misled persons in the service of the occupiers,
as well as among the Italian soldiers and workers stationed
in Albania. Leaflets in Italian were distributed to the Ilatter.

In response to the call of the Party and as a result of
the intense activity of the communists, hundreds of young
men and women came to fill the ranks of the partisan ceta.
A good part of the middle school students took to the
mountains and joined the freedom fighters. Patriots who
deserted from the enemy military formations, also joined the
partisans. In less than three months the number of partisans
doubled. In May 1943, the first battalions and first regional
staffs were formed. By July 20 partisan battalions and 30
smaller fighting units were operating in Albania.

Defeat of the Faction in  While the whole Party was oc-
the Vlora Region cupied carrying out the tasks laid

down by the 1st National Con-
ference for the preparation of the general uprising, in the
Vlora region, Sadik Premte and Pali Térova, enemies to the peo-
ple and communism, secretly set up an enemy faction against
the CPA. In fact they had started organizing their faction
precisely at the time when the principal party leaders of
the region were away for the 1st National Conference of
the CPA. Taking adavantage of the absence of the leadership
and of the lack of a sound Marxist-Leninist vigilance, discipline
and training of the rank-and-file communists, they succeeded

* Enver Hoxha, Works, vol. 1, pp. 246-247, Alb. ed.
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in deceiving and winning over a number of party members,
as well as the command of the «Old» partisan ¢eta of Vlora. In
April the factionalists announced that they did not recognize
the Regional Committee of the Party and called for the convoca-
tion of a so-called «party conference» which was to revoke the
Committee and elect a new one headed by Sadik Premte and
his henchmen.

The objective of this hostile faction was to seize the
reins of the party organization and the command of the
partisan detachments of the Vlora region, to exterminate the
resolute communists and, first and foremost, the leading cadres,
to cease the liberation war in the district and then to carry their
destructive work over to the other regions of the country, to
overthrow the Central Committee and completely smash the
Communist Party. For this purpose, the traitors had reached
an agreement for joint action with the chiefs of the Balli
Kombétar. Through machinations and slanders, with the sup-
port of the Balli Kombétar, they tried to raise the rural
population in arms to attack the Party and the partisan
¢etas. Simultaneously they sent letters to a number of com-
munists in various districts as well as to the Gjirokastra Re-
gional Committee, in which, as a pretext for their revolt,
they put forward the allegedly «unjusty» decisions of the Party
against Anastas Lula, Sadik Premte and other factionalists and
sought support.

The grave situation in the party organization of the
Vlora region was correctly considered by the Central Committee
as a great danger to the whole Party. The General Secretary
Enver Hoxha went there to lead the fight against the faction
on the spot.

The struggle to wipe out this faction was conducted under
the slogan «the Party above everything». At  gatherings,
meetings and talks, in the first place with individual party
members, Comrade Enver Hoxha, together with  Comrade
Hysni Kapo, political secretary of the Regional Committee,
explained the real aims and the great danger inherent in
the hostile activity of the faction. Almost all the misled com-
munists  thoroughly comprehended the mistakes they had been
led into by the traitors, and severed all connections with them.
The people of the Vlora and Mallakastra regions, also, were
informed about the treachery of Sadik Premte, and together with
the Party, took an active part in smashinig this faction.
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In May everything had come to an end. Premte, exposed
as an enemy of the people and the Party, managed to escape
by going to Vlora, then occupied by the Italian fascists.

After the liquidation of the enemy faction in the Vlora
region in June 1943, the Central Committe, in a special circular
letter, in which the roots and aims of this faction were laid
bare, instructed all the communists: «This painful experience
should serve as a lesson for all the party organizations,
especially for the Vlora organization.. Our fight against
these base enemies must be waged with the greatest severity,
..we should hate these people and attack them mercilessly
wherever they raise their heads.»*

The Vlora events served as a lesson for the entire Party.
They helped the communists to get a deeper understanding
of the danger threatening the Party from the acts of enemies,
to strengthen their discipline and increase their vigilance and
fighting spirit in their revolutionary activity. Up to the end
of the war there was no repetition of events like that of
Vlora.

General Staff Set up While the Party was fighting to

wipe out the Premte faction,
the partisans and volunteers were dealing successive blows
at the fascist invaders throughout the country. The most
powerful of these were the attacks on Italian troops near
the Selenica mine (April 1943), at Leskovik (May), on the Struga-
Dibra highway (June), at Pérmet-Kugar-Mezhgoran Gorge and
Kicok Pass (early July). On July 6 the Albanian partisans also
carried out their first attack on the German troops at Barmash
on the Korga-Janina highway. At the same time, partisan
fighting units together with the rural population beat back
the military operations the Italian  fascists undertook  at
Kurvelesh and Mesaplik (April), at Peza, Mallakastra, Tepelena
and Shpirag (June). In these operations the invaders threw
in whole divisions against the partisans and the people. They
massacred thousands of men and women, old folk and children,
burned down hundreds of wvillages, seized entire herds of
cattle, but failed to obtain any military or political advantage.

* Circular letter of the CC of the CPA, June 17, 1943. Principal
Documents of the PLA, vol. 1, pp. 172-173, Alb. ed.
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On the contrary they further inflamed the hatred and resent-
ment of the people.

In the atmosphere of extraordinary revolutionary en-
thusiasm  throughout the country, the Central Committee of
the CPA proposed that the National Liberation General Council
take up for discussion the problems of the war against fascism
which required wurgent solution. The main problem to be
tackled was the organization of the Albanian National Libera-
tion Army.

The meeting of the General Council was held on July
4, 1943 in Labinot. There the formation of the General Staff
of the National Liberation Army was agreed upon unanimously.
The General Secretary of the CPA, Enver Hoxha, was elected
political commissar of the General Staff. On July 10 the
National Liberation General Council and the General Staff
informed the people of this important event by means of
a special proclamation.

The General Staff carried through the organization of
the Albanian National Liberation Army (ANLA) and con-
centrated in its hands the strategy and the operational leadership
of the armed struggle against the invaders and traitors, working
out the tactics of this war at the same time. In order to
centralize the direction of the partisan detachments in the
various regions, regional staffs and the staff of the Ist Opera-
tional Zone were set up. On August 15, 1943 the 1st Shock
Brigade was set up.

At the time when the General Staff was formed, the
ANLA was made wup of about 10,000 fighters organized in
permanent partisan detachments. Approximately twice as many
fighters served in the territorial units of liberated villages
and in the guerilla units of the occupied towns and regions.

Another most important measure taken by the General
Staff was the organization of the partisan military power
in the rear areas. The «regional» and «local commands»
served as organs of this power. They exercised the functions
of the people’s police in the liberated zones and were of great
aid and support to the national liberation councils and partisan
detachments.

With the creation of the General Staff, the armed struggle
entered a new stage, the stage of superior organization and
rapid expansion, the stage of the people’s general uprising. All
over the country, National Liberation Army detachments and
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territorial units backed up by the masses of the people, rose
to fight the Italian occupation forces and the German forces
which had just started to enter and move about on Albanian
territory. The General Staff said in one of its orders: «So long
as the armies of the Italian and German invaders have not
capitulated unconditionally, so long as there still remains even
one single armed fascist soldier on the soil of the beloved
Homeland, our war must be carried on with the greatest
severity.»*

In July, August and the beginning of September the libera-
tion war against the Italian occupiers reached its culmination.
The new fighting operations the occupiers organized in Mallakas-
tra and Tepelena ended in ignominious failure. The ANLA
together with the armed people engaged the fascist occupation
army in bloody battles at Pojska (Pogradec); at Burrel,
at Shtama Pass and Buall Pass (Mat); at Zerqan and Sofragan
(Dibra); at Kardhiq, Mashkullora, Libohova and Konispol (Gji-
rokastra); at Llogora and Tragjas (Vlora); at Vithkuq (Korga);
at Re¢ (Shkodra); on the Elbasan-Tirana highway, etc.

Frightened by the general uprising which had erupted all
over the country, in July the fascist invaders proclaimed the
entire Albanian territory an operational zone. The Italian com-
mander-in-chief had to admit that «the majority of the Al-
banian people, without class distinction, have risen against Italy
and against the stationing of our troops in Albania.»** He
urged his headquarters in Rome to increase the number of the
occupation armed forces to enable him to cope with the situa-
tion in Albania.

The ANLA — the People’s Through the General Staff, the
Revolutionary Army Communist  Party  applied the
Marxist-Leninist teachings on the
people’s armed uprising more completely in the conditions of
Albania and solved the fundamental military, political and
organizational problems of the ANLA.
Even after the creation of the General Staff, the National
Liberation Army was obliged to engage mainly in guerilla
warfare, on account of the superiority of the enemy armed

* Order of July, 30, 1943. Documents of the General Staff and the
General Command of the ANLA, vol. 1, p. 32, 1976. Alb. ed.
** Commando 9-a Armata. Notizie mensile, No. 8, Agosto 1943.
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forces in number, and especially in means of warfare, ammuni-
tion, transport, liaison, food and clothing. In these conditions
frontal war would have been fatal to the people’s armed
uprising.

The fighting actions of the partisan detachments and
units ~ were  essentially  attacks  carried out  uninterruptedly
and were outstanding for the masterly use of rapid manoeuvre
and surprise, for the great initiative of the commands of
brigades, groups and Dbattalions, and for the perfect use of
the terrain.

Through its partisan warfare the ANLA accomplished a se-
ries of independent strategic tasks.! The Party had assigned it
the mission of liberating the whole country with its own forces
and, at the same time, of securing the establishment of the
people’s power and serving as armed support of this power.

Such tasks could be accomplished only by a regular army.
This is why the CPA made such great efforts to set up the
ANLA and transform it into a regular army of the Albanian
people.

At first, brigades were to be the biggest formations of
the people’s regular army. The General Staff drew up a
special plan for successively forming a number of brigades
which would gradually include the greater part of the getas,
battalions and groups in the various districts.

With the organization of the ANLA and its uninterrupted
growth the need for trained military and political cadres
also increased. The Party did not possess such cadres. In
wartime conditions, it was impossible for the General Staff and
Council to open officer training schools. Commanders and
commissars were trained in the heat of fierce Dbattle against
the enemy, from the ranks of the workers, peasants and pa-
triotic intellectuals, from the staunchest partisan fighters, the
bravest and most devoted to the cause of the people and
Homeland.

Even after the founding of the General Staff up to the
end of the war, raiding the enemy, the army and the occupiers’
depots was to remain the principal source of supplying the
partisans with arms and ammunition.

As to supplies of food and clothing for the detachments
and units of the Albanian National Liberation Army, these were

1 independently of the various fronts of the Second World War.
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mainly provided by the population of the cities and, especially,
the countryside, while some were captured from the enemy.
Regarding quarters, the partisan fighters were sheltered in the
houses of the peasants and of the city dwellers in the liberated
zones.

The Party attached primary importance to keeping high
the morale in the army. Every partisan fighter was ready to lay
down his life for freedom, for the Homeland and the Com-
munist Party. The fighters’ moral force had its roots in their
high consciousness. They knew well what they were fighting
for, thoroughly understood the correctness of the political
line of the Party, were fully aware of the difficulties,
privations and sacrifices required by the war, and had unshakea-
ble confidence in the victory of the cause they were defending.

The moral figure of the partisan was raised still higher
by his conscious discipline, his love for the people and for his
comrades, his great honesty and exemplary conduct towards the
population, his very great care to safeguard the fine traditions
and customs of our country.

The high moral, political and military qualities of the par-
tisan fighters were durable, for they were based on political
conviction and democracy. Unlike the armies of the past which
had to defend the interests of the reactionary classes, in the
ANLA the rank-and-file enjoyed equal rights and complete
freedom to take part, along with their commanders and political
commissars, in the political life of the country and in the
solution of the various military, political and organizational
problems of the army. All combat actions of the detachments,
the political work, the activity of commanders, the partisans
and cadres’ conduct were submitted to the judgement and
criticism of the collective. The orders of the commands embodied
the demands of the rank-and-file fighters and the people them-
selves. Debates and broad exchanges of opinion were organized
to find the best way to carry out these orders and the decisions
and directives of the Party.

The democracy in the ranks of the ANLA was an expres-
sion of its character as a people’s army and derived from the
principle that the masses play the decisive role as the makers
of history.

This democracy in no way weakened the military discipline,
but, on the contrary, strengthened and made it more conscious;
likewise, it did not damage the centralized leadership, but,
on the contrary, helped in realizing it.
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The masterly use of the tactics of partisan warfare and
the extremely high morale of the ANLA made it possible to
neutralize and overcome the enemy’s superiority in numbers
and means of warfare.

It was the Communist Party which forged the lofty moral,
political and military qualities of the ANLA fighters.

Brigade, group, batallion and company (¢eta) commissars
led the political work of the Party in the army. At the same
time, the political commissars were members of the staffs of
the wvarious partisan fighting units. The deputy commissars
performed  the  duties of  party  secretaries. The  Party
sent most of its best cadres to develop the political work in
the army.

Along with the party organitations, communist youth or-
ganizations were set up in the army with a view to helping
the organs and cells of the Party.

The political commissars and deputy commissars and party
and youth organizations carried out extensive political and
educational work in the partisan fighting units, ensuring the
vanguard role of the communists and of the young communists
in the performance of combat duties. They educated the fighters
in the spirit of patriotism and loyalty to the Homeland, the
people and the Communist Party. They imparted to them the
revolutionary fighting traditions of the Albanian people, Marx-
ist-Leninist ideas, the principles of proletarian internationalism,
love for all the peoples fighting against fascism. They implanted
confidence in victory in the minds of the partisans and the
people, and saw to it that the orders of the General Staff and
various partisan commands were carried out to the letter.

The Communist Party enjoyed the greatest trust and author-
ity among the fighters and cadres of the National Liberation
Army. The Party had won such confidence and authority through
the example the communists set in battle and with their
behaviour.

All the problems of the construction of the army, of its
strategy and tactics and its military actions were solved on
the basis of the directives and instructions of the Central Com-
mittee. Enver Hoxha, the General Secretary of the Party, was
the main organizer, leader and teacher of the ANLA.

The formation of the ANLA was a great political and mili-
tary victory of the Party. The CPA, thus, succeeded in ac-
complishing one of its most decisive and difficult tasks.
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Exposing Sham Patriotism  This victory was achieved not
of the Balli Kombétar only in the heat of battle against

invaders and traitors, but also
through a stern political struggle with internal reaction, with
the Balli Kombétar.

To sabotage the armed struggle against the occupiers, the
Balli Kombétar employed all the means and tricks ever used
by the enemies of the people and revolution: slander, dema-
gogy, frightening people with the «communist bogy», threats,
intrigues, lies, false promises, the foulest murders of commun-
ists, of partisans and people’s council members, secret agreements
with the occupiers to co-ordinate their actions against the rev-
olutionary forces, etc. In some cases, the Balli Kombétar suc-
ceeded in duping whole villages. There were peasants, impelled
or intimidated by the Balli Kombétar, who refused to shelter
the partisan fighters in their villages, to attack the Italian army
during military operations, or to recognize the national libera-
tion councils.

Had such occurrences become widespread, they would have
led to the neutralization of the peasantry, which formed the
basis and main source of the national liberation forces, thus
jeopardizing the wultimate victory in the National Liberation
War. This danger was averted by the resolute and well-pondered
stand and actions taken by the Party, relying on its deep
knowledge of the objective conditions, of the actual situation
in the country.

The overwhelming majority of the peasantry wanted to
fight against the invaders for the liberation of the country.
Only the Communist Party responded to their aspirations with
daily deeds. The Balli Kombétar was opposed to fighting the
fascists. This stand of the Balli Kombétar was in direct opposi-
tion to the aspirations and demands of the peasantry and the
people in general.

In the spring of 1943 a number of peasants misled by the
Balli Kombétar chiefs heeded their «advice» and did not offer
armed resistance to the Italian troops operating in their regions,
and did not leave when the latter entered their villages, believing
that the fascists would do them no actual harm. However, the
fascists burned their villages indiscriminately and barbarously
massacred the men, women and children who had remained
there. This was a bitter lesson for all those who had been
deceived by the reactionaries.
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In order to wreck the National Liberation Front, the Balli
Kombétar worked ever more closely with the occupiers and,
together with them, took part in actions against the national
liberation councils and partisan fighting c¢etas. The Balli Kom-
bétar gangs directly assisted the Italian army in its punitive
operations against the partisans and the people. This line pur-
sued by the Balli Kombétar angered the people.

The Communist Party came out in support of the peasants
in resisting the fascist plunder of their grain, dairy products
and wool. Meanwhile the Balli Kombétar not only advised the
peasants not to oppose handing over their agricultural products
to the invaders and the quisling government, but actually helped
the enemy to rob the peasants of them. With these actions
the Balli Kombétar grew increasingly apart from the masses.

Through extensive political work, the Communist Party
propagated its line, the program of the National Liberation
Front, denounced the manoeuvres of the fascist enslavers and
Albanian traitors, exposed the substance and the real aim of
each action and stand taken by the Balli Kombétar chiefs and
gangs against the Albanian nation and people.

Thus the Albanian peasants were gradually convinced
through their own experience that real victory over the fascist
invaders and the traitors could be achieved only under the
leadership of the Communist Party. The peasants were realizing
ever more deeply that their age-long dream of liberty and land
could be achieved only with the Party, whereas the Balli
Kombétar wanted by no means to do away with oppression
and exploitation.

The more the demagogy and treachery of the Balli Kom-
bétar was exposed, the more the peasants and representatives
of the other strata of the population rallied around the Com-
munist Party. The masses of the people throughout Albania
derided the Balli Kombétar wait-and-see tactics with satires
such as: «Once there was a big grey ass which waited and
didn’t crop grass», and nicknamed it «Bishti = kombé&tar»
(bisht = tail).

The Mukje Agreement The situation that had arisen
Rejected required  that  everything  pos-

sible should be done to avert
a fratricidal war, which was being instigated in various ways
by the fascist occupiers. On the proposal of the Central Com-
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mittee of the CPA, this question was taken up at the session
of the General Council in July 1943. The Council decided to
make a final attempt to turn the Balli Kombétar, as an organ-
ization, from its road of betrayal and draw it into the National
Liberation War. For this purpose, a delegation was appointed
to negotiate with the Balli Kombétar chiefs on the following
points: The Balli Kombétar was to join in the war against the
invaders immediately and to cease its fight against the
National Liberation Movement and the Communist Party; it
was to purge its ranks of fascists, bandits and criminals; it was
to recognize the national liberation councils; through struggle
and efforts against fascism to lay the basis for holding a na-
tional conference, in which the Balli Kombétar would parti-
cipate, and where all questions of wunity would be discussed
and solved.

The first meeting with the Balli Kombétar chiefs took place
in Tapiza near Tirana, and the second one in Mukje near
Kruja on August Ist-2nd.

The Ballist chiefs agreed to meet the delegation of the
National Liberation General Council for the sole aim of streng-
thening their position which had been severely shaken by the
exposure of their treachery and seize political power when Italy
capitulated, which, following the downfall of Mussolini, on
July 25 was, obviously only a matter of days.

In the discussions, Ymer Dishnica, member of the Political
Bureau of the Central Committee, who led the delegation, gave
way under the pressure and demagogy of the reactionary bour-
geoisie and the landlords. Instead of staunchly defending the
line of the Communist Party and taking the correct stand
agreed upon by the General Council towards the Balli Kombé-
tar, in Mukje he accepted an agreement which was in direct
opposition to the interests of the National Liberation War and
the Albanian people. Another member of the delegation, Mus-
tafa Gjinishi, played an extremely negative role, coming out
at this meeting as an ardent supporter of the claims of the
reactionary bourgeoisie.

The Mukje Agreement regarded the Balli Kombétar, which
had sabotaged the National Liberation War and helped the
occupiers in various ways, as a fighter against fascism on an
equal footing with the National Liberation Front. Instead of
demanding that the Balli Kombétar join in the war against the
occupiers, Ymer Dishnica and Mustafa Gjinishi agreed to the
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demagogic demands of the Balli Kombétar for the «proclama-
tion of independence» and for the «overthrow of the fascist
assembly of April 12», in which almost all the Balli Kombétar
chiefs had participated and which had never been recognized
by the people. They accepted the «ethnical Albania» hoax, a
weapon of the fascists and reactionaries to beguile the Albanian
people into forgetting who their main enemy was at that time
and to stir up antagonisms against the neighbouring peoples.
They accepted the proposal of the reactionaries to set up a
«Committee for the Salvation of Albania» with equal numbers
of representatives from the Balli Kombétar and the National
Liberation Front. This committee was to be vested with the
attributes of a provisional government.

The General Council and the state power of the national
liberation councils, which arose from the people’s revolutionary
struggle, were completely forgotten. Without any authorization
from the General Council and the Central Committee of the
Party, Ymer Dishnica and Mustafa Gjinishi gave their approval
to a proclamation of the «Committee for the Salvation of Al-
bania», through which the people were informed of the Mukje
decisions. Thus they fell completely into the reactionaries’
trap.

The Communist Party of Albania was not against any
agreement with the Balli Kombétar. It had striven hard to draw
the Balli Kombétar into the war against the foreign occupiers
and, on this basis, to unite with the National Liberation Front,
had conducted negotiations and accepted the formation of
«co-ordinating commissions» for the war against fascism, and
so on. When the General Council decided, in July 1943, to
conduct negotiations with the Balli Kombétar chiefs, it was a
last attempt to turn the Balli Kombétar organization away
from the road of betrayal to that of the war against the oc-
cupiers. This attempt had to be made in the interests of the
Homeland and the National Liberation War. But the Mukje
Agreement violated the interests of the people and of the
Homeland. It confused the people and drew their attention away
from the war against the occupiers, giving the idea of a false
union reached through bargainings from above. The Mukje
Agreement wrote off the great victories achieved in the anti-
fascist war under the leadership of the Communist Party and
even worse, paved the way for political power to pass into
the hands of the reactionary bourgeosiec who had not fired
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a shot and had not wundertaken to fight against the foreign
enslavers, but on the contrary, had collaborated with them and
were actually doing so. Therefore, such an agreement was a
betrayal of the people and the revolution.

For this reason, on the initiative of Comrade Enver Hoxha,
the Central Committee and the entire Party, immediately
and without hesitation, rejected the Mukje Agreement.

Right from the moment he had received the first document
couched in ambiguous terms, the General Secretary of the Party,
Enver Hoxha wunderstood that at the Mukje Meeting, «the or-
chestra had played under the baton of the Balli Kombétary,
and expressing great concern, instructed Ymer Dishnica: «...do
not forget the interests of our Party. It must continue to be
the organizer and leader of the National Liberation War, must
remain as such and not become a faction in this war»*

When the treachery became quite clear, he called the agree-
ment «a complete capitulation to the Balli Kombétar,» and
wrote to Ymer Dishnica: «You have fallen totally into the posi-
tions of the Balli Kombétar...» This agreement, which «com-
pletely violates our political line is denounced by the Central
Committee. »**

While informing the communists of this grave violation
of the decisions of the General Council and the political line
of the Party, the Central Committee expressed its determination
not to agree in any way whatsoever to share the fruits of the
liberation war of the Albanian people and the people’s demo-
cratic power with the Balli Kombétar or any other opponents
of this war and this power.

The submission of Ymer Dishnica and Mustafa Gjinishi
enabled the Balli Kombétar to use the Mukje Agreement in
their fight against the Communist Party and to cause confusion
in the ranks of the people. The party organizations had to do
extensive explanatory work to expose the reactionary content
of the said agreement and the objectives of the Balli Kom-
bétar chiefs to seize the fruits of the liberation war of the
Albanian people, with the help of the occupiers.

* Enver Hoxha, Letter addressed to Ymer Dishnica, August 6, 1943,
Works, vol. 1, p. 334, Alb. ed.
** Tbidem, p. 340.
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The  National Liberation In order to further strengthen
Councils — the Only Peo- the unity of the Albanian people
ple’s Power in their anti-fascist war, the 2nd

National Liberation Conference
was held in Labinot from the 4th to 9th September, 1943.

The Conference took up the question of the people’s de-
mocratic power as its principal issue. With the deepening of
the revolutionary process of the war this question was assuming
ever greater importance, the more so when the Balli Kom-
bétar and reaction in general were exerting every effort to
take state power into their hands.

Under these circumstances the Conference launched the
slogan: «The national liberation councils should be recognized
as the sole people’s power in Albania.»*

The 2nd National Liberation Conference adopted a series
of measures to strengthen and extend the democratic basis
of and centralize the people’s power in Albania. It increased
the General Council from 7 (elected at the Conference of Peza)
to 62 members. It worked out and adopted the Constitution
and Regulations of the national liberation councils, as docu-
ments of constitutional importance. It was decided to set up
executive  organs with  their  administrative-economic  apparatus
at the General Council and the regional councils.

The Conference recognized the Anti-fascist Youth Union,
the Anti-fascist Womens’ Union, the Union of Anti-fascist
University Students (recently created under the guidance of
the Communist Party) as integral parts of the National Libera-
tion Front and ordered that they must be given the greatest
possible help. Those were mass organizations which included
the youth and women from different classes and strata of
the country, and had no program other than that of the
Front.

At the Conference of Labinot the Mukje Agreement was
publicly condemned as an act that violated the fundamental
principles of the Conference of Peza and was contrary to the
interests of the war and the unity of the Albanian people.

Since the Balli Kombétar continued its hostile activity
against the  National  Liberation = Movement and  pursued

* Resolution of the 2nd National Liberation Conference, September
8, 1943. Documents of the supreme organs of the national liberation
people’s power, p. 58, Alb. ed.
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its collaboration with the Italian fascists, the Conference decided
to take a clear-cut stand against it: to expose its anti-na-
tional and anti-people’s policy, to denounce its demagogic slogans
of unity, its attempts to sow discord and instigate fratricidal
war. At the same time, the Conference gave the instruction
that efforts must continue to utilize every opportunity to
collaborate with the Balli Kombétar and other political currents
outside the National Liberation Movement, but only on the
basis of the decisions of the Conference of Peza, and above
all, on the basis of participation in the uncompromising and
relentless war against the invaders, and their recognition of the
national liberation councils as the sole people’s power.

Such a stand would open the eyes of those who had been
duped and would drive them apart from the reactionary -chiefs.

The Conference of Labinot did not foster any hopes that
the Balli Kombétar would abandon its course of betrayal. It
pointed out to the people that the Balli Kombétar chiefs were
going further down the road of collaboration with the occupiers
and open war against the National Liberation Movement.

Supporting the decisions of the Conference of Labinot, the
Central Committee of the CPA instructed the regional com-
mittees: «...We must present the Balli Kombétar clearly to the
people as splitters and inciters of fratricidal war, must ensure
that the people see that the policy of the Balli Kombétar will
lead to armed clashes between us and so the whole people will
revolt against this and the historic responsibility... for such
a thing will fall, as it should,... on the Balli Kombétar; we
must prepare ourselves, prepare the whole National Liberation
Movement and the people for a battle with the Balli Kombétar;
the Balli Kombétar is preparing for this battle and must not
find us unprepared...»*

On the last day of the Conference, the news of the
capitulation of fascist Italy was received. This event changed
the situation in Albania. In the new situation fresh tasks
emerged for the Communist Party of Albania.

* Directives of the CC of the CPA, September 10, 1943. Principal
Documents of the PLA, vol. 1, p. 196, Alb. ed.
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6. INTENSIFYING THE WAR AGAINST THE NEW
GERMAN INVADERS AND CRUSHING REACTION

The capitulation of fascist Italy was announced on Septem-
ber 8, 1943.

The Albanian people, who for four and a half years had
waged a fierce war to throw off the yoke of the Italian invaders,
had made their own valuable direct contribution to this victory.

The New Situation after The General Staff, in compliance
the Capitulation of Italy with the capitulation agreement,

and the Country’s Occu- immediately called on the Italian
pation by the German occupation army either to sur-
Nazis render its arms or to join the

ANLA and fight against Hitlerite
Germany. The Italian commander-in-chief, however, did not
respond to this call. He ordered the Italian troops in Albania
to surrender to the Germans. Only some 15,000 Italian officers
and men disobeyed this order and surrendered to the ANLA.
The Communist Party of Albania saw to it that all those who
surrendered were received everywhere in a fraternal ~manner,
despite the atrocities the Italian fascist army had committed
in Albania. Those responsible for the atrocities would be
brought to account and severely punished during or after the
war, whenever they were caught.

Of the Italian soldiers who surrendered to the ANLA,
about 1,500 men agreed to join the ranks of the Albanian
partisan units and fight arms in hand against German nazis.
The «Antonio Gramsci» Battalion was formed as part of the
Ist Shock Brigade of the Albanian National Liberation Army.
The Italian soldiers who did not wish to fight were sheltered
in the liberated zones of the country, where they were hospit-
ably received by the Albanian peasants, in spite of the
extraordinary economic difficulties they were up against.

In place of the Italian invaders in Albania came the
German aggressors. They were met with fierce fighting every-
where. On the Struga-Librazhd highway, at Drashovica near
Vlora, at the Kardhiq Bridge near Gjirokastra, along the
Elbasan-Tirana highway, at Kruja, Konispol, Delvina and Sa-
randa, at Bilisht, along the Korca-Leskovik highway, and at
other places, detachments of the National Liberation Army
inflicted heavy losses on the new invaders and prevented them
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from deploying over the entire territory of Albania. Most of
the regions and a number of towns remained free.

The German invaders stationed an armed force of about
70,000 men in Albania. Once established here they assumed the
task of crushing the National Liberation Movement and of
making Albania a satellite of Germany. To attain this
objective, the nazis at first used a tactic aimed at disguis-
ing the occupation regime and at deceiving the people with
the idea that they had won their «national independence» and
that «a sovereign Albanian state had been created.» They
loudly proclaimed that they had come «as friends» just to
«liberate  Albania from the Italian yoke»; that the German
army «would guarantee the independence of the Albanian
people, if they would give their assistance in the war against
communism»! They called on all those who had taken to the
mountains to surrender their weapons and return to their
homes, as their mission had been accomplished with the help
of the German army! The Hitlerites instigated and aided the
traitors to proclaim «the secession of Albania from Italy»
and to create the organs of «the independent Albanian state»
such as the «Executive Committee, the «Regency», the «Al-
banian  government», the «Albanian army», the «Albanian
gendarmerie», and so on. This manoeuvre was loudly pro-
pagated by the reactionaries.

But no matter what tactics they resorted to, the Hitlerites
could by no means conceal the aggression they had committeed
against Albania. The Communist Party had made it clear
long ago to the Albanian people that the German nazis were
the most ferocious enemies of mankind. On the first day they
set foot on Albanian soil in July 1943, they razed the village
of Borova to the ground and massacred the entire population,
even the infants in cradles.

Neither were the Germans able to conceal the establish-
ment of a barbarous occupation regime in Albania. Along with
their  statements about «respecting» and  «guaranteeing»  the
national independence of Albania, they issued proclamations
on the disarming of the whole population, on shooting or
hanging from 10 to 30 Albanians for every German soldier
killed, for every act of sabotage, for all concealed weapons,
military  materials or food-stuffs! A curfew was imposed
throughout the country. The Regency and the quisling govern-
ment could take mno decision without the approval of the
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German occupation command. The Hitlerites seized the Na-
tional Bank and all the economic resources of the country.

The Albanian people, under the leadership of the Commun-
ist Party, were not deceived by the nazi demagogy. They
carried on their struggle against the new aggressors with even
greater vigour. Before one month had passed the Hitlerites
were fully convinced that the Albanian people were mortal
enemies to them as well as to any collaborationist Regency and
Albanian government.

In the autumn of 1943 the ANLA detachments and units
launched powerful attacks on the Hitlerite troops and reac-
tionary forces throughout the country. On October 18, the
ANLA  artillery shelled the quisling assembly convened on
the initiative of the German command. On that same day, the
CPA distributed in Tirana leaflets with the heading: «How
do the Albanian people reply to the Gestapo assembly? WITH
GUN I»*

Besides the battles fought by the ANLA, various actions
were carried out by guerilla units in occupied regions and
cities. These actions became more frequent and better organized.

The Central Committee of the CPA took great care to
ensure that war against the new invaders was waged unremit-
tingly and more fiercely throughout the country. The moment
it was informed that the Berat Regional Staff led by Gjin
Marku had allowed the German soldiers to enter the liberated
town of Berat for a short time, it described this act as a
crime and sternly condemned it. «We might have expected
anything from a partisan command,» Comrade Enver Hoxha
wrote at that time to the Berat Regional Staff, «but to come
to terms, even for a single minute, with the greatest enemy
of our people and mankind, this was beyond our imagina-
tion... Even if you were to lose the entire army, even if the
whole work already achieved were to be imperilled, never at
any time should you have come to terms with the barbarous
nazis.y**

A new situation arose in Albania following the occupation

* Proclamations and leaflets of the CPA, 1941-1944, p. 310, 1962
Alb. ed.

** Letter addressed to the Berat Regional Staff, November 5, 1943.
Documents of the General Staff.., 1976, vol. 1, p. 145, Alb. ed.
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of the country by German troops. The distinctive feature of
this situation was the gathering of all reactionary groups, trends
and forces around the new occupiers and their going over to
open general war against the National Liberation Movement.

Internal reaction felt more and more incapable of coping
with the situation with its own forces. The helplessness of the
reactionaries and the concurrence of their objectives with those
of the German invaders made the Albanian traitors openly
seek the backing and protection of the nazis and put their
forces under German command.

Crushing Internal Reac- The Balli Kombétar, the clan

tion — an Indispensable chieftains, the top clergy, espe-
Condition for Successfully cially the Catholic clergy, and all
Fighting the Invaders the fascist politicians immediately

aligned themselves with the Ger-
man invaders. Leaders of the Balli Kombétar, the represen-
tatives of the clergy and other reactionary trends took offices
in the Regency, the government and other high organs of the
quisling administration.

Now that the Balli Kombétar, proceeding further down
the road of treachery, had gone over openly, together with the
German nazis, to war against the National Liberation Move-
ment, the Communist Party and the General Council were
obliged to reply to this tool of the occupiers with armed strug-
gle. «Unity with the Balli Kombétar is now out of the ques-
tion and there can be no more talk of it. Now the question
is the destruction of the Balli Kombétar,»* instructed the
Central Committee of the CPA.

Precisely at this time the treachery of Abaz Kupi and
the Zogites became apparent. Having refused to take part in
the Conference of Labinot, Abaz Kupi deserted the National
Liberation Front. He had joined the Front with the ulterior
motive of enhancing Zog’s credit and hindering the growth of
the authority, the influence and the leading role of the Communist
Party. He had always acted according to the instructions of the
British imperialists, who, by means of the Zogites, aimed a secur-
ing control of the National Liberation Movement and post-war

* Letter of the General Committee of the CPA, October 1, 1943.
Principal Documents of the PLA, vol. 1, p. 211, Alb. ed.
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Albania. Having been unable to achieve this aim Abaz Kupi
thought, following the capitulation of Italy, that the propitious
moment had come to annihilate the National Liberation Front
and the Communist Party. With the aid of the British, in
September he announced the formation of the «Zogite party»
which a month later assumed the name Legaliteti (Legality). In
November a so-called congress of that organization was convened.
The Legaliteti undertook the task of alienating the Albanian peo-
ple from the Communist Party and uniting them around itself
so as to restore the regime of Zog. Accordingly, the Zogites
launched an extensive propaganda campaign publicizing this
as the only «legaly regime, idealizing it as a «regime of liberty,
of tranquillity, order, peace and justice! They demanded that
the various political parties, including the National Liberation
Movement and the Communist Party, rally under the banner
of the Legaliteti! At the same time Abaz Kupi joined forces
with the quisling government and the Balli Kombétar and
relied on the German invaders for support.

The nazis were willing to give Abaz Kupi and the Legaliteti
all their aid and support, although they well knew that these
were tools in the hands of the British. The Hitlerites and
the Zogites were united by their immediate common objective,
to destroy the Communist Party and put down the National
Liberation Movement.

The Communist Party strove hard, using every possible
means to persuade Abaz Kupi and the Zogites to give up their
inimical stand toward the National Liberation Movement and
to join in the war against the Germans, as part of the National
Liberation Front. After the formation of the Legaliteti was
announced, the CPA made it clear once again that it was not
opposed to the creation of a Zogite party or any other political
party in the country, but any party which might be created
must fight against the invaders and take part in the common
National Liberation Front.

In the concrete circumstances, no party, no organization
and no armed force outside the National Liberation Front could
remain neutral, but was absolutely bound to serve the enemy.
Therefore, all the efforts of Abaz Kupi to carry out the instruc-
tion of the British to avoid appearing as a collaborator of the
German invaders, were in vain. At the beginning of December,
the National Liberation General Council, after due deliberation
on the criminal and anti-national activity of Abaz Kupi, decided
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officially to expel him from the General Council and the Genera]
Staff. At the same time, it issued instructions that he should
be denounced as an enemy of the Albanian people, and the
Legaliteti as a traitor organization.

The going over of all reaction to open armed struggle,
together with the German occupiers, against the ANLA and the
National Liberation Front, showed that a deep differentiation
of the internal political class forces had taken place. The rev-
olutionary movement sorted out these forces into two blocs,
mortal enemies to each other. On the one side was the overwhel-
ming majority of the Albanian people — the working class, the
poor and middle peasantry, the petty bourgeoisie and most of
the medium bourgeoisiec of the cities, the patriotic intellectuals,
united and organized in the National Liberation Front under
the leadership of the Communist Party. The Front was based
on the armed popular masses and had the National Liberation
Army as its principal striking force, while its external support
was the Anti-fascist World War, first and foremost, the Great
Patriotic War of the Soviet Union. On the other side were the
landlords, the clan chieftains, the reactionary bourgeoisie, most
of the rich peasants, the reactionary intellectuals and clergy
gathered in heterogeneous organizations and groups which had
no sound connections between them. Reaction had the detach-
ments of the gendarmerie and the bands of the Balli Kombé-
tar, the Zogites and clan chieftains as its armed force. The
reactionary organizations and armed forces did not constitute
a separate independent bloc; they were part of the Hitlerite
front and relied mainly on the support of the invaders.

In these circumstances, the Communist Party issued the
directive to destroy all the reactionary organizations and armed
forces outside the National Liberation Front by force of arms,
describing the war against reaction as part of a general war
against the invaders. The General Staff gave the partisan
detachments and units orders to clear all the liberated regions
of reactionaries. The war could not be brought to success and
victory achieved over the German nazis without, at the same
time, fighting the lackeys of the nazis.

The broad masses of the people immediately supported the
Party’s call to wipe out the Balli Kombétar, the Legaliteti and
the other reactionary forces. They themselves demanded such
action, because through their own experience they had been
convinced of the treachery of these organizations.
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While it was compelled to wage war against the Balli
Kombétar and the Legaliteti, the CPA did not retreat from its
general line laid down at the Meeting of its foundation and
at its 1Ist National Conference. The national liberation cha-
racter of the war and the principle of uniting the entire Al-
banian people in the National Liberation Front without dis-
crimination as to class, political opinion, religious belief or
region, was carefully observed as before. The National
Liberation Front remained open to all those Balli Kombétar
adherents, Zogites and gendarmes who had not stained their
hands with blood and who withdrew from the ranks of the
reactionary  organizations and armed forces. Instructions were
issued that unceasing efforts should be made to detach the
misled from their treacherous leaders.

Above all, the Party was consistently careful to ensure
that the war against the German occupiers who always re-
mained the chief enemy, continued without let-up, and that it
was not transformed into a civil war, a thing that the Hitlerite
enslavers were striving in every way to bring about, just as the
Italian fascists had done -earlier.

No  Foreign Interference In the autumn of 1943 the
in the National Liberation Anti-fascist National Liberation
War War of the Albanian people was

confronted  with  another threat
which came from the Anglo-American allies.

In May 1943 representatives of the Anglo-American Mediter-
ranean Command had come (uninvited) to Albania. A British
military mission was attached to the General Staff, to be fol-
lowed later by an American military mission. There were British
officers attached to some partisan commands as well. They pres-
ented their coming to Albania as something dictated by the
common military interests in the war against Hitlerite Ger-
many, and undertook, in words only, to aid the ANLA with
arms and other necessary war materials. In reality they came
to Albania mainly for political aims. Proceeding from these
aims, they carried out subversive activity and became an
obstacle to the war against the invaders and their tools in
Albania. The Anglo-Americans gave the greater part of their
aid to the opponents of the National Liberation Movement, to
the reactionary forces. They attached special military missions
to these forces and supplied them with arms, ammunition,
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clothing, and gold. When the Balli Kombétar and the Legaliteti
united with the Germans against the National Liberation
Front, the British and American military missions neither de-
parted from them nor cut off their aid. The Anglo-American
Mediterranean Command began to exert great pressure on the
General Staff not to launch any attacks on the reactionary
forces. It demanded that the British and American officers
should be recognized as arbiters in the internal affairs of the
Albanian people.

As was proved in practice, the governments of Great
Britain and the USA had not the least intention of giving real
aid to the national liberation movements in the Balkans. They
aimed solely at preventing the victory of people’s revolutionary
forces, at destroying the authority and the influence of the
communist  parties, and establishing  Anglo-American  control
in the Balkan countries.

The Communist Party saw in the Anglo-American inter-
ference a threat to the victory of the revolution and national
independence, and without any hesitation took a resolute stand
against it. The General Staff issued a blunt warning to the
allied missions to give up interfering in the internal political
and military affairs of Albania and obstructing the prosecution
of the Albanian people’s war against the Hitlerite invaders and
their servants. All the British and American officers who
continued to collaborate with the reactionary forces would be
regarded as enemies. The Central Committee instructed the
regional party committees that the allied military missions «must
not interfere in our internal affairs and must in no way be
regarded as arbiters between us and reaction. If our war
against reaction is agreeable to them, so much the better,
otherwise the door is wide open for them to leave.n*

Any allied representative who did not comply with the prin-
ciple of non-interference in our internal affairs would be
escorted to the General Headquarters and be expelled from
Albanian soil.

This resolute and correct revolutionary stand toward the
Anglo-American  allies had very great importance for the
further development of the National Liberation War and for
the fate of the people’s revolution.

* Directive of the CC of the CPA, November, 3, 1943. Principal
Documents of the PLA, vol. 1, p. 232, Alb. ed.
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First and Foremost Streng- The strengthening of the rev-
then the State Power and olutionary state power and
the ANLA the  National Liberation  Army

had decisive importance not
only for smashing the plans of the new German invaders and
traitors, but also for foiling the counter-revolutionary plans
which the Anglo-Americans would try to carry out in case of
a landing of their troops in Albania or through their agencies
and military missions.

Following the failure of the Mukje Agreement — the most
perilous attempt to undermine the power of the people’s councils
and the leading role of the Communist Party, reaction resorted
to new means to destroy that power. The national liberation
councils were to be annihilated by the force of arms. In their
stead, with the connivance and support of the German invaders,
the former state power of the landowners and the bourgeoisie was
to be re-established. The nazis unreservedly supported the idea of
the Zog regime put forward by the Legaliteti. This was clearly
demonstrated by the fact that they had established the quisling
«Regency», had appointed Zogites to top posts in the collabora-
tionist government and gendarmerie, by the freedom the Legaliteti
enjoyed to publish and to distribute its press organs and carry
on its activity in the cities and regions occupied by German
troops. The reinstatement of the Zog regime was supported
particularly by the British and American governments. At the
time, Churchill held talks in London with Zog on the creation
of a royal Albanian government in exile.

The Communist Party and the Albanian people dealt crush-
ing blows to these manoeuvres. Confronted with this situation,
the Central Committee instructed: «The first question to be
taken up is that of state power..., the establishment of the
national liberation councils everywhere, their strengthening and
their protection from any attempt on the part of the Balli
Kombétar or any other party to sabotage them, or to combat
them overtly. On this matter, there should be no ambiguity:
there should exist no other power than that of the national
liberation councils. This issue brooks no compromise or duality.»*

The Berat and Gjirokastra  Regional Committees were

*Letter of the CC of the CPA, October 1, 1943. Principal Docu-
ments of the PLA, vol. 1, p. 204, Alb. ed.
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severely criticized because they did hot take immediate steps,

after the capitulation of fascist Italy, to do away with the ap-
paratus of the former regime in their liberated cities, but allowed
this apparatus to come under the control of the Balli Kom-
bétar and be used by it. After this criticism, the mistake was
corrected immediately in line with the instructions of the Cen-
tral Committee.

The party organizations carried out widespread propaganda
and agitation work to expose the old regime as a regime of
misery and oppression. They made it even clearer to the masses
of the people that no one relinquishes or gives you state power
if you do not seize it by force, that the Albanian people them-
selves would decide their own destiny with the arms in their
hands, that they would not allow the Zog regime to be imposed
on them, that the British and Americans had no right to interfere
in the question of the regime, nor in any other political and
military affairs of the Albanian people.

To strengthen the people’s power, a series of measures
were taken on the basis of the decisions of the 2nd National
Liberation Conference and the Constitution and Regulations of
the People’s Councils, which were approved at this Conference.
In all the liberated cities and regions elections for new national
liberation councils were organized and in some regions regional
national liberation conferences were held. The people’s councils
were purged of wavering individuals. They were broadened and
strengthened. The governmental activity of the General Council
and of the councils in the liberated regions, zones and cities
was improved and invigorated through setting up executive
organs and the  administrative-economic  apparatus  attached
to them.

The national liberation councils had the strong support of
the masses of the people in all their activity.

The unity of the masses around the Party and the national
liberation councils was cemented still more by the setting up of
councils of the Anti-fascist Youth and the Anti-fascist Women
throughout the country.

The main problem of the National Liberation War, on
which  the achievement of national independence and the
establishment of the people’s power depended, continued to be
the strengthening of the army. Complying with the instructions
issued by the Central Committee in the autumn of 1943, the
majority of the party members and young communists joined
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the ranks of the ANLA. Thousands of young men and women
from the ranks of the peasants, workers and students responded
to the call of the Communist Party to swell the ranks of the
partisan fighting detachments.

By July 10, 1943 the ANLA had doubled in size. Two new
shock brigades — the 2nd and the 3rd, were formed in the
following autumn.

The General Staff led the fighting operations, carefully
directed and supervised the implementation of its plans for
the formation of new brigades, groups and battalions, for the
training of cadres and for securing supplies of food and clothing
for the winter. It criticized and put on the right road those
partisan commands which violated or did not carry out skilfully
the requirements of revolutionary partisan warfare. It drew
valuable lessons from errors committed by various detachments
and units and instructed all the partisan staffs and commands
to apply these lessons. The General Staff severely criticized
particularly some partisan commanders who undertook no as-
saults, but waited in position for the enemy to come. It drew
important lessons from the attempts of the German command
to apply the tactics of anti-partisan warfare. The measures taken
brought about the complete failure of all these enemy plans.
The attempts of the German nazis to pin down the partisan
detachments in frontal battles also failed.

The successful prosecution of the war against the new Ger-
man invaders, the expansion and consolidation of the people’s
power, still further enhanced the authority of the Communist
Party of Albania. The efforts of the Hitlerites, internal reaction
and the Anglo-American imperialist reaction to isolate the
Party from the people met with failure, too. The masses of
the people became more conscious of the need to wage an
uncompromising war against the enemy through to final victory.

It was natural that the German invaders and the traitors
would not be reconciled to this situation, that they would strive
with all their might to change it to their advantage by launching
relentless attacks on the Communist Party and the ANLA.

The Central Committee warned the party organizations not
to become intoxicated by success, to look at the situation objec-
tively and assess it correctly, taking care not to be caught
unawares, to prepare their members, the partisan fighters and
the people as a whole to face the great difficulties which lay
ahead. Above all, the Party should be made as strong as steel.
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«The burden on our Party is exceptionally heavy, and if we
are to bear it and come out victorious we must have a sound
and healthy backbone, must have our Party organized and
strong, must have comrades with high political consciousness
and military skill, capable of facing any eventuality without
losing their bearings in these difficult and crucial moments and
situations.»*

7. THE CPA — ORGANIZER OF THE HEROIC STRUGGLE
OF THE ALBANIAN PEOPLE TO FOIL THE ENEMY’S
PLANS IN THE WINTER OF 1943-1944

In order to liquidate the Communist Party, the National
Liberation Movement and their armed force — the National
Liberation Army, the German invaders decided to organize a ge-
neral offensive with the backing of the traitors.

The Failure of the Enemy’s In this offensive the German
Winter General Offensive Command engaged four divisions

and several thousands of Ballists
and Zogites, totalling about 45,000 men.

The ANLA was about 20,000 strong at that time. However,
knowing that not only the partisans but the entire people
were opposed to them, the Hitlerite occupiers considered their
forces insufficient to carry out their general offensive by means
of a single immediate operation. They considered it more con-
venient to carry out a number of operations one after another
in different areas of the country, to eliminate the National
Liberation War of the Albanian people piece-meal.

The first of the series of operations was mounted in Peza
in November 1943. After their operation in Peza, the enemy
undertook operations in Dibra and Mallakastra (also in Novem-
ber), in the Shushica valley and in the Cermenika-Shéngjergj-
Martanesh area (in December), in the Korca-Berat area (in
January 1944) and in the regions of Vlora and Gjirokastra
(January-February). The enemy’s general offensive ended with
their operation in the Gjakova Highlands (February).

* Directive of the CC of the CPA, November 3, 1943, Principal
Documents of the PLA, vol. 1, p. 231, Alb. ed.
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In each case, simultaneous attacks converging on the centre
of the operational zone were launched from several directions
by troops many times superior to the partisan forces in that
area.

At the same time, the enemies also carried out operations
in the main cities of the country — Vlora, Durrés, Elbasan,
Shkodra, Korca, Tirana, etc.,, which were under occupation.
Through special operations, the enemies occupied the cities of
Pogradec, Berat, Peshkopia, Dibra e Madhe, Gjirokastra, etc.,
which had been liberated in the first days after the capitulation
of fascist Italy.

Everywhere the enemy troops encountered the heroic resis-
tance of the partisans and the people. Although in extremely
difficult conditions, facing an enemy three to four times superior
in number and incomparably superior in fighting equipment,
the detachments and wunits of the Albanian National Liberation
Army never allowed the enemy to penetrate into the liberated
areas without fierce fighting. The overwhelming majority of
partisan brigades and groups, as well as territorial Dbattalions
remained  compact, preserved their  fighting capability and
readiness, manoeuvred adroitly to break out of encirclement and
emerged, on the rear and flanks of the enemy, while at the
same time, dealing them shattering surprise blows and forcing
them to retreat.

The enemy general offensive of the winter of 1943-1944 had
the most serious consequences for the National Liberation Army
in Central and Northern Albania. The Hitlerite troops together
with the reactionary bands inflicted heavy losses on the par-
tisan Dbattalions of the Elbasan and Dibra regions, of the Kruja,
Mat and Tirana districts, on the 2nd and 3rd Brigades. Never-
theless, the partisans in Central and Northern Albania were not
wiped out. After the operation, they were obliged to operate
in small formations in the zones occupied or cut off by the
enemy. Despite its losses, the Peza Group preserved its main
forces, wvaliantly resisted five operations mounted by the Ger-
mans and traitors, and made their operational zone an invincible
fortress.

The leadership of the Central Committee and General Staff
members with Comrade Enver Hoxha found themselves in a very
dangerous situation, cut off by the enemy in the Cermenika-Shén-
gjergj-Martanesh zone. The nazis, the Balli Kombétar, and the
Zogites left no means unexploited to detect and destroy the
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leadership of the National Liberation War. But they did not
succeed. Many peasants knew the places where they were
sheltered, but no one of them was intimidated by the enemy’s
threats into betraying the Communist Party and the General
Staff. The leaders of the Party and of the people coped with
the exceptional difficulties heroically and unperturbed and,
with the help of the local peasants, broke out of the encircle-
ment without suffering any losses.

The German invaders accompanied their great offensive
with a reign of terror unprecedented in Albania. They looted
entire villages and reduced them to ashes. Thousands of men,
women, old people and children were shot, slaughtered, burned
alive, imprisoned or sent to extermination camps. All the Al-
banian cities were turned into real concentration camps. At
any time of the day or night the German nazis, the gendarmes
and the Balli Kombétar broke down doors, ransacked homes,
plundered everything they could lay their hands on, took away
men and women, young and old, beat and killed them out of
hand, and threw their bodies into the streets and ditches. They
loaded horses with the bodies of partisan fighters they
had captured or had dug out of their graves and paraded them
through the streets or exhibited them in market places. On the
day of the great massacre of February 4 in Tirana, the enemies
wrote in their daily press: «Bleeding is a radical cure for the
infected. Blood must flow in torrents through the streets of
Tirana, if we are to re-establish peace and tranquility. One day
of terror ensures ten years of tranquility.» However, the reign
of terror against the Albanian people did not gain the Hitlerite
killers and the Albanian traitors even one minute of tranquility.
Far from being extinguished, the flames of the insurgent libera-
tion movement in the cities rose even higher.

Besides terror and plunder, the German nazis and the
reactionaries tried to force the people into laying down their
arms through starvation. They sealed off the cities and grain
producing villages to stop even a grain of corn or wheat getting
to the partisan bases in the mountains. But this attempt, too,
met with failure.

In order to  disorientate the people, the invaders
and their stooges more than once made sensational announce-
ments that the partisans had been routed and the Communist
Party wiped out. But precisely at this time, the National Li-
beration Army seized the operational initiative and passed to
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the counter-offensive. Within February and March the partisan
fighting groups and wunits in Southern Albania cleared nearly
all the regions that the German and reactionary forces had
penetrated during the operation. The heroic march of a part of
the 1st Brigade (February-March) deep into the enemy rear
through the Cermenika, Golloborda, Mat, Shéngjergj, Peza and
Dumre regions strengthened the confidence of the people in the
ANLA and helped to invigorate the National Liberation Move-
ment in the northern regions of the country.

The insurgent people and their National Liberation Army
smashed the general offensive launched by the occupiers and
traitors in the winter of 1943-1944. More than 1,000 fighters were
killed in the battle, died from their wounds, exposure to cold or
illness, but the ranks of the National Liberation Army were
neither thinned nor weakened. On the contrary, they were
increased and strengthened. The implementation of the plan
of the General Staff to set up new brigades was not interrupted.
The 4th, 5th, 6th and 7th Brigades were set up during that
winter. In the battles with the enemy, in the hardships and
sufferings, the morale of the National Liberation Army was
tempered to an unprecendented degree. The commandants, com-
missars and rank-and-file gained a wealth of military and
political experience. There was also a great improvement in the
armament situation of partisan detachments and units with new
German weapons captured in the fighting.

The invaders and the traitors suffered almost three times
as many casualties as the partisans. But their heaviest losses
were political. In particular, most of the reactionary forces
began to see more clearly and more deeply the hopelessness of
the war they were waging against the National Liberation Front
and no longer believed they would win.

The enemy did not succeed in destroying the overwhelming
majority of the national liberation councils, or in bringing
about the interruption of their activity. The councils rendered
great help to the National Liberation Army by providing food,
clothing and means of transport and, especially, by providing
it with new volunteers. They carried on a wide range of activ-
ities, to keep the morale and fighting spirit of the people high,
to help those damaged by the war and ensure that the peasant
masses did not die of hunger.

During the enemy general offensive in the winter of 1943-
1944 the Communist Party, the National Liberation Army and
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the entire Albanian people passed their greatest and most severe
test of the whole National Liberation War.

In this test, the Albanian National Liberation Army showed
that it was an organized and disciplined army, with high morale,
loyal to the end to the Homeland and the people. Although in
battle and on the march day and night, ill-clad and ill-shod,
unfed, in high snowy mountains, the National Liberation Army
fighters never lamented over their difficulties and privations,
never lost faith in the victory and justice of the cause they
were defending. Isolated partisans or partisan groups, cut off
and surrounded, preferred to perish from cold and hunger or
fall fighting rather than surrender to the enemy. To them there
was nothing more sacred than to always hold high and unstained
the name and honour of the National Liberation Army fighter.
The commanders and commissars showed great mastery in the
use of partisan tactics and political ability and maturity in
appreciating  situations, taking decisions and initiatives  for
independent actions.

Through its members in different regions of the country,
the General Staff supervised the execution of the orders
and instructions which it had issued previously, sized up
military and political situations and issued new instructions
where necessary. Despite the wide dispersal of the forces, its
control, assistance and leadership in the army were never inter-
rupted. The greatest danger at that period was that the militant
offensive  spirit of the partisan  detachments and  units
might fall away, creating an atmosphere of rest and relaxation
after the operation. The General Staff obviated any such danger
by ordering the National Liberation Army immediately on to
a counter-offensive. Attack, the General Staff instructed, keeps
the morale of the army high, saves time and energy, de-
moralizes the enemy and neutralizes their superiority in numbers
and equipment. Attack is the sole method of warfare appro-
priate to a revolutionary army. The offensive spirit of the fighters
develops only in continuous fighting against the invaders and
the reactionaries by seeking battle and not waiting for it
to come.

The high level of consciousness and the readiness of the
Albanian people to make the heavy sacrifices required by the
liberation war, their steel unity around the Party in the Na-
tional Liberation Front stood their hardest test in the critical
period of the winter of 1943-1944. It was the aid and support of the
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masses of the people that saved the National Liberation Army
from annihilation, that encouraged it, multiplied its forces
and enabled it to emerge victorious in this unequal war. The
peasants never shut their doors to partisans wearied in battle,
they shared with them the last morsel of bread they had
saved for their children. In the towns, the youth, women and
children, making light of the dangers, distributed party propa-
ganda material and took part in maintaining communications be-
tween the party organs and the National Liberation Army.
A number of young people, women and children gave their
lives, many were imprisoned and deported, but no enemy terror
could break their will.

The traitors and the German nazis tried hard to turn the
youth away from the Communist Party and to compel them to
surrender their weapons. This is how the youth replied to the
calls and threats of the enemy: «For the Albanian Anti-fascist
Youth there exists only one course, only one decision: fight on
to victory... The Anti-fascist Youth are not afraid to face the
gallows, they do not tremble before the firing squad, they do
not lose their courage facing the attacks launched by the enemy
and the traitors. They are confident in the victory of their
cause, the cause of the people. They are determined to win
whatever the cost. And win they shall.»*

Great Proof of the Cor- The inspirer and organizer of
rectness of the Political the resistance and the heroic war
Line of the CPA of the ANLA and the entire Al-
banian people at the most critical
period, the winter of 1943-1944, was the Communist Party.

In this period, it was proved how sound and unbreakable
were the bonds of the Party with the masses, how correct was
its political line. At no time did the National Liberation Army
fighters or the masses of the people lose their confidence in
the Party. The sons and daughters of the Albanian people fell
in the field of battle, died on the gallows and in the torture
chambers with the name of the Communist Party on their
lips. Thousands of common men and women were ready to sa-
crifice everything to defend the Party from the blows of the
enemy.

*  «Pérgjigje» (Reply), leaflet of the Albanian Anti-fascist Youth
Union, January 17, 1944. CPA.
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In the winter of 1943-1944, the bonds of the Party with the
masses became stronger still. The Albanian people saw more
clearly and realized more thoroughly that the Communist Party
was the sole leading force capable of ridding them of the foreign
yoke, of winning their freedom and national independence, of
defending their interests.

At their most difficult and dangerous moments, the fighters
of the ANLA and the popular masses everywhere, in town and
country, in the liberated zones and in those under occupation,
felt the Party’s helping hand close to them, saw that the Party
had not abandoned them, and nurtured themselves each day
with its vital teachings and words.

Even in the fiercest battles and during strenuous marches,
the commissars of political sections and the party organizations
carried on active all-round political work, always keeping high,
the morale and the fighting spirit of the partisans and not
allowing any weakening of their confidence in victory. The
meetings of the party organizations were held in all circum-
stances, no matter how critical they might be. At these meet-
ings, collective decisions were taken to ensure the success of
combat actions, the vanguard role of communists both in the
fighting and coping with sufferings and privations. During
the winter of 1943-1944 the number of party members in the
army was increased with communists tested in battle with the
enemy and in complicated situations.

The work of the Party was not slackened in the occupied
cities and regions, though only a limited number of communists
had remained there. The regional party committees reorganized
the work of the «cells and the activists of the Communist
Youth to meet the state of terror and the savage persecutions
of the enemy. The party organizations in the occupied cities
never ceased publishing and distributing bulletins, communiques,
leaflets and appeals addressed to the people. The enemies
were infuriated by the fact they could not discover the equip-
ment with which these materials were printed and destroy the
party organizations, the national liberation councils, the anti-
fascist organizations of youth and women, or the guerilla
units. The daring actions carried out by the guerilla uni