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MONUMENT TO COMRADE ENVER HOXHA ERECTED AT THE CENTRE OF SKANDERBEG
SQUARE OF TIRANA COMRADE RAMIZ ALIA ADDRESSING THE RALLY ORGANIZED IN
THE CAPITAL ON THE OCCASION OF THE 80th ANNIVERSARY OF THE BIRTHDAY OF
ENVER HOXHA AND THE INAUGURATION OF HIS MONUMENT

The Enver Hoxha Museum in Tirand dedicated to
the life and brilliant work of our glorious leader.




ENVER HOXHA HAS BEEN AND RE-
MAINS TO THIS PAY THE ONLY NAME
AMONG THE COMMUNIST LEADERS OF
THE LAST 4-5 DECADES WHO DEFENDED
THE TEACHINGS OF MARXISM - LENI-
| NISM. THEIDEALS OFTHE REVOLUTION
AND SOCIALISM, BOTH IN THEORY AND
IN PRACTICE




THE 80th ANNIVERSARY OF COMRADE ENVE
RAMIZ ALIA

HOMAGE TO
IS HOMAGE"

SPEECH DELIVERED AT THI]

Dear comrades, sisters and brothers,

.Citizens of Tirana and of the whole of Albania,

We have gathered in this great popular rally
in order to celebrate an historic day and to com-
memorate the 80th anniversary of the birth of
the legendary leader of our people and Party,
Comrade Enver Hoxha.

It was the ardent desire of the whole Albanian
people that on the 80th anniversary of his birth
we should unveil the monument to Enver. And
the Party worked with persistence, the artists
worked untiringly in order to fulfil this noble
desire. In these solemn moments we can say:
We have Enver Hoxha here, in the middle of the
capital, where he led the people in one of the
first actions of the war for the freedom of the Ho-
meland; in this historical square where our people
saw him and heard him speak often about social-
ism and Albania.

The majestic monument which the Party and
the people set up to Enver Hoxha is an expression
of their gratitude, love and esteem for everything
which he did for the Homeland and socialism.
With this monument they desire to perpetuate his
struggle and work, his name and contribution, the
socialist road which he showed, the c¢ommunist
ideal to which he dedicated himself.

On this memorable day allow me, dear com-
rades, to convey to you the warmest greetings
of the Central Committee of our Party, along
with the homage to Enver Hexha.

Our people have always known how to assess
and prize all those who have fought unsparingly
for the fundamental interests of the country. By
honouring them they honour their own national

history, they honour the victories they achieve and
the ideals which lead them towards the future.
Therefore, our respect for Enver Hoxha is respect
for socialism, for the free and independent Alba-
nia, for the radical changes it has made in the
years of our new life. It is a respect which will
continue to grow in proportion with the size of
our future victories.

Enver Hoxha’s name and work have been iden-
tified with the most brilliant pages of the history
of modern Albania. They have been cast into one
with the epic of the National Liberation War and
the struggle for the construction of the new so-
ciety. With them is connected the greatest change
in the history of the Albanian people, the national
revival after the savage fascist occupation, and
the deepest social transformation of our country
— the triumph of socialism.

Enver Hoxha is the founder of the new Al-
bania. For nearly half a century under his lea-
dership we wheathered the greatest storms which
swept our country, both in the time of the war for
liberation and after the war, when we began to
build the new life. With him in our lead, we
broke the blockades and the interventions of the
imperialists and revisionists, withstood their pres-
sure and foiled their plots.

As a man he embodied whatever is beautiful
and vatuable in the Albanian people, the freedom-
loving tradition and the revolutionary thinking,
the inherited virtues and the newest moral values
formed during the socialist construction. Enver
judged and acted in accord with the mind of
the people. He rose high the great interest and
the noble ideal for which he fought.



HOXHA’S BIRTH

ENVER HOXHA

P SOCIALISM

MASS RALLY OF THE CAPITAL

Our Party and people honour and respect
Enver Hoxha not only for what he did for Ai-
bania, which is a magnificent, indelible and im-
mortal deed. We hcenour him also for the many-
sided political, ideological and cultural legacy which
he bequeathed us, for the secure prospects he
projected, which will inspire us at any time
to find the most correct roads and most suitable
solutions in order to carry socialism in our country
forward.

Comrade Enver Hoxha was creative and inno-
vative in everything he did. Any set scheme and
any stereotype was devaluated confronted with his
powerful thinking. His work reflects the deve-
lopment of life in all its variety. It is the work
of a thinker with a fresh logic and an optimistic
spirit. His work is permeated by a creative dia-
lectical method of analysis in rcaching conclusions,
by the courage to discard the old and to support
the new. By implementing the Marxist-Leninist
doctrine in a creative manner in Albania he showed
what strength socialism has, showed that this is
the only social order with a future, the only
alternative to the liquidation of oppression and
the exploitation of man by man.

Enver Hoxha has proved with all-sided argu-
ments that socialism is a social system capable
of providing answers to all the questions of pro-
gress, and of withstanding all the challenges of
the time.

Of course the construction of socialism, as a
new experience in the history of mankind, comes
up against great difficulties, which are connected
with the degree of the cconomic and cultural
development of the country, with the intensity

of the class struggle and other conditions of this
description, as well as with the denigration and
the unlimited efforts of the external enemies aga-
inst - socialism.

The question is how to cope with these diffi-
culties, how to surmount them with the least pain.
Enver Hoxha teaches you and convinces you that
they can be withstood and overcome if you
have confidence in socialism and, above all, if
you work and fight in order to raise it to new

‘heights. He concludes that the proletariat, as a

social class which is capable of overthrowing the
old society, is also capable of building the new
society by working together with the peasantry
and the intelligentsia.

Socialism, as Enver Hoxha conceived it and
as our Party and people are building it in our
country, represents not only a theory and social
practice, but also an ideal, an aim, an impulse
which drives mankind ahead, a force which drives
it towards progress.

In the present situations we are faced with a
great task, which has a national and international
importance. The question is about the strengthen-
ing and advance of socialism in Albania. This
is our ideal, and our historical obligation.

Our example, our practice, the heroic struggle
which our Party and people wage in order to
score more and more victories, constitute an in-
ternationalist contribution which we make to the
defence and advance of socialism in the world,
to the defence and advance of the revolution,
to the defence and advance of Marxism-Leninism.

We wage this struggle and we have set this
example which confirm the vitality of socialism






ALBANIA TODAY

and the Marxist-Leninist ideas in Albania, while
preserving our freedom, defending the state of
the people, our social justice and socialist culture,
and raising our new creative man higher.

Our working masses, which in less than half
a century have overtaken a whole epoch, which
are witnesses of the heroic and persistent strug-
gle which pulled Albania from darkness into light,
have a right to look forward to the future with
optimism. This conviction is nourished by the
ideology of the Party, the creative strength of
the people and our social order. Socialist Alba-
nia, which continues on its triumphant road and
scores new successes in the political, economic,
social, education and other fields, will remain a
great example,

We have come to the celebration of the 80th
anniversary of the birth of our teacher with this
spirit, with this confidence, with this determina-
tion. What we can say today, and we will always
say it, is that the Albanian people and their
Party of Labour will march non-stop on the road
of Enver Hoxha, that we will work and fight

to make Albania rise to new heights, as he
wished, always remaining the red bastion of so-

cialism, the country of free and independent peo-
ple, open and hospitable to its friends, closed and
unpenetrable to the enemies.

The figure of Enver Hoxha, his thinking, soar
higher in this turbulent international period, when
world capitalism and the revisionist betrayal have
gone over to the offensive against socialism and
the revolutionary forces, when a great many
plans and arguments are set up and invented,
when the whole history of the world communist
and revolutionary movement is being revised,
when all those who fought, sacrificed themselves
and gave their lives for communism have been
tarnished and blackened, in order to justify the
counter-revolutionary changes and to negate so-
cialism as a theory and practice.

Enver Hoxha has been and remains to this day
the only name among the communist leaders of
the last 4-5 decades who defended the teachings
of Marxism-Leninism, the ideals of the revo-
lution and socialism, both in theory and in practice.
He was the first who noticed and made the
diagnosis of the opportunist disease which began
to erode the international communist and workers’
movement, who fought with such great passion
against modern revisionism, who defended social-
ism and its triumphant practice with such ardour.

Enver Hoxha’s struggle against the great front
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of modern revisionism has not been a theoretical
struggle of drawing-room philosophers, but the
struggle of a revolutionary leader who sought
to test the correctness of his thinking and prin-
ciples in practice,

What he defended was not a dogma, but the
revolutionary spirit of the teachings of Marx,
Engels, Lenin and Stalin, the dialectical method
of analysis, the truth proved in practice and
whatever enrichment this method makes every
day to the policy and ideology.

In the present situation, when capitalism and
revisionism have joined in one front in order
to denigrate Marxism-Leninism and to destroy
socialism, Enver Hoxha’s thinking, his life and
work, are a source of strength, confidence, courage
and valour to fight and win.

The capitalists and the revisionists claim that
the human society reaches its culmination with the
liberalized economy, with the private initiative,
with the capitalist relations in production. To
accept this means to accept that the exploitation
of man by man is a permanent ill that canneot
be changed.

But can the working people accept no other
alternative except capitalism, or that social justice
and equality cannot be established, that the capi-
talist exploitation cannot be liquidated?

Can the working people accept that national
oppression is unavoidable, that colonialism cannot
be overthrown, that racism cannot be wiped out?

Enver Hoxha believed that the world can and
must be changed. He was convinced about this,
because history itself has shown that the peo-
ple’s desires and the struggles for freedom, inde-
pendence, and social justice can never be wiped
out.

Capitalism and revisionism can succeed in
turning back one or some socialist countries, in
causing the degeneration in one or some com-
munist parties, in checking the revolutionary im-
pulse for a given time. But they cannot wipe
out socialism, because they cannot smother the
illuminated aspirations of mankind, cannot change
the nature of the working man, cannot stop him
from striving for progress and social emancipa-
tion. '

Comrades,
We must work tirelessly, we must work with

knowledge and culture, with a creative and inno-
vative spirit in order to safeguard the victories



6 o 5 (102), 1988

achieved, {0 make Albania still more beautiful,
to realize the noble aims of the Party and the
people. Sacialism needs everyone's work, every-
one’s mind. Therefore, as the 6th Plenum of
the Central Committee of the Party pointed out,
our people, in cvery sector of social activity, must
be characterized by the revolutionary passion and
determination which stems from our common
ideal, our comimon aim, our onc objective: the
progress and flourishing of our socialist Home-
land.

Life has taught us that without successes in
production and culture there can be no develop-
ment of the country, no increase in the well-
being. Our people are aware of this. Therefore
the weorking class, the cooperativist peasantry, and
the intelligentsia are working with great revo-
lutionary enthusiasm. They have mobilized them-
selves and are working selflessly in order to
inerease production, to develop the economy and
culture, to strengthen the delence capacity of the
country.

This is the road which Enver Hoxha indicated
to us, the road of the non-stop development of
the countiy, the only road of censolidating the
positions of socialism. This is, also, the road on
which the difficulties and shortcomings that ac-
company the process of cur developmoni for ob-
jective and subjective, internal and external rea-
sons, are overcome,

Our country has great material and human
possibilities and reserves in order to fully res-
pond to the requirements of the time for raising
the standard of living of the working masses
uninterruptedly. A guarantece for this is the
correct line of our Marxist-Leninist Party, is our
socialist order which creates conditions for the
cffective use of the many assets of the country
and the inexhaustible energies of the people for
the benefit of society. The guarantee lies in our
people, who are characterized by a lofty patriotic
spirit, firmness of purpose to build and defend
socialism, to march constantly ahead and only
ahead.

In the preseni stale of the socialist construe-
tion, the task of constantly raising the produe-
tivity of labour and perfecting the organiza-
tion and management in all fields of social activity
has been set. With unshakeable confidence in
the vitality of our social order and the Marxist-
Leninist idcology, we must make our contribution
‘1o ensure that the political, ideological, economic,
cultural and scientific activity is as effective as
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possible, as tangible as possible both in the spi-
ritual and the material sphere, so that new hori-
zons should be opened before the people and social-
ism, so that our working man should express
his abilities ever better, and the sirength of his
muscles and mind is spent in the most advanta-
geous manner.

Let the great example and the revolutionary
creative thinking of our unforgettable Enver ins-
pire us in our work, encourage us and lead us
towards new victories!

Dear comrades,

Throughout the whole of his life Enver Hoxha
fought for the creation and strengthening of the
unity of the people, for rallying them around
the Party. His name and work always call on
us to strengthen and temper this unity, which
represents one of the greatest values created by
our revolution and the construction of socialism,
one of the most brillianl characteristics of our
society. .

The strength of the Albanian people has been
and is in their unity around the ideals of freedom
and independence, its social and cultural progress.
Only by uniting as one around the Party can we
withstand the tests of the time, can we achieve
the objectives we aspire to and fight for.

Comrade Enver called continuously on the
communists, the patriotic and the progressive men
of the nation to devote themselves to high aims,
to rise above petty things and the narrow petty-
-bourgeois influences, to sce far ahead of them
and to be inspired by the future, by the major
interests of the country which arc foremost and
above everything. We must remember this behest
every day, we must be inspired by it when we
combat bureaucracy and liberalism, the blemishes
of the past and alien influences, when we extend
our socialist demoeracy and strive for order, disci-
pline and law.

Our unity is based on stable moral norms.
Therefore, in order to make it more and more
wholesome, we must preserve our good tradi-
tions, those norms which in the centuries have
shaped the character, the mentality and psycho-
logy of the Albanians, just as we must preserve
and develop the new norms of the socialist life,
which are the source of our conviction and strength
for the defencec of the victories achieved and for
more and more persistent struggle to increase the
glory of our beloved Homeland.
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Comrades, ours is a small couniry. But the
problems which we cncounter and which we must
solve are not in direct proportion to the square
miles of our territory and the size of our popu-
lation. They are numerous. But the primary consi-
deration for each country is the political line,
is the road it selects for thc internal cconomic.
and cultural development, is the forcign policy
it pursues.

Our general line of development, worked out
by the Party and Enver Hoxha, has been and
is correct. This has been confirmed by the triumph
of the revolution, the construction of socialism,
our new life. It has been confirmed by every-
thing we have built, our sound international posi-
tion, the honoured name which socialist Albania
enjoys in the world today.

On this tested line our people will always forge
ahead, with this tested line they will develop their
socialist economy, will enrich their culture, will
raise the standard of living, will make the defence
of the Homeland sccure and strong.

Our Party and state, with Enver Hoxha at
their head, have always been principled and
consistent in the international relations. We have
been and will he resolute in our fight against
Amcrican and Soviet imperialism, against reaction
and revisionism, just as we have been and will
be champions of peace and international security,
in solidarity with and support of the peoples
who fight for freedom and independence, for de-
mocracy and social progress,

We have sought and will seck friendship and
collaboration with our neighbours and with the
other pecoples of Europe, but always, just as

yesterday, the interests of the Homeland, the secu- '
rity of frecdom and independence will remain

foremost for today and for tomorrow. Only that
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friendship and collaboration which are based on
the equality and reciprocal interest, on non-inter-
ference and respect of sovercignly, can be stable.
No pressure, no blandishment, no threat can
swerve us from this road.

Dear comrades,
Dear citizens of Tirana and the whole of Al-
bania,

The celebration of the 80th anniversary of
Comrade Enver Hoxha’s birth, the commemoration
by the whole people throughout the country of
his life and of the contribution he has made,
once again show the infinite respect which they
have for their glorious leader, show their un-
swerving loyalty to his work, show their determi-
nation to march on his road.

Let these pure and sincere feelings, these strong
and unshakeable convictions, serve as an inexhaus-
tible source of inspiration for unity and mobili-
zation, for marching always forward, for achieving
new victories!

Let this monument, which we unveiled here,
in the heart of Albania, convey to the present
and the rising generations & message of conti-
nuity on the road which our revolulion opezned
and on which our Party of Labour lzads us with
wisdom!

LONG LIVE
PEOPLE!

THE HEROIC ALBANIAN

LONG LIVE THE PARTY OF LABOUR OF
ALBANIA!

GLORY TO THE WORK AND LIFE OF OUR
GREAT LEADER AND TEACHER, ENVER
HOXHA'!



MAMMOTH MEETIRM
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On the morning of October 16, a
mammoth meeting was organized in
the capital on the occasion of the
80th anniversary of the birth of the
beloved leader of the Party and peo-
ple, Comrade Enver Hoxha, and the
inauguration of his monument in
Skanderbeg Square.

More than 150 thousand people had
gathered there: workers and coopera-
war and werk

tivists, intellectuals,

veterans, militarymen, students, ten~-
derfoots and pioneers of Enver.
The square resounded with the ova-
tions «Party-Enver, we are always
ready» at the appearance of the First
Secretary of the Central Committee
of the Party and President of the
Presidium of the People’s Assembly,
Comrade Ramiz Alia, and other Party
and state of the
Political Bureau of the Central Com-
mittee of the Party, Comrades Besnik
Bekteshi, Foto Cami, Hajredin Celiku,
Lenka Cuko, Manush
Muho Asllani, Pali Miska,
Rita Marko, Simon

Stefani, alternate members of the Po-

leaders: members

Hekuran Isai,
Muyftiu,
Prokop Murra,

litical Bureau of the Central Commit-
tee of the Party, Comrades Llambi
Gegprifti, Pirro Kondi, Qirjako Mihali
and Vangjel Cérrava, member of the
Central Committee of the Party and

President of the General Council of
of Albania,
Nexhmije Hoxha, and other comrades.

the Democratic Front

Attending the meeting were also Dy-
neas Agiuar, Secretary of the Central
Committee of the Communist Party
of Brazil, and Rex Hollis, member of
the Political Committee of the Com-
munist Party of New Zealand.

The meeting was declared open by
the alternate member of the Politi-
cal Bureau of the Central Committee
of the Party and first secretary of
the Party Committee for the Tirana
district, Comrade Pirro Kondi, who
among other things said, that the erec-
tion in the centre of the capital of

the majestic monument to Comrade

Enver is a great honour that is done

to Tirana, an honour it fully deszr-
ves.

Generation after generation, he said,
the working people of Tirana will
preserve as their dearest thing their
remembrance, love and profound res-
pect for their great son, teacher
and leader and, every time they will
pass in front of this monument, will
pledge to themselves that, as they ha-
ve done up to now, in the future,
too, they will march without wavering
on the road he has mapped out, al-

ways basing themselves on his tea-

chings, the teachings of triumphant
Marxism-Leninism.

Among the r2joicing of all those
present, Comrade Ramiz Alia, unco-

vered the monument to Comrade
Enver Hoxha.

While the brass band executes the
National Anthem Comrade Ramiz Alia
and other Party and state leaders
raise their clenched fists to salute the
monument to Enver Hoxha, which is
the work of the
Sali Shijaku, and People’s
Shaban Hadéri.

Then Comrade

People's Painter,

Sculptor,

Ramiz Alia rises to
speak among the great enthusiesm of
those present.

Comrade Ramiz Alid’s speech wus
listened to with great attention and
met with cheers and ovations for our
glorious Party.

The

fectionately surround the monument:

residents of the capital af-

this is how Enver will remain for
ever in the hearts of the people of

the capital and the whole of Albania.

*

On October 2,
80th anniversary of the birth of the

on the eve of the
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glorious and unforgettable leader,
Comrade Enver Hoxha, his monument
was inaugurated in the city of Korca.

On this occasion a rally was orga-
nized on the Square of Demonstra-
tions, which was filled to capacity
with workers of work and production
centres and cooperativists, wveterans,
deputies and councillors, militarymen,
young men and women, pioneers of
Enver, and others.

Present were also member of the
Political Bureau of the Central Com-
mittee of the Party and Vice-presi-
dent of the People’s Assembly, Com-
rade Rita Marko, member of the Po-
litical Bureau and Secretary of the
Central Committee of the Party, Com-
rade Hajredin Celiku, member of the
Political Bureau of the Central Com-
mittee of the Party and Vice-chair-
man of the Council of Ministers, Com-
rade Besnik Bekteshi, member of the
Political Bureau of the Central Com-
mitliee of the Party and first secre-
tary of the Party Committee for the
Korca district, Miska,

members and relatives of the family

Comrade Iali

of Comrade Enver Hozha, etc.

The meeting was declared open by
Comrade Pali Miska.

The speech of the oceasion was de-
livered by Comrade Rita Marko.

Here, in the heart of Korca, on
this square of great hisioric events,
of bloody demonstrations, surrounded
by museal objects which bear testi-
mony to the patriotism of the people,
he said among other things, we have
come toge her to inaugurate the mo-
Hoxha,
the greatest man produced by our

nuiment to Comrade Enver

country and pecple in all times.
He who this

weli-knewn patriotic and cultural {ra-

considered city of
ditions his second birthplace, becau-
s¢ he came here with a great thirst
fer knowledge, culture and progress,
and spent many years of his youth
here, returns today cast in bronze
for us to have him always before
our ecyes like the Morava Mountain,
to be always present in the city in
which his convictions as a revolu-
tionary communist were formed, amid
this people who loved and respected
him so much.

Speaking about the gr-eat

formations of the period of the cons-

trans-

truction of socialism in our country,
Comrade Rita Marko pointed out that
all their achievements the peoplz dedi-
cate to our beloved Party and Com-
rade Enver, who founded it and tem-
pered it in steel unity as a revolu-

tionary Marxist-Leninist party and

led it for about half a century. Eve-
Ty important event is indissolubly
linked with his contribution and role.

Amid the revolutionary enthusiasm
a group of pioneers of Enver unco-
vers the monument to Comrade Enver
Hoxha.

The monument to Comrade Enver
Hoxha, a work of high artistic level
by the Merited Sculptor, Hektor Dule,
and cast in bronze by the collective
of the centre of realization of the
works of art of Tirana, stands on
a marble pedestal. It represents the
figure of the belov:d and wunforgei-
table leader in those years of his youth,
when he carried out his revolutiona-

Ty activity in the city of Korcga.

*

On October 5th, on the eve of the
80th anniversary of the birth of the
beloved and unforgettable leader,
Comrade Enver Hoxha, his monument
was inaugurated in the city of Gji-
This :

rokastra. inauguration had its



peculiarity: apart from the people of
the districts of
in the
National Folklore Festival 1988 also

Gjirokastra and all
the country, the participants
attended the ceremony.

All together they went alongto the
place where the monument of Comrade
Enver Hoxha is erected, on one of
the prominent hills of the city. Here
a meeting was organized with the
participation of workers of work and
production centres, cooperativists, ve-
terans, deputies and councillors, mili-
tarymen, young men and women, pio-
‘neers of Enver, and participants in
the Festival who had come from all
over the country.

Present at the ceremony were also
'members of the Political Bureau of

the Central Committee of the Party,

Comrades Foto Cami, Lenka Cuko,
Manush Muyftiu, Prokop Murra, alter-
nate member of the Political Bureau
of the Central Committee of the Par-
ty, Comrade Pirro Kondi, member of
the Central

and President of the General Coun-

Committee of the Party

cil of the Democratic Front of Alba-
nia, Comrade Nexhmije Hoxha, mem-
bers of the Central Committee of the
Party, the Presidium of the People's
Assembly and the Government, mem-
bers and relatives of the family of
Hoxha,

guests from the meighbouring districts.

Comrade Enver as well as

The meeting was declared open by
the first secretary of the Party Com-
mittee of the district, Comrade Man-
xrhar Binaj.

A group of participants in the Na-

Folklore
rokastra and the other

tional Festival from Gji-
districts of
the country uncovered the monument
of Comrade Enver Hoxha among the
applause of those present.

The Party and state laid

bouquets of flowers at the monument

leaders

to Comrade Enver Hoxha.

Comrade Lenka Cuks held the
speech of the occasion.

The Party decided, she said among
that this
should be erected in Gjirokastra, the

other things, monument
birthplace of Enver, for you to have
him always close by and quench your
longing for him, to remember him at
any time as he loved you, remembe-
red you and came to meet you when-

ever he felt the longing for you.
Il is an accidental coincidence, but



Mammoth rally organized in the capital on 16th October, the

Comrade Enver Hoxha.

also a thing of great significance that
the birthday of Enver Hoxha happens
to be close to the culminant events
and most important dates in the hi-
story of our people, the birthday of
the Party and the new Albania. The
beautiful life we are enjoying today
and socialist Albania are closely lin-
ked with the name of the Party and
Comrade Enver. «When we say Enver
Hoxha», Comrade Ramiz Alia points
out, «we have said the Party of La-
bour of Albania because the Party
and Enver are a single notion that
cannot be separated.»

Enver remains the model of the
son who loved so much his birth-
place, the comrades of his yvouth,
and the men of work he was acquain-

ted with, said Comrade Lenka Cuko

‘LAVDI.
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in conclusion. His mind and heart
beat with

his Gjirokastra, its men and women,

inextinguishable love for

his former school teachers and com-
rades,
lanes.

even its stones and cobbled
All of us recall with emotion
the meetings full of longing and af-
fection he had here in Gjirokastra,
his warm and intimate talks with its
people, the great joy he felt among
them and his love for flowers and
songs of Gjirokastra.

The monument, the work of Mun-
taz Dhrami, People’s Sculptor, is car-
ved in marble and represents the
leader seated on a stone bench with
over his

his coat thrown shoulders,

with a bouquet of flowers in his
hand, in @ moment of meditation over
of his birth, the old

the city ciiy

pUNLS 1&£ SHQIE.

birthday of our great and unforgettable leader,

rejuvenated in the wyears of socia-

lism and a beautiful view opening

up far into the Lunxhéria mountains.

*

On the occasion of th:80th anniver-
sary of the birth of Comrade Enver
Hoxha busts of him were also erec-
ted at the Plasa agricultural farm,
Kor¢a disctrict, the Maminas agricul-
and "the

which
beloved and

tural farm, Durrés district,

autotractor combine, Tirana,
bear the mame of the

unforgettable leader.



THE ENVER HOXHA
MUSEUM IS INAUGURATED

Comrade Ramiz Alia and other Party and state

In the afternoon of October 14, on
the eve of the B80th anniversary of
the birth of the beloved and unfor-
gettable leader, Hoxha
Museum was inaugrated in the ca-
pital.

the Enver

Thousand of residents, war and work
veterans, workers of the centres of
work and production, of institutions
and the ministries, young men and
women, students, tenderfoots and pio-
neers of Enver filled the square in
front of the Museum and the Bou-
levard of the Martyrs of the Nation.

To attend the ceremony had come
the 1st Secretary of the Central Com-
mittee of the Party and President of
the Presidium of the People’s Assem-
bly Ramiz Alia, and other Party and
the Members of the
Political Bureau of the Central Com-

state leadens,

mittee of the Party, Comrades Besnik
Bekteshi, Foto Cami, Hajredin Celiku,
Lenka Cuko, Manush
Myftiu, Muho Asllani, Pali Miska,
Prokop Murra, Rita Marko, Simon
Stefani, the Alternate Members of
the Political Bureau of the Central

Hekuran Isai,

Committee, Comrades Kico Mustaqi,
Liambi Gegprifti, Pirro Kondi, Qirjako
Mihali and Vangjel Cérrava, the
Member of the Central Committee of
the Party and President of the Ge-
neral Council of the Democratic Front
of Albania, Nexhmije Hoxha, mem-
bers of the Central Committee of
the Party, the Presidium of the Peo-
ple’s Assembly and the Government,

leaders participating

as well as members and relatives of
Comrade Enver Hoxha’s family.
Attending the ceremony were also
Dyneas Agiaur, Secretary of the Cen-
tral Committee of the Communist
Party of Brazil, and Rex Hollis, Mem-
of the Political

the Communist Party of New Zealand.

ber Committee of

A meeting was organized on the
square in front of the Museum.

The speech of the occasion was
held by the Member of the Political
Bureau of the Central Committee of
the Party and Vice-chairman of the
Council of Ministers, Comrade Manush
Myftiu.

The Museum dedicated to the life
and brilliant work of Comrade Enver
Hoxha, which we are going to inaugu-
rate on this great day on which we com-
memorate and honour the 80th anni-
versary of his birth, he said among
other things, is an expression of the
homage of an entire people, an expres-
sion of the profound affection, respect
and gratitude of all the Party and
people for our gloriocus leader.

This Museum dedicated to the revo-
lutionary aectivity of Enver Hoxha will
be a great centre for the communist
education of the masses, an ever open
home for the conversation of all and
everybody with their great educator
and friend. OQur youth, whom our lea-
der tempered with patiecnee and fo-
resight so as to be able to shoulder
heavy burdens and accomplish great

tasks for the good of the Homeland,

for the socialist present and future, -
will ecome with special gratitude and
respect to this monument of eternal
glory.

The
synthesis of the whele recent history
of Albania. The role of
Enver Hoxha as an ideologist, leader

Enver Hoxha Museum is a

Comrade

and organizer is present with all its
decizive and determinant weight in
all the great historic events of the
recent fifty years. He occupies first
place in this period .of our national
history, with his broad and all-sided
activity and his profound and constant
iinks with the people. With his com-
plex and intensive
head of the Party,
Hoxha always correctly led the strug-

activity at the
Comrade Enver

gle for the construction of the new
life,

difficulties,

successfully overcoming many

whether difficulties of
growth or difficulties created by the
internal enemies and ex‘ernal impe-
Ac-

quainting themselves with the life and

rialist and revisionist enemies.

work of Enver, with his revolutio-
nary road, in this museum the whole
Party and people, the communists and
cadres, workers and. cooperativists will
also be acquainted with their life,
their efiorts and successes.

With its

ments and museum objects,

very rich fund of docu-
with its
broad information and modern techni-
que, this Museum will not be only
a specialized centre for the communist

cducation of the masses, but will also



Comrade Ramiz Alia cutting the ribbon at the inauguration of the Enver Hoxha Museum.
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help and support study and research in
all fields of scientific activity on the
part of the organs of the Party, the
State and the economy for the solu-
tion of problems of both the present
and future.

We are inaugurating this Museum
on the 80th anniversary of the birth
of Comrade Enver Hoxha, but we have
not commemorated him and will not
commemorate him only on anniversa-
ries. The tfrue and permanent com-
memoration of Comrade Enver is {o
work all together to implement his
behest: to love and  strengthen our
socialist Albania, to ceaselessly deve-
lop the econmomy and culfure, to
sﬁéngthen our defence potential, to

guard as the apple of the eye the

freedom, independence, and sove-
reignty of socialist Albania, and tfo

deepen the revolution in all fields,
relying on the inexhaustible mental
and physical energies of our people.
‘The epoch of Enver is not a clo-
sed epoch. His work does not turn us
only to the past. It in_mspires us and
encourages us to go towards the fu-
ture. In it we find the unshaken con-
fidence and conviction to cope cou-
rageously with the great tasks that lie
ahead ws. This makes the work of
Enver Hoxha alive and always actual.
Always armed with the Marxist-Le-
ninist doctrine, standing firmly on
the basis of the interests of the country
and revolution, the Party and our
people will always be led by the
example of Enver so as to respond
instantly, coherently and creatively to
the acute problems put forward by the
dynamics of life in permanent move-
ment.

Then among the great rejoicing of

all those - present, Comrade Ramiz
Alia cuts the ribbon of the inaugu-
ration of the Enver Hoxha Museum.

Then Comrade Ramiz Alia and other

Party and state leaders enter the Mu-

seum, where they are met by the
group of archilects, designers, histo-
rians, museologists and painters who
have worked ‘to build ‘the Enver

Hoxha Museum. In the middle of the
great hall, a room giving hospitality
to thousands of visitors, there stands
the monument to :Comrade Enver
Hoxha. The Museum begins with a
bas-relief of Gjirokastra and, 'a little
further, a reproduction of the simple
room in which our beloved and  glo-
rious leader was born, as well as-pho-
tos .and objects of his parents and
family. On the different stands there
are many photos;

documents, and

other materials which bear testi-

mony to the life and activity of
Comrade Enver Hoxha in . his "youth
years. The revolutionary activity - of
Comrade Enver Hoxha in the city of
Korga occupies a special place in the
Museum.

Under a glass pane with a radiating
star, we see two tables, some simple
chairs and an o¢il lamp which are
It is
in which the Communist
Party of Albania was founded. On the
walls in bronze letters, there are

well-known all over Albania.
the room

parts
of the Resolution and the finst call
with the signature of the leader.
Then come in due order important
moments of the history of the Anti-
fascist National Liberation War during
which the legendary commander or-
ganized and directly led, as a great
strategist, the armed uprising of the
people. The manusecripts, photos, docu-
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menbs and objects reflect its great
evenls from the Conference of Pe-
za, the creation of the General Staff,
the defeat of

Operation,

the enemy’s Winter
the Congress of Pérmet,
the creation of the 1st Democralic
Government in Berat to the unforget-
table day when Comrade Enver gi-
ves the people the great news of the
liberation of the country and the par-
tisans’ parade in liberated Tirana.
Enver Hoxha is the ideologist and
architect of .the new socialist Albania.
This is reflected through the indu-
strialization of the country, the col-
lectivization and
agriculture, etc.
The Museum gives the echo of the
activity of the Parly and Comrade
Enver .in the world, his outstanding
contribution as an internationalist mi-
litant and the architect of the prin-

modernization of

~cipled and revolutionary foreign po-
-licy of socialist Albania.

Then the visitor is acquainted with
the meetings of the leader with the
people, - his participation in festivities
and +his visits in different districts
of the country, his family celebra-
tions, amid his comrades and friends.
We see Comrade Enver Hoxha and
hear his voice recorded in videocas-
settes "at party congresses and other
major political events of the country,
working in his office, etc. On a huge
photo, with a background of moun-
tains and red flowers, there is the
greeting Comrade Enver Hoxha ad-
dressed our . people on the occasion of
the 40th anniversary of the libera-
tion- of the Homeland. It conveys the
behest of Enver: to keep Albania al-
ways red so as to enable it to flourish

and advance through the centuries.



COMRADE RAMIZ ALIA
AND OTHER PARTY
AND STATE LEADERS

PAY HOMAGE TO AND

LAY WREATHS AT
THE GRAVE OF COMRADE
ENVER HOXHA

On the day of the 80th anniversary
of the birth of our beloved and un-
forgettable
Hoxha,
wreaths were laid at his grave in the

leader, Comrade Enver

homage was paid to and
Cemetery of the Martyrs of the Na-
tion.

Thousands of residents of the ca-
pital, workers of work and produc-
tion centres, of the ministries and

various institutions, war and work

veterans, members and relatives of
martyrs’ families, militarymen, coope-
rativists, young men and women, and
pioneers of Enver went to the Ce-
metery of the Martyrs of the Nation
and laid bouquets of flowers at the
grave of the beloved leader of the
Party and our people.

To pay homage to the grave of
Comrade Enver Hoxha came Comrade
Ramiz Alia, First Secretary of the Cen~
tral Committee of the PLA and Pr2si-
dent of the Presidium of the People’s
Assembly, and other Partyand state
leaders, the membersof the Political
Bureau of .the Central Committee of
the Party, Comrades Besnik Bekteshi,
Foto Cami, Hajredin Celiku, Hekuran

Isai, Lenka Cuko, Manushk Myftiu,

Muho Asllani, Pali Miska, Prokop
Rita Marko, Simon Stefani,
the alternate members of the Political
Bureau of the Central Committee of
the Party, Comrades Llambi Gegprifti,
Pirro Kondi, Qirjako Mihali and Van-
gjel Cérrava, the member of the Cen-
tral Committee of the Party and Pre-
sident of the General Council of the
Democratic Front of Albania, Com-
rade Nexhmije Hoxha, members of
the Central Committee of the Party,
the Presidium of the People’s As-
sembly and the Government.

Murra,

Comrade Ramiz Alia has a warm
meeting with the residents of the
capital who have come to pay ho-
mage.

Comrades Ramiz Alia and Simon
Stefani lay a wreath on behalf of
the Central Committee of the Party
with the inscription: «To our belo-
ved and wunforgettable teacher and
leader, Comrade Enver Hoxhar.

The wreath on behalf of the Pre-
sidium of the People’s Assembly was
laid by Comrades Rita Marko and
Xhafer Spahiu, and that on behalf of
the  Council of Ministers, by Comra-
des Hekuran Isai and Manush Muyftiu.

Another wreath was laid by Comrade
Nexhmije Hoxha and the family.
Wreaths were also laid on behalf
of the General Council of the De-
mocratic Front of Albania, the Mini-
stry of People’s Defence and the Party
Committee for the Tirana district.
Comrade Alia and o©other
Party and state leaders stood in si-
lence and gave the clenched-fist salu-
te in front of the grave of our glo-
rious leader, Comrade Enver Hoxha.
During the ceremony the brass band
executed marches and the National

Ramiz

Anthem. Militarymen and pioneers of
Enver stood guard of honour.

i

!
On the occasion of the 80th anni-

versary of the birth of
Enver Hoxha,

Comrade
the diplomatic corps
accredited to the People’s Socialist
Republic of Albania paid homage to
and laid wreaths at the grave of
the leader of the Albanian people,
Enver Hoxha, at the Cemetery of the
Martyrs of the Nation,



- CONCERT

WITH SELECTED

ITEMS FROM

THE NATIONAL FOLKLORE
FESTIVAL OF GJIROKASTRA

Comrade Ramiz Alia and other Party and state leaders participating

In the cvening of October 16, on
the occasion of the 80th anniversary
of the birth of Comrade Envzr Hoxha,
a concert with selected items from the
National Folklore Festival of Gjiro-
kastra was organized by the Commit-
tee of Culture and Arts on the
square in front of the University of
Tirana which bears the mame of the
beloved and wunforgettable leader.

The attendance met with applause
the appearance of Comrade Ramiz
Alia, First Secretary of the Central
Committee of the Party and Presi-
dent of the Presidium of the People’s
Assembly, and other Party and state
leaders, Comrades Besnik Bekteshi,
Foto Cami, Hajredin Celiku, Hekuran
Isai, Lenka Cuko, Manush Muyftiu,

Muho Asllani, Pali Miska, Prokop
Murra, Rita Marko, Simon Stefani,
Llambi Gegprifti, Pirro Kondi, Qirjako
Mihali, Vangjel Cérrava, and other
comrades.

Attending werz also the titulars of
the diplomatic corps accredited to the
PSR of Albania.

The concert was opened with the
song «The behest that topples the
mountains> by the Mirdita group,
which was followed by the sung dan-
ce «You brave partisans» by the Gji-
rokastra group, the song «Down from
the fields» by the Pérmet group, the
Shkepza dance by the men’s group
of Kukés, etc. On the audience made
a deep impression also the melody
executed on characteristic instruments

by the orchestrine of the Gramsh di-
strict, the songs «Capari, the brave»,
«Sitting together at the same table~,
«Enver is alive with us», a wedding dan-
ce, the sung dance «White Remon», etc.

The public liked all the parts of
the concert which was wound up with
the song «Turn out, Enver has come»
executed by the polyphonic group of
Gjirokastra. A group of girls in sports
costumes who performed various fi-
gures, added to the decoration of
the concert.

In conclusion of the concert the
artists sung the song «Enver Hoxha,
long life to you» and together with
those present cheered for the Party
and its Central Committee with Com-
rade Ramiz Alia at the head.

- «OUR ENVER»
BOOK BY COMRADE RAMIZ ALIA

The book Our Enver,
Comrade Ramiz Alia,
press and was put into circulation.

The book is devoted to the life
and immortal work of Comrade Enver
Hoxha. Its publication is an important
event in the ideological and politi-
cal life of the Party and in the
cultural development of the country,
as well as a beautiful gift to our
entire people.

In this book Comrade Ramiz Alia
lransmits his indelible impressions,

written by
came off the

thoughts and memories about our
Enver with warmth, respect, affection,
profound admiration and gratitude.
Through the pages of the book we
see Enver Hoxha, a great leader, who
has engaged in very intensive politi-
cal and social activity, and left us
brilliant, all-sided, theoretical work.
We see him as the teacher and irre-
placeable comrade and friend of the
author, who since the time of the
war, and especially after Liberation,
had direct work and social links with

Comrade Enver and was cne of his
closest collaborators.

Among the nurerous qualities and
the outstanding and all-round values
of the figure of Comrade Enver, in
the nine chapters of the book the au-
thor has pointed out and reflected
his most characteristic features with
historical truthfulness, in a concise,
clear style and attractive language.
He scientifically defines the historic
place and role of this outstanding
man of revolutionary thought and



ALBANIA TODAY

action as the founder of the Party
and son of the revolution; the lea-
der of the Anti-fascist National Li-
beration War and architect of the
new Albania; the close friend and
educator of the younger generation;
the architect and champion of the
socialist school and culture and the
ceaseless revolutionization of them;
the ardent patriot and internationalist;
the strategist of socialist construc-
tion and temperer of the peopla’s
state power; the man who made him-
self immortal and will remain for-

ever in the mind and heart of every
Albanian.

With powerful emotions, but also
in a lofty optimistic spirit, the pain-
ful moments of the great calamity
of April 1985 are described. The
book described in majestic terms the-
se rare qualities which our people,
young and old, displayed in the days
of parting from the unforgettable lea-
der, the indomitable will of the peo-
ple to unite more firmly around the
Party, to always implement its teach-
ings, to march with determination
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and loyalty on the road of Enver,
to hold aloft the banner of the strug-
gle for freedom and socialism and
to carry forward hijs immortal work
always.

The book Our Enver, dedicated to
the brilliant figure of Comrade Enver
Hoxha, is a great homage paid to
him on the B80th anniversary of his
birth.

The book was franslated also in the
English, French and Spanish langua-
ges.

A BROAD VISION
OF THE LEADER

Comrade Ramiz Alia’'s OQOur Enver
is one of the most important books in
the political history published in the
epoch of socialism in our country.

The importance of the book is con-
ditioned by two factors: first, by the
argument it freats — the figure of
the founder and architect of today’s
Albania, Enver Hoxha: and second,
because this broad vision is given by
the man who is in the leadership of
socialist Albania today. Being elec-
ted as the First Secretary of the
Central Committee of the PLA, a
function which was justly considered
irreplaceable, the author, as the first
to lead the country after the death
of the founder and leader, considers
it his duty towards the Party and
the whole Albanian people to exa-
mine his own ideas about Enver
Hoxha, his own assessments, remini-
scences and his sense of responsabi-
lity, which, at the same time, are as-
sessments, reminiscences and a sense

AND
THE EPOCH

by ISMAIL KADARE

of responsability connected with the
whole history of our socialist country.

In this manner, by examining the
central figure of an historic epoch,
which still continues, this book in-
cludes in itself the whole period of
time in which we are living. The di-
mension of the future is, nevertheless,
just as powerful, indeed it is one
of the primary qualities of the book.

From the very first phrases of the
book the author admits that it was
easy to tackle the task of portraying
the figure of Enver Hoxha, and this
is understandable, because the por-
traying of this comprehensive and
profound figure means practically the
portraying of the entire history of
Albania in the second half of the
20th century.

Although the author considers his
task incomplete and unfinished (in
the introduction he calls his book just
«notes»), in fact this book, as a who-
le, is complete from all aspects. Being

a homage and an act of lyalty to
Enver Hoxha, it is also a wide-sweep-
ing historical consideration of all the
questions which the history of socia-
lism has put forward before the Al-
banian people, a program of the roads
which will be followed in the futu-
re, a clear platform and an answer
to all the analysts who, for their dif-
ferent purposes, follow the road of
Albania’s advance,

This aim is brilliantly achieved in
the book, which, apart from other
things, has the merit of clarity, pre-
cision, directness. As any other book
which has loyalty and sincerity at its
foundations, this work exists without
pompous phrases, without farfetched
epithets and without high-falutin rhe-
torics and declarations. As Zéri i po-
pullit rightly evaluates it, this book,
apart from other things is an examplz
of how to write about the leader in
general, about the personalities and
historic events.
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Comrade Ramiz Alia’s book is of
special interest for the Albanian in-
telligenisia, for the artists and wri-
ters, in particular, The fifth chapter
of the book, entitled «More culture for
the people», is devoted to the problems
of culture, Enver Hoxha’s ideas, ins-
tructions and platform of this impor-
tant domain of life.

«When he spoke about culture, he
was, you might say, completely in
his element», says the author about
Enver Hoxha. «On +this subject his
oratory was more brilliant than in any
other instance and his thinking rea-
ched the greatest profundity.»

Putting the author’s idea in other
words, we can say that since for a
quarter of a century the author was
secretary of the CC of the PLA in
charge of ideology, in which culture,
literature and arts were included, he
himself is just as much in his ele-
ment when he dwells on problems of
these spheres.

The quesfions of culture and evo-
cations of it are {reated not only in
the chapter on culture, but also in
other parts of the book, in those parts
in which he speaks about the youth,
the school and education, science and
the emancipation of the Albanian so-
ciety. These questions are mentioned
in. the first chapter, one of the most
important and comprehensive chapters
of the book, entitled «Son of the re-
volution», and through to the Ilast
chapter, in which there is the very
well-found and moving reference to
Enver Hoxha’s farewell speech of
Greetings addressed to the Albanian
people on the occasion of the 40th
anniversary of the Liberation, this
«real “masterpiece of Albanian jour-
nalism and of Albanian culture in ge-
neral», as the author characterizes it,
which evokes in him the famous verse
of Naim:

«When you see that I am absent
Do not think that I have died.

I am living, still in life,

I am truly in the light.»

The chapter devoted to questions
of culture provides a complete histo-
rical tableau of everything which the

new Albania undertook and carried
out for the developmeni of culture,
from the lasi days of November 1944
until today. The action for culture un-
deriaken by tne mnewborn Albanian
state developed hand in hand with
ine other fundamental tasks: ensur-
ing the independence, carrying out
the great socio-economic reforms, set-
ting up and strengthening the demo-
cratic institutions, eic. The author
explains that the whole serious atti-
tude towards culture was illuminated
by the principle that «culture is free-
dom, is the reign of truth, is secu-
rity in the solution of situations, is
emancipation and civilization.»

Comrade Ramiz Alia explains clear-
ly that Enver Hoxha’s vision of cul-
ture proceeded from the fact that our
people, despite their illiteracy, were
not ignorant. <«Indeed, without any
exaggeration the vitality of their cul-
ture. is unrivalled,» he writes. This
explains why this people, being in
nistorical contacts and relations with
the Greek culture and under the pres-
sure of the subsequent Roman, Slav
and Turkish cultural invasions, mana-
ged to preserve the identity of thzir
own culture. Such a thing, the author
continues, could not come about as
a result of conservation alone. In the
first place, it was the result of their
inborn creative force.

In our century the National Libe-
ration War was waged, apart from
other things, under the aegis of cul-
ture. The author mentions the con-
cise slogan of Enver Hoxha’s, «More
bread, more culture for the people»,
which became part of the program
of the first Democratic Government
of the PR of Albania, and entered
history.

In this section of the book, Com-
rade Ramniz Alia depicts a powerful
tableau of the clash between the
correct and far-seeing vision of the
Party and its founder about culture
and Kog¢i Xoxe’s distorted and obscu-
rantist optic, couched with ultra-re-
volutionary slogans. This counter-cur-
rent, the spawn of the darkest igno-
rance, combined with savagery and
careerism, ftried to destroy the new
culture on the dawn of freedom. «Cul-~
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ture frighiened Koci Xoxe,» Comrade
Ramiz Alia writes, «just as it frigh-
tens all inose wno, instead of free-
dom, have tyranny in their hearts and
instead of the thirst for knowledge,
sinister evil designs.»

The author goes on ito explain the
struggle which the Party and Comrade
Enver Hoxha had to wage for the
destruction of this dangerous clique,
which, among other things, worked
on the sly to bring about a division
in culture, to destroy the intelligentsia
and i0 negate the values of literature
and arts in the name of the so-called
new proletarian art. The author stops
to dwell on the important moment
when Enver Hoxha, in complete op-
position with Kog¢i Xoxe and compa-
ny, and on the basis of the Leninist
principles, personally guided a care-
ful and persistent work to create
harmony in the ranks of the crea-
tive intelligentsia, especially by bring-
ing together the generation of the
1930, the most progressive part of
which, emerging from their passivity
or isolation, united with the army of
the writers, artists and scientists of
the new epoch. The author mentions
Comrade Enver Hoxha’s personal inte-
rest in the rapprochement and the ac-
tivation of such distinguished scien-
tists as Eqrem abej and others,
which became an important factor for
the further development of the Alba-
nian science.

One of the important actions of the
Party devoted to the problems of
literature and arts, which the author
mentions, is the 15th Plenum of the
Central Committee of the Party in
1965, in which, Enver Hoxha and he
himself, as leader of the ideological
section, raised questions of fundamen-
tal importance, such as the rela-
tionship between the tradition and
innovatory in our arts, the highlight-
ing of the values of popular art,
correct understanding of the rela-
tionship between the mnational and
world culture, by avoiding such con-~
fusing alternatives as vulgar folklo-
rism, cosmopolitism, etc. Another
event of special weight, on which the
author has stopped, is the 4th Ple-
num of the CC of the Party in 1973,



e e

S AR

ALBANIA TODAY

at which Enver Hoxha himself dealt
sternly with the spirit of liberalism
that had begun to be noticed in the
Albanian literature and arts in the
beginning of the 1970s. As Enver
Hoxha in his well-known speech puts
it, this spirit of liberalism which
emerged as an influence of the «sof-
tening» waves from the western capi-
talist countries and from the eastern
revisionist countries, strove to orienta-
te our literature and arts towards
a spirit of conciliation, towards the
anti-heroism, and abstract humanism.

Among the other events which have
already become part of the Alba-
nian cultural legacy, the author men-
tions the famous meeting in the be-
ginning of the 1960s, in which the
very wise and cautious intervention
of Enver Hoxha wags decisive in avoid-
ing grave misunderstandings which
threatened to divide our creative for-
ces in the complicated conditions
created in our literary circles after
a long debate without precedent in
its history.

At this meeting the author was pre-
sent together with the leader of the
country, the central protagonist. Com-
rade Ramiz Alia delivered the main
report in which the main problems
emerging from this heated debate
were presented. In his book he evokes
a subsequent conversation which he
had with Enver Hoxha about the
famous argument and division bet-
ween the romanticists and classicists,
caused in the last century after the
performance in Paris of Victor Hu-
g0’s «Hernani» In this conversation
it is implied that knowledge of the
world history and culture and the
steps by which it has risen, has bsen
one of the main factors which made
Enver Hoxha feel in his element when
he spoke about and assessed culture.

By throwing light on the figure of
Enver Hoxha, on this aspeet of his
as an outstanding intellectual, eru-
dite and humanist, the author ex-
plains that Enver Hoxha’s passiona-
te attitude towards the treasury of
world culture and art, his intransigen-
ce towards cosmopolitism and xeno-
phobia, one of the infantile diseases of
the socialist state, were the logical

product of his all-round personality.
«A man with such a broad culture and
learning as Enver,» the author wri-
tes, «could not allow the isolation
of the (Albanian) mpeople from the
most outstanding achievements of
world culture and science of all
times.»

In this moment Comrade Ramiz Alia
reminds the reader that Enver Hoxha,
despite the many things he had to do
as leader of the Party and the sta-
te, found time to write pure scienti-
fic works such as «The Uprising of
the Peasantry of Central Albania,
Led by Haxhi Qamili», «A Little His-
tory», «About the Men of the Renais-
sance», etc. Likewise, there is also
mention of his special passion for
the Albanological and archaeological
sciences in support of the confir-
mation of the autochthonous charac-
ter of the Albanian people, as one of
the most ancient peoples of the Bal-
kan Peninsula.

Throughout the whole book, and
not only in the chapter devoted to
culture, Enver Hoxha’s global vision
of history and culture is present, as
it is present also in his own work,
in which there is a very natural
ring in the mention, for example, of
an ancient city like Butrint, which
in one instance is evoked in connec-
tion with the ancient Greek-Albanian
proximity, and in another instance,
is made the scene of a dramatic
conversation with a foreign prime
minister, who proposed that precisely
in this city a military base should
be set up especially against Greece.

In Comrade Ramiz Alia’s book there
is always a similar combination
of reminiscences, assessments and dia-
logues with the reader, all of them
in an effort to throw a most comple-
te light on the various aspects of
the many-sided versatile figure of
Enver Hoxha, and the more comple-
te elucidation of the problems which
history placed on the road of the
Albanian people in this half of our
century. Most of them are answers
which serve as an orientation for the
solution of the problems which time
has raised or may raise in the fu-
ture.
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To remain to the examples which
have to do with culture, concretely
with the political articles of the
French writers and journalists, there
is a very significant episode which
the author puts in at the last chap-
ter of the book, in which he deseri-
bes how Enver Hoxha reacted to an
article which contained the phrase:
«Enver Hoxha’s Albania stands like
a granite rock facing the external
blockade,> writing on the margin with
a nervous hand: «No one has bequea-
thed Albania to me, it belongs to the
people, to all Albanijans.»

Further on Comrade Ramiz Alia
writes: «To use his own words, for
Enver Hoxha the people and the
Party were the greatest -treasures...
Before- them™ he always felt himself
a ‘soldier and a servant.»

An inner dialectics connects the
whole texture of this book, the histo-
ry of the problems which are raised
in it, ‘the coherence, the continuity
and the perspective of them.

The author shows that the impor-
*ant and decisive issues for the de-
velopment of culture, literature and
the arts in our country, which he
has raised after the death of Enver
Hoxha, have been in the logic of a
whole line. The systematic struggle
against the efforts to level out per-
sonalities, against the equalization of
values, against which Comrade Ramiz
Alia has been outspoken from the 5th
Plenum of the CC of the Party in
1988, and the struggle for the uplift
of quality of our literature and arts,
which he raised two years ago, cons-
titute key moments, the solution of
which conditions mény things in the
development of our literature and arts
in the future.. ’

Our Enver is a special book. for
the Albanian reader. It is a book by
one of the closest collaborators of
Enver Hoxha, while he was alive,
and of the present leader of Albania
in these three and a half years after
his death. But his book is much mo-
re than that. It is the book of a com-
rade, an interlocutor. Therefore the
pages of this book combine the pen-
manship of the statesman and thé
inmost feelings of the man. In iis
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pages the profound political analyses
and the dramatic events of history are
combined with lyrical fragments, di-
rect dialogues with the reader, parts
of a diary, intimate and touching,
joyful or painful memories. In its
pages, along with the militancy of
the communist leader, there is a strong
current of humanity and benevolence

This is a very valuable quality for
any author, butf when he is both
author and leader of the country, this
quality is amplified and assumes spe-
cial dimensions. Such qualities, which
are at the foundation of the social-
philosophical conception, which has
characterized the Albanian throughout
history, about his own leaders and

B
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tribunes, both of small regions and
of tho whole nation, are, in the last
analysis, another testimony to the cul-
ture of the Albanian people. Therefo-
re, this book, being important and
unique for the Albanian reader, be-
causn it carries the message of the
leader of the country, will also be
the book of a close friend.

COMRADE ENVER HOXHA’S
BOOK «YEARS OF MY YOUTH»
CAME OFF THE PRESS
AND WAS PUT
INTO CIRCULATION

Years of My Youth, a new book of
Corrade Enver Hoxha, came off the
press and was put into circulation.
It constitutes another beautiful gift
to our people in the festive atmosphere
of the 80th anniversary of the birth
of the unforgettable glorious 'lea-
der. :

Through this book of memoirs, Com-
rade Enver Hoxha comes among us
young, full of energy and vitality,
with a fiery heart and clear mind,
full of preoccupations for his own peo-
ple, just as he was and remained
throughout all his life, just as he
will remain in the memory of all
the generations of our country.

The book Years of My Youth, as a
continuation of the book Years of My
Childhood, acquaints the reader with
that part of the life of Comrade Enver
Hoxha, when he formed and conso-
lidated the most important features
of his character and world outlook,

when he was nourished with the ideo-
logy of the proletariat, crystallized
his conviction as a communist revolu-
tionary, and sought and defined his
only noble aim: to serve his own
people, the cause of the freedor,
socialism and communism with devo-
tion to the end.

The book is a dedication to the
progressive Albanian youth of the
1930s, a monument of tribute to
Korca and its people, to the Lycée
in which he studied, and above all,
to the Korca proletariat, to his
«first teachers and comrades of com-
munism». The book reveals a full
tableau of the pre-war Albania full
of poverty and suffering, but also full
of hope for a happy fuiure. It reflects
the efforts of the Albanian people
and youth to find the road of salva-
tion, as well as the beginnings of
the communist movement in Albania,
and, in this context, it is thoroughly

permeated by the feeling of love of
country, progress and humanity of
the young Enver Hoxha.

The book Years of My Youth makes
also an assessment of the world pro-
gressive culture, especially the cul-
ture of the French people, their re-
volutionary history, the great men
they have produced from their bo-
som.

Through many reminiscances and
episodes from his student life, we
see the figure of Enver Hoxha in the
prime of his youth: thirsty for know-
ledge and culture, modest and socia-
ble, far-seeing and full of spiritual
force and a clear mind for revolu-
tionary actions.

With the invaluable teachings which
it contains, the book is another sour-
ce of inspiration and pride for th=
working, masses, especially for the Mar-
xist-Leninist education of our youn-
ger generation,



COMRADE ENVER HOXHA'’S
BOOK «YEARS OF MY YOUTH)»
IS PRESENTED -
IN THE CITY OF KORCA

On the eve of the 80th anniversary
of Comrade Enver Hoxha’s birth, in
the «A.Z. Cajupi» theatre of the ci-
ty of Korga, the book of the belo-
ved and unforgettable leader Years
of My Youth was presented. The
event was followed by the first night
of the colour documentary film of the
«New Albania» Film Studio, adapted
for the screen from this book.

Inhabitants of the city, veterans of
the war and work, members and clo-
se relatives of the martyrs’ families,
working people of work and produc-
tion cenires, educational, cultural and
scientific sectors, and arnymen, young
men and women, pioneers of Enver,
were present,

Also attending were member of
the Political Bureau of the Central
Committee of the Party and first sec-
retary of the district Party Committee,
Comrade Pali Miska, alternate mem-
ber of the Political Bureau of the
Central Committee of the Party and
vice-chairman of the Council of Mi-
nisters, Comrade Vangjel Cérrava,
member of the Central Committee of
the Parity and President of the Gena-
ral Council of the Democratic Front
of Albania, Nexhmije Hoxha, chair-
man of the Executive Committee of
the district People’s Council, Gjergji
Krastafillaku, and other comrades.

The ceremony was opened by the
secretary of the district Party Com-
mittee, Jani Ballta.

The speech of the occasion was
made by the alternate member of
the Central Committee of the Party,

Spiro Dede.

«We have gathered here today,>
said Comrade Spiro Dede among other
things, «to honour the memory of and
to pay homage to the youth of Enver
Hoxha. We took the clue for this
from the many wonderful reminiscen-
ces which he lef{ as a manusecript, in
which he tells us, as he knows, about
his youth, the age when he formed
his character and determined his
way in life. The all-powerful character
of this outstanding man of the Alba-
nian land and the glorious road which
he chose and followed -consistently
from his youth, are already known
and tested in battles over 50 and mo-
re. years. Therefore, by commemorat-
ing and honouriné the youth of Enver
Hoxha,
road full of efforts and privations of

we honour and evoke the

that simple boy of the people, who,
thinking
and character, thanks to the world out-

by mere strength of his

look which he embraced and the in-
tensive activity he carried out, made
an epoch in each field of the Alba-
nian life.

«He wrote the memoirs Years of
My Youth in the 1970’s when he
had been through decades of a colos-
sal struggle and work at the head of
the Party and the people, when as
the leader,
of the new Albania, as an outstanding

stratcgist, and architect

statesman and a man of learning, he
had to cope with all the intensive
political and

ideological, economic

and scientific activity. Despite this
all-sided occupation, despite the un-
interrupted work, the reminiscences

of his youth are amazing for the ¢o-

lourful and vivid events and descrip-
tions, the transparence of details and
language, the freshness of his memo-
ry, the humour, and the skilful and
elastic narrative. Today, when he is
80 years of age, he places in our
hands neot just a faithful mirror of
but
above all, a great teaching: real man,
whether at the age of 60 or 80, re-

one of the periods of his life,

mains always youthful in his spirit,
in his thinking and in his actions
when he lives with dignity, when he
never for a moment dissociates him-
self from the work and efforts for
the good of the people and the Ho-
meland.

«The extension of his youth in time,»
the speaker continued, «begins from
the mid-1920s until the beginning of
the 1940s: the <geography» of his youth
includes Gjirokastra and Korga, Tirana
and Montpellier, Paris and Brussels,
without speaking of the fiery years
of the war, when he criss-crossed
the whole country, was in every town
and village, plain and hill of Alba-
nia, at the head of the Party and
Wherever he

trod and wherever he studied and

the insurgent people.

worked, he learned very much, loved
earnestly and never withheld his res-
pect for the people and the places
he knew. But among all of them he
devoted a special place in his heart
to Korca and its people.

«The ceremony which is organized
in Korca today is, at the same time,
the continuation of his well-known
virtue and custom of trying to be
edual to and to compensate a hundred
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and a thousand fold for everything

good the Party and the people have

done and said for him. That is what
he always did when he was alive.
Ten days ago, you with your Ilove
and wish, brought him t{o Korca
in the shape of a beautiful monument
cast in bronze, in which he will be
always young as this city and its
folk knew him 50-60 years ago.
Through the memoirs which we are
presenting here today he erects a
monument of real love for and gra-
titude to this city and its people,
to the traditions and culture of the

Korca people, who are courageous,

hard-working, progressive, to their
spirit of innovation, to the contribu-
tion which Korga has made and con-
tinues to make in the whole life of
the country.

«It is a great honour to be descri-
bed <the city of my youth- by Enver
Hoxha; it is a high appraisal when
the great teacher of the Party and
beople, the communist of an interna-
tional stature, calls the «civilized and
progress-loving workers of Korca> his
own teachers.

«These high assessments about Kor-
ca and the people are not just an
expression of a great and generous

THE BOOK
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heart, as Enver Hoxha’s heart was.
They are not just the consequence of
natural nostalgia of the man when he
recalls his own youth. Kor¢a is worth
all the praises of Enver Hoxha, be-
cause it really did much for him and
for the whole generation among whom
the unforgettable Enver Hoxha grew
up into prominence.»

Then Viktor Gjika, People’s Artist,
documented on the film <«Years of
My Youth», which he directed and
wrote the script. '

The hall followed the film with great
interest and applauded frequently.

«REMINISCENCES ABOUT ENVER»

WAS PUT

INTO CIRCULATION

The book Reminiscences about Enver
came off the press and was put into
circulation in the framework of the
80th anniversary of Comrade Enver
Hoxha’s birth.

It contains reminiscences and im-
pressions of Comrade Enver’s comra-
des, cofighters and close collabora-
tors, of leaders of the Party and the
state, cadres and working people from
different sectors of the economy and
culture, art and literature, the army,
ete, who knew him or met him in dif-
ferent periods of his life and activity.

This collection contains reminiscen-
ces by comrades and friends of his
ybuth, their impressions from Comrade

Enver’s activity during the years of
the National Liberation War and,
especially, from his many-sided acti-
vity in the years of the socialist cons-
truction of the country.

The materials of this volume have
been selected from among thousands
of pages written with affection and
love by working people and cadres
all over Albania. This books acquaints
the readers with aspects of the acti-
vity of the leader of the Party and
people for the strengthening and re-
volutionization of the work of the
Party, the continuous orientations
which Comrade Enver Hoxha issued

about the independent and powerful

development of our socialist econo-
my, his instructions about the deve-
lopment and strengthening of our in-
dustry, especially the heavy and min-
ing industry, the prosperity of the
socialist countryside, the improvement
of the work of the Party with the
cadres and the youth, and his cons-
tant preoccupation for the develop-
ment of our new science, ete.

This book, prepared by the «8 Nén-
tori» Publishing H~use, opens the se-
ries of Selected Memoirs dedicated
to the figure, life and work of the
beloved and unforgettable leader of

our Party and people, Comrade Enver
Hoxha.



On October 3, on the occasion of
the 80th anniversary of the birth of
Comrade Enver Hoxha, the Institute
of Marxist-Leninist Studies and the
«V.I. Lenin» Higher Party School or-
ganized a scientific session on the
theme «Present problems of scientific
socialism» at this school.

Present at the session were workers
and directors of scientific institutions,
the ministries and party organs at
the centre and in the districts, workers
of the apparatus of the Central Com-
mittee of the Party, teachers and stu-
dents. ;

Attending the session were also
members of the Political Bureau of
the CC of the Party, Comrades Simon
Stefani and Hekuran Isai, alternate
member of the Political Bureau of
the CC of the Party and First Secre-
tary of the Party Committee for the
Tirana district, Comrade Pirro Kondi,
member of the CC of the Party and
Director of the Institute of Marxist-
Leninist Studies, Comrade Nexhmije
Hoxha, and other comrades.

The session was declared open by
the director of the «V.I. Lenin» Higher
Party School, Comrade Tefta Cami.

Then Prof. Ragi Madhi read the
report «Problems of the theory and
practice of socialism in the light of
the teachings of the Party and Com-
rade Enver Hoxha». The report sum-
med up the outstanding contribution
of Comrade Enver Hoxha to the cons-
truction of socialism in Albania, as
well as to the development and fur-
ther enrichment of the Marxist-Le-
ninist theory of socialism.

The construction of socialism in Al-
bania, he said among other things,
is a great victory of the Albanian
people, as well as a great victory of
the Marxist-Leninist thought. The
fundamental teachings of the Marxist-
Leninist doctrine found their full con-
firmation and were developed fur-
ther in the experience of Albania.
The Party and Comrade Enver Hoxha
shouldered the difficult task of work-
ing out a comprehensive theoretical

SCIENTIFIC
SESSIONS

thought to avert the threat of revi-
sionist degeneration and the retrogres-
sion of the revolution and socialist
construction, to ensure the ceaseless
development of the socialist revolu-
tion. Comrade Enver Hoxha’s struggle
against modern revisionism and the
teachings that derive from this struggle
are always actual, and they are a po-
werful weapon in the hands of our
Party to expose and smash the pre-
sent modern revisionist concepts and
practices against socialism and the
general laws of its development.
Ten papers were also read at the
session, such as that by Prof. Harilla
Papajorgji, «The importance of the
teachings of Comrade Enver Hoxha
for the principle of self-reliance in

socialist construction», that of the
Candidate of Sciences, Zana Alia,
«The teachings of the Party and

Comrade Enver Hoxha on the class
struggle and its peculiarities in the
present conditions», that of Prof. So-
tir Manushi, «The actual values of
Comrade Enver Hoxha’s thought for
coping successfully with the bourgeois-
revisionist ideological aggression», that
of Prof. Vangjel Moisiu, «The anti-
socialist essence of Gorbachov’s pere-
stroika seen in the light of the teach-
ings of Comrade Enver Hoxha», etc.

On the same day, the Party Com-
mittee and the Rectorate of the «Bnver
Hoxha» University of Tirana organi-
zed a scientific session on the theme
«Comrade Enver Hoxha on culture».

Present at the session were tea-
chers, cadres and workers of cultural
and scientific research institutions, stu-
dents and other guests.

Attending the session were also
member of the Political Bureau and
Secretary of the Central Committee
of the Party, Comrade Lenka Cuko,
member of the Political Bureau of
the Party and vice-chairman of the
Council of Ministers, Comrade Manush
Myftiu, and other comrades.

The report «The ideas and teachings
of Enver Hoxha — the unshakeable
foundation for the further develop-

ment of socialist culture in our coun-
try» was read by Prof. Alfred Uci.
Among other things he pointed out
the thirst for culture and the indo-
mitable yearning for study, which we-
re a powerful passion of the leader,
his constant interest about world cul-
ture, the important and cultural achie-
vements and movements of mankind,
which were the object not only of
his study, but also of his profound
meditations.

Prof. Alfred Ugi emphasized that
Enver Hoxha was a through-and-
through Albanian patriotic thinker
whose cultural world was developed
on the Albanian soil, the history and
culture of our people and their cul-
tural aspirations and traditions. Know-
ledge and assimilation of the trea-
sury of world and national culture
were the foundation on which the
cultural world of Enver Hoxha was
set up.

Some papers were also read at the
session.

On October 4, the Institute of Stu-
dies of International Relations orga-
nized a scientific session on the theme
«The Problems of foreign policy and
the current world development in the
light of the teachings of Comrade
Enver Hoxha» at the Ministry for Fo-
reign Affairs.

Attending the session were workers
and heads of departments of the Mi-
nistry for Foreign Affairs, the Minis-
tries and various educational, cultu-
ral and scientific institutions of the
capital. Present at the session were
also member of the Political Bureau
and Secretary of the Central Commit-
tee of the Party, Comrade Foto Cami,
alternate member of the Political Bu-
reau of the Central Committee of the
Party and Vice-chairman of the Coun-
cil of Ministers, Comrade Vangjel Cé-
rrava, and other comrades.

The session was declared open by
the Director of the Institute, Prof.
Sofokli Lazri. Nine reports were read
at the session. ‘

The Vice-minister for Foreign Af-
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fairs, Comrade Sokrat Plaka, read the
report «Comrade Enver Hoxha — foun-
der and builder of the new Albanian
diplomacy». After pointing out the di-
plomatic art of Comrade Enver Hoxha,
the author emphasized that Albanian
diplomacy is built on solid bases of
principle, far from any pragmatism
and narrow national interest; it has
always found the full support of
world opinion, because it has fought
for a just cause, and has been cha-
racterized by a rigorous logic of ar-
gumentation and action. Comrade
Enver Hoxha did not see the foreign
policy of a socialist country or its
lever, diplomacy, as something ossi-
fied and outside contemporary con-
tacts. Based on the decisions of the
9th Congress of the Party and the
immortal teachings of Comrade Enver,
the author said in conclusion, «Alba-
nian diplomacy, led by Comrade Ramiz
Alia personally, has in the recent
years scored a number of major suc-
cesses in the sphere of foreign poli-
cy.»

The Institute of Economic Studies at
the Central State Planning Commis-
sion and the Faculty of Economics of
the <«Enver Hoxha» University of
Tirana also organized a scientific ses-
sion on the theme «On some pro-

lems of the economic development
of the country» in one of the halls
of the Palace of Culture of the ca-
pital.

Apart from economists and specia-
lists in finance, workers of scienti-
fic research institutions, directors of
economic enterprises, teachers of the
Faculty of Economics and other guests,
the session was also attended by
member of the Political Bureau and
Secretary of the Central Committee of
the Party, Comrade Hajredin Celiku,
member of the Political Bureau of the
CC of the Party and Vice-chairman
of the Council of Ministers, Comrade
Besnik Bekteshi, alternate member of
the Political Bureau of the Party and
Minister of Industry and Mining, Com-
rade Llambi Gegprifti, and other
comrades.
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In the great legacy of theory and
practice of Comrade Enver Hoxha, the
problems of the management and plan-
ned development of the economy oc-
cupy a particular place, is said among
other things, in the report «Some
directions of perfecting the planning
of the economy through a better har-
monization of democratic centralism
with democracy» read by the vice-
chairman of the State Planning Com-
mission, Bujar Kolaneci. The Party
and Comrade Enver Hoxha have cons-
tantly seen to it that the organiza-
tion and planned management of the
economy, the structure, relations and
inter-dependence of state and eco-
nomic organs should be realized on
the basis of democratic centralism.

Some other reports and papers we-
re also read at the session.

Scientific sessions on the woccasion
of the 80th anniversary of the birth
of Comrade Enver Hoxha were held
also at other cultural, educational
and scientific institutions of the coun-
try.

THE NATIONAL
FOLKLORE FESTIVAL
OF GJIROKASTRA 1988

On the eve of the 80th anniversary
of the birth of the beloved and un-
forgettable leader, Comrade Enver
Hoxha, from October 6 to 12 the Na-
tional Folklore Festival 1988 took place
with complete success in the city of
his birth, Gjirokastra, with the parti-
cipation of over 1700 singers, dancers,
instrumentalists, and rhapsods from
the 26 districts of the country. For
a whole week they demonstrated on
the stage of the ancient castle of Gjiro-
kastra the finest values of the rich
treasury of our people’s creative-
ness.

In the afternoons and evenings of
this week the castle of Gjirokastra

and the whole museum city lived in
the joyful atmosphere of the Fes“civ‘al,
with the folk songs and dances which
turned the National Folklore Festival
into the more important cultural and
artistic event of the year, and a tru-
ly popular celebration.

However, the greatest day for the
participants in the festival will remain
October 11 when the 1st Secretary of
the Central Committee of the Party
and President of the Presidium of
the People’s Assembly, Comrade Ramiz
Alia, came to attend the performances
of the last day of the Festival. Other
Party and state leaders came toge-
ther with him, too.

Comrade Ramiz Alia had warm

meetings with the participants in the
Festival from the different districts
of the country. Walking along the
road of the 18 Seplember Quarter he
affectionately greeted the residents of
Gjirokastra and the participants in
the Festival, who had turned out
dressed in multicoloured folk costu-
mes singing and dancing.
- Then, accompanied by other Party
and state leaders, Comrade Ramliz
Alia went up to the hill on which
the monument of Comrade Enver
Hoxha stands. He came up to the mo-
nument and laid a bouquet of flo-
wers at the pedestal.
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He admires the monument of his
glorious and unforgettable comra-
de, teacher and leader.

It is truly beautiful. All the comra-
des that have seen it have remained
astonished. I have seen it on the
TV, have seen it on photos and now
I am seeing it in the place. It is
so beautiful that it makes us the im-
pression as if Enver is here among us,
admiring his beautiful city. And the
city sees Enver. You and your com-
rades have done a fine work.

The mnext day the 1st S=cretary of
the Central Committee of the Party
and President of the Presidium of the
People’s Assembly, Comrade Ramiz
Alia, was seen off with warm affec-
tion by the people and the participants
in the Festival.

On October 12 the closing ceremony
of the National Folklore Festival 1988
took place. The ceremony was attended
also by member of the Political Bu-
reau and Secretary of the Central
Committee of the Party, Corrade Foto
Cami, member of the Political Bureau
‘and Secretary of the Central Commit-
tee of the Party, Corarade Hajredin
Celiku, member of the Political Bu-

reau of the Central Committee of the
Party, Comrade Pali Miska, al-
ternate member of the Political Bu-
reau of the Central Committee of the
Party and Chief of the General Staff
of the Army, Corrade Kico Mustaqi,
members of the Central Committee of
the Party and Government, and others.

Present at the ceremony were also
foreign students, ethnomusicologists,
ethnographers, and ethnologists from
some countries of the world, Arbére-
shi from Sicily and Calabria, com-
patriots from the United States, and
many guests.

According to an already established
tradition, those present watched with
great Interest the parade of folk costu-
mes of different zonesof the country,
one of the activities of the Festival.

Then the troupe of the Ensemble of
Folk Songs and Dances gave a con-
cert which was outstanding for its
contemporary themes, the combina-
tion of the traditional folklore with
the new one, and the high level of
elaboration of various folklore pie-
ces, etc.

The head of the central jury of
the Festival, Comrade Nasi Lera,
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held the closing speech and proclai-
med the winners of the Festival.

«The immortal art of the people,»
he said among other things, «has been
born for us to be always closely uni-
ted with one another, hence this Fes-
tival will never end. It just has star-
ted on its way to the people. The
performances showed that our fol-
klore knows only rejuvenation and
freshness, in the spirit of our history
and the immortal teachings of the
unforgettable Enver Hoxha, and un-
der the constant care of the Party.
For the great values it brought in
the field of creativeness and interpre-
tation, this Festival was considered
as the best by all our people.

«Based on the assessment of the
central jury and the juries of the
districts, the Folklore Group of Gji-
rokastra is awarded the Flag of the
National Folklore Festival 1988 and
the folklore group of the Tropoja dis-
trict the First Prize.»

So was wound up the National
Folklore Festival of Gjirokastra which
showed once more the vitality of the
art of our people, and its great cul-
tural and spiritual richness.



LIFEOF THE

iAd
=
=
&
(==
o

THE PEOPLE OF BERAT CEL
THE INAUGURATION OF THE

COMRADE RAMIZ ALIA PARTICIPATES
IN THE POPULAR REJOICING

In the afternoon of September 29,
on the eve of the 80th anniversary
of the birth of our beloved and un-
forgettable leader Comrade Enver
Hoxha, the Bogova-Berat water-supply
line was inaugurated amid the great
enthusiasm of the population.

The rejoicing of the Berat people
became even greater when the First
Secretary of the Central Committee
of the Party and President of the
Presidium of the People’s Assembly,
Comrade Ramiz Alia, came to attend
this beautiful celebration. Thousands
of residents, workers of the textile
and oil industry, war and work wve-
terans, intellectuals, militarymen,
young men and women and pioneers
of Enver filled the streets and the
main square of the city.

Accompanied by the member of the
Political Bureau of the CC of the
Party and vice-chairman of the Coun-
cil of Ministers, Comrade Besnik
Bekteshi, Comrade Ramiz Alia heads
for the main square of the city, whe-
re he is met with great ovations by
those present. Amid the general en-
thusiasm he ascends the tribune erec-
ted in front of the museum hall in
which the historic second meeting of
the Anti-fascist National Liberation
Council was held on November 24,
1944. Comrade Ramiz Alia cordially
greets those present and the square
resounds for whole minutes with ar-
dent applause for the Party.

On behalf of the Berat people, the
first secretary of the Party Commit-
tee of the Berat district, Comrade
Abdy!l Pilafi, welcomes Comrade Ramiz
Alia and expresses his rejoicing at the
great honour he has done the Berat
people by coming to their midst again.

Amid the indescribable enthusiasm
of those present Comrade Ramiz Alia
rises to speak.

The Central Committee of the Party,
said he among other things, sent me
to take part in this great popular
celebration not only as an answer to
the invitation the main leaders of the
district made me on your behalf so-
me days ago but also and in the first
place because-the Party feels it its
duty to respect those who keep their
word and become an inspiring exam-
pie for all,

Two years ago, when I came to
Berat to atiend the Party Conference
of the district, I had the honour and
the special pleasure of announcing
the decision of the Party to start the
work for the construction of the Bo-
gova-Berat water supply line. In reply
to this decision, the Conference de-
cided to complete this great project
within 1988. So today, on the day of
its inauguration, we fecl doubly hap-
py: both because from this day on
the Berat people will be supplied with
abundant water at any time and be-
cause you kept the pledge you took
before the Party for the complefion
of the project on schedule.

The new water-supply line we are
inaugurating today presents an impor-
tant project on a national scale. Big
investments have been made for its
construction. The greatest reward for
all this work is the happiness of the
people, and the conviction that this
success, as all the other successes, by
increasing the well-being of the peo-
ple, will become an encouragement for
new achievements.

Securing abundant drinking water
for all the villages and inhabited

The beloved leader of the
Party and the people, Com-
rade Ramiz Alia, congratu=
lating the citizens of Berat
on the day of the inaugura-
tion of the Bogova-Berat
water-supply line.



BRATE WITH ENTHUSIASM
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centres of the country represents the
more important socio-economic action
of the 8th Five-year Plan. During
the two years that have gone by since
the announcement of this action at
the 9th Congress of the Party safis-
factory results have been achieved.

Meeting the needs of all the villa-
ges and towns of the couniry with
drinking water will be another great
achievement of our social order. It is
a big success that from the beginning
of the action to this day about 600
villages have been supplied with
drinking water, or more than one
third of the total number of the in-
habited centres eanvisaged to be sup-
plied with drinking water until the
end of 1990.

The Party has carried out a far-
sighted program for the use of water,
especially in agriculfure. On the eve
of Liberation only 10 per cent of
the arable land was irrigated in our
country, whereas in the end of the
past year this figure has risen to 57
per cent, although, with the draining
of swamps and the opening up of
new land, this area has trebled.

The Berat district, Comrade Ramiz
Alia went on, has achieved all-round
successes in the economy and other
fields. Industrial production is growing
from year to year. Investments in
production and in the socio-cultural
sector have been growing incessantly.
The buying power of the population
and the consumption of food-stuffs
and industrial products has increased
and improved.

This §ear, too, many months went
by wifhout a drop of rain through-
out the period of the intensive de-
velopment of plants. However, despi-
te these extraordinary conditions,

.agricultural production in general and

on a hectare average and per capita
of population has grown at satisfac-
tory rates in your district. Compared
with 1987, in your district the pro-
duction of milk is expected to be 24
per cent higher, that of meat 21 per
cent, that of eggs about 42 per cent,
e‘c. These indices are 2-3 {imes as
high as those of the national average.

Persistent work is being carried
out throughout the country to imple-
ment the directives of the 9th Con-
gress of the Party. This year, too,
despite the difficulties we know, agri-
cultural and industrial production on

a republic scale is expected to un-
dergo a satisfactory increase as com-
pared with the past year. In animal
husbandry production will grow about
7 per cent, a growth that has not
been achieved over many years and
which will consolidate the change that
has taken place. Export, another im-
portant sector in the development of
the economy, this year is expected to
grow about three times as quickly
as the social product, in general.

Unlike the other years, although
ihe protracted drought caused wus
great damage, with the measures that
were taken, also by reducing exports,
the hydro-power industry succeeded
in meeiing the needs of the country
better. The pregram of capital invest-
ments is, on a whole, developing re-
gularly, while work is going on with
great intensity on the major projects
of the present five-year plan.

The vitality of our economy and
the importance of the results achie-
ved stand out even better if we take
into account the fact that our deve-
lopment relies only on our own for-
ces, only on our financial and ma-
terial resources. At the same time, a
grave economic and social situation
has arisen in many countries. Many
states, in Europe and on the other con-
tinents, find themselves deepin debts.

The all-round progress of our coun-
try was especially emphasized at the
6th Plenum of the CC of the Party,
which, as it has been announced, suc-
cessfully carried out its proceedings
in these recent days. This Plenum
dealt with the problems of foreign
trade, the increase of the export ca-
pacitg’hof the country and the fur-
ther improvement of the effectiveness
in this broad activity.

Compared with the %0’s, in the
last decade the export of goods has
doubled. Now goods exchanges with
the outside world are based more on
goods groups and, in general, pro-
cessed products, which are (finding
buyers in dozens of new foreign mar-
kets.

Then Comrade Ramiz Alia said that
the Party has had and always conti-
nues to have the constant improve-
ment of the conditions of living of
the working masses in the cenire of
its attention. For this lofty’ aim it
struggles with each passing day and
envisages tasks for the future, too.



And successes have been achieved. At
present the level of production and
consumption of the population, taken
per capita, is higher than five or
ten years ago.

Socialism relies on the revolutiona-
ry activity of the masses and their
creative thinking. It encourages the
initiative of advanced people and ca-
dres, supports everything that is to
the benefit of the people and the
Homeland.

These values of socialism are find-
ing a powerful expression also in
the broad discussion that is being
carried out about the Draft-constitu-
tion of agricultural cooperatives. Our
revolutionary peasantry has set the
more essential problems of socialist
life in the countryside in the centre
of this discussion.

Through their weork, their good re-
sults, and their creative and mature

thinking, our peasantry is all-round
preparing for the 6th Congress of
Agricultural Cooperatives which will
take place scon. Proceeding from ex-
perience, this Congress will affirm
through new conclusions the correct-
ness of the road followed and the
vitality of our cooperativist order. It
will give a powerful impulse to the
development of productive forces in
agriculture and derive valuable les-
sons for the further perfection of the
economic and social relations based
on group property. This will be a
congress of all the workers of our
socialist agriculture, as well as a mar-
ked event in the life of our country.

We have a great jubilee ahead of
us: scon will we celebrate with spe-
cial respect the 80th anniversary of
the birth of Enver Hoxha, this glo-
rious tribune of the Albanian people,
this outstanding man of our nation.
Young and old in Albania _think and

work to meet this historic anniver-
sary as well as possible, because with
the name of Enver are linked all our
socialist victories, the freedom and
independence we enjoy today, the vic-
torious road we are following and
the certain future that lies ahead of us.

With us, Comrade Ramiz Alia said
in conclusion, celebrations have always
been an encouragement for new vie-
tories. Doubtlessly, the celebration that
lies ahead of us will encourage the
masses to work with greater vigour
both in industry and agriculture, so
as to express through their achieve-
ments their respect and love for
Enver Hoxha, the founder of the
Party and the creator of the new
Albania, the most beloved man for
every Albanian citizen and patriot.

Comrade Ramiz Alia’s address was
listened fo with great interest and
frequently interrupted by cheers «Long
live the Party!»

THE 5th NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF THE UNION
OF THE PHYSICAL-CULTURISTS AND
SPORTSMEN OF ALBANIA

The 5th National Conference of the
Union of Physical-culturists and Sports-
men of Albania held its proceedings
from 5-6 September 1988, in Tirana.

Participating in the Conference we-
re delegates from all the districts of
the country, the most distinguished
representatives of the physical-cultu-
ral and sports activists from the ranks
of the working class, the coopera-
tivist peasantry, the school and stu-
dent youth, armymen, sports veterans,
cadres, distinguished specialists in
sports, leading cadres of the central
and mass organizations, central de-
partments, educational, cultural and
scientific institutions, etc.

Also present was member of the
Political Bureau and Secretary of the
Central Committee of the Party, Com-
rade Foto Cami, member of the Poli-
tical Bureau of the Central Committee
of the Party and vice-chairman of

the Council of Ministers, Comrade
Manush Muyftiu, alternate member of
the Political Bureau of the Central
Committee of the Party and Chief
of the Gezneral Staff of the Army,
Comrade Kico Mustaqi, alternate
member of the Political Bureau of
the Central Committee of the Party
and first secretary of the Party Com-
mittee of the Tirana district, Comrade
Pirro Kondi, the minister of Educa-
tion, Skénder Gjinushi, and iother
comrades.

The Chairman of the Committee of
the General Council of the UPCSA,
Mehdi Bushati, delivered the report:
«We must raise the physical-culturist
and sports movement to a new higher
stage.»

The report, among other things,
pointed out that in the process of
the profound social changes made in
the years of socialism in our country,

the physical-cultural, and spcrts mo-
vement, its content and course of de-
velopment, have changed greatly and
continue to change every day. The
new physical culture which we have
created in these few decades, the more
and more massive character of our
sports and their quality, all these are
dedicated to the Party, to the archi-
tect and strategist of the new Albania,
to our great and unforgettable lea-
der, Comrade Envzr Hoxha. During
the 8th Five-year Plan, alone, the in-
vestments envisaged for the sector of
physical culture and sports are 2.1 ti~
mes as great as those made in the
two previous five-year plans taken
together. The decision of the govern-
ment for special treatment in some
kinds of sports creates favourable
conditions for their qualitative deve-
lopment. An important event both for
the working people in physical cul-



ture and sports and for the entire
people of our country was the 9th
Congress of the Party. The decisions
of this Congress and the tasks put
forward recently by the Party and
Comrade Ramiz Alia open up new
perspectives for physical culture and
sports to develop still more rapidly.

Then, the speaker went on to show
the need for further strengthening the
mass character of physical culture
and for raising its quality to a higher
level. The report also underlined the
increase in the number of those who
go in for physical-cultural and sports
activities, 70 per cent of whom are
up to 25 years of age; the extension
of the mass activities in sports; the
work which has been done and is
going on for the attainment of still
higher results in sports, and the par-
ticular care devoted to the training
and qualification of cadres, consi-
dering this as an important link in
the efforts to raise our sports to
new heights. One of the important
points of the report was also the
profound socialist character and con-
tent of our popular sports, which
are diametrically opposed to the pur-
pose of the bourgeois and revisionist
sports. :

Then contributions to the discus-
sion of the report were made.

In his speech to the Conference,
among other things, Comrade Foto
Cami said:

The 5th Conference of the UPCSA
is, without doubi, a marked event in
the life of our country, with a broad
repercussion among the masses of the
youth and the working people, who
expect that it will give a new impul-
se to the development of the physical-
cultural movement and the raising of
the qualitative level of our sports.

On this occasion, allow me, on
behalf of the Central Commiitee of
the Party and of Comrade Ramiz
Alia, personally, te bring to you, de-
legates, and te all the sportsmen and
to the many sport-amateurs whom you
represent, the heartfelt greetings and
the best wishes for progress of the
physical-cultural and sports movement.

Eight years have elapsed since
your 4th Conference was held. The
balance of the achievements you ha-
ve made in this period is rich. Physi-
cal culture and sports have been cha-
racterized by massive participation
and by the objective of attaining still

- e

higher resulis. It is more and more
thoroughly understood that physical
education, as the Party instructs, is a
constituent part of the all-round com-
munist education, not only of the ris-
ing generation, bui aiso oif all the
working masses. On this basis, a vi-
gorous physical-cultural movement
has been created and secure fore-
casts have been made for the attain-
ment of contemporary high results
in the Albanian sports. We already ha-
ve our European girl champions in
shooting, as well as many Balkan
champions in this kind of sport; we
have outstanding athletes who have
brought home a number of medals
from international events; we also ha-
ve Balkan champions in weightlifting
and volleyball, who have lined them-
selves up among the best in the Eu~-
ropean cups, as well as football
players who represent Albanian foot-
ball with dignity in the European
arena.

Physical culture and sports have
become part of the life of the broad
masses of the people and have spread
throughout the country.

The merit for all these achievements
goes to ithe working people and ca-
dres of physical culture and sports,
the specialists and organizers, mana-
gérs and coaches, to the sportsmen
themselves, as well as to our cultu-
red sports lovers, to the organization
of the UPCSA, which has led them
with intelligence on the road of pro-
gress towards higher demands of the
time.

In our country, the speaker conti-
nued, in more than four decades, ex-
tensive work has been done to spread
the physical-cultural and sports move-
ment among the masses. The main
centres of this work are the schools
and the army, and the youth are the
main social stratum which has carried
this activity continuously ahead. But
these activities have included, also,
other social environments and strata,
and the more adult population. By
proceeding on this road we have thus
created and consolidated a whole
broad and graduated system of our
sports movement.

Participation in Sports, and espe-
cially, in general physical-cultural ac-
tivities has become a great social and
educational, cultural and health ques-
tion. Without them we cannot under-
stand either the all-round communist



development of our new man of so-
cialist society, or, more concretely, the
preparation and tempering for work
and for the defence of the Homeland,
and the ceaseless improvement in the
physical and health situation of the
new generations.

The Central Committee of the Party,
he said winding up his speech, has
complete confidence that, with its de-
cisions, this Conference, which is held
on the eve of the 80th anniversary of
the birth of our unforgettable leader,
Comrade Enver Hoxha, will consti-
tute a major program of work in
order fo bring about to the full the
change which the Party demands in
the development of physical-culture
and sports, in order to implement in
practice the great tasks set by the
Party at its 9th Congress for this
important sector of our socialist life.

The delegates unanimously endorsed

the decisions and the resolution of
the 5th National Conference of the
UPCSA, which, among other things,
stress that in the context of all the
profound social transformations which
have been made in the years of so-
cialism, qualitative changes have oc-
curred also in the physical-cultural
and sports movement, in its content
and orientations. They also point out
the main directions of the future work
for the spread of physical culture and
srorts emong the masses, for raising
it to still higher levels, for transform-
ing the schools into real sports cen-
tres, for higher qualitative achieve-
ments in sports, by perfecting scien-
tific organization and direction, so as
to respond to the tasks raised by
the mew stage of the development of
the physical-cultural and sports mo-
vement, in the implementation of the
tasks of the 9th Congress of the

Party and the instructions of Com-
rade Ramiz Alia.

Then the Conference proceeded with
the election of the leading organs of
the UPCSA. The delegates -elected
the General Council of the UPCSA
consisting of 113 members. In its first
meeting, the General Council elected
its leading committee of 15 members.
Comrade Ali Vukatana was elected
Chairman of the Committee of the
General Council of the UPCSA. The
Conference also elected the presiden-
cies of the sports federations.

The closing speech was made by
the chairman of the Committee of
the General Council of the UPCSA
Ali Vukatana, who among other
things, pointed out that the important
tasks set at the Conference will be
carried out through greater mobiliza-
tion and devotion by the whole or-
ganization of the UPCSA.

Aspects of sport activities in the sports centre in Tirana.




SOLEMN MEETING
DEDICATED

TO THE 50th ANNIVERSARY

OF THE DEATH

OF THE OUTSTANDING
ALBANIAN WRITER

MIGJENI

On August 26, on the occasion of
the 50th anniversery of the death of
the outstanding Albanian writer Millosh
Gjergj Nikolla — Migjeni, the League
of Writers and Artists and the Com-
mittee of Culture and Arts organized a
solemn meeting in the hall of thz
Theatre of the Opera and Ballet in
the capital.

Present at the meeting were wri-
ters and artists, workers of scienti-
fic, educational and cultural institu-
tions, people from centres of work
and production, veterans, young men
and women, members and relatives of
Migjeni’s family.

Attending the meeting were also
member of the Political Bureau and
Secretary of the Central Committee
of the Party, Comrade Foto Cami,
member of the Political Bureau of
the CC of the Party and vice-presi-
dent of the Presidium of the People’s
Assembly, Comrade Rita Marko, mem-
ber of the Political Bureau of the
CC of the Party and vice-chairman
of the Council of Ministers, Comrade
Manush Muyftiu, alternate member of
the Political Bureau of the Party
and First Secretary of the Party Com-
mittee for the Tirana district, Com-
rade Pirro Kondi, member of the CC
of the Party and President of the
General Council of the Democratic
Front of Albania, Comrade Nexhmij2
Hoxho, the vice-president of the Pre-
sidium of the People’s Assembly, Com~
rade Xhafer Spahiu, the Minister of
Education, Comrade Skénder Gjinushi,
the President of the Academy of
Sciences, Prof. Aleks Buda, and other
comrades.

The solemn meeting was declared
open by the Head of the Committee

of Culture and Arts, Comrade Alfred
Uci.

The speech of the occasion was held
by the chairman of the League of
Writers and Artists, Comrade Dritéro
Agolli.

Today, he said among other things,
Albania honours Migjeni, its great
poet, who closed his eyes fifty years
ago when it was poor and exhausted.

Migjeni, he went on, was not a
meteor that vanished away. His light
would illuminate the meetings of com-
munists and illegals, his free wverse
weuld be copied in copybooks or se-
cretely roneotyped and read by the
partisans in the mountains. This would
be the announcement of the genuine
evaluation of his work. Then, a little
later, in free Albania, on the horizon
of our culture the Migjeni phenome-
non would emerge and atiract ever
more forcefully the attention of so-
ciety in the course of this half a cen-
tury and, gradually, new values would
be found in his work, because his
creation, as a living organism, seethes
in permanent movement.

Migjeni, Comrade Dritéro Agolli
pointed out, found a new form to
cast his material of life into. He

concentrated his whole attention on
the reality and did mot get lost in old
stories or myths. He felt that our li-
terature had grown tired of romantic
stories and legends about fairies, ey-
presses and flowers.

In a society lacking human warmth,
he said further om, cynicism and mo-
ral distortion reign supreme. This mo-
ral distortion becomes the moral norm
of a misshapen order. Migjeni cast
his glance on this face of society,
too, the face of its morality. In his



work he expresses the idea that mo-
rality is determined by interest and
the existing order that defends this
interest. He saw that the regime was
going downhill through failures in
the economy, ideology, morality and
politics. There where politics and mo-
rality suffer defeat the responsability
of the writer becomes even greater.
The writer must say what others do
not.

Migjeni is a realist writer and as
such he is an optimist. His work ex-
presses a profound pain, but a pain
full of pride. He suffers at all things
distorted he comes up against in li-
fe; he suffers at Albania’s being
backward and miserable, the most
backward country in Europe, although
living in the middle of the light of
great civilizations, but still he is con-
fident and hopeful about the future.
In his work there is a dialectical
unity of affirmation and  megation.
Through the destruction of the old
there looms the new of the «sons of
the new age»: the communist move-
ment with its ideas of radical so-
cial transformations has emerged in-
to life, strikes and revolts have begun
and ripples go across stagnation. He
feels that through tears and pain the
new man is being born, the new man
who will arouse the oppressed work-
ing masses. This will be a man of
the new type, without demagogy and
egoism, without prejudices and doubts,
with a great spiritual world, because
he has accumulated both the suffer-
ing and the hopes of centuries.

Migjeni is the heir to and assimi~
lator of our whole former literary tra-
dition and the creative utilizer of

the positive world experience, Com-
rade Dritéro Agolli went further on.
We was forcefully attracted towards
the nmew in his ideas and art. With
his pen Migjeni was a truly modern
writer and opened up new paths in
our literature. And this modern spi-
rit he found in the material of the
country in which he lived and in
the Albanian mother tongue in which
he wrote, he found it in the whole
literary climate created in the 30’s
of this century. Migjeni’s identity
as an outstanding Albanian poet is
already confirmed in the history of
our literature through irrefutable facts
and documents, hence it is utterly ab-
surd that, on April 29 this year,
Borba malignantly wrote that alle-
gedly the founder of the modern Al-
banian literature was the Montenegrin
Milo§ Djedjevié Nikolié!

Migjeni’s work will always inspire
our poets and writers, said Dritéro
Agolli in conclusion, especially the
young ones who love and value him
so much; his work will educate peo-
ple in a patriotic and revolutionary
spirit and will always be a source of
an esthetic pleasure because of its
high wvalues in content and form.
He will remain the example of the
writer totally involved in the actual
problems of society, and the model
of the artist seeking mew means of
expression and new artistic forms.

On the same day, on this occasion
the Institute of Language and Lite-

SCIENTIFIC SESSION
DEVOTED TO THE WORK
OF PROF. EQREM CABEJ

On 3rd September, at the Museum
of National History, in the capital, on
the occasion of the 80th anniversary
of the birth of Prof. Eqrem Cabej
an outstanding figure of our national
science, education and culture, the
Institute of Linguistics and Literature
of the Acadzmy of Sciences organized

a scientific session dedicated to his
work.

The session was attended by lin-
guists, scholars, working people of
scientific, educational, cultural, and
other institutions, writers and artists,
students and teachers.

Attending were also member of the

rature of the Academy of Sciences
organized a scientific session dedica-
ted to the life and work of Migjeni
in the Museum of National History in
the capital.

Students, writers, workers of scien-
tific, educational and cultural institu-
tions and other guests attended the
session.

Present at the session were also
member of the Political Bureau and
Secretary of the Central Committee
of the Party, Comrade Foto Cami,
member of the Central Committee of
the Party and President of the Ge-
neral Council of the Democratic Front
of Albania, Comrade Nexhmije Hoxha,
the Minister of Education, Comrade
Skénder Gjinushi, and other comra-
des.

The session was declared open by
the Director of the Institute of Lan-
guage and Literature, Prof. Androkli
Kostallari.

Prof. Ko¢o Bihiku delivered the re-
port «Migjeni and his epoch» in
which, among other things, it was
pointed out that Migjeni is one of
the greatest and most honoured wri-
ters of the Albanian people, although
he began and ended his literary acti-
vity within only four years. In his
work of great originality in both form
and treatment of problems, he left a
deep imprint on the artistic conscious-
ness of the Albanian people.

Seven papers were also read at this
session.

Also, on the occasion of the 50th
anniversary of Migjeni’s death, com-
memorative activities were carried out
in thez city of his birth, Shkodra, and
at Puka, in North Albania.

Political Bureau and Secretary of the
Central Committee of the Party, Com-
rade Foto Cami, member of the Poli-
tical Bureau of the Central Committee
of the Party and vice-chairman of
the Council of Ministers, Comrade
Manush Myftiu, member of the Cen-
tral Committee of the Party and Pre-
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sident of the General Council of the
Democratic Front of Albania, Nexhmije
Hoxha, vice-president of the Presi-
dium of the People’s Assembly, Xhafer
Spahiu, the minister of Education,
Skénder Gijinushi, and others.

The session was opened by the Pre-
sident of the Academy of Sciences,
Prof. Aleks Buda, who, among other
things, pointed out that the work of
the outstanding scientist Eqrem
Cabej occupies an important place in
our mnational science and culture.
Eqrem Cabej’s scientific activity, which
began in the 1930s, he said, assumed
that broad proportion and rose to its
typical high level only after the vic-
tory of the revolution and the esta-
blishment of the people’s state po-
wer, with the solicitude of the Par-
ty. Eqrem Cabej’s work has as its
pivot the same fundamental problems
as those of the history of our people,
namely, who are the Albanians, where
are the roots of their ethnicultural
identity, and in the first place, of
their language, where are the terri-
tories in which this people, this eth-
nos, this mation, was formed in the
ancient times.

Winding up his speech, Prof. Aleks
Buda said that, in paying tribute to
Eqrem Cabej on the 80th anniversary
of his birth, we are joined by all
our compatriots wherever they live,
wherever the Albanian word is heard
and spoken, in its ancient idiom, which
he studied with such a great pas-
sion. It will always encourage the
linguists and the students of the lan-
guage and -culture of the Albanian
people, will assist them to carry this
work further ahead, enriching it with
new results. Eqrem Cabej’s work will
be a real scientific treasury for the
future, which will bring into eviden-
ce the values of our nation, will help
to carry out studies further ahead
in order to continue and complete
the work of this scholar, always fol-
lowing the teachings of the Party and
Comrade Enver Hoxha.

Then Prof. Androkli Kostallari deli-
vered the report «The work of Prof.
Eqrem Cabej in the field of the Al-
banian national science and culture»,
prepared together with the senior
scientific worker, Seit Mancaku.

The comprehensive and many-sided
work of Prof. Eqrem Cabej, of this

scholar with rare creative qualities,
who placed all his knowledge in the
service of the people and the socialist
Homeland, says the report, is already
part of the valuable treasury of our
national science and culture, which
the epoch of the Party taught us to
estimate and use as @ sound sup-
port for further development and
progress. It constitutes one of the
most brilliant pages of the Albanian
linguistics and philology. It is one
of the most daring steps which put
an end, once and for all, to the pe-
riod when there were manifestations
of amateurishness in this field, and
raised our linguistics to the high~
est level of the contemporary histo-
rical-comparative linguistic  science.
His work is the result of those ma-
jor efforts and achievements through
which, after Liberation, the centre
of Albanological sciences was brought
to the Homeland of the Albanians
and of the Albanian language. In as~
sessing the outstanding work and fi~
gure of Prof. Eqrem Cabej, Comrade
Enver Hoxha has pointed out how he
worked tirelessly and with great pas-
sion for the development and pro-
gress of the science of Albanian lin-
guistics and the development of our
people’s education. His scientific-re-
search work, especially that on the
origin of the Albanian language and
the genesis of the Albanian people,
is wvery rich and all-sided. It has a
national and international importan-
ce. With unmatched competence, he
has made an invaluable coniribution
to the problem of the original cha-
racter of the Albanian language, the
autochthony of the Albanian people
on the territories where they live
today. Prof. Eqrem Cabej’s work re-
mains a valuable treasury in the
hands of the present and future stu-
dents and scientists of our country.

Then the report pointed out that
the scientific activity of Prof. E.
Cabej includes more than 200 publi-
cations, covering many fields of know-
ledge and learning, such as the histo-
rical phonetics and grammar of the
Albanian language, dialectology, le-
xicology and lexicography, phonology
and textology, literary language, fol-
klore, literature, ethnography, Balkan
studies, etc. In all these fields he
made his wvaluable contribution. He
concentrated and distinguished him-
self especially in the field of the his-



torical study of the Albanian langua-
ge and in etymology, in which he
left an indelible ‘name, and deep
imprints bearing the seal of his
great originality.

E. Cabej’s work, as a whole, is
permeated by a clear national spi-
rit, by the aim of throwing light, in
an objective manner, on every aspect
of the ancient Albanian ethnos. It
is also characterized by an active
stand in defence of the history, lan-
guage and culture of our people,
against any tendentious, wishful or
disparaging stand of some joreign stu-
dents towards these questions.

With his work Eqrem Cabej ma-
de a scientific contribution to _the
building, strengthening and enrich-
ment of the thesis on the origin of
the Albanian language from the Illy-
rian and of the Albanian people from
the Southern Illyrians. With  his

A NEW SUCCESS

The work of an Albanian physi-
cian, Minella Papajorgji, has been
recently included in the list of new
discoveries by the «Pasteur» Institute
of France. A remarkable event which
encourages and inspires our science
of medicine — the discovery of one
of the causes of mycocetosis in Al-
bania.

Of course discoveries in science are
mostly the result of long and syste-
matic work, of perseverance and un-
interrupted studies and mnot of acci-
dent. Thesz qualities characterize the
work and life of the new Albanian
scientist. Minella is the author of two
monographs («Candidomycosis» and
«Candidosis by Antibiotics»), of two
popular scientific books («Dermatomy-
coses and How to Combat Them» and
«Candidosis»), co-author of six text-
books for the Faculty of Medicine of
the «Enver Hoxha» University of Ti-
rana, lecturer, writer of about 50
scientific articles published in the
medical reviews inside the country
and abroad.

From the beginning of his work in
the Institute of Hygiene and Epide-
miology in Tirana, he was in charge
of a team for avoiding chronic in-
fections transmitted from generation

sound theses and arguments. he de-
fends and clearly proves that the Al-
banians are an autochthonous people
on the territories on which they live
today, that the links of continuity
between the Albanians and the Illy-
rians, between the Albanian language
and the Illyrian language, have been
uninterrupted, that the roads of the
formation and development of the Al-
banian language from the most ancient
times is an original road, which re-
flects the wvery life and history of
the Albanian people.

The report goes on to stress that
Eqrem Cabej’s work, as a whole,
makes him the most outstanding fi-
gure of the history of the Albanian
language in all fields of study: its
lzxics, phonetics, grammar, historical
grammar and dialectolbgy. In all these
ways he raised the prestige of the

OF OUR SCIENCE

to gemneration, and after about 20
years of research, through the .study
of various stages of the epidemic pro-
cess, in 1985 it became possible in
Albania to wipe out the disease cal-
led «Favurs» (a contagenous mycotic
disease caused by parasites), and, at
the same time, cases with endemic
dermatophyte were reduced to only
very few, a thing which many deve-
loped countries of Europe still have
not achieved. These are indisputable
successes of our prophylactic medi-
cine, achieved through painstaking
work, which took long and profound
studies, under the technical direction
of Minella Papajorgji.

As he carried on with his rutine
work, he read in world literature in-
formation about some kinds of deep-
scated mycosis, described as infections
which occur in tropical areas. Litera-
ture had it that sporadic cases of
mycocetosis had been encountered
in Europe, too. These curious cases
are caused by some germs (of which
more than one hundred are numbe-
Ted), which fall into twoe major
groups. Until a short time ago, his
disease had a megative prognosis, be-
cause there were no powerful anti-
mycotics, which today exist, and also

Albanian linguistic science still higher
in the present-day world.

The works of Prof. Eqrem Cabej
have entered the golden treasury of
the Albanian science. They have won
him a high reputation not only in
the PSR of Albania, but also in Ko-
sova and in other regions inhabited
by Albanians in Yugosiavia, among
the Arbéresh of Italy, and wherever
Albanians live in the world. They are
studied and used as reliable scienti-
fic works and enjoy the respect of
scholars in many countries of the
world. Without doubt the influence
of these works in modern linguistics
will further increase after the publi-
cation of the complete works, which
is undertaken by the Institute of Lin-
guistics and Literature of the Aca-
demy of Sciences.

Apart from the report, 14 papers
were delivered to the session.

OF_ MEDICINE

because the isolation of the germs
could be achieved only in a few very
powerful laboratory centres in the
world. Our phys'ician began to doubt
whether such cases might also exist
in Albania. For over two decades he
went on with his work and research.
Only last December did he succeed
in isolating some colonies, which labo-
ratory tests and examinations gave
very good reason to believe in the
existence of actionomycets. Two months
later he reached the conclusion thut
he had to do with Streptomyces sa-
durea. The success was within reach.
For greater security and further ac-
curacy, the isolated sample was sent
to the «Pasteur» Institute, the myco-
logical service, under Prof. Mariat,
who after two months confirmed the
validity of the work of our physician.
The real cause of a very rare disea-
se, which was attributed until then
to hundred other causes, was at last
identified.

The newly discovered microorganism
was included in the list of interna-
tional phylums, as Albanian phylum,
code numbered 6034, the first of its
kind in our country. This is a new
and great success of our medicine.
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IN THE ANCIENT
SETTLEMENTS

OF OUR COUNTRY

The first steps in the discovery of
objects belonging to the Stone Age
were made by a foreigner in 1938. The
material discovered consisted of two
broken splinters, found at the foot
of Mt Dajti, which mark the first
subdivision of Upper Palaeolithic in
the Albanian territory. At the Xara
village work tools of the Stone Age
are discovered more or less at the
same time. In the mnorthern 2zones,
which were explored more thoroughly
by wvarious authors who were ambi-
tious for studies in this zone, the
sources are totally silent. It is stran-
ge, however, that Shkodra, the ancient
seat of Ardia, as the centre of the
development of some material cultu~-
res, was mot made the object of re-
search. Nevertheless, prehistoric deve-
lopment of these regions is connec-
ted with the geological nature, With
the flora and fauna, with the sea-
board, which, as a whole, attracted
inhabitants since ancient times which
go beyond the period of written re-
cords. Research of the prehistoric pe-
riod is difficult. The first signs of a
preoccupation about these problems
are found in a letter of the poet Zef
Jubani. Shtjefén Gjegovi continues in
this same way, when in 1923, without
prejudice, he begins to take an in-
terest in the ancient man of the Sto-
ne Age, trying to locate his habitat
in the caves. Nevertheless, the pic-
ture of the Stone Age remains far
from complete despite the optimistic
suppositions.

In the years 1981-1982 the cave of
Gajtan, southeast of Shkodra, was
discovered. It contained a hoard of
bone and stone work tools of a very
archaic type. The rich finds as re-
gards the fauna put the time of the
ancient settlement back to the epoch
of the cave bear. A careful study

over many years throws light on the
presence of thermophyle fauna, con-
sisting of rhinoceros, apes, hyenas,
the giant deer, the Deninger bear,
etc., which help to reconstruct an an-
cient quazi subtropical climate, with
the mecessary presence of broad-leafed
quaternary trees at the village of
Gajtan. The layers of the soil, like
so many pages of history, had pre-
served the material of two ancient
cultures; ome Achellienne and the
other of the Middle Palaeolithic, Mus-
terian, with evolved features. Taken
as a whole, these materials reveal an
entirely different aspect for the stu-
dy of the evolution of the man and
of the large mamals of that epoch.

This discovery at Gajtan is follo-
wed by an open-air station at the
village of Rrenc, on the Baran hill,
quite close to the ancient city of Ro-
zafa. In the period 1983-1988, this sta-
tion yielded very archaic work tools,
which provide information about the
presence of man from the most an-
cient civilizations known in our coun-
try. From this discovery we confirm
the presence of settlers who set up
their primitive camps on the soft
hillsides of Baran, on the shores of
the Shkodra Lake. From this it ap-
pears that our ancestors, the Albano-
trops, settled around the Quaternary
basin of the Rrenc village for a num-
ber of reasons: the abundance of
stone, the rich fauna, and the very
configuration of the land, in the shape
of an amphitheatre providing‘—shel-
ter from the chilly winds blowing
from Cukal, which was then cove-
red with ice. It is interesting fo ™mote
that a number of authors maintained
that the southeastern territories of the
Balkans could not have served as pla-
ces for the development of so an-



cient material cultures such as those
represented by the so-called bifa-
cial tools. In this aspect, the presence
of two stations southeast of Shkodra
justifies our supposition about the
real possibility of the existence of
more Settlements in the virgin terri-
tories of our country, which is an
important point. But in a number of
countries it is not possible to disco-
ver palaeolithic stations and fossils of
mamals, for the simple reason that
the ancient materials cannot be very
easily excavated from the great depths

of the earth. Therefore, Gajtan and
Baran in Shkodra, and Shahinova of

Berat, together with @ mnumber of
other points with a prospect, do not
represent an accident, but are the
result of systematic scientific work.

The discovery and the study over
many years of these documents of
indisputable value for the science of
human palaeontology reveal the pre-
sence of early groups belonging to
the same cultural substratum. The
presence of the ancient hunters at the
Gajtan village, their work, are indi-
cative of the degree of their domina-
tion over the nature, of the organi-
zation of their life in the primitive
order. The emergence of these civili-
zations has been comsidered not just
as a mechanical stratum of the cul-
tural fund of the primates, without a
geographical habitat. On the contrary,
all the materials have been regarded
as proof confirming the existence of
our very remote forefathers. The pre-
sence of the prehistoric culture in the
same centre — which takes its first
step with the Achelliennes, Musteria-
nes, going over a long period of time,
constitutes an wundeniable line of

growth and development inseparable
from the autochthonous features and
with the northern stations outside our
country. During the study of the va-
lues of these documents of the palaeon-
tological science, foreign authors have
often mapped out guidelines, have
even set up their own  structures,
which involve our country, too, but
what impresses us is that they have
constructed them on an apriori ba-
sis, at a time when nothing of the
fossil finds or of the material cul-
ture had surfaced as yet. Nevertheless,
there is no reason to reject these hy-
potheses outright, not even mnow that
the material finds of our country sug-
gest different values and a new con-
ception of these problems.

In this way, the propositions and
the treatment of the discoveries and
scientific materials, which belong to
this sphere of knowledge and serve
to reconstruct that remote period by
integration into the natural sciences,
assumes a broader aspect only when
it is seen with the historical eye,
according to the materialist-dialecti-
cal conceptions. Only in this manner
will this information, taken as a who-
le, together with the subsequent stu-
dies which are increasing, lead us to
the idea, which mow 4s based on
scientific facts, about the -existence
of more ancient civilizations in our
territory. This implies that great
truth to which many learned men
of our country have made their con-
tribution, proving that our people to-
day live on that territory on which
they have left their imprints with
their work and have known to defend
with their blood through the cen-
turies.
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by MIHAL ZIU

At the foundation of this inter-connection lies the
| direct participation of the state in investments
with social and. non-redeemable funds for the
increase of production and the raising of the
degree of socialization of the group property
on the road of its merging with the property of
the whole people.

THE INNOVATIVE IDEA OF THE PARTY AND COMRADE ENVER
HOXHA ON THE GRADUAL INTER-CONNECTION OF THE RELATIONS
OF STATE PROPERTY WITH COOPERATIVIST PROPERTY AND THE
REVOLUTIONARY PRACTICE INSPIRED BY THIS IDEA AND EXPRESSED
IN THE ORGANIZATION OF HIGHER-TYPE COOPERATIVES AND THE
PRIORITY INTENSIFICATION OF PRODUCTION IN THE ZONE OF COAS-
TAL PLAINS ARE NOT ONLY A SUCCESSFUL SCIENTIFIC BUT ALSO
ORIGINAL REPLY TO THE PROBLEMS FACING THE COOPERATIVIST

ORDER FOR ITS

At the foundation of this inter-
~-connection lies the direct participa-
tion of the state in investments with
social and non-redeemable funds for
the increase of production and the
raising of the degree of socialization
of the group property on the road of
its merging with the property of the
whole people. This inter-action of for-
ces and means of the cooperatives
and the state has made up a sure
base for the fulfilment of tasks of
agricultural production on all fronts,
its increase at rapid rates and the
rise of its efficiency. Experience
shows that in those cooperatives in

CEASELESS DEVELOPMENT AND ADVANCE.

which there is great state participa-
tion with investments the increase
of production in the main branches
of agriculture and animal husbandry
is equal to or, in some cases, even
higher than in state farms with com-
parable conditicns. Stability ~and
growth of agricultural production is
accompanied with the sirengthening
of the economic and financial con-
dition of the cooperatives and the
further improvement of the well-
-being of their members. In the 80's
the average annual growth of net
production in the priority intensifi-
cation zone and in the higher-type
cooperatives has been twice as high



VANCE
TIVIST ORDER

as in the whole sector of agriculture.
During the same period the accu-
mulation and consumption - funds
have grown at higher rates, 3.4 and
1.4 times respectively, as compared
with the cooperativist sector as a
whole. :

The inter-connection of  relations
between the state and the coopera-
tives is assuming an ever more di-
rect character. In this state of things
the directive of the Party for the
further expansion of economic rela-

‘tions between the state and agricul-

tural cooperatives is not merely an
important tactic for increasing agri-
cultural production, but also part of
the general strategy of the Party for
the intensification of production and
the development of the cooperativist
order with the cooperativist property
being brought closer to and eventually
transformed into the common pro-
perty of the people,

With the setting up of the higher-
-type cooperatives and the priority
iniensification of agricultural pro-
duction in the zone of coastal plains
the state accounts for 22 per cent
of their total investments.

Proceeding from the needs of the
intensification of production, the ex-
perience gained and the successes
achieved, state participation in invest-
ments grows along with investments
by the agricultural cooperatives
themselves. Further on, the instruc-
tion of the Party to extend this form

ON OF ECONOMIC
EEN THE STATE
RATIVES -

of inter-connection of relations bet-
ween the state and the agricultural
cooperatives through the setting up
of new higher-type cooperatives and
the implementation of the second
phase in the priority development of
the zone of the coastal plains calls
for detailed  studies in this field.

Increase and extension of state
participation with investments calls
for additional measures for better
use of these investments by the
cooperatives so as to avoid failure of
their implementation as was the case
with some economies and districts.
State participation with investments
in higher-type cooperatives and in
the priority intensification zone is
neither a privilege nor an option for
these cooperatives but a planned task
to increase agricultural and livestock
production at higher rates,

State participation with invest-
ments in these cooperatives is in-
tended to increase production. Howe-
ver, there is still need for greater
care both for a more effective use
of investments and the improvement
of the structure of state participa-
tion. At present 40 per cent of in-
vestments with state participation is
made in economic construction, about
29 per cent in the conservation and
increase of land fertility, 17 per cent
in livestock-raising, about 13 per
cent in fruit-tree growing and 1 per
cent for other needs.

Ever greater needs for livestock

products are exercising a constant
umpact on the increase of the head
of cattie and their productivity. Pri-
ority concentration of state partici-
pation in this sector would increase
at higher rates the basic stock in the
joint herds and in the herds attached
to the brigades. Also, more invest-
ments will be made in fruit-tree
growing, especially for the better uti-
lization of the existing plots.

In reply to the tasks set by the
Party and the aim of raising group
property to a higher level the
structure of state participation must
be improved further, channelling
investments mainly into expanding
the main means of production so as
to extend the sphere of relations of
state property and its influence on
the socio-economic development of the
countryside. This would make it
easier for society to promote the
processes of the eventual transtor-
mation of cooperativist property into
state property. This confronts the
agricultural cooperatives with higher
tasks for other investments which
have not to do with the main means
of production, such as in general
those made for conservation and in-
crease of the fertility of the land.

State participation with investments
as the more advanced element in
the relations of the state with the
cooperatives will enhance its role
and influence also in regard to other
objects necessary for life and pro-
duction in the countryside. These
would be investments for construc-
tion and improvement of the inter-
nal road network, creation of joint
fruit-tree plots with the partipation
of two or more cooperatives with
their own and state means, better
regulation of irrigation, ete.

In implementation of the directives
of the Party, state participation with
investments grows through its in-
volvement in financing the circula-
ting means of the agricultural coo-
peratives so as to enable them to
cope with the increase of material
expenditure which comes about as
a result of higher intensification.
State participation in these objects
may gradually increase in accor-
dance with the financial possibili-
ties, giving priority to the more
needed objects, such as those for
animals in the process of growth
and fattening, work implements, etec.
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Through state  partieipation; - the
cooperatives have more possibilities
to increase their tasks in this field.

According to possibilities and
conditions, additional measures - will
be taken for the improvement of
the fodder base of agriculture, the
extension of second crops so as to
intensify the use of the land, -sa-
fety at work, etc.

Extension of state participation in
the above fields calls for larger fi-
nancial means part of which will
in the future be secured by the
branch of agriculture itself through
the utilization of the greater part
of the rent that is created in these
cooperatives. The amortization fund
that is created by the higher-type
cooperatives and those of the prio-
rity intensification zone will be used
for this purpose, leaving also the
amortization of the investments of
the main means created through
state financing at their disposal as
an addition to state participation.
Along with these sources the society
is interested in wusing more means
from the centralized state funds for
this purpose.

The inter-connection of relations
between the state and the cooperati-
ves, -according to the directives of
the 9th Congress of the Party, has
been raised to a new level in the
years of this five-year period. Not
only have the dimensions of eco-
nomic links expanded, but the more
important thing is that they are being
constantly enriched with new ele-
ments, as required by the conditions

created through the intensification of
production and the higher degree of
its socialization.

Extension of the sphere of relations
of state property is creating the
conditions also for the perfection of
the other aspects of the relations of
production: distribution, exchange,

organization and management. As a -

reflection of these new developments,
a new idea has been created about
the improvement of the forms of pro-
curement (with the state gathering
agricultural products directly from
the field), economic levers and catego-
ries have been perfected and are
being used more efficiently for the
increase of production, with a cen-
tral role being played by measures
for raising buying prices for agri-
cultural and livestock products, im-
provement of the system of remune-
ration of work, perfection of the
forms of procurement, extension of
the competences of agricultural coo-
peratives in the sphere of planning,
expansion and further strengthening
of cooperativist democracy, enhan-
cement of .the role of brigades and
their endowment with new functions,
improvement of the organization and
management of work, revision and
improvement of buying prices for
agricultural  products, work and

irrigation tariffs, etc. — these are

some of the present directions of
the improvement of the relations
in the cooperativist sector of agri-
culture.

The priority intensification of agri-

ALBANIA TODAY

culture in the zone of coastal plains
and the direct inter-connection of
relations between the state and coo-
peratives in this zone, as well as
those of the higher type has not
reduced state care and assistance
for the development of agriculture
in all the zones and regions of the
country. In particular, state assis-
tance has increased in mountain
cooperatives, and a number of faci-
litating measures have been taken
for their economic and organizatio-
nal strengthening. These measurss
are part of the economic policy of
the Party for the development of
agriculture throughout the country
and the improvement of the well-
-being of the cooperativists not only
in the plains, but also in the hills
and mountains. The economic power
of the country, as Comrade Ramiz
Alia said in the Dibra district,
allows us now to increase the con-
tribution of society for the develop-
ment of the remote zones so as to
enable them fo have continuous and
constant economic growth.

The new processes the coopera-
tivist order is going through in
the above directions of the inter-
-connection of relations between the
state and the agricultural coopera-
tives and the improvement of other
aspects of the relations of produc-
tion are an expression of the ma-
turity of their present phase of
development, which serves the fur-
ther consolidation and advance of
this order on the road to socialism.
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WORLD
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by Prof. DHIMITER SAUTERI QI

When the question is about active contac
the efforts that are being made

mutual understanding,
efforts Enver Hoxha's

ts between different cultures,
in Albania today are an example of
estimation and profit. At the foundation of these
thought has set the principle that world culture

is the property of all the peoples of the world, with all the peoples,
including the smaller ones, actively contributing to the treasury of the

world culture.

OTHERS HAVE TRIED, THOSE WHO WISHED ALBANIA ILL, OF
COURSE, BUT ALSO MANY OF THOSE WHO DID NOT KNOW 1IT,
ALTHOUGH THEY HAVE WRITTEN ABOUT IT, TO PRESENT OUR
COUNTRY AS ISOLATED FROM THE WORLD. THIS CANNOT FAIL TO
AROUSE AN IRONIC SMILE, IF NOT OUTRIGHT INDIGNATION, AMONG

THE ALBANIANS.

Albania, this. is clearly seen from
a map of Europe and the Mediter-
ranean, no matter how little, found
itself between Greece and Rome in
the centuries of the first great Eu-
ropean civilizations, With the for-
mer ‘it was linked by land, with
the latter it was linked by sea. The
Slavonic began to be written on our
Lunkestian borders, at Ohér. The
Oftomans were not the first to
make Albania acquainted with the

DHIMITER SHUTERIQI — Writzr

Arab . civilization, but the Arabs
themselves, a long time before them.
The Ottomans brought the Arab and,
generally speaking, Oriental culture
to Albania at an awkward moment,
interrupting the normal development
of the country towards a unified
national state with Skanderbeg (1443-
-1468), at a time when the Rénais-
sance and Humanism had conquered
Europe exercising their influence on
Albania and continuing to exercise it
later. The great Albanian authors of
the 16th-17th centuries, such as

Skanderbeg’s historian, Marin Bar-
leti (1508), the author of the first
published Albanian dictionary (1636),
Frang Bardhi, who had published a
very erudite apology of Skanderbeg
a year before, or Pjetér Bogdani, the
author of a major theological-philo-
sophical work (1685), which marked
a date in the development of prose,
as well as poetry in the old Alba-
nian literature, these and others are
among the most outstanding Alba-

nian humanists. What Kantemir
would do for the history of the
Bulgarians in the middle of the

same century, Barleti did for the
history of the Albanians in the be-
ginnings of European Humanism, at
the outset of the 16th century.

This introduction, as you see;, has
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two aims: first, to show that Alba-
nia is an old and new country of
European and Mediterranean civili-
zation, and second, to indicate that
the relations of Albania with the
great European -cultures begin with
the creation of these cultures and ne-
ver cease, although Albania went
over whole centuries through events
which threatened the very existence
of the Albanian people, their assi-
milation. This assimilation did not
take place because, among other
things, the Albanian people, preser-
ving their culture through all the
storms of their existence, never
broke off their relations with the
main European cultures and actively
followed their advance, knowing how
to profit actively from them. There
is a thesis which links Homer to
Ionia. However, Odysseus, his main
hero after Achilles, was from Ithaka,
very near the Albanian shores, nor
was Achilles any farther, either. This
is meant to show the cultural con-
tacts of Mediterranean countries.
As a small people who were the
victims of many invasions, the Al-
banians had an outstanding talent
for learning foreign languages. We
do not know whether they wrote
their language before the beginning
of the 14th century, or even in the
13th century, when we find their
first established state, the State "of
Arbér (at least since 1190), with its
hereditary princes. The Albanians
wrote their language somewhat later,
but the foreign languages they knew
put them in direct contact with old
and contemporary authors. Barleti,
Bardhi, and Bogdani, whom we men-
tioned above, who knew some classi-
cal and modern languages, Were
also well read in a great number of
classical, Mediaeval and modern
authors. Besides, there were many
other people who knew how to va-
lue a Demosthenes or Livy, an Ari-
stotle or Cicero, an Eneas Piccolo-
mini or Erasmus, being at times
even in direct contact with various
famous authors of their time. There
is little, if not nothing, of Alba-
nian in their works, because Latin,
or Greek, was until late the lan-

guage of culture for us, too. Howe-
ver, their high esteem of the an-
cient and modern cults, which they
knew in their sources, 1is apparent
in all their works. Theirs is not a
stand of mere reference, of basing
themselves on the authorities, but
also a critical one. The critical
spirit of Bardhi, who refers to the
authors who wrote about Skander-
beg before him, is one of the quali-
ties of Albanian historical science,
which we know from our first and
more important historian of the
beginnings of our nation, Barleti,
who lived a century before Bardhi.

The 16th-17th centuries represented
a very productive phase of the Al-
banian literature, although they were
also centuries of the savage Otto-
man occupation. Certainly, it was
not easy for science to triumph over
theology. Nevertheless, in the begin-
nings of the 17th century, an Alba-
nian youth, Daniel Cortese, was a
member of the circle of those who
tried to defend Galileus, while a
century before him, Gjon Gazulli, an
astronomer, was a friend of Coperni-
cus’. Of course, religious literature
dominates in the literature of the
time in Albania, too, and we must
wait for the 18th century to see
some expressions of secular and illu-
minist tendencies.

Albanian illuminism was the con-

temporary of French and, in ge-
neral, European illuminism. It was
under the influence of Descartes,

Leibnitz and other rationalists, es-
pecially Malebranche. However a
philosopher like Theodore Xavalioti
(who died precisely in 1789) is more
indebted to the progressive tenden-
cies of contemporary -philosophy
which he assesses very critically for
the idealist he was: he did not re-
nounce religion, and for good rea-
sons: he was a priest. We find Con-
stantine Duka, one of the personali-
ties of the Albanian progressive mo-
vement of the 18th-19th centuries,
in Paris, at Café Procope, before
the French Revolution, in the com-
pany of the great customers of this
rendez-vous fo science, philosophy
and revolution, like D’Alembert, Di-
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derot, and many others. In the li-
braries of Albania, for example, that
of Voskopoja — a city destroyed by
feudal anarchy in 1769 and which
had flourished with an academy and
a printery, where Kavalioti taught
and Gregory of Durrés did the first
complete Albanian translation of the
New Testament (1762), a thing of
great importance for that time when
the Albanian language fought a dif-
ficult struggle to become a written
language between the dominant
Greek and official Turkish — the
best-known authors were  Molig-
re, Corneille, Voltaire and many
others, in original editions of
the time or in contemporary trans-
lations. We preserve many co-
pies of them in our libraries today.

The Albanian Renaissance, as the
period of the Albanian national mo-
vement of the 19th century and the
beginning of the 20th century is
called, which led to the creation of
the Albanian national state in 1912,
although amputated of almost half
of the Albanian-inhabited lands, this
period was outstanding for the crea-
tion. of a new progressive culture,
which was illuministic and demo-
cratic in its essence, with a literature
of a high artistic quality, especially
in poetry. With Jeronim de Rada
(1814-1901) Albanian romanticism be-
came the contemporary of the great
West-European romanticism; with
Naim Frashéri (1846-1900), it became
one of the more progressive romantic
movements in the Balkans. Great
scientists like the linguists Kostandin
Kristoforidhi and Dhimitér Kamarda,
the folklorist Thimi Mitko, the en-
cyclopaedists and philosophers Sami
Frashéri and Hasan Tahsini, to men-
tion only some among many others,
held in high esteem the tradition of
the ancient, and especially, modern
culture of Europe, valued the works
of Descartes, La Fontaine, Voltaire,
Rousseau, - Hugo, - Lamartine, without
neglecting Dante, Shakespeare, Cer-
vantes, Goethe, Ibsen, Tolstoy, some
of whom they began to translate
into Albanian, although . the possi-
bility of the publication of their
translations was remote indeed at a
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time when even their own works
could hardly be published. As early
as the first quarter of our century
F.S. Noli made himself famous with
the translation of Shakespeare, Cer-
vantes and Ibsen, as well as Omer
Khayyam. His works compete with

the finest European translations. At

the same time he was a literary
critic and an esthetician of world
stature. One of his works Beethovun
and the French Revolution is a land-
mark in world musicology and was
highly valued by such authorities
as Bernard Show, Sibelius, and
Thoman Mann.

The formation of the free Alba-
nian state (1912-1939) enabled world
literature to be published ever more
frequently in Albanian. Still for the
Albanians, polyglotic as they were, it
was easier to read the works of
foreign authors in the original than
to publish them in their new state,
amputated, very backward and con-
stantly threatened by the imperia-
lism and chauvinism of the Balkan
monarchies. The publication in Al-
banian of Gorky in 1933 was an
event also for the Albanian revolu-
tionary literature, represented by
such authors as Noli, Migjeni, Bul-
ka and others on the eve of the
Italian fascist occupation (1939). By
means of Albanian translations of
Petrarca, Dante, Leopardi, Carduceci,
as well as d’Annunzio and others, the
fascists tried for a long time to increa-
se their nefaste influence on the king-
dom of King Zog, which they had
turned into a semi-colony of theirs,
relying on the bankrupt feudal and
bourgeois classes which had created
that anachronic backward kingdom.
The Albanians, however, did not
allow themselves to be led astray
and knew how to discover in Dante,
or Carducci what was progressive in
the Italian or European heritage. So
in the Albanian literature, or in the
Albanian democratic and revolutio-
nary thinking, especially the Marxist
thinking, which was emerging in
the 20°’s-30’s of this century in our
country, too, we find an outstanding
assessment of the progressive world

culture, old and new, especially con-
temporary.

The obscurantism of the Catholic
clergy, and the reactionary roman-
ticism of the literature of some of
their representatives who were pa-
ving the way for the imminent fas-
cist occupation, came up against the
new authors of the <«Generation of
the Thirties», who rallied around
some revolutionary press organs
which they succeeded in publishing
not only outside the country, but
also within Albania, newspapers like
«Liria Kombé&tare» (Geneve) or the
journal «Bota e Re» (Korgca 1936~
-1937). Under the then anti-national
and anti-popular regime their strug-
gle was not an easy one. However,
Noli, outside the country, Migjeni,
Bulka, Stérmilli and others in Alba-
nia kept high and enriched further
the progressive and democratic te-
ndencies of Albanian literature and
thinking. So we see the celebration
of Descartes, on the occasion of the
300th anniversary of the publication
of his Discours de la méthode, or the
translation or quotation of authors
like Diderot, Marx, Einstein, Romain
Rolland, Anatole France, Gorky, Lews
Sinclair, Henry Barbusse and a host
of others.

The National Liberation War
(1941-1944), which brought about a
new epoch in the history of Alba-
nia, the epoch of the people in
power, the epoch of socialism which
transformed Albania, an extremely
backward agrarian country in the
middle of Europe, into an advanced
country, with modern industry and
agriculture, carried out a gigantic
revolution in the field of culture,
too. Medium education became ge-
neral, and higher education was
made possible for a mass of people,
It is the time when the Albanians
do their utmost to have hundreds
and hundreds of authors of the great
world literature, from Homer and
Goethe to Gorky, Hemingway and
Kazazakis, or Bdll, Asturias, Marques
and others, translated into their la-
nguage, to have a close and broad
acquaintance with the progressive
and revolutionary political, social
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and philosophical thinking of all ti-
mes. And just as in the 16th-17th
centuries they had conguered many
readers of their literature in Europe,
with their outstanding authors like
Barleti who in his time and later
was translated into almost all the
languages of the continent, so the
works of the Albanian Marxist thin-
ker, Enver Hoxha, the founder of the
New Albania, or the works of some
Albania authors, among whom Is-
mail Kadare, are known on all the
continents today.

Among the major theses of Enver
Hoxha’s thinking on culture are those
that the Albanians must be acquain-
ted with world culture, from its
origins to our days, with its con-
stant development, and put their
knowledge of the world cultural
legacy in the service of the vigorous
development of their culture, which
they must build out in all its exten-
sion. They should not take the world
culture as they find it, but assimi-
late it through its Marxist critical
dialectical assessment and according
to the fundamental interests of their
national culture, and its present and
perspective development. So Enver
Hoxha himself has expressed innu-
merable judgments on world philoso-
phical thinking, from the Greek anti-
quity to Humanism, the bourgeois
materialism of the 18th century, the
different philosophical trends from
Heraclites and Aristotle to Descartes
and Diderot, or the modern currents
of positivism and other neo-Kantian
tendencies down to Sartre’s existen-
tialism, especially the modern anti-
-Marxist existentialism. Enver Hoxha’s
orientations for the translation into
Albanian of the great world litera-
ture, the literature of the great
peoples, without neglecting the smal-
ler ones, has led to the rapid and
extensive enrichment of the Alba-
nian repertoire of this literature, es-
pecially the contemporary one.

The active contacts of Albanian
culture with world culture have be-
come very frequent today. Our people
of thought, science, literature and art
go to different countries of the world,
and many guests come to us from
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other countries, for example, Greece
and Turkey in the Balkans, France
or Germany, the Scandinavian coun-
tries, the countries of Africa, Latin
America, etc. Many Albanian stu-
dents are following university or
post~university courses in Italy,
France, the Federal Republic of Ger-

many, ete.
Let us mention here that some
freedoms, especially in the cultural

field, which were given the Alba-
nians of the Kosova Autonomous
Region in Yugoslavia in the 60’s and
70°’s, but which are being curtailed
in different ways today, have crea-
ted among them a cultural move-

ment which begun to yield impor-
tant results, through close contacts
not only with the culture developed
in Albania, but also with world
culture. This extension of contacts
aroused the fears of Great-Serb
chauvinism. For their part, the Al-
banians of Italy, the Arbéreshi, as
they are called, are developing a
new broad cultural movement in
their mother tongue, which fascism
had tried fo extinguish. This mo-
vement is making itself felt both
in literature and linguistics under
the influence of the culture deve-
loping in Albania, in Italy and in
the world, profiting also from the
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outstanding cultural tradition of the
national movements of the Arbéreshi
and the Albanians of Albania in the
past century.

So, when the question is about ac-
tive contacts between different cul-
tures, the efforts that are being
made in Albania today are an exam-
ple of mutual understanding, estima-
tion and profit. At the foundation of
these efforts Enver Hoxha’s thought
has set the principle that world
culture is the property of all the
peoples of the world, with all the
peoples, including the smaller ones,
actively contributing to the treasury
of the world culture.



- SOCIOLOGICAL
OUTLINE OF THE
REPRODUCTIVE
FUNCTION

OF

by ZAN A ALIA

OUR FAMILY

In the socialist society, ful fil ment of the material
and spiritual requirements of people, the security of the
working people about the future, along with their psychology,
are important factors which operate positivel y
in the maintenance of a high level of births.

THE REPRODUCTION OF THE POPULATION CONSTITUTES ONE OF
THE PERMANENT STABLE FUNCTIONS OF THE FAMILY. IN SOCIOLO-

GICAL STUDIES IN GENERAL, THIS FUNCTION

IS REGARDED AS

INDISPENSABLE, IRRESPECTIVE OF THEFACT THAT THE FAMILY,IN IT-
SELF, MAY EXIST EVEN WITHOUT PROCREATION. AS A RULE, THE SITUA-
TION OF CHILDLESS FAMILIES CONSTITUTES AN ANOMALY (REGARD-
LESS OF THE BIOLOGICAL FACTORS WHICH ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR
IT). AS FOR THE FACT THAT IN OUR TIME, IN THE CAPITALIST AND
THE REVISIONIST COUNTRIES THERE IS A DEFINITE NUMBER OF
FAMILIES WHICH REFUSE TO HAVE CHILDREN, THIS SPEAKS OF A
SITUATION OF SOCIAL CRISIS, EXPRESSED ALSO IN THE MATRIMO-
NIAL AND FAMILY RELATIONS. IT ALSO EXPLAINS A PARTIAL AND
TEMPORARY DEVIATION FROM THE GENERAL TREND OF THE FUNC-
TIONAL ACTIVITY OF THE FAMILY, A DEVIATION FROM THE RULE
WHICH IS EXPLAINED WITH GIVEN SOCIAL CAUSES.

Being the universal function of
the family, the reproductive function
is realized in different ways in dif-
ferent countries and situations. Be-
fore being the activity of a «small
group», «closed in itself», the process
of the reproduction of the population,
is determined, in the first place, by
the social factors which operate
outside the family. The question of
the birth and rearing of children is
the concern not just of the family,
regardless of the degree of awareness
of the consorts and of the mechanism
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of the realization of this process
within the family. The process of re-
production, which, in the last ana-
lysis, is ‘conditioned by the laws of
society, are a reflection of the very
character of the family, of its struc-
ture and of the development of matri-
monial and family relations, in gene-
ral.

During the construction of socia-
lism, the overthrow of the old so-
cial relations and the negation of
the old way of life, the family in
our country has displayed its full
vitality in ensuring the rapid rates

of the increase of population in
conformity with the needs of the
country’s social and economic de-
velopment. The high growth rates
have ensured a continuous numeri-
cal increase of the population, which
in 1986 was over 3 million inhabi-
tants, against about 1 million in 1938.
In the periods 1956-1960 and 1961-

1965, especially, the average annual
rate of the increase of population
reached its highest levels (respecti-

vely 3.2 per cent and 3.0 per cent),
which is connected with the vigorous
demographic processes in the first
years after Liberation, as a result of

‘the disorders which war had brought

about in their development. After
these y»ars, in the period 1981-1986,
the rate of population increase has
gradually fallen to the level of 2.1
per- cent. Nevertheless, this index is
still quite high, especially if we
compare it with the average annual
rate of the population increase for
the same period in Europe, which
is 5 times less. According to pro-
gnostic studies, it is envisaged that
until the year 2000 the population
of our country will increase at an
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annual rate of 2 per cent. This
increase for the future is normal

and guarantees the extended repro-
duction of the population.

The rapid rates of population in-
crease are the consequence, in the
first place, of the high level of births
in our country. From 1945 wup till
the 1960s the birthrate rose at very
rapid rates: in 1960 it reached to
43.4 births per 1000 inhabitants. La-
ter, the number of births per 1000
inhabitants fell gradually, and from
1980 onwards it fluctuates between
26-27 births per 1000 inhabitants.
However, even in the year 1986,
which has the lowest birthrate, with
253 births per 1000 inhabitants,
Albania still occupied first place in
Europe, as regards this index.

The vitality of our family today is
seen also in the mortality index.
From 1960, mortality has fallen con-
siderably, not only in the cities, but
more so in the countryside. Whereas
in 1960 the rate of mortality for the
whole country was 10,4 per 1000 in-
habitants, in 1986 it fell to 5.7. In
the villages this index has fallen
from 117 to 5.9. Still more signi-
ficant is the fact that there has
been a very marked fall in the in-
fantile mortality, especially for chil-
dren under 4 years of age.

The above figures are significant
because they reveal the qualitative
aspect conditioned directly by the
noticeable improvement in the way
of life of the working masses. They
show that the population increase
in our country is not the result of
a <«boom», a biological and demo=
graphic «explosion», but first of all,
is the result of the new social con-
ditions of the Albanian family in
the period of the construction of so-
cialism.

From the dynamic of ‘birthrates
during the period 1960-1965 it emer-
ges that the level of births shows
a reduction both in the cities and
in the countryside, although in the
latter it remains at a slightly higher
level than in the cities. In fact, the
rates of the reduction of this index
in the countryside have been a little
higher than in the cities. During the
last 20 years, birthrate in the village
has fallen from 42 to 27 per 1000
inhabitants, whereas in the cities the

reduction is from 31 to 22 births per
1000 inhabitants.

Among the factors which have

brought about the fall in the level
of births, worth-mentioning is the
engagement of women with work

outside the family. Ours is a coun-
try in which the participation of
women in work is one of the high-
est in the world. Being a decisive
factor for the emancipation of wo-
men, occupation of women, as a
rule, is accompanied with the li-
miting of births in comparison with
the time when women remained
confined at home and their main
function was that of reproduction.
This is confirmed also by the fact
that precisely after 1960, their inten-
sive adctivation in the social pro-
duction was, at the same time,
accompanied with a slight fall in
the birthrates. It must be mentio-
ned that, (despite the many-sided
improvements in the Iliving condi-
tions which ease the burden of the
family for the rearing and education
of children in socialism, in the pre-
sent situation the rearing and edu-
cation of many children creates,
especially for mothers, an extra bur-
den, which in many cases they try
to avoid by Ilimiting births, despite
their desire to have more children
than they actually have.

Another factor is also the increase
in the average age of marriage, espe-
cially of the girls, which results
from the uninterrupted uplift of the
educational and professional level
they have. Data show that the higher
the girls’ degree of education, the lo-
wer the percentage of their marria-
ges at a relatively young age. The
inclusion of girls in the secondary
and higher schooling, which Ilasts
8-9 years, reduces the number of
marriages for those girls, and, con-
sequently, the number of births for
these age-groups. Figures show that
from the moment when the average
marriage age of girls increased, the
trend for the birthrate to fall has
begun fo be felt.

The reduction in the number of
births in our country is also due to
the greater security that the child
born will live as a result of the
great reduction of infantile mortality.
The fear which existed in the past
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in the families of workers, especially
in the peasants, because of the death
of a great number of the children,
now is no longer an impediment.
The desire to have one’s own chil-
dren s fulfilled even with a small
number of births.

Another cause which causes a fall
in the level of births is also the
content of the reproductive function
of the socialist family. The family is
no longer an «incubator» = which
reproduces the living human forces;
its reproductive function now im-
plies not just the biological repro-
duction, but also the creation of so-
cial beings. For the socialist society,
more than any other social order, the
important thing is the quality of
the reproduction of the human ra-
ce. The higher our society advances
on the road of progress, the more
the quality, the social, political, edu-
cational, cultural and professional
formation of the man emerge on the
foremost place. Irrespective of the
fact that this task is solved not
only with the efforts of the family,
but also of the society, the role of
the family in the achievement of
this objective is and will remain
primordial. Our society provides ever
greater possibilities and better con-
ditions for each family to ensure the
formation of its children in confor-
mity with the requirements of so-
ciety. On this basis there is an in-
creased interest, responsability and
desire of each family to raise and
educate its children as well as it
can. And it is self-understood that
the more children one family has,
the more difficult it becomes to
fulfil this aim, which requires a
greater involvement of physical, spi-
ritual and material forces. However,
the question here is not just about
the material expenditure the family
makes in order to rear the children,
but rather about the strengthening of
the educative function of the socialist
family and our society, about the
complex joint efforts they make in
order to raise the level and quality
of the social formation of each indi-
vidual, All these factors bring about
a reduction in the birthrate.

The birth of children is determined
by many factors, inside and outside
the family, but, in the last analysis,
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it manifests itself as an act which
is decided by the couple, although
the act in itself is not entirely and
always decided consciously. From
this aspect is of interest to know
the predominating social opinion in
our country as regards the re-
productive  function of the d{a-
mily. For this purpose in the year
1985 we distributed a questionnaire,
the data of which helped us to dis-
cover the social psychology and
trends which prevail in our country
among different sections of the po-
pulation about this problem. It inclu-
ded 526 women and 266 men, who
had ony two children. They were
people of different ages, education
level and social status. The question-
naire included questions about the
number of children they would like
to have (although they actually had
only two), the reasons why they
would like to have more or less than
two children.

The answers show that most of
the parents (men and women) wan-

“ted to have three or more children.

That was the
irrespective of

prevailing opinion,
the schooling, so-
cial-class group of those asked.
Likewise, it revealed no difference
between the opinion of men and
women. Nevertheless, within this
general trend there are differences.
From the answers received it emer-
ged that as the school level of the
parents rises, the percentage of those
who wanted to have more than
3 children decreases. Thus, 65.8 per
cent of women with two children,
with elementary and 8-year schooling,
want to have 3 or more children;
whereas among the women who have
two children and who have higher
schooling, those who want to have
more than 3 children occupy only
53 per cent. In the answers from
men with the same school level the
tendency shows no great change.

It emerges from the questionnaire
that some of the women and men
with two children would not like
to have more than that. Thus, 42.9
per cent of the women and 44.6 per
cent of the men with two children
and with secondary schooling respond-
ed that they would be satisfied
with only two children. Asked why
they do not want to have more than
two children, they mentioned, among
other motives, the preoccupation and
cares required to raise many chil-
dren, and the reduction of their own
free time.

The reasons brought by those who
want to have more than two children
are also interesting. Their responses
show that in our country there is
still a strong opinion which accepts
the need for more than two chil-
dren for each family, proceeding
from important family and social
motives. Among these motives, the
social opinion gives primary impor-
tance to the desire to have children
of both sexes, and considers children
as a factor which countributes to
happiness in the family and responds
to the needs of society. In this aspect,
there were no important differences
between the opinions of women and
men.

The historical conditions and the
circumstances in which our people
have existed have created and in-
culcated in them the psychology
and the desire to have many chil-

dren. After the liberation of
the country, a number of new
factors began to operate with ever

increasing force and helped to con-
solidate this tendency on a new
basis. Nevertheless, the streng-
thening and further development of
this psychology remains an important
problem and a constant task of the
subjective factor, in order to pre-
vent it from being weakened under
the influence of different other factors.
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From the analysis of the dynamic
of birthrates in our country we must
highlight some problems. It is true
that in the last 20 years there is a
tendency for the birthrate to fall
both in city and in countryside, but
again the level of births in our
country remains very high. On the
other hand, the factors which were
mentioned above have influenced the
lowering of births and may continue
to do so in the future, but along with
them in our country there are other
factors, which operate and which can
noi lead to the uninterrupied fall of
births at catastrophic rates, as is
actually happening in the capitalist
and revisionist countries. Our society
is free from the operation of such
negative factors as unemployment,
insecurity about the future, huge fa-
mily expenses for the schooling of
children, for their health, etec., which,
in many of these countries, have
reduced birth levels under the re-
produciion level. In the socialist so-
ciety, the ever better and continuous
fulfilment of the material and spiri-
tual requirements of the people, the
security of the working people about
their future, along with their psycho-
logy, are important factors which
operate positively in the maintenance
of a high level of births. On this
basis a social opinion is built which
assumes the form of a tradition and
operates as a powerful factor for the
mainfenance of these levels.
However, besides this, the main-
tenance of a high birthrate requires
complementary measures in order to
help the increase of births. It is
enough to mention that the measures
taken in 1981 for the extension of
the ileave after childbirth made their
influence felt very soon, bringing
about the rise in the level of births
both in the city and in the country,
and lowering the infantile mortality.



ON THE 70th ANNIVERSARY OF THE COMMITTEE «THE NATION

A REVOLUTIONARY DENMN
OF THE ALB!/

by Prof. KRISTAQ PRIFTI

THE COMMITTEE «THE NATIONAL DEFENCE OF KOSOVA» HAS
ENTERED THE LIFE OF THE ALBANIAN NATION AS ONE OF THE MOST
OUTSTANDING REVOLUTIONARY POLITICAL ORGANIZATIONS, WHICH
LEFT ITS INDELIBLE IMPRINTS NOT ONLY IN THE ANNALS OF HIS-
TORY, BUT ALSO IN THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF OUR PEOPLE, WHO HAVE
CHERISHED THEM GENERATION AFTER GENERATION.

The Committee was founded in
Shkodra in 1918, in the very difficult
conditions when during the First
World War Albania was occupied by
the foreign armies and was threate-
ned by a still greater danger than
that of the year 1913 — the danger
of the final and definitive liquida-
tion of the independent state which
had been proclaimed on 28 Nove-
mber 1912, and which the imperia-
list powers were trying to divide
according to the clauses of the Lo-
ndon Treaty of 26 April 1915. About
this event Comrade Enver Hoxha
wrote the following: «Nothing could
shake these representatives (of the
London Treaty) from their positions
and views about the division of Al-
bania in favour of other states» In
those critical moments, the Commit-
tee «The National Defence of Ko-
sova» and its most outstanding lea-
ders such as Kadri Hoxha, who
presided it, Hasan Prishtina, Bajram
Curri, Sali Nivica, Elez Isufi, Hysni
Curri and others, along with scores
of patriotic branch committees and
associations which operated in Shko-
dra, Durrés, Vlora, Gijirokastra, Be-
rat, Korca, Erseka, Pogradec and
other towns, as well as in the colo-
nies of Albanian emmigrants abroad,
concentrated all their efforts on one
objective: the struggle for the de-
fence of the independent Albanian
state and its territorial integrity.

The struggle for the independence
and integrity of the Albanian state,
the opposition to the unjust deci-
sions which the imperialist states

adopted at the Peace Conference,
which was called in Paris in 1919-
-1920 for the division of Albania,
showed without equivocation that the
leaders and activists of the Com-
mittee «The National Defence of Ko-
sova» were the real representatives of
the supreme interests of the Alba-
nian nation. They cherished dearly
every inch of the land of their
country, therefore they fought with
equal valour for the liberation and
inviolability of Shkodra and Vlora,
Gjirokastra and Korca, Kosova and
Dibra. In the notes of protest and
the appeals published in the sum-
mer of 1919, when it appeared quite
clearly that the pretentions of Italy
and of the neighbouring Balkan
monarchies were finding the appro-
val of the TParis Conference, its
activists, rallying round the call «the
Homeland in danger», invited the
highlanders, «the boys of Central
Albania and Toskéria, the wvaliant
fighters of Kosova and of the entire
country to rise for the rescue of the
country against the danger of inva-
sion».

Although it did not entirely give
ur the use of diplomatic means of
struggle, the Committee «The National
Defence of Kosova» knew that it
could not wait to see the Albanian
question solved on the table of such
a high international imperialist forum
as was the Paris Peace Conference.
It saw the road for the salvation of
Albanian in the support of the forces
of the Albanian people, in the unity of
the people in front of the internal

and external enemies. In the decisions
of January 1920, which were drafted
by Kadri Hoxha and Hasan Prishti-
na, the Committee fully supported
the initiative for the convocation of
the Congress of Lushnja, which met
on 28-31 January 1920, for the solu-
tion of the task of the national
unity of the Albanians, considering
this Congress as an historic event
which would ensure the saftey of
the Homeland, and helped to organi-
ze it.

Ensuring the «self-government» of
Albania, and the struggle against any
form of protectorate on the part of
Italian imperialism, these were the
main contents of the program with
which the representatives of the
Committee went to the Congress of
Lushnja. The Committee of Kosova
supported the activity for the na-
tional unification of the country and,
together with the other patriotic for-
ces, worked for the mobilization of
the masses of the people throughout
the glorious epic of the war for the
liberation of Vlora from the Italian
invaders, in June-July 1920. Expres-
sing the determination of the people
not to permit a new partitioning of
the country, in its protests the Com-
mittee of Kosova wrote that the
Albanians «will not allow an inch
of the land of Vlora, Shkodra, or
Gjirokastra and Korga, to be taken
away from the motherland — Alba-
nia.»

The victory of the people in the
Vlora War against Ifalian imperia-
lism, and the repulsion of the Yugos-
lav military intervention on the north-
ern and eastern borders of the
country in the years 1919-1921, in
which, along with the highlanders
and the masses of the people of
Shkodra, Dibra and Mirdita, a great
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contribution was also made by the
activists of the Committee of Ko-
sova and hundreds of Kosova fighters;
neutralized the anti-Albanian decisions
of the Paris Peace Conference, and

preserved the independent Alba-
nian state.
In the political views and the

practical activity of such leaders of
the Committee as Hasan Prishtina,
Bajram Curri, Kadri Hoxha and sco-
res of other popular fighters linked
with the Committee, the consolida-
tion of the independent Albanian

state should be accompanied, at all
costs, with the establishment of a
democratic regime in Albania, with

a patriotic and progressive govern-
ment which would ensure the all-
round development of the country’s
culture and economy, would open
the road for the attainment of the
aspirations of the masses of the peo-
ple for freedom, democracy and so-
cial justice. In the internal political
strugle which broke out in the
country in the years 1921-1924 the
Committee of Kosova joined the
progressive  forces  which fought
against the landowner and monar-
chic reaction, for a democratic re-
publican regime. Precisely because
they constituted the support of the

democratic forces in the Albanian
Parliament, Ahmet Zog, after orga-
nizing the coup d’état with the

assistance of the gendarmerie units,
in December 1921 withdrew the ma-
ndate from the deputies of Kosova
from the Prefecture of Drin (Kosova),
most of whom were members of the
Committee «The National Defence of
Kosova», Kadri Hoxha, Hasan Prish-
tina, and other deputies, although
under the great military pressure of
reaction, declared with courage and
determination that they would con-

tinue to consider themselves as de-
puties of Kosova and Dibra and
representatives of Albania.

In the most decisive battles which
were fought during the Bourgeois-
-Democratic Revolution of June 1924,
the Committee «The National Defence
of Kosova» and the liberation move-
ment of the masses of people in
Kosova and Dibra gave their unre-
served support to the democratic for-
ces of the country and Fan Noli’s
government. Acting according to ori-
entations from the Committee, espe-
cially from Hasan Prishtina and Azem
Galica, hundreds of fighters from
Kosova left their homes, and under
the command of Bajram Curri en-
tered the ranks of the army of the
revolution. The most distinguished
activists of the Committee made an
invaluable contribution to the orga-
nization of the revolutionary de-
monstrations which were organized
with the initiative of the «Bashkimi»
association and its branches through-
out the country, in which they
demanded that Fan Noli’s govern-
ment should carry the revolution
through to the end, and work to rea-
lize the democratic transformations
which would fulfil the aspirations
of the popular masses.

Like the entire Albanian people, the
Committee «The National Defence of
Kosova» opposed with all its forces
the military intervention which the
government of Belgrade, supported
by the imperialist powers, undertook
in collaboration with the mercena-
ries in the pay of Ahmet Zog, in
December 1924, against the June
Revolution in Albania. The popula-
tion of the mountainous zones and
hundreds of fighters from Kosova,
under the command of the Old Man
of the Mountains, as they called

Bajram Curri, put their breasts to
the Yugoslav interventionist forces
and the mercenary forces of Ahmet
Zog. The words of Azem and Shote
Galica and the other Kosova figh-
ters, who declared publicly that the
enemy forces would have to tread
over their bodies bLefore they could
attack mother Albania, remain a
message of legendary wvalour for the
coming generations.
The Committee and
standing leaders, Kadri Hoxha, Ha-
san Prishtina, Sali Nivica, Bajram
Curri, together with Luigj Gura-
kugi. Avni Rustemi and others were
outspoken in their activity in the
European and world public opinion
to expose the policy of Great-Serb
genocide which was pursued against
the Albanians in the Yugoslav King-
dom, and resolutely defended their li-
beration movement for freedom and
national rights. The accounts of the
monstrous atrocities which the Ser-
bian army and bands committed
against the Albanian people have
filled the notes of protest which the
Committee «The National Defence
of Kosova» presented to the Inter-
national Commission of the League
of Nations on 21 December 1921,
when the Commission was in Tirana,
and to the League of Nations di-
rectly. The voice of the representa-
tives of the Albanian population of
Kosova and the other Albanian
territories was heard once again in
the seat of the League of Nations in
September 1524. At this forum, as
well as in the European press, they
condemned the chauvinist policy of
the leading circles of Belgrade,
which negated the Albanians their
right to existence, burned down and
laid waste whole villages with the
help of the army and the armed

its most out-
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bands, and even used the Agrarian
Reform as a means to confiscate the
property and houses of the Albanians,
to colonize their territories and to
compel them to leave their native
soil.

This policy of genocide continued
throughout the whole existence of
the  Yugoslav Kingdom, assumed
more sophisticated forms in the new
platforms for the massive expulsion
of the Albanians, which were pro-
posed in 1937 by Vaso Cubrilovié
and others, who were members of
the Serbian Cultural Club, and
which were in part executed at that
time, and in still greater proportions
in the Yugoslavia of the post-Second
World War period.

The activity of the Committee
«The National Defence of Kosova» is

connected with the popular move-
ment which developed in Kosova
during the period 1918-1928 wunder
the leadership of legendary Ileaders

like Azem Galica, Idriz Seferi, Shote
Galica, Sadik Rama, Ramadan Sha-
bani, and others, and such activists
as Qazim Bakalli, Murat Gjakova,
Tafil Boletini, Niman Ferizi and other
fighters. It was a real revolutionary
and national liberation movement
which was directed against the Serb-
Montenegrin yoke, against the policy
of expulsion and mass extermination
of the Albanians, and for the libe-
ration of Kosova and the other Al-
banian territories from foreign ser-
vitude.

The Committee «The National De-
fence of Kosova» lined itself up on
the same front as the revolutionary
organizations of the other peoples of

the Balkan Peninsula, through its
struggle against Zog’s reaction and
for the establishment of a democra-
tic regime in Albania, for the solu-
tion of the Albanian  national
question on the ‘basis of the
right of the nations to self-determi-
nation, for the defence of the prin-
ciples of real equality and friend-
ship in {he relations among the
Balkan countries, as well as through
its revolutionary activity in tbe lead
of the liberation war of the mas-
ses of the people against the most
oppressive and reactionary regime as
was that of the Yugoslav Kingdom.

Since 1920-1921 the Committee and
all its activists, especially Hasan
Prishtina, Bajram Curri, Zija Dibra
and others, entered into collabora-
tion and made contacts with the
leaders of the liberation and com-
munist movement of Macedonia,
whereas after the outbreak of the
Revolution of June 1924 in Albania
they also had contacts with the
Montenegrin, Bosnian and other re-
volutionaries, ‘'on the basis of their
cornmon war against the reactionary
ruling classes of the countries of the
Balkans. Placing the emphasis on this
aspect of the activity of the Com-
mittee «The National Defence of
Kosova», which is proof of its inter-
nationalist character, the Balkan
Committee of revolutionary organi-
zations in one of its documents
wrote that the Revolutionary Orga-
nization of Kosova is now part of
the common front of the war of
the Balkan peoples, that the revo-
lutionary movement of the Albanian
people will enjoy, in future, too, the
full support of all the national revo-
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lutionary organizations of the Bal-
kans. The activity of the Committee
«The National Defence of Kosova»,
and the national liberation move-
ment which it led, have also had
the full support of the Komintern
and George Dimitrov. Even the
Communist Party of Yugoslavia, at
its 4th Congress held in Drezden in
Novembher of the year 1928, appre-
ciated the patriotic and revolutionary-
democratic movement of the Com-
mittee «The National Defence of Ko-
sova» and publicly condemned the
injustice which history had done to
the Albanian people by partitioning
them and placing them under a
heavy national yoke. This congress
expressed the solidarity of the wor-
kers and peasants of the different
nationalities of Yugoslavia with the
Albanian national revolutionary mo-
vement, which was represented by
the Committee of Kosova.

The suppression of the liberation
and democratic movement under the
leadership of the Committee <«The
National Defence of Kosova», as well
as ‘the suppression of the Revolution
of June 1924 deprived not only the
liberation movement of Kosova, but
also that of Macedonia, Montenegro
and Bosnia-Herzegovina, of a revo-
lutionary hot-bed in the Balkans, as
Albania was in 1924,

In socialist Albania the work of
the Committee «The National Defen-
ce of Kosova» and of thousands of
fighters, who, under its leadership,
dedicated their lives to the supreme
interests of the Homeland, has been
made an inspiring example for the
future generations, and is raised on
the pedestal of our national history.
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THE PSR OF ALBANIA
FOLLOWS
A COMPLETELY

INDEPENDENT

FOREIGN POLICY

From the speech of Camrade Reiz Malile, head of delegation
of the People’s Socialist Republic of Albania, to the 43rd
session of UN General Assembly

«For more than four decades now,
each year, one session after another,
the General Assembly has engaged
in debates over major problems which
preoccupy the international communi-
ty.

«At present signs of the relaxation
of tension are emerging. We could
not but hail this process, nevertheless
the truth is that we live in a world
in which exist many contradictions
and confrontations. Hence, we are still
far from a genuine and lasting peace.
The Soviet-American relations have
entered a phase of understanding and
accord, which have in their very foun-
dations their political, economic and
military interests. It ‘is a fact that,
over .the last decades, confrontations
and accords between them have been
cyclical. In essence, their policy has
not altered
wards hegemony. One of the constant
and most significant parametres is
the arms race, which is proceeding
at high rates. This shows that the

its main orientation to-

On 30th September, at the UN General Assembly, the floor
was also taken by the head of delegation of the PSR of Albania,
the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Comrade Reiz Malile, who among

other things, said:

superpowers consider the issue of dis-
armament the exlusive domain of
their competence and interests, mini-
mizing or altogether neglecting the
role of the other states. This tendency
of monopolizing world affairs and of
exerting dictate on international rela-
tions poses a real threat to the
sovereign peoples and states. Howe-
ver big and important their role, due
to their economic and military might.
it can in no way replace the role
of the international community, whe-
re all states must have their place
and their say, and jointly decide on
matters concerning the destinies of
peoples and mankind, peace and in-
ternational security.

«Without underrating the value of
some step taken toward the relaxa-
tion of tension, the Albanian delega-
tion is of the opinion that dhe Soviet-
-American agreement on Euromissiles
does not mean, as yet, that peace in
Europe and in the world has become
more secure,

«Peace, security and international
co-operation are one and indivisible,
there can be no peace on one con-
tinent while there is tension and
conflict in other parts of the world.
There can be no genuine security in
Europe, in the Middle East or other
zones which are in flames and inse-
cure.

«The PSR of Albania,» Comrade
Reiz Malile continued, «has always
been against regional conflicts and
for disputes to be solved through ne-
gotiations. These conflicts, which ha-
ve inflicted pain and suffering on
the countries involved, have always
been used by the imperialist powers
to the detriment of peoples and peace.

«The Albanian Government hails
the steps taken recently by the par-
ties directly involved in conflicts, lea-
ding to the extinction of these hot-
-beds of tension. In our opinion, when
it is a matter of putting an end to
regional conflicts, the important thing
is that the solutions reached should
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be acceptable to the parties involved
and not conjunctural solutions impo-
sed from above. We also maintain
that it is equally significant that the
main contribution should come, in
the first place, from the states of
the region in which the confliet oc-
curs and who are more interested in
extinguishing the fire and in securing
peace.

«The Albanian people and their
Government have hailed the cease-
fire between Irag and Iran, which
has also been greeted by the enti-
re peace-loving public opinion. We
appreciate the steps taken by the-
se two countries to put an end to
a war which had heavy consequen-
ces for two neighbouring peoples
and was fraught with threats to the
general peace and security. We wish
that this wisdom and goodwill charac-
terize also the negotiations which arve
actually being held between these two
countries. But, we cannot fail to
point out that peace in this region
remains threatened by the presence
of the foreign warships in the Per-
sian Gulf. It cannot be safeguarded
by the gunboats of the big powers,
but by the peoples of the countries
that have access to the waters of the
Gulf. The removal of the fleets by
those who have sent their warships
there will be a test to measure if
they are really interested in inter-
national peace and security.

«The Albanian Government and pe-
ople, consistent in their firm stand to-
wards the just cause of the Arab
peoples, as here-to-fore, in the future,
too, will continue to lend their unre-
served support to the struggle of the
martyred Palestinian people, as well
as to the struggle of all the frater-
nal Arab peoples to drive the Israeli
aggressors out of the occupied territo-
ries.

«As a Mediterranean country, we
cannot be unconcerned, nor can we
fail to point out the threat posed
by the continued concentration of the
naval fleets of the superpowers in
the Mediterranean basin. Their pre-

sence not only has turned it into
one of the most militarized maritime
zones of the globe, but in many a case
has brought about dangerous situa-
tions.

«The development of friendly rela-
tions of our country with the Balkan
states remains a fundamental and
permanent orientation of the foreign
policy of the PSR of Albania. Not
only does Albania proclaim the va-
lues of and the need for a policy
of good neighbourliness, but by trans-
lating it into reality, she does every-
thing she can for the creation of a
political climate which would fa-
vour understanding, confidence and
genuine co-operation among the coun-
tries of our region.

«The Albanian Government has ne-
ver been for turbulences in the Bal-
kans. It has deemed it an obligation
and has worked so that our region
may enjoy stability, and that the
situation in it be constantly improved.
Destabilization of any of the Balkan
countries is to the detriment of each
of them and to the balance and pea-
ce, in general. We therefore believe
that it is the peoples and
of the region themselves who are
primarily concerned about the stabili-
ty and security in the Balkans, and
who cannot but evaluate the signifi-
cance of keeping off foreign factors.

«We have evaluated the meeting
of the Foreign Ministers of the Bal-
kan states as a positive development
which serves the creation of a spirit
of understanding, confidence and co-
-operation in our region. It is our
conviction that through joint efforts
this positiv:: procss can be ,constant-
ly carried forward. '

«One of the most acute problems
which continues to preoccupy our re-
gion is that of the nationalities and
minorities living in one another’s ter-
ritory. In dealing with this very
sensitive issue, which has frequently
determined the level of the relations
among the Balkan states, it is ne-
cessary to act without passion, but
with political wisdom and justice, res-
ponding to the concrete historical re-

states
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ality, far from national narrow-min-
dedness. Such an attitude serves the
strengthening of understanding and
confidence among the neighbouring
the relaxation and elimi-
nation of tension, thus paving the
way for bilateral and multilateral
When minorities and
nationalities enjoy all their rights with-
out discrimination, they become a
factor of cohesion within the coun-
try and elements of rapprochement
and friendship among the peoples and
countries of the region.»

Speaking abou. the grave econo-
mic situation in Africa, which has
become a preoccupation for the Uni-
ted Nations, which in May 1986 de-
voted a special session of General As-
sembly to this problem, he said that
«the causes of this situation should
be sought in the savage colonial do-
mination, as well as in the present-
-day neo-colonial exploitation, which in
most varied methods and ways gob-
bles up the great natural riches of
this continent in the form of cheap
raw materials,

countries,

co-operation.

ensuring thus ever
greater profits.

«The imperialist and the racist
policy of the South Africa regime,
which exerts brutal pressure and
violence on the Azanian and Nami-
bian peoples, permanently threatening
the countries of South Africa, is like-
wise fraught with grave consequen-
ces for the African peoples and cou-
ntries.

«The Albanian
people,

Government and
who have unreservedly sup-
ported the struggle of the Aczanian
people for {reedom, the struggle of
the Namibian people for national li-
beration and social emancipation and
that of all the African peoples aga-
inst racism, apartheid and neo-colo-
nialism, will continue to do so in
the future, too.

«The PSR of Albania will support
the efforts of the Korean people for
the independent unification of their
homeland.»

After pointing out that human mind
and genius have made unprecedented
strides in their knowledge of the se-
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crets of nature, which are reflected in
epoch-making discoveries in the field
of science and technology, Comrade
Reiz Malile said that «we cannot
fail to notice that the achievements
in science and technology, instead of
put entirely at the service of
progress and well-being of mankind,
are frequently employed in the arms
race and for war preparations, being
a direct consequence of the imperia-
list policies. It is also unacceptable
that the achievements of science, in-
stead of constituting an invaluable
asset of the entire mankind, have
been made the monopoly and privi-
lege of some, who use them not only
as a means of superprofit, but also as
a tool of pressure and dictate on
the other.

being

«Today we are facing another ne-
gative phenomenon. Although in its
nature it may appear to be a purely
ecological problem, and there
doubt that it is such, too, it carries
just as sirong a political colouring.
The question is about the overt
and covert efforts by some states tfo
dispose of their industrial waste, in-
cluding toxic and radioactive mat-
ter, from their countries, by dumping
them in other countries, mainly in
the developing countries.

«The PSR of Albania pursues a
completely independent foreign poli-
cy,» said Comrade Reiz Malile in
conclusion. «History over many cen-
turies and in the last 40 years has
taught the Albanian people to put
above everything their freedom and

is no
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independence, full sovereignty, which
lie at the foundation of the poli-
cy of our state. It is significant that
they have not regarded them as de-
tached from what happens around,
from the others’ freedom and inde-
pendence. We respect the others and
expect the same from them. In this
sense, not only do we not hesitate
to co-operate with other states, but
we desire this co-operation, which we
consider as a means that assists our
development and, at the same time,
contributes to the development of in-
ternational relations and co-operation.
It is important that this co-operation
should be equal, mutually beneficial,
and should not infringe upon the so-

_ vereignty of each country and its

social system.»
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THE 17th PLENUM OF THE LCY AND THE YUGOSLAV CRISIS

«ZERI 1 POPULLIT», organ of the CC of the PLA

The 17th Plenum of the
LCY was held some days
ago. This meeting attracted
the attention of public opi-
nion and political circles
outside Yugoslavia both be-
cause of the grave crisis
which has Yugoslavia in its
grip and which has nothing
to be compared with in Eu-
rope, and because of the
dangerous political tenden-
cies which have emerged in
this country, especially in
the more recent times, and
which may have many reper-
cussions.

In the first place, they
arouse concern among the pe-
oples of Yugoslavia themsel-
ves, among the many nations
and nationalities which have
been united in the Federation
and live under one roof and
fear the props that keep it
up may give in. They aro-
use the concern of their Bal-
kan neighbours who have
suffered so much from na-
tionalist quarrels and expan-
sionist policies in their re-
gion. They arouse the con-
cern also of the other Eu-
ropean countries which do
well know that nobody stands
to gain if the Balkans thre-
aten to turn again, if not
into a powder keg, at least
into a zone of turbulence and
disorder.

The economic policy of the
Mikuli¢ government, the suc-
cessive reforms and the me-
asures dictated by the WMF

and other foreign creditors
not only have improved no-
thing but, on the contrary,
have further worsened the
economic situation. Inflation
was planned to run at 95
per cent in the end of the
year, but it has already ri-
sen to 217 per cent; the
real income of the working
people has declined by 135
per cent as compared with
the last year; the foreign debt
is in excess of 21 billion dol-
lars, unemployment is going
towards two million and the
standard of living has fal-
len back to that of 20
years ago.

The economic crisis and
the difficult situation crea-
ted for the working masses
have also exacerbated the po-
litical situation in the coun-
try. Distrust towards the le-
ading organs of the party and
state has increased, they are
accused of incapability, slug-
gishness, even corruption,
while at the same time na-
tional quarrels among the
different nations and natio-
nalities of Yugoslavia have
increased. The development
of these conflicts which was
not limited only to fierce cri-
ticism in the press and at
different meetings and fo-
rums, but also, under the
incitement of certain circles
of Serb nationalism and cha-
uvinism, expressed themselves
in large-scale street manifes-
tations, has created a very

tense situation in the coun-
try. The policy and the eco-
nomy, individual cadres and
whole leaderships of repu-
blics and regions, the Con-
stitutional rights of nations
and nationalities, on the basis
of which federative Yugos-
lavia is built, etc.,, are being
questioned. Things have gone
to such lengths that there is
talk of a third Yugoslavia,
of the threat of a civil war
and the proclamation of the
state of emergency.

These dramatic develop-
ments, which promise nothing
good, have given the 17th
Plenum special importance.
There were even voices
which called it historic.
Everybody expected and wi-
shed the 17th Plenum of the
LCY, the highest political
forum of the country and
its leading staff, to set a
correct diagnosis of the evils
and maintain such a stand
as would set Yugoslavia on
a road which would enable
it to emerge out of the crisis,
while strengthening the badly
shaken coexistence and uni-
ty of its peoples.

But what was the result?
There was a great deal of
talk about the economic ecri-
sis. All admitted to the situa-
tion being extremely bad,
both economically and poli-
tically, both on the national
and international plane, al-
though there were different
assessments of this situation.
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Some emphasized the econo-
mic factor, the grave crisis,
as the fundamental cause
which has torn apart all
the components of Yugoslav
society; some others, espe-
cially the representatives of
Serbia, saw the evil in Al-
banian nationalism and se-
paratism or, better say, in
the fact that Serbia does not
exercise complete domina-
tion on the autonomous re-
gions of Kosova and Voi-
vodina.

However, there were no
convincing solutions to this
all-round crisis, and nothing
emerged about the much-
advertised changes that would
bring about the improve-
ment of the situation. The
Plenum adopted a document
on the tasks «for overco-
ming the grave economic,
political and social situation
of the country,» but there
were more words than real
solutions in it. There was
talk about reforms in the
field of the economy in
which private, and sharehol-
ders companies and foreign
capital were to be given a
free hand, but even their
authors were not so sure
about their success. Likewise,
the Plenum decided on carry-
ing out a reform in the or-
ganization of the party, inde-
ed changing one third of the
membership of the CC of the
LCY. But what will be their
impact on the solution of
the problems of the country?
What was not dealt with, or
better say, was not mentio-
ned at all, is that there can

be no improvement of the
economy in Yugoslavia with-
out a democratic political
life, without conciliation and
understanding between its na.
tions, without national equa-
lity and social justice, with-
out mutual tolerance and
trust, without preservation
and strengthening of fede-
ralism which is the basis on
wh” h the Yugoslav structu-
re stands up to now.

One thing clearly emerged
at the 17th Plenum of the
LCY: the concern of the na-
tions and nationalities that
make up Yugoslavia about
the preservation of the rights
they have won as a result
of their anti-fascist war. They
fear losing these rights thro-
ugh the rise of Serb nationa-
lism, and its aims to impose
its hegemony on all.

It must be said for the
sake of truth that at the
17th Plenum of the LCY at-
tempts were - made, although
in a coded language, by a
good part, if not the majo-
rity, of its participants, at
stigmatizing Serb nationa-
lism, at pointing out the
threat it poses to the stabi-
lity and the future of the
country. In this direction,
some kind of warnings were
made. Such was the fact
that the representative of
Serbia Dugan Skrebi¢ failed
to receive a vote of confi-
dence. Those in Serbia un-
derstood correctly the politi-
cal implication of this me-
asure, and TANJUG called
it «distrust of the policy of
Serbia, which is directed aga-

inst the LC of Serbia and its ’
head, MiloSevié¢, one of who-
se close collaborators Skrebig¢
was.»

Will this stem the onsla-
ught of the circles of Serb
nationalism and chauvinism?
Will it back down, or will
it continue on its course and
take revenge of its oppo-
nents? This we shall see from
the further development of
events. However, the mani-
festations that began imme-
diately after the Plenum at
Kosova Plain and Serbia, and
the speeches delivered by
some Serb leaders there do
not announce good weather.

The criticism voiced at the
Plenum towards Serb natio-
nalism, no matter how timid,
would have had some positi-
ve value were it not deva-
lued by the concessions that
were made to its policy in
Kosova and the permission
it was given to go about
it there according %o its
desire and will. The Plenum
gave greater support to the
Serb theses, and exporseed
the already exploded views
that those to blame for the
crisis are the Kosovar peo-
ple, that the Serb and Mon-
tenegrin population are su-
bject to Albanian terror, and
so on and so forth. Practi-
cally this stand was a co-
mpromise which encouraged
the activities of Serb natio-
nalism, not against Albanian
irredentism and separatism,
as was said, but against the
Albanians, in general, against
their rights as part of the
Federation, against their re-
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gional autonomy, and against
their fundamental gains won
with so many struggles and
sacrifices, just as all the
other peoples of Yugoslavia.

The so-called «drama of
Kosova», which is being pla-
yed on all the stages of
Yugoslavia, is not «the dra-
ma of the expulsion» of the
Serbs and Montenegrins, but
that of their deception and
manipulation, and their trans-
formation into shock detach-
ments of a blind chauvinism.
The drama of Kosova is, in
the first place, the drama
of the Albanian population,
of its constant mistreatment
and persecution. The genoci-
de carried out on the Alba-
nians since 1945 by the Serb
military administration, the
Rankovié-men and others
must not be forgotten. The
fact must not be ignored that
hundreds of thousands of Al-
banians are to this very day
forced to emigrate to Turkey
and even America in order
to escape all kind of perse-
cutions. It is a fact that
under the pretext of the
struggle against irredentism,
over 3000 young men langu-
ish from 1981 to this day in
the Yugoslav jails, that over
12 000 others have been ex-
pelled from schools. These
are all Albanians. The situa-
tion in Kosova has worsened
in direct ratio to the brutal,
oppressive and discriminating
interventions of the Belgra-
de authorities, with the ma-
nifestations of worked up
crowds of Serbs and Mon-
tenegrins roaming about Yu-
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goslavia clamouring for blood
and murder.

And after all this, Suvar
has the cheek to say that
«statements about the inequ-
ality of the Albanians in
Yugoslavia must be expo-
sed» One may ask: If the
Albanians are supposed to
be equal to others, then
are they allowed to come out
on demonstrations and call

«Let’s exterminate the
Serbs!»,  Millosevi¢  should
go!», and other analogous

slogans, just as «others» do?

As a rule the measure of
assessment and interpretation
of what is right or wrong
must be the same, be it for
the Albanians or the Serbs,
But this does not happen.

How does it happen that
when, at their demonstra-
tions, the Serbs call for ar-
ms, for blood, for the exter-
mination of the Albanians,
even for marching on Tira-
na, nobody is made to bla-
me? Whenever and where-
ver they like the Serbs may
sing songs about King Peter
and Draza Mihailovié, the
Cetnici and demobrani, while
in Macedonia one folk
wedding song sung by an
Albanian is enough for him
to be called «nationalist,
an irredentist or a separa-
tist>» and, consequantly, for
him to land in jail.

Why is all that great fuss
raised about the boycotting
of lessons by Serb students
and children in Kosova, while
there is no protest, no voice
is raised about the 130 Al-
banians who were thrown

into jail in Macedonia, only
because, in accordance with
the Yugoslav  Constitution,

‘they demanded that lessons

should be given in the Al-
banian language.

Should perhaps the strug-
gle against irredentism be
waged and the drama of
Kosova resolved by encoura-
ging the most bestial hatred
against the Albanians, as the
journal NIN of October 9,
1988 did, when it wilely of-
fended all the Albanian wo-
men who, in its words, «ha-
ve been turned into sexu-
al objects and reproductive
machines by means of which
the ideologists of ’Greater
Albania’ want to invade Yu-
goslav territories?!» There is
neither justice nor humani-
ty in these savage passions,

in this chauvinist fever.
There is only racism and
apartheid.

Compromises always con-

ceal the seed of evil in them-
selves. This has been proved
by history. The crises and
problems of Yugoslavia can-
not be solved by denying the
Albanians their rights, the
whole cannot be saved by sa-
crificing part of it. Only a
coherent stand which res-
ponds to the interests of all
the nations and nationalities
of Federative Yugoslavia can
serve as a basis for finding
a way out of the crisis.
The Albanians and the
Serbs have lived together
{for many centuries and have
known how to build a realis-
tic and mutually acceptable
coexistence, have arrived at
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understanding that quarrels
and animosities of which the-
re was no lack, haveled on-
ly to grave consequences for
both sides. The Serb leaders
of Belgrade try to stem this
course of events also con-
trary to the spirit of modern
times and the supreme inte-
rests of the peoples of Yu-
goslavia, by fostering hatred
and animosity, impatience
and intolerance. They are
unable to wunderstand that
one cannot go very far on
the basis of hatred.

The reality is that over 2
million Albanians live in Yu-
goslavia. 'They live on their
ancient territories, with a
strong and resistent natio-
nal formation and identity,
with a great spiritual power
and a broad historical expe-
rience. One may call them
a nation or a nationality,
one may invent all sorts of
linguistic or political-philo-
sophical terms to denomina-
te them. But they remain
what they are and as many
as they are, coming third in
numbers among the popu-
lation of Yugoslavia and far
ahead of some other Yugos-
lav nations which have been
given the right of having
their state and republic. One
cannot escape the facts, the
reality. Yugoslavia cannot es-
cape itself, either. It is a
state of many nationalities
among which are the Alba-
nians, too. And as long as
Yugoslavia does not repre-
sent a unified nation, all the
nations and nationalities
must either be all equal

or there must be equality
for none of them.

At present, dissatisfied with
the ccnclusions of the 17th
Plenum of the LCY, the
Serbs fell back on Kosova.
Demonstrations began again.
They did not accept to lis-
ten even to the official re-
presentative of the CC of
the LCY. On the contrary,
they recommenced their thre-
ats; both on the part of
the demonstrators infected
with nationalism and chau-
vinism and the Serb leaders.
On October 20 one of them,
a certain Jetvi¢, declared on
Kosova Plain that «the Con-
stitutional changes will ena-
ble Kosova to become an in-
tegral part of Yugoslavia in
all aspects.» Another, Beri-
sav Jovi¢, President of the
Assembly of Serbia, declared
on October 21st: «Serbia is
ready to muster as many mi-
litians as they are needed
for Kosova.» One cannot be
more outspoken about what
is being demanded and what
is being prepared.

This situation cannot fail
to arouse concern, especially
to us, the neighbouring coun-
tries, and socialist Albania
in particular. First, because
we are directly interested in
everything that has to do
with the life and work of
our brothers living in Yugos-
lavia. Second, because at
street demonstrations and in
the Belgrade press there are
more and more frequently
provocative references to so-
cialist Albania, too.

The internal developments
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of Yugoslavia have their in-
ternational aspect, ton. It is
known that Yugoslavia has
received and continues to
receive great material aid
both from the West and the
East, without mentioning mo-
ral support, which has al-
ways been abundant. How-
ever, in all these relations of
generosity Yugoslavia’s fri-
ends have seen only the exter-
nal stands of the Yugoslav
state, especially towards the
blocs, while they have paid
no attention to its internal
events and it has not cros-
sed their minds that they
may also evolve in direc-
tions which run counter to
the purposes for which they
have not spared their mo-
ney. For example, they saw
the destabilization of Yugos-
lavia as a possibility that
might come only from out-
side, but never as a result
of economic decline and in-
ter-national quarrels. They
have neglected or have not
wanted to see the growth
of Great-Serb nationalism
and the course the country
would take also in inter-
national relations were it tfo
establish its hegemony and
rule.

In one way or another the
Balkan countries have ex-
pressed their concern about
the unpredictable turn Yu-
goslavia might take as a re-
sult of the Great-Serb wave
that has swept that country.
The preoccupation stems not
only from the fact that
events in Yugoslavia may
slow down the slow and
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very painful process of rap-
prochement of the Balkan co-
untries, of developing coope-
ration and strengthening fri-
endship, which found its
concrete expression at the
meeting of Ministers of Fo-
reign Affairs in Belgrade
this year, in all the positive
initiatives that were drafted
there. But it stems also
from a well-known ‘histori-
cal truth that, because of
its position and weight in
the Peninsula, destabilization
of Yugoslavia may lead to
the upsetting of the equili-

n
WHAT LIES BEHIND

FOR ASIA AND THE

«ZERI I POPULLIT~,

In mid-September' the So-
viet leader, Gorbachov, ma-
de a speech in Krasnoyarsk,
situated in the middle of

the Asiatic part of the So-
viel: Union, about «peace
and security for the region

of Asia and the Pacific».
This speech is opened with
a package of proposals for
«peace and security in the
Asiatic-Pacific region», which
have been dictated by an al-
legedly new situation in Asia,
after the «settlement» of the
problem of Afghanistan, the
beginning of the process of
negotiations on Cambodia, etc.
In order to examine tha-
se proposals, he says that a
new mechanism of Soviet-
-American negotiations should
be set up. This new me-

chanism will be transforme. -

‘in Europé or
- desires.

~ «every other proposal
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brium established hore,
which' are very delicate and
may be easily upset, with
consequences which nobody
in the world

Unfortunately, these ob-
servations and criticisms ha-
ve often bocen taken as ex-
pressions of the old and
well-known routine of intet-
Balkan relations, without
thinking that times evolve
and nothing stands still, that
these relations are now an
indivisible part of European
and world relations.

We like to hope that the
healthy and realistic forces,
those who understand the
threats that hang over Yu-
goslavia, who are not absent
among the Serbs, either, will
wake up and stop the offen-
sive undertaken by Groat-
-Serb chauvinism. But this
belongs to the future. All
those who wish Yugoslavia
who and
want security in the Balkans
and Europe wish that this
future may not be too far
away.

well, love peace

THE NEW SOVIET PROPOSALS

PACIFIC REGION

into a tribune from which
con-
nected with the security of
the region of Asia and the
Pacific can be discussed-.
These measures,  which
Moscow Proposes, cannot
solve the question of «peuce
and security in  Asin and
the Pacific».
" Both superpowers have o
great number of military ba-
ses and troops in this re-
gion. Their naval fleets, which
patrol the waters of he Pu-
cific Ocean, are among the
largest of the world.  Desi-
des tHis, the American mul-

ti-national companies have
invested scores of bhiliions of
dollars 'in the vegion, ond

can never agree to nari with
them. Whereas the = Soviet
capital "has just begun to

penetrate into it. These bil-
lions must be somzhow ma-
de safe, and that duty is
entrustied to the naval uaits
of the two  sup=raowers.

Maoscow  needs these new
proposals in order {o present
itself as the champion of
peace and security even in
this region of the world,
in order to open the way
for the expansion of Soviet
capital. The fact is that in
the last five or six months
Mnscow  has  extremely in-
tensified its «cconomic diplo-
‘macy» in the region.

Besides all these considera-
tions, Gorbachov sees the
possibility  for «peace and
security in the region of Asia
and the Pacific» in the creation
of a détente in the rela-
tions between the Soviet Uni-
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on and the USA, in the res-
pect of one another’s inter-
ests in the region. There-
fore, as Gorbachov revealed,
«the Soviet :Union is seeking
new points of eontact with
the United States of Ame-
rica regarding - the problems
of Asia and the -Pacific». As
is known. Washington has
proclaimed some specific
strategic zones of Asia and
the Pacific as «zones of its
vital interests». This speech
is a fresh confirmation of
the faect that, for the sake

of the division of spheres

of influence, the Soviet Union
accepts the existence of the-
se «zones ‘of vital interesis»,
declaring that «the = Soviet
Union will not harm the va-
rious economic relations of

DISBANDING OF MILITARY BLOCS SERVES

the USA in this region.»

Gorbachov was careful to
point out also that «the So-

viet Union has shown with
deeds that it knows to take
the realities into conside-
ration.»

By presenting the solution
of the -Afghan problem as
a model of solution through
Soviet-American negotiations,
the Soviet leadership propo-
ses that all the other pro-
blems of this region should
be, likewise, solved through
negotiations, which will en-
sure the preservation of «pe-
ace and security» in the re-
gion. For the sake . of
this, they propose that pe-

-oples of this region should

give up their efforts for
the protection of their
interests and their na-
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tional sovereignty. There is

_also talk about <«a growing

interdependence and integra-
tion of the general human
and national interests  (by
which the Soviet and Ame-
rican interests are implied).»

The proposals put forward
by Gorbachov are an effort
at legalizing the superpowers’
right to discuss and decide
the question of the Paeific and
Asia. Real security and peace
in the region can be achie-
ved only by throwing out
the foreign bases, the fleets
and the nuclear weapons,
when the peoples of diffe-
rent countries can decide for
themselves the problems and
disagreements which exist

among them without foreign
interference.

THE FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE OF THE PEOPLES

«ZERI I POPULLIT>,

Twenty years from now
the Albanian Governmen?
took the historie decision . to
denounce  the Warsaw Treaty
and withdraw from this or-

ganization. This correct and

principled decision has ser-
ved the preservation of na-
tional freedom and indepen-
dence, the defence of the
victories and the. cause of
socialism, - because .ihe ,War-
saw Treaty had heen tran-

sformed from a treaty of pe-
ace and collaboration into an
organization . which impose:
the Soviet policy, into an
aggressive treaty to the de-
triment of the  interests of
socialism . and the peoples.

At the 6th Congress of the
Party of Labour of Albania,
Comrade Enver Hoxha said

‘in connection with the de-

nunciation of the Warsaw

Treaty: «Our country got out

of the Warsaw Treaty and
publicly denounced its ag-
gressive policy and activity.
With this just act we not
only defended the [recdom
and independence of our Ho-
meland, but also showed
that the way to defend fre-
edom and independence, the
road of peace and interna-
tional security gces through
firm opposition to the hege-
monic -and enslaving  policy
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of imperialism and revisio-
nism.»

With the revision of the
political course of the So-
viet Union, the Warsaw
Treaty degenerated from a
political-military alliance for
the defence of the indepen-
dence and interests of the
socialist states into an ins-
trument for the implemen-
tation of the policy of the
Soviet Union for domina-
tion. After the advent ¢to
power of the Khrushchev
group in the Soviet Union,
the policy of dictate of the
«mother party» and the «big
state» began to be applied
within the organization of
the Warsaw Treaty. The free
will, on which this organi-
zation was founded in 1955,
was disregarded and all tho-
se principles which relied on
the theory of Marxism-Le-
ninism, on the basis of which
it functioned, were distorted;
it violated the norms of fri-
endship among the peoples
and member states of the
organization, internationalist
assistance, collaboration, res-
pect of the national sovere-
ignty and independence, non-
-interference in the inter-
nal affairs, etc. A flagrant
violation of these principles
was the open military ag-
gression of August 21, 1968
by the Soviet Union against
Czekoslovakia, which clearly
showed the aggressive and
enslaving character which
this organization, conducted
by the Soviet Union, had
assumed.

The time confirmed the
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correctness of socialist Alba-
nia’s decision to withdraw
from the Warsaw Treaty.
The military pact of the
Warsaw Treaty is just as
aggressive as that of NATO,
which is led by the USA.
They have entered a feve-
rish competition of arms ra-
ce, spending billions upon
billions of dollars every year
in order to maintain their
war jaugernaults in efficien-
cy. At present, these two ag-
gressive military blocs, NATO
and the Warsaw Treaty,
have at their disposal nucle-
ar weapons equalling 1 million
and a half of the «Hiroshi-
ma» type in capacity, which
means 3.5 kg of explosive
for each inhabitant of our
planet. Such an arms race,
which has completely milita-
rized the European continent,
and such a high degree of
perfection of military equip-
ment of the Warsaw Tre-
aty and the NATO bloc for
war on land, at sea, in the
air and even in the outer
space, help these organiza-
tions and their leaders, the
Soviet Union, and the USA,
to retain their control over
many countries of Europe,
to exert pressure and black-
mail on the peoples of
these countries. They enable
them to extend the activi-
ty of these organizations for
world hegemony on the other
continents.

The aggressive character of
the Warsaw Treaty cannot
be covered up by Gorba-
chov’s «new political thin-
king» in the foreign poli-

cy, or by his perestroika.
Every manoeuvre which the
present group in the Krem-
lin is making, both in its
foreign policy and in its
military policy within the
framework of the Warsaw
Treaty, is just a tactical
matter which has nothing
to do with strategic chan-
ges. Gorbachov’s group tri-
ed to present the Soviet with-
drawal from  Afghanistan
as a sign of the Kremlin’s
«goodwill for peace». But,
in fact, the military with-
drawal of the Soviet occu-
piers from Afghanistan was
dictated, in the first place,
by other factors, by the de-
termined war of the Afghan
people. It came about, also,
as a result of the bargai-
ning between Moscow and
Washington in order to use
the regional conflicts to the
best advantage in order to
further their own imperialist
interests for the division and
redivision of spheres of in-
fluence.

The aggressive nature of
the two major military grou-
pings, which the time is con-
firming more and more each
day, refutes those claims of
the USA and the Soviet Uni-
on that these organizations
serve the territorial defence
and security of the European
countries which they cover.
The very existence of these
two military groupings,
NATO and the Warsaw Tre-
aty, has caused the Europe-
an continent to be divided
into two great political-mili-
tary parts; it is responsible
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for the lack of the spirit
of confidence and understa-
nding between the European
peoples.

The European peoples art
in a position to decide theit
own fates for themselves,
outside the superpowers’ tu-
telage. Therefore the disban-
ding of the military blocs
which are manipulated by
the superpowers is a basic
condition for the liquida-
tiecn of divisions and discords
in Europe, for lowering ten-
sion on our continent, and
for achieving genuine peace
and security in it. In con-
nection with this Comrade
Ramiz Alia said at the 9ih
Congress of the PLA, «Prac-
tice proves that the blocs
lead to ever greater subordi-
nation of the partners to their
leaders. The illusion that by
entering into blocs their de-

THE GENERAL INTERESTS
VRES OF THE SOVIET S

«ZERI 1 POPULLIT>,

Recently Soviet propagan-
da is making a great noise
about the «original» concept
Gorbachov’s  perestroika is
bringing to the dictionary of
international politics — that of
the priority of the general
interests of mankind over
class interests. This is pas-
sed off as one of the more
significant examples of a

fence. can be strengthened
and their independence ensu-
red has cost them dear. For
the sake of the co-ordination
of policies and strategies,
many countries have accep-
ted major restrictions which
have greatly limited their
sovereignty on many capital
questions, have hindered their
independent activity in the
international arena, and ha-
ve put them in a position
that they cannot freely de-
cide their future themselves
Therefore, the break-up of
blocs is linked directly with
the present and the future
of the freedom and indepen-
dence of the member coun-
tries, . with the preservation
of their national sovereignty,
and their individuality in the
international life.»

Socialist Albania provides
a concrete example in this

new vision on international
life and new ways for the
solution of its problems.
Indeed,. this. concept .is con-
sidered one of the basic ele-
ments of the foreign policy
of the Soviet Union and a
radical reform of it. As to
what length this reforms will
go and how Jong it will
continue, and {fo what ex-
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direction. It has always been
and is for the break-up of
the aggressive military blocs
which pose a threat to the
interests of the peoples, has
opposed the presence of the
USA and the Soviet Union
in this or that European
country, their military bases,
etc. The Constitution of the
PSR of Albania explicitly
prohibits the establishment
and deployment of foreign
military bases and troops,
and our land will never be
transformed into a military
base against the other peo-
ples. With its correct and
principled foreign policy, so-
cialist Albania not only de-
fends its own independence,
but also makes a real con-

-{ribution to the establishment

and preservation of stability
and peace on our continent.

OF MANKIND AND THE MANOEU-
OCIAL-IMPERIALISTS

tent and depths it will be
carried out, this will be
shown only by time. One
thing, however, is certain:
this concept, too, is part of
the program of imperial am-
bitions worked out and im-
plemented by Khrushchevite
revisionism in the time when
it was in powrer.
Perestroika and the con-
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cepts and f{rends
it change nothing
neral strategy of
social-imperialists which re-
mains, as Comrade Enver
Hoxha has defined it, «the
strategy of a predatory im-
perialist state seeking to ex-
tend its hegemony and do-
mination on all continents
and countries.» The concept

resting. on
in the ge-
the Soviet

of the priority of the general

interests
class

of mankind
interests comes

over
in the

wake of the refined dema- .

gogy intended to dress wup

this strategy with attractive

colours for everybody.

With various sophisms the -

revisionist ideologists and po-

liticians try to argue that,
“confronted with the challen-

ges of the preserit’ time, a
nuclear holocaust
ecological catastrophe which
have put in jeopardy the ve-
ry existence of mankind, no
class or people can proceed
interests

only from its own

‘or ~ aims..Hence the rauch

that,
internatio-

sought-for - conclusion
in the field of
nal every class,
country or people must work
out a .strategy and tactic

relations,

proceeding also from the in-
terests of the conservation

of the human race. The ¢om-’

mon threat of annihilation
calls for joint effort's'of," all

classes to aVert_ it — this

is, as- the more ‘oﬁtspgken.
adeﬁts of this view. put :it,

the essence of the - new - stand

and the

and »
suffer from and of all the
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towards the - peculiarities of
the present time: -
Certainly =~ the' problems
emerging from the current
world developments are ma-
ny, and the questions they
pose are difficult and com-
plex. Poverty, hungry, and
backwardness of development
in many countries, pollution
of the environment and the
threat of a nuclear holoca-
ust on our planet are only
too real. But where do the
roots, the real causes of the-
se problems, lie?. Here, no
clear answer can be given
without a correct class stand.
As Lenin has it, «people ha-
ve always been and will al-
ways be the naive victims

- of deception and self-decep-

tion in politics as long as

they will not learn to see .

the interests of these or tho-
se classes through various
moral, religious, political
and social phrases, declara-

-~ -tiens and promises.» The ca-

"pitalist' system -and . the im-

perialist policy, especially the

aggressive course of the two
superpowers, are the source
and cause of all the evils
injustices the peoples

dangers that threaten the

}whole; of mankind today. It
. is a bitter irony that pre-

ciselythbse who have pushed

.the world to the brink of a

the
and

nuclear
American

conflagration, -
impérialists

‘the Soviet social-imperialists,

pose now as the champions
of its salvation.

But what is the road Gor-
bachov offers for the solu-
tion of these problems and

" the elimination of the threat

posed to mankind? He prea-
ches the absolute priority of

" the general interests of man-

kind, the subjection of the
class and national interests
to the general interests of
mankind, and the abandon-
ment of the former for the
sake of the latter. He makes
no distinction between the
class interests of the bour-
geoisie and imperialism and

"the class and national inte-

rests of the proletariat and
the peoples in relation to the

" general interests of mankind,

thereby distorting the truth
and sowing confusion.

Just as the American im-
perialists, the Soviet revisio-
nists try to pose as the cha-

mpions of the general in-
terests of mankind, while
- proclaiming the class inte-

rests of the proletariat and
the national interests of the
peoples as second-rate and
unimportant, indeed dangero-
us in the present conditions
of the threat of a nuclear
holocaust. This is reminis-
cent of Khrushchev’s notorious
thesis on renouncing any just
revolutionary and liberation
struggle under the pretext
that it may spark of a world
.conflagration.

" The Gorbachovites turn

-things upside down. The ge-
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neral interests of mankind,
the preservation .of mankind
from the threat  of nuclear
annihilation or -an ecologi-
cal disaster and its progres-
sive development are in irre-
concilable contradié¢tion with
the class interests of the mo-~
nopoly bourgeoisie and all the
reactionary forces of impe-
riali—sm, the two superpowers
in the first place, as the
main cause of world tension,
the armaments race and the
preparations for war in our
days. Whereas the class and
national interests of the pro-
letariat and the peoples co-
incide fully with the truly
progressive general interests
of mankind, as they are ai-
med at the overthrow of the
capitalist system and impe-
rialist rule, hence lead to the
elimination of the evils man-
kind suffers from and the
threats that hang over it.

Based on the idea of the
community of the general
interests of mankind, classes
and states, the view of the
priority of the general inte-
rests of mankind over class
interests presents the pre-
sent-day reality of class re-
lations on a national and in-
ternational scale in a distorted
light. It is another attempt
of the Soviet revisionism at

negating such acute problems -

of current social life as the
major contradictions of our
time, the class struggle and
the revolution. Here clear-
ly stands out the traditio-

nal opportunist line of class
harmony and conciliation bet-
ween the exploited and the
exploiters, between the op-
pressed peoples and their op-
pressors.

Certainly the impact of the
problem of war and peace
on current international 1li-
fe, and especially the dimen-
sion of the nuclear threat,
cannot be ignored. But to
consider the contradiction
between war and peace as
determinative of the whole
process of international life
means to distort the essen-
ce of present time, and igno-
re or deny the true motive
forces of the progressive de-
velopment of mankind. The sci-
entific analysis of current
world developments proves
that class relations both on
a national and international
scale are characterized by
clashes of profoundly opposi-
tional forces and fierce an-
tagonistic contradictions. The
collision of their interests
not only goes on, but it is
deepening and becoming ever
fiercer. This gives rise to a
stern class struggle which
leads inevitably to the revo-
lution and the triumph of the
cause of the proletariat
world-wide.

The revisionist view of the
priority of the general in-
terests of mankind, by prea-
ching the community of in-
terests of the proletariat with
the bourgeoisie, of socialism

5 (102), 1988 e 63

and capitalism, and of the
peoples with their oppressors
in regard to the problem of
war and peace, creates dan-
gerous illusions amongst pe-
ople, arouses confusion and
ideological disorientation
amongst them, covering up
the true nature of im-

perialism as the source of
wars and aggressions and es-

tranging the proletariat and
peoples from their ideals and
struggle for social emancipation
and national independence,
for genuine progress and the
defence of peace.

The deafening noise of the
Gorbachovite revisionist pro-
paganda about the joint ef-
forts that should be made for
achieving the general inte-
rests of mankind and safe-
guarding its existence are
not accidental. They are in
tended to give the Gorbachov
course a «democratic> and
«humane» colour and cover
up its true counter-revolu-
tionary essence. The aim of
all this noise is to sabota-
ge the revolutionary and li-
beration struggle so as to
pave the way for the expan-
sionist policy of Soviet so-
cial-imperialism, as well as
to pay a tribute to the poli-
cy of agreements and com-
promise with the USA and
imperialism, in general, as
an attestation of «good be-

haviour» and «loyalty» of So-
viet imperialism towards its

counter-partner. Lastly, this
noise is intended to spread
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among the peoples a psycho-

sis of passiveness, fatalism
and submission to imperia-
lism, to make them entrust

their fate and that of the
whole world to the two su-
perpowers and the agreements
concluded between them.

ALBANIA TODAY

The only road to avert
the dangers that threaten
mankind today is that indi-
cated by the objective laws
of the development of so-
cial life and explained by
the Marxist-Leninist theory,
the road of the all-round

actions of all the peoples and
progressive forces to expose
and resolutely oppose the
oppressive, expansionist, ag-
gressive and belligerent stra-
tegy of imperialism, that of
the two superpowers, in par-
ticular.



The National Folklore
festivity of our folk art.

Festival 1988 — a great
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