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PART ONE

HOW THE AUGUST REVOLUTION
WAS PREPARED

I. WORLD WAR TWO AND THE PARTY NEW POLICY

On September 1, 1939, the German fascists attack-
ed Poland, starting the Second World War and
throwing mankind into an unprecedented slaughter.
On September 3, France and Great Britain declared
war on fascist Germany.

Right after the war broke out, the French impe-
rialists mercilessly suppressed the French Commu-
nist Party and the democratic and progressive
movements in France and the colonies as well.

On September 25, 1939, the Daladier reactionary
government ordered the dissolution of the French
Communist Party and ‘the arrest of its members.
Immediately, the French colonialists in Indochina
issued a series of decrees dissolving democratic
organizations and closing down progressive papers.
In fact, on the eve of the war they had begun
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repression against the Indochinese Communist Party
and mass organizations .

In Indochina, on the political plane, the French
imperialists decreed general mobilization, and carried
out a fascist policy of terror and repression, hoping
to annihilate our Party, the leader of the Indochinese
revolution. In his speech delivered before the Indo-
chinese Government Council on January 4, 1940, the
Governor-General Catroux disclosed this perfidious
policy. He said, “We have launched a total and
swift attack against the communist organizations;
in this struggle, it is necessary to annihilate the
communists so that Indochina may live in peace and
remain loyal to France. We have no right not to win.
The state of war forces us to act without mercy.” 2

1. As carly as August 1939, the Hanoi dailies : Doi Nay (Our Time),
Ngay Moi (New Days), Nguoi Moi (New Men), Notre Voix (Our
Voices) were searched, and many journalists arrested.

In September, fourteen Saigon papers, among them Le Peuple
(The People), Dan Chung (The Population), Lao Dong (Labour),
Cong Lwuan (Public Opinion) controlled by our Party were closed
down. In Bac Bo, 1,051 searches and many arrests were made.

=

On September 28, 1939, Catroux, Governor-General of Indochina,
ordered the dissolution of friendship societies and trade-unions,
and the confiscation of their documents and properties. On
November 17, 1939, he again ordered the proper{y of the Indochinese
Communist Party to be confiscated and put on sale. On October
5, 193¢ Bao Dai issued an edict prohibiting assembly and communist
propaganda.

2. Twenty years later, in his book Deux Actes du Drame Indochi-
nois (Two Acts of the Indochina Tragedy) Catroux reaffirmed his
policy, “Regarding the internal affairs, France would not have met
with any opposition and any resistance to her presence and tute-
lage if there had not existed in clandestinity and illegality an
active and organized communist party with some 30,000 members,
all of them being very resolute and dangerous men who knew to
carry out underground activities and strongly believed in their
doctrine ’*

The French imperialists frantically attacked our
Party everywhere : in town and country, particularly
in cities and industrial centres such as Hanoi, Saigon,
Hue, Vinh, Nam Dinh, Hai Phong, Hong Gai...

They reinforced their repressive machinery, set
up more intelligence services and police stations,
created village police and wurban civic guards.'
Besides the existing prisons, they erected many
concentration camps dubbed “camps of special
labourers” to detain communists and patriots. 2

Or ihe military plane, they intensified pressgang-
ing, built more roads, airfields, fortresses, set up
munition factories, airplane repair-workshops, ete..
to strengthen the defence of Indochina.

Or. the economic plane, they increased poll-taxes
and other taxes, made requisitions, issued war bonds,
started fund-raising drives; carried out a policy
of war-time “guided economy”, strictly controlled
imports and exports, production and distribution,
fixed prices arbitrarily, with a view to using Indo-
china’s manpower and wealth for the fascistls’
aggressive war. ?

1. In September 1939, 14 more police-stations were set up in Hanoi
alone. The provinces of Thai Binh, Nam Dinh, Ninh Binh and Ha
Nam formerly under the control of the Nam Dinh intelligence ser-
vice now had each its own intelligence service.

2. The French set up camps Ba Vah and Nghia Lo in Bac Bo;
camps 1.0 Bao and Tra Khe in Trung Bo: camps Ta Lai and
Ba Ra in Nam Bo, ete. Besides, Indochinese revolutionaries were
deporled 1o Son La, Poule Condor, Ban Me Thuot, Madagascar
and Guiana

3 Heslkde orpganizing fund-raising drives and fairs, the Freanch
compelled  The funciionaries to contribute part of their monthly
salary (o o so-called “France-Viet Nam Fraternity Fund''. From



All social classes in Viet Nam were badly affected
by this policy.

The working class was ruthlessly oppressed and
exploited, and put under tight control. All the social
laws promulgated after the coming into power of
the Popular Front in France were abrogated. Enfor-
¢ing a decree issued by the Governor-General of
Indochina on April 10, 1939 the workers’ working
hours were increased from 60 to 72 a week. Their
salaries were reduced. A number of workers were
dismissed, swelling the ranks of the unemployed, or
were pressganged into the imperialist army.

The peasantry, in addition to high land rents
and interest rates exacted by the feudal landlords,
had to bear many other burdens imposed by the fas-
cist imperialists: the exorbitant poll-taxes and
other taxes, seizure of land, pressganging, corvées,
requisition of paddy, boats, carts and horses, forced
cultivation of jute and castor-oil plants in place of
rice and maize, etc., in order to supply the imperial-
ist war: Under the double yoke of the imperialists
and feudalists, the life of the already destitute
peasants was further worsening.

September 1939 to April 194¢, 35,000 and 100,000 Indochinese piastres
were collected respectively in Trung Bo and Bac Bo.

The budget of Indochina was rocketing as a result of the increase
of existing taxes and the imposition of new taxes. Its annual
increases were as follows:

1938 80 million piaslres
1939 i02 —
1940 134 -

Within the first 8 months of 1940, the French imperialists drained
mmdochina of 37,955 tons of raw materials (against 15,093 tons in the
same period of the previous year). 80,000 Indochinese youths were
sent to France to be used as cannon-fodder.
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The petly bourgeoisie which was harshly exploited
had a most precarious life. On account of increased
licence taxes, slack business, exorbitant rise of costs
of living, the majority of small traders and small
owners went bankrupt. The functionaries, whose
salaries were reduced, had 1o do extra hours of work,
even on Sundays, to replace their mobilized collea-
gues. A great number of intellectual workets
(writers, artists, journalists, ect.) who could not find
a job, were living from hand to mouth. Schools were
few, and school and college students were under the
constant threat of mobilization which would take
them to the front to die for the imperialists.

The national bourgeoisie — except some who took
advantage of the war to get richer by speculating,
hoarding and working on contract with the army,
etc. — was ruined by heavy “national defence”
taxes, requisition of means of transport, and the
populaticn’s reduced purchasing power. A number
of national bourgeois went bankrupt.

Among the landlord class, except some big and
politically influential landlords who got rich in the
war by exacting a usurious rate of interests, speculat-
ing, or seizing land from peasants and small landown-
ers, the small and middle landowners were hard
hit by the imperialist policy: tax increase, requisi-
tion of paddy. compulsory sale of cereals at cheap
prices. A number of small landowners were ruinea.

The fascist policy of the French imperialists
aroused the wrath of the Vietnamese people. Struggles
breke oul in many places. In big cities such as Hanoi,
Hai Phong and Saigon, workers staged strikes to
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demand maintenance of the living standard, and to
protest Governor-General Catroux’s policy to deny
them the rights they had won in the days of the
Democratic Front. Boycott against fairs organized for
the benefit of the “Franco-Vietnamese Fraternity
Association”, and opposition to the imperialist war
were carried out under various forms: distribution
of leaflets, meetings and demonstrations. In the
whole country, particularly in Nam Bo, the peasants’
struggle against high taxes, corvees, pressganging
and war, ete. was in full swing. Even the soldiers
joined in the anti-imperialist movement. !

The Second World War and the French imperialists’
policy of terror had put an end to the large-scale
democratic movement launched and led by our
Party from 1936 to 1939. The vital question of
national survival required prompt action by our
people. To develop and bring victory to the Viet-
namese revolution, it was necessary to bring out the
watchword “Struggle against the imperialist war and
for national liberation.”

On the eve of the Second World War, our Party
had ordered Party committees at all levels and
cadres and members then engaging in legal or semi-
legal activities to quickly go underground and keep

|. There was a demonstration staged by 4,000 soldiers in Haiphong

a hunger sirike by thousands of soldiers in Saigon, Quang Tri,
vinh Yen to demand improvement of living conditions ; a struggle
by 5000 soldiers in Da Nang and a demonstration of thousands of
soldiers In My Tho, In Tay Ninh, 60 soldiers took io the jungle
with their weapons lo prepare resistance against the French. In
Thu Dau Mot, 100 Vietnamese soldiers protested against the impe-

rialist war.
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contact with the masses to maintain the revolu-
tionary bases and forces in the towns, and at the
same time shift their main activities to the rural areas,
and turn the latter into a vast base of the revolution.

Right after the Munich Conference (September
1938) ! the Party Committee of Bac Ky decided to
send back a number of Party members to under-
ground work and endeavour to set up bases in the
countryside, in anticipation of enemy repression,
chiefly in the towns. When the war broke out, the
Party Committee of Trung Ky in time sent back its
cadres and members to underground work, or assigned
them work in other places.? In some localities, in
Quang Tri for example, the Provincial Party Com-
mittee decided to send some of its cadres and mem-
bers to regions other than their native places and
transfer its leading organs to the mountainous
region.

On September 29, 1939, the Party Central Com-
mittee sent Party committees at all levels a commu-
niqué, sketching the shift in orientation : “The situa-
tion in Indochina will lead to the problem of national
liberaticn”, and consequently the forms of organi-
zation and struggle must be changed to adapt to the
new situation and tasks.

1. Held on Seplember 29 and 36, 1938 wilh the official participation
of 4 counlries: Germany, France, Great Britain and Italy. With
thie Uniled Stales approval, Great Britain and France renounced
their engagements with Czechoslovakia and the USSR, letting
Hitler annex Sudelen. This policy of capitulalion encouraged the
Hitlerite fascists 1o launch the Second World War.

2. When traced by the enemy, revolutionary cadres had io move
to other regions to carry on their work.
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Two meoenths after the outbreak of the Second
World War, the Sixth Plenum of the Party Central
Committee, held at Ba Diem (Gia Dinh province,

Nam Bo) under the chairmanship of Comrade Nguyen
Van Cu, the Party Secretary General, and with the
participation of Comrades Le Duan, Phan Dang Luu,
Vo Van Tan, etc. made an analysis of the situation
and concluded that the two fundamental tasks of
the Vietnamese bourgeois democratic revolution
against the imperialists and feudalists defined as
early as 1930 in the Party’s Political Theses were
judicious. But following the outbreak of the world
war, when the ruling clique in Indochina applied an
extremely barbarous fascist policy, when ‘the
Japanese fascists were waiting for an opportunity to
invade Indechina, and the life of the entire Viet-
namese nation was trampled upon, “for the Indochi-
nese peoples to survive there is no other road but
the overthrow of the French imperialists and resist-
ance against all aggressors — white or yellow —
{for naticnal liberation.” ! The Plenum decided that
national liberation was the foremost task: “All the
questions of the revolution, including the agrarian
question, must be settled with this end in view,”?
and prescribed “the creation of conditicns for
violent action and national liberation revolution.”’

To concentrale forces on the task of struggling
against the imperialist war and for national inde-

1, 2, 3. Party Documents (1939-1945), in Vietnamese, Su That
Publishing House, Hanoi, 1963, pp. 57, 60, 73.
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pendence, the Plenum decided that the slogan of
agrarian revolution be temporarily withdrawn and
the slogan of confiscating land owned by the French
imperialists and landlords, traitors to the mnation
set forth instead. It decided to set up the Indochinese
Anti-Imperialist National United Front in replacement
of the Indochinese Democratic Front to rally all
social strata and classes, all the pecples of Indo-
china, on the basis of the alliance of workers and
peasants — the “two main forces of the revolution,” '
to direct the spearhead of the revolution against the
main enemy of the nation — imperialism and its
agents. The slogan of setting up worker-peasant
soviets put forward in 1930 was replaced by that
of founding a “Federal Government of the Indochi-
nese Democratic Republics.” 2

Concerning the Party, the Plenum adopted con-
crete measures aimed at consolidating it in all aspects.
It made an appeal to the whole Party. “The situa-
tion is extremely grave, the task assigned us by
history is very heavy...

Comrades! Let us close our ranks! Let all of us
unite into a monolithic bloc!”?

Realizing that the contradiction between the Indo-
chinese peoples and the imperialist aggressors was
the main one, determined to raise high the banner
of national liberation, closely combining the interests
of the Vietnamese revolution with those of world

1, 2, 3. Party Documents, op. cit,, pp. 60, 61, 87.
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revolution, the Sixth Plenum of the Party Central
Commiftee marked a correct change in strategic
direction and inaugurated a new period of struggle
of the Vietnamese revolution.

The resolution of the Sixth Plenum was commu-
nicated to Party committees at all levels, and thus,
in spite of harsh enemy repression, the revolutionary
movement in many places was maintained and
developed. Anti-imperialist organizations were
founded in many provinces, chiefly in Nam Bo. The
Nam Bo Party Committee set up propaganda bri-
gades which carried out their word among the crowds,
held meetings of protest against pressganging in My
Tho, Cholon, Vinh Long, etc. The Anti-Imperialist
National United Front formed a unified system from
village to province and was about to be unified
throughout Nam Bo. Self-defence units were set up
in 17 provinces of Nam Bo. Agitation work among
the peasants was greatly intensified, and that among
the soldiers got satisfactory results.! Despite harsh
repression by the imperialists, the number of Party
members increased by 60 per cent from June to
October 1940.

The extension and intensification of the war
among the imperialist powers made the Vietnamese
people see clearly the decline of French imperialism.
On May 10, 1940, the Hitlerite fascists attacked
France. About a month later, the French reactionary

1. In important enemy garrisons in O Ma, Tuy Ha, O Cap, My
Tho, Tay Ninh, etc. revolutionary bases were founded among the
soldiers.
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bourgeocisie declared Paris to be an “open city”, and
capitulated to the German fascists. Two million
French soldiers were disarmed and one hundred and
fifty of their generals captured. A puppet govern-
ment headed by a traitor, Marshal Petain, was set
up in Vichy. France went through a hard time under
the ircn heel of the German fascists and their lac-
keys. The French empire was shaken to its fcunda-
ticn. Indochinese economy was in a chaotic state.
French capitulation made “the whole world see
clearly the rottenness, degeneration, cowardice of the
French reactionary bourgeoisie and its abominable
betrayal” of the French people. !

Availing themselves of French defeat, the Japanese
fascist imperialists, one of the promoters of the
Second World War for the purpose of conquering
colenies and redistributing world markets, laid hands
on Indochina, a prey they had long coveted.

On September 22, 1940, the Japanese Cfascists
attacked Lang Son and landed 6,000 troops at Do
Son (near Haiphong). After some minor engagements
with the Japanese near the Viet Nam-China border,
Governor-General Decoux, following the example
of his wclique in France, ignominicusly surrendered
Indochina to the Japanese.

Since then onward, the Vietnamese people were
under the double yoke of the French and the Japan-
ese. In this situation, they could not but struggle to
survive. Unable to resist the Japanese in Lang Son,

1. Leller sent by the French Communist Party Central Committee
to the peoples of Viet Nam, Laos and Cambodia on January 28, 1941.
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the French troops withdrew to Thai Nguyen through
the Bac Son road. The colonial administration in the
regions crossed by the retreating troops was strongly
shaken. Seizing this opportunity, on September 27,
1940, the people of Bac Son, under the leadership of
the local Party committee, rose up and disarmed the
withdrawing French treoops to equip themselves in
order to fight against the French and drive out the
Japanese.

Both the Japanese and the French were frightened
by this insurrection. The reactionary French colo-
nialists compromised with the Japanese so as to get
a free hand in repressing the Vietnamese revclution.
Thinking that the time had not come to overthrow
the French, the Japanese promptly came to agree-
ment with the French in order to use the latter for
the repression against the insurgents.

The Bac Son insurrection failed because conditions
for victory were unripe. Still, it laid bare the dark
designs of the Japanese and French fascists, and gave
birth to the first people’s armed forces organized and
led by our Party, which were to grow into the Viet
Nam National Salvation Army ! and were to cons-
titute a core for the founding of the Vo Nhai-Bac
Son revolutionary base.

The Bac Son insurrection had great repercussions
in the whole country. It awakened the masses and
inaugurated a new period of the Vietnamese revo-

1. The Viet Nam National Salvation Army comprised three pla-
toons : the first was founded on February 14, 1941 ; the second on
September 15, 1941 ; and the third on February 25, 1944.
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lution, the period of combination of political struggle
with armed struggle and of armed insurrection to
seize power.

While launching attacks on North Viet Nam, the
Japanese fascists instigated and helped Thai troops
altack Cambodia. The French coloniglists forcibly
sent the Vietnamese people (chiefly the people of
Nam Bo) and the Cambodian people to the front to
be used as cannon-fodder. Refusing to resign them-
selves to servitude and to die in place of the French
colonialists, the Nam Bo people and Vietnamese sol-
diers who were about to be sent to the front resisted
tiercely. From March to July 1940, the Party in Nam
Bo held several sessions to discuss preparations for
an insurrection with the aim of transforming the
France~-Thai war into a revolutionary civil war.
Ccmrades Nguyen Van Cu, Le Hong Phong, Le Duan
and a number of other members of the Party Cen-
tral Committee having been arrested, Comrade Phan
Dang Luu was sent by the Nam Bo Party Committee
to Bac Bo to participate in the Seventh Plenum of
the Central Committee to discuss the tasks of the
Indochinese revolution and get instructions on the
launching of an insurrection in Nam Bo.

In November 1940, the Seventh Plenum of the
Party Central Committee was held in Dinh Bang
village (Tu Son district, Bac Ninh province) with the
participation of Comrades Truong Chinh, Phan Dang
Luu, Hoang Van Thu, Hoang Qucc Viet, Tran Dang
Ninh. It peointed out that Japanese aggression and
French capitulatien had put the Indochinese peoples
under a “double yoke”. It confirmed that the shift
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in strategic direction, the task of national liberation
and the temporary shelving of the slogan of agrarian
reveolution, which had been decided at the Sixth
Plenum, were judicious. In the new situation engend-
ered by the Japanese invasion of Indochina, and the
Bac Son insurrection, the Plenum came to the con-
clusion that the Japanese and French fascists were
then the two enemies of the Vietnamese revolution ;
it decided to give the Indochinese Anti-Imperialist
United Front a new name, the National United Front
against the French and Japanese Fascists in Indachina.

The important achievement of the Seventh Plenum
of the Party Central Committee was the decision to
intrcduce armed insurrection into the agenda of the
Indochinese revolution. The Bac Son insurrection had
made cur Party realize that under the double yoke
of French and Japanese oppression and exploitation,
“a revoluticnary upsurge will certainly take place.
The Party must get ready to assume the sacred mis-
sion c¢f leading the oppressed Indochinese peoples in
their armed insurrection to reconquer freedom and
independence.” !

Our country was “not yet in a directly revolution-
ary situation,”? but in the existing ‘conjuncture at
home and in the world, revolution in our country
could break out in the form of local insurrections in
places where conditions permitted (in Bac Son for
example), to progress toward a general insurrection
to seize power in the whole country. The Plenum

1, 2. Party Documents, op. cit.. p. 142.
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decided to set up a Provisional Central Commitiee
and re-establish contact with the Comintern and the
Party section abroad.

The Plenum also discussed and decided on two
burning questions :

1. Development of the effect of the Bac Son
insurrection ;

2. Proposal for insurrection by the Nam Bo Party
Committee.

Concerning the first question, after hearing Com-
rade Trang Dang Ninh’s report, the Plenum decided
to maintain the armed forces of the Bac Son insur-
rection, set up guerilla units which would take up
the form of armed action, and if need be, combat
enemy terror to protect the life and property of the
people, develop revolutionary bases, with a view to
setting up a guerilla base area with the Bac Son-
Vo Nhai region as the centre, under the direct leader-
ship of the Parly Central Committee. Comrade Hoang
Van Thu was entrusted with executing this resolution.

Concerning the second question, after hearing the
report on the situation in Nam Bo by Comrade Phan
Dang Luu, a Party Central Committee member, the
Plenum instructed the Nam Bo Party Committee to
put cff preparations for an insurrection, because the
Bac Scn insurrecticn had just failed, and subjective
and objective conditions in Nam Bo would not ensure
success. The insurrection in Nam Bo could be
launched only in co-ordination with another insur-
rection in Bac Bo and Trung Bo according to a
general plan of the Central Committee. Comrade

21



Phan Dang Luu was entrusted with transmitting this
decision of the Central Committee to the Nam Bo
Party Committee.

But on his return to Saigon, the order for insur-
rection had already been given, and its postponement
was impcssible. On November 23, 1940, the insur-
rection broke out as planned by the regional Party
committee.

The whole Nam Bo countryside was strongly
shaken by the uprising of the revolutionary masses.
In a number of districts and villages enemy adminis-
tration was disintegrating; with the setting up of
revolutionary power, democratic rights were applied,
security and order maintained and counter-revolu-
tionaries punished, etc.

During a month, the insurgent masses fought
valiantly but the colonialist repression was savage.
The French used 20 aircraft to bomb the insurgent
regions. Numerous villages were burnt down, and
tens of thousands of people killed. In Ba Diem, police
commissioner Petail indiscriminately killed anybody
he came across. Mass arrestations were carried out
and the victims, strung together with an iron wire
piercing through their palms or calves, were thrown
into the sea.

The Nam Ky insurrection failed because condi-
tions for the success of the Vietnamese revolution
were unripe. The people of Bac Bo and Trung Bo
were not yet in a condition to rise up for combined
action with the people of the South.

The French imperialists’ bloody repression against
the inhabitants of Nam Bo had not ended when on
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January 13, 1941, the soldiers under the command
of Sergent Cung mutinied and occupied Cho Rang
and Do Luong posts, then marched to the provincial
capital cf Vinh. This uprising was not led by our
Party and broad popular masses did not participate
in it. But after it broke out, the Party called on the
masses to support it. It was soon suppressed by the
imperialists.

Although the Bac Son and Nam Ky insurrections
and the Do Luong mutiny were unsuccessful, they
were “first shots heralding the general insurrection
and the beginning of an armed struggle of the Indo-
chinese people”.!

II. RETURN OF PRESIDENT HO CHI MINH. OVERALL
DEVELOPMENT OF THE PARTY NEW POLICY

In face of great changes in the internal and exter-
nal situation, on February 8, 1941, Comrade Ho Chi
Minh, the leader of the Party and nation, returned
home to assurne direct leadership of the Vietnamese
revolution. He opened courses for training cadres,
founded, on a trial basis, local organizations of a
Viet Minh Front to rally all strata of the patriotic
people to the struggle against imperialism, for nation-
al liberation. He published the paper Viet Nam Doc
Lap (Independent Viet Nam), propaganda organ of
the Front for which he wrote articles, some in verse
which could be easily understood. He settled in Pac

i. Party Dccuments, op. cif., p. 189.
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Bo (Ha Quang district, Cao Bang province). His pilot
scheme yielded good results. Soon after, various
national minorities in Cao Bang participated with
enthusiasm in national salvation organizations. On
this basis, Comrade Ho Chi Minh organized paramili-
tary forces, opened military training courses and built
Cao Bang into a revolutionary base. He said, “The
Cao Bang base will open up bright prospects for our
revolution. Cao Bang has long since had a strong
revolutionary movement, it is situated close to the
border and thus has conditions favourable to our
future international relations. But we must expand
the movement to Thai Nguyen and further south, to
join forces with the rest of the country. Only in this
way can we start armed struggle and take the offen-
sive when conditions are favourable, and hold out in
adverse circumstances.” !

In his capacity as a representative of the Comin-
tern, he convened the Eighth Plenum of the Party
Central Committee in Pac Bo from May 10 to 19,
1941. It was presided over by him and attended by
Comrades Hoang Van Thu, Phung Chi Kien, Truong
Chinh, Hoang Quoc Viet, Hoang Van Hoan, Vu
Anh, etc.

The Plenum analysed the cause and prospects of
the Second World War, correctly assessed that the
German fascists would attack the Soviet Union, that
war would break out in the Pacific; that the war
waged by the fascist imperialists would be a horrible

1. Quoted by Vo Nguyen Giap in his book “Tu Nhan Dan Ma Ra'
(Sprung from the People), Quan Dc¢i Nhan Dan Publishing House,
p. 33

slaughter but it would weaken the imperialists and
give a strong impetus to the world revolutionary
movement ; the anti-fascist allied camp with the
Soviet Union as its backbone would certainly win
victery, the fascist camp was doomed to failure. “If
the First World War has brought into being a social-
ist state, the Soviet Union, this imperialist war will
lead to the appearance of many cther socialist coun-
tries ; and the revolution will triumph in many coun-
tries.” ! It held that the Indochinese revolution was
an integral part of the world revolution and of the
anti-fascist democratic movement. The destiny of the
Indochinese peoples was bound to that of the Soviet
Union and of the Chinese revolution.

Concerning the tasks of the Vietnamese revolution,
after analysing the social contradictions in Viet Nam
and finding that the contradiction between the Viet-
namese nation and the French and Japanese fascist
imperialists was the main contradiction which
requires an imperious solution, the Plenum approved
the resclutions of the Sixth and Seventh Plenums
on a shift in strategic direction and on an emphasis
upon the task of national liberation. It advanced
many concrete programs and policies with a view to
raising still higher the banner of national liberation,
mehilizing all strata of the people in the revolutionary
struggle for independence and freedom. It stressed:
“For the time being, section and class interests should
be subordinated to the vital interests of the nation:
should we fail in this moment to liberate the country,

1. Party Documents, op. cit.,, p. 180.
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to recover independence and freedom for the whole
nation, not only would the country and the people
remain enslaved for ever, but also the section and
class interests could never be restored.”!

To rally broad sections of the people and win over
all revolutionary forces to the struggle against the
main enemies of the nation —the French and
Japanese fascists and their agents —the Plenum
decided, on Comarade Ho Chi Minh’s proposal, to
change the name of National United Front against
the French and Japanese Fascists into Viet Nam
Independence League (Viet Nam Doc Lap Dong Minh)
or Viet Minh for short. All patriotic mass organiza-
tions against imperialism were given the name of
“Association for National Salvation” (such as Work-
ers’ Association for National Salvation, Peasants’
Association for National Salvation, Youth Association
for National Salvation, Women’s Association for
National Salvation, Old Folk’s Association for
National Salvation, Children’s Association for Na-
ticnal Salvation, Armymen’s Association for National
Salvation, etc.) On May 19, 1945, the Viet Minh
Front officially made its appearance, and, holding
high the yellow-starred red flag, it called on the
whole people to attack the French, oust the Japan-
ese, and save the nation. Henceforth, our people’s
struggle against the French and Japanese fascists
was given the name of Viet Minh movement, a name
which symbolized the patriotism and indomitability
of our people, roused the national spirit of the popu-

1. Party Documents, op. cit.,, p. 194.
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lar masses, and concretized our policy of great
national union, a name which struck terror into
the enemy’s ranks.

To bring about further differentiation in the land-
lord class, the Plenum reaffirmed the necessity of
shelving temporarity the slogan of agrarian revolu-
tion, and of confiscating land from the imperialists
and the traitors, and set forth new slogans such as:
“reduce land rents and debt interests, redistribute
communal lands, progress toward giving land to the
tillers.”

Concerning the method of revolutionary action to
reconquer national independence and sovereignty
drafted by the Seventh Plenum of the Party Central
Committee (in November 1940), the Eighth Plenum,
after making a complete and searching examination
of it, concluded that to ensure victory for the revo-
lution we had to launch an “armed insurrection.”!
Thus “preparations for the insurrection was the
central task of our Party and people in this period.” 2
To win victory, the insurrection must have the fol-
lowing subjective and objective conditions and seize
the opportune moment to start action:

1) The Front for National Salvation is already
unified all over the country;

2) The people can no longer bear the French-
Japanese yoke, and are ready to make any sacrifice
and rise up to seize power;

3) The ruling circles in Indochina are driven to an
economic, political and military crisis at its climax;
and,

1, 2. Party Documents. op. cit., pp. 211 and 393.
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4) Realization of objective conditions favourable
to the Indochinese peoples’ uprising: the Chinese
army’s victory over the Japanese army, outbreak of
revolution in France or Japan, total victory of the
demccratic camp in the Pacific, victory of the Soviet
Union over the fascist aggressors, revolutionary
upsurge in the French and Japanese colonies...

However, considering the realities of our country,
drawing experience from the Nghe-Tinh Soviets and
the Bac Son and Nam Bo insurrections, the Plenum
held that at the opportune moment, “with the
available forces, we can successfully launch partial
insurrections in every region to advance toward a
general insurrection.” !

This method of moving from partial insurrections
to seize power in localities to a general insurrection
to seize power in the whole country which had been
prescribed by the Seventh Plenum of the Party
Central Committee, was now developed and con-
cretized. This shows our Party’s creativeness in
applying the Marxist-Leninist theory of armed
insurrection to the specific conditions of our country.

Concerning the mnational problem, the Party had
previously placed it within the framework of Indo-
china as a whole. Now the Eighth Plenum decided
to settle 'this question within the framework of each
of the three countries of Viet Nam, Laos and Cam-
bolia, and made it clear that to win victory their
national liberation revolutions must maintain close
co-cperation, support one another and stimulate one

1. Party Documents, op. cit.,, p. 213. Italics ours (Commission for
Research about the Party's History).
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another. Thus, they could on the one hand foil the
enemy's scheme of division, and on the other, create
favourable conditicns for the Cambodian and Lao
peoples to develop the spirit of independence, sove-
reignty, and contribute to the struggle against the
French and Japanese fascists, the common enemies,
for independence and democracy.

The Plenum paid particular attention to the build-
ing of the Party, the leading force of the revolution,
the core of the bloc of national union, the main
factor ensuring victory for the national liberation
revolution. It found that the Party lacked cadres, had
few proletarian elements, that the revolutionary
movement had an unequal development; and that
the peasant and rural movement was stronger than
the worker and urban movement... And the Plenum
decided to urgently train cadres and increase the
number of proletarian elements in the Party; to
“consider agitation work among the workers a fore-

1

most task in mass organization”.

Although the Party had shifted its main activities
to the rursl areas on which it relied to build revolu-
tionary bases (the first were those of Cao Bang and
Bac Son-Vo Nhai), and wconsequently had to pay
attention to developing the rural movement both in
the highlands and the delta, it had to continue
developing the reveclutionary movement in the cities,
industrial regions, factories, mining areas and plan-
tations. “We must see to it that in the Indochinese

1. Party Documents, op. cit, p. 21&.
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revolution, the workers’ movement in the cities will
develop vigorcusly and become the vanguard of cther
movements.” !

The Plenum elected a new Central Committee and
appointed Coemrade Truong Chinh Secretary General
of the Party, and at the same time elected a Stand-
ing Bureau with Comrades Truong Chinh, Hoang Van
Thu and Hoang Quoc Viet as its members.

The Eighth Plenum of the Central Committee was
of great historical significance and was a decisive
factor for the subsequent victory of the August Revo-
lution. Its resolution brought to completion the new
orientaticn in strategic direction and the new policy
set forth by the Sixth and Seventh Plenums of the
Party Central Committee. The national liberation
banner was held higher than ever before by our
Party. The Viet Minh Front came into being.
Preparations for an armed struggle became the cen-
tral task; the building of armed forces and revolu-
tionary bases was given a strong impetus.

After the Plenum, on June 6, 1941, Comrade
Nguyen Ai Quoc (Comrade He Chi Minh) issued an
appeal calling on the whole people to unite, put
national interests above everything, concentrate our
forces on the fight to oust the French and the Japan-
ese, to reconquer independence and freedom. “Dear
compatriots ! Rise up! Let us follow the glorious
example of the Chinese people! Rise up immedia-
tely ! Let us organize the ‘League for National Sal-
vaticn against the French and the Japanese’!

1. Party Doucuments, op. cit., p. 217.
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“Dear compatriots! Some hundred years ago,
when our ‘country was endangered by Mongol
invasion, cur elders under the Tran dynasty called
on their sons and daughters throughout the country
to rise up as one man to kill the enemy. Finally, the
danger was warded off and our combatants’ glory is
carried into posterity for ever.

“The elders and patriotic personalities of our coun-
try should follow the example set by our forefathers
in the gloricus task of national salvation !

“Rich people, military men, workers, peasants,
traders, functicnaries, youth and women who are
animated with great patriotism !

“At present, national liberation is our supreme
duty ! We must unite to overthrow the French and
Japanese imperialists and their agents, and save our
nation from an unbearable situation!”!

This appeal had great effect on the national cons-
cicusness and patriotism of all social strata.

As foreseen by the Plenum, one month after its
session, a great event took place in the Second World
War. On June 22, 1941, breaking off his engagements,
Hitler ordered his troops to attack the USSR, forcing
the latter to wage a patriotic war. A test of strength
opposed the socialist regime which was only twenty
years old to the fascist regime, a product cf senile
and dying capitalism. The Soviet Union, Britain,
the United States? and the world democratic

1. Ho Chi Minh Writings, in Vietnamese, Su That Publishing
House, Hanoi, 1970, p. 44.

2. Agreements on common defence against German fascism were
signed between Britain and the USSR in July 1541, and between the
USSR and the United States in June 1942
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forces formed an alliance against the German,
Htalian and Japanese fascists. This brought change in
the character of the world war: the war which at
first opposed two imperialist powers became a war
between the democratic camp and the fascist camp.
The national liberation movement of Viet Nam,
formerly an integral part of the world revolution
against the imperialist war, now became an integral
part of the world democratic movement against
fascist aggression.

The Second World War was rapidly growing in
scope and intensity. In Europe, using most modern
means and barbarous methods, Hitler’s troops pene-
trated deeper and deeper into the Soviet Union,
occupied a major part of the Ukraine, Byelorussia,
Mecldavia, Donbass, invested Leningrad and threaten-
ed even Moscow. The balance of forces at that time
between the USSR and Germany compelled Soviet
troops to fall on the defensive.

In Asia. as Comrade Ho Chi Minh and the Party
Central Committee had foreseen, the Pacific war
broke out. On December 8, 1941, in their new offen-
sive, the Japanese fascists launched a sudden attack
on Pearl Harbour, and declared war against the
United States and Britain, thus starting a war
in the Pacific. They successively cccupied American,
British and Dutch colonies in the Pacific, the Far-
East and Southeast Asia. As for French Indochina,
it had already been occupied by them in Autumn
1940.

After capitulating to the Japanese, the French
colonialists intensified repression against the Viet-
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namese people and at the same time tried to appease
and deceive them with demagogic measures. They
set forth such slogans as “Labour-Family-Father-
land”, “Franco-Vietnamese Renaissance”, “National
Revolution”, and “Being strong to serve” to seduce
the ycouth, ete.

In such circumstances, the only judicious policy
of the Party was to expose all schemes and manoeu-
vres of the French and Japanese fascists, and carry
the revolution forward.

The revolutionary base of Cac Bang was put under
the leadership of President Ho Chi Minh and Com-
rades Pham Van Dong, Vo Nguyen Giap, Hoang Van
IToan, Vu Amnh, etc.,, and the Bac Son-Vo Nhai
base under that of the Standing Bureau of the
Central Committee. Carrying out a decisicn by the
Standing Bureau, a command of the “National
Salvation Army” and of the Bac Son-Vo Nhai base
was set up, comprising Comrades Phung Chi Kien,
Luong Van Chi and Chu Van Tan, with Comrade
Phung Chi Kien at its head.

Informed by an A.B.! agent, the French colonial-
ists launched a large-scale operation in the Bac Son
region with the aim of capturing the Central Com-
mittee members who were returning to the delta
after the Eighth Plenum, and of annihilating the
National Salvation Army and the revolutionary
movement in Bac Son-Vo Nhai. The command of

1. A. B. (Anti-Bolshevik): pseudo-communist sabotage agents
organized by the French colonialists in the 1934-1945 period for
provoking and dividing our Party and sabotaging the Indochinese
revolutionary movement.
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the base sent a detachment to protect the Central
Committee comrades, and prepared to oppose the
terror raid. As enemy encirclement was increasingly
tightened, by mid-July 1941, the base command
decided to withdraw the bulk of its armed forces to
the Viet Nam-China border region to found a new
base, while those who remained behind were to
carry on activities in Vo Nhai (Thai Nguyen pro-
vincej under the command of Cornrade Chu Van
Tan. The column withdrawing to Cao Bang fell into
an enemy ambush at Na Ri (Bac Can province) and
suffered great losses. Comrade Phung Chi Kien was
killed in action, Comrade Luong Van Chi was taken
prisoner and died in Cao Bang prison.

Having nc more cbjective in Bac Son, the enemy
directed their attack toward Vo Nhai where a
guerilla war took place during eight months (from
July 1941 to February 1942). In intensifying their
sweeps, encirclements and mopping-up operations, the
enemy tried to find out and annihilate our armed
forces and herd our people into fascist-type concen-
tration camps in Na Phao, Dinh Ca, Lang Giua and
Dong En, in order to “drain the pond and catch the
fish.”” In this extremely difficult situation, the “Nation-
al Salvation” platoon of Vo Nhai engaged in guerilla
warfare to wear out enemy forces and preserve its
own strength. The gueriila action at Vo Nhai stimu-
lated the revolutionary movement in the whole
country and brought a modest contribution to the
patriotic war of the USSR against the fascist aggres-
sors. \
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In face of barbarous enemy repression, and when
the revolutionary movement in the whole country
had not grown strong enough, and when even in Bac
Son-Vo Nhai, popular agitation work in its early
stage did not allow combined political and military
struggle, the National Salvation Ariny, after eight
months of fighting, had to split up into small groups
to escape cnemy encirclement. The major part
withdrew to the Viet Nam-China border region
to reorganize and equip itself; the rest melting into
the population, formed armed propaganda groups to
establish bases among the masses. Vast revolutionary
bases were thus established in Thai Nguyen and
Tuyen Quang provinces, creating favourable condi-
tions for the future insurrection.

The guerilla war in Bac Son-Vo Nhai proved
that under the double yoke of the French and
Japanese fascists, our people, under the leadership
of our Party, were quite capable of establishing
revolutionary bases in the highlands and launching
prolonged guerilla warfare 1o wear cut and decimate
an imperialist army enjoying absolute superiority in
numbers and equipment. To achieve this end, the
guerillas must be inspired with a radically revolu-
tionary spirit, fight with wvalour, resourcefulness
and stamina, carry out the Party’s judicicus political
line, and besides must rely on large bases among
the masses to act and develop. To rely on the masses,
to gain strength in the course of fighting, to multiply,
to fight with mobility and flexibility, to be every-
where but to be found nowhere, now scattering, now
regrouping one’s forces, always to act on the
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offensive —such are the laws of guerilla warfare.
The guerillas must know how to skilfully combine
military with political action, combat with propa-
ganda and organization of the masses, to eliminate
rural authorities collaborating with the enemy and
traitors, and to ‘carry out agitation work among
enemy troops, etc.

Following the cutbreak of the Pacific war, on
December 21, 1941, the Standing Bureau of the Party
Central Committee issued a communiqué on the
Pacific War and the Urgent Tasks of the Party,
analysing the reasons why the Japanese fascists had
launched this war, the prospects of victory of the
democratic forces and the inevitable failure of the
fascists. The communiqué defined a line of action to
be carried out in case the allied troops should enter
Indochina. Regarding the Chinese Kuomintang
troops, we should ally with them in the fight against
the Francc-Japanese fascists and treat them “on an
equal footing and in a spirit of mutual assistance.” !
We should make them understand that “entering
Indochina to help the Indochinese revolution means
helping themselves,” 2 that with the victory won
over the Japanese through concerted action with the
Indochinese peoples, they would thwart the Japanese
menace to Southern China, and that they should not
think they were coming to Indochina to conquer it.
Regarding British-American troops, if they helped
the Indochinese revolution, we could give them some
economic advantages in Indochina; but if they

1, 2. Party Documents. op. cit.,, p. 305.
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helped de Gaulle re-establish French rule, we would
prctest energetically and carry on the fight for inde-
pendence. When they arrived in any locality, the
inhabitants there should rise up to seize power and
set up people’s revolutionary government, and in
the name of the government, should establish rela-
tions with them. We must not nurture the illusion
that the Chiang Kai-shek or British-American troops
would bring us freedom. In the struggle for indepen-
dence, we must naturally seek allies — even if they
are only temporary, wavering or conditional ones —
but the struggle for independence and freedom must
be carried out with our own efforts.

The communiqué also criticized “leftist” devia-
tions of certain local Party committees which had
thought that “with the outbreak of the war and the
introduction of Chinese troops intc Viet Nam, we
shall immediately secure favourable conditions to
launch a nation-wide insurrection to seize power’ !
and had proposed methods and forms of struggle
suitable to a direct revolutionary situation. The
communiqué pointed out that “conditions are unripe
for an insurrection in the whole of Indochina”,?> but
in a given locality where favourable conditions
prevailed, “the local Party committee may immedia-
tely launch a popular insurrection to seize power and
set up a local provisional revoluticnary government,”?
to create favourable conditions for the general insur-
rection.

1, 2, 3. Party Documents, op. cit.,, p. 306.
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Concerning the mew tasks, the communiqué laid
emphasis on the necessity of building up armed
forces and defining specific principles of action for
the guerilla units.

Carrying out the Party’s line and directives, the
revolutionary bases of Cao Bang and Bac Son-Vo
Nhai grew steadily and rapidly; the Viet Minh
movement launched by way of trial in some districts
of Cao Bang early in 1941 extended quickly. The
movement for political education and military train-
ing developed powerfully. In late 1941, following
Comrade Ho Chi Minh’s directive, a 12-member
armed unit was set up. It was entrusted with
protecting the Party’s leading organ, consolidating
and ensuring communications, while engaging in pro-
paganda work and training “self-defence unmits for
national salvation”. In many provinces of Bac Bo
under the direct leadership of the Party Central
Committee (such as Thai Nguyen, Hanoi, Ha Dong,
Bac Giang, Bac Ninh, Hung Yen, Ha Nam, Phu Tho,
Son Tay, Vinh Yen, Phuc Yen, Hai Duong, Bac Can,
Tuyen Quang, Hoa Binh, Quang Yen, Thanh Hoa,
Quang Binh, etc.) a large number ¢f associations for
naticnial salvation within the Viet Minh front came
into being in late 1941 and early 1942. In 1942, the
Party members in Nam Bo received from the Party
Central Commitiee directives for founding the Viet
Minh front, which was soon set up in Saigon, My
Tho, Gia Dinh, Vinh Long. In Gia Dinh, My Tho,
Tra Vinh, Tan An, etc., the Party members kept
close contacts with the masses, organizing semi-legal
associations, such as the associations of ploughmen,
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transplanters, roofers, and groups of traditional
medicine practitioners... But in face of harsh enemy
repression after the Nam Ky insurrection, the move-
ment could not grow in scope or intensity.

In the years 1941-1942, the workers’ movement
met with many difficulties, but its bases in a number
of important enterprises were still maintained and
the workers’ associations for national salvation kept
developing in workers’ living quarters. In many
localities, workers launched struggles for wage
increase, improvement of working conditions against
war and the cruelty of the Franco-Japanese fascists.

In the rural areas, at the time when guerilla war
was being waged in Bac Son-Vo Nhai, the peasants’
movement was in effervescence. Peasants in Bac
Ninh, Phuc Yen, Bac Giang, Thai Binh, Vinh Yen,
Phu Tho, etc., struggled for redistribution of com-
munal land, against forced cultivation of jute in
place of rice, requisition of paddy, market pillage,
cheap purchase of beans, ground-nuts and castor-oil.

In Trung Bo, the movement with a strong character
of armed struggle which had been launched in Ngoc
Trao (Thanh Hoa province) in 1941 and had tempo-
rarily subsided, was revived in some localities. In
1942-1943, many peasants’ struggles for redistribu-
tion of communal land took place in Thua Thien. In
Quang Nam and Quang Ngai provinces, the move-
ment was repeatedly repressed, but its bases were
preserved. In February 1942, at Que Son and Tam
Ky (Quang Nam province), many peasants’ meetings
and demonstrations were held, some invelving up to
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500 peasants equipped with rudimentary weapons,
who protested against purchase at low prices of
paddy, cotton, greund-nuts and castor-oil.

The Pacific war which revealed deep contradic-
tions among the world imperialists, sharpened the
contradictions between the Japanese and French
fascists in Indochina, and those between the Viet-
namese people and the French and Japanese rulers
and their agents. The French imperialists who
exploited our people without mercy to fill up their
peckets and supply the aggressive war of the Japan-
ese had reduced them to extreme misery.

To drain our pecple of their focdstuffs, the French
carried out, from early 1942, a policy of purchasing
paddy. In Bac Bo and Trung Bo, a system of “cor-
porations” to purchase this cereal was set up, which
extended its activities down to the hamlets.

The French imperialists’ use of banks to control the
Indochinese economy, their holding a monopoly of
salt, alcohol and opium, and their war-time economic
policy had made our people’s life miserabie. Now
their policy of paddy requisition struck at our peo-
ple’s main resources. This perfidious and cruel policy
resulted in a terrible famine which took the lives
of 2 million people in late 1944 and early 1945.

On the financial plane, the French imperialists had
to pay ever greater sums to the Japanese. !

To make up for the budgetary deficit due to those
payments, the French colonialists issued bank-notes
in profusion, causing a grave inflation which seriously
affected the life of the Indochinese peoples.

1. See page 41.
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On the one hand, the Japanese fascists forced the
French to supply them with foodstuffs and money ;
and on the other, they directly drained our people
of their resources by investing in commercial enter-
prises and expleiting the natural resources of Indo-
china. They requisitioned houses, vehicles and boats ;
evicted the people from their land to build airfields
and barracks ; robbed them of their oxen, buffaloes,
pigs and poultry; cut ripe paddy for horses’ feed;
pillaged and made a clean sweep of everything —
straw sheaves, vegetable bundles and eggs. Conse-
quently many clashes broke out between the peasants
and the Japanese.

Resides, ill-treatment, murder, torture and rape
committed by the Japanese fascists deepened our
people’s hatred for the enemy. Our entire people, rich
and poor, felt their national spirit stamped down and
their life rendered precarious.

Year Payment

1940 6 million piastres |From January +to March, monthly
payment of 2 million Indochinese
piastres

1941 58 » Monthly payvment of more than 4 million

1942 86 » » 7 »

1943 117 » » 9 »

1944 | 363 » » 30 »

1945 90 » From January to March, monthly

payment of 30 million (%)

(%) Not including 78¢ million paid by the Bank of Indochina to
the Japanese from March to August 1945, during their exclusive
domination in Indochina. J. Decoux, A la Barre de ['Indochine,
Editions Plon, Paris, p. 446.
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Forced by the Japanese to give a share in the fat
prey of Indochina, the French colonialists sought to
resist them. The Japanese cvertly encroached on
French rights and in fact seized control over the
whole of Indochina. The contradictions between the
French and the Japanese, between pro-French and
pro-Japanese agents became ever more acute, and
conflict between the two imperialist powers in Indo-
china was inevitable.

III. INTENSIFICATION OF OUR ACTIVITIES IN ALL
FIELDS, PREPARATIONS FOR AN UPRISING TO SEIZE
POWER AT THE OPPCRETUNE MOMENT

Since early 1943, the situation of the Second World
War had been undergoing great changes. The Soviet
army switched from defensive to counter-offensive
strategy inaugurated by the historic battle of Stalin-
grad which started in November 1942 and ended in
February 1943 with the total victory of the Soviet
army and the annihilation of 330,000 Hitlerite troops.

Frem November 1942 to Novembker 1943, the
Soviet Union recovered nearly two-thirds of the
territory occupied by the Nazis. The successive vic-
tories of the Soviet army threw the fascists and their
agents into wutter confusion, greatly inspired the
peoples of the West and the East living under fascist
rule, thus creating favourable conditions for the
liberation struggle. The Vietnamese people were
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elated by the victory of the heroic Soviet army and
felt more confident in the triumph of their liberation
struggle.

Under the leadership of the Chinese Communist
Farty, the Chinese people in their struggle against
the Japanese f