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LENIN 

Millions of people pronounce his name with love and rever
ence. No other man in history has had so much influence on 
the life of entire nations and on the course of events through
out the world. No one evokes such vivid memories or such a 
degree of admiration. Lenin's teachings and deeds are alive to
day. He is remembered above all for his powerful mind, in
domitable will, and revolutionary zeal. He was totally opposed 
to all forms of servitude, all oppression. He possessed a gen
uine talent for organizing the masses and had an Inspired faith 
in the creative abilities of the proletariat. 

It was under Lenin's leadership that Russia's workers and 
peasants took over power in 1917 and established the world's 
first socialist state; led by Lenin they later fought to defend So
viet power in the Civil War and laid the foundations of social
ism in their country. His name was a rallying banner for the So
viet people who rose to defend what socialism had given them 
against the German onslaught In World War II. He Is ever pres
ent in the hearts and minds of those who are today building 
Communism, a society whose motto is, "Everything for the 
sake of man, for the benefit of man." 

Lenin's versatile genius Is revealed in his books, articles 
and letters. Numerous documents, eye-witness accounts and 
the recollections of those who knew him bring him close to us. 

We now invite you to follow us to the Lenin Museum in 
Moscow. 



8 

The Museum was first opened as a branch of the V. I. Lenin 
Institute in May 1924, and twelve years later it was set up on its 
own as the Central Lenin Museum. On its three floors there are 
34 rooms with more than 12.5 thousand items on display, in
cluding first editions, photostats of manuscripts, photographs, 
personal possessions belonging to Lenin and presents he re
ceived . Among the exhibits are also paintings, drawings and 
sculpture. 

All of Lenin's life and work is linked with the history of the 
Soviet Communist Party and of the world's first socialist state. 
On view, at the museum, are various exhibits telling the story of 
the 1917 Socialist Revolution in Russia, the Civil War, the Great 
Patriotic War of 1941-1945 against Nazi Germany, and the con
struction of a new social system in the USSR. There are other 
exhibits relating to the international revolutionary movement. 

In the sixty years of its existence the Museum has been vis
ited by more than fifty -five million people from over 100 coun
tries . 

The Central Lenin Museum. Revolution Square. 

* * * 
There are ten rooms on the ground floor where the exhibition 
starts, thirteen on the first, and eleven on the second . There are 
several escalators for the visitors' convenience. 

On average a tour lasts two hours. 
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The Socialist Revolution in Russia has 
found reflection In the fine arts abroad . 
Poster, one of the exhibits in the museum. 



Vladim ir Ulyanov, as a schoolboy. 1887. 

Room No.1 

CHILDHOOD AND ADOLESCENCE. 
EARLY REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES. 
LENIN'S CONTRIBUTION 
TO THE EVOLUTION OF MARXISM 
(1870-1900) 

Vladimir llyich Ulyanov (Lenin) 
was born on April 10 (22)1. 1870 in 
the city of Simbirsk (now Ulya
novsk) on the Volga. Lenin came 
from a family with roots running 
deep into the heart of the Russian 
people. His grandfather, Nikolai 
Vasilyevich Ulyanov, of serf peas
ant stock, was himself a serf be-

1 Dates before January 31 (Febru 
ary 13), 1918 will be given according 
to the Julian calendar which was in 
use in Russia before that date. 

longing to a landowner from 
Nizhni Novgorod (now Gorky) 
Province. At the end of the 18th 
century he went to work in the 
lower reaches of the Volga from 
whence he chose not to return to 
his master. He lived later in Astra
khan (a town in the mouth of the 
Volga), where for a time he was 
classified as a government peas
ant. Here he began to work as a 
tailor and was registered as be
longing to the lower middle class. 
He died in dire poverty. 
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I/ya Nikolayevich Ulyanov, Lenin 's father. 

Lenin's father, llya Nikolaye
vich and his mother, Maria Alex
androvna, belonged to the pro
gressive section of the Russian 
intelligentsia. His father, or
phaned at an early age, was 
brought up and educated by his 
brother. He graduated as a school 
teacher, and was later appointed 
inspector, and then Director of 
Secondary Schools in the Sim
birsk Province. He was a true 
democrat who dedicated his life 
to providing secondary education 
for the people. Lenin 's mother 
was a talented woman and knew 
several languages. She was also a 
good musician . As an external 
student she passed her examina
tions with flying colours and re
ceived the diploma of primary 
school teacher. She devoted her
self to her family and was a close 
friend to all her children. 

Lenin's parents brought up 
their children to be honest, indus
trious, and considerate to others . 

Maria Alexandrovna Ulyanova, Lenin's 
mother. 

They instilled in them a sense of 
responsibility for their words and 
actions, and a strong sense of 
duty. All the Ulyanov children, 
except Olga who died at an early 
age, became revolutionaries. 

To the left of the entrance is a 
display of the Ulyanov family pho
tographs. An 1879 photo shows 
Lenin's father and mother with 
their children-sons Alexander, 
Vladimir and Dmitri and daugh 
ters Anna, Maria and Olga. There 
is also a photo of Lenin's brother 
Alexander who was executed on 
May 8, 1887 for his part in the at
tempt on the life of Tsar Alexan 
der Ill. It was from Alexander that 
Vladimir Imbibed revolutionary 
and democratic ideas and learnt 
about Marxist literature, and it 
was Alexander who first showed 
his younger brother Karl Marx's 
Das Kapital. 

On view here is a replica of 
Vladimir Ulyanov's room in the 
house In Simbirsk where his fam -

The Ulyanovs. Simbirsk. 1879. 
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ily lived between 1878 and 1887. 
The house (present address: 58, 
Ulitsa Lenina, Ulyanovsk) has 
been converted into a Lenin 
Memorial Museum. All that Vlad i
mir's room contained was a desk 
by the window, a simple book
shelf, and a map of the world on 
the wall. One of the books on the 
shelf is What Is To Be Done? by 
the revolutionary democrat 
N. G. Chernyshevsky. 

As a pupil of the Simbirsk Clas
sical Gymnasium (there is a photo 
of the school in the room) Vladi 
mir Ulyanov passed from one 
grade to the next with highest dis
tinctions. He graduated from the 
school with a Gold Medal of 
Merit. A copy of this and other 
awards are to be seen in the first 
section of the display. A glass 
case contains books from the Uly
anovs' family library: Pushkin, 
Lermontov, Gogol, Turgenev, Lev 
Tolstoy, Hertzen, Dobrolyubov, 
Shakespeare, Darwin, and Hux
ley. Progressive literature had a 
tremendous influence on the Uly
anov children . 

After the untimely death in Jan 
uary 1886 of Lenin 's father, the 
fam ily moved in the summer of 
1887 to the city of Kazan where 
Vlad imir became a student at the 
University . A photograph shows 
the University build ing and the 
University admission card No. 197 
issued to V. I. Ulyanov, a student 
of the law department. The 
school report (on display) submit
ted to the University authorities 
by the principal of the Simbirsk 
Gymnasium reads as follows: 
"Ulyanov is highly talented, con 
sistently hardworking and accu
rate . Each year he passed out top 

_i.... ... 1,"' ... 

Cover of What the •Friends of the People · 
Are and How They Fight the Socia/
Democrats. 1894 edition . 

of his class, and on finishing 
school he was awarded a Gold 
Medal as a most deserving pupil 
for his studies, general erudition 
and behaviour . .. " . 

Atthe University, Vladimir Ulya
nov established contact with revo
lutionary-minded students. After 
being arrested in December 1887 
as an active participant in a stu 
dents ' rally he was expelled from 
the University. He was banished 
to the village of Kokushkino some 
40 kilometres from Kazan where 
he lived under police surveillance 
for nearly a year. While here he 
read widely and continued to 
work independently for his de
gree. Photographs show the vil 
lage of Kokushkino and the Kazan 
Kremlin inside whose walls stood 
a prison to which Vladimir was 
confined after his arrest. 

On his return to Kazan, Vladi
mir joined one of the under
ground Marxist societies organ 
ized by N. Ye. Fedoseyev whose 
photograph is displayed in the 
room. As a member of a Marxist 
society Lenin studied Das Kapital 

PA3BMTIE KAnMTAnMJMA 

B'Ii POCCU!. 

CDIU•U•n.. 
r ....... ,._ • J~, .... ....... . . u 

Cover of The Development of Capitalism 
in Russia. 1899 edition. 

and other works by the founders 
of scientific communism. On 
view in a show-case are books by 
Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels 
translated into Russian by 
G. V. Plekhanov, an outstanding 
propagandist of Marxism in Rus
sia and by other members of the 
Emancipation of Labour, a Rus
sian Marxist group in Geneva. 
These were the works that the 
young Ulyanov read and studied 
in Kazan. 

Early in May 1889 the Ulyanov 
family went to live on a farm near 
the village of Alakayevka in the 
Samara Province, moving in the 
autumn to the capital of the pro
vince Samara (now Kuibyshev). In 
Samara, where he lived for nearly 
four years, Vlad imir became ac
tively involved in revolutionary 
activities: he organized and led 
the first Marxist society in the 
city. He also read for his Univer
sity degree. In a stand devoted to 
this period of Lenin 's life the fol 
lowing items are to be seen: a 
photograph of the house, now the 
V. I. Lenin Museum, in which the 
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Ulyanov family lived between 
1889 and 1893; books on Russia's 
economy read by Lenin at the lo
cal library; and the manuscript of 
his 1893 article "New Economic 
Developments in Peasant Life", 
one of his earliest works to have 
come down to us. Among the ex
hibits in this room are works by 
Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels 
studied by members of the Marx
ist society organized by Lenin . It 
was while he was in Samara that 
Lenin translated from German 
into Russian 'The Manifesto of 
the Communist Party" written by 
Marx and Engels in 1848, the first 
ever Communist programme. 
The manuscript of the translation, 
which has unfortunately been 
lost, was passed from one reader 
to another. It was studied by 
members of the revolutionary 
youth societies in Samara and 
other Volga-side cities. 

Also on view are: V. I. Ulya
nov's request to be allowed to sit 
exams for his University degree; 
the First Class Diploma issued to 
him in 1891 as an external gradu
ate of the law department at 
St. Petersburg University; one of 
the first legal cases handled by 
Lenin as a barrister at the Samara 
District Court. 

The years in Kazan and Samara 
were of great significance for 
Lenin's future revolutionary 
work. It was during this period 
that he became a convinced 
Marxist. However, life in the pro
vinces could not satisfy Lenin . He 
hungered for large-scale revolu 
tionary activities to be at the cen
tre of the political struggle. On 
August 31, 1893 he left for St. Pe
tersburg . 
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There is a wide selection of 
documentary material on display 
devoted to his life and revolution 
ary work in the capital which 
coincided with a massive upsurge 
of the working -class movement in 
various parts of Russia, particu 
larly in St. Petersburg. Living in 
the capital of the Russian Empire, 
the hub of the working-class 
movement in Russia, he estab-

edged leader of the Marxists in 
St. Petersburg . 

One stand is devoted to photo
graphs of I. V. Babushkin, M . I. Ka 
linin, V. A. Shelgunov, V. A. Knya
zev and other members of 
Lenin's Marxist study group. 
They were all workers and lead
ers of similar workers' study 
groups at factories and other in
dustrial enterprises in St. Peters-

Lenin and other leading members of the Petersburg League of Struggle for the 
Emancipation of the Working Class. February 1897. 

lished contact with progressive
minded workers at major facto
ries, lectured to Marxist groups 
and explained the most comP,lex 
points of Marx's doctrine. Lenin 
had a profound knowledge of 
Marxism and was able to apply it 
in the conditions existing in Rus
sia at the time. This, and his firm 
conviction that the revolutionary 
cause must win, as well as his out
standing ability as an organizer 
soon made him the acknowl-

burg . There is a photograph here 
of Nadezhda Krupskaya, a young 
teacher at a Sunday evening 
school for workers, who engaged 
in propaganda work and spread 
Marxist ideas among her stu 
dents. Lenin first met Nadezhda 
Krupskaya, whom he later mar
ried, at a secret Social-Demo
cratic meeting. In St. Petersburg, 
Lenin was under constant police 
surveillance, and had to change 
his place of residence on many 

occasions. The photographs on 
display show the houses where 
Lenin lived at the time or gave 
lectures. 

Lenin was a vigorous opponent 
of anti-Marxist trends, such as 
Liberal Populism• and Legal 
Marxism• which hindered the dis
semination of Marxism in Russia . 
Occupying the central place in a 
display stand is the first hecto
graph edition of What the 
"Friends of the People " Are and 
How They Fight the Social-Demo
crats (1894) . In this pamphlet the 
24-year-old Lenin set forth the 
major tenets of the revolutionary 
Social -Democrat programme; the 
role of the working class in Russia 
as the leading force in a future re
volution; the need for an alliance 
of workers and peasants as the 
basic condition for the overthrow 
of the Tsarist regime, the need to 
create a Marxist working -class 
party and its leading role in the 
fi ght for democracy and social 
ism. The pamphlet was printed in 
Moscow, St. Petersburg and in 
some othe1r places. 

In October 1895 a number of 
separate Marxist groups and so
cieties in St. Petersburg were unit
ed under Lenin 's guidance into a 
si ngle Social -Democratic organi 
zation whiich in December that 
year became known as the 
League of Struggle for the Eman
ci pation of the Working Class. 
The Leaguie was to become the 
embryo of a revolutionary party 
of the Russian proletariat. It 
lin ked the workers ' demands for 
higher pay and better working 
conditions with the political 

• See Notes at the end of the book. 
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struggle against the Tsarist re
gime and capitalist exploitation. 
In the upper part of the display on 
the wall opposite the entrance, is 
an enlarged photograph showing 
some of the League's leaders, 
with Lenin in the centre. A dia 
gram shows the structure of the 
League and the links it maintained 
with similar organizations in other 
Russian cities. Next to it are pho
tographs of members of a Social 
Democratic organization, the 
Moscow Workers' League among 
whom we find Lenin's younger 
brother and sister, Dmitri and 
Maria. 

At this time, the St. Petersburg 
League switched over from Marx
ist propaganda conducted within 
the narrow confines of workers' 
societies to a campaign of politi
cal agitation among the working 
masses at large. It led the strike 
movement of workers in St. Pe
tersburg, printed and distributed 
leaflets, pamphlets and other li 
terature, much of it written by 
Lenin. Some of that literature is to 
be seen in the stand devoted to 
the period. 

In the spring of 1895 Lenin 
went abroad to establish contact 
with the Russian Marxists living 
there and to learn from the expe
rience of the West-European re
volutionaries. In Geneva, Paris 
and Berlin he attended meetings 
of workers and studied the fondi
tions of their life. He met the re
volutionary leader Pau I Lafargue 
and one of the German Social 
Democratic leaders Wilhelm Lieb
knecht. At public libraries he read 
Marxist literature not available in 
Russia, copying out whole pas
sages and making synopses of 
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Lenin. 1891. 

some of the books. On display is 
the synopsis Lenin made of Part 
One of Gustave Lefranc;ais' Etude 
sur le mouvement communaliste 
a Paris, en 1871, plus letters he 
wrote from Paris and Berlin to rel
atives. 

Lenin returned to Russia early 
in September 1895. He immedi
ately became the target of close 
police surveillance and was fi
nally arrested in December that 
year. For 14 months before his 
trial he was held in solitary con
finement in Cell No. 193 (a photo
graph of the cell is on view) in a 
St. Petersburg prison . Lenin kept 
up his revolutionary work even in 
prison . Establishing contact with 

those of his comrades who were 
still at liberty, he continued 
through them to guide the 
League. "The Draft and Explana
tion of a Programme for the So
cial-Democratic Party" and a leaf
let, "To the Tsarist Government", 
written by Lenin in jail, form part 
of the display. These and other 
illegal works were written with 
lemon juice or milk which he 
poured into improvised ink-wells 
made out of bread. 

In February 1897 Lenin was 
sentenced to three years of exile 
in Eastern Siberia. He served his 
term in the village of Shushens
koye, Yenisei Province. At the 
turn of the century Shushenskoye 

was a remote place, the nearest 
railway being hundreds of ki
lometres away. Today, it is a re
gional centre of the Krasnoyarsk 
Territory. In 1938 a Lenin House
Museum was opened in the vil
lage. The adjoining streets and 
houses, restored to look as they 
did at the end of the 19th century, 
have been declared a protect
ed area . In the stand dedi
cated to Lenin's Siberian exile 
there is a photograph of the 
house, belonging to Zyryanov, 
one of the villagers with whom 
Lenin lodged on his arrival from 
St. Petersburg . By the wall on the 
right stands a scale model of the 
house-owned by Petrova, an -
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Nadezhda Krupskaya. 
1895. 

other villager-where Lenin lived 
with Nadezhda Krupskaya and 
her mother, following their arrival 
at Shushenskoye, in May 1898. 
Here Nadezhda Krupskaya, who 
had also been sentenced to exile 
in Shushenskoye by the court 
which had tried the League's case 
in St. Petersburg, became Lenin's 
wife. She was to remain his close 
friend and loyal assistant for the 
rest of his life. 

In exile, . Lenin wrote some 
thirty theoretical papers in which 
he elaborated on many of the is
sues involved in working out a 
programme, strategy and tactics 
for a working -class party in Rus
sia. He also completed The De-
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The village of 
Shushenskoye at the 
beginning of the 
20th century. 

velopment of Capitalism in Rus
sia, a direct sequel of Das Kapital. 
The Development of Capitalism 
in Russia is based on Lenin's 
knowledge of life and his studies 
of hundreds of books and statis
tics. Though there are over 600 li
terary sources mentioned and 
quoted in the book, Lenin in fact 
read and made use of many times 
that number of works. In The De
velopment of Capitalism he 
argues that capitalism had been 
developing in Russia both in in
dustry and in agriculture. He re
veals the profound contradictions 
inherent in capitalist society and 
maintains that the Russian prole
tariat was a real force which 
could play a leading role in the 
Russian revolutionary movement. 
The book first appeared in St. Pe
tersburg in March 1899 under 
one of Lenin's pseudonyms, Vlad
imir llyin. 

Living in exile, Lenin often re
read Marx and Engels, especially 
their philosophical works. He was 
an avid reader of the Russian and 
foreign press and followed every 
development in the Russian and 
international Social-Democratic. 
movement. He continued his re
search on agrarian relations in 
Russia, studied rural life in Sibe-

ria, translated foreign publica
tions into Russian and reviewed 
books. The exhibits relating to 
this period include his transla
tions of Industrial Democracy by 
the English economists, Sidney 
and Beatrice Webb, his review of 
The Evolution of Modern Capital
ism by the English economist 
J.A. Hobson published in the mag
azine Nachalo (The Beginning) 
(May 1899) and some other 
works. 

Other exhibits in the room in 
clude the proceedings of the First 
Congress of the RSDLP* held in 
March 1898. The Congress, 
which failed to unite individual 
Social -Democratic groups in Rus
sia, succeeded in officially proc
laiming the foundation of the 
RSDLP. In Shushenskoye Lenin 
concentrated on devising ways to 
establish a united party. In a stand 
on the right are Lenin's articles, 
"Our Programme", "Our Immedi
ate Tasks", and "An Urgent Ques
tion" in which he outlines a plan 
for creating a revolutionary work
ing-class party with the help of an 
illegal national political newspa
per. 

At that time there were two 
other Social -Democratic exiles in 
Shushenskoye: 0. A. Enberg, a 

Fi nn, and a Pole, I. Prominski, 
both of them from the working 
class. And elsewhere in the dis
trict Lenin's revolutionary com
rades from St. Petersburg, among 
them G. M. Krzhizhanovsky, 
A. A. Vaneyev, P. N. Lepeshinsky, 
V. V. Starkov, M . A. Silvin, 
V. K. Kurnatovsky, and others, 
were also serving terms of exile. 
Their photographs are to be seen 
in this room. Lenin used to meet 
them to disl:uss revolutionary 
work and to help them keep up 
their spirit. In August 1899 he 
wrote "The Protest of the Russian 
Social -Democrats", also on dis
play in this room. The Protest was 
an uncompromising challenge to 
the Russian opportunist leaders, 
the Economists*, who maintained 
that the workers in Russia should 
confine themselves to the fight 
for better conditions, leaving the 
political struggle to the bourgeoi
sie. The Protest was signed by 
17 political exiles who supported 
Lenin . 

After a hard bout of work, 
Lenin used to retire to the forests, 
fields, or the river. He got to love 
Siberia's natural scenery and the 
deep Yenisei. The villagers in 
Shushenskoye still point out to 
visitors the steep river bank where 
he used to sit and admire the sun
sets . A number of photographs in 
the display show some of Lenin's 
favourite haunts near the village: 
Crane and Sand Hills, Birch 
Copse, and Perovo Lake. At the 
end of the room are the table and 
two chairs used by Lenin and his 
wife in Petrova's house. 

When Lenin's term of exile 
drew to an end, the government 
barred him from living in the cap-
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ital, in industrial cities or univer
sity towns. He decided to go to 
Pskov, which was at the time a 
small provincial town not far from 
St. Petersburg . On January 29, 
1900 Lenin and his wife left 
Shushenskoye. On his way to 
Pskov Lenin visited a number of 
towns (they are shown on the 
map in the last stand) to rally sup
port from local Social -Democrats 
for the newspaper he planned to 
publish . In the same stand is a 
photograph of the house in Pskov 
(now a Lenin House-Museum) 
where a meeting chaired by 
Lenin was held to discuss his 
draft declaration on behalf of the 
editorial board of the newspaper. 
As police persecution made it im
possible to produce a revolution
ary newspaper in Russia, in July 
1900 Lenin went abroad to put his 
plan into practice. This was 
Lenin's first period of emigration. 
It lasted almost 5 years-until No
vember 1905. 



Rooms Nos. 2-3 

TOWARDS A NEW TYPE 
OF MARXIST PARTY 
(1900-1904) 

Early· in the 20th century Russia 
was the scene of a growing revo 
lutionary movement led by the 
working class. There was an in
creasing number of strikes at fac
tories and plants, peasants re
volted against their landowners, 
and there was unrest among stu
dents. This situation is illustrated 
by the map, "An Upsurge in the 
Revolutionary Movement in Rus
sia, 1900-1903" and a photograph 
of striking workers in Rostov in 
1902 which start off the display to 

the left of the room's entrance. 
Abroad, Lenin worked hard to 

get his newspaper off the ground. 
He had to find premises for the 
printing press, buy sets of Rus
sian type, devise a system for se
cret delivery of the newspaper to 
Russia, etc. His brainchild, the 
first Russian clandestine political 
newspaper was called Iskra (The 
Spark). In one of the first stands 
to the left there is a display of 
photographs of lskra's editorial 
staff: V. I. Lenin, G. V. Plekhanov, 

V. I. Zasulich, P. B.Axelrod, L. Mar
tov, and A. N. Potresov. In April 
1901 Nadezhda Krup.skaya joined 
the editorial board as a secretary. 
A leaflet (in the same stand) re
leased by the paper's editors 
stresses that "Russian Social
Democrats must unite and direct 
all our efforts towards the forma
tion of a strong party which must 
struggle under the single banner 
of revolutionary Social-Democ
racy". Lenin was lskra's ideologi
cal leader. He did the lay-out for 
each issue, edited the articles, en
listed contributors, kept in touch 
with the newspaper's corre
spondents, was in charge of fi
nancial matters, and ensured ls
kra's regular publication. 

In 1900-1901 Lenin lived at 53a 
Kaiserstrasse in Munich, first ille
gally, without a passport, under 
the name of Meyer, and later, on 
a passport made out in the name 
of a Bulgarian Doctor Jordan Jord
anov. A photograph of the house 
(now No. 46) is on view. For rea
sons of secrecy Lenin sent all his 
letters to Russia via Prague to the 
address of the Czech Social
Democrat, F. Modra~ek . Lenin 
was given much help in prepar
ing for the publication of Iskra by 
the German and international 
working-class leader Clara Zet
kin, by her compatriot the Social
Democrat Adolf Braun, and by 
the Polish revolutionary Julian 
Marchlewski whose photographs 
are on display. The exhibit in the 
middle of the left wall of the room 
is an authentic page from the first 
issue of Iskra with Lenin's edito
rial, "The Urgent Tasks of Our 
Movement''. The first issue was 
printed in December 1900 at 

25 

48 Russenstrasse in Leipzig at the 
printing press owned by the Ger
man Social-Democrat H. Rau who 
published a small sports newspa
per for workers. lskra's second 
and subsequent issues were 
printed at M . Ernst's printing 
press at 4 Sohnefelderstrasse (see 
a photograph on display) in Mu
nich. 

Iskra No. 4 (a copy of it can be 
seen in the stand to the right of 
the first issue) carries an article, 
"Where to Begin" in which Lenin 
describes the role a Russian na
tional political newspaper could 
play in his plan for a new type of 
Marxist party in Russia. "A news
paper is not only a collective 
propagandist and a collective agi
tator," he wrote, "it is also a col
lective organiser." This was to be
come a basic principle of all 
subsequent Marxist publications. 
Displayed next to the copy of Is
kra No. 4 is the political and 
scientific journal, Zarya (The 
Dawn), also published by the Is
kra editorial board. It was in a 
double issue of this journal 
(Nos. 2-3) that the first four chap
ters of "The Agrarian Question 
and the 'Critics of Marxism'" ap
peared under the pseudonym 
"Lenin", 1 the first time that Lenin 
was to use this signature in 
print. 

A wall album mounted to the 
left of lskra's first issue contains 
several articles that Lenin contrib
uted to the paper on the main is
sues involved in setting up a 
Marxist party and in the class 
struggle of the proletariat. He 

1 For purposes of secrecy Lenin 
used over 160 pseudonyms. 



Vladimir Ulyanov. 1900. 

condemns the Tsarist regime and 
its reactionary policy, castigates 
the bourgeois liberals, exposes 
the nationalists, the anarchists 
and the Socialist Revolutiona
ries*, and levels sharp criticism at 
th e Russian Economists with their 
opportunist policies. All in all, Is
kra printed sixty of his articles. 

In Russia and abroad Lenin es
tablished a number of Iskra prom
otion groups and a network of Is
kra agents. A stand to the right 
displays photographs of the pro
fessional revolutionaries, Ivan Ba
bushkin, Nikolai Bauman, Rozalia 
Zemlyachka, Mikhail Kalinin, 
Gleb Krzhizhanovsky and others 
who were Iskra agents. In spite of 
constant harassment from the 
secret police they supplied Iskra 
with material, organized delivery 
of the paper across the Russian 
border, and the collection of 
funds to keep it going . 

Between April 1902 and April 
1903 Lenin and his wife lived in 
London to where the paper had 
been moved from Munich. 
lskra's office was at 37a Clerken 
well -Green where the British So
cial -Democratic weekly justice 
had its editorial office and whose 
press was used for printing Iskra. 
There is a photo of No. 37a on 
view. 

In London, Lenin and his wife, 
who assumed the name of Rich 
te r, lived at first in furnished 
rooms. They later rented two 
small rooms near the British Mu
seum in whose library Lenin often 
worked . He attended numerous 
meetings, studied the working 
class movement in England, and 
improved his English . In the right
hand corner of the room there is 
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a photograph of the building at 
30 Holford Square where Lenin 
lived from 1902-1903. The mantel
piece and a piece of the wall 
paper from his flat here is also on 
display. 

Lenin 's Iskra was delivered to 
Russia via London, Stockholm, 
Geneva, Marseilles, Vienna, 
Prague, Varna, and some other 
European cities. Its agents were 
German, Austrian, Czech, Swed
ish, and Bulgarian Social-Demo
crats. In a show-case in the left 
corner of the room are various 
objects used by those who 
smuggled Iskra into Russia-a 
suitcase with a false bottom, a 
specially tailored waistcoat, a roll 
of paper, and a set of children's 
bricks. Some copies of Iskra were 
reprinted at secret presses in Rus
sia. A photograph shows one of 
these presses in Kishinev, Mol 
davia. Another exhibit is a scale 
model of a printing press in Baku, 
Azerbaijan, known to the Russian 
revolutionaries as Nina. On dis
play is the matrix of an Iskra edi 
tion smuggled into Russia from 
Geneva, and a shelf fitted with a 
secret box in which Iskra was 
kept by the Ulyanov family . 

It was during this period that 
Lenin wrote "What Is To Be 
Done? Burning Questions of Our 
Movement", a theoretical article 
which was largely instrumental in 
creating a revolutionary party of 
the Russian working -class. Occu 
pying pride of place in an adja
cent display case is a copy of the 
first edition of this book pub
lished in March 1902 in Stuttgart 
and sent into Russia secretly. 
Copies of it were discovered by 
the police during their searches 
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and arrests of revolutionary work
ers in Moscow, St. Petersburg, 
Kiev, Nizhny Novgorod, Kazan, 
Odessa and other towns. Flanking 
the first edition are translations of 
it. In "What Is To Be Done?" 
Lenin denounces international op
portunism and its Russian form, 
Economism. He also sets forth his 
basic ideas for a Marxist party as 
the leading force in the working
class movement and the transfor
mation of existing society, and 
gives a detailed plan for the set
ting up of a militant, revolutionary 
party. "Give us an organization of 
revolutionaries, and we will over
turn Russia!" he writes. 

In a stand to the right of the en
trance are the manuscripts for 
"Notes on Plekhanov's Second 
Draft Programme" and "The 
Agrarian Programme of Russian 
Social -Democracy" as well as a 
copy of Iskra No.21 which carries 
the complete text of a draft of the 
party's programme drawn up by 
the paper's editors and incorpo
rating Lenin's remarks and sug
gestions. 

Another exhibit is a copy of Is
kra No. 44 containing the article 
"The National Question in Our 
Programme" in which Lenin for
mulates the basic principles of a 
national programme for the revo
lutionary Social-Democrats in 
Russia. In March and April 1903, 
while still in London, he wrote To 
the Rural Poor, a pamphlet ad
dressed to peasants in which he 
explains the aims of a revolution
ary Social-Democratic party and 
why the rural poor should join the 
workers in their struggle. This 
pamphlet is among the exhibits in 
the stand. 

Lenin placed great emphasis on 
propaganda of the Party's agrar
ian programme. He wrote a num
ber of papers and delivered lec
tures on the subject in Paris, 
Lausanne, Geneva, Berne, Zu
rich, London, and Liege. In Febru
ary 1903 he gave four lectures to 
students at the Russian Higher 
School of Social Sciences in Paris 
on the theme, "Marxist Views on 
the Agrarian Question in Europe 
and in Russia". A photocopy of 

The printing shop in Leipzig where the 
fi rst issue of Iskra came out. 

the poster announcing these lec
tures is also exhibited in this 
room. 

In the spring of 1903 the edito
rial offices of Iskra were trans
ferred to Geneva. Lenin ' and his 
wife moved here from London, 
and rented a small house in Sech
eron, a working-class suburb of 
the town. Here Lenin often met 
Russian revolutionaries who had 
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left Russia after escaping from in
ternal exile or prison . He used to 
spend hours talking to them and 
tried to help them as much as he 
could . Of an evening, Lenin's 
comrades would gather at his 
house to sing revolutionary songs 
like the Internationale, the Mar
seillaise, and the Varshavianka. 
Lenin who enjoyed singing would 
join in. 

Lenin continued to edit Iskra 
which was printed by the General 
Workers' Printing Press at 27 de 
la Coulouvreniere. The collection 
of photographs in this room are 
of places connected with Lenin's 
life and work abroad from 
1900-1903. 

The last items on display in 
Rooms 2-3 relate to lskra's orga
nization in Russia where the pa
per served as the ideological and 
organizational centre of revolu
tionary Social-Democracy in the 
country . This centre was created 
according to a plan drawn up by 
Lenin . 

The last stand features a copy 
of the first edition of Lenin's 
pamphlet, A Letter to a Comrade 
on Our Organisational Tasks. 
Written in September 1902 it is a 
detailed account of the principles 
for the establishment of a revolu 
tionary party to lead the working 
class to victory in its fight for 
political power. 

* * * 
Mounted in the corridor be

tween Rooms 2 and 3 is a replica 
of the printing press in Leip
zig where lskra ' s first issue was 
printed. It was presented as a gift 
to the Central Committee of the 
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Soviet Communist Party to mark 
the 50th anniversary of the 1917 
October Revolution in Russia by 
the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Ger
many. 

"As a current of political 
thought and as a political party, 
Bolshevism has existed since 
1903." This quotation from Lenin 
in Room 3 introduces the main 

theme of the exhibition : the emer
gence of a party of the work
ing class in Russia and the Se
cond Congress of the Russian So
cial-Democratic Labour Party 
(RSDLP). 

Lenin made thorough prepara
tions for the Congress . He drew 
up Draft Rules for the Party, 
wrote an outline for his report on 
the Iskra organization's activities, 
and prepared other materials. He 
also worked out procedure for 
Congress meetings, its agenda, 

time limits for speakers and draft 
resolutions on the following sub
jects: workers' demonstrations, 
political work among the peasan 
try and servicemen, and attitude 
to students-the above items start 
off the display in this room. 

The Congress which began on 
July 17, 1903 was held in a ware
house in a working-class suburb 
of Brussels. However, after the 

first session, interference from 
the Belgian police forced del 
egates to move to London. A map 
to the left of the entrance shows 
the 26 organizations which sent 
delegates to the Congress. Apart 
from the hard core of consistent 
revolutionaries fighting for the 
cause of the proletariat, the Con 
gress was attended by the Econ
omists, the Centrists* and other 
opportunistic leaders. This made 
the debates on many issues par
ticularly heated and intense. Pho-

tographs on the wall show the 
delegates who supported Lenin . 
Two diagrams indicate the politi
cal alignment of forces at the 
Congress and the final results of 
the voting on key resolutions . 

The Congress elected Lenin as 
its vice-chairman, and a member 
of the commissions which were 
to work out the Programme and 
Rules. He was also elected to the 
Credentials Committee. Rallying 
support for his views, Lenin made 
more than 130 speeches and criti 
cal comments. Among the exhi
bits are the following items: 
Lenin's manuscripts on the Party 
Programme and Rules; records of 
the speeches he made during the 
debate on these two issues; and 
separate sheets of paper with the 
numerous notes he jotted down 
as he listened to his opponents 
and supporters. 

Some of the pages from his 
note pad have been incorporated 
into an album, Lenin's Work at 
the Second Congress of the 
RSDLP, also on view in this 
Room . A painting by Yu . Vinogra
dov The Second Congress of the 
RSDLP, portrays Lenin addressing 
delegates. 

The Congress approved the 
Party Programme as drawn up by 
the Iskra editors who consistently 
followed the revolutionary course 
outlined by Marx and Engels. 
This is the first time in the history 
of the international working-class 
movement since the death of 
Marx and Engels that a revolu 
tionary programme had been 
adopted proclaiming the dictator
ship of the proletariat to be the 
principal goal of the working 
class. The Programme of the 
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RSDLP stipulated that the prole
tariat's role was to lead all toiling 
and exploited masses in their 
fight for democracy and social 
ism. It also spoke of the peasants 
as allies of the working class. On 
display is a photocopy of the title 
page of one of the first editions of 
the Programme. 

Among the other documents to 
be seen in this Room is Lenin 's 
manuscript for the first paragraph 
of the draft for the Party Rules 
which demands that every mem
ber take part in the revolutionary 
struggle and obey party disci
pline. A note (a copy of it is on 
view) made by Lenin during the 
discussion of the Rules, reads as 
follows: " .. . the distinction be
tween those who merely talk and 
those who work: it is better not to 
name as members ten workers 
than name one chatterer." Para
graph One of the Rules a~ formu
lated by Lenin barred Party mem
bership to non-proletarian, vacil
lating, and opportunistic ele
ments, thus making it possible to 
set up a strong, well -organized 
party with a strict discipline. This 
paragraph was the target of furi 
ous attacks from the opportun
ists . 

In the elections for the Central 
Committee and for the Editorial 
Board of the Central Organ, the 
Party's two leading bodies, 
Lenin's supporters received a ma
jority, or bolshinstvo of votes, 
and from then on became known 
as bolsheviki, the Bolsheviks. The 
opportunistic leaders who were 
left in the minority, or men
shinstvo, were henceforth called 
mensheviki, the Mensheviks. 

The conflict at the Congress 
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was frank and uncompromising. 
This is how Lenin himself de
scribed a few years afterwards a 
conversation he had had with a 
delegate representing the Centre. 
" 'How oppressive the atmos
phere is at our Congress! ' he 
complained. 'This bitter fighting, 
this agitation one against the 
other, this biting controversy, this 
uncomradely attitude! .. .' 'What a 
splendid thing our Congress is! ' I 
replied . 'A free and open 
struggle. Opinions have been 
stated . The shades have been re
vealed. The groups have taken 
shape. Hands have been raised. 
A decision has been taken. A 
stage has been passed. Forward! 
That's the stuff for me! That's life! 
That's not like the endless, tedi 
ous word -chopping of your intel 
lectuals, which stops not because 
the question has been settled, but 
because they are tired to talk any 
more ... '" 

"The comrade of the 'Centre ' 
stared at me in perplexity and 
shrugged his shoulders. We were 
talking different languages." 

The Congress ended in com
plete victory for the revolutionary 
trend, became a turning point in 
the international working -class 
movement. It set up a new type of 
proletarian party capable of lead
ing the industrial workers and 
other toiling masses in their fight 
to overthrow the rule of landown
ers and capitalists and build so
cialism. 

After the Congress closed on 
August 10, 1903 Lenin and his 
supporters visited Karl Marx's 
grave at Highgate Cemetery. This 
event is portrayed in a drawing 
by A. Moravov. 
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Cover of One Step Forward, Two Steps 
Back. 1904 edition . 

The Congress attracted the at
tention of the West-European So
cial -Democratic parties. Many 
newspapers and other publica
tions gave detailed accounts of its 
proceedings and praised what it 
had achieved. In a stand are pho
tocopies of pages from the So
cial -Democratic newspapers jus
tice, Vorwarts and others contain
ing reports and commentary on 
the work of the Congress. 

Here also are materials that re
flect Lenin 's battle with the 
Mensheviks after the Congress as 
well as resolutions and letters 
from local party committees in 
various Russian cities in support 
of the decisions taken at the Sec
ond Congress. Defeated at the 
Congress, the Mensheviks 
spared no efforts in their attempts 
to foil the implementation of the 
Congress decisions and to de
stabilize the work of the Party. 
They managed to get control of 
Iskra and the Party's Central 
Committee, publishing facilities, 

communication links and Party 
fi nances. They also attempted to 
spread their opportunistic influ
ence to local party branches most 
of which supported Lenin and the 
Bolsheviks. Th is brought the 
Bolsheviks face to face with the 
problem of how to expose the 
Mensheviks as working against 
the Party. 

Lenin tackled this problem in 
One Step Forward, Two Steps 
Back (The Crisis in Our Party) 
published in May 1904, in Gen
eva. The first Russian edition of 
this book, together with transla
tions of it, is displayed on the 
right wall. In One Step Forward, 
Two Steps Back, Lenin de
nounces the Mensheviks as op
portunists. He shows that the divi 
sion into a majority and a minor
ity at the Congress was a direct 
and inevitable consequence of 
the split between revolutionaries 
and opportunists that had long ex
isted in other Social -Democratic 
parties. He develops in greater 
depth the Marxist doctrine on the 
party as a leading organization of 
the proletariat without which the 
victory of a socialist revolution 

Cafe Landolt in Geneva where Lenin used 
to meet Social-Democrats from Russia. 
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and the build ing of a communist 
society are inconceivable. He 
also sets forth the Bolshevik orga
nizational principles, firm stand 
ards of party life and principles of 
party leadership, all of wh ich 
were from then on to be strictly 
observed by the party. A map to 
the right of the entrance illus
trates the extensive links and 
correspondence which Lenin 
maintained with local party com 
mittees after the Congress (at the 
time he received up to three hun
dred letters a month). It shows 
that One Step Forward was 
read over a wide area in Russia . 

In Switzerland, Lenin continued 
to work hard. Wh ile in Geneva in 
1903-1904 he often made use of 
the University library. One of the 
chairs from the library, presented 
to the Museum by the city of 
Geneva, is on view in this room. 
Here also is a chess table with a 
secret drawer in which party doc
uments and letters were kept. 
The table was made to Lenin 's de
sign . 

The bitter struggle against the 
Mensheviks could not but under
mine Lenin 's health. He felt over-

Chess·board table with a secret drawer in 
which documents of the Second RSDLP 
Congress were hidden. 
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worked and suffered from insom
nia. Extreme exhaustion forced 
him to take a break. With his 
wife, Nadezhda Krupskaya, he 
spent a week in Lausanne, from 
there, rucksacks on their backs, 
they took off for a walking tour in 
the Alps. 

For a short while after their 
hike they stayed in a small village 
near Lausanne. Here Lenin 
worked in the garden helping his 
host. Work in the open air which 
Lenin greatly enjoyed proved to 
be the best kind of rest cure. In 
the village, Lenin also met his 
party colleagues to discuss plans 
for the future. 

In August 1904, 22 Bolsheviks 
held a conference presided over 
by Lenin in the Lausanne suburb 
of Carouge. They adopted an ap
peal "To the Party", written by 
Lenin, calling· for the immediate 
convocation of the Third RSDLP 
Congress in order to rid the Party 
of the crisis caused by the 
Mensheviks' factionalist and de
stabilizing activities. On the wall 
is a photograph showing a gen
eral view of Carouge. 

In their struggle against the 

Mensheviks, and their efforts to 
convene the Third Party Con
gress the Bolsheviks relied on 
their new newspaper, Vperyod 
(Forward). Founded by Lenin, it 
revived the revolutionary tradi 
tions of the Leninist Iskra. The lat
ter paper (as from issue num
ber 52) had fallen into the hands 
of the Mensheviks, who launched 
on its pages a vicious campaign 
against Lenin and the Bolsheviks. 
The first issue of Vperyod, 
printed in Geneva, is on display 
together with an advertisement 
announcing that it was about to 
appear, and with a photograph of 
the editors. Early in December . 
1904, Lenin delivered a series of 
lectures in Paris and some Swiss 
cities on the situation within the 
RSDLP. The money collected at 
these lectures was used to fi
nance the publication of Vpe
ryod. 

The exhibition closes with a 
stand containing Lenin's letters to 
local party organizations and a 
number of party committee reso
lutions in support of his proposal 
for the convocation of a third 
Congress of the RSDLP. 

Room No.4 

THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION 
OF 1905-1907 

Early on the morning of Sun
day, January 9, 1905, a peaceful 
procession of workers from 
St. Petersburg factories marched 
slowly towards the Tsar's resi
dence, the Winter Palace. Carry
ing church banners, icons and 
portraits of the Tsar, they in
tended to present him with a peti
tion asking him to relieve their 
sufferings. Many of the 140 thou
sand marchers brought along 
their wives and children . Outside 
the Palace they were met by a 

line of soldiers, who, following 
the Tsar's orders, opened fire, 
killing more than one thousand 
unarmed petitioners and wound
ing another five thousand. A paint
ing by I. Vladimirov depicting the 
massacre opens the display. 

"Bloody Sunday" as this day be
came known, shook the entire 
country, triggering off a revolu
tion. A collection of photographs. 
showing the mass rallies and pro
test demonstrations that took 
place in major Russian cities in re-
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sponse to the massacre in Peters
burg as well as leaflets calling for 
the overthrow of the autocratic 
regime and for an armed upris
ing, are on view. 

From Geneva Lenin kept a 
close watch over developments 
in Russia and immediately re
sponded to them. Among the ex
hibits is a copy of Issue No. 4 of 
the Bolshevik newspaper Vpe
ryod which carried Lenin's arti
cle, "The Beginning of the Revo
lution in Russia". In it he empha
sizes that on January 9, 1905 the 
working class had been taught a 
lesson in civil war, "the revolu
tionary education of the proletar
iat made more progress in one 
day than it could have made in 
months and years of drab, hum
drum, wretched existence". Next 
to the newspaper is the manu-

Cobble-stone, Weapon of the Proletariat. 
Sculptor I. Shadr, 1927. 

script of another article by Lenin, 
"New Tasks and New Forces", in 
which he sets forth the Party's 
tasks following the outbreak of 
the revolution. He wrote that in 
order to overthrow the tsarist au
tocracy the Party must mobilize 
and unite the proletariat in pre
paration for an armed uprising. 

Lenin considered it was import
ant to study the masses' experi
ence of armed action . He read 
and carefully analyzed what Marx 
and Engels had written on the 
subject of revolutions. He was 
particularly interested in the Paris 
Commune and urged the Russian 
Social -Democrats and progres
sive revolutionary-minded work
ers to study its experience. In 
March 1905 he read a lecture on 
the Paris Commune at a gathering 
of the Russian political emigre co
lony in Geneva. An outline of the 
lecture is to be seen in one of the 
first stands in the room. 

Lenin foresaw that the revolu
tion would inevitably gain mo
mentum. This being so, the Party 
had to decide on what line to take 
and on its tactics. This could only 
be done at a party congress. 
Several stands are devoted to 
Lenin's preparations for a third 
RSDLP Congress: two manu
scripts "A Letter to Party Organi 
zations in Russia" and "A Letter to 
the Zurich Group of Bolsheviks", 
and an editorial note to the "Re
port on the Third Congress of the 
Russian Social-Democratic La
bour Party" in which he lists the 
main points to be discussed at the 
Congress. 

The Third Congress was held 
between April 12 and 27, 1905 in 
London . Lenin took an active part 

in the proceedings. He had 
drawn up a strategic plan and had 
worked out the tactics to be fol
lowed by the Party in a bour
geois-democratic revolution . Un
der this plan, the Russian prole
tariat, allied with the peasantry, 
was to isolate the liberal bour
geoisie and bring off a bourgeois
democratic revolution. Its com
plete victory would clear the way 
for a socialist revolution. Photo
graphs show the Bolshevik del
egates at the Congress. Also on 
display are drafts of the main res
olutions devised by Lenin: on an 
armed uprising, on a provisional 
revolutionary government, and 
on support for the peasants' 
movement. Having decided that 
the organization of an armed up
rising was a task of top priority 
for the Party, the Congress in
structed all party organizations to 
take steps to arm the proletariat, 
and to work out a plan for, and 
lead, an armed uprising. 

Displayed left of the entrance is 
the first edition of Two Tactics of 

The battlesh ip Potemkin. Model. 
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.Social-Democracy in the Demo
cratic Revolution published in 
Russian ir. August 1905 in Mos
cow, St. Petersburg and Geneva. 
In this book Lenin sets forth the 
theoretical basis of the decisions 
passed by the Third RSDLP Con
gress and of Bolshevik strategy 
and tactics in the bourgeois
democratic revolution. Basing 
himself on the founders of scien 
tific communism Marx and En 
gels, Lenin further elaborates the 
thesis of the leading role of the 
proletariat in a bourgeois-demo
cratic revolution, which, he main
tains, must inevitably develop 
into a socialist revolution . Subse
quent events were to prove cor
rect the decisions taken at the 
Congress. 

The photographs and docu
ments in the next section of the 
display relate to the revolutionary 
struggle that was to develop 
throughout Russia in the spring 
and summer of 1905, with mas
sive strikes in major industrial 
cities, unrest among the peasants 
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and the first barricades blocking 
city streets. The Army and Navy 
joined the revolutionary move
ment. There is a photograph of 
the battleship Potemkin whose 
sailors were the first in the Black 
Sea Fleet to mutiny against the 
Tsar. A scale model of the battle
ship stands in the middle of the 
room. Later, Lenin would write 
that the mutiny on the Potemkin 
marked the first occasion on 
which a large unit of the armed 
forces openly sided with the revo
lution and that it was of immense 
importance as the first attempt to 
create the nucleus of a revolution
ary army. 

In October 1905 Russia was 
swept by a general political 
strike. The two million workers 
who took part demanded an end 
to the Tsarist regime and the 
proclamation of a democratic re
public. For the first time in world 
history the striking workers set up 
their own mass organizations: the 
Councils, or Soviets of Workers' 
Deputies. The Soviets were 
highly valued by Lenin as leading 
bodies of the armed uprising and 
as embryos of people's power. 
One of the photographs is of a 
mass rally staged by striking tex
tile workers in lvanovo-Vozne
sensk. The rally elected a Council 
(Soviet) of Representatives which 
was to become a prototype of the 
Soviets of Workers' Deputies. 

Early in November 1905 Lenin 
returned to Petersburg where he 
took charge of the Central and 
Petersburg Bolshevik Commit
tees, addressed Party meetings 
and conferences, met Party activ
ists, contributed to Bolshevik pub 
lications and took part in the pre-

parations for an armed upris
ing. 

On displa9 is a copy of the 
Bolsheviks ' first legal newspaper, 
Novaya Zhizn (The New Life). 
As chief editor Lenin approached 
the outstanding journalists, writ
ers and dedicated Bolshe
viks-M. Olminsky, V. Vorovsky, 
A. Lunacharsky and M . Gorky
with the request that they write 
for the paper. Contributions were 
also received from leading West
European revolutionaries such as 
Rosa Luxemburg, Karl Lieb
knecht, Marcel Cachin, Paul La
fargue, and others. 

A talented journalist and editor 
Lenin understood his reader. His 
writing was always precise and 
he had a brilliant grasp of how 
best to make a point. Thirteen of 
his articles were published in 
Novaya zhizn. The issue on view 
contains a key work-"Party Orga
nisation and Party Literature"-in 
which Lenin substantiates his 
principle of party commitment in 
literature. This principle, he in 
sists, should become part and 
parcel of the common proletarian 
cause and serve millions of work
ing people. 

A show-case in the middle of 
the room contains copies of 
newspapers printed by the 
Bolsheviks in the towns of Central 
Russia and the outlying pro
vinces. By the wall nearby is a 
scale model of an illegal printing 
press set up at a fruitseller's in 
Lesnaya Street in Moscow. 

The Revolution culminated in 
an armed uprising in Moscow in 
December 1905. For nine days 
several thousand workers put up 
a heroic struggle against a supe-

ri or force of police and govern
ment troops. The insurgents were 
supported by workers in many 
other industrial centres. A map 
shows the location of the fighting 
round the barricades in Moscow 
and other cities. Visitors can also 
see a slides show on the Moscow 
uprising. 

Though the uprising was 
crushed, it had a tremendous im
pact. Lenin noted that the "un
matched heroism of the Moscow 
workers provided the toiling 
masses of Russia with a model in 
the struggle" to emulate. 

After the defeat of the uprising 
the country was still in the grip of 
political strikes, peasant unrest 
and revolts and mutinies in the 
Army and Navy. Against this 
background and under the guid
ance of Lenin the RSDLP held its 
Fourth (Unity) and Fifth Con
gresses. During the heated de
bate with the Menshevik opposi 
tion the Party worked out specific 
methods enabling the masses to 
continue their struggle in the al
tered circumstances. In the 
stands relating to this period 
there are photographs of the Peo
ple's House in Stockholm where 
the Fourth Congress was held in 
April 1906 and of a Reformed 
church building In suburban Lon
don where delegates gathered for 
the Fifth Congress in May 
1907. 

Lenin had to lead the Party and 
the revolutionary struggle of the 
working class in difficult condi
tions . Hunted by the police who 
had orders to arrest him at any 
cost he went into hiding . Late in 
the summer of 1906 he moved to 
Vaza cottage, Kuokkala, Finland. 
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The cottage, which was rented by 
a comrade, stood by itself on the 
edge of a wood, which made it 
very suitable for underground ac
tivities. Lenin lived here on and 
off until December 1907. From 
Kuokkala he sometimes went sec
retly to Petersburg. In August 
1907 he attended the Seventh 
Congress of the Second Interna
tional in Stuttgart as one of the 
RSDLP delegates sent by the 
Party's Central Committee. In
cluded among the exhibits is a 
photograph of the Congress 
meeting in Stuttgart. 

The last section of the exhibi
tion is devoted to the significance 
and influence of the 1905 Russian 
Revolution throughout the world . 
It had a considerable impact on 
the growth in revolutionary activi
ties of workers and peasants in 
many countries and led to an up
surge in the national liberation 
movement in the colonial coun
tries in the East. A map to the 
right of the entrance shows coun
tries in Europe, Asia and Latin 
America where revolutionary up
surge was triggered off by the 
1905-1907 events In Russia. Of ex
ceptional interest are the copies of 
contemporary Social-Democratic 
newspapers (mounted on a re
volving stand near the map)-L 'Hu
manite (France), Nepszava (Hun
gary) and Rabotnicheski vestnik 
(Bulgaria)-which have high praise 
for the valiant Russian workers. 

"Without the 'dress rehearsal' 
of 1905, the victory of the Oc
tober Revolution in 1917 would 
have been impossible," Lenin 
wrote. 



Room No.5 

EFFORTS TO STRENGTHEN 
THE PARTY IN THE YEARS 
OF THE REACTIONARY BACKLASH. 
LENIN'S DEFENCE 
AND FURTHER DEVELOPMENT 
OF MARXISM 
(1907-1910) 

After it had suppressed the Re
volution, the Tsarist government 
lashed out at the working-class 
movement and the Party. The 
photographs left of the entrance 
are of Felix Dzerzhinsky, Yakov 
Sverdlov, Grigory Ordjonikidze, 
Sergei Kirov, Mikhail Kalinin, Mi 
khail Frunze and others who were 
jailed or deported at that time. In 
accordance with a decision taken 
by the Bolshevik centre, Lenin 
secretly left Russia for Stockholm . 

He had to board ship from an is
land in the Gulf of Finland. It was 
December, and in order to reach 
the island he had to walk across 
thin ice. At a certain point, the ice 
began to crack: it was by a hair's 
breadth that Lenin escaped 
drowning. The crossing is the 
subject of a painting by A. Rylov 
hung in this room . 

Awaiting Krupskaya's arrival in 
Stockholm, Lenin toured the 
sights of the city, and at the Royal 

The house in Rue Marie· 
Rose in Paris where Lenin 
and Krupskaya lived from 
1909 to 1912. 

Library read and made notes on 
books banned in Russia. Joined 
by his wife, Lenin set off with her 
to Geneva where he resumed the 
publication of the Proletary (The 
Proletarian), a leading Bolshevik 
newspaper. The first few stands 
in the room display the articles he 
contributed to the Proletary in
cluding "Revolution and Counter
Revolution7, "The Third Duma", 
"On the Assessment of the Rus
sian Revolution" and others writ
ten to sum up the experience of 
the Revolution of 1905-1907 and 
to outline prospects for the revo
lutionary struggles. At that time 
Lenin went deeply into the agrar
ian question which determined 
the historical and national charac
teristics of the revolution in a 
country like Russia in which the 
peasant population · predomi
nated. On show are Lenin's man
uscript of "The Agrarian Question 
in Russia at the End of the 19th 
Century" and an abstract he 
made of his book The Agrarian 
Programme of the Social-Demo
crats in the First Russian Revolu
tion of 1905-1907. He prepared 
this abstract in the summer of 
1908 at the request of the Polish 
Social -Democrats. It was pub
lished in their journal, PrzeglC}d 
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Socjaldemokratyczny in Polish. 
The book itself, which was 
printed in Petersburg in 1908, 
never reached the reader be
cause it was destroyed on the in
structions of the tsarist cen
sors. 

In the years of the post-Revolu
tionary reaction Lenin worked 
hard to preserve the Party and 
build up its links with the Russian 
working class. Among the exhi
bits in the room are photographs 
and documents relating to the 
Fifth All-Russia RSDLP Confer
ence held in Paris late in Decem
ber 1908. In its resolutions, the 
Conference stressed the import
ance of effectively combining ille
gal and legal methods of work. It 
condemned the opportunist tac
tics of the Mensheviks who had 
rejected the revolutionary pro
gramme of the Second Congress. 
These Mensheviks became 
known as the "Liquidators" be
cause they sought dissolution (li
quidation) of the underground 
party cells and the discontinua
tion of all underground activi 
ties. 

On view is a photograph of the 
house where the Conference del
egates convened and another of 
4 Rue Marie-Rose where Lenin 
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and his wife rented a flat between 
July 1909 and June 1912. They 
moved here after the Proletary 's 
editorial office had been shifted 
from Geneva to Paris. The flat be
came the centre for all sorts of 
meetings and debates. Lenin of
ten put up his comrades, under
ground Party workers, who had 
secretly fled from Russia . Today, 
the house has been turned into a 

Sculptural portrait of Lenin by Aronson. 

museum by the French Commun
ists. 

In Paris Lenin studied the 
French working-class movement. 
He visited Paul Lafargue and his 
wife Laura, daughter of Karl 
Marx, in Draveilles, twenty ki
lometres from Paris. A waterco
lour of the Lafargues' house by 
Frederick Longuet can be seen 
among a row of photographs at 
the end of the display. Wh.ile liv-

ing in Paris, Lenin gave lectures 
and made speeches both in the 
capital and in other French cities. 
He spoke on the Paris Commune 
and the situation in Russia and in 
the Party . Posters announcing his 
public appearances are on dis
play. A photograph shows Lenin 
visiting Maxim Gorky in April 
1908 on the Mediterranean island 
of Capri where the ailing writer 
was staying. Lenin made friends 
with Capri fishermen with whom 
he often went fishing. 

In those years Lenin worked 
hard to counter the spread of 
reactionary ideology and to cut 
the ground from under the at
tempts to revise the philosophical 
foundations of Marxism. In May 
1909 he published his book, Ma
terialism and Empirio-Criticism. 
Critical Comments on a Reaction
ary Philosophy under the pen
name of VI. llyin. While writing it 
he read hundreds of books on 
philosophy and the natural 
sciences, especially physics, in 
German, French and English. A 
copy of the first edition of Materi
alism and Empirio-Criticism is on 
view in the centre of the wall op
posite the entrance. Some of the 
source books he studied are exhi
bited in display cases. 

In Materialism and Empirio-Cri
ticism, Lenin analyses the non
Marxist, idealistic philosophy. He 
exposes the latest techniques 
used by the exponents of idealism 
to defend their doctrine and then 
sets forth and further develops 
the key points in Marxist philoso
phy. His arguments are still suc
cessfully used by Communist 
parties to oppose modern non
Communist philosophies, philoso-

phical revisionism and dogmatic 
interpretations of Marxism. 

In special albums to the left and 
right of the first edition there are 
photocopies of separate pages of 
Lenin 's book. Some of the books 
he read for, and quoted in Materi
alism and Empirio-Criticism are 
displayed on shelves on another 
wa ll. Also in this part of the room 
are photographs of the libraries in 
Paris and Geneva and a scale 
model of the British Museum's 
reading room where Lenin 
worked on Materialism and Em
pirio-Criticism. There are photo
graphs of Lenin's elder sister 
Anna and the Bolsheviks M. T. Yel 
izarov and I. I. Skvortsov-Stepa
nov who helped with the publica
tion of the book. 

The last section in the room is 
devoted to materials relating to a 
meeting held under Lenin 's chair
manship, in Paris in the summer 
of 1909 of the enlarged editorial 
board of the Proletary newspa
per. The delegates spoke out 
against the anti-Party sentiment 
among some Party members de
pressed by the political reaction 
in Russia. These members be
came known as Otzovists be
cause they demanded that the 
Party recall (otozvat) its deputies 
from the State Duma (Parliament). 
They also sought to draw the 
Party away from working within 
legal working -class organizations. 
The Proletary meeting stressed 
that the Bolshevik Party had no
thing in common with the Otzov
ists, and they urged Party mem
bers to wage on unremitting 
struggle against them. Lenin's 
manuscripts in this section ex
pose the treacherous stand taken 
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by Trotsky who sought to unite 
the revolutionaries and the oppor
tunists within a single party and 
spread Centrist ideas and tolerant 
attitudes to the opportunists 
within the Party. 

The items in the last stand in 
the room relate to Lenin's work 
on uniting the Left-wing forces in 
the international working -class 
movement, and to his participa
tion in the International Socialist 
Bureau of the Second Interna
tional* and its Congresses. In a 
photograph in the top row of ma
terials on display is a view of Co
penhagen where Lenin attended 
the Eighth Congress of the Sec
ond International, and worked at 
the Royal Library, mostly reading 
books on Denmark's agriculture. 
The photograph placed next is a 
view of Stockholm where Lenin 
reported on the Copenhagen 
Congress at meetings of a group 
assisting the RSDLP. It was also in 
Stockholm in August and Septem
ber 1910 that Lenin saw, for the 
last time, his mother Maria Alex
androvna who had come spe
cially from Russia to meet her 
son . She died in St. Petersburg in 
July 1916. 



Room No.6 

A NEW UPSURGE 
IN THE REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENT 
(1910-1914) 

The first section in the room is 
devoted to the main features of 
Russia's economic and political 
development in 1910-1914. In a 
stand to the left is a copy of 
Lenin's article "The Beginning of 
Demonstrations", in which he 
wrote, 'The phase of the total 
domination of the Black-Hundred 
reaction has come to an end . The 
phase of a new upsurge is begin 
ning ... . In the first Russian Revo
lution the proletariat taught the 
masses to fight for freedom, in 
the second revolution it must lead 

them to victory! " 
The new upsurge in the revolu

tionary movement occurred in a 
changed economic situation . A 
diagram "The Main Indices of an 
Industrial Boom in Russia" shows 
that a period of depression was 
succeeded by a recovery in the 
main industries. 

The conditions prevailing in 
Russia in 1910-1914 turned the 
working class into a decisive 
forr.e in the fight against Tsarism 
and capitalism. The diagram, 
"The Strike Movement in Russia 

in 1910-1914" shows that whereas 
in 1910 there were only 
222 strikes, eight of them politi
cal, in 1914 there were 3,534, 
2,401 of them political. 

Apart from encouraging the 
workers in their fight against the 
exploiters, the economic and poli 
t ical strikes also roused the pea
santry to action . Lenin carefully 
analysed the situation in which 
the peasants found themselves af
ter the so-called Stolypin agrarian 
reform which in effect did no
thing to change the appalling 
conditions in which an overwhel 
ming majority of them lived. In 
his articles, "The Last Valve", "Big 
Landlord and Small Peasant Lan 
downership in Russia", and 
"What Is Happening in the Coun
tryside?" (copies of which are on 
display) Lenin analyses the peas
ants' situation following the re
form . 

With the rise in the revolution 
ary movement, a working-class 
party could play a decisive role . 
However, the RSDLP was bitterly 
divided between the Bolsheviks 
on the one hand, and the Liquida
tors, the Conciliators and 
Trotsky, on the other. 

Lenin exposes the divisive ac
tivities launched by the anti -Party 
groups and trends and lays bare 
the sources of Trotskyism in his 
articles, "The Historical Meaning 
of the Inner-Party Struggle in Rus
sia", "The New Faction of Concil 
iators, or the Virtuous", and "Ju
das Trotsky's Blush of Shame" 
(copies are on display). 

Forming part of the exhibition 
is an original copy of the first is
sue (December 16, 1910) of the 
Zvezda (The Star) newspaper 
containing Lenin's article, "Differ-
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ences in the European Labour 
Movement" in which he de
scribes the main deviations both 
in practice and theory from Marx
ism. Among the deviationists, he 
lists the revisionists, the oppor
tunists and the reformists on the 
one hand, and anarchists, and an
archo-synd lcalists on the other. 
He shows that these deviations 
were rooted in the structure of 
capitalist society and in the devel
opment of the class struggle. 

There are also photostat copies 
of newspapers published abroad, 
and In Petersburg and Moscow in 
1908-1912. These publications
Rabochaya gazeta (The Workers' 
Gazette), Sotsial-Democrat, 
Zvezda, and Nevskaya zvezda 
(The Neva Star), and the journals, 
Mys/ (The Thought) and Pros
veshcheniye (The Enlighten 
ment)-carried Lenin's articles in 
which he urges all true Party sup
porters to strengthen their unity 
in order to protect Marxism, to 
combat the Liquidators and the 
Otzovists and to put an end to the 
crisis in the Party. 

Above the first stand left of the 
entrance hangs a photograph of a 
house in the Paris suburb of Long 
jumeau. A Party school set up in 
the house on Lenin's initiative in 
the spring of 1911 trained revolu
tionary workers to become pro
fessional Party leaders. It also 
played a tremendous role in con 
solidating Party organizations on 
the Bolshevist principles. Lenin 
read most of the lectures. 

To commemorate Lenin's stay 
in Longjumeau, the French Com
munists have put up a plaque on 
the wall of No. 91 (at the corner of 
La Rue de l'Ecole and La Grand 
Rue), which is inscribed as fol -



Lenin . 1910. 

lows: "In 1911 V. l.Lenin, theoreti
cian and leader of the world Com
munist movement and founder of 
the Soviet Union lived and 
worked here." 

The display in Room 6 is cen
tred round materials relating to 
the Fourth (Prague) All-Russia 
RSDLP Conference. On the upper 
part of the central wall is a big 
photograph of Prague. There is 
another photograph (in a stand) of 
the People's House in Hybernska 
Street in which the conference 
delegates met on January 5-17, 
1912. There is also a scale model 
of the room where the delegates 
held their meetings. 

At Lenin's suggestion the Con
ference declared itself a supreme 
Party body having the right to set 
up leading centres invested with 
full powers. As such, its task was 
to restore the local Party organi
zations. Lenin addressed the del
egates with a report, "The Tasks 
of the Party in the Present Situa
tion". The Conference passed a 
resolution (on display) which 
called on all revolutionary forces 
to rally under the Bolshevik ban
ner. 

The Conference expelled the 
Menshevik Liquidators from the 
Party, thus putting an end to the 
formal alliance with the Menshe
viks. In February 1912, after the 
Conference Lenin wrote to 
Maxim Gorky, "We have finally 
succeeded-in spite of the liquida
tionist scoundrels-in reviving the 
Party and its Central Committee. I 
hope you will be as glad of this as 
we are." 

The delegates passed a number 
of resolutions on international 
and national liberation move
ments and elected the Party 's 
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Central Committee. Photographs 
of Central Committee mem
bers-V. I. Lenin, F. I. Goloshcho
kin, G. K. Ordjonikidze, S.S. Span
daryan and others-are on view in 
a stand. 

In June 1912 Lenin, Krupskaya 
and her mother moved from Paris 
to Cracow, which was then part 
of Austria-Hungary.• In a letter 
(displayed in a special stand) 
Lenin explains to Gorky the rea 
sons for this decision, "You ask 
why I am in Austria . The C.C. has 
organized a Bureau here (be
tween ourselves): the frontier is 
close by, we make use of it, it's 
nearer to Petersburg, we get the 
papers here on the third day, it's 
become far easier to write to the 
papers there, co-operation with 
them goes better." 
Workers Reading Pravda. Sculptors 
R. Taurit, V. lsayeva, 1940. 
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In the two years that Lenin 
stayed in Cracow the city became 
the Bolsheviks' ideological and 
organizational centre. The Cen
tral Committee did most of its 
work in Cracow which was vi 
sited by Party activists, and direc
tives were sent from there to 
Party organizations in Russia . 

There are photographs of the 
house where Lenin and his family 
lived in 1912-1914: 218 Zwierzy
niec (now Kr61owej jadwigi) 
Street, 47 Lubomirskiego (now 
Andrzeja Modrzewskiego) Street, 
and the house in Bialy Dunajec 
near Poronin where Lenin stayed 
in the summer of 1913 and in 
1914. To commemorate Lenin's 
stay in Poland, museums have 
been set up in Cracow and Por
onin, and memorial plaques put 
on the houses in which he lived 
and worked . 

In the situation of a revolution 
ary upswing, the Bolshevik news
papers began to play a more 
significant role . On April 22, 1912 
the first issue of Pravda (Truth) 
came out. Lenin was heart and 
soul of the newspaper, its ideo
logical leader and its editor-in 
chief. Original copies of the 
newspaper are displayed on a 
central stand. Pravda printed 
more than 280 of his articles and 

Entrance to the house in 
Longjumeau, France, 
where there was a Party 
school directed by Lenin. 

other contributions. It was pro
duced with money from workers 
whose love and trust it had 
aroused . The paper was closed 
down eight times, and every time 
it resumed publication under dif
ferent names, such as Rabochaya 
pravda, Severnaya pravda, and 
Za pravdu. Original copies of the 
newspaper are on display to
gether with photographs of 
Pravda's editors and other mem
bers of its staff. The sculpture 
Workers Reading "Pravda" is by 
R. Taurit and V. lsayeva. 

The exhibition continues with 
items on Lenin's guidance of the 
Bolshevik deputies in the Fourth 
State Duma• (Parliament). He con
stantly directed their activities, 
kept up a regular correspon 
dence with them, met them, ad
vised them and sketched outlines 
of their speeches. 

On view is the original of "The 
RSDLP Election Platform" written 
by Lenin and other manuscripts 
of his works: "Concerning Cer
tain Speeches by the Workers' 
Deputies", "The Question of the 
(General) Agrarian Policy of the 
Present Government", and "On 
the Question of National Policy" . 
There are also a number of photo
graphs of Bolshevik-deputies who 
carried out important propaganda 

and organizational work among 
the masses. 

A. Moravov's painting, The 
Lena Massacre, hangs in this 
room. On April 4, 1912 govern
ment soldiers opened fire at un
armed workers who were on 
strike at the Lena Goldfields in Si
beria demanding higher pay and 
better working conditions. The 
shootings gave a powerful impe
tus to the revolutionary move
ment in Russia . The Bolshevik 
press spread the news of the 
tragic events throughout the 
country. In his article, "The Revo
lutionary Upswing", published in 
the Sotsial-Demokrat newspaper, 
Lenin wrote: "The Lena shootings 
led to the revolutionary temper of 
the masses developing into a re
volutionary upswing of the 
masses." 

In December 1912 and in the 
autumn of 1913, on Lenin's initia
tive, the Central Committee held 
a series of meetings attended by 
Party activists in order to decide 
on the next set of tasks to be tack
led by the Party. The meetings 
strengthened the Party and con 
solidated its unity. In the "Notice" 
released by the RSDLP Central 
Committee to announce the 
meeting in Cracow, Lenin de
scribed 1912 as marking a histori 
cal turning point in the working
class movement in Russia . It was 
a year when the Bolshevik Party 
became stronger and increased 
its influence. In that year Russia 
had more strikes than any other 
advanced country; it had entered 
the climactic period of the new 
revolution. 

The Cracow meeting concen 
trated on efforts to build up the 
Party and achieve greater unity in 
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the working-class movement. 
"The unity of all trends and 
shades in the illegal organisation 
is absolutely necessary. Appeal 
for such unity," Lenin wrote in his 
theses "On the Attitude to Liqui 
dationism and on Unity" (manu 
script on display). 

The Cracow meeting gave 
Party organizations specific in 
structions on how to guide the 
working -class movement in con 
ditions of an impending, new re
volution . 

In the spring of 1913 Krupsk
aya's health took a turn for the 
worse and in May she and Lenin 
took a holiday in the village of Bi 
aly Dunajec, near the Polish town 
of Poronin. Here, in the summer 
of 1913 and 1914 they stayed in 
the house of a peasant woman, 
Teresa Skupier'l . On view is an en
larged photo of Lenin taking a 
walk in the vicinity of Zakopane 
in the summer of 1914. 

The holiday in Bialy Dunajec 
did not improve Lenin 's wife's 
health and, in June 1913, they 
went to Berne, Switzerland, to 
consult a specialist. In August 
they returned to Poronin where in 
the autumn of 1913 the Central 
Committee had a conference with 
Party activists . The conference 
passed a number of documents 
drawn up by Lenin : "Resolution 
on the Organisational Question 
and on the Party Congress", "The 
Tasks of Agitation in the Present 
Situation", and "On the Party 
Press". 

The other items shown here il
lustrate Lenin's work in further 
developing Party theory and its 
programme on the national ques
tion . By that time this matter had 
become particularly urgent, since 
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the capitalists and landowners 
were intent on stirring up national 
strife so as to split the working 
class. This created a threat to the 
international working-class unity 
which the Bolsheviks had always 
worked for. 

A resolution (a copy of which is 
on view) passed at the Poronin 
meeting on the national question 
says that the "interests of the 
working class demand the amal
gamation of the workers of all na
tionalities of a given state in 
united proletarian organisations
political, trade union, co-opera
tive, educational, etc." Other ex
hibits in this section include 
Lenin's articles "Critical Remarks 
on the National Question", "The 
Right of Nations to Self-Determi
nation" and a number of other 
works in which he elaborates on 
the Marxist programme on the 
national question. Explaining the 
Party's policy on nationalities, 
Lenin treats the nationality ques
tion as part of the whole problem 
of the revolution, as a problem of 
the proletarians ' allies in the fight 
for democracy, dictatorship of 
the proletariat and socialism. 

In "Critical Remarks on the Na
tional Question" (1913) Lenin con
cludes that historically there were 
two tendencies in the national 
question under capitalism. One 
dominated at the time when capi
talism was still in the making. This 
trend manifested itself in the 
awakening of national life and na
tional movements, in opposition 
to any national oppression and in 
the establishment of one-nation 
states . The other tendency is 
characteristic of monopoly capi
talism. It is marked by the devel 
opment of relations between na-

tions, the forcible breaking down 
of barriers between nations, and 
the establishment of international 
unity in the economy, politics, 
science, etc. 

The Bolshevik programme on 
the national question took ac
count of both trends. On the one 
hand it proclaimed the complete 
equality of nations and languages, 
maintained that no one nation 
should be given privileges at the 
expense of another, and insisted 
on a nation's right to self-determi
nation including the right to se
cede and to independent state
hood. On the other hand it 
proclaimed the principle of inter
nationalism and declared war on 
bourgeois nationalism. 

Another exhibit is a wooden 
scale model of the house in Por
onin where the RSDLP Central 
Committee held its conference in 
September 1913. 

The relief map at the end of the 
display shows the location of the 
Party organizations and illustrates 
the working-class movement in 
the years of the revolutionary up
heaval of 1910-July 1914. As the 
revolutionary movement grew, 
more than a million and a half 
workers went on strike in the first 
six months of 1914, with disputes 
over pay and working conditions 
interspersed with political wal
kouts . The country was advan
cing towards a new revolution . 
The Bolsheviks were making pre
parations for another Congress 
but their plans were foiled by the 
outbreak of World War I in the 
summer of 1914. All their previ
ous revolutionary activities had 
prepared the Bolsheviks led by 
Lenin to withstand the severe tri 
als of the world war. 

Rooms Nos. 7-8 

THE PARTY 
IN WORLD WAR I 
AND THE FEBRUARY REVOLUTION 
OF 1917 
(1914-FEBRUARY 1917) 

When the war broke out Lenin 
was in Poronin. He was arrested 
on a false denunciation by the 
Austrian authorities and impri
soned in the town of Nowy Targ . 
The stand to the left of the en
trance displays M. Sokolov's wa
tercolour, depicting Krupskaya 
visiting Lenin in prison, as 
well as a photograph of the 
prison cell in which Lenin spent 
eleven days. After his release 
Lenin left for Berne. On view in 
this room are a number of articles 

he wrote at the time including 
"The Tasks of Revolutionary So
cial-Democracy in the European 
War", "The Position and Tasks of 
the Socialist International", and 
"On the National Pride of the 
Great Russians". These articles 
reveal the attitude adopted by 
Lenin and the Bolsheviks towards 
an imperialist war. Lenin de
nounced World War I for its plun
derous nature, defined its causes 
and formulated the tasks the war 
set before the Social-Democrats. 



Lenin. 1914. 

A picture in the room shows a 
summer cottage in Ozerki near 
Petrograd 1 where the Party held 
an All -Russia conference in No
vember 1914 to discuss Lenin's 
articles on Bolshevik tactics in a 
war situation. A special display is 
devoted to "The War and Russian 
Social -Democracy", a manifesto 
issued by the RSDLP Central 
Committee. The Bolsheviks con 
demned the war as imperialist, 
predatory and unjust. Lenin in
sisted that the imperialist conflict 
should be turned into a civil war. 
In effect, this was a call for a re
volution . In the manifesto Lenin 
urges the Social -Democrats to 
work for the defeat of "their 
own", i.e. Tsarist government in 
the imperialist war: "From the 
standpoint of the working class 
and of the toiling masses of all the 
nations of Russia, the defeat of 
the tsarist monarchy . .. would be 
the lesser evil. " This, he writes, 
would undoubtedly make it easier 
for the people to overthrow Tsar
ism. The tactics of defeating 
one's own government in a pred 
atory war were aimed at turning it 
into a war waged by the op
pressed against the oppressors 
and would lead eventually to the 
victory of the revolution. In the 
manifesto Lenin calls on the revo 
lutionary Marxist parties to set up 
a Third International free of op
portunists to replace the Second 
International which was a fail 
ure. 

The Bolshevik deputies in the 
State Duma actively opposed the 
war describing it as imperialist. In 

1 In August 1914 St. Petersbµ rg was 
re-named Petrograd . 

53 

November 1914 they were ar
rested and in February 1915 put 
on trial. A photograph above one 
of the stands shows the Bolshevik 
deputies of the Fourth State 
Duma G. I. Petrovsky, F. N. Samoi 
lov, M . K. Muranov, A. Ye. Bad 
ayev, and N. R. Shagov. Also on 
view is an article, "What Has 

. Been Revealed by the Trial of the 
Russian Social-Democratic La
bour Duma Group", in which 
Len in shows that thanks to the 
trial the Bolshevik political slo- ' 
gans had reached the broade~ 
sections of the population. 

The war was a severe test for 
political parties, a test of their loy
alty to the interests of the work
ing class and the cause of the so
cialist revolution . 

Mounted on the central wall 
are manuscripts of Lenin's works, 
"Opportunism and the Collapse 
of the Second International", 
"Kautsky, Axelrod and Martov
True Internationalists", "What 
Next?", and "Under the False 
Flag" in which he exposes inter
national opportunism, social 
chauvinism and Centrism . He 
condemns the opportunists ' 
treacherous actions and the 
shameful deals they had con
tracted with the bourgeoisie. In 
his articles of those years Lenin 
notes that as an international as
sociation of socialist parties the 
Second International had virtually 
ceased to exist with the start of 
the war: it had disintegrated into 
isolated social-chauvinist organi 
zations which joined forces with 
their national bourgeoisie. He 
points out that as an organized 
tool operating on behalf of the 
bourgeoisie within the working-
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class movement, opportunism 
had turned into the proletariat's 
principal enemy. In "What Next?" 
(on display) he writes that the op
portunists were bourgeois en
emies of a proletarian revolution 
who secretly pursued their activi 
ties inside the workers' parties in 
peacetime and who became un 
disguised allies to the entire bour
geoisie at a time of crisis . From 
this he concludes that "the prole
tariat's unity in the struggle for 
the socialist revolution is its grea
test weapon . " 

In "An Appeal on the War" and 
"Socialism and War" (exhibited 
here) he reveals the essence and 
aims of the world war. He devel 
ops the Marxist doctrine on wars 
and on the socialists' attitude to 
wars, stressing that there was an 
inevitable link between war and 
the class struggle of the proletar
iat. In formulating their stand as 
regards war from a class point of 
view the Marxists-Leninists re
cognize the justice and the pro
gressive character of revolution
ary, national liberation wars 
fought to overthrow the bour
geoisie and for the victory of the 
socialist revolution . The message 
of the collection in the room can 
best be summed up in the follow
ing quotation from Marx which is 
prominently displayed: "An alli
ance between the workers of the 
world will finally root out all 
war." 

On the wall left of the entrance 
is a photograph of a group of del
egates who attended a confer
ence of the RSDLP's foreign sec
tions in Berne in February 1915. 
Displayed next to it are the 
agenda and materials of the con -

ference published in a copy of 
the Sotsial-Demokrat newspaper 
dated March 29, 1915. The Berne 
conference, which was important 
for the entire Party, produced a 
platform uniting all the revolution
ary internationalists in the world 
working-class movement. It also 
decided on specific measures to 
be taken in order to turn the im
perialist war into a civil war. 

In defining the policy of a 
Marxist party towards war, the 
Bolsheviks went beyond mere 
declarations of their intent. They 
launched into active underground 
secret revolutionary work among 
workers, soldiers, and sailors. In 
a letter (on display), Lenin wrote 
to A. G. Shlyapnikov, a Central 
Committee representative with 
special powers of authority, that 
"the Party's work has become a 
hundredfold more difficult, and 
yet we shall do it! Pravda has edu
cated thousands of conscientious 
workers out of whom, in spite of 
all difficulties, another team of 
leaders will be formed as a Rus
sian Central Committee for the 
party. " 

On view in the same section of 
the room is an article, "Several 
Theses" in which Lenin provides 
brief answers to key questions 
which had arisen in the revolu
tionary movement. He also out
lines the tasks facing a proletarian 
party in Russia at war. Answering 
a question about what the Party 
would do were the revolution to 
put it in power in the present war, 
Lenin wrote, " ... we would pro
pose peace to all the belligerents 
on the condition that freedom is 
given to the colonies and all the 
peoples that are dependent, op-

pressed and deprived of rights ." 
This is exactly how Lenin 's Party 
saw its internationalist duty in the 
diffi cult conditions of war time. It 
showed all working-class parties 
how to fight for the interests of 
the working class, the working 
masses. 

The exhibits in Room 7 illus
trate how the Bolshevik Party, led 
by Lenin, worked for the unity of 
the workers of the world. An ur
gent task at the time was to set up 
a Third International. With this 
aim in mind, Lenin entered into a 
correspondence with Left-wing 
socialists in Bulgaria, Holland, 
Sweden, Norway and other coun
tries. On view are photographs of 
prominent internationalist social
ists and international working
class leaders. 

Of great significance for the 
Bolsheviks' efforts to create the 
Third International were two in 
ternational socialist conferences 
in Zimmerwald and in Kienthal in 
Switzerland. The village of Zim
merwald, a view of which can be 
seen in one of the stands, was the 
venue for the first international 
Socialist Conference on August 
23-26, 1915. The Conference 
passed a manifesto (on view) urg 
ing a fight for peace. Although it 
suffered from inconsistencies and 
left out some vital points, Lenin 
signed it since it was " .. . a step 
forward towards a real struggle 
against opportunism, towards a 
rupture with it." The Conference 
showed that the ideas of the Rus
sian revolutionary Marxists found 
ever increasing recognition 
among Western socialists. 

The Left-wing revolutionary 
forces were united still closer by 
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the second international Socialist 
Conference held in April 1916 in 
the village of Kienthal. The del
egates focussed on the proposals 
of the Bolshevik Central Commit
tee whose members directly 
linked the problems of peace with 
a socialist revolution. 

Although it voted against the 
Bolshevik proposals for the impe
rialist war to be turned into a civil 
war, for the governments in each 
belligerent country to be de
feated, and for a Third Interna
tional to be set up, the Confer
ence brought about greater unity 
among the internationalists on the 
ideological basis of Marxism-Len
inism. It was another step to
wards rupture with the social
chauvinists. 

Schweizerbund Cafe in Bern, Switzerland . 
A conference of the RSDLP section abroad 
was held there in February-March, 1915. 
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Cover of Imperialism, the Highest Stage of 
Capitalism. The 1917 edition was entitled 
Imperialism, the Latest Stage of 
Capitalism. 

On display are photographs of 
Berne and Zurich where Lenin 
and his wife spent three years. 
Life was hard as most of their 
earnings were royalties from 
Lenin's writings, and it was al 
most impossible to publish politi
cal, anti -war articles or books. He 
wrote, "Personally, I cannot earn 
much enough. Without that mon
ey I can just lie down and die. 
Things are hellishly expensive, 
and there is nothing to live on ." 

Lenin and his wife lived mod
estly and were content with sim
ple furniture and clothes. Dis
played in a stand are some 
objects that belonged to Lenin 
and his wife during their time as 
emigres-an ink-well, a glass and 
glass-holder, a spoon for making 
tea and table knives . 

Early in 1916 they moved from 
Berne to Zurich . There they 
stayed with the family of a shoe
maker, Kammerer, until April 
1917. It was quite an international 
household . The Kammerers, both 

Swiss, lived in two rooms; the oc
cupants of a third room were the 
wife of a German soldier and her 
children, an Italian rented a 
fourth , and some Austrian actors 
a fifth room. The sixth room was 
let to the Russians, Lenin and 
Krupskaya. A memorial plaque 
which reads, "LENIN, leader of 
the Russian Revolution, lived here 
between February 21, 1916 and 
April 2, 1917" has been put up by 
the Zurich Municipal Council on 
the fac;ade of the house beneath 
the windows of the room occu
pied by Lenin and his wife. 

Apart from being a leader of 
the revolutionary movement in 
those war years, Lenin also con
tributed to revolutionary theory. 
The stands in the left half of the 
room are dedicated to Imperial
ism, the Highest Stage of Capital
ism, a theoretical book whose 
writing involved the study of a 
large amount of literature and sta
tistics. On display are copies of 
books which Lenin read while 
writing the above work : he made 
notes from 148 books and 232 ar
ticles all told . His preparatory ma
terials which were subsequently 
published under the title, Note
books on Imperialism, amount to 
800 pages of text and reveal 
Lenin 's method of research and 
his approach to his subject. 

He began work on Imperialism 
early in 1916. Among the items in 
these stands are the plan and 
rough copies of the book, and 
postcards Lenin sent to his sister 
Maria Ulyanova and to his pub
lisher M. N. Pokrovsky. In the Pre
face to the Russian edition dated 
April 26, 1917 Lenin warned that 
Imperialism was written in an 

allegorical manner " ... to which 
tsarism compelled all revolutiona
ries to have recourse whenever 
they took up the pen to write a 
' legal' work." 

In the Preface to the 1920 
French and German editions, 
Lenin wrote, " Imperialism is the 
eve of the social revolution of the 
proletariat." The quotation has 
been chosen as the motto for this 

section of the room. Also on dis
play are pages from Lenin 's man 
uscript of Imperialism. The book 
analyses in great detail for the 
first time the economic essence 
of imperialism as the highest and 
last stage of capitalism . Lenin de
fines imperialism as monopoly 
capitalism: parasitic, rotting and 
dying . He describes the condi
tions for its collapse and speaks 
about the necessity for and the in
evitability of the replacement of 
capitalism by socialism. 

Exhibited in the right part of the 
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room are various materials in 
which Lenin develops the doc
trine of the socialist revolution, its 
content, motive forces and condi 
tions and forms of its develop
ment. Among the items on dis
play is "On the Slogan for a 
United States of Europe", an arti
cle written in August 1915. In it, 
proceeding from the law he dis
covered about the unequal eco-

nomic and political development 
of capitalism at its imperialist 
stage, Lenin concludes that in
itially socialism could only tri
umph in a few or perhaps even 
only in one capitalist country . He 
further evolves this thesis in an 
other article he wrote in the au 
tumn of 1916, "The Military Pro
gramme of the Proletarian Revo
lution" . Yet another article com
pleted in the autumn of 1916, "A 
Caricature of Marxism and 'Impe
rialist Economism'" describes the 
many ways for transition to social -
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ism. Lenin stresses that "all na
tions will arrive at socialism-this 
is inevitable, but all will do so in 
not exactly the same way, each 
will contribute something of its 
own to some form of democracy, 
to some variety of the dictator
ship of the proletariat, to the vary
ing rate of socialist transforma
tions in the different aspects of 
social life". 

In "The Collapse of the Second 

of the revolutionary class to take 
massive revolutionary actions. 

He believes that a Marxist 
party's leadership in the revolu 
tionary struggle of the working 
class is of crucial importance for 
the victory of a socialist revolu
tion . 

Displayed in the same section 
are two articles, "The 'Disarma
ment' Slogan" and "The Question 
of Peace", on war and peace in 

Petrograd in the days of the February Revolution. 

International" (May-June 1915), 
Lenin stresses that a revolution 
cannot be imported. It can only 
result from each country's inter
nal development, being brought 
about by objective causes, such 
as extreme aggravation of social 
contradictions and crises, condi
tions which he describes as a rev
olutionary situation . However, he 
points out that for a revolutionary 
situation to develop into a rev
olution it is essential that the ob
jective conditions combine with a 
subjective factor, i. e., the ability 

the future socialist society. Lenin 
wrote that a revolution has to be 
able to defend itself although 
"disarmament is the ideal of so
cialism", and "an end to wars, 
peace among nations, the cessa
tion of pillaging and violence
is our (the Bolsheviks-Tr.) 
ideal". 

Between December 1915 and 
February 1916 Lenin wrote a set 
of theses under a common title, 
"The Socialist Revolution and the 
Right of Nations to Self-Determi
nation" which is, in fact, the 

Bolshevik declaration on colonies 
and colonial nations. This is an is
sue which forms part and parcel 
of the socialist revolution, its re
serves and its allies. The decla
ration emphasizes the direct sup
port to be given by the proletar
ian revolution to the peoples in 
the colonies and the oppressed 
nations in general in their anti -im
perialist struggle. Lenin writes 
that "the right of nations to self
determination implies exclusively 
the right to independence in the 
political sense", and points out 
that "this demand, therefore, is 
not the equivalent of a demand 
for separation ... and the forma
tion of small states. It implies only 
a consistent expression of 
struggle against all national op
pression." 

In his "Reply to P. Kievsky 
(Yu. Pyatakov)", in "A Caricature 
of Marxism and 'Imperialist Econ
omism' ", and in a letter to Inessa 
Armand*, dated December 12, 
1916, Lenin demonstrates the 
need for the fight for democracy 
to be coupled with the fight for 
socialism. 

Thus, in the years of World 
War I, Lenin armed the Party with 
a theory of socialist revolution 
which he regarded as a vital, 
many-sided process in the fight 
for the dictatorship of the prole
tariat, for democracy and social
ism. 

This theory was borne out by 
its subsequent practical applica
tion in a number of countries in 
Europe, Asia and Latin America . 
The revolutionary developments 
in these countries have con
firmed the theory of socialist re
volution and enriched the histori-
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cal experience of the Soviet 
Communist Party. They have en
riched this theory with practical 
experience of the transition to so
cialism. This experience is re
flected in the documents ap
proved by the Communist and 
Workers' parties at their interna
tional conferences and in works 
written by outstanding leaders 
and statesmen from various na
tions. 

* * * 
The photographs in the first 

section of the Room 8 reflect the 
disastrous situation in Russia at 
the end of 1916; villages in ruins, 
industry ground to a halt, famine, 
defeat after defeat at the front. 
Summing up the plight of his 
country, Lenin wrote, "Life 
teaches. Life is advancing, 
through the defeat of Russia, to
wards a revolution in Russia." 

In "Several Theses" (a copy of 
which is on view), Lenin outlines 
the specific tasks which the Rus
sian proletariat and the Bolshevik 
Party had to accomplish in the 
conditions of an impending rev
olution. He points out that the 
Party goals remained as before: 
the overthrow of the autocratic 
regime, the establishment of a 
democratic republic, confiscation 
of landed estates, and the intro
duction of an eight-hour working 
day. Only a revolutionary-demo
cratic dictatorship of the proletar
iat and the peasantry can form 
the social content of the impend
ing revolution in Russia, he 
writes. 

Above the second stand on 
the left wall there is a photograph 



Burn ing Tsarist emblems in Petrograd. February 1917. 

of the People's House in Zurich. 
It was here that Lenin addressed 
young workers who had gathered 
on January 9, 1917 to mark the 
12th anniversary of the First Rus
sian Revolution . His words, "We 
must not be deceived by the 
present gravelike stillness in Eu
rope. Europe is pregnant with re
volution", proved prophetic. In 
slightly less than a month a bour
geois-democratic revolution 
broke out in Russia and over
threw the Tsarist regime in Febru
ary 1917. The working class acted 
as leader and the chief motive 
force in the Revolution . The rev
olutionary workers and peasants 
were united under the guidance 
of the Bolshevik Party led by 
Lenin . 

A painting, It Has Come True 
at Last, by S. Lukin (opposite 
the entrance) shows the throne 
room in the middle of which 
stands a soldier with a lowered 
rifle. The throne in the back
ground is no longer a symbol of 

the Tsar's power, but merely an 
empty seat. Photographs to the 
right show Tsarist emblems being 
burnt near the Anichkov Bridge in 
Petrograd . Others are of rallies 
and demonstrations in various 
cities in Russia . Beneath the pic
ture in a special display is the 
manifesto, "To All Citizens of Rus
sia", issued by the Central Com
mittee of the RSDLP on Febru 
ary 27, 1917. It reads in part as 
follows : "With a tremendous ef
fort, shedding blood and losing 
lives, the Russian people have 
shaken off the slavery that has 
lasted for ages." 

During the February Revolution 
Soviets of Workers' and Soldiers' 
Deputies were set up-organs of 
the revolutionary democratic dic
tatorship of workers and peas
ants . However, the Mensheviks 
and the Socialist Revolutionaries 
who dominated in most of the So
viets betrayed the people's cause 
and handed over power to a bour
geois Provisional Government,• 
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Lenin among a group of Russian emigres on their way to Russia. Stockholm, March 31, 
1917. 

which resulted in the establish
ment of dual power• in the coun
try. The task now facing the 
Bolshevik Party was to get all 
power handed over to the So
viets. 

The new goals confronting the 
proletariat and the Bolshevik 
Party are set forth in Lenin's 
"Draft Theses", "To Our Com
rades in War-Prisoner Camps", 
"The Tasks of the Proletariat in 
Our Revolution" and in "Tele
gram to the Bolsheviks Leaving 
for Russia" exhibited in the 
room. 

"Our next duty is to spread our 
efforts, to organize the masses 
and to awaken new strata (of the 
population) . .. as part of the pre
parations for all power to be 
taken over by the Soviets of the 
Workers' Deputies," Lenin wrote 
in a letter to A. M . Kollontai* on 
March 17, 1917. 

Displayed in the room are five 
of Lenin's "Letters From Afar", a 
leaflet, "To Our Comrades in 

War-Prisoner Camps", and the 
"Farewell Letter to the Swiss 
Workers" . In these writings Lenin 
reveals the essence of the Febru 
ary Revolution, describes its mo
tive forces, and defines the tasks 
facing the proletariat and the 
Bolshevik Party who had opted 
for a transition from bourgeois
democratic revolution to socialist 
revolution . 

Lenin longed to return to Rus
sia . This was extremely difficult, 
as part of his route lay across Ger
many, a nation at war with Russia. 
After overcoming numerous ob
stacles, Lenin, Krupskaya and 
thirty other Russian emigres, 
nineteen of them Bolsheviks, left 
Switzerland on March 27 and 
travelled to Russia via Germany, 
Sweden, and Finland . An en
larged photograph shows Lenin 
and his comrades in Stockholm 
on their way home. A glass case 
to the right of the entrance dis
plays Lenin's personal belongings 
and his travelling -bag. 



Rooms Nos. 9-10 

THE GUIDING SPIRIT 
OF THE REVOLUTION 
(MARCH-OCTOBER 1917) 

Lenin arrived in Petrograd late 
on the evening of April 3, 1917. A 
map traces the route by which he 
returned to Russia. On view are 
the questionnaire he filled in be
fore crossing the border post at 
Tornio (Finland) on April 2, and 
the telegram he sent to his sisters 
Maria Ulyanova and Anna Yelizar
ova-Ulyanova: "Arriving 11 pm 
Monday. Inform Pravda. Ulya-
nov." 

At 23:10 the train pulled in at 
the Finland station . In the square 

outside a large crowd of Petro
grad workers gathered to wel 
come their leader. Climbing on to 
an armoured car, Lenin made a 
speech which ended with the 
words, "Long live the socialist re
volution!" This event forms the 
subject of a sculpture (1925) by 
M . Manizer in the middle of the 
room. 

In an armoured car Lenin, sur
rounded by crowds of people, left 
for a city mansion which in 1917 
was occupied by the Bolsheviks' 

Central and Petrograd Commit
tees, their Military Organization 
and by a number of other agen
cies. Several times that night he 
went out onto the balcony to add
ress the workers, soldiers and 
sailors who had gathered in the 
street below. Early in the morn
ing, accompanied by his wife, 
Nadezhda Krupskaya, he moved 
to the flat of his sister, Anna Yeli
zarova-Ulyanova and her hus-

band Mark Yelizarov (Flat 24, 
48/9 Ulitsa Shirokaya, now 
52 Ulitsa Lenina). 

Lenin stayed at his sister's from 
April 4 to July 5, 1917. All this 
time was taken up by massive 
propaganda work to organize and 
rally the revolutionary forces 
round the Soviets . He took 
charge of the Party's Central 
Committee and of Pravda news
paper. The "April Theses" which 
he first formulated in March 1917 
and published in Pravda on 
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April 7, 1917 as "The Tasks of the 
Proletariat in the Present Revolu
tion" played a major role in pre
paring the masses for the socialist 
revolution . The first draft of the 
"April Theses" and a copy of 
the April 7 edition of Pravda are 
the subject of a special display on 
the wall left of the entrance. 

The Theses contain a detailed 
and theoretically well-grounded 
plan for transition from a bour-

geois-democratic revolution, 
which had given power to the 
bourgeoisie, to a socialist revolu
tion which was to put in power 
the working class and the poorest 
peasants. 

In this work, Lenin provides a 
theoretical basis for the concept 
of Republic of Soviets, as a politi
cal form of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat, as a new and superior 
form of democracy. 

The attitude to war, the most 
topical issue of the day, is ex-
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Lenin addressing the Seventh All-Russia RSDLP(B) Conference held at the Taurida Palace. 

April 1g17. Petrograd . 

amined in the Theses . In view of 
the essentially bourgeois nature, 
aims and politics of its Provisional 
Government, the war for Russia's 
part remained a war of plunder. 
Only a government which would 
put the country on the road to so
cialism could restore peace to the 
nation, provide food for the starv
ing and people with freedom . 
This idea is reflected in the 
Bolshevik slogans which revoked 
support for the Provisional Gov
ernment and called for all power 
to the Soviets. 

The Theses formulated the 
economic platform for the prole
tarian party in the revolution. The 
key points in the platform were 
nationalisation of all land in the 
country, which entailed the ex
propriation of landed estates. 
Once private land tenure had 
been abolished all land was to be 
put at the disposal of the local So
viets of Agricultural Labourers' 
and Peasants' Deputies. All banks 
were to be amalgamated into one 

national bank and put under the 
control of the Soviets of Workers' 
Deputies. The workers were to 
control all industry and all distri
bution of goods. 

On internal party matters Lenin 
proposed that a Congress be con
vened so as to change the Party's 
programme, to include as one of 
its aims the creation of a Soviet 
Republic, and to rename the 
RSDLP-the Russian Communist 
Party . All revolutionary Marxists, 
Lenin suggested, should take as 
their goal the establishment of a 
third Communist International. 

One of the stands in the room 
is devoted to various documents 
of the Seventh (April) All -Russia 
Conference of the Bolshevik 
Party; the first legal gathering the 
Bolsheviks held in Russia. The 
work of the Conference was 
guided by Lenin who delivered 
reports on the current situation, 
the agrarian question and the 
rev1s1on of the Party's pro
gramme. The Conference in et -

feet amounted to a full party con
gress; it elected a new Central 
Committee led by Lenin. 

After the Conference the 
Bolsheviks' aim in their struggle 
for a socialist revolution was to 
unite into a single revolutionary 
stream the peace movement of all 
democratic elements, the peas
ants' fight for land, and the na
tional liberation movement of op
pressed peoples. 

The Bolsheviks had to explain 
to the proletariat, to all working 
people, the essence of their pro
gramme and platform, expose the 
Provisional Government as an en
emy of the people and the 
Mensheviks and Socialist Revolu
tionaries as adherents of a concili
atory policy. 

The entire wall to the right of 
the entrance is taken up by 
I. Brodsky's painting, Lenin Ad
dresses Workers at the Putilov 
Works* in May 12 (25), 1917 
(1929), which conveys the atmos
phere of the time. The workers 
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who attended the meeting say 
Lenin spoke so clearly and simply 
that the people listening to him 
cast aside all doubts and hesita
tions and were ready to over
come all obstacles. 

A former Putilov worker, 
P. A. Danilov recalls, "What Lenin 
said carried us away and filled us 
with enthusiasm. Fear and fatigue 
vanished . It seemed as though it 
was not he alone who spoke, but 
all the forty thousand workers 
present-whether sitting, standing 
or balancing on something . He 
was uttering their most cherished 
dreams. It seemed that every
thing that was in the workers' 
minds and hearts was uttered by 
the single voice of Lenin . Our in
ner thoughts and feelings which 
we had not conveyed to our fel
low-workers for lack of a suitable 
moment or the right words, had 
suddenly been given expression 
and were spoken aloud. This 
meeting was historically momen
tous. It moved the Putilov masses, 

The shooting down of a peaceful march of workers and soldiers. July 4, 1917. Petrograd . 
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and they moved into the revolu 
tion ." 

One of the exhibits is a short
hand copy of a speech on the atti 
tude to the Provisional Govern
ment given by Lenin at the First 
All-Russia Congress of the So
viets of Workers' and Soldiers ' 
Deputies early in June 1917. After 
declaring that the Bolshevik Party 
was ready to assume all power, 
Lenin explained the Bolsheviks' 
main aims: All power to the So
viets, bread to the working peo
ple, land to the peasants, and 
peace to all peoples. A copy of 
Pravda for July 2, 1917 on display 
contains Lenin's second speech 
at the Congress dealing with war. 

On one of the walls is a dia
gram "The Bolshevik press early 
in July 1917". At that time the 
Party had 55 or so newspapers 
and magazines with a daily circu
lation of over five hundred thou
sand copies. The most popular of 
these was Pravda which pub
lished Lenin's articles virtually 
every day. From the date of his 
arrival in Russia to July 1917 Lenin 
contributed nearly 170 items to 
Pravda. 

Objects used by Lenin at Razl iv: tea·kettle, 
pot, topcoat and wig. 

Some of the materials in the 
room relate to the massive work
ers ' protest demonstrations 
against the continuation of the 
war and the policies of the bour
geois government. A dramatic 
photograph taken in July in Petro
grad records the shooting of 
peacefu I demonstrators-workers 
and soldiers. Workers were sub
jected to mass searches, revolu
tionary regiments were disarmed, 

and their soldiers arrested. The 
Bolshevik Party and workers' or
ganisations were the targets of se
vere reprisals . 

In the morning of July 5, officer 
cadets* loyal to the Provisional 
Government ransacked Pravda's 
offices and on July 7 the govern
ment issued a warrant to arrest 
Lenin and other prominent 
Bolsheviks and put them on trial. 
The Central Committee decided 
that Lenin should go into hiding 
in the suburbs of Petrograd. The 
settlement of Sestroretsk was 
chosen, most of whose inhabit
ants were workers from the local 
firearms factory . Lenin was put 
up by the Bolshevik worker 
N. A. Yemelyanov who lived not 
far from the Razliv railway station. 
There is a photograph, "The Shed 
with Hayloft Outside Yemelya
nov's House at Razliv Station 
Where Lenin Went into Hiding in 
July 1917." 

The situation following the July 
developments called for a revi
sion of Party tactics and aims. On 
July 10 Lenin wrote "The Political 
Situation" (the manuscript is ex
hibited in a stand) . "All hopes for 
a peaceful development of the 
Russian revolution have vanished 
for good," he wrote . Thus in the 
post-July period the problem of 
changing tactics and fighting 
methods became particularly 
pressing. The convening of an
other Party Congress was also a 
matter of great urgency» 

The last display case in the 
room contains documents and 
materials of the Sixth Bolshevik 
Party Congress . It was held virtu 
ally illegally in a very complex si 
tuation late in July and early in 
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August 1917, in Petrograd. Most 
of the delegates were revolution 
aries, steeled in the struggle 
against the Russian autocracy and 
the bourgeoisie. On display there 
are materials relating to Lenin's 
election as delegate to the Con 
gress by the Bolshevik Party 
organization in Yekaterinburg 
(now Sverdlovsk) in the Urals. 

During preparations for the 
Congress and while it was in 
progress Lenin was in hiding 
from where he kept in close 
touch with the Party's Central 
Committee. His theses, "The 
Political Situation", pamphlet On 
Slogans, article "Lessons of the 
Revolution" and other works 
formed the basis for the Con
gress' decisions. 

The Congress' resolution, 'The 
Political Situation" (a copy of 
which is on display), sets the 
Party the following aim : to elimi 
nate the counter-revolutionary 
bourgeois dictatorship and 
achieve a take-over of power by 
the working class and the poorest 
peasants via an armed uprising. 

Other Congress resolutions on 
display in the room (to the right of 
the entrance) are: "The Economic 
Situation", "The Tasks of the 
Trade Union Movement", "The 
Youth Alliances", and "On Propa
ganda". There are also copies of 
the Party Rules with amendments 
approved by Congress del
egates . 

The Congress elected a new 
Central Committee led by Lenin . 
Hanging above the stand contain
ing the Congress resolutions are 
photographs of Central Commit
tee members who were active 
participants in the Revolution . 
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To be seen in the room is a 
manifesto issued by the Central 
Committee after the Congress 
urging the working class, soldiers 
and peasants to prepare for deci 
sive battles with the bourgeoisie. 
"Our Party marches into battle 
with its banners unfurled," reads 
the manifesto. 

* * * 
The exhibits in Room 10 relate 

to Lenin's plan for an armed up 
rising and illustrate the victory of 
the 1917 October Revolution and 
its world-wide historical signific
ance. 

The first item on display is The 
State and Revolution, a work 
wh ich Lenin finished writing in 
August-September 1917. It is a 
complete and systematic presen
tation of the Marxist view of the 
state. The book's theme is illus
trated by its sub-title, "The Marx
ist Theory of the State and the 
Tasks of the Proletariat in the Re
volution ". In the situation of an 
impend ing socialist revolution in 
Russia and a number of other 
countries, the origins and role of 
the state and its future develop
ment acquired special theoretical 
and practical significance "as a 
practical question demanding im
mediate action, and, moreover, 
action on a mass scale" and as 
"the problem of explaining to the 
masses what they will have to do 
before long to free themselves 
from capitalist tyranny". 

Also on view is the manuscript 
of the preparatory materials for 
The State and Revolution, the fa 
mous blue notebook otherwise 
known as Marxism on the State. 

The 48-page long manuscript is in 
Lenin 's characteristic small 
handwriting. On the blue title 
cover is a list of works by Marx 
and Engels which Lenin studied 
when he was writing Marxism on 
the State. The manuscript which 
is of sign ificance in its own right 
makes possible an acquaintance 
with Lenin 's methods in working 
with source material. 

In The State and Revolution 
pages of whose manuscript are 
displayed in several show-cases 
and stands, Lenin develops 
Marx's and Engels' views on the 
state. He stresses, "The state is a 
product and a manifestation of 
the irreconcilability of class 
antagonisms. The state arises 
where, when and insofar as class 
antagonisms objectively cannot 
be reconciled ." He further points 
out that a victorious social ist revo
lution would result in the bour
geois state being replaced by the 
dictatorship of the proletariat, a 
state whose social foundation he 
viewed as a union between the 
working class and millions of toil 
ing peasant masses. 

He demonstrates that a Com
munist party had a decisive role 
to play not only in the establish
ment, but also in the consolida
tion of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat and in the building of 
socialism and communism. He 
also examines every aspect of 
proletarian democracy-a democ
racy of a superior type. He elabo
rates on the Marxist doctrine 
dealing with socialism and com
munism as two distinct phases of 
communist society and on the . 
condit ions in wh ich the state 
withers away. The extensive dis-

Smolny Palace during the 
October armed uprising . 

play dedicated to The State and 
Revolution includes the first Rus
sian edition of the book and edi
tions in various other lan
guages. 

As has already been mentioned 
the Central Committee hid Lenin 
from persecution by the Provi
sional Government in N. A. Yeme
lyanov's house near Razliv sta
tion, close to the Finnish border. 
However the situation in the area 
was almost as alarming as in the 
capital. Therefore Lenin was soon 
moved, disguised as a Finnish 
hay-maker, to a straw hut on the 
banks of Lake Sestroretsky Razliv. 
On view are items relating to this 
period in Lenin's life: photo
graphs of his hideouts and some 
of the things he used when he 
lived in the straw hut. Len in jok
ingly called the hut "my home", 
and the small patch cleared of 
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bush outside it "my green study". 
He continued to work hard even 
though the conditions in which 
he lived and wrote were far from 
comfortable. 

From his hideout Lenin main 
tained regular contact with the 
Central Committee through Gri 
gori Ordjonikidze, A. V.Shotman, 
Eino Rahja and others . However, 
autumn soon came, and to go 
around dressed as a hay-maker 
could arouse suspic ion. Besides, 
police sleuths with dogs had ap
peared in the vicinity of Sestro
retsk. Lenin obviously had to be 
transferred to a safer place and 
the Central Committee decided to 
send him to Finland . Early in Au
gust Lenin travelled there, dis
gu ised as a stoker, on a train. 

The coat and wig he wore on 
his way to Finland are on display. 
The photos in this section are of 

A scale model of the 
cruiser Aurora. 



70 

Finnish Social Democrats A. Blom
quist, Juho Latukka, Kustaa Rovio 
and Hugo jalava who helped 
Lenin when he was in hiding in 
Finland. A map on the wall indi
cates the location of Lenin's last 
hideouts. A picture by D. Nalban
dyan depicts him in hiding in Fin
land. 

The next section of the display 
is devoted to the critical situation 
in Russia. As the war entered its 

Red Guard detachments. Petrograd . 

fourth year the country's eco
nomic situation grew consider
ably worse. Railway transport was 
disrupted. Supplies of raw materi
als, coal and metal to industry 
were steadily diminishing. As pro
duction of coal, iron and steel and 
consumer goods dwindled, Rus
sia was threatened with famine 
and . mass unemployment. It was 
against this background that 
Lenin wrote The Impending Ca
tastrophe and How to Combat It, 
a pamphlet in which he sets out a 
programme showing how to 
avoid and overcome catastrophe, 

and breathe new life into the 
country's economy. He also 
works out measures which could 
save Russia from ruin and starva
tion. These measures were as fol
lows: nationalization of banks, in
surance companies, and indus
tries owned by monopolies; na
tionalization of land; abolition of 
commercial secrets; the compul
sory merging of smaller capitalist
owned industries into major syn-

dicates; and the institution of 
consumer societies. The purpose 
of this last measure was to make 
everyone bear an equal share of 
the burden of war and to have the 
poor classes control the con
sumption of the rich . "Control, 
supervision and accounting are 
the prime requisites for· combat
ting the catastrophe and famine," 
Lenin concludes. He also sug
gests that an end be put to the 
war which, he points out, had ac
celerated the transition of monop
oly capitalism to a state monopoly 
stage. This had brought mankind 

even closer to socialism. "Perish 
or forge full steam ahead . That is 
the alternative put by history," he 
says. The manuscript of his 
pamphlet is on display. 

In Can the Bolsheviks Retain 
State Power? (on view) Lenin em
phasizes that Russia had both the 
economic and political prerequi
sites for a socialist revolution . He 
elaborates on the doctrine of the 
Soviets as a form of the dictator
ship of the proletariat. Together 
with the pamphlet there is a facsi 
mile copy of the following quote 
from Lenin : "It is only when the 
' lower classes' do not want to 
live in the old way and the 'upper 
classes' cannot carry on in the 
old way that the revolution can 
triumph." 

Photographs, documents and 
charts testify to the growing crisis 
in Russia: a massive working
class revolutionary movement, 
rising unrest among the peasants, 
a growth in the liberation move
ment of the oppressed inhabiting 
Russia nationalities, mounting 
revolutionary sentiment in the 
army. In this situation the Bolshe
vik Party's influence and author
ity among the masses greatly in
creased, as is shown in a chart, 
"The Alignment of Forces Be
tween Political Parties on the Eve 
of the 1917 October Revolution" . 
There were 350,000 members of 
the Party by the time the Revolu
tion took place. 

The Bolshevik Party possessed 
a clear-cut programme for the 
revolutionary transformation of 
society. It united into a single re
volutionary force the workers' 
fight for socialism, the nation 
wide peace movement, the peas-

71 

ants' fight for land and the na
tional liberation movement. It led 
the masses to victory in a socialist 
revolution . 

Lenin's talent for a realistic as
sessment of a given situation and 
his political vision was fully re
vealed in the crisis . He focussed 
all his knowledge, his enormous 
political experience, will power 
and energy on preparations for 
an armed uprising. In "Marxism 
and Insurrection", #Advice of an 
Onlooker", "The Bolsheviks Must 
Assume Power" and other works 
(on display in the room) he sets 
forth his plan to organize an up
rising which, against the back
ground of the situation develop
ing in Russia at the time, he 
describes as "a special type of 
political struggle" . 

In a stand to the left of the en
trance is the manuscript of the ar
ticle "The Crisis Has Matured", in 
which Lenin wrote, "The crisis 
has matured. The whole future of 
the Russian revolution is at 
stake." 

In view of the growing revolu
tionary crisis in the country, 
Lenin asked the Central Commit
tee to allow him to return to Pet
rograd. On display is an excerpt 
from the minutes of the RSDLP(B) 
Central Committee meeting held 
on October 3, 1917: " ... to sug
gest to llyich (Lenin) that he come 
to Petrograd to make possible 
constant and close links." Early in 
October Lenin arrived secretly in 
the city where he stayed in 
M . V. Fofanova's flat (Flat 41, 
1 Ulitsa Serdobolskaya). This was 
to be his last clandestine address 
in Petrograd. 

Once in the capital, Lenin be-
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Decree on Peace adopted unan imously at the All -Russia Congress of Soviets of 
Workers '. Soldiers' and Peasants ' Deputies. October 26, 1917. 

gan vigorous preparations for the 
armed uprising. On October 10 
the Central Committee passed a 
resolution (on display) which 
stressed that an uprising was in
evitable and timely, and that the 
Party's entire work should be sub
ordinated to the organization and 
control of an armed uprising. The 
Committee set up a Politbureau 
headed by Lenin to ensure the 
political guidance of the upris
ing. 

An enlarged meeting of the 
Central Committee on October 16 
elected a Military-Revolutionary 
Committee. Preparations for the 
armed uprising began throughout 
the country. 

On a stand is a letter which 
Lenin wrote ·on October 24 to the 
Central Committee members, 

"I am writing these lines on the 
evening of the 24th . The situation 
is critical in the extreme. In fact it 
is now absolutely clear that to de
lay the uprising would be fatal. 

"With all my might I urge com 
rades to realise that everything 
now hangs by a thread; that we 
are confronted by problems 
which are not to be solved by 
conferences or congresses (even 
congresses of the Soviets), but 
exclusively by peoples, by the 
masses, by the struggle of the 
armed people. 

" ... We must at all costs, th is 
very evening, this very night, ar
rest the government, having first 
disarmed the officer cadets (de
feating them, if they resist), and 
so on . 

" ... Hi~tory will not forgive rev
olutionaries for procrastinating 
when they could be victorious to 
day (and they certainly will be vie-
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torious today), while they risk los
ing much tomorrow, in fact, they 
risk losing everything ." 

Late on the night of October 24 
Lenin went to the Smolny Insti
tute*, the headquarters of the 
Revolution. At Smolny he as
sumed full leadership of the upris
ing. A scale model of Smolny is 
on view. 

One section of the room is de
voted to the armed uprising in 
Petrograd on October 24-25. A 
map with electric lights indicates 
the progress of the Revolution in 
the Russian capital, there is a pho
tographic collage "The Bolshe
viks: Active Participants in the 
1917 October Revolution in Petro
grad" and other photographs. 
One of these shows pickets of sol
diers and sailors checking the pa
pers of those who enter the 
Smolny Institute, the headquar
ters of the uprising . Commanders 
of revolutionary regiments and 
representatives from · factories 
converged on Smolny from all 
over the city to get thei r instruc
tions. Outside the building there 
were noisy crowds of sailors, sol
diers and workers. Cars, lorries 
and armoured vehicles rumbled 
to and fro, as artillery pieces and 
machine-guns were put into posi
tion and firewood stacked to
gether in case it proved neces
sary to erect barricades. At night 
bonfires lit up the square. 

By the morning of October 25 
all the strategic positions in the 
city-bridges across the Neva, the 
central telephone exchange, the 
telegraph, the power stations, 
and the railway stations were in 
the hands of the forces of the rev 
olution . The Military-Revolution -
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ary Committee issued an appeal 
written by Lenin "To the Citizens 
of Russia" announcing that the 
bourgeois Provisional Govern
ment had been deposed and that 
all power had passed into the 
hands of the Soviets. Lenin 's 
manuscript of the manifesto and a 
leaflet giving its text are on 
view. 

Addressing an emergency 
meeting of the Petrograd Soviet 
at 2.35 p.m. on October 25 Lenin 
said, "the workers ' and peasants ' 
revolution, about the necessity of 
which the Bolsheviks have always 
spoken, has been accom
plished". 

In the evening the guns of the 
cruiser Aurora sounded the sig
nal for the storming of the Winter 
Palace where the Provisional 
Government had taken refuge. 
With in the space of a few hours' 
the revolutionary forces had 
taken the palace. 

Total victory had been won by 
the revolutionary workers, sol
diers and sailors. A scale model 
of the Aurora is to be seen in the 
room. 

At 4 a.m. on October 26 the 
Second All -Russia Congress of 
Soviets issued an appeal, "To 
Workers, Soldiers and Peasants", 
written by Lenin . The appeal (a 
copy is on view) proclaimed that 
state power, both in the capital 
and provinces, had passed into 
the hands of the Soviets. 

A painting by V. Serov on the 
central wall depicts Lenin ad
dressing the Second All -Russia 
Congress of Soviets. Arranged 
below the picture are the first 
leg islative acts adopted by the So
viet state: the Decree on Peace, 
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the Decree on Land, and the deci 
sion to form a Soviet govern
ment-the Council of People 's 
Commissars headed by Lenin . 
Also displayed here is the "Dec
laration of the Rights of the Peo
ples of Russia" which the Soviet 
government passed on Novem
ber 2, 1917. The Declaration 
proclaimed the basic principles of 
Lenin's national policy adopted 
by the Soviet state-equality and 
sovereignty for all the national i
ties of Russia, their right to free 
self-determination, including the 
right to secede, and abolition of 
all national and religious privi 
leges and restrictions . 

The revolution 's gains were 
consolidated in the "Declaration 
of Rights of the Toiling and Ex
ploited People" adopted by the 
Third All -Russia Congress of So
viets in January 1918. Lenin's 
manuscript of this fundamental 
document, which served as the 
basis for the first Soviet Constitu
tion, is on display. 

The final section of the room is 
devoted to the international sig
nificance of the Great October 
Socialist Revolution of 1917, the 
most important event of the 
20th century. 

The Socialist Revolution in Rus
sia opened up a new era in the 
history of mankind: the collapse 
of capitalism and the establish 
ment of a new, socialist society. 
Lenin's prediction that the 1917 
October Revolution would be of 
significance not only to Russia, 
but to the whole world has been 
borne out by history. The ideals 
of October 1917 are a great trans
formatory force in modern his
tory. 
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Room No.11 

FOUNDER 
OF THE FIRST SOCIALIST STATE 
(OCTOBER 1917-1918) 

The collection in Room 11 is 
devoted to the titanic work done 
by Lenin in the first year of Soviet 
power when the world's first 
state of workers and peasants was 
being created. 

The display opens with a quota
tion from Lenin, "Soviet power is 
the road to socialism that was dis
covered by the masses of the 
working people, and that is why it 
is the true road, that is why it is 
invincible." 

The 1917 Socialist Revolution 
awakened broad masses of the 
working population to active 

political life. In power for the first 
time, the Bolshevik Party was 
faced with the complex task of 
creating a new society whose 
main purpose was to protect the 
workers' vital interests. This task 
could be accomplished only by 
the masses themselves. 

On November 5, 1917 Lenin 
wrote a message, "To the Popula
tion" in which he said, 

"Comrades, working people! 
Remember that now you your
selves are at the helm of state. No 
one will help you if you your
selves do not unite and take into 

your hands all affairs of the state. 
Your Soviets are from now on the 
organs of state authority, legisla
tive bodies with full powers." 

Lenin's manuscript of the mes
sage is on the wall left of the en
trance in the centre of the section 
devoted to the building up of a 
new state apparatus. At the time, 
this task had become a priority, 
and "an arch -difficult thing to ac
complish", as Lenin put it. Among 
the workers and peasants there 
was no one qualified for the job: 
quite naturally, they had no expe
rience in governing the state. The 
difficulties were made still greater 
by the fact that part of the intelli
gentsia and some high-ranking 
officials who had worked for the 
old regime disrupted the work of 
the new government in every 
way they could . In addition, the 
country's economy, backward as 
it was, had been further under
mined by the war. 

However, Lenin had total confi
dence in the creative energy of 
the masses. Having freed them
selves from exploitation and so
cial injustice, they could commit 
all their strength, enthusiasm and 
initiative to the cause of building 
a new society. History was to 
prove Lenin right. The workers 
and peasants played an active 
part in the fight to eliminate capi
talism and build socialism in Rus
sia. And, while the construction 
of a Soviet socialist state was in 
progress, they gradually acquired 
the skills of governing. 

As part of their programme to 
eliminate the bourgeois and land
lord-dominated state, administra
tive machinery and to create a 
new state apparatus, the Soviet 
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government passed a number of 
decrees: on the abolition of social 
estates and civil ranks, on courts, 
on the separation of church from 
state and of schools from the 
church and others. The decrees 
are displayed in show-cases to
gether with Lenin's manuscript of 
"The Declaration of Rights of the 
Toiling and Exploited People" . 
This document laid down the 
main tasks to be fulfilled by Soviet 
power: all exploiters' resistance 
suppressed, society organized 
along socialist lines, and an end 
put to the division of society into 
classes. This historical document 
was later added as an Introduc
tion to the Constitution of the 
RSFSR, the first fundamental law 
of Soviet Russia devised with 
Lenin's active participation. 

The next section is dedicated to 
the building up of the Soviet Re
public's defence, the Party's 
struggle to achieve the country's 
withdrawal from the imperialist 
war, and the conclusion of a uni
versal peace. The section is pre
faced with a quotation from 
Lenin, 

"No revolution is worth any
thing unless it can defend it
self." 

On January 28, 1918 the Soviet 
government issued a decree 
which instituted the Red Army of 
Workers and Peasants. At first the 
Red Army's recruits were volun
teers and came solely from 
among the working classes. The 
decree with Lenin's amendments 
is displayed in a stand along with 
a photograph showing the enlist
ment of the volunteers. The first 
Soviet soldiers were sent to the 
most dangerous parts of the front 
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Lenin attending a meeting of the Council of People's Commissars at Smolny. 1918. 

near Pskov, Reval (now Tallinn) 
and Narva where fierce fighting 
began to contain the German 
army units. 

Above this stand to the left of 
the entrance is one of the first So
viet posters, Have You Volun
teered? Its dynamic, bold outlines 
make a strong impact. Other poli
tical posters are displayed in the 
following rooms. In those years 
such posters laconic and expres
sive in style with clear, striking 
captions were an effective form 
of propaganda. 

There are documents reflecting 
the uncompromising struggle 
which Lenin and the Party waged 
to withdraw the country from the 
war. In this they were opposed by 
the Trotskyists and "Left Com
munists" * who maintained that 
peace with Germany would dis
rupt the revolutionary movement 
in the West and lead to the restor
ation of bourgeois rule in Russia . 
Lenin, for his part, stressed that 
by opposing the moves towards 

peace, they jeopardized the very 
existence of the Soviet Repub
lic. 

Displayed in a show-case are 
"The Revolutionary Phrase" and 
"Strange and Monstrous", two ar
ticles which Lenin wrote in Febru
ary 1918 when the Party was bit
terly divided over whether to sign 
a peace treaty, to which Germany 
agreed, on very harsh terms for 
the Soviet Republic. Lenin real
ized though that the absence of a 
peace treaty amounted to a death 
warrant for Soviet power. And 
therefore with his usual courage 
and consistency he stuck to his 
course for peace on the proposed 
terms. The peace treaty, which 
was finally signed in the Byelorus
sian town of Brest-Litovsk on 
March 3, 19181, became known 
as the Brest-Litovsk Peace Treaty. 

Peace with Germany gave the 
workers' and peasants ' republic 

1 From now on all dates are given 
according to the Gregorian calendar. 

the respite it badly needed. The 
Soviet people were now able to 
concentrate all their material and 
spiritual resources on the restora
tion of the national economy 
ruined by war and on the other 
tasks of the Socialist Revolu
tion . 

In April 1918, Lenin wrote "The 
Immediate Tasks of the Soviet 
Government". The first edition of 
this work is prominently dis
played in the centre of another 
wall of the room, together with 
photocopies of pages from the 
original manuscript. In "The Im
mediate Tasks" Lenin outlines a 
plan for socialist construction and 
the main course that Soviet eco
nomic policy should take. He also 
reveals the main problems facing 
the country now it had entered a 
period of transition from capital 
ism to socialism. 

The following quotation from 
Lenin, mounted on the wall, sums 
up his idea of the Party's main ob
jective following the victory of 
the October 1917 Revolution: 

"We, the Bolshevik Party, have 
convinced Russia . We have won 
Russia from the rich for the poor, 
from the exploiters for the work
ing people. Now we must admin
ister Russia." 

The socialist construction be
gan in a complex situation . By the 
summer of 1918, a severe food 
problem had arisen . The imperial 
ist military intervention and a 
number of counter-revolutionary 
revolts cut off Central Russia from 
the main wheat-producing areas
the Ukraine, the Volga area and 
Siberia . The kulaks, or rich farm
ers, hid their wheat and refused 
to sell it to the state at fixed 
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prices. The workers in Moscow, 
Petrograd and other cities went 
without food rations for weeks 
while the peasants in many areas 
were starving. 

It was at this time that Lenin 
wrote that now the main thing is 
the fight for food because the 
fight for food is equivalent to the 
fight for socialism. The Party and 
government took a whole series 
of measures to eliminate the fa 
mine and supply the population 
with food . Teams of workers 
were sent to the countryside with 
authorisation to buy grain . A cam
paign was launched against the 
black marketeers speculating in 
grain. All wheat and flour stocks 
and supplies of bread were put 
under strict control. The exhibits 
in this section include Lenin's ap
peal to the working people, 
"Comrade workers! We are going 
to fight our last and decisive bat
tle!", a letter "On Famine" ad
dressed to the Petrograd work
ers, and a photograph, "A Work
ers' Food Requisitioning Team 
Setting Off for the Countryside. 
1918." 

The exhibits on the wall oppo
site the entrance are devoted to 
the Soviet government's first 
steps in cultural construction. In 
January 1918, two months after 
the Revolution, Lenin addressed 
the Third All-Russia Congress of 
Soviets with the words: 

"In the old days, human genius, 
the brain of man, created only to 
give some the benefits of technol 
ogy and culture, and to deprive 
others of the bare necessities, ed
ucation and development. From 
now on all the marvels of science 
and the gains of culture belong to 
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the nation as a whole, and never 
again will man 's brain and human 
genius be used for oppression 
and exploitation ." This quotation 
forms part of the exhibition . 

Speaking at the 1st All -Russia 
Congress on Education in August 
1918, Lenin sets the task of bring 
ing up the rising generation to be
come conscious and active build 
ers of socialism. A photocopy of 
his speech is displayed on a stand 
together with decrees on wiping 

State Emblem of the 
Russian Socialist 
Federative Soviet Republ ic. 
1918. 

Cover of "The Immediate Tasks of the 
Soviet Government" . 1918. 

out illiteracy among the adult 
population and on opening the 
workers' faculties. • Another exhi 
bit in the stand is the manuscript 
of a draft resolution on People's 
Commissars' Council ruling on 
the admission of workers ' and 
peasants ' children as students at 
colleges and universities in the 
Russian Republic . Thus the land 
of the Soviets set to work to 
create an intelligentsia. 

A prominent place in the room 
is given to the Constitution of the 
RSFSR• which was drawn up with 
Lenin 's active participation. On 
display in a special stand are the 
Soviet Republic 's State Emblem 
and the text of the Constitution 

(The Fundamental Law of the Rus
sian Soviet Federative Socialist 
Republic) approved by the Fifth 
All -Russia Congress of Soviets in 
July 1918. This was an act giving 
legal sanction to the basic gains 
of the October Revolution of 
1917: the establishment of work
ers' and peasants' political 
power, the transfer of the main 
means of production into the 
hands of the people, and the 
establishment of genuine democ-
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racy for the broadest masses of 
the people. The Constitution gave 
all the working people equal eco
nomic and political rights . Sup
ported by the broad working 
masses, Soviet power was confi
dently gaining ground. 

.. . Shortly before the October 
Revolution, the monarchic news
paper Novoye Vremya (New 
Times) wrote, 

"Allow us to think for a mo
ment, that the Bolsheviks are vic
torious. Who will govern us then? 
Cooks, experts in cutlets and 
steaks? Or firemen? Stable-men, 
stokers? Or perhaps nannies will 
run to the meeting of the Council 
of State between diaper washing? 
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Lenin in his study in the Kremlin. October 16, 1918. 

Who, then? Who are these states
men? Perhaps locksmiths will 
take care of theatres, plumbers of 
diplomacy and carpenters of the 
post and telegraph? . .. Will this 
come to pass? Is this possible? 
No! History shall provide the 
Bolsheviks with the answer to this 
crazy question." 

History provided the answer to 
this question in the very first 
months of Soviet power when the 
working people proved them
selves capable of tackling major 
affairs of state, managing the 
economy and creating a new cul 
ture. For the first time in world 
history the working class suc
ceeded both in taking over power 
and in keeping a firm grip of it. 

A show-case in the room con 
tains documents illustrating 
Lenin's activity in devising princi 
ples of government and improve
ments in the style of Party and 
government work. 

Engrossed as he was in his ti
tanic work, Lenin nevertheless 

found time to worry about the 
health of his comrades. On view 
is a note (one of many) he wrote 
to A. D. Tsyurupa, "Dear A. D.! 
You are becoming absolutely im
possible in your treatment of gov
ernment property .1 

"Your prescription is three 
weeks treatment! And obey Lidiya 
Alexandrovna• who will send you 
to a sanatorium. 

"It is utterly unpardonable to 
waste away your health which is 
poor. You must be made well! " In 
the summer of 1918, the People's 
Commissar for Food, A. D. Tsyu 
rupa, who worked himself to ex
haustion every day, had a break
down. This was noticed by Lenin 
who saw that the Commissar 
looked ill and tired, and obviously 
needed a rest and medical treat
ment. 

Two special glass cases in the 

1 Lenin here refers half-jokingly to 
human health. 
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middle of the room display the 
overcoat and jacket Lenin wore 
on August 30, 1918 when he 
spoke at a rally at the Michelson 
Works (now the Vladimir llyich 
Factory). As he was leaving the 
factory building, a terrorist Fanny 
Kaplan shot and seriously 
wounded him. A show-case in the 
last section of the room displays 
letters and telegrams sent to 
Lenin by workers, peasants and 
Red Army men expressing con
cern and affection and wishing 
their leader a speedy recovery. 

Being a man of strong physique 
Lenin soon recovered, and on 
September 16 he was back at his 
desk again . However, his daily 
workload proved too much of a 
strain and on the insistence of his 
doctors he went to the village of 
Gorki outside Moscow to rest. A 
photograph in the collection 
shows the room in a former 
Manor House in Gorki in which 
Lenin lived in September and Oc
tober 1918. It was here that he 
wrote the greater part of his 
work, The Proletarian Revolution 
and the Renegade Kautsky. Some 
of the pages from the original 
manuscript are on display. The 

Renegade Kautsky was written in 
response to Karl Kautsky's arti
cles against the Russian Com
munist Party. A particular target 
for Lenin's biting criticism was 
Kautsky's book On the Dictator
ship of the Proletariat which 
openly attacked Marxism and the 
socialist revolution in Russia . In 
The Renegad,e Kautsky Lenin de
nounces Kautsky's revisionist atti
tude and the treacherous stance 
he had adopted, his confused the
oretical premises, and his misre
presentation of Marxism on the 
questions of bourgeois and prole
tarian democracy. Lenin also de
monstrates the world-wide signif
icance of the experience the 
Communist Party and Soviet gov
ernment were acquiring in build
ing a society upholding the inter
ests of the working people. 

The following quotation from 
The Renegade Kautsky, mounted 
in large letters, forms part of the 
exhibition: "Proletarian democ
racy Is a million times more 
democratic than any bourgeois 
democracy; Soviet power is a mil
lion times more democratic than 
the most democratic bourgeois 
republic." 

Room No.12 

ORGANIZER 
OF THE SOVIET REPUBLIC'S DEFENCE: 
(1918-1920} 

In the summer of 1918, the So
viet Republic was surrounded on 
nearly all sides by hostile armies. 
Three-fourths of its territory was 
occupied by foreign intervention
ists and internal counter-revolu
tionary forces. The country's des
perate plight is illustrated by a 
map. 

The peaceful respite which fol
lowed the Brest Treaty proved all 
too short. In March 1918, the first 
units of British, American and 
French troops landed at Mur-

mansk, a Russian city on the Ba
rents Sea. In April, Japanese and 
American troops seized the Pa
cific port of Vladivostok. Photo
graphs in the collection show 
Americans landing at Vladivostok 
and British soldiers marching 
through the streets of Archan
gel. 

At the end of May, the Volga 
area, the Urals and a big part of 
Siberia were occupied by the 
Czechoslovak Corps. Formed be· 
fore the Revolution from Czech 
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Have You Volunteered? Poster by 
D. Moor. 1920. 

and Slovak P.O.W.s (formerly sol
diers of the Austro-Hungarian 
army) to fight against Germany, 
the Corps was incited by the En
tente• agents and assisted by the 
Czech anti-Soviet leaders, to re
bel against the Soviet Republic . In 
violation of the Brest Peace 
Treaty, units of the German Army 
seized the Baltic provinces, Byelo
russia and the Ukraine. The So
viet people were forced to take 
up arms. 

The foreign intervention and 
Civil War in Russia lasted for 
more than two years (1918-1920). 
During these years, Lenin 
showed himself to be not only a 
leader of a new type of state, but 
also a remarkable strategist with a 
profound knowledge of the art of 
war. On exhibition are his letters 
and telegrams to commanders of 
fronts and armies, and verbatim 
reports of his speeches at rallies, 

meetings, congresses, and con
ferences in which he explains the 
situation in the country, sets forth 
urgent tasks, and calls on his au
diences to do everything for the 
front, for victory. I. Grabar con
veys the strain of Lenin's every
day work in his painting, Lenin on 
the Direct Line. The Soviet leader 
was in constant touch with mili 
tary commanders at the front. 
The poster, Soviet Russia-a 
Camp under Siege. All Hands to 
the Defence!, is displayed left of 
the first window in the room. On 
the same wall hangs a picture, 
long Live the Three-Mil/ion
Strong Red Army, executed in the 
style of the popular Russian print. 

The tremendous efforts to 
mobilize the country's forces to 
defeat the enemy soon brought 
tangible results . In the autumn of 
1918, the Red Army won its first 
victories over the interventionists 
and White Guards. The mortal 
danger to the Soviet Republic was 
eliminated . It was against this 
background that the Soviet peo
ple celebrated the first anniver
sary of the Revolution . On the 
eve of the celebration the Sixth 
All-Russia Congress of Soviets 
held its sessions. The Congress 
was addressed by Lenin whose 
speech was dedicated to the 1st 
anniversary of the Revolution and 
to the successes scored by the 
working people in building a new 
life. The preparatory notes for his 
speech are on display. The next 
day Lenin made a speech at the 
unveiling ceremony of a tempor
ary monument to Karl Marx and 
Friedrich Engels in Voskresensk
aya (now Revolution) Square, in 
the centre of Moscow. After the 

ceremony, Lenin walked with a 
group of demonstrators to Red 
Square where he made another 
speech at the unveiling ceremony 
of a plaque in memory of the he
roes of the October Revolution. 
Many photographs in this section 
show Lenin animated and happy. 
His wife, Nadezhda Krupskaya, 
later recalled that he smiled all 
the time and that the days when 
the first anniversary of the Revo
lution was celebrated were the 
happiest in his life. 

Lenin often warned that the 
war was not yet over, that the en -
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Lenin speaking at the 
unveiling ceremony of a 
temporary monument to 
Marx and Engels . 
Moscow. November 7, 
1918. 

Cover of the Programme 
of the Russian Communist 
Party (Bolsheviks) adopted 
at the Eighth Congress, 
1g19 
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emy was still strong, and that a 
bitter struggle lay ahead. A num
ber of exhibits are devoted to the 
introduction of the so-called "war 
communism" under which all ma
jor, middle-sized, and small in 
dustries were nationalized, uni 
versal labour service introduced, 
food supplies rationed, private 
trade banned and the peasants 
had to sell all their surplus pro
duce to the state at fixed prices. 
War communism was a harsh 
measure forced on the Soviet Re
public by war, economic ruin and 
the scarcity of food supplies. Sub-
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sequent developments showed 
that in that situation this was the 
only proper policy which could 
ensure victory in the Civil War. 

The numerous exhibits ar
ranged on the walls between the 
windows are devoted to Lenin's 
efforts to create a third Commun
ist International. Among them are 
photographs and documents 
showing the growth of the revolu 
tionary movement in the capitalist 

man workers in their cause of ad
vancing the revolution in Ger
many. Conclusion: 1) let us 
increase tenfold our efforts to ob
tain more food (all reserves 
should be put to use, both for us 
and for the German workers) ... n 

Lenin worked for several years 
to unite the left-wing elements in 
the Socialist parties and to create 
the Third Communist Interna
tional (Comintern). Early in March 

Lenin inspecting the Vsevobuch units on Red Square. May 25, 1919. 

countries due to the influence of 
the October Revolution. Com 
munist parties were set up in a 
number of countries. Consist
ently adhering to the principles of 
proletarian internationalism, the 
Russian Communist Party (Bolshe
viks) and the Soviet government 
did everything they could to help 
the peoples who were fighting for 
their freedom. 

When the revolution broke out 
in Germany in the autumn of 
1918, Lenin wrote in a note (on 
display on the central wall), 

"Let us all die but help the Ger-

1919, 52 delegates from 30 coun
tries gathered in Moscow for the 
first congress of the International 
convened at his initiative. There 
are photographs and other docu
ments in the room relating to this 
major event which inscribed a 
new page in the history of the 
world-wide Communist move
ment at a time when the revolu
tionary process was in the as
cendant. Lenin addressed Con 
gress delegates with a report, 
"Theses on Bourgeois Democ
racy and the Dictatorship of the 
Proletariat", in which he proved 

that the dictatorship of the prole
tariat was essential for the exer
cise of power by the working 
people and for the transition from 
capitalism to socialism. 

The Congress formally an
nounced the establishment of the 
Third Communist International. It 
also approved Lenin's report and 
adopted a manifesto appealing to 
the workers of the world . Sum
ming up the results of the Con
gress, Lenin said that whereas the 
First International had laid the 
foundations of the working-class 
revolutionary movement, the 
Third International set out to 
translate the dictatorship of the 
proletariat into practice. 

The items exhibited on the cen
tral wall are devoted to the work 
of the Eighth Congress of the Rus
sian Communist Party (Bolshe
viks) in March 1919. The Con
gress delegates approved a new 
Party Programme whose principal 
sections were drawn up by Lenin. 
A stand displays proofs of the 
Programme with Lenin's correc
tions, and also the original manu
script of several of its clauses. 
The new Programme laid down a 
set of tasks for the period of trans
ition from capitalism to socialism. 
Soviet government was to be con
solidated throughout the country, 
and industry and agriculture de
veloped, with the state owning all 
means of production and the en
tire national economy built up ac
cording to a general plan. Pro
ductivity of labour was to be 
raised, and the masses were to 
play a more active part in achiev
ing these tasks. In agriculture the 
Programme envisaged the imple
mentation of socialist reform by 
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organizing co-operative and state 
farms. Much space in the Pro
gramme was devoted to the need 
to raise the material well-being 
and cultural level of the working 
people. 

The second Party Programme 
adopted at the Eighth Congress of 
the Russian Communist Party was 
of world-wide, historical signifi
cance-the first programme of a 
Communist party in power, it out
lined the tasks involved and the 
course to be followed in building 
a socialist society. 

As the Congress was drawing 
to a close, a report came in that 
the counter-revolutionary armies 
and interventionist troops had 
launched a major new offensive. 
The Soviet Republic was again in 
danger. More than a million 
workers and peasants united in a 
single· force to repulse the en
emy. The offensive began from 
every direction at once-from 
north, south, east and west. The 
military operations in 1919 are 
marked on a map which forms 
part of the collection. 

Among the exhibits in this sec
tion are "Theses of the Central 
Committee of the Russian Com
munist Party (Bolsheviks) on the 
Situation on the Eastern Front", a 
Party Central Committee letter, 
"All Out for the Fight Against De
nikin", sent out to all Party organi 
zations, and other similar docu
ments mobilizing the Party and 
people to fight the enemy. In 
these appeals, Lenin called on the 
workers to do their job selflessly, 
with revolutionary ardour so as to 
meet the needs of the front and 
crush the interventionist and 
White Guard armies . The work-
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ers responded by holding Com
munist subbotniks* throughout 
the country. In his article, "A 
Great Beginning" (some pages 
from the article are on display) 
Lenin praised this initiative 
launched by the Soviet workers. 
He described the subbotnik cam
paign as the first actual beginning 
of communism. The voluntary 
work in free time marked the be
ginning of a communist attitude 
to labour. 

Thanks to the tremendous ef
forts of the Party, and the dedica
tion with which the workers did 
their jobs, the Red Army soon 
had everything it needed. It 
launched an offensive against the 
counter-revolutionary troops and 
foreign interventionists, and be
fore long, won a number of cru
cial battles, which decided the 
outcome of the Civil War. 

On display are photographs of 
prominent military leaders and 
political workers In the Red 
Army-Mikhail Frunze, Ivan 
Fedko, Vasili Chapayev, Nikolai 
Shchors, Kliment Voroshilov, Fe
lix Dzerzhinsky, Sergei Kirov, Va
lerian Kuibyshev and others. 
There are other photographs of 
the foreign internationalists who 
fought to defend the Soviet 
Republic-Mihai Bujor (Romania), 
jaroslav Ha~ek (Czechoslovakia), 
Oleco Dundit (Yugoslavia), Bela 
Kun (Hungary), Jeanne Labourbe 
(France), Paou Ti-san (China), 
john Reed (United States), and Ka
rol Swierczewski (Poland). Thou 
sands of other internationalists 
fought in the battles for Soviet 
power, and many of · them gave 
their lives for it .. . 

Visitors to the room can see a 

short documentary, Lenin as 
Leader of the Soviet Republic's 
Defence. Also on view are the 
presents Lenin received from Red 
Army soldiers and commanders
an army overcoat with the red 
toggle loops, a holster, two Bu 
dyonny army caps and top 
boots. 

The exhibits also include a 
number of honorary revolution 
ary banners which the Soviet gov
ernment awarded to the Red 
Army units who excelled them
selves in fighting the enemy. An
other item is a scale model of Ar
moured Train No. 6 named after 
Lenin. The train covered thou
sands of miles during the Civil 
War and took part in defeating 
the interventionist and White 
Guard troops. 

Despite the intervention and 
Civil War, requiring so much of 
his time and attention, Lenin kept 
up his theoretical studies. He 
gave much of his attention to the 
problems · of socialist construc
tion. Nadezhda Krupskaya re
called, 

"llyich's (Lenin's) ability to 
study theory at the most critical 
point of struggle always amazed 
me; he searched for the solution 
of practical questions in theory. " 

A number of show-cases in the 
room display Lenin's theoretical 
works of this period, such as "On 
the Dictatorship of the Proletar
iat" and "The Economics and Poli 
tics in the Era of the Dictatorship 
of the Proletariat". He further adv
ances the Marxist teaching about 
the transition from capitalism to 
socialism and outlines ways to 
solve the crucial problems of the 
socialist construction . 

Room No.13 

THE END 
OF FOREIGN INTERVENTION 
AND CIVIL WAR 

After the main forces of the 
counter-revolutionaries and for
eign interventionists were routed 
early in 1920, the Soviet Republic 
had another peaceful respite 
which it badly needed to heal the 
grievous wounds inflicted by the 
war. The country was in a sham
bles. Fuel was in short supply, 
and there was not enough food. 
Considerable effort and self-sacri
fice were needed to restore the 
economy. At Lenin's suggestion 
the government set up a State 
Commission for the Electrification 

of Russia, or GOELRO which was 
to devise a plan to restore and de
velop the economy on the basis 
of electrification. Some two hun
dred experts were asked to work 
on the plan . In Lenin's view, the 
GOELRO project was to secure 
Russia's economic independence 
and create a new technological 
base and major modern indus-

' tries. The work of the GOELRO 
Commission is reflected in the 
items displayed in the room. 

Late in March and early in April 
1920, the RCP(B) held its Ninth 
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Congress. Displayed in a show
case are Lenin 's "Letter to the Or
ganisations of the Russian Com
munist Party (Bolsheviks) [RCP(B)) 
on the Preparation for the Party 
Congress", a Central Committee 
report to the Congress written 
and delivered by Lenin, the Con
gress ruling on an integrated 
economic plan, a Congress del 
egate questionnaire filled in by 
Lenin, and a number of other ex
hibits. 

Of particular interest is a ques
tionnaire which Lenin filled in on 
September 17, 1920 during the 
re-registration of members affil 
iated to the Moscow RCP(B) 
branch. The 45 answers he gave 
show how modest and unassum
ing he was. Answering one of the 
questions, "What languages 
(apart from Russian) do you 
speak, read and write?" he wrote, 
"French, German and English, all 
of them poorly." In fact, Lenin 
knew several languages. He 
could read and write English, 
French and German, in which 
languages he addressed Comint
ern Congresses and conversed 
with foreign delegations. He 
could also read Polish and Italian, 
and understood Swedish and 
Czech. 

Another characteristic answer 
is to the question, "What form did 
your participation in the October 
Revolution take?" Lenin wrote 
"Member of the Central Commit
tee", stressing that the Commit
tee took decisions collectively. 
Lenin regarded collective leader
ship to be the most important 
principle on a party and govern
ment level, one to which he 
strictly adhered in all his work. 

"Lenin's personality is a harmo-
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nious combination of leader and 
individual a glorious destiny, as 
Karl Marx put it, for the fighter 
for Communism," wrote Clara 
Zetkin, the prominent German 
and international Communist 
leader. 

A large part of the exhibits 
mounted on the walls between 
the windows feature Lenin's book 
"Left-Wing " Communism-an In
fantile Disorder and materials on 
the Second Congress of the Com
intern . The first edition of "Left
Wing " Communism, written in 
April and May 1920, is given 
pride of place. In stands nearby 
are translations of the work . In 
"Left-Wing" Communism Lenin 
sums up the revolutionary experi 
ence of the Russian Bolsheviks 
and the international working
class movement. Proceeding 
from this experience he works 
out the strategy and tactics to be 
adopted by Communist parties at 
a time of general crisis for capital 
ism and when two socio-pol itical 
systems confront each other on 
the world scene. 

Lenin levelled sharp criticism at 
the so-called Left-Wing Commu
nists who called for an all-out of
fensive without taking into con
sideration the specific political 
conditions of the moment. He 
demonstrated the futility of the 
Left-Wing Communists' tactics 
which could lead to the defeat of 
the Communist movement. He 
called for an uncompromising 
struggle against any sort of op
portunism and revisionism as be
ing extremely harmful to interna
tional Communist unity. He urged 
the Communists of the world to 
master every form of revolution 
ary struggle and to work hard to 



94 

H . .!IEHHH 

JJETCli/IH 
BOJJE::Jllb 

«JIEDH::Jllbl• 
D liOMM'J/. 

llH::JME 

Cover of "Left-Wing• Communism-an 
Infantile Disorder, 1920. 

win over the broad masses of the 
workers to the side of Commu
nism. He wrote, "Communists 
should know that, in any case, the 
future belongs to them." "left
Wing" Communism, which was 
published on the eve of the Con
gress, was tremendously impor
tant for the Comintern's ideologi
cal and organizational unity. 

Lenin's book is still topical. It is 
often published and re-printed in 
different countries. As of Janu
ary 1, 1986 it has appeared in the 
Soviet Union in 63 languages in 
more than 13,2 million copies. 

The Second Congress of the 
Comintern opened on July 19, 
1920 in Petrograd and resumed 
work on July 23 in Moscow. A 
blow-up mounted on the central 
wall of the room shows Lenin de
livering a Report on the Interna
tional Situation and the Funda
mental Tasks of the Communist 
International at a meeting of the 
Second Congress Uuly 19, 1920). 
Other exhibits there include a 
verbatim record of the report 
with Lenin's amendments as well 
as drafts of major decisions taken 
by the Congress. In his speeches 
at the Congress, Lenin gave a de-

tailed analysis of the international 
economic and political situation 
following the proletarian Revolu
tion in Russia. He wrote that 
World War I and the Revolution 
had set off a general crisis of cap
italism. He outlined the specific 
features of the crisis: the division 
of the world into socialist and 
capitalist systems, the increas
ingly acute economic contradic
tions and class struggle in the 
capitalist world, and the crisis 
which had hit the imperialist colo
nial system. The 1917 Revolution 
in Russia gave a powerful impetus 
to the national liberation move
ments in China, India, Indonesia 
and the other colonial countries. 
Lenin closely followed these de
velopments and regarded them 
as being of great importance. At 
the Congress he put forward a 
draft resolution on the national 
liberation movement. The thesis 
he advanced was that the back
ward countries which had shaken 
off the imperialist yoke can, with 
help from the socialist countries, 
make the transfer to socialism, 
by-passing the capitalist stage of 
development. 

The peaceful respite did not last 
long. At the end of April 1920 the 
troops of bourgeois Poland in
vaded the Ukraine and seized 
Kiev. The former tsarist general 
Wrangel, who was entrenched in 
the Crimea, launched an offen
sive against the Donbas coalfield, 
from which came most of Rus
sia's coal. His other objective was 
the Kuban area, the country's 
granary. Lenin said, " ... we say 
that we are not defending the 
right to plunder other nations, but 
are defending our proletarian rev
olution, and will defend it to the 

very end. The Russia which has 
been emancipated and which for 
two years had borne untold suf
fering for the sake of her Soviet 
revolution-that Russia we shall 
defend to our last drop of 
blood!" 

A map indicates actions taken 
on Lenin's instructions to defend 
the country in 1918-1920. On the 
map is a quotation from Lenin, 

"It was only because of the 
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sent by Mikhail Frunze, Com
mander of the Southern Front, to 
Lenin, "Today our cavalry has 
taken Kerch. The Southern Front 
has ceased to exist." It was sent 
on November 16, 1920. 

The final section in the room 
deals with the establishment of 
Soviet power in Azerbaijan, Ar
menia and Georgia which were 
ruled by nationalist governments. 
The working people in the Cauca-

Lenin at the Second Congress of the Communist International. 1920. 

Party's vigilance and its strict dis
cipline, because the authority of 
the Party united all government 
departments and institutions, be
cause the slogans issued by the 
Central Committee were adopted 
by tens, hundreds, thousands and 
finally millions of people as one 
man, because incredible sacri 
fices were made-it was only be
cause of all this that the miracle 
which occurred was made possi
ble." 

The Civil War and foreign in 
tervention ended in complete vic
tory for the Red Army. The tele
gram exhibited in this section was 

sus rose up in arms and, over
throwing these governments, 
proclaimed Soviet power. In his 
letters, Xerox copies of which are 
on display, Lenin welcomed the 
three new Soviet republics in the 
Caucasus. He said he was confi
dent " ... that their close alliance 
will serve as a model of national 
peace, unprecedented under the 
bourgeoisie and impossible under 
the capitalist system". At the 
same time Lenin warned the 
Communists in the three Trans
caucasian republics against copy
ing the methods used in the fight 
for Soviet power in Central Rus-
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sia . He spoke of the need to take 
into account local conditions and 
make concessions to the peasants 
who made up an overwhelming 
majority of the population . 

A replica of Lenin's study in the 
Kremlin can be seen in a room off 
Room 13. The furniture is unpre
tentious-a desk, a wooden arm
chair with a wicker-work back 
and seat, a table placed so as to 
form a single top with the desk, 
armchairs for the visitors and a 
sofa. To the right and left of the 
desk are revolving bookshelves. 
They held materials relating to 
Party Congresses, conferences 
and Congresses of Soviets, refer
ence books, dictionaries, and 
folders contain ing various papers 
which Lenin needed for his work, 
as well as Russian and foreign 
newspapers. 

Standing between the windows 
are bookcases which contained 
nearly two thousand books. Most 
of Lenin's library was kept in the 
room adjoining the Soviet gov
ernment's reception room. In his 
library in the Kremlin Lenin had a 
total of over ten thousand books, 
magazines and other publica
tions, with a thousand books in 
English, French, German and 
other languages. They included 
works by Marx, Engels, Plekha
nov, Lafargue, Bebe!, Mehring 
and Rosa Luxemburg, as well as 
philosoph ical writings by Hegel, 
Feuerbach, Campanella, and 
Saint-Simon . Some of the books 
were by the Russ ian revolutionary 
democrats Hertzen, Belinsky, 
Chernyshevsky, Dobrolyubov 
and Pisarev. There were a lot of 
works on history, political econ 
omy, the economics of Russia 
and the world, the natural 

sciences, philosophy, engineer
ing, military subjects, and the 
other sciences. Russian and 
world fiction was also repre
sented. In the study are many 
maps and atlases which Lenin 
constantly used in his work. 
Hanging over the sofa is a portra it 
of Marx given to Lenin by work 
ers from Petrograd and a bas-re
lief portrait of Stepan Khalturin . • 
Lenin was so accustomed to his 
small, cosy study that he refused 
all suggestions to move into a 
more spacious room. 

His working day began very 
early and lasted late into the 
night. Here, in his study he 
worked on plans for socialist con
struction and directed the coun
try's defence effort during the 
Civil War and foreign interven
tion . There he received promi
nent Communist and working
class leaders and met workers, 
peasant deputies sent by villages 
in various gubernias and with 
proletarian intellectuals. His con
versations with these visitors pro
vided Lenin with valuable authen 
tic information for his plans for 
socialist construction . 

One of the doors of the study 
opened into a corridor, another 
into a "box", or switch-board, and 
a third into the conference room 
of the government, the Council of 
People's Commissars or Sovnar
kom. Adjoining the Sovnarkom 
conference room at the end of a 
corridor was the flat in which 
Lenin and Krupskaya lived. A 
scale model of it can be seen in 
Room No.15. 

In the corridor between Rooms 
Nos. 13 and 14 stands a Rolls 
Royce (No. 236), which Lenin 
used in 1922-1923. 

Rooms Nos. 14-15 

LEADER IN PEACEFUL SOCIALIST 
CONSTRUCTION 

Room No. 14 is dedicated to 
Lenin 's work in the last few 
months of 1920 when the main 
forces of the counter-revolution 
and foreign interventionists had 
been defeated, and the Soviet 
people started to restore the war
ravaged industry and agriculture 
and to build social ism. 

The grave situation in the coun
try is illustrated by the tables dis
played in the room. 

In a situation like this it was 
hard to believe that it would ever 

be possible to restore the econ 
omy let alone to get socialist con
struction off the ground. How
ever, Lenin looked boldly into the 
future. He firmly believed that so
cialism would eventually triumph . 
He advanced the idea that Russ ia 
should be transferred to large
scale use of electric ity . His for
mula containing th is idea, "Com
mun ism is Soviet power plus the 
electrification of the whole coun 
try" is inscribed in large letters on 
the central wall of Room 14 as the 
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motto of the display. 
One of the photographs on 

view shows Lenin talking to 
H. G. Wells on October 6, 1920 
when work on the GOELRO proj 
ect was in full swing. For all 
Wells' vision of the future man
kind, he found it hard to foresee 
Russia 's immediate future. He dis
missed Lenin's plan as "the 
Utopia of the electrification". In 
his Russia in the Shadows he 
wrote, 

"Can one imagine a more cou
rageous project in a vast flat land 
of forests and illiterate peasants, 
with no technical skill available, 
and with trade and industry at the 
last gasp? ... I cannot see any
thing of the sort happening in this 
dark crystal of Russia, but this 
little man at the Kremlin can; he 
sees the decaying railways re
placed by a new electric trans
port, sees new road ways spread
ing throughout the land, sees a 
new and happier Communist in
dustrialism arising again." 

Some of the exhibits-docu
ments and other materials-reflect 
the discussions at the Eighth All 
Russia Congress of Soviets, held 
at the Bolshoi Theatre, in Mos
cow, in December 1920. At 
Len in's suggestion, the GOELRO 
project was put on the Congress 
agenda. Lenin delivered a major 
report on the work done by the 
VTslK* and the Council of Peo
ple's Commissars. As Chairman 
of the GOELRO Commission, 
G. M . Krzhizhanovsky spoke on 
the electrification project. The 
delegates who had come from 
various parts of the devastated 
country, were poorly dressed and 
hungry. Sitting in the cold and 

dimly lit auditorium at the Bol
shoi, they listened with bated 
breath to the daring prospects for 
socialist construction in their 
land . The artist L. Shmatko has 
captured this atmosphere in his 
painting, Lenin by the GOELRO 
Map. The Eighth All-Russia Con
gress of Soviets.* December 
1920. 

The delegates unanimously 
voted for the project. In their res
olution they expressed confi
dence that the workers and peas
ants "would exert every effort 
and shrink from no sacrifice to 
carry out the plan for the electrifi 
cation of Russia at all costs, and 
despite all obstacles" . 

On a stand is a photograph 
showing Lenin and his wife, Na
dezhda Krupskaya, with the peas
ants of Kashino, a village near 
Moscow, on November 14, 1920. 
They went there to attend the cer
emony for the opening of a 
power station built with the mon
ey of an agricultural co-operative. 
In one of the houses, Lenin spoke 
with the villagers, and to mark the 
occasion he and Krupskaya were 
later photographed with them . 

After this, Lenin spoke at a 
rally. 

Other photographs in the room 
are of the first thermal power sta
tions built under the GOELRO 
project. Among the exhibits is a 
scale model of a hydroelectric 
project on the Volkhov River in 
the Leningrad region . The 
66,000-kw station was commis
sioned in 1926. This was an en 
couraging beginning . The toiling 
people in Soviet Russia saw for 
themselves that the GOELRO pro
ject could be accomplished . 

The letters, telegrams and doc
uments displayed on the wall be
tween the windows reflect 
Lenin's day-to-day work: his di
rection of the construction of 
power stations and efforts to re
store and develop heavy industry 
and agriculture. 

The closing section of the dis
play is dedicated to the Third 
Congress of the Young Commun
ist League, or Komsomol. Pride of 
place here is given to the first pu-

99 

dows feature Lenin 's preparations 
to launch the New Economic Pol
icy, or NEP, forced on the coun
try by life Itself. 

In the first few months of 1921 
the economic difficulties facing 
Russia grew worse. The peasants 
had become even poorer as a re
sult of a series of bad harvests, 
shortages of fodder and an out
break of cattle plague. Food sup
pl ies in the cities had diminished. 
Lack of fuel brought to a halt the 

Lenin and H. G. Wells . Moscow. October 6, 1920. 

blished edition of a speech, "The 
Tasks of the Youth Leagues", 
which Lenin made at the Con
gress in October 1920. A painting 
by P. Byelousov shows Lenin 
standing amidst delegates to the 
Congress. 

* * * The documents, photographs 
and other items on display in 
Room 15 are dedicated to the ma
jor events in the Soviet Union in 
1921 -22. The exhibits left of the 
entrance and between the win-

industries which had been re
stored after the war. In various 
parts of the country the kulaks 
stirred up anti-Soviet unrest 
among the peasants whose dis
content with War Communism, 
particularly with grain requisition
ing, * had reached its peak. 

The central exhibit on the wall 
on the left is the "Rough Draft of 
Theses Concerning the Peasants" 
in which Lenin formulates key 
measures designed to replace 
grain requisitioning by a tax in 
kind. The "Rough Draft" is based 
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on a detailed analysis of the state 
of the country's economy and on 
Lenin's personal observations. As 
part of his study of the conditions 
of peasants' life in Russia, Lenin 
visited a number of villages in the 
Moscow Province. He also re
ceived peasants from Central 
Russia and Siberia in the Kremlin, 
and carefully read the letters they 
sent him. It was obvious that the 
requisitioning of grain made ne-

N 
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Room No. 15 

cessary by the Civil War needed 
to be replaced by a clearly de
fined tax in kind, allowing the 
peasants to dispose of their pro
duce as they wished once the tax 
had been paid. 

Lenin's "Rough Draft" which 
outlined the transition to the NEP 
policy was the main item put for
ward for discussion at the forth 
coming Tenth Party Congress. 

The Party's course towards 

peaceful socialist construction 
was obstructed by the Trotsky
ites, the Workers' Opposition, the 
Democratic-Centralists group and 
other opportunist factions . They 
were united by their disbelief In 
the triumph of socialism, and they 
rejected the Communist Party 's 
leading role In socialist construc
tion . They Imposed on the Party a 
debate on the trade unions. The 
Trotskyites insisted on the intro-

duction of military methods in the 
unions, which meant the use of 
coercion in order to involve the 
workers In socialist construction . 
They also sought to turn the un 
ions into government bodies. The 
"Workers' Opposition", on the 
other hand, advocated anarcho
syndicalist views. They de
manded that the trade unions 
should be put in charge of man
aging industry. 

Lenin speaking at the Third Congress of the Communist International held In the 
Kremlin. 1921 . 



Lenin sitting on the presidium rostrum steps at the Third Congress of the Communist 
International. 

On view are manuscripts and 
first editions of Lenin's articles, 
"The Trade Unions, the Present 
Situation and Trotsky's Mis
takes", "Once Again on the Trade 
Unions, the Current Situation and 
the Mistakes of Trotsky and Bu
kharin" and "The Party Crisis" in 
which he demonstrates that the 
position taken by the factionalists 
wa~ ideologically weak and es
sentially anti-Marxist. He de
scribes Trotsky's views as theo
retically erroneous and politically 
harmful. 

The debates that followed re
vealed that a majority of the Party 
organizations rejected the views 
and demands of the opposition 
and favoured Lenin's line. The 
opposition was utterly defeated, 
and the Party consolidated its po
sitions. The Party policies were 
supported by the broad working 
masses. 

The next section of the display 
relates to the Tenth Party Con 
gress in March 1921. Among the 
exhibits are a photograph of 
Lenin speaking at the Tenth Con
gress in the Sverdlov Hall in the 
Kremlin, his report on the 
RCP(B)'s political activities, and 
statements on the replacement of 
the requisitioning of grain by 
a tax in kind, on Party unity and 
anarcho-syndicalist deviation. 
There are also manuscripts of the 
drafts of the major decisions 
taken at the Congress. The Con 
gress decided that requisitioning 
should be abolished in favour of a 
tax in kind. This decision was 
taken in the interests of the toiling 
peasants. It provided the incen
tive to expand the area of land un
der crops, improve farming meth-
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ods, and raise productivity. 
The Congress condemned the 

various factions within the Party, 
showed that their views were 
untenable, and called for a con
stant and uncompromising fight 
against them . It passed a resolu
tion, "On Party Unity" which stip
ulated that all factionalist group
ings had to be disbanded. Failure 
to comply entailed immediate ex
pulsion from the Party. This reso
lution, a copy of which is dis
played on a stand, provided the 
Party with a guideline in the 
struggle for the preservation of 
Party unity and for the consolida
tion of its ranks. 

The documents and other 
items on show in the room testify 
to Lenin's unflagging theoretical 
and practical work. No detail es
caped his attention. He tackled 
Party and government leadership, 
and the restoration and advance
ment of industry, agriculture, 
science, education and culture. 

just how hard Lenin worked 
can be seen from the following 
list of matters he attended to on 
February 2, 1921, an ordinary 
workday: 

Took the chair at a Council of Peo
ple's Commissars meeting on the or
ganization of communications be
tween all the People's Commissariats 
with responsibility for the econ
omy; 

Read a telegram dated 1st February 
1921, from Omsk, signed by 1.N .Smir
nov, Chairman of the Siberian Revolu 
tionary Committee, concerning the 
deteriorating situation in Siberia and 
the stepping up of terrorist attacks; 

Attended a Politbureau meeting of 
the Central Committee of the Russian 
(Bolshevik) Communist Party; 

Dictated a telegram to the Petro-
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grad provincial committee concern 
ing the decision to buy 18,5 million 
poods of coal abroad for provision to 
Petrograd; 

Read a draft decree of the Politbu
reau of the Central Committee of the 
Russian (Bolshevik) Communist Party 
concerning the provision of aid to 
peasants who had suffered from the 
bad harvest; 

Signed draft Council of Labour and 
Defence• resolutions on: 

the provision of food supplies to 
the Donbas area, measures to in 
crease mining and deliveries of 
coal, provision of fuel to Petrograd, 
the calling to account of those 
guilty of delay in despatching tele
grams with the Council of Labour 
and Defence resolutions on pro
curement and deliveries of fuel and 
other matters. 
Signed an All -Russia Central Execu

tive Committee and Council of Peo
ple's Commissars ' draft resolution on 
transferring to the courts of law all 
cases of desertion from the armed for
ces and a Council of People's Com
missars' draft resolution on the Polish 
prisoners of war. 

Talked on the telephone with 
M . K. Vladimirov, People's Commissar 
for Food in the Ukraine; 

Despatched the following books to 
D. B. Ryazanov, Director of the 
K. Marx and F. Engels Institute: F. En 
gels. Political Testament. From the 
Unpublished Letters, (Berlin 1920) and 
A Collection of Articles, Excerpts and 
Documents, edited by Ye. Dran in ho
nour of the centenary of Engels' birth, 
(Vienna 1920). In an accompanying 
letter Lenin asks Ryazanov to let him 
know whether it is possible to buy 
abroad originals (or photocopies) of 
the unpublished letters of the foun 
ders of Marxism, to collect in Mos
cow all published writings of Marx 
and Engels; whether a catalogue of 
those of their works and papers al 
ready available in Moscow has been 
compiled, whether the letters of the 

founders of Marxism are being col
lected. 

Sent a letter to A. B. Goykhbarg, de
puty chairman of the Narrow Council 
of People's Commissars•, in which he 
underlines the urgency of the housing 
question in Moscow, suggests a 
check should be kept how flats are 
distributed, indicates the need for 
permanent control over the number 
of employees in the People's Commis
sariats. 

Wrote a note to E. A. Preobra 
zhensky, Commission member of the 
Central Committee of the Russian 
(Bolshevik) Communist Party on the 
reorganization of the People's Com
missariat for Education. 

Took the chair at a Russian (Bolshe
vik) Communist Party Central Com
mittee Commission meeting on the re
organization of the People's Commis
sariat for Education . 

Talked to V. N. Sokolov, representa
tive of the People's Commissariat for 
Land in Siberia and member of the Si 
berian Revolutionary Committee• 
about the situation in the Siberian 
contryslde following the introduction 
of the requisitioning of farm produce, 
and listened to his suggestions for 
possible changes in the form of requi 
sitioning and that peasants be given 
the right to dispose of surplus 
grain . 

Received G. M . Krzhizhanovsky, 
Chairman of the State Commission for 
Electrification of Russia . 

Read a letter (in English) from 
L. Bryant, the American journalist, in 
which she informs Lenin that two 
books by john Reed, writer, publicist 
and prominent figure in the American 
working -class movement, have been 
sent to him. 

Wrote answers to notes from 
his secretary. 

Conducted negotiations over 
the telephone with the leaders of 
the People's Commissariats and 
departments on various questions 

relating to socialist construction. 
Despite his colossal workload, 

whenever he could Lenin found 
time to help the people he met. 
Displayed in one of the show
cases is a photocopy of a letter he 
wrote to the People's Commissar 
of Health, N.A.Semashko, follow
ing his meeting with I. A . Cheku 
nov, a peasant from the Vladimir 
Province. While they were talk 
ing, . Lenin noticed that his guest 
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trash. Could you help him get 
good spectacles? Please help 
him, and ask your secretary to tell 
me what you have been able to 
do." 

A large section of the room is 
dedicated to the Third Congress 
of the Comintern, held in june
july 1921. In the centre of the dis
play is a photograph of Lenin ad
dressing the Congress plus pho
tographs of delegates represen -

Testing the first Soviet-made electric plow near Moscow. October, 1921 . 

had poor eye-sight. It turned out 
that the man had bought poor 
quality spectacles after having 
lost his own . In his note to 
N. A. Semashko, Lenin wrote, "I 
have here with me Comrade Ivan 
Afanasievich Chekunov, a very 
interesting and hardworking 
peasant, who promotes the Com
munist principles in his own 
way. 

"He has lost his spectacles and 
paid 15,000 roubles 1 for a piece of 

' As per the exchange rate for 
those years . 

ting foreign Communist parties
Paul Vaillant-Couturier and Mar
cel Cachin (France), Vasil Kolarov 
and Georgi Dimitrov (Bulgaria), 
Bela Kun (Hungary), Ernst Thal 
mann and Clara Zetkin (Ger
many), William Gallacher and 
Thomas Bell (Britain), Bohumir 
Smeral (Czechoslovakia) and 
others . 

The Congress discussed the 
world Communist and working 
class movement and considered 
Comintern strategy and tactics. In 
his report on RCP(B) tactics (a 
copy of the manuscript can be 
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seen in a stand) Lenin explained 
the New Economic Policy to del
egates and analysed the align
ment of class forces in the world 
arena. He pointed out that inter
national imperialism had proved 
itself unable to overthrow Soviet 
power in Russia by military 
means, that the world Communist 
movement had gained momen
tum, and that the fight against im
perialism conducted by peoples 

struggle. 
On display in the room is a 

verbatim report of Lenin 's speech 
in which he supports the Comint
ern's tactics. Here also are the 
original letters he wrote to the 
Polish and German Communists 
in which he substantiates the tac
tics for a united front, tactics for 
winning the trust and confidence 
of the masses. 

One of the last sections in the 

Lenin talking to P. P. Christiansen of the US Farmers' and Workers ' Party. Kremlin . 
November, 1921 . 

in colonial and semi-colonial 
countries was expanding. He also 
noted that in a number of coun
tries the revolutionary action 
taken by the proletariat in 
1920-1921 had been defeated, 
that the bourgeoisie had 
launched an offensive against the 
working class, and that the revo
lutionary movement in these 
countries was on the wane. The 
Communist parties had to take all 
these factors into account in their 
activities. The new conditions re
quired a decisive change in the 
tactics of the revolutionary 

room is devoted to Lenin's guid 
ance of Soviet foreign policy 
based, from the very first days of 
the October Revolution, on the 
principle of peaceful coexistence 
between states with different so
cio-political systems. 

Among the items on view in the 
section are the peace treaties 
which Soviet Russia concluded 
with Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania,• 
Poland, Finland, Mongolia, Per
sia, Turkey and Afghanistan early 
in the 1920s. The treaties ensured 
the successful development of 
friendly and good-neighbourly re-

lations with these countries in dif
ferent spheres of life. 

A number of documents are de
dicated to preparations for and 
the meetings of an international 
economic conference in Genoa, 
in April 1922. Although Lenin was 
chosen Chairman of the Soviet 
delegation, the burden of affairs 
of state and his health made it im
possible for him to go to Italy. 
However, he wrote directives and 
sent letters and telegrams to the 
head of the Soviet delegation, 
G. V. Chicherin, giving detailed in
structions on the strategy and tac
tics to be followed by Russia's re
presentatives at the Confer
ence. 

In Lenin's view, the Soviet del
egation had to work towards two 
aims: (a) the achievement of 
peace and economic co-opera
tion between nations and (b) the 
establishment of business and 
trade relations with the capitalist 
countries. The major point In the 
Soviet declaration at Genoa was a 
proposal on the universal reduc
tion of armaments. 

During the Conference, Soviet 
Russia and Germany signed a 
treaty in the town of Rapallo, near 
Genoa. The Treaty (a copy of 
which Is among the exhibits) en
visages the restoration of diplo
matic relations between the two 
countries and the expansion of 
mutually advantageous economic 
relations . 

The last section in the room is 
devoted to the 11th Congress of 
the RCP(B) held in March and 
April, 1922. The exhibits include 
Lenin's draft manuscript for a 
RCP(B) Central Committee report, 
copies of speeches made at the 
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closing session and pages from 
the Congress bulletin . In the re
port Lenin summed up the results 
of the first year under NEP. NEP 
had fully justified itself, since it 
had created political and econ
omic conditions favourable for 
the construction of the material 
and technological base of social
ism. 

The last items in the room are 
materials relating to the Fourth 
Comintern Congress, the last 
congress to be attended by Lenin. 
On November 13, 1922 he ad
dressed Congress delegates with 
a report, "Five Years of the Rus
sian Revolution and the Prospects 
of the World Revolution". Drafts 
of the report are on display in
cluding a copy in German. A list 
of the relief funds and supplies 
sent to Soviet Russia by workers 
from all over the world is given in 
the following table: 

France-nearly 1 min francs; 
Czechoslovakia-7.5 min koru

nas and 2 min korunas worth of 
food; 

Germany-1.3 min marks and 
1 min marks worth of food; 

Holland-100,000 guldens; 
Italy-nearly 1 min lire; 
Norway-100,000 kroner; 
Austria-3 min kronen; 
Spain-50,000 marks; 
Poland-9 min Polish marks; 
Denmark-500,000 marks. 
The sculptural portraits of 

Lenin in the room are by N. An 
dreyev. The painting, Lenin on 
the Rostrum, is by A Gerasi
mov. 



Room No.16 

LENIN: 
FOUNDER OF THE SOVIET UNION 
(1922) 

In the five years since its foun 
dation the Soviet republic had 
strengthened its positions. First 
successes were scored in the res
toration of the economy and in 
the implementation of the GO
ELRO project. The first thermal 
and hydroelectric power stations 
had been built. The working peo
ple's living standards had been 
improved in town and country
side. On November 7, the day of 
the anniversary, the working peo
ple staged rallies and demonstra
tions throughout the country to 

express their determination to 
build a new society free from ex
ploitation. 

A show-case displays an issue 
of Pravda carrying Lenin's speech 
at the plenum of the Mos
cow Soviet on November 20, 
1922. In his speech Lenin ex
presses confidence that the Party 
could succeed in solving its main 
task that of building socialism . He 
said, 

"Difficult as this task may be, 
new as it may be compared with 
our previous task, and numerous 

as the difficulties may be that it 
entails, we shall all-not in a day, 
but in a few years-all of us to
gether fulfil it whatever the cost, 
so the NEP Russia will become so
cialist Russia ." 

The items arranged on the cen
tral wall illustrate the formation of 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Re
publics (USSR). A facsimile of a 
quotation from Lenin on the wall 
reads, 

"We want a voluntary union of 
nations-a union which precludes 
any coercion of one nation by an
other-a union founded on com
plete confidence, on a clear re
cognition of brotherly unity, on 
absolutely voluntary consent." 

Other exhibits on view are the 
Treaties which the Russian Feder
ative Republic signed with other 
Soviet republics-the Ukraine, By
elorussia and the Transcaucasian 
Federation and the decrees which 
the government of Soviet Russia 
adopted on assistance to other re
publics in the restoration of their 
economies and in socialist con
struction. On the wall is a manu
script of Lenin's "Theses for the 
Second Congress of the Com
munist International. Rough Draft 
of the Theses on National and Co
lonial Questions" (1920) . In it the 
Soviet leader emphasized how 
important it was for the independ
ent Soviet republics to unite into 
a single state. 

In the first place, he writes, in 
view of the capitalist encircle
ment, it is impossible to sustain 
the existence of the Soviet repu 
blics without the closest union be
tween them . 

In the second place, it is impos
sible to restore the means of pro-
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duction destroyed by imperialism 
and to ensure the well-being of 
the working people without a 
close economic union between 
the Soviet republics . 

In the third place, such a union 
would make it possible to set up a 
single planned socialist economy. 

Other items on display include 
numerous letters and resolutions 
passed at meetings of the work
ing masses held in cities and the 
countryside which express a firm 
determination to become united 
into a single state. There are also 
decisions taken by Congresses of 
the Soviet republics to the effect 
that the establishment of a Union 
of Soviet Republics is both desir
able and necessary. Giving ex
pression to the will of all the na
tions and nationalities, the First 
All-Union Congress of Soviets ap
proved on December 30, 1922 in 
Moscow, the Declaration and 
Treaty on the Formation of the 
Union of Soviet Socialist Repub
lics. 

Following the Congress, the 
Presidium of the USSR Central Ex
ecutive Committee issued an add
ress to all the nations and govern
ments of the world. The address, 
a copy of which is on view, pro
claims, 

"The union state, which has 
been created . . . on the basis of 
fraternal co-operation between 
the peoples of the Soviet repu
blics sets itself the aim of living in 
peace with all nations. Acting and 
working together in harmony the 
equal nationalities will develop 
their culture and prosperity and 
fulfil the tasks of the working peo
ple's power." 
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THE LAST YEAR 
OF LENIN'S LIFE AND WORK 
(DECEMBER 1922-JANUARY 1924) 

The titanic workload involved 
in Lenin's leadership of the Party 
and state and the aftereffects of 
the attempt on his life under
mined his health. In December 
1922, he had an attack which led 
to a sharp deterioration in his 
condition. The doctors forbade 
him to do any work or read news
papers and magazines. He in
sisted, however, on dictating his 

"diary". On view is a photocopy 
of a register kept by secretaries 
on duty who recorded all the 
work did between December 23, 
1922 and February 9, 1923. The 
following works were dictated by 
Lenin over this period: "Letter to 
the Congress", "On Granting 
Legislative Functions to the State 
Planning Commission", "The 
Question of Nationalities or 'Auto-

nomisation"', "Pages from a Di 
ary", "On Co-operation," "Our 
Revolution", "How We Should 
Reorganise the Workers' and 
Peasants' Inspection" (Recom
mendation to the 12th Party Con
gress), and "Better Fewer, but 
Better". Pages from these works 
form part of the display. 

Although he was severely ill, 
Lenin retained a clear mind and 
immense will-power and was 
highly optimistic. "He was a very 
cheerful, persistent and steadfast 
person, an optimist. His usual, 

Lenin at Gorki. August 1922. 
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predominant mood was one of in
tense concentration," Nadezhda 
Krupskaya wrote later. His work 
on his. last letters and articles re
quired really heroic efforts: al
ready seriously ill, at first he was 
only able to dictate for five to ten 
minutes per day, and later for no 
more than 30 to 40 minutes a day. 
This entailed great difficulties. 
Lenin was in a hurry to express 
everything on his mind. Besides, 
he was not accustomed to work
ing with a stenographer. Before 
his illness, he had written most of 
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his letters and articles himself. He 
said that he was used to seeing 
his manuscript before his eyes, to 
stopping and considering in the 
difficult cases when he "got 
stuck", walking about the room, 
even simply running out to take a 
walk; and now he often wanted to 
grab a pencil and make his cor
rections himself. Dictating was 
an additional strain. First he had 
to turn his ideas over in his mind 
so as not to waste a moment in 
dictation. But, with his usual per
sistence he overcame all difficul
ties. "He dictates splendidly as he 
always does, without stopping, 
rarely having to search for the ap
propriate form of expression. In-

deed, rather than dictating, he 
speaks and gesticulates," a secre
tary on duty wrote in the register 
on February 2. 

Lenin's indomitable willpower, 
the awareness of his responsibili 
ties and his concern for the future 
of his country and its further de
velopment gave him the strength 
to overcome pain and to accom
plish what seemed to be beyond 
human capacity. Despite his ill
ness, he wrote a number of re
markable works in a mere six 
weeks. As is the case with all his 
work, they are distinguished by 
clear, profound thought, impec
cable logic and excellent knowl
edge of life. 

Room No.18 

HALL 
OF MOURNING 

Lenin died in Gorki not far from 
Moscow at 6.50 p.m. on 21 Janu
ary 1924, three months before his 
54th birthday. The next day an ex
traordinary plenary session of the 
RCP(B) Central Committee 
adopted an appeal, "To the Party. 
To All Working People." 

The wall to the right of the en
trance is painted black. Against 
this background is an excerpt 
from the appeal, 

"All that is indeed great and 
heroic in the proletariat-the fear
less mind, the iron, inflexible, 
persistent will that overcomes all 
obstacles, the sacred hate, the 
hate for slavery and oppression 

till death, the revolutionary fer
vour which can move mountains, 
the boundless faith in the creative 
forces of the masses, the vast or
ganizational genius-all this found 
its personification in Lenin, 
whose name became the symbol 
for the new world from the East 
to the West, from the North to 
the South ." 

A few hours after Lenin 's 
death, his death mask and casts 
of his hands were made by the 
sculptor, S. Merkurov. They are 
in the centre of the exposition . 
Next to them are wreaths and 
banners. Hanging on the wall, 
which is made to imitate the wall 
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of the Kremlin, are photographs 
showing people paying their last 
respects to the Soviet leader. 

On January 27, 1924, at 
16.00 Moscow time, Lenin's body 
was laid to rest in the Mausoleum 
to the sounds of funerary music, 
thousands of factory hooters, and 
an artillery salute. 

During the days that follow
ed Lenin's death, more than 
240 thousand workers joined the 
Communist Party. Some of the 
applications for membership are 
displayed in show-cases. In an
other case are letters and tele
grams of condolences received 
from Soviet citizens and from 
people abroad. 

The room contains photo
graphs of the temporary wooden 
Mausoleum where Lenin's body 
was placed on 27 January, and 
the scale model of the present 
Mausoleum in marble and gran -

Lenin 's funera l. Moscow, January 1924. 

ite. An endless file of people have 
been coming here for more than 
half a century. 

. .. We are in Red Square. It is 
very nearly 11 o'clock in the 
morning. The doors to Lenin's 
Mausoleum will soon open. The 
square is filled with sunshine: 
sentries, their bayonets gleaming, 
guard the black-and-red granite 
Mausoleum. 

The Kremlin clock chimes the 
hour. With firm measured step 
the sentries change guard. As the 
chimes fade away, the doors of 
the Mausoleum open. The people 
queueing outside enter it and 
walk down the steps into the Hall 
of Mourning. Lenin lies in state in 
a glass sarcophagus in the middle 
of the Hall. Each visitor sees him 
for a total of eighty seconds: an 
eighty seconds that will remain 
with them for the rest of their 
lives. 

Room No.19 

AGREAT 
HERITAGE OF IDEAS 

The heritage of ideas left by 
Lenin is the subject of the display 
in Room 19 in which are exhibited 
various editions of his works pub
lished both in this country and 
abroad. The first of Lenin's 
known works was published in 
1893 and his last in 1923. Within a 
space of thirty years Lenin wrote 
hundreds of books, thousands of 
articles and letters and made in
numerable reports . As of today, 
over 21 thousand of his works 

and other documents have been 
published. 

On display in the room is every 
edition of Lenin's Collected 
Works ever published in the 
USSR. The first edition was 
printed at the decision of the 
Ninth Party Congress while Lenin 
was still alive. In 20 volumes, 
it contains more than 
1,500 works. 

In a show-case is the Central 
Committee decision dated 8 Janu-
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ary 1957 to publish Lenin's Com
plete Works in 55 volumes. The 
first volumes of this last edition, 
which comprises some nine thou
sand works and documents, were 
issued in 1958 and Volume 55 in 
1965. About 1, 100 works are pub
lished for the first time. 

Among the other items on view 
are anthologies, selected works, 
and separate editions of his books 
and articles published in the Un
ion republics in Russian and in 
the vernacular languages. As of 
1 July 1985 the total number of 
copies of works by Lenin publish
ed in the USSR in the 68 lan
guages of this country and in 
54 foreign languages stood at 
over 622 million. 

Lenin's momentous ideas are 
treasured by working people 
throughout the world. Hundreds 
of red signs on a large globe in 
the middle of the room mark the 
cities and countries where 
Lenin's works have been publish
ed. Lenin's works head the list of 
most widely translated litera
ture. 

The exhibits include an anthol
ogy of Lenin's works published in 
1919 in Budapest in Hungarian 
under the title, The Path of 
Struggle. It contains "Letters on 
Tactics", "The April Theses", and 
his speeches at the Third Con
gress of the Soviets . In 1919, the 
Bulgarian Communists set up Lib 
eration, a workers' co-operative, 
with a publishing department 
which was to produce and distrib
ute Marxist literature. In 1922, 
Liberation printed a pamphlet 
containing Lenin's article, "The 
Importance of Gold Now and Af
ter the Complete Victory of So-

cialism", and other papers . In the 
years of fascist reaction, Lenin's 
"Left-Wing Communism" was 
published illegally by the German 
Communists . It was distributed as 
a manual on travelling and athlet
ics. Defying a repressive police 
regime, the Argentinian Com
munists issued a 43-volume Span
ish-language edition of Lenin's 
complete works in an impressive 
total of 276 thousand copies . Cop
ies of all these editions are repre
sented in the collection . 

Lenin's works are regularly 
published in over fifty foreign 
countries: Britain, the United 
States, France, Brazil, Italy, 
Sweden, Finland, India, Czechos
lovakia, Poland, Bulgaria, and 
Vietnam, to name but a few. 
Some of these editions are dis
played together with a jubilee 
12-volume edition of Lenin's 
works printed in Japan to mark 
the 90th anniversary of his birth . 
In the post-war years, two-vo
lume collections of Lenin 's works 
have been issued in New York, 
Athens, Milan, Oslo, Brussels, To
kyo and other places. All in all, 
his articles and books have been 
published in 134 languages in var
ious countries. 

The friezes decorating the 
walls of Room 19 illustrate the sig
nificance of Leninism for working 
people in the Soviet Union build
ing the road to communism, for 
the peoples building socialism in 
their own countries, and for those 
who are fighting for the victory of 
democracy and socialist revolu
tion or support the establishment 
and consolidation of independent 
national states. 

Room No.20 

LENIN'S PLAN 
TO BUILD SOCIALISM 
IN THE USSR 
TRANSLATED INTO PRACTICE 
(1925-1941) 

The documents, photographs, 
and scale models of machines 
and buildings in the collection 
reflect the construction of social
ism in the USSR in the years be
tween 1925 and June 1941.0n the 
central wall is a quotation from 
the new edition of the Pro
gramme of the Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union: "The work
ing man became the sole master 
of the country. A socialist society 
was built in the USSR." This is the 
result of a social revolution of 
worldwide historical signific -

ance. 
Displayed in stands and show

cases are excerpts from the 
Marxist-Leninist classics on the 
role of the proletarian dictator
ship in socialist construction. Also 
on view is the Chapter on Eco
nomic Tasks from the Party's Pro
gramme adopted at the RCP(B)'s 
Eighth Congress in March 1919. 
Prominently inscribed is a quota
tion from the CPSU Programme 
on the key items of Lenin's plan 
for the construction of socialism 
in the USSR-socialist industriali-
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zation, the organization of the 
peasants into farming co-opera
tives, and the cultural revolution . 
Show-cases contain the following 
and other works by Lenin on 
these subjects: "The State and the 
Revolution", "The Immediate 
Tasks of the Soviet Government", 
"Economics and Politics in the Era 
of the Dictatorship of the Proletar
iat", "Better Fewer, But Better", 
"On Co-operation". 

The exhibition· is divided into 
four main sections. Section One 
is a documentary story illustrating 
the implementation of Lenin's 
plan for industrialization. 

The Soviet method of industri
alisation differed radically from 
the capitalist method. Capitalist 
countries obtained the means 
they required for this purpose 
from intense exploitation of the 
workers, by imposing war indem
nities, plundering colonies and 
making use of foreign loans. Such 
methods were out of the question 
in the case of the Soviet Union, 
which relied on its own resources 
to industrialize: profits from na
tionalized industries, savings ac
cumulated from agriculture and 
from domestic and foreign trade 
earnings. The economy drive was 
the order of the day. One of the 
items on view is an appeal issued 
by the Central Committee of the 
All-Union Communist Party 
(Bolsheviks), "On the Economy 
Drive. To All Party Organizations, 
To All Party Control Commis
sions, To All Party Members Em
ployed by Productive, Co-opera
tive, Commercial, Banking and 
Other Establishments". Another 
item is an application submitted 
to the Central Committee of the 
Textile Workers' Union by 

women workers from the Krasny 
Perekop Factory, in Yaroslavl, 
who asked to be given four looms 
to operate instead of two. This 
document is one of many show
ing that public ownership of the 
means of production and the in
terest every worker took in the 
successful operation of the econ 
omy had become a reliable guar
antee of the feasibility of all tar
geted plans. 

During the first five-year plan 
of 1929-1932, which was fulfilled 
ahead of schedule, the state was 
able to spend 8.8 thousand mil
lion roubles in capital investment, 
or twice the sum spent in the pre
vious (1918-1928) decade. In the 
second five-year plan of 
1933-1937, capital investment 
shot up to 19.7 thousand million 
roubles. In the three and a half 
years of the third plan up to the 
time Nazi Germany attacked the 
Soviet Union in 1941, capital in
vestment amounted to 20.4 thou 
sand million. These figures are il
lustrated in a chart, "Capital 
Investment in the USSR (in com
parable prices)". 

A powerful industry was in the 
making in the USSR. New facto
ries, big for those days, were un 
der construction, such as the 
Urals Engineering Plant, the Mag
nitogorsk Steel Mill and the 
Gorky Motorworks. The con
struction of these projects is the 
subject of photographs on the 
walls . Special issues of Pravda 
newspaper carrying the following 
headlines-"Ural-Kuznetsk Com
plex-Triumph for Party Line", 
"Five-Year Plan Creates Thou
sands of Industries", "USSR 
Ploughs Fields with Its Own Trac
tors and Drives Its Own Cars" and 

others-reflect the successes 
scored in industrialisation in 
those years. 

Some of the exhibits tell the 
story of the Dnieper Hydroelec
tric Power Station, the first major 
project of the first five-year plan. 
This station, forming part of the 
GOELRO project, was originally 
called Alexandrovskaya after 
I. G. Alexandrov who designed it. 
Alexandrov told Lenin that the 
complex development of Zapo
rozhye, one of the richest areas 
in the Ukraine, offered vast pot
ential. This could be achieved by 
building a powerful electric sta
tion on the Dnieper River rapids. 
"I am your sincere supporter," 
Lenin told Alexandrov. "To tell 
you a secret, we must have 
abundant imagination, we must 
be. able to dr~am while remaining 
arch-realists ." 

The whole country took part in 
building the project, the biggest 
in Europe. Its first phase gen
erated 650 thousand kilowatts. Ex
hibits relating to the power sta
tion form part of the display: a 
Council of Labour and Defence 
ruling "On Construction of the 
Dnieper Power Station" passed in 
1921, with Lenin's participation, a 
scale model of the construction 
site, and a photograph of the rally 
held to inaugurate the V. I. Lenin 
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Mock-up of the Dnieper 
Hydroelectric Power 
Station, the first Soviet 
power station (1932). 

Dnieper Station in 1932. 
Early in the 1930s factories and 

plants were built in every repu
blic. The photographs in the 
room show the ceremony for the 
opening of the Turkestan-Sibe
rian Railway in 1930, an overall 
view of the May Day Dam across 
the Zeravshan River in the Uzbek 
SSR (1930) and a panorama of the 
Bukhta llyicha oilfield in Baku 
(1935) . A table of statistics on the 
wall indicates that in comparison 
with 1913, gross industrial output 
by 1940 had grown by: 324 times 
in Tajikistan, 153 times in Kir
ghizia, 68 times in Azerbaijan and 
23 times in Armenia . The modern 
industry being built up in every 
constituent republic was tremen
dously important in the efforts to 
eliminate backwardness and en 
sure the all-round development 
of formerly oppressed peoples. 

The success of socialist indus
trialization aroused a great surge 
of enthusiasm among millions of 
people who now showed a new, 
creative interest in their work. 
Among the exhibits is a bas-relief 
presented to the Museum by 
workers from the city of Kharkov 
bearing the following inscription: 
"Five-Year Plan in Four Years." 
Employees in many industries dis
played an exemplary attitude to 
their work . 
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In a stand between the win 
dows on the left is a copy of 
Lenin's article, "How to Organize 
Competition?", wh ich was pub
lished posthumously in Pravda in 
January 1929. Prominence is 
given to the following excerpt 
from the text, "Far from extin 
guishing competition, socialism, 
on the contrary, for the first time 
creates the opportunity for em
ploying it on a really wide and a 
really mass scale .. . " 

In another stand between the 
windows there is a special display 
for a photostat of the first Soviet 
agreement for a socialist emula
tion drive. In 1929, a cutters ' 
team from the pipe shop at the 
Krasny Vyborzhets Factory in 
Leningrad challenged the work
ing force of all plants and facto 
ries in the USSR to compete 
against each other in increasing 
their production quotas. Many 
took up the challenge. 

A significant page in the chron
icles of the socialist emulation 
campaign was inscribed by the 
Stakhanovite movement. In 1935 
Alexei Stakhanov, a peasant 
turned miner, produced 102 tons 
of coal in one shift, 14 times his 
daily quota. He had quite a few 
followers, many of whom worked 
at enterprises other than mines. A 
1935 photograph in the room 
shows Alexei Stakhanov explain
ing his system of operation to 
workers at the lrmino colliery. 

In the years between 1928 and 
1941 , this country built nine thou 
sand new industrial enterprises as 
is shown on a map, ':Projects in 
the First Five-Year Plans" 
mounted in the middle of the 
room . The success of the industri
alisation campaign was an im-

pressive achievement for a nation 
which had started from scratch . 

The second section in the dis
play is devoted to the socialist 
transformation of agriculture, a 
programme devised by Lenin and 
implemented by the Party and the 
Soviet people . The following 
works by Lenin are on display: 
the original version of his article, 
"The Immediate Tasks of the So
viet Government", "Draft of 
RCP(B) Programme", "Report on 
Work in the Countryside, 
23 March 1919", "The Tax in 
Kind ", "On Co-operation " and 
others . These works outline ways 
along which peasants could em 
bark on socialist production. 
They spell out the basic princi 
ples and forms of co-operative 
farming . Another item on view is 
a resolution, "On Work in the 
Countryside" passed in Decem
ber 1927, by the Party's 15th Con 
gress which has become known 
as the Collectivisation Congress. 
Among the other exhibits in the 
section are several Party docu
ments dedicated to socialist re 
form in the countryside. 

This was an immense task. A 
diagram in a show-case shows 
that there were 24 million small 
peasant farms in the countryside. 
The peasants were a large and 
mostly backward mass of people. 
Without a radical reorganization 
of the peasant class into co-op
eratives, the plan to build social 
ism was inconceivable . The Com
munist Party, therefore, attached 
great importance to propaganda 
of the experience gained by this 
country's first co-operative farms 
set up under Lenin's direct guid 
ance. The peasants had to be 
convinced of the advantages of 
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Young women of Turkmen la, who have shed the yashmak, are learn ing to read and write. 

collective farming over individual 
farming . A photograph shows the 
Soviet President Mikhail Kalinin 
handing over an act granting land 
in perpetual tenure to the Sot
sialdy collective farm, in the Ka 
zakh Republic, in 1935. 

Exhibits testify to the consider
able help given by the working 
class to the peasants . Lenin had 
once dreamed of one hundred 
thousand tractors being supplied 
to the countryside. A number of 
diagrams show that whereas in 
1928 there were 18 thousand trac
tors in the countryside, by 1940 
this number had risen to 
684 thousand . Several photo
graphs show the welcome given 
to the first tractor in the village of 
Larino near Smolensk in 1925; the 
sowing of crops at the Gigant col 
lective farm in the Northern Cau
casus . in 1930; tractors at the 
Krasny Putilovets Factory in Len
ingrad in 1929; and the mass ap
plication for collective-farm mem
bership in the Borisoglebsky dis
trict, in Central Russia, in 1930. A 
scale model of the first Soviet 

wheel tractor of 1930 is also dis
played in the room . 

The collectivisation of agricul
ture went on successfully. By the 
mid -30s, collective and state
owned farms had become domi 
nant in the countryside. The em
ergence of collective farming as 
the basis of a large-scale socialist 
crop-growing economy con 
verted the Soviet Union from a 
country dominated by a mass of 
petty peasant farmsteads into a 
land of major mechanized agri 
culture. 

The third section of the room is 
dedicated to the enormous trans
formations that took place in So
viet culture. The following quota
tion from Lenin is prominently 
displayed : 

"Education workers, and the 
Communist Party as the vanguard 
in the struggle, should consider it 
their fundamental task to help en 
lighten and instruct the working 
masses. " 

A number of diagrams, tables 
and photographs illustrate how il 
literacy was eliminated and sec-
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ondary education built up, cultu 
ral and educational offices esta
blished, and how a new intell i
gentsia dedicated to the people 's 
cause emerged. They also speak 
of the achievements in Soviet 
science, of the efforts to bring up 
a new man, and of the genuine 
cultural revolution that took place 
throughout the USSR including 
such formerly remote provinces 
of Russia as Central Asia, the Far 
North and Siberia. 

The Table "Growth in Number 
of Universities, Colleges and 
Technical Schools in the Consti 
tuent Republics" indicates the im
portance attached to the training 
of qualified specialists. Whereas 
in 1914-1915, there was not one 
college or university in Kazakh
stan and Central Asia, by 1941 
there were 67 establ ishments of 
higher education in these re
gions. 

As part of the cultural revolu
tion, the Soviet state sought to en
sure ·genuine equality of rights for 
women in the USSR. A 1925 pho
tograph in one of the stands 
shows young Turkmenian 
women, who had just discarded 
their yashmaks, sitting in a class
room. The photograph is sym
bolic of the tremendous effort 
that had to be made to combat 
women 's backward position in 
formerly remote provinces where 
century-old traditions still domi
nated the minds and everyday 
life. Education helped millions of 
women of various nationalities to 
contribute to socialized produc
tion and to take part in the coun
try's pol itical and cultural life. By 
1940, women made up 41 per 
cent of all Soviet industrial and of-

fice employees, this figure having 
grown three fold as against the 
late twenties. 

The final section of the display 
shows the changes that had taken 
place in Soviet society. From the 
documents, tables and diagrams 
on view it becomes clear that by 
the mid -30s, socialist relations in 
production had been established 
in all parts of the national econ 
omy and that a new socialist 
economy had been set up. The 
socialist revolution had accom
plished its main task. From now 
on the working class, peasants 
and intelligentsia determined the 
pattern of Soviet society. 

A stand and show-case right of 
the entrance contain exhibits re
lating to the Leninist policy on na
tionalities adopted by the Soviet 
state. The documents on display 
illustrate the growth of industry 
and development of culture in the 
constituent republ ics. There are 
materials about the accession of 
Lithuania, Latvia, and Estonia to 
the Soviet Union, about the pro
clamation of the Moldavian So
viet Socialist Republic, and other 
developments. 

In 1936, the Soviet Union 
adopted a new Constitution 
wh ich gave leg islative expression 
to the victory of socialism in the 
country. The Constitution is 
among the exhibits in the room. 

At the end of the display is a 
quotation from Lenin : 

"A socialist Soviet Republic in 
Russia will stand as a living exam
ple to the peoples of all countries, 
and the propaganda and the revo
lutionizing effect of this example 
will be immense." 

Room No.21 

DEFENDING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF SOCIALISM 
DURING THE GREAT PATRIOTIC WAR 
(1941-1945) 

Two documents- one dated 
21 February 191B and the other 
29 June 1941- are on display: 
Lenin's decree, "The Socialist Fa
therland Is in Danger", and a di
rective jointly issued by the 
Council of People's Commissars 
and by the All -Union Communist 
Party (Bolsheviks) Central Com
mittee to all Party and state orga
nizations in the front-line areas. 
There is a direct link between the 
two documents: at times of 

danger for the nation, the Com
munist Party· and Soviet govern 
ment appeal to the people to take 
up arms to fight the enemy. 

The famous poster Your Moth 
erland-Country Is Calling by 
I. Toidze hangs on the central 
wall. The exhibits include a copy 
of Pravda for 3 July 1941 with a 
speech by Stalin, Chairman of the 
State Defence Committee, and 
two photographs: one shows an 
infantry column march ing to the 
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front in June 1941, and the other
the military parade in Moscow on 
7 November 1941 . 

The month of November was 
cold and snowy in that first year 
of the war. Leaving a trail of foot
prints in the wet snow behind 
them, Soviet soldiers clad in army 
coats and carrying combat arms 
marched past Lenin 's Tomb, in 
Red Square. From Red Square 
they went straight to the front to 
block Hitler's approach to Mos
cow. 

"Every time a difficult situation 
arose during the war the Party 
mobilised the Communists," 
Lenin wrote during the Civil War. 
This quotation is given promi 
nence in the display. During the 
Great Patriotic War every other 
soldier was a Communist or a 
Komsomol member. The Com
munists who fought in the most 
dangerous or difficult parts of the 
front were model f ighters whose 

Victory Parade. June 24, 1945. 

courage, military tactics and self
less devotion to Lenin's cause 
served as an example to others. 
"We are defending Lenin's cause. 
There can be no doubt that the 
enemy will be defeated. We shall 
win," wrote Communist soldiers 
in one of their combat news re
leases in December 1941 . 

Stands and show-cases contain 
precious mementoes of the war 
years- Party and Komsomol mem
bership cards stained with blood 
and riddled with enemy bullets, 
applications for Party member
ship which Red Army soldiers 
and commanders wrote during 
lulls in the fighting, soil from 
Mamayev Hill soaked with the 
blood of the defenders of Stalin
grad, newspapers produced by 
underground Party committees in 
the Nazi-held territory, and oaths 
sworn by partisans and signed in 
their blood. 

The Party was in charge of put-
Soldier ·liberator. Sculptor Ye. Vuchetich . 

ting the economy on to a war 
footing. In a large-scale operation 
carried out with the minimum of 
delay, the Soviet people success
fully moved industrial enterprises 
to the eastern parts of the coun
try. As a result of heroic efforts, 
within three or four weeks the re
sited factories and plants were 
operating round the clock to 
make everything needed for the 
front. Among the exhibits in · the 
room are samples of weapons 
this country made during the war, 
as well as banners awarded to the 
working force of various indus
trial enterprises and to combat 
units on behalf of the State De
fence Committee. Other awards 
on display are Soviet medals and 
orders. 
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On display is a copy of the 
statue of Lenin sculpted by M . 
Manizer in 1926. This sculpture 
has an interesting history. In 1935, 
the Bronze-Casting Works in Le
ningrad cast a bronze copy of the 
statue for the town of Pushkin 
near Leningrad . When they oc
cupied Pushkin in October 1943 
the Germans sent the statue to 
the town of Eisleben in Germany 
to be melted down . However, an 
anti -Nazi group managed to save 
it and on 2 July 1945, it was in 
stalled in one of the squares in 
Eisleben. 

Among the exhibits are dona
tions the Museum has received 
from abroad . A bas-relief of Lenin 
was presented by the Communist 
cell in the town of Romainville in 
France. It bears the inscription : 
"This is the work of Comrade 
Marcel Ethis shot by the Nazis in 
Mont-Valerien on 11 August for 
sheltering the patriots ." A ker
chief with Lenin 's portrait was do
nated by the Edmond Devaux 
Communist cell. The kerchief be
longed to a Communist, Edmond 
Devaux, whom the Nazis put be
fore a firing squad for his anti-fas
cist activities. 

Another donation comes from 
Spain . It is a small photograph of 
Lenin in Red Square on 7 Novem
ber 1919. The Spanish Commun
ist poet, Marcos Ana, who sent 
the photo, recalls· that this picture 
of Lenin helped him and his com
rades to endure the tortures they 
were subjected to in the fascist 
prison of Porlier. 

The just war of liberation 
against the Nazis ended in vic
tory. The Soviet Army rescued 
the peoples of Europe from slav-
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ery and delivered the Asian na
tions from the Japanese imperial
ist yoke. Some of the photo
graphs in the room show the 
welcome which the Soviet sol
diers were given in Poland and 
Romania, in Czechoslovakia and 
Bulgaria, in Hungary and Yugos
lavia, in North-Western China 
and in Northern Korea. 

A large photograph depicts the 
Victory Parade on June 24, 1945. 
The victorious soldiers who have 
saved the world from the fascist 
scourge march through Red 
Square, carrying standards with 
black eagles and swastikas, em
blems of the Nazi divisions and 
regiments they have routed . They 
throw them down onto the cob
blestones at the foot of Lenin's 
Mausoleum. 

The following quotation from 
Lenin inscribed in large letters 
forms part of the exhibition: 

"A nation in which the majority 
of workers and peasants realise, 
feel and see that they are fighting 
for their own Soviet power, for 
the rule of the working people, 
for the cause whose victory will 
ensure them and their children all 
the benefits of culture, of all that 
has been created by human la
bour-such a nation can never be 
vanquished." 

The last section of the display 
reflects the efforts made by the 
Party and state to consolidate the 
country's defences and streng
then its armed forces today. A 
number of photographs show the 
military manoeuvres held by the 
Warsaw Treaty armies and meet
ings between soldiers from the 
Soviet Union and other socialist 
states. The Soviet Army is a reli
able guard of the Soviet Union's 
security and a protector of 
peace. 

Room No.22 

THE PERFECTION OF 
SOCIALIST SOCIETY 
AND THE BUILDING 
OF COMMUNISM 

The display in the room begins 
with documentary and other ma
terials illustrating the efforts to 
restore the war-ravaged Soviet 
economy. Left of the entrance is a 
table, "The Damage the Nazi In
vaders Inflicted on the National 
Economy". More than twenty mil
lion Soviet citizens died at the 
front and in Nazi concentration 
camps. One-third of the country's 
wealth was destroyed. On Soviet 
soil, the Nazis burnt and left in 

ruins 1,710 cities and towns, 
more than 70 thousand villages, 
and tens of thousands of indus
trial enterprises, hospitals, secon
dary and technical schools, col
leges, universities and libraries. 
Photographs in this section show 
Leningrad in ruins (1943) and 
other Soviet cities, towns and vil
lages after being sacked by the 
Nazis. 

One of the documents on view 
is 'The Law on the Five-Year Plan 
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for the Restoration and Develop
ment of the USSR National Econ 
omy in 1946-1950" . In that five
year plah, the first to be adopted 
by the USSR Supreme Soviet af
ter the war, the main economic 
and political goal was not merely 
to restore industry and agricul 
ture to their pre-war capacity, but 
also to raise the economy to a 
much higher level. The plan was 
accomplished in four years and 
3 months. In the first stand inside 
the entrance, there is a selection 
of copies of Pravda carrying arti
cles about the social ist emulation 
drives launched throughout the 
country to fulfil production quo
tas in industry ahead of schedule . 
Displayed next is a medal, "For 
the Restoration of Ferrous Metal 
lurgy Plants in the South " insti 
tuted by the government in 1948. 
In World War II the Soviet Union 
lost 68 per cent of its industrial 
plants producing cast and pig
iron and 58 per cent of its steel in
dustry. The major iron and steel 
mills in the south of the USSR 
were destroyed by the Germans 
who invaded the area . Restora
tion of these industries was a pri 
ority wh ich was tackled immedi 
ately after the Germans were 

The first rehabi litated blast 
furnace at the 
Zaporozhsta l Works (1947). 

expelled in 1943. 
As a result of hard work and 

self-sacrifice, the first furnaces 
went back into operation early in 
1945. The medal, "For the Resto
ration of Ferrous Metallurgy 
Plants", was awarded to more 
than 68 thousand people. Next to 
the medal is a scale model of the 
first furnace to be restored at the 
Zaporozhstal Works in 1947. 

Displayed on the stands are 
Party Congress decrees setting 
out basic principles of the devel
opment of socialism into com 
munism . 

Exhibited alongside the original 
draft copies of articles by Lenin, 
"The Immediate Tasks of Soviet 
Power", and other works on the 
construction of socialism, is the 
present-day Party Programme 
adopted at the 27th Congress of 
the Communist Party of the So
viet Union . Th is is a programme 
for the systematic and all -round 
perfection of the socialist system 
that has achieved total victory in 
the USSR, for Soviet society's 
further advance to communism 
on the basis of the country 's 
socio-economic development. 
This is a programme for the 
struggle for peace. 

"In the name of man, for the 
good of man", these are the 
words inscribed on the banner of 
socialist society, as is illustrated 
by the exhibits in the room. In 
this society: exploitation has been 
got rid of forever; conditions 
have been created for improving 
the welfare of the whole people; 
an equal right to work is guaran 
teed and national inequality has 
been eliminated; genuine democ
racy is developing and a ge
nuinely humanist Marxist-Leninist 
ideology predominates; f inally, a 
socialist way of life has taken 
shape giving the working man 
confidence in the future. 

At the present stage of perfect
ing socialism, the creative forces 
of the new system and the advan 
tages of the socialist way of life 
are coming into their own . A 
powerful industry is at work in 
the country, our scientists and 
artists lead the world. 

The Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union and the Soviet state 
pay particular attention to the de
velopment of the economy as be
ing an all -important condition for 
the construction of the new so
ciety. On display are the basic 
guidelines adopted by the con
gresses for the economic and so
cial development of the USSR 
over five-year and longer peri
ods. 

Party policy today is aimed at 
speeding up the socio-economic 
development of the country. 
Many exhibits in the room illus
trate this goal : they testify to the 
radical modernization of industry 
and agriculture thanks to the 
achievements of science and 
engineering and show the Party 
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line as being to raise the national 
economy to an entirely new 
scientific and technological le
vel. 

Today, special attention is 
given to power engineering, me
tallurgy and machine-building . 
One of the tables on display, 
"Production of Major Types of In
dustrial Output", shows that 
whereas in 1940 gross output of 
electricity was 48.6 thousand mil
lion kilowatt-hours and in 1980 it 
stood at 1,295 thousand million, 
by the end of the 11th five-year 
plan period it was more than 
1,550 thousand million kilowatt
hours. A hydroelectric project is 
under construction on the Yenisei 
River, near the village of Shush 
enskoye. The major part of work 
on the station has been com
pleted in the 11th five-year plan 
period. Displayed in a stand is 
part of the ribbon which was cut 
at the unveiling ceremony for the 
first phase, commissioned ahead 
of schedule, of this 6.4mln kw sta
tion, the biggest in the world . 
Other exhibits in the stand in
clude badges and special issues 
of the newspaper Krasnoyarsky 
rabochi (Krasnoyarsk Worker) 
printed to mark the occasion. 

A number of exhibits serve as a 
reminder of the importance this 
country attaches to the develop
ment of the motor-industry. On 
view are two scale models of lor
ries: the 100-ton Kamaz-5320 
made at the Kama Motorworks 
and the Belaz-75191 tip-up vehi
cle made at the Byelorussian Mo
torworks, one of the oldest in this 
country. At present, the Kama 
plant produces 150 thousand lor
ries a year. 
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Space-exhibits stand . 

Occupying a central place in 
the exhibition is a large relief map 
illustrating the scale of the Soviet 
economy on which the Kama 
plant and other major projects of 
the twentieth century in European 
Russia, the Urals, Siberia, Central 
Asia and Kazakhstan are marked. 
Some of the projects will be of 
immense significance for the na
tional economy. The dotted line 
at the bottom of the map is the 
3,200-kilometre Baikal -Amur Rail 
way. In terms of scale, technical 
.complexity and the speed with 
which it has been constructed 
this project has no equals. Two
thirds of the line has been built 
over permafrost and more than 
1,500 kilometres in highly seismic 
areas. The railway will play a key 
role in developing the productive 
forces of Siberia and the Far 
East. 

On view is a memorial medal 
with the following wording, 
"From the Ye. 0. Paton Electrical 
Welding Institute". The Paton In
stitute in Kiev invented a welding 
method which is widely used 
throughout this country. 

In the left corner of the room 
furthest from the entrance is a 
desk souvenir shaped like a book. 

On one of its pages is Lenin's pro
file "drawn" by laser. This coun
try is implementing a major com 
plex programme on laser technol
ogies. The laser with its wide
ranging applications will help to 
raise productivity to a significant 
extent. Another exhibit is a micro
miniature system, a robot consist
ing of 4,500 electronic compo
nents. The introduction of robots 
into industry opens up revolution 
ary possibilities for raising the ef
ficiency of the entire Soviet econ
omy. 

This section also features me
morial medals struck to commem
orate the launching of the Earth's 
first man-made satellite-or Sput
nik-on 4 October 1957, a number 
of photographs of Yuri Gagarin, 
the world's first man in space 
(1961), and a photograph, "Lenin 
in his Study in the Kremlin on 
16 October 1918" which was 
taken into space on board the 
Voskhod spacecraft on 13 Oc
tober, 1964. The photograph is 
signed by the cosmonauts, 
V. M. Komarov, K. P. Feoktistov, 
and B. B. Yegorov, who formed 
the crew. In the collection is a 
present from cosmonauts 
Yu. V. Malyshev and V. V. Aksyo
nov-a model of the Soyuz-T 
spacecraft. 

The exhibition continues with a 
display of materials about efforts 
to translate into practice the pro
vision from the CPSU Pro
gramme, "Everything for the sake 
of man, for the benefit of man." 
By 1985 social security benefits 
amounting to 138 thousand mil
lion roubles had been granted to 
Soviet citizens. By the end of the 
11th five-year plan period, an av-

erage family of four will receive 
grants to the value of 2 thousand 
roubles. The state pays for free 
education and refresher courses. 
It also provides free medical aid, 
pensions, grants, scholarships, 
free and reduced -price accom
modation at sanatoria and rest 
homes and maintains children at 
creches and kindergartens . 

Every day, nearly 30 thousand 
Soviet citizens move into new 
flats. Over slightly less than two 
month~. enough flats are commis
sioned to populate a city of one 
million. A big photograph in the 
top tier of the display is of a new 
small town at the Baikal -Amur 
project. In accordance with the 
decrees of the Soviet Communist 
Party Congresses for the five
year plan, about 540 million 
square metres of housing is being 
built at the present time in the 
country . The Soviet Union is 
rightly called the land of new 
homes. 

A table on display close by 
shows that more than four-fifths 
of the gainfully employed popula 
tion have a higher or secondary 
education. In the 11th five-year 
plan period, the output of special
ists with a higher or secondary 
education was ten million. 

The programme for further im
provements in .standards of living 
embraces all aspects of life in this 
country. One of the priorities in 
this respect is improvement in the 
supply of foods to the population. 
An album (on display) called The 
USSR Food Programme Over the 
Period Up to 1990 describes the 
specific measures taken to imple
ment the Food Programme. 

They anticipate completing the 
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transfer of agriculture onto an in
dustrial basis, extensive introduc
tion of scientific methods of farm
ing, intensification of agricultural 
production to achieve rational 
use of land, machinery, man
power, raw materials and finan
cial resources . The USSR Food 
Programme envisages amalga
mating the forces of the whole 
agro-industrial complex . 

Industry keeps the villages sup
plied, particularly with deliveries 
of agricultural machinery. Models 
of the latest tractors are on view. 
Whereas in 1928, 27 thousand 
tractors and two combines were 
at work in our fields, today, in 
terms of total engine power, the 
USSR produces more tractors 
than any other country in the 
world, and, in terms of numbers, 
more than the USA, the FRG, 
France and Great Britain put to
gether. Every day over 1,500 ma
chines, destined to make work on 
the farm more efficient, come off 
the conveyor belt. 

The display on the central wall 
is dedicated to the socialist emu
lation drive in which over one 
hundred million people are taking 
part. Some of the photographs in 
this section were taken at Com
munist subbotniks at the Mos
cow-Kazan Railway Yard . In 1919 
workers at the yard set an exam
ple by repairing badly needed en
gines without asking for wages 
and in their own time. This was 
the first subbotnik : Lenin called 
their initiative "a great begin 
ning". Today subbotniks are held 
all over the country to mark red
letter days in the history of the 
USSR. 

A characteristic feature of so-
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cialism today is the close friend
ship that exists between the coun
try's nations and nationalities. A 
special section is devoted to this 
theme. On view in a stand are the 
Order of Friendship Among Na
tions instituted by the Soviet gov
ernment on 17 December 1972 
emblems of the Soviet republics~ 
forming part of the USSR and the 
texts of the CPSU Central Com
mittee resolutions on the celebra
tions to mark the 50th and 60th 
anniversaries of the foundation of 
the Union . These rulings speak 
about the triumph of Lenin's na
tional policies and outline ways of 
improving still further relations 
between nations and nationali 
ties. 

Developed socialism means 
government by the people, the 
broad involvement of workers in 
managing the affairs of society 
and state. One of the exhibits in a 
stand left of the map showing ma
jor Soviet projects for 1981-1985 
is a page from Lenin's work, The 
State and the Revolution in which 
he writes that in contrast to the 
false and squalid democracy of 
the capitalist world, ... "Commun
ism alone is capable of providing 
really complete democracy." 
Take the following example: 
more than half of the country's 
adult population-the working 
class, collective-farm peasantry, 
people's intelligentsia-took part 
in the discussion of the new edi
tion of the Programme of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union, a major document con 
taining the key to the country's 
further progress . 

The last section of the exhibi
tion is devoted to the CPSU's in -

ternational politics. One of the ex
hibits is a photostat of a page 
from Lenin's "Theses for the Sec
ond Congress of the Communist 
International" in which he pre
dicts a tendency "towards the 
creation of a single world econ
omy, regulated by the proletariat 
of all nations as an integral whole 
and according to a common 
plan" . 

Some documents in the section 
show that Lenin's prediction has 
come true. In a special display is 
the Statute of the Council for 
Mutual Economic Assistance 
(CMEA) and CMEA's Comprehen
sive Programme for the further 
expansion and perfection of co
operation and development of so
cialist economic integration be
tween the CMEA countries. Next 
to these documents are jointly de
vised five-year plans for co-op
eration in the economy, politics, 
and culture. The total population 
of the CMEA countries-Czecho
slovakia, Bulgaria, Hungary, the 
German Democratic Republic, 
Cuba, Mongolia, Poland, Viet
nam, Romania, and the Soviet Un
ion-is nearly 450 million people. 
Diagrams show that over the 
more than thirty-five-year period 
since CMEA was founded, its 
members have nearly doubled 
their share of world production. 

Co-operation based on Lenin's 
principles of socialist internation
alism has assumed grandiose pro
portions. A photograph on dis
play shows the laying of the 
Soyuz main gas pipeline and a 
medal, "For the Construction of 
the Soyuz Pipeline" . It will be re
called that Soyuz has secured 
economic growth in several so-

cialist countries, consolidated the 
fuel and energy supplies available 
to their economies and raised the 
efficiency of their industries. In
ternational projects like Soyuz 
promote progress and make the 
world socialist system more pow
erful. 

Some materials in the section 
bear evidence to the efforts made 
by the CPSU and other Commun 
ist parties to unite the main mo
tive forces of social develop
ment-world socialism, the work
ing-class and communist move
ment, the peoples of states re
cently liberated from the colonial 
yoke, mass democratic move
ments-against imperialism and 
its policy of aggression and subju
gation, in the name of democracy 
and social progress . 

The Soviet Union and all the so
cialist countries lead the peace
loving forces of our planet. The 
Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union is putting into practice 
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Welding the final joint of 
the International gas 
pipeline at the Soviet
Czechoslovak frontier. 

Lenin's behest (reproduced in 
large letters in the display): "To 
systematically promote a policy 
of peace, take all necessary steps 
to ensure its success". 

And nearby is an excerpt from 
the present edition of the Pro
gramme of the Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union which speaks 
of the historical mission of social
ism and of all the progressive, 
peace-loving forces of our planet 
to save humanity from catas
trophe, to eliminate the nuclear 
arsenals. The might of the Soviet 
Union will always serve the cause 
of peace. 

On stands and in display cases 
are copies of Pravda newspaper 
containing the Soviet Union's in
itiatives aimed at saving humanity 
from the threat of nuclear war, at 
freeing it from the burden of the 
arms race. Also to be seen here 
are a series of photographs illus
trating the world-wide peace 
movement. 



Room No.23 

THE COMMUNIST PARTY 
OF THE SOVIET UNION 
- THE LEADING FORCE 
IN SOVIET SOCIETY 

In the first stand to the right of 
the entrance is the following 
prominently displayed quotation 
from Len in's The State and Revo
lution, 

"By educating the workers ' 
party, Marxism educates the van 
guard of the proletariat, capable 
of assuming power and leading 
the whole people to socialism, of 
directing and organising the new 
system, of being the teacher, the 

guide, the leader of all the work
ing people" . 

Placed against a red back
ground on the central wall of this 
small room is a photographic col 
lage, "The Party Is the Mind, Ho
nour and Conscience of Our 
Times." The title of the collage is 
based on a quotation from 
Lenin, 

"We trust our Party. We see in 
it the mind, honour and con -

science of our times", which con
veys the theme of the collection 
in this room: that the CPSU's 
leading role is crucial - for the 
economic, social and spiritual 
progress of Soviet society tow
ards communism . 

The exhibits include the pres
ent CPSU Programme adopted by 
the 27th Congress in 1986, verba
tim reports of the 22nd to 27th 
Congresses, materials of the 
CPSU Central Committee ple
nums, and papers written by 
Communist Party leaders on is
sues relating to the construction 
of a new society. As a creatively 
developing doctrine, Marxism
Leninism ensures harmonious un
ity between revolutionary theory 
and revolutionary practice. 

In the 83 years since it was es
tablished, the Communist Party of 
the Soviet Union has grown from 
a small organization into a power
ful monolithic party of 19 million 
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members. On a stand to the left 
as one enters the room is a chart 
which makes it clear that the 
Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union-having become the party 
of the whole people, the inspiring 
and organizing force behind the 
dynamic role of the masses as the 
makers of history-has not lost its 
class character: it remains the 
party of the working class. 

The display is completed by a 
stand containing photographs of 
members of the Politbureau of 
the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union. Biographies of the Politbu 
reau and candidate Politbureau 
members are given on a revolv 
ing stand. 

The Communist Party is guided 
in all its activities by the well -tried 
Marxist-Leninist principles of 
proletarian, socialist international 
ism, it steadily translates into life 
Lenin's style of work. 
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Room devoted to the Ulyanovs. 

The eleven rooms on the sec
ond floor accommodate exhibi
tions, some of them permanent. 
One of the rooms left of the escal 
ator is dedicated to the Ulyanov 
family. Its collection includes doc
uments, photographs, personal 
belongings and books from the 
Ulyanovs' library. It also has 
sculptured portraits of members 
of the family by M . Manizer, 
G. Lavrov, R. Larin, S. Loik, and 
M. Vertinskaya . The big photo-

graph in the middle of the room is 
of the Ulyanovs in Simbirsk in 
1879. 

In some of the stands are items 
associated with Lenin's father, 
llya Nikolayevich, who worked 
selflessly to advance secondary 
education and to establish 
schools in villages. In his lifetime, 
llya Nikolayevich educated quite 
a few progressive-minded teach 
ers who were proud to regard 
themselves as his followers . 

There is a photostat copy of the 
certificate 1 lya U lyanov received 
on completing high school in As
trakhan and a diploma qualifying 
him as candidate of mathematics, 
given him in 1854 upon gradua
tion from the department of 
physics and mathematics of Ka
zan University. There are also 
photographs associated with his 
life and work. Other exhibits are 
the maths and physics curricula 

General view of Room No. 28. 

llya Ulyanov drew up for his pu
pils and pages from his scientific 
papers. "He was the highest au 
thority to us, a shining example of 
culture, erudition, industry, hon
esty and noble sentiments. We 
were also greatly influenced by 
our mother, Maria Alexandrovna 
who combined the best qualities 
of mother and teacher-bound
less love for us, children, a vast 
intelligence, splendid organiza-. 
tion, zest for life, consideration 

139 

for others, tact, will power and 
strength of character," recalled 
Lenin's younger brother Dmi 
tri. 

On exhibition are sheets of mu
sic which belonged to Lenin 's 
mother, Maria Alexandrovna . 
They are evocative of evenings in 
Simbirsk when all the Ulyanov 
family gathered round the piano 
and listened to Maria Alexan
drovna playing. 

There is a certificate with a 
gold medal of distinction awarded 
to Olga Ulyanova at the end of 
her studies at the Simbirsk Ladies 
Gymnasium in 1887. Displayed in 
another stand is a gymnasium es
say written by Lenin 's elder 
brother Alexander who was later 
executed for his part in an at
tempt on the Tsar 's life . In 
answer to the question, "What 
qualities make one useful to so
ciety and to the state?" Alexander 
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wrote, "In order to be a useful 
member of society a person must 
possess (a) honesty, (b) industri
ousness, (c) firm character, (d) in
tellect and (e) knowledge." Here 
also are pages from Alexander 
Ulyanov's paper on biology 
which won him a gold medal at 
St. Petersburg University. The ex
ample of his elder brother, his 
selflessness and readiness to sac
rifice his life to free Russia from 
tyrants did a lot to influence 
Lenin's decision to become a 
revolutionary. 

A number of documents reflect 
the life and work of Lenin's sis
ters Anna and Maria . They pers
evered with their revolutionary 
activities despite arrests, impris
onment and exile. Included in the 
exhibition are photographs of 
them taken at various times, their 
correspondence with Lenin, 
Maria's manuscripts, and some 
personal belongings, such as 
Maria's cloak. There are also a 
jacket, glasses, pen and brief
case, belonging to Dmitri Ulya
nov who in 1903 attended the 
Second Congress of the RSDLP at 
which the revolutionary Marxist 
organizations in Russia were un 
ited into the Bolshevik Party. Sub
sequently, Dmitri Ulyanov, a doc
tor by profession, took part in the 
1917 Revolution . He later held a 
number of Party and government 
posts. There are many photo
graphs and documents relating to 
the life and work of Lenin 's wife 
and comrade Nadezhda Krupsk
aya . These items testify to the in 
valuable help which Nadezhda 
Krupskaya gave Lenin throughout 
their married life. She was at his 
side at the most crucial points in 

his life. Together they went 
through the severe years of exile 
in Siberia and emigration . When 
they lived abroad, she set up 
Lenin's contacts with party orga
nizations in Russia and was in 
charge of his correspondence. 
After the 1917 Revolution she was 
an official at the People's Com
missariat of Education. 

Krupskaya's works on teaching 
are displayed in the room. Her 
major research on the subject 
earned her a degree of Doctor of 
Pedagogical Science. She is the 
author of the most complete and 
detailed reminiscences about 
Lenin. Some of her personal ef
fects are on view in show-ca
ses-her cloak, desk set, a copy of 
her Party membership card and 
the medals she was awarded. 

A permanent exhibition in a 
room to the right of the escalator 
is called, "The Membership 
Cards of Lenin's Party". A table
stand in the middle of the room 
contains Xerox copies of a num
ber of Lenin's personal Party 
membership cards. The first one 
of these is No. 527. It has yel
lowed with time. Card No. 114482 
was issued to Lenin in 1922, while 
Card No. 00000001 issued in 1973 
makes Lenin a permanent Party 
member. Placed next to this is a 
questionnaire filled in by Lenin on 
17 September 1920 during the re
registration of members of the 
Moscow City Organization of the 
RCP(B). 

One of the most important ex
hibitions on the second floor, is 
"V. I. Lenin and the Modern Revo
lutionary Movement". The docu
ments on view in this room show 
Lenin to be a brilliant successor 

to Marx and Engels, an outstand
ing personality in the world Com
munist and working-class move
ment. There are also exhibits 
relating to the main forces in the 
revolutionary process today-the 
world socialist system, the anti 
imperialist struggle of the work
ing class and the upsurge of mass 
democratic movements in the 
non-socialist world, the struggle 
for the consolidation of their inde
pendence and social progress 
waged by countries which have 
thrown off the colonial yoke. The 
documents and materials also 
show the avant-garde role 
played by the international Com
munist movement. 

The display opens with a bas
relief, "Karl Marx, Friedrich En
gels and Vladimir Lenin", the 
three founders of Marxism-Lenin
ism. In stands and show-cases ar
ranged along the wall at the start 
of the exhibition are various edi
tions of their works. These in
clude Selected Works by K. Marx 
and F. Engels published in the lan
guage in which they originally ap
peared-German, French, etc.-a 
joint venture undertaken by the 
Marxism-Leninism Institutes at 
the CPSU Central Committee and 
the Central Committee of the So
cialist Unity Party of Germany. 
Works by Lenin on view in stands 
and show-cases include: "What Is 
To Be Done?", "Two Tactics of 
Social -Democracy in the Demo
cratic Revolution", The State and 
the Revolution, "Left-Wing" Com
munism, An Infantile Disorder. 
These works develop the doc
trines on the Party, on the social 
ist revolution and dictatorship of 
the proletariat, and on the class 
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allies of the proletariat in their 
struggle for democracy and so
cialism. 

Among the exhibits are a num
ber of unique mementoes of the 
workers' revolutionary struggle 
in various countries . On a stand at 
the start of the display is the rally
ing banner of the Paris Commu
nards, presented to the workers 
of Moscow by the Communists of 
Paris in 1924. In 1871 this banner 
was hoisted by French workers 
over the barricades, the last de
fenders of the Commune gath
ered round it before their final 
struggle . On the same stand is 
the following quotation from 
Lenin, 

"The cause of the Commune is 
the cause of the social revolution, 
the cause of the complete politi
cal and economic emancipation 
of the toilers. It is the cause of the 
proletariat of the whole world. 
And in this sense it is immortal." 

It fell to the lot of Lenin and the 
Bolshevik Party to take up the 
cause of the Paris Commune, to 
prepare the ground for and lead 
the world's first socialist revolu
tion, to unite the theory of scien
tific socialism with the broadest 
practical activities by the masses. 
To quote Lenin, the experience of 
the October Revolution and its 
main features "have a signifi 
cance in the meaning of its effect 
on all the countries". This thesis 
is illustrated by materials on dis
play in the first few sections of 
the room. In stands are photo
graphs of the revolutionary devel
opments which followed in the 
wake of the Russian Revolution in 
Germany, Slovakia, Hungary and 
other countries. 
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The table on the wall to the left 
of the entrance shows that over 
the period between 1917 and 
1923, 43 Communist parties and 
groups were set up in different 
countries. Visitors to the room 
can see a documentary, Under 
the Banner of Leninism, about the 
development of the international 
revolutionary movement led by 
the Communists, and the emer
gence of the world socialist sys
tem. On one of the walls is a poli
tical map of the world, "Commun
ist and Workers' Parties" which 
illustrates the scope of the pres
ent-day international Communist 
movement. The map confirms 
Lenin's words, "The Communist 
movement is growing splendidly 
throughout the world . It is .. . 
broad, powerful, deep and invin
cible." Today there are Commun
ist and workers' parties in almost 
one hundred countries. Among 
the exhibits are documents relat
ing to the international Commun
ist movement and photographs 
reflecting the main trends in co
operation between the Commun
ist and workers' parties in their 
fight for peace, democracy and 
social progress. 

A large section of the display in 
this part of the room is devoted to 
the strengthening of friendship 
and co-operation between coun
tries of the socialist community 
united on the basis of Marxism
Leninism . The items on view in
clude treaties of friendship and 
co-operation between the USSR 
and the fraternal socialist coun
tries and various materials on co
ordination of efforts in the fight 
for peace, in developing the 
economies of the fraternal coun-

tries and in consolidating of their 
political union. This close co-op
eration is based on the alliance 
between Communist and work
ers' parties in the socialist coun
tries. Exhibits relating to the alli 
ance are as follows: documents 
issued by the Congresses held by 
fraternal parties, . and photo
graphs and materials of the War
saw Treaty's Political Consultative 
Committee each of whose meet
ings is marked by new peace 
proposals put forward by the 
countries of the socialist commu
nity. 

There are several exhibits ref
erring to the development of so
cialist economic integration and 
to the Council for Mutual Econ
omic Assistance (CMEA). There is 
a map of new projects in the 
CMEA countries and photographs 
of major joint ventures. These in
clude Mir, a unified power sys
tem for the European socialist 
countries and the Soyuz interna
tional gas pipeline. Items dis
played in the stands of this sec
tion include a memorial medal, 
"For the Construction of the 
Soyuz Gas Pipeline" and a steel 
worker's helmet autographed by 
workers from socialist countries, 
who took part in "Friendship", an 
international smelting ceremony 
in the town of Cherepovets in 
Northern Russia. 

Statistics show that the CMEA 
countries, accounting for ten per 
cent of the world's total popula
tion, produce one-third of world 
industrial output and that they 
outstrip the capitalist countries in 
their rate of economic growth. 
Co-operation between socialist 
countries embraces an increasing 

number of areas. The visitors to 
this section may acquaint them
selves with the all -embracing pro
gramme for the scientific-techni
cal progress in the CMEA mem
ber-countries up to the year 
2000. 

On view is a marble sculpture 
presented to the CPSU Central 
Committee by the Soviet-Cuban 
cosmonaut team of Yuri Roman
enko and A. Tamayo Mendez. 
Displayed next are pennants 
which were taken into space and 
signed by the Soviet and Roma
nian cosmonauts, Leonid Popov 
and Dumitru Prunariu and by the 
Soviet-Vietnamese cosmonaut 
team Viktor Gorbatko and Pham 
Tuan . A miniature book on dis
play, The Internationale, was a 
space companion for the Hungar
ian cosmonaut Bertalan Farkas. 
There are also postcards bearing 
the autographs of the Soviet and 
Polish cosmonauts, Pyotr Klimuk 
and Miroslaw Hermaszewski. 

Exhibits in the room show that 
the community of socialist coun
tries is the most dynamic econ
omic and political force in the 
world today, the mainstay of 
peace and security. 

The items displayed on the wall 
to the right of the entrance illus
trate the working-class anti-impe
rialist struggle at the present 
time. Included in the exhibition is 
a short documentary, The Class 
Battles in the Capitalist Countries. 
There are numerous photographs 
of protest demonstrations in the 
capitalist countries against unem
ployment, political reprisals, and 
the aggressive plans devised by 
imperialism. Statistics testify to 
the growing military budgets of 
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NATO and the United States. 
Other photographs expose impe
rialism: they show the towns and 
villages of the Lebanon, Beirut re
duced to rubble after the Israeli 
raids, Palestinian villagers whose 
homes were destroyed by the Is
raelis, the armed seizure of Gren
ada and the aggressive opera
tions against Nicaragua, and the 
peaceful civilians of Ulster on 
whom the British soldiers train 
their guns. Yet no force in the 
world can stop the revolutionary 
process or reverse the course of 
history. 

The anti-imperialist struggle of 
Asian, African and Latin American 
countries who have won their lib
eration is living testimony to the 
triumph of Lenin's ideas. Many 
newly-independent states es
pouse Marxism-Leninism and 
benefit from the experience of 
real socialism. Photographs and 
documents in this part of the dis
play illustrate the assistance these 
new states receive from the So
viet Union and other socialist 
countries. These exhibits testify 
to the fair and equitable relations 
existing between these two 
gr.oups of states. 

Another section is devoted to 
the Leninist foreign policies purs
ued by the CPSU and the Soviet 
state, and to the efforts they make 
to unite all peace forces of the 
world. The collection in this part 
of the room features the Decree 
on Peace, the first law to be pro
claimed by the new Soviet gov
ernment in 1917. It is displayed 
side by side with materials of the 
25th, 26th and 27th Congresses of 
the CPSU which outline a world-· 
wide campaign for the preserva -
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tion of peace. There are photo
graphs of peace rallies and 
marches staged by Soviet work
ers in support of this country 's 
peace initiatives. The CPSU and 
the Soviet government are active 
in their efforts to carry out 
Lenin's behest "to continue this 
peace policy systematically, tak
ing all appropriate measures to 
ensure its success''. 

Lenin's name is dear to all the 
progressive workers of the world . 
There are a series of exhibitions 
on this theme in the rooms to the 
left of the escalator. The exhibits 
include memorial medals, pic
tures, woven, embroidered and 
tapestry portraits of Lenin made 
in the GDR and Hungary, Bulgaria 
and Czechoslovakia, Vietnam and 
Mongolia, in Italy, France and 
Argentina, in Mexico, Japan, 
Afghanistan, and in many other 
countries. 

A permanent display, "Presents 
to V. I. Lenin from the Working 
People ", contains some unique 
items. The following modest pres
ents-a 1920 model of an electric 
insulator, a mechanical calculat
ing machine of 1920, and a brick 
of peat from a peat field of the 
early ;ms-are mementoes from 
the early history of Soviet power 
when every step towards econ
omic recovery was incredibly dif
ficult. Other items include albums 
of photographs presented by fac
tory workers, procelain plates, 
vases and bowls with dedicatory 
inscriptions from the workers of 
an old Russian Porcelain Factory 
in Dulyovo, near Moscow. Visi 
tors tend to spend a long time in 
this room, lingering over the ex
hibits which are a vivid evocation 

of the age. A portrait of Lenin 
done on a lotus leaf from India, 
invariably attracts interest. 

There have been many exhibi
tions of pictures dedicated to 
Lenin in the second-floor rooms, 
featuring paintings by the Soviet 
artists I. Brodsky, A. Gerasimov, 
V. Serov, Ye . Kibrik, N. Zhukov, 
and P. Vasiliev. On display here 
are works by the Soviet artist and 
sculptor N. Andreyev, one of the 
few for whom Lenin sat. 

One of the permanent displays 
on the second floor is "Lenin in 
the Amateur Arts and Crafts". It 
features carpets, suzane1 and mo
saic compositions on the subject 
of Lenin . Here are also portraits 
of Lenin done in silk, wool, feath 
ers, straw, and other materials by 
skilled craftsmen from Azerbai 
jan, Armenia, the Russian Federa
tion, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, the 
Ukraine, Byelorussia and the 
other constituent republics . 
There are constant additions to 
the display, as new generations of 
Soviet artists and craftsmen con 
tinue to dedicate their works to 
Lenin, their source of inspiration . 

The artistic Leniniana continues 
with the display, "Lenin in the 
Cinema and Theatre ". Stills from 
documentaries arranged along 
the top of the walls of the room 
show Lenin at festive demonstra
tions in Red Square, in his Krem
lin study, at Comintern Con 
gresses, and at mass rall ies of 
workers and peasants . 

1 A rectangular piece of cotton or 
silk cloth embroidered in different 
patterns. It is used as a wall decora
tion by the Uzbeks and Tajiks . Mai n staircase to the first floor. 



Entrance hall of the museum. 

Part of Vladimir's room at his parents ' 
home in Simbirsk (now the Lenin 
House-Museum). 



General view of Room No. 9 devoted 
to preparations for the October armed 
uprising . 

Room No. 15 
First-floor corridor . 



"As a current of political thought and 
as a political party, Bolshevism has 
existed since 1903." This quote from 
Lenin forms the theme of the 
exhibition in Room No. 3 

S. Lukin, It Has Come True at Last. 



L. Shmatko, Lenin standing before a 
map of the electrification of Russia. 
The Eighth All-Russia Congress of 
Soviets. December 1920. 



V. Serov, Village Messengers Come to 
Lenin. 

Lenin 's study In the Kremlin . (A 
reconstruction .) 



General view of Room No. 28. 

The exhibits in Room No. 19 are 
devoted to Lenin 's works. 

Decorativ.e vase and plate, donated to the museum by 
craftsmen from the village of Kubachi, north -eastern 
Caucasus . 

Scale model of the 
Kamaz-5320 truck with 
a load capacity of over 
one hundred tons (the 
Kama Motorworks) 

Scale model of the 
Belaz-75191 heavy
duty dump truck 
manufactured by the 
Byelorussian 
Motorworks. 



Mosaic portrait of Lenin (first floor) . 

Kerchief that belonged to Edmond 
Devaux, a French Communist shot by 
the Nazis during the Second World 
War. 



Moscow. Red Square. 

Lenin is the subject of many 
films and plays. Visitors to the 
room can see fragments from fea
ture films on the Russian revolu
tionary leader which have be
come Soviet classics. There are 
photographs of scenes from 
plays, with actors like 
M. Shtraukh and B. Shchukin play
ing the part of Lenin. Other ~xhi
bits in this section are models of 
stage sets for plays and theatrical 
productions about Lenin, and 
playbills. 

To commemorate the leader of 
the international proletariat, 
plaques have been installed on 
the houses where Lenin lived and 
worked, while streets in many 
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cities have been named after him. 
Lenin Museums, Memorial 
Houses and Museum Flats have 
been set up in many foreign 
countries. Such is the theme of 
the exhibition : HThe Lenin Memo
rial Places" in the next room. It in
cludes 350 documentary photo
graphs and an electrified map in 
the middle of the room indicating 
the places where Lenin lived and 
worked . Visitors can see a docu
mentary film plus slides about the 
countries and cities where he 
stayed. 

The passages between the 
rooms on the second floor are 
used for temporary exhibitions of 
posters dedicated to Lenin. 



Practical Information 

The Central Lenin Museum in Moscow (2 Ploshchad Revolut
sii) is open daily except Mondays between 11 a.m. and 7.30 p.m. 
in winter, and 10 a.m. to 6.30 p.m. in summer. Admission is free. 

Guided tours can be arranged by phoning the Excursion Bu
reau : 925-48-08 

The nearest Metro Station is "Ploshchad Revolutsii". Buses 
Nos. 3, 5 and 111 stop outside the Museum. 

Apart from guided tours, the Museum organizes specialist and 
general lectures, film shows and readings on Lenin, confer
ences, and meetings with Party and labour veterans. 

I 

I 

' 

Lenin Museums in the Soviet Union 

There are some five hundred places linked with Lenin 's name in this 
country. Many of these have memorial plaques. The museums marked 
by an asterisk in the list below are regarded as memorial. 

Baku 

Kazan and 
reg ion 

Kiev 
Krasnoyarsk 

Krasnoyarsk 
territory 

Leningrad 

123a Prospekt Neftyanlkov 

(a) 58 Ulltsa Ulyanovykh* 
(b) Kazan University*, 18 Ulltsa Lenina 
(c) the village of Lenino-Kokushkino• 

(outside the city) 

2 Ulitsa Kreshchatik 
(a) 27 Ulitsa Markovskogo• 
(b) 2 Ulitsa Melkombinatskaya• 
(c) The Svyatoi Nikolai Steamer-Museum•, off 

Ulitsa Dubrovinskogo and Ulitsa Surikova 

State Memorial Museum Preserve, "Lenin's Sibe
rian exile", the village of Shushenskoye• 
there is a branch· of the Museum in the village of 
Yermakovskoye at 15 Ulitsa Marksa• 

(a) 5/1 Ulitsa Khalturina• 
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Leningrad 

region 

Lvov 

Moscow 

Moscow 
region 

Pskov 

Riga 

Tashkent 

(b) Flat 13, 7 Pereulok llyicha* 
(c) Flat 24, 52 Ulitsa Lenina• 
(d) Flat 20, 17 Desyataya Sovletskaya Ulltsa• 
(e) Flat 180, 1 ~erdobolskaya Ulitsa• 
(f) Flat 31, 32 Naberezhnaya Reki Karpovki* 
(g) Flat 9, 5 Khersonskaya Ulitsa• 
(h) Smolny•, Ploshchad Proletarskoi Dlktatury• 

(a) Razliv Railway Station, 

3 Ulltsa Yemelyanova• 
(b) Tarkhovka Rallway Station• 
(c) llylchovo• 
(d) Vyborg, 15 Rubezhnaya Ulltsa• 

20 Prospekt Lenina 

(a) 2 Ploshchad Revolutsli 
(b) 1 Ploshchad Lenina 
(c) V. I. Lenin Flat and Study In the Kremlin• 
(d) Flats 13-14, 9 Manezhnaya Ulitsa• 

(a) Gorkl Lenlnskiye• 
(b) Kalinlngrad, 1 Ulltsa llyicha* 
(c) Podolsk, 47 Prospekt Lenlna• 

(a) 3 Ulltsa Lenlna• 
(b) 5 Pereulok ls~ry• 

17 U litsa C!su 
Flat 5, 18 Ulltsa Klrova• 

30 Prospekt Lenlna 

Tbilisi 

Ulyanovsk 

Ufa 

Frunze 
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29 Prospekt Rustaveli 

(a) 58 Ploshchad Stoletiya so Dnya Rozhdeniya 
V. I. Lenina• 

(b) 58 Ulitsa Lenina• 

78 Ulitsa Dostoyevskogo• 

Ploshchad Ala-Too 

* * * 
One can learn more about Lenin's life and work at the memorial mu

seums dedicated to the Ulyanov family in Astrakhan, Vologda and re
gion, Kiev and Penza. 



Lenin Museums Abroad 

German Democratic 
Republic: 

Leipzig {a) 48 Russenstrasse* 
{b) 19121 Rosa Luxemburg Strasse 

Berlin 8 Unter der Linden 

Mongolian 
People's Republic: 

Ulan Bator Ploshchad Sukhe-Bator 

Poland: 

Warsaw 62 al. Gen. K. Swerczewskiego 
Crac6w {a) 5 UI. Topolowa 

{b) 41 UI. Krolowej jadwigi* 
Poronin 160 UI. Lenina* 
Bialy Dunajec 6 UI. Lenina* 
NowyTarg 10 Harzerska* 

Czechoslovakia: 

Prague 7 Hybernska 
Bratislava 26 Obrancov mieru 

I 

Fin land: 

Helsinki 1 Sornaisten Rantatie, Apt. 22 
Tampere 19 Hallitaskatu 

France: 

Paris 4 Marie-Rose* 

I 

I 

Notes 

p.19 

The Liberal Populists were members of a liberation movement in the 
second half of the past century in Russia. They were Utopian socialists 
who favoured peaceful socio-political reform. 

p. 19 

The Legal Marxists represented an ideological and political trend 
among the Russian middle-of-the-road intellectuals who in the 1890s 
sought to replace Marxism with a liberal theory for reforming capitalist 
society. They campaigned for bourgeois-democratic liberties. By the 
end of the 1900s their views had become purely liberal. They were 
known as "legal" because they wrote for legal magazines like Novoye 
slovo, Zhizn, etc. 

p. 22 

At different stages since its foundation in 1898, the Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union has had different names: 

between 1898 and 1917 it was known as the RSDLP, the Russian So
cial-Democratic Labour Party; 

between 1917 and 1918 it became the RSDLP{B), or the Russian So
cial -Democratic Labour Party of the Bolsheviks to distinguish its mem
bers from the Mensheviks, also Social-Democrats; 

between 1918 and 1925 it was the RCP{B), the Russian Communist 
Party {Bolshevik); 

between 1925 and 1952 it was re-named the All -Union Communist 
Party {Bolshevik). It was given its present name at the 19th Congress in 
1952. 
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p.23 

The Economists were champions of an opportunistic trend among 
the Russian Social-Democrats at the turn of the century. Maintaining 
that the political struggle was a prerogative of the capitalist class, they 
insisted that the working class should pursue purely economic goals. 
They played down the importance of the revolutionary theory, and In 
Russia they opposed the efforts to set up a nation-wide proletarian 
party. 

p. 27 

The Socialist Revolutionaries were members of the biggest petty
bourgeois party In Russia in 1901-1923 who upheld the Interests of 
petty capitalists in the town and countryside. The Party evolved from 
petty-bourgeois revolutionary sentiments to an alliance with the coun
ter-revoll!tionarles. After the 1917 Revolution, the Socialist Revolution
aries engineered a number of counter-revolutionary revolts. By 1923 
their party had fallen apart. 

p. 30 

The Centrists represented an ideological and political tendency 
which arose out of the battle between reformist and revolutionary 
trends within the Second International. The Centrists wanted to iron 
out the essentially irreconcilable differences between the two trends 
by making concessions to the reformists on key issues of theory and 
tactics In the working-class movement. Trotskyism in Russia was a va
riety of Centrlsm. 

p.43 

The Second International was an association of socialist parties. It 
was set up In 1889 with Friedrich Engels as one of the founders. At the 
turn of the century It was taken over by Right-wing opportunistic ele
ments who were opposed by the revolutionary trend, the main force in 
which was the Bolshevik Party led by Lenin. The revolutionary Marxist
Leninist parties which emerged following the 1917 Revolution in Russia 
set up the Third Communist International. 

153 

p.47 

Austria-Hungary was a dual monarchy (1867-1918) established as a 
result of the transformation of the Habsburg Empire on the basis of an 
agreement between the ruling classes of Austria and Hungary. The two 
parts of the Empire became sovereign entitles. The collapse of the Em
pire in 1918 led to the establishment of Austria, Hungary, and Czecho
slovakia, with parts of Austria-Hungary ceded to Yugoslavia, Romania, 
Poland, and Italy. 

p.48 

The State Duma was a representative law-drafting body in the Rus
sian Empire between 1906 and 1917. It examined various legislative 
proposals which were then debated by the State Council and endorsed 
by the Tsar. Four Dumas were elected. 

p.59 

Inessa Armand (1874-1920) was a Bolshevik leader In the Russian and 
international revolutionary movement. From 1904 she represented the 
Bolshevik Party at international socialist conferences. She also taught 
at the Party School in Longjumeau. Following the 1917 Revolution she 
was in charge of the Women's Section of the Party's Central Commit
tee. 

p. 60 

The Provisional Government was the central body of capitalists and 
landlord power In Russia set up after the February 1917 Revolution. It 
continued the unpopular imperialist war and suppressed the revolu
tionary movement. It was toppled in the October Revolution of 1917. 

p. 61 

Dual power: was the peculiar situation existing In Russia after the 
1917 February Revolution when power was shared by . the capitalist 
Provisional Government and the Soviets, acting In the interests of the 
revolutionary democrats. Dominated by the petty-bourgeois parties, 
the Soviets ceded their share of power to the Provisional Government 
in July 1917, after the latter had ordered to shoot down peaceful dem
onstrating workers in Petrograd. This event marks the end of dual 
power in Russia and the peaceful period of the Revolution. 
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p. 61 

Kollontai Alexandra Mikhailovna (1872-1952) was a Soviet Party and 
government leader who took part in the 1917 Revolution. In 1920 she 
became head of the Women's Section at the Party's Central Commit
tee. Between 1923 and 1945 she was Soviet political representative, 
commercial representative and ambassador in Norway and Sweden . 

p. 65 

The Putilov Works, founded in 1801, was one of the oldest steel mills 
in St. Petersburg. Known today as the Kirovsky Zavod association, it 
produces tractors, engines for ocean-going ships, steel and rolled me
tal. 

p. 67 

Officer cadets were students of military academies in Russia. 

p.73 

The Smolny Institute is a historical and architectural monument in 
Leningrad. It was built in the 19th century as an institute for the educa
tion of the daughters of noblemen . In the days before and after the 
armed uprising in October 1917, Smolny, which accommodated the 
Petrograd Soviet and the Military Revolutionary Council, was the head
quarters of the revolutionary forces. Before 10 March 1918 it was the 
seat of the Soviet government-the Council of People's Commissars 
(Sovnarkom). 

p.80 

"The Left Communists" were a group within the Bolshevik Party who 
were opposed to the Brest-Litovsk Peace Treaty and in favour of a con 
tinuation of the revolutionary war. 

p. 82 

The workers' faculties were general educational departments (set up 
between 1919 and 1940) for young workers without secondary educa
tion to prepare them to go to college. They were attached to colleges 
and universities and gave classes after working hours. 
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p. 82 

RSFSR, the Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic, was the first 
Soviet republic proclaimed on 25 October 1917. 

p.83 

Fotiyeva Lidiya Alexandrovna (1881-1975) was an active member 
of the Russian revolutionary movement. She took part in three Russian 
revolutions, having joined the Bolsheviks in 1904. From 1918 to 1930 
she held secretarial posts at the Sovnarkom and at the Council of La
bour and Defence (See Notes to p. 104). She is mostly remembered as 
Lenin's personal secretary from 1918 till his death in 1924. She later be
came staff member of the Lenin Museum in Moscow. 

p. 86 

The Entente, an imperialist bloc consisting of Britain, France 
and Russia, was formed in 1904-1907. During World War I it was 
joined by another twenty or so countries. The failure of the anti 
Soviet intervention and the split between its members led to its col 
lapse. 

p.90 

Communist subbotniks are days of unpaid voluntary work done by 
Soviet citizens for the benefit of society. The first subbotnik was held 
in 1919 at the Moscow branch of the Kazan Railway. Lenin described 
the first subbotnik as a "great beginning" . Subbotniks are mainly or
ganized at weekends, hence their name from the Russian word sub
bota, Saturday. 

p. 96 

Khalturin Stepan Nikolayevich (1856-1882), one of the first revolu 
tionary workers, organized "The Northern Union of the Russian Work
ers" . In 1880 he was responsible for a bomb attack at the n ar's resi 
dence, the Winter Palace in St. Petersburg. He was hanged in Odessa 
for his part in the murder of the Odessa Military District Pros~cutor no
torious for his brutality. 
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p. 98 

VTs/K, the Alf;Russia Central Executive Council, was the supreme 
legislative, executive and controlling agency of state power in the 
RSFSR, in 1917-1937. 

p. 98 
The All-Russia Congress of Soviets, was the supreme body of 

power In the RSFSR between 1918 and 1922. From the establishment of 
the USSR In December 1922 until 1936 It was known as the All-Union 
Congress of Soviets. At present, the supreme power in this country 
is vested in the USSR Supreme Soviet. 

p.99 

Grain requisitioning was a system for the procurement of agricultu
ral produce in Soviet Russia In 1919-1921, an element of #military Com
munism# policies. In those years the peasants undertook to supply the 
state with all surplus grain they had at firm prices, keeping for them
selves only what had been established as absolutely necessary for their 
personal and farming needs. In 1921 this system was replaced with a 
tax in kind. 

p. 104 

The Council o( Labour and Defence was the body in the Soviet state 
responsible for the economy and defence. It was appointed by the 
Council of People's Commissars (Sovnarkom) as one of its commis
sions. 

p. 104 

The Narrow Council of People's Commissars was a permanent com
mission at the RSFSR Sovnarkom In 1918-1930. In order to save time Its 
meetings were used for preliminary debates on issues due to be de
cided by the full Sovnarkom. The Narrow Council also decided certain 
economic and financial matters. 
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p. 104 

The Revolutionary Committees were ad hoc emergency agencies of 
Soviet power set up during the Civil War of 1918-1920 throughout the 
country. Since the political situation in the country was grave, the Rev
olutionary Committees assumed all civilian and military powers. 

p. 106 

Treaties . . . concluded with Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania . . . early in 
the 1920s. Soviet power was installed In the three Baltic republics, 
which had been part of the Russian Empire, immediately after the Oc
tober Revolution. However, all three republics were taken over by cap
italist regimes which concluded treaties with the RSFSR. In 1940, Esto
nia, Latvia and Lithuania became constituent republics of the Soviet 
Union. 



Moscow 
Centre of the City 

1. Museum of the Revolution 
2. Monument to Alexander 

Pushkin 
3. Stanislavsky and Nemirovich

Danchenko Opera and Ballet 
Theatre 

4. Nikolai Ostrovsky Flat-Mu
seum 

5. Tsentralnaya Hotel 
6. Moscow City Council of Peo

ple's Deputies 
7. Monument to Yuri Dolgor

uky, Founder of Moscow 
8. Moscow Art Theatre 
9. Budapest Hotel 

10. Central Department Store 
(TsUM) 

11. Children's World Store
Detsky Mir 

12. Berlin Hotel 
13. Maly Theatre of the USSR 

A. Ostrovsky Monument 
14. Monument to Karl Marx 
15. Bolshoi Theatre of the USSR 
16. Mayakovsky Flat-Museum 
17. Politechnical Museum 
18. Mefropol Hotel 
19. State Department Store 

(GUM) 
20. Museum of History and Rec-

onstruction of Moscow 
21 . Moskva Hotel 
22. lntourist Hotel 
23. National Hotel 
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24. Moscow State University (old 
buildings) 

25. Historical Museum 
26. Tchaikovsky's Statue near 

the Conservatoire 
27. House of Friendship with For-

eign Countries 
28. Central Exhibition Hall 
29. Lenin Mausoleum 
30. Lenin Monument In the 

--
Auditorium for F llm• 

Kremlin 
31 . St. Basil 's Cathedral (Cathe

dral of the Intercession) 
32. Rossie Hotel. Central Concert 

Hall 
33. Bucharest Hotel 
34. State Lenin Library 
35. Marx and Engels Museum 
36. Pushkin Museum of Fine 

Arts 
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