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PREFACE 

Lenin's name has come to symbolise the victory 
of the Great October Revolution and those itn
mense revolutionary advances which have radi
cally changed the face of society on earth and 
signify the turning of mankind to socialism and 
communism. 

Fnmi th' .Udr1ss ef thr f,,t,.,,11.n.!wrml 
. .\1reliflg of Com.munut ond l·ForJ:er¡' 
J>drtlts~ .Hta'crm•, l.í~j!J 

Vladimir llyich Lenin. His narnc is infinilely dcar to hundreds of 
millions. This name, known in lhe rcmotcst corners of the globc, 
has bccome a guiding star to rhe working folk of all lands. It will 
líve on in thc hearls ami m inds of ali progrcssive peoplc, inspiring 
them to strive ceaselcssly for a radianl future, lor a free and happy 
life, for pcac.e, national índepcndence, social progrcss, democracy, 
socialisrn and cornmunism. 

Lcnin's lifc was a constanl, daily feat to <l Chievc a great aim - tite 
liheration of the working class and all the working peoplc from 
cxploitation and oppres;ion , the transformation of society on com
munist principlcs. 

Vladimir Ilyich Lenin is thc great continuer of the cause and 
teaching of the founders of scientific communism, Karl Marx and 
Fredcrick Engels. Lenin's theorctical and polilical acti\·ities her
alded a new age in thc development or :Vlarxism. lhc international 
liberation movement of the working prnple. In his activity Lenin 
based himself on the theory and method of \farx and Engcls. 
While resolutcly thwarting ali altempts under the pretext of discuss
ing "dogmatism" to subject Yfarxism to revision and declare it "in
adequate and obsolete", he ahvays fought for a creative approach to 

the theory and practice of the revolutionary movemcnt, maintain
ing that one must be guidcd by the principlcs and method of Marx
ism in elaborating' current problcms. 

He was fond of repeating that Marxism is not a dogma but 
a guide to action; all his theorctical and organising activity con
firms this idea. In ali his works he approaches Marxism in a crca
tive spirit, as an undying, dcvcloping doctrine which clemands fidel-
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ity to principies but rc:jccts ali that is dogmatic and sLcrcotyped, 
a doctrine ~\ hich always dernands thaL the actual historic·al condi
tions be Laken into account. ~.farxism dcmands a mosL precise and 
objcctivd) vcrifiabk analysis of thc halancc of class forces. Lenin 
saw ··a concrete anal) sil> ora concrete situation" as thc very essence. 
lhc hean and soul of \larxism. * 

A brilliant thinker and great revolutionary, Lenin fought hard 
against bo11rgcois idcolog) , the right and "leff' opportunists and 
H'YisÍOllÍStS, to r.kfrnd thC fC\'OlutÍOllary princip(e>s Of' ~farxÍSt theOl")', 
dcvclopcd ~larxism in relat ion to the new historical conditions. and 
raised it to a highcr leve!. Lenin 's contribution to thc tcaching of 
.Ylarx and Engels - Marxisl philosophy. political cconomy. and thc 
theory and prncticc of scientific communism is of inestimable 
imporlanc<'. 

Russia is thc birthplace of Leninisrn. But Lcninism is not an 
cxcl11sivcly Rnssian teaching, no L a Russian intcrprctation of Marx
ism, as bonrgcois ideologists and revisionists rnaiutain. It is an in
teruatioual trnrhing rootecl in the world dcvclopmcnt. 1 ,cnin gcn 
eralisecl the experience and gavc correct expression to thc ol~jcctive 
nccds of thc wholc liberalion movemenl of the working proplc in 
thc agc of the collapse or capitalism and thc: transition of mankind 
to socialism and communism . 

In the late I 9th and rnrly 20th c:cntury world capitalism eutered 
its last, imprrialist c;tage of developmenl. Free cornpctition m capi
talist society was r<'placrd by rhe rule of the monopolies and finan<·<· 
capital. Thc c,pJoitation uf thc working pcople and social inequal
ity wcre greatl) im:rcased. 1 n the capitalist countric.~ thcrc was 
a turning 10 reaction on ali lines-in home and forci~n polic) aud 
in ideolog> and culture. The world bcgan to be ca1ved 
up bctwecn international cartels. trusts. and syndicatcs, thc dividin~ 
np of world tcrritories by thc lead ing capitalist countrics \vas rnm
pleted, and thc colonial system of imperialism dcveloped. Together 
with thc ovcrt forms of colonial cxploitation of countries that lost 
thcir political independence, there appeared many forms of semi-co
lonial dependcncc and financia! enslavemenl of many countrics and 
peoplcs by the imperialist powers. The contradirtions of capital
ism - bt'twccu labour and capital, betwecn thc colonies and dq>cn
dent coun trics, on thc onc hand , and the metropolis, on thc other 
became cxtrcmely acule; the inc:rcasingly uneven economic 
dcvelopment of thc m¡.¡in capitalist powers aggravated Lhe strug~lc 

" V. l. Lenin, Col!Hltd Worh, \'ol. 31, l:'rogrcss Publishl:'rs, l\lo•cow. p. lfüi. 
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bctween chem for rnarkcts and sourccs of raw materials, spheres of 
thc export of capital and re-partition of thcir plunder. Int~rnational 
conflicts and military clashes becamc more free¡ uent, wh1ch led to 
imperialist wars. . 

The new acre poscd new problcms of sonal devclopmenc and the 
incernational '=' liberation movement, on the solution of which 
depended the fate of mankind. The le~dcrs ?~ thc Seco~d Interna
tional, alíen to the revolutionary, creative spmt of ~f arxism, proved 
incapable of solúng thesc problcms. Thc \V cst European Social-Dem
ocratic parties were dominated by opportunists who wanted to 
revise thc teaching of Marx and Engcls and denied 
thc need for a revolutionary stru~gk against capitalism. Lenin's 
greal servic:c líes in the fa.et that he provided an answer to the basic 
qucstions raised by the ne\v, rcvolutionary age and worked out. fun
damental philosophical, economic and political problerns of the 
revolutionary theory, and thc stralegy an<l tactics of the interna
tional proletaria t. 

Bourgeois ideologists, social refOnnists and revisionists argue that 
the emergencc and content of Leninism wcre determincd by the 
"special" conditions of Russian reality, the "cconomic and cultural 
Lackwardness" of R ussia. Historical farts refute these asscrtions 
cornpletely. 

Russia was a counlry with an average leve! or development of 
capitalism .... vhich was growing intensively into thc monopoly phasc. 
Lenin noted that Russia held fourth place in thc world in industrial 
production. He placed Russia in the same group of countries as 
France and .Tapan, rating it above 1 tal y and Austria-H ungary in 
terms of le\·el of development and role in world politice;.* Russia 
had a highly concentratcd industry and a strong working class. Thc 
Russian proletariat had been tempered b) long years of class strug
glc. I ts consciousness was growing stcadily. as were its experience 
and dctermination. In Russia. too. Leuin wrote in 1899, "we see thc 
same basic processes of the development of capitalism , the same basic 
lasks for the socialists and the working class". * * The working-class 
movement rose to a ncvv level when the revolutionary Marxists 1ed 
by Lenin crcated a prole ta rían part y in R ussia. 

Lenin skilfully applicd Marxism to the solution of questions con
fronting the Russian prolctariaL. 'fhis not only does not provide 

* V. T. 1.en in, Col/f.cted Works, Vol. 39, p. 202. 
** lhid .. \'o!. 4. p. 235. 
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grounds for limiting the imporlancc of Leninism to Russia, hut, 
quite the reverse, ronfirms its international nature. 

The main laws of the world revolutionary proccss manifcstcd 
thcmsclves most strongly in the three Russian revolulions. The 
Revolution of 1905-1907 was thc first people's rernlution in the age 
of imperialism, bourgcois-democralic in socio-economic content and 
at the same time proletarian, both in the sense that its leader was 
the working class and in terms of its means of struggle. l t had an 
enormous iníluence on the international revolutionary movement. 
The Fcbruary revolution of 1917 led to the overthrow of tsar
ism-one of thc main bulwarks of \Vorld reaction. Thc short· period 
from February to October 1917 providcd the first example in world 
history of the developmcnt of a bourgeois-democratic revolution 
into a sociafüt revolution. The Great October Soc:ialist Revolution 
opened up a new era in the history of mankind and Jaid the foim
dations for the transilion from capitalism to socialism on a world
wide scale. "Stagcs like lhat of October 1905, Fcbruary a nd 
Octobcr 191 7 are or world-historic significan ce," * \-\TO te Lenin. 
The problerns put forward by the working-class movemcnt and the 
revolutions in Russia wcre at the same time the basic probkms of 
world rcvolution. This is why Leuin's elaboration of the questions 
of Russia's socio-political dcvclopment acquired international sig
nifi cance. 

In pre-revolutionary R ussia all manner of socio-economic orders 
were represcnted: "the latcst eapitalist impcrialism", as Lcnin 
ddinrd il , was combined with strong feudal survivals, areas with 
a more or less developed capitalism existed side by side with arcas 
where prc-capitalist, semi-feudal social rela tions still prcdominated, 
and sorne peoples werc on the level of patriarchal-gentilc society. In 
fact onc can say that on thc cve of the Octobcr Revolulion Russia 
was a kind of vast "modcl " of the whole capitalist system. Lenin 
wrote that in no other country was there such a variety of forms, 
shadcs, and methods of struggle of all the classes of modern society 
as in Russia; he strcssed the tremcndous importance of the cxper
iencc of Bolshevism and considered it his duty to make this exper
jence the property of Marxists of ali lands. 

The leadcr of the Russian proletariat, Len in >vas a great int.crna
tionalist. He regarded the working class of Russia ancl its party as 
a detachmen t of thc world army of labour, a detachment of the in
ternational working-dass and communisl movcment. Lenin consid-

* V. l. Lenin, Cottecltd Wnrkr,' Vol. 27, p. 271. 
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ered the basic q uestions of the rcvolution and the building of 
socialism in R ussia from the viewpoint of the interests of the inter
national liberation movement of the working people. 

It is particularly important to stress that Lcninism arose and 
dcveloped as a generalisation of the cxpericnce not on ly of"the Rus
sian . but also of thc world working-class movement, and also of the 
democratíc and nalional liberation movements. 

In Lenin's works we find a profound analysis of the economic 
and socio-political devclopment and the revolutionary movement in 
such countries as France, Germany, ltaly, Britain, the unitcd 
Slales of America, and .Tapan. Many pages in his works are devoted 
to the nacional liberation and revolutionary movements in China, 
India, Indonesia, lran, Turkey, the Middlc Easl and the Latín 
American and African countrics. In a number of his works Lenin 
studied the general laws of social developmenl and of thc libcration 
movcment of the working people in thc agc of imperialism and 
socialist revolutions, the transition from capitalism to socialism. 
A considerable place is also taken up by problems of thc world 
revolutionary process in works by Len in devoted mainly to Russia, 
Lhe Russian rcvolutionary rnovement and the building of socialism 
in the 'CSSR. 

Proceeding from lhe teaching or Marx and Engels and develop
ing it further, Lenin rose to hcights from whic:h he was ablc to sur
vey the whole course and perspectives or social development, to 
detcct thc main rcvolutionary strcams of thc prcsent day and to 
determine the alignment of forces in lhe main sector-s of struggle. 

" Leninism is the 'Marxism or the epoch of imperialism and prole
tarian rcvolutions, the epoch of the collapsc of colonialism and the 
victo!)' of the national-liberation movements, the epoch of man
kind's transition from capitalism to socialism and the building of 
communist society." * 

The rnost important fcaturc of Leninism is the indissoluble unity 
of revolutionary theory and revolutionary practice. 

"The purpose of our theoretical views," said Lenin, "is to guide 
us in our revolutionary artivily. The best place to test them 
is the revolutionary battlefidd. For a communist thc true test is his un
derstanding of íhow], where and when to pul his Marxism into 
action." ** Lenin's activity was aimed at putt.ing in to eílect the 

* limin's ideas a11d Cause Are lmmortal. Thescs of thc CC CPSU on Lhc 
Cemr.narv of che Hirth nf Vladimir Ilyich 1.e:-nin, l'vfosrnw, 1970, p. 5. 

** I.e~lill 11,;Jiscellony X)(XVfl, p. 249 (R11ss. 1:tl.). 
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conclusions of revolutionary throry, at m aking communist ideals 
come true. 

Lcnin's great scrvice to thc international working class is the 
creation of the world's first proletarian party of a new type the 
Bolshevik, communist party, which became a modd for the Marx
ists of othcr countrics. Lrnin's life and acti,·ity are inseparable 
from the history and struggle of the party. 

Lenin wisel)' led thc Bolshcvik Party. the proletariat and ali the 
working pcoplc of Russia through che furnace of three revolu
tions. Lenin was thc first world"s :Vfarxist statcsman, the Jeader of . 
thc working class who stood at thc head of the victorious socialist 
revolution and took the helm of the proletarian state. U nder his 
leadership the foundation stones of the nev .. · social ordcr were laid , 
and the plan for 1 he building of socialism began to be pul in to 
dfcct. Lenin inspircd thc formation of thc mighty Union of So
viet Socialist Republü;s. 

Lenin is lhc t<'arher and leader of thc international proletariat 
and lhe working people o[ thc whole worid. The foundcr of the 
proletarian party of a new typc, already at the beginning of the 
20th century he was an cminent ligure in thc internacional socialist 
movement. By thcn 1 .enin liad alrcady bcen wagü1g a resolutc strugglc 
against opportunism on thc world arena, rallying the revolutionary, 
truly internationalist forces in the imcrnational working-class move
menl. On Lenin's initiativc in 1919 the communist parlies created 
thc Third Communist Intcrnational-the international communist 
organisation. Under Lcnin·s guidance thc programme principies, 
the strategy aud tactic.s of the intcrnational communist movemenl 
were formulated. 

The truly inestimable wcalth of Lenin's ideological kgacy and 
the expcrience of Len in 's practica! activity havc bccome and 
remain thc property and a mighty wcapon of our Party and of 
Communists thc 'vvorld ovcr. 

Each year the grcat vital strength and the all-triumphant nature 
of Lenin 's teaching are rcvealed more fully and clearly. "Thc ideas 
of Vladimir llyich Len in are cmbodíed in the activities of the Com
munists, in the struggk of the working class and ali working pcople, 
in the onward march of socialism and communism, in the irrt'vcr
siblc social progrcss of mankind." * 

* Lmi11'j Ideas 1md Caim Are lmmortal. Thcscs of the CC CPSC on che Ccntcnary 
of thc Birth of Vladimir llyich Lcnin, p. 63. 

Clwpter One 

CIDLDHOOD AND YOUTH. 
THE BEGINNING OF REVOLUTIONARY 

ACTIVITY 

We take our stand entirely on the Marxist 
theoretical position: Marxism was the first to 
transforrn socialism from a utopía into a science. 

lmi11 

Home and School 

Vlaclimir Ilyich Ulyanov (J.cnin) was IJorn on April 10 (22), * 
1870, in thc town of Siml>irsk (now Clyanovsk), situatecl on thc 
great Russian river, the Volga. He was brought up in a Russian 
progrcssive intellectual family. His paren ts wcrc raznochintsi. 1 

Leninºs fathcr, Ilya '.'rikolayevich Ulyanov, carne from a lowcr mid
dle-class familv in Astrakhan. 

Recentlv di~covered docurnents rnntain irnporlant information 
aboul V. '1. Lenin's grandfather. ~- \'. Ulyanov. He carne from 
a family of scrf peasants in the I\izhegorodskaya guhernia and was 
himself a ser[ Later he wa:; list<·d as a state peasant, but having 
taken up tailoring, was eventuall) transfcrred to thc estate of towns
people. He died in extreme pov!'rty. 

Len in 's father got to knO\\ ho'' clifficult it was for eme of the 
common people to rcccive an education in tsarist Russia. He lost 
his father at an early age and only his clder brothcr's support ena
blcd him to receive an education. 

Struggling against poverty, he succeedcd by dint of hard work 
and sheer ability in taking his dcg-ree at the University of Kazan, 
after which he became a tcacher of mathc111atics and physics in the 
sccondarv schools of Pcnza anci Niz.hni Novgorod. 

Ilya Ulyanov was a man of progrcssive vie"vs that were close to 
the ideas of the Russian enlightcncrs or thc sixtics of the ninetecnth 
centurv. Moved bv loftv idcals he dcvolecl his lifc to serving the 

' i ' ' 

common peoplc and spreading knowledge among rhcm. He gave up 
work as a teacher in 1869 and became inspector, and lhcn director, 

* New Style. 
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of elerncntary schools in Simbirsk Gubemia. For his work he was 
awarded or<'tcrs and medals. 

An ardcnt hdicver in education for the people and himsdí 
a teacher by calling, he was in !ove with his work and devoted him
self to it cntirrly. He had a profound faith in the pcoplc and che 
powers concealed in it. 

Ilya Glyanov's work involvcd regular tours of the province. He 
spcnt weeks and months away from home, travelling from village to 
village. At ali seasons - in the freezing cold of winter, in spring with 
its slushy roads, and in foul aurumn wearher he was to be found at 
thc most out-of-thc-way places, setting up schools and hclping the 
teachers to organise instruction for the peasants' children. It was no 
casy job, and it rook a heavy toll of his strength and health. He had 
lo break clown the rcsistance of government oflicials, landowners 
and kulaks, who tried to prcvcnt such sdwols from being set up. No 
lcss hard was il to ovcrcome the ignorance and pnjudiccs of back
ward pcasants, to make thcm see the neccssity and usefulncss of 
lcarning to rcad and wrile. 

Ilya Ulyanov devoted a good deal of his tíme and cncrgy to the 
task of bringing learning within the reach of the non-R ussian peoples 
inhabiling thc Volga region. These peoplcs inspired his dccp rcspect 
and sympathy, and he sparecl no dfort to organisc schools for thcm. 
His effor~ bon: fruit. During his almost twcnty years' work in Sim
birsk Gubernia thc num ber of schools there incrcased considcrahly. 
He had a large following of progressive-mindcd school-tead1crs , 
who were known as "C'lyanovites". 

Lenin's rnothcr, Maria Akxandrovna, was the daughtcr of Alex
ander Dmitricvich Blank, an educated, talentcd physician and 
a pionccr in physiotherapy. She was born and bred in the country. 
Owing to straitencd circumstances, she was educated at home un
dcr the tutorshíp of her aunt, ~vho was a mothcr to the children. 
Being a highly giftcd person, howcver, she mastered severa! foreign 
language.s, which shc afterwarcls taught to her children; shc played 
the piano very well, and read a goocl deal. Later, by studying on 
her own, Maria Alcxandrovna passed her examinations for elemen
tary school-teacher. Likc her husband, she was drawn to cduca
tional work, but shc did not have a chance to do school work. Thc 
cares of a largc íamily, bringing up the children, and thc house
kecping in which shc had to be vcry frugal took up the whole oí 
her time. 

The Ulyanovs wcrc a close-knit, friendly family. Therc were 
eight children in the family (two of them díed in early childhood). 
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Vladimír was the fourth child. Anna, Alexandcr, Vla_dimir, Olg~, 
Dmitry and ~·faria grew up in pairs, acrnrding LO the1_r agc. T~eir 
parents did their besl to give them an all-rou~d educal1on, to bnng 
thcm up to be honest, industrious and respons1ve to ~he ~eeds of thc 
peoplc. All the Ulyanov child_rrn e_xccpt Oiga who d1ed m her early 
teens grew up to be revolut1onanes. . 

The personal examplc set by their parenc_s had a great m~uence 
on che children. They saw how much the1r farher was domg for 
public education, how self-cxacting he was, how _scriously he took 
his responsibilities, and what happiness che opemng of eve~y n~w 
rural school gave him. Their fathcr's wholc Iife, his cncrgy, h1s ab1~
ity to throw himself whokhearledly into the work h~ lovcd, h1S 
considerate attitudc towards thc cornmon pcople, and h1s unassum
íno· modestv in all things had a tremendous cducative impact upon 
th: childre~ . Very sim~p lc in his dealings with people a~d in his 
needs, he had cxcrted a most beneficia! iníluencc in tlns respect 
also. Lenin's strict attitudc lo himself and to his obligations, the 
high sense of duty which always distinguishcd him w_as to a larg_e 
extent implanted in him from carly diikll~ood by, h1s_ father: Hts 
father enjoyed grcat authority and lovc m lhe tam1ly. He was 
grcatly rcspected and lovcd by them. . . 

Ilya Ulyanov brought up his chi ldrcn accordmg ro the pcdagog1c 
vícws of thc Russian revolutionary democrat N. Dobrolyubov. He 
cultivated in them a strong will and an urge lO\vards knowlcdge; he 
taught them to understand life, to he sclf-demanding, and respon
sible for their own actions. He inculcated sinccrity and truthfulness 
upon his dúldren. . . 

Pleased though he was with the steady progrcss tus ch1ldren 
made al school, Lcnin's falher hated boastf ulness and instilled thc 
avcrsion to it into hÍli children. He spent ali his leisure with his 
familv. He paid great attention to his childrcn's studics, developing 
thcir ·literarv and artistic taste and took an active part in thcir plays 
and walks. 'The children felt at ease in their fathcr's prcsence; he 
never waved asidc their questions, and carcfully explained things to 
them. He was an interesting and entertaining storyteller. 

:\.faria Alexandrovna Clyanova, too, had a rarc gíft for bringing 
up children. A woman of cheerful, equ~ble tcmper, she nc~cr im
posed unnecessary restraints upon thc ch1ld~·en, and_ yet contnved to 
maintain discipline. Always neat, method1cal, thníty and moclest, 
espccíally in cvcrything that conccrncd h~r own pe_rson,_ she ":as 
able lo pass al! thcsc qualities on to_ hr: ch1ldrcn. Th1s fra1l-loo~mg 
woman possessed great couragc, {orl1tudc and selflcss devot1on, 
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which shc was oíten to display in later vears whcn bitler trials fell 
to thc 1ot of che Ulyanov family. , 

Thc Ulyanovs took care to dcvelop work habits in their childrcn. 
They were taught at an early age to serve themselves and help thcir 
elders; thc ~iris saw to it that the boys · clothcs and their O\Yn \\ere 
always in good condition. The Ulyanovs' housez stood in a small 
garden whieh was lO\·ingl> tended by the mother, and ali the 
e~ildrcn helpcd her with it. In the summer their job was to fill l\\O 

?1g wa~er-butts from t~e \vcll. Onc of the boys would do thr pump
mg w~ile the rcst carncd thc water round in huckets. watering-pots 
and p1tchcrs. It was good teamwork which went with a ga) swing. 
Thcy also loved the family tea drinking in the gardcn. Alexander 
would carry rhe samovar, \Vhilc the rcst followcd with chairs and 
lhc tea things. Thc tea ovcr, the girls would help thcir mothcr LO 

wash up , while the boys carried the chairs back into the house. The 
work was easy and everyone did his chores gladly. 

Volodya grc\·\l up a lively, hcalthy, fun-loving boy. He took after 
h!s fat.h.cr in looks, and inherited from him his jovial and 1>ociabk 
~1spos1L10n. He was a tircless leadcr in ail children's gamcs and pas
tlmes. From thc reminiscenccs of relatives wc know that he had 
~,ve? kcc~ sensc of fair play and hated fights. "This is not playing, 
1t s d1sgusr1~g. You can c.:ou nt me out," he would say when a garne 
ended up in a fight. Of an inquiring nature, he lcarned to read 
\'\ heu he was five, and spent a good <leal of time owr books. 

From the age of nine to seventccn Vladimir attcnded thc dassical 
~yr~~sium ·1 in Simbirsk. J\lrcady at that age he displayed thc· self'
d1sc1plme and ordcrly habit.c; that had becn cultiYated in hirn at 
h~mc. Every morning. at sc\·en sharp, he would lcap out of bed 
w1t.hout anyonc wakcning him, run out and wash, stripped to th<' 
waJSt, then make his bed. He always managed to repeat his Iessons 
before breakfast, and half past eight found him at school. to which 
he had to walk scveral blocks. And so cvery day. He kepl to this 
systcm throughout his eight ycars of school studies. 
. Vladimir's abi litics and industry revealed themsclves immediately 
m school. A nim ble, inquisitive mind, and a serious atlitud.e to
wards h.is stud ir.s madc him top scholar. He passed up from form t·o 
for?~ w1th honours. He attracted notice by his ordcrly habits, bis 
ab1ltty to go through with any job he had started, his genial char
acter, ancl thc sincere, simple way he treatcd hís dass-matcs, whom 
he wa.<; a lways ready to help with a difficult lcsson. He also had 
a reputalion of being a good sw1mmer, skater. and chcss-playcr. 
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The Shaping of Revolutionary Views 

Vladimir ~lyanov's childhood and youth coincidcd with a period 
when reaction in Russia reigned suprcmc. People were persccuted 
for every manifcstation of free thinking. 

Lenin's outlook during that carly period of his youth crystallised 
under the influcncc of his upbringing at home and of his parents' 
example, under the influence of re,·olutionary-democratic literature 
and contact with the life of the pcoplc. He was also greatly in
ílucnced by his elder brother Alcxandcr, who was an incontestable 
authority to him. Young Vladimir took aftcr bis brother. and 
whenever askcd to takc a dccision he answered: ''I'd do what Alcx
ander \.vould do." This desire to rnodel his conduct on his elder 
brother did not wear off but rather ~ained greater depth and mean
ing as time wenl on. It was from Alcxandcr that Vladimir first 
learned about Marxist literature. And il was in Alexander's hands 
that he first saw Yfarx's Capital. 

Alexander Ulyanov was an exlrcmcly giftcd youth. He was dis
tinguishcd from childhood for his strong will and moral íibre. 
''Alexander," Auna Tlyinichna rcc:all¡¡, "was an exceplionally scri
ous and thoughtful boy, wilh a very strong sensc of duty. Not only 
lirm but just, sensitive and kind-hearted, he was thc favouritc of thc 
younger children. Vladimir tried to imita te his brother. ... " * 

Observing lifc with a kcc:n c:yc, \'ladimir saw the poverty the 
pcople were 1 iving in, and the oppression and exploitation the 
\\'Orkers and pcasants werc undc:rgoíng. He listened attentively to 
his father's stories about the ignorance that reígned in the country
side, ahout thc tyTanny of thc authoritics, and the squalor and mis
ery of the peasantry. Coming into contact as he did with working 
peoplc, he could not hdp noticing thc humiliating condition of the 
Chuvashes, Mordvinians. Tatars, Udmurts and other disfranchised 
non-Russian nationalities. Ali this arouscd in him burning hatrcd 
for the oppressors of the people. 

His sympathy for the peoples oppressed by tsarism is sccn from 
the following fact. In his senior forms al the Gymnasium, he 
coached the teacher of a Chuvash school by the name of N. Okhot
nikov, who wanted to take his examination for a school-leaving cer
tilicatc. A Chuvash by nationality and a man endowed with consid
erable mathematical gifts, Okhotnikov longed lo receive a higher 
education but was unable to prepare on his own for the examina-

* Reminiscence.r of f,enin by Ilis Relntivn, Moscow, 1956, p. 18. 

15 



! 1 

tion, which ind ucled thc ancient languages, and he could not afford 
to hire a teacher. On hearing of the rnan's prcdicamcnl, Vladimir 
undertook to coach him free of charge, and did so regularJy, three 
times a "eek, for eightcen months. Okhotn ikov passed his examina
tion and reccivcd his certificate, which enabled him to enter thc 
unin•rsi t) . 

In his quest of solutions to the problems besetting him, \ 'ladimir 
did a great <leal of reading. Among his favourite authors wcre 
Pushkin , Lermonto,·, Gogol, T urgcnev, ~ekrasov, Saltykov-Shched
rin and Tolsloy. He absorbed the rcvolutionary spirit of the writings 
of' Belinsky, Hcrzcn , Chcrnyshevsky, Dobrolyubov and Pisarcv. The 
writings of' lhesc rcvolu tionary democrats roused in him hatrcd for 
the social and political system of tsarist Russia, and helped to form 
his r,evolutionary convictions. Young Lcnin was a grcat adm irer of 
the pocts who contributed to the satirical magazine lskm (Thc 
Spark), one of the leading publications of the revolutionary-dem
ocralic trcnd, which ca me out against fcudal-m inded reactiona
rics and the libcralism of' the nobility and the bourgeoisic. 

Lifr: dealt Vladimir severe hlows when he was still vcry young . 
His falher d ied suddcnly in .lanuary 1886 of a strokc al rhe ag<' of 
54. (The farnily was left without any means of suhsislcnce. ) Maria 
Alexandrovna appliecl for a pcnsion and severa! months passed 
bcforC' it was granted. 

Scarcely had the farn ily recovercd from this blow· when another 
struck thcm - Alnander was arrested in St. Petershurg on March l, 
1887, for his part in lhc atcempt to assas."inate Tsar i\lcxander IIJ. 
Shortly afterwar<ls Anna, who was studying in St. Pctersburg, was 
arrested too. 

o on<' in thc family liad known about Alexander's revolutionary 
aclivitics. He graduated from the Simbirsk Gymnasium with a gold 
meda!, and was a brilliant student at thc St. Petersburg University, 
whcre his researchcs in zoology and chemistry had attractcd the 
attention of' em inent scicntists, such as N. P. \i\'agncr and 
A. M. Butlerov, eac-h of whom wantcd him to study in bis faculty. 
One of his papers in zoology, written in his third ycar, was 
awarded a golcl mcdal. H e gave promise of bccoming a professor. 
On his last summer holiday at home he spcnt all his time on his 
thcsis and scemed to be completely absorbed in his studies. No onc 
knew that he was a membcr of thc study-circles of the rcvolutionary 
youth in St. Petcrslmrg and conducted political propaganda among 
thc wurkcrs. Ideologically, he stood midway betwecn the Narod
naya Volya 

4 
and Marxism. His comradcs loved him for his fin<' 
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brain, moral purity, loyalty to thc cause and extreme modesty. 
The news spread swiftly in Simbirsk. Thc town's liberal 

"society", all their acq uain tan ces, were q uick to sh un the Ulyanov 
family. That was whcn young Lenin had rus first real glimpse of the 
cowardly face of the liberal intellectual. 

Maria Alexandrovna at once wcnt to St. Petersburg. She did her 
urmost to save her son from the thrcat of death, but ali her cfforts 
were in vain. ?viaria Alexandrovna attended thc trial of Alexander 
and his comrades, and heard her son's ardent speech in which he 
fearlessly denounced thc autocracy and spokc about the historically 
inevitable victory of the new social order - socialism. 

"I was surprised how well Alexander spoke," shc told her 
daughter Anna. "He ·was so convincing and eloquent. I never 
thought he could speak likc that. But it was more than 1 could 
bear, and I had to lcavc the courtroom before he finished." 

On ~fay 8, 1887, Alexandcr Ulyanov, at the age of 21, was ex
ecuted by the tsarist hangmen in the Shlissclburg fortrcss. 

The execution of Alexandcr Ulyanov dislurbed all honest pcoplc 
who were outraged al the arbilrary behaviour of thc tsarist au
tocracy. The newspapers of many countries wrote about his bravery. 
Thus, the English Daily News and Der Sozialdemokrat published in 
Switzerland paid special attention to bis speech in court; the 
French ncwspaper Cri du Peuple described his fortitude at the execu
tion. Thc :polish newspaper Przedswit publishcd a pocm cntitlcd 
Ulyanov about his heroism and couragc. The death of Alexander 
Ulyanov was al<;o a great loss to science. The great Mendeleyev 
lamented that the revolution had deprived him of two outstanding 
pupils - Kibalchich and Ulyanov. 

His brother's execution was a grcat shock to Vladimir, but at the 
same time it confirmed him in his rcvolutionary views. Anna Yeli
zarova-Ulyanova wrote these stirring words about the two brothers: 
"Alexander Ulyanov died the death of a hero, and thc halo of his 
revolutionary martyrdom lighted the path for his younger brother 
Vladímir." * 

While paying tribute to the noble memory of his brother and his 
intrepid spirit, Lenin r~jected the path of terrorism which Ale
xandcr had chosen. "No, we won't take that path," he decided. 
"That isn 't the path to take." 

In those tragic days Lenin's self-command and fortitude were 
revealed at their best. He saw how stoically his mothcr was bcaring 

* Reminiscences ef Leni11 by His Relatives, p. 23. 
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her inconsolable grief. Her example could not but influence him. 
Numbcd by sorrow, he found the strength to go on with bis studies 
and passed his school-leaving examination brilliantly. The youngest 
boy in his form, he was the only one among the graduates to 
receive a gold meda!. The school authorities were in two minds 
about giving a medal to the brother of an executed "state crim
inal". But Lenin's outstanding abilities and profound knowlcdge 
were too obvious to be ignored. The character given by the head
master stated: "Highly capa ble, hardworking and painstaking, 
Ulyanov was top scholar in ali forms, and upon finishing school has 
been awarded a gold meda] as the most deserving pupil in regard 
to progress, development and conduct." * 

The U!yanov family left Simbirsk at the end of June 1887. They 
lived till August in the village of Kokushkino, and then moved to 
Kazan, whcre Lenin entercd the university (faculty of law). Being 
resolved to dedicate himself to the revolutionary struggle, he 
wanted to make a study of the social sciences. "Thcse days," he 
said, "one must study law and poiitical economy." 

Lenin was not admitted into the university at once. The univer
sity authorities were afraid to take thc responsibility of enrolling 
him. His application was marked as follows: "Defer pending receipt 
of a character." And it was not until an excellent testimonial wa<; 
received from the Simbirsk Gymnasium that he was enrollcd in the 
university. . 

In Kazan University Lenin became an active membcr of the illcgal 
Samara-Simbirsk Fraternity. The tsarist authorities banncd every kind 
of student organisation rnembership of which was punishablc 
by expulsion under thc University Statutes of 1884. It was a time 
when spying and snooping were rife in the universities of Russia. 
Lenin got in touch wich the progressive-minded students and took 
an active part in the revolutionary studencs' circle, which the police 
described as a cotcrie of "an extremely pernicious trend". 

Studcnts took a resolute stand against police persecution in thc 
universities. On December 4, 1887, the students held a meeting in 
the assembly hall of Kazan University. They demanded that 
the reactionary University Statutes be repealed, that student socie
ties be pcrmitted, that students who had been expelled be rein
stated and thosc responsible for their expulsion be called to 
account. Lcnin took an active part in the meeting. The Warden of 
the Kazan Educational Arca afterwards reported to the Depart----

" Molodaya Gvardia No. 1, 1924, p. 89. 
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Education that Ulyanov "dashcd into the a~scmbl~ hall 
ment of , l ,, d thc University Inspector descnbed h1m as ·th the first ot ' an · l t b ~71 f the most active participants in the ~cetmg, w 10 was,, o e 
onc.o the front rows, very excited, almost with clenched fists_ . On 

seen_ m . Lenin was one of the first to lay down h1s stu-leavmg the meetmg 

den~s card~lutionary action of the studcncs greatly alarmed the 
T e revh .t. They kept a battalion of soldicrs alerted in the Kazan aut on ies. . . . . . , 

. rd of the building adJommg the umvers1t). . . 
co':st): demonstralion of protest, Lenin .decided to q~1t t_he univer-
. O D ber 5 he wroce che following apphcallon to the s1 tv n ecem ' . d . . 

' · . "A I do not find it possible to contmuc my e ucat1on at 
Rector: .st . ndcr the present conditions of university life, I beg the umvers1 y u fi . . 
to ask Your Excellency to issuc the necessary order or m_y name to 

d ( Of the list of studcnts of the Imperial Kazan be crosse ou · · 
Univcrsity." * . · 

Bv order of thc Governor of Kazan, Lenm was arrcsted and im
. ' d In the prison cdl the arrestcd students compared notes 

~~~o~~c~ssed plans for the future. Asked by his comrades what he 
would do whcn relcase<l, Lenin answcred that only onc ~oad l~y 
beforc him, thal of revolutionary strugg~c. On December :>, Le~m 
was expclled from the university along w1th other st~1dents wh? h~d 
played an active part in thc meeting. He was forb1dd_en to hve m 
Kazan, and on Deccmber 7 he was banished to t~e v1~lage of Ko
kushkino under secret police survcillancc. (H1s sIStcr Anna, 
banished from St. Petersburg, also lived there. ) 

That was how Lenin, at the agf oJ Sfvenleen, took the path of revolu-
lionary struggle. . . 

The gendarmes did not resl coment with banishmg Lenm to the 
village. T he Director of the Police Department scnt ~n or~~r to t~e 
Chief of the Kazan Gubernia Gendarmes Office stat1~g:. S:e to it 
... that a strict and secret watch be kept on Vlad1.~ir l.::lyanov 
banished to the village of Kokushkino, near .Kaza~-_ . 

While in exile Lenin assiduously studicd soc10-pohtical, economic 
and statistical literature. Through his relatives in Kazan he 
received books and periodicals from the librarics. In later re~ollec
tions he wrote : I don 't think 1 cver aftcrwards rcad so m uch 1~ ~y 
life not even during mv imprisonment in St. Petcrsburg or ex~le m 
Sib~ria, as I did in thc year when T was banishe~ to ~he v1llage 
from Kazan; I read voraciously from early mornmg till late at 

* \!. I. Lenin, Complete Work.r, fiflh Kuss. ed., Vol. 1, p. 551. 
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nigh~. I .en.in p~mmed his studi<~s according to a stricl system. He 
s~ud1ed univcrs11y courses, rcad vario.us pcriodicals and fiction, cspe
c1ally lhc works of Nekrasov. Lenm read his favourite authors 
C~e~nyshevsky and Dobrolyubov, over and over again, and mad~ 
prcc1s and notes of their works. He made a profound sludy of thc 
?reat Russian revolutionary democrat Chernyshevsky, whose writ
mgs preached the class scruggle, advocated a peasant revolution, 
a strug~le to o~e~throw the autocracy and end scrfdom, and set 
forth h1s matenahsc philosophical views and socialist ideas. Lcnin 
l~ter often stressed the tremendous importance of the writings of 
Chcrnyshcvs.ky, ~ho was able even by censorcd articlcs to educate 
real revolut1onanes. 

Lc~in spcnl ncarly a year in exile. In the autumn of 1888 he was 
pe~m1tt~d lo retu;n to Kazan,5 but he was not readmitted to the 
um~c~~tl:'. Th~ V\ arden of ~he ~azan Educational Arca 04jccted to 
Len1? s 1elurnmg lo the umvers1ty and wrote to the Dcpanmcnt of 
~uhl~ c Educalion: "··:A!though he possesscs outstanding abilitics 
and ~s cxtremcly w.ell mformcd, he cannot at prcsent be considcred 
a rcliabk _rerson e1thcr morally or politically." In the Dcparlmcn t 
the followmg cndorscment was made on this document: " Isn't this 
the º.~o~hcr -~f lhac Ulyanov? .He is from lhc Simbirsk Gy.mnasium, 
too, isn l he. Not to be adrn1ttcd under any circumstanccs." Pre
vente? '.rom continuing his cducation in Russia, Lenin applicd for 
perrms.•;i?n to leavc the country and continue his education abroad, 
but agam he was rcfused. The Governor of Kazan received an 
order from th~ Police Dcpartmcnt saying that "no foreign passport 
... should be 1ssued" to Vladimir Ulvanov. 

Sho.rtly afte~~vard~ Lcnin joined on~ of the :Yfarxist study-circles 
orgam~cd by l'\1kola1 Fedoseyev, one of the first revolutionaries who 
prorla1med thcmselvcs. :Marxis~s. F or rcasons of sccrecy, the 
members .ºr the. study-circles wh1ch he had organiscd in Kazan did 
not assoc1ate w1th one another and did not mention names unless 
they h~d to. Every~ne knew only the members of his own circlc. 
Thal is why Lenm never mct Fedoseyev, although he was 
a me~ber <>'. one of the circles. There were severa! illegal rcvolution
ary circlc.s m ~aza? a.t lhc time, where the works of .Marx and 
Eng~ls, CH'Cu l~tmg m illegal editions and manuscript form, werc 
stud1cd and d1scusscd, and where heated debates wcre held 011 the 
works of Plekhanov aimed against the :."Jarodniks. 
. It was ~ time .when :."Jarodism had a strong hold on thc revolu
h~nary-mmdcd mtellcctuals. The idealist and anti-hislorical claim 
oí the >larodniks thal capilalism in Russia was an accidcnlal devel-
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ment that thc country woul<l arrive al socialism only through 
~~e pca~ant commune, and ll~eir ~~vocacy of lhe tactics of individ
ual icrrorism as a method ol pohllcal s~ruggl~ were vcry popular 

mong the intelkctuals. "Nearly ali had in their carly youlh enthu
:iascically worshipped the terrorist herocs," Lenin pointcd out after
wards. '"lt requircd a struggle to abandon thc captivating impres
sions of rhose heroic traditions, an<l the struggle was accompanied 
bv the breaking off of personal relations with people who were 
d~termined to remain loyal to the :."Jarodnaya Volya and for whom 
the you.ng Social-Democrats had profound respect. Thc struggle 
compelled the youthful leadcrs to ed u cate themselves, to rcad illegal 
literature of every trend .... " * Len in himsclf never adhcred to the 
ideas of Narodism. 

The views of the Narodniks obviously dashed with realities. After 
the abolition of serfClom in 1861 capitalism in Russia began to devel
op rapidly. factories sprang up in SL Petersburg, in the central 
and southern regions , and in thc Urals. Railway lines werc built 
connecting the centre with the bordrr regions of the country. 
A great revolutionary force was growing and gaining strcngth in 
Russia in the shape of thc proktariat. 'fhc working class, which 
had not yct become conscious of its own powcr, had already started 
its struggle against the bourgeois and landowncr system. Strikes 
broke out spontaneously and the first proletarian organisations 
carne into being. 

In 1883 the lirst Russian :Ylarxist organisation lhe Emancipation 
of Labour group hcaded by Plckhanov - was set up abroad. This 
group played a promincnt part in sprcading thc ideas of scicntific 
socialism in R ussia, in giving a Marxist analysis of the economic 
situation in the country, and combating :'-Jarodism. Thc writings of 
Plekhanov were of very great importance, cspecially his Socialism 
and the Política! Struggle and Our Dijferences, which wcrc avidly read 
and díscussed in the :Y1arxist study-circles of the time. Published 
abroad free from ccnsorship, thcy for the first time systematically 
expounded the ideas of Marxism as applicable to Russia. T he 
Emancipation of Labour group, howcvcr, in the words of Lenin, 
only laid the theoretical foundations for the Social-Democratic 
movement in Russia and took the first step towards the >vorking
class movement. 

Lenin devoted thc mont·hs spent in Kazan to mastering the 
thcory of Marxism and making personal contacts with the young 

* V. l. Lenin, CoUected Work.1. Vol. 5, pp. 517-18. 
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Marxists thcre. He made a serious study of Marx's chicf work, Capi
tal, in which its great author revealed and scientifically substan
tiated thc cconomic laws of development of capitalist society, gavc 
a profound analysis of capitalism's contradictions, and incontestably 
proved lhc inevitability of its downfall and of the victory of social
ism. _Marx scicntifically justificd the world-historic role of the pro
letanat as the grave-digger of capitalism and the builder of a ncw . . . ' soc1al1st soc1ety. 

Lenin was completcly carried away by the great ideas of Marx, 
by the irresistible logic and profundity of his scientific conclusions. 
He did not merely study Capital but gave it deep thought, specifi
cally from thc angle of its application to the socio-economic condi
tions and thc tasks of thc working-class movemen t in R ussia. 

From the very beginning of his conscious life Lenin adhcred to 
the rcvolutionary Marxist teaching on the remaking of the world 
a~d thc grca_t historie mission of the working class. At the agc of 
etghteen Lenm undcrstood that the proletariat was the most rcvolu
tionary dass which was to play the part of leader in the struggle 
against the cxploiters. ' · 

Lenin was one qf the first Russian lV!arxists who creatively mastered the 
revolutionary teaching, a convinced adherent and ardent propagandist of the 
great ideas of scientifzc socialism. 

Having mastercd thc Marxist theory, Lcnin saw as no one clse 
the grcat force that would be aroused in the working class of R ussia 
when a socialist consciousncss was brought into the young working
class movement. Alrcady at that lime he was certain that neither 
the tsarist autocracy nor the rule of the capitalists would be ablc to 
withstand that force. 

The Samara Period 

Early in May 1889 che lJlyanovs went out to a farro near the vil
lage of Alakayevka in Samara Gubernia, and in the autumn moved 
to Sam~ra (no":' Kuibyshev) 6. Meantime the secret police had suc
ceeded m trackmg down the Kazan revolutionary study-circles. In 
July Nikolai fedoseycv was arrested and imprisoned along with 
several members of thc circle which Lenin attended. I t was only by 
a lucky chancc - his departure from Kazan -that Lenin cscaped 
an arrest. 

Lenin had to do somcthing to carn a living. In the course of May 
and .J unc he advcrtiscd in Samarskqya Ga;:eta: "Former student seeks 
a les.son. Place away from home no obstaclc. v\'rite V. ü., e/o Ycli-
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Voznesenskaya Street, house of Sa ushkina." There was 
zarov, · ·11 h 
a note on the list of persons under poh:e ~urvc1 an~e to. ~ e 
effect chat l,;lyanov made a livclihood m amara y g1vmg 

lessons. . . . h . R . b d L . 
l,;nable to enter the u01vers1ty e1l er m. uss1a o~ a _roa , . enm 
· d to get permission to pass his university cxammat1ons w1thout 

tntending lectures. But it \·vas not until the spring of 1890, after 
ac e · d h · everal applications had been made, that he rece1ve suc permIS-
:ion. He began to prepare for his examinations with ?is customary 
energy. He made up his mind to take _his degree s1multaneously 
with his former Kazan fellow students. 1 o do that, he would have 
to master the four-year course of university studies in eighteen 
months of independent work. Lenin drew up a rigid schedule of 
studies, and strictly adhered to it. In the summer, in Alakaye:ka, 
he set up what he called his "work room" ~n a dis~ant part of the 
gardcn, and he would come there after h1s n:orn~ng tea, loadcd 
with books and writing materials, and work t1ll mghtfall. 

Lenin workcd hard, but he knew how to relax as well. In the 
evenings the house in Alakayevka resoundcd with mu.~ic and sing
ing. Lenin often sang togcthcr with rus sister Olga, who also played 
thc piano accompaniment. He was particularly fond of the song 
"Our Sea Is Friendless" to lhe words of "The Swimmer" by the 
poet Yazykov. He sang with great feeling: 

But the billows carry over 
Only those wlwse hearts are strong ! 
Courage, brotlters, let tite tempest 
Swijter bear our boat along. 

Lenin's relatives pointed out that there was nothing wistful about 
his singing. It always had a couragcous note in il and _rang like 
a call for action. Dmitry Ulyanov recalled that one mommg, when 
Olga was playing the iVfarseillaise, Lenin carne into the room and 
suggested singing the Jnternationale. In those days this hymn was 
almost unknown in Russia. The brother and sister started to prac
tise the tune, then sang the whole hymn in French. * ~enin had stud
ied music as a child, but then gave it up,. a thmg _he always 
recalled with regret. He was very fond of mus1c, for wh1ch he had 
an appreciative car. 

* Reminiscences ef Vladimir llyich f,erlÍn in 5 volumcs, Vol. 1, Moscow, 1979, p. 
111 (Russ. ed.). 

23 



, r.n 1 ~91 ·.Len in took his. examinat~ons in law al the Petcrsburg 
Un1vers1ty m two stages -m the spnng and autumn. He was thc 
only one of ali the examinees to receive the highest marks in ali 
subjccts, and was granted a first-class diploma. Whilc in St. Peters
burg for ~is examinations, Lenin took the opportunity of contacting 
t~c Marx1scs there, and obtaining through them a supply of Marxist 
hterature. 

Lenin was given the addresses of St. Petersburg Marxists by 
A. A. Shukht, a close acquaintance of his who, after returning from 
exile in Siberia, resided in Samara. 

Ac thc closc of January 1892 Lenin was called to the bar and in 
March he began to practise in the Samara Regional Court. He 
appeared for the defence in court about twenty times d uring 
1892-93. Most of those he defended were poor peasants and 
artisans. 

His legal practicc, however, interested him least of ali, his cner
gies ?eing ~holly devoted to studying Marxism, to preparing him
sdf lor active revolutionary work. At the time of his arrival in 
Sainara therc werc several illegal study-circles there of' 
r~volution~ry-minded young pcople, mostly studcnts. The majorily 
of those circles adhcrcd to the Narodnik lrcnd. 

Quite a few rcvolutionary Karodniks of thc sevcnties lived in 
~amara, but ncarly all of them had rctired from politics by that 
time. Always eagcr to lcarn and takc the best and most uscful of 
everything, Lcnin spcnt a good <leal of time in talks with Narod
naya Yolya velerans, critically assimilating thc expcriencc of thc 
revolutionary movemcnt of the past. He showed a keen intercst in 
their s.tories about revolutionary \.vork. secrecy techniques, and· the 
behav1our of revolutionaries during interrogations and trials. 
Although he <lid not share thcir views, Lcnin had a profound re
spect for thesc brave, selfless rcvolutionaries. 
. The appearance of t~is wcll-educated .\farxist had a powcrful 
1mpact on thc revolut1onary study-circles of Samara. With his 
ch~ra.cteristic a~dour and ability to win others over to his way of 
thmkmg, Lcn111 started to advocate ~farxism in Samara 
as well. 

I~l the 1~90s. lhc Narodniks turned from revolutionary fightcrs 
agamst tsansm mto moderate liberals. In Samara Lenin began an 
unrelenting struggle against Narodnik ideology, again.st liberal 
N arodniks. 7 He delivered frequcnt lectures exposing the unscicntilic 
nature of the Narodnik vicws and shovving how untenable thcy 
werc and how they clashed with reality. H e lectured to a study-cir-
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ele. which included workers of' thc Samara ~·ailway dcpot, ?n the 

b. t f "The Villa<Te Commune, 1 ts Destmy, and the Vv ays to 
su ~ec 0 

¡-., ¡· d · ·¡¡ ¡ d 
R , 1 tion''. In 1892-93 he wrote and then de 1Vere m 1 ega stu y-

e\ O u · 'd 1 · f l"b l circles lectures directed against the leachng 1 eo og1sts o 1 era 
Narodism-~. :Ylikhailovsky, V. Vorontsov and S. Yu~hakov and 
also gave talks on the works of :Marx and Engels .. H1s PªJ?er on 
~1arx's book The Pouerty of Philosophy r?uscd gn~at mtercst 1.n the 
revolutionary study-circles. Lcnin del1vered h1s lectures m ~n 

tmosphere of sharp ideological strugglc. He upheld the Marxist 
~octrine, skilfully repelling the attacks of his opp?nems_. 

ln Samara Lenin translated Marx's and Engels lvfanijesto of the 
Communist Party from German into Russian. The manuscript of his 
t:·anslation circulatcd from hand to hand, was read in the Samar.a 
circles and even found its way outsidc Samara. Unfortunately, th1s 
manuscript was lost. 

Lcnin closely f<.illowed the internat.ional cvents. He njoiccd when 
thc Anti-Socialist Law introcl uced in Germany in 1878 was 
repcalecl under the prcssurc of lhe growing working-class movc
ment. 

In 1892 Leniu organiscd the first :vtarxist circle in Samara. The 
circle d iscussed the works of :\1arx and Engels- Capital, Anti-Dühr
ing, The Condition of the Workirzg-Class .¡n Englarul, the works of Ple
khanov and others. All the Marxist lirerature that could be 
obtained in Samara at the time was studied and discussed. Thc cir
clc members carried on active propaganda ol' Marxism. Lenin often 
lcctured in the circk on questions ol' Marxist theory and rcad arti
des which he wrote on thc subjecl. During his stay in Samara he 
wrote severa} articlcs, among thcm, according to the testimony of 
the circle members, an articlé on V. Vorontsov's book The Destú~ 

. of Capitalism in Russia (a fundamental work of liberal . • arodism), 
which has not bcen found. 

Lenin's prestige among his followcrs stood very high. "Simplicity, 
tactfulness, a zest for life were remarkably combincd in this twenty
three-vear~old man with dignity, profound knowledge, ruthless logi
cal c¿rt~istency, clear judgement and precision in dcfinitions," * 
I. Lalavants vvrote in his reminiscences. 
Alre~dv at that time Lenin d isplayed a creative faculty of mind 

in dealing with the problcms he was studying. He app.roached the 
thcorv of Marxism with an open mind, and accepted nothzng as dogma. 
He regarded theory as a key to the understondin,g of Russia's economic and 

* &minúcenas o.f Lmin, Pan 1, Mosrnw, l9jG, p. 102 ( Rus.s. ed.). 
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political situation, and euery conclusion he drew from the books he read he 
tried to uerify in practice. 

Equippcd with thc Marxist scientific method, Lenin made a pro
found and thorough study of Russia's economy. He collected and 
analyscd a vast amount of data on peasant farming, especially 
Zemstvo a statistics. He set forth his analysis and conclusions first in 
a lecture to the study-circle and then in an article entitled "New 
Economic Developments in Peasant Life", which he wrote in the 
spring of 1893. It was the earliest theoretical work ofLenin that has 
reached us. It shows that Lenin was already well versed in Marxist 
theory, and used it competently in his study of the life of Russia's 
peasants. Lenin showed that while the Narodniks denied che devcl
opmcnt of capitalism in Russia, capitalism was growing with irre
sistible force, and that a process of profound economic difforentia
tion was going on among the peasantry, who were splitting up into 
poor, middle and rich pcasants (kulaks). Data citcd by Lenin proved 
the existcnce of antagonistic classes among the "communal" 
peasantry, whom the Narodniks idealised. 

Thc sound knowledge of peasant farming which his study of the 
countrysidc had given him was to stand Lenin in good stcad in his 
subsequent theorctical rescarches. It equipped him with extensive 
authentic factual data which gave him ample material for profound 
scientific gencralisacions and conclusions, and for a dcvastating 
criticism of Narodnik views. 

Lenin's activitics wcre not confined to Samara. He was in touch 
with a number of towns in che Valga region. A number of people 
carne to Samara from Saratov, Kazan and other Valga towns to 
study thc ncw, Marxist doctrine. In this manner, the Volga rcgion 
began to play an important part in spreading Marxist ideas in 
Russia. 

Lenin corresponded with Fedoseyev who was living in Vladimir 
at the time. They exchanged views on Marxist theory and on the 
economic and política] development of Russia. In 1893 Lenin 
received from Fedoseyev, then again in prison, a manuscript deal
ing with the causes of the fall of serfdom in Russia. The manu
script, with Lenin's marginal notes, was read and discussed by the 
members of the Marxisc study-circle. This correspondence between 
Lenin and Fedoseyev went on for a number of years but, unfor
tunately, it has not been found. Lenin had a decp affection for his 
like-mindcd fricnd. Many years la ter he wrote: "Fedoscyev played 
a very important role in the Valga arca and in certain parts of Cen
tral Russia during that period; and the turn towards Marxism at 
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. d btedly very largelv due to the influence of this h t ume was, un ou ' , 
1 

. ,, * 
e ª tionally talentcd and exceptionally devoted revo u~10nary .. , 
cxcep d Samara were very imporrant landmarks m Lemn s Kazan an . · · 

· · It ,as in those years that his Marx1st conv1ctions rfi and act1v1ty. v. . h 1 
e 11. d The Samara period was a period of mustenng strengt c1-vsta ISe . f l . 1 
' · out into the broad arena o revo uuonary strugg e. befare commg · k H d t 
e Ion ed to have full scope for revol~uonary wor . e wante . o 

H . ga major industrial centre w1th a numerous proletanat. 
be mA t 1893 with this aim in view, he left Samara for St. In ugus , 
Petersburg. 

* V. I. Leni1i, Co/lected Works , Vol. 33, p. 453. 



Chapter Two 

LEADER OF THE REVOLUTIONARY 
PROLETARIAT OF RUSSIA 

Give ~s an organisation of revolutionaries, and 
we will overturn Russia! 

Lmin 

.Lcnin to~k a~van~agc .ºr his tríp to St. Petersburg to get in touch 
w~th Marx1sts in ~1zh~1 ~.ovgorod and :t\foscow. In a long talk 
w1th thc con~racles m N1zhm Novgorod, he particularly stresscd thc 
?ced for scttmg up a Social-Democratic organisation and establish
'.ng contacts. betwee~ thc Marxists of diffrrent citics. Their mcrting 
,md talk w1th _Lenm made a strong irnpression on the Nizhni 
Nov~orocl Marx1~~s. "Young Lenin," wrotc S. Mitskevich, who took 
part m thc talk, '1mprcssed onc as a man of great erudition sound 

·!u~lgemcnt, and powerful intellcct. lt is interesting to no~c that 
ah ~ady' •:t that time one could se~: in hirn the future organiser or 
<~ut Pa1 t). lle dcvotcd _grcat attentton to gathering all che availabk 
forc~ of . thc ~ev?lutionary .\1'.1-rxists_ and establishing rontacls 
het '' ren the Marx1sts scattercd m vanous towns." * 

Frorn Nizhni Novgorod Lenin went to Vladimir and then 10 
Moscow, whcre che Ul)anov familv was now Ji,·ing Dmºt 11 · ·h h . · . . , , 1 ry y1c ª' mg cntcr_ed the urnvers1ty there. Lenin rnet thc local ~arxists 
and wor~cd m thc reading-room of the Rumyantscv Yfuscum (now 
thc Lenm Sta te Libral')'). 

Among the St. Petersburg Proletariat 

~enin arrivcd_ in ~l. Pet_er~burg on August. 31 (the tsarist secret 
P_?l1ce losl no lnne m not1fymg the Policc Departrnent about it). 
1 wo days late; h.c ~vas appointed assistant barrister to a St. Petcrs
b~rg lawy~r. fh 1s JOb, however, was mcrely an official screcn for 
~1~ rcvolut~on~ry .activíties. He _devoted very Iittle time to Jaw prac
t1cc, and gavc h1mself up entirely to revolutionary work. 

* Remi11isrmces qf Vltulimir llyiclr Lenin in .'i volumes. Vol. 2 ~foscm, 1979 r.4 
( Russ. ed.). · · • '' · 'p.·' 
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The Nizhni Novgorod Marxists h_ad giv:-n Lenin a sccret address 
. S Petersburo-. Thev had also g1ven h1m a letter to a country-
10 t. ::> • • 
man of theirs named Yf. Silvin, ,~ho was stu_dyn~g there ~nd 
through •Nhom he got in.to ~o.ntact wnh th~ Marx1sts. m the cap1~al. 
Shortly afterwards Lcmo JOmed a ~arx1st s_tudy-circlc consIStmg 

·0 1,, of students of the Technolog1cal Inst1tute. It was a small 
ma1 · f 
group. carrying on ~,farxist propaganda among a narrow sect1on o 
advanced workers. . 

Before Lenin's arrival, however, none of the mcmbers of thc cir-
cle knew how to apply ~larxism in analysi~g various phenom~na ~f 
Russian economy. "~one of us," Kr:.ch1zhanovsky wrote m h1s 
reminisccnces, "was familiar to such an extent with first-hand infor
mation on this economy, with the 'v\lcalth of material aíforded by 
our Zcmstvo statistics. Nonc of us cou ld vie with him in the 
breadth and depth of the class analysis of the forces in operation." 

Lenin's appearancc in the circlc was comparcd to "a thunder
burst that had a vivifying dfcct". Unshakahle faith in the victory qf the 
working class, vast knowlerlge, a prqfound understanding of Marxism, anrl 
the ability to appry it in solving tite problems vital to the masses earned Lenm 
the sincere mpect qf tite St. Petersburg Marxists and made him their recog
nised leader. 

Lenin was alreadv absorbed in thc cardinal task of doing away as 
quickly as possible, with the isolarion and amatcurishness ~)f the 
Social-Democratic circlcs and procc<·ding lo found a revolunonary 
proletarian party. Recalling chat period at a la ter date, he wrotc: 
"I used to work in a study-circle that set itsclf very broad, all-em
bracing tasks; and ali of us. mcmbers of that cirde, suHered pain
fully and acutdy from the rcalisation that wc were acting as ama
teurs at a mornent in history when wc mighr havc been able to say 
varying a well-known statement: 'Give us an organisation of revolu
tionaries, and we will ovcrturn R ussia ! ' " * It was to thc building of 
such an organisation that Lenin applied himsclf in St. Petersburg. 
He saw clearly the great prospect for thc victory of the revolution 
in Russia if the working-class rnovcment were lcd by a well-or
ganised vanguard of thc proletariat - the revolutionary Marxist 
Party. And this organisation, the rcvolutionary Marxist vanguard of 
the working class the Bolshevik Parly - was created under Lenín's 
leadership. 

His activitics in St. Petersburg coincided with the beginning of 
an upswing in the mass working-class movcmcnl which gained par-

* V. l. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 5, pp. 466-67. 
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t.icular momentum in thc nineties of thc nineteenth century. Wíth 
the. developmcnt of capitalism in Russia, the working class grew 
~ap1?ly. The~e were alrcady nearly three million workers cmployed 
1~ b1g faetones, on the railways, and in thc mining industry. Their 
11fc was a l~ard and wretched one. T he working day was from 
twelve to thirtcen hours, and in sorne industries from fiftecn to six
tcen. 1~he sweated worker received low wages, and as for women 
and ch1ld~en, who were widely employed in industry, they received 
a mere p1ttance . 
. Backbreaking labour, semi-starvation and appalling living condi

tions drove the proletarian masscs to protest and fight back. But the 
wo:kcrs' spon~aneous, sporadic protests against grinding cxploi
tation , oppress1on and poverty usually endcd in their defeal. Those 
who dared to voice their dissatisfaction with the existing system 
werc scverely persccuted, thrown into prison, exiled or condcmned 
to penal servitude. 

If thc struggle against the capitalists was to be effective it had to 
be waged in an organised fashion and infused with the :evolution
ary id~as of scientifi~ socialism. The tasks clearly seen by Lenin and 
set befare ~he Marx1Sts of St. Pctcrsburg were to politically educate 
and orgamse the workers, to devdop their socialist consciousness 
and explain to them the common aims and paths of the prolctarian 
class struggle. 

Lcnin's work among the St. Petcrsburg proletariat started in thc 
aulu~n of 1893. He established contacts with V. Shdgunov, I. Ba
bus~km, and many others. He was in touch with the workers of the 
Putilov ~no~ K!rov) Works, the Semyannikov (now the Lenin 
Ncvsky Engmecrmg) Works, thc Obukhov (now Bolshevik) Works 
th~ Thornton (now T haelmann) Mili, the Laferme (now lJritsky} 
M1ll, and othcr factories. 

A t that time thcre were several workers' political circles fi.mction
ing in St. Petersburg. He began lo attend thcm. He went to meet
i~gs held in workcrs' homes, often met with the organisers of thc 
c1~clcs, and took_ an active part in conferenccs of the revolutionary
mmded proletarians. He made a close study of the conditions and 
temper of the workers, and lene an attentive éar to what they had 
to say_ about the way things were run at the factories, about the 
hard hves they lcd, and about landowner oppression in thc country
side, with which many of thcm were closdy connected. Lenin 
devoted a good <leal of his cncrgy to the political education of the 
~orkers. He conducted \;orkers· s~udy-circles in the ~evskaya Zas
tava, Petcrsburg and vyborg dJstncts of the city, in Kolpino, 
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011 Vasilyevsky island and hclped individual workers with their 

studies. 
Lcnin spread the great doctrine of Marxism among the workers, 

linking it with thc vital questions of the country's life and thc needs 
of the proletariat. He helped thc workers to assimilatc Marxist 
theory. In expound ing the first volume of Capital, he illustrated the 
economic doctrine of Marx with examples from the lifc of his lis
teners. He had a way of explaining the most complicated questions 
of theory in simple, comprehensible terms. Thc workers listened 
with lively interest to their circle-leader, who skilfully drew them 
into a discussion of the problems that he raised. l. Babushkin, 
a member of one of the circles, recalls with admiration thc way 
Len in conducted studies on political economy: 

"The lccturer explained the subject to us in his own words, with
out reading from notes; he would try lo get us to disagrce with him 
or start a dispute, and then he would egg us on, making one of us 
argue his point of view with anothcr. Our lectures, thereforc, were 
very lively and interesting, and tended to devclop a habit for public 
spcaking; this method of study was thc best way of mastering the 
subjccl . Wc were ali very pleased with the lcctures and constantly 
admired the intellcct of our lccturer. .. . " * 

Every lecturc of Lenin's left the workers richcr with knowledge, 
broadcncd their horizon, moulded their class consciousness and 
addcd to their polilical understanding. T hey cook to the tcachings 
of Marx cagerly. Ovcrworked though they were, they went without 
slecp or rcst in order to read up for circlc studies. 

Lenin gave special attention to the training of organisers and in
structors for the workcrs' circlcs, constantly impressed upon the 
workers that they should never lose sight of the political side of 
things, that they should go the rcvolutionary way and not swervc to 
the reformist sidepath of the English trade unions, becausc trade 
unionism meant the ideological cnslavement of the workers by the 
bourgcoisie. He taught the workcrs how to behave in the event of 
arrest, interrogation, and trial, how to help arrested and cxiled 
comrades, and how to raise funds for that purpose. He urged thac 
libraries should be organised and a reading programme drawn up 
to promote the education of the workers. 

Lcnin taught the circle members to do independent political 
work. He got them to lend . a hand in collccting material for thc 
writing of leaflecs on the burning copies of the day, leaflets calling 

* Reminiscences of Tlladimir 11.Jich Leni11, Vol. 2, pp. 34-35. 
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upon thc workers to fight their oppressors. lle often gave the circlc 
members ""ritten questions, to answer which they had to make 
a study of facto!)' eonditions. Through onc or his acquaintanres 
Lenin succeeded in obtaining permission to visit the Putilov Works. 
He went over this vast establishment, familiarising himself with thc 
work conditions of the industrial prolctariat. The concrete knowl
edgc of the condition of the working class which he thus obtained 
helpcd him to guide che growing movement of the proletariat. 

It was characteristic of Lenin as an instructor or the workcrs' cir
cles that he not only taught the workers, but constantly learned Jrom 
them, and studied their living and working conditions. His familiarity with 
workers' life provided Lenin with invaluable material for 
drawing conclusions and making generalisations in his thcoretical 
works about the proletariat as the leading force of society, about its 
great revolutionary role. "His work among thc St. Petersburg 
workcrs, his talks with them , and thc attcntion with which he lis
tencd to what they had to say, gave Lenin an understanding of 
Marx's great idea, the idea that the working class ·was the vanguard 
of all the toiling people, that the toiling people, and ali the 
oppresscd , followed ils lead, that hcrein lay ils strength and thc 
pledge of ils victory. Only as a leader of ali thc toiling people could 
the working dass be victorious. Lcnin realised this when he was 
active among t.he St. Pctcrsburg workers," * N. K. Krupskaya 
rcmarkcd. Lenin enjoyed the dccp aílection and respect of the 
workers, to whom he was a leaeher and fricnd. ?vfore and more 
workers ílocked to his circle. 

ln thc winter of 1894-95 Lenin often met '.'\adezhda Konstan
tinovna Krupskaya, whosc acquaintance he madc in February 
1894. At the time of rheir first meeting she had been working free 
of chargc for over three years as a teacher a t an evening Sunday 
school for workers in thc Ncvskaya Zastava district. This school was 
attended by workers from many factories. Lenin and Krupskaya 
were drawn together by thc common cause, and it formed thc basis 
of their lifelong friendship. 

Krupskaya was brought up in a revolutionary environmcnt; her 
father, Konstantin Krupsky, '".:as a typical representative of the 
revolutionary intclleetuals of the sixties 9f thc ninetcenth century. 
She dedicated herself to revolutionary activities from her carly 
youth. In lhe nineties shc joined a Marxist circle. Shc was an 
ardent revolutionary, devoted to the cause of the working class. 

* R~minisunus ef Vladimir ll)ich ú11in, Vol. 1, p. 591. 
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On bis \·\'ay home from thc lectures, Lenin would drop in on 
J{rupskaya, who livcd together with her mother. "l was in !ove 
with my school work," Krupskaya wrote in her reminiscenccs, "and 
could talk about it for hours if you <lid nol stop me talk about the 
school, the pupils, the Semyannikov, Thornton, Maxwell and other 
factories and milis along the ~eva River. Vladimir Ilyich was inter
estcd in evel)' little detail that could hclp him to piecc together 
a picture of the life and conditions of thc workers, to find sorne sort 
of avenue of approach to them in the matter of revolutionary 
propaganda." * 

Lenin put before thc Russian Social-Democrats the task of cltang
i11g over Jrom the propaganda of ¡\1arxism in small circles of advanced 
workfrs to political agitation arrumg the hroad mass ef the workers. This 
was an important step forward in thc activities of Russia's Marxists. 
This change-ovcr was first made by the St. Petersburg Social-Dem
ocrats cluring the disturbances at tbe Scmyannikov Works at the 
end of 1894, caused by systematic delays in paying out wages. In 
connection with those disturbances, Lenin wrote a leaflet , addresscd 
to thc Semyannikov workers. According to Lenin, Babushkin 
helpcd to draw up thisjirs/ agitatwn leajlet and. moreovcr, took part 
in distributing it. 

\i\lh en the ·workers of Novy Port went on strike, the St. Peters
burg Social-Democrats issucd a leatlet entitkd "\Vhat thc Dock 
Workers Should Fight for". lt was distributed among the dockers 
and elsewhere in the city, and helped thc dock workers to win the 
strikc. 

The ldeological Defeat of Narodisrn 

Along with organL~ing and propaganda activities, Lenin devoted 
himself to an extensive study of theoretical problems. His profound 
undcrstanding of Marxism and creativc approach to it were here 
revcaled with striking force. 

In the nineties the Russian Marxists were faced four-square with 
thc problem of completely defeating Narodism ideologically. There 
could be no progress until this still influcntial political trend, hostile 
to Marxism, was exposed. 

From the very outsct of his revolutionary activities in St. Peters
burg Lcnin waged an unremitting struggle against the Narodnik 

* Rtmú11scences ef Vladimir llyich Lenin, Vol. 1, pp. 218-19. 
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idcology. In the autumn of 1893, Lenin al a Marxist cirdc meeting 
sharply criticised the views of the liberal ="larodniks on thc future of 
capitalism in Russia. Subsequently Lenin set fonh his vicws in 
a paper "On the So-Callcd \ilarket Question'', which he then read 
at a meeting of the circle. This was the second important work of 
the young Lenin which has come clown lo us. He showed in it 
a profound understanding of thc cconomic rclations that were devel
oping in the country and gave a brilliant Marxist analysis of the 
economic conditions prcvailing in Russia in the late nineteenth 
century. 

It would seem at first sight that the markct question had no 
bearing on the rernlutionar) movement of the working class. But it 
was precisely this question that gave rise to serious controversy at 
the time, and a proper understanding of it was highly important for 
combating ~arodism cffectively. To prove their asscrtion that capi
talism could not develop in Russia, the Narodniks pointcd to the 
absence in the country of a wide home market which was essential 
for capitalism. 'J'hey beHcvcd that no such market cc>U ld exist in 
Russia, where lhe growing impoverishment of the peopk, they 
allcged, made it impossibk. 

Lenin showed how untenablc these argumcnts were. On the basis 
of numerous statistical data covering various gubernias, he proved 
that with the developmcnt or capitalism the pcasantry was being 
differentiated into bourgcoisic and prolctariat, that simultaneously 
with the ruining of the small producers' farms the formation of 
large capitalist farms was going on. He showed that capitalism had 
bccome thc main background of the economic lif c of R ussia. 

Lenin's paper played au important role in thc thcoretical de
vdopment of .\farxists, and strengthened their idcological posi
tions in the strugglc against l'.\arodism. It was distributed among 
che Social-Democratic circlcs in St. Petersburg and other cities. For 
a long time Lenin's manuscript was considered lost; it was found as 
late as 1937 and publishcd then for the first time in the Soviet 
press. 

Early in January 1894 Len in visited ~foscow. It was vacation 
time, when young people got together at evening parties that often 
served as a screen for illcgal mcctings. At onc of thesc meetings, 
Lenin carne out against V. Vorontsov, <me of the Narodnik leaders. 
This was reported to the authorities by a police spy. From his 
report we know that sorne other Marxist had spoken before Lenin, 
but the Narodnik Vorontsov had out-argued him, and "somcone by 
che name of Ulyanov (supposed to be a brothcr of the hanged revo-
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. ·) k p thc cudgels and defended the man's vicws with 
1u110nar) too u ., * 
·k ·11 and knowlcdgc · . d s 1 . , ecch ""ªs a great help to che Moscow Marx1sts. Accor -

Lcntn s sp w d h f the youncr . A Yelizarova-Ulyanova it opene t e eyes o b 
ing to nna d d t th " · to manv things upliftcd an acte as a spur o em . 
Ma~x1sts bsequenÚ)' read 'a lccturc on Vorontsov's book The Destiny 
Lcnm su · · f N. h · N · d · Ca italísm in Russia to thc :v1arx1sts o 1z ?1 ovgoro . 
o} ph d of 1893 the Narodniks startcd a vcntable crusade Ar t e en , . . R k 

· t Marxism in their legallv pubhshed magazme uss oye 
agains · 1 ¿· d h · 
B, t 1Russian \ ·Vealth) in which they gross y 1storte t e v1ews 

ogats vo \ · k f h 
of,chc Russian ~farxists. The need to repel the funous attac so t e 

N, d iks against ~larxism became all the more urgent, among 
i. aro n · h · 
ocher things, because their views still found sympathy wH ~ certam 

· ar the revolutionary youth and because the Narodmks wcre 
<\CCtlOll 
trying to influence thc w.orkers as well. I t was ~ecess~ry t~ expos.e 
the Narodniks, show thcir departure from the 1 cvo.lu.t1ona1y. trad1-
tions of the Naroclniks of the sevcnties, their b~~k.shd1':g to. hber~l
. n . ncl the theorctical and political indefcnnb1l1ty ol thcir woild 1sr , a . . . 
outlook. This task was brilltantly pcrformed by Lcn~ri. 

During thc spring and summer of 1894 he wrotc h1s well~.known 
hook What the "Friends of tlu People" Are and Ilow They hght _the 
Social-Derrwcrats (A Reply to Articles in Russlwye Bogat~tvo Oppos~~ 
the Marxists). This book was written on thc bas1s of Lenm s 
Samara lectu'res criticising thc liberal Narodniks and. of his subs~
qurnt speeches in St. Pctcrsburg and l\foscow .. In th1s ~<~ok Lcmn 
widely used works by Marx and Engels: Cafntal, M anijesto of !h.e 
Communist Party, Tite Puverty et( l'h.ilo.~opl?Y_, Tlze .c~rman ld~~lo.f!.!, ~r~
tique ef the Gol.ha Programme, Anti-J)uhrmg, Tite Ortgzn qf the 1 amzly, 1 ri-

vate Property and the State. . 
In his work What the "Friends qf the People" Are Le111n char~cter

ised these works for the first time, revealing their esscnce and hI.Stor
ical significance. He paid special attenli~n to Capit~l. It. is. discu~sed 
on seores of pages. Lenin greatly admired .Ma~x s bnlhant work 
and in his hands it became a mighty weapon in the struggle for 
communist ideals. "Capital," wrote Lenin, is "the chie~ and bas_ic work 
in which scientifü: socialism is expounded." ** In th1s work, 1mb~ed 
with a creative undcrstanding of Marxism and its mastcrly apphca
lion to thc analvsis of thc economic and political situation in Rus
sia, Lenin gave ~ profound critique of the philosophical and econoD.?--

* Krasny Arkhiv '.'\o. 1 (62), 1934, p. 76. 
0 Y. I. Len in, Colluttd Workf, Vol. 1, p. 185. 
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ic views, and ~he pol!tical programme and tactics of f\arodism in 
tl~e 1890s. Whtle spanng rhe revolutionary experience of the Narod
n.1ks of thc 1870s, whom he dceply respected for thcir couragc her
o~sm and revolucionary tempering, Lenin exposed the liberal 'N~rod
?1ks and revcaled che class origins and class essence of their 
1deology. He sho':"cd that che liberal Narodniks were the political 
ºPP.º?ents of Soc1al-Democracy, thc ideologists of the petty bour
geo1.s1c, and che mouthpieces of the intereses of the wealthy, kulak 
secuon of the pe asan try, not the "friends of the eo le" a h 
called themselves. P P ' 

5 
l ey 

In his critic!sm of t?c reactionary nature of che liberal Narodniks' 
petty-~o~rgeo1s theones, Lenin showed that they tried to conccal 
thc ex1stmg ~ontradic:ions in socio-economic relations in Russia, 
that they ~cn1ed the lustorical role of the Russian working class as 
thc champ1on for thc emancipation of ali thc toiling peoplc of thc 
coun:ry, ~nd play~d clown thc gri~vous condítion of the peasantry, 
the c.lass strugglc m thc. countrys1de, and the cxploitation of thc 
poor ?Y the kt1laks. Lenm devdoped and concretised a numbcr of 
rnost '.mport~nt problcms arid propositions or historical matcrialism 
~arx1s_t socwlogy, and scientific comm unism - 011 socio-economi~ 
form.at1ons.' or~ the rdationship of the objectivc and subjective fac
tors ~n so~ial life, on che role of the popular masses and the individ
ual lll h1story,_ ?n the world-historic mission of the proletaria!, 
and º? the dnvmg ~orce~ ~nd devclopment of social rcvolutions. 

. Lenm expos~d t~e 1dcahst1c views of the Narodniks rcgarding thc 
h1s~ory of soc1cty s development. The makers of hist h . 
cla d . d' 'd ory, t ey 

i~e,,, wcre m .1v1 ual "herocs". As for thc people, or "the 
~rO\~d _;,to ~s~ their own term, thcy could only blindly follow thc 
hcr~es : Lt?in ex~loded thesc unsc1entilic views. To the idrology of 

the Ii?e~al Narodmks, pencrrated by subjectivism he opposed the 
mat~nahst understanding of history. He showed that the real makcr 
?f h1story was the people. Outstanding individuals could play an 
1mportant role only insofar as they adhered to thc same position as 
the. foremost class, and took a correct view of the growing needs of 
social development. e 

. I~. W!tat ~he "Friends oj the Pe~ple" Aie. L~nin criticised pseudo-so
c1ahst theones from the standpomt of prmc1ple, and showed himself 
to be a staunch d~ampion of the working-class cause. 1 n setting 
forth . the cssencc o{ the ~farxjst doctrine~ he stresscd thc tremen
do~s u~po:tance of ivlarx1sm as rhe ideologieal weapon of the prole
ta~1al m 1ts st.rugg~e for política] and social cmancipation. The 
ob1ect of Marx1st sc1cnce, he strcssed, \o\'aS to lay bare ali the forms 
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of social contradicti~ns . under capitalism and show the proletariat 
the way out of cap1tahst wage-slavery. 

In this work Lenin showed that one could n~t be a leader of the 
roletariat without spreading the ideas of. Marx1sm among ~he mass 

p f the workers, just as onc could not direct the proletanan class 
~truggle without systematic org_ani~ing w?rk among the. wo:k~g 

Jass. Study, propaganda, orgamsauon - thJS was how Lenm p1th1ly 
~efined the task of the Russian Marxists. Thcoretical and practica} 
activities must be inseparably linked t0gether. Theory must serve 
practice, meet che necds of life and be vcrified by practical 

experience. 
One of the most important ideas expounded by Lcnin in What the 

"Friends oj the People" Are was thc idea of founding a Marxist 
workers' party. Lenin pul this cardinal task beforc the Russian 
Marxists, and fought over many years to achicve it. He gave to chis 
struggle all his political and organising genius, ali the energy and 
passion of a Comrnunist. 

In his "Wlwt the 'Friends qf the J>eople' Are", lenin was the firsl Marx
ist in Russia Lheoretically to sub~tantiate the historictd role of the Russian 
working class as the learler, the learling revolutionary force qf society, as the 
consistent Jighter against tsarism anrl capitalism Jor the emancipation qf all 
the working and exploited people, Jor the victorious socialist revolution. "The 
political activity of lhe Social-Dcrnocrats," he wroLe, "líes in pro
moting the development and organisation of the working-class 
movement in Russia, in transforming this rnovemcnt from its pres
ent stare of sporadic attempts at protest, 'riots' and strikcA'i devoid 
of a guiding idea, into an organised struggle of the WHOLE Rus
sian working cuss directt:d against che bourgcois regime and 
working for the expropriation of the expropriators and the abolition 
of the social system based on the oppression of the working people. 
Underlying these activitics is thc common conviction of Marxists 
that the Russian worker is the solc and natural representative of 
Russia's entire working and exploited population." * 

Lenin developcd the idea of the guiding role, the leadership of 
the proletariat in a democratic revolution, showing that without it 
the people's victory ovcr autocracy and the growth of the democrat
ic revolution into a socialist rcvolution would be impossible. 

Lenin considered that the immediate task of thc Russian working 
class on the way towards abolishing the capitalist system was to 
overthrow the autocracy. In its struggle against autocratic-polícc 

* V. l. Leniu, Collect~d Work.1, Vol. 1, pp. 29fi-99. 
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lyranny, the working class would rally all lhe democratic elements 
of the country, first and foremosl the pcasantry, \'\·hich was vitaUy 
concerned in abolishing the survivals of serfdom and would, thcre
íorc, be a reliablc ally of the working class in the revolutionar) 
movemenl. Creatively devcloping .Marx's proposition , exprcssed in 
1856, on the possibility of combining a proletarian revolution \\.Ílh 
a "peasant war",9 Lenin made a most important theoretical and 
political discovcry: he showed that thc alliance of the revolutionary 
proletariat with thc toiling peasantry was the main condition for 
the victory of the democratic and socialist rcvolutions. This alliancc 
enhanced thc revolutionary forces of the popular masses immcasur
ably in their struggle against autocracy and capitalism. 

In "What the 'Frimdr of the PeojJLe' Are", Lenin for the first timt' 
advanced the idea oj a revolutummy alliance qJ tite workers and tite peasants 
as the decisive force, os the chir!l condition for overt/nowi11.r1, lsarism, the laml
owners mu/ tlze bourgeoisie rmd building a comrnurúst society. 'fhis great 
idea, which has become one of the fundamental, unshakablt princi
pies or L eninism, was upheld and elaborated by Lcnin thronghout 
his lik. It has bccomc one of the most important principies of thc 
strategy and tactics of the Communist Party and of Lenin's theory 
or thc socialist revol11tion. 

The book cnds with an inspired prophecy concerning thc great 
historie mission of the working class of Russia: " ... it is on the 
working class that thc Social-Democrats concentrate all thcir atlC'll
tion and ali their activities. \\lhen its advanccd represcntaÜ\"CS ha\·c 
mastered thc ideas of scientific socialism, the idea of the historical 
role of thc Rus.sían workcr, when the.se ideas become widespread, 
and when stable organisations are formed among thc workers to 
transform the workers' prescnt sporadic economic war into con
scious class struggle- thcn thc Russian WORKER. rising at the 
hcad of ali the democratic clements, will overthrow absolutism and 
lcad thc RUSS!AN PROLETARIAT (side by side with thc prole
tariat of ALL cov11rTRrns) along the straight road oj open poLiticol 
struggle to nm VICTORIOUS COMMUNIST REVOLUTION.,, * 

Len in 's work What the "Friends o.f tite Peopíe" Are consisted of thrre 
parts published illcgally. ** 

The book had a stimulating effect upon the whole activity of the 
Russian Marxists. M. Kalinin wrote that it "was a huge success in 
thc underground and was distributed widely among the young p('o-

" V. J. Lenin , Co/f,cttd Works, Vol. l. p. 300. 
*" Pan II is still missing. 
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I . d for a long time as an effective · 11 t} e students l sen. e '" 
¡)le, especia y l . . d " * Thc IJook was a real 

. ndercrround propagan a . . . . . 
,~eapon m u "· . S .· 1-Dcmocracv. 1 t contams the p1 mc1-·1·csto of re vol u t1onai) ' oCia ' man1 . . 
pal ideas of Lemmsm. 

Exposing 
the Bourgeois Essence 

1 M . " of "Lega arxisrn 

. {' 1 r d. ng of a proletarian . the ·ears of preparation 1or t ie oun 1 • 

1 Durmg . . y ""ª e a stubborn strugglc not only agamst t 1c 
party Lcnm had to. g l llcd "legal Marxist~" as well. As 
Narodniks, but agamst dt le -~~~~ throughoul R ussia it found tran-
1\1 ism began to sprea ""1 e)· 1 Th d 
i.. a~x fellow travellers among the bourgcois intt:llectuais., cy l :1 
sien . l lh ent~ of tl1is doctrme am t.xpoun{ e 
clared _thcrn~elvcs tlo !1 ac .. er o'r the prcss whcnce their name of 
their v1ews m thc cg,1 organs . , . '. . <l } N . dniks in 
" M . ·" Tl1e "legal Marx1sts' cnt1nse Lle a10 : 

legal arx1sts · · h t f ,···1p1tal . . Tl , . , cr . d the progrcss1ve e arac cr o ,,. -
their own way. 

1
_cy re~oj~1:~e •Iú· I~ haci outlived itsclf, and 

isrn compared w1th ful< ,1 m~1, w J. , d .. l . ·n Rus-
. . h b rcreois cconorruc relat iom wcr<. e_" e opi~g ' 
,ugued t at ou ti · f YÍ- rx's doctrine lns postulatc · B l thev mok onlv one aspcct 0 • d · . 
Sia. u . I • • ed rith thc social format1ons 
that capiralism was progress1vc com~ar \~ f y{· is n its doc-

h d . , ded it. As to tite quuuessencc o . arx _r . 
that a prcce . . . f a italism its antagonisuc contra
trine of the expl01tmg nalulll e o e r thc. d~ss struo-gle thc socialisl 
dictions and inevitable co apse, o . "'- ' . . d ·t 

rcvolution and the diclatorshi P of the. prolct~natad~l~)ut' ~~le~~ b~t ~ 
They extolled the capítalist systt:m, wh1_ch th< y m . b M ·sm 

. Th h "lP<Tal Marxists" sought to io arx1 
ter than Jt w~s. us t e ·o . it in thc libcral-bourgeois 
of its revoluttonary conl~nt ~d dis_t~rle~ (cal postulates which 
spirit. Covering up thcir v1ews w.1t,1 ~ ieo:.~n~ and to which they 
they quotcd at random from Marx s º' b . 

gave a false and one-sided interpretat~n'. d th~¿ so~~~\~~er~~ts º~r 
dinate the working-class movement to t e 1 e~ g~ . e Cadets 'º 
the bourgeoisic. Many of them subscquent Y cRcam_ lºb 

1
_ 

l h. cf parl y of thc uss1an i era 
(Constitutional Dem?~rats- t te ,e '.. 

1 
Grcat October Socialist 

monarchist bourgc'01S1e), ancl ,tftei t le 
Revolution, whiteguards. 11 

O Le . , B k .. Wh11/ lhe 'Frie11ds qf lllf l't11/1le' Are and How * M. Kalinin, n nm s 00 
11 :,

2 
20 ' Russ cd.). 

They Fi¡;ht the Social-Democmts". Mosmw, ¡ ,,, · P· '· · · · 
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At the vcry l>irth of "legal Yfarxism" Lenin saw this liberal-bour
gcois lrcnd for what it was-a dcfencc of the class interests of th<· 
bourgeoisic -and realised that its spokesmen were disguiscd encmies 
of Marxism, advocates of capitalism . 

. In the a~tumn uf 1894, at a meeting of a St. Petcrsbur~ :V!arxist 
c1rck, Len m rcad a paper cntitled "The Reflcction of ::Vlarxism in 
Bourgcois Literaturc'', conccrning Struve's book Critica! Remarks 0

11 
the Su~ject. ~J. Russia's Economic Development. In this paper Lenin 
sharply cntJC1sed the views of the "legal ~1arxists". "Thcv wcre 
bour~c.ois democrats for v.rhom the break with ~aroclism significd 
r:anSll~on from petty-bourgeois {or peasant) socialism to bourgcois 
liberalism, and not to prolctarian socialism as was the case with 
us.,, * 

. Inasmuch, howevcr, as the "legal .Marxists" opposed the Narod
mks, L~nin considcrecl. i.t possible to enter into a temporary agree
ment .w1th thcm for a.iomt struggle against Narodism, providecl the 
~1arx1sts wcre af;solut~ly free to criticise the "legal Marxisls'" polit-
1cal ami thcorel1cal v1ews. Alrcady in those years Lcnin gavc evi
dence of thc flexibility of his tactics, of his abilitv lo use cven t:em
porary and unrcliable follow travellers in the i~lcresl of the dass 
struggle of thc prolelariat. 

. ~fterw~rds, spe~ing of that agreement with thc "legal Marx-
1sts , Lenm rnarn.lamed that the qu<~'>tion of the Marxists' artilude 
to .lcmporary poli~ical alliances was fundamcntally important. He 
pomted out that 'only thosc \'\'ho are not sure of thcmselves can 
fcar to .en ter int?. tcmporary alliances evcn with unrdiablc pc-oplc; 
not a sm~le polJL1cal party could exist without such allianccs. The 
con:i~inatio~ with che lc~l Marxists was in its way the first really 
polit1~al al.liance cntered uno by Russian Social-Democrats. T hanks 
to th1s. alhance, an astonishingly rapid victory was obtained over 
Narodism, ~nd ~1arxist. ideas ... becamc vcry lvidespread." ** 
. In the sprmg of 1895 m the collection lvlaterial far a Characterisa

tzon ef Our Economic Developme11t Lenin's article "The Economic Con
tent ?f Narodism and the Criticism of Il in Mr. Struvc's Book" was 
pubhshed (under the pseudonym of K. Tulin). It gave a swceping 
crit1c1sm o~ ~arodism and "legal Marxism", contrasting them lo 
t~e revolulwnary class stand of lVfarxism. Lenin showed that the 
~1ews of t~e "legal Marxists'.' boiled clown to a laudation of' capital-
1sm, a desire to pcrpetuate it, lo adapt J\1Iarxism and thc working-

* V. I. Lcnin, Collecled Works, Vol. 13, p. 97. 
** !bid., Vol. 5. p. 362. 
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'ement to rhe intcrests of the bourgcoisie. TI. was no acci-
class mm d l k f' l that Struve urged that "wc acknowlc ge our ac o cu ture dent . J' ,, 

d go and learn from cap1ta 1sm . . . 
anLc~in showcd t~at Struve'~ line ?f argumen~ was essen.tiall~ ~t~

. ¡ tionary. wh1ch was ev1dcnt írom Struve s bourgeo1s object1\ -
re"º u . . 1 d. . d h 1 
ism and bis effort to o~sc~rc soc1af chontra h1cu,ons an t e ~,tr~gg. e 
f the classes. "The mam icature o l e aut or s argumcnts, emn 
~inted out, " ... is his narrow obj~ctivism, which is con1ined to prov
. che inevitabilitv and necess1ty of che process and makes no 
uifort to reveal at e~ch specific stage of this process the form of class 
~ontradíction inherent in it an objectivism that describes the proc
ess in o-eneral, and not cach of thc antagonistic classes whose con-

o h ,, * flict makcs up t e process. . . 
In contrast to bourgcois ot~jectivism, Lenin developcd thc pnnc1-

ple of partisanship ancl the class chara~ter of so~ial. s~iences, phi
losophy and sociology among them. Unltkc thc objcct1v1st, who con
fined himsdf to talking dispassionately "about the paths a.nd fortunes 
of hurnanity", thc matcrialist, Len in wrotc, must givc an accu
ratc characterisation of thc coursc of social dcvdopmenl, in
dicating which classes in particular promotc that development and 
whose interests it. serves. 

The so-called objectivisrn in scicncc in bourgeois sociely serves to 
conceal the class intcrcsts of the exploirers. Marxist scicm:e, which is 
openly and indissolubly linkcd with the working class, serves thc 
cause of the revolutionary transformation of society and is intcrested 
in revealing the laws of social dcvclopment. Therefore its party 
commitment coincides with being truly scientific. Lcnin cxplained 
that matcrialism includes pany commitmcnt, obliging us in any 
assessment of events to adopt the standpoint of a dcfinitc class di
rectly and openly. 

Lenin stressed the necessity of adopting an uncompromising atti
tudc towards all dcviations from Ylarxism, of treasuring the thcory 
of scicntific socialism, elaborating it in a crcative spirit and defend
ing it against distortion and vulgarisalion on the part of the oppor
tunists and reformists. In the strugglc with the "legal M arxists", he 
not onlv defended thc rcvolutionary essencc of Marxism - the teach
ing on ·the socialist revolution and the díctatorship of the proletar
iat-but also developcd this teaching further. He elaborated .ª re.vo
lutionarv theorv which took into account thc ncw h1stoncal 
experier;ce and the new rcquirements of thc prolctarian movement. 

* V. I. Len in, Colleclul Works, Vol. 1, p. 499. 
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Thr "legal Marxists" were Lhe first revIS1onists or :Marxism on 
Russian soil. Hut "legal .\!larxism". or Struveism, which Lcnin de
scribcd as a reflection of :Vfarxism in bourgcois literature, was an in
Lernational as wcll as a Russian phenomcnon. Lcnin's stru~gk 
against it in Russia was also a struggle against international revi
sionism. Srru,·eism. as Lenin put it, sought to "take from :\lar,ism 
ali that is acceptable to the liberal bourgeoisie. including the strug
gk for rcforms. the class struggle {without thc proletarian dictator
ship) , the 'general' recognition of 'socialist ideals' and the substitu
tion of a 'nC\\' order' for capilalism; they cast asid e ·on ly' the living 
soul of '.Marxism. 'only' its rcvolutionary content." * 

The League of Struggle f or the Emancipation 
of the Working Class 

ln thr. middle or February 189:> Lenin attencled a coufrrcncc in 
St. Petersburg of rncmhcrs of the Social-Democratic groups or St. 
Pctcrsbmg, :vtoscow, Kiev and Vilno. The conference discusscd the 
question of changing ovcr from the propaganda of Marxism in nar
row circlcs to mass political agitation, ancl or publishing popular 
literature for thc workcrs and establishing closc contact with the 
Emancipacion of Labour group. It was dccided to send a represem
ative abroad, lmt O\ving 10 dilierences on mattcrs of principie no 
agrcrment was reachcd on scnding one person repn:scnting ali che 
groups. 'l'wo men were thercforc scnt abroad Lenin from thc St. 
Petersburg Social-Democrats. and Y. Sponti from the :MOSCO\\' 
~ro u p. 

Thc question of changing ovcr to mass agitation was discussed 
also at a joint rnnference of the St. Pctcrsburg Social-Democrats 
and workers. The pamphlct On Agitation, issued by thc Vilno 
Social-Dcmocrats, was read out and discussed. Sorne of thosc who 
attended the con[crcncc considered the transition to ncw forms or 
política! activity premature. But the workers unanimously sup
portcd Lenin, and his molion was carried by a majority vote. Agi
tation by thc Social-Dcmocrats of St. Petersburg stimulated thc 
growth ol' a mass \.vorking-class movement. 

'fhc trip abroacl was delaycd, as Lenin fell ill with pneumonia 
ancl could not lcavc until the end of April. Ostensibly the object o[ 
this trip was to rake a convalesccnt holidaY.. i\11 fronticr points wcrr 

* V. f. L«·nin, Colltrted Work.r, Vol. 21, p. 222. 
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·1- d bv a s¡)c<.:ial police circ. ular oí Lrnin's intcndcd trip, and 
non ic ' f 1 f L . . , <Tcnts abroad were instructcd ''t~ keep a ca~·e u! watc 1 o enm s 
a.,, · .·11·es and foreio·n connrctions' . Secret pol1cc documents strcsscd 
actl\ 1 • · n . 
' 1 ··exceptional circumstanccs'· in which his famil) found 1tsclf, 
~ l<'d constantl)· refrrred to the fact that he was the "brother of the 
an . . UI ,, 
. ·ccuted state cnmmal Alexander yanov . 
ex Lenin's fi.rst meeting with Plekhanov took place in Gcneva. After 
¡ eir calk Plekhano,· said that h(' had never mct such an out<;tand

~ 1g representative of thc re\'olutionary youth before. In one of his 
10 fi R . d . le;ccrs he wrote thar he had seen many people rom uss1a unng 
the many years he had becn living abroad, but thal none o~ them 
had inspired such hopes in him as did young Ulyanov. Lenin, for 
his part, had the grcatest respect and liking for Plekhanov, the first 
out~tanding Russian :Marxist. 

But alreadv at that time Lenin and Plekhanov diflered on 
a nurnbcr of fundamental issucs. Lenin uphclci ancl dcvclopecl thc 
idea of the hegcmony of the prolctariat, and of thc proletariat's 
alliance with the peasantry. He regarded rhis alliance as thc main 
force guaranteeing thc ovcrthrow of tsarism and capitalism. As for 
Plekhanov, he had no faith in the strength of thc working class or 
ils abilitv to lead the peasants. HC' dcnied the revolutionary char
actcr of the pcasantl)·, and holciing the Russian liberal bourgeoisic 
to he revolutionary. he assigned it thc role or leader and moti,·e 
force of thc coming bourgcois-democratic rcvolution in Russia. 

Lenin's trip abroad was of grcat importan ce not only for the activ
itics of the Social-Democrats in Russia, but also for thc Emancipa
tion of Labour group, which from that time establishcd closer con
tact5 with the Social-Democrats workin~ in Russia. lt v.as at that 
time, too, that Lenin ·s proposal to publish popular collcctions of 
anides for thc workers wa5 adopted and thc dccision taken to pub
lish abroad a miscellany cntitled Rabotnik {Worker) . 

After a stav of about thrcc weeks in Switzerland Lenin lcft for 
Paris. There he met Paul Lafarguc, son-in-law o[ Karl Marx and 
a prominent leader of the French and thc intcrnational working-class 
movement. Lafargue was a closc friend and d isciplc of Marx and 
Engels, and one of the founders of thc Frcnch vVorkers' Party. 

Taking advantagc of his stay in París, Lenin procccded to study 
the historv of the Paris Commune. He madc a précis of Parl One of 
G. Lcfran,yais's book An Essay on tite Mouemenf qf tite Paris Communards 
In 1871. 

Aftcr nearlv six wccks in París, Lcnin wcnl back to Switzcrland. 
He spent se;eral days in a sanatorium, thcn left for Germany, 
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\;-her~ he rente~ a room_ in a Bcrlin suburb. He spent much of his 
~1mc_ in the Hcrhn Imperial Library, whcrc he studied foreign Marx-
1st literature, and made notes and abstracts. At thal Lime Lenin 
n:iade a ~récis of thc book The Holy Family or Critique of Critica[ Criti
c~sm. Againsl .f!'!'no Bauer & Co. by :Yfarx and Engels. He studied thc 
ltfe and cond1t1ons of the Gcrman people and. as in París. attcndrd 
workers' meetings. In Berlin he mct \·Vilhel~ Liebknecht, one of 
the leaders of the German Social-Democrats for whom he had a lct
ter of recommendation from G. V. Plekhanov. Lenin had looked 
forw~rd to me~ting Frederick Engels, who was living in London at 
the time. But Engcls was seriously ill and the meeting did not takr 
place. 
. Lcnin rcturncd to Russia early in September 1895. He succeeded 
m escaping. thc vigi lance of the secret police, who had strict orders 
to sca_rch_ h1s lugg~ge carefully at the frontier. He brought illegal 
Mar~1st h.rerature lrom ~broad conccalcd betwccn the doublc lining 
of h1s su1tcasc. Accorchng to a report submitted to thc Policc 
Dcpartme~l, "not.hin~ reprehensible ·was discovered despile the 
~ost_ careí.ul ex~mm~~101i of,.hís luggage". Before going back to St. 
fete1sburg Lenm v1s1tcd _vilno, Moscow and Orekhovo-Zuyevo, 
where he mct members oi the local Social-Democratic groups and 
made arra~1ger~ents for c:ontributions to the foreign publication of 
thc Rah~tnik m1scellany. On his return to St. Pctcrshurg the litera
turc wh1ch he had brought with him from abroad was distribule<l 
among, the Social-Democrats of Sl. Petcrsburg and other cilies. 

I_n St. Petersburg Lcnin was under secret surYeillancc of che 
pohce, but ~cing well up in secrecy tcchniques, he was able to 
d~dc ~etcct1on. In a number of workers' cirdes he was known as 
N~ol~~ P<'trovich, and. i~ th~ N'arvskaya Zastava district as Fyo<lor 
~etrov1ch. ~e ,was familiar w1th the through yards of many rcsidcn
t1al blocks 111 St. Petersburg and was able to throw the spies off his 
track; he repeatedly changcd his address to keep his whereabouts 
a secrct. 

Owing to lack of funds, Lenin was obliged to rcnt a cheap room. 
In a le~ter home he c?mplai~~d: " ... the next room is separaled 
from m10e_ by only a thm part1t1on, so that everything can be heard 
and somct1mcs l havc to run away from the balalaika with which 
~Y. neighbour amuses himself right in my ear." * Undcr these con
~1t10ns he cou ld do _no work at home. And so he uscd to go to thc 
hbrary, where he olten had meetings with Social-Democrat5. Lenin 

• V. l. Lc>nin, Co/lecltd Wnrkr, Vol. 37, p. 81. 
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regularly visitcd the Public and othcr librarics and reading-rooms 
in St. Petersburg. He closely followed the Russian and foreign press 
and all the latest books and magazines. 

In private life Lenin was a man of vcry simple habits. The fol
lowing fact is highly characteristic of him. On his arrival in St. 
Petersburg he started an account-book in which he made regular 
enrries in the course of a month in order to plan his budget. On 
adding up his expenses, Lenin was annoyed to find them so high. 
In a letter to his mother he wrote: " ) am spending too much-for 
examplc, I spenl 1 ruble 36 kopeks on tram fares alone." 

On his return from abroad Lenin found himself undcr special 
surveillance. The tsar's spies said boastfully: "Vvc've now tracked 
clown Ulyanov, a dangerous state criminal whose brother was 
hanged. He's arrived from abroad and he won't get away from us." 
Lenin knew of the danger threat.cning him. But while taking all 
possible precautions, he stcpped up his rcvolutionary \.Vork among 
the St. Petersburg proletariat. 

In the auturnn of 1895 a historie cvenl took place in the life of 
the Russian Social-Democrats all the Marxist circlcs of Sl. Peters
burg united, under Lcnin's leadership, into a single polilical organi
sation. I n Decemhcr this organisation adopted thc name of thc 
L~a?ue of Struggle for thc Emancipation of lhe Working Class. 

l he League of Struggle was lcd by a central ¡.,rroup under Lenin. 
Among its mcmbers were A. Vaneyev, P. Zaporozhet5, G. Krzhi-
7.hanovsky, !\. Krupskaya, L. Martov (Y. Tsedcrbaum), A. Potrcsov, 
S. Radchcnko and V. Starkov. lt based its activities on the workers' 
factory study-circles, which united into district groups. Thc League 
adhered to the principie of cenlralism. an<l maintained strict disci
pline and close tics with thc workers. lt lcd the activitic-; of Marxist 
~ircl~s and the strike movement, and published leaflcts. All its pub
hcations were edited bv Lenin. 

Early in 2\lovember the League organised a strikc at the Thorn
lon Factory involving 500 weavcrs. It issucd and distributed a leaf
lct "What the 'Veavers Are Demanding". A joint meeting of dele
gates of Social-Democratic groups and advanced workers of St. 
Petersburg >vas callcd in connection with the strike to ascertain 
what the situation was in the diffcrent districts and to draw up 
a plan of action. The meeting was attended by Lcnin. Soon thc 
League issued another leaflct "To the Working Men and Women of 
the Thornton Factory'', \<vritten by Lenin. lt called upon all the 
factory hands to support the striking wcavcrs. "Let us, then, comrades, 
stand firm and steadfast and carry on to thc very end, let us 
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remcmber that we can improve our conditions only by our cornmon 
a~d conccrtcd efforts, ., * it said. The leaílet madc a slrong imprcs
:;ion on the workers, and strengthened their solidarit, and staunch
ncss. They won the strikc. Thcir cxample inspired ~he workers in 
many oth~r. ~ndustrial establishments of St. Petersburg to light. 

The act1v1t1cs of the League of Struggle, as Lcnin pointed out, 
showcd thac che proletariat, lec! by the Social-Democrats, was 
a powerful political factor which the government could no Ionger 
ignore. 

It had always been a cherished dream of Lenin's to write for the 
workers. "Therc is nothing [ would like so much as to write for the 
workers," he pointcd out afterwards. In thc autumn of 1895 he 
wrote the pamphlet Explanation qf the Law on Fines fmposed on Factory 
Workers. The question of fines agitated ali workers at thc time. Tlw 
pamphlet gavc a popular accoun t of how the employers exploite<l 
the workcrs and by what means the proletariat should fighl its 
oppn:ssors. 

Lenin cited striking cxamples from the lifc of the workers to show 
that thc govcrnmcnt, which sided 'vith thc employcrs, would always 
pas~ lav:s that ben~:fited the latter. Thc workers had only onc way 
of hghttng oppress10n by the govcrnmenL and the c:apitalisls, and 
th.at was _t~ take a co.mmon stand againsl the capitalisLs and the un
faJr condttwns cstabhshed by the law. The pamphlel ,,ras printcd in 
3,000 copies in t~e illcg~l printing plant of the '.\!arodnaya Volya 
group and was w1dely circ~latcd among the workers. In February 
1896 the central organ of the Gcrman Social-Democratic Panv 
the newspaper Vorwiirts, publishcd an announcement of ch~ 
pamphlet's publication in Russia. The announcement stresscd its 
importancc for the working-class movement. 
Lenin '~ League of Struggle linked up the struggle of the workcrs 

for pressmg eco~1on:'ic dem~nd~ with the political strugglc against 
lsansm and cap1tahst cxploltatton. It fulfilled a historical mission 
for it. was ~he/irst .organisation in Russia to begin combining the ideas oj 
scientific socialzsm with the working-class movement. From titen on the work
ing-class movement in Russia developed under the banner oj Marxism. 

In these c?nditions it becamc imperative to create a party cap
able .ºf cons1stcntly and staunchly dcfending the interests of thc 
workmg class, a pany that, relying cm thc mass working-dass movc
me~t, . could lcad the politic.al strugglc against autocracy and 
cap1talism. 

* V . l. Lenin, Collteltd Works, Vol. 2, p. 81. 
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The St. Petersburg Leaguc of St.rug~le. scrvcd as a .model for. t~1e 

l mation of workcrs' groups m similar kagucs m othcr c1t1es 
amaga · 1 bl" h l"d · d regjons of Russia. lt was essentia to esta is so 1 t1es among 
~~em. \'\'ith this aim in vicw, Lhe St. Petersburg League of Struggle 
decided to publish an illegal newspaper called Rabocheye Dyelo. The 

estion of publishing an illegal newspaper had alrcady bccn 
d~cided abroad when Lenin carne there. Lenin col~ected materi~l 
e the newspaper among the workers. All thc more 1mportant aru-
1or · b L · ks for the first issue of Rabocluye Dylo were wnuen y enm, 
~mong them "To thc Russian Workers" (editorial), "Wha.t A~e 
Our :Vfinisters Thinking About?'', and "The Yaroslavl Stnkc m 
1895". The editorial cxplaincd the historie tasks of the working 
class in Russia, chief among which was lhe winning of política! 
liberlv. The firsl number of the newspaper was edited entircly by 
Lenin'. He also edited lettcrs ahout thc working-class movement in 
R ussia for Rabotnik, a non-perioclical miscellany, whose publication 
was bcing preparcd abroad by thc Emancipation of Labour group. 

Upon Engels's death, Lenin wrole an articlc for this miscellany 
entitled "Frcderick Engcls", in which he dcscribcd the great ser
vices wh ich Engels had rendered thc intcrnational proletariat. After 
Karl Marx, \Vrote Lenin, Engds was thc fincst scholar and leacher 
of the proletariat in thc whole civilised world. The anide gavc 
a profound and com prehensive charactcrisation of Engels's role. 1 t 
strcssed the importance of his wrilings, and told about thc remark
able fricndship of the two foundns of scientific socialism. 

At a meeting of the leading group of the Lcaguc of Strugglc, hcld 
in Krupskaya's flat on December 8 , 1895. thc copy for number one of 
Raboche.ye Dyelo was discussed. This, in Lcnin's words, was thc first 
attempt of the R ussian Social-Democrats of thc nineties to set up an 
illegal Social-Democratic workers· newspapcr. Thc issuc was pre
pared in duplicate. Vaneyev took one copy for a final perusal 
bcfore it went to press, and the other remained with Krupskaya. 

But Rabocheye Dyelo did not see the light of day. On the night of 
December 8 Lenin and a large group of his St. Petersburg League 
associates were arrestcd in conneclion with the "cause of the St. 
Petersburg circle of Social-Democrats"; they were accused of 
"crime against the state". At Vaneyev's flat, thc poi ice scizcd the 
manuscript of the first issue. Lenin was scnt LO a house of detention 
where he was placed in a solitary cell. The workers reacted to the 
arrest of Lenin and his associates by issuing on thcir own initiative 
~ leaflct that was purcly political in character. They mimeographed 
1t and distributed it at the factorics in St. Pctcrsburg. 
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Even in prison Lenin carricd on his re,·olutionary work. He 
quickly found ways and mcans of establishing contacts with com
rades who were not arrested and through them directing thc activi
tics of the Lcague. He wrote a pamphlet for workers entitlcd On 
Strikes and t wo lcaflets, one for the May Day and the other "To 
the Tsarist Government", which he mauagcd to smuggle out. 

In his lettcrs Lenin insistcd on holding a Party congress. 
In preparation for it he wrotc a draft programme for thc 
Party. As we know, the congress did not take place until 1898, 
when Lcnin was in cxik in Siberia. But in prison he not only 
worked on thc draft programmc, but also \HOte explanatory notes 
to it. He gavc a profound Marxist analysis of capitalism in Russia 
and defined the basic tasks of the class struggle or the proletariat. 
He formulated in precise and clear tcrms the necessity for ovcr
throwing the autocracy, to be followed by the ovcrthrow of the rule 
of the capitalists, and by thc transfor of powcr to the working class. 
He also set thc task of.abolishing private ownership of the mea.ns of 
production, and or building a socialist socicty. 

Lcnín wrote thesc illcgal documents with lemon juicc or milk out 
of little "ink-wells" made of bread. Whencvcr he heard his jailers at 
the peep-holc he would immediately eat up his ink-wcll. "l ha,·e 
eaten six ink-wclls today." he \'ffOte jokingly in one of his lctters. 
The recipients of this sccrct correspondence would warm the invis
ible writing or dip thc sheets in hot water to bring out the 
lincs. 

vVhilc in prison Lenin continued his rcsearches in the economic 
developmcnt of the n>untry, and began to write his book Tite Devel
opment qf Capilalism in Ru:,sia. Tn one of his letlers he virote: "I have 
a plan that has occupied my mínd ever since I was arrested, and 
thc more I think of it the more interested 1 become. I have long 
been cngaged on a certain cconomic problem (on the sale of manu
factured goods on thc home market). I had gathered sorne litera
turc on the subject, drawn up a plan of operations, and had P,ven 
written somcthing, expecting to publish it as a book if thc size exceeds 
that of an article for a jo urna!." * Lenin sen t his comrades a list of 
the books he needed and his plan of work, and asked them to send 
him the books. With the help of rclatives and fricnds, he began to 
receive the necessary litcrature from various libraries in St. Peters
burg ( those of the J\cadcmy of Sciences, thc U niversity, the Free 
Economic Society, 12 etc.). It was in prison that Lenin wrote the 

* V. l. Len in, Colltcltd Workr, Vol. 3i. p. 82. 
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work Essays on Política{ Economy in the Early Nirzeteentli Ce11tury, which 
has so far not becn found. . . . . 

lmprisoncd though he was hm~self, Lcmn was always thmkmg 
about his comrades in the sa.me phght. EvelJ'. letter he sen~ out co;:i
taincd sorne requcst eoncerning a fellow-pnsoncr. Now 1t was íor 
a fictitious "fiancée" to be _sent to _visit a loncly comradc who had 
no rclatives in town, now 1t was for somebody to be told through 
visiting rclatives to look for letters on such-and-sueh a page, of 
sueh-and-such a book in the prison library, now it was for warm 
clothes to be sent to so-and-so. Lenin corresponded with imprisoned 
comrades through prison library books in which he used dots to 

mark off thc letters forming thc message. Krzhizhanovsky wrote 
that rcceiving and reading a letter of Lenin's "was like taking 
a bracing, refreshing drink, it bucked onc up immediately and was 
a moral ton ic. This man possessed such vast reserves of moral 
st.rcngth, such an ability to raise the spirits of any pcrson who stood 
in need of it, that these qualities alone under any sort of conditions, 
and particularly prison rnnditions, rnade him an indispensable 
comrade." * 

Lenin established for himsclf in prison a rigid regime whích 
helped him bcar the hardships of a prisoner's life. He spcnt most of 
the day working, and hcforc bedtime he never missed doing his 
physical exercisc:s. 

Several more League membcrs were arrested early in January 
1896, among them Babushkin; and in August Krupskaya was 
arrested. As soon as Lenin heard of this he gol in touch with the 
arrested comrades. He continued to give advice and dircctions to 
thosc outside. 

Despite its heavy losscs, thc League of Struggle weathered thc 
storm, because it had by that time become dceply rooted in the 
working-class movcment. The advanced workers eclucated by 
Lenin's League formed ncw contacts, organised new study-circles, 
and extended agitation, propaganda and organising work among 
the masses. 

The summer of 1896 saw major strikes in St. Petersburg that sub
scquently spread to .Moscow. The St. Petersburg League of Struggle 
launched agitation work on a large scale. It published as many as 
thirteen leafiets in the cours¿ of one month. The strikes of 1896, 
Len in la ter wrote. " ... ushered in an era of steadily mounting 
workers' movement -thc most potent factor in thc whole of our 

• Rtminiscences oj Vladimir llyich /.enin. Vol. 2, p. 18. 
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revolution". * ··Thc inccption of a rnass working-class movemen t , 

with thr participation of Social-Democrats, dales from 1895-96. the 
time of che famous Sl. Petcrsburg strikes," ** he pointed oul. At 
the t11rn of the ccntury the proletarial of St. Petersburg took the 
lead of the working-class movement in Russia. 

More than anyone clse, Lenin realised what colossal force lay in 
the awakening rnass working-class movement in Russia and what 
objeccivc prcrequisitcs existed for che victory of thc socialist revolu
tion in our country. He attached exceptional importance to thc 
high degrec of concentration of the working class in Russia al large 
enterprises and in large industrial a.reas. He noted that thc Russian 
proletariat had bcen "brought up for decades by a vcry young, bul 
neverthelcss modcrn large-sca le machine induslry".*** 

The St. Pctersburg period was a very important onc in the lifc 
and work of Lcnin. It was there that he established closc contact 
with the work ing elass and its forcmost rcprescnlativcs. 

Lcn in 's activicy in St. Petersburg, particularly his work in the 
League of Struggle for the Emancipation of thc Working Class, 
p!ayed a decisivc role in his developmcnt as lcadcr of thc rcvolu
tionary prolctaria l in Russia. Lcnin was a most active leader or the 
greal proccss of mmbining :Ylarxism with the mass working-class 
movcmcnt in Russia. At that time the R ussian Social-Democrats, 
led by r .en in, changed over from circle propaganda to mass politi
caJ agitation. 

I t was in St. Petersburg that Lenin formed lhe League of Strug
glc for thc Emancipacion of the \Vorking Clas.~, lhe first cmbryo of 
a revolutionary :V!arxist partv basing its activity on a mass working
class movcmcnt. 

* V. l. Lcnin, Collecled W"orks, Vol. 13, p. 94. 
** fbitl., Vol. 20, pp. 247-48. 

*** lhid. , Vol. 32, p. 155. 

Chapter Time 

SIBERIAN EXILE 

Without a revolutionary theory there can be 
no revolutionary movement. 

Lenin 

After more than fourtccn months' imprisonmcn t Lenin was s~n
tenced to thrcc years' cxile in Eastern Siberia under open pohce 
surveillance. The sentence was announced to him on February 13, 
1897. 

In Shushenskoye 

Lenin's mother got permission for him to travcl al. his . own 
expense instead of being transportcd in thc usual way. Th1s rehev~d 
Lenin of the distressing cxperienc:cs of travelling by stages from pns
on to prison. ün his way to exile he visitcd his rdatives in Mos
cow whcre he staved for a fcw da)'S. He used this opportunity to 
do s~me work in the Rumyantsev Museum reading-room, where he 
collected material on thc development of capitalism in Russia. 

Lenin arrived at the village of Shushcnskoyc in the .Minusinsk 
District. Yenisei Gubemia on the cvening of May 8. The small 
room ~hich Lenin occupied contained a wooden bed, a table and 
four chairs. Lenin received an cxile's allowance of eight rublcs 
a month and he lived mainly on this moncy during his period of 
exile. A :Uan of simple tastcs and habits, he could make do with 
very little when he had to. 

In those days Shushenskoyc was an out-of-the-way viHag~, 13 over 
600 versts from the railway. It was a trying ordeal for Lcnm to be 
in exilc; thc worst thing about it was his fo rced dissociation from 
dircct work among the proletariat. 

Lenin made a profound study of lhc history of philosophy and 
frequently corresponded on lhis subjcct with F. Lengnik, who was 
also in exile. Unfortunatcly, this correspondcnce has not been 
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found. Acc?rdi~g t~ Leng~ik, Lenin, in thcse letters, carne Ollt 
sharply ~ga1nst ideahsm, wh1ch he opposed by the materialist philos
op~1y ol ~arx and Engcls: In those days Lenin spoke about his 
philosoph1cal kno~vledge w1th characteristic modesty: " ... I am onlv 
~oo well aw~rc of my lack of philosophical cducation and I do not 
~ntcnd to wnte on thesc subjects until I have learned more. That is 
J~St what 1 am now doing - I have started with Holbac-h and IIclve
t1us, and am n?w taki.ng up Kant. I havc got hold of thc chirf 
wo.rks of t he ch1ef cl~ss.1ca.l p~il?sophers." * He also studicd Hegel 's 
ph1los?phy. On Lcnm s m1tiat1ve, an cxchange of lilerature was 
organisrd among the exiles. 

Lenin m~intain~d contacts wíth the centres of the working-class 
?1ºv~me~t in Russ1a St. Petcrsburg and Moscow, and with Marx
i~ts 1.n Nizhni ~ovgorod, Voronezh and other citics. Through his 
s1ster An.na Ycl1z~rova-.Uly~nova he arranged a regular corrcspon
dcnce w1tl~ the Eman.c1pat10n of Labour group. His main conecrn 
was to unitc ~11 thc 1Solated organisations to build up a Marxist 
party,. a gen ~me leader of the working peopk. 

Le.nin carne? on ª.regular and frec¡uent corresponclencc with his 
rclat1ves, cspecmlly h1s mother. His lettcrs to her were foil of tender 
lovc and care. He \Va~ concerned aboul her health and begged her 
~ot t~ worry about h1m. He wrote her long lctters dcscrihing his 
hfe, lus thoughts and plans. He tried as hard as he could to rca~surc 
her and ch~cr her up. Lenin's mother sharecl her childrcn's ideas 
and app:cnated their. rcvo.l~tion.ary aspirations. Shc tried to help 
thc~ bear the hardsh1ps of 1mpnsonment or exile. She nc\'er com
plame~ about ~he _fact that she livcd in a state of constant anxiety 
for t.hc1r safcty. ~h1s remark~ble woman steadfastly endured ali trib
ula.tions. l ~ try1~g to obtam permission to visil her children , shc 
wa1tcd pat1cntly m the reception-roorns of thc police authorities and 
took long walks round the prison in the hope of catching a glimpsc 
of a dear face t~~ough one of the barred windows. During one of 
her nume~ous v1~1 ts to the Police Department, thc Director thcrc 
threw cyn1cally mto her face: 

"Yo u can be proud of your offspring - one of them was hanged 
and anot~1er onc. i~ also asking for the rope. " 
!º wh1ch Lenm s mothcr answered with dignity: 

Yes, 1 am proud of my children!" 
. Thc 'v~holc Ul~~nov family helped Lenin in his work. Through 

h1s relat1ves and fnends he obtained the literature he needcd. Thcy 

" V. l. Lt'nin , Collecttd Works, Vol. 34, p. 41. 

52 

him statistical handbooks, catalogues, books on política! 
sent . t . d d ' mv and philosophy. At 1hc samc umc 1e contmue to stu y 
econo ' 1 h' Id · l h ·orks of Marx and Engcls. In a ctter to 1s e er s1ster 1e 
t ~ ~ her to send him the following books, publishcd in Frcnch: 
;: Pove1ty of Philosophy and The Critique of t~e Heg~lian Philosophy. of 
Law by Karl Marx and chaptcrs fr.om Anti-Dühnng by Frede~1ck 
Engels published as pamphlets. Lcmn followed the latest pubhca
t'o;is of Marxist literature in foreign languagcs, as well as the Rus
s~an and foreign press. He v>'as intcrested to read the report of the 
Stungart Congress of the Gcrman Social-Democratic Party in 
a German newspaper, and asked his relativcs to send him verbatim 
reports of parliamentary debates, and literature on the economics of 
agriculture in Western Europe and on the history of forms of 

indust1)'. 
Lenin subscribed to many ncwspapcrs and pcriodicals. All this 

cnablcd him to kecp abreast of evcnts and follow the working-class 
movement and economic devclopment in Russia and Western 

Europe. 
While in cxile Lcnin continm:d his stu<ly of agrarian rdations in 

Russia. He now madc a careful study of Siberian rural life and 
conditions of the peasantiy. In this he was hdped by his close 
tics with the peasants of Shushcnskoyc. The villagers had grc.at 
respect for Lenin and sought his hclp. Bcing a política! 
exilc, he had no right to engag<' in legal practicc, but unoflicially 
he gavc the peasanls advice and taught them how to protect 
themselves against thc arbitral)' actions of thc local authorities 
and the rich. On one occasion hr helped a workcr to win his 
suit againsl his cmployer, the owncr of' a gold mine who had 
sacked him without paying him his wages. After this Lenin's 
prestige with . thc local population rose still higher. People from 
other ncighbourhoods started coming to him for advice. Often the 
offended person had only to threaten to complain to Lenin for the 
offender to give \.vay. 

Two other exíles lived in Shushenskoye bcsides Lenin. They were 
l. Prominskv, a Polish worker, who was exilcd for taking part in the 
Social-Dem~~ratic movement in Poland, and a Putilov worker, 
a Finn named Osear Engbcrg, who was cxiled for taking part in 
a strike and with whom Lenin bccame a close friend . 

Krupskaya was sentenced to three ycars' exilc in connection with 
the League of Struggle case and was banishcd to Ufa Gubernia. Shc 
asked for permission to go to thc villagc of Shushenskoye instead, 
on the grounds of being Lcnin's fiancée. Lcnin, for his part, wrote 
to thc Director of the Police Dcpartmcnt asking for his fiancée to be 
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allowed to rnove to Shushenskoye. Their request was granted. 
Lcnin looked forward eagerly to Krupskaya's anival. He had dc
clared his !ove to her in an invisible ink letlcr when she was slill in 
prison in St. Pctersburg. Afterwards he wrote to her from Shushcns
koye, aski~g her to join him therc and become his wife. Krupska) a 
loved Lemn deeply and tenderly. and in repl) to his lctter \\TOte 
half-banteringly: "Well. if wife, then wife let it be."' Len in oflrn 
rcmembered this reply in later years. 

_Krupskaya arrivcd in Shushenskoye early in May 1898 togcthcr 
w1th her molher Yelizavcta Vasilyevna. Lenin and Krupska)'a wc1c 
~arricd on July 10. They set up house together, started a small 
k1tchen garden, planted ílowcrs and hops in the yard. The young 
couplc lived in peace and harmony. ' 

From Krupskaya Lenin Iearned of thc First Congress of the 
R.S.D.L.P., held in ~finsk in March 1898. The news of thc Con
gress, which announced thc founding of the Russian .Social-Demo
cralic Labour Party, r~joiced Lenin, who idcnlified hirnself with the 
main propositions of the Congrcss " Manifesto" to which he 
attached grcat importancc as an open "public declaration of the 
aims towards which our Party should strive". * 

As alrcady mentioned, thc idea of convoking an All-Russia Con
gress with thc aim of forming a \vorking-dass party was first 
cxpresscd by Lenin. He dirccted all his efforts lo thr IOrmation of 
a s~rong party fighting under lhe unilcd hanner or revolutionar) 
So_c1al-Dem?cracy. J\lready in his leltcrs from the Sl. Petersburg 
pnson Lenm urgcd that the party he organiscd as a mattcr of 
u~genc> and that prcparations be made for a Party congress. He 
h1mself worked on the programme documenls. 

Proceeding from Lenin's instructions, thc St. Petersburg Leaguc 
of_Strugglc took sorne practica! stcps towards calling a congress. For 
th1s purposc Krupskaya was sent to Poltava in thc summer of J 896. 
Thcre, at a i:ieeting with Kiev Marxists, she reachcd agrecmcnt on 
the prcparal1on for a congress and the publication of a join t illegal 
ncwsp~per. Howevcr. t he calling of the congress was prcvented at 
that lime by the arrcst and exile to Síberia of Lenin and othrr 
leaders of thc Lcaguc of Struggle. 

Not until eighlecn months later werc the represcntatives oí thc 
major Social-Dcmocratic organisations in Russia able to convcne 
a congress. Thc First Congrcss of the R.S.D.L. P. w<1s of great 

• V. 1. Lt'nin, Collecüd Works, Vol. 4, p. 323. 
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. · ·fi ce It officiall) announced thc formation of thc 
h. toncal s1gn1 ican . 1 ,, f R 

is · the "pcriod of childhood and ado cscence o us-
"' cro\vnmg R · S · t D par.,' ºal D ocracy The founding of thc uss1an ocia - cmo-. Soc1 - em · h R · 

s1an., Labour Party was '"the biggcst stcp taken_ by t e _ussia°. 
eran~ 1 movement in its fusion with che Russian revoluuonary workmg-c ass 

vement" . * . , 
rno tl after the Congress the Central Commmee of the Part) 

Shor yt d Thc tsar's government also struck out at many local 
was arres e . . . . c d h l 

· fons The Marx1st orgamsauons 1oun t emse ves Party orgamsa i . ' . . . Tl . t 
. · d aiºn and there began ideolog1cal vac1llat1on. us mean , d1Sumte ag , . ¡· d . · 

in cffect, that no party in the sensc of a smgle centra 1se orgamsa-
tion had been creatcd. . . e 

L · d Krupskaya workcd hard m ex1lc. They translated ior-cnm an . , .. 
cign books in to R ussian together, and copied out Lemn s _wntmgs. 
h; Shushenskoye, Krupskaya wrotc her fir~t pamphlct ent1tl:d .. Th~ 
Working Woman. When they wer~~ not workmg thc:y too~ long w,~lb 
in the woods, on thc river and m thc fidds. Lenm lovcd the g1 eat 
Siberian wilds anc.i the mighty Y cnisci. Krzhiz~1anovsk~ wr~te that 
Lenin was a great lovcr of dean frosty air, bnsk walkmg, ice ska
ting chess anc:I hunting. Lcnin wenl in for SI_>orts a good_ deal. He 
alla~hed great importann: to phy~ical exernsc, and beh~~ed_ that 
a revolutionarv whose lite was dcd1cated to strugglc and '""as lull of 
hardships and 'adven;itics should be physicall): fit, st~ong and tou?h. 

In the evenings Krupskaya and Lcni? _often enjoye~ rereadmg 
Pushkin, Lcnnontov, and Nckrasov. Lemn s album, wh1ch he took 
with him into exilc, contained, in addition lO the photographs of 
~1arx and Engcls, those of Chcrnyshcvsk), Pisarcv, Her~en and 
Zola. He thought very highly of the lattcr, both as a wntcr and 
a progressive public figure. . . . 

) n thar period there wcrt many So~1al-Democra_t c~ules lil Kras
novarsk and Minusinsk, former assoc1atcs of Lenm ~n _St. ~ctcrs
bu;g. Visits by comradcs and trips to scc thcm were ~esuve, 1f rare 
events for Lenin and Krupskaya in a lifc devoted entircly to work. 

Manv revolutionaries took their cxile very hard. 1-fany of thcm 
ruined their health and quite a few of thcm died in exile. Fcdoseyev 
committed suicide in Verkholcnsk in the s11mmer of 1898: Constant 

· ¡· h ·1- 1 o s attacks upon h1m bv onc persecuuons by the po ice, t e s anc er _u. ' . . . . 
of the exiles and the dirc povcrty wh1ch sapped h1s streng~h and 
made hím u~1fit for work was more than he could _be~r. L~nm w~s 
d 1 l th ·s of F edoscvev's dcath. Wh1le m exile Lcnm cep y upset ))' e ne•v . · , · 

* V. I. Lcniu, Col/ected Work.1, Vol. 4, p. 256. 
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corresponded with Fedoseyev on cardinal questions of Marxist 
theory. Fedoseycv left all his manuscripts to Krzhizhanovsky, with 
whom he was very friendly, and asked him to teJI Lenin Lhal he 
was dying "with complete and supreme faith in life and not from 
disillusionment". The death of Fedoseyev was a great loss to the 
Russian Social-Democratic movement. 

About a year later the exiled Social-Democrats made a collection 
for a tombstone for Fedoseyev. One day the gendarmes interccpted 
the receipt of a letter which the exile Lyakhovsky had written to 
Lenin. The lettcr was about collecting money for a tombstone bu1 
this was a good cnough excuse for the gendarmes to come dow'n on 
Lenin and make a house-search. It happened on May 2, 1899. Luck
ily for Lenin and Krupskaya, everything went off wcll. The gcn
darm~s never found Lcnin's illegal correspondence. Lenin pushed 
a chalf up for thc gendarmes to stand on, and they bcgan their 
search from the lop shclves of his bookcase. They got so tircd cx
amining thc statistical handbooks, which were Greek to them that 
they did not even look at the lower shelves, where they would' have 
found the illcgal correspondence the tsarist secrct police was so in
tere~tecl in. Hacl thc gendarmes discovered that corrcspondencc, 
Lcnm and Krupskaya would certainly have had their term of cxile 
cxtende~ by .s<:veral years. Only Lcnin's quick thinking helped to 
avcrt th1s m1slortune. 

Thc Russian Social-Democrats sustained anothcr loss in Sep
t~mbcr 1899 wh~n ~ancyev'. a '"''onderful Russian revolutionary 
d1cd of consumptton m thc v1llage of Yermakovskoye. Prison and 
exile had killed him. Lenin attcnded the funeral of his comrade and 
madc a speech ovcr his grave. 

Grrat courage, great moral and physical strcngth werc required 
to bcar ali the hardships of exile and rcturn to one's place in the 
revolutionary baulc ranks. 

The Tasks of the Russian Social-Democrats 

In difficult conditions of cxile in the Siberian wilds Lenin did 
a tremcndous amount of thcoretical -.,vork. 

Among thc works written by Lenin in exile, special rncnlion 
shoulcl be made of his pamphlet The Tasks of the Russian Social-Dem
ocrats (l 897), onc or the rnain programme documents of thc Party. 
In t.hc prcfaccs lo the second and third cditions of the pamphlet, 
Lcnm stressecl that he had "sumrncd up only the 'carly expericnce' 
of my party activity" and that thc pamphlct "givcs on\y a general 
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· t· the tasks of the Social-Democracy", which wcrc consist-
outhne o . . d d 1 

l I· borated in thc subsequenl penod. Lenm propoun e t 1e 
cnt y e a . . d b h . tant thesis that an indissolublc conncct10n existe etween t e 
impor . . d h h 

· list and democrauc tasks of a Marx1st party an t at t ey 
socia d. f h · 

·t not be rreated as opposites. A propcr understan mg o t eir 
mus . 1 1 . . h 
conneccion and interrelati?n was part1cu ar y important m t : con-

d. ·0115 prevailing in Russ1a, whcrc a strugglc had to be carned on 
iu · H h b. f both against tsarism and against capitahsm. ence, t e o ~ect o 

the Social-Democrats' activity was to organise t?e class struggle of 
the prolctariat and guidc it in both its manifestat10ns: the democrat
ic (struggle against the autocracy and thc landown~rs~ and estab
lishment of a democratic republic), and the soc1ahst (struggle 
against the capitalists, ~or. the establishm~n~ of th.e dictatorship of 
thc proletariat and bmldmg up of a soc1altst soc1cty). 

Thc pamphlet The Tasks of lite Russia11 Social-Democrats substan
tiated the leading role of the proletariat in thc rcvolutionary movc
ment, and uphcld thc idea of thc hcgcmony of thc working class in 
the [orthcoming revolution in Russia. Lenin pointed out that tbe 
working class cxcrcised its lcadcrship undcr thc guidance of the 
Marxist proletarian party. He emphasisecl lhat the working class 
was the only thoroughly consistcnt rcvolutionary force, a f?rce ral
lying behind it the peasant masses, ·who wcrc hostilc to tsansm, and 
that the overthrow of tsarism was thc first step on lhe palh of strug
gle for socialism. "The proletariat alone can be the vanguard .fi.f!,hter 
for political liberty and for dcmocratic institulions. Firstly, this is 
because political tyranny bears mosl heavily upon the proletariat .... 
Secondly, the proletariat alonc is capablr of bringing about the com
plete democratisation of the polilical and social system, since this 
would place che system in the hands of thc workers." * Len in laid 
particular emphasis on the importance of adherence to the party 
principie and the independent position of the Social-Democrats. 
The Social-Democrats, he said , supportcd ali thc política! opposi
tion elements, but this support did not imply any concession~ of 
principie in programmes and thcorics that wcrc alien to Marx1sm. 

In this pamphlet Lenin pointed out how essential revol~tionary 
theory was for thc cmancipation strugglc of the p~o~etana~, ~d 
advanced the '>vell-kno\.vn thesis, which bccame a gu1dmg prmc1ple 
for ali Marxists, that "without a revolutionary theory there can be 
no rcvolutionary movement". * * Len in consistcntly dcvclopcd this 

* V. f. Lenin, C11llected Works. Vol. 2, p. 336. 
** lbid., p. 343. 
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thesis in his latcr works, in which he strcssed the extreme impor
tancc of rrvolutionary theory for a proletarian party. Marxists. 
Lenin pointcd out, should draw all their convictions from revolu
tionaf)' thcory, and should procecd from it in their practica! 
activities. 

Lcnin called upon thc Social-Democratic groups and workcrs' 
circlcs S<'attercd throughout Russia to found '·a single Soáal-Demo
cratic labour Partf'. 

The pamphlet was first published in Geneva in 1898 by the 
Emancipation of Labour group and was widely read by the Social
Dcmocrats and forcmost workcrs of Russia. lt was found during 
hous<·-searches and arrests in Sr. Petcrsburg, 1"1oscow, Smolensk, 
Kazan , Ore!, Kicv. Vilno, Feodosia, Irkutsk, Archangd, Sormovo, 
Kovno and othcr towns. It did much to promote thc political ancl 
cconom ic struggle of the working class and disseminatc the ideas of 
Marxism, and hclped to creatc a proletarian party. 

While upholding the purity of revolutionary theory, Lenin con
stantly slr<'ssed che need to carry forward Marxist thcory. 

"We do not rcgar<l Marx's theory," he wrote, "as somcthing 
cornplcted and inviolable; on the contrary, wc are convinced that it 
has only laid thc foundation stone of the science which socialists 
must dcvelop in al! directions if they wish to keep pace with life. We 
think that an irulependent elaboration of Marx's theory is espccially 
ess.er.1tial ~or .Russian ~ocia.lists; ~or this theory providcs only gc·neral 
guulmg prm~1plcs, wh1ch, m ,IJarlzcular, are applicd in England diffcr
~ntly than m ~r~nce, in France differently than in German>, and 
m Grrman) d1fTercntly than in Russia." * 

Lcnin's early writings were a further independent elaboration of 
1\farx's tl~eory. Thcy constituted a guide in thc struggk for building 
up a Social-Dcmocratic Party in Russia, the pany of a new type. 
the party of revolutionaries. 

The Development of Capitalism 
in Russia 

~n e~ile Len in rnmplcted his classicaJ work Tite Development oJ Capi
talzsm m Ruma, wh1ch dealt the final blow to )Jarodism and 
defcated " legal Marxism". The draft of the book (originally enti
tlcd Tite Process qf tite Formntion qf a Home Afarket fot Largf-Scale fn
duslly) was ready early in August 1898. After that Lenin proceeclcd 

* V. l. Ll'niu, Collertu/ Works, Vol. 1-, pp. 211-12. 
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·ve it the finishing touches. Krupskaya wrote to Lcnin's mothcr 
to gl 1. . h' k d · October 1898 that Lenin was up to 11s ears m 1s mar cts an 
in · ·11 · h was writing from mommg t1 mg t. . 

Lenin finished thc last two chapters and the append1ccs at the 
cnd of January 1899. He wanted his book on the devclopm~n~ of 
capitalism in Russia to be understood not only by learned spec1ahsts, 
but also by the wide circles of the revolutionary imellectuals and 
che advanccd workers. 

The Development of Capitalism in Russia (The Process oJ the 
Formalio11 oJ a Home Market Jor La~t?,e-Scale lndustry) appeared in 
St. Petersburg in March 1899 under the pcn-name of "Vladimir 
Jlyin". The 2,400 edition sold out very quickly. Thc book 
was the resuh of over thrce years' r<'scarch. In this imponant 
work Lenin drew on his profound knowledgc of life and 
used hundreds of books and amplc statistical evidcncc to trace the 
general objective laws of the capitalist modc of production 
in thc coursc of Russia's capitalist developmtnt. l ,enin's 
analysis of thc problem of the formation of a home 
markct was an important comrib11tion to Marx's economic 
doctrine. Lenin examined thc Narodnik.s ' thcorctical errors on the 
qucstion of thc home rnarket and th<' developrncnr of capitalism in 
Russia, and showe<l that the probkm of thc horne markct was insep
arable from that of the development of capitalism, that the forma
tiou of a home markct in capitalist produnion was based on a proc
ess of small farmers splitting up in to agricultura! emplo) ers an<l 
hircd prolctarians. ''The ·home market' for capicalism is crcated by 
devcloping capitalism itsdf, which decpc·ns the social division of 
labour and resolves the din:ct producen. into capitalists and 
workers." * 

On the basis of carefully studicd and vcrificd statistical data, 
Lenin gave a true pic:ture of Russia's cconomic dcvclopment, and 
a ~farxist scientific analysis of the process of diffcrentiation 
among the peasantry. The peasant, he sho.,,ved, was more and more 
subordinated to the market, and was dcpcndcnt on it as regareis 
lioth his personal consumplion ancl his farm ing. 

Lenin disclosed in thc socio-cconomic relations of thc Russian 
countrvside ali those contracli<.:tions which are inherent in cvery 
comm¿dity economy and every kind of capitalisrn, namely, compe
tition, a tendency towards thc concrntration or production in the 
hands of a minority, the transition of the mass of small producers, 

* V. I. I.enin, Coilected Work.s. Vol. 3, p 69. 
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the peasants, into the ranks or the proletariat and semi-prolctariat, 
and their exploitation by the capitalists and lhe kulaks. 

The continuous and rapid differentiation of the peasantry 
("depeasantising") creatcd two new diametrically opposit<' typcs of 
rural population - the bourgcoisie, or kulaks, on the onc hand, and 
the rural proletariat, the class of hired labourers having allotmcnts, 
on thc othcr. It was this differentiation of the pcasantry that 
created a home market for capitalism. 

Len in examined the inner economic structurc of peasant and land
owner farming. showed thc changes that were taking place in agri
cultural production, and revealed the process of gradual transition 
of the landowners from the corvée 14 to capitalist cconomy bascd on 
the wide use of agricultural machines and hired labour. 

In this book Lcnin gave a vivid picture of how and in what 
direction thc various aspects of thc Russian economy wcre devclop
ing, including industrial production, of their interconnection and 
interdependence. 

Lcnin carne to the conclusion that there wcre two possible ways 
for thc capitalist clevclopmcnt of Russia's agriculture. One was slow 
transformation of the old landowner cconomy, bound as it was by 
thousands of threads to scndom, into a capitalist cconomy. The 
othcr was revolutionary destructíon of every vesligc of serfdom, pri
marily the landed estates. This alternative path offercd an oppor
tunity for the specdiest and freC'.5t developmcnt of the productive 
forces on a capitalist basis, and neated favourable conditions for 
the working das.s subsequently accomplishing its fundamental task 
the ovcrthrow of capitalism and the transformation of the country's 
economy on socialist lines. 

lt was important for the thcory and practice of the revolutionary 
struggle lo takt· a correct view of thc destiny of capitalism. Thc 
question was, which class must and could accomplish a radical 
transformation of society, ·what social force the revolutionarics 
should rely on and what werc the prospects and conditions for the 
victory of thc coming revolution? 

Lcnin focussed his attcntion on these points, and showed that 
a great pcople's rcvolution undcr thc leadership of the proletariat 
was maturing in Russia. \ 

The Development oj Capitalism in Russia builds up a well-reasoned 
exhaustive economic argument in support oj the idea of an alliance of tlze 
working class and the peasantry, the idea oj the hegemony of the proletariat in 
the coming revolution. Lenin showed that thc ranks of thc prolctari~t 
wcre growing swiftly and stcadily in town and country alike, that 
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k. class of Russia was becoming a trcmcndous política! 
the wor ing · · · h b · f h 
force. In bis preface to thc second ed1t1on Lcnm,. on t e

1 
.das1s o t. c

1
· 

· ce of the first Russian revolut10n, a1 spec1a 
expcnen f h k. l "Th h f · h is· on the leading role o t e wor mg e ass. e strcngt o emp as . ,, .,. · 
h roletariat in the process of lustory, he wrote, is immeasura-

t e P 1 1 · "* H h d bl. reater than its share of the tota popu auon. e s owe 
th~t ~e was not only a question o~ th~ proletaf;riat's %rowidng n:im~ri-

1 strength but of its concentrauon m large actones an maJOr m
~:Strial ce~tres, as wcll as of its allian~e. with the peasan.try, 
to ether with whom it constituted the maJOnty of the populat1on. 
T~is important thesis of Leninism was prove.d correct by. the sub.se
quent revolutionary st~uggl.e of th.c Russian prolet~nat, wh1ch 
scored epoch-making v1ctones despne the fact that 1t made. up 
a comparatively small proportion of the country's total P?pulat1~n. 
J t was on the basis of Lcnin's scicntific analysis of Russia's soc10-
economic system and class structure that the Bolshevi~s elaborated 
their strategy and taciics in the first R ussian revoluuo~. 

His analvsis of the econornic dcvelopment of Russ1a enabled 
Lenin, in thc first place, to dcal thc final blow both to Narodism 
and to the "legal l\1arxists" and to show that thcir views were 
utterlv untenable: secondly, to prove on the basis of economic data 
the hÍstorical rol~ of the working class as the leading political force 
in society; and thirdly, to demonstrate the role of the pea5a~try. ~s 
an ally of the proletariat. Lenin's book is an outstandmg sc1entihc 
research, every conclusion of which is documentcd by a wcalth of 
factual material. lt is an cxamplc of thc use of thcory to substan
tiatc revolutionary practice. Lenin's book is of great general theoret
ical and international importance. The fundamental propositions 
of the paths for the dcvclopmcnt of capitalism and class str~g~le 
examined in it are starting-points for the peoples of ali cap1tahst 
and colonial countries fighting for thcir liberation and indepen
dence. Lenin deepened Marxist analysis of the developmcnt and 
essence of capitalism, throwing light, inter alia, on problems .ºf the 
development of capitalism in count~ies whcr: there are ves~1ge.s ol 
serfdom, the dcvclopmcnt of agranan relat1ons under capnahsm, 
and the social structure of capitalist society. 

Lenin's political and economic substantiation of thc lcading r?le 
of the proletariat in the revolution dealt a blow at the opportumsts 
all over the world who assertcd that the proletariat could not and 
should not light fo;· powcr and for socialism so long as it constituted 

* V. l. 1.enin, Collected Works, Vol. 3, p. 31. 
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a minority in thc country. Lenin smashed thesc false alkgations of 
the opportunists. 

During his three years in exile Lenin wrote ovcr thirt) books and 
anides, in which he outlincd the paths of revolutionary strugglc of 
the working class, elaborated the programmc and tactics of ch<' 
Party, and fought against thc Economists. Skilfully evading thr 
tsarist censorship, he used the legal journals of the day for the prop
aganda of revolutionary Marxism. 

The idea of publishing his articles in book form had occupicd 
Lenin 's thoughcs since the beginning of 1898. He was able to realisc 
his plan. His first book of collected articlcs appeared in St. Peters
burg in October 1898, under the title of Economic Studies and EsSO)'S, 
signed "Vladimir Ilyin". 

Against the Revisionist Critics of Marxisrn 

Lcniu exprcssed decp concern for the historical destiny of Marx
ism and (ollowcd thc growth of opportunism in thc Social-Demo
cratic partics of \i\!cstern Europe, and the opportunists' attcmpts to 
rob Marxism or its rcvolutionary cssence. By thcir vulgar misin
lcrpretation or ~ arx ism, the opportunists deprcciatcd the role of 
the Party in the working-class movement, extolled trade-unionism, 
rcduccd to naught che importance of political struggle, and also 
belittlcd thc role of theory . In 1896-98 the Cerman Social-Dcmo
c.rat Eduard Bcrnst~i1~ published a series of art icles under the general 
tttlc Problemr of Soczaltsm, later (in 1899) published in book form un
dcr lhe title The Prerequisites of Socialism an.d the Tas/es of Social-Dnno
cralr, in which he frankly rcvised lhe basic tenets of Marxism and 
sought to substitute a liberal reformist doctrine for Marxism. Bern
stcin proclaimcd the opportunist slogan "T he movcment is every
thing, the final aim is nothing", thereby advocating rejcction of 
revolutionary struggle by the working class, and renunciation of the 
dictatorship of thc proletariat. Under cover of pseudo-socialist 
phrases, thc revisionists wcre fighting against Marxism, against the 
doctrine of the proletarian revolution , the dictatorship of thc prole
tariat and thc victory of socialism. 

Bernstein 's book a nd thc statcments of his fellow thinkers in the 
press angercd Lcnin. He undcrstood that "a regular war will havc to 
be waged" against thc revísionists. It was with great satisfaction 
that he read Plckhanov's Essays on the Ilistory of Materialism and his 
articles againsc Bcrnstein's revisionism publishcd in Die Neue Zeit, 
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. ¡ f the Gcrman Social-Democrats. Lcnin was strongly 
che JOttrna o . . . . . t . . .. . . 

d O Kantia111sm wh1ch was rcv1vmg t H most r<.ctct10n-
ppose to ne - ' . , . , . K . 0 

d ·dealistic f)Ostulatcs of Kant s ph1losophy. Neo- ant1an ar\' an I . 1 . r. bo . 
. ' • e upheld b)' Bernstein. who, takmg 11s cue 1rom urgeo1s 

' iews "er " 
rofcssors, procJaímed "back to Kant . . . . 

p On receiving Kautsky·s book again~t B~:nstem en.tttled Bernslem 
d the Social-Democratic Programme. Antz-Cntwsm, Lcnm a~d Krups

~:ya translated it into Russian in the course of a fortmght. The 
script of this translation circulated from hand to hand. It was 

manu . h "1" . k n· . d read by exiled Social-Democrats both m t e 1v musms rstnct an 
elsewhere. . . 

Lenin also sharply criticiscd thc R ussian d1storters of Marx1sm, 
who like Bernstein, attacked the revolutionary content of the 
theo~y of scientifíc com munism. He. sho"~1ed ." ... the limitles~ confusi
on of ideas, the ahscncc of anythmg ltkc mdep~nclen~ v1ev~'S, t,he 
trcmendous step backwards as compared with the v1ews oí Russ1~n So
cial-Democracy which 'our' Bernsteinism rcprcscnts". * He cons1dcrcd 
that the rcvolutionary Social-Democrats musl wage a relentless 
struggle against the revision of Marxism and staunchly uphold the 
purity of revolutionary thcory. . . . 

Lcnin also resolutely attackcd attcmpti; to revise the teachmg ot 
Marx by the "legal Marxists., who praised Bernstein for his strugglc 

. 1 " • " aaainst Marxism and n:garded th1s strugg e as a grcat scrv1ce . 
L~nin revealed the total groundlessness of thc "criticism" in which 
Bernstein's Russian followcrs (Struvc, Bulgakov and others) 
engagcd. . . . 

Lenin was concerned about a problem of paramount pohtical rm
portance al the time, namely, thc path w~ich the young Russia!1 
working-class movement would take. Lenm. concentrated. all h1s 
cnergies on instilling a socialist conscious~css mto the ':vorkrng-class 
movement and directing its development mto a revolut1onary chan-
nel, the only one that was corrcct. . 

While in exile in Shushcnskoyc Lcnin rcceived from Anna Yeh
zarova-Ulyanova in St. Petersburg a copy of the Economi~ts' 
"Credo". He immediately subjected this programme of Russ1an 
Bcrnsteinism, this " quintessencc of Social-Dcmocratic ~ppor
tunism" to a dctailed criticism. He wrote a sharply dcnunc1atory 
article, '" A Protest by Russian Social-Democrats", against the 
"Crcd~" , and called upon the Russian Social-I?cmocrats to declare 
war on the opporlunist ideas of the Econom1sts, who wanted to 

* V. J. Lenin, Collected Worb, Vol. 4, p. 277. 
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revise the fundamental tencts of Marxism and denied the neC'essity 
of founding a Marxist revolutionary proletarian party in Russia. 
Lcnin showed that Hernstcinism was "an attempt to narrow the 
theory of Marxism, to convert the revolutionary workers' party in to 
a rcform ist party". * and urged people to resolutel)' oppose the 
transmitting of thesc opportunist ideas to Russia. 

The "Protest" stated that the programme of the Economists 
boiled down to the idea that the working class of Russia should 
confine itself to the economic struggle while thc "liberal opposition 
elcments" fight, with the "participation" of the Marxists, for "legal 
forms". Lcnin wrote indignantly that "the application of such 
a programrnc would be tantamount to the political suicide of Rus
sian Social-Democracy". * * 

The "Protest" emphatically opposed the vie'INS of the Economists 
and warned ali Marxists against the danger of the R ussian Social
Democracy bcing divcrted from the path it had already mapped 
out for itself~ namely, the formation of an indcpendent political 
workcrs' party inseparable from the class struggle of thc proletariat 
and having as its immediate aim the winning of political liberty. 

Stating that only the theory of revolutionary Marxism could be 
thc banncr of thc workcrs. the "Protest" defined the aims of thr 
Russian Social-Democrats. Ít stressed thc tremendous importancc of 
a proletarian party in the struggle for the emancipation of the 
working pcople. " Only an indepcndent working-class party can 
serve as a strong bulwark in thc fight against the autocracy, and 
only in aUiance with such a party, only by supporling it, can all the 
other fightcrs for political liberty play an dfective part." * * * 

Thus Lenin gavc decisive battle to the manilestations of Bern
steinism on Russian soil and dealt a blow at West Europcan oppor
tunism, which had bcgun to corrode the Social-Democratic partics 
in Gcrmany, France and other countries. 

Lenin sent thc "Protest" to the Emancipation of Labour group, 
who had it published in Plekhanov's "Vademerum for the Editors of 
Rabocheye Delo", a collection of articles against the Economists. "A 
Protcst by R ussian Social-Democrats" playcd an outstanding part 
in the struggk against the Economists. It contributed to the dcvcl
opmcnt of Marxist thinking and to the organisation of a rcvolu
tionary party of the working class in Russia. 

* V. T. Lcnin, Col/eciul Works, Vol. 4·, p. 176. 
u /bid., p. 178. 

*** lhid., p. 181. 
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The Plan for a Marx.ist Party 

The idea of crcating a single Marxist party in _Russia occupied 
a central place in ali of Lenin's writings at that p~nod. He resumed 
his work on a draft programmc for che parly wh1ch he had begun 
in prison in St. Petersburg. ~ His draft ~na.lysed .the devclopment of 

pitalism in Russia and defmed the prmc1pal a1ms and tasks of the 
~fass struggle of the proletariat. Lcnin specified the ultimate goal of 
thc proletariat, which was to win p~litical power, ~bolish pr~v~te 
O\.vnership of the means of producllon and estabhsh a soc1ahst 
socictv. The draft included practica! demands of the Social-Demo
crats:,demands concerning the whole country, demands of.th<: work-. 
ing class and those of the peasants. lt laid clown thc pnnc1ple~ of 
the Russian >.1farxists' agrarian programmc, and formulated the im
mediatc aim of thc proletarian class struggle thc ovcrthrow of the 
tsarist autocracy. 

In 1897 Lcnin wrote an artidc cntitled "The Hcritage We 
Renounce" , which clefiued th<' attitucle or thc proletarian party to 
thc rcvolutionary traclitions of its country. Lenin. forccfully an.d 
convincingly refuted thc falschood spread by the hbc~al Narodnik 
press to the effecl that thc Marxists ~'abjure th~ 'hent.agc', break 
with the best traditions of the best secllon of Russian soc1ety, and so 
forth". He compared the views of thc Russian enlighteners of thc 
sixtics, the f\aroclniks and the Social-Dcmocracs and showed tha_t 
the Marxists "are much more consiste11l and Jaithful guardians of the hen
tage than the }/arodniks". * Lenin considercd thc Ytarxist party to be 
the legitimare heir to ali the progressiw g~ins an~ rernluti?nary 
democratic traditions of the peopks of Russ1a. But 1t goes w1thout 
saying, Lenin pointcd out, that the Russian Marxists did not want 
to guard thc heritage in the way an archivist gua.rds an old docu
ment. To guard the heritage did not mean confinmg _oneself to the 
heritage received; it was neccssary to go further, to mdependently 
determine on the basis of Marxism, the ways and mcans for the ' . . . 
rcvolutionary strugglc of the working classes for thc1r cmanc1pat1?n. 

While in cxile Lenin gave much thought to thc plan of foundmg 
a Marxist party. He cxpounded it }º his articles "~u;, P~o
grammc", "Our Immediate Task" and 'An Urgcnt Qucst1on. wnt
tcn for Rabochaya Gru:.eto (Workcrs' Gazcttc). In thc autumn oí 1899, 
Len in accepted an ofkr to be the editor c_>f this ncwspa?cr and then to 
contribute to it. The paper was rccogmscd by thc First Congress of 

* \!. l. Lenin, Collecled Work.1, Vol. 2. p. 526. 
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the R.S.D.L.P. as the official organ of thc Party, but the police 
closed it shortly aftcr. In 1899, an attempt was made to resume 
publication. But the attempt failed and Lcnin's articlcs rcmained 
unpublished. They first saw light of day in 1925. 

Exposing Bernstein and his follo\·vers who adrncated the theory of 
concessions to thc proletariat's bitter enemies, to thc governmcnts 
and parcics of the bourgeoisie, Lenin pointed out in bis anide 
"Our Programme": "\Ve take our stand entirely on the Marxist 
theoretical position: .Marxism \'\'as the first to transform socialism from 
a utopia into a science, ro lay a úrm foundation for this science, 
and to indicatc thc path that must be followed in further deve
lopmcnt and elaborating it in all its parts." * He strcsscd thar 
only the thcory of Marx mapped out the right path and task ol' 
the revolutionary so<:ialist party, namely, the organisation of the 
class strugglc of the proletariat and the lcadcrship of thal strugglc 
the ultimatc aim of which was the conquesl of political powcr by 
the prolctariat and the building up of soc:ialist socicty. 

Lenin bccame the organiser of a revolutionary Marxist party, in 
founding which a new path different from any other had to be fol
lowC'd. He was the first Marxist to put the question of the working
class party as party of a 11ew type. 

All Lenin's previous struggle against Narodism, "legal Marxism", 
Hernsteinism and "cconom ism" as ils varicty was a necessary con
d i tion for the solutíon of the historie task set by hím - the creation 
in Russia of a revolucionary ~1Iarxist party. Lenin conceived of this 
party onl> as a party of a new type, fundamcntally different from 
the ''\'cst European partic.s which tolerated opportunists and 
rcformists in lhcir ranks. The party for thc crcation of which Lenin 
fought was to be irrcconcilable lo any manifcstation of oppor
tunism, revisionism and compromise. The parties of the old typc 
the Socialist partics of Western Europe - had formcd and dcvcloped 
in the condilions of legality and parliamentary struggle. Thcy wcrc 
gradually losing thcir rcvolutionary character, refusing to train the 
working class for revolutionary battles to ovcrthrow bourgeois rule 
and establish thc dictatorship of the proletariat. They wcrc sliding 
to opportunism, to thc path of compromise with the bourgeoisic. 
Nor did the type or organisation created by the Russian rcvolution
ary Narodniks of the seventies accord with Lenin's principles ol' 
building up a prolctarian party. The Narodniks wcrc isolated from 
thc peoplc. Thcy proceeded from an erroneous theory and rcsortcd 

* V. l. Lcnin, Col!Prttd Wnrks, Vol. 4, p. 210. 
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w cerroristic conspiracies a~ a method of strugglc. Thereby they did 
at harm to the revolut10nary movement. 

gr~enin regarded the inadcquate organis~tion of }he Ru~si~~ 
Social-Democratic movcment as an urgent 1ssue, a sorc pomt 
Bis article "An 'Crgent Ques_tio~" strcsscd. t~e ~mperative need to 
· prove revolutionary orgamsation and d1Sc1plme and to perfcct 
::recy techniq ues. " ... All the sound and developing sections of our 
sociecy," he wrote, '·are in favour of democracy and socialism; but, 
in order to conduct a systematic struggle against the government, 
we must raise revolutionary organisation, discipline, and the tech
nique of underground _work to the highest degree of per~ection." * _I t 
was indispensable to hnk logether the numcrous Marx1st study-c1r
cles and organisations scattered ali over the country, get rid of ama
teurish methods and found a Marxisl party that would be lhe polit
ical leadcr and guide of the working class. 

But to achicvc that, Lenin wrote, "we must have as our imme
diatc aim the founding of a Parry orga11 that wil/ appear regular/y and be 
closely connected with all tite local grouf>.f". * * v\Tithout su ch a prcss 
organ no broad organisation of the \.vorking-class movcmcnt would 
be possible, since only a common parly organ rnnsistently applying 
the principies of political strugglc and holding high thc banner of 
democracv could win over to its side ali the rnililant democratic 
demcms ~nd use ali the progressive forces of R ussia in the struggle 
for political liberty. Lenin believed rhat only an all-Russia illegal 
political newspaper could, under the existing conditions, serve as an 
important means ol' rallying the Social-Democrats ideologically and 
organisationally. Owing to policc pcrsccution, ir wa'> impossible to 
publish such a paper in Rus.sía, and Lenin lherefore decided to 
have it published abroad. 

At the end of his exile Lenin's thoughts wcrc occupied with the 
problem of putting in to effect his plan for creating a revolutionary 
prolctarian party. Lenin looked forward eagerly to the day when 
his term of exile would be over, fearing that thc tsarist authorities, 
as often happened, might prolong his term. He becamc nervous, 
slcpt poorly and lost weight. He longcd to be doing active work. 

Luckily, Lenin's apprehensions provcd groundless - his term was 
not prolonged. Early in January 1900, thc Policc Department sent 
Lenin a notice to the effect that thc Minister of' the Interior had 
forbidden him to reside in the capital and university cíties and 

* V. l. Lenin, Collected W11rk.1, Vol. 4. p. 222. 
.. !bid., p. 218. 
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large industrial centres after the completion of his term of exile. 
Lenin chose Pskov as his place of domicile to be nearer to St. 
Pctersburg. 

At last carne the long-aw·aited day. Lenin and his family Jeft 
Shushenskoyc on the morning of January 29, 1900. Friends pcas
~nts and exiles p:cssed. round the sledge fitted out for thc long 
JOurney. Thc partmg w1th Shushenskoye was warm and moving. 
Thc peasants had become truly attachcd to Lenin during bis exilc 
in thc village. They saw the family off with good wishes and words 
of gratitudc. 

Lenin's cxile in Siberia was at an end. His life and work enterrd 
a new pcriod. 

Chapter Four 

FOR A PROLETARIAN PARTY OF A NEW TYPE 

As a current of political thought and as a politi
cal party, Bolshevism has existed since 1903. 

Len in 

Lcnín rejoiced that he could now dcvotc himself wholly to his 
cherished a im. Only one thing shadowcd thc joy of complete free
dom for rcvolutionary activity: lhc necessity of separation from his 
wifc, who had still a year to spcnd in cxilc in Ufa Gubernia. How 
would she live th is year, in what rnnditions? On the way back from 
Siheria Lenin stopped off in Ufa with his wifc and mother-in-law 
and helped them to gct scttkd. 

Before leaving for abroad, Lenin had much to do in Russia. Con
nections with the Social-Ocmoc:ratic organisations had to be 
cstablished, their support assured, and funds procured for 
the printing of the paper. \Vith che cnergy and insistence that 
always charactcrised him, Lenin set at once LO work to carry out the 
plan he had so thoroughly daboraLed. 

Preparations for Founding an All-Russia 
Newspaper 

On his first <lay in Ufa Lcnin met with A. Tsyurupa, V. Krokh
mal and A. Svidersky, Social-Democrals living in exilc in that city, 
and acquaintcd them with his plan for sctting up a revolutionary 
newspaper which opened up broad possibilities for thc activities of 
the R ussian Marxists. 

Lenin spent only a few days in Ufa. His work called him on. "It 
was a pity we had to part just when the 'real' work was starting," 
Krupskaya aftcrwards recallcd, "but iL clic! not even cnter our 
heads that Vladimir Ilvich could rcmain in Ufa when he had 
a chance to move nearc;r to St. PeLersburg." * 

* Reminiscenus ef Vladimir lú•ith Le11in iu 5 vol11nt('s, Vol. 1, Moscow, 1979, 
p. 238 (Rus..~. ed.). 
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first place, as always, wen l not to personal dcsires or con
venicncc, but to the revolutionary work to which Lenin and Krups
kaya dC'voted their whole lives. 

Disregarding the police ban, Lenin went to Moscow. He had 
talks thcre with severa! Moscow comradcs. Aftcr a brief sta) in 
Moscow he made a sccret visit to St. Petersburg, whcrc he met 
Vera Zasulich, just arrived from abroad, and proposed to her thac 
the Emancipation of Labour group participare in the publicacion 
abroad of an all-Russia Ylarxist newspaper and of a thcoretical 
and política! magazine. 

Lenin arrived in Pskov only al the end of February 1900 and 
was immediately placed under secret policc surveillance. 

As a means of livelihood, and to screcn his revolutionary activi
tics, Lenin took work to do for thc gubemia statistical office. He 
associated with the local statisticians, frcc¡uenlcd the city library 
and m et with the local Social-Dernocrats. From Pskov Lcnin 
c:arricd on far-reaching activities, establishing contacts with 
Soc:ial-Dcmocratic groups and individual Social-Dcmocrnts in 
ditlerent cities ancl arranging for their co-operalion ·with thc ncwspa
pcr. He arranged a meeting \Vhich discussed his d raft of an edito
rial board dcclaraliun of lskra (The Spark) and :(mya (The Dawn) on 
the programme and lasks of lhc newspaper and magazine, in 
which he cmphasiscd that the time had come for thc 
Russian Social-Democrats "to come out on the road of open 
advocac) o~ socialism, on the road of open political slruggle. 
The establishment of an all-Russia organ of Social-Dcm
ocracy must be lhe first st.ep on this road". * 

Early in April Lenin made a trip to Riga to establish concact 
with che Lcttish Social-Democrats. On his return to Pskov he 
loo~ an active part in meetings of thc local rcvolutionary and ;adi
cal mtellectuals. Sorne of the Socia.1-Democrats undertook to set up 
an lskra assistance group in Pskov. 

Lenin applied to the authorities for permission to travel abroad. 
Permission was granted, and early in ]\fay he was issucd a pass
port; but at lhe same time the St. Petersburg secret police instrueted 
the Pskov poi ice "to intensify surveillance over u l y ano v, residcnt in 
Pskov". IIis passport receivcd, Lenin was not at once able to make 
use of it, for he had still a numbcr of organisalional rnatters lo sct
tle in R ussia. To arrange with the Social-Democrats for mcthods of 
communication after bis departure for abruad, Lenin in May macle a 

• V. l. Lmin, C:ollnted WorkJ, Vol. 4, p. :no. 
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od i!leaal trip to St. Petersburg. This time, howcvcr, the police tra-
seco l:> d í' . . . l . 1 . cked hirn out, and he was arreste or. v1sttmg t ie eapHa w~t-

houc permission. T he arrest took place m the street, and Lenm 
was unable to destroy or get rid of his list of comacts 
abroad, written in invisible ink on a sheet of paper, outwardly an 
ordinary bill. In prison, Lenin worried constantly over that sheet of 
paper. \Vere its true nat.ure discove~ed , there would be ~o going 
abroad for him, no carrymg out of h1s plan for an all-Russ1a news
paper. Only just free, after three years of exilc; only just getting 
dovm to work- and , the work hardly begun, back in prison again! 

But the gendarmes noticed nothing suspicious about the sheet of 
paper. After ten days' detcntion, Lenin was released for lack of cvi
dencc. A secret poliC(: offieial escorted him to Podolsk , in Moscow 
Gubernia, where his mother ;vas then living. Permission for. a visit 
hcrc had been received bcfore his arrest. Thc official turncd Lcnin 
ovcr to the policc officer of Podolsk Uyc7.d. Lcarning that Lenin 
was in possession of a passport for travel abroad, this officer arbi
trarilv decided to confiscate it. Lenin declarcd that he would com
plain, to the Policc Departmen c. And thc thrcat wurked (at which, 
later, Lenin had a hearty laugh). The officer got cokl fcct and rcs
pcctfully returncd the passport. 

The week Lcnin spent in Podolsk was a busy time of meetings 
with cumrades . Social-Democrats from many districts carne to 
Podolsk to scc him. Lenin arrangcd with each of them for the 
dctails of code, and got their agrccmenl to wrice for the newspapcr 
and to supporc it. 

In June, accompanied by his mothcr and his elder siscer, Lenin 
visited Nadezhda Krupskaya. On the way to Ufa he stopped off at 
:\ízhni !'íovgorod, where he arrant~cd a confrrencc of Social-Dcm
ocrats to discuss thcir participation in the publication of the news
paper. From Nizhni ~ovgorod the trip continued by steamboat 
along the Volga, Kama and Belaya rivers. Lenin spcnt long hours 
on deck, in the happiest of moods, breathing deep of the pure air 
that floated clown from thc woods along the rivcr banks. 

In Ufa, where he spent over two ""ccks, Lenin arranged with the 
local Social-Democrats for their collaboration with the newspaper. 
On his return trip he visited Samara and Syzran and enlisted the 
support of the Social-Democrats for the all-Russia organ. 

To discuss the plan for thc organisation of the paper with Ivan 
Babushkin, Lenin on his way abroad went to Smolensk , where 
Babushkin, was then staying. Lalcr, Lcnin noted thal Babush
kin had forvently approved the idea of a political ncwspaper pub-
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lished abroad, which would help to unite and consolidatc thc 
Socia1-Democratic Party. 

Thc support of the Social-Oemocrats secured, and a reliabk base 
for thc ncwspaper within Russia thus providcd, Lenin in Jul} 1900 
lefl for abroad. 
. Lenin went to s,~itzerland, where the members of the Emancipa

t1on of Labour group had settled. After a \'isit to P. Axelrod, in 
Zurich, he wcnt on to Geneva to discuss thc publication of news
paper and magazine with G. Plekhanov. Plekhanov, like thc othcr 
members of his group, approved the idea of such Marxist periodi 
cals. But he considcrcd himself entitled to a privileged position on 
lhc editorial board, and his arrogance was such as to excludc thc 
possibility or normal collectivc \.VOrk. Lcnin, who stood always for 
collective dfort, could not acccpt this stand. The programme of thc 
newspapcr and magazine and the problems of publication and of 
joint editorial work wcre discusscd at confcrences hdd in Belrivc 
and Corsier (ncar Gencva). The disagreement. wilh Plckhanov 
carne out with particular force during thc conterencr at Corsicr, 
attended by Lenin, PJckhanov, Zasulich, Axelrod and Potrcsov. 
The discussion hcre was very heatcd, and rdations '"rcrc straincd 
almosl to the brcaking point. 

Obviously, colleclive work undcr such conditions would be im
possible. Thc plan for an all-Russia newspaper was in dangcr of' 
collapsc. Lenin took Lhis vcry keenly to heart. "It was a real 
drama; the complete abandonment of the thing which for ) ears " e 
had ~ended like a favourite child, and with which we had insepara
bly hnked the wholc of our life's work," * he ""rote in a detailcd 
record of his mcctings and talles with Plekhanov on the publication 
of I:.kra which he entitled "How the Spark \Vas Nearly Extin
g~ish~d" - a drama tic and profoundly moving documcnt, bearing vi
vid wllncss to thc pain il caused Lenin that Plckhanov, whom he so 
s!ncerely admircd and likcd, should behavc in this pettish, superci
hous manner. 

Thc negotiations with thc Emancipation of Labour group finally 
ended in agrecmcnt that until sorne system of formal relationships 
could be worked out Lenin, Plekhanov, Zasulich, Axelrod, Martov 
and Potrcsov would be co-editors, Plekhanov having two votes. It 
was dccided lhat lskra be put out in Germany, though Plekhanov 
and Axclrocl, who wanted thc ncwspaper to be under their dircct 
management, and ali contacts with Russia to be handled by them, 

* V. l. Lcnin, Collec!Ld Wnrks, Vol. 4, p. :Ht. 
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· · ted on Switzerland. Lenin considered it essential that the 
h·1d ins1s , . d 

' r be kcpt at a distance from thc- em1grant cent.re, an 
newspapc . r 

hlv secretised. That was of tremendous 1mportance 10r 
thoroug ' . . . R . 

·cv of commun1cauon w1th uss1a. 
secun ' 1 · l h l · d' Agrcemenc reachcd, Lcnin went to l\ ~me 1, w ere t 1e mam e 1-

. l , 'Ork was to be centred. Hcrc, for purposes of secrecy, he 
cona ' . . f i.1 . 
l 
.. ·d for sorne tune w1thout a passport. under thc name o 1v eye1. 
t\C ¡· d h' . h 
L r Bulgarian Social-DemocralS supp 1c 1m wn a passport 

ate , · h 
de out to a Bulgarian named Jordanov. For secrecy, agam, e 

~:~Tied on his corresponden ce wilh R ussia through the Czech 
Social-Democrat F. Modrácek, who Jived in Praguc. 

Lenin's life in Munich, at the beginning, was vcry unscttled. Thc 
·oom he rented was inconvenient, and mcals wcrc a problem. 
~forning and evening he would make shift with tea, which he 
drank frorn a tin mug. This continued until Nadczhda Krupskaya 
arrived, io April 1901. To arrange for her coming Lenin had to go 
to Prague (which he first visitcd in thc autumn of 1900 and where 
he cstablished contacts with Czech Social-Dcmocrats) and thcn to 
Vienna, to a R ussian consulatc which could ccrtify his signature on 
his applica tion for a passport for his wik . 

Aftcr K rupskaya's arrival Lcnin's Jifr. in Munich becamc eas1er. 
By advertisement they found a room in a worker's home. Here 
K rupskaya had the use of the kitchcn, but only for the ~ctual cook
ing of meal~. All thc preparatory work had to be done m the room 
in which they liYed - and it had to be done as q uietly as possible, in 
or<ler not to, disturb Lenin during his work. After a month thcy 
moved to a little flat in thc Schwabing suburb. They bought sorne 
second-hand fumishings, which they resol<l when leaving Munich 
for twelve marks. 

While living in ~fonich Lenin and Krupskaya strictly obscrved 
the rules of' secrecy, meeting al most no onc but thc mem bcrs of thc 
editorial staff. Onlv once did Lcnin break these rules. When Rosa 
Luxemburg arrived in Munich, he went to see her. 

"The Spark Will Kindle a Flame" 

Lenin's thoughts were concen_trated wholly upo~ the ne~spapcr. 
I ts organisation was a vcry difhcult matter. Prmtmg prem1se~ had 
to be found, and Russian type - unobtainable through ordmary, 
lcgitimate channels had to be procure?· Ciar~ Zetkin, .ªº out
standing leader of thc German ancl the mtcrnat1onal workmg-class 

73 



movcmcnt and one of the fou ndcrs of the Communist Parly of Ger
many, was of grcat assistance in thc organisation of thc paper, as 
wcrc also thc German Social-D cmocrat Adolf Braun (stopping o(f 
at ~uremberg cm his way to .Yfunich, Lcnin had met Braun and 
arranged with him for organisational and technical assistancc in che 
publication of l skra), the Polish revolutíonary Julian ~1archlewski 
who was living in NI unich ar that period, ao'd a group of printin~ 
workers who procured the necded type. The magazine ZPJ'ª 
and later Lcnin's work What Is To Be Done? wcre printed in Stutt
gart in the printing-house of the German Social-Democrat Dietz 
who was in rharge of bis party's publishing house which brough·¡ 
out works by Karl J\farx and Frederick Eno-els. Later remcmberino-
D. ' b ' "' ictz s valuable assistance with publication of bkra and Zarya, 
Lenin wrotc to him in 1913 that the R.S.D.L.P. "will never forget 
the fraternal ass istance you gave il during this vital period of its 
upbuilding". * 

~n October I?OO a Declaration qf the Editorial Board of "Iskra", 
wnllc~1 by Len.in: carne out in leaflet form. ~oting the urgcnt 
nc:C'CSSlly for bu1ldmg a revolutionary parly that would be insc:pa
rably bound up with thc working-class movcment, thc Declaration al 
thc sarne time pointcd out that this could be achievcd only in reso
lutc:. strugglc agains~ ama.teurish ness, against ideological vaci 11 ation, 
aga1~st evcry man.1fcst~l1on of opportunism; that bcfore uniting. 
ancl m ordcr lo umte. 1t was necessary first of all to dra·w firm and 
definit~ lincs of ?emarcati.on. Th~ Declaration emphasised the grcat 
role o~ lhc workmg class m Rus.-;1a, and of the parly of that class. 
Onl) if ?rganiscd in a revolutionary parly, it explained, could the 
proletanat carry. out its im~ediate historical task that of uniting 
ali thc democratK clements m the country undcr its banner, and 
overthrO\"'ing the autocracy. 

Through thc latler half of >Jovembcr Lenin was occupied with 
the preparation and publicatíon of the first issue of the magazine 
Zarya. ln tlw latter half of December he went to Leipzig to com
plete thc final cditing of the first issue of Iskra (the first issuc was 
printed in Leipzig, 1'' the fo!Iowing issues in Munich}. This first issuc 
appcared in Dccembcr 1900. As its motto, thc newspaper carricd 
a. line from thc Decem brísts' reply to Pushkin : "The spark will 
kmdle a flamc." Lenín's titanic work proved successful: an all-Rus
sia illegal polilical newspaper was organisecl, the rnilitant organ of 
thc Russian Marxists. 

• V. l. L1·nin, CollPrted Works, Vol. 43, pp. 360-6 1. 
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Both in organisational matte::rs and. in malters of ide~logy, it ~as 
· ·ho headed Iskra. He \·vrote art1cles and enlered, luerally, mlo 

Lcnin w . . · · H · c1· d 
question concernmo· 1ts content and pubhcanon. e m JCate 

evcry :::. · · h · h 1 · cdiced articles found contnbutors, kept m touc w1l t 1c 
topi~;- corr·esponden~s procured funds, arranged for ways and papcr ~ , . . . 
meaos of having the paper smuggled meo. Russ1a, and saw to n th~t 
Jskra carne out regularly. Krupskaya. actmg as sccretary. of ~he ed~-

. ¡ board was of tremcndous assistancc to Lenm in thtS 
cona ' 
W~· . 

Potresov, later to becomc a bitter cncmy of Lcnin's, descnbed the 
cremendous work which Lcnin did on the papcr. He ~rote that all 
valued Lenin not only for his knowledgc, intellect and mdustry, but 
also for his exceptional devotion lo thc cause. hís constant readincss 
to give himself up to it cntirely, taking on an exces~ive amount of 
the most thankless functions and invariably performmg thcrn most 
conscientiouslv. 

Jskra comm~ntcd on ali current ccouomic and political qucstions, 
thc working-dass movcment, and thc posit ion of popular r~asscs. 
The ncwspaper began publication at a time wh.cn the revolut101~ary 
movement was growing in Russia and when m1ghty dcmonst~at10ns 
under the banner of " Down with autocracy" were hdd m thc 
strcets of St. Petersburg, Moscow, Kiev, Kazan, Tomsk and olher 
cities. 

1 n 1900-03 thc world was hit by economic crisis. In evcry issuc, 
Iskra carried materials cm the crisis and its gricvous conseq u en ces 
for the people. Lenin had predicted as carl)' as 1897, in. the. writings 
of his period of cxile, that the production boom must mevnably ~e 
followed bv crisis. Grises, he had pointcd out, are a fearful chromc 
disease of ~vcry capitalist society , and this will eontinuc inevitably, 
until the working class overthrows capital and destroys prívate prop
erty in the means of production. 

In Russia the economic crisis lcd to industrial stagnation and 
mass unemployment in thc cities, as a rcsult of which, Lenin wrote, 
thousands of \NOrkers were sacked. The situation was aggravated by 
famine in the countrvside, the result of a seríous crop failure. Unem
ployment, famine, a;1d the intensifying sevcrities or police oppres
sion fanned the flame of che people's hatred for che autocracy, and 
aroused them to political strugglc. Throughout t.he land , ~he bre~th 
of revolutionarv storm was rising. This L>rought lorward w1th partic
ular force and ·urgcncy thc necd for a party thal would act as ~oli.t
ical lcader of the workirio- dass, that would takc tbe leaderslup m 
the approaching revoluti;n. Jskra lought for che: organisation of such 
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a party; and this gaincd it tremcndous popularity among th<' 
workers. 

The building of a revolutionary Marxist party in Russia began 
in a period whcn capitalism had entered its highcst, final pha~e 
imperialism ;_ a per~od when p1:0Ietarian revolution was becoming 
a matter of 1mmcd1ate perspechvc. In Russia, at this time, revolu
tion was maturing. 

In an editorial entitled, " The C.rgent Tasks of Our yfovem<'nt" 
in the first issue of lskra, Lenin singled out as the cardinal task th~ 
creation of a strong, well-organised Marxist party, inseparably 
linkcd with the working-class movement; for without such a partv 
"the working class will never be able to fulfil its great historical 
mission to emancipate itself and the whole of the Russian pcople 
from poli ti ca 1 and cconom ic slavcry". * 

No. 4 of lskra (M:ay 1901) carried an editorial entitled "Whcre 
To Bcgin ", in which Len in discussed questions of the most vital im
portance, at that period, to the Social-Democratic movement in 
Rus.sía: that or thc charactcr and the content of política! agitation, 
and that of organisational tasks. Thc article outlincd a concrete 
plan for the building of a Marxist party, and discusscd in cvcr} 
aspect the role of an all-Russia political newspaper in the accom
plishmen t of this plan. "A newspaper," Len in wTotc, "is not onl) 
a cólkrtive propagandist and a collective agitator, il is also a col
lectivr organiscr:· ** This thcsis became a guiding principie not c>nl) 
for fskra, but for ali futurc revolutionary .\-farxist organs. 

" \\'here To Begin" was extcnsivelv circulated in Russia. After its 
appearancc in Iskra it was republish~d in pamphlet form by ,•arious 
local Social-Dcmocratic organisations and distributcd in many 
cities. lt was particularly appreciated by working-class rcaders. 

" I have shown lskra to many comrades. lt's almost in shreds, yct 
it is prccious," a weavcr wrotc in a letter to the paper. "It tells ali 
~bout our cause, ali ~bout our R ussian cause, which you can't pricc 
m kopeks or count m hours. \Vhen you read it, you understand 
why the gendarmes and the police are afraid of us workers and of 
the intellectuals whosc lcad we follow. Yes, they are truly terrifying 
to the tsar, and thc bosses, and all, and not only the bosses' pockets. 
Of course, I am only a plain worker, and not much educated, but 
1 feel vcry wcll wherc the truth lies. I know what the workers nccd. 
Thc working folk today can catch fire very easily. Undcrneath, 

• V. l. Lenin, Collutfd Works, Vol. 4, p. 370. 
** !bid. , Vol. 5, p. 22. 
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h. · smouldcring already. 11 nccds only a spark, and the 
·crvt 111g 15 ' k · ¡¡ 

C' ' ·i¡ b eak out How true thos<' words, that the spar w1 
fi e w1 r . ' 
1~ L flame 1 Everv strike used to be an event. Bue now every-k nd e a ···· , 
J e can see that one strike is nothing. Now wc rnust fight for free-

on must fight for it might and main. EYcryone would read 
dorn. we , h 

Id and voung but there's our trouble -we can t get t e 
now, 0 

' ' ' d d h books. Last Sunday [ got eleven f~icn~s t?gether an rea ~ em 
'\\'h re To Beain' and we sat over It t1ll nu~htfall. How true 1t all 

e .º h. l"* is and how 1t gcts clown to evcryt mg. 
'B bushkin wrote from Orckhovo-Zuyevo: "lskra is eagerly read 

h ª and all the copies reccived are in circulation. Thanks to the 
ere, . . h k 'l'h 

er we note a great nse of cnthus1asm among t e wor ers. ere pap , . · J6 
· particularlv much talk of the art1de on thc peasant qucst1on 
IS ' , . f t 
in No. ~' so that lhere is demand lor more copies o t iat 

issuc." * * 
Lenin's Jskra was the first a ll-Russia illcgal Marxist newspaper, 

a militant revolucionary publication that became a decisi_ve fac~or 
in the creation of a Marxist part y of thc working class. Lenm partlc
ularly emphasised the importance ~>Í lskra ~s 1be chicf instru~ent 
by which ali the Social-Democrat1c commlftccs co~ld be umted 
both idcoloo·icallv and oraanisationally, ancl by wh1ch the party 
e.adres and ~he advanced ~vorkers could be trainc-d in thc spirit of 
scientific socialism and or irrcconcilablc strugglt: against all manifes
tations or revisionism. 

fskra awoke thc política! discontent of the popula~ masses in ~us
sia. There were articles by Lenin in almost every 1ssue,_ ovcr ~ixty 
anides in all-classical examples of rcvolucionary Marxist JOurnahsm. 
dealing with ali the basic problcms of part_y b~ilding and of thc 
class struggle of the proletariat, and also wnh i_mport~t develop
mcnts in intcrnational atfairs. Relcntlessly, w!Ch mihtant party 
spirit, Lenin laid bare the reactionary ~olic~ of tsarism, att~c~ed 
thc bouraeois liberals unmasked thc nauonahsts and the Soc1ahst-

º ' . f h Revolutionaries, and sharply criticised thc opportumsm .º t e 
Economists. Lenin's articles gave the ·working class of Russia new 
faith in its own strength and in the inevitable overthrow first of 
tsarism, and then of capitalism. . . 

The Russian revolutionarics had to bu1ld thc party m struggle 
again;t nu:Uerous focs, ovcrcoming trcmcndous diliic~lties, under 
the firc of savage pcrsecution. Thcy wcrc constantly m danger of 

* lskra ~o. 7, August 190 l. 
"'* Jskra No. 9, October 1901. 
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prison, penal servitude, or exile. l\.fany paid with thcir livcs for 
their revolutionary activities. " 'Ve are marching," Lenin wrote, "in 
~ compart group along a precipitous and difficult path. firmly hold
ing c~ch other by the hand. We are surrounded on aJJ sides by 
encm1es, and we havc to advance almost constantly under the·. 
fire." * 11 

The tsarist author~tics madc every effort to do away with Lenin. 
Colonel Zubatov, ch1ef of the Moscow secrct policc, wrotc in a sec
ret Je~~er to t~e head of t~e Police Department in Dccember J 900 
that thcre is nobody b1gger than Ulyanov in the rcvolution 
t0day". He recommended Lcnin's immediate assassination. 
" lt ~<;! _at the end ef. 190~ ~hat Vladimir llyich began to use the pseudonym 
Le~m m some oj his wrztmgs. Pcople often ask "vhat lay behind thc 

choice of namc. Purc chance, most probably, as was the case with 
the other names, 17 Lenin's associates would replv. Thc first work to 
appca'.· over thi_s signaturc was the beginning ~f thc artidc, "The 
Agrarian Questmn and the 'Critics of Marx'" (Chapters J to IV) ¡11 
.?,arya for Decr.m ber 190 l. 

Lenin's lskra built up a strong organisational backbone for thc 
Pa~ly. In thc beginning of 1901, at Lenin's initiative and under his 
gu1dance, lrkra assista~ce groups wcre organised in Russia, and 
bkT~a agcnts se~ cnergct1cally to work. Thcse agents distributed fskra , 
~h1ch was dd1~ered to. thcm from abroad; arranged for thc reprint
mg of lskra aruclcs at 1llegal printshops V·lithin Russia; senl in arti
cks, repor;s and ~~nds. a~d kept che paper informed on all devclop
ments m 1 ar.ty lile and m the revolutionary movemcnt wichin che 
country. L~nm's lrkra rallied and united leading cadres for thc Par
ty - profe~1onal revolutionaries, advanced workers, daring and 
devoted hght~rs for thc cause of che working dass. Lcnin attachcd 
tremcndous 1mportancc to the part that Jskra played in thcir 
trammg _and . developmcm. G. Krzhizhanovsky has written 
of l~kra, m th1s connection: "T n R ussia it became a banncr 
rallymg '.orce~ which were destined to demonstrate on a scale unex~ 
am~led m h1story the all-conquering might of Lcnin's tactics of 
Lenm's 'wlarxism in action'." ** ' 
. Staunchly, couragcously, undaunted by constant police persecu

t101~, by th~ thr~at of prison or exile, the lskra agents carried on 
t~eir w?rk m d11fercnt parts of Russia. Lenin corresponded regu
larly w1th the bkra agents and groups in Russia. In accordance 

* V. l. l.enin, Coileded Works, Vol. 5, p. 355. 
"'* Reminiscenru oj Vladimir l()•ic!t l.enin. Vol. 2, p. 23. 
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. h thc plan he had workcd out, a Russian lskra organisation was 
\\'lt . . 

u , with che Jskra agents as its core. . . . . 
set P. "uided the work of the Iskra orgamsauon m R uss1a, help-

Lenll1 o . d · el r . h . · t • . · to ovcrcome paroch1al ten cnc1es an to 1U1 t er um) 
mg ic the Partv organisations on the principies of rcvolutionary 
among , . . . d h s d p e 
~farxism. The orga111sauon funcuone up to t e econ . arty ohn-

and plaved an important part in the prcparations 1or t e 
gres.s, '. . 
Congress and ns convocatlon. . 

u'nder Lenin's guidance, L. Gold~an orgamse~ a secret lskra 
printshop in Kishinev. This shop rcpnnted lskra art1cles, and ·whole 
issues of the paper, from matrices reccive~ fr~m ;~road_. ~he 
rcprincing of certain issues of lskra was orgam_sed m e atennos av 
and in Baku as well. The underground pnntshop in Baku was 

· d d "N. " known m code correspon ence as ma . 
/skra was sent into Russia by various roules - via London, Stock

holm, Geneva, and also via Marseillcs, A1exandria (Egypt), and it 
was transported through Persia. Thcn arrangements we:c mad~: lo 
transport it via Kamenets-Podolsky and Lvov. Ali tlus. rcquirc~l 
a great dcal of money, cnergy, and work, and ~as a ~ery nsky busi
ness. Iskra was smuggled across thc bordcr h1dden m double-bot
tomed suitcases, in · lhe bind ings of books, and by various ot~er 
mcthods. For convenicnce of transportation, it was printed cm thm, 
but strong paper. . 

The atmosphcre on the lskra editorial board was ver~ scrau:ed. 
Lcnin had to wage a continuous fight against ~pponu111~t vac1lla
tions, and grave differences arost: on many cardmal qucst1ons. Par
ticularlv h~ated was thc discussion ol' thc anide, ·'The Pcrsecutors 
o[ the Zemstvo and the Hannibals of Liberalism", in which Lenin 
sharply criticised the pseudo-revolutionism of the. R ussi~n liberals, 
their policy of grandiloquence and shameful fiabbmess. fhe de~ate 
draggcd on for alm?st six wc_c~s. Plekhanov, Axelro_d, and ~~ra 
Zasulich took issue with the polit1cal trcnchancy of Lcnm s app1 a1sa1 
of the liberals · but Lenin firmly refuscd to alter the general tone 
of his article,' to depart from princ.:iple in his attitudc to the 

liberals . 
Thus once more Lcnin's and Plekhanov's vicws on the liberal 

bourgeoisie and its ideologists radically divcrged. . 
The differcnces on thc editorial board carne out st1ll more sharply 

in the process of working out the Party Programme. At Lenin's pro
posal , the board had comrn issioned. Plckhanov to d raw u~ the fir_st 
draft of the theoretical scction oí the programmc, wh1le Lenm 
wrole che agrarian section and the conclusion of the draft. In Janu-
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ary 1902, I:~n~n presented critical remarks on Pkkhanov's draft. He 
strongly cnt1c1scd, also, the second draft that Plekhanov sub · . . mittcd 
The ideas presentcd, Lenm pointed out. wcre formulated 1~ . · 
· b· l · . . . a1 too 
a stract y, particularly 111 the parts dealing with Russian capitalis 
Furthc~·. ,\he. sec?nd draft omitted "reference to the dictalorship oj. ~; 
prolelanat ; 1t fa1led t~ stress the leading role of the working dass as 
the only truly re\'olut10nary class; it spoke. not of thc class strugglc 
of the. prol: tar!at, but of thc common struggle of ali the toiling 'and 
explo1ted; lC d1? not sufficiently bring out the prolctarian nat;irr of 
the Party. Lenm wrote a draft of his own (what is known as lhc 
"Frey draft" 11) . 

Kru~skaya~ in her .reminiscences, has viviclly describcd thc atmo
sphcre m wh1ch Lcnm had to carry on his work on the editorial 
board, a~d to champion his stand. Herc is her description of onc of 
the m~:ctm~s of thc cdit?rial b~ard. "Plckhanov attackcd parts of 
t~e draft prograi:nmc w~1ch Lenm hacl drawn up. Vera fvanovna 19 

dtd. not a~rce with Lenm on all points, but neither d id shc agrec 
cn~ircly with Ple~hanov. Axelrod also agreecl with Lcnin on s~me 
pomts. ~he mectmg was a painful one. Vera Zasulich wantcd to 
a1:gue '_'Vllh Plckhanov, but he looked so forbidding, staring at h<·r 
w1th h1s arms folclcd on his chest, that she was thrown ' off hn
bal~nce. Thc discussion hacl rcached the voting stage. Befare th<' 
vo.tmg took place, Axclrod, who agreecl w;th Lcnin un this poinl, 
sa1,~ he ~ia? a l~cadachc ancl wanted to go for a walk. 

y1ad1m1r Ily1ch was terribly upset. To work likc thal was im
poss1bk. Thc discus.~ion was so unbusinesslike . ., * 

1:'º dra\\ up a singk draft programmc for the R.S.D.L.P. on thc 
bas.1s of the drafts submittcd by Lenin ancl Plekhanov, thc /skra ed i
torial board set up a "co-ordinating" committee. This commiltee 
pr~ser~tcd a final dra.ft, which was approved at a confcrence of the 
editorial board hcld m Zurich, in Lenin's absence. Lenin submittcd 
rcmarks . on lhc committce's draft, and also additions to it. 

Matenals that have now been made public bear witness to thc 
tremc~dous amount ~>f work J ,enin devoted to the preparation of' 
the p1ogramm.c. Bes1dcs such documents as Lenin's draft pro
grammc and h1s rei:narks on Plekhanov's first and seconcl drafts and 
on the draft sul~mntecl by thc co-ordínating committce time has 
pr:serv~d ma~c~1als accu~ ulated í1~ thc ~reparation of the pro
gramme~ m.atcnals rdlcctmg the h1gh points in the work of the 
lrkra cd1tonal board on the draft programme of the R.S.D.L.P. 

• Rtmi11iscenrn ef Vladimir llyid1 Leriin, Vol. l, p. 252. 
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1 l
·n attached great importancc to thc Party's agrarian pro-

,e1 1 . k r l 1 ...... me. He was the first of thc MarxJSlS to wor out 1or t le pro e-
gra... · d h · h 
L ·at a scientifically groundecl pohcy towar s t e pcasantry m l e 
tan · · fi h h l k · · h' v historical cond1tions. He had set ort t e s ·ra pos1t1on on t is 

ne' · "T ' ·\· k ' P d h P " uestion in his art1cle · he ~ 1or ers arty an t e easantry , 
\tually a rough outline for the agrarian programme of thc prole
:arian party. And in February and early March of 1902 he wrote 
the article "The Agrarian Programme of Russian Social-Democ
racv'", in which he commented on the agrarian section of the draft 
programme of the R.S.D.L.P .. In these ar~icles Lcnin form~lated 
the basic demands of the Social-Democrat1c Labour Party m the 
agrarian field, going thoroughly into the class contcnt of each 
d~mand and its fimess in the current historical period. As thc cen
tral point of the agrarian programme, he pointed to thc demand for 
rhc return of the lancls cut off from the p<·asants10 hy the rcform of 
186J.2l "vVhen the revolutionary moment comes", however, he 
pointed out, this dcmancl should be rcplaced by the clemand for 
nationalisation of the land. "Our principal immecliate · aim," he 
wrote, "is to clear the way for the free developmcnt of thc class 
struggle in the countrysidc, the class strugglc of the proletariat, 
which is directcd towards attainmcnt of thc ultimatc aim of the in
tcrnationaJ Social-Ocmocratic movemcnt, thc conquest of political 
powcr by thc proletariat, and the laying of thc foundations of 
a socialist society." * 

When Lenin's article "The Agrarian Programmc of Russian 
Social-Democraey" carne up for discussion, debate once more flared 
up on the Iskra editorial board. Plekhanov, supported by Axelrod, 
made his remarks in an offensivc tone, objected to basic proposi
tions set forth in the articlc, and dcmanded that it'> attacks on the 
enemies of Marxism be toncd down. Aft.er protracted and heated 
argument the editorial board deleted all passagcs dealing with 
nationalisa tion of the land. 

Lenin took the differenccs on the editorial board to heart. He 
was compelled to battle so persistcntly in dcfence of Marxist 
principies, that he himself co1úessed: "My nervcs are worn thin, and 
I feel absolutely ill." 

Rcpeated discussion finally brought the draft programme of the 
R.S.D.L.P. to comp]etion, and it was published in Iskra No. 21, 
June 1902. Thanks to Lenin's dctermincd struggle the draft in
cludecl a clcar-cut statement of the lcading role of the working class 

* V. l. Lenin, Collected W11rks. Vol. 6, p. l48. 
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in the rcvolution, and also that cardinal point- thc dictatorship of 
the proletaria!. In these points, above ali othcrs, lay the fundamen. 
tal dillcrence between the consistently revolutionary programme of 
thc working-class party in Russia and the programmcs of the par
ties of che Second Incernational. 

What Is To Be Done? 

Of thc most outStanding importancc in thc proccss of founding 
thc Communist Party \>vas Lenin's book, ftllhat Is To Be Done? 
Burning Q.uestions qf Our Afovement. His manner ofwork has been vividly 
described by his wife. "When writing," we read in her reminis
cences, "he would usually pace swiftly up and down the room, 
whispering what he was going to write." 

In What Is To Be Done?, as Lenin wrote in his prcface, he made 
"an atternpt ... in thc simplest possible style, illustrated by 
numerous and concrete exarnples, sptemat1:cally to 'clar!fy' ali our 
basic points of difference with al! the Econornists" . * 

In this work J ,enin prescnted a thorough analysis of the stalc of 
internalional Social -Dcmocracy, demonstrating that two trends had 
formed within it, and Lhat an irreconcilablc struggle was going on 
betwccn thcm. One of thesc trends, consistently rcvolutionary, 
upheld the ideas of Marxism; the othcr - thc "ncw", opportunist, 
trend-distorted the fundamental principks of Marxist thcory. The 
true essence of the "new" trend, which proclaimed its "critica!" 
attitude towards what it called "outdated, dogmatic" Marxism, bul 
in reality carne out against the revolutionary contenc of th<· Marxist 
doctrine, full) rcvealcd itsclf in Bernstein's opportunist, revisionist 
vicws. Bernsteinism vulgarised Marxism and corrupted the political 
consciousness of thc workíng class by its preaching of the thcory of 
the loning down of social contradictions, by its denial of the idea of 
social revolution and thc dictatorship of the proletariat, by its con
fining of the working-class movemenl and the class struggle to nar
row tradc-unionism and bourgeois-liberal reformism. Demagogically 
demanding "freedom of criticism", the adhcrents of Bcrnsteinism in 
reality advocatcd frcedom to introduce bourgeois ideas into the 
working-class movement, freedom to transform Social-Dcmocracy 
from a revolutionary party in to a reformist party. Freedom is a fine 
word, but undcr the slogan of freedom and devclopment of indus-

• V. I. l.cnin, Collected W11rks, Vol. 5, p. 350. 
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d d "f°: l or labour" cdatorv wars werc wage an ireec om . 
rrv most pr b h' . ·k·ing peopk ''He who does not dehberately · d to ro t e "~01 · · , .. 
was us~ . ,, l n·n wrote "cannot fail to see that the new cntl-
1 h1s eves, ,e I " ' . . . 

e ose d.. c1·alism is nothing more nor lcss than a new vanety J' tren 111 so 
ca . ,, * 
f ohhortumsm · . L · d 

o rr . the first years of thc twenucth century, cnm expose 
Thus, m ·st trend in Social-Democrac) and the harm it brought 

he opportum . f h. 
t . t rnational working-class movement. In th1s lay one o is the me 
reat services to the movement. . . 
~ Disclosing the international naturc of opportumsm, Lem.n sh?w~d 

at while assuming diffcrent forms in dilferent countnes, m i~s 
th nt'ent 0 portunism remained everywhere thc s.amc. In Fr~~e 1~ 
~~und extression in Millerandis~; in En.gland, 1.n trade-umo~.1s11:1, 
in Germany, in Bernstcinism; m R uss1an So~1.~l-Dcmocracy, . l? 
, · Under cover of the false slogan of frcedom of cnt1-Econom1sm. . . · 1 · , JI , . · 
· " the Economists likc the Bcrnstem1sts, werc ideo ogica ) c01-

c1sm , ' . . . d h · f · ·o-ru ptin g Social-Dcmocracy. Tbey mm1m1sc ~ e n~portance o rev 
¡ fon;rv theorv. of the programmc and tact1cs of t.he party; sought 
t~ ~onv~rt the ~~orking-class movcment into a pass1ve append.age of 
bourgeois liberalism; dcnied the leading r?lc of thc party. m t~1c 
worÚng-class movement. The struggle agamst t.he Econom1sts .\,~as 
at the' same time a struggle against internat1onal opportums~ . 

In What Is To Be Done?, further, Lcnin dcalt thorou?hly w.1th 
the cardinal ideological and organisational probleri:1s w1t~ whi.ch 
Russian Social-Democracy wa~ concern<'d at that peno~ of 1ts activ
ities He Iaid bare the ideological sources of opportumsm, dc~o.n
stra¡ed the vast impon.anee of revolutionary thcory ~nd. ~ociah~t 
consciousness. showed the role of the party as a revolut1on1:5mg and 
guiding force, in the working-class mov~mcnt, a~d. ~ubstant1ated the 
basic :Marxist thesis that the prolctanan party 1s called upon to 

unitc the working-class movement with socialism. 
Lcnin sho'>ved that behind the Economists' fine talk ~f ''.freedom 

of criticism" lay utter disregard for thcory, lack ?f pr~~c1ple, thc 
strug()"le against the revolutionary esscnce of Marx1sm. . The role 01 
vangu~rd +ighter." he declared emphatically, "can be fulfilled o~ly byf 

J' , d d I " * * Ir confirmat10n o a party that i:s guided by the most a vanee t ieory. i 

this thought he cited Engels, who recognised three ~orms of the 
S · l D · c pol1.t1·(·al econom1c and theo-great struggle of ocia - cmo<.:ra y - - ' 

retical. 

* V. I. Lenin, Collecled Works, Vol. 5, P· 354. 
** !bid .. p. 370. 

83 



An imp.ortant point at iss~1c Lchvcen thc rcvolulionary Social
Dcm~crats and t~e Econo~1s~s was the question of the relation 
betwccn spontane1ty and soc1ahst consciousness in the working-cla 
?1ovement. The proper solution of this question was of trem~ndo ss 
1mporcance. Us 

Thc Eronomists were worshippers of spontaneity in the workin _ 
class m?vcment, and belittled the role of socialist consciousnes~ . 
They tn~d cven to !ªY clown a theoretical basis for their worship of 
spont~ne1ty, declanng that socialist ideology arose spontaneouslv 
that 1ts elc~cnts gradually accumulated within the working-cla~~ 
mo~cment in the coursc of its developmcnl. Actually however 
Lenm showcd socialist id~ology is introduced into the 'working-cla~: 
movcme~t by the revolutwnary Marxist party. 

In sonety, tc~rn by class antagonism, Lcnin explained, there can 
!)e no s.u~h thmg as no_n-~lass or above-class ideology. The only 
~lternat1vcs a~e, bourgeo1s 1deology or socialisl iclcolog-y. Thc work
mg class W~v1tate~ ~ow~rds socia lism. This gravitatic;n is a natural 
out~ome ~{ 1ts P?S1t1on m society, of the very conditions of its lite. 
By .. its. en.tire cnvir?~ment, it is bcst prepared for acccptancc of thc 
s~~. i~h.st ideology. f~e .·workin~ class," Lenin wrote, "spontaneously 
gr ª.v1~ates towards socialism. Th1s is perfecdy true in thc sense that 
soc1al1sl theory revcals the causes of the misery of the working class 
more p_rofoundly and more correctly than any othcr theory, and for 
that rea~~n thc workers are able to assimilate it so casily." * Thc 
hourgeo1s!(', however, as the ruling class, having al its disposal 
a vast apparatus f~r ~he spiritual enslavement of the masses, strives 
by ali. the mcans m Its power to spread its own ideology and im
plan.1 it among thc proletariat. Thercfore "all worship of the spon
,tane1ty of. the working-class movement, ali belittling of the r~lc of 
the consc1ous clement' of the role of Soc·al D · 

quite indepmdently of whether he who belittles lh ti -l e-'m~cra~'Y, mem1J, 
. a ro e uesll'es zt or TUJt a 

strengthenmg of the injluence of bourgeois ideoloov u:pon ~~ 
workers". * * ,....,. ze 

To pr?tect the ~o~ki.ng ~lass f~on:: the influence of bourgeois ideas 
and to 1mplanl soc1ahst 1de~s m 1ts consciousness, a detcrmincd 
struggle must be w~ged ag~mst bourgeois ideology. 

As a rcsult of thc1r worsh1p of spontaneity, the Economists belit
tled not only revoluti~nary theory, but also the political tasks of thc 
party and of lhc workmg class. They confined the tasks of the work-

* V. l. Len in, Col/ecled Workr, Vol. 5, p. 386. 
** lhid., pp. :{82-:~83. 
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. ¡ ss movemcnt to a purcly trade union, economic strugglc 
ing-c a r b d. . t• 'ainst thc employers and the govcrnmcn.t, ior. ctter con It1ons ? 
agbo r v .. -ithin the framework of bourgeo1s soc1ety. Such reform1st 
la u . f . 

J• • Lenin demonstrated, would lcad to the preservation o cap1-p0 IC) , . 

l . t wage slavery for long years to come. Gomg no further than 
taJS · h al fh. 
h scruugle of the workers for better tcrms m t e s e o t Cir 
te º 1. b l labour power, ~vas esscntia~l~ .not a revo ut1on~ry, ul a .pure y 
trade union pohcy. The acuv1t1es of the. pr?lctanan party, ~ con
trast were directed not only towards wmnmg better terms m the 
sale ~f labour power, but towards the dcstruction of thc social sys
tem which compelled the poor to scll thcir labour power to the 
rich. To counteract the opportunist line Lenin advanced the most 
importaut proposition of t~e prime" importancc of po~itical str.ugg~e 
in the great battle for sonahsm: ... thc most essent1al, the ·dec1-
sivc' interests of dasscs can be satisficd only by radical political 
changes in general. In particular the fundamental economic in
tercsts of thc prolctariat can be satisfied only by a political revolution 
that will replace the clictatorship of the bourgcoisic by the dictator
ship of the proletaria t." * 

Hence Lcnin concludcd that thc Social-Dcmoc:rats must set activc
ly about the political education of the working class, must "utilise 
the sparks of political consciousncss which thc cconomic struggle 
generates among the workers, for thc purposc of raising thc workcrs 
to thc lcvcl of Social-Democratic política! consciousness". ** It was not 
cnough to propagandise the idea of hostility of the working class 
towards the autocracy, thc idC'a that thc intcrcsts of the workers 
were opposed to the interests of the employers. 1 t was necessary to 

expose ali and eYery kind of a u tona tic, policc and capitalist opprcs
sion, as manifested in the most di verse fields of life and activities -
professional, civic, personal , family, religious, scientific, etc. 

"Thc Social-Democrat's ideal," Lenin wrote, "should not be the 
trade union secretary, but tite tribune of the people, who is able to 
react to every manifestation of tyranny and oppression, no matt~r 
where it appears, no matter what stratum or class of thc people lt 
affects; who is a ble to generalise all thesc manifestations and pro
duce a single picturc of police víolence and capitalist exploitatio~; 
who is able to take advantage of every event, however small, m 
order to set forth bf!fore ali his socialist convictions and his dcm?
cratic demancls, in arder to clarify for all and cvcryone the world-h1s-

* V. l. Lenin, Collecud Works, Vol. 5, pp. 390-91. 
** /bid., p. 416. 
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toric signifü:ance of the struggle for the emancipation of the 
prolctariat." * 

A ~on~idcrablc p~n of Wltat. Is To Be Done? was dc\'oted to 
orgamsat1onal quesuons, on wh1ch, too, Lcnin gavc ballie to lhe 
Eco~omists. Restrict~ng che. concept of the political tasks of thc pro
letan_at, the Econom1sts bchttled the leading role of the party in the 
~vor~mg-class movem~nt, depreciated its organisational tasks. They 
JUS~1ficd the amateunsh methods, petty practicality. and lack of 
urnty of. thc local organisations. Len in once more comprchensivelv 
substantlated the nccessity for building up a centralised united 
organisat ion of revolutionarics. To achieve that, he poinled out, it 
was necc~sary thal evcry attempt to dcpreciate the political tasks 
and res_lnct the scope of organisational work be denounced by the 
mass ol thc. part~'s practica! _workers. "Our task is not to champion 
the dcgradmg ol thc revolut10nary to the lcvel of an amateur " he 

"b . ' 
wrote, imt to raxse the amateurs to the level of revolutionarics." * * 
. Exposii_1g Lhc Economists' o.pportunism in questions of organisa

t1on, L~nm clab~rated a planjor the organisational structure oJ the Party. 
Accordmg to th1s plan, che Party was to consisl of two sectio¿~: 
a narr~w d:cle of leading func tionarics, in thc main profcssional 
rcv?lut1onanes, and a broad network of local Party organisations, 
w~JCh would _havc the sympathy and support of the toiling masses. 

fhe follow~ng words by Lenin had a prophetic ring: "History 
has n~w confronted us wilh an immcdiale task ,..,·hich is the most 
reuolutzo11my o~ ali thc immediate Lasks confroruing the proletariat oí 
any country. fhe fulfilmcnt of this task, the destruction of the most 
powe~fu~ bulwa:k, not only of European , but (it may now be said) 
of J\s1auc rca~hon, w~mld make lhc Russian proletariat thc van
guard of t.hc '?ternat10nal revolutionary proletariat." *** 
. Dcvelopmg !_un.her the ideas of :\farx and Engcls on the prolctar-
1an. pan Y, Lenm m What Is To Be Done? la id the ideological foun
dat1ons for a pan y. of a new type. These ideas were cagerly 
accept~d by the Soc1al-Dcmocratic organisations in Russia. 

Lenm was particularly intercsted in thc workers' reactíon to his 
~ok. To J. Radchenko, in Sr. Petersburg, he wrote in July 1902: 

I was vcry glad indeed to have your rcport of a talk with the 
w~rkcrs" Such leucrs are a ~rcat rarily for us, and thcy really iuvig-
01 ate us. Be surc to pass tlus on to your workcrs, with our rcquest 

" V. l. Lenin, Cotlected Works, Vol. 5, p. '123. 
"* lhid .. p. 467. 

• *'" !bid., p. sn. 
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h . sel\'cs should writc to us not only Jor puhlicatíon, but 
1 thev t cm . · · · 

t iac , . hange ideas and not to lose contact and mutual under-_. ph· to exc . . . . . 
-irn d~ I personallv am part1cularly mtcresrcd, in th1s connection, 
stan mg. ' · h. k ¡· '"J ¡ " R D ) bec- se . •h' rhe workers will t 111 o vv wt s i o e one. , au 
tll '' at . r k ,, * 

1 e not vet had anv vicws 1rom '"ºr ers. 
I lav ' ' · d 11 h This book greatly helpcd to bu1ld ~p a pany an to ra y t e 

· 1 Democratic committees in Russ1a around lskra. and played 
Socia - . f 1 · l role in the preparauons for thc Second Congress o t 1e a signa 
R.S.D.L.P. . . · f h 

L ·n's activities abroad had a<; their a1m the solut1on o t e 
cm f h k' 
blems of Pan y work in Russia, thc devclopment o t e ""ºr mg-

pro . . . · 1 
class and pcasant movement. Lenm mamtamcd closc contact wn 1 

h Partv orO'anisations in Russia. The ktters that have come clown 
t e , ::i f . 1 .. 
to us reveal his thorough, detailed knowlcdge o the_ pra~tica acttv1-
ties of the St. Petcrsburg, Moscow, Astrakhan, Niz?ni Novgon~d, 
Tver, Samara, Kicv, Odcssa and othcr local comnntte~s. The m
structíons and advice he sent them helpcd to correct m1stakcs and 
shortcomings in thcir work. In Scptember 1902, in rep~y to a l ett~r 
reccived from a St. Petcrsburg Social-Democrat, Lenm wrotc lus 
"A Letter ro a Comrade on Our ürganisational Tasks", in which 
he explaincd in detail the lskra principies on building_ a p~rty of 
a ncw typc thc princ.iples \·vhich he ha<l alrca<ly set fo~t~' m the 
article Wlure To Begw and thc book Wlzat h To Be fJnne. A Let
ter to a Comra<le" played an imµortant part in thc fight the rcvo
lutionary Marxists had to wage against the. primitivc metho<ls_ of 
work fostered by th c Economists, to cstabhsh thc lskra orgamsa-

tional principies. . . 
Lenin attached particular importancc to the h1gg~r fact~r~cs, 

\·vhere large numbers of workcrs werc. co~centratcd. Em?has~mg 
the significancc of factory Party orgamsauons as the bas1s of the 
Social-Democratic movem<'nl, he wrote: "Every factory must be 
our fortress." Hectographed copies of lhc "Lettcr", passed from 
hand to hand wcre widelv circulated not only in St. Petersburg, 
but in ~fosc~w Riga R~stov-on-Don, Nakhichevan, Nikolayev, 

' ' h "L Krasnovarsk, Irkutsk and other citics. 1n January 1904, l e e.t-
ter" v,r~s published by thc Central Committee of thc R .S.D:L.P. m 
Russia in pamphlct form, wiLh a forcword and afterword wntten by 

Lcnin. · f ¡ 
Meetings váth worker Jskra agents from Russia were very JOY u 

occasions for l.cnin. Com ing to him for advicc, thc agents vmuld 
receive cxhaustive rcplies to ali their urgenr problrms, and a clear 

* /bid., Vol. 36, p. 119. 87 



explanation of their immediate rasks. Thcir lalks with Lt·nin 
lskra agents dC'darcd. were to them a true Marxist politicat 
sthooling. 

Lenin's intcnsivc, tircless activities towards the building of thc 
Party bore their fruit. Lenin's lskra was a centre uniting the Part) 's 
forces, training the Social-Democratic organisations and consolidat
ing thcm into a militant, centralised, all-Russia prolctarian party 
wilh a Marxist programme, revolutionary tactics, a single will and 
iron discipline. The lskra organisations headed the struggle of the 
working class against thc autocracy. Under Iskra's influcnce, thc 
revolulionary movemcnt bccamc more and more a mass movcmcnt, 
as witness thc wave of strikes and dcmonstrations that swept city 
aftcr cily. "The finesl clemcnts in thc class-conscious proletariat," 
Lenin was latcr to writc, with pride, of this period, "sidcd with 
lskra." * 

London, Paris, Geneva 

In thc spring of 1902 lskra was to shift its publication to London. 
On March 30 (April 12), 1902, Lenin and Krupskaya lcft Munich 
for Cngland. On thcir way lhcy stopped off at Cologne, then at 
Liege, and for a short time at Brussels. 

In London, the British Social-Democrats helped to organisc thr 
printing of lrkra, hospitahly offering it the facilities of their own 
printshop. Lenin latcr rccalled that Harry Quelch, editor of thc 
progressive Justice, "had to 'squeezc up". A comer '"'ªs hoardcd off 
at thc printing-works by a thin partition to serve him as editorial 
room. This comer contained a very small writing-tablc, a bookshelf" 
above it, and a chair. \.Yhcn the present writer \·isited Quelch in 
this 'editorial office · thcre was no room for another chair .... " * * 

In London Lcnin and Krupskaya took the name of Richter. 
They livcd at first in furnished rooms, but later rented two rooms 
in a little housc not far from the British Museum. Ylornings, Lenin 
would work in che Museum library, where Karl Marx had worked 
before him; afternoons, he would \vrite at home. In his free time he 
studicd London lifc. les cryíng contrasts of wealth and poverty 
made him say, through clenched teeth, "Two separate nations !" 
He madc an attentive study, too, of the British working-class movc-

* V. l. Lrnin, Co/lected Works, Vol. 21, p . 332. 
** lhid., Vol. 19, p. 371. 
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n[ frequentlv visiting working-class districts and attending me ' . , 
workers' meetmgs. . . 

While in London Lcnin and Krupskaya co~tmued to 1mprove 
· knowledge of f,nglish. Through an advcrt1scment they found 

thc1r l'.' 1. h ¡ · r ¡ s people '"~·ho agreed to give thcm l,ng 1s cssons in return ior esson 
in Russian. . . 

\t the end of J une 1902 Lemn wcn t to Francc to meet h1s 
~ther and elder sister and to take a bricf rcst away from the 

::ained atmosphere of the editorial office. -~e spent a few weeks 
with his relatives, in the littlc town of Logu1v1c ?n che north coast 
f francc. His meeting with mothcr brought h1m great pleasure. 
~e wanted fervently to have her always with him; but she stayed 
invariably with whichever of her children nccdcd her most at t~e 
given moment. And her help ~as vcry ?ften ncedcd, .for back m 
Russia now one, now another of the fam1ly-and somct1mes two or 
thrce at once was either in prison or in exilc. . . 

At this period, both in his artid<'s for the prcss and m h1s 
spceches, Lenin dcvoted much attcnt.i~n. to µropaganda of thc Marx
ist agrarian programme and to cnl1nsm ?f the ~ro~r~mme and 
tactics of the pctty-bourgeois party o! Lhc Soc1ahsl-R~volu
tionaries 22 who propagated the n:actionary views of the liberal 
NarodniÍ<s. While declaring lhcmsclves socialists, thc Socialist-Rcvo
lutionaries, as Lenin showed, clegradcd their so-callcd socialism to 
che levd of the most banal pctty-bourgcois rcformisrn, * and by 
thcir agrarian programme miskd thc peasants. 

Exposing the harm the Socialist-Rcvolutionaries broug~H to the 
Russian rcvolutionarv movcmmt, Lenin read a paper agamst thcm 
at a meeting of Ru~ian political emigr_ants in París. L~t~r in the 
autumn of 1902, he read similar papers m a numbcr of Sw1ss towns 
(Lausanne, Geneva, Berne, Zurich ), and also in London and Lieg:e. 

In Februarv 1903 at the Russian Higher School of Social 
, ' "".. . Scicnces in París Lenin delivered a series of lectures on marx1st 

Views on the A;rarian Quescion in Europc and in Russia". This 
school was a leg~lly functioning institution ~h.ich had been set up 
for Russian students resident abroad. lts adm1111strators were openly 
hostile to the revolutionary Marxists, taking thc sidc of t~c Narod
niks and the Socialist-Revolulionaries. But such was Lcnm's repu
tation as a thcoretician in thc ficlcl of lhc agrarian qucstion that un
dcr pressure from a group of Social-Dc~ocTatic students of lhc 
school, \'\'·ho acted in concert with thc Pans lskra group, the faculty 

* !bid., Vol. 6, p. 174. 
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council resolved to invite "the wdl-known Marxist V. Ilyin, author 
of the Jegally published books The Development of Capitalism in Russia 
and Economic Studies", to deliver a coursc of lectures on the agrarian 
qucstion. WhaL, then, wcrc the professors' amazcmcnt and dismav 
when they discovered that Ilyin was Lenin ! The school authoritic's 
attempted to call off thc lcctures, but to no avail. The studcnts rr
sponded LO Lenin's lcctures with stormy applausc, and declared 
afterwards that thc course had been a rcd-letter event for them. 

On his return to London, Lenin on March 18 addressed a huge 
workers' meeting in Whiieehapel on the occasion of the anniversary 
of thc Paris Commune. Severa! Communards were present, and one 
of them, Louisc M ichel, a lso addressed the meeting. 

In Mareh and Apri l 1903 Lenin wrote the pamphlet To the Rural 
Poor. An Rxplanati:onfor the Peasants of What the Social-Democrals Wanl. 
The need for such a pamphlet had been suggestcd to him by thc 
peasant disturbances or 1902. Lenin wrotc this pamphlet with grcat 
care, trying to makc it as comprehensible to thc peasants as pos
sible. To Plckhanov he wrote that he was very anxious, in c:xplain
ing to the peasants thc :Vtarxist ideas on the class struggle in Lh<' 
countryside, to use real, factual material concerning the four strata 
of the rural population: the landowners, the peasant bourgeoisie, 
the middk peasantry, and thc semi-proletarian and proletarian 
stratum. In his pamphlet Lenin explaincd to the peasants, what ir 
was thc workers' party was srriving to allain, and \vhy the rural 
poor should join forces with Lhe workcrs. This pamphlet was 
a splendid model of popular Marxist literaturc. 

Addressing himsclf to the rural poor, Lenin wrotc : "We want to 
achieve a ncw and bettcr order of socictv: in this new and better 
society there must be neither rich nor po~r; all will ha ve LO work. 
Not a handful of rich peoplc, but ali the working people must enjoy 
the fruits of their common Jabour. l'vlachines and othcr improve
ments must serve LO easc thc work of all and not to enable a few to 
grow rich at the expense of millions and tens of millions of peoplc. 
This new and better society is called socialist sociefy. T he teachings 
about this society are called socialism." * Further , he wrote: "That 
is a great cause, and to that cause it is vvorth d evoting one's whole 
life." * * 

In the pamphlct To the Rural Poor Lenin developed thc Marxist 
ideas on the leadcrship of the proletariat, the alliance of thc work-

* V. l. Lcn in, Collertni Works. Vol. 6, p. 366. 
** /bid. , p. 413. 
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. dass ,vith the peasantry, and the growth of thc bourgeois-
ing · · · l. l . Add . h 1 dernocratic revc:lut1on meo a socia lSl revo ul!on. r~ssmg t e rura 

or Lenin sa1d that they must takc che first step m the struggle 
~aiJ~t bondage to thc landowners together with ali the peasants, 
~ncluding the rural bourgeoisic, whercas it would take Lhe fin al, 
~ain step only in finn alliance with the proleLariat. And this final 
scep both in the town and in the countryside would be thc samc: 
·'we shall take away all the land muí ali the Jaclories Jrom the landlords and 
the bourgeoisie aTUÍ build a socialist socielj>." * 

The pamphlet came out in Geneva in May 1903, with an appen
dix containing the text of thc draft programme of lhe R.S.D.L.P. 
and an introduction to it written by Lenin. Smuggled into Russia, 
the pamphlet was widely circulatcd there. It was studicd in under
ground Social-Dcmocratic and workers' eireles, and found its way 
co thc countrysidc, to the army, to the navy. By December 1905, 
according to incomplete data now available, thc pamphlct had 
been received in 75 towns and villagcs. It was reprinted abroad in 
1904, in 10,000 copies, and was repeatedly reprin ted in Russia. In 
1905, a legal edition appeared in R ussia. Len in was later told by 
a worker who carne from a poor peasant family that the pamphlet 
To the Rural Poor had made him a Bolshevik. 

In the spring of 1903, at thc insistcnce of the Emancipation of 
Labour group, the printing of lskra was shifted to Gcncva. Lenin 
and Krupskaya lefl London for Switzcrland. 

On their arrival in Gen t>va Lenin and his 'vife rented first 
rooms and ch en a little housc in the working-class settlement of 
Séchéron, where they livcd until June 1904. The l10use consisted of 
a roomy, stone-floored kitchen and, on thc uppcr floor, reached by 
a wooden staircase, thrcc rooms, eaeh furnished with a desk, a sim
ple iron bed, sprcad with a steamer rug, severa! chairs, and crude 
bookshclves. In the kitchen, much of thc furniture consisted of 
boxes that had held books or dishes. Occupying thc whole of the 
ground floor, this kitchen served also as dining-room and drawing
room. Here Lenin·often sat talking with his comrades, who liked to 
visit this hospitable and fricndly home. lskra agent C. Bobrovskaya, 
rccalling a visit to Lenin, noted his simplicity, eordial ity, modesty 
and buoyancy. Of his appearance she wrotc, " Vladimir Ilyich wore 
a dark-bluc Russian blouse, which gave bis stocky figure a truly 
R ussian look." * * 

* V. l. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 6, p. 419. 
** Reminiscmces oj Vladimir Jlyicl1 f,mi11, Vol. 2, p. l OO. 
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Len in was solicitous for the wclfare of cvery rnmrade, and panic
ularly of new arrivaJs, many of whom escapcd from prison or frorn 
place of cxile, reached Geneva withoul any means, lacking, often, 
even decent clothing and footwear. He kncw no rcst until such corn
rades had bcen provided with lodging, food , clothing and ali clse 
that was needed. Lenin was a responsive and attentive comrade, 
a cord ial and charming companion. His tremcndous tact, his con
stant rcadiness to render assistance to ali who needed it, made hirn 
a lodestonc to human hearts. 

Lenin's energy was inexhaustible. He was fond of a good jokt, 
fond of a song, of music, of popular festivíties. A tirelcss workcr, he 
nonethelcss found time for pleasant relaxation among his friends. 
l\ot infrequently, he together with Nadezhda Krupskaya and other 
comrades, would bicyclc out into the countrysidc, somctimes for 
a whole Sunday. Of one such holiday he wrote: "We had a long 
walk, thc air went to our hcads as if we wcre childrcn and aftcr
wards r had to lie down and rest, as I did alter a shooting trip in 
Siberia. In general, \.Ve do not miss a chance to go on outings. We 
are the only people among the comradcs herc who are exploring 
every bit of thc surround ing country. \:Ve discover various 'rural' 
paths, we know ali the places nearby and intcnd lo go further 
a!ield. 1 havc been fceling vcry welJ lately, 1 work regularly and do 
not worry about the commotion around me".* 

Of an evening, no·w and agaín, Lenin's comrades would gather ar 
his home. They 'vould sing together-the lnternationale, the Marseil
laise, Wlúrlwinds of Dan,f!,er, Victim ef Dire Bondage, the Song ef the 
Volga Boatmen, Tlle Storm Was Roaring, Sacred Baikal. the Volga Clijf 
and othcr songs; and Lenin would join in thc singing, forgctf ul of 
ali elsc. Duríng thcir walks, the eveníng tea, in conversation with 
his friends Lenin spokc with lívely interest of litcrature, and in par
ticular of such favourite writers as Chernyshevsky, Saltykov-Shchcd
rin, Nckrasov. His knowledge in this field was broad and varied. 
H e could recite many of :'IJekrasov's poems by hcart, conveying to 
his listeners not only the poet's ideas, but the true beaury of his 
verse. He had an exccllent knowledge of Pushkin, Lermoncov. 
Tolstoy. 

Living abroad, Lcnin sorely missed his homeland. This fCcling is 
often LO be senscd in his letters to his mother. In Munich, on a wct 
evening, his thoughts turned to winter as it is in R ussia - real 
winter, with ics crisp sleigh-roads and its keen, frosty air. From 

• V. l. Lcnin, Collected Works, Vol. 37, p. 358. 
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I don he wrote: "Ií we could spend thc summcr on the Volga!" 
,on h ' mountains of s ... vitzcrland, sun, snow and toboggans 

In t e · R · " H f k f · d d him of "a fine winter day m uss1a . e o ten spo e o 
renun e · · y J · f h d · 's open spaces of lus nat1vc o ga reg1on, o t e rugge Rus.s1a ' . . 

t . of Siberia. A nel,·spaper nem on thc product1on of Che-
beau ) , 'h d 1 . ¡· 1 . t 
h .• Tltree Sisters at the Art 1 eatre arousc us 1ve y mteres , 

k º' s . bo h . . . f 
d ·0 writing to his peoplc, he asked a ut t eir 1mpress10ns o 

an · 
1 

T I ·11 
h · lav. "They act well at the Moscow Art heatre- su 
rep ' .. h h l "* I mber with pleasure my v1S1t to t at t eatre ast vear... . n reme . ' , 

cher letter he wrole that he would like to see Gorky s Lower 
~;ths at the Art Theatre. Again, he .wrote to his mother o~ .the 
pleasure it had givcn him to hear Tcha1kovsky's Symplwme P~thetique 
at a concert that he had attcndcd. Always, wherever he m1ght be, 
Lenin remembered Russia. 

At the Second Congress of the R.S.D.L.P. 

Three vears gained Iskra trcmcndous influence among thc 
R.S.D.L.P·. com~ittees in Russia. Economism was routecl ideologi
cally. The period or confusion and vacillation app.roached its end. 

Having unitcd thc Party organisations in Russia around lskra, 
Lenin proposed the calling of thc Party's Second Congress and 
launched a far-reaching preparatory campaign. Both the prepa
rations for the Congress and the C"..ongrcss itself, he realis~, would 
be attended by sharp ideological strugglc; and he pomted ~>Ut 
repeatedly to thc Russian Marxists l~le importancc of thc co~mg 
Congress and the vital necessity that 1t adopt the lskra progra~c 
and organisational principies. H e madc thorough preparat10ns, 
further to combat Iskra's opponcnts and ali opportunist elemcnts. 

On ,\ugust 15. 1902, in London, Lenin confcrred with represen
tatives from thc St. Petersburg Committee of thc R.S.D.L.P., the 
Russian Iskra organisation, and the >lorthern League of the 
R.S.D.L.P. T his conference set up an Iskrist nuclcus for the 
Organising Committee (0.C.) that was to convene the Second 
Party Co~gress. In November, at Lenin's p~oposal, a c.onference of 
representatives of Social-Democratic comm1ttee~ h.cld m Pskov .set 
up the actual Organising Committee, made up m 1~s overwhelm1~g 
majority of Jskra suppor ters. Undcr Lenin's le~dersh1p, the Orgarns
ing Committee set about cxtensivc preparations for the Congress. 

* Jbid., p. 320. In Fchruary 1900 L«nin was al a performance of 
G. Hauptmann's Fulumarm Htmchtl. 
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Lenin worked out a draft agenda and rules of procedurc for the 
Congress; drew up a draft of the Party Rules, whích he pr<'sented 
to the mcmbers of the Iskra editorial board and to delegatcs arriv
ing in Geneva before lhe date set for the opening of the Congress; 
and attendcd mectings of these delegates. in order to work out 
a common stand. He drew up the plan for the report to thc Con
grcss on che activities of the Iskra organisation and drafted rcsolu
tions on the following questions: on demonstrations; on thc status of 
thc Bund 23 in the R.S.D.L.P.; on the attitude to be taken towards 
thc student youth; on Party literature; on thc economic strugglc; 
on M ay Day; on the international congress; on terrorism ; on 
propaganda; on thc distribution of forces. 

Shortly before the Congress Lcnin wrotc an artide en titlcd, 
"Reply to Critici.sm of Our Draft Programme", explaining thc 
agrarian scction of the Party Programmc. This article was pub
lished in the pamphlct, On X's Agrarian Programme. N. f,enin's Rep!y 
to Criticism of Our Drajt Programme, which was distributed to the 
Congress delegates in licu of a report on the agrarian question. 

The Second Congress of thc R.S.D.L.P. opened cm .Tuly 17 (30), 
and sat until August 10 (23), 1903. It was with the most eagcr im
patience that Lenin had awaited this Congress, of which he had so 
ardcntly dreamed, and which he saw as an event of historie signifi
cance. The Congrcss began its deliberations in Rrussels, but aftcr 
sorne days perseculion by thc Belgian police compcllcd a shift to 
London. In Brussels, for purpos<'.s of secrecy, the Congress sittings 
were held on thc premises of a flour warehouse. The big warehouse 
window was curtained with red. ~founting to the makeshift plat
form, Plckhanov, with decp cmotion, delivercd his opening addrcss. 
Elation filled all hearts in this historie hour. 

Whcreas at the First Congress there had been only ninc dclc
gatcs. at che Second thcre were forty-threc dclegates with fifty-one 
votes, and fourteen váth consultative votes. The dclcgates repre
sen ted lwenty-six Party organisations. Thc Congress agenda in
cluded twenty items, the most important of these bcing: the Party 
Programmc; the organisation of the Pany ( adoption of the Party 
Rules); and election of the Central Committec and of the editorial 
board of the Central Organ. To direct the work of the Congress, 
a burcau (prcsidium) was elected, with Plekhanov as chairman and 
Lenin and P. Krasikov as vice-chairmen. Lenin ·was elected, also, 
to the crcdcntials cornmittcc and to the committees on the Party 
Progran:me and the Pany Rules. From the opening of the Congrcss 
and lo 1ts concl usion, he kcpt a detailed record of its proceedings 
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·hich is of great intcrcst. Lenin vividly described thc work of the 
~ongress and pithily characteriscd thc dclcgates' speeches. 

le was a hard-fought struggle that Lenin and his adherents, thc 
firm Iskrists, had to wage at thc Congress against the Economists, 
che Bundists, che Centrists 2 ' and thc inconsistent or "mild" lskrists. 
who supported 1-Iartov. 

Lenin, and with him the firm Iskrists, fought at thc Congress for 
the building of the Party on the basis of ideological and organisa
tional principies advocated by Iskra, for a solid and militant party, 
closely bound up with the mass working-class movcment-a party of 
a new type, differing fundamenrally from the reformist parties of 
thc Second International. Lcnin and thc Iskrists sought to found 
a party that would be the vanguard, class-conscious, organised 
detachment of the working class, armed with revolutionary theory, 
with a knowledge of the laws of dcvclopmcnt of society and of the 
class struggle, with the expericncc gaincd in the revol utionary 
movement. At thc Congress, Lenin and Plekhanov drew doser 
together. Plekhanov supported Lcnin, though not without vacilla
tion. He carne out against the Economists, as he had bcforc the 
Congrcss, and firmly supported the propositions Lenin had 
advanced in the book Wltat Is To He Done? 

The di.scussion and adoption of the Party Programme aroused 
sharp struggle at the Congress. The opportunists attackcd the basic 
principies of thc \farxist programme. ln particular, the Bundist 
Lieber and thc Economists Akimov and Martynov opposed the in
clusion in the Programme of thc clausc on the dictatorship of the 
proletariat. Thcy were virtually supported by Trotsky, too. )Fot 
daring to protest openly against the inclusion in the Programme of 
the clause on the dictatorship of the proletariat, Trotsky announced 
that the implementation of this dictatorship would be possible only 
when the Party and the working class were "close to identificarion" 
and when the proletaria! constituted " thc majority of the nation". * 
This "vas esscntially a dcnial of the possibility of the dictatorship of 
the proletariat. The firm Iskrists, hcadcd by Lcnin, battled for 
a revolutionary programme, for the clauses on the dictatorship of 
the proletariat, the alliancc of thc working class and the peasantry, 
the right of nations to self-determination, and proletarian interna
tionalism. "In this Programmc," wrote Lenin later, "the question 
of the dictatorship of the proletariat is stated in clear and dcfinite 

* Mi11utes of the Second Co11,gress r!f ll1t R.S.D.L.P., Moscow, 1959, p. 136 
(Russ. ed.). 
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terms, and, moreovcr, is linked up wíth thc struggle againsl Bcrn. 
slein, against opportunism." * Lenin's uncompromising struggle 
endcd in victory. The Congress adopted thc Iskra programme. For 
lhe first rime in the history of thc internacional working-class move. 
menl sincc the death of Yf:arx and Engels, a rcvolutionary pro. 
gramme had been adopted, a programmc in which the strug~le for 
the dictatorship of the proletariat was set clown as thc fundamental 
task of thc party of the working class. 

Thc Programme stated: 
"By rcplacing prívate ownership of the means of produclion and 

cxchange by public ownership and by introducing thc planned 
organisation of thc socio-production process for cnsuring the wdl
being anci all-round developmcnt of ali mcmbers of society, the 
social revolution of the proletariat will destroy thc division oí 
socicty into classes and thereby free all oppresscd mankind, since i1 
will pul an end to ali types of exploitation of one part of socicty by 
the othcr. 

"An essential condition of this social revolution is the d ictatorship 
of the prolctariat, i. e., the winning by the proletariat of polilical 
power which will cnablc it to put do\vn any resistance by the 
exploiters." ** 

Reporling to the Con¡,rress on lhe Party Rules, Lcnin visualised 
thc Party as a militant organisation and its members as devoted 
fighters, rcady cqually for humdrum daily work or for batlle ,., ith 
arms in hand. Ever) member of the Party, Lenin fdt, must answn 
for Lhe Parcy as a wholc; and the Parcy as a whole for its cvery 
membcr. 

The draft Rules aroused heatcd debate, particularly in conn<·c· 
tion with thcir first clause, which defined Party mcmbcrship. Essen
tially, il was a question of what sort of organisalion the Party was 
to be: opportunist or militant; amorphous and liberal, or consi~
tently prolclarian. 

The first clause of thc Rules as Lenin formulated it dcfined 
a Party member as onc who accepted the Party Programme and 
who supportcd thc Party both financially and by personal partici
pation in one of its organisations. This formulation was dcsigned to 
hinder admittance to thc Party for unstable and non-proletarian 
elements and thus to help make the Party a strong, well-organised 
and disciplined body. 

• V. l. J.enin, Cn/lecltd Works, Vol. 31, p. 340. 
** Minulef ef 1111 Secolld Congms qf lfze R.S.D.L.P., pp. 419-20. 
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· g r.01· bis form ulation oí the first el a use of the Rules, Len in Argum i • • 
'd.' ''l t , ·ould be better if ten who do work should not call thcm-

sai · v d ' l ¡· · 1 ') h 
1 

. p rry members (real workcrs on t lunt a ter t1t es. t an 
se \CS a . d . 
1 

e who onlv talks should havc the nght an opportumty to 
L 1a t on . . k " 1 . d " be a Party member."* "It 1S our tas , ie pomte out, ~o 
safeguard che firmness, cor:isistency. and purity of our Party. \\·e 

st strive to raise the calhng and 1mportance of a Party member 
mu ·11h'h "** bigher, híghcr and st1 1g er. . 

'He inseparably bound up the formulat1on of che first clause. of 
che Rules ·with the struggle for thc dictatorship of the proletanat. 

Lenin's principie of Party membership was opposed by Martov, 
and with him by all thc opportunist and vacillating clements 
among the delegates. As formulated by Martov, ~he first clause of 
thc Rules did not require for Part)' membcrsh1p that a pcrson 
belong to one of the Party's organisalioi:is. It demanded onl~ that 
he afford the Party regular personal assistance undcr thc gmdancc 
of one of the Party organisations. With membcrship so defin~d, the 
Party would become an amorphous body, open to opportumst ele
ments. Such a parcy could not lead thc workers lo victory, to the 
seizure of power. Martov's formulalion minimiscd the significancc 
of Party membership; its tendency would be to crcate not a r~volu
tionary, but a reformist parly. 

1n the struggle of thc two trcnds on the q\1cstion of the principies 
of organisation of the R.S.D.L.P. Trotsky sided with Martov and 
other opportunists. At thc Congress he announced that "Comrade 
Lenin's formula must be rejected". *** Trotsky opposed nol only 
Lcnin's draft of the first clause of the Rules, but Lenin's organisa
tional plan of building lhe party, the party of a new type, as 
a whole. 

At the Sccond Congress and later, in the years of thc First Rus-
sian Revolution, Lenin waged an irrcconcilablc struggle against 
Trotsky's opportunist views. In 1908 Lcnin wrotc lo Gorky: "I per
sonally, for example, had had a big fight with Trotsky, a regular 
fierce battle in 1903-05 .... " **** 

Martov's formulation of thc first clause and thc spccches of his 
adherents reflected their views on lhe main Programmc question -
that of th'e dictalorship of the proktariat. To them, the victory of 

* V. l. Lenin, Colleclld Works, Vol. 6, p. 503. 
** !bid., p. 504. 

"'** Minutes ef the Second Congress qf tite R.S.D.L.P .. P· 275. 
***• V. l. Lenin, Colltcled Works, Vol. 34, p. :185. 
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lhc dictatorship of thc proletariat was a matter of the dislant future. 
Likc the Western opportunists, they considered that lhc prolctaria.t 
ought nol to fight for power until it comprised a majority in the popu. 
lation of its councry. Thcy therefore felt no need for the militant, 
revolutionary typc of party withouc which thcre could be no hcgcrn. 
ony of the working class, no vicrory of the dictatorship of the prole
tarial. By a narrow majority, the Congress accepted Marto\. 's 
formulalion. 

Plckhanov defended Lenin's formulation of the first clause, dc
claring chat Martov's formulation opened lhe door to che oppor
tunists. "The truth is on Lenin's side," Plekhanov insisred. 

An important question was that of the organisational principies 
on which lhe Party was to be built. Lcnin sharply condemned lhr 
separatist sland of the Bundists, who attempted to split thc Party 
into nationality groups. The party of a new type, he emphasised, 
was to be founded on lhe principle of proktarian internationalism. 
The Congrcss firmly rcpulsed the Bundists on this point. 

A bitter slruggle ílared at the Congress when il carne to thc elcc
tion of the Party's directing centres - thc Central Committee and 
the editorial board of thc Central Organ. Th.is was a matter of par
amount importance. Lenin maintained that only firm and c:onsis
tent revolutionaries should be elccted to the Central Committec 
and to thc editorial board. The opportunists, for thcir part, tricd to 
get their own fo llowers into thc Party centres. In thc elcction of thr 
editorial board of the Central Organ thc Congress minority, headed 
by Martov. insisted that the old board (made up of six members) 
be retaincd in its entirety. Lenin proposcd that thc ncw editorial 
board be made up of only thrce members. The old board of six, as 
a body, had proved altogether incapablc. In threc ycars it had 
nevcr once met in ful! strcngth. O bviously, thc ediwrial board 
could not contin ue in this way. Thc proposal that the Congress 
endorse thc old composition of the board , Lenin declared, was an 
open attemp t to provoke a clash. Lenin had the support of the delc
gates from thc biggest of the Party committees. In vicw of the fact 
lhal a scction of thc opportunists, the Bundists among them, had 
lcfl the Congress when their proposals were defeated , the balance of 
forces had altercd in favour of the firm Iskrists, who werc now in 
the majority at the Congress. O n this question, thcn, it was Lenin's 
adherents who won thc <lay. 

As the supreme Party institution, the Rules adopted al the 
Second Congrcss set up the Council of the Party, whose function it 
was to r.oordinatc and unify the activities of the Central Committee 
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. f thc Central Organ, and also to renew 
d rbe editonal board. o bership go out of commission. The 

ªhºese bodies should tfih~ir membex·s. two from the editorial board of 
t have iv e mem . d h fif h C;ouncil was to r. the Central Committee, an t e 1 t 

l Organ two irom h e 
che Centra ' . clected at thc Congress. He was t e oun-
rnember Plekhano_v \b"as one of the Council members represent-. an Lemn ecamc 
cil chairm · · · ¡ board of Iskra. · 
ing th~ 'ed1tona consistcnt revolutionaries, who had n~ce1:ed 

Leni~ s. suppo~ters; in the election of the Party's central mmtu-
che maJonty of \Okte B lshcviks [from the Russian word bol-to be nown as o . · 
tions, began . .· Ed J. and the opportumsts, now m 
s/iinstvo, which meaos, mkaJoi:ty -as M. ~nsheviks [from menshinstvo, or 

. ·r . became nown f 
th~ m_mon ~, This s lit among the lskrists was one o the .m~st 
mmon ty-Ed. ]: . l p l f the Second Congrcss. The rn~Jonty 
important pohtic~ :clsu ts od tactics advocatcd by Jskra, wh1le the 
supported the prmc1p es an . 

. . . ·erv<·d to opportumsm. d L . 
minonty S-V\· . • . • • ·n and determine . enm 

The struggle at the Congrcss was ~pe l h. d had at the Con-
. . lling a conversation 1e a .. 

afterwards w1otc, reca ' ,, d 
1 

. "'How opi)ressíve the 
. {" l "C ·ntre e egates. gress w1th onc o t 1e ,e 1' 1 mpla'1ned 'This bitter fight-. Con~rcss 1e co · 

aLmosphcre is at our . . th > other this biting controvcrsy, . l · · t' one agarnst t. , ' 
mg L us agita 10n , 1 d'd thi'no· our Congress ' · d 1 ' "What a sp en l :::. 
this uncomradely att1tu e.... 1 Opinions ha ve been slated. 
is!' l replied. 'A free and ~p.enls~u~Jh: groups have taken shape. 
The shades have bc_en revea e .'. n has been taken. A stage has 
Hands have been ra1sed . . A ,de~10 t ff for me! That's lifc ! That's 
been passed. Forward ! That 5 t e s u · f r intellectuals 
not like the endlcss, tedious wor?-c-h~pp~c~nº ser~~d but becaus~ 
which stops not because the quest1on ~s ' 

they are too tired to talk any ~ore ... d t me in perplexity and 
"The comrade of the 'Centre stare a " * 

. h lders We werc talking different languages .. 
shrugged h1s s ou if. h R S D L p was a turning point rwt only in 

The ~econd Congre~s o t ~ . . . ~kin ·-class movement. It crowned with 
the Russzan but a/so zn lhe world wo g . · R ss;a oif a revolutionary 
. · , · · t ¡ fior the creation m u • 

vzctory Lemn s tttamc s rugg e dijjrl: . · fundamental/y jrom the 
proletarian pa~ty, a party of ª new typ~' ; 'J eiing 

reformist parties of the_ S~con.~/r~::-t~F~l~e Congress líes in the fact 
"The world-h1stonc imp . h ·t· t'on of revolutionary . 1 cess ol t e um ica i . 

that at th1s Congress t 1e pro · 
1 

d d a parly of the Russian 
Marxist organisations was comp cte an 

* V. l. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 7 • P· 317 · 
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working dass was formed on the 'd 1 • . . 
tional principies which were el: b1 eo ogd1cal, pohtICal and organisa. 

"As a orate bv V I L . " * a current of r . l , . . enm. 
" L . po it1ca thought and 

party, cnin subsequently wr~te "Bol h . as a polilical 
1903." ** ' s evISm has cxiSL<'d since 

Al the time of the Second Co f 
of developmem of the \V k' ngrless o the R.S.D.L.P. the trcnds 

b 
or mg-c ass movc . R 

rought to che forc a vital 1 · . 1 . ment m ussia had 
po mea q uest1on - nam l h h 

movement was to accept the ideolo . e y, w et er this 
to fall under che sway of bour coisgYd~f revolut1onary Marxism , or 
of Lenin and his adhercnts th~ .ology. Thanks to the efforts 
revolutionary Marxism 'fh' . is quest1on _was scttled in favour of 

. · e v1ctory of Le ' b ·¡¡· 
creallon of a revolutionarv M . nm s n iant plan for the 
t
. . , arxist ¡)arty a part f . 
ion and d1ctatorship of th 1 . ' Y o social revolu-

Russian and thc internatio~:lro etlana~, showed that in Lenin lh<' 

d 
. pro etanat had a . t 1 . . 

an organ 1ser who would carr , f: l grea t 1coret1c1an 
of Marx and Engels an o t:t u~~ icr the ca~se and lhc teachings 

After the closing of the Su s ª~ mg stratcgist of thc rcvolutio;;, 
Bolshcvik delcgates visited tehcon ~ongress Le~in, with the other 

S 
' e grave of Mar H' 1 tery. oon afterwards he left L ,d • x in •g igate Cemc-

on on to n'-Sumc his work in Gencva. 

One Step Forward, Two Steps Back 

Afi.er thc Congress the struggle within th . 
rcnewed force. Defcated at th Co e Pa1 ty flarcd up with 
thing in their power to sabotae ?grdess'. t?e Mensheviks did cverv-

k d ge lts eCis10ns t d. . . 
wor ' an to gain control f th p , o isorgan1sc Partv 
opp~>rtunists- thc Econom~sts - ~ad arty's .central bodies. The old 
Lenm dcarl)' realised th . p becn routcd; but as f . e arty now had d 1 • ' 
o opportunists, the Memheviks A to ea w1th a new brand 
the Mcnshcviks. Flouting the ' ·ii f n~ Plekhanov now sided wilh 
decided lo coopt to the ed't v~ 1 ob l e Party Congress, Plekhanov 
l k L · 1 ona oard all the fc s ra. enm dcmanded that the Con e . . . ormer editors of 
could not agree to thcir viol t' . f ~s dec1.s1ons be observed. He 

d 
·d d ª IOn m iact1onal 1 t H ec1 e lo resign from the lsk d' . n crests. e thcreforc 

h · Jf · ra e !tonal board d 
imse m the Central Committe h a~ to cntrench 

opportunists. e, t ence to campa1gn against the 

*. 1 lu 70tlt A11ni11nsary Qf tite Second Par! q • 
Commlltet ef A/1ri! 4 1971 ~:f . - ry Co11,,resr. Resolul1on aj' tlu CPS!J C. ! 

** V 1 L. . , • . , • osco\\-. 1913, p. 3 '.Russ. ecl) . , mira 
. . t nm, Colluted Wnrks Vol 31 24 .. 

J • , p. . . 
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Beginning with its 52nd issue Iskra carne undcr Mcnshcvik con
l 'on che pages of this new, opportunist lskra, thc Mensheviks 

~::~ched a venomous campaign against Lenin and the Bolsheviks. 
In the latter half of November Lcnin was co-opted to thc Central 

eorruniuee, to which be soon submitted a draft statement of protest 
against Pl~khanov's co-optation of the ~1enshcvik form~r editors to 
the editonal board of Iskra. In C'arly Deccmbcr Lcmn wrotc an 
open }etter to thc e~itorial board ,?f th~, Mc~sh.cvik lskra, under the 
heading, Why 1 Reszgned Jrom the lskra Editorial Board; but, as the 
editors were too cowardly to publish it, he was compelled to get it 
out himself and sent it to Russia as a separate leaflct, where it was 
reprinted illegally; thc letter was later found by the policc during 
house-searches in different towns. lt playcd an important part in 
cxposing the opportunist tactic.s of thc Mensheviks, their disrupting 
actívity at tbe Second Con¡.,rress of the R.S.D.L.P. and in the period 

aftcr the Congrcss. 
In mid-January 1904, Lenin draftcd an appeal "To the Party 

Membership" , in which he criticiscd thc opportunist views of the 
Menshcvik Iskra. In the Council of thc Party, too, whcre he now 
represcnted the Central Committce, he had to carry on a pcrsistcnt 
strugglc against the .Mensheviks. This struggle grew so straincd that 
he \Nas compellcd t.cmporarily to leavc thc Co11ncil. Obviously, the 
Mensheviks aimed to gain control of the Central Committee as 
well; and of this Lenin warned thc Bolsheviks in Russia, demanding 
that the local Party committees begin preparations for convening 
che Third Party Congress. Lenin was firm and rcsolute no matter 
hO\\. hard the situation was at the time: "We are optimists as 

regards our victory." * 
Dcprived of so important a means for communicating with the 

Party as the nev;spaper had been. Lenin maintained close contact 
with the Party organisations by personal correspondence, writing 
and receiving, at this period, as many as 300 lettcrs monthly. Thus, 
in his determined struggle against the splitting, disorganising activi
tics launched by the :Mensheviks, Lenin was always backed by the 
mass of the Party functionaries. 

The Bolsheviks were faced with thc urgent necessity of exposing 
the Mensheviks' anti-Party activities, their distortion of the facts of 
the struggle within the Party both at the Serond Congress of the 
R.S.D.L.P. and after the Congrcss. This Lcnin did in his book One 
Step Forward, Two Steps Back ( The Crisis in Our Parry), written in 

* V. I. Lenin, Collecúd Works, Vol. 31, p. 243. 

101 



February to May 1904 and ublished . . 
writing this book, Lenin thor~u rhl . ,1.n Geneva '~ May 1904. In 
lutions of thc Second Congrcss g t~ re\ J~\~ed the m~nutes and reso. 
takcn shape at the Gong. , de phoht1cal groupmgs which had e 1 ess. an t e docu l f h 

ommittee and the Council of the Part 25 T men ~ o t e Central 
at the s.ccond Congress of the R.S.D.LYP he .~plit that took.place 
for Lemn, to quote Nadezhda K .. was e~tremely pamful" 
One Step Forward, Two Steps Back h:ut':k:ya .. Workm~ on_ thc book 
thc details of thc struggle at th e p gomg ~ve: m h1s mind ali 
"cost him many a sl~cpless ~ h ongress. This is why thc book 

O S 
r:- mg t and manv a b d d" 

ne tep rorward, T wo Steps Back . . a moo . * 
the strugglc during and ft hpresents a deta1led analysis of 
R S D L p r a er t e Sccond Cong f h 

. . . .. " iocussing the attention of the , res~ o l e 
central pomts: the politic 1 . 'fi . Party mernbersh1p on two 
. " , a s1gm icance of thc di,· . f h p 
m lo a ma¡ori ty" and a " . . ,, \ ts1on o t e artv . rnmontv and th . "fi , 
of principie of the stand tak l ·. ,h e s1gm icancc in point 

· · · en )}' t e ncw Iskra · 
organ1sat1on. By his analvsis of th _ . · . on qucst1ons of 
strated incontrovertibly that the ":e. t'~º .• ~1ucst10ns Len in dcmon
and the "minoritv" th . <lJ0~1ty was the revolutionary 
"m· . ,, h , e opportunist ·wmg of the R S D L P Th' 

monty ad manifested their · " · · · · e 
debate on the first clausc of th P opportun1srn as early as in thc 
the Congrcss, Le~in po·i~ted o~t ~r~ !Zulcs." The principal task of 
on thc basis of the principl d' ia ?ee~ to crea te a real party 
advanced and elaborated ~, alnk orgarlusattonal ideas that had been 

• Y s ra . .. skra's prog d 
were to become thc pro rrammc ramme an trcnd 
º.rganisational plans werc ~o be e~~1¡ ~~nd of thc Party; lskra's 
t1on of the Party". ** e m the Rules of Organisa-

T~is was not to be attaincd without 
Lemn cxposed the opportunist vacilla . a struggle .. ?tep by step, 
ness of thc anti-lskrists and 1 tlons, the pohucal spinelcss-

c 
t 1e unstable " h" ¡ 

ongress. He took up in . 1 ' mars e ements at the F . . part1cu ar detail the. . 
.xammmg the different form l . f ir v1ews on the Rules 

Rules, which had aroused su :~10hns o the first clause of the Part; 
Lenin stressed thc necessitv o~ deated ~ebates at the Congress 
h h d' , un crstandmg the t , h . , 

t. e s ª. mgs of opinion which had come < • .rue e aracter of 
t1ally d1ffcrent undcrstanding of th . out m th1s debate: cssen
and of its role in thc working-cl. e nature of the proletarian party 

Th ass rnovcment 
e debate on the Rules at the Second C . 

was a clash between the adh t f l. ~n?rcss, Lcnin noted, 
eren s o >ourgeo1s-mtcllectual individ-

.: ~· K. Kr~1pskaya, Reminiscenm of Lenin 1979 p 
. l. Lcnm, Collected Works, Vol. 7, p.' 211.'' . 12fl (Russ. c<.I. ). 
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al 
. ...., whose vicw·s and interests were cxpre~sed by the oppor

u ¡5,.., ist wing of the Congress, led by Martov, and thc adhcrents of 

cun letarian organisation and discipline. 
pr~idiculing Martov's proposition that "ezmy striker should have the 
· ht to proclaim himself a Party member", Lenin showed that by this 
n~oposition ~artov at once carried his error to che point of absurd
~v. It was the direct and unquestionable duty of Social-Democ
~;cv co direct all manif estations of the class strugglc of the proletar
iat · including strikes. But that did not mean that every striker was 
a :Oember of the Party. "This example of thc 'striker' brings out 
with particular clarity the differencc bctween the revolutionary striving 
co direct every strike in a Social-Democratic way and thc opportunist 
phrase-mongering which proclaims euery striker a Party .member." * 

Lenin exposed the shamcful conduct of thc Menshcv1ks after the 
Congress, condemning their use of such unworthy mcthods of strug
gle as disorganisation of the Pany's activities, disruption of Party 
work. Describing the position of the nc·w, Menshevik, lrkra as 
opportunism in matters of organisation, Lcnin dcmonstrated that 
this stand was hostile to centralism and strict proletarian discipline, 
that it defended anarchism and organisational looscness and opencd 
wide the doors of thc Party to pctty-bourgeois, opportunist 

clements. 
As a result of the work of the old lskra and of thc Sccond Party 

Congress the Social-Democratic movement had madc a great for 
ward stride: it had attaincd ideological unity, as formulated in thc 
Party Progranunc and the Party resolutions; it had broken away 
from the narrow circle outlook and isolation, and had brought 
together dozens of scattered groups to form a party. And after that, 
Lenin wrote, attempts were bcing made to drag the movement 
back, to des troy thc Part)' , to disorganise the Party's \vork. The old 
Iskra had taught people to wage revolutionary struggle, had been 
an organ of militant l'vlarxism. The new lskra taught the worldly 
wisdom of yielding and getting on with opportunists. The old Iskra 
had earned the honour of being detestcd by the opportunists, both 
Russian and West European. Thc ncw lskra, for its disorganising 
line, was praised by thc most extreme opportunists. 

The division of the R.S.D.L.P. in to "majority" and "minority", 
Lenin showed, was a direct and inevitable continuation of the divi
sion of the Social-Democrats into a revolutionary and an oppor
tunist wing which had long since madc its appearance in other 

* V. l. J.cnin, Collecled Works, Vol. 7. p . 262 . 

103 



counlrics. A characteristic fcature of opportunism is its vagucncs 
dilfusencss, dusi~C'ness. "An opportunist, by his vcry nature, \vi~l 
alw~ys evade takmg a .clear and dccisive sland, he will always seek 
a m1ddlc course, he w1ll always wriggle like a snake betwcen l\\ 

mutually. cx~lusive points of view and try to 'agrce' with both an~ 
reduce h1s d1ffercnces of opinion to petty amendments, doubts, in
nocent and pious suggesrions, and so on and so forth. " * 

The Pany, Lenin taught, is a part of the working dass, ics van
gu~rd, clas~-co.nsci~us an?. organised detachment, thc highest forrn 
~[ ·~ o~g~msat1~n, 1ts poht1cal leader, without whose guiding activi
t1es ll 1s 1?1poss1blc to establish the dictatorship of thc proletaria

1 
and to bu1ld a socialist society. Insistently, Lenin pointed out that 
"the stronger our Party organisations, consisting of real Social
Democrats, thc lcss wav~ring ~nd instability therc is within the Party, 
thc l~ro~der, more vaned, ncher, and more fruilful will be th<' 
Parly ~ m~uencc on the elements of thc working-dass masses sur
roun~mg tt and guided by it. The Party, as the vanguard of the 
workmg class, must not be confused after all with the Cl'lit"' 
1 "** T · ' ' , ' ,, 

e ~ss.. l~c .Party'. Lenm pointed out, is thc amalgamalion of 
sc1cnt1fic soc1ahsm \N1th the working-class movement. 

In_One Step Fo~ward, Two Steps Back Lenin workcd out very 
defin1te standards for Pany life, standards which becamc Jaw for ali 
thc Party's subs~quent activitics. Of thcse slandards, the most im
portant are: stnct observancc of the Partv Rules and a common 
Panr di~cipli~e by al!. P~rty mcmbers with~ut exception; consistC'nt 
appl1cat1on of thc prmc1ples of democratic ccntralism and inncr
Party democracy; utmost dcvelopment of the indcpendent activity 
º'.. the broad mass:~ ~f the Part)' mem bcrship; de,·clopment of criti
cism _an~ self-cnt1c1sm. Further, Lenin considered that Party 
org~n1sat1ons, an?, the Par~y as a whole, could function normally 
~nly on the :ond1t1~m of stnct observance of thc principie of collec
t1ve leadersh1p, wh1ch would secure the Party against thc adoption 
of chance or biased decisions. 

. The ideas set forth in the book form the basis of the organisa
tional struclure and activities of the C.P.S. U. and ali the fraternal 
Communist parties. 

. ~he concluding passage of One Step Forward, Two Steps Back 
v1v1dly demonslratcs the trcmendous importance Lenin attached to 
the organisation of the working class, the great guiding force he saw 

.: V._ L Lcnin, Colleclfd Works, Vol. 7, p. 404. 
lb1d, , p. 260, 
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. the revolutionary proletarian party: "In its strugglc for power 11
h
1 

roletariat has no other weapon but organisation. Oisunitcd by 
t ep .. · h 1 . Id d the rule of anarchic compet1tto~ m l c :>0urgco1s wor , groun 
clown by forccd labour for capital, constantly thrust back. to the 
•1 ·er depths' of utter destitution, savagery, and degenerat1on, the 
~~~etariat can, and inevitably \\ ill, bccome an invincible force 

~nly through its ideological unification o.n the principle~ of Ma~
. m being reinforced by the material umly of organISauon, wh1ch 
:~dds millions of toilers into an army of the working class. Neither 
the senile rule of the Russian autocracy nor thc senescent rule of in
ccrnational capital will be able to wilhstand this army." * 

The Mensheviks were infuriated by One Step Forward, Two Steps 
Back. Plekhanov dcmanded that the Central Committee dissociate 
itself from Lenin's book. The conciliators ir, on the Central Commit
tec attempted to hold up its prinling and distribution. But thesc 
cfforts failed. In Russia, the Party organisations hailed the book 
with the warmcst approval. It was widcly circulatcd among the 
advanced workcrs. Armcd with Lcnin's ideas, the Bolsheviks united 
more closely than evcr, and set to work to improve their forms of 
organisation. 

The Campaign for the Convocation of the Third 
Congress 

The bitter struggle against the Mensheviks undermincd Lenin's 
health. From the opening day of the Second Congrcss, his nerves 
had bcen strained to breaking point. Constantl) agitated, taking 
deeply to heart the Mcnsheviks' intrigues, he became a victim of 
complete insomnia. Over-fatigue compellcd him, in the cnd, to 
drop everything for a rime. Aft<"r a wcck of rcst in Lausanne, he 
and Krupskaya, knapsack on back, set out into thc mountains, fol
lowing wild trails into thc most rcmote rctreats. 

"The changing impessions, thc mountain air, solitude, healthy 
tiredncss and healthy sleep," Krupskaya lalcr recallcd, "were a real 
cure for Vladimir Ilyich. His strength and vivacity and high spirits 
returned to him." ** 

After their trip through the mountains, Lcnin and Krupskaya 
spent August in a little village by Lac de Bré (in the vicinity of 
Lausanne). Lenin took great pleasure in digging in the kitchen-

* V. L Lcnin, Collected Works, Vol. 7, p. 415. 
'** lhid., Vol. 37, p. 659. 
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garden with the Swiss peasant in whose home they lodgcd. This 
outdoor labour restcd him splendidly. v\Tith A. Bogdanov and ).1. 
Olminsky, who were also summering here, Lcnin discussed plans for 
further work. lt was dccided to start publication of a Bolshcvik 
organ abroad, and to launch extensive agitation in Russia for the 
calling of the Third Congress. On hís return to Geneva, in early 
autumn, Lenin moved from the suburbs to new quartcrs, closer to 
thc central part of the city, to David Dufur St., 3, where he lived 
until his departure to Russia in November 1905.27 He now spent 
much time at the library of the Société de lecture, which provided 
exccllent working conditions. The members of thc Society were rare 
visitors at che library, and Lenin had a room cntirely to himself. He 
could pace up and clown, as he was accustomcd, when thinking out 
an article, and takc books from the shelves at pleasurc. There was 
nothing and no one to ínterrupt or hinder hís work. 

In Russia, at this time, a rcvolutionary crisis was brewing. For 
many months now the country had been plunged into thc Russo
Japanese War, which had laid bare ali thc vice, ali thc rotten corc, 
of the tsarist autocracy. Lenin wrotc that rhe shameful end of this 
shameful war was not far off; that it would intensify the rcvolution
ary unrest in thc c:ountry and \·\'ould call for thc most determined 
offensivc measures on thc part of the party of the prolctariat. And 
he worked to prepare the Party for the approaching revolution. 

In view of the tasks facíng thc Party, it bccame more and more 
urgent that the Third Party Congress be called ·without delay. Thc 
Mensheviks persisted in their disruptive activitics. Taking advan
Lage of the vacillations of sorne members of thc Central Committee, 
thc Mensheviks gained control of the Party centres. They were ac
tively supportcd by the leaders of thc Second lntcrnational. 

Lenin exposed the true, opportunist nature of the Russian and 
West Europcan rencgades from Marxism. Thc blow thus dealt to 

intcrnational revisionism was of tremendous assiscance towards tbe 
development of thc revolutionary ·working-class movement the 
world over. 

Although formally united with lhe Menshcviks in a single party, 
the R.S.D.L.P., the Bolshcviks, in fact, constituled an independent 
party and followcd an independcnt, consistently rcvolutionary line 
that accorded with tbe f undamcntal interests of the proletariat, the 
peasantry, and all thc difleren t pcoples inhabiting Russia. l n 
August l 904, a conference of twenty-two Bolsheviks beld under 
Lenin's guidance in the vicinity of Gencva discussed the qucstion of 
the Party crisis and how to end it. The confcrence adopted an 
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eal "To thc Party", written by Lenin, which called upon thc 
app · · r } · d · · f h Party organisat1ons co campa1gn i~r t ie 1mme 1ace conven1.n? o t .e 
T hird Congress, as thc one poss1blc way out of the cns1s. Th1s 
appeal became th: ~olshev~ks ' fighting progr~m.me for Party unit~'· 

In this most cntical pcnod of struggle w1thm the Party Lemn 
had the support of tbe majority of the Party committees within 
R ussia, which launchcd an active campaign for the Congress. In 
September to Deccmber, three regional conferenccs of Bolshevik 
committees (Southern, Caucasian and :Northern) elected a Bureau 
of yfajority Commillees, which, under Lenin's lcadership, began 
practica! preparations for the Third Party Congress. In the autumn 
of 1904 Lenin draftcd an "Announcement of the Formation of 
a Bureau of :\1ajority Committees", which was scnt to the Bolshevik 
Committees in Russia. Lenin wrote: "Our slogan is the fight for the 
Party spirit against thc circlc spirit, the fight for the consístent revo
lutionary line against zigzags, confusion, and a rcvcrsion to Rabo
c!teye Dyelo-ism, a fight in the name of prolctarian organisation and 
discipline against thc rlisruptcrs of organisation." * 

As thc immediate lasks of the Party, Lcnin listcd the establish
ment of ideological and organisational unity among the Bolsheviks, 
both in Russia and abroad; support of the publishing house for 
mass Party licerature organiscd abroad; the struggle against thc 
opportunism of thc Mcnshcviks, who had seized control of the cen
tral bodies of the Party; prcparations for the Thírd Party Congrt".ss, 
and assistance to the local Party committces. Lenin drew the Bol
sheviks' attention to the dangcr of the position that had arisen in 
thc Party and the nccd for thc most resolute strugglc againsl the 
:Mensheviks who were insolently mocking both the Party and the 
principles. "There is a complete split in the Party and there must 
be no procrastination if we do not wish to reconcile ourselves to the 
sacrifice of Party principle to clannishness, to abscnce of principle 
prevailing in the Party for a long time to come, or its being thrown 
back to Economism and the Rabocheye Dyelo approach." ** Lenin 
called upon the Bolsheviks to break decisively with the Mensheviks 
and to convene the Third Congress of the Party without delay. 
"The centres," he wrote, "have put themselves o u L si de the Party. 
There is no middle ground; one is either with the centres or with 
the Party. It is time to draw the linc of demarcation." *** 

* V. l. Lenin, Collecled Works. Vol. 7, pp. 492, 495. 
** /bid., Vol. 43. pp. 150-jl. 

*** /bid., Vol. 8, p. 64. 
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In thc ~truggle_ for the Party ~nd the Party principie, rdying on 
thc cxpencnce of the Iskra. Lenm attached particular importancc 
and devoccd particular attention, to the founding of a Bolshc-vik 
newspaper. "The main thing now is to have such an organ," he 
wrote to thc Bolsheviks in Russia. 
. In early December 1904, Lenin addrcssed meetings in Paris and 
m a number of towns of Switzerland, reporting on the situation in 
tbe P~rty. Thc money collected at these gatherings was used for the 
foundmg of the newspaper. As ~n interesting detail , we may note 
that_ when the Socialist:Revolutionary group in Zurich learned that 
Lenm woul? be speakmg tbere they wrote to their leader, Cher
nov, appealmg for help: "We most urgently request that you speak 
here, and oppose Lenin, who, thcy say, will soon arrive. We will 
telegrnph you when he arrives. Our e...-xistencc hcrc dcpends on 
your eloq u en ce." * 

At a meeting of Bolsheviks, headed by Lenin, held in Geneva on 
November 29 (December 12), the question of founding a Bolshevik 
Par~y or%an was finally dccided. T he meeting endorsed Lenin's sug
gest1on for the name of the ncwspaper - Vperyod (Forward) - and thc 
tcxt of the announcement of its publication. The namc Lrnin 
had choscn for the paper expressed the Bolsheviks' determinatiou 
to pu~h. cvcr forward_ in the work of consolidating thc Party and of 
organ1smg the workmg-class movcment, whereas the Menshevih 
we:e tryin_g lo. drag thc Party back to che outlived stagc of organi
sa~1on~l d1sun1ly and the circle principle. The meeting set up thc 
ednonal board of the paper-Lenin, V. Vorovsky, M. Olminsk) 
and ~- Lunacharsky ~d discussed the articles prepared for thc 
fiz:>t i~sue. ~s V .. Karpmsky, a participant in the meeting, rccalls. 
t~1s fre~ d1scuss1on and frank criticism, a striking manifesta
t1on of mner-Party democracy, deeply impressed thc rank-and-filc 
Party members. 

In "A Letter to the Comrades (With Referencc to the Forthcom
ing Pu~licat~on of thc Organ of the Party Majority)" Lenin strcssed 
thc d.cs1gnal10n of the newspaper Vperyod as an organ of the Russían 
workmg-class movement, and proposed that regular correspondence 
be set up between the Party functionaries and the editorial board , 
so t?at the pa~er would b~ the product of collective Party eífort. 
Lenm was part1cularly anx1ous that worker correspondents contrib
ute to the papcr. He asked the comrades to inform him as to how 
the workcrs had received the news of the founding of a Bolshevik 

* Krainnya Le/,OpÍJ :\o. 1 (22), 1927, p. 35. 
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newspapcr and thc appeal to them to write for it. He considcrcd 
·t highlv important that tens and hundrcds of workers writc directly 
~o thc ·paper, and that they give their addresscs so that Vperyod 
mighc be sent to them. He advised the organisation of subscriptions 
to the paper among the workers . 

Comrades leaving for Russia, ~1. Olminsky was later to rccall, 
would be instructed by Lenin "to make it their particular care thal 
\\orkers write to thc editorial board about the life of the factories. 
To cvery local functionary arriving from Russia, the question was 
put : 'Are thcre workcrs on your commíltcc? And if not, why not?' 

"One day two young committce members, just arrived from 
Odessa, answercd: 

" 'We tried having workers on the committee, but it didn't work 
out.' 

"'Wha t was the trouble?' 
"'\Nhy, they demandcd right off that wc put out leaflets about 

wages and othcr pctty demands in thc di!Terent factorics.' 
"\'Vith what indignation llyich carne clown on thosc young com

mitteemen ! How he lashcd out at thcm, cxplaining that this 
demand of the Odessa workers provcd more than anything else how 
nccessary and hendicial it would be to havr workers among thc 
membcrs of the committee." * 

T he first issuc of Vperyod camc out in Gencva on December 22, 
1904 (January 4, 1905). Thc issue included scvcral articles vffitten 
by Lcnin, among them " The Autocracy and the Prolctariat" (edi
torial), "Good Demonstrations of Proletarians and Poor Argumcnts 
ofCertain Jntellcctuals'' and "Time to Calla Halt!". Lenin stressed 
the fact that "the line of Vperyod is lhe line of the old 'lskra'. In the 
namc of the old Jskra, Vperyod resolutely combats thc new lskra". ** 
Undcr Lenin's guidancc the newspapcr Vperyod played an important 
pare in thc struggle to consolidate thc Party and in the preparations 
for thc Third Congress. 

Lenin's political and theorctical activit:y, his writings of the 1890s 
and the beginning of the 20th century, his resol u te struggle against 
opportunism and revisionist attempts to distort Marxist thcory, his 
struggle for the creation of a party of a ncw type, his creative appli
cation and developmenl of Marxism in thc conditions of a new 
age - a ll this was the beginning of the leninist stage in the development of 

* Reminimrues of Vladimir /Lyich Le11in, Vol. 2, p. 222. 
** V. !. Lenin, Collecltd Work1, Vol. 8, p. 130. 
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Marxism, ir1 the activity of Russian 1\!Jarxists, in the working-class movement 
of Russia, and in the international working-class movement. 

Lcninism, as an international teaching, became Lhe "Yiarxism of 
the twcntieth ccntury, thc Marxism of the modero age. 

The Communist Party of the Soviet Union emerged and dcvcl
oped on thc most firm base of che revolutionary theory of Marx
ism. On thc granice base of this theory thc Bolshcvik Party made 
practica! history, "which'', as Lenin pointed out, "was quite un
equalled in terms of wcalth of experience." Lenin and the Leninist 
Party forgcd by the working class of Russia opened up to mankind 
not only theoretically, but also in practice, the way to socialism and 
communism. 

Lcnin's long years of pcrsistent and courageous revolutionary 
activity had gained him tremendous prestige among the R ussian 
Social-Democrats. Inspircd by his daring plan for the creation of 
the party, thc fincst representatives of the working class, the Bolshc
viks, rallied Lo his side. Thcy were now ready for new battlcs-for 
the approaching revolutionary storm of 1905. 

Chapter Five 

THE FIRST ASSAULT 
ON THE TSARIST AUTOCRACY 

Without the "dress rehearsal" of 1905, the victory 
of the October Revolution in 1917 would have 
been impossible. 

Len in 

T he year 1905 bcgan with cvcnLs that wcre destincd to makc his
tory. On January 3, a strike brokc oul at thc Pulilov Works in St. 
Petersburg, involving 13,000 workcrs. The Putilov strikc was sup
ported by lhe workers of other St. Pctersburg faclories. On January 
7, the strikc becamc general. 

Thc tsarist government did everything in its power to check the 
working-class movement. Police and soldiery-ovcr forly thousand 
mcn - were concentrated in the capital, to tcrrorise thc workers by 
violence and bloodshed and thus Lo squdch the movement before it 
could devclop further. At thc same time, steps wcrc taken to set up 
activity of the Zubatov organisations- bogus workers' organisations, 
subsidised by thc police, designed to divert thc workers from politi
cal, revolutionary strugglc and to direct the working-class move
ment along the reformist path. Particularly active was the Asscmbly 
of Russian Factory Workers of St. Petersburg, with a membership 
of almost nin e thousand, led by thc priest Gapon - an agent of the 
secret police. Gapon proposed that the workers march in proccssion 
to the tsar and present a petition stating their needs. Convinced 
that once the tsar learned of the intolerable hardships the pcople 
wcre sufTering, he would be sure to help thcm, thc workcrs sup
ported Gapon's plan. Thc .Bolsheviks warncd the people that 
nothing could be attained by su ch a pclition; but, rcalising that the 
procession could not be prevcntcd, thcy dccided to march in it 
togethcr \.vith thc workers. 
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The Beginning of the Revolution in Russia 

Early in che ~orning on Sunday, January 9. the workers of S 
Petcrsburg, carrymg church banners, icons and portraits of the ts t. . . ar, 
set out m _proce~s~on to~vards t~e \.Vinter Palace. Ylany had broughc 
along thc1r fam1hcs-w1ves, children, old fo&, all in festivc spirits 
Ovcr 140,000 pcoplc joined in the march. As had been planned 
beforehand, the tsarist government gave the order to open fire on 
the unarmcd marche~s. Ü\'.er -~ thousand were killed and nearly five 
thousand woundcd, m th1s .. dastardly, cold-blooded massacrc of 
dcfenccless and peacef ul people". * 

The tsarist govcrnmcnt had thought, by such bloodshed and vio
Jence, to crush the workers' fighting spirit, to teach the ksson of 
humility and obedicnce. But the government had miscakulatcd. 
The sl~ooti~g do~n . or peacef~l, ,~narmed petitioners clestroyed the 
peoplc s na1ve falth m the tsar s kindness" and "merey". E ven the 
i:iost backward workers now realised that neither appcals nor peti
t10ns could easc the unbcarable conditions in which they lived; that 
freedom ~ould be won only with arms in hand. The allempt to turn 
the workmg-class movement from the path of n:volution ended in 
hop~less failure .. Refore eve1~in~ fdl, barric:ades were bcing thrown 
up JU the . wo~kmg-class d1stncts of St. Petersburg. The peoplc 
bq~an to nse m strugglc against tsarism. 

Le~in rc:sponded lo the January 9 events on the following 
mornmg wllh decp emotion. 

Lenin assessed the workers' \.\.Tathful protcst against tsarist 
bloodshed as the beginning of revolution in Russia. That same day 
Lcnin wrote his anide "Rcvolution in Russia", throbbing with th~ 
hot breath of rcvolution, v.ividly portraying che hcroic struggle of 
the St. Pet~rsb~rg p:oletanat on January 9. "Force against force. 
Street. fightmg 1s ragmg, barricades are being thrown up, rifles are 
c:a.cklmg, guns are r?aring .. Rivers of blood are flowing, the 
c1v1l war for frecdom 1s blazmg up. Moscow and the South, the 
Caucasus a~d Poland are ready to join the prolctariat of St. 
Pctersburg. fhe slogan of the workers has become: Death or frc<'-
dom 1" * * "L 1· th 1 . , I · . ong 1ve e revo ut10n. ,ong hve the insurgenl prole-
tariat !" Lcnin proclaimcd . ' 

On January 9, l 905 the Russian working class receiv<'d 
a momentous lesson in civil war; the revolutionary edueation of thc 

* V. l. J.enin, Collecled Works, Vnl. 8 p. 109. 
** !bid., p. 71. ' 
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roletariat made more progress in this one day than it coul? have 
P d ·11 months and }'ears of drab. humdrum, wretched ex1stence. 
ma e i . . 1 . L . k . l 

CompcUcd to livc as a. poht1ca. cm1g.rant, enm ept m e ose 
h witb events in Russia. reactmg sw1ftly to each new devclop-

wuc 1 · d . 1 H h d mcnt and subje~tinl? it .t~ thorough a~a yslS an appra~sa . e a 
gnised the mev1tabil1ty of re\·olut1on long befare ils outbreak, 

reco, · · ¡ h · 1 A d h d had foreseen that it would mvo ve t e entire peop e. n e 
~:d worked indefatigably to prepare the Pa:ty for the coming so~ial 
battles, in which the working class was destmcd to play the leadmg 

role. 
When the revolulion began Lenin stressed the tremendous in-

fluence that would be exerted on thc world working-class move
ment by the heroic struggle of the proletariat in Russia. "The pro
letariat of the whole world," he wrote, "is now looking eagerly 
cowards the proletariat of Russia. The overthrow of tsarism in Rus
sia, so valian tly begun by our vvorking class, will be the turning
point in thc history of all conntries; it will farililalc the task of the 
workers of ali nations, in ali statcs, in a li parts of thc globe .. , * 

Lcnin's instructive anicles in the Bolshevik press, his numcrous 
Jctters to Party organisations, his conversations with comrades arriv
ing from Russia hdped and guided the Party in the development of 
the revolution. 

Lenin explained the nature of thc first Rus.sian revolution, its spe
cific historical features. In character and objcctivcs, he demon
strated, this was a bourgeois-democratic revolution, aimed al the 
overthrow of the tsarist autonacy, thc abolition of landed proprie
torship and other survivals of serfdom, and che establishment of 
a democratic republic. ~otwithstanding its bourgeois-democratic 
nature, hov·,rever, the lcader and chief motive force in this revol~
tion was the proletariat. lt wa5 supportcd by the pea5antry as 1ts 
ally and the working people of non-Russian nationalities in the 
border regions, more and more of whom wcrc joining in the revolu
tionary struggle. Actually, as Lenin was later to show, thc revolu
tion was in sorne senses a proletarian one; both in the sense that the 
proletariat was its leading force, and in its specifically proletarian 
methods of struggle, most important ámong these being strikes and 
arrned uprising. Only the prolctariat consistently and actively 
revolutionarv, and ruthlcssly uncompromising in its attitude to
wards the a~tocracy-could carry thc revolution to complete victory 
over tsarism; and such victory could be ad1ieved only if the prok-

* lbitl., p. 100. 

113 



tariat gained the following of thc peasantry, if the prolctariat and 
pca.santry acted in closc alliance. 

The spcrific fcaturc dístinguishing the Russian revolution fro1 r l . n ~ar 1cr >ourgcms n:\·olutions ir~ the West lay, as Lcnin pointed out, 
~n thc fact t~at t_h1s was t_h~ hrst peoplc's revolution to takc place 
m the new lustoncal cond1~1ons, when the bourgeoisic had airead) 
become_ a cou~ter-revolut1onary force, and the prolctariat had 
grown _mto an mdcpcndcnt political force capablc of heading the 
revoluuonary struggle against tsa.rism. 

Le~in defined the tasks set before the Party, as thc lcader and 
orgams~r of thc working class, by the revolution that had now 
bcgun. fhe revolution, he pointed out, created new conditions for 
the Party's activities and new ways and means of cducating the 
masses. It was thc duty of the Party organisations to Jaunch broad 
organisational cffort, to cncourage revolutionary iniliativc, unhesi
tatingly LO advance young pcoplc. To carry out its functions as thc 
~anguard of t~'e proletariat, thc Party musL reorganisc its work and 
1ts m~tho~s o1 ~~iass lcadcrship as. demandcd by the new, revolution
ary s1tua!Jon. Thc more the popular movemenL sprcads," Lenin 
wrote, "thc more clearly will the true nature of the diffcrent classes 
stan? revealed and Lhe more pressing will thc Party's task be in 
leadmg the class, in becoming ils organiser." * It was thc duty, the 
fundamental task of rhe \\!orkers' party, he declared, persistcntly, 
?ªY by day, to rally and unite thc forces of the prolrtariat, prepar
mg thcm for open mass struggle, for an armcd uprising of thc cntire 
people LO overrhrow the autocracy. 

A trc:mrndous role in mobilising the masses was played by che 
Bol~hcv1k ~ress and, first and foremost, the newspaper Vperyod of 
wh1ch Lcnm ~vas thc editor. Lenin wrote more than sixty articles 
and reports 1or ~he paper, which were extrcmely popular with 
workers. In workmg out thc tactical line of the Bolsheviks in the 
revolution, Le?in fully substa~tiated the nced for the guiding role 
of ~h_c Part)1 m the preparation and carrying out of an armed 
upnsmg. 

In ~onnc~tio~ with this task Lenin paid particular attention to 
thc h1gh pn~c1pl.es and staunchness of the Party on questions of 
_theory and sc1cnt1fic world outlook. In April 1905 he wrote: "Now 
in ~he cpoch_ or r~volution, evasiveness or lack or principie in theo: 
reucal ~ ucsu~ns is tantamount to utter ideological bankruptcy; for 
now of ali times a socialist req uires a well thought-out and con-

• V. l. L(:nin, Colfect~d Works, Vol. 8, p. 216. 

114 

, Jd outlook. so that he may control the events and not the 
·stent \\ or . 

SI . ,, * 
vents hun. . . h . f 

e · devoted great attention, in that penad, to t e quest1on o 
Lc111n · · f · d struggle by the masses, to the proper orga111sat1on o msur-

arrn: Krupskava ·w1·ites: " llvich had not only reread and very 
recuon. ' ' E ls h d 

• r: llv studied and thought over ali that Marx and 'nge a 
ca1 eiu , . . . b h d d , · about revoluuon and msurrcct1on, ut a rea many 
wnttcn f h 

k 
dealing with the art of warfarc, made a thorough study o t e 

boOS d .. H hd. hníque and organisation of arme upnsmg. e a given more 
teC k ,.** 
thought to tbis than people n?w. . . 

Of particular intercst to Lenm was the expcnence of the Pans 
Commune. This, he felt, must be broug~t to t?e knowl~dge of 
SociaJ-Democratic and advanced workers 111 ~ussia. He _ed1ted for 

ublication in the newspaper Vperyod a Russ1an translauon of the 
~emoirs of General Cluseret, Street Fighting, in which the cxperience 
of the París Communards in barricade fighting is summed up and 
generaliscd, and wrote a preface to thc rnemoirs and a hrief ?i~gra
phy of this farnous general of the Comm un.e. ~I~ Marc~1 :) ~ 18), 
J 905, at a meeting of the Russian colony o( pohtical em1grants m 
Gen~va. Lenin read a papcr on thc Paris Communc. "Jn thc pres-

, ld í. h e " * * * ent movement we all stand on thc shou crs o t e ommune, 

l,cnin remindcd his hearcrs. 

The Third Party Congress 

During the revolution the differences becween the Bolsheviks and 
the 1fonsheviks intensified. The Mcnsheviks' opportunism was 
brought out váth particular clarity by their appraisal of the motive 
forces in the Russian bourgeois-democratic revolution, and ?Y _the 
tactics they adopted. To them, the bourgcoisíe seemed th~ pn~c1pal 
motive force in the rcvolution. This conccptíon \Nas a d1stort1on of 
~farxism . It carne of failure to understand the ncw conditions of 
the class struggle between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie in the 
era of imperialism; of failure to rccognisc the leading role of the 

working class. , . 
The Mensheviks held that the ch1~f conccrn of Soc1al-Democracy 

* !bid., Vol. 8, p. 3 l6. 
** Rr.minisce11ces ef Vladimir Jlyich Leni11 in 5 volumes, Vol. l , Moscow, 1979, 

p. 285 (Russ. ed.). 
*** V. l. Lenin, Cül/PCltd Works, VoL 8, p. 208. 
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an~, thc w~rk,i~g dass ~hould b~ ~o avo~d f~ightening thc bourgeoisie 
hy ex~ess1ve revolutionar~ 7pmt. Ass1gnmg the leading role in thc 
revolul1on to the bourgeo1s1e, the Mensheviks thereby bdittled 
not only lhc role of the proletariat, but also that of the proletarian 
party as lcader and organiser of the masscs. 

Uncompromic;ingly, Lenin combated the opportunist line of ti 
M h ik . lC 

_ens_ ev s, _exposmg _their limited, dogrnatic, hackneycd political 
thmkmg, thcir coward1ce and fear of the revolution their belray ¡ 
o: the interests of che proletariat and the peasantry'. Thc Mensh: 
v_1ks, he wrole, "Jear ... che leading role in the democratic revolu
t1on_, .ªn? ~~cy are terrified at the thought of having 'to conduce the 
upnsmg . l he thoug~t l~rks a~ the. back of their minds only thcy 
do ~ot yct darc ~o vo1ce 1t outnght m the columns of fskra - that the 
?oc1al-Democr~t1c organisation must 120t 'conduct the uprising', tha t 
·~ must not stnve to takc full control over thc revolutionary transi
t1on to the democratic rcpublic." * 

Whilc Lenin a~1d t!1e Bolshe':'iks worked far in advancc to pre
~are the proletanat !or revoluuon, for active leadership in rcvolu
t1?nary_ evcnts, lhc :trorts o[ the Mensheviks werc directcd towards 
d1sarm~ng _th~ workm~ ~lass both idcologically and organisalionally, 
cducatm? 1l m the s_pmt of reformism and adaptation to thc policy 
and taches o~ the hbcral bourgeoisie. Throughout the revolution, 
the_ Mcnsh:v1ks ~ursued this anti-revolutionary, opportunist line, 
which Lenm subjccted to annihilating criticism. 

I_ n his co~structivc _approach to the problcms mised by the revo
lut~~n , Lenm cmphas1sed the trer_nendous ~portance of lhe prole
tanan party .. He demonstratcd, m sharp 1dcological dispute with 
~he Mens~ev1ks, t~at tsardom could be overthrovvn, and a dcmocral-
1c repuhhc ~tablished. only if the struggle of thc revolutionary 
masses was dire_cte~ by a party o~ the \'VOrking class. The hegemony 
of the ~roletanat m the revolut10n and the vanguard rok of thc 
proleta~1an ~a.rty -such was the basic idea which Lcnin maintained 
m ali htS wntmgs and_ in all his activities, which he upheld in im
placable strugglc agamst the Mensheviks. 

The _crisis with_in the R.S.p.~.P. intcns_ified. Therc was hardly 
a qucst1on of tact1cs or orgamsat10n that d1d not arouse furious dif
ferences betwcen thc Bolsheviks and thc Mensheviks in thc local 
R.S.D.L.P. committees. To end the Mensheviks' opportunism in 
matters of organisation and tactics and to work out united tactics 

• V. I. L~nin, Collrcted Work.r, Vol. 8, p. 173. 
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. h roletariat in the revolution, it was cssential that a Party 
tor t e P . d 1 gress be convcned w1thout e ay. 
con · d L · ' ºd TI Bureau of Majority Comm1ttees, un er cnm s gm anee, 

1
e preparations for thc Third Party Congress. In the editorial, 

bcgan . . " · b . L · ··Thc Convening of the fhird Party Congrcss , wntlen ) enm, 

J
• •ad presented a tentative agenda for thc Congress. As the cen-pery . f . . 

tral issue at the Congress. it advanced the quest1o~s o orgamsat1on 
and tactics posed by_ the vast sweep of the revolut1onary movement 
· the country. Havmg mapped out a programme of work for the 
~ngress, Lenin elaborated the basic ideas on tactics which he in
tendcd to present for discussion at thc Congrcss, and drew up draft 
esolutions on all the principal questions to be considered. Also, he 
~rew up a questionnairc designcd to collcct and gcneralise the prac
tica! cxperience of the Party organisations, indispensable for the 
revision of the Party Rules and for thc drafting of thc Congress 
resolutions. The collcctive expcrience of all Party membcrs, Lenin 
fclt was of vital importance Lo thc proper soluLion of the qucstions 
of ;>rganisation and tactics raised by the revolutionary movemcnt. 
He proposcd that all the Party committees, both Bols~evik and 
Menshevik, be invited to the Congress. But thc Menshcv1ks refused 
to participate in the Third Congress. Instead, acting as a bod_y 
cntirely splil away from the Party, they called a congrcss ?f thcrr 
own, in Gcneva. So few dclcgates arrived, howevcr, that this gath
ering was termed mercly a conference. Two congresses- two parties, 
was Lcnin's comment. 

The Third Congress opcned in London on April 12 (25) , 19?5· It 
was attended by delcgales from twcnty-onc Bolshevik comm1ttees. 
Lenin had been accredited by the Odcssa Committee. Elected 
chairman of the Congrcss, Lenin directed ali its work. He spoke on 
the principal items on thc agenda: on thc armcd uprising, on the 
participation of the Social-Democrats in a provisional rcvolutionary 
government, on the attitudc towards the pcasant movement. The 
Congress Minutes record sorne 140 statements and proposals made 
by Lenin. He kept a detailcd diary of the Congress sittings, and, as 
a member of the resolutions committee, drafted and edited resolu
tions and reports. 

The Bolshevik Congrcss mapped out a st_rategic plar~ and rev~lu
tionary tactics for the Party in thc bourgco1s-~cmocr~ttc ~evoh~t1on. 
In substancc, the plan was that thc prolctar~~t, actmg_ m alhance 
with the whole of the peasantry and ncul~ahsmg th_e hber~l bour
geoisic, must carry thc bourgeois-dcmocra~1c. rcvolutto~ to 1ts com
pletion and thus clear the way for a socialist revolut1on. 
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The ~ongress discussed the qucstion of armed uprising thor. 
ou~hly 111 every _aspee!. It adoptcd a resolution, draftcd by Lcnin, 
wh1ch declared _ 1t one of the major and most urgent tasks of the 
Party to orgamse the proletariat for direct struggle against the 
autocracy by mcans of armed uprising. The Congress instructed ali 
Part~· o~ganisations to explain to the proletariat not only the politi
~al s1gnificance, but also the practica!, organisational aspect of the 
1mpending a~n:ied upr_ising, and the pan to be played in the risin~ 
by ma.ss poht1cal stnkes. The Party organisations, the Congrcss 
rcsolut1on stated, must takc energetic steps to arm the proletariat 
and to draw up a plan for the armed uprising and for direct leadcr
ship in it. 

S_peak_ing at thc ~ongress, Lenin sharply criticiscd the oppor
tumst v1ews and acuons of the :\fenshevik ideologists-Plekhanov 
Ma~tov and Martynov. In his repon on the par~icípation of th~ 
Soc1al-Democrats in a provisional rcvolutíonary govermncnt, Lenin 
demolished thc Mcnsheviks' dogma tic arguments against Social-Dc
mocratic participation in such a governmen t. Once the tsarist 
rcgime h~d ?cen ov~rthrown, he demonstratcd, a revolutionary
democrat1c.: dl<:tatorsh_1p of the ~r?letariat and the peasantry ·would 
~ave t~. be set up, w1th ~ prov1s10nal revolutionary governmcnt as 
1~s poltucal o~ga_n. And, 1f conditions '"'·ere favourable, representa
t1vcs of the Soc1al-Democrats must enter this provisional govern
ment, there to combat ruthlessly all attempts at counter-revolution 
and to uphold thc independent intercst-; of the working class in 
ordcr to carry the revolution to its complction. 

Recalling this speech of Lenin's !\-1. Tskhakaya \vritcs: "He 
began his report very simply. \Vrathfülly exposing the opportunist 
thcses propoundcd in the articles of the Mcnshevik Iskra, he 
?PPO~ed t~ese rottc~ Menshevik ideas with firm revolutionary Marx-
1st d1rect1vcs. He illustratcd his thoughts abundantly with factS 
taken fro~ thc history of thc international working-class movement 
and part1cularly from the current struggle of thc workers in Russia 
in the early months of revolutionary 1905. Towards the end of his 
spccch all the delegatcs were standing, listening with breathlcss 
attention, carricd away by the iron Jogic of the thcoretician tribu ne 
and organiser of thc revolution. ' 

"When llyich had finished, there was round upon round of thun
dcrous applausc. Bcfore us stood a great revolutionary, thcorctician 
and tribunc." * 

* H.eminimnm of Vladimir llyich l .enin, Vol. 2, p. 206. 
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· , "Draft Rcsolution on thc Relalions Hctwecn Workers and In-
i..cmn s · o · · " 11 d ls \Vithin the Social-Democrat1c rgamsat1ons ca e upon 

tcllepcrn_at)' to "make cverv effort to strengthen the ties between the 
rile ª1 ' · · · ·n ·d - · Part)' and the masses of thc ~vorkmg c_lass by fra1s15~g ~t11 0

w1 e1 se~-
tions of prolctarians and sem1-proletanans to u

5
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0
a - emocratb1c 

- usness" * Lenin insistcd that worker ocia - emocrats e 
consc10 · n 
advanced to membership o~ the_ local Party centres and thc a -
Part)' centre. \i\!orke~ ,. Lenm po:ntcd out, have the class instinct, 
and given some pohocal expencnce, they soon bccomc staunch 
Ma;xists. On leaming that there. was ~ni~ onc wor~;r. on the ~~; 
Petcrsburg committee, he excla1med md1gnantly, D1sg~,aceful. 
And in one of his specches al the Congrcss he declared, I could 
hardly keep my seat when it was said herc that thcre are no 
workers fit to sit on the committees." *~ . . . 

The growth of the pcasant movemcnl in Russ1a made 1t essential 
that the Parlv formulate its agrarian platform. Now that thc pea5-
ant movcme~t was on the order of thc day, Len in said, the Pan y 
of 1.he proletariat must oílicially dcdarc its full support of this 
movemcnt. I t was the Party's first task to make the peasant masses 
politically conscious, to set up n:volutionary pcasant committces to 
carry through Jand reforms. , 

T he Congress endorsed Lenin's forrnulation of the first clausc of 
thc Partv Rules. It set up a single authoritativc Party centre, the 
Central Committee, headcd by Lenin; and thc Central Committee 
appointed Lenin as its representativc abroad, and also as rcspon
siblc editor uf the newspaper Proleta1y, established by the Congress 
as the Central O rgan of thc Party in place of lskra. 

After the Congress Lenin, with the other delegates, visited the 
grave of Karl Marx, as he had done aftcr thc Second Congress. In 
thc days remaining befare his departure from London, he took the 
delegates, for most of whom this was their first trip abroad, to see 
the sights of the British capital. Then, with a group of delegates, h_e 
left for Geneva. During the bricf stop in Paris, Lenin showed h1s 
comrades places connected with the rcvolutionary str.uggles of the 
French people, and with thcm visited the Pérc Lacha1se Cemetery, 
where the Paris Communards had bccn shot. 

* V. l. Lenin, Collerted Works, Vol. 8, pp. 1-09-lO. 
.,. lbid., p. 411. 
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T~o Tactics of So?al·Democracy 
m the Democrat1c Revolution 

L~nin .attributed the greatest importance to propaganda of the 
tact1cal lme adopted by thc Third Congress and to criticism of th , 
Mensheviks' opportunist tactics. e 
. l~ this a large part was played by the newspaper Proletary, con
t~num~ the traditions of the old Iskra and Vpe7yod. Proletary was pub
l~shed m Gcneva over a period of six months, in which time it car
:1ed somet~ing likc 90 articles and items written by Lenin. Its first 
:~sue contamcd thr~e articles by Lenin devoted to the Congress: 
Report on the Third Congress of the Russian Social-Democratic 

Labour Pa.rty"" (editorial); "The Third Congress", and a note to 
the rcsohmon. Ilow thc Congress \Vas Constituted". It published 
also the most 1mportant of the Congress resolutions, most of which 
had been drawn up by Lcnin. 

The Third C~mg.ress ?eeisions were received by the majority of 
the Party or~anisat1oris m Russia as a militant programmc of strug
gle .for thc v1c1ory of thc democratic rcvolution; thcy scrved as the 
bas1s of the Party's cntire practica! activitv. 

Le.ni~ info~med thc l nternational Sociali;t Burcau - the exccutive 
and 111format1on body of thc Sccond International-about the Party 
Congress that had taken place and about its decision to consider 
the ~ew~papcr Proletary as the Central Organ of the R.S.D.L.P. Th(' 
pubh~ation of the ~ost important C'..ongress documents in Frcnch 
~nd German, orgamsed by Lenin, promoted a correct widerstand
mg by progressive Wcst European workers of the Bolsheviks' tactics. 
W~cn Karl Kautc;ky wrotc in the press distorting the essence of thc 
Third .Co~gress rc.5olutions, L.en~n sent an open letter of protest to 
thc ed1tonal b~ard of the Lezpz.zger Volkszeitung. Addressing himself 
to German Soc1al-Democrats, he wrote: "If you really consider the 
R.S.D.L.P. to be a fraternal party, do not believe a word of what 
the. so-called impartial Germans tell you about our split. Insist on 
seemg the documcnts, the authentic documents. And do not forgcl 
that prejudice is further from the truth than ignorancc." * 

In Ju~e-July 1905 ~,cnin wr?te the book Two Tactics oJ Sociat-De
moc~acy. zn tlu Democratzc Revolution. It was publishcd in Gencva at the 
bcg1~nmg .ºf August. In Two Tactics Lenin set forth the theoretical 
cons~derat1ons ~ehind the Third Congress dccisions, behind thc Bol
shcv1ks' stratcg1c plan and tactical line in the rcvolution. It was 

* V. I. Lenin, Colltrltd Works, Vol. fl, pp. 532-33. 
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. ,ho first elaborated thc qucstion of the specific foatures of the 
J.,erun \\ · · · h h f · · l' · · democrat1c revolut1on m t e cpoc o 1mpena ism, its 
b<Jurgeo1s- h. h h d : , forces and its prospects. Thoughts ""' ich e a set out 
rnot1' e · Co · d e: d . íl . ¡

0 
articles and m specches at the ngress rece1ve pro1oun 

brtC 'i . . T ,.,. . I h. bo k h . d thorough rreatment m his wo i actzcs. n t is o e pre-
an ted a comprehensive substantiation of the idea of leadership of 
sen · d · 1 · A h 
h 

roletariat in the bourgeo1s- emocrat1c revo ut1on. t t e same 
t e P · · .. h · 1 ¡· d d · e he subjected to devastatmg cnuc1sm t e tact1ca me a opte 
~~~ the Mensheviks at their Geneva ~onference, and poi~ted ou_t t~e 
b~sic difference between the Bolshev1k and the Menshev1k tacucs m 

the revolution. 
The Mensheviks attemptcd to bolscer up their opportunist tactics 

by rcfercnce to the bourgeois rcvo!uti<~ns of l~e pase. Dra~in? for
mal analogies between the revolut1on in Russia at the bcgmnmg of 
the twentieth century and the \Vest European bourgcois revolutions 
of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, they maintained that in 
Russia, as in \Vestern Europe, it would be the bourgeoisie that 
would play the leading role in the revolution. That being so, they 
argued, the task of the proletariat and of its party lay in support~ng 
thc liberal bourgeoisie, in urging it on from below; and to anythmg 
more than that, in the bourgcois rcvolution, the proletariat neither 
could nor should aspire. The Mensheviks completely denied the 
rcvolutionarv character uf thc peasantry and the prospcct of its act
ing as one ~f thc real forces in the rcvolution. Lenin scouted this 
anti-Marxist assessment of che charactcr and motive forces of thc 
Russian rcvolution. The Mensheviks, he showcd, cvinced neither 
the abilitv nor the desire to understand the new conditions in which 
the revol~tion in R ussia was taking place. 

A scientific analysis of Russia's socio-economic and política! 
development and of the experience of the world revolutionary 
movement brought Ledin to the conclusion that the bourgeois revo
lution in Russia did not fall into the samc category as the West 
European revolutions of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, 
inasmuch as it was taking place in a diffcrent historical period-in 
the era of the imminent proletarian rcvolution - and at a far more 
advanced stage of the dass struggle hctwecn thc proletariat and the 
bourgeoisie. The Russian bourgeois revolution differcd .fundamcn
tally from all past revolutions in that it was the pr~letanat and not 
the bourgeoisie that allied to itsclf the mass ot peasantry and 
formed its leading force. 

The -Ylensheviks did not undcrstand thc meaning of the concept of 
bourgcois revolution. As they saw it, a bourgcois revolution could 
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be ~f advan~agc only to thc bourgeoisie. Thcrc could be nothing. 
Lcmn explamed, more crroneous than such an idea. The elimina. 
tion of ali sur~ivals of the scrf-owning system, which hampered th<' 
free and rap1d dcvelopmenl of capitalism, was indisputably of 
advantage to the working class. But this could be accomplishcd 
only as a result of the victory of the bourgeois revolution. "The 
more complete, dctermined, and consistent the bourgeois re,·olu
tion," ~enin wrote, "che more assured will the proletariat's strugglc 
be agamst the bourgcoisie and for socialism." * 
. Lcnin showed, furthcr, that in a certain sense a bourgeois rcvolu
t~on was more advanrageous to the proletarial than to thc bourgeoi
s1c; that the bourgcoisie was anxious to rcstrict the seo pe of th<' 
revolution, to confine it within the framcwork of constitutional
monarchist law. lt was to the interese of the bourgeoisic that the 
monarchy, and with it the en tire feudal state machinery - courts 
police, standing _army-sh~uld not be smashed complctcly, that the; 
be prcscrved so far as poss1ble, for they would be needed to light the 
workers and to defend bourgeois priva te property. I t was to the 
advantage of Lhe bourgeoisie that thc bourgeois dcmocratk 
transformations be accom~lished as slO\vly as possible, that it come gra
dually, by means of caut10us reforms and not by mcans of revolu
tion. The working class, on the othcr hand, would gain more if the 
essential. mcasures in the dircction of bourgcois democracy wcr<' 
accomphshcd by revolution rather than reform; if thc monarchv 
ªº?. its !nstitutions w~re removed from the nation's body by way ~f 
swif t, d~rcct amputat1on, which would do completely away with the 
old pollee autocracy. But to achieve this the \\rorking class muse oc 
the most active of thc revolutionaIJ; forces. 

"Marxism," Lenin wrotc, "teaches thc proletarian not to keep 
aloof from the bourgeois revolution, not to be indifferent to it, not 
to ~l~ow the leadership of the revolution to be assumcd by the bour
gco1s1e but, on the contrary, to take a most energetie part in it, to 
fight most resolutely for consistent proletarian democratism for thc 
revolution to be carricd to its conclusion." * * ' 

Lcnin held that thc victory of a bourgeois-democratic revolution 
in whicl~ th: prolctariat played the leading role and was the princi
~al moti.ve force sh~uld result not in a dictatorship of the bourgcoi
s1e, but m a revolut1onary-democratic dictatorship of the proletariat 
and peasantry. Only such a dictatorship of the two revolulionary 

* V. I. Lt:nín, Collected 1'Vnrk.r, Vol. 9, p. 50. 
** lbirl., p. 5~. 
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ld put a complete cnd to tsarism and crush the resistance 
lasses cou · · · d · ld h e 1 downers and the b1g bourgc01s1e. An 1t wou ave to 

of che an .. 
militarv force on the armed masscs, on an upnsmg-nol on 

:c~Y.tººti'ons "l~wfully;, or "peaceably" cstablished. 
1nsu u · d · d' hi 

Th 
olitical organ of the revolutionary- emocratic 1ctators p 

e P · · 1 1 · 
f l P

roletariat and peasantry would be a prov1S1ona revo ut1on-
o ne M h ik , vernment, backed by the armed people. The ens ev s 
af\ go · · · · · · · l l · sed Social-Dcmocrauc part1c1pat1on m a provis10na revo u-
opPo d . . . . h · ary governmcnt. They regarde paruc1pauon m suc a govern-
uon · l L · 

t as something vcrv like bctrayal of the workmg e ass. enm, 
men - , . . . 1 'bl 
011 

the contraI]', considered such part1c1pat.1on not on y poss1 e, 
bue-in favourable conditions-n~ccssary, a~ 1t would lcnd the gov
ernment the will and the resolut1on to pul mto effcct ali the demo
cratic demands of the worker and peasanL masses, to carry the revo-

lution to complction. 
One of Lenin's great accornplishments was his th.eo:y of deve~op-

mcnt of bourgeois-dcmocratic revolution into sociahst revolution, 
hased on Marx's well-known thesis concerning unintcrrupted revo
lution and the combination of proletarian rcvolution and peasant 
war. Approaching :Ylarxisrn creatively, Lenin dcvelopcd this thcs~s 
as dictated by thc new historical conditions, and advanccd strateg1c 
slogans dcfin,ing ehe tasks of thc first and the second stages of the 

revolution. 
"The proletariat musl carry tite <~errwcratic reuolution to complet,ion, ~llying 

to itseif the mass oJ the peasantry m arder to crush the autocracy s resistance 
by force and paralyse the b~urgeoisi~'s in~tability. Tite proletaria~ must 
accomplish tlze socialist revolutzon, allywg to itself tlze mass .ºf. ,the s~mi-prole
tarian elements oJ the population, so as to crush tJze bourgeome s resistance b! 
force and -paralyse the instability of tite peasantry and the petty bourgeoi-

sie." * 
Lenin defended and developed the thcory of socialist revolution 

in the struggle against Russian Mcnshcviks and West .Eu~opean 
opportunists who denied thc leadership of the ~roletanat m the 
bourgeois-democratic revolution and' its alli~nce w1th the peasantry. 
Lenin's theorv of the socialist revolut1on completcly refuted 
Trotsky's and 'Parvus' theory of "permancnt revolution" .in whi_ch 
bourgeois revolutionary spirit and advcnturism wer.e c~mbmed w1th 
Menshevism masked by Leftist phrascs. Lack of fa1th m the powers 
of che working class, denial of thc rcvolutionary. role of tl:e peas
antry, and skipping over the bourgcois-democrat1c stagc ol revolu-

* !bid., p. 100. 
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tion -this is the essencc of Trotsky's thcory of "permancnt revoJ _ 
. "T k' · u tlon . rots y s opportumst slogan "No tsar but a work .. ,...,• ,, ' '"''..) 

govei:nment mcant that ~he co~lapse of tsarism could bring the 
:vorkmg class Lo power 1mmediately. But if the peasantry, as 
frotsky thought.' would not follow the working class, the working 
class could stay m powcr only on condition that the socialist rcvolu
tion tri~mphcd in the West and with the support of the forcign 
proletanat. 

T/ie ideas set forth in Len in' s "T u:o T actics" were a new contrihutio11 to 
Marxism. Thry retain to this day their political and theoretical importance to 
ali. th~ revolutionary porties of the world in the struggle Jor demccracy and 
:,oaalzsm. 

Two Tactics, appcaring on the upgrade of thc revolution, was 
enthusiastically rcccived by the Party organisations in Russia. Thc 
book was distributed throughout the counlry. In the course of 1905 
i~ was twice .reprimed within Russia in 10,000 copies, a huge cdi
t1on at the time. 

In Revolutionary Russia 

The revolutionary strugglc in Russia was steadily gaining 
momen~ui:n, che flame of revolution spreading thc country over. 
The activ1ty of thc masscs, Ied by the Bolsheviks, becamc more and 
more energctic, and more and more political in character. 

The c?urse ?[ rcvol~1tionary dcvelopmcnt borc out the stratcgy 
and tacucs .wh1ch Le.nm had worked out for the Bolshevik Pany. 
The revol~t1on was h1story~s first test of the vitality of Lenin's thesis 
?º the al11ancc of l~c workmg class and thc peasantry, of his teach
mg on ~he leadcrsh1p of thc proletariat in the bourgeois-dernocratic 
revolut1on. 

A maj~r advance in the development of the revolutionary move
~ent a~amst the autocracy was the mutiny on the battleship Potem
km, . wh1ch set off a series of revolts in the armed forces. This 
~utmy, Lcni? wrote, signified. the open transition of a part of thc 
army to the s1dc of the revolut1on. It was of tremendous importance 
as the first attempl to form the nucleus of a revolutionary army. 
Unfortun.atcly, thc mutiny on the Potemkin was put clown. 

Prepanng the wor~ing class for armed uprising, Lcnin urgcd 
upon thc Party orgamsations the need for serious study of the mili
~ary art, and for thc formation of hundreds and thousands of fight
mg squads. He attached particular importance to the formation of 
armed detachments in the big citics and their working-class 
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H cressed the necessity of organising thcse detachments, 
burbs e 5 f h' d · su . · thcm with whatever carne to hand, o teac mg an tram-

f arming · · h Co b Co -? h In a lettcr \'\'ntten m October 1905 to t e m at m 
10~ t cmf. the St. Petersburg R.S.0.L.P. Committee, he outlined 
n11ttee 0 · · O h. · t 

d meaos ofpreparation for an armed upnsmg. n is ms ruc-
ways an · h 1 ¡ p · tío s . ilitarv groups were formed m l e oca arty orgamsa n 
uons, m .. r f Th 
to arrange for the acquisition and manu1actdure .º .weapons. he 
Bolsheviks launched extensive prop~ganda an ag1tat1on among t e 
soldiers and sailors, and began to 1ssue newsp~pers for the troops. 
There were more than t\venty of these, ~f wh1ch the best .known, 
Kazarma (Barracks), receiving dírcct gmdance from Lenm, had 
a circulation of sorne 20,000 copies. . 

Lenin attached great importance to the drawmg of you~g people 
into the revolutionary struggle and to thc party's ':"'ork w1th the~. 
J n his anides "The Tasks of thc ~e~olutionaIJ'. Youth,,, 
"Anti-Militarist Propaganda and Young Soc1alist Workc.r~ Lcag~es , 
"Thc Student :Movcment and thc Prcsent Pol1t1c:al S1tua-

t. n" and others Lenin urgcd Cornmunists to take an active part ín 
10 . • d 

thc vouth movement, including thc studcnt movement, to mtro uce 
the ,ideas of scientific socialism into ít, to help young ~copie w~rk 
out a clear, integrated socialist outlook, to fight a~amst the m
llucnce of Right and "Left" elements, and Lo rally It around the 
working class. . . 

By the autumn of 1905 thc revolutionary .n:ioveme~t m Russ~a 
had attained unprecedcnted power. The po1Jt1cal strike call~d. m 
Octobcr spread throughout thc country, in~olving. over two m1lhon 
people of whom nearly a million wcre mdustnal workers. The 

' ' D · h J t" "Long live thc strike slogans were, ' own w1t t 1c autocracy. , 
democratic republic!" . 

Lenin described che closing months of 1905 as a pcnod of revolu-
tionarv whirlwind. The all-Russia strikc was growing into armed 
upris~g. Lenin wrote elatedly: "The nationwide strike ... r~ach~d 
its clímax. The mighty arm of the proletariat, which was ra1sed .m 
an outburst of heroic solidarity all over Russia, brought the entire 
industrial commcrcíal and administrative life of the country to 

' h "* a standstill. It was the lull beforc t e storm. . 
The general political strike was. a new form of,proletanan strug

gle, unprccedented cither in Russ1a or abr?ad. 1 he peasa~t move
mcnt, too, spread as never beforc, cmbracmg ?':'er .one-t~1~d of all 
uyezds. Thc working people of all thc nationaht1cs mhabitrng Rus-

• V. ]. Lcnin, Collected Works, Vol. 9, pp. 427-28. 
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sía wcrc inspircd .by the rcvolu.tionary cxamplc of the Russian peo. 
ple. T n the ~kramc, Hyel~russia, Poland, the Baltic provinces, thc 
Transcaucas1a, Central Asia and othcr border arcas of tsarist Rus. 
sía, the working people waged a heroic struggle against the 
autocra~y and the landowners. The Russian proletariat, led by the 
Bolshev1ks, wholehcartedly supported the national liberation movc
mcn t of the peoples of che Russian empire. 

In the course oj the general strike the proletari.at in Russia set up the 
world'~ fírst "!~s proletarian political orgmzisations, the Souiets of Workers' 
Deputies. ?ngmally founded to lead che strike strugglc, many of 
these Soviets bccamc organs of the revolutionary movement as 
~ whole. During October and ~ovember 1905 Soviets were set up 
m many towns and working-class centres and became organs of thc 
armed struggle of thc masses, the embryo of a new, revolutionary 
PO\·\ICr. In latcr years, in working out the question of the 
state form to be assumed by the dictatorship of thc prolctariat 
Lcnin bascci his conclusions on the experience gained in the revolu~ 
tion of 1905-07 and on lhc work of thcse fir~t Soviets. 

Len in 's first appraisal of the Soviets as organs of revolt and as th<' 
cmbryo of a new, revolutionary power 'Nas set forth in his pro
gramrne article "Our Tasks and the Soviet of vVorkers' Deputies (A 
Lettcr to the Editor)", written in mid-Novcmber 1905. Lenin 
rcgardcd the S?viet as thc embryo of an all-Russia political centre, 
deeply rooted m the people and enjoying che confidence and sup
port of the broad masses. 

Substantiating the idea of the leadership of che proletariat and its 
alli~ce with thc pe:isantry, Lenin paid exccptional attention to 
workmg out the tacucs of a "Lefr bloc" , the creation of a united 
front of thc Left, of ali democratic forces capable, with the leader
ship of the. prolctariat, of waging a revolutionary struggle against 
thc oppress1on of landowners and capitalists. He stressed that " thc 
prolctariat cannot achicve victory if it does not win the majority of 
the population to its side". * 

Attacking ~onspiratorial, Blanquist methods of struggle, Lcnin 
repcatedly. pomted o~l that the revolution in Russia was a popular 
one, that 1t was carned out by the people, that is, the proletariat, 
~he pcasantry, and the broad sections of the revolutionary-democrat-
1c front lcd by the prolelariat. Thercfore the taclics of the "Len 
Bloc", Len in stated, were cssential for the working class and ils 
party. 

* V. l. L<·nin, Co/ücted Wnrks, Vol. 30, p. 265. 
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. 1 d to return home. He passionately dreamed of the 
Lcntnh onghee \vould be able to speak not from the "hateful 

. e w en , G 
11111 d' f n exile" "not from the cursed remotencss of Tcneva, 
·· broa 0 ª ' · h f M · ,t t"ngs of thousands of workers m t e streets o osco" 
b t ac mee 1 • f h R . 
u S Petersburg, at the free village mecungs o t e uss1an 

and t. · k h h · · 11 ' hiks' •" * At che height of the general stn e e ene us1ast1ca y 
·rnuz · • ' · · fi 1 ' ·\ ' h . "~lv word our revolution in Russ1a is a me one. v e ope 
wrotc · " / ' . · · h k bl 

there soon - thmgs are headmg that way wn remar a e 
to return 

d ''** ~~· d Lenin arrived in St. Petersburg on Novcmber .s. (21 ) ,. 19~5, an 
· diatelv launched vigorous revolutionary act1v1ty, dircctmg the 
unme , B 1 1 .k . 

k Of the Central and St Pctcrsburg o s 1ev1 comm1ttees, wor · · . 
addrcssing meetings and conf eren ces . in . St. .. Peters~urg 
and in Moscow, conferring with Party funct1onancs, wnt1:1g art1~les 
for the Bolshevik press. Under his leadcrship, the Bolshcv1ks carned 
bn energetic preparations for an armcd uprisi:1g. . 

On his first day in St. Petcrsburg Lentn met L. Krasm, 
a rnernbcr of the C.C., and other Party functionarics at a secret 
Bolshcvik meeting place. On the sarne day he visitcd the Preobra
zhensky Cemctery, where thc victims of "Bloody Sunday" lay bur
·cd to bow his head in grief over the graves of St. Petcrsburg 
l ' kº prolctarians. Lenin's heart beal high with love '.or the .·wor rng 
pcople. Thc people's suffcring and gricf were lus ~uffenng an~ 
grief; the people's struggle for frecdom and happme..ss was h1s 

strugglc. . 
In the evening, at an enlarged meetmg of the St. Pete~burg Bol-

shevik Committee, Leuin defmed the tasks of the Party wnh respect 
to the Soviets-a question on which, at that tim~, not ali memb.ers 
of the Party wcre quite dear in their minds. Lenm ~ut th~ quest1o:i 
very clearly. The Party, he said, m ust guide thc Soviets, .direct ~hell' 
activit:y; but it must not substitute itself for them, nor d1ssolve 1tself 

~ iliem. . 
On che following day, ~ovember 9, Lenin called a joint meetmg 

of the Bolshevik members of the editorial board of t~e lc?al 
newspaper Nova}a Zhizn (New Lifc) and the local ~arty funct1?nanes. 
He now headed the editorial board, and Novaya Zlm:,n became 1~ effect 
the Central Organ of the R.S.D.L.P. Lcnin enlisted as contnbut?rs 
sorne of the Partv's fincsl writers, among thcm such outstandmg 
Party publicists ~s :vL Olminsky, V. Vorovsky, A. Lunacharsky, 

* lbid., Vol. 8, p. 288. 
** Jbid., Vol. 3'1, p. 360. 
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V. Bonch-Bruycvich. Maxim Gorky was an active contributor 
J h 1 d h 

. , and 
great y e pe t e paper financiallv as well Circulation rose al . · · rnost 
to 80,000 copies. 

This was the first expcrience of a legal Bolshcvik newspaper el 
1 d 

. 
1 

p ose. 
y connecte w1t l arty. organisations and revolutionary workers 
~nd cxcremely popular with them. The list of foreign contributors 
mcluded: Rosa Luxemburg, Karl Liebknecht, Marccl Cachin, Paul 
Lafargue and others. 

The papcr:s editorial offices on Nevsky Prospekt wcre uscd as 
a sec~et meeting place for Party comrades, and also as premises for 
mcetmgs of thc Central and the St. Petersburg commit
tc:s. lt w~s hcre that Lenin and Max}m (_}orky ~rst met. Recalling 
tlus occas1on, M. Andreyeva, Gorky s w1fe, wntes: "Lenin carne 
out of one of the back r~oms and strode quickly to mcc-t Gorky. 
Thcy shook hands lengtluly. Lenin was in high spirits. Gorky, as 
always when embarrassed , spoke in an even deepcr bass than usual. 
Over and ovcr, he repeated : 

'"So this is what you're like .... F ine, fine! I'rn very glad, VCI')' 
glad.'" * · 

In the evcning they met again, at a sitting of thc Central 
Committee. 

Lcnin wcnt into evcry aspcct of the work connectcd with the 
publication of .Novaya _Zhizn, and ~vas a frequent visitor at the print
sh~p. He rcad ev:-ry lmc. t? be pnntcd in the papcr. from important 
a~trcles to lhc ?ne~est of 1tcms. The main material, as a rule, was 
d1scussed at cd1torral conferences. H is own articlcs, too, werc read 
~t the~~ confrren_c~~ and -as a:ways-he turned a ready ear to any 
suggest1ons or cnt1nsm that h1s comrades had to oiler. "G<·neralh 
spc.akin,?," ~unacharsky writes, recalling their joint work on .Nova_}·~ 
Zhz<,n, Lcnm was always strongly in favour of colkctive effort in 
th<· tru<' sensc of the term; that is, all of us putting our heads 
together to ~~rk ~ rou.gh draft in to a finished cxposition." * * 

Under Lcnm s ed1torsh1p the paper exertcd tremendous iníluenc<' 
on the li~e and work of the Party. Articles by Lenin appeared rcgu
lar~y on .. ~ts pages. On. N~vember 10, it star ted publication of thc 
art1:le,' fhe Reorg~msat10n of the Party", the Grst to come from 
L~nm s pe~ aftcr h1s rcturn from abroad. 1mpatient, as always, 
oí. dogmat1sm and stcreotype, Lenin made it clear that in 
tlus new, rcvolutionary period it would be mistakcn for the Party to 

• Reminüctnces oJ Vladimir l{;ich Lenin, Vol. 2, p. 225. 
** /bid., p. 199. 
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fi 
·rsclf to its old mcthods of work. He called for a radical 

con ine 1 · f h anisation of the Party's work, takmg full advantage o t e pos-
:~~~~ies for open, ~egal ~ctivity that had hccn gained by the 

·al política! strike of October 1905. The Party, he wrote, 
genc1 · h 
h 

ld recruit ncw membcrs more frccl}, parucularly among t e 
s ou . d d . . 
· kers · rhe elective principie should be mtro uce m settmg up 
wM • b 
Party organs; and, while the underground Party app~atus must. e 
preserved, legal and_ semi-legal Pany organs and affihated orgarnsa-

tions should be built up. . . . 
T he new conditions of Party work, m wh1ch the d1fference 

betwecn the illegal and thc legal prcss was bcginning to disappear, 
brought sharply forward thc question of Party literaturc. In this 
connection Lenin wrote his famous article, "Party Organisation and 
Party Literature", which appearcd in Novaya Zhizn on _November 
\3 . The importance of this article cannoc be overest1mated. 1t 
advanced and substanliated thc principie of the Party spirit in liter
alure, subsequcntly to become a guiding principie for all progres
sive writings. To thc socialist proletariat, Lcnin wrote, literature 
cannot be a means of enriching individual groups or persons, can
not be a prívate affair, indepcndcnt of thc common cause of 
the working dass. It must bcc:ume a part of thc common proletarian 
cause, inseparable from the Pany's organiscd, planned. work . 
To be sure, Lcnin explained. litcrature is lcast of all subjcct to 
mcchanical adjustment or levclling; hcrc greater seo pe must un
doubtedly be allowcd to personal initiative and individual inclina
tions, to thought and fantasy, form and content. This, however, 
does not refute the proposition that litcrature must by all meaos 
and necessarily be firmly linked with Parry work. 

Lenin exposcd the servitors of capital who hypocritically laude? 
"freedom of the press·· in bourgeois society. He showcd that th1s 
notorious freedom is no more than a bourgeois or anarchistic 
phrase. T he so-called frcedom of the writer, artist, or actor in capi
talist socicty is simply maskcd dependcnce on the money-bags, on 
bribcry. To this hypocritically free litcrature, in reality linked to 
the bourgeoisie, the socialists oppose a really free literature, openly 
línked to the prolelariat. . 

l n all, thirteen articlcs by Lcnin appearcd in Novaya :(hizn. T?c 
papcr existcd a little over a month. 1 t was suppresscd. by thc tsanst 
government on Decembcr 2. On Dcccmbcr 3, Its last,. 28th 
issue, appeared illegally. But the Party coul~ not work w1thout 
a newspaper. In the spring of 1906 the Bolshev1ks_ began ~o put out, 
in place of }./ovaya .?_hizn, a ncw legal papcr of wh1ch Lcnm was fac-
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tually thc editor. Thc new paper appearcd under various names· 
Volna (Wavc), Vperyod (For ward), Ekfto (Echo) . In July it too wa; 
suppresscd. 

In mid-Nove~bcr 1905, Lenin delivered a rcport, "A Criticisrn 
of the Agrarian Programmc of the Socialist-Revolutiona 
Party", at a meeting of St. Petersburg Party functionaries. Thry 

L · > fi · IS was . enm s irst opporturnty to address so large an audience within 
R ussia. The hall was filled to capacity, and Lenin 's appearance on 
thc platform was met with a thunder of applause. But his repon 
was interrupted by the police, and was completcd only severa) days 
later, in a privatcly owned school-house. 

A dcvclopmcnt of great importance to the further .activities of thc 
Bolshevik organisations was the first Bolshevik conference, hcld in 
Tammerfors, Finland, in mid-Dccember 1905. 

Lenin was elccted chairman of the conferencc. He dclivered two 
reports : on the current situation and on the agrarian qucstion. The 
confere~1ce passed thc resolution on thc agrarian cp1cstion moved 
by Lcnin. A nurn ber of amcndments, neccssitatcd by thc devdop
mcn t. of lhc revolution, were introduced inlo t.he Party's 
agranan programmc, and a decision was taken on the restoration or 
Party unity. The Central Committee was instructed to convcne 
a unity congrcss of the R.S.D.L.P. 

A most importan l place in the Revolution of l 905-07 is held by 
the Deccmber armed uprising in :Vfoscow. An outstanding role in it 
was playcd by the Moscow Soviet and the district Soviets of 
Workers' Dep.utics led ?Y the Bolshcviks. They consistcntly pur
sued a r~voluttonary pohcy and acted as the militant organs of thc 
leadersh1p of the uprising. 

On Deccm ber 5, a confercnce of the Moscow Bolsheviks unani
mously resolved to declare a general strike and commencc armed 
struggle. On December 7, barricade fighting began bctween the 
Moscow workers and thc tsarist troops. Almost a thousand barri
cades wcre put up in the city streets. For nine davs the ~foscow 
workers banled heroically, with arms in hand. ' 

At thc confcrence of the Central Committee mcmbers, the Mili
tant and thc Unitcd Military Organisation,w hcld on D ecembcr 
1? and allcndecl by Len in, the St. Petersburg Bolsheviks 
d1scussed ways and means of assisting the Moscow workcrs . Thc 
~onfen:nce outlined measures to prcvcnt the dispatch of troops from 
St. Petcrsbur.g to Moscow. Jt was dccided to blow up the tracks, 
therc~)y holding up thc troop trains. But. ali attcmpts to prcvcnt 
thc d1spalc:h of troops to Moscow failed. The government succeeded 
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in off the Semyonovsky R egiment and also a numb~~ of 
in send ~ ts with orders to suppress the Moscow upnsmg. 

h . regunen ' e l d 
ot e'. 

16 
Deccmber the superiority of the governmen~ iorces 1a 

By b · The Moscow Committce of Bolshcv1ks and the 
me 0 v1ous. d · · 

beCº . Co rninee of the Moscow Soviet passcd a eclSlon to 
E ecuuve m . . d e h. d 
,x · · g in arder to retreat m an orgamse ias ion an 

end the upnsm . 
eserve the revolut1onary forces. . 

pr , d uprising of the Moscow workcrs was defeated, but its 
1hc arme . · h. h 

. ·fi ce was tremendous. For the first ume m 1story t e revo-
s1gni ican 1 h h t · ry struggle had attained such deve opment, suc power, t a 
hiuona . . . ·k · 

d uprising was conJomed w1th mass stn e action. 
anne T r · · " L · al In his articlc "Lessons of the .Moscow u pnsmg emi:i gencr . -
iscd its cxperience, analysed the causes of d~fcat and outlme? bas.1c 
tactics by which the Party and the prol~tanat should. be gmded m 

eparalion of an armed uprising and in 1ts conduct. First, arms must 
pr ' 1 · d h be taken up more resolutely, and it must b~ cxp ame to t e masscs 
that a peaceful strike alone was not suilic1cnt, that armcd struggle 
was nccessary. Second, an active fight must be waged for the 
troops, to win over wavering units-, Third, it .was necessary not to 
confine oneself to the tactics of barncade fightmg but to proceed to 
thc tactics of guerrilla warfan:, by small detachments and squads, to 
pursue offensive tactics. 

Relying on thc well-known statement of Marx and Engels. that 
insurrection must be treated as an art, Lenin comprehcns1~ely 
claborated this idea in connection with the ncw historical situation, 
thc new conditions in which the proletarian struggle now 

found itself. 
Throughout the revolution the Bolsheviks, led ?Y ~enin, waged 

an implacable struggle against the_ Cacle~ (Consututional Democ~ 
rats) - the party of compromise w1th tsansm who called for petty 
reforms to "pacify" the peoplc. . . . . . . 

"The proletariat is fighting, the bourgeo1S1e is stealmg. 1ts way 
into power. The proletariat is shattering the autocr~cy by its strug
gle; the bourgeoisie clutches at the sops thrown to 1t ~y thc enfee
blcd autocracy. Before the whole peoplc th~ yrol~tanat holds on 
high the standard of struggle; the bourgeo1s1e ra1ses . t~e flag _of 
minar concessions, dcals and haggling" * - :\1cl1 was Lcnm s apprais
al of the revolutionarv Iine of the prolctariat and thc self-seekmg of 
the liberal bourgeoisie. 

* V. L Len in, Cotlecled Works, Vol. 11 , P· 28. 
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In his pamphlet The Victory of the Cadets and the Tasks oj th 
Workers' Party (March 1906) Lenin referred to thc Cadets as th; 
"worms in thc grave of the revolution". He sho\ved that the Cad 

O d d 
. . ets 

we_re pposc to arme .upnsmg, that thcir tactics would incvitabl} 
~11 clown to manoeuvrmg bel\"'·een the autocracy and che revolu
t1ona~~ pcople. Esscntially, thc Cadets' tactics consisted in the cffort 
to uttl1se thc popular struggle in their own ends despite thcir f,, 
f 1 

. ' .ar 
o revo uuonary popular action. Yfore than anything else, thcy 
feared thc hegemony of the proletariat in the revolulion. · 
. The objective conditions in which the Russian rcvolution found 
1tsel~ a~ tha.t time called for a determined class struggle far demo
crat~c hbert1cs, combining both Duma and extra-Duma activity. The 
P.arhamentary ?ame played with such gusto by the bourgeois politi
c1ans was ca.rr.1cd on behind the backs of the people. The parlia
mentary ac~1v1ty of the workcrs' party, on the other hand, was 
l:x~un~ ~p w1th ali othe~· aspects ?f the revolutionary struggle of the 
proletanat. At such a time, Lenm warned, there could be nothing 
more harmful, more dangerous, than constitutional illusions, which 
wcre no more and no lcss than opportunist, bourgeois poison that 
thc Cadct press was injecting into the people's minds. It was the 
task of the. ~roletarian party to combat these illusions, systemati
ca~ly ~xplaming to the workers and the peasants that, as beforc, che 
principal form of thc social movement was thc direct rcvolutionary 
struggle of th.e broad masscs. Further, Lenin exposcd the attitude of 
the Mcnshev1ks, who dragged in the wake of the Iiberal-monarchist 
bourgeoisic. 

I~. this pamphl_et ~nin summariscd the cxperience gaincd by thc 
Russ1an proletanat m lhc strugglc of October-Decembcr 1905-a 
strugglc which he regarded as an important advance in the cause of 
the working class the world over. The events of 1905 confirmcd 
a bask pro.position of Marxism that the only thoroughly revolution
ary da~s m concemp?rary. society, and therefore the vanguard 
fighter m any revolut1on, 1s the proletariat. In the October-De
cembcr fi?hting the working class had employed tactics proposed in 
a resolut1on. adopted by the Third Party Congress, which hacl 
strcssed the 1mportancc of com bining mass political strikcs with in
surrection. ~en in wrote hi~hly of the creative role of the pcoplc in 
th~ revol~uon, expressed m the conquest of political freedom by 
sctzurc; J~ the establishment of new, seH~constituted organs 
of r:evoh1t_ionary .authority, not envisaged by tsarist law and 
d~fymg th 1s ~a w; m thc use of violence by the peopk to coun ter 
v1olence agamst the people. 
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'fhe fourth (Unity) Congress of the R.S.D.L.P. 

TI development of the revolution brought once more to the fore
lel urgcnt nced for a Party ('.ongrcss. The worker Social-Dem

front t le·ere demanding Party unity. LC'nin and the BolsheYik.s. 
ocrats "' · · h h (nv this demand at the same time hcld that umty w1t t e 
stlippahr 

1
vikºs was possibl~ only on the ideological and organisational 

'\ ens e ' . 
· · f revolutionarv Marxism. In letters to thc Central Comm1ttee bas1s o , . 
written in August-October l ~5 Lcnin pointc.d out that, prepanng 
for unity with the Mensheviks, the Bolshcviks must put forward 
)car-cut ideas on Rules and tactics, and must pursue a fi~ 

~olicy. In their striving for uni~y, he insisted, t~1c Bolsheviks 
rnust ·not gloss over fundamental d1ffcrenccs on quesnoru: of revo.lu
tion. lt was on the ha.sis of these ideas that the Bolshev1ks, seckmg 
Party unity, proposcd to the Menshcviks that a joint Congress be 

callcd. 
Lcnin mapped out the l3olshevik tactical platform in a numbcr of 

draft resolutions to be submittecl to the Unity Congress. Lenin 
made a special trip to Moscow, in early March 1906, to lead dis
cussion of this platforrn at. a number ~>i' :Bolshevik con~erenccs aftcr 
a prelimínary discussion. rt was also d1scusscd ata contercn~e of the 
St. Petersburg Bolsheviks which elccted Lenin to a comm1ttec set 
up to edit th~ final tcxl; an<l shorlly afterwar<ls thc "Tactical Pla.r
form for the Unily Congress of the R.S.D.L.P." was published m 
the ncwspaper Parliiniye Jziieslia \Party !ScwsJ. All but onc of the 
resolutions entering into the platform were writtcn by Lenin. 

D uring ~farch and early April the tactical platforms of the Bol
shcviks and the Mensheviks werc widcly discusscd in the Party. 
Lenin addressed severa! of the numerous discussion mectings held in 

St. Pctersburg. . 
Thc Fourth (Unity) Congress of the R.S.D.LP. was ~eld m 

Stockholm on April 10-25 (April 23-May 8), 1906. Lcmn was 
chairman at several of its sittings. The principal questions discussed 
were the agrarian programme, thc currcnt situati~n and the tasks of 
the prolctariat as a class, and thc Party's attJtude towards the 

Duma.29 

Thc Congress was markcd by bitter strugglc bctwccn the Bols~e-
viks and the Mensheviks. Heated debate arose over · the agranan 
question. The text of Lenin's report to the Congress ?n this qu.cs
tion, unfortunately, has not becn found, an~ only h1s concludmg 
remarks are at present availabk. T~e Bolshev1ks upheld ~t the C:m
grcss a programmc of nationalisat10n of the land. Their agranan 

133 



1 

1 1 

programmc. callcd uncompromisingly for the ovcrthrow of ti 
autocracy; lt callcd on thc peasants to rise in revolution against t~~ 
tsar and che landowncrs. The struggle for the nationalisation of ¡ 
1 d . d. bl . . t 1C 
an wa~ an m 1sp~nsa e c~nd1~1on of ~he complete victory of the 

bourgeo1s-dcmocrat1c revoluaon m R uss1a and its developmcnt · 
the socialist revolution. mto 

Len~ emphasiscd the indissoluble conncction between agrari 
revolut10~ and politica.l revolution , declaring at the Congress: "\~~ 
must plamly and defin1tely say to the peasants: if you want to carry 
thc agr~rian revolution to the end, you must also carry the political 
revolut1on to th~ end; for unless the political revolution is carricd to 
the end therc w1 1l be no durable agrarian revolution, and pcrhaps 
none at ali." * 

In his. ~o~cluding remarks on thc agrarian programme Lcnin force
fully cnt1c1scd thc objections lo nationalisation of thc land raised 
by Plekhanov, Maslov and othcr Mensheviks, who at the Congrcss 
advocated a p.rogramme of munici-pa lisation , that is, putting. thc 
landed cstates 1~~0 ti~~ hands of the local self-governmcnt uodies or 
~~i:istvos. (.mun1c1paht1es) . The Menshevik programme of municipal-
1sat1on "'.'ªs based on a gradua l, peaceful rcform of the Jandowner
~utoc.rat1c system. It reprcscnted a deal with the landowners. Tak
ing 1ssue with thc Menshcviks, Lenin advanced two basic 
argu~.ent~: fi~st, that the pcasants themselvcs would never agree to 
m.umc1pahsat1on; and second, that ·withcmt a dcmocratic republic 
wlth~ut the fully guarameed sovercignty of the peoplc and withou; 
clecuvencss of government officials, municipalisation would be 
harmful. 

Lenin madc the rcport on the present situation and the class 
tas~s of the proletariat, and a co-report on the qucstion of 
attllu?e LO the Du~a .. He also spoke on the armed uprising and on 
quest1ons of orgamsanon. He was a member of the committcc set 
up ~º,draft the. Rules of the R.S.D.L.P. The Congress adoptcd 
~~nm s formulauon. o~ the .fi~st clause of th: Party Rules, dealing 

ilh Par.ty membe1sh1p, "'"h1ch was so obv1ously corrcct thal thc 
Menshev1ks could no longer oppose it. 

The Me~shcviks, at this Congress, were in the majority; and this 
pre~etermme~ the ~ongress ?ecisions. On thc most vital questions 
1t was the Mci:shev1k. ~esol.ut1~ns that were adopted, including the 
programmc of mun1c1palisat1on of the land. The resolutions 
adopled on thc armcd uprising offered no clcar appraisal of 

• V. l. Lcnin, Colluted Works, Vol. !O, p. 282. 
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·ence of the Octobcr-December battles of 1905. Thc Con
the exd~den t and actually could nol, lead to thc real unification o[ 
ress i no ' t· 1 . 

g e Party, it some,vhat. str~ngthened thc orma ulll ty. ~ . 
t'1 Though the Bolshev1k hne wa~ ~ot acceptcd by the Con?ress, 

d h Yfensheviks securcd a maJonty on the Central Comm1ttce, 
an e e - · h \1 Lenin never lost his confidence in fevcnt1ua~ victor)M' ove~ t e -

1 
e
1
n-

iks 1·11 
the inevitable triumph o revo uuonary arxISm. revo u-

shev , . · 
tionary strategy and tacucs. . 

Feeling that the broad masses of the \·vorker: ~ust be mformed ?f 
thc struggle that had taken place at the Ulllty Con?1"ess, Lenm 
wrote "An Appeal to the Part~ by Del~~atcs to ~~e U~1ty Congr~ss 
Who Belonged to the Former Bolshev1k Group . Th1s appeal was 
discussed and endorsed by a confercnce of th'2 Bolshevik delcgat~s. 
Shortly after his return from Stockholm to St. Pe.tersb~rg, Lemn 
delivered reports on the Congrcss to Party funcoonanes and lo 
a number of district Social-Democratic organisations. . . 

In lhe summer of 1906, the rcvolutionary movemcnl m Russia 
becran a new upswing. Thcre was a wave of política! strikes; the 
pc~sant struggle against the landowners Oarcd up again, and therc 
were cases of unrcsl in army units. 

On 16 Julv L enin having rr.ceivcd nr.ws of the tense situation in 
the Sveaborg fortrc;s (near Hclsingfors~ and, the P?ssibi~ty º[ an 
armed uprising there, drafled a rcsoluuon ol the Execut1ve Com
mittee of thc St. Petersburg Committce of thc R.S.D.L.P. on lhe 
immediate dispatch of a dclegation to ~veaborg: ?n .Tul y 17, the 
soldiers and sailors of the Sveaborg garnson mutm1cd. On July 19, 
mutinv hroke out in Kronstadt as wcll. On July 20, procecding 
from Í.enin's rccommendation, the St. Petcrsburg Commiuee decided 
that a general policical strike be called in support of the Sveaborg 
and Kronstadt risings. Both risings, howevcr, wcre brutally crushed. 

Victory at the Fifth Congress of the R.S.D.L.P. 

Lenin engaged in vasl practical activity in the years of the fírst 
Russian revolution. His energy and capacity for work were astound
ing . He found time for everything: guidance of the. Bolshevik pre.ss, 
reading lectures for propagandists on thc tasks .º{ the prolctanat 
in the revolutionarv movement and on the agranan programme of 
thc Party; visits to ;ecret stúdy-circlcs among thc P~~ilov workers, at 
which he d iscussed questions of tac tics. He was a fam1har figure at Par-
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ty meetings and at workers' gatherings, at meetings of intellcctuals 
and or students, at the quartcrs of the clerks' and accountants' 
trade union, thc shop-assistants' union, etc. On ali probkms 
of the rcvolutionary struggle, che St. Petersburg prolctariat 
rcceived advice aud directions from Lenin. And thcsc dircct con
cacts with the workers served to strengthen his profound con\'iCtion 
that che prolctariat was the leading force in thc rcvolution. and 
that the creative possibilities of the working class were inexhaust
ible. 

The tsarist sccret police spared no dfort in thc attcmpt to la\ 
hands on Lenin. On the appearance of his article "The Workcn;' 
Party and lls Tasks in the Present Situation'', published in the 
legal Social-Dentocratic studcnt papcr A1olodaya Rossiya (Young Rus
sia), the Policc Dcpartment took action to arrest Lenin. One eve
ning towards the end of Fcbruary Lenin spokc on work in thc c·otm
tryside at a meeting of Party functionarics hdd in thc home of a St. 
Petersburg barristcr. Leaving the house after the meeting, Lmin 
noticed that he was being followed, and clecicled not to go hom<'. 
Not without d.ifficulty had he shaken off his pursucrs and lcft for 
Finland. 

Towards thc rnd of the summer of 1906 Lcnin scttlcd down al 

Vasa, a country-house in Kuokkal.a occupied by the Bolshcvik G. 
Leitei¿en and his family. Situated in a secluded spot at thc edge of 
a \•.:ood, Vasa \'1-as very convenient as a hiding-place. Lenin lived 
there, on and off, up to Dcccmber 1907, making secrct trips to St 
Petcrsburg. 

Vasa becamc the Party's organisational centre, from which Lcnin 
dircctcd Part7 activities, and where he conducted Party conferences 
ancl editorial board meetings and had talks with Party func
tionaries .. Tl~e Poli<·c Departmcnt reported to thc St. Pctersburg 
secret pollee m January 1907 that meetings attended by many pco
pk oftcn took place at Lenin's place of residcncc in Kuokkala. 
Thcrc was such a constant strcam of visitors that the doors were 
ncvcr lockcd. Among Lenin's visitors at Vasa were Krasin, Yor
ovsky, Stasova, Bonch-Bruyevich, representatives from many towns 
and factorics. A special messenger from St. Petcrsburg brought 
Lcnin the press and mail cvcry day, and took back from him arti
cles and othcr material. 

ln August 1906, the Bolsheviks began to publish an illcgal news
paper namcd, as formerly_, Proletary and edited by Lenin. Artually, 
Proletaiy was the Central Organ of the Bolsheviks. lt existcd more 
than threc years, and in this period ca1Ticd upwards of a hundred 
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· les and notes by Len in, almost half of thcm datcd in the period 
aruc 
of revol ution - up to J une 190?. . 

During his stay at Vasa Lenm wrotc a large number of arti~les, 
arnphletc; and draft resolutions. H e got through an incrcd1ble 

prnount of work, and, as always, with remarkable speed. 
ª Observing the nccessary precautions, Lenin made frequent trips 
to St. Petersburg during this period , visiting the warehouse and edi
torial offices of the Bolshevik publishing house Vperyod. As h~ad_ of 
the editorial board he dirccted all the work of the pubhshmg 
house. He spent wholc evenings there, going over and correcting 
proofS, manuscripts and plans, or discussing various matters with 
the staff. He attended many mcetings of thc St. Petersburg Party 
Commiltec held on the Vperyod premiscs. 

Having dissolved the First Duma, which was not suJ.Ii.ciently obe
dient, in July 1906, the tsarist governmcnt intcnsified the reprisal 
against the proletariat and pcasantry and announced its decision to 
convene a Sccond Duma. 

The elections to the Scrnnd Duma again raised thc question 
of the Party's attilude to it as eme of thc most urgent policy ques
tions. 

The elections to thc Duma werc held in February 1907. Seeking 
complete independence for t he working-class party in the election 
campaign, the Bolshcviks advocatcd a "Left bloc", that is, an 
argeement with thc panics which reprcsented the dcmocratic pctty 
bourgeoisie of town and countryside and opposed tsarism 
and the liberal bourgeoisie. The basic cask of rcvolutionary Social
Democracy, Lenin explained, lay in wresting the petty-bourgeois 
strata, and primarily the peasantry, away from the influence of the 
Cadets. He firmly opposed the Mc:nshevik tactics of a bloc with the 
Cadets and support of the Cadets in the Duma. declaring agree
mcnt ,~;th the Cadets impcrmissible in principie and politically 

harmful. 
The situation in che country and within the R.S.D.L.P. called 

urgently for a new Party congress. In mid-February 1907, Lenin 
drafted severa! resolutions for the Fiíth Congress of the R.S.D.L.P. 
In April, a pamphlet by Lenin appeared, entitled Report to ~he .Fifth 
Congress qf the R.S.D.L.P. on the St. Pftersburg Split and the lnstitutzon of 
the Party Tribunal Ensuing Tlter~from. 

Prior to the Fifth Congress, thc Mcnshcviks proposed thc convo
cation of ,vhat thcy termcd a ""vorkers' congres.s", rcpresenting var
ious workcrs' orga.nisations and dcsigued, as they ,Pu.t it, to set up 
a "broad labour party" that would indudc Soc1al-Democrats, 
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Socialist-Revolutionaries and anarchists.30 Lcnin vigorously opposed 
this Menshevik proposal , which was, in efiect, an auempt to liqui
date the lruly proletarian party, to discard its revolutionary pro
grammc and lactics. 

At the end of April Lenin left for Copenhagcn wherc the Fifth 
Congress of lhe R .S.D.L.P. was scheduled to take place. Here he 
organised a conferencc of thc Bolshevik delegatcs, and spoke at the 
conference on the qucstion of fighting squads. Suddenly, however 
the Danish police appeared and demanded thal the delegates leav~ 
the country within twelve hours. The Congress had to be trans
ferred to London. On the way there Lenin stopped off in Berlin, 
where he went sightseeing with Ylaxim Gorky and visited Karl 
Kautsky and Rosa Luxemburg. In London, the conference of Bol
shevik delegates re-assembled and elected a bureau of the Bolshevik 
group at the Congress, headed by Lenin. 

Maxim Gorky was invited to the Fifth Congress as a delegaLc 
with deliberative vote. Knowing that Gorky had tuberculosis, Lenin 
was particularly solicitous for his comfort. He accompanied Gorky 
to his hotel, and expresscd deep concern becausc the hotel room 
secmed to him rather clamp. "For a long time after Lenin had 
left," writes M. Andrcyeva, "Gorky paced the floor of the chcerless 
room ... twirling and biting thc ends of his moustache, as was his 
habil. Finall y he said slowly, half to himsclf: "What a wonderful 
person !'" * 

The Fifth (London) Congress of the R.S .D.L.P. opencd on April 
30 (May 13), 1907. It met in the building of a Reformcd Church 
on the outskirts of London. Thc Congress was attcnded by 303 
delegatcs. with the righ t to vote and 39 in an advisory capacity 
representmg 150,000 members of thc Party. T his time lhe Bolshe
viks c~mmanded a stable majority. They were supported, on 
all maJor questions, by the Polish Social-Democrats and by a 
majority of the Lettish delegates. Lenin took a lcading part in che 
Gongress proceedings. He was elected to the Presidium, presided 
ovcr nearly ten sittings and delivered severa! rcports and 
speeches. 

One of the chiefilems on the agenda was Lenin's report on the atti
tude to be adoptcd towards the bourgeois parties. This was one of 
the central differences dividing the R.S.D.L.P. inlo two camps
?ifferences connccted with the appraisal of the bourgeois revolution 
m Russia. When dcciding whal attitude should be adoptcd towards 

* Reminiscenas qf Vladimir llyich !~nin, Vol. 2. p. 226. 
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1 bourgeois parties, Lcnin cxplained, it was ncccssary first of all 
e \C define the class naturc of the diffcrcnt parties. Next, it was 
1~ccssary to makc clear in what relation the intercsts of thcsc classes 
ºwod to the continuation or development of the given revolution 
:nd the role of the various parties in the revolution, and to furnish 
practica! ~irections concerning the policy of the workers' party on 
this quest1on. 

Maxim Gorky, in bis reminiscences, vivl.dly describes Lenin's 
speech at the Congress. Lenin, Gorky wrote, ''did not try to invent 
fine phrases. He set things forth word by word, revealing each in its 
precise meaning, and with amazing ease. I t is very difficult to con
\•ey the unusual impression he made. 

·'His arm outstretched and slightly raised, he seemed to weigh 
every word in his open palm, winnowing away his opponents' fine 
talk and replacing it with weighty arguments~ demonstrating the 
right and the duty of the working dass to takc its own way rather 
than follow, or cvcn accompany, the liberal boürgeoisie. All this 
was unaccustomed, and it was said notas though eoming from him, 
Lcnin, but as the dictate of history." * 

Thc Congress adoptcd a rcsolution, moved by Lenin, calling for 
rclentless struggle against the parties of the Black H undreds,31 the 
parties of the landowncrs and thc big bourgcoisic, and for uncom
promising exposure of the hypocritical democratic phraseology of 
thc Cadcts. 

The policy of the Mensheviks, in effect denying the independence 
of thc prolctariat and accommodating itself to the liberal bourgeoi
sie, was defeated at the Congress. Lenin later noted that "the Lon
don Congress's adoption of the Bolshevik resolution on non-prole
tarian parties means thal lhe workers' party decisively rejecls all 
deviations from the class srruggle, and recognises, in point of fa.et, 
the socialist criticism of non-proletarian parties and the independ
ent revolutionary tasks of the proletariat in the present revolu
tion" **. 

Between Congress sittings, Lenin spent much of his time in con
versation with worker delega tes. Everything interested him: their 
living conditions, daily routine, the position of the working-class wo
men. His approach to pcoplc was so friendly, his q uestions so imbued 
with genuine aflection and interest, that response was always frank 
and warm. 

* !bid .. Vol. 20, pp. 247-48. 
** V. I. Lenin, Colluted Works, Vol. 12, p. 500. 
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"In Hyde Park," Maxim Gorky tells us. "severa! workcrs who 
had not mct Lenin bcfore werc sharing impressions of his activitie:; 
at the Congress. One of thcm remarked: 

"'Maybc the workcrs here in E.urape have someone as clever as 
Lenin BcbeL maybe, or sorne other. But I can't believc thcre's 
another man on earth l'd gi,·c my heart to from the first, likc him.' 

"Another worker added, with a smile: 
"'He's one of us!" 
"'So is Plckhanov,' somebody put in. 
"The reply was swift: 
"'Plekhanov he's our tcacher, our fine gentleman. Lenin is our 

Jeadcr and our comrade.' 
"And one young fellow concluded, grinning: 
"'Plckhanov can't forget he wears a frock-roat.'" * 
The Fifth Congrcss elected Lenin a rnembcr of the Central Com

mittee of thc R.S.D.L.P. Thc newlv dected C.C. includcd Bolslw
viks, Mcnsheviks, and also repr¿sentativcs of thc non-Russian 
Social-Democratic organisations. These nol infrequently vacillated 
in tht:ir stands. To ensure a consistent revolutionary line in th~ 
spirit of tlw Congrcss decisions, the Bolsheviks met scparately at thr 
end of the Congress and set up a Bolshevik Centre, headed. b] 
Len in. 

Aftcr the Fifth Congress of the R.S.D.L.P. Leniu attended thc 
Second Congress of the Lettish Social-Democrats also held in Lon
don. Here he delivcrcd a Lricf report on lhe tasks of the prolctariat 
in the present stage of the bourgeois revolution, and moved a draft 
resolulion on this question. 

After the Coup d'État of June 3 

On June 3, 1907, the tsarist government dissolvcd the Sccond 
Duma, an act which became known as the coup d'étal of June 3 
The govcrnmcnt launched a furious assault on the revolution. Thc 
mcm bers of the Social-Democratic group in the Duma wer<' 
an-estcd and cxiled to Sibcria; thousands of workers and peasants 
were shot by punitive expeditions; the prisons and places of cxik 
and penal scrvitudc wcre crowded to ovcrílowing with revolu
lionaries. Tbus began the grim period of the Stolypin reaction, so 
called after Lhc tsarist Prime Minister Stolypin, hangman of 

* Rrmi11ircmets qf V/adimir llyich Lenin, Vol. 2, p. 249. 
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dom and of revolution. Parlicularly savage was the persecution 
free f p ¡· · f thc Bolsheviks. On June 18, 1907, thc Dcpartment o o ice m-
0 ctcd the chief of the Sl. Petersburg sccrct policc to submit ali 
srru.lable material concerning Vladimir Ilyich Glyanov (Lenin) and ª''ªl . . . 
to institute proceedings for his extrad1t1on fr~m Fml~nd: . . 

Lenin moved to a place called Styrsudden, m che r mmsh mten
or. This was necessary not only to avoid discovcry. Lenin's health 
was bad, and he needed a rest. 

But he did not rest long. In the summer and autumn up to 
Novembcr 1907 Lenin met cvcry wcck with Bolshevik members of 
~he R.S.D.L.P. Central Committee before thc mcetings of the C.C. 
hcld in Terijoki. 

In August, Lenin went to Stuttgarl as a mcmber of thc delega
tion sent by the Central Committcc of the R.S.D.L.P .. to the ~on
gress of the Second International. This was the first mternat1onal 
congress in which Lenin had participated. As a member of. the l~1-
ternational Socialist Bureau - to which he had bcen appomted m 
October 1905 as represenlative from thc R.S.D.L.P.-hc w~s clccted 
to the Presidium of the Congress and also lo the comm1ttee ~hat 
drafted the resolution on militarism and intcrnational confhcts. 

The Stuttgart Congress was marked by sharp c.ollis.ion bct~·ecn 
the revolulionary and the opponunisl lrends m mternat1onal 
Social-Democracv. Lcnin, who lcd thc Bolshevik dclcgation, headcd 
the fight against 'thc opportun.ist ckmc~ts. Thc principal"iss~e ~°,~ 
der discussion was the eolomal quest1on. The Dutch soc1ahst 
Henry van Kol, who madc thc report on this questi~n, tri:d. to jus
tify the enslavement of thc rnlonial pcoplcs by the 1mpen~1sts; he 
approved capitalism's "civilising mission" in the colon1es, a~d 
maintained that the Socialist parties should support the colomal 
policy. The commission on the colonial question was so composed 
that the opportunist elements, headed by van Kol , got the upper 
hand. Then the question was submitted to thc Congress. Heat~d 
debate arose. Half of the German delegation, headed by Bernstem 
and David, voted for the opportunist resolution. Lenin ca~e out 
vigorously against the revisionists, qualifying van ~ol's pos1t10n ~ 
a decisive step towards subordinating the prolctanat to bourgeo1s 
idcology, to bourgeois imperialism. Lenin's strug.glc was successf~. 
The Congress voted clown thc opportunist resolut1011 on the colonial 
question. 

Lenin drew up and, jointly wilh Rosa Luxem:-mrg, proposed to 
the Congress vital amendments to ~he resoh1~1on presented by 
A. Bebel on militarism and int<'rnauonal conllicts. One of thesc 
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amendmcnts dcclarcd that, should war break out, the working class 
and its representatives in the different parliaments must strivc to 
utilisc the crisis created by the war in the interests of socialist rrvo. 
lution. M.arcel Cachin wrote in his remíniscences: " I happcncd to 
mcct Lenm at the Stuttgart Congress of the Second International in 
1907. He drew up a number of amendments to the rcsolucions 
which breathed with the spirit of consistent struggle against the im~ 
perialist war." * Lenin and his adherents by their firm, uncom
promising stand, succeeded in changing Bebel's resolution funda
mentally, in the spirit of revolutionary :t\farxism. This was the first 
such rcsolution to be adopted in ali the history of international 
Social-Democracy. 

During the Congress Lenin worked incessantly to unite the Left
wing forces in intcrnational Social-Democracy, and dctcrminedly 
fought the opportunists and revisionists. With Bebel, Rosa Luxem
burg, .Taurcs and othcrs, he signed a message of greeting from the 
Congress to the American working-class leader William liaywood, 
wlio had bccn arrested by the American government on 
trumpcd-up charges. 

Much of Lenin's time was devoted to determining propcr Bolshe
vik tactics in thc pcriod of defeat of the revolution, and to implc
menting such tactics. At two Party conferenccs - in Terijoki in late 
October and in Helsingfors in :'>1ovember-he delivered reports on 
the Third Duma and on the tactics to be followcd by che Social
Dcmocratic group in the Duma. Heated debate developcd at cach 
of these confercnccs. Both confercnccs, howevcr, carried the Bolshr
vik resolutions. 

During August-Dcccmbcr 1907 Lenin prepared for press a threr
volumc cdition of his works, under the title: Twelue Years. In Sep
tember he wrote a prcfacc to the first volume. Of the three planncd 
volumcs, only Volume I and the first book of Volumc II werc 
actually published. Volume I carne off the press in November 1907 
(although its covcr carried the date 1908). The author's namc was 
givcn as VI. Ilyin. The first book of Volume II appeared at the 
beginning of 1908. The writings collected in this volumc, Lenin 
wrotc in his preface, dcalt with the programme, tactical and 
organisational questions of Russian Social-Democracy. 

The police were searching ali Finland for Lenin. In November 
thc Sr. Pctcrsburg Chamber of .Tustice banned his Twelve rears. The 
book was confiscated, and proceedings werc instituted against its 

* Remini.rcmcfs qf /,e11in by Ilis Conlemporaries AbroliíÍ, l\foscow, 1966, p. fl4· ( Russ. cd.). 

142 

thor. On December 22 thc Chambcr of Justice ordcred the book 
~wo Tactics ef Social-Derno~racy in t~e De~ocratic Revolution to be de
stroyed. Evading the po.l1cc, Lenm ~eft Kuokkala for Agge~by . 
\. meeting of the Bolshev1k centre dec1ded to transfcr lhe pubhca

;ion of Proleta1y abroad, and accordingly Lenin in December left 
Finland. Stopping off in Helsingfors, just beforc his departure 
abroad, he conferred with comradcs who carne from St. Petersburg_ to 
meet him. On the train for Abo, Lenin noticed thal he was bemg 
shadowed. He managed to leavc the train unnoticed when still 
severa! miles from Abo, and, though rhc day was bitterly cold, 
trampled the rest of the way on foot, swinging his small suitcasc. I t 
was two o'clock in the morning when he reachcd the home of the 
Finnish Social-Democrat Valter Borg, who had been charged with 
arranging his passage from Abo to Stockholm. 

Arriving so late, Lcnin misscd thc steamer whose captain had 
agrcecl to take on a passenger at Abo. He set out for its next 
stopping place. The road was difficult and it took much effort and 
time to gct there. Par! of thc ·way lay across ice, which, for ali the 
Dccembcr frosts, was still unreliablc. At onc poi.nt thc ice cracked 
undcrfoot and, as Lcnin \.vas later to relate, thc first thought to 
cross hi.s mind was, "'Vhat a stupid way to die!" At greal risk, he 
succeedcd finally in getting out of Finland. 

After a brief wait in Srockholm, Lcnin was joined by his wife, 
who ·had stayed behind in St. Petersburg to wind up their affairs. 
On her arrival they started for Gencva, stopping off for a few days 
in Berlín, where they visited Rosa Luxemburg. Thcir second period 
of emigration had begun which )asted nearly ten years. 

The revolution of 1905-07 showed that the centre of the world revolution
ª7J' movement had shifted to Russia, and that the heroic Russian proletariat 
had become the vanguard ef the international revolutionary proletariat. Tite 
struggle of the Russian proletariat was led by the Bolshevik Party, headed by 
Lenin. 

The revolution put to the test of practice Lenin's great ideas: the 
leadership of the proletariat; thc alliance of the proletariat and peas
antry; the role of the Party as the guiding force in the working
class movement. It demonstratcd thc corrcctness of the tactical slo-
gans Lenin had advanced for the Bolshevik Party. . . 

Lenin acted in the rcvolution not only as a theoret1c1an who 
cnriched Marxism with ncw ideas and propositions but as the 
organiscr and leader of the masses in the assault upon the tsarist 
autocracy. 



Chapter Six 

"NOT FOR NOTHING DO THEY SAY WE ARE 

AS HARD AS ROCK'' 

At present oor Party is passing tbrough difli uI 
~a>'.s ~ut it is invincible, just as the proletaria~ • t 
mVlllcible. is 

l.min 

. Len'.n a~d Krups~aya arrived i~ Gc~eva on a cold, windy day of 
J~nua1 Y 1908: Commg back to th1s q111et, sleepy town from rcvolu
honary Russ1a was hard. Espccially hard wcrc the first days in 
Geneva. 

Krupskaya. re~alls: ''.lt wa~ difficult for us, aftcr the rcvolution , to 
gel u~cd to 1_1fc in em1gration again. Vladimir Ilyich spcnt ali his 
days ~n lh<' ltbrary, and in the cvenings we did not know what to 
do w1th ourselvcs. Wc had no desire to sit in thc cold cheerkss 
r~om we had rentcd ar~d longed to be among people. Every cve
nmg wc went to thc cmerna or thc theatrc, allhough wc seldom 
stayed to thc end, usually leaving in the middle of a show 10 
wa?der about t~e str~ets, most often along the lake." * 

Shortly aftcr tus arnval ~enin addr:sscd sevcral émigré mcetings. 
~t. on_e of these, a gathcrmg of Pohsh Social-Dcmocrats in thcir 
c~1~n~ ~lub, he ~xroscd t~1e counter-revolutionary role of the 
nat~onahst. bourgeo1s1c, showmg how it adapted itself to the tsarist 
regu:ie wh1c~ op~ressed. ~11 nationalities in R ussia and opposed to il 
the_ mternat1onahst pos1t10n of the proletariat. "Long Iive a prolc
tanan, workers' an_d pcasants' Poland !" were his con~luding words. 
On March 18 Le~m on b.ehalf of the R.S.D.L.P. spokc on thc Paris 
Commun.c at an mtemat1onal meeting called to commemorate the 
25th anmvcr~ary of Karl \farx's death, the 60th anniversary of the 
1848 rcvolul1on and the anniversary of thc París Communc 

Ali Lenin's th~rnghts were centred on the Russian revolutio~. H<' 
was deeply convm~cd that the prolctariat had sufforecl only lempo
rary dcfcac, that v1ctory would be won in the heroic battles that lay 

* Rnnimscmces of V!adimir llyich Lenin in 5 volumes, Vol. !, Mosc:ow, Hl79. 
p. 327 (Russ. cc.I.). 

144 

bead. With unswerving faíth in the working class and the triumph 
ªr 50cialism, he \·\'Orked passionately for that victory. In his mind's 
~,·e he saw the brighler future that was in store for Russia and the 
\:holc of mankind. 

Historical Lessons of the Revolution 

The years that followed thc defeat of the revolution Lcnin de
scribed as hellishly difficult. Rcaction was rampant throughout Rus
sia. The proletariat bore the brunt of political persecution by the 
tsarist government. The Social-Democratic Party was in a state of 
deep crisis, organisationally, ideologically and politically. Party 
membership dropped drastically; thc intellectual and pctty-bour
geois elemcnts that had joined the Party during thc rcvolution were 
now scared off by the tsarist persecution. 

In the new situation Lcnin considcred the Party's basic tasks to 
be: retention and strcngthening of the illcgal organisation; drawing 
lcssons and conclusions from the cxperiencc of the rcvolution; 
defcnce of the theoretical foundations of Marxism; preservation of 
the revolutionary tradition, education of thc working class in 
a revolutionary spirit; closer tics with thc masses, and building up 
the forces for the new revolution. 

Back in Gcneva, Lenin concentrated on organ ising the publica
cion of a Party newspaper which, in the situation that had arisen, 
he considered of paramount importance. "I am convinced," he 
wrote to Maxim Gorky, "that what the Party needs now is a regular 
political organ, consistently and vigorously pursuing a policy of 
struggle against disintegration and dcspondency- a Party organ, 
a political newspaper. :Many peoplc in Russia do not bclieve in 
a foreign-based organ. But this is an error, and our collegium knew 
what it was doing when it decided to transfer Proletary here. That it 
is difficult to organise, set it up and run it -goes without saying. 
But it has to be done and it will be done."* 

The organisation of the paper took up much of Lcnin's time and 
energy. Everything had to be begun anew. Fortunately, there were 
stocks of typc and thin newsprint left over from 1905 in the Bolshe
vik library, of which V. Karpinsky was in charge. A press was 
rented from a French printshop. l. Dubrovinsky acted as manager. 

* V. l. Lenin, Coilected Works. Vol. 34. p. 380. 
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Thcy were joincd la ter by Y Semashko. In time the Part v set u 
its own printshop. ' P 

M:axim Gorky, A. Lunacharsky and other prominent pu bliºc· ' . d · . IS lS werc mv1tc 10 contnbute to the paper. 
Lenin did _not c?nfine his activities ro publishing Proletary. He 

~rrang~d for tts delivcry to Russia, devoting much attcntion to find
mg reliable co~mu~icati?n facilities and organising transportation. 
A week after h1s arnval m Gcneva he instructed yfaria Andreyeva 
to contact the sccretary of the Maritime Workers' Union througl 
whom, for appropriate remuneration, arrangements could be mad~ 
for the wcckly delivcry of the paper to Russia via Odessa. This had 
to. be done as soon as. possible, Len in insisted, in order that evcry
~hmg ~e prep~red beforehand for Proleta~y to be shipped to Rttssia 
1mmcd1atcly it carne off the press. Publication was rcsumcd less 
than tw~ months after Lcnin rcturncd to Geneva, with the appcar
ance of 1ss~c No. 21. Through the dark night of reaction, amidst ali 
the con~us1on and collapse, there sounded the powcrful and confi
dcnt vc~tce o~ thc leadcr of the Party and revolutionary working 
class of R ussm. . 

Lcnin considcred a correct appraisal of thc 1905-07 revolution 
and thc. assimilation of its lcssons by the working class to be of thc 
utmost importa~ce. He w_rotc_: "\Ve must take advantage of the 
temporary lulls 111 mass act1on m order critically to study tht: cxpt:r i
ence of thc grt:~t revolution, verify this expcrience, pnrge it or 
dross, and pass it on to the masses as a guide for the impending 
slruggle." * ' 

. In ~is analysis of the rcvolution, Lenin emphasised that both its 
nct?ncs and dcfeats taught the pcople great historical Iessons. 

1 he first and fundamental lesson was that only mass revolution
ary struggle could improve the workcrs' conditions and securc 
a measure of democracv. 

T~e scco~d lcsson. w;s that it was not enough to underm inc or 
rcstnct tsanst rule; 1t had to be destroved. 

The thir~ and cardinal lesson consisted in the Party having sccn 
ltow the vanous classes in Russia acted in the revolution. All classcs 
of society carne out opcnly and showed themselvcs in their true col
ours, revcaled their true aspirations. 

ft was especially important, Lenin said, to show that thc working 
class was the leadcr and driving force of the Russian revolution. 
" ... Of al! classes of Russian society, it vvas thc proletariat that dis-

• V. l. Lt>nin. Collecled Works, Vol. 13, p. 429. 
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red thc greatest political maturi ty in l 9?5-07. 'fhe R ussian _liberal 
pla) · · which behavcd in just as v1le , cowardly, stup1d and 
})Ourgeoisie, · · · 1848 h th 

h a manner as the German bourgeo1S1e m ates e 
trcac erous . . d .rr. 

· proletariat fior the ¡¡ery reaso11 that m 1905 1t prove suJJi-
Russ1an h. f h fi ·entl . mature politicall;· to wrest the Leaders ip o t e movement rom 
et . rybo rgeoisie and ruthlessly to exposc the treachery of the 
thlS u . d h c 
. l " * lt ""as chis leading role of che prolctanat, an t e iact 

)Ibera s. 1 d ·d h the 
l the liberal bourgeoisie had been pus 1c as1 e, t at gave . 

nat d d. · e d revolution its tremendous scope and creatc con 1t1ons ior a ec1-
sive battle for democratic freedoms. . . 

T . e and again Lcnin stressed the 1mmcnse 1mportance of the 
im d' h" 

alliance of the proletariat and the peasantry, rchgard 1?,g
0 

t 1~ as ~~ 
earnest of victory in the strugglcs that loomcd a ea . ur arty, 
he declared, "hokls firmly to lhe vicw that the rc~le of the _proletar
iat is the role of feader in the bourgeois-democrauc rcvolutton? that 
joüzt actions of the proletariat and thc pe~santry are. esscnt1al to 

'carry it through to vict?ry; th.at. unless. poli~~c~~ power is won by the 
rcvolutionarv classes, v1ctory 1s 1mposs1ble. 

Lenin dis~ussed the charac;ler of lhe Russian revolution and the 
lessons to be dravvn from it in a number of articlcs and speechcs. 
Beginning with the spring of 1908, he addressed international gath
erings in Geneva, Paris, Antwcrp and Lon?o~, and co~duc~ed 
a sharp polemic with the :Y1cnsheviks and Soc_1ahst-Revo~ut1onanes._ 

Lcnin rcpeatcdly shO\ved that thc iirst Russ1an revolut10_n ":ªs of 
tremcndous international significancc: it marked the bcgmnmg of 
a new rise of the revolutionary movement in Europe and exerted 
a powerful influence on the nacional libcration struggle in Asia . 
"The Russian revolution" he wrote later, "engendered a move
ment throughout the whole of Asia. The .r~volutions _in Turkey, 
Persia and China prove that the mighty upnsmg of 190.J left a decp 
imprint, and that its influenc~ , . expre.ss~d in t?e fon~:r~* movement 
of hundreds and hurulreds of m1l11ons, is mcrad1cable. 

The historical experience of the first Russian rcvolution, ?eneral
iscd by Lenin, was thus brought to thc knowlcdge of the mterna-

tional proletariat. 

* V. I. Lenin, Collected WorkJ, Vol. 16, p. 374. 
** Jbid., Vol. 15, p. 379. 

*** !bid., Vol. 23, p. 252. 
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The Agrarian Q.uestion 

In thcsc years of reaction Lenin devoted rnuch time to the elabo. 
ration of thc agrarian programme. For it was this problem that laid 
its peculiar, specifically national imprint on the revolution in Rus
sia, with her overwhelmingly peasant population. The struggle for 
the land impellcd large sections of the peasantry to take an active 
part in the democratic revolution, for only through revolutionary 
action could the landed estates be abolished and democratic free
doms won. 

Lcnin's Agrarian Programme oJ Social-Democracy in the First Russia11 
Revolution, 1905 1907 holds a special p lace in his writings of this period. 
It playcd an oulstanding role in the devclopment of Marxist 
theory and tactics. Proceeding from thc expericnce of thc revolution 
and crcatively adapting Ma rx's t heory to R ussian condiüons, 
Lenin t.hcoretically substantiatcd thc Rolshcvik programmc of 
nationalising all the land , showed its economic and polilical 
importancc. 

Lcnin worked out thc agrarian programme on the basis of a closc 
analysis of thc new data on landownership in Russia. He examíned 
thc economíc factors that made neccssary a revolutionary break-up 
of agrarian rclalions, drcw a vivid 'picture of land distribulion and 
c:learly showed what the peasants had fought for in the revolution 
He cited these figures: Ten mi Ilion peasant households owncd 
73,000,000 dessiatines of land, whereas 28,000 noble and upstart 
landlords owncd 62,000,000 dessiatines. Such was the main back
ground of the developing peasant struggle for the land. * 

Thc issue at stakc in the Russian bourgeois-democratic rrvolu
tion, Lenin explained, was whether Russia's capitalist devclopment 
would follow the "Prussian" path (retention of monarchy and 
landed proprietorship) or the "American" palh (establishment of 
bourgeois republic, abolition of landed proprictorship and emer
gencc of a farmer cla5s). That was the economic basis of the revolu
tion, and unlcss this wcre made clear, there could be no clarity on 
the queslion of an agrarian programme. Lenin showcd that the 
frankly pro-landowner programme of Stolypin and the programme 
of the Cadet party, both were prcd icated on reten tion of the landed 
estatcs and thc survivals of serfdom. T he proletariat, Lenin taught, 
should fight for the second path, which provided for the greatest 

• V. l. Lenin, Colltcttd Works. Vol. 13, p. 225. 
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d of dcvelopment of lhc productive forces in capi
frcedom a~d sApee_. t ' i'11 this strugglc could he won only on the 

R ss1a "'ic ory 1 · d th calist u. . l . . all1'ance bctwccn the pro etanat an e . f a revo unonary 
baSIS O 

peasantry. h ,iks Lenin wrote, framed their agrarian programme 
'fhe Mens. e'> t ' combating medieval land tenure, "not to dear 

not with ª view 
0

1 r .t lis' m but for a pitzifiul philistine attempt . mplete y 1or cap1 a , 
the way .co 'h . usl"' the old with the new, landed property 

bine armonio , 1 iíi d · 
to ~om as a result of the system of allotment and thc at un ia 

·h1ch arose l . ,, * \\ e dalists confiscated by the revo utton. 
of the cu 1 . f ted all the Mcnshcvik arguments, all 

T l 1905-07 revo ut1on re u 'k 
1c . l· . b t peasant hostility to thc Bolshev1 

1 · eactionarv e a1ms a ou h 
t ieir r . . . 1'hree years of rcvolution had taug t t' nahsat ion programme. d 
na 10 • t that they could expect nothing from thc tsar an con-
~~~c~~a~~~:1 that the whole systcm of medieval land tenure had to 

be eliminaled. d · l' · t' 
Lenin showed lhc indissoluble link bct\"/ccn lan n~l1dona isa iol~ 

· 1. · Id be carne out on v and olitical revolu tion: nationa isation c~u . . :_ 
with ~he victorv of thc revolution, only w1lh the o~er~hrow of t~a1 
. d it w~uld facililatc lhc lransition to sociahst revolut1~~ -
1sm, an . . 1. ·omponcnl pan of I .crnn s 
Land nalionalisation was, 111 act, a e · . . t 

. ·, ¡ lion arowmg ovcr m o theory of the bourgeo1s-democratic revo u o 

socialist revolution. . ~· R · R vo 
The Agrarian Programme of Social-Democracy tn tl~e hrst ussia~ ~ -
• r 190r. bl' ·hed 11· 1 St l'ctersburg m 1908 but \\as un-lutzon 190:r I was pu is • · · 

medi~telv confiscated and destroyed by ch.e ccnsors. O~~ oneI ~~y 
was sah;agcd but without the concludmg pages. ese :crunk 

' · S t bcr 1917 "vhen the ooo wrote nearlv ten vcars later, in ep cm ' f 
was finally . put o~t. In the summcr of 1908, .ªt thc request f~r 
the Polish Social-Democrats, he \vrote a synopsts o~ the book . 
h . . f" eglnd cocialdemokratvczny (Soc1al-Democratic l cir magazine rz -; v ' :1 :.r 

Revie,v). . f h . · an 
L . held and developed thc Marxist theory o t e agran 
e~m ~p b f·h. ks In the first half of 1908 he wrote 

quest10n m a num .er º. 15 wor ·. . . . 
0
r the Nineteenth 

The Agrarian OJ~estwn in Ruma 1 o~atds the Glose U. . . R sían 
Century, in which he analyscd the soc10-cconom1c relat10ns m us, 

agriculture. 

* v. I. Lenin, Collected Workl, Vol. 15, PP· 165-66· 
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Against Reactionary Bourgeois Philosophy 
and Philosophical Revisionism 

The bourgeois and landowncr reactionaries took ad\ an
tage of the defeat of thc revolu~ion to la~nch a new campaign 
against democratic and socialist ideas, agamst the Marxist world 
outlook. 

This dísbelief in the_ revoluti?n, _in the_ s~rength of the workmg 
class and pcoplc, and m the sc1entific vahdity and creative naturc 
of Marxism affected also a scction of Party intellectuals. Sorne ~<'n
sheviks and severa! Bolshcvik writers (A. Bogdanov, V. Bazarov, A. 
Lunacharsky and others) proceeded to "criticise" Marxisrn and its 
philosophical foundations. Sorne of thern, the so-called "God
buílders", advocatcd thc transformation of socialism ínto a kind of 
religion, arguing that, presented in a religious dressing, socialism 
would be more easily understood by thc masses. Actually, howevrr, 
they wcrc duping the workers. 

The rampant rcaction was not a purely Russian phcnorncnon. 
\i\'1th thc advcnt of imperialism, the bourgcoisic of ali countries 
turned frorn dcmocracy to "ali-out reaction" in economics, politics 
and ideology. 
. A phi.losophy known as "critical experience", or empirio-criti

c:1sm, gamed w1de currency in Europe at the close of the ninetecnth 
and in th~ early y~a:s of the twenlieth centuries. It originatcd wich 
the Aust.nan phys1c1st and philosophcr Ernst :Mach and the Ger
man ph1losophcr Richard Avenarius. The Machists denied the 
objective existenc:c of a material world and the objectiYc character 
?[ th~ 13:ws ~overning natural and social development, the objecth·-
1ty of sc1cnt1fic knowlcdgc. Thc v·mrld we live in, they maintained, 
was not material, but simply our own sensation, and ali things in 
the world W<'f<' no more than "complexcs of sensations". 

Machism was, at that time, the most dangcrous trend in bour
geois idcalistic philosophy for the working dass and its 
party. o.ste.nsibly, the :Yfachists were opposed to idealisrn, 
evcn cla1mmg that modero natural science provided sub
stantiation for their theory, and this gave ita semblancc of scientific 
:alidity. Their doctrine was supported by the rcactionary imperial-
1st forces and was scizcd upon by thc opportunist leaders in the 
Second International. The central organ of the Gcrman Social-Dem
ocratic Party, Neue <:,eit, of which Karl Kautsky was editor, and 
the party's thcorctical journal, Sozíalistúche Afonatshejte, une of thr 
organs of international opportunism, for man y years published arti-
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b, Machists and other revis1onists. In his artide "Those \Vho 
cl~s ld) Liquidate Us" Lenin cmphasised that Kautsky was wrong 
\\OU "d ¡· . f M h" . d nving the 1 ea 1st1c naturc o ac 1sm. 
10 'ft. 'West European and Russian revisionists proclaimed the 
Í' ~f¡st plúlosophy the latest word in scíentific chought. Their bit
~ ª' t anacks were levelled at thc theory of knowlcdge of dialectical 
~:~erialism. They tried to prove that Marxism had no philosophy 
f its º'"''Il, and that :Machism could therefore become it~ theor~ of 

~ º'"Iedge. TJ::~ revisionists continued to parade as Marxisrs, dan1:1-
i;~ rhat their sole aim ~v~s to "improv~" Marxisn:, thou.gh. m 
a~tual fact they were revismg all the bas1c tenets oí matenahsm, 
notably dialectical rnatcrialism. 

In february 1908, Lenin began work on a book in which he 
decidcd to gíve battle to all opponcnts of Marxist philosophy. 
J)cfence and further developmenl of the philosophical views of the 
~1arxist party became an urgcnt task of the Party, and Lenin 
explaíned why: che Russian working class nccded a truly scientific, 
.M.arxist philosophy for a profound thcorctical gcneralisation of the 
cxpericnce of thc 1905-07 Rcvolution. He wrotc: "The 'present 
moment' in Russia is precisely one in which the theorctical work of 
Marxism, its deepening and expansion, are dictaled ... by the whole 
o~jcccivc statc of affairs in the country. Whcn the masses are digcst
ing a ncw and exccptionally rich cxperience of direct revolutionary 
struggle, thc theoretical strugglc for a revolutionary out~ook, 
i. e., for revolutionary Marxism, bccomes the watchword of the 

dav."* 
Í.'his "philosophical sorting out", Lenin remarked, was necessary 

also in view of the new discoveries in the natural sciences. Progress 
in physics and other sciences posed rnany ncw philosophical prob
lcms for which bourgeois philosophy had no answer and which, 
Lcnin said, dialectical materialism had to tackle. It was therefore 
neccssary to give a philosophical interprctation of major develop
ments in the natural sciences since Marx and Engels. 

In mid-April 1908, Lenin completcd his famous article "Marxísm 
and Revisionism", which he describcd as "a formal dcclaration of 
war" on revisionism. Thc article was written for the twenty-fifth 
annivcrsarv of :Yiarx's death and appearcd in the symposium Karl 
Marx, pubÍished in St. Pctersburg in 1908. In it Lenin showed that 
since the 1890s, when the triumph of Marxism over other theorics 
in the working-class movcrnent was in the main cornpletcd, the 

* V. l. Lenín, Collecúd Work.>, Vol. 15, p. 290. 
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fight against Marxism had assumcd new forms. Revi.sionis 
a trend hostilc to Marxism, arose in the Social-Democratic m~ ~· 
~ent, which sou_ght to underminc this great doctrine of thc rrvo~~: 
t1onary prolctanat, on the plea of "amending" and "modifying" 
Marx. ' 

Le~in pr~ved that the revisionists, limping behind bourgeois pro
fe~onal sc1encc. negated Marxist materialism and dialectics 
reJe~ted the fundamental tenets of Marxian political economy and 
thc_ 1~ea of class st~uggle and proletarian dictatorship, abandoned 
soc1absm as thc ulumate aim of the working-class movement, and 
fully degenerated to rcformism in their policy. Revisionism, Lcnin 
demo~strate~, ~vas a~ internacional phenomenon with deep class 
roots m cap1talist soc1ety. As long as capitalism exists, there will 
always be re~isionism and, hcnce, the need for constant, systematic 
and encrgeuc str~ggle ~gainsl revisionism in the working-class 
mo~emcnt .. !h~ 1deolog1cal struggle of revolutionary :Vfarxism 
agamst rcv1s101usm w~s but ~he prclude to the gTeat revolutionary 
battles of the proletanat, wh1ch was rnarchino· forward to the com
!)lctc triumph of its cause, overcoming weak~esses and vacillations 
m the working-class movement. 

In,the_second ha~ of April 1908, Lenin visited Gorky on thc hle 
o[ Capn,_ I tal y, m response to Gorky's rcpeated invitations. 

Lenm hstenrd with keen interest to Gorky's stories of bis child
hood and youlh in 1:izhni Novgorod, of the great Volga, of Corky's 
tra_vels and wan?e~n~~ through Rwsia. He suggested that Gork) 
\~ntc the .story oí h1~ hfe. I t would make splendid and very instruc
t1ve readmg, he .sa1d. Gorky followed this advice in later ycan;, 
when h~ w~~te h1s famous trilogy Childlwod, My Apprenticeship and 
i\1y Unwerszlzes. 

Togrther with Gorky, Lenin visited Naplcs, the National 
Museum an~ suburbs, the ruins of Pompeii, climbed Vesuvius. On 
s~veral occas1ons they went out to sea with the Capri fishcrmen. In 
h1s convcrsations with them he would ask about their Iife their 
earnings, their children. Gorky said in his reminiscenccs the~c wa.!:i 
"somcthing magnctic" about Lcnin, something that attracted thc 
hear~ of working Colk. The Capri fishermen had mct many famous 
Russ1ans, uut none of them had won their affection as Lenin did. 
One of these fishermen, old Giovanni Spadaro, on hcaring Lenin's 
hearty laugh, rema.rked: "Only honest men can Iaugh like that." 
And long aftcr Lenm had left the fishermen would ask Gorky about 
"Si?nor Lcnin", afraid lest he fall into thc hands of the tsar's 
pohcc. 
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'I'h Capri visit, their subsequent mectings in Paris in 191 l and 
¡ g l 2 :nd thcir correspondence, are striking evidencc of the conccrn 

l d of the working class showed for the dcvelopmcnt of thc 
the ea er · · d h' cat proletarian ,vriter. Lenin helped htm d1scar is_ erroneous 
~ " H·s attitude " Gorkv wrote "was that of a stnct teacher 
\'tC\\'S. 1 ' , ' 
and good, solicitous friend. " 

Materialism and Empirio-Criticism 
as a Theoretical Weapon of the Party 

Back in Geneva, Lenin continucd work on his book. This 
entailed a great deal of scientific research, thc study of ~un~reds of 
works on philosophy, the natural sciences, notably phys1C:-"• m ~er
man, French, English and Russian, rereading of the ph1losoph1cal 
works of Marx and Engels, and of the writings of Plekh¡~nov, Mehr
ing, Lafargue, Diderot, Feucrbach, Ch:rnyshevsky, D1etzgen a~d 
other authors. In wríting his book Lenm worked a grcal deal m 
Swiss libraries. In May 1908, Lenin went to London, wherc he 
worked for a month in the British Museum. . 

The work progresscd rapiclly and thc book was_ :ompleted . m 
October 1908. Publishing the book lcgally in condit1ons of pohce 
persccution presented many difficulties. Howcver, arrangements ~or 
it-; publication werc made, through l. Skvortsov-Stepa~ov, ~v~th 
Zveno, a ~foscow publishing firm run by _L. _Krumbu~e~. l he 
book was off the press in A pril 1909. I ls full _u tle 1s: A:f atenalism a~l 
Empirio-Criticism. Critical Commenls on a Reactzo11~ry Plulosoph!" Lenm 
sent Rosa Luxemburg a copy of the book askm~ her ~o msert ~n 
announccment of its publication in Die Neue ,Zeit, wh1ch she d1?. 

Thc book was a stríking .cxample of consistent and uncomprom1s
ing struggle against the enemies of ~Iarxist phi~osophy, an example 
of militant Bolshevik partisanship and creat1ve ~evelo~ment of 
Marxism. In 1\tf aterialism and Empirio-Criticísm Lcmn subJCC~ed t? 
comprehensive and closcly argued criticism bour~eois idealist1c ph1-
losophy and philosophic rcvisionism, exposed their new methods ?f 
defending idealism, and formulatcd and further developed the bas1c 
propositions of Marxist philosophy. . . 

Lenin demonstrated that :vlach and other bourgeo1s ph1los~phcrs, 
while proclaiming theirs to be a new philosophy, wcre palmmg off 
the old idealistic rubbish in a new guise. ~nd~r the abstruse name 
of "empirio-criticism", they wcre resurrcctmg, m ~ somewhat refur
bished version, the philosophy of Berkeley, th~ ~1ghtecnt~-century 
English bishop and militant opponent of matenahsm. Lemn proved 
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that the undcrlying prcmise of Berkele ·' . h ·¡ 
io-criticism was onc and the samc y Is p l ~sophy and of empir-

. , namc V SUbjeCt' 'd j' 
means that the idealist philoso h .'' ive i ea ism. This 
ncss and capitulation of man :er;ee~:~tially r-.rea~hed ~he helples¡;
the other hand , proclaimed that scie ured h arx1st ph1losophy, on 
omnipotent and their development nhce an l. u~an knowledge are 

L · ' r. as no 1mits 
. enm s iurther elaboration of the basic . . . 
~ definition of che philosophical notion of quest10~ of philosoph>, 
importance. Lenin regarded matt b i:natt~r, is of paramount 
mcnt - objective reality is matter ~r as emg m constant move
that matter exists outside and . d m drnovement. The proposition 
h 

. m epen entlv of our co · . 
t e bas1c tenct of philosoph' 1 . 1. ' nsc1ousness 1s . . . . ica matena 1sm. 

In cnt1c1smg the Machists and oth , . . . 
representatives of bourgeois h·¡ . h er . metap~ys1~ally thmkmg 
ncw discoveries in science r~d ~oso~ y, who mamtamcd that the 
the atom' etc.} "destroyed ,\ th 10act1v1ty, the complex structure of 
materialism 1 en in . , d l e cor~cept of matter and "refu ted " 

' ' ra1se t l<' quest1on or the d d' 
clearly betwecn the philosopl : . 1 · nee to 1stinguish 
[ . . nea concept of matter a d h . 

o it m natural scicncc. He sh ' d , . . n t e not1on 
lec ti cal materialism thc ph ·¡O\\ eh. th,Jtt from the v1ewpoin t of dia-

' • t osop ica category of tt . 
nectcd o~ly with the solving of the basic , . . . ma cr l~ con-
lhe relat10nship of bcing and ti . k' phtlosoph1cal quest10n of 
h 

. un mg and <loes n l . d d 
p ys1cal' chcmical biologic· l h, . o m . u e any 
" Th ' ' •• or ot er concrete ch· . . . 

... e sote 'property' of matter with '"h . . . arac.tenst1cs. 
cal malcrialism is bound . 1 v ose r~co~rtmn philosophi-
. up lS t 1e property of hez b · · zry, o[ cxisting outside the mind ,, * L . ng an o _¡ectwe real-

L · h d ' en1n \.\trote 
cnm attac e special attention to workin . . 

lems of the theory of k 1 d f . ~ out the bas1c prob
theory of reílcction. now e ge o d1alectical materialism - th<' 

Thc idea ~f cognition as a reflection f h . - . . 
human consc1ousncss was advanc d d o t e obJectJve. world m 
matcrialism bcfore :\tlarx and E e 

1
ªn Cdef~nd.ed by. ph1losophical 

d E nge s. ontmumg th1s l' M 
an ngels gave its profound elabo t' . . me, arx 
defended and dcveloped the1· . ra ion .1~ their works. Lenin 

B . . r mam propos1tions 
ourgeo1s philosophers and revisionists h . . 

att~cked the thcory of reflection in Mar . ave .fo~ ma~y years 
dehberat~ly oversimplifying, distorting and ~slt-.7~mm.st ph1losophy, 
that Lenm treats rcflection as a simple " ~ s1 )' ~t~f ;,t. They argue 
the thought and the object as . "d d mir~or- I e act between 
sciousness of thc objects of d t a l e; copymg" by human con-

a ure. n act, however, both in Materi-

* V .. I. Lt>ni11 , Colfectu( Work.1 Vol 14 pp 260-61. 
** !bid., p. 26. ' . , . 
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afism and Empirio-Criticism and in the Philosophical }/otebooks Lenin 
attacked this primitive interpretation of rellection. Materialism, 
Lenin wrote, is "the recognition of 'objeccs in themsclves', or out
sidc the mind; ideas and sensations ar<' copies of images of those 
objccts" . * The reflection of the objectivc world by thinking is not 
a mirror-like instantaneous act, but a complex, contradictory dia
)ectical process of the interaction of the subject and object, in which 
thcre is a constant verification of "images" by practicc, the dis
tinguishing of true reflections from false ones. 

A'1aterialism and Empirio-Criticism statcs that "thc world is eternally 
rnoving and developing matter (as the Marxists think) , rcflected by 
the devcloping human consciousness". ** "Cognition is rhe eternal, 
endless approximation of thought to the objcct," \.VC read in Lenin's 
Plzilosophical Notebooks. "The reflection of nature in man's thought 
must be understood not 'lifclessly' ... but in thc eternal process of 
movement, the arising of contradiclions and their solution." *** 

Such are l ,enin's propositions on thc creativcly active rdlection 
of reality in the forms or human cognition. 

Lenin gave a splendidly profound and thorough analysis of the 
process of cognition, the dialectics of the o~jective absolute and relative 
truth, which is of tremendous theoretical and practica] importance. 
Scnsations and concepts, being rcflt:ctions of the objective world, have 
an objective content. And it is this objcctive content in our sensa
tions, in our consciousncss, which depends ncither on man nor on 
mankind, that Lenin calls objective truth. The great cognitivc force of 
~1arxist teaching lies in thc Yery fact that ic reses on objective truth. 
"Historical materialism and Marx's entirc economic doctrine," 
Lenin stresses, "are permeated through and through by a recogni
tion of objective truth." **** Human cognition is in a process of 
constant development. lt moves and develops along an ascending 
curve frorn ignorance to knowledge, from incomplctc and inaccu
rate knowledgc to fuller and more precise knowledge, from relative 
truth to absolute truth. There are no insuperable barriers between 
absolute and relative truth: " ... human thought ... by its nature is 
capable of giving, and <loes give, absolute truth, which is com
pounded of a sum-total of relative truths." ***** 

* V. l. Lenin, Col/ecled Works, Vol. 14, p. 26. 

** !bid., p. l37. 
*** lbid., Vol. :Jll, p. 195. 

**** lbid., Vol. 14, p. 319. 
***** /bid., p. 135. 
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The dialeclical-rnaterialist doctrine of absolute and rclative truth 
is che key to a scientific and crcative underslanding of lheoretical 
problems and, al che same time, a powerful weapon against re,¡_ 
sionism and dogmatism. Marxism is objective truth confirmed by 
the coursc of history. The fundamental principies of .Marxisrn. 
Leninism have to be creatively developed, concretised, enriched by 
thi:: ncw data of science and practice. But there can be no revision 
of the substance and revolutionary spirit of Marxism. 

In Materialism and Empirw-Criticism, Lenin substantially cnriched 
the Marxist doctrine on thc role of practice in the proccss of cog
nition. He showcd the great importance of cheoretical thinking in 

thc process of cognition and the need for an indissoluble link of the 
dialectical materialist theory of knowledge with practice, strcssing 
that "the standpoint of lifc, of practicc, should be first and funda
mental in thc thcory o[ knowledge". * 

Lenin fülly disclosed the role of practicc as a criterion of trttth, 
the dialectical nature of this criterion. lt is precisely practic<', 
which, by verifying our notions, confirms in thcm that which cor
rcsponds to the truth. Practice is a process of constant devclopment 
and regcneration. This prcvents man's knowledgc from deteriora:t
ing in to an "absolute", an ossificd dogma, and makcs for thc 
steady advanccmcnt and decpening of our knowkdge. Marxúm 
repmenls the integral unity oj scientijic theory and reuolutionary practice. 

Lenin 's elaboration of the theory of knowledge is a splendid 
example of the creative devclopment of dialectical materialism and 
a most valuablc contribution to Marxist philosophy. 

Lenin trenchantly criticised the .Machists' views on society. The 
Machist "sociology'', Lenin showed, had nothing to distinguish it 
from bourgeois sociology. In fact, reactionary bourgeois ideologists 
have long been campaigning against scientific cognition of the laws 
of history. They have good reason to fear genuine science, and 
hence their frcnzied campaigns against ~·farxism, which revcals to 
us the objective laws of historical development. Analysis of thc con
tradictions of capitalism inspires in the bourgeoisie fcar and despair 
in the face of thc laws of history, for the march of history inevitably 
lcads to the collapsc of capitalist society and its replacement by 
communist socicty. 

Len in cspecially emphasiscd the -integral and harmonious char
acter of Marxist philosophy and demolished all rcvisionist attempts 
to scparate Marx's economic and política! doctrines from philo-

• V. l. l.cuin, Collected WorÁs, Vol. 14, p. 142. 
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. . . " m this Marxist philosophy, which is ~ast 
so hical mater~ahsm .. Fro 'OU cannot eliminate one basic pr~m1se, 
rrtm a sin~lc p1cce º.~ shteelt, )leparting from objective truth, w1thout 

ual part, w1t ou e d " * 
onc essen bo r eois-reactionary falsrhoo . . 
falling ~ prey ~o du ~ tern Europe, thc revisionists cla1med that 

Both in Russ1a an _es h of the natural scicnces". That spec-
\(achism was a "new phil~op y h d to be cffectively refuted and 
' h atural sc1ences a . · b il 
ulation on t e n . . . philosophical interpreta/ion. Lernn r -
the new scientific discovenes give~ . h" Materialism and Empirio-Criti
liantly accomplished both tas s m is 

cism. . . . . . . made at the turn of the cent~ry : 
Great sc1entific dr~cov~n.es w~~rg6 the elcctron (1897)' radmm 

X-rays (1895), rad1oact1v1¡ /matt~'r thc quantum theory (1900! , 
(1898), thc electro~ _th~of) o This 'was the bcginning of a ven
the theory of relatlVll)· (l 90S). . .. It was established that the 

l · · th. natural sc1enccs. · . 
1 table rcvo ut10n m e · . d nd that thc chem1cal e e-

mass of thc electron depende~ on spee a the1· These fundamental 
r d mto one ano · . 

ments could be trans1orme . . mbc·r of acccpted phys1cal 
. d ¿· ·al change m a nu · 

discovenes le to a ra red d ·d a crisis in physics. . . d ncc·pts an pro uc<. . . 
nonons an co . . d l .. ses of the dcep cns1s m 

Lenin revealcd the_ cssence ~n ~l1c ~:~d had matured for phys
natural scicnce, espenall_Y_ phys1~s. l~ e >uS unrcalised and often 
ics to shift from its posmons o spon .ª~ <s o'f dialectical material-

. · 1· to ncw pos1t1on. metaphys1cal materia tsm 

ism. . . . hers immediately sei~ed cm the ncw scientif-
React1onary philosop 

1 
. . 1 problcms poscd by these 

. . . .· . d on the gnoseo og1ca . b d 
re d1scove11es ~ . . l thcir own intcrpretauons, ase 
d . .· to o-ive prommence o . . 'al 

iscoveues b. . . d d. t thc scient1sts {rom maten -
cntirely on ideahstrc the~nes,_ an rver nc1·1e scicnce with religion. 

Id h f ideahsm to rcco .al 
ism to the o pat o ' l ·entists that dialectical maten -

Lenin tried to persuade natura sc.1 ( ation and the only true 
ism was the only true r~et~od. º'.c~~tsc~~nectcd with the nat~ral 
philosophy. For rt alon: ~s mt~ms1 fielJ of rescarch makes it poss1ble 
sciences, and. by penetra~m~i(~~e:~hievemcnts and indicate the s~re 
correctly to mterpret sc1en. . . . But materialism, bemg 

1 . . cns1s m sc1cnce. d d road to reso vmg an)' b onstantly develope an 
a scientific world outlook, ~as to .. e e 

· ·ri . el coven cs. · enriched by new sc1ent1 re is l aking discovery even m 
.d th t "with each epoc 1-m " ** 

Engcls once sa1 ~ . L : . rsm I has to change its form . 
the spherc of natural sc1encc it materia i 

d ~ ks Vol 11, p. 326. , 2 
* v . f. Lcnín, Collecle . 

111 
' ~ Seltcttd Work.i in three volumes, 'vol. ' ** Karl Marx and Frcdenck Enge · • 

Moscow, 1977, p. 349. 
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And it was Lcnin who gave matcrialism a new form arcord ' 
to the ncw condi tions of history, when capitalism had entcred 

1~~ . . ¡· llS 
1~pena 1st stage, a~d when natural sciencc was undergoing revolu. 
t1onary transformauon. 

Materialism and Empirio-Criticism is a paean to the power of ti 
h . d ¡· l(.' uman mm , revea mg the limitless prospects for our scientifi 
understanding of the cssence of phenomcna in infinite naturec 
"Hum~n r~ason ha~ discovered many amazing trungs in natur~ 
and w11l discovcr snll more, and will thereby increase its powcr 
over na tu re."* 

In his book, Lenin concretised, investigated and devc
lope~, on the basis of the latest achievements of sciencc, ali the 
cardinal problems of dialcctical materialism. "Materialism and 
Arnpirio-Criticism" represents the new, Lenin stage in it1arxist 
philosoplry. 

The Conclusion of Lcnin's book formulates the principies of thc 
struggle against rcactionary ideology, the criteria which make it 
~ossible to identify truly valuable new conclusions and gcneralisa
l!ons of th e data of science and social practice. Lenin showed that 
any dcviation from philosophical matcrialism, any attempl to 
"refute" or revise the princ.iplcs of thc Marxist dialectical-matcrial
ist world outlook ultimately serve the intcrests of the cxploitina 
c~asses. Lc-nin's statement that behind the epistcmo!ogical scholastÍ: 
c1sm of bourgeois and rcvisionist trends and schools "one cannot fail 
to sec thc stru~gle of the parly in philosophy, a struggle which in 
the final analys1s cxpresses che tendencies and ideology of the hostilc 
classcs of modern society" is most relevant today. " Recent philoso
phy," Lenin emphasised, "is as partisan as was philosophy two 
thousand years ago." ** "~on-partisansrup in philosophy " he con
cludcd, "is only wretchcdly masked servility to ide~lism and 
fideism." * * * 32 

1:'~e :ejc~tion of party commitment in philosophy by modcrn 
rev1s1omsts is doomcd to failurc. 

The appearancc of Materialism and Empirio-Criticism was of im
mense importance for the Party's activities. Its publication was fol 
lowed by l~eated philosophical discussions among Russian Social
Democrats. m m~ny parts of Europe. The most frequent gatherings 
were held m Pans, whcre hundreds of R ussian socialist workers liv
ing in the Paris working-class districts visited the Bolshevik Proletary 

* V. l. Lenin, Col/ecl•d Works, Vol. 14. pp. 281-82 . 
** !bid .. p. 358. 

*** !bid., p. 355. 
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J 1 Lcnin 's book aroused grcat interese and produccd a profound 
e u J. c1· d b ¡· · 1 . ·ession on thc Bolsheviks in Russia. It was stu ie y po Il1ca 
1mP

1 
. · · f · 1'h d' · fi · ers in tsanst Jatls and places o cxtlc. e 1scuss10ns rc-

pnso~v turned into real ideological battles of Lenin's disciples and quen , . 
foUowers against Mac~~ts ª??. Otzov1sts. 

Materialism atUI Empuw-Crztzcism was a powcrful wcapon of the 
Pa~ty in the battle against all forms and varietie~ of oppo~tunism, 

ainst all the falsifiers of Marxism in the Russ1an workmg-class 
ag d 'd . . h d f rnovement. I ts appcarancc aro use w1 e mtcrcst. m t e stu y o 
~arxist philosophy among Party members an? d1~ much to. help 
Party activists and front-rank workers m~stcr d1al~ct1cal a.nd h1st?n
cal materialism. It played an outstandmg part m lhe 1deolog1cal 
arming of the Bolsheviks, in the theorctical substa~tiation. of the 
principies of the proletarian party of the new type and m rallymg and 
strengthcning its ranks. , . 

For more than half a century now this classical work of Lenm 
has scrvcd thc Communist Party of thc Soviet Union as a reliable 
guide in forming lhe scientifü: world outlook of lhe peo~le and in 
combating reactionary ideology. The fight waged by Len111 and the 
Dolsheviks againsL revisionism in .Marxist phi losophy ~ad a strong 
international impact-it cxposed the Second Internat1~nal oppo~
tunist leaders' contention that philosophy had no relat1on to poh
tics, that the philosophical views of Party .mc~bcrs wcrc t~ei.r pri
vatc affair, and that eme could be a ~1arx1st w1lhout subscnbmg to 
dialectical materialism. 

Malerialism and Empirw-Criticism has for many progressive sci~n
tists been a guide in thcir rescarch, helping them to break Wlth 
idealistic views and adopt a scientific, macerialist world outlook. 
For a number of outstanding progressive intellectuals acquaintance 
with Marxist-Leninist theory and the expcrience of the liberation 
struggle of the working people :vas d:cisi~e in winning ~hem over to 
the working class and commumsm. 1 hat 1s ~ow the e~m;~t Frei:ich 
scientists and peacc fightcrs Paul Langevm and Fredenc Johot-
Curie joined the communisl ranks. . . . . . . 

In our dav too l\lfaterialism and Empirzo-Critzczsm contnbutes to 
the struggle '~gaiu'st modero bourgeo is philosophy, philosophical 
revisionism and dogmatism, hclping the peoples to understand 
and reorganise in a revolutionary fash ion thc world they 
livc in. 
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Against the Right and Left Liquidators 

Towards thc close of 1908, publication of Proletary was transferrcd 
to París, chen che centre of Russian political emigration. This made 
il neccssary for Lcnin and Krupskaya to move to Paris too. Thcrc 
was sorne difficulty in finding a suitable flat in Paris. At first che} 
rented a four-room apartment-a rather sumptuous affair with mir
r~red mantle~ieccs - bue it was too expensive and out of k<•eping 
w1th che furn1turc they had brought from Gcneva. The conciergc 
was rather nonplussed as she saw the new lodgers bring in their modest 
belongings. The landlord evcn refused to give Krupskaya the lctter 
of recommendation required of all lcnding library subscribers. Aftcr 
a whilc a suitable two-room apartment was found in 4 Rttr 
Mari e-Rose. 33 

In Paris, as in Geneva, there were always many visitors; thcy fclt 
at home at the "11yichcA~,, in the atmosphere of complete harmony, 
mutual aflection, considcration and infinite tact. Everyonc who 
visited them remarked on this and on the unfailing consideration 
Lenin showed not only for Krupskaya but also for her aged mothcr, 
whom he always helpcd with her household chores. This fricndlv 
atmosphere ncver failed to attract the émigrés for whom scparatio~ 
from Russia was espccially painful in these diflicult years. 

Everyone who kne'"'' Lenin in thcse trying times rcmarkcd on his 
optimism, and varied intcrests. Though engrosscd in politiC"al acciv
ity, he alway~ found time for a lccture on Shakespcare, a bricf visit 
to Antwcrp. 1ts port and museum, a game of chess, a premien' at 
the thcatre, a visit to the exhibition on the 1848 revolution where 
he w~uld cxami~e cvery ítem for it reminded him of real st;ugglcs, 
o~ V1ccor Hugo s verse about the 1848 revolution. On sleepless 
nights he would rcad Verhaercn. Lenin was fond of a theatrc frc
quented by workers in one of the suburbs. It staged revolutionary 
plays _ that could not be produced on the regular Paris stage. He 
also liked to hear Montegus, whose performance of revolutionary 
songs had made him a favourite of the working-class suburbs. Mon
té~us ~~as the s.on of a Paris Communard. Lenin had a long talk 
w1th h1m. Lenm was keenly intcrested in aviation and liked to 
watch thc test flights at the Juvisy AiTfield near Paris. 

In París Lenin made a close study of the French labour movc
mcnt. Together with Nadezhda Konstantinovna he visitcd Paul 
Lafargue and bis wifc, Laura, thc daughter of Karl :VIarx,- at thcir 
hom.e in Draveil, sorne twenty kilometrcs from París. The Lafargues 
recc1vcd them with great cordiality. Lenin had a long talk with 

160 

Lafargue, whom he had first met in 1895, on philosophical subjccts, 
otably on Materialism and Empirio-Criticism. Laura Lafarguc walked 

~'ith Nadezhda Konstancinovna in che park and thcy discussed 
cvents in Russia and the participacion of women in the revolution
arv movement. The visit left an indcliblc imprcssion on Lenin and 
K;upskaya. 

In those trying years of reaction, Len in considcred the Bolsheviks' 
chief task to be preservation and strengthcning of thc rcvolutionary 
working-class party and preparation of the proletariat for the new 
rise of the revolution. 

Lenin claborated and substantiated the Party's policy and tactics 
of prcserving and rallying togcthcr the forces needed to prepare for 
a new revolutionary oflensive. He taught the Bolshcviks to avail 
themselves of every opportunity, even the smallest, to come out in 
thc open, bring into the movement new proletarian forces, irnbue 
every aspect of their activity with the spirit of revolutionary 
struggle. 

'fhis task could be solved only through uncompromising struggle 
aaainst the Partv's numerous enemics thc 11t:nshcviks, Trotskv-º . . 
ites and their accomplices. 

Thc Mcnshcvik.5 appealed to che workers to seek agreement with 
Lhe bourgeoisie. They wanted to liquidate the illegal party 
organisations, cease ali illcgal rcvolutionary activity and tried to set 
up a reformist, legal party. These were the liquidators of the Marx
ist party, and they did great harm to thc working-class movement. 
Thc Menshevik Liquidators denied that a new democratic rcvolu
tion against the rnonarchy was inevitable. In their view, the revolu
tion had been completed and there was no longcr any need for an 
illegal revolutionary prolctarian party. The need now, they argued, 
was to fight for reforms. 

The emergence of this Liquidationist trend, Lenin pointcd out, 
was no mere accident. It was a deep-rooted social phenornenon, in
dissolubly connected with the counter-revolutionary position of the 
liberal bourgeoisie and disintegration among the petty-bourgcois 
fellow travellers of the revolution. Mcnshevik Liquidationism, Lenin 
wrote, "consists ideologically in negation of the revolutionary class 
struggle of the socialist proletariat in general, and dcnial of the 
hegemony of the proletariat in our bourgeois-democratic revolution 
in particular".* OrganisationalJy, Liquidationism signified negation 
of the illegal Social-Democralic Party, dcfcction from the 

* V. l. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 15, p. 154. 
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R.S.D.L.P., resignation from its ranks, and struggle against the 
Party in the legal prcss and legal workers' organisations. Without 
rclcntlessly combating Liquidationism and destroying it, Lenin 
stresscd, che Party could make no headway. 

The ideological confusion and disintcgration led not only to di
rect Liquidationism, but to "Liquidationism inside-out", or Otzo
vism. In thc spring of 1908, an opportunist group of Bolsheviks 
Bogdanov, Alcxinsky, Lunacharsky and others-declared that in 
conditions of reaction che Party should confine itsclf to illcgal activ
ities. Accordingly, the group urged thc recall of the Social-Dcmo
cratic membcrs of the Duma. These were thc Otzovists (from thc 
Russian word "otozvat'', meaning recall), and they werc hamper
ing the Party's efforts to use the Duma rostrum and build up sup
port in thc semi-legal and legal working-class organisations. r n 
other words, thc Otzovists were dcstroying the Party's ties with che 
masscs, renouncing lcadership of the masses and working to con ven 
thc Party into a scctarian organisation incapable of marshalling thc 
forces for a ncw rise of the revolution . T hey d istorted thc very 
essence of revolutionary Marxist tactics, \vhích call for adapting 
forros and mcthods of struggle to new situations without, howevcr, 
losing sight of thc Party's ultímatc goal. The Otzovists were doing 
immcnse harm to thc Party, for sectarianism inevitably leads to iso
lation from thc masses. 

Otzovism, Lcnin strcssed, was a departure from thc principies of 
revolutionary Marxism, and therefore a departurc from Bolshevism. 
By depriving the Party of an opportunity to use thc Duma rostrum 
for propaganda, thc Otzovists were actually leading the Party to
wards its liquidation as che revolurionary party of the working cla'iS. 
Lenin described Oczovism as a caricature of Bolshevism. In his 
efforts to preserve the Party, Lenin fought both varietics of Liquida
tionism, Right and Lcft. 

Lcnin also had to fight Trotsky who sided with the Liquidators 
and who under the guise of "non-factionalism" was advocating Cen
trism or unity of rcvolutionaries and opportunists within a single 
party. Trotsky used the ncwspaper he published in Vicnna 34 to dis
tort Bolshcvism, falsify the history of the firs t R ussian revolution 
and support thc Liquidators. Lenin condemncd thc unprincipled 
attitude of Trotsky and opposed any support of Trotsky's paper. 
In a letter to Sotsial-Demokrat, thc Central Party Organ he 
wrote: "Trotsky behaves like a despicable careerisl and factional
ist... ", either he submits to thc Central Comrnittec, -or "a break 
with this swindler and an cxposure of him in thc C.O. He pays 

162 

. t the Party and behaves worse than any other of the 
l. -scrv1cc o 
1P r e " * 
factiona 

1~ s._ oint in the lifc of thc Party al that period was the 
A turrung P · p · D b 21 2 7 . AU-Russia R.S.D.L.P. Conference m ans, ecem er -. , 

fifrh J 3 9 1909) which Lenin auendcd as a representat1ve 
¡908 ( anual)' - ' ' h l 

R s D L P Central Committee. The keynotc was t e strugg e 
of the f ·n~~a~ainst the Menshevik Liquidators and the "Left" 
on t\\·o ~o the Otzovists and the Ultimatumists.3!> The central 

Portumsts - f 
ºP. as Lenin's report "The Present Situation and the Tasks o 
Point w ' ¡ · d afi d 

P t ,,, on which the conference adopted a reso ut1on r te 
the ar ) ' L. ·a . . 

L · The conference resolutcly condcmned iqm at1omsm. by enm. 1 
Lenin a ttached excepcional importanc~ to the ~onference res~ u-

. ·which defined the Party's revolut1onary lme and orgamsa-
tions, f · Th led he tional policy for the entire period_ o re~c~•o.n. ey revea .' . 
said, the causes and implications oí the cns1s m thc Party and md1-
cated the way out. . 

The conference resolulions were approved by .ª ple~ary mcetmg 
of the R.S.D.L.P . Central Committee and pu~l~shed m a .centr.al 
e mmittee Rcport. Taking thc confercnce deCISlóllS as the~r bas1s, 
L~nin and bis associates launchcd a dccisive struggle agamst the 
enemies of the Party and thc Party spirit. Plckhanov also .carne out 
againsl Liquidationism, and this Lenin rcgarded as a v1ctory for 
Bolshevism. 

T he struggle for the Party grew more and more bitter. At that 
period Lenu; lectured and wrote a great <leal ~n e.he attitude of the 
Marxist Partv to religion. In May 1909 thc cdllonal board of Prole
tary organisecÍ a report by Lenin on thc subject of religion and the 
work~g-class party. A few days later the paper publishcd an .~tic!; 
by him entitled "The Attitude of the Workers' Party to Reh?1on . , 
and in the middle of June the newspaper Sotsial-Demokrat carned h1s 
article "Classes and Parties in Their Attitude to Religion an~ ~he 
Church" . In these articles he revealcd the social roots of rehg10~ 
and stresscd its class nature and the use of religion by thc bourgeo1-
sie as a means of distracting the masscs from the cl~ss str~g?le . 

Lenin explained that Marxism was incompatible with rehgion. 
The struggle against religion, , he s~id,,, was ~he "ABC of a~l 
materialism, and conseq uently of Marx1sm . But 1t must be co~nec
ted with the concrete practicc of a class movemc~t a1med 
at abolishing the social causes of religi~n. The Pa~ty's at~e1st propa
ganda, Lenin wrote, must be subordmated to its mam task-the 

• V. l. Lenin, Collectetl Works, Vol. 34, pp. 399-400. 
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devel?pmcn t of thc class strugglc of the cxploited masses against lhe 
cxplo1tcrs. 

In thc fight to pr_eserve and strengthen the R .S.D.L.P. Lenin 
devoted much attention to the activities of Part)' organisalion · 
R . d. . h . s in 

uss1~, irecung l eir work an? training Party cadres, especiallv 
fr?~ amon~ thc workcrs. _He beheved that the worker groups in th~ 
b1g mdus~r~a.l centres, wh1c~ were gradually taking over direction of 
Party act1v1t1cs, should be g1ven the utmost attention. Lcnin himsdf 
devo~ed much energy and care to training Party funclionaries with 
workmg-class background. Meetings with workers gave him thc 
greatest plea-;urc. That was evident from his animation from th, 
warm sparkle in his eyes. ' < 

A: meeting of the enlarged editorial board of Proletary was held ¡11 

Pans to rall.y thc B?lshevik forces against thc Otzovists. On thc cvc 
of the meeting Lenm conferred with members of the editorial board 
and ~cprcscnta.tivcs. of local Social-Dcmocratic organisations and 
e~plam~d thc s1tuat1on that had arisen in the Party and the Bolshe
vik fa<.:t10n . The enlarged editorial board meeting bcgan on .Tune 
8. (2~~' 1909, a~d proceeded under Lenin 's leadership. The resolu
t10n. ?n Otzov1sm and Ultimatumism" adopted by the meeting 011 

Lenm s report exposed the great harm Otzovist and Ultimatumist 
propnganc~a w~. causing the working-class movement and Social
D~mo~rat1c achv1ty, and the mcnace it creatcd to Party unity. Thc 
cd1tonal ~)Oa~d meeting declared that Otwvism and Ultimatumism 
had nothmg m common with Bolshevism, were outright deviations 
from revolurionary Marxism and should be resolutcly combatcd as 
such by ali Bolsheviks. . 

The m.eeting considere~ thc use of ali legal opportunities of 
u~m~st. 1mp~rtance, notmg that this should nol be an 
a1m m 1tsclf; 1t should alw~ys_ be dosel y conncctcd with the objects 
and ~c:hods of the P~rty s 1llegal revolutionary activitics. 
" Lenm ~ stru?,gle aga1.nst the Liquidators, Otzovists, MachisL5 and 
Go~-bu1lders met w1th strong support in Party organisations in 

RuSSla. 
~enin was_ u~compromising n_ot only. in fighting open oppor

tumsts, thc L1qu1dators, but also m opposmg the seclarians and the 
"Lcfü", ~ho u~cd _rcvolutionary phraseology as a cover for their 
op~orlunism. F1ghtmg on tw? fronts, t~e Bolsheviks strcngthcncd 
lh< 1r ranks and uphcld thcir revolut10nary policy and tactics. 

After the ~roletary editorial board meeting Lenin and his family 
spent ~orne time. at a cheap pension (found through a newspaper 
advert1scment) m the little village of Bombon , (Seine-et-Marne 
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artment). There werc frequent walks in thc surrounding co~n
D~~de and cycling trips to the Cla~~rt woods. aboul fifteen kilo
U) . s av,rav. Lenin returned to Pans m the m1ddle of Scptembcr. 
roe ti e , . As hi:> wife recalled, he had a rigorous work sched~lc: up at eight, 

b 
akfast the Bibliotheque Nationale till the readmg-room closed 

re ' T d". r k fi lunch, back home at two. he con mons 1or wor were not so 
0~ as in Geneva: the library was a considerable distan ce from his 
~orne. The long bicycle journeys werc cxhausting_ and ther:fore 

fter dinner Lenin worked at home, usually late mto the mght. 
ª Len in frequently Jectured to diffcrent audiences on thc situation 
in Russia, the pasition in the Party, thc struggle against c~unter-re
volutionary liberalism, the Paris Commune and other subjects, and 
also went to other countrics to lec:ture. In the cnd of October 1909> 
he addressed a gathering of Social-Democrats in Liegc, Belgium, on 
the position in the Party and gavc a public lccture on " The Ideol
ogy of thc Counter-Revulul·ionary Bourgcoisic". Onc of the 
auclience describcd the lccture (in a lettcr to Kicv intercepted by 
the tsarist policc) as "excellcnt in contcnt and delivery. Now { un
derstand why Lenin cnjoys such influencc, aITection evcn, among 
wide sections of the Party. He is a splendid propagandist, brilliant 
diplomat and politician, profound theorctician, shrewd practica} 
leader, equally effective bdon: a university audiencc and a workers' 
meeting and understood and apprcciated by the masses - in sh()rt, 
the embodimcnt of everything one cxpccts in a Party leader." * 

Counter-rcvolutionary libcralism and its ideology was the subject 
of a public lecture Lenin gavc in November 1909 at the Science 
Society on the Rue Danton. The hall was filled to capacity. There 
werc many Menshevik and Socialist-Rcvolutionary hecklers among 
thc audiencc, but they were soon silcnccd by the iron logic of 
Lenin'!< arguments and his clear, lucid delivcry. The meeting 
adopted a resolution proposed by Lenin. 

The fight Lenin and the Bolsheviks waged against the Liquida-
tors took on fresh force at the plenary meeting of the Party Central 
Committec in París in January 1910. The situation in the Party was 
the central question on the agenda. Thc atmosphcre at the meeting 

was tense. 
Lenin put all his cnergy into the fight against thc conciliators 

and their ally Trotsky. His draft resolution on thc state of aifa.irs in 
the Party condemned both Liquidationism and Otzovism and 
revealed their class roots- bourgeois influence on thc proletariat. 

* hvest·ia No. 238, October 11, 1935. 
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The resolution said both wcre dangerous deviations from Marxisrn 
but it was exprcsscd in most general terms. 

The struggle became sharper still after the Central Committee 
plefo1~ry meeting. '~he :Menshevik Liquidators did not submit to ils 
dec1s1ons and co~tmued thcir unprincipled ~plitting activities. They 
stooped to outnght fou l play. The O tzovists were provoking ali 
manner of sq uabbles. However, despite the complex situation and 
hard struggle, Lenin was as usual guite confident that "the devel
opment of the Party, the development of the Social-Democratic 
movement gocs forward despitc all the devilish difficulties of the 
present situation" . * 

T hc Central Committce plenum elected Lenin to the editorial 
board of Sot~ial-Dem?krat, the. Central Party Organ, now published 
a_br~ad. Lenm ~1scd 1ts pages for a resolute struggle against Liquida
tlomsm, Otzov1sm and Trotskyism. In fa.et, his articles were the 
central feature of Sotsial-Demokrat, and at times there wcrc as many 
as fc~ur in a single issue. A total of more than 80 articles werc 
pubhshcd. 

Lenin was adamant in upholding a consistently Bolshcvik policy 
against conciliatory tendcncies on thc editorial board. The atmo
sphere. bccame especially strained following thc January Central 
Comm1ttee plcna;y meeting, and at one time the struggle bccame 
so acute that Lcnm was on the vergc of resigning from the editorial 
bo~rd w~en .Martov .together with Dan began an anti-Party cam
patgn of mtngue agamst thc Bolsheviks and the pro-Party Menshe
viks. 36 

Lenin ~tood for co-opcration with Plekhanov and his pro-Party 
Menshev1k followers, who wcre opposed to Liguidationism. But he 
emphasised that it was purely a matter of conciliation with them 
for joint struggle against Liguidationism, and that there could be 
no question of glossing over the differences with the pro-Party 
Mensheviks. 

Against Opportunisrn 
in the Second lnternational 

Thro~ghout al i these ycars Lenín fought against thc opportunisl 
lcaders ii:- the Sccond I ~ternational, w~o continucd to support thc 
Menshev1ks. The two ch1ef German Soc1al-Democratic publications, 

• V. l. Lcnin, Co/ltcletl Works, Vol. 34, p. 421. 
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. 7e;t and Vorwarts thrC\v their columns open to calumnious 
Neue "'-' • ' . 
• f enshevik attacks on the Bolshev1ks. . 
t. In Octobcr 1908, Lenin went to ~russcls for ~ mectmg of the In-

atl·onal Socialist Bureau, at which he agam had to come out 
rern · d d ·nst the opportunists. On the eve of thc mectmg he attcn e an 
aga1 - S B h .. 
· tcrnational peace rally. '.:'liext day, whcn che l. . . met, e cnt1-
1~ d Kautskv's resolution in admitting the British lndependent 
~:~ur Part); 3; to the lnternational. \<\'hile suppor,ting its a~plic~
tion, Lenin emphasised that, contrary to ~~utsky s contenuon, tt 
was not really independent of the bourgeo1s1e and was not re~lly 
committed to an independent class policy. He also argucd agamst 
admitting the Zionist socialists in Russia to the Russian section of 
thc International. 

The Zionists supported the "dass cooperation" of ali Jcws, there-
by distracting the toiling Jews from che class st.rugglc against the 
bourgeoisie, from a joint strugglc with the working pcople of othcr 
nationalities for democratic freedoms and socialism. Lenin, who 
hatcd all nationalism, fought against both anti-Semitism and 
Zionism, firmly upholding thc principie~ of proletarian interna-

tionalism. 
The International Socialist l3ureau held its elcventh meeting in 

November 1909 and discusscd two major qucstions, thc Intcrna
tional Socialist Congress in Copcnhagcn in 191 O and thc split in the 
Dutch Social-Democratic Labour Party, the result of a long strug
gle betwcen thc opportunists and Marxists. Speaking on this gues
tion Lenin insisted that the Dutch :Marxists be admitted to the 
Internacional. 

Busy as he was .... vith Party affairs, Lcnin closely followed world 
developments, especially the growing mcnace of world war. He 
exposed the hypocrisy of the ruling circles of the imperiali~t powe~s 
who werc preparing world carnage behind a barragc of d1plomat1c 
talk. An ardent champion of peace, he urged the workers' parties to 
wage struggle against militarism and strain cvery effort ~o ~r.eve~t 
imperialist war. He stressed the grcat importance of ann-m1htanst 
activity of revolutionary Social-Dcmocracy and of propaganda of 
intcrnatíonal solidaritv among the "vorking pcoplc. 

In his article "Bellicose :vlilitarism and the Anti-Militarisl Tac
tics of Social-Democracy", Lcnin sharply crilicised Vollmar, No~ke 
and the other German Right-wing Social-Dcmocrats for contendmg 
that. since militarism and war were inevitable concomitants of capi
talis~, therc was no point in combating them, in carrying out anti
militarist activity. Lenin showed thal this line of argument on the 
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nccd to participate in a "defensive" war led to nationalism to 
defcncc- of one's own bourgeois "fathcrland". ' 

.That opportunis~ policy of the Socíal-Democratic Right wing, it 
w1ll be recalled, d1d lead them to social-chauvinism in the First 
World War. 

In other arcicles, .. Inflammable ~1aterial in ·world Polilics" 
"Eve.nts in. th.e Bal~ans and in Persia", Lenin dcnounccd the prcda~ 
tory u~pc-riahst J?Ohcy of the European colonialim in A'iia. Pointing 
to thcir suppress1on of the national libcration movcment in Persia 
I_ndia and othcr countries, he showed "what brutes thc highly 'civ1 ~ 
h~cd' European 'politicians', men who have pa5sed through thC' 
h1gh school of conscitutionalism, can turn into whcn it co~es to 
a rise in .the mass struggle against capital and the capitalist colonial 
systcm, 1. c., a system of enslavement, plunder and violencc". * 
Lcnin called for a struggle against colonial opprcssion and colonial 
pol!cy: " Do:vvn with ali ~oto.nial policy, down with thc wholc policy 
of mtervcn.t10~ and cap1tahst struggle for the conqucst of foreign 
lands and lorc1gn populations, for new privilcges, ncw markets, con
trol or the .Straits, etc.!"** 

. In the summer of 1910, Lenin vacationed with his family at Por
mc on thc shorc~ of the Bay of Biscay and then wcnl to Copen
hagen for thc Eighth Congress of thc .Second International. This 
~~;as. the scc~nd int:rnational congress he attcnded. On his first day 
m lm: Damsh capital he took part in a meeting of the Congrc-ss 
Burcau and, as at thc Stuttgart Congress, he cxmvcned a confrrence 
of Left-\\ing Social-Democrats during the C'"°ngrcss. This was 
a further step towards uniting the rcvolutionary MarxislS in che in
ternational arena . 
. One of thc chief it~ms on the Congress agenda wa~ the coopcra

ttve movcment, an . 1ssue on which there were sharp differences 
bctw_ecn thc revolut10nary and revisionist trends. It c:oncerned thc 
r~lat1ons between coopcrativcs and political parties. Two basic poli
c1es emerged from the debate, one cxpressive of proletarian class 
struggle, an.d thc oth~r of pctty-bourgeois reformism. Exponents of 
the revolut1onary poltcy regarded the coopcratives as weapons of 
thc ~l~ss struggle, as onc of its auxiliary meaos, and dcfined thc 
c_ond1t1ons. under which the cooperatives could pcrform that func
t1on eífcct1vcly and not remain merely commercial enlerprises. Thc 

• V. l. Lenin, (;ollutd Wurk.r, Vol. J5, p. 182. 
•• lbirl.' p. 229. 
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bo rgeois line was to play down the role of thc cooperatives 
ettv- u 

P the proletarian class struggle. . . . 
10 member of the Congress cooperat1ve comm1ttee, Lenm 
~: c1ª a resolution clearly and comprehcnsively defming the role 

draite ¡ L · ' l · 
d ks of the cooperatives in the class strugg e. enm s reso ullon 

an tas . b h was made the basis of the draft subm1tted lO thc Congrcss y t e 

R.S.D.L .P. dclegation. . . 
The Russian delegation was dommated by opportums.ts, a~d 

Lenin had to wage a vigorous struggle against them. In th~ir rab1d 
hatrcd of thc Bolsheviks and thcir ~eadcr, the_ Mens~;viks even 
accused Lenin, at a dekgation meetmg, of trymg to wreck the 
Party". When a Bolshevik d~legatc ask~d h~w one man could 
wrcck the Party, the Menshcv1k Dan rephcd: He devotcs twenty
four hours to the rcvolution, has no othcr thoughts savc thoughts of 
thc revolution, cven sccs revolution in his slccp. What can you. do 
with such a man?" * A bittcr enemy of Lcnin and the Bo~sh~v1ks, 
Dan unwittingly spoke thc truth. for Lc~in dcvoted all h1~ hfe to 
the struggle for the victory of the rcvolutJon, for thc es~abhshment 
of prolctarian dictatorship, for socialism and the happmcss of the 
working people. 

I n the course of the Congress, Lenin again drew closer to ~le
khanov. Thev \•,;ere united in a common cfforl to preserve the 1lle
gal ~farxist ·party against the Liquidators, Trotskyite;s and r~vi~ 
sionists of cvery stripe. Togethcr they rcbuttcd Trots~y s sl~ndernus_ 
writings in the German pres.~ , in which he gave a false p1cturc ?l 
the situation in thc R.S.D.L.P., claiming that the Party was m 
a statc of confusion and disintcgration. Togcther they vigorously 
protcsted against these malicio.us fabricatio?s. 1 n a lettcr to the 
Executive of the Gcrman Soc1al-Democrat1c Party they exposed 
Trotskv's article in Vorwiirts, and after the Congress Lenin wrote 
a long ·anide, "The Historical Meani?g of thc Inncr-Party Strugg:e 
in Russia", in which he cfft·ct1vely refutcd ali Trotsky s 

líes. 
Lenin continued his tense work in Copcnhagen, visiting the pub-

lic library every day before and after the Congress sittings. He was 
chiefly interested in Danish agriculturc and r:iade a careful study of 
agricultura! statistics, which he latcr used m a number of wo~ks. 
On the closing day of the Congress he s~gncd a rnessage to Tma 
Kirkova, a prominent figure in thc Bulganan labour movement and 

* Reminisctnces of Lenin, ediLed hy N. Meshcheryakov, Vol. II, 1925, p. 49 

(Russ. ed.). 
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the Rumanian Social-Dcmocrat K Dot>rog Gh , · t canu- erea on b h 
of a gr?up of ~farxist dclegates. ' e aJf 

In m1d-September, Lenin went to Stockholm to meet h' h 
In Stockholm Lenin addressed severa! Social O is. mot <'r. 

ings on the International Socialist Congress in ¿ e~ocrauc meet
situation in the R ussian Party Mar. Al d pcn agen and the 
of the lectures, arranged by the .Stock~~lm eBoxalsnhero'vkna atte~fdhc~ one 
th fi . v1 group is '~ª 

e 1rst time she heard her son speak in public "and ·t · d s 
me " t L · , · , 1 seeme to "th ~ro e. enm s .s1ster, Maria Ilyinichna who accompanied her 

at istenmg to h1m [Lénin] she was reminded of lhe s , 
~er olhher sodn, Alexa~der Ilyich, at his tria!. That was evid~~;cf~o~ 
er c ange express1on." * 

They did not spend long t ¡ 1'h d . . I . . oget 1er.. e ay of partmg carne 
sh~nmr:tood on thc p1er wistful!y w~tching his mother b~ard the. 
. p. e .could n?t go aboard smce it was a Russian ship and h , 
tan thc nsk of bcmo· ar .. t d I . e . fi· I' h . º < res .e . t was a sad farewcll, for Lcnin had 
a ce mg t at t~JS was probably the last time he was to S<'e his 
~~tl~;,~ ~?d so it was; Maria Alcxandrovna died in .Tuly 1916. Shc 

, ive to see h,er son carry hís great cause to victorv 
fowards the end of Scptember 1910 L · . d . ' · 

brok th · · enm 1 eturne to Pans He 
th 1'.:. h ehJOiurney t~ Copenhagen, whcre he dclivcred a lcclur~ on 
. e ,1g t nternat1onal Socialist Conrrress of the Se. d l . t10nal. 1"> con ntcr na-

* M. Ulyanova, Reminíscerices <!f Lenin and tht l ·t 
p. 299 (Russ. ed. ) . JD-'ª110° Family, Moscow, 1978, 
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Chapter Seuen 

THE NEW RISE OF THE REVOLUTION 

Our cause is going ahead-in spite of everything
aod the workers' party is being built up as a 
revolutiooary Social-Democratic party, against 
the liberal renegades, the Liquidators. We shall 
have cause to celebrate one day. 

lmin 

As Lenin had foreseen , the triumph of the Stolypin rcaction was 
shortlived. 

The Beginning of a New Revolutionary Upsurge 

The proletariat was the first to take t.hc offensive against tsarism. 
Thc summer of 1910 saw a reviva! of the working-class movement, 
and in the autumn there were more frequcnt strikes in St. Peters
burg, Moscow, \Varsaw and other industrial centres. The lessons of 
the 1905-07 revolution made for heightened class consciousncss of 
the workers. 

The industrial reviva} meant an increase in the numbcr of 
workers and, what was o[ exceptional importance, a greater degree 
of concentration: over half of the industrial Jabour force was 
cmploycd in factories with 500 or more workcrs each, as against 
only about one-third in the United States. Russia, in fact, had the 
world's highcst concentration of industrial workers. And though the 
working class was comparatively small numcrically, its economic 
and political conditions and militancy , and the entire preceding 
Bolshevik activity for the revolulionary cducation and organisation 
of the Russian working class, made it the decisive force of the liber
ation movement against tsarism and capitalism. 

And the selfless struggle waged by the working class was an 
cxample to the peasantry and the othcr dcmocratic forces, bringing 
them into the fight for freedom. The peasants replicd to Stolypin's 
agrarian reform 38 by sctting fire to manor-houses. The beginning of 
the new revolutionary upsurge insistcntly dcmanded the unity of 
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thc R.S.D.L.P., purging of its ranks from opportunists, ancl strength. 
cning of the lcading Lod ies of the Party. 

On Len in 's initiative the Bolshevi.ks strengthened their bloc with 
the pro-Party Mcnshevi.ks and bcgan publication in Paris of thc 
illegal popular newspaper Rabochaya Gazeta (Workers' Gazette). thc 
first issue of which appeared on October 30 (November 12), 1910. 
Lenin urged ali Bolshevik groups in Russia and abroad to suppon 
the new paper and begin preparation for meetings and confnenr<'s 
that would rc-cstablish and strengthen the Party. 

In connection with the new upsurge of the rcvolutionary move
rnent in Russia, Lcnin set thc Bolsheviks thc urgent task of rc-estah
lishing the legal :Yfarxist prcss. And the Bolsheviks accomplished 
that task, aftcr surmounting great difficulties, by starting publiea
tion in St. Petersburg of a weekly newspapcr, ,(ve<da (The Star). 
The first issuc appearcd on Dccember 16 (29), 1910. 

Len in invited Gorky to contributc and <:,veda publishcd sevcn of 
his famous Tales qf Italy. "I am very, vcry glad," Lenin wrott: 
Gorky, "that you are helping <:,vezda. We are having a dcvilish hard 
job with it interna) and externa! and financia! difficultics are im
rnense - but still we are rnanaging so far."* 

At ttu· same time, in Dccember 191 O, arrangernen ts werc madc 
for the publication in \1oscow of a legal Bolshcvik maga7.ine Mysl 
(Thoughl). Len in excrcised idcological guidance oí hoth ,(vezda and 
Mysl. He '"ªs in constant touch with thc editors, dirccted their 
work, ericicised mistakcs, particularly in the carly issues of ,(vu.da, 
and \\'agcd a struggle for a consistent Marxist line of the ne'' ~
paper. He published more than fifty of his own articles in ,(i1ezda 
and Jlysl. Under his leadership ,(veda became a militant Marxis1 
papcr that propagated the prograrnmc and tactics of lh<' illegal 
prolctarian party and served as the legal Bolshcvik centre in 
R ussia. 

Among thc Lenin articles it printed wcre thc well-known "Cer
tain Features of the Historical Development of .Marxism" and "Dif
fcrences in the European Labour .Ylovement" . Mysl carried Lenin 's 
important article "Those Who Would Liquidate Us". In a li of 
them Lenin gave an cxceptionally profound and lucid description oí 
thc creative naturc of revolutionary Marxism. Engels's classical for
mula that Marxísm was not a dogma, but a guide to action, Lenin 
rcmarkcd, exprcssed thc most profound and distinctive feature ol' 
M arxism, its intrinsic projection in to the futurc, its creativc revolu-

* V. 1. Len in, Collectnl Works, Vol. 35, p. 22. 
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. . his as ect of Marxism, we "turn ~ar~-
tionary spint. O~erlook1~~d~d di~ortc·d and lifcless; wc dcpr~ve it 
. rn into somet.hmg one-ds1 ? 'ts basic cheoretical foundations -
IS 'fi bl od. we un ermme i b . d 
of its h e o d , . f historical dcvelopment, all-em racmg a~ 
dialectics, the . o~tn~e ~ ndcrmine its connection with the defimte 
full of contrad1ct1ons, y,e uh h' ch may changc with cvery new turn 

· al tasks of the cpoc w l 
prac~1c ,, * . . 
of h1st0ry . . . . . ontcxt is "Differences in the Euro-

Of special s1gnificance .'.n ~h1si~ Lenin discloses the chief cau~e of 
pean Labour Movement . º. d tactics within the internat.ional 
tbe differences ovcr theory 1ªºd d there had been an incessant 

t For severa cea es . . . 
labour movemcn . . . . s from Marxism: revis1omsm, 
struggle bctween two_ bas1c devh1~uon. hand and anarchism, and 

. . form1sm on t e one , M . 
opportumsm, le . ' h All deviations from arx1sm, 

d . lism on the ot er. f · ¡· anarcho-syn ica ' d r: th vcry nature o cap1ta ist 
. d nstrated stcmme irom e 

Lenm emo , . nt of the dass struggle. 
society, fr~m. the d:vclopme t. ts to its ranks, particularly in pe-

The sociabst movement at rae . lass movement ever new 
riods of rapid gro~th of the w~~~~n~~ining is ínevit;hly accom
strala of the wor~mg .peo~le , t e of thcory and tactics, by repetí
panicd by "wavermgs m t e sp 1er sion to antiquated views 
tions of old mistakes, by a ccmporary lr~.v~: 

. d thods and so fort l · h 
and antiqu~te me h 'kward cconomic rclationships hampcr t e 

I n countnes whcr.e .ªe . thc roletarian class struggle, sorne 
dcvelopment of capitahsm and ~ P.assimilate only ccrtain aspects 
supparters of the labo~ rn_o:~m~~he new world outlook, or individ-
of Mancism onlv ccrtam pa1 • .s o 

i , 1 ds" *** 
ual slogans and deman . . Lcnin ointed out, is the dialec-

A constant source of diffcrences, 1i· h pprocecds in contradictions 
tical nature of social dcvelopment, w ic 

and through contradictions. t e due also to sorne change 
·{'(" . he labour movcmcn ar . . . 

Dmerences m t . 1 and the bourgeo1S1e m par-
. b h ling classcs m genera f 

of taCtICS y t e ru e • h b eoisie devises lWO systems O 

ticular. In rnost countnes h~ e ~r51c carrot of maintaining its 
rule, two methods - the w ip. an t unconcealed coercion' and the 
domination: the method of d1rec , . And not infre-

" ' b r ,, f individual conccss1ons. . 
method of 11 era ism ' o h th r or are applied in vanous 
quently these methods succeed cae o e 
combinations. 

* V. l. Lenin, Collected W11rkJ, Vol. 17, p. 39. 

** Jbid., Vol. 16, p. 348. 
*** ]bid. 
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Thc growth of anarchism pett '-bo " . . 
tarianism in thc workina cl'ass ) urgeo~s revolut10nism, and S<'c 

• ñ- movement 15 d t . -
t1on by definite groups of socialists to the methue o o~e-s1ded reac. 
used by the bourgeoisie with regard t h ~d of direct coercion 
of every variety rejcct "petty work" o ~ e peop c. ~eft opportunists 
ties among thc masses, especiallv ~ti~Yss~~i:~t~f pamstak~g activi
platform. In practice, this tac~ic f L f. the parhamentary 
amounts to waiting for momento º. 1 ~ tist groups and trends 
· bil. us revo utionary l ma ity to mus ter the forces wh. h events, a ong v. ith 

In sorne of the more de 1 d ic create great events. 
sie rcsorts to a policy of ;: ofipe capit~list countries the bourgeoi-

. re orms agamst re 1 . ,, O < 

reaction to this liberalism and "b . vo .uti~? . ne-sidcd 
opportunism in the labour movem~u;g~o1~ refor1?-11sm breeds Right 
cept reforms, which are fully comp º.b·l or _t}he Righl opportunists ac-
" · atJ e w1t i the ca · t· l" . 

partial realisation of socialism" b pi.~ ist systcm, as 
reject revolution for trans·t· /. ow to. b~urge01s legality" and 

B 
1 ion uom capitahs l · ¡· 

oth Right and [ eü . . · m o socia ism. 
"! . , . opportumsts Lenm . t . 

1mder che thing that is rnost im . ' . wro e m conclusion, 
to unite thc workcrs i·n b' poi t~nt and most urgcnt, namely 

. 1g powerful a d ¡ ' 
organisations capable of fun :t. . n proper Y functioning 

' e 10nmo· well nd ll . 
permcated with the S})irit of the el· .b ul cr a circumstances, . d . . ass strugg e clearly . l" . h . 
a1ms an tramed in the 1 . 1\1: . , , rea ismg l c11' 

Toda lh e . I ue arx1st world outlook" * 
y e ommunist and \Vorkcrs' P· . . 

from Lenin's article " D·i:r . art1es draw many lessons 
iuerences m th f' ment". e ,uropean Labour Movc-

Thc struggle against both R · l .. 
tunism and a conciliatory attit~~~t t~:d Left rev~10nisn:1 and oppor-
duty of thc Commun1'st . ~rds thcm is thc mdispensable 

parties a pnm d · · and strcngth. ' e con 1t1on of their unitv 

. Living in cmigration Lenin devoted . , 
mg of Party cadres In th . much attent10n to the train-

. · e spnng of 1911 on h. · · · · 
organised a Pany school at L . is m1tiat1ve was 
Krupskaya Semashko and A ~ng¡udmeau, a little village near Paris. 
· ' 1man took a · . 
mg and directing the work of th h n active part m organis-
?umbe~, wcrc workers drawn fr~~c Pºa~l~ ;Ther st~de?ts, e.ighteen in 
mdustnal centres of Russi -St p ) orga01sat1ons m the big 

Y k 
· " ª · etersburg M S 

e atennoslav and others E\mo th , ' oscow, ormovo 

h 
· , ' · · ng e studrnt th . ' 

s ev1ks, {our ¡)ro-Party iL<,. •1 , ,·k · s e1c were ten Bol-
1vJ. •• ns 1C\· 1 s and one J.Tp d . * * r eryo -1st . 

• : V. l. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 16, p. 349 
Vperyod-1sts-Ot:wvisrs g. 1 · 1910 to 1917 rnupec around thcnewspaper VI•. d . · l'eryo , pu bl1slwd from 
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Scfore the opening of the school Lcnin discussed with the group 
he Manifesto of the Communist Party of Marx and Engels and Krups
~aya taught the students to writc articles and lcttcrs to newspapcrs. 

In the school Lenin gave 29 lectures on política\ economy and 12 
each on the agrarian question and the theory and practice of social
isrn in Russia. At thc request of the students, he gave three addi
tional lectures on the materialist interpretation of history and a talk 
on the political situation and position within the Party. His lectures 
often rook the form of animated discussion in which all eighteen 
students participated. He taught them to analysc problems and 
trained them in the habit of indcpendcnt and systematic study. 

The school was in session for about thrce months. Lenin was very 
pleased with the results of its work. A farewcll "graduation" even
ing was organised, at which Lenin addressed sorne warm parting 
words to thc rcvolutionarics who were soon to dcpart for Russia. 
He charged them to remember Party comradcship, and, most im
portant, to rely more boldly on Lhe working class, for in it lay the 
power and the future or the Party and the revolution. 

Three of the students, G. Orjonikidze, J. Schwarz and B. Bres
lav, left to takc up illegal work in R ussia before thc encl of the 
course and thc rest followcd whcn the school closed. In Russia they 
carne .to be kno\.v·n as "Leninists" and \verc proud of the name. All 
of them became subsequently promincnt Party and Soviet workers. 
The Longjumeau school, organised and directed by Lcnin, \·vas the 
forerunner of the Bolshevik Party schools and Communist 

universilics founded in later years. 
In memory of Lenin's stay in Longjumeau thc French Com-

munists put up a memorial plaque on thc wall of house number 91 
on the corner of the Ruc de l'école and the Grande Rue, bearing 
the inscription: "V. l. Lenin, theoretician and leadcr of the world 
Communist movement and foundcr of the Soviet Union, lived and 

worked here in 191 l. " 
In May 1911 , Lenin took steps to restore the Party leading body. 

All the Bolshevik members of the C.C. working in Russia had been 
arrested, and Lenin therefore decided to call a conference of e.e. 
members living abroad. It was held in Paris on May 28-June 
4 (June 10-17), 1911 , and greatly expcditcd the convocation of 
a general Party confcrencc. I t appointed an Organising eommis
sion Abroad for calling an all-R ussia Party confcrence. It instructed ex
pcricnced Partyworkers, Orjonikidze, Schwarz and Breslav, to contact 
Party committees in Central and South Russia and the Urals and, 
togcther with them, convene a conference which would set up 
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a Russian Organising Committee. The R.O.C. was formed at the 
end of Septcmbcr 191 l , at a conferencc of local Party organisations 
in Baku, and immediately started energetic activity. 

In Septcmber 1911 , Lenin attended a meeting of the Interna. 
tional Socialist Bureau in Zurich at which he supported Rosa Lux
emburg against the opportunist attitude of the German Social-Dern. 
ocrats in connection with the Reichstag elections. Whilc in 
Switzerland he gave lectures on "Stolypin and thc Rcvolu
tion '' in severa! towns, repeating the lecture in París, Brussels. 
Antwerp, Licge and London in October and November. 

At the cnd of Dccember, in París, he held a meeting of Bolshrvik 
groups abroad, at which he delivercd a report on the position in 
the Party. The meeting approved the work of the R.0.C. in pre
paring a Party confercnce. 

It was decided to hold the conferencc in Prague. Thc Cz<'ch 
Social-Democrats rendcred valuable assistance in its organisation, 
providing thc hall , arranging for the delcgatcs to be put up with 
workers' familics and, in general, dísplaying friendly ccmcern for 
their safcty and comfort. This was an expression of genuine prole
tarian solidarity. 

Thc ovcrwhelming majority of the delegates were workcrs. With 
one of thcm, Yevgeny Onufriyev (Stepan), a mechanic at the 
Obukhov Engincrring Works in St. Petersburg and a mcmber of 
the St. Petersburg Party Committee, Lenin sharcd a room in th<" 
home of a Czech workcr. In his reminiscences, Onufriyev speaks or 
the great considcration and tact Lenin always showed at home. He 
would oftcn r('turn late at night and, not to disturb Onufriye,·. 
would tiptoe across the room, quietly undress and go to bed. If he 
carne carlier, he would drink a cup of tea and rest for ten or fifteen 
minutes, pacing the room with his thumbs in the armholcs of his 
waistcoat. Then, valuing his time, he would tell his room-mate: 
"Well, Stcpan, you go on with your reading and I'II do somc 
work." 

The Sixth All-Russia Conference of the R.S.D.L.P. opened on 
January 5 (18), 1912, and held all its 23 sessions secretly in 
a modest hall in the Social-Democrat People's House at 7, Gibcrn 
Street. 

Lcnin dirccted ali thc work of the confercncc, was electcd its 
chairman, delivered lhc reports and speeches on all key qucstíons, 
drafted the conferencc resolutions, which were adopted by the con
fercncc. He was not only the organiser and leader but thc hcart 
and soul of this historie conference. 
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, Bobh_e.dk D~·pmíes Lo rhe Fourth Duma in cxilt' 
1.lrfl to righl;: C. Pctrov&ky, F. Samoilov, :vi. Mur~mov 

i\. Baciayev, "!. Shagov ' 
I'lioto 

Lenin's report 011 the current problcms and Party questions and 
h Confercnce resolutions gavc a comprchcnsive analysis of thc 

t ~itical situation, underscored the growth of the revolutionary 
Poovcment against tsarism and confirmcd anew thc Party's basic :sk- a democratic revolution headed by the prolctariat with the 
~casantry following its lcadership. . . 

An important feature of the Prague dehbcrations was the reports 
from Party organisations in Russia, to which Lenin attached the 
utmost importance, making copious notes throughout thc five ses
sions at which these reports wcre heard. He was particularly intcr
ested in the numbcr and composition of Party organisations, ho"" 
Jong they had heen in existence, how they wrrc popularising and 
circulating the Bolshcvik newspapers Sotsial-Demokrat and Zvezda 
and the magazine li1ysl, in propaganda activity among workers, 
and joint work with pro-Party Mensheviks. And he was gratified to 
learn that everywhcre energetic work was being conducted among 
revolutionary-minded workcrs to strcngthen thc illegal Party 
organisations and groups, and that cverywhcrc there was wide un
dcrstanding of thc need to combine illegal and legal forms of politi
cal activity. 

In his speech 011 the organisational qucstion, Lcnin empha-
siscd the nced for able utilisation of thc Duma platform and 
\vork in the trade unions and various legal workcrs' organisations, 
urging the establishment in each of thcse oí a Party nucleus capable 
of carrying out firm Party policy. 

Thc conference adopted the resolution on "Liquidationism and 
thc Liquidator Group" , drafted by Lcnin, in which it declared that 
the liquidator group has "definitely placed itself outside the Party". The 
Confercnce thus expellcd the Liquidators from the proletarian 
Party. That was a historie dccision - che Bolsheviks climinated al] 
vestigcs of formal unity with the Mcnsheviks within the R.S.D.L.P. 
The Coriferenff formalised the independent existence of the Bolshevik Party 

Jounded by Lenin in 1903. 
Lenin reported on the activities of the International Socialist 

Bureau, devoting a large part of his speech to the strugglc within 
the German Social-Democratic Party in which, he said, things were 
heading towards a split. Three distinct groups - centrist, opportunist 
and revolutionary - had taken shape in the party. Len in sharply crit
icised the opportunism of sorne members of the German delegation 
on the International Socialist Bureau. 

Lenin regarded the detcriorating rclations between the revolu
tionary and opportunist trends within thc German Social-Dcmoc-
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racy as an important symptom of the beginning of a new agC' -· th 
age of socialist rcvolution. ' e 

The Prague Confercnce adopted a number of important resolu. 
tions .on internationa! issues and the nacional liberation mo\ <'rnenl. 
It ha1le~ t~e rc_vol~uonary repu~licans of China, cmphasising the 
worldw1de 1mplicauons of the Chmese people's revolutionary strug
gle. 1 l expresscd complete sympathy with thc liberation struggle ~f 
the Persian people, and noted the common aims of the workcrs of 
Finland and Russia in the fight against tsarism and the countcr-rC'v
olutionary bourgeoisic. Expressed in ali these conferenrc resolu
tions was the great principie of proletarian internationalism. 

Thc organisational principies of Bolshevism, the Pany's policy 
and tactics in the new conditions of a revolutionary upsurgc, found 
full exprcssion in thc Prague resol utions. 

Thc Confcrencc had vast international significancc, for it gav<' thc 
rcvolutionary forces in thc Second lnternational parties a striking 
example of strugglc against opportunism in the socialist working
dass movcment. 

Every action by lhc Left Socialisls in thc Second Internacional 
partics against thc opportunists gratífied Lenin. He welcomed thc 
dccision of thc Thirtcenth 1 talian Socialist Party Congress, held six 
months after thc Prague Confercnce of thc R.S. O.L.P., to expcl 
a group of opportunists (Right-wing reformists) led by the former 
Party lea~cr, Bissol.ati, commenting on the l talian Socialist Party 
Congress m an art1clc for Pravda (The Truth) . 

In the expulsion of the opportunists from the Italian Socialist 
Party Lcnin saw confirmation of the Prague Confercnce policy of 
cnergetically and consistently combating the opportunists. right up 
to an organisational break with them. 

Thc Liquidators in R ussia and abroad- thc Trotskyitcs, Bundists, 
Vperyod-ists, and the opportunist elcments in the Polish and Latvian 
Social-Dcmocratic parties-startcd a vicious campaign against the 
Praguc Confcrencc, seeking to discrcdít it and vindicate the Liqui
dators who had be~n expclled from the Party. With the oppor
tumsts oustcd from 1ts ranks, the Bolshevik Pany greatly strcngth
ened its organisations, achieved close-knit unity, enhanccd its 
fighting capacity and was in a position to give efTective lcadership 
to the ncw upsurgc or the mass revolutionary strugglc. 

Both in Russia and abroad Lenin and the Bolshcviks d.irected 
thcir efforts to putting the Prague resolutions into effect. 
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Bolshevik Press 
. 4 'J 7) 1912 a bloodv drama was enacted in the far-off 

Apnl 1 ' ' ' ·k· . On. i a ' when tsarist troops opencd firc on stn mg mmers 
Sibenan dta g the 1 ena Goldfields. This spurred the masses through
ernployc on - to, r·evolutionary action. Ncws of the Lena tragedy 

he country f h t 
out t . d bv the Bolshcvik Zvezda to evcry corner o t e coun ry, 
was c.arne h , mberless voices of protest from factory workers 

gmg t e nu . , k. ¡ 
rner . 1 powerful wrathful voice of Russia s wor mg ~ ass. 
· o a smg e, ·k · R to 
int . made a report 011 the Lena events ~nd. stn es m ussia 
Lenm . . f th R S D L p Orga111sation Abroad and out-p s sect1on o e · · · · · · 1 d 
t~e %~asures that would enable thc Bolshevik Party to g1ve ea -
bn~~ to the mounting mass revolutionary movcment. La~er he 
:~d~~ssed mcetings in París and Lcip?.ig on the revolut1onary 

Psurge in Russia . . d fi . 7 d 
u Thc Lena shootings grcatly mcrcased. the deman , or "-vez a, 

l. h in March began to appcar t.hree umes a wcck. fhe growt.h 
~f ~~e wor~ing-class ~ovemcnt made frcsh dcffi:~nds on the Pan y press; 
a daily mass workers' newspapcr was rec~uu ed. . . . 

O !\ .-l 10 (23) permission was obtamed from th: a~thontles 
to nubl~~ a dail~ paper, Pravda, and its pu~hcat1on. was 

p d shortlv .thereafter. On the night followmg Apnl ~l 
announce , . b · d its 
Ma 4) the printing plant whcre Pravda was cmg pu_t º':1l an 

(. dy , -d d "th 'vorkers sent b)' Party orgamsat1ons from yar werc crO\.\· e w 1 • . . fi . 
all parts.. of the capit~l: they. had come to bnng copies of the irst 
Marxist dailv to the1r faetones. . . 

Pravda wa~ published on voluntary contnbuuons from workers 
and en· oved immense popularit) : in 19 J 2, thcre were 620 grou~ 

.b~ '. . 1913 thc number was 2 181, and m January-May contn ut1ons, m , ' . . . 
1914. 2,873. Lenin regarded thcse voluncary conmbu~1ons as equiv-
alen{ to Partv mcmbersbip ducs. Without the assJSta~ce .ºf the 
working class.,Pravda would never have becn a~lc to surv1vc m c?n
ditions of bru.tal police repressions; 36 court su1ts ~ere filed .agamst 

. fi f bl. t·on alone ch1efly for failure to its editors m the ll'St year o pu 1ca l ' 

pay fines. All in all, the editors spe~t nearl~, four years ~::~~ 
rnonths\J in jail, and 41 issucs wcre coní1srat.ed. I ru:, only a f 

. . 1. 11 ·. th hands of rhe pohce for most o 
Part of the total ed1llon e mto e ' 

1
. Id 

. b k . before the po ice cou the a ers were carncd away Y wor ers . . 
1 ph l? 1 d them Such issues wrapped m rcact10nary news-ay t ell' 1an s on · ' . . · d b d 

·1 d Len in and subscnbcrs m R uss1a an a roa . papers were ma1 e to · > b · 
Ei ht times the tsarist governmcnt suppresscd 1.ravda, ':1t i.t e?~-

. g d d·fl'erent namcs. Dcsp1tc ali d1fficult1es, tmucd to come out un er u1 1 
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the Bolshcviks were able to put out 636 issues in the little rnore 
than two years of Prauda's existence. And this, Lenin said , \va~ 
conspicuous proof of the class consciousness, energy and un ity of 
the R ussian workcrs. 

The anniversary of Prauda, April 22 (May 5), has since 1922 becn 
celebratcd as Workers' Press Day. 

In June 1912, Lcnin and Krupskaya moved from Paris to Cra. 
cow, Polish Galicia, then part of Austria-Hungary. They spent 
a few days in Leipzig and on J une 9 (22) arrived in Cracow. To 
obtain a residence permit, Lenin, as a foreigner, had to appcar and 
answer qucstions at policc headquarters. Asked about his occupa
tion and rneans of livclihood, he replied: "I arn a correspondent of 
Prauda, a Russian dernocratic newspaper published in St. Petcrs
burg, and of Sotsial-Demokrat, a Russian newspaper publishcd in 
Paris; that is thc so urce of my earnings." 

Questioned about his purpose in coming to Cracow, Lenin said: 
"l have come to Galicia to study agrarian relations, in which I am 
particularly interestcd, and also to study the Polish language." * 
Lenin was imrncdiately put under secret policc surveillance. 

The real reason why Lenin chose Cracow \vas that it offcred hel
tcr opportunitics for c.~cablishing closer rdations with Russia and 
dire<.:ting Prauda and Party activity therc. 
. At first, Lenin rcnted a two-roorn apartment in a housc on 
Zwierzynicc Street in the castern, \vorking-class suburb. But this 
was too far away frorn the railway station, to which Lenin had to 
rnake daily trips to post lettcrs - to make sure that h.is artidcs reach 
Prauda in time, he used to send them with the evening express. 
Early in Scptembcr 1912, Lenin and Krupskaya moved to anothcr 
addrcss, not far frorn thc railway station, on Lubomirski Street 
(now Andr2ej Modr2ewski Street) , where they rentcd another two
room Hat. The furniturc consisted of three cheap iron beds, two 
deal tables, a few bookshclves and a few chairs. 

In Cracow and in sumrner in Bely Dunajec near Poronin, Lenin 
carne into still closer association with the Polish labour rnovemcnt, 
with Polish Social-Dcmocrats and rendered them considerable assis
tance. He had a sufficient command of the language to follow the 
press. 

In 1913 Lcnin attended the May Day meeting of Cracow 
workers. In April 1913, at thc People's University he read a lecturc 
to Polish Socialists of the various trends. Lenin's subject was: "The 

* Lmin Mi:.ce/lany 11, p. 4 71. 

180 

. Cl Movement and Social-Dernocracy". The 
JlUSSian Work1~~he ª:ussian Social-Democratic Movement a~d th~ 
A...rond lccture, . " •as delivered in March 1914, at a meetmg o 
,...- ·onal Quest1on ' w . 
Nall . dents' soc1ety. · · h 
the SpunJa stu nin was soon in close contact with Russ1a-w1t. 

In Cracow, ~e . Duma group and local Party orgam-
h Social-Democrat1c . h' 

Praz•da, t e ondence with Russia increased rap1dly reac mg up 
sations. Co~esp red lettcrs a month. Arrangements were made f~r 
to several h_und of the fronticr. Many comrades carne ~rom ~uss1a 
illegal crossmgs d ports from Party organisat1ons, discuss 

deliver messages an re . . 
to d receivc instructions and adv1cc. 
thcir ~roblem;r:V~a's factual editor-in-chief. He w_rotc for the pape~ 

Lcnlll w~s . . 1 eared undcr vanous pseudonyms. 
almost. da1ly. H1s. a~1c ~~ azy l., Pravdist, Statistician, Rea?~r 
V. Ilym, V. Frey' . .,Al 'th more than 280 of Lerun s 

N d many more. togc er, 
M. ., an . . a earcd in the papcr. Those _on 
articles ancl shortcr notes PP . . an Acso¡)1an 

, · l l · t werc wntten m · 
the most controversia su >JCC s , . fi ctly clear to thc 
language that evadcd the censor but was pcr e 

rcader. . · ·n thc autumn of 
During the Fourth Duma election campa1gn, t d. . of 

. . .d l · ·d to prcvent a 1scuss1on 
1912 the Menshev1k L1qu1 ators ne . . 1'hey 

' l roups at clect1on mecnngs. 
political ~laúorms ?i t ie ~\·Vo a:on - t~ discuss a revolutionary pro-
were afra1d - and wtt 1 goo re . h· l they would be dcfeated . 
gramme for the R.S.D.L.P., knowmg t a ke tl11's the chief 

d P d d · ls supportcrs to ma 
Lenin requcste rau .ª an 1 

. , . the Cadcts and Liquida-
issue and intensih their campaign agamst . . · · 

. : h more rn1htant spmt. 
tors, thcreby g1vmg t e papcr a . ·n thc elcctions to the "Left 

Lenin attached great importance ' 'th the Trudoviks,39 
,. . . mporar)' agreemcnts w1 

bloc tact1c, 1. e., te 
1 

S ·al'sts4º as a coun-. . 1 · . · . d Popu ar on 1. 
Sociahst-Rcvo uuonanes an . . f alliance with the 
terweight to the Menshevik tacnc o 

Cadets. . f h B lshevik campaign: Bol-
He was pleased ·with the results o t e ko ' . 41 i'n ali six in-

1 d f m the wor crs cuna 
shevik workers were e ecte r~ d . 1 g , bernias returned seven 
dustrial gubernias. The non-m ustna u 

Mcnsheviks. . h f et also that thc Bolsheviks had 
And Lenin was gratificcl by t e a ' · ' d 'th less than 

. . ·k ·s' votes compare w1 
polled ovcr one ~~Jhon a~:º~o~r thc Me~shevik Liquidators .. In his 
a quarter of a m11hon e h, congratulated thc contnbutors, 
lctters to St. Petersburg e . . 
eclit~~s and friends of P.ravda on this clecnon v1ctory. 
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Lenin was unremitting in his efforts to improve Pravda 
and discussed its reorganisation with membcrs of the Central 
Committee and the Bolshcvik Duma group. He insisted 00 
strengthening the Pravda editorial staff to ensure a consistcnt 
Bolshevik policy, vigorously campaign for working-class unity frorn 
below and utilise every opportunity to help organisc illegal work 
at local Party level. 

The reorganisation was carried out in the spring of 1913. Central 
Committee direction of the paper was strengthencd. The participa
tion of local Bolshevik organisations in preparing workcrs' letters for 
Pravda, in collecting funds for its publication and in its distribution 
considcrably increased. Its prcstige as the champion of workers' in
terests grcw. 

In March 1913, Pravda's circulation reached 30,000-32,000, and on 
holidays as much a.~ 40,000-'1·2,000. But that was only a bcginning, 
and Lcnin pressed for an intcnsified campaign to increase circula
tion. Pravda comprchcnsivcly reported conditions in numerous fac
tories, publishing in ali ovcr 17,000 items from its worker-corres
pondents, of which 10,000 dealt with strike struggles. Pravda trained 
and rallicd around il a vcritable army of workcr-correspondents 
who courageously carried Lcnin's ideas to the masscs. 

In a series of anides published in Pravda Lcnin angrily 
denounced the reactionary naturc of the whole policy of the imperi
alist bourgeoisie and called on thc international working class to 
support the national liberation movement of thc peoples of Asia, 
aroused by the Russian Revolution of 1905-07. 

The Chincse people wcrc in the van of the democratic movement 
in Asia. Lenin had a high rcgard for Sun Yat-sen, thc rcvolutionary 
democrat who lcd the national liberation movement in China, and 
though he pointed to ccrtain errors in his política! vicws, he spoke 
highly of his militant, republican and democratic spirit, his heartfelt 
sympathy for the toiling and exploited people, his implicit faith in 
their strcngth and the justicc of their cause. Lenin was confident 
that, whatever the fate of the Chinese Republic, which •.vas 
mcnaced by ali kinds of ·'civilised" hyenas, no power on earth 
could crush the hcroic democratic spírit of the masses in Asían and 
scm i-Asian countries. 

Led by Lenin, the Bolsheviks were the mosl consistcnt and reso
lutc opponents of colonialism. Lcnin dcscribed Italy's 1911-12 mili
lary campaign in Africa and her seizure of Tripolitania , a province 
in the north-west of Libya, as a typical colonial war of twcntieth
ccntury "civiliscd" stales. l t ""as. he wrote, "a perfectcd, civilised 
bloodbath, the massacrc of Arabs with the help of the 'latc.st' weap-
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.. * To put clown thc resistancc of the coastal population, Ita-
ons · bv wav of "punishment", beat up nearly 3,000 Arabs, 
)·. n troops, , . . . 'ª 

0 
cd sorne I ,000, killcd whole fam1hes. . . 

ha g d the peace treat)' Tripolitania passed from onc iore1gn 
Un cr · ' · · · d " . or to another - from Turkcy to Italy. Th1s, Lenm pomte 

oppreds~d not end the war, for the Arab tribcs in the heart of the 
out 1 · • H ' . would not submit to thc annexat1onist peace. owever, 
countty f d Id b · also understood well that the path co rce om wou e 
Lenin . . · h . Id fi 1 g a hard one. The 1mpcnaltst freebooters, e \HOte, wou or a on 
'ime to come "civilise" thc Arabs by .bayonet, bullet, noose, fire 
~nd rape,** rejoicing in their suppress1on of a bach;ard an~ ~n
·mned people. But Lenin was always sure that thc colomahsts 
' Id be defieated He was a genuine friend of thc Arabs and other 
~w . . . 
oppressed African peoplcs. . 

lle regarded the struggle of the colonial p:oples for frecdom. as 
a component part of the world proletanan strugglc agamst 

imperialism. . 
The Party's legal activity in R uss1a centrecl around Pravda. ~ul 

Pravda was, at the same time , an important. channel. through wh1ch 
ilkgal organisational work was conduct~d. For ll w~s throug~ 
Pr<wda that Lenin and the Central Comm1ttcc commun1cated thcir 
directivcs to local Party organisations, and it was through .the same 
channel that these organisations kcpl thc Central Comm1ttcc and 
Lcnin in touch ""ith the movemcnt. Local Party leaders mct at thc 
Pravda offices to exchange expcriencc in building the Party under 
illegal conditions, and mcmbers ~>f l~1e Pr.avda staíf hel~ed front-~an~ 
workers build ncw Party organ1sat1ons m the factone~, legal soc1-
etics, trade unions, insurance societics, etc. Pravda was 111 thc centre 
of thc strugglc for the Party spirit. . . 

Raising the Party banner, patiently and consistcntly cam~a1gnmg 
for political working-class unity, Pr~vda directed the worktng-class 
movement towards the new rcvoluuon. . 

Lcnin made a special effort to enlist the Party's best hterary 
forces and make Pravda a mass workers' paper of a new type .. He 
was in regular correspondencc with its editors, most of thc contnbu
tors, knew many of thcm pcrsonally and could .accurately gauge 
thcir literary abilitics and shom.:omings. Pravda tramcd a ncw gener
ation of rcvolutionary workers, hundreds of thousands of proletar
ians who were to play a dccisivc part in carrying out the Great 

* V. I. Lenin, Co/lecled W"rks, Vol. 18, p. 337. 

•• /bid., p. 338. 
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October Sodalist Revolution and . ,y. assurmg victory In th e . ~~· <' 1v1l 
l he standard-bcarer of Marxism I . . .d 1 . 1 - ,enm1sm the Party's 

i eo_o_g1ca wcapon, Pravda continued and m~lt. r d h ~~tenl 
trad1t1ons of thc Bolshevik r ip ie t e m1htant 
Proletary. And the Pravda tr:ii~::e~!yf L;:in in _Is~ra, Vperyod and 
and Soviet prcss after the October R ur 1 e~ ennc ed in thc Party r . . evo utlon. 

n o~ganlSmg and cond ucting Pravda in u . . 
~evolutio?ary policy and for the politiC.:.l ed sm~ it to carry out 
m _the d1fficult conditions of tsarism Len· ucat10~ of th~ masses 
a signa! example for thc international ' :; an~ h1s assoc1ates set 
for the Communist revolution '"'ºr mg-c ass movcment and 
emphasised by leadcrs of Co~~~~~:: ~ th~ w~rld. That has b<'en 

Thc Bolsheviks' legal press . . art1es m many countrie.~. 
J . , . was not confined to Pr d () 
,enrn s instructions thc Bolshevík monthl ' p . av a. n 

enmcnt) was started in 1911 th fi . ) rosves'.1cf1e1~rye (E.nlight-
b . l) ' e irst issue appcarmg 111 St p 

urg m ecembcr of that year Ri rh . . . cters-
in Tul 1914 . · · g t up to the time 1t was closcd 
ist. i~tcrnat" thtl~nagazl.me ¡~laycd an outstanding part in thc Marx~ 

· iona 1st ec ucauon of R · , fi 
Len in asked Maxim Gorkv to k ussia ~ ront.-rank workcrs. 

section. ' ta e chaige of 1ts belles lettrcs 

From París, and latcr from Cracow L . . 
ediling its articles. He himse ', enm ~irected Pro.1veshclzelllye, 
among them "'l'J TI 

8
· lf contnbutcd 2G artides 

. le iree ources and Th Co , 
Marxism" "C ·( . ¡ R rcc mponcnt Parts of 
"Th . , n ica cmarks on thc '.'lational n, . ,, 

e R1ght of Nations to Self D ·. • . xuest1on , and O - ctermillat10n" 
n August 25 (Scptember 7) 1913 h fi . . , 

newspaper .Nash Put (O p h') t e rrst issue ot the Bolshcvik 
ur at appearcd d h 

mediately won widc popula .ty an l e newspaper im-
suppresscd by the police 1 n among Moscow workers. It was 
Lcnin's articles appeared ;\;~ve~, on S~ptember 12 (25). Ten of 

1 · 
1 

1 s s1xteen issucs 
,enm e osely followed thc olifc 1 . . 

thc magazine Rabotnitsa (Wor:an ~V~r:nd) educ~uonal activities of 
Petersburg from Februarv 23 t J er ' pubhshed lcgally in St. 
much attention also to ~notherº le u:ie 

26
, l9_14. Le~in .devoted 

weekly journal Voprosy Strakhovaniya g Soc~:1ls~:v1~ pubhcat1on, t~c 
St. Petersburg in October 1913 ~ bl. smance), founded m 
skilfully com bined thc . eªº pu ished with intervals. Jl 

campa1gn ior centralisat' f h . 
fit societics, workers' control ov . · 

1?11
• o t e s1ck-bcne

st 1 (; " cr msurance socieli('S etc. ' with the 
rugg _e or. uncurtailed" Bolshevik slogans 42 .. ' 

Ounng h1s stay in Poland Lenin wr b. . 
legal and illegal Partv , otc ª ?ut 400 art1cles for thc 

, prcss, not countmg numerous ktters. 
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'fhc cornbination of legal and illegal forms of prcss propaganda 
bled che Bolsheviks to train hundrcds of thousands of class

cna scious fighters for democracy and socialism. J n later years Len in 
~~uently referred to this Bolshcvik expcricncc of building up 
.rcoew type of periodical press for the ... vorkcrs, pointing to its im
a 

1

ense international significance and insisting that it be ably utilised 
~y the Communist and Workers' Parties of other countries. 

For the Unity of the Party 
and the Working Class 

Following the elcctions to the Fourth Duma, Lcnin worked for 
closc contact between thc Bolshevik Duma membcrs and the C.C. 
Bureau Abroad. Ylembership in che Duma, he pointed out, was 
a militant and responsible post. It was the duty of working-class 
represcntativcs to speak and acl on behalf of Russia's millions, use 
thc Duma platform to disscminate revolutionary ideas and hold 
aloft the grcat banncr of the Bolshevik Party. Lenin carefully fol
lowcd Bolshevik activity in the Duma, correcting che group when 
they made a false step and teaching thcm on their own mistakes 

ancl successes. 
Lcnin patiently and painstakingly taught thc Bolshevik deputies 

how to make the most of the Duma platform for revolutiona:ry 
purposc:;. They frequently visited Lenin in Cracow to consult 
with him and attended Central Committce mcetings at which 
thcy received advice and inscructions on all aspects of Duma 

activity. 
Ali the important Bolshevik Duma spceches wcre drawn up by 

Lenin or ·with his close cooperation. In 1914, Lenin preparcd two 
bills on national equality and drafted speeches "On the Question of 
National Policy" and ·'The Estimales of thc Ministry of Agriculture". 
Thc speeches of the Bolsheviks in the Duma exposing the reaction
ary policy of the landlords and capitalists met with lively and sym
pathetic response among the working peoplc. 

Lenin closely fo]lowed thc illegal extra-Duma activity of the Bol-
shevik group, carried out in pursuance of Party decisions. 

Under Lenin's leadership a new type of proletarian-Party parliamentarian 
was being trained. The Bolshcvik deputies were executors of the 
Party's will; its decisions, by which it was guidcd in all its activity, 
wcre binding on them. Unity within the parliamentary group was 
bascd on its submission to the will of thc Party. 
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. Lenin repeatedly pointed to the vast . . . 
v1k.s' "parliamc·ntarv" . . r importance of thc Bolsl . · ·, expenence 1or the · · . · ie-
mums~ movcment, Stressing that the e enttrc _mtcrna~tonal Corn. 
exccpt1onally cxacting with re ard to o~~ums: Part1cs must be 
~e "".orked out the following ~uiding t:~~ .Pf rl~amentary groups. 
dmat1on of parliamentary urou s t p c1p es. complete subor
the Central Committce. ºparll? o the control and directives of 

. 
1 

, iamentary grou h Id 
mam Y of rcvolutionary workers. . ps 

5 
ou cons1st 

carefully analysed in the p , ' parhamentary speeches should be 
thc standpoint of fidelity to art) pres~ an~ a~ Party meetings frorn 
liamcnt should learn from tchor:imu_mst prmc1ples; members of par-
t . e1r m1stakes. thev h Id b . 
o engagc m mass propaganda. m b 'f , _s ou e requ1rcd 
ºP?O~tunist tcndencies must be :~ e~~~; parhament who display 
prmc1plcs became gu idelínes for th ~ from the g:oup. Thcse 
the capital ist countrics. e raternal Comm umst parties of 

Towards the close of Dccember 1912 . ' 
together with Party íºunct· . the Central Committee mct 

10nanes 
. The ~rrival of Party activists f;om R . . . , . 
f~r Lcnm. He was in his cierne t . uss1a \\.as a great occasion 
time was spen t in long vllks ,.'tll' ahmmatcd and clated. Al 1 free 

· , ' '"' 1 l t e delega! d · 
acquamtancc of thosc he dºd k ." es an makmg the 

'J'l . i not now . 
le mectmg rev· d h . · 

e 
r ' iewc t e expenence of 1912 c. . h ~~·ercnce. ' a1te1 t e Praguc 

l he working dass latmched a ffi . · ts d h ... · rnass o ens1vc a · l . is a1~ t e autocracy. The wavc of . . . gamst _t _1c cap1cal-
combmcd with political d . econom1c and poht1cal strikcs 

· emonstrat10ns was 
scope than in any othcr countrv in t , . cm~e mor_e broader in 
most developed. About m1e ·11'. hhc wm Id,_ mdudmg cven the 

ik 
rn1 ion ad been l d . 

str cs. Russia had encercd th h I~vo ve m political 
resolution adopted on Len· , e p ase of maturmg revolution. Thc 
Part y and working class in1~~/;¡~ort. defined the ?asic tasks of che 
upsurgc. uation of rnountmg revolutionary 

Lcnin's. report and the resolution drafted . . " 
tude to L1qu1dationism and 00 U . ·" . by him On the Atti-
the f~rther rallying of the Bolsh~;itl p:·er~ ~evoted to ~~estions of 
workmg class undcr its leade h . fº r t) and the umtmg of the 

. , rs 1p or a s e " ¡ 
tsansm and capitalism The . t l . u cessm struggle against . , · ccn ra 1ssue of th . 1 . ' 
tact1cal proposition o S . 1 D . e teso ut1on was che 
b l . n ocia - emocrat1c . ·k . 

e ow_ i~ the factory nuclci, sho comm . ""º.1 ~r unl!y from 
orgamsat10ns, thc various leg· 1 p . . ittees, d1stnct groups, city 

· , a soc1ct1es etc Th L . t~mted front from below holds a firm l ' . . e cnm tactic of 
tics of thc Communist Partics. p ace m thc stratcgy and tac-
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Ocher resolutions, also fran:icd by Lenin, d.ealt ,wit_h the Social-
cratic Duma group, the msurance campa1gn, Socia!-Democrat-

Derno R . d . . f h . rganisations in the non- ussian areas, an rcorgarnsation o t e 

P
ie º ·da editorial board. The Cracow rr.solulions did much to 

rav 1 . . . k d h l . 
strengthen the Party, promote e oser umty m 1ts ran s an e p wm 

,•er che majority of the working class . 
0 In che spring of 1913, Nadezhda Konsrantinovna's health became 
worse and her doctors advised her to spend a few months in che 
mountains. Early in l'v1ay che family moved to Bcly Dunajec, 
a small village near Zakopane, the well-known mountain resort. 
They rcnted a small cottage - two rooms, kitchen and tiny attic 
which Lenin used as a study. Lenin, Krupskaya and her mother 
spent the summcr here in 1913 and 1914. Lcnin would begin his <lay 
with a swim bcforc breakfast, in the Dunajcc, a mountain stream 
that ran near the cottagc, then walk t.o thc post-office to pick up 
mail, glance through it and answcr urgent tclegrams and lctters. 
After breakfast he would work titl sevcn in the evcning with a brief 
interval for thc m idday meal. In the cvenings Lcnin would cyclc to 
the railway station to mail his lettcrs. Whcn the weather was good 
he would take his work to the Golitsova Hrapa, a hil1 affording an 
excellent view of thc snowcappcd Tatra peaks. Sometimes he would 
take long walks in tbc mountains. Older Poronin inhabitants rccall 
" Pan ülyanov" dressed in a sports jacket, his pockets stuffed váth 
newspapers. \Vhat surpriscd them was that he was the only vaca
tionist to takc an intercst in their lifc, the harvest, wages, 

etc. 
Nadezhda Konstantinovna's health did not improve in Poronin 

however and Craco"'' doctors suggested that shc consult Professor 
Kocher, a specialist on thyroid disorders, in Berne , s .. vitzerland. 

In the last week of .Tune, Lenin and Krupskaya left for Berne, 
stopping over at Vienna for a meeting with Party comrades. ln 
Vicnna they met their comrades and, having walkcd over thc city, 
lefl for Berne. K.rupskaya was pul in hospital, wherc she spent 
about three weeks. Lenin visited her in thc mornings and spent the 
rest of the <lay in the libraries. He rcad a great deal and made 
notes on the subjects which intcrested him. 

In Berne, Lenin wrote his "Theses on the National Question" 
and drew u'p notes for a lecture on thc subjcct which he delivered 
in Zurich, Geneva, Lausanne and Berne. The halls were always 
packed. On August 3, 1913, Lenin ddivercd a report "On the Posi
tion in the Party" to the Second Confcrencc of R.S.D.L. P. organi-

sations abroad in Rernc. 

187 



Lenin and Krupskaya rerurned to Poronin early in August, in 
time for a meeting of the Central Committee. 

In Poronin, Lenin learned of the death of August Bebel and ¡
01

_ 

mediately sent a mcssage of condolence to the German socialists on 
behalf of the R.S.D.L.P. Central Committec. It was published in 
Vorwiirts on August 17. On August 8 (21 ), Seuemaya Pravda (}:ortlim

1 Pravda) carried an article by Lenin "August Bebe!" paying tribute to 
Bebcl as an outscanding lcader of the German proletariat, prominrnc 
internacional Social-Democratic spokesman and active opponcnt of 
opportunism and reformism. 

In thc autumn, che Central Committec met together with Party 
functionaries. For purposes of secrecy it was callcd the "summcr" 
conference, but has gone clown in Party history as the "Poron in" 
confercnce. Thc conference opened with Lcnin 's speech and was 
directed by Lcnin. 

Lenin dclivcred the rcport on the work of the Central Commit
lce. Thc growth of the revolutionary movemcnt and the organisa
tional strengthening of the Party, he said, wcre clear proof that thr 
Bolshcviks had adoptcd and followed a correct policy. The out
standing succcss in the clections to the Fo urth Duma, thc founding 
of Pravda, and the high lcvel of thc strike movement, werc all thc 
rcsult of the Party's activities under thc direction of its Central 
Committ<'e. Wc can say with a clear conscience, Lenin told thc 
meeting, that \.\'C have done our duty. The reports from local 
organisations are evidence that the workcrs are anxious to 
strengthen thc Party and build up its organisations. 

The rcsolution "111c Tasks of Agitation in the Present Situation" 
and "Resolution on the Organisational Question and on the 
Pany Congress" draftcd by Lenin and approved by thc confrr
cncc, defined thc Party's tasks and basic forms of activity in the 
new situation. 

Lenin made a comprehensive report on the national question, 
which had acquircd heightcned importance in view of the spread of 
Black-Hundred chauvinism and the growth of nationalist tenden
cies among thc liberal bourgeoisie and the top sections of the 
oppresscd nationalities. This created a grave danger to the move
mcnt's militant intcrnationa!ist unity, which the Bolsheviks had 
always championed. The resolution called for discussion of a Bol
shcvik national programme at the next Party rnngress. 

Lenin rcgarded thc rcsolution on the nation;d question as a fun
damental policy statement of the Party and rcpcatedly refhred to it 
as an expression or tbe collective view of the Russian Marxists. 
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d to Cracow on Octobcr 7 (20), 
[ enin and Krupskaya retu!"t~e Russia had been greatly extended 

9lJ3 Bv this time contac~s w1 ble to givc more operational lead-
l . , h d and Lerun was a h 

d strengt ene h from Russia he was t e recog-ao . the Party. Thoug away , 
ersh1P to f h orking class 

'sed leader o er w . 'dance of the Party, Lenin con-
01 Parallel with this da y-to-da y beg,u1 1913 and the early months of 

d · g October-Decem r f h p ty's 
tinued , urm rehensive substantiation o t e ar . 
1914 to work on a comp . l question On his adv1ce 

, d policv on the nat1ona . f h b 
rheory an . , Part workers undertook a stud~ o t e pro . -
a number of pr~mment y 'th counsel and instruct1ons. In th1s 
lern. Lenin ass1sted h~heml ~1 l "Critica! Remarks on thc National 

. d Lenin wrote is e ass1ca " . . ,, both 
peno " Tl R' ht of Nations to Sclf-Dctermmat1on ' . 
Question" and ie ig , etical analysis of the national quest1on 
of which are a masterly theo~ 1 . n the working-class movement 
and of the tremendous part it p ays 1 

and in the desti1:y of th~ nat1?n~i thc Bolshcvik programmc o~ 
Lenin substant1~ted e<.0nom1c~a~d the famous Marxist propos1-

the national q uest1on a~d .forr~u development of thc national ques
tion about two tendcnc1es m t e 

tion under capitali~m :. . ' historical tendencies in the 
"Dcveloping cap1tahsm k~owsh t\\O , ken1'ng of national life and 

. Th first is t e awa . 
national question. e 1 against all national oppress1on, 
national mov:-ments, t~e s~rugg e The sccond is the dcvelopment 
and the creat1on of nauona. states.. l intcrcourse in every form, 

. f¡ ency of mtcrnat1ona . 
1 and growmg requ . . . rs the crcation of the intemat1ona 

thc breakdown of nat1onal ~~rrl.)~. ' general, of politics, science, etc. 
. f 'tal of econom1c llC m . ,, * 

umty o cap1 , . al law of capitalism. 
"Both tcndencies are ª. umvers is historically associated with the 
T he first tendency, Lenm ,~rol~e, . fieudalism and stems from 

h · h of cap1ta ism ovcr . 
1
. 

epoch of t e tnump. rs The free development of cap1ta ism 
deep-rooted econom1c facto . . . f the home market, the 

by thc bourgeo1S1e o ak' 
requires. conque.st . f territories with populations spe mg 
merger mto a smgle state o . 1 f all obstaclcs to the 

1 age with rcmova o . 
one and the same angu , d 't nsolidation in literature. 

f th t languagc an to 1 s co r 
development o a t'onal movement to iorm 
It is therefore the tendency of evcry ~a ·~cnts o[ modern capital-

b ·ted to these rcqu1rc h national states cst sui . · h 
5 

makc thc national state t e 
. d . onom1c factors t u . h 
ism. Decp-roote ce italism That apphes to t e 
typical and normal type under cap . 
whole civilised world. 

Len:~, Collected Works, Vol. 20, P· 27. *V.I. u• 
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Thc second tcndencv is tvpical of the higher impe1·1·ali'st ·t· . 
1
. ' • , , s age of 

cap1ta 1st development. The emergence and cxtension o[ · · ¡ d · interna 
uona sea an ra1l routes, development of the world market e -f · l , xport 
o c~plCa, e~c., make for closer economic ties between nalions d 
for mtcrnat1onal division of labour. And this tendency L an 
b r d · , enin 
.e 1eve , was exprcss1~e ~f t~e tremendous expansion of the produc-

tive forc~s. ~t lcd to hqu1dahon of national isolation and che rise of 
the. cap1tal1st . world systcm. But che capitalist world systcm 
ach1eved these closcr :conomic ties not through equal cooperation 
?ut_ through sa~age nvalry, through oppression, coercion and sub: 
Jecuon of colomal and semi-colonial nations through br t l · . r 1 . . , u a 1mpe-
:1a 1st cxp 01tat1on and robbery of backward countries by imperial-
1st states. The se~ond tendency, thcrefore, far from superseding thc 
first, aggrava ted Jt ancl rouscd among the oppresscd nations resent
ment ~nd slruggle against imperialism. 

Lenm dem.ons.trated that the Marxist national prograrnmc LOok 
bot? tcndenc1cs mlo account. The first, by championing cquality of 
~ a~1on~ an~ _Ian~uages an~ the r.ight to :elf-determinati~n up to and 
mcludmg sc.ce.ss10~ a~d format10n of mdepcndenl states, and tht 
s~con~, by champ~onmg the grcat principie of proletarian inlerna
~1on.ahsm and. urgmg uncompromi.sing struggle againsl attempts to 
mst1l bourgeo1s nationalism in the working class. 

lt stands to rcason that Lenin never believed national oppression 
<'.ould be fully ended undcr capitalism-only socialism offerC'd a con
s1stent and ~horough ~olution . Since then and up to Fcbruary 1917 
a democrauc rc,·oluuon was on the order of the day · R · L · m uss1a . 
. enm regarded the national question as part of the general ques~ 
uo~ of the bougeois-democratic revolution. 

1 he demand . he advanccd for ali the non-Russian peoples 
opprcss~d by tsansm-and they made up more than half of Russia's 
population was the right to self-determination, the right to inde
pendcnt statchood. Accordingly, he called on the working class lo 
sup?ort th:se pcoples in their figh t for national Jiberation 
agamst tsar1sm. ' 

In ali his writings on the national question Lenin disclosed the 
substa~ce of bour~eois ~ationalism as an attcmpt to divide thc 
workeis. along nauonal lmes, weaken their unity, underminc thc 
proletanan. clas~ struggle and the cause of freedom and democracy. 
1:º thc nat1onahsm of the b~urgeoisie Len in always, firmly and con
s1stcntly, countcrposed the mternationalism of thc proletariat. H e 
wrole · "B · · ¡· · ourgeots nat1ona 1sm and proletarian in ternationalism -
these are lhc two irrcconcilably hostilc slogans that correspond to 
thc two great class camps throughout thc capitalist world, and 
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. ess rhe two policies (nay, thc two world outlooks) m the 
expr . ,, * 

tional q uest1on. 
0 ª

111 
"Critica! R emarks on the National Question" Lenin form~-

d 
the important proposition that there cxisted two cultures m 

late · d b · TI l 
national culture: democrat1c an ourgeo1s. 1e e ass-con-

c,·cn . . . 
· 

0
·
5 

worker takes from each nal1onal culture only 1ts democrat1c 
~o . . 

d socialist elements, as a counterwe1ght to the bourgeo1s culture 
~d the bourgeois nationalism of each nation. 
ª Thc important thing in the national question, Lenin teaches us, 
·
5 

to unite the workcrs of all nations in the struggle against 
). d bourgeois-landlord nationalism, bring thcm closer together an 
achieve their unity in the class struggle. 

In his article, "The Right of Nations to Self-Dctermination", 
Lenin deals with Rosa Luxemburg's crroncous proposal to deletc 
the clause on self-determination from thc Russian Marxists' Pro
gramme. Rosa Luxemburg"'s mistake lay in thc fact that she 
regarded the right of nations to self-detennination as a concession 
to the bourgeois nalionalism ol' oppresscd nations. Wholly con
cerned with thc struggle against. bourgcois nationalism in Poland, 
she was oblivious to Grcat-Russian nationalism, which at that time 
represented thc principal obstaclc to the development of democracy 
and proletarian struggk. 

Later, asscssing the views ol' thc Polish Social-Democrats, Lenin 
stressed their international nature: "The Polish Social-Dcmocratic 
comrades have renclered a great historie service by advancing thc 
slogan of internationalism and declaring that the fraternal union of 
the prolctariat of all countries is of supreme importance to them 
and that they wfü never go to war for the liberation of Poland . 
This is to their credit, and this is why we have always regarded 
only these Polish Social-Democrats as socialists." * * 

Demonstrating \•,rhy it was necessary lo rctain this clause in thc 
Party's Programme, Lenin explained that recognition of thc right to 
secession must not be confused with the advisability or inadvisabil
ity of secession in any specific instancc. A li other conditions being 
equal, the revolutionary proletariat would favour a bigger state, for 
it offered a number of significant advantages compared with smaller 

states. 
In his eiTorts to promete proletarian internationalism, Lenin was 

always guided by the practica! activities of Marx, by the advice 

* V. l. Len in, Collected Wor.l.s , Vol. 20, I'· 26. 
** !bid., Vol. 24, p. 298. 
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and instructions given in his writings. "The Inaugural Address r 
thc lnternational Working Men's Association", drafted by ~Iarx ~ 
Octobcr 1864, stressed the immense importance of fraternal allianc 
of thc workers of the various coumries in the fight for emancipatio e 
of ali the working people. The Address contains this statemcnt~ 
"Past experience has sho\\'11 how disregard of that bond of brother~ 
hood which ought to exist between the workmen of diíferen t C'oun
tries, and incite them to stand firrnly by each other in ali their 
strugglc for emancipation, \·vill be chastised by the common disC'om. 
fiture of their incoherent efforts." * 

Time and again Lcnin drew attention to the well-known Marxist 
thesis that no nation can be free if it oppresses other nations. Thc 
freedom of the Russian nation dernands a struggle against thc 
opprcssion of ali non-Russian nationalities. f or only such a strugglc 
can guarantcc thc rcally democratic and rcally socialist cducation 
of the masses and offer the best chances of national peace in Russia. 
Conversely, the slightest support by the proletariat of thc privilegcs 
of "its" national bourgeoisie will inevitably breed distrust on thC' 
part or the proletariat of another nation, will incvitably weakcn 
working-class solidarity and disunite the workers to the joy and 
delight of the bourgeoisic. 

Guidcd by Lcnin's tcaching cm thc national qucstion and dcvd
oping it fürther, the Communist Parties support the national 
liberation strugglt: of the Asian, African and Latín AmeriC'an 
nations against impcrialism and feudalism, for this struggle sen es 
the cause of nacional freedom and victOf)' over the forces of impe
rialist reaction , the cause of social progress. 

Lenin's works on the natioTllll question written in these years of revolution
ary reviva/ are an outstanding contribution to the ideological treasure-house oj 
creative Marxism. Thcy continue to serve as a reliable guide for ali 
Communist and Workers' Parties. 

The increasing scope of the revolutionary struggle accentuated 
the need for strongcr working-class political unity. 

Without unity, Lenin taught, the working class cannot suC'cess
fully wage its strugglc. And real, genuine unity presupposes, first 
and forcmost, uníty of the working-class party. Unity implics dis
cussion in which opinions are heard and weighed, the views of the 
majority of organised Marxists ascertained and formulated in 
a dccision that givcs integral, comprehensive and accurate answers 
to pressing problems, and, fürther, faithful fulfilment of that dcci-

* Marx and Engels, Selected Works in thrce volumes, Vol. 2, Moscow, 
1977, p. 17. 
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. Unitv is inconceivable without the Marxist minority s~bmit-
5~011' th~ maiority, without respect for and wholehcarted imple-
ung to :i . . . 

tion of the w1ll of the ma.1onty. 
¡nen ta . . h f "l d · "4S . In criticising the L1qmdator t eory o a 

1 
)rdoah. sehcuc?n has 

,t substitutc for the party, Lenin furthcr dc\'c op~ .1s t es1s on t e 

1 t·on of party to class. on the role of orgamsat1on. 
re -~-;he party is the politically conscious, advanccd se~tion o~ the 
.
1
. 

1
·t is its vanauard. The strength of that vanguard is ten times, 

l ,\SS, o . h . 
a hundred times, more than a hundred umes, greater t an Jts 

11umbers. 
"Is that possible? Can the strcngth of hundreds be grcater than 

the strength of thousands? . 
"lt can be, and is , when the hundreds are orgamsed. 
"Organisation increases stren~th tcnf?ld." * .. 
And it is in its ability to orgamse, Lenm taught, that the poht~cal 

consciousncss of the vanguard manifests itself. Organised, it acqmres 
a single will, and this single will of thc front-ran~ th~usand, of 
hundreds of thousands, of a million, becomes thc will of the cl~ss. 

Lcnin devoted much time and effort in l 91 '.1-14 to exposmg 
Trotsky's anti-Party activity and the August bloc (formed . by 
Trotskv in 1912 at the i\ugust Confercnce of Liquidators, BundlSt.s, 
Cauc~ian l\'1ensheviks, and Vperyod-ists 11

), who sought to subject the 
proletarian revolutionary clcments to pctty-bourgcois reformist ele
ment'l within a single party. In a series of articles Lenin de?ounced 
the Centrism of thc Trot.-;kyitc !-{I'OUp, its political advcntunsm, and 
most indignantly condcmned thc unprinciplcd bchaviou~ ~f 
Trotsky, who, under cover of Leftist phraseology, defended L1qm
dators and reformists. 

Early in May 1914, Lenin and Krupskaya again went to P?ro
nin . Shortlv before thcre was a meeting of the Central Committee 
to discuss 'che Party's participation in the Sccond lnternational 
Congress in Vienna and the r nternational Women's Confer~ncc, 
and preparations for the next Party Congress. The lnt~rna~1onal 
Congress and che Party Congress were scheduled to mect m Vienna 

in August. . . . . 
Now that thev had been dislodgcd from all key pos1t10ns m the 

Russian working-class movcment, thc Mcnshevi~s were deter~ined 
to take rcvenge at the I.S.B. meeting and the V1enna Internattonal 
Congrcss. The Second I nternational lcaders has tened to help 

them. 

* \'. [. Lenin, Co/lected Wnrks, Vol. 19. p. 406. 
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On the eve of the First World War the Intcrnational Socialist 
Rureau arranged a conferencc in Brusscls. Thc Holshevik Centra) 
Cornmittee dclcgated l. Armand, M. Vladimirsky and l. Popov. 
Inessa Armand read in French a statcment of the R.S.D.L.P. C<'n
tral Committec drawn up by Lenin, which com·incingly drm

011
_ 

s~rated that therc was no "factional chaos" in Russia, as the Rus
sian opportunists and their Second lnternational patrons had trird 
to make out. What was taking place in Russia, the statcment 
emphasised, was a strugglc between the ).-farxists and the Liquida
tors, in which a gcnuine workers' :tvfarxist party was being forged, 
developed and strengthened, a party that already had th<· suppon 
of the ovcrwhelming majority of Russia's class-conscious workers. 

The diffcrences with thc Liquidators conccrned more than 
organisational matters, more than the question of how to lmilcl thc 
Party - the vcry existcnce of thc Party was al stake. On t.his issuc 
there cou ld be no reconciliation, agreement, or compromise. The 
only way lo build and strengthen thc Pany was through n:solute 
struggle against thc Liquiclators. 

i\.ftcr spokcsmen of the various "trcnds" and groups had had 
thcir say, Kautsky submittcd a resolution on the reunification ol' thr 
R.S.D.L.P. Thc resolution was out of order, for the confcrenc(' had 
hcen callcd for the exprcss purpose of exchanging views, no morr. 
The Bolshcviks and the Lcttish Soc.ial-Democratic reprcsentatin 
thcrefore dcclared they would havc no pan in thc voting; ali the 
rest voted for the Kautsky rcsolution. 

Lenin and the Bolsheviks refused to submit to the decisions of th<' 
opportunist Sccond Intcrnational and rebuffed the attcmpts to turn 
the prolctarian party into a discussion club, a un ion of factions and 
groups. On the pretcxt of establishing "peacc" in thc R.S.D. L.P. its 
lcadership was planning to liquidate the indcpendent Bolshevik 
party, the proletarian party of a new typc. That plan was exposcd 
and foiled. 

Lenin insisted that thc minutes and resolutions of thc Brusscls 
Confercnce be published so that they be brought to the knowledge 
of broad scctions of thc workers in Russia and \Vestern Europe. He 
availed himsclf of every opportunity to explain to the Western 
workcrs the csscnce of Bolshcvisrn and thc vast importance fbr the 
world socialist labour movement of the Bolshevik strugglc against 
opportunism and revisionism. 

In mid-July 1914, Lcnin prcsided over another confcrence in 
Poronin of Central Committee membcrs and Party functionarics 
from Russia. 'I'hey discussed thc activities of thc Duma group ~nd 
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artv Congrcss, whidi werc proreedi1~g aga'.~st 
arations for the p , . rrvolutionary movcrnenl m _Russia. 

phr~Pl)ackground of a -~mmastmgm_ aturin" in Russia. ~1eanwlule, the 
t ( · rv cns1s w, "' · · ¡· •as 

\ re"·olunona , 11· ·1'tl1 Anglo-French impcna 1Sm, " 
, t in a iance w 'fh · .. ·ist governmen . . fi r war against Gerrnany. e gO\ -

t~·lakl ·inu frenzied preparauons 1ºd t an cnd lO the revolutionary 
ni " ed that war wou pu . d p . 
crnrncnt ho~ . . ''"holesak arrests of Bolshcv1ks an arty 
ino,·eme1_1t. fhere ~ .. ·e;~ 8 ¡OJd Stvle), the St. Petersb~r? secret 
~sinpath1~ers. On ~Ivda offices a~d arrested many. o{ lls st~. 
P'olice ra1ded the p .-. . f th"' rcvolution preccdmg the first 

f the new i 1se o ' . . · , i·r Thc years o . ortant penods m Lenm s ne f the most imp ¡ · 
\\'orld \.\lar were one o h p ty l ookincr back on tus 

. h t ggle for t e ar · • t> 
1 and activity? m t e ~ r~1 ' h· thc Bolsheviks had won th~ batt e 

Períod, Lenm remar. e _ l aht .· 11'st movcmcnt in Russ1a. Thc 
h tumsts m t e socia · . l 

against t e oppor 'd their ilkgal orcranisat.10n, out C(~n-
B~>lsheviks not only restokr~. c·la.Sº party· int;~ the strongcst pohu-

d · · to a mass wor rng- · ., ' 
verle 1t m · . 1 · . ")' movcment. 

1 l .. of the Russian revoutmna1 ca mee 



Chapter Eigl1t 

FIDELITY TO PROLETARIAN 
INTERNATIONALISM 

'Ye must not be deceived b 
like stillness in Europe E y th~ p.-~seot g.-ave. 
.-evolut:ion. · urope 15 p.-egnant with 

The summcr of 1914· Im . 1. · · · · pena tsm had J d . . 
a devastaling ¡)rcdator)' 'ª t.h Punge mankmd mto 

' · ""' r at was to l · · 
and suffering, dcath to tcns of milli;), mng mcalculablc misrry 
measureless grief to their e: ·1· 1s ~f men a l thc front and 
1 

·¡d iarn1 ies - their morl . . e 11 ren at home Tl , . · icts, w1vcs and 
1 

. . ic war spread -.v1th av· 1 } 1·k 
vo vmg thc whole world lt . a anc H:- J e spced, in-
perialist powers for thc .rc-d~:~:i;~ w~r betw~~e.n. lwo groups of im 
flucncc, for thc plunder and J o colomes <tnd sphercs of in-
t cns avemcnt of othe J O 

tuc groups, the Quadrupk A11· . r pcop es. ne of 
. . ¡· . iance \vas headed b G 
1mpcna 1sm; ils other mcmbe · ' . · Y serman 
Bulgaria. T!w other the Ent:" ;~en·_Au~tna-Hungary, Turkey and 
French imperialists., tsarist R n _e, was ieadcd by thc British and 
.Tapan, Italy the 0;1it~d Sta• uss1adwasl one of ics mcmbers. Latcr 

' .es an ot 1er count · d ' 
on thc side of rhc Entcnt. nc_5 <·ntcre the \·var 

The outbreak of war fouc~d L · · p . 
living thcre gathered at his ho~nm m . oronm. Ali. the Bolshc\ iks 
told them it was impera( , dse ~o dIScuss the s1tuation. Lenin 
P 

1' e to ev1se ncw fo d 
arty work to conform ··v1·tt1 . rms an methods or 

• 1 war-t1me e d.( 
regular contact with Russia on l 10ns, and rc-establish 
war would accentuate all th:s ~:~~-a~ . p~ssible._ He ~elt.sure .that the 
the class strugglc in all co l.· ictions of capltahsm, mtcnsify 

l
. . ' · un r 1es, create and 

po 1t1cal crisis and thereb)' h t h aggravate a general 
l 'h as en t e new revol t. . R 

al was an objcctive incvitability. . u ion m ussia. 

Lenin's Manifesto on the War 

Lenin was false ly accused of . 
his housc was searched. One ofet~1on~g; and on _July ~5 (August 7) 
on the agrarian q ucs tion m. l tk. e gchn armes se1zed lus manuscript 

. ' is < mg t e statisticaJ tables for a sccrct 
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code. Lenin was ordered to appear bcforc t~c military aulhoriti~., at 
'lo"""' Targ, the county seat, on thc followmg day. Il was obv1ous 
~hat he would be arrested and tried by a military tribunal. He im
mediately warned the othcr Bolsheviks and "ired a protest to the 
Cracow pnlice. 

\\'ben he carne to !\owy Targ, he was arrested and put in iail. 
'fhcre were many local pcasants in the jail. Len in won their respect 
bY giving them legal advice and helping to obtain their rclease . 
· While in prison Lenin thought ovcr the Party's tasks and tactics 

in connecrion with the imperialist war that had broken out. Ques
tioned by the police, he rcplied that he was a correspondcnt and 
sraff mcmber of the St. Petershurg Pravda and had been a member 
of thc Russian Social-Democratic Party for the last twenty 
years. 

Ncws of his arresl by thc Austrian authoritics appeared in Rus-
sian newspapers and caused much alarm to bis relativcs and Party 
members. There was ali thc more reason for alarm because Russian 
troops wcre near Cracow and if the city was captured by thc Rus
sian army, Lcnin would easily fall ínlo the hands of the tsarist 
poi ice. 

In fact, the lattcr vvere already anticípaling that. The Police 
Departmcnt notiíied Gcn<'ral Alekseycv, wmmander at the South
Western front, that according to inforrnation in possession of the 
Ministry of the Interior. V. l. Ulyanov. bcttcr known as Lenin, 
was being held in custody in Cracow. Lenin, the police dispatch 
said, wa<; one of the top lcadcrs of the R.S.D.L.P., "with long years 
of participation in thc rcvolulionary mo,·cment ... a member o[ the 
Pany's Central Committee and the foundcr of a distinct trend 
within the Party". He was wanted by the poi ice, and General Alek
seycv was asked to "be good enough to order Lenin's arrest" and 
place him "at the disposal of the Petrograd aulhorities" . 

There were man y strong pro tests from Poi ish progressives - the 
~ocial-Democratic kaders llanecki and Bagotsky, Dr. Dluski of 
Zakopane, a veteran of thc Narodnaya Volya, thc well-known 
writers Jan Kasprowicz, \Vladyslaw Orkan and others. 

Nadezhda Konstantinovna appcaled to thc Auslrian M.P.s Víc
tor Adler and Hermann Diamant, who kne'IN Lcnin as a membcr of 
the lnternational Socialist Bureau. They brought pressure lo bear 
on the Austrian authoritics and vouched for him. The espionage 
charge was so prcposlerous that even thc Cracow police had to 
admit lhey had "no incriminating cvidence to support the charge or 
espionage against Ulyanov'·. That was the ignominious end of the 
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f~uJ rcactionary a_uempt to viliiy and calumniate this grcat cha 
p10n of th_e workmg class and thc people. 

111
' 

Upon h1s rclease on Aue-ust 6 .'19) Lenin immedi"at"lv t 
P 

. <J • 1 , ' , re urned 
to oronm by peasant cart, w1thout waiting for a tra·111 \ l h r. ·¡ ' . I \\ t('k 
atcr t e 1am1 y moved to Cracow. whcre thev obtained the ... 

' f h . , nt:<:es-
sar) papers or_ t, e .1ourne): to neutral Switzerland. and left Austria-
Hungar). Lcnm s largc hbrary and manv Part)· documcr\ts . 1 . · . . . - ttnc 
manuscnpts 1ema1~cd m Cracmv and Poronin , \vhich \\aS a matter 
of great regrct ro l~1m. Not until many years later was it possiblr l 

recover part of_ th1s valuablc material which was prcsented h) ti 
0 

Centra~ Comm1ttee of the Polish vVorkers' Party to thc Cent/~ 
Comm1ttec of the CPSU. ª 

~)n A~gust _23 (Scptember '.)), Lenin, Krupskaya and her mothei 
a:nv.ed m Sw1tzerland and took up residence in Bcrne. At iirst they 
rent<.d a _ro~m, and_ then moved to a small flat with a tiny gardcn 
on_ ,the c1ty s outskirts, near the Brcmgarten Forcst. 
. l he ~ar _ha_d _exac:rbated a_nd_ brought to the forc the dccp
rooted cont~ad1ct1ons m the socrnhst labour movemcnt and showed 
t,hat most oi thc 1.eaders of the Social-Democratic partics and of the 
~cconcl Intcrnational_ :vcrc openly betraying the working <.:fass 
aud the aut1-wt1r dcc1s1ons of the socialist congresses. 

On _August '1, 1p1~, acting in contravention to the will of the In
tcrnat1onal,. the Socrnl-Democratic group in Gerrnanv voted wirh 
~he lxrnrge~1s-landowner majority in the Reichstag in favour of gi' _ 
mg the Kaiser govcrnmenl war credits amountmg to 5 00() ·11· 

k Th S .. d . m' ion 
mar. ·s. us.. u ckurn. Schcideman_n, Haase, Legien, Kautsk> and 
~thc r leaders º'. the C!crman Soc1al-Democratic Party and th(' 
Secon? lnt.erna~1onal r~iccted the dass struggle and proletarian in-
tcrnauonahsm m favour of "civil peacc" and · ¡ h · · . . . socia -c auvm1sm 
becommg obed1c_n~ tools of German imperialism. 

M_ost of thc off ~c1al _ leaders of other socialist parties likewise camc 
out m defcncc of t_hcir imperialist fatherlands. Emile Vandervcldc 
lea~er_ of rhe Belg1an socialists and President of thc 1 nternational 
Soc1ahst Bureau, .Tules Guesdc, Albert Thomas, and Marce) Scm
bat~ leadcrs _of the French socialists, acceptcd portfolios in thc bour
geo1s, rcact10nary govcrnments of their countries · in Brítain thc 
samc road w~ takcn_ by MacDonald and Hynd:nan. Plckhanov 
a~1d Axelrod, m Russ1a, be~~n:e ardent defencists.45 At the begin
nmg ,ºf thc war Martov cnt1c1sed the social-chauvinist position of 
thc Gen:ia~ and Fre~ch Social:Democratic parties, but soon shiftcd 
to Kautsky s ~t~ndpomt. The Second Intcrnational shamefully col
lapsed and chsmtcgrated. 
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. u this rnomcntous crisis iJi tbr world working-class move
l)urt~~ hanner of prolctarian iJncrnationalism .was hcld aloft by 

inent. 
1 

h .-k Partv headcd by Lcuin. lt alonc set a worthy exam-
1 Bose\J ., ... ¡· l d. ne fid l"tv to socialism and proletanan mternationa 1sm ea mg 
le of 1 e l , f . . . . r d P , u Je of the working c\ass o Russ1a agamst impena ism an 

1hc ~rr gg_ alist war For Lenin and ali othcr Bolshcviks thc resolu-
1he impen . . . . . . rhe war adopted by mternauonal soc1ahst congresses, \vere 
uons on . ' 

uide ro acnon. ª Ón August 24-26 (Seprex_nber 6-8) ! 1914,. the local B~lsh~vi~ 
·
0 

Berne held a meeting at wh1ch Lenm set forth h1s v1ews 
~~l . · ¡ at should be the Bolshevik attitudc to the war. The Bolshev1k 
on w1 . . 

P 1 
, took a firm consistently internat1onahst stand on thc war. 

ar) , . r ·r, "Tl 
Lcnin used the theses adopted in Berne 1or a i:ian1 esto _1e 

War and Russian Social-Dcmocracy". It gave a proiound_ly Marx1sl 
assessment of the war as an impcrialist, predatory and un.1ust war of 
aggrandiscmcnt on both sides. The war was engendered by the con
dÍcions of the age ol" imperialisrn and arase as a rcsult of the uneven 
development of capitalism, a change in thc alignment of forces of 

the imperíalist powers. . . . 
Lenin and thc Bolshcviks had done cverythmg m thcir powcr to 

prevent war from breaking out. But "once the war is on, it is ix_n
possihle to escape it. One must go and do. one'_s ~uty as_ a soc~a.
list". * Lenin advanced 1he slogan: Turn the 1mpenalist war into a cwil 
war. During war, he mamtained, rcvolution signified _civil war. 

Thc Lenin ~ianifesto statcd that "from the standpcnnt of the 
workmg class and of_ the toiling masses of all the natíons o~ ~'::ia, 
thc defoat of the tsanst monarchy ... would be the lesscr evil . 1t 
would undoubtedly facilitate the people's viccory over tsardom and, 
in its turn this would enablc thc· working class to move resolutely 
towards s~cialist revolution, towards libcration from capitalist sla
very and irnperialist wars. Lenin's point of departure wa5 that the 
policy of defeat of one's own imperialist govcrnment should be 
pursued not only by the Russian revolutionaries, but also by thc 
revolutionarv Marxists of ali thc bclligcrent states. 

Lcnin pa;ticularly denounced thc shameful part_ playe~ by the 
German Social-Democracs, the strongest and most mfluential party 
in the Second lnternational. lts support of the imperialist war and 
betraval of revolutiónarv Marxism and the socialist cause predeter
mincd, in effect, the colÍapse oi" the Second International. For many 

* V. L Lenin. Collecúd Worla, Vol. 36, p. 302. 
** lbirl., Vol. ·21. pp. 32-33. 
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ycars it had been considercd the custodian and intcrprctcr of thc 
great thcorctical heritage of the fo unders of scientific comm unisrn 
and had set the tone in the international socialisl movement. Thc 
socialists of evcry country had faith in that party and in man y cases 
had emulaced it. And evcn after it had voted for war crcdits, thc 
vast majority of the socialists did not fully apprcciale thc dcpths to 

which it had fallen and ics betrayal of revolutionary ~larxisrn . 
intcrnational proletarian solidarity. 

To thc rreacherous position of che German Social-Democratic 
leadcrs, Lcnin opposed the genuine internationalist policy of the 
Bolshcvik Duma representatives, who refused to vote for war crc
dits, walkcd out of the Duma in token of protest and branded thc 
policy of' tsarism and thc Europcan governments as imp<'rialist. 

H e urgcd revolutionary Marxists to found a Third International 
that would be gcnuinely proletar ian and free of' opportunists aucl 
social-cha uvinists, for only after a complete break had bcen made 
with thcsc clements would it be possíble to educate the working 
class in a truly internationalist spirit and prepare it for socialíst 
revolution. Insofar as the bourgeoisic resortcd to mass reprcssions 
against the prole tariat, 1 .enin put before revolutionary Marxists thc 
task of' building up illegal communist organisations in all countnrs 
and conducling illegal propaganda among the masses. 

Therc was thc pressing practica! problcm of printing the Central 
Committee Manifesto, and this, even in "neutral" Swítzerland , was 
by no means easy. Moreover, there were difficultic-s in obtaining 
papcr and finding a printshop and money. But all thcse difficultie> 
wcre overcome. 

By decision of the Central f'..ornmittee Burcau Abroad , thc Cen
tral Party Organ. Sotsial-Demokrat, resumed publication in Ccncva. 
:'-Jo. 33 of thc newspaper appeared on October 19 ( 'ovember 1 , 
1914. It carricci thc Central Committee's Manifesto on thc \Var as 
its editorial. This issuc, printed in 1,500 copies, was circulated 
among the Bolshevik groups a broad and smuggled in to R ussía vía 
Swedcn. Jt playcd an important role in the Party's activitics 
during the war. 

The M anifesto was also put out as a separate pamphlct. Thc Bol
shcvik Party and the international labour movement thus rcccive<l 
a clear programme of cffective strugglc against the imperialist war, 
tsarísm and thc bourgcoisie, a programmc of struggle for the social
ist revol u tion . 
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1.d t1·ng the Bolshevik Forces Conso 1 a 
. ·orked pcrsistently to weld togethcr :1:e 

In Swítzerland LemnTJ" p ·t . had to work in particularly d1ili
. p · forces 1c ª' ) · B l h ik 

Bolshc,•1k .. arty Th t;arist governmcnt began pcrsccuung os ev . 
etilt cond1uons. de h . , mmittecs with unprccedented fuí?. 

. . s an t c1r co d ·¡ d n 
orgarusauo~ illegal Partv organisations \\'ere arrcstcd an e~1 ~·c~ls 
~Iernbers o - B, lsh~vik ncwspapers and other peno I 

their thousands. ·~~ th~ ·t~ade unions and many cultur~l and ed~
wcrc closed .. 1-1.ost . ¿· ed Lcnin's contacts w1th Russ1a, 
cational soc1eues b._~,~~ ~sp~~~~ ,~·ar, werc rc-estahlished .with con
which had. been '? en ) dabout way. Mail from Russ1a rcached 
sídcrable d1fficulty, m a roun 

Switzerland very r~rel:.. found themselves in straightcned mater~al 
Lenin and Krup~ka)'a r<·at dcal of weight and grew very thm. 

circumstanccs. Lenm lost a g ~ld n~eans of ~ubsistence," Nadezhda 
"We shall soon lose ali our . ' . Maria Ulyanova, on 
Konstantinovna wrote to Lenm s s1ster, . 

Deccmber H , 19~5 . he diffi('ulties and dcprivations Lc~in 
However, despitc. all t . «<·t tl1c Partv activities gomg 

· h · d t· ble cncrg) to l"l , • ' 1 worked wll m omi ª · · . b ·oad He toured the Bo -. 1 B lshev1k groups a I , . . 
properly and unite t ~e , o. ·l· , l flaving in bis lectures the Mcn-

.k . · , l. ns 1I1 Sw1tze1 anc , , , . f l shcv1 orgarnsct 'º . , . d , l 'ninO' thc meanmg o tne 
shcviks, Bundists and 1 ro~skyitcs an exp a1 "' 

Central Committec Mamfr.slo'. h rumour that Plckhanov had 
At first Lenin refused to behe\l'e t ed hat nlekhanoY who had 

· Wh . he carne r r ' . · 
become a defenc~t. e~ , .l d had addressed a meeung m 
moYed from Pans to 5,.,1.tz<r aln , ·n lausanne on Septemher 

tld es:; anot 1Cr one 1 , · 
Gcneva and "'·as to a. r . . d attend it Plekhanov's speech 
28 <O ctobcr 11) . \9H. he tlec1d1·et to .. Thou;rh thcre ,-.as a large 

' . 1 ~ pporl o t11e ''ar . I"> • 
was mdeed apea or su k for the !loor. On mountmg 

. L · . . the only onc to as d 
aud1ence, enm w.as ffi l ke hands with Plekhanov, an 
the platform he _d1d not o .cr t~ ~1:: ''re ortcr" and not as "com
in his speech rele~red to. lum. as b ' pthc audience. In thc ten 
rade" . This was immed1atc~y notledd )l ' set out the chief points of 

h . d·- al 1 t>nm cou on] . h. minutes at is i~pos , , . h h' f arguments agamst t e, 
the Bolshcvik Manifesto and t e e ie 

defencists . 
1 

. 1 1 e pi·ol)lcm in greatcr detail, it was 
bl h. to dea \\lll 1 l 1 e \Al ,, . 

To ena e im "The Prolctarial and the •v ar m 
dccided ro arrange a \ecwre onp. l 's House on Octobcr 1 ( 14). 

11 h L usanne < op e ' b · 
the samc ha , t e . ª ' 1 fore the lecLUre was due to eg~n. 
The hall was packt.d long ~e . · s He showed up the social 
Lenin was in buoyant, fighung spmt . 
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naturc of tht' w¡1r as an irnpcrialist war of aggrandisement on both 
sítks. Thc lecturc- was follcl\ved with rapt altention aud was an ttn
dou bted success. 

Thc following day Lenin arrived in Geneva, whcre his kcturc on 
"The European \Var and Socialism" had already been announc:ed 
and '"herc he delivered it with equal success. He repeatcd th1s lec~ 
ture in Clarenz and Zurich, and also spoke in Bcrne, gíving a criti
cal anal) sis of :Vfartov's lccturc on the war. 

Lenin's chief aim was to develop Party activity in Russia herself. 
He succeedcd in arranging regular correspondence with members of 
the Central Committcc in Petrograd, in re-establishing the C.C. 
Bureau thcre and in establishing c:ontact with the Party organisa
tions in Russia and wilh individual revolutionarics, who wcre 
opposed to the war. A. Shlyapnikov, rcsident in Stockholm as 
rcprescntalive of thc Sl. Petcrsburg Committce and thc CC'nlral 
Cornmittcc, kcpt Lcnin in regular contact with thc organisatious in 
Pctrograd and other parts of Russia. 

Bolshevik activity abroad, and even more so in Russia, arouscd 
the fury of thc impcrialists and their ideological servitors. A slandcr 
campaign was launc:hed against thc Bolsheviks not only by the Rtis
sian bourgcoisic, but also Ly the Anglo-Frcnch bourgeoisic and thC' 
"socialist'' press, which accuscd lhcm of "anti-patriotism". Len in 
emphatically r~jccle<l thís slander. His brillianl anide "ün thr 
National Pride of the Greal Russians", publi.shed in Sotsial-Dmwk
rat, explained what patriotism meant and how it should be com
bined '"ilh intcrnationalism. 

1'he internationalist socialist tasks of Russian rcvolutionar) Marx 
ists, L<'nin cxplained, did not run counter to the correctly under
slood national intnests of the working people of Russia. "The inter
ests of the Great-Russians' national pride {undcrslood, not in the 
slavish sensc)," he wrote, "coincide with the socialist interests of thc 
Grcat-Russian (and ali other) proletarians." * 

Lenin called upon Marxists to cducate the working dass in 
a spiril of proletarian internationalism, consislent democracy, com
plete national eq uality, and the right of all nations lo self-deter
mination. 

On Fcbruary 1'1-19 (February 27-March 4), 1915, he prcsided 
ovcr a coníercnce in Berne of the R.S.D.L.P . .Organisations Abroad 
and dclivercd a report on "The War and the Tasks or the Party". 

• \'. l. Lcnin, ColleclPd Works. Vol. 21. p. 106. 
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. . es framed bv Lenin, set , lutions on maJOr issu ' < , • • .·¡ 
fht' confcrencc reso f, convcrting thc imperialist war mto a c1v1 
ut conc~ete m~":sures ,.º,~ credits a~d rcsignation of socia~i~ts from 

o ·1r. voung agamst \'\a eements with the bourge01s1c; total 
\\• . . ·ernments. no agr ·11 l . 
'"'t1rgcms go" . ' l ·e" pol1"c> . buildincr of J ega orgam-
ll" • f h "nat1ona peac , n . 

. -et ion o t e . . . edcd. supf>Ort of fratcrn1sa-reJt . . 1 al acuv1tY was unp ' . 
sations whcrf:t\iert· e; pport of' everv re,·olutionar) prolctanan mass 
. n at the ron , u , 

110 . . 
· n . · l B ¡ he\·ik orgamsations actto . f the Bcrne decis1ons, t lC o s . . . 
In pursuancc o d .· "llecral revolutionary acuv1ty m t~e . d ·elope extens1ve 1 n . . . . 

1 in Russ1a e\ . ,d the army. After ns m1tta v1c-
·orking-class centres, the navy an . dcreats on ali the major 

" · . i egan to sustam .1• • 
tories, thc tsansl army > ¡· . . the spr'1ng of 1915 was soon fol-

t f·om Ga 1C1a 111 • f B 
[ronts. Tts retrea ' . t of thc Baltic provinccs ando yc-
lowcd hy tl~c .loss o~ P~lan~, ha~ to the interior of the country. T~1e 
Jorussia. M1llrons of rcfugces .e. t evcry working-class family 
staggering burden :hat thc \d.yar pu t?n discontent with the tsarist 

· , ·es cause moun mg 
and the soanng pnc . . . . lú·h w·ts battening on war 

m(·nt ancl tlw bourgco1s1<·, w 1 . < ~ govcrn . · 

contracts. . . ·l· ss ("icrht orcraniscd prottst 
1 l "k 1 d thc work mg-< <1. • ,., ' "' The Bo s lev1 s e . 1 . gcnerallv drawing ncw . k . . d irban popu at1on · , , . • 

meetmgs of wor et s an t . l em··n t and showmg them 
· · f h I· tion mlo t 1C inov '" ' ~ . f 

secl1ons o t e p~pu a . h. h rices and thc war pohcy o 
the dirccl connectJon bctwcen the ig ~.. Alr·ea<l)' in Aucrust-Sep-

. . . id thc bourgco1SH · 0 
thc tsansl governmcnt al . r 1 ' mic strikcs bccame 

b . 191, S thc polilical character o t ie e cono tem e1 . , 
more and more pronounced. . · · l · . t' le "Social~ 

[ \l . . ·t"fkd lll Stanng, 111 illS ar IC 
Lenin was therefore u ) JUSht . l t· ··at· was the only class in 

. ~ ,' " · 1915) that t e pro e a11 " ., " 
1sm and v\J ar \. ' . fi ·d ·" th c.:hauvinísm . 1 he Russ1an 
Russia "that has not been m ~e~ ~-.1"dass peace" with the bour
working class refused to conhc u . e .ª l-chauvínists. 1 t supported the 

. . d did not follo''' t e socia . . d t 
ge01s1e, an . h' 1 ncver wavercd m its uty o · f h B lb v1k Party w JC 1 • 
pohcy o t e. os e 1 . ,h ldin aloft thc banncr of mterna-
the Internauonal steadfast )' o g 

tionalism. . . 1 nav and the army. Lenin 
The Bolsheviks were also active 10 l 1eB l l yev1"k work among the 

· tance to o s 1 
attached the greatest ~i:nPº~- d absorbed the ílowcr of the popular 
troops. The army' he sa1d, ad ·11· ns of peasants mosl of lhem . . ·entrate m1 io , , . 
forces; m it were conc . f the workcrs. By thcir pcrsever-

d a larg·e sect1on o . 1· h · . poor peasants, an . • . l B l h :viks werc forgmg a ig tmg 
ing work in thc tsan~t arnry' t l~ t~ s ~C'asantry and preparing lhe 
alÚance of the workmg class ~n e , 

ro1· tl1e second revulution. masses u 
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The Bolshcviks provcd to be ready for the struggle agains1 thc 
war anci lhc overthrow of the irnpcrialist governmenc in their O\vn 

counlr), bccause thcy had built up an efficient organisation capa.ble 
of lcaciing thc masses against the imperialist war and imperialism. 

HC'adc.'<i by Lcnin, the Bolshevik Party was the leading force that 
could initiatc thc mustering of all Left socialist groups in the int<'r
national working-class movement under the banncr of revolutionarv 
Marxism and undertake to organise a new proletarian Internatton;t 
that would be free of opportunism. From the vcry outset of lht' \\ar 
Lenin V\Orked with his usual energy and perseverance to create 
a solíd nudeus of the new, truly militanL, revolutionary organ1sa
tion of the world proletariat. He embarked upon a rclentless strug
glc agaínst the overt opportunists, and the covert ones - supponcrs 
of Kautsky in particular. 

L cnin saw thc danger of Kautskyism ch ieíly in the fact that whilc 
justifying the "middle", Ccn trist an d, essentially, opportunist line of 
the socialist partics, ir stylecl itself before the \vorking class as the 
"Marxist centre" in the International. Kautsky scrcencd his dcf(·nc
ist :-;tand with rcgard lo thc imperíalist war with intn-natioualist 
slogans and r<'fercnces to Marx, even though they conccrned a dif
f<:rent epoch and wars of a diflerent nature. 

"Kautskyism," Len in \vrote, 'is not fortuitous: it is thc social 
product of the contradictions within the Second lntcrnarional. 
a blend of lo}alty ro Marxism in word, and subordination to oppor
t11nism in decd." * 

Kautsk) 's Centrist stand was supported by L. Trotsky, L. l\1ar
tov, N. Chkheidze ancl others in Russia, Henriette Roland-Holst in 
the l\'ctherlands. R. Grimm in Switzerland, J. Long11et and 
,\. Pr<'ssemauc in France, T. Barboni in ltaly, Kh. Rakovski in 
Rumania, and so on. 

In the socia list parties, sidc by side with the social-chauvinist and 
Ccntrist trends, therc was a third trend represented by Lcft, inter
nationalist e lcmcnts. \Vith unílagging attention Lenin kept an eye 
on thc stand of each Lcft group, on the activities of each genuincly 
Left socialist leader. He corresponded vvith many of them, hclping 
them with advice, paticntly and in a comradcly way pointing out 
their errors in a numbcr of issues, cxpla in ing why and how oppor
tuuism had to be combatecl and d rawing them closcr to him 

An abriclgcd lcxt of the Central Committee Mauifesto on the 
War was published in the Swiss La Sentínelle in .l\ovcmbcr. Lenin at 

* V. T. Lc·nin, (.'n/lecled Works, Vol. 21, p. 31:1. 
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d ent to thc lntcrnational Socialisl h. 'mportanl ocum . . 1 D 
ncc sent t is ~, h Gcrman .British and Sweclish Socia - emo-o and to e- rene , · ' 
~tt~ . . 
r ·1tic newsp apersh. d f th" ltalian Socialist Party, wh1ch m e ' d t e stan o , . . . 
tlc wclcome f t d'd not succumb to chaunmsm, con-cJ. · d 0 t11e war 1 . . 

thc carly peno herous conduct of the Gcrman Soc1al-Democr~~ 
demned the tre::u of social-chauvinists and renegades ~ Musso.ltm 

ld e;o;pelled a "' p ·t ·d b)' the ovcrwhelmmg maJOr-"1 ) This stand was suppoi e . k 
and orhers . . . . k' lass In Switzcrland, where Lenm too 
icv of the l taha? wor mg_ el. . o cment a Left socialist nucleus 

· . •e part 111 the socia tst m v ' an actl\ d 
d allv being forme · . s ·t 

was gra u . . r l r an and Swiss socialists met tn Lugan~, WI -

A conference o ta~ r 1914 and at Lenin 's requcst d1scussed 
zcrland , on SeptembeA1 I, ber 'of the T>rinciplcs contained in thcse 

. 1 • s on the war. num r . 1'1 L o 
l11s t 1csc , . . . . in the confercnce rcsolution. 1e . ugan 
theses werc mcorporatecl . . . tl ' int1·rnationalist ancl rcvolutionary' . · . thou (J'h not consiste n Y • f · . 
decis1ons, "' . d 1· ·t ·¡) towards a reviva! o mterna-nonetheless represente a irst s e 

tional prolcta rian contacts. . el I · > by tlw revolutionary social-
The i mperi~tlist war w~s ~~pi¡s~ l~ s<Dimitr Blagocv, and by thc 

ists of Bulg<~na, the tes1rynk~-Vhe~ L¡·nin karned that the Scrbian 
Serbian Soc1al-Dcmocra~s. l d . ted ·tga1'nst war credits, he pub-. D ( d p 1ttcs 1a \o · • ' · . 
Social- emocra ic e l . d d. h· ed their proletarian mlerna-
licly declared that thcy hahl' h IS~ ~~~et con tact with the Bulgarian 
tionalist duty. He so~n esta Sis.·~ l D ~ nocrats and helpccl thcm fol
ancl Serbian revolul1onary ooa -. u 

low a consistent internationalist hdn e. ··ti 1) \\.1'iinkoop Anton 
· ¡ spon cnce \v1 1 · ~ ' Lenin was m regu ar corra . . .· ¡· . ·n Holland grouped 

k d other Left-wmg socia ists i . 
Pannekoe an T. 'b He also establtshed contact, 
around the newspaper De . iz ~z~ Shlvapnikov, with kaders of 
through Alexand1~a _Kol~onta1 an . a~d S~vedcn. In the war years 
the Left-wing soc1ahsts m ~o~way . r . 1 strong body- they 

L e: . ·1ahsts werc a ia1r y 
thc Swedish e1t-w.mg soc .d had thirtecn membcrs in 
publishcd three daily newspaprrs an 

Parliai:nent. . . . 'fj d at the ncws that Eugenc V. De?s, 
Lemn ,.vas espec1all)· gratl ic . 1 ad come out in active · · r t Left wmg l - · leader of the Amencan socia is d' advoeated civil war for . . r t carnage an 

opposition to the im pena is :- t nccd this outstanding labour 
. i· Th U S Governmcnt sen e . . . 

sooa ism. e · · . t r0 r liis anti-war act1v1t1es. ' · pnsonmen 11 • 
leadcr to len years im '.,. 1 development of the Left oppo-

Lcnin dosely followed thc nsc anc t'c Party He enthusiastically . . s .· l-Democra 1 • • 
s1t1on m thc Get man , ocia 1 tionary socialists in Germany -
welcomed the ne'.vS that tlw rcvo u 
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the Internarionale group. thc forerunner of the Spartacus Lea 
heade? by Karl Licbknccht, Rosa Luxemburg. Clara Zetkin, Fr:: 
i\~ehnng, J. March~ewsk1. Leo J~girhcs (Tyszk~) and Wiihd~ 
P1:-ck - had laken a lirm stand agamst lhe war. L1cbknccht, Lenin 
sai~, had set ~n example t? ali intcrnationalists by voting in thr 
Re1chstag agamst war cred1ts. 

Lenin was fully aware that .the Lcft forces in the West were stiU 
extr:-mely \~eak .and that ~heir campaign against chauvinism and 
fo~ mternat10nahsm was st1ll fccble, disunited and not always StL'\

tamc.d. B.ut he h~d un.swerving faith in the inevitable victory of pro
letanan mternanonahsm throughout thr world labour mo\'ement. 

A conference of socialists of the Allied countrics (Britain Francr 
Belgium, Russia) met in London on February 1'1, 1915. Thc Bol~ 
sheviks werc not invited, but Lenin drc'vv up a draft declaration of 
t~c Bolshevik Cen~ral Committcc and M. Litvinov, thc represcnta
hve of the Bolshev1ks on thc I.S.B ... was instruc-tc-d to read it at the 
confcrcnce .. The declaratíon dcmanded that socialists re.'lign from 
the bourgcms govcrnmcnts ofBelgium and Francc, that socialisls in 
the Allicd rnunlri~s abandon the "civil pcac;e" slogan . refuse to 
vote for war crcc:ltrs ami to support Russian rsarisrn. 111e con
frrence chairman pre\·ented Lilvinov from rc-ading the declaration 
to the end. Litvinov handed it to thc chairman a~d walked out of 
the conference in protest, declaring that thc BobheYiks would 
takc no part in this social-chauvinist forum. 

The discussions in the press, at meetings and at J .enin's own lcc
~ures, his c~rrespondcncc and talks with Lefl-wing socialists of var
ious. countncs, an~ the deb~tes at the women 's and Socialist youtb 
coni:rences, ~1eld 111 Bcrnc m March-April 1915, madc it plain to 
Lcnm t~iat ~n th<· \V~:.-;t. thc Lcfts were still strongly influcnced 
?Y the Centnsts on bas1c issues of \var, peace, revolution and social-
1sm. J:Ie knew rhat unity of thc Lcfts cm a platform of revolutionan 
MarxlSt theory and ta~tics could be achieved on!) by carrying o~ 
a resolute strugglc agamst Kautsky's falsification of Marxism ami 
by painscaking cxplanatory work. 

Kautsky and thc other Second International revisionists con
tended that thc new developments in capitalism made che basic 
propositions of Marx's Capital "obsolete". lt was, therefore, essential 
~ot ~mly. to s~leguard rcvolutionary Marxism against renewed revi
s1001st d1stom~ms, but to devdop it further by analysing thc new 
fca~urcs of social development and thc ncw experience of the prok
tana.n clas: strugglc. Len in wrotc: "The world 's grcatcst movcment 
for hherat1on of thc oppressed class, the most te\·olutionary class in 
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impossible "ithout a re\'olutionary thcol). That theory 
histofY, be1 thought up. lt grows out of thc sum total of the revolu-
cannot ' l · h. k" f ll · · . . experiencc and thc rcvo ut1onary t m mg o a countnes m 
uonaf)'rld Such a thcorv has develohed sincc thc scrond half of the 
the wo . '· Y . b . »nth centurv. Il is known as Marx1sm. One cannot e 
n1nctce , . h . . . 
a socialist, a rcvol_utionary Social-?emocr

1
at'. w1t oudt par1t1~1pat1~g, . the measure oí one's powers, m <leve opmg an app y~g t at 

tnl " and without waging a ruthless struggle today agamst thc 
t leor,, K k d e ,, * mutilation of this theory by Plekhanov, auts y an o. 

Philosophical Notebooks 

During the First \Vorld War, awarc of thc .i~crcasingly acutc pr?
found contradicrions of capitalism and thc cnucal nature of the h1s
torical moment, Lenin claborated an<l further developed ~very facet 
of revolutionary '.Vlarxism - thc theory of. social~st .rcv.olut1on, ~la.rx
ist economics and Marxist philosophy-m rh~ff md1ssolt1?lc t~ruty. 

The task was not only to safcguard thc punty of Marx1st dialec
tics and exposc rcvisionist attempts to rcplace it by vulgar evolu
tionism, sophistry and edectics. 1 t was also nccessary to advanc.c 
the scicncc of materialist dialectics, in thc light of thc ncw cond1-
tions of historv and thr ncw cxpericncc of thc liberation movement, 
with new dat~ of natural science, as an dfccti\'e instrument of un-
dcrstanding thc world and remaking it by rcvolutio~. . 

The vears 191'1· and 1915 werc devoted co rc-rcadmg Anstotle, 
Ilecrcl 'Feuerbach and other philosophcrs, works on natural 
sci~n;e and the writings of thc founders of scientific communism. 
Lcnin 's copious notes and commcnts, unfinished e~says a~d otl~cr 
materials wcre subsequently publishcd under the tttle Philosophical 

Notebooks. 
Lenin evidently intcnded to use thcm for a hook on materialist 

dialectics, but, unfortunately, was unable to carry the work to com
pletion. But cven uncompleted, the Phí/osophical Notebook~ are an 
organic continuation of his chicf philosophic~I work, M~terzaltsm awl 
Empirio-Criticism, and ronstitute a new· stcp m the crcauve ?evelop
ment of Marxist philosophy. The two works forro thC: bas1s of t.hc 
Lenin stagc in philosophy. For in the Noteb~oks Len.in dealt w1th 
a wide range of philosophical prohlems, w1th spec1al accent on 

Marxist dialectics. 
A central place in the Philosophical Notebooks is held by Lenin's 

* V. L Lenin. Col/trll'd Works, Vol. 21, p. 354. 
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consp<'ctuscs of !Iegcl's Scienre of Logic, Leclures 011 the llistu~¡; oJ f'hilo
sophy ~ncl_ f,ect~treJ 011 tite Philos~ph_y ef Hi~tory. ~ careful si udy of 
Hegel s d1alect1cal mcthocl and 1ts comparison w1th the dialcctic:; of 
Marx and En~cls in the light of mankind's ncw historical and scirn
tific cxperiencc and the practica! nceds of the working-class stru~~lc 
enabled Lcnin to develop further the proposition of Hegd and 
Marx that in the final analysis dialectics, logic and the tlwon of 
knowledge coincide. This idea is a fundamental plank in Lr~in's 
concept of materialist dialectics as a science. 

H<' comprehensivcly showed thc diversity of features , asperts, elc
ments and categorics of dialectics as the most profound theory of 
<lcwlopmenl. Schematism and dogmatism, Lenin said, is alien lo 
dialectics. And whik dialectics exprcsses the most general la, .. s of 
every proccss or devclopment, it requircs a concrete analysis of rrnl
ity and thc mul1itude of forms in whi~:h reality is reveakd lo us. 

for thc first time in thc history of ~farxism, Lenin fonnulatcd 
and subslantiatcd, in the Philosophical }/otebooks, the key proposition 
that the very ('sscnce, the kernel, of dialectics ís the study of thc un
ily of opposites. Lenin cnriched and concretised Marxist diakctirs 
by his analysis and gcneralisation of the new typcs and kincls of 
contrad íctions in the imperialist era, of thc new ways in wh1ch 
opposiles are transformed into one another, of the transition , thc 
growing over, of one phenomenon intu another. 

The strnggle of opposites, the risc and settlemcnt of contradic
lions, Lenin pointccl out, are che source of developmcnt in thc 
material worlcl, the condition necessary for social progres.s. He 
dcnow1c<·d the alternpts of che opportunist Second 1 nternational 
lcaders lo "purge'" reality of contradictions and struggle. Thc central 
a.'<is of d1alectics is the doctrine of constant developmcnt through 
strugglc of antithctical forces and tendencies, through struggle bctvveen 
the old and thc new. Hence, Lenin emphasised, the basic conclusio11 
to be drawn from dialectics is that the new, the progressive, is in
vinciblc, that its victory ovcr the old , obsolescent and reactionary is 
inevitable. Thc old is negatcd by thc new, but this should be undcrstood 
from the standpoint of matcrialist dialectics, which precludes barc 
ncgation as leading to an intcrruption in dcvelopmcnt, to a break 
in the connC'ction between the old and thc new. Marxist dialcctics 
regareis "ncgation as a moment of connection, as a momcnt of 
developmcnt, retaining thc positive". * \Vithout this therc can be no 
progress either in nature, society or knowledge. 

* V. L Ll"nin. Cof/el'/td Wl)rAs, Vol. 38, p. 226. 
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he Phifosophical Notebooks contain an analysis ~f the epistemologi
T f 1·dcalism which is of fundamental importance for the 
1 roots 0 ' · · d 1 ·¡ h' l ca 1 ·nst reactionarv bourgeo1s ph1losophy an pu osop 1ca 

1gg e aga1 . , . . 
stn_.. . The }{otebooks formulate important propos1l1ons on 
rev1Sion1Sm. . . .· . 

roblems of histoncal mateualism. . 
P · , philosophical conspectuses, fragments and notes pomt the 

Lenm s . . d h' · ¡ ·ai .. . the further development of dialect1cal an 1stonca maten -"ª} co . '·Co . . f h k ism, the scientific history of ph1losophy. nt~nu~t1on o ~ e wo~ 
of Hegel and }.tlarx," Leni~ wrote, "must cons1st m the ~tal e et i -

en l elaboration of the h1story of human thought, sc1ence and 

1 . ,, * ice rn1que. . . . 
1 All Lcnin's most imponant works wnttcn dunng the F1rst \i\ orld 

War-Imperialism, the Highest Stage qf Capitalism, ~ocialism and War, 
On the Slogan for a United Sta tes ef Europe, The Jun_zus Pamphle.t, 47 The 
Socialist Revolution and the Right Qf Nations to S~tj-Detern:znation, T_he 
State and Revolution and others, are inseparably lmkcd w1th thc Phtlo-
sophical .Notebooks. . . . . 

Lcnin's analvsis of _all the laws and catcgones of materiahst cha-
Jcctic.~ as a pl{ilosophical science is rcmarkab~c for its prof~ndity, 
militant materialist spirit, close link with rcahty ~nd orgamc co~
nection with the policy of thc proletarian party. I-~1s masterly app~1-
calion of the Marxist dialectical method in analysmg che new era m 
history becamc the basis of his new discoveries, which gave the pro
lctarial thc Marxist theory of imperialism, a corrcct and dear 
lheory of socialist revolution, che teaching on . th~ state, a~d the 
sound and scicntifically-based strategy and tacucs m revolut1onary 
transformations of society. 

Against Social-Chauvinism 

In 1915 Lenin wrote a number of important articles: "The Col
lapse of th~ Second International", "Opportunism and the Collapse 
of the Second International", "Socialism and \!\'ar", "The Defeat 
of Onc's Own Government in the Imperialist War", "On. the Sl~
gan for a united States of Europ~"- _In 1~16 , he '~rote _h1s c~~s1c 
lmperialism, the Highest Stage qf Capitalzsm, h1s s~l:nd1d art1clcs Im
perialism and the Split in Soci,alism;', _"The M1ht~ry Pro~:amme ~: 
the Proletarian Revolution" , ' Thc D1sarmamcnt Sl~g~n , and lns 
importanL works on the national question. A ?~re hs:1~~ of Tthhese 
works illustratcs the trcmendous scale of Lenm s act1v1t1es. cy 

* V. l. Lcnin, Coflei:ted Work.L Vol. 38, p. 1'17 · 
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f~ovcdr 1 
a wide rdan~; of. problcms. and comprehensivcly and pro

oun y ~xpoun .v1arx1st revolut10nary policy as opposed to the 
opportunist stand of the Second International. 

Lenin disclosed the roots of the disgraceful conduct of most of th 
European Social-Democratic leaders. He showed that the colla e 
of the Second lnternational was the collapse of opportunism wh~she 
h d 

. , IC 
a ansen and grown in the period of capitalism's so-called "pea. 

fi l" d l d . h e c-u . eve opmen~, an m t e years preceding the war, became thc 
domm.a~t trend m th~ lnternational. The ideas underlying social
chauvm1sm, opportu111sm and opportunist policy were rcnunciation 
o~ the ac~tc class struggle in capitalist society and of proletarian 
d1ctatorsh1p, of socialist revolution in favour of bourgeois reformism 
and class c~llaboratio~ in capitalist socíety and refusal to support 
the revol ut1onary acnons of the proletariat against its "own" 
bourgeoisie. ' 

Thc economic basis of opportunism and social-chauvinism Lenin 
said, was that the impcri~list bourgeoisie bribed "labour lc'adcrs", 
t_hrew sops. to thc labour <~mtocracy and created a privilegcd position 
Ior par~ oI the workers w1th the purpose of divcrting them from thc 
revolut1onary struggle against impcrialism. This strat um of workcrs 
grafted. with its bourgcoisie, this " la bour aristocracy", constilutcd 
lhc ch1cf support of the Second International. 

Lenin also revcaled the sourcc which enabled the bourgeoisic to 
b.uy o~er parl of thc: "''?rkers. l t was its high monopoly profits dc-
nved from thc explo1tat1on and rapine of colonial and other nations. 
In his " Imperialism and the Split in Socialism", he wrotc: "A 
handfu~ of wealthy coumries - there are only four of them, if we 
mean mdepe.°~ent, really gigantic, 'modero' wealth: England, 
France, the Ün.1ted States and Germany - have developed monopoly 
~o vast propon1ons, th~y. obtain supe7profits running into hundreds , 
tf not thousands, of m1lhons, they 'ride on the backs' of hundreds 
and ~un~reds of millions of people in other countries .... " * Thc 
orga111sat10~, .~t the c~pe~se of these superprofits, of "bourgcois 
~abour pa~t1cs was an mev1table and typical fcature of all imperial-
1st c?untn.es .. And thes~ partie~ "are vvorking hand in glove with 
t~e impenalist bourgeo1s1e ~reczsely towards creating an imperialist 
Europe on thc backs of Asia and Africa .... " ** 

Reading thcse lines now, over half a centurv after they wcrc 
written, millions of people throughout the world ~sk themsdves: are 

* V. l. Lcnin, Cnl/ected Works. Vol. 23. p. 115. 
... !bid., p. 110. . . 
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h
e reactionary Right-wing socialist lcaders doing the samc 

not t 
· g wday? h · · ¡· th thtO l · rcly proved tbat during l C trnpena tSt war C 
I in conc usn . . ' h h . 
,en . and chauvinists owed their greater strengt to t eir 
Portunists ' d l t ff 0 P. with the bourgeoisie, the governmcnts an genera s a . 

alhance h , r that alliance had been secrct; now there was no 
Bcfore t e '" a 

sccret. b den of exposing the treachery of thc opportunists, their 
The u~ g and their shameful deals with the bourgeoisie 

rnanoeuvnn . d f h' ¡· . 
l d n Len in This earned him thc blmd hatrc o is po 1t1-

de\'O ve o · d 
d ríes In Oecember 1916 he wrotc to Inessa Arman : 

cal a v~rs~ my .. fate One firrhting campaign aftcr another - against ··Thcre Il IS, . :"') '. 
olitical stupiditics, philistinism, opportumsm ancl so forth. 

p "lt has been going on sincc 1893. And so has the hatred ?f the 
philistine.~ on ~ccount of.i ~. ~ut ~~i!l, I would not exchange th1s fatc 
for 'peace' w1th the ph1hstmcs: . , . . . 

Lenin was nevcr at odds w1th hu> crystal-clcar co~sc1encc and 
consistent principies as a revolntíonary and Cor_nm:un1st. 

He convincingly showed t.he necd for an orgamsat1onal as \>vell as 
'drological break with the opportunists. "Thc whole struggle of our 
1 • ·E 11)" Parlv (and of thc working-class movemrnt m • urope genera. Y , 
he "~rote, "must be directcd agaínst opp~rtunism. Th.e latter 1s no~ 
a current of opinion, not a tcndency; 1t . (?PPº.rt~msm) has ~ow 
become thc organised too! of thc bourgeo1s1c w1th~n t~e wo~k~g
class movemcnt.' ' ** He said that any struggl.e agamst 1m~enahsm 
that was not linkcd up with the struggle agamst oppo:tun1sm was 
mcrely an empty sound or dcceit. He u~gcd thc Lefts m ~erman)'. 
and other countries to defy the opportumst lcaders and bmld a nC\\ 
typc of fighting organisation, genuinely rcvolutionary working-class 

partí es. . . · · 
He wrote that thc Bolsheviks, the Russ1an mternat1on.ahsts, we~e 

not makíng anv claim to interferc in thc interna! affairs of their 
Lcft comrades. ,"\Ve understand," he pointed out, "that they alonc 
are fullv competent to determine their mcthods of combatmg thc 

· · 1 ¿· ·· f t' and place Only opportunists, accordmg to t 1e con 1t1ons o 1mc · . . 
we consider it our right and our duty to cxprcss. our frank o_rm1on 
on the state of affairs." * * * Len in and the Bol~hcv1ks base~ thcir rela
tions with the Lcft groups in other c~ountnes on cquahty and on 
principies or proletarian intcrnationahsm. 

• V. I. Len in, Colleclerf Worll , Vol. 35. P· 259 . 
** /bid., p. l97. 

*** Jbid., Vol. 21, p. 32G. 
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l.enin on the Nature of W • ars 
ID the lmperialist Era 

The opportunist Social-Democratic l d . 
workcrs by giving a "Marxist" slant ca ers t~1~d to dupe the 
and bourgeois press pro a a d to hypocnucal government 
defence of the freedom a:d ge ~ta about the war being fought in 

x1s ence of nations I b 1 . 
country the social-chauvinists tried , . n evcry e ligcrent 
country and its allies wcre . ~o pro"e that the1r particular 
by Kautsky maintained t~:f1~ a Ju~t l~var. The Centrists headcd 

P 
h d e socia ists of ali the b ll" 

owers a an equal right to "d fc d e igcrent 
denounccd this as a most infamous def~:n ~he fa_th~rland". Len in 
ful attempt to justify the " . h ,, f ce of impenahsm, as a shamc
"in dcfencc of the fatherlan~~ tfc o workers to kill cach other 
war profits. ' or the sake of thc impcrialists' 

In the pamphlet Socialism and War and . 
made the question of . l m other works Lcnin 
M . war e car from t1 d 

arx1sm and f urther develo d Yf . 1e stan point of 
attitudc of socialists to the:e s .. arx1st thcory on wars and on thr 
demned war between natio~s o:1~ ~sts,l he wrote, had always con
much as wars account for ce ats _1 uta f and barbarous. But inas-

r n unes o human h. l M · 
must careiully study and disclosc the caus _is ory, arx1sts 
the naturc of wars and i . es underlymg thcm revea) 
. e cv1se wavs and me· L l . ' 
mg class and the working 1' ans y w uch thc work-
imperialist wars. peop e generally can effcctivdy oppose 

In bis research on thc subºect I . . . 
a war is to be dctermined .J d ' ,enm explarncd how thc nature or 

f 
. . an proved that , . h . . 

o poht1cs by other mea ns E "'ar 1S t e con tm uauon 

t
. f . very war must be s l 
ion o thc peacetimc poli f h ecn as t le continua-

In the imperialist era Lec~ o t he state and its ruling classcs 
1) U . ' nm taug t the ma· t f .. 

llJ ust, imperialist wars for th ' m ypes o war are: 
other countries and peopl h , e co~quest and enslavement of 
and national liberation me~, t e suppress1on of socialist, democratic 

W 
vements and the dest . f 

states. ars of this type must b l ruct1on o socialist 
sible means up to and iºncl d" e reso ut~ly opposed by evcry pos-

' ' u mg revolut1on d h ' 
one s own imperialist governme;lt. an t e ovcrthrow or 

2) J ust wars waged to liberate 'the k. 
and capitalist slaverv and ¡ · 1 wor mg people from feudal 
. . 

1
. , co onia and depende . 

unpena ist oppression to def4e d h . . nt counlncs from 
l f , n t e1r mdepcnd l . 1 
cnce rom imperialist encroa h , en nat1ona cxis-. . . . e menls or to defcnd h . ¡· 

agamst impenalist attack Th . k" . t e socia ist statc 
possihle support ·. f 1 ~ '"'ºr mg people should .give to wars 0 e us type. . cvery 
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some of the Left Socialists in thc Wcst belicved that in the im
rialist era Marxists should, in general, be opposed to the defence 
~ the fatberland. In justification of that idea they cited the prop
~ition proclaimed by Marx and Engels in the M anifesto of the 
Communisl Parl)•: "The working men have no country." Lenin carne 
out against this vulgar, non-historical approach to Marxism. 

The proletariat must define its attitude towards defence of the 
fatherland in context with the concrete historical situation. The first 
eonsideration should always be: which class calls for defence of the 
fatherland, and for what purpose? In a situation of a mountíng 

0
ational liberation movcment and the nced to uphold national ín

dependence, defence of the fatherland becomes the most vital task 
of the pcople, and the working class should be the first to rise in 
defence of the country's frcedom and indepcndence. History has 
proved that the working class is the gcnuincly patriotic class. 
Defence or the fatherland in a national liheration war and natu-' ' 
rally, in the strugglc of socialist states against imperialism, Lenin 
strcsscd, fully accords with the spirit of Marxism. 

It is quite anothcr rnatter whcn an imperialist war is being wagcd. 
In this case the socialists must opposc defcnce of the fatherland 
"since ( 1) imperialism is the evc of socialism, (2) imperialist war is 
a war of thieves ovcr thcir booty, (3) in both coalitions there is an 
advanced prolctariat, ( 4) in both a socialist revolution is ripe. Only 
for these reasons are we against 'defence of the fatherland', 011ly for 
thcse reasons ! !" * That, Lenín declarcd, accords with the interests 
of the entire imernational proletariat. 

~ational interests do not run counter to thc international ínter
ests of the working class. On the contrary: only a correct under
standing of its international tasks enables the working class to 
accomplish its national tasks. Emphasising the significance of this 
community of fundamental international tasks of the workers of all 
countries, Lenin wrote: "The international unity of the workers is 
more important than the national. " * * For only through firm, ever-ex
panding and ever-strengthening unity can thc working class and the 
working people generally attain their chcrished goal of peace and 
socialism. 

Lenin emphasised that as a social system socialism strives to end 
wars and establish lasting peace on carth. "An end to wars, peace 
among the nations, the ccssation of pillaging and violence - such is 

* V. 1. Lenin, Collected Works , Vol. 35, p. 274. 

** Jbid., p. 247. 
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our ideal,"* he wrotc in 1915. He })Ointed out that d. · 
l
. b · · . as 1st1n ro~ ourgc01s pac1íists, :Marx1sts understand the "inevitable r q 
nect1on bctwecn wars and thc class strugglc withiºn the . on. , . <.:ountry'' 
thcy. understand that "war cannot be abolished unless eta . ; 
abohshed and socialism is created". sses are 

In providing theoretical grounds for the thesis that war is · . 
t bl d · · 1. mev1. 
~ e un . er 1mpena 1sm: he ~~ed l~imself on the following facts 

Fu:'t, by.ll~ very ~ature 1mpcnahsm 1s a source of war, andas Ion· 
as impenalism ex1sts the economic basis and the threat of aggr · g ·11 · S . . . ess1vc 
war w1 remam. econd, as long as 1mpenahsm is the only s · 1 

t 
. h d. 'd d . OC la 

sy~ e~ "".1t un 1v1. e sway m r.he "'"~rl~, the question of war and 
pe~ce \~ill be dec1ded by the 1mpenahst, financial-industrial 0 ¡¡_ 
gar chy m secret from the peoples. In that period the working cJ 
and other peaceloving forces were disunited and weak and wcre as~ 
ab~e to prev~nt imperialist predatory and othcr criminal w~~. 
F:~och-makmg .events tl~~t ha ve radically changed the balance of 

poht1cal, econom1c and mihtary forces in the world in favour of the 
pe~ce camp, ~emocracy ~~d socialism, have taken place sincc thesc 
rnaJOr ~heorellcal propos1t10ns wcrc formulatcd by Lcnin. from thc 
new. ª.)¡~mcn.t .ºf forces the CPSU has drawn the bold condusion 
Lcmmst m spmt, ~f_d~e possibility in the present period of avertin~ 
a new world war. l h1s <loes not mean, hovvever, that thc threat of 
su:~ a .war has been totally removed. The forces of aggression and 
mihtansm, although hardprcssed, have not been neutralised. To 
stop the threat of war fr.om be~ming a reality is the sacn:d duty of 
all people.s. The aggr~1vc pohcy of imperialism is countered by thc 
US~R w1t.h che policy <:>f the active defence of pcacc and the 
strcngthcnmg of 1mernat10nal sccurity. 

'l~he slogan o~ "disarmament" was rdatively widespread among 
pacifists a_~d soc1al-reformists in Europc and the United States dur
mg thc .F 1rst World ·war. It ,.vas used by the social-paciíists an<l 
!<autsk~1tes to ?~pose thc .Bolshevik slogan of turning the imperial-
1st war mto a c1V1l war. U nder the circumstanccs Lenin naturally 
could not support thc s~ogan of disarmamenl be~ause ¡~ weakenecl 
thc strugglc of the ~orkmg cl~ss against world imperialism and the 
strugglc of rcvolut1onary Soc1al-Democracy against opportunism. 

It by no means '.ollow~d from this, however, that Lenin was 
ºl?POS~d to ~emandmg d1sarmamcnt in principie. Tlie concrcte
lusto.ncal posmg of thc qucstion of d isarmament was characteristic 
of h1m. 

* V. l. Lcnin, f.11Lltcted Wnrks,. Vol. 21, p. 293. 
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· ·ple he explained, socialism desired disarmament. " Dis-
Jo pnnc1 , . . ·a1 t ·

5 
the ideal of socialism. Therc w1ll be no wars Ill soc1 -

rmamcn 1 · h. d "* h ·a ª · t . consequentl)' disarmament \•.'1ll be ac 1cve , e sa1 . 
. t socie y' ' d d . is disarmarnent and socialism are intcrconnccte an msepar-
peace, 
a ble· · · · d b h · · ¡· The correct slogan m the s1tuat1on create y t e 1mpena ist war 

. not disarmament but the armed struggle of thc working class 
;~ working people in general against. imperi~li~m, meaning that 

1 
·mperialist war should be turned mto a civil war. 

t 1e 1 · 1· \ · h d But Lenin foresaw that after ~he socia ~st ~evo ut1on ~ 
triurnphed in one or severa! co~nmes, the v1ctonous prolctanat 
"ould consistently pursue a pohcy of pcacc bct wcen peoples, of 

'eaceful coexistence of states with different social systems, and 
~ould wage a struggle for the total banning of wcap~s of mass 
dcstruction, against the arms race and for universal d1sarmament. 

Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism 

An ana1vsis of the economic and political essence of impcrialism 
was requir~d to enable the working class ~o furt~er its revolu.tionary 
struggle. Without this analysis it was 1mposs1ble to prov1dc the 
revolutionarv movement with correct \cadcrship. 

In the su~mer of 1916, Lcnin completcd his classical lmperialism, 
the Highest Stage of Capitalism, which is an outstand~ng :ontr~but~on 
to crcative Marxism. In it he makes a comprchcns1ve mvcsugation 

of imperialism. . . 
It is the result of immense scientific rescarch and mtens1ve 

thought. The preparatory notes for the book, subscquently pub
lished under the title Notebooks on Jmperialism, form a volume of 
ncarly 50 quires. Lenin traces the devclopment of world capita1ism 
over the course of half a century after the publication of Marx's 
Capital. Basing himself on the laws of che emergence, development 
and decline of capitalism, discovered by Marx and Engds, ~e was 
the first to give a profound scientific analysis of the econom1c and 
political substance of imperialism as a speczal, Lhe high~st, an.d,. at the 
same time, Last stage of capitalism, showing that under 1mpenahsm ali 
the contradictions of capitalist society inevitably becomc aggra-

vated. 
Lenin showed that impcrialism is a special phase in the cconomic 

devdopmcnt of capitalism, its "monopoly stage", which is charac-

" V. l. Lenin, Collecttd Works, Vt)l. 23. P· 95. 
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tcrised by the following five basic features: " ( 1) the concen tration 
of production and capital has developed to such a high stage that it 
has crcated monopolics, which play a dccisive role in economic life. 
(2) the merging of bank capital with industrial capital, and th~ 
creation, on the basis of this 'finance capital', of a financia! oli
garchy; (3) the export of capital as distinguished from the expon of 
commoditics acquires exceptional importance; (4) the formation of 
international monopolist capitalist associations which share the 
world among themselves, and (5) the territorial division of the 
whole world among the biggest capitalist powers is completed." * 

Capitalism became imperialism only at a definitc, high stage of 
its development. Thc main thing economically in this process is the 
replacement of free competition by monopolies driven by thc 
motive of obtaining a high monopoly profit. Yet at the same time 
thc monopolics do not abolish free competition, but exist above it 
and beside it, thus giving risc to acule and sharp contradictions, 
friction and conílicts. The object ive dialectics of this process mean!, 
to quotc Lenin, "the transformation of quantity into quality, of 
dcvelopcd capitalism in to imperialism". ** 

Lcnin characterises imperialism as monopoly capitalism ancl, at 
the samc time, as parasitical, decaying and dying capitalism, dis
closing the conditions that wiH bring on its end and demonstrating 
that capitalism will inevitably and neccssarily be supcrsedcd by 
socialism. 

His proposition that al this stage there is a swing to reaction ali 
along the line and spiritual impoverishment is of immense impor
tance for a characterisation of the new, imperialist phase of capital
ist dcvelopmem. Monopoly capital establishes its dictatorship over 
society, suppressing not only the working-clas.<; but also the dcmo
cratic libcration movement and abolishing the already curtailcd 
bourgeois-democratic rights and freedoms. In particular, national 
oppression heightens and the monopolies show an increasing desire 
for annexations, i.e., for transgressions against the national indepen
dence and sovcreignty of peoples. 

Monopoly rule, Lenin explained, signifies a sharp intensification 
of the exploitation of the working class and an exacerbation of the 
contradictions between labour and capital, of thc contradictions 
leading to the proletarian revolution. I t worsens the condition of 
the working class and lcads to the ruin of thc bulk of the peasants 

• V. l. Lenin, Collerted Wurks, Vol. 22, p. 266. 
.. lbid., p. 267. 
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.. · to incrcased dissatisfaction among 
d the urban petty bohurgebo.1s1et~ve conditions for cementing the 

an T h" crcates t e o ~ec i . l )..... 
hern· is . ·k· class and the non-proletanan al.J\rnr-

t b t •een the wo1 mg . h glc 
alliance e ,., all' nce is the principal force m t e strug 
. masses. That . . ia .. , 
ing h impenahst bourgeo1s1e. f l f "G t 
against t e uh. cction of ali thc nations to a han d. u o r~a 

f urthcrmore, s ~. 'fication of colonial opprcss1on, must m-
" the sharp mtens1 l . ent 

Po'"'ers ' . the crrowth of the national libcrat1on i:novem 
e\"itably result m nited front of struggle of the proletanat of _the 
and m~e for ª. u and the colonial and dcpendent peoples agamst 
capitahst countnes 

iinpcri~l:sm . . 'fi nalysis of the contradictions of capit~li~m ~t its 
Lenm s sc1enth1 ich~ d to the conclusion that impenalism is the 

ge broug t 1m roun . . . r m 
last sta . . l . Thc revolutionary trans1t1on to socia is oif the soczalist revo u twn. . 
eve · 1 ess1ty 
had now become a vtta . necl . ·mper1'alism had taken a ncw 

h d d t d urmg· t w war 1 • 
Lenin s owe 1ª ' : f fi , pital towards thc 

. d ureater concentrat1on o manee ca ' ' . . . 
step .t°'":r s '-' . { · apitalism into state-monopo~y cafntalism .. Th1s 
growmg-o.,er ~f r:zonopor.y _e th d'rect intcrvention of the statc m the 
mcans a sharp mcrease in e ~ . d · · the intercsts of 

. . h ocess of cap1tahst pro uct1on m 
economy, in t ~ pr . . 1 ·n en·sts of thc lattcr che bourgeois 
the fmancial oli.garchy. In \-1e. • \a~orv measures, militarises thc 
state takes vanous sorts o iegu , 

economy, etc. 1 a italism followed by Right-
T he ideologists of st~t_e-rr:1onopo y Le_ p d thc 'advent of thc ag'c of 

wing socialists and rev1S1omsts ~ p~oc a1mc .. d b , "dynamic 
.. " . . f ee" cap1tal1sm charactense ) " ¡ ed" cns1s- r · ' 

p ann , ., . ., They maintain that state-monop-
balance" and . social harmony : . I his work The State and 

1 . r is no longer cap1talism. n . "Th 
o y cal?1ta ISm_ tal fallacy of thcse arguments.. e 
R.evolutzon Lenm showed th~ to . that monopoly capitahsm or 
erroneous bourgeois reform1st asseruon . l" but can now be 

1 . i· m is no longer cap1ta ism, state-monopo Y capita 15 . " he wrote. 
. ¡· ' d so on is very common... ' 

called 'state socia ism an . ' . cialism should serve 
"The 'proximity' ?f suc!t cap1~~\~;:1ri~~ a:º an agrument proving 
gcnuine representat1ves of ~h.e_ p of the socialist revo-

. · { Ttv fcas1bihty and urgcncy · 
the prox1m1ty, ac1 1 

, ' fi tolerating che repudiauon 
lution, and not at. all as an h~rg~m~n\o º~akc capitalism look more 
of such a revoluti~n and ~ e e l~r s formists are trying to do." * 
attractive, somethmg wh1~h / :e cased still more the material 

Thc state-monopoly ca~1ta ism _mc;.tion to socialism. Thc gigan
prerequisites for a revoluuonary t1an 1 

442 43 * V. l. Lenin, Collected WorkJ, Vd. 25. PP· - . 
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tic cxpansion oí the productive forces and socialisation of produc. 
tion undcr monopoly capitalism had come into irreconci!ablc con. 
tradiction with the capitalist relations of production. 

Lenin showed that under imperialism, too, thc bourgeoisic suc. 
cecds in preserving the capitalist system with the help of sharply in. 
tensified dictatorial, repressive measures against the proletarian 
socialist, nationa1 liberation and ali democratic movements. l mpe. 
rialism survives by the subtle application of social manoeuvres ¡

11 relation to the working masses. In so doing it makes broad use of 
opportunism and revisionism in the working-class movement. 

In his work Lenin showed the utter scientific groundlessness and 
exposed the reformist substance of Kautsky's "ultra-imperialism" 
theory, which cndcavours to whitewash capitalism. He rcfütcd 
Kautsky's thesis that the creation of international monopoly 
allianccs weakens thc c.ontradictions within the world capitalist sys
tem and eliminates crises and wars. 

He forcsaw the possibility that monopoly capital would unilc on 
a world scak not only in the form of international monopolies but 
also in theform oj a.greements between entire states. "ln this sense,' ' he 
wrote, "a United Statcs of Europe is possiblc as an agrecmcnt 
between thc European capitalists ... but to what end? On!y for the 
purposc of jointly suppressing socialism in Europc, of joint!y pro
tecting colonial booty." * 

Thesc tcndcncics manifest themselves now in setting up military 
blocs spearhcadcd against the world socialist system and lhe interna
t.ional working-class movement, against the young statcs in Asia and 
Africa and other countries striving to libcrate themselves from the 
imperialist yoke. 

Lcnin's analysis of the fundamental laws of capitalism at its l a~t 
stage has bcen confirmed by the rea1ity of modern capitalism. The 
altempts of capitalism to make use of the growth of state-monopoly 
forms, inter-state cconomic integration, and the achievements of the 
scientific and tcchnologica! revolution with the aim of strengthcning 
its class rule are not resulting in its stabilisation as a social system. 
The general crisis of capitalism continues to grow 
dcepcr. 

Imperialism, the Highest Stage qf Capitalism is an exceptionally im
portant creativc contribution to the economic thcory of Marxisrn 
and a sharp m ilitant wcapon in the struggle against thc latest bour
geois and social-reformist "theories" of "people's capita.lism", the 

* V. l. Lcnin, Collerltd Workf, Vol. 21, p. 341. 
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" h ,,. . . l "" dustrial society", "convcrgence , t e ·~-
f; " soc1ctv t le m · ,, h " , ·hnotromc ••,vcl are . .;,' the "post-industrial soc1cty ' t e te~ . 

iegrated soc1ety 'All thC'.se myths preached by bourg~ois ideo~og1~ts 
era", and so o~~ false idea that thc development of ~dustry m t e 
are based ?:t~fic and technological rcvolution is Icadmg. t~ a gra~ 
rnodern sc1e f 1 .. d"cal distinction bctween soc1ahsm an uaJ removal o t 1e I a; I 

capitalism. 

Lenin's Theory of Socialist Revolution 

. . of the ncw stage in world history enabled 
Thorough anal7·s1s h ast opportunities for thc revolutionary 

Lenin to ~etcrmme t re· V •• l"sm On thc basis of his own study 
t n thc age o 1mpcna 1 . . r 

rn~veme~ r1 L. ~ l furthcr developed thc Marxist the01y of socia is~ 
of im~ena. ism enn its motive forces and conditions and forros o 
revolutzon, its c?ntent, -1 He· ¡>roved that the war had accel-
d 1 ment m the ncw epoc 1. . h 

eve op , , . ·s·les for n:volution and t at as 
erated the growth 

0
1. th1 ~ r.c~~~~ 1 

had matured for the transition 
a whole the world cap1ta ist sys un 

to socialisr~. , . . , 181,7) Engels had replied in the 
ln Prinaples oJ Gommunzsm \ ' . "bl . to 

. . of wh<"lher it was poss1 e 
negative to the . c~ucst10n . . . one country. Procccding 
accomplish a socialist rcvol~t1oldn m k t and large-scale in-
1. h. fact that the vvor mar e . . . · . 
rom t e . l d . l ment in ali c1vil1scd countnes, d had levelled socia evc op . ·11 
ustry . h " l communist revolut1on ... w1 

Engels drcw. a co~~Ius10~ l :ilmt;¡~~:~ously in ali civilised c:ountries, 
be a ~evolution ta. mg Y a~e d Amcrica .Francc and Germany". * 
that is, at . I~ast _rn ~ngl~~d' in the p~riod of prc-monop?ly ca
However, }p,..,ng as t ey . · d could ra1se thc . r M and Engels nc1ther ra1se nor 

~~~~~~~ o~t::;ossibility ~fsoci~lism bae5int~at:i~:~r~:~i~~;~:~~~~t~~~ 0 f L in's greatest serv1ces w .. 
ne o . en f ·:Marx and Engels in the new hist0rical cond1tions, 

the teachmgs o . . . d ro!etarian revolutions, he carne to 
in rhe epoch of impenahsm :aº. p be victorious first in severa! 
the key conclusion that soc1ahsm can . ·¡ have to 

. . . ntry that docs not nccessan y 
comunes, or even m one cou. d 1 t He drew this conclu-
be at a high level of econom1c ~ve opmden,_. 1 ·m of the uneven 
. b· . · f ti e !aw discovcrc ;y 11 ' . . 

s1on on the as1s. ? 1 
1 ' t f capitalism in the impenahst 

econo~ic and pol1t1cal .dev~ ~prr~e~ca~s to the uncven maturing of 
era; th1s developm~nt i.ne\d·•.:;bly t countries. Lcnin first formulated 
thc socialist rcvolut1on m iueren 

* K. :Y1arx, F. Engcls, Coilrcled Works, Vol. 6, p. 352. 
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' ': 

this c~nclusion in August 1915 in the articlc "On thc 
a United Statcs oí Europe". Slogan for 

"Unrvcn cconomic and political devclopment" h . · l "" · e wrotc m th · 
art1c e, is an absolute law of capitalism Hence th . 

15 

socialism is possiblc first in severa! or even in on , . eliv1ctory of 
. lo Afi . . e capita st cow1t 
a ?e: ter cxp~opnatmg the capitalists and organisin their ry 
so~1ahst production, the victorious proletariat of that ;ountrv º'~n 
~nse agamst the rest of che world - che capitalist world attractÍn w1l! 
ns cause the oppressed classes of other countries." * g to 

From thesc propositions of Lenin's it can be seen that b)' 191 i:: 1 
already had a clea · f' h . ·' 1e . . r v1cw o l e commg division of the world · i 
two opposmg systrms: socialism and capºt lº nto 

I S 
i a 1sm. 

n eptembcr 1916 in the article "Thé ;\if"J"t· p 
the Proletarian Revolution" he amp11ºf'1ed "h.1 i ,iry rogralmme of fi . . . : is v1ews on t le pros-
r:~ts or so~iahs~ rcvolut1on m the imperialist era and on th 
d1tions for its victory. e con-

d.;,Thc develop_menL of capitalism proceeds extremcly unevcnl y in 
J e:en l countnes .. Ir_ ca?not be otherwise undcr commodit ro-

duct1on. From th1s lt follows irrefutabl)' that . ¡· y p a ·hº · . 
1 

socia ism cannot 
e ieve v~ctory s1mu taneously in al! countries. I t "vill achieve vic-

:~~'Y first J~ one or se~eral countries, while che others will for sorne 
e r~mam bo~rgeois or pre-bourgcois . ., ** 

Lemn also pomted out that thc victorious proletariat must be 
ready to repulse the militarv attacks of world . . li , h 
socialist statc. " In such cases'" he \~rote " unpena sm on t e 
b 1 , . . . ' , a war on our part would 

e a cg1t1matc and .1ust war."*** 
Lenin's theory that socialism can be . t . fi . VJC onous irst in onc 

countr~ or severa! ~ountries is a model of creative develo ment of 
revolut1onary Marx1sm and was the greatest dº fpM . scíencc. IScovery o , arx1st 

He exposed the anti-Marxist substance of Trotsky's . h ·ar ¡ · v1ews t at 
~o.c1 lSt revo ut1on cannot be victorious first in one count and crit 
ic1~ed Pyfathakov' who ?efined che socialist revolution as ~e "united 
act1on o t e prolctanans of all countries" 
Th~ main task of the next stage of the revolution in Russia 

remamed_ th~ struggle for the establishment of a revolutionar -
dcmo~r~t1; ~1ctatorsh i~ ?f the proletariat and the peasantry and tl;e 
use o it •01 the trans1t10n to socialist revolution. 

* V. l. Lcnin, Colltcüd Work.r Vol. 21, p. 342_ 
** lhid., Vol. 2'.l, p. 79. ' 

*** lhid. 
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E 
laining the balance of class forces in the forthcoming revolu

xp · o h 1' Lº . h R l . " . Lcnin in the art1clc " n t e wo mes m t e evo utlon 
uon, 'ed the fallibilitv of the theory of permanent revolution of 
rc,·ca• · 'f tskY who denied the revolutionary role of the peasantry on the 

round; that the peasantry had grown stratified and its passible 
gr~olutionary role had bcen declining ever since 1905. Naturally, 
~nin painted out, the stratification of the peasantry had intensified 
he class struggle within it and brought the rural proletariat closer 

:
0 

the urban. But the antagonism between the peasantry and the 
landowners had also grown more intense and acute. 

In the years of the imperialist war Lenin continued to develop 
his theory of the revolutionary situation, which was to be of immense sig
nificance for the practica! activitics of the Marxist parties. Popular 
rcvolutions do not take place at the whim of one or another party. 
The masses rise w struggle under thc inílucncc of factors decply 
rooted in the objective conditions of Jifc. Capitalism itself creatcs 
the conditions that make mass revolutionary action inevitable; capi
talist development impels the masses to struggle. Lenin showed that 
revolution cannot be "macle to orcler", that it grows out of objective
ly maturing crises called revolutionary sitnations and indicated 
symptoms of a revoiutionary siluation: " ... 1) when it is impossiblc 
for the ruling classes to maintain thcir rule without any change; 
when there is a crisis, in one form or anothcr, among the 'upper 
classes', a crisis in lhe policy of the ruling dass, Jeading to a íissure 
through which the discontent and indignaLion of the oppressed 
classes burst forth. For a revolution to takc place, it is usually insuf
ficient for 'the lowcr classcs not to want' to Live in the old way; it 
is also necessary that 'the upper classcs should be unablc' to livc in 
the old way; 2) when the suffering and want of the oppressed 
classes have gro,.vn more acule than usual; 3) when, as a conse
quence of the abovc causes, there is a considerable increasc in the 
activity of the masses, who uncomplainingly allow themsclves to be 
robbed in 'peace lime', but, in turbulcnt times, are drawn both by 
all the circumstances of thc crisis and by the 'upper rlasses' themselves 
into independent historical action. 
· "Without these objective changes, which are independent uf the 
will, not only of individual groups and partics hut evcn of individ
ual classes, a revolution, as a general rule, is impossible . The to
tality of all Lhese objectivc changcs is callcd a revolutionaf)

1 

situation." * 

• V. I. J.enin, Collei:úd Work.1. Vol. 21, pp. 213-14. 
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But, Lcnin further cmphasised ror . l . • ' , 11 a revo ut10 • 
turn mto a revolution these ob· . f; nary s1tuation t b b. . .1ect1vc actors must b . . o 
y a su ~ect1vc factor: thc abilitv and . d. e accompanied 

class to carry out revolutiona;v m I ea m_ess of thc revolutionar . 
overthrow the old power and' estasbsl_ ·ªhcttohn~ strong enough t~ 
c t h" . a is t eir own O l 
re e istoncal conditions in a · , · n Y con. 

coincidence of obicctive and gl\-ebn. co~ntry could produce thi~ 
b l

. J su ~ecttve p · · " 
e tevcd. Thcre was no such th' . _rerequ1s1tes, Lenin 

"without". I t was the duty of hmlfas ~troducmg revolution from 
facilitate the devclopmcnt of :h; r~:~x1s~ party to do its utmost to 
strcnglhcn lhc alliance of th . k. luuonary movements and to 
thc revolution with the b e ;or mg _class, as thc leading force of 
primarily with' its main all~oath~~t sect1ons of t~e workin~ people, 
ship of the working-class') 're. 1 p~asants . Lenm held thal leadcr-. ·''º ut1onary strug l 1 · 
party' was the dr.cisive condition fi . th . g e )Y its M arxist 
revolution. 01 e victory oí the socialist 

Lcnin always reg·trded . . 1. ' • · socia ist revolution · 
a componcnt of the world . ¡· . m any counlry as 

h 
. socia ist revolution H h r . 

t at il was the sacred dt1tv f 11 ,. ·t . • • e t ercrore held · , o a 1v arx1st pa f d 
~trengthen lhc unity and .soliclaritv of th ' ·J l ~ _ics ar_i groups. to 
ist movemcn l ancl lo be 'd. d, l e \.\ m e I cvolut10nary soc1al

gu i e a \\"tYS a d 
great principie of prolcta/ . · ·~: . <_n · everywherc by thc 

S } ian 1Iltcrnat1onahsm 
. uc l are lhc cardinal tcnets of Lenin 's th . , . . 

t1on. On thc l><L~is oí th.is theorv . eory of soc1ahst revolu-
oped their work ¡

11 
Russia and ~- ~?~ tahctics thc Bolsheviks clevd

a ic t e Left forres in the Wcst. 

Zim111erwald and Kienthal C s:on1.erences 

.. Early in .Tune 1915, Lenin ancl Kru sk , 
Sorenberg, a remote mount- . 'll p a)·a moved from Bernc to 
for lhe c~nfercnce of s . ¡· a1~ v1 ag~. Le.nin intensively prepared 

d 
ocia ist mternauonal sts 1 

ate by the growth of the . t . I ' now c early neccssit-
. . m crnational Iabou . 

termsat1on al the firing lincs d h . ' movement. Thc fra-

b 
' an t e stnkes ancl d . · . 

a num er of countries wcre · d. . emonstrat1ons 111 

a revolutionary strug·<rlc In m . ications th_a,t the masses had started 

d
. 1 . ~ . vanous countnes th L {' . . 
isp aymg more boldness and . , T e e t socmlists wcrc· 

· enei in· he need 
to umte the Lcft intcrnationalist f; ' an urgent one, was 
Lcnin, through his exLensive co~:~~es a;und re''.olutionary taclics. 
worked to bring about doser ·o·l .~·pon dence. w1th Left socialists, 

d d 
· · . e 1es1011 an urnty f 1. H 

geste rafting a J·oint de·! . . ; o po icy. e sug-
Th f. e arat1on pnor to ti r 

e 'irsr Intcrnational Socialist e [, 1C con1erencc. 
23-26 (Septcml><·r 5-8\ 191 ~ . h ºsn ~rence was held on August 

" " ' lil t C 'WISS viJlage f' z· ' o 1mrncrwald 
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d \~·as attended by thirty-eight dclegates from eleven countries. 
~ . days before the conference was due to open Lenin had a meet
. "ºwith th e R ussian and Polish delegates in Berne. Then, on 
~~gust 22 (September 4), he met in prívate with ali the Left dele-

tes and read a report on the naturc of thc world war and on the 
ga l . . . ¡· t ctics of revo uuonary mternattona tsts. 
ª ¡\t the conference itself Lenin organiscd the Zimmerwald Left, 

cornposed of eight delegates. There was a sharp ideological struggle 
between this close-knit group of intcrnationalists, revolutionary 
~farxists headed by Lenin , and the K autskyiles and pro-Kautsky 
deJcgates, heacled by Georg Ledcbour, the German Social-Demo
crat. T hc Lefl submítted a draft resolution on the ,.var and the tasks 
of the Social-Democrats, and also a draft Manifesto. 

One of the first to speak in the general debate was Vasil Kolarov, 
reprcsentative of the Tesnyaki, the Bulgarian socialists. Lenin fol
lowed his speech with keen attention, secing in thc Bulgarian Party 
expericnce d uring thc Balkan war adclcd confirmation that the Bol
shevik proposals on work in the army werc fully rcalisable. 

The confcrence majority rejccted the drafts submittecl by thc 
Lclh, but on the insistence of Lenin and other Lcft clelegates, 
a number of basic propositions of rcvolutionary Marxism were in
corporatccl in the 1-'lanifcsto. Howcver, the Manifosto was inconsist
ent, and left much unsaid. Il did not ínc:lude the proposition that 
impcrialism was the cve of socialist rcvolution, <lid not explain the 
causes of the Sccond Intcrnational's collapse, the need to break 

with opportunism, etc. 
Even so Lenin considered it right to sign thc Manifesto. He was 

guided by the important tactical principie of revolutionary Marx
ism - the principie of avoiding sectarianism. 

Lenin called the Zimmcrwald Conference the first step in de-
veloping an intcrnational movement against the war. 

Lenin felt the strain of the conference, at which he had to wage 
an uncompromising struggle against thc Kautskyites. It took 
severa\ clays of complete rest and fresh mountain air before he 
could resume his work with his customary encrgy. Early in October 
1915, he and Krupskaya returned to Bcrnc from Sorenberg. 

T he build ing of doser contacts with Left socialist groups in other 
countries continued. In Novembcr 1915, Lenin received from the 
U nitecl States a leaflcl put out by rhe Socialist Propaganda League.

4ª 
Aftcr having convinced himsclf that thc lcaflet had been 
issued by an intcrnationalist organisation with a strongly Left-in
dinccl programmc, he scnt thc League a letter and thc statements 
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11 

1 

11 

of t~e ~ii:nmerwald Left. He warmly wclcomed the League's a 
to Soc1ahsl Parly members to work for a new Internat· f peal 
genuine rcvolutionary socialism. iona ' for 

But l~e considercd it his duty to tell the American Lefts that th 
Bolshc,·iks could not agree wirh several points of thcir prog e . . 1 . ramme 
m part1cu ar w1th the centralist principie of proletaria . ' 
organisation. n party 

. . In F~br~at)' 1916,. L~nin se.ni a lett.er to thc Frcnch internationa). 
1sts, pomtmg to their mconsistency m the struggle against 0 · h · r f . , ppor. 
lumsm, l .ctr 1~ar o a break w1th the opportunists. What wc have 
now, L~n.m sa1d, are two mutually opposed working-class tactics 
and p~hc1es on. the war, and they cannot be reconciled. At the 
same time, ~cni~ warnecl the French Left:s against the danger of 
anarcho-synd1calism 49 and e~prcssed thc confidcnce that thcy 
w~uld lea~~ to c~~nduct rcv?lut_ionary work among the masscs in thc 
~1<.'':', cond1t1ons. 1 have fa1th m thc Frcnch revolutionary proletar-
1~t,. he wrote. He askcd the French comrades to put out a leaflct 
g1vmg thc full translation .ºr his letter. This was done in 1916, and 
thc lc;aflct playec! a b1g part in uniting the French Lcfts. 

Lenm sent s1m1lar lcttcrs to the LeH socialists in Norwav 
Swt'den, Holland, Britain and other European countrics. This coi~~ 
rad~ly criticism o~ th.rir position on fundamental programmatic, 
tactICal and organisat1onal issues \.vas of valuable assistancc to thc 
int~rn~tional~st groups in the war period and did much to fon'(<' 
thc1r _idcolog1cal and polilical unity on thc basis of revolutionan 
~1arx1sm and proletarian internationalism. ' 
~ In January 1916, Lcnin took an active part in organising thr. 

German-languag<' magazme Vorbote, the organ of the Zitn
mcrwald Lcft. 

On February 1 O or 11, the family moved from Bernc to Zurich, 
wherc th.ey r~~ted a room in an old neighbourhood near thc centre 
of thc c1ty. l he room was anything but convenient. There was 
always an .unpleasant smcll from the sausage factory in the yard, so 
that the wmdow could be opencd only late in the evening. A much 
better room coul~ havc bccn rented for the same money, but Lenin 
a~d Krupskaya hked the owners and the fact that the ílat was an 
"mtcrnationa~ com1:1tmity": two of the rooms were occupied by thc 
own.er and h1s fam1ly, one by the wife and children of a Gcrman 
s?ld1er, anoth~r by an ltalian, a third by Austrian actors, and th<' 
lourlh by L<'~l~l and Krupsk~ya. Lcnin livcd in the housc until April 
19 ~ 7. By d~c1s1on of_ the Zunch :Vl.unicipality there is a plaque un
de1 the w1ndow of lus room w1th this inscription: " LENIN, th<' 
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f the Russian Revolution, lived here from February 21, 
teader o 7,, 

16 to April 2, 191 . 
19 'z rich Lenin worked energetícally to prepare for the Second 

In u ' · h S . ·11 f 
t
ional Socialist Conf eren ce. 1 t met m t e w1ss v1 age o 

Interna e d l . hal in April 1916 and was attended by iorty-one e egates 
J{ient ·ght countries. This time the Zimmerwald Left numbered 
from ei . 

1 e 
and acted as a more closely-knit group, on several issues 

(WC V, • 
ustering as many as mneteen votes. 

m The changed international situation since the Zimmerwald Con-
[erence, and the mounting mass discontent against the war. found 
reflection at Kienthal in the conduct of the delegates. Lenm was 
especially interested in the speeches of the German delegates, who 
ernphatically declared th~re would be major revolutio~ary up
heavals in Germany if the war dragged out mto the 

autumn. 
There was a heated debate on the attitude to be adopted towards 

the International Socialist Bureau. Lenin convincingly argued that 
the l.S.B. had become a tool of the Anglo-French social-chauvinists. 
There had to be a split with the Second lnternational, it was inevi
table in fact it had already taken place in a number of countries. 
That' was the only way to save the honour of prolctarian socialism 
and revolutionary internationalism. 

The Zimmerwald Left supported Lenin's proposals. A co~
promise resolution sharply criticised the I.S.B. ,. demanded the resig
nation of its Executive Committee and expuls1on from the party of 
socialists who had joined bourgeois governments. The resolution, 
however , did not call for an immediate break with the I.S.B. and 
the founding of a new International. 

The discussion on the question of peace centred around the Bol-
shevik Central Committee proposals which directly linked the 
problem of a democratic peace with that of the socialist revolution. 
The Bolshevik proposals were supported by Left delegates from 

other countries. 
The Kienthal Conference did not adopt the Bolshevik slogans of 

converting the imperialist war into a civil ~ar, defeat. of one's 
"own" imperialist government, and th~ foundu:g o~ a Third Inter
national. But it did help to cement the mternat1onahst forces on the 

ideological basis of Marxism-Leninis~. . 
In his Fils du peuple, Maunce Thorez descnbes how 

he then a farm-hand in the Creuse Department, learned 
of' the Zimmerwald and Kienthal conferences and the po
licy advocated by Lenin and the Bolsheviks. His landlord, an 
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dderly revolutionary-minded stonemaso11 d , h. b z· . namc Mena 
im a _out r~merwald and Kienthal. "In 1915 ger, tolct 

thcsc villages h1dden in the Swiss mountain tl and 1916, frorn 
thc. a~rid smoke of batcle, che voices of a s:U~~r;r~ame, through 
soc1alrsts led by Lenin and the Bol h iks 1 Y of genuinc 
.d f s ev ' w 10 were t 
' eas o proletarian intcrnational1ºsm and l . ' rue to the An · . revo ut10n ' * 

torno Gramsc1, a leading I talian Marx1S· t . h · d , was one of h 
w o c~rne to the masses thc revolutionary id f z· l ose 
and K1enthal. And it was throu h Gramsci " eas o . im.mcrwald 
of the appeals of Zimmcrwald a;d K ienthal Lt~f~t T~ghatt1 karned 
Gran:isci began to study the theorv and . an t~~~thcr with 
Russ1an Bolsheviks". ** , pract1cal acl1v1t1es of the 

The vitalising influenc(' of Len1ºn's 'd e l b · . . • 1 eas was ie t y m 1 
soCiahst mtcrnalionalists during the v . f . . . any ot ier 
scquendy, thcy forrned the e . ' ea~s o plm~cnalist war. ~llb-
1 

· , ' · ornmunist arlles \ ih' ·h d 
,emn s leadcrship joi ned togech t fl ., ic , un er 

l nternational. ' · er 0 ound the Communist 

Discussion on the Right of Nations 
to Self-Determination 

A close scudy of the nacional and coloni l . . . 
aspcct of 1 enin's wo k · h ª quest10n is still anothn 
imperialist ,war ~nd ~nd~~dt c~eyeahrsl of thef~irst World War. Thr 

f 
' w o e era o imperialis , d 1 . 

une o thc pressing problems of social' ' . m, ~a e l HS 
q uestion or thc right of nations t lf!Sdt re\ ol~tio~ ' espec1ally che 
· o se - etermmal10 A · 

l1onal discussion on the sub' . d 1 . n. n mterna
besides the Bolshc ik G. ~ecc evc oped m 1915-16 in which 

v s, rerman Dutch a d p i· h . . , part. ' n o IS soc1alrsts took 

Betwcen Dccembcr 1915 and Februa , . . 
thcses "Thc So , 1· R . r) I916, Lemn drew up bis 

c1a ist evolut1on and thc R . ht f N . 
Determination" 'fhe ig o 1 at1ons to Self-. v representcd a . B l h 'k 
declaration on thc n'alional and 1 n~'~l· o s ~v1 programmatic 

. 1 . co oma q uest1on in wh' h th 
nat10na qucst1on was treatcd as an ins ' ic e 
the question of socialist revolution ºt eparable comp?nent part of 
rect support of thc ant' . . { · i s reserves and al ltes and its di
oppresscd nations. 1-1mpena ISt struggle of che colonial and 

11:1 the sum mer of 1916, Len in wrote his 
J UlllUS Pamphlct" and "Th n· . famous articles "Thc 

e iscuss1on on Self-Determination 
* M Th ·· . on:z, hls du peuple, Moscow 1951 26 

** Marcella <: M · · ,.. ' ' p. · . aurt:l!O rerrara, Conversando con -roo/'¡¡· R '' ~ ra 1, orna. 1953, p. 38. 
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d Vp" . In both artidcs Lcnin revicwcd thc incernational 

Surnrne · t · d · · · d h ·on on che nanona quest1on an cnuc1se t e crroneous 
djscuSSI . ws expounded ~y Rosa Luxemburg, Anton ~annekoek and 
vi~ v:ho rnaintamed that the demand for nauonal self-decer
ot. ~~ion should be abandoned in the imprrialisl era. Lenín ampli
~'~ªand substantiaced the thcory and tactics of revolutionar) Marx
.1e 

00 
the national question in thc era of imperialism and 

1stS . 
olecarian revolut1ons. 

pr Lenin gave a clear and lucid answer to the question of how to 
educate the working class in an intcrnationalist spirit, both in the 
big. oppressor nations and in thc small, oppresscd nations. Thc 
approach cannot be the samc, bccause, from the standpoint of the 
nationat question, the position of the working class is nol the same. 
Therc is che cconomic diITercncc thal in thc oppressor countries 
part of thc working class gcts the crumbs from the superprofits the 
bourgcoisic receives by exploiting the working people of the 
oppressed nations. T hcre is a}so the political diffcrencc that in the 
oppressor nations thc workers enjoy a privilcged position, comparcd 
with the workers in the oppressed nations, in many sphcres of pub
lic lifc. Lastly, there is this difference: the workcrs of thc oppressor 
nations are trained by the bourgeoisie in a spirit of contcmpt for 
the workcrs of thc oppressed nations. 

For thac reason, Lenin believcd, the intcrnationalist education of 
the proletariat in thc oppressor nations should centre around the 
demand for che right of colonies and opprrssed nations to sccession. 
On the other hand, the socialists in the opprcssed nations rnust 
advocate and implcment unity of the workers, of aB working 
people, of the oppressed 'úth thc workcrs of the opprcssor 
nation. v\Tithout that it ·would be impossible to uphold 
the proletariat's independent policy and class solidarity with the pro
letariat of othcr countries. The socialists of thc oppressed nations 
must undcr ali circumstances cornbat national narrow-mindedness, 
egoism, exclusiveness and aloofness. 

The internationalist education of the working people, Lenin 
explained, would remain a cardinal task evcn after the prolecarian 
revolution. Lenin subjected to comprehensive and profound criti
cism the crroneous vic,..vs held by the Polish, Dutch and German 
Left socialists and the Bukharin-Pyatakov group, ali of whom were 
opposed to national self-clctermination, arguing that it was unfea
sible undcr im perialism. Of coursc, Lenin cxplained, uncler impe
rialisrn national self-determinaliou could be achievcd only by over
coming immense diilicultics. But that did not at all ímply that 
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revolutionary socialists should rcicct an immed.iate a d · ¡ ¡ r . '.) n mos1 f<'~o 
ute strugg r 1or th1s demand that would only ¡)lay inlo tl 1 · -
f ti b 

. . d . . le iands 
o 1e ourgeome an the rcactionaries. On lhe contra . ·h · 
h h Id d · · n · \\ at t ey s . ou o 1s to ra~sc the oppressed peoplcs against even; \'ari<·c . 
o~ nauonal ~nd colon1al oppression, for full implementati~n of h) 
nght of nat1ons lo political self-dctcrminacion. t e 

Lenin cxprcsscd the conviction that che victorv of tlle . k' 1 · ¡ . . . , \\ or mg 
e ass m on )' one of che 1mpenalsst Pº'"'ers and even more so . ' l · · ' , 1 evo-
ut1ons m a numbcr of countries would crcatc particularly f' . 
b

l d' · r avou~ 
a . e con 1t1ons 1or ~~e develop?1ent and success of nacional Jiber-
at1on wars and upns1~gs and {or the gaining of independcncc b 
peoples opprcsscd by 1mperialism. * y 

Of e~cepli?n~l importanc:c to this day is Lenin's proposition that 
undcr 1mpersahs.m, the winning of political independence docs no~ 
mean that a natton has acquired economíc indcpcndc11ce " )<'' • · ¡ · · · . manee 
cap1ta ~s such .ª gre;:t, such a decisivc, you might say, force in ali 
~co1:om1c and m ali m ternational relations, that it is capable of sub
.1:-ctmg, an·d· act ~ally does sul~jcct, to ítself even states cnjoyíng lhe 
~~lksl pc~htlc:al mdependence ." * * Nations oppressed by. impcri al-
1sm, Lcnm taughr, musl seek not only politic:al, but economic inde
pc~dcnce. Hut colonial and semi-colonial, the small and \'>·eak 
nat~o1~s cannot hope to ohtain genuine economic aid from lhe im
p~r~~list powers: <?n the contra~', under the guise of "economic 
a1d the colomabsts trv to tio-hten their srranglehold h 
na1ions. , º . '· on t ese 

. Len~ held that only socialism will usher in an era of enuim 
hbe~at10~ for. t.hc oppressed pe?ples. H.e put forward the p:ogram
matic ~'. opos1uon .th~t whcn t~e ~"'ºr~mg dass comes to powcr in 
l~e devdopcd cap!lalist countnes it w1ll not only give all thc colo
~~al,_ ~nd dcpcn?ent pcoplcs the riglit of self-determination up to 
s~ccss1?n, but w1ll a lso make the maximum effort tu establish closcr 
t1es w1th th~ .backward peoples of Asia and Africa who have taken 
thc road of mdepcndcnt development, extend disínterested aid ro 
lh~m and help thcm "to pass to the use of machinery, to the light
cmng of labour, to democracv to socialism" *** 

Lcnin's brilliant forccast h~s' been fully· co~firmed I · 1· . d · 1. • . . mpcna 1sm 
to. ay .IS uemg suqiected to more and more pressurc. "The main 
thmg IS that the strugglc for national libcration in many countrics 

* V. I. L<"nin, Collected Work< Vol. 22, 353 • ' p. . 
* lbid., p. 259. 

*** /bid., Vol. 23, p. fi7. 
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, . practice begun to develop inw a slrugglc against cxploitative 
ha.~ 111 • l' 'fl . l . } l · ns both feudal and ca pita 1st. 1e coun1ncs w 11c 1 iave 
relauo ' l h · 1 h' h k the non-capitalist path of devc opment, L at 1s, l 10se w 1c 
ta ~n taken the long-term line of building socialist society, are the 
~~:.:nccd contingent of the present-day national liberation mo\'e-

,. * ¡ncnt. Thc opponents of national self-determina.Lion claim~d th~t . the 
"national state" slogan was no longer valid under impen~hsm. 
Lenin conceded that, historically, it was an old slogan. But m the 
East. in the colonies with their total population of l ,O?O ~illion, 

c·w bourgeois-democratic national movcmcnts had ansen m the 
~rnp~rialist era, and liberati~n. ~vars wcr~ bcing fou~ht there. Even 
in Western Europc, the poss1b1hty of nat1onal wars, tor example, by 
srnaB nationally-opprcssed or annexcd states against imperialist 
powers, was not exdudcd. -Cndcr ccrtain condition, Lcnin bdievcd, 
it was possible to convert thc imperialist war into "a great 

national war in Europe" .** 
In his writings during thc period of thc First World War Lenin 

expressed a number of important propositious on the prospccts for 
the developrncnl of nations during the building of socialist society 
and thc transition from socialism to communism. 

He showed that the Polisb Lcfl socialists, the supporters of Rosa 
Luxemburg, wcre mistaken in argning tbat nations in socialist 
society would havc the naturc only o[ "cultural and linguistic 
units" and that territorial divi5ion, insofar as it rcmained, would be 
determined only by the needs of production. Criticising these argu
ments, Lcnin stressed that thcir authors wcre procceding from the 
fact that there would be no state undcr socialism. In fact, however, 
thc state would be retained under socialism and in the pcriod of the 
transition from socialism to communism and there would naturally 
be a need to determine its bordcrs. Hencc thc qucstion of national 
relations retains its importancc. "Socialism," Lenin pointcd out, 
"by organising production without class opprcssion, by ensuring the 
well-being of all mcmbers of che state, givcs full play to the 'sym
pathies' of the population, thereby promoting and grcatly accelerat
ing thc drawing together and fusion of tbe nations." *** An esscntial 
condition of this development of national relations is the pursuancc 

* 24th Congress qf the í.PSU, Novosti Press A~cncy Puhlishing Housc, Moscow, 

1971 , p. 215. 
** V . l. Lcnin, Colltewd Wmk.L Vol. 22, p. 310. 

* ** !bid., p. 324. 
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by thc socialist state of a correct nationalitics policy the ensu · 
of the full equality uf all pcoplcs, the development of thcir <'con~:~~ 
and. culture, and the fraternal mutual assistancc of che sociali 
nano ns. t 

Combining the Struggle for Democracy 
and Socialism 

The summer of 1916 was spent in thc mountains becaus<· of 
Nadc7:hda Konstantinovna's health. They stayed at a modest 
boardmg-house, the Tschudiweise, in the little village of Flums, not 
far from Zurich. Thcy chose it bccause it was cheap, probably thr 
chcapcst in ali Switzerland. This was important bccausc Lenin and 
Krnpskaya had to practise the utmost economy. 

In fine weather they wo ulcl take walks in the mounlains, and 
during these walks, I\adezhda Konstantinovna rccallcd, Lenin 
spokc of the problems upperrnost in his mind . One or these was thr 
role or der".\Ocra~y ~n the deve:oprnent of thc prolctarian da.% strug
gle undcr impcnahsm. Early m September they returned to Zurirh 
to their former room. ' 

From August to Oc:tobcr Lcnin wrote a series of articles in whid1 
he continucd to develop the :Marxist teaching on the socialist rcvu
lution and the dictatorship of thc prolctariat, the world revolution
ary proccss .~ a who~c, and nationa l relations, adding new impor
tant propos1t1ons wluch have cnriched scientific communism. 

Many of thc Lcft Socialists in the West and in Russia who liad 
ºPP?Sed the r ight of nations to self-dctcrmination were now repu
d1atmg th<' strugglc for democracy under imperialism. This time 
they argu~d ~hat since imperialism was itsclf a negalion of dc
mocracy, 1t followed that democracy was "unrcalisablc" under 
i.mperia.lism and all the talk about democratic rights and rcpubliran 
!o.rm o( government was meaningless. Thc struggle for democraq 
d1vcrccd workcrs from the struggle for socialism. 

Lenin vigorously opposed this thcory, q ualifying it as "imperialist 
economism", Lhe same kind of ugly caricature of Marxism as the 
Economism of 1894-1902. He q ualified "imperialist economism" as 
a striking manifestation of dogmatism and sectarianism in thc world 
socialist movement. 

ln the artides "Thc Nascent Trend of Im perialist Economism" , 
"Reply to P. Kicvsky (Y. P yatakov)", "A Caricature of Marxism 
and l mperialist Economism", written in the autumn of 1916 Leniu 
cxplained in dctail that tho ugh imperialism significd, polÍtically, 
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turn from democracy to reaction, an attempt to abolish 
a sharp · · · · · · bl d d d atic freedoms and msutut1ons, it mev1ta y engen ere an 
dcrnocr ated democratic tendencics among the masses. And it was 
accentu . d h k" matter of indiffcrence to the proletanat an t e wor mg peo-
noc ª ·h t kind of statc thcy lived in. The more democratic the state 
Ple w ª · · d . he easier it is for thc proletanat to conduct a broa , open, 
t.S, :UUsed and unitcd struggle against capitalism and the bourgeoi
o.rg The transition to socialism requires a socialist revolution and 
sic. . k" 1 th roletarian dictatorsh1p. But the wor mg e as.s cannot carry out . e 
~cialist revolution unl~ss it has prepared for 1l by a comprehens1ve, 
consistent and revolut1onary struggle for dem~c~acy. ~he struggle 
for democracy is pa rt of the struggle for soc1ahsm. One should 
know how to e o m b in e the strugglc for democracy and the struggle 
for thc socialist revolution , sub o r din a ti n g the first to the second. 
In this líes the who lc difficulty; in this is thc whole essence," * 
Lcnin wrote in December 1916. 

In his artides written in 1916 Lenin consistently upheld and 
developed the cardina l revolutionary Marxist principlc that pro~eta~
ian dictatorship is an o~jective law qf tlevelopment common to all countnes zn 
their transi/.ion from capitalism lo socialism. " ... Whoever expccts that 
socialism will be achieved withoul a social revolution and thc d icta-
torship of the proletariat is not a soc:ialist." * *. . . . 

He formulated and substantiatcd thc proposn10n that dillercnt 
nations will pa5S to the dictatorship of the proletariat and to social
ism in diffcrent ways. 'fhis has bccn fully rnnfirmed Ly the de
velopment of a numbcr of countries aftcr. World. ~1a~ II: "Ali 
nations " Len in wrote, "will arrivc at sociahsm - th1s IS mev1table, 
but all ,will do so in not exactly thc same way, cach will contr ibute 
something of its own to sorne form of democracy, to sorne varie~y .ºf 
the dicta torship of the prolctariat, to thc varying rate of soc1ahst 
transformations in the d iífercnt aspects of social lile."*** Unlikc the 
anarchists the ~Marxists hold that the state and its institutions can 
be used i~ the fight for the emancipation of the working .cla~s. 
Thcy advocate thc "break-up" of the old, bourgeois st~te machme m 
the course of the proletarian revolution and the ~reat1on of a .prol~
tarian state (proletarian dictatorsh ip). Revoluti~na~y 1:farx1sm. is 
"recognition of thc fact that the state will exist unt1l v1cton ous social-
. d l · fil! "m"**** ism eve ops mto u communis . 

* V . !. Lenin, Colleclf.11 Works, Vol. 35, p. 267. 
** !bid., Vol. 23, p. 95. 

*** l bid., pp. 69-70. 
**** l bid., Vol. 22, p. 323. 
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In the closing. months of 1916 ~nd the early months of 19 I 7 Le. 
nin made a spec1al study of Marx s and Engels' works on the stat 
mak.ing copious notes from them, giving his own comments and d:~ 
monstrating, first and foremost, that on this question too the oppor. 
tunists of the Second International had openly renounced the views 
of the founders of scientific communism. Writing to lnessa Armand 
after re-reading Engels' The Housing Qjlestion, Lenin remarked that 
he could not calmly bear the attacks on Marx and Engels. The 
materials he collected made up a notebook, Marxism on the Staú 
and served as the basis for his book The State and Revolution'. 

A revolutionary situation had arisen in Europe. Fearing that it 
might develop into a revolution, the capitalists tried to conclude an 
imperialist peace. The social-chauvinists and Kautskyites took 
a pacífist position, seeking to reassure the peoples with the prospect 
of a democratic pcace granted by the imperialist governments. Soon 
after the Kienthal Conference, the entire Zimmerwald Right in 
major European countries-France, Germany, Italy-slid into 
social-pacifism, which had becn rejected at Kienthal, and openly 
aligned themselves with the social-chauvinists and reformists against 
the revolutíonary internatíonalists, who supported the Zimmerwald 
Left. Robert Grimm, one of the leaders of the Socialist Party of 
Switzerland and chairman of the Zimmerwald and Kienthal confer
ences and of the lnternational Socialist Commission, which was set 
up by thesc conferences, sided with the social-patriots in his 
country. He screened his defection with abuse at the social-patriots 
of other countries. 

Lenin publicly branded the desertion of the Centrist majority in 
the Zimmerwald Association to social-chauvinism, relentlessly 
exposed Grimm's sneaking "tactics" and called upon the Left inter
nationalists to form a genuinely revolutionary working-class Inter
national and to organise in all countries proletarian parties of 
a new type, parties capable of heading the revolutionary struggle of 
the working class for socialism. 

February Revolution 

While he was in Switzerland Lenin gave much of his attention to 
the local working-class movement, notably to the Swiss socialist 
youth. All the Bolsheviks, including Lenin, were members of the 
Swiss Social-Democratic Party. Swiss workers heard Lenin speak at 
their rallies and meetings. He had direct contact with Fritz Plattcn 
and other Swiss Left socialists, attended many of their conferences 
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in their struggle against the social-cha~vi~ists and 
d belped them . l theses on the subject, enuthng them 

~ntristS. lle d~e~ ~~~eec::aldists in the Swiss Social-?emocrat~c 
"'fasks of the ~on ess of the Swiss Social-Dcmocrauc Party m 
party"· At Othe b gr22 {November 4), he greeted the dclegates on 

. h on cto er , . 
zunc , R s D L.P. Central Comm1ttee. . 
t>ehalf of the 9. (22) 1917' he gave a lecture on the R~s1an Rev~-

On January , t" of young workers in the Zunch People s 

lution of 1905 ata meelmg "th the words: "We must not be 
H losed the ecture w1 E . 

ttou~e- d ~ e the present grave-like stillness in Europe. urope is 
dece1ve Y 1 . ,, * 

ant with revo ut1on. h · d 
pregn fi weeks after Lenin pronounced these prop et1c wor. s 

Only a ew . R ·a In February 1917, the tsanst 
l t"on broke out m uss1 . b a revo u i h Th"" revolution was victorious ecause 

y was overt rown. " · h 
~tut~ec:;~r and chief motive force was the working ~l;ss, whT1~e ~:i~ 
i s . . f t lad in army um1orm . . d with it m1lhons o peasan s c ·¡· ll" nce ne h d . . d nd organised the m1 itant a ia 
shevik Party a mspir_c . ª. the revolution. 
of the. workers dandf pehasa~~o~~tion in Petrograd from thc Swiss 

Lemn learne o t e f · h · The revo 
f M h 2 ( 15). He was besidc himsel w1t JºY · . -

papcrs o are . . ot clown to appra1s-
lution stirred t~e enhtire wor!d. k ~~1~:~~:l~~a~iat and its Bolshevik 
ing it and definmg t e new as s 

Party. 3 (l 6) d 4 (17) to Alexandra Kol-
In letters written on March . an h p ty C C . . . (O 1 ) th gh whom t e ar · · 

lontai in bC~oan~a tain~o donta~~uwith the Bolsheviks in Russia, 
members a roa mam fi 11 w in view of the estab-
he outlined the course_thpe Pa~~y h~dd~ve~n:ent and the Soviets of 
lishment of a bourgeo1s rovmona . k p 
Workers' Deputies. The chief thing ri:ow, he ~::d, t:a:xt~nd e:c-
strengthening th~ working-cl3:5s revolut~o~~~~a¿a ¡: 'preparation for 
tivities, to orgamse the mass:, ~o~set :e"' Workers' Deputies. Finish 
the conquest of power by t e ovie . f. the new 
off react~on! Not the sl~gbht~~ co~~:~~~ ~~s~r f~~p~ol:~g~;; stage of 
bourgeois government, U1 a 
the revolution. . n of the principles of the 

Of great importance ~r ~h~ hela~o;,a~~~y were Lenin's Letters Jrom 
new political cours_e of t e o s e~1 the quesüons confronting the 
Ajar, which prov1ded a~swers ~e of Russia afi:er the February 
working class and workmg peop d direction of the second 
revolution: on the driving forces, nature an 

* v. l. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 23, P· 253· 
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Russian revolution, o11 state po\ver o d 
d 

, 11 war a11 p 
tu e to the bourgeois Provis· i'on 1 G cace, 011 thC' att' r a ovcrnment 0 h S 

1
-

a new iorm of political organisatio f l ' . n t e ovicts as 
the transition from the bourgeo · dn o t ie. workmg peoplc, and o 

h 
. . IS- emocrauc stag f h n 

to t e soc1a l~t, and other points. e o t e revolution 

After the v1ctor ious Februarv revol t' . . 
return to Russia But ho , u ion Lenm was impaticnt t 

· w to get to Russ' ¡ . o 
grad? Since ali lines of . . ia, to revo ut1onary Petro 

b 
. commun1cation fro al S · -

clbgerent Russia were in the hands f m ~e~tr w1tzerland to 
plan arose of Len in and the inte . o ¡·Bntam and France, the 
E ¡ d . rnauona ISts travcll' ¡ ll 

ng an ; soundmgs werc made Wh . b mg ega y via 
"allies"' the "democratic" B : . h en it ccame clear that Russia's 
po~tcrs .into Russia, would no:1t:~t 'B:i~e f~eely allow.cd war sup
tanan mtcrnationalists th l v1ks, revolut1onary prolc-

K 
' roug 1 other w h· d 

rupskaya recalled. "Th ' ays ª to be sought · · e moment that th • ¡· h · 
arr1ved Lcnin forgot about si d ~ ncws o t e revolution 

bl 1 
' · eep, an al mght th · 

ca e p a ns wcre made L'k fl .. , e most impracli-
f; 

· · 1 e vmg over o · . ¡ antas1cs could a rise onlv d .' l .1 n ~n aerop ane. But such 
'd . ' urmg s eep ess m h A 

sa1 it aloud the impract' b'l' . 1 g. ts. s soon as onr . . , ica 11ty, t1e unrc l t f h 
immcd1ately obvious. lt \·' Id b a 1 y' o t e plan was 

(
. · \ ou e necess·trv t 

a orc1gner from a neutral countr , f; '..' o gct a passport of 
would arouse thc least susp. . ~ pre erably a Swede: a Swede 
obtained through the 5,., d. llCJ011. passport of a Swedc could be 

1 
.e 1s 1 comradcs b t k ang~age was a problem. Perha s a d ' u poor nowledge of thc 

talk m your sleep. ' 1 t . , ~ k umb ~wede? But supposc )'Oll 

Y 
won t ~vor you h ,_1._ · 

ou might see thc Ylensheviks in ' m1g t WlJI. m your sleep. 
muttcring, "What scu1n h your dre.ams and you would be 

, w at scum •" d th 
know you'rc not a Swedc , I l h d. "an en evcryone would 

Th , aug e . 
ere was a suggestion th t h . 

h 
· a t ey travel G 

exc angmg Russian pol1' t 'c l . v1a ermany b}' 

L 
· . 1 a enugrants for G . ' 

e.mn sc1zed on the idea. With the he e~man .w~r pnsoncrs. 
Fntz Platten, the secretarv of the lp of S':1ss soc1ahsts, notably 
permission to pass through' G Sw1ss Social-Democratic Party 

ermany wa b · d ' 
Under thc agrecmenl Platten h d sho tamc . . . . . a reac ed with G 

scntat1vcs, permission to pass th h Ge crman repre-, · , · roug rmany 
emigres irrcspective of partv affil ' t. was granted to all 

K 
, ia ion or att't d . 

rupskaya rccalls. "\¡\Then . 
1 

u e towards the war. 

11 
· we rece1ved th ¡ tt f 

a the arrang·ements had b l e e . cr rom Bernc that een comp eted d 
way to Russia, llyich sa1·d . 'I et' l anh we could start on our 

1 
· · , s cate 1 t e fi t · , 

on y two hours to pack and I hesitated W irs. lram. Wc had 
hold ; rcturn the books lo the lib , . . ~ had to wmd up our 'house
and l'll fo llow tomorrow, ' N r~r?ll pay up our rcnt , etc. 'You go 

. " o, we go together.' Thc 'houschoiei• 
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·ound Uf) th e books pac.ked, letlers destroyed, sorne clothes 
was " ' . -

1 
other essennals packcd and wc wok the hrst train out."* 

ª11~,enin and Kr~pskaya lc~t ~wi,tzerland on Marc~ 27 (April 9) 

t
her with tlurty othcr emigres, among thcm nmeteen Bolc;he-

1oge 
\'ik~hortly bcfore rus departure from Switzcrland Lenin had pre-

ared a Ieafiet entitled " To Our Comrades in War-Prisoner 
bamps'', in which he told the two million R ussian war prisoners in 
GcrrnanY and Austria of the revolution and of the tasks in the com
¡0u struggle for socialism in Russia. Furthermore, he wrote a " Fare
w;ll Letter to the Swiss Workers". On yfarch 26 (April 8), it was 
discussed and approved at a meeting of Bolsheviks departing for 
Russia. In it, they conveycd thcir dccp gratitude to the revolution
ary workers of Switzerland, with whom they had worked as fellow 
socialists, and comprehensively explained thc historie tasks confront-

ing the Russian proletariat. 
At Gottmadingcn, thc Gcrman frontier station, the Russians were 

put in a separatc carriagc, thrce doors of which wcre sealed and thc 
fourth, back door, Jeft open. Two German officers were installed in 
the Jast compartment as representatives of the Gcrman Command 
and a chalk line was drawn across thc corridor to indicatc the 
boundary between the R ussian rcvolutionaries and thc German 
officers. Only Fritz Plattcn, who accompanied the group, was 
allowed to cross the line v.:ithout pennission of thc Russian 

passcngers. 
ln Stuttgart the party was mct by Jansson,. a member of the 

General Commission of the German Trade Unions. He had come 
on thc instructions of th<· opportunist tra<le union leadership to try 
to enter into conversation with the Russian political leaders. H e 
was vigorously rebuffed by Platten, who actcd on Lenin's instruc-

tions. 
The German press had strict ordcrs not to publish any reports 

about the R ussian émigrés until they had left German soil. Thc 
authorities feared that such reports might lead to demonstrations of 

sympathy. 
On March 30 (April 12), thc train rcachcd Zashnitz on the Bal-

tic seaboard. Ali the passengers werc put on a Swedish cargo vessel 
that took them through thc mine fields to the Swedish port of Trel
leborg, where thcy werc mct by the Polish Social-Democrat 

* Reminiscences of Vladimir Jlyich /,eni11 in 5 volumes, Vol. l, Moscow, 1979, pp. 

446-47 (Russ. ed.). 
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Hanecki and thc Swedish journalist Ot ' .. 
travellcd by train to Stockhol to Gumlund and t}1 

I S m. en 
n tockholm Lenin and his 

come by the Bolsheviks living th~~em::1~ w~re live~ a warm Wel. 
Democrats. Lcnin decidcd to s d ly t e wedish Left Social 
D . h. pen on v one d . S • 

unng 1S short stay in the Swed· h , . ay lil tockholrn 
Abroad of the R S D L p C 1S capital he set up a Bur" . 
f S . . · · · · · entra! Cornm·tt ,au 

o wed1Sh mtemationalíst Social-D i ee, attended a ffi<'<'ting 
ho~_our of che R ussian comrades. He cem~crats _and a banquct in 
Strom, speaking of the comin . ?mersed m German with Fr 
prospccts of che world rcvolut?o soc1alist revolution in Russia, lb~ 

1 nary movement bo · 
racy, thc dictatorshíp of the 1 . ' urgeo1s democ-
p roblcms pro etanat and other impo · rtant 

On March 3 1 (April13), warm1' tha k' O' • 

for the hospita}in.r and atte . ) n mi:. the Swed1sh comradcs 

S k 
., nt10n accorded t th 

.toe holm and two da)'S late . . .. 1 o em, thc group left 
t 

. . r arrl\·ec at Thorneo tl L" . 
ier stat1on. fheir sudden a e , ' le l · 111111sh fron-

revo!ution (Finland was thpp arancc on t~c very threshold of lhr 

\11
. 'l ' en part of Russr' h' hl 

f ies. he Brit ish oflicers statio 'd h et) .1g y annoyed the 
gave vent to their spite - thev t nkc Iat ~ e. Swed1sh-Finnish frontirr 

S 1 
. d 1 . . ' oo .,enm m to a s , u )jtcte um to a h ·i ·. . cparate room and 

" I . um1 tatmg search 
, Iy1ch rernained calm th~o 1 . 
fskhakaya wrote later "\·\' ! . h ug lO~t the procedure," Mikha 

d
. · · len e not1ced th t th 
isappomted at not having e d . a e gendarmes were 
bl

. d 10un anvthm , · · o ige to sel us free Ily· h b , g susp1c1ous and were 
'd ' ' te urst out lauO'h' H h 

sa1' : Our ordeals are over' l\1ikha vV o mg. e ugged me and 
we 11 s~1ow them,' hcre he shook his. fo e ,are on our own soil and 
ters of the future.',, st, that we are worthy mas-

L . d' enm id an immensc amount of k . 
War. In thcse difficulc days ·h wor dunng the first World 
betraya! of socialism had 1 ' ~,. en the Second lnternational's 
deep crisis, it was Lcnin pw~:g~d ~he world l~bour movement into 
dea!t crushing blows al soci 1 1 eld_ ~evolut1onary Marxism and 
Lcnin _who laid the foundati:n-sc f~~v;~1sm and ~entrism. It wa~ 
and ra1sed aloft the banncr of 1 : ne_w, Third Intcrnational 
appeared before the world as t:ro etan~n mternationalism. Lcnin 
the international proletariat. e recogmsed teacher and leader of 

Chapter Nine 

INSPIRER AND LEADER 
OF THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION 

FroD'l now on, a oew phase in the bistory of Rus
sia begins, and this, the third Russian revolutioo, 
should in the end lead to the victory of socialism. 

Len in 

In the small hours of April 3 ( 16), 191 7, a train carrying Len in 
and a group of political emigrants crossed thc Finnish frontier from 
Swedcn. As soon as he was in Finland Lcnin literally pounced on 
the Petrograd newspapers, which had been almost unobtainablc in 
Swit:?.erland. When the frontier inspection and formalities had been 
completed, the train proceedcd on to Petrograd. 

The April Theses 

Thc news that Lenin would arrive in the capital that evening 
had reached Petrograd earlier in the day, and though it was the 
Easter holiday and there were no newspapcrs and .the factories were 
closed , the good news spread to all parts of thc city and to every 
ship and regiment. Workers, soldiers and sailors started preparing 

for the meeting. 
That níght a guard of honour composcd of soldiers and sailors 

formed up on the dimly lighted platform of the Finland Railway 
Station in Petrograd. Everyone waitcd excitedly. As Lenin stepped 
out of the train, the Kronstadt sailors presented arms and a mili
tary band played the Marseillaise. The workers of Petrograd showed 
their delight at his homecoming. Amid hurrahs and handclapping 
l. Chugurin, whom Lenin had known at thc Longjumeau Party 
school, handed Lenin Party Card No. 600 of thc Vyborg District 
Bolshevik organisation . so Len in cm braced h im warmly, grected 
the soldiers and sailors and then went out into the 

square. 
Thc square and the streets adjoining thc station were thronged 

with thousands of Petrograd workcrs and soldiers. Countless ban
ners waved in the glarc of searchlights. Many of them bore the 
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words: "Welcome to Lenin." The band struck up thc fnternat · 1 
Am .d d ¡· h . . lOna e 

1 a seca y roar o e eermg, workers and soldicrs liftcd J · · 
d 

. · · · .en1n 
o.n to an armou~e car. Sta.ndmg on the car, he grccted the rcvolu. 
uonary proletanat of Russ1a and the army rank-and-file who h 

. d h . . . . ad 
carne out t e v1ctonous revolut1on agamst tsarism The prolct · f h . . . anat 
o t e whole world, sa1.d Lenm, was watching with hope thC' bold 
steps taken by th~ Russ1an workers. He ended his first speech to thc 
workers and sold1ers of Pctrograd v·lÍth a stirring call: " Long r , 
h . ¡· ¡ · , l\C 

t e socia 1st revo ut1on !" 
Pe~ple throngc~ round the armoured car as it bore Lcnin to th(• 

prem1ses of t~c Central Committee of the Bolshevik Party. Herc 
ª?othcr meetmg took place attendcd by Petrograd workcrs and sol
d1crs, who w~lcomed .thcir lcader with great cnthusiasm. L<'nin 
spoke severa! t~mes durmg thc meeting and was listened to by thou
sands of workmg men and women, soldiers and sailors. 

April 4 was L~nin's first working day in revolutionary Petrograd. 
It was a very lull day. In the morning he had a meeting with 
lcadcrs of the Bolshcvik Pan y at V. Bonch-Bniyevich's flat. ( n 
the ~ftcrnoon he spoke. twicc at the Taurida Palace. The samc day 
f ,enm attcndcd a meetmg of the Executivc Gommittee of the Petro
g:ad Soviet or ~i\Torkcrs' and Soldiers' Deputies, at which the ques
t1011 of the ermgrants' return to Russia was discussecl. Lenin dc
scrihcd the circumstances of lheir journey back to Russia Lhrough 
~ermany and proposed that thc journey be approved by Lhe mcrt
mg, and th~t steps be takcn accordingly to get a corrcsponding 
num~er of 1~t~rncd Germans set free, particularly the prominent 
Austnan soc1ahst Ott~ Bauer. Lenin's proposals werc not accepted. 

. That samc day .Lenm managed to visit Volkovo Cemetery, where 
his mothcr and s1stcr Oiga were buricd. 

Leni~'s rcturn from abroad was of trcmendous irnportance to thc 
Bolshev1k Party and ~he people of Russia. It was vitally importan t 
n~t only to thc Russ1an but also to the world revolutionary lil;cr
at1on movement as a whole. The February revolution had rad1-
cally altered the situation in Russia. The task to which the Partv 
had given priori ty from the outset- the overthrow of the tsari;t 
auto~racy - had been carricd out. Now the Bolshevik Party and thc 
workmg d~ss :-vere confrontcd ·with a new h istorical, truly grcat in 
~cope and .s1gn1ficance task - the struggle for the victory of tbc social
ist n:volution. As soon as he arrivcd in Petrograd Lcnin took direct 
control over the Central Committee and Pravda. 

Since ~he Fcbruary revolution the Bolshevik Party , having 
emerged frorn undcrground, had been mustering its forces, working 
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. tics and extending its activitics in a highly complex situa-
out icsTtacl ad the struggle of the working class and the rcst of the 
· n ° e ' · B lsl ik Uo · . people under the new conditions elfcct1vcly, the o 1cv s 

Working ke a correct Marxist appraisal of the Fcbruary revolu-
h d co ma . . ª l ci·date its class character take mto account the changes m 
·on, e u ' · f h u b 1 nce of class forces and define thc specific features o t e new 

the ª ª . . 
historical s1tuanon. 

The Bolshevík Party was the only . p~rty that had not haulcd 
·ts socialíst colours It was explammg to the masscs the class 

down 1 • . 
naturc of the. Pr?visio?a! Gov~rnment as a b~~rgeo1s go~ernment 

d 
exposing 1ts impenahst pchcy and the conc1hatory tactics of .the 

an f · 1 l · petty-bourgcois parties. From the very first .days o 1ts ega ex1st-
ence the Bolshevik Party began to organ1se and strengthen 1ts 
ranks, to extend political work among ~he masses. . 

The main propositions on thc revolu~wn~ry strace~y and . tact1cs 
of thc proletariat, its tasks in the new h1stoncal cond!ti~ns after t~e 
overthrow of au tocracy, hacl bcen formulated by Lcmn m March m 
his Letters from Ajar. Howcver, not all the mcmbcrs of the C.entral 
Committee sharcd Lcnin's views of the prospcclS for rcvolution at 
that t ime. Sorne did not agree that the bourgeois-dcmocratic revo
lution in Russia was complcted and that therc must be a strugglc 
for che transition to a socialist revolution. Beforc Lenin's return to 
Russia thc Letters from Afar had not beco generally known in tl~c 
Party. Only the first one had been published, in abridged form, m 
Pravda. The lcading l:'arty bodics in Russia felt the need for new, 
additional explanations by Len in of fundamental qucstions concern
ing the ncw and remarkably bold political roursc of the Party 
elaborated by him. The l:'arty officials wcre in nccd of personal 

contact with Lenin. 
On the morning of April 4, Lenin delivercd a rcport "The Tasks 

of the Proletariat in the Present Revolution" at a meeting in the 
Taurida Palace of the Bolshevik delegates to thc All-Russia Confer
ence of Soviets of Workers' and Soldiers' Dcputics. Thesc were 
Lenin's April Theses, which armed the Party wi~h a scien~ificalry
based plan of struggle jor the transition from the bourgeoi~-~emocratic. to the 
socialist revolution. Lenin rcpeated his report at a .iomt meeting of 
Bolsheviks and :Ylensheviks, who had taken part in the abovc-men-
tioned Conferencc of Soviets. 

Lcnin's Theses defined, first and forcmost, the attitude to be 
adoptcd by the Party to the war, the most vital of ali the issucs fa~
ing the peoples of Russia and the whole world. The war that Rus~1a 
was waging, even under the Provisional Governmcnt, wrote Lcmn, 
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. l 

con~inued to be a. predatory, i~perialist war because of the bour. 
geo1s charactcr, aims and pohcy of that government. Oepend 
financially and diplomatically on the more powerful British ei~ 
French imperialists, the capitalist class could not wage any 0~0 
kind of war but an imperialist one. It was therefore impossible er 
end the war unless the power of capital was overthrown, un!~~ 
state power passed to the proletariat and the poorest strata of th 
peasantry which supported it. Only such a government could giv~ 
the people pe~c:;e , bread and freedom and set the c:;ountry on the 
path to socialism. Hence the Bolshevik slogans: "No support for 
not the slightest confidence in the Provisional Government !" and 
"All power to the Soviets!" 

In the April Theses Lenin proclaimed the goal as victory of 
a socialist rcvolution: "The specific feature of the present situation 
in Russia," ~.e wrote, "is that the country is passing from the lirst 
stage of the rcvolution-which, owing to the insufficient class-consci
ousness and organisation of the proletariat, placed power in the 
hands of the bourgeoisie - to its second stage, which must place 
power in the hands of the proletariat and the poorest sections of the 
peasants." * This proposition is the basic and central theme that 
runs all through Lenin's Theses. 

As far back as 1905, Lenin had rcgarded the Soviets not merely 
as instruments of arrned uprising but also as the embryo of a new, 
revolutionary forrn of government. Mindful of the experience of the 
Paris Communc and the Russian revolutions of 1905 and February 
1917, Len in saw in the Republic of the Soviets the political form of 
the dictatorship of the proletariat and placed before the Party and 
the working class the task of establishing such a republic in Russia. 

Marx had spoken of a new form of state power "of the type of 
the Paris Commune". Marx and Engels said that the working class 
could not simply take over the old state machine ready-made and 
rule by means of it; it must replace that machine with a new one 
and convert its political supremacy-the dictatorship of the prole
tariat - into an instrument for the socialist reconstruction of society. 
The parliamentary republic, they said, constitutes progress as com
pare? with absolutis~, but. does not abolish the domination of capi
tal; it merely makes 1t eas1er for the working class to fight for the 
establishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat. 

Kautsky and other opportunists of the Second International dis
torted the teachings of Marx and Engels on the state, ignored their 

• V. l. Lcnin, Colltcted Works, Vol. 24, p. 22. 
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h t 
·t was necessary to create a new, higher typc of democrat-

'deas ta 1 l · d. d 1 state of the dictatorship of the pro etanat, an mstea 
· state, ª h ¡· ic d the bourgeois political form of dcmocracy, t e par 1a-
dvocate " h .. ª republic as the best form of state 1or t e trans1t1on to 

rnentary ' · · d h l'" h d . ¡¡ Exposing these opportumsts, Lenm showe t at ue a 50c1a sm. . " . . od ed a new "higher type of democrauc state , m companson 
p~ h ~~e parliamentary democratic republic, and that a republic of 
~it · ts would represent the dictatorship of the proletariat. 
::;ov1e . . h d. th t 

This was a great discovery m Marx1st t ~ory, a ~covery a 
to be of the greatest importance in ensurmg the v1ctory of the 

was . . S . d 
socialist revolution in October 1917, m sett~g up .ov1et power. ~n 
building socialism in the U.S.S.R., a~d m ev~lvmg the poht1_cal 
forms of the dictatorship of the workmg ~lass m other countnes. 

The April Theses formulated the econom1c platform of th~ prole
tarian Party. In the economic sphere Lenin stood. for ~arrymg out 
at once the revolutionary measures that the s1tuat10~ actu~lly 
demanded, that were absolutely cssential to combat the impendmg 
economic catastrophe and famine, and that would b~: cor:np~ehen
siblc to and ""-ithin the rcach of the masses: first, nauonahsation of 
all the land in thc country along with confiscation of the l~nded 
esca tes and placing of the land at the disposal _of the local. Soviets of 
Agricultura} Labourers' and Peasa~ ts' Deput1e:; conversion of the 
large estates that were confiscated mto modcl farms. under the con
trol of the Soviets of Agricultura! Labourers' Depunes; second, the 
immediate amalgamation of all the banks in the country into one 
nacional bank, to be placed under th: control of the S?viets of 
Workers' Deputies; and third, the settmg up of workers control 
over the production and distribution of products. 

These measures if executed in a revolutionary way, Lenin 
pointed out, would be an important step toward~ socialism. A few 
days latcr he raised with the Party and thc work~ng .class th~ que,~
tion of "the nationalisation of the banks and cap1tahst synd1cates , 
in order to undermine thc economic strength of monopoly 

a~tal. , . . 
In his Theses Lenin formulated thc Party s tact1cs m the ~truggle 

for a socialist revolution with the utmost clarity. Thcse :act1cs ~ere 
.based on a Marxist analysis of the complex and ~ontrad1ctory .s1tua
tion. The specific feature of thc February revolut1on was .that m _the 
course of its development a dual power had come mt? bemg. 
Alongside the bourgeois Provisional Go~ern~cnt ~here ex1sted the 

S · ts of Workers' and Soldiers' Deputies, m wh1ch the Menshe-
~~ . . 

viks and the Socialist-Revolutionaries had a maJonty. 
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The great mass of the people, who were taking part in political 
life for the first time and had no experience of politics, were t('m. 
porarily disoricntated and could not immediately distinguish friend 
from foe. In this situation, Lenin said, the majority of the working 
class, the majority of the working people, must be won over to our 
side. The anti-popular, imperialist nature of the Provisional Gov
ernment must be exposed ; this government must be deprived of the 
confidence and support of che workers a.nd soldiers. 

By this profound analysis of the historical situation obtaining at 
the time, Lenin proved tite possibility ef a peacefid transfer of power to the 
proletariat. He armed Marxists with yct another convincing argu
ment against thc false allegations of the enemies of the prolctariat, 
who claim that the Communists have always, under ali circum
stances, favoured thc forcible seizure of power by the working class. 
At thc samc time he urged Bolsheviks to prepare for othcr forms of 
strugglc also and called on them to arm the working class, the 
peo ple. 

Concerning matters within the Party, Lenin called for thc imme
diatc convocation ora Party Congress and amendment of the Party 
Programme. In his opinion the new programme should givc an 
assessment of impcrialism and imperialist wars, expound the teach
ing of Y!arxism cm the state, and advance the task of setting up 
a Soviet rcpublic. 

Lenin proposed that thc Party's name be changed from Social
Democratic to Communist Party, as Marx and Engels had called 
the proletarian party they had founded, since the official Social
Democratic leaders in almost all countrics had betrayed socialism. 
This name was scientifically correct hecause the ultimate aim of the 
party of the proletariat was to build a communist society. " lt is 
time to cast off the soiled shirt and to put on clcan linen," wrote 
Lenin.* 

In the spherc of thc international working-class movement, Lenin 
proposed as a practica! task the creation of a third, Communist 
International. 

Lenin's April Theses provided an ideological basis for the unity 
of the Bolshevik Party organisations. They roused trcmendous 
enthusiasm in thc ranks of the Party and the working class and in
spired the workers to fight for the establishment of the dictatorship 
of the proletariat. 

• V. l. Len in, Collecterl Wor.ks, Vol. 24, p. 88. 
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bl. hed in Pravda on April 7. Thc open 
Lcnin's theses hwer~ Íiu -~~ lasted nearlv thrce wceks and Lenin's 

Pare\' discussion t at o ow l ading P~rty workers and Party 
. ·. quicklv won ovcr e 

p051uon · 

organisaliof:1i5"Theses incensed the cnemies of the revolucionary pro-
·n1c Apn d mpaign was launched against the Bolshe-

Jecariat. A slan er?us ca_ , d lics of the lowcst kind were put 
P ·ocatorv mvenllons an Th f; h t 

dks. rov . . primarily against Lenin. e act t a 
bv the bourge01s press, . h h G many 

about . Bol h ,-k had come to Russ1a t roug er 
Lenin and othe:est t~:t"~h: new arrivals might be helping the Ger
was used to. s~gº Th fl' t of this agitation was that sorne people . penahsts e e ec . L . 
rnan im h ·n .in the strects for physical violence ~gamst emn. 
started s outt g d he A ril Thescs to be anarch1sm and Bl_ar:~ 

Plekhanov d_eclare t 1' . p . . ed he doesn' t know R uss1a, 
• 1 "L n has on v JUSt arnv , , 

quism.·' em ' · . M · " ith his 1heses, 
d D Lenin is "destroying ' arx1sm :" . l , 

bawle an. . . kin r Jla' with a quotat1on from Enge s s 
announced Tscret~l1, .ma g l ·l _) h stated that a class that seized 
The Peasant War in Germany, "~ uc 

power prematurcly wo~ld pJn%~·arxists Lenin told thcm, could go 
Ignorant pcople or rcnega ~ . B eo le who wishcd to 

on about anarch1sm, Blanqu~sm , etc. u~ p S1at Blanc uism was 
think and learn could not fail t'.> u~d:rsta~d Lenin supJorted the 
h . of powcr bv thc mmonty' an . d 

t e se1zure . S .· which were obviously Lhe dJrect an 
Lransfer of power to thc ov1ets . . [ the pcoplc This was the 
immediate organisation of the maJonty o . 

first point. . . al f the need for the state and 
Secondlv, Blanqmsm was a dem_ . o h 1 f the bow·-

. . h . of the trans1uon from t e ru e o .. 
state power m t e age l riat " vVhcreas 1, with a precJSmn 
geoisic to the rule. of t~~-f~~ ~~ misintcrprctation, advocate the need 
that preclu~es a~)' po~1 J i h in accordance with Marx and 
for a state m this pe~1od, althoug i advocate not the usual parlia
the lessons of the. Pans Commun:~e without a standing army' without 
mcntary bourgeo1s state, but a st . fi' . , ldom placed above 

d t the people without an o 1cia 
a police oppose o 'h M ist has absolutely failed to 
the peoplc .... }.fr. Plekhanov ' t e ex- arx ' ,, * 
understand the Marxist doctrine oí~Bth~ hs~~~:~ opened on April 14. 

Th P d Citv Conference o os · h 
e etrogra . Conlercncc and summed up t e 

Lenin delivered a repo~t to. thc d the attitude to be adopted to-
dcbate on the ~~rrent situa~10n e~7 Thc Conferencc passed the reso
wards the ProvlSlonal Govcrnrn · p · · , ¡ Govcrnment, moved 

. d rds the rov1s1ona lution on the attitu e towa · 

* V. L Lenin. Col/ecled w·orks, Vol. 21, p. 49. 
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by Lenin. 1t called on the Bolsheviks of Petrograd to take e . . d . . nergctic 
act1on an to prepare for a sociahst revolution in Russi·a L · . · . enin' 
tacucs ~ere thus approved by the Petrograd Pany organisation 1 s 
largest m the counrry. • t 1e 

O.n April ~~· the Petrograd City Conference was mtcrrupted b 
a. m1ghty pol.1t1cal de_monscrati.on of. th~ Petrograd workers and sol} 
d1ers protestmg agamst ~he 1mpenahst policy of the Provisiona 
Gover~ment. De~onstrat1ons were also held in other cities. 

Durmg the Apnl demonstratíon a small group of members of th 
~etrog~ad Bolshevik organisation advanced a slogan calling for th~ 
1mmechate overthrow .ºr che Provisional Government. ThÍs sloga 
ran co~nter to the Party's line on the peaceful development of th~ 
revolut1on, on the g:adual wi~ning of a majority in the Soviets. 
Th~ ?entra) CommHtee cxplamed that it was esscntial that the 
ma_iont~ of the pcople b~ firml~ _rallied round the rcvolutionary 
proletan~~· that unkss th1s concht1on were observed an attack on 
the ~~ov1s1onal Governmcnt ~vould be shecr recklessness. "The pro
leta~ian party ~ou~d be makmg a dangcrous mistakc if it based its 
tact~cs on subjecc1ve desires where organisation is required " * 
Lenm warned. ' 

The Party Approves Lenin's Political Line 

T~e Pctrograd Conferencc was soon to be followed by thc Al1-
Russ1a Party Co?ference. Lenín prepared enthusiastically and with 
great_ care f~r chis conf:rcnce, the frrst legal Party conference to be 
held m Russ1~. ?n Apnl 10, he wrote an important work Tltt Tasks 
of the Proletaria! in Our Revolution, which he regarded as a draft plac
form _fo~ the prol~taria~ party. On April 23 Lcnin conducted 
a prel1mmary mcetmg of lhe delcgates who had arrived for the con
ference. At thc request of those present Lenin gavc an analysis of 
the dcvelopment of the Russian revolution. 

All c~e work of the Scventh All-Russia Conference, which opencd 
on Apnl 24, proceeded undcr Lenin's direct leadership. He deliv
cred rcports on thc current situation, on che agrarian question 
and ?º. the revision o~ ~he P_arty Programme, cxplaining and sub~ 
sta~t1atmg .the propos1t10ns tormulated in thc April Theses. "The 
bas1c quest1on of cvery revolution," he explained "is that of state 

"** Th l · · ' powcr. . e oourgeo1s-democrattc revolution in Russia had 

* V. l. Lcnin, C11//ecttd Works. Vol. 24. p. 23i 
.. !bid. , p. 38. . ' . 
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·dcd this question. But since powcr had, in fact, passcd to the 
de<:• oisie and to the landowners who had bccome bourgeois, the 
bOurge ' · · l b d f1 b ary revolut1on had not g1ven the peop e rea , peace or ree-
fe ru To withdraw from the impcrialist war, to win real frcedom, 
dodm. ccure bread and land, it was necessary to transfer ali power to 
:::e ~·orkers and the poorest strata of the peasantry, united in the 

Soviets. 
In his speeches at the confercnce Lenin gave a profound explana-

·on of the world-historic significance of the Soviets and showed 
t~at in che conditions then obtaining, the slogan "All Power to the 
~vÍets!" was the Party's principal slogan, whose aim was to put an 
nd to the power of the bourgcoisie and establish working-class 

~ictatorship . The conference approved Lcnin's policy of peaceful 
development of the revolution. 

In bis report on the currcnt situation Lenin outlined a concrete 
programme of gradual steps towards socialism. This program~e 
proceedcd from the existcnce in Russia of the necessary econom1c 
prerequisites for a socialist rcvolution, which had been created by 
the dcvelopment of capitalism, and at the same time it took 
account of the fa.et that many vestigcs of pre-capitalist modes of 
production and relics of serfdom had survived. It was this that 
dctermined the complexity and difficulty of the transition to social
ism. We must now raise the question of socialism in a different way 
from that in which it was raised before, Lenin said. Wc must 
transfer it to the sphere of praclice; instead of general propositions 
on thc transition to socialism we must speak of "concrete steps and 
measures. Sorne of them are ripc, and sorne are not''. * 

Lenin denounced the bourgeois slander that the Bolshevik Party 
intended to "introduce socialism" by dccrce, without taking 
account of the objective economic conditions and the will of the 
majority of the population. He considered the growth of the activ~ty 
and organisation, the utmost use of the initiative and diverse crcat1v
ity of the masses as the main condition for the victory o~ the revo
lution and the taking of steps to socialism after che establishment of 
the power of the Soviets. 

The conference unanimously approved Len in 's policy of develop-
ing the bourgeois-democratic revolut!on into. a socialist revoluti~n. 

In his report on the agrarian question Lenm proved the ~ecess1t¡ 
of nationalising all the land, as demanded by the Bolshev1ks. Th1s 
measure, he said, would free peasant landownership of its semi-feudal 

* V. l. Lenin, Collecltd Works, Vol. 24, p. 241. 

245 



fctters, and abolish the landed estates wbich were lhc mat · . ' rr1a1 
mamslay of the power of thc feudal landowners. Moreover sin. . 

b l
. . f . . ' C(' It 

mcanl .ª o 1t10? o pnvate ownersh1p of l~nd, land nationalisation 
would m practice ?eal. a heavy blow at pnvate ownership of ali thc 
means of producuon m general. 
Th~ confer:nce approved ali Lenin's proposals on the agrarian 

qucst1on and as decis1ons played an enormous part in rallying th 
pcasantry round the working class. e 

The co~fcrcnce hcard a repon, delivered by Stalin, and passed 
a resolut1on, moved by Lenin, on the national question. Both 
d.emanded the right of nat.ions to self-determination, including thC' 
n~ht. to secedc and form mdependent statcs. Only recognition of 
th1s nght woul? ensure complete solidarity of the workcrs, solidarity 
of ali the workmg pcople of the various nations, thc rcsolution said. 
At the same time it stressed tha t the guestion of the right of nations 
to free scccssion must not be confused with the q uestion of thc advis
ability of: a given nation scccding . " T he party of thc proletariat 
must decide lhe latter q uestion q uite independcntly in cach particu
lar case, having .regard to. the interests of social development as 
a whole and the mterests ol the class strucrgle of the proletari(lt for 
socialism." * "" 

Lenin paid particular attention to the rcports from thc local 
Party org~nisalions: especially those which dealt with thc activity 
o[ the Soviets. " Tlus may be," he said, "the mosl imporlanl mate
rial the conferencc has providcd, it is material that cnablcs us to tt'Sl 
our slogans against thc a~tu~l _coursc of evcnts. Thc p icturc it give.~ 
prompls us lo draw opt1m1stlc condusions.'' ** In a number of 
rcgions and towns the local Soviets had moved further ahead in 
carrying out rcvolutionary measures than lhe Soviels of Moscow 
and. Petrograd. This _confirmed that Lenin was right in his policy of 
callmg for preparallon on an all-Russia scale of forces for thc 
sccond stage of the revolution. 
. Thc confcrcn~e passed a rcsolution on rallying thc intcrnational-
1sts. Thc rC'soluuon admitted the need to bring togethcr and unitc 
g.roups and trcnds that rcally stood for internationalism on condi
tio~ t?at lhey broke with the policy of petty-bourgcois bctrayal of 
soc1ahsm. 

• V. l. Lt'nin, Cnlleded Work.1, Vol. 24, pp. 302-03. 
. ~" Seventh ( April) Ali-Ru.rsia Co'!fere11ce of the R.S.D.L.P ( Uolslte1Jiks). Petrograd City 

Gorifere11ce oj tlu R.S.l>.L.P. (Rolsfur,iks). Ap1il 1917. Minutes, Moscow 1958 
p. 145 ( Russ. ed.). ' ' 
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h basis of Lenin's report the conference passed a resolution 
On t. e ·

51
·
0

n of the Party Programme and indicated on what Jines 
the J CVl C . 

00 be carried out. lt also instructcd the Central ommtttee 
' t was to . . . 1 1 k the initiative in forrmng a Thlíd lnternauona . 
to ~~ee All-Russia (April) Confcrence of Bolsheviks was of tremen

. portance in the work of the Party and the devclopment of 
dous 1m . . r 

C
iaüst revolution in Russia. In 1mportance, th1s comerence 

~w . e . 
eq

ual to a Partv Congress. It elected a Central omm1ttee 
was • 
headed by Lenin. . 

On M ay 8, Lenin delivered a long report summmg up the results 
of the April Co~erence ~t a general .meeti~g of the Petrograd Bol
shevik organisauon. Lemn warned h1s aud1ence that a~ awareness 
f the need for a new, socialist revolution must be acqmred by the 

;eople through itS own exi:>eri~nce. Whcn the majority of the peo~ 
le did not want-because it d1d nol yet understand-to take powe1 

fnto its hands, the rninority, no mattcr how revolutionary and in tel
ligcnt it might be, could no~ impose its will on .the majority of t~e 
people. H ence also the act1ons of the ~olsheviks. Each B~lshevtk 
must turn himself in to everything: an ag1tator, a propagandtst, and 
an organiser of the Party. Lenin particularly emph~is<..:1 the n~ed 
to "be as finn as a rock in maintaining thc proletanan hne agamst 
pctty-bourgcois ·waverings" and to prepare for "a revolution 1 ,000 
times rrwre powerful than the February one". * 

In Revolutionary Petrograd 

T he FiJ:st All-Russia Congress of Soviets met at the beginning of 
Junc. Out of a total of 1,090, thc Bolsheviks had only 105 delegates 
at the Congress. The bulk of thc delegates belonged to the ~ensh~
vik-Socialist-Revolutionary bloc and the groups supportmg it. 

The report on the question "The Provisional Governi:ien~ and 
R evolutionary Democracy" was dclivered by the Menshev1k L1eber. 
He was followed bv Tsereteli Minister of Post and Telegraph Ser
vices in the coalition gover~ment and leader of the Menshevik.s. 
T sereteli made a long speech rejecting thc Bolsheviks: propo.sal to 
set up a Soviet government. Supporting Licber'~ thes1~ that it was 
necessarv to consolidatc the bloc of all democrat1c parties and fo rm 
a coaliti~n crovernment, he stated: "At thc prescnt moment there is 
not a singleº political party in Russia that is P.reparcd to say: 'Ha~?, 
over the power to us, get out, and we w1ll takc your place. 

• V. l. Lenin, Collecttd Works, Vol. 36, P· 450. 
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Whereupon a firin and resolute · c. vo1ce rang out irom thc midd!e 
of the silent hall: 

"There is su ch a party ! " 
The voice was that of Lenin, the leader of the Bolshevik Pan 

People who were present relate that his words carne tike a thu d y. 
bolt, and caused a great stir in the hall and confusion on the n t· 
fo_rm. The h~ll hummed with voices. Tsereteli, the smooth flo~v ~~ 
h1s oratory i_nterrupted by Lenín's unexpected retort, hurriedl 
rounded off hIS speech. Lenin went to the rostrum. He made a _¡; y 
ful speech on thc a~títude to be adopted towards the Provis~~~~i 
Government. Referrmg to Tsereteli's assertion that there was 
a sin l · R · h not . g e par~y m uss1a t at would consent to assume full power 
Lenm cxcla1med once again, from the rostrum: " I rcply · 'Y ' 
the e · ' N c. · es, : is. o party can reiuse this, and our Party certainly doesn't 
It ,_is re~dy to _take over full power at any momcnt." * · 

fhe ~mp_ress 1on made by Lenín's speech was so powerful that 
when _h1s time was up, nearly the whole Congress demanded an 
extens1on. I~ the sccond part of his specch Lenin warned the Con
gres~ of Soviets ~hat. it was_ a qu:stion of advancing or retreating. 
Dunng a revolution Jt wa~ 1mposs1ble to mark time; power must be 
transfe1Ted to the revolutionary proletariat, supported by the poor
est strata of the peasantry. 
Leni~'s second sp~cch to the Congress, which he made on Junc 9, 

d~alt w1t~ the quesuon of the war. He said that bccause of the for
e1gn pol~cy supported by the Socialist-Revolutionaries and thc 
Mensheviks, the _revolutionary workers and the toíling peasantrv 
had been placed m an unbelievably muddled situation. As working 
cl'.155es thcy h~d no interest in plans of conquest, but because of the 
lnckery pract1sed by the bourgeoisie, the Socialist-Revolutionarics 
and the ~ensheviks , many had taken up a defencist standpoint. The 
mas~es d1~ ~ot ye~ understand that the war was a continuation of 
the 1mpenal1St pohcy of the bourgeoisie of various countríes. With
draw~l _from the _war could only be achieved by the victory of 
a soc1ahst revolutton. 

The Congress del_cgates, particularly the soldiers, listened eagerly 
to every word Lenm had to say about war and peace. Many of 
t~e~ gradually began to shake off the prejudices against the Bolshc
vik_ Ime ~hat had been ~rummed into their heads by the slandcrous 
ar~1cles 1:° thc bourgeois and petty-bourgeois newspapers. 

fhe F1rst Congress of Soviets showed up the open retreat of the 

• V. l. Lcnin, Collected Works, Vol. 25, p. 20. 
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·k d Socialist-Revolutionary leadcrs from the revolution. 
•• sheVt an · d h lY~en . · the Bolshevik proposals on war and peace, an t e 
BY reJecung . h r f h p fi f power to the Soviets, by approvmg t e po icy o t e ro-
tra~ erl ºGovernment the Socialist-Revolutionary and Menshevik 
· 1ona ' . . p · 

" 15 . • were wming the Soviets mto an appcndage of the rov1-
rnaJorHY 
·onal Goverrunent. . . . 51 •" while disturbances had begun in thc workmg-class d1stncts 

1vJ.ean . d. l . h . 
of Petrograd on account of inc_reasing ec?nom1c IS oca~1~n, t e ns-
. t of living discontenl w1th the pohcy of the ProvlSlonal Gov-
1ng cos ' . . . l 

ent and indignation over the act1v1t1es of the counter-revo u-
ernm , · ari·es who were becoming more and more arrogant. 
non ' · h d h h On June lB, half a million workers and sold1crs mar~ e t rous: 
the streets of Petrograd under Bolshevik slog~ns . Th1s . ~as a b1g 
advance for the Bolshevik Party towards creatmg a pohttcal army 

of the revolution. 
By the end of June the pressure of work was beginning to te~l _on 

Lenin's health. Overstrain and constant lack of slecp werc g1vmg 
him headaches and insomnia. He wcnt for a few days' rest to 
Boncb-Bruyevicb's country-house. But his holiday was interrupted 
by disturbances in Petrograd. 

News of the reckless offensive which Kerensky had launched on 
]une 18 and subsequent rumours reaching the _capital about t~e 
faílure of this offensíve, about frcsh livcs sacnficed al the w1ll 
of the ímperialists, touched off an explosion of indignatio_n. 

On July 3, masses of workers and soldiers carne out mto the 
streets of Petrograd demanding the transfcr of ali power to the 

Soviets. 
Thc situation was critical in the extreme. Armed action would 

have been premature at the time, for a revolutionary crisis had not 
yet matured and the army and the provinccs were not yet prepared 
to support the Petrograd workers. The bourgeoisie was making 
ready to crush the movemenl and drown it in the blood of the 

working people. 
Early in the morning of July 4 Lenin, who had not recovered 

his strength, arrived in Petrograd. . . 
At about midday a grandiose demonstration began, w1th. more 

than 500,000 workers from all districts in Petrograd and sold1ers of 
the Petrograd Garrison taking part. . . . . 

This demonstration terrified the bourgco1S1e and 1ts Menshev1k 
and Socialist-Revolutionary hangers-on, ~ well ~s _thc counter~revo
lutionary generals and the Anglo-French im~enah_sts. Accordmg_ to 
Lenin "it was not an ordinary demonstration; 1t was somcthmg 
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wnsiderably more than a demonstration, but less than a revoJu. 
tion".* 

Thc drmonstrators wcre fired upon and the streets of Petrogract 
ran with blood. On the night of July 4, a conference of mcmbcrs of 
the Central Committce and the Petrograd Committce, presidcd 
over by Lenin, passed a decision to stop the demonstration and 
called upon thc demonstrators to disperse peacefully to the fac. 
tories, barracks, and ships. The Bolshevik Party managed to with. 
draw its main forces out of range of the counter-revolution. 

In the days that followed, mass searches and confiscation of arms 
werc carried out among the workers. R cvolutionary regiments wcre 
disarmcd, arrests wcre made among thc soldiers. The British 
ambassador in Pctrograd Buchanan demanded that the Provisional 
Governmcnt should disarm ali Petrograd workers, reintroducc capi
tal punishmcnt at the front and deal sum marily with the participants 
in the July dcmonstration. An a ttack was immediately launched on 
thc Bolshevik Party, and on Lenin. On thc night of July 4, thc 
premiscs of Bolshevik organisations wcre raided . 

Early in thc rnorning of July 5, oflicer-cadets wrecked the 
Prauda editorial olficc. Lcnin, \Vho had called there just before they 
raided the place, nearly fell into their hands. The Trud prmtmg 
plant, which had bcen boúght with money contributcd to the Bol
shevik Pany by the workers, \.vas also raided. 

An unbridled campaign of slander was launched against Lenin. 
Alexinsky, an a,~ent prooocateur and slanderer of the worst kind, ha<l 
told thc Petrograd Journalists' Cortunittee on July 4 that he pos
scssed documentary cvidence confirming the charge that Lenin was 
a German spy. This statemcnt was so fantastic that Chkheidze, thc 
Chairman of thc Central Executive Committee of Soviets, on his 
own behalf and on behalf of Tsereteli, a member of the Provisional 
Government, tclephoned ali the big Petrograd newspapers asking 
them not to print Alexinsky's libe!. Only :(,hiuoye Slovo (Living 
Word), a tabloid catering for thc most backward sections of thc 
city's population, publishcd Alexinsky's slanderous allegation. The 
frantic attcmpts to smear Lenin grew even more violent, and incite
ment to murder Bolsheviks took an even more threatening form. 
Lists containing thc names of those who were to be killed were 
being circulated among the soldiers. 

The Central Committee of the Bolshevik Party issued a procla
mation to the population of Pctrograd, to ali honesl citizens com-

* V. I. Lcnin, Coll1cttd Works, Vol. 25, p. 171. 
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d . . . t Lenin and took steps to protect f ting tbe slan e1 agams ' 
PletelY re u d f the working class. . . G 
h crreat lea er o hºd from the Prov1s1onal overn-t e ,.,- h ugh forced to l e . 

But ~ow, t ho l d from the tsarist authoritics, Lenm went on 
t J USt as e la 

roen ' . p tv work · ºth 
with his ar.,. . J 1 6 Lenin went into consultat10n w1_ 

In the evemng on ~y ' tral Committee in the Vyborg DlS
rnembers of thehBo~shev~k º;; was suggcsted to him that he should 

. to discuss t e s1tuanon. tnct 
emain underground. . d warrants for the arrest 

r On July 7, Provision~l GovdcrP.men ~b1s~~cof other Bolsheviks. The 
. d º t ent of Lenm an a nu d d 

and m ic m d Menshevik newspapers deman e 
Consritutional-Democrat ~n C ta1·n Bolsheviks who <lid not 

. h Id appear m court. cr ' . ld 
that Lenm s ou . . l considcred that Lenm shou 
f llv understand the s1tuation, a so . . rt If he did 
u ' · · 1 "dº T that he ought to appcar m cou · 
not romam i.n 1~ mg, for the Party's prestige. 
not, t~ey sa1d , ~~;;go~~~t ~~ ~1:d monstrous slander ag~insl him thadt 

Lcnm was so , f h, ment to appear m court an 
he decided on thc spur o t. e -~ko d 1 . comrades to inform thc 

h 1 d ·ers He ev( n as e 11s .. 
cxpose t e s an e i · · E· . Committce of his dec1s1on. 
presidium of the Central ~ec_uk~1dve dcscribed how the matter of 

. · · es e Oqom 1 ze · 
In h1s rem1mscenc · · · d. . d· "Nogin rathcr tentative-

. , . · n court was iscussc · 1 h 
Lemn s appearance J • •• d puttino- up a fig l at 

. e . f Lemn's appca11ng an º f 
ly spoke m iavou~ o . . h· . d by a considerable number o 

bl. tr. 1 This opm1on was s a1 e l h d 
a pu ic ia . d" . 11 . h with charactcristic e ear- ea -
the Moscow comradcs. Vla imir ldy1bc. public erial. Stalin was 

d that there wou e no . . 'Th ffi edness argue . b e the authont1es. e o icer-
fi l · t all)' appeanng e1ore , h 
irm y aga1ns . . rison they'd kill him on the way, e 

cadets wouldn't take hun to thc pb ' . t the idea but hesítated 
11 . h 1 seemed to e agams ' d 

said. yic a so ' . d 'd " * A decision was taken to sen 
because of what No~m. h~ sa1 . otiate about thc conditions un-
V. Nog_in and ?· ~rJon~idJ~t~fn~~gin prison. Orjonikidze categori
der wh1ch Lenm m1ght e ~ ld be given a full guarantee that 
cally demanded that . he s ou A Orjonikidze later reported, 
Lcnin's life would be m no danger. s ld be taken but that 

Id h t 11 necessary measurcs wou 1 
he was to t a ª this 0 . onikidzc replied indignant Y: 
th erc were no guaran tees. !º IJ,, 
"We will not give up Ilyich to, you.at Alliluycv's flat attended by 

· h was a meeting 
That evemng t ere . y l , Stasova and others. Everyone 

Nogin, 01jonikidze, Stahn, e ena , 

* Reminisceru;es of Vladimir liyicl1 ünin in 
'.>. 417 (Russ. cd.). 
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prcsent fclt indignant and extremely anxious and profoundly awa 
of his responsibility for Lenin's life. A decision was taken not ~ 
allow Lcnin to appear in court and at the same time to find a safe 
hiding-place for him. This was the only corrcct decision, for ther r 
could be no fair tria] in Russia at that time. The counter-rcvolu~ 
tionary militarists werc at work. If Lenin had fallen in to their rnur
derous clutches, he would have been killed on the spot. 

Events proved that thc members of the Central Committee wcre 
perfectly right in the action they took to save Lenin's life. Evcry hour 
the situation in Pccrograd was growing more critica!. The Red 
Guard detachments were being disarmed, the revolutionary regi
mcnls of the Petrograd garrison were being dispatched forcibly to 
the front. The Bolshevik newspapers had bcen closed down. Arrcsts 
and searches were bccoming more and more frcg ucnt. 

On the night of July 6, a detachment of officer-cadets was scnt to 
the Yclizarovs' flat to arrest Lenin. He was not there, so they 
searchcd his room and seizcd vari_ous papcrs. Two days latcr thcy 
carne again. Although they were told Lenin was not al home, they 
searched every possible hiding-place - under the beds, in the cup
boards, behind the curtains, and so on. They ordcred hampers and 
chcsts to be opencd and phmged their bayonets through the con
tents. Aftcr a fruitless search they retircd, taking with them Krups
kaya, M. Yelizarov, and the maid. The samc night, after the over
zealous detectives had rcceived a dressing-down from their chief for 
bringing in the wrong man, the prisoners were rcleased. 

On thc afternoon of July 7 Lenin sent a letter to the Burcau of the 
Central Executive Committee of the Ail-Russia Soviet of Workcrs' 
and Soldiers' Deputies protesting at the search made of his Oat. 

It was becoming dangerous for Lenin to remain in Petrograd. 
The Party Central Committee decided to move Lenin to the Ses
troretsk District and sheltcr him not far from Razliv Railway 
Station, at thc house of Nikolai Yemelyanov, a \·vorker at the Ses
troretsk Factory and a veteran of the Party. Razliv Station was 
near the Finnish frontier and, if necessary, Lenin could be taken off 
into the heart of Finland. 

On the evening of the 9th, he began preparing for the somewhat 
risky journey to Sestroretsk. Having shaved his beard and clipped 
his moustache, he put on a brownish-red overcoat and a grey cap. 
In this garb he hore sorne resemblance to a Finnish peasant. At 
about 11 p.m., Lenin, accompanied by his comrades, startcd off in 
the direction of Primorsky Station to catch the last train, which was 
usually occupied by a mixed cro\'\-·d o[ late travellers. 
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I . and his companions were met by 
t che appointed spot ,cnm, Central Committce had entrust~d 

.A lai Yemelyanov, whom .thcy lyanov had bought tickets m 
Niko k f hiding Lenm. eme . b f 

.th thc tas o ' k took Lenin to the tram y way o 
w1 anee and for safcty s sa ~ in a siding. Lcnin mounted the 
adv e stationary trucks ~tandmg d gave him farewell glances and 
som of the carriage. HlS comr~ es h d Razliv Station without steps . d off Lemn reac e 

the tram move . . .,.,as in Yemelyanov's cottage. 
SOo

0 
d a few minutes later ·• rnishap an 

R li The Sixth Party Congress Lenin at az v. 

. . accommodated in thc loft º.f a baro, 
Lenm was temporanly . A bcd was made m the hay 

which had been used for st?nng ~Y· rovided for work. Since the 
and a table and two cha1rs we p ell scrccned by trees and 
Yemclyancws' y~rd and gar~en w~c ; go oulsidc for a breath of 
)·¡ e bushes Lenm was someumes a e o f l 
i a ' ·u h· d to be care u . . 
fresh air, though he st1 . ·k~ . d Ra:tÚv werc incrcasing. Detectives 

The hazards m Sestron.ts an. "l' "de l cn1·n with a more . . . r L n n o prov1 , · 
were combmg the a1 ca or e ' : d . mowing plot on the shore 

h .d. l ce Yemdyanov rente a h 
secure 1 mg-p a . . kºJ tres frorn the station, in a mars y, 
of Lake Razliv, five or s1x l ome . 

woodcd locality. ,·th him were rowcd across 
Lenin and Zinoviev.' who h~dF~~::h w~owcrs,' they took up thcir 

the lake, and pretendmg l~ ?le f branches and thatchcd with hay. 
quarters in a kind of tent u~ t ºin which a nest had been made to 
The tent was ne.xt to a hayT1ckd ' . h In a dense thicket near the 

"b d " on col n1g ts. L . 
serve as a e room d for Lcnin to work in. enm 
tent a small space wa.5 l.ater clea~; een study". In this nook 

hi · k ly· as my gr 
used to refer to t s JO mg d k the other as a stool. Not 

l ne to serve as a es ' 
therc were two ogs, 0 

,, t hanging from a crossbar sup-
far away was the "kitchen - a /o~d and newspapers were brought 
Ported bv two forked branches. . r d sons Lenin demanded 

· " ¡ nov's w11e an · · across the lake bv x eme ya i· n fact that was then 
f. apers - every paper' · ' h 

a huge number o newsp d t to arouse suspicion by suc , . P t ad In or er no d 
published m e rogr . y el •anov's sons arrange among 
largc purchases of newspapers emli b Thcy also maintained 
h 1 hat Papers each shou uy. t emse ves w 

a watch. , detectives were scouring thc 
The Provisional Government sb. . . ·ce on his head. Holiday-

'" L · There was a ig pn · h 
country ior emn. h 1· k . to gather mushrooms m t e 
makers somctimcs carne across t e a <' 
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marshes and Lenin had more than once to lransform him 1 . kl . . l y· . se f qu1c y mto a typ1ca mmsh mower. But while keeping strictly to 
the security arrangements, Lenin managed to go for walks en· 
h h. . . . ' ~oy 

t e s~ns me, go sw1mmmg 111 the lake late in the evening, and 
somet1mes do a little fish ing. 

T~day the tcnt on thc shore of Lake Razliv is preserved just as ¡ 
was m 1917. ~lo~; by st~nds a granite memorial with an inscriptio~ 
carved u pon 1t: Here m J uly and August 1917, in a tent made of 
branches, th~ !eader of the Oc~ober Revolution hid from pursuit by 
the bourgeo1s1c and wrotc h1s book The State and Revolution. In 
memory of this we havc built here a tent of granite. Workers of the 
city. o~ Lenin.* 192_7." By thc lake a museum has been set up with 
exh1b1ts that acquamt thc visitor with the life and activity of Lenin 
in .Tuly and August 1917. 

Lenin ~orkcd h~r.d, rcading and w~iting, a.ltho~~h neither living 
nor workmg cond1t10ns were easy. F rom h1s h1dmg-placc Lenin 
continued to d irect Party activilies. Ali this time the Party heard 
the confident voicc of its leader and felt his wise, cautious and vet 
firm guidance. At Razliv Lcnin wrotc his article entitlcd "Thc PoÍit
ical Situation", the booklet On Stogans, and the artides "Constitu
tional Illusions" and "The Lessons of thc Revolution". In these wri
ting~ Len in ga~c a profound analysis of the c:hanges in the political si
tuat1on followmg the .Tuly events and outlined thc tactic:s the Partv 
should adopl in the new c:onditions. ' 

The July events, Lenin wrote, were a turning-point in the devel
opmenl of thc ~evolution. Dual power was a thing of the past. Thr 
counter-rcvoluuonary bourgeoisie had organiscd and consolidated 
ils ranks, and had, in effcct, seizcd all power in thc stale. I t had 
placed that power in the hands of a gang of militarists. The :Men
shcviks and Socialist-Revolutionaries had completely bctrayed the 
cause o~ ~he revolutio~ and deserted to the counter-revolutionary 
bourgeo1s1e. Under thc1r leadcrship the Soviets had become a help
lcss appendagc of the bourgeois Provisional Governmcnt. All hope 
o~ peaceful devclopment of the revolution, Lenin pointed out, had 
d1sappeared. 

The rcvolution had entercd upon a non-peaceful course. The 
power of thc counter-revolutionary bourgeoisie could now be 
ovcrthrown only by force. Lenin called upon thc Bolsheviks to acl 
as they had done undcr tsarism in 1912-14, combining illegal forrns 

* In 1924, Petrograd was rcnamed Leningrad (city of Lcnin). 
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le with legal forms and marshalling thcir forces for an 
of strugg .. 

.....,ed upnsmg. ¡· . 1 . . d d d ª'": d"cal change in thc interna! po mea s1tuat1on eman e 
'J he ra I . . . "Th p ¡· . 

h Partv change its tact1c:al slogans. In h1s art1clc e o iti-
hat t e ' ' · d h t s· ation" and the pamphlet On Slogans Lenm prove t e neces-

cal itu l "Ali th . f temporarily withdrawing the s ogan power to e 
s1t\' 0 · h · d f ' · I" This slogan had been correcl d unng t e peno o peaceSov1ets. 
ful development of the revolution (up to July 4), when state power 

· the balance and was shared by voluntary agreement, 
was m ' · ¡ 

een the Provisional Government and the Soviets. Now the so-
~~ s . b' was no Ionger correct because the present ov1ets, emg 
gan M h 'k · dorninated by the Socialist-Rcvolutionary and ens ev1 part~es, 
had failed. To call for the transfcr of state power to these Soviets 
would in fact amount to deccption of the pcople. . 

At the same time Lenin e.xplained that the temporary w1thdrawal 
of the slogan "All pow.er to thc So~icts !" .<lid not. mean tha~ thc 
Bolshevik Party had g1ven up thc idea ol a Soviet R epublic as 
a ncw type of state. He was convinced that with a fresh upsurge of 
the Russian revolution Soviets possessing full power would appear, 
bll t not the prescnl kind of Soviets dominatcd by. Soc:i.alist-Rcvolu
tionaries and Mensheviks, not organs of comprom1se w1th th<'. bou_r
gcoisie, but Soviets as organs of revoluti?nary struggle ~gamst 1t. 
With the victon' -of the socialist revolution thc Bolshev1ks would 
build thc whole. state on the modcl of the Soviets. 

Though forced to remain in hiding, Lenin maintaincd close con
tact with the Party's Central Committec through comrades, who 
had been specially assigned to this task. 

Lenin's "The Political Situation", On Slogans, " The Lessons of the 
Revolurion" and other writings of this period formcd the basis of the 
decisions of the Sixth Congrcss of the Bolshevik Party, which met in 
Petrograd al the end of July and the beginning of August 19_ l 7. 

The Congress approved Lenin 's proposal for the temporary w1th
drawal of the slogan "Ali power to the Soviets!" ~nd calle? on the 
Party to fight for the complete abolition of the d1c:tatorsh1p of the 
counter-revolutionary bourgeoisie and for the seizure of state power 
by the proletariat and the poorest peasantry by m_e~ns of an. armed 
uprising. In complete accordancc with thc Lcn.m1st doctrine the 
Congress stressed that the alliance of t~~ workmg cl~ss and the 
poorest peasantrv \vas an irnportant cond1t1on fo~ ~he v1ctory of the 
socialist revolutfon. The Congress upheld Lenm s th:~ry of the 
socialist revolution and Lenin's proposition on ~he poss1b1hty of thc 
victory of socialism first in onc c:ountry, Russ1a. 
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The Congrcss also discussed whether Lenin should appe . 
court. Ten delegates took part in the debate. J n Orjonik~z~~ 
report on the matter and in ali the speeches there was a se s 

. d 'bil' fi nsc of anx1ety an grcat respons1 1ty or Lenin's safety. And this is 
derstandable. The j udicial authorities of the Provisional Go un. 

. d d d . . vern. 
ment mten e to try an conv1ct Lenm "for treason and for h 
organisation of an armed uprising". The speakers approved Len·t .e 

. . f . fi . ins 
a.ct1on. m re usmg to appear or tnal by rabid counter-revolu-
tionanes. 

. By a secret ballot the Sixth Congress of the R.S.D.L.P. (Bolshe
v~s~ elected a Central Committee headed by Lenin, with twice the 
ongmal number of members. The Congress nominated Lenin as the 
Bolshevik Party's ~~st candida.te for the Constituent Assembly,$2 

All Congress dccIS1ons were a1med at preparing the working class 
and the poorest peasants for an armed uprising, for thc victory of 
the so~ialist revolution. This is what gives it its main significance for 
the history of the Party and the revolution. 

As soon as che Congress was over the Central Committcc senl out 
Lenin's pamphlct On Slogans to four hundred Party organisations. 
The Congrcss decisions were also soon publishcd. 

Lenin Goes to Helsingfors 

When the hay-making scason was over Lenin found it difficult to 
keep up the prctence of bcing a mower. A new and safer refuge had 
to be found. The Central Committee passed a decision to arrangc 
with the Finnish Bolsheviks for Lenin's removal to Finland. 
Orjonikidzc passed this instruction to A. Shotman, who together 
with the Finnish worker Eino Rahja, a Bolsbevik, immediately set 
about making thc necessary arrangements. N. Y emelyanov 
obtained an identity card and a pass made out in thc name of the 
Sestroretsk workcr Konstantin Petrovich lvanov. A Bolshevik 
D. Leshchenko took a photo of Lcnin in make-up and a wig. Thc 
photograph was stuck in the card which had the actual stamp of 
the Sestroretsk Militia Committee. 

After investigating all the possible ways of getting into Finland , 
thc comrades suggested to Lenin that he should make thc journey 
on thc foot-plate of a locomotive, as a fireman. When he agreed, 
they arrangcd with Hugo Jalava, an engine-driver they knew well, 
to get him taken across the frontier. 

Late in the evening of August 8, Lenin lcft his tent. Ahead of 
him lay a walk of sorne ten kilometres to the ncxt station on thc 
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. ¡· He was accompanied by sorne of his comrades. On the 

f
. o!Sh me. · hi h h h d 
í1l h strayed off the palh and carne to a nver, w e t ey a 
a\' t ey f h' h "' · d They made their v.'aV on through a forcst, parts o w 1c 
for · · b · to firc. The going ""as dangerous because peat was urnmg 

were on d . . d rfoot and tbere was tbe risk of floun ermg mto a swamp. 
un e theles.5 they had to avoid the fires. This, too, was dangerous, 
Never . · f · 

e the fronticr was near and there was a grave nsk o runnmg 
IJecaus 
iolO officer-cadets. Eventually , h.ungry an? utterly ~xhauste?, they 

e out in the middle of the mght at D1buny Station, wh1ch was 
c:rded by a party of cadets. Lenin managed to hide in the bushes 
g the bottom of the embankment. Yemelyanov went out to recon
at 'tre and buv tickets and was immediately stopped by the cadets. 
no1 ' • . . · · f Whcn a train carne in, Lenin and RahJa shpped qu1ckl~ mto one o 
the end carriages and travelled safely á.s far as the st~t10.n of Udel
naya, where Lenin spent thc night at the flat of a Fmmsh worker, 

E. G. Kalske. . . 
The ncxt day thev wcnt back to the station. Before gettmg mto 

the train LcnÍn h~nded Shotman a blue-covered notebook and 
asked hi~ to look after it well. In this notcbook with the inscription 
"Marxism on the State" Lenin had brought togcther and analysed 
che ideas of Marx and Engcls on the state and formulated 
a number of highly important propositions a~o~1t the des~ruction of 
the bourgeois state machinc dw·ing the soc1ahst revolu~1on, about 
the dictatorship of the proletariat, and about proletanan democ
racy, socialism and commurtism which were thoroughly .develop~d 
and substantiated in the book The State and Reuolutwn. ~nm 
exposcd thc views of the opportunists of the Sccond lntemauonal 
and the anarchists on the socialist revolution and the state. The 
work Marxism on the State is of great independent importance. 
A part of the material which contained a~ analy~is of the most 
valuable theoretical legacy of Marxism was not uscd m the book The 

State and Reuolutíon. 
Engine-driver Hugo Jalava took L~nin aboa~d his engine as a fire-

man and Lenin worked hard throwmg logs mto the fire-box. The 
going was good as far as the frontie.r station of Beloo~trov, but at 
thc frontier the guards began chcckmg the passengcrs document~. 
The train crew's documents might also be checked, but the :xpen
cnced Jalava knew how to deal with the situation. Pretendmg the 
engine needed a filling-up, he u?coupled i~ and drove it off to the 
pumps and did not return untLl the sla~1on bell had rung three 
times. He then quickly recoupled the engme, gave a sharp blast on 

the whistle and put on steam. 
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In a few minutes Lenin was in T .. k. 
notebook from Shotman Soon afit enJdO I and had rccovered h. · erwar s he . · d · is 
of Jalkala, about twelvc kilometres from Tert~~~veH m the village 
at the housc of a Finnish worker p p . _J i. ere he put up 
from thc village on the ed f: h. arv1amen, that stood asid 

R 
. , ge o t e woods Acco d · e 

ahJa s reminiscences, Lenin <lid not liv . h. r i~g to Eino 
one of the outhouscs. e m t e cottage itself but in 

Lenin maintained contact with p t 
viainen, a daughter of the master of ~:º1bªd through L. P. Par
worked hard, writing and rcading and . e h ?use. In _Jalkala, Lenin 
master of the house with the pi ' l . m is spare. time helped the 
fl oug ung and mowmg t 
orest to gathcr mushrooms and bilberr· . . , wen to thc 

went rowing and fishin ff . tes, bathed m the lake, and 
children, for whom he sho~~ed i:e:;1:nds . were ~arviainen's little 
being with children. g ffectwn. Lenm always enjoyed 

Jalkala provided only a brief refu e fi . , . . 
frontier so clase it was dan . g o1 Lcnm. W1th thc Russian 

. ' · gerous to stay 1 L · . 
while a suitable lodgino· in H 1 . gf; cms:er .. enm hved there 
was not long befor~· t"'wo F' e sm .. o_rs dwas bemg found for him. Tt 

. · mns arnve fro H l · ..r 
Lemn deeper into Finland T h ' . m e smg1ors to take 
workers, membcrs of a Hel .. gi'C) '~ere Kuusela and Kallio, young 

sm ors amateu d · · 
made Len in up as a F1'n i· h _r ramatics soc1ety. They 

· 1 IS pastor W1th t} L · 
t_ram from Tcrijoki to the little town of L . iem enm took. the 
{ors, and put up at a flat b l . aht1, 130 km from Helsmg-
Finnish Social-Democrat"c e ongmg t~. ~ correspondent of the 

K k
. I newspaper Tyomtes (Th W k 

os i, who had once worked . . h e or er), Axel 

Th 
at a s oe fact · · S p 

en Len in made another d , 
01 

Y 
10 

t. etersburg. 
suburb of Helsingfors) at th ay s stop at the station of Malmi ,a 
Finnish Diet Karl '.~ .k he counL try-house of a deputy to the 

. v 11 w om en. h d k . . 
W1th his assistance Lcnin set abo t m. a. nown smce 1910. 
the Bureau Abroad of tl Bo~ h g~~tmg m touch by post with 
Swcden. le s evik Central Committee in 

In Helsingfors, Lenin lodged with F. . . 
Kustaa Rovio who was at th t º ~ mmsh Soc1al-Democrat 

. ' e rme actmg ch. f f h H . 
pohce. Nothing could hav·e b b r ie 

0 
t e elsmgfors · · een etter 1or L · f¡ .' 

v1ew of _secrecy and protection . Rovio's fl enm. rom the pomt of 
and a kitchen and 't . at cons1sted of one room 

J \ovas vacant becaus R . ' . 
country at the time urh1' le h . e_ ov10 s w1fe was in thc 

· n e was m H els1 rri. L · 
the flats of the Finnish worke U . n5.ors enm also lived at 
Lenin in tom.:h with Petra r~ hsemus and .Blom9.vist. Rovio kept 
lived in the Vyborg Distric~ra tf; ro~gh engmc-dnver Jalava, who 
was in hiding. 'not ar rom the flat wherc Krupskaya 
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V rv few Bolsheviks knew Lenin's whereabouts. But his articles 
ea;ing in the newspapers Prolelary and Rabochy (Worker), which ::pe }3olsheviks were hónging out to replace the banned Pravda, were 
~ by the whole Party in the joyful knowledge that its leader was 

re his Post and safe from danger. 
at Al that time Lenin wrote with great pride and gratitude of the 
sotshevik Party: "We trust our Party. We see in it the intelligence, 
hOnour and conscience of our times. We see the only guarantee of 
success for the emancipation movemen t of the working class in 
a world alliance of revolutionary internationalists." * Lenin's mov
ing words contain the highest appreciation of the historie services 
rendered by the Communist Party to the Russian and international 
working-class movement, of the Marxist theoretical maturity, its 
selfless ded ication to thc cause of the socialist revolution and its 
spiendid moral qualitíes as collective political lcader of the working 

people. 
The resolute, consistent, sdíless strugglc for the interests of the 

people enhanced the au thority and iníluence of the Bolshcvik Party 
considerably. T his was particularly apparent in thc period of the 
putting clown of the Kornilov mutiny, prepared by the counter
revolution and aimed at setting up a military dictatorship 
in the country, abolishing the Soviets and restoring the 

monarchy. 
The mutiny instigated by the Cadet Party began on August 25, 

191 7. The Supreme Commander-in-Chief, General Kornilov, 
a henchman of the landowners and bourgeoisie, moved an army 
corps and sorne Cossack units from the front to march on St. 
Petersburg. Lenin worked out the Bolshcvik tactics for the struggle 
against Kornilov. The masses rose against Kornilov and the coun
ter-revolutionary mutiny was put down in a few days. 

O n September 1 (14) Lenin wrote his famous article "On Com
promises" in which he refuted the ignorant, philistine 
idea supported by the Socialist-Revolutionaries and Menshe
viks that the Bolsheviks were fundamentally opposed to any sort 
of compromise. He showed the true attitude of the Marxist party of 
the working class to compromise. "The task of a truly revolutionary 
party is not to declare that it is impossible to renounce all com
promises," Len in \vrote, "but to be able through all compromises, 
when thev are unavoidable, to remain true to its principles, to its 
class, to i~s revolutionary purpose, to its task of paving the way for 

* V. l. Lenin, Collected Works , Vol. 25, p. 260. 
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revolution and educating the mass of the pcople for victory in th 
1 . "* e revo uuon. 

After thc putting down of the Komilov plot carne the renewal 
of the Soviets and their transition to the platform of the Bolshcviks. 

Lenin again returned to the question of the possibility of the 
peaceful development of the revolution in Russia in the event of ali 
power being handed over to the Soviets in the centre and in the 
localities. The concentration of all state power in the hands of the 
Soviets, Lenin pointed out, was the only means which could make 
the further development of the revolution gradual, peaceful and calm. 
Lenin considered that in the new conditions the slogan "All power 
to the Soviets!" had acquired a new content, for the Soviets had 
become different. Now this slogan meant a direct approach to the 
establishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat, and the organi
sation and state arrangement of this d ictatorship. 

The peaccful path of the development of the revolution in 
Lenin's interpretation had nothing in common with the reformist 
and revisionist idea of the "growth of capitalism into socialism". 
From the Leninist viewpoint the peaceful path, like the non-pcace
ful path, was the path of the revolutionary transformation of 
society, the path of the most active class strugglc of the broad 
masses of the working class and the toiling peasantry led by the 
Marxist Party, a struggle for power, for the dictatorship of the pro
letariat, for socialism. 

While he was in Finland, Lenin worked hard on the theoretical 
problems of Marxism. In this period he wrote his outstanding works 
The State and &uolution and The lmpending Catastrophe and How to 
Combat lt, and Can the Bolsheuiks Retain State Power ?, in which he 
developed the Marxist teaching on the socialist revolution and the 
dictatorship of the proletariat, formulated thc fundamental princi
pies of the interna! and foreign policy to be adopted by the prole
tarian government and outlined the immediate measures it should 
take. 

The State and Revolution 

In his book, The State and Reuolution, written between August and 
September 1917, Lenin most comprehensively and systematically 
expounded Marx's teaching on the state, which had bccn distortcd 

• V. l. Lenin, Colluted Works, Vol. 25, p. 309. 
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. At thc same time in this work 
J.{aucsky and othe~~p;:;tt~~:~~ing on the state on the basis of 

~~nin develope.d the . ª. . n particular the experience of the 
..,.,... h ' toncal expenence, J l . por 
the new 

15 
• f 1905-07 and 1917. It was extreme Y 1m . -

JlUS.Sian revo~ut10:~do interpret this teaching correctly becaus~ w1hth 
nnt to examme . . . Russia and other countnes t e 

t ... · 1. voluuon matunng 111 • al 
he socia ist re f h had arisen as an urgent theoretlc 

t f the role o t e state d er 
quesrion ~ al . "demanding immediate action, an ' moreov ' d pracuc issue, 
aJ1 s scale". * · · 
action on .ª .mas . h d b o ortunists in the soc1ahst p~r-

Bourgeo1s ideolog1sts, ec o~ rYes ~~ the state intended to just1fy 
ties, put forward num.e:ous ~a;s~s and to gloss over the real class 
the rule of the explo1.ung e 1 their opi~ion the bourgeois state 
nature of the bourgeo1s stlate. n h se function' was to reconcile the 

. . . tion above e asses w o d h' 
was an mstttu . ' f socict Lenin rejccte t is asser-
interests of t.he ~anousd c~as~es ~ that itwas Marxist doctrine that 
tion as unsc1ent1fi~ an m~d1s~~ rrenuinely scicntific explanation of 
h d for the first t1me prov1 e a i:> • 

ª h d revealed 1ts true nature. 
che origin of t e state an [ thc term so Marxism teaches, is 

The state in thc proper s~nse e; one class 'by another. Like other 
a machine for the suppress10n o 't' classcs' domination over the 
instruments for ensurin~ theb c~plo1 :n~ prívate ownership appeared 
pcople , the state carne mto emg. "".1e lasses Not only in slave-own-

d . l't up into antagomstlc e · 
an soc1ety sp 1 . . ' 1 in ca italist society is the state an 
ing and feudal soc1et~e_s, b~t a so ressfn the working people, who 
instrument for explo~tmg ªD:d ?PP f th; population. Especially in 
form the over~helm!n~ maJ.ºn?heo e och of monopoly capitalism 
thc epoch of tmpenalism, m . li p Lenin wrote the bourgeois 
growing into stat~-monopo~y cap~~a ds·~here is an un~recedented in
"state machine" ts grcat~y mte?51 i:nd military apparatus, which is 
crease in its bureaucrat1c, pol.1cc l . t and the popular 

. th revolut10nary pro etana 
directed agam~t e. . vement of the oppressed peoples, 
masses, the nat1onal hberat1on. mo . . im roved the bour
and so on. All former revolut1ons, sa1d Le~m, p but they 

. 11 k. d f bourgeo1s states arose, 
geois state machme. A m s To h ere ali dictatorships of the 
were all essentially the same. ey w 

bourgeoisie. . t dcstroy smash the bourgeois 
The proletarian rev?lut~on rn~s ·nstrum~nts of oppression : the 

d d vav wtth its mam 1 h . 
state an o ª' , . chine the courts and t e pns-
army' the police, the burea~cratt t~eª bourgcois state did not mean 
ons. However' the destruction o 

• V. l. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 25, p. 392. 
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thal the new socictv created b th . 
develop without a st~te as t he a y h~ proletanat couJd exist 
'd f h . ' narc ists held p d. and 
1 ea o t e mcompatibility of an . ' rocee mg frorn 
racy: We are not utopians, wro~/~~~-w1th ~e triumph of dern~e 
the idea of doing without , m, a~ . we undcrstand . 
subordination immediately :~ns: ofh~drndm1stration , any sor:hatr 
to Marxism. are ist ream and totall . o Y ahen 

Contrary to cowardly revisioni . 
all costs a "dictatorship of th st-o~port~mst attempts to evade 

strongl~ tha~ th~ teaching on t~t~~c~~~~~~~;, Lenin strcssed tno~: 
thc mam thmg m Marxism "O l h . p of. the proletariat is 
recognition of the class stru. le ~oyth e is a M_a~x1st who extendr th~ 
qf the proletaria!." * gg e recogmlwn of the dictatorship 

. In The State and Revolution Lenin a 
t1ation of the vital Marxist pro .. bave a comprehensivc substan. 

d . . b' . pos1t10n on the la d 
an. mevita ihty of the dictatorshi f h . . w-govcrne nature 
tonca! role in thc develop pf o l e. workmg class and its his-

. "B ment o mankmd on th h 
mumsm. etween capitalist and co . . e pat to com-
of the revolutionary transf'o . n:mumst soc1ety hes the pniod 

. rmanon of the ore . h 
respondmg lo this is also a olitical .. i mt~ t ~ other. Cor-
state can be nothing but th p l . trans1t1on penod in which the 
Quoting in his book thi te revo utwnaT)· dictatorship of the proletariat " 

G 
s s atement ofM , f· . . · 

otha Programm.e which h d b . arx s rom A Crztu¡ue or lhe 
L . , a een forgott b h u 
. enm showed its genuinely scientific tr ~; y. t e opportunists, 
impor~ance for Marxist parties. " .Ma ~ ~ln:ss and p~ogramme 
anaJys1s of the role played b th rx has~ t~1s conclus1on on an 
society, on the data concernu?' the aroletanat m modero capitalist 
on the irreconcilability· of th g e e~el?pi:nent of this society and 
. , t d h e antago01st1c mtc ts f h , 
1
ª an t e bourgeoisie." * * res o t e proletar-

. In dcfining the historical rol f h . . ~at Len in , in full agreement wi~ho ~a e d1ctatorsh1p of thc proletar-
1t to violence. In The State a d R l ~x and Engels, never reduccd 
tiv~ r?le of the dictatorshi n of :~: ution he s~res~ed the great crea
soc1ahst society. He procee/ d fi proletanat m the building of 
tasks of socialist constructione rom th~ fact that the main aims and 
¡ - econom1c socio ¡ · · 1 

a - are attained and sol ved b r h , -po it1ca and cul tur-
creative ini tiative of all the ~k.t e development of the broadcst 

wo1 mg people b 'd 
racy, by drawing the whole workin '. y w1 espread democ-
the state. With the dee enin f g pcopl~ i~to thc management of 

p g o the sooahst revolution and the 

• V. l. Lcnin, Collected Works ** lbid., p. 464. ' Vol. 25, p. 417. 
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es in building the ne•v, classlcss socicty, violcnt methods of 
_.ce~~ incrcasingly fade into the background, and cventually class 
stt'1~00 inside the country of victorious socia\ism disappears. 
c:oc;~ dictatorsbip of thc proletariat is f undamentally diffcrent 
f1 1 all cxploiter states. The dictatorship of the bourgcoisie or of 
roi:r exploiter classes is always a dictatorship over the working 
ot sses, 

0
ver the people; it is the power of the minority over the "';t majority. The dictatorship of the proletariat is power which 

~presses and protects the vital interests of the revolutionary people. 
lt rests on a close alliance of the proletariat and thc working peas
antry and aims at eliminating all exploitation of man by man, at 

building a socialist society. 
¡\gain and again Lenin draws Marxists' attcntion to thc fact that 

"the transition from capitalism to communism i.s certainly bound to 
yield a tremendous abundance and variety of political forms, but 
che essence will inevitably be thc samc: the dictatorship qf the 

proletariat". * Lenin showed thc decisive role of tbc Communist Party not only 
in wimüng but in consolidating the dictatorship of the proletariat, in 
thc building of socialism and communism. Thc party of thc prole
tariat is the organising and directing force in the system of the dic
tatorship of the proletariat , in the political systcm of socialist 

society. The Marxist doctrine, as cxpounded in The State and Reuolution, 
on socialism and communism as the two basic phascs through 
which communist society passes in its dcvdopment, on the condi
úons under which the state withers away, is Lenin's great contribu
tion to Marxist theory. He showed that socialism and communism 
inevitably replace capitalism and devclop on the same type of 
economic basis-social ownership of the means of production, which 
excludes exploitation of man by man. The differencc between social
ism and communism is determined by the dcgree of their econom-

ic, political and cultural maturity. 
Socialism is the first, the lower phasc oí communism. The level of 

development of social production at this stage is such that society 
can put in to effect, as yet, only thc principie: "From each accord
ing to his ªbility, to each according to his work." Society still bears 
the traces, the birthmarks of thc old society from which it emerged. 
Sincc people have different qualifications , unequal talents and 
working capacily, and different family backgrounds, it is natural 

* V. J. Lcnin, Collected Works, Vol. 25, p. 4l8. 
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that, given equal pay for cqual work th . . . 
equal. Bue this is inevitable in th fi ' he1r mc~mes are m fact u . e irst p ase of com . 11. 
soc1ety cannot leap straight flro . 1· mu111st societ . m cap1ta 1sm to com · v· 
pa~mg throu.gh the socialist stage of dev 1 mumsm witho~; 

From cap1talism," said Lenin " . e opmcnt. 
to socialism, i. e., to the social ow.:ie~~k1~d can pass directl} only 
and the distribution of products accor~ t~e means of produccion 
performed by each individual ,, * A ? o the amount of work 
and the .state of the meas~re or~::~:g and control by society 
consumpt1on are therefore of th an~ the measure of 
socialism. e greatest 1mportance under 

Under communism i e i·n th h. h · ' · ·' e ig er ph f 
soc1ety, which develops throu h th . . ase o communist 
basic principie is . "f'ro \ e co1!-sohdatmn of socialism thc 
according to his ne. ed•,, mTh:a~ ac~ordmg to his abilíty, to ~ach. 

~· IS is poss1ble L · · 
the higher stage of developme~ t of .· ' , cmn ponued ou~, only in 
enccs between mental and h .. :o,c1et} ' \vhen thc esscnttal differ-

h 
P ys1ca work hav b 

w en work becomes man's .· e ccn ovcrcom<' p11marv necd a d ·h ' 
an enormous increasc in the prod1;ctive f; n w en, on the ba.~is of 
of thc new man material a d . . orces and the devdopment 
stream and ther~ is ahu11d· n ~pmtu~l wcalth flows in a broad 

¡ ,mee m soc1ety. 
n The S~ate and &volution Lenin \vent d . . 

the econom1c basis of the with . eep mto the quest1on of 
ing away of the statc de d ermhg away ?[ the state. The wither-
h' h pcn s on t e rap1d1ty of d 1 

ig er phase of communism. h h . cve opment of the 
be a long and gradual proc' e ~~p as1sed that this was bound to 
away completcly whcn peop::Shad ~~:~~ would be able to w.ithcr 
the fundamental rules of th . accustomed to observing e commun1tv and h h . , 
so productive that they would 1 , il w en t eir labour was 
abilities. The state would fi ll vo ·~ntar y work according to their 
when there was com"lete co ma ~ wi er away, Lenin explained on/t• 
· r mmunzsm Le · fi 1 ' :..r 
idea that "politically the d. t. . . mn ormu ated thc profound 

d h 
. ' lS mct10n bet\ ree th fi 

an t e h1gher phase of com . . ' n e irst, or lower 
d ", munISm w1ll in tim b bl , 

men ous . * * He considered thc fi h d . e, pro a y' be tre-
?f socialist democracy to be the ~~:i:rl evelop~~nt, the perfcction 
mg away of thc state. p a prerequlSlte for the wither-

" The State and Revolution" was a r . . . 
knowtedge oj the Bolshevik Part , Tl ~ eat cont:ibutzon to tite theoretical 
this work guided our Part~· . ic 1. e~ wh1~h Lenin devcloped in 

* , m ach1evmg v1ctory in thc October 

V. l. Lcnin, Collecled Wor'·· " ¡ 2 ... lb"d V A~, vo. '1 pp 
0

4 8° ' ., ol. 25, p. 475. ' · 
0 

·- :>. 
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l ition, in building socialism; they guide the Party today in 
(leck"º

1
. tg the great tasks of the ful\-scale socialism, the immediate 

Ul lll . . 
building of commumst soc1ety. 

s atvation from the lmpending Catastrophe 
Lies in Socialism 

Bv the autumn of 1917, in thc fourth year of the imperialist war, 
thc 'economic position of Russia had takcn a sharp turn for the 
worse. Railway transport was disorganised. The flow of raw mate
rials, coal and metal to the factorics dwindlcd inexorably. Output of 
metal and coal droppcd steeply every month, thcre was a catastroph
ic fall in the production of consumer goods. The disorganisation 
of the economy was leading inevitably to faminc. 'fhe tsarist autoc
racy and the bourgeoisie, wrotc Lenin, had brought thc country to 

the brink of disastcr . 
Far from taking any measures to avcrt thc impending economic 

disaster, the bourgcoisie deliberately aggravated the situation. T hey 
counted on being ablc to throw all the blarnc for the catastrophic 
state of affairs on thc revolution an<l hoped thal cconomic disaster 
would Icad to thc destruction of the Soviets and strengthen the 
power of the bourgeoisie and the landowners. Thc capitalists delib
eratcly sabotaged production and adopted a policy of closing 
down factories and throwing worken. out into the strcets. Mass un
cmployment increased. the prices of bread soarcd. Many provinces 
in the central part of Russia wcre gripped by [amine. Tens of mil
lions of people were in danger of starvation in both town and 
coun try. An army of ten millions was cnd uring terrible privations 
in the trcnches. There was no cnd to thc suffcrings of the people. 

At this anxious and difficult time the Bolshcvik Party elaborated, 
and offcred to the people, elleclivc measurcs for combating thc im
pending catastrophe, and acted as the Party of true patriots of 

Russia. 
Lenin gave the Party a programmc for preventing disaster and 

renovating the country economically in his pamphlct The Impending 
Catastrophe and How to Combat lt, whicb he wrotc in Helsingfors in 
the middle of Septcmber 1917. ConLrol, supcrvision, accounting 
and rcgulation of production and consumption by the statc, these 
were the first essentiaL~ in the light against ruin and faminc. Ali the 
belligerent impcrialist countries had long ago adopted extensive 
controls. But these controls were cverywhcrc exercised in a reaction-
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ary and bureaucratic fashion in the i'nt . 1 . 1 ' erests oí the rur l 
exp o1ter~ , andowners and capitalists. mg e asses of 

To th1s type of control L . 
k 

emn counterposed 1 
wor ers over production and d' 'b . contro b)· th . IStfl ULIOn. As . . e 
combat the impendina catastrophe h pnont~ measures to 
the banks, insurance ºcom anies ande propos~d: nat1onalisa tio11 of 

capit~list monopolies; nati~nalisation o~~~e;~ns~s· bboelol?~ing to the 
merc1al_ se~recy ; compulsory ama! am . an ' a tt1on of com. 
enterp~1ses ~ne.o syndicates; organisa~ion a~~o~ of separ~te ~apitalist 
sumers soc1et1es to achieve an e ual sh . t e populat1on mto con. 
war and also control by th q anng of the burdeos of the 

Th e poor over consumpt' b h 
.. ese mcasures, Lenin said would , ion y. t e rich. 

spmtual upsurgc among th ' l e"Voke a great pohtical and 
country's power to defend its:lf p:~ e, en~rmously i~crease thc 
thc Western impcrialists At th' d sav.e tt from subjugation by 
measurcs, if they werc car.r1'ed o te. same tnne, Lenin added, these "' u m a revol t · . · 
manncr, would spccd the co t ' d u 10nary and democratir . , · un ry s a van "I · · . · 
twentteth-century Russia wh' h h ce. t is zmposszble in 
• > IC as won a re J )" d 
m a rcvolutionary way to 

0
•
0 

forw . pu) te an dcmocrac.y 
socialism, without taki~g rtepº adrd. w1thout advancing towards 

In th , · · s towar s 1t." * 
. e pamphlet Tlze lmperzdinu Catastronh d 

Lenm's proposition on the poss·b"·¡·' f r e. a~ How to Comhat lt fi . 1 t itv o sociahsm L . . 
irst m one capitalist co t 1 .. . emg v1ctorious 

applicd to Russia. Lenin r~s~>l~elª one w~s furtl~er devcloped as 
thc Mensheviks and So . 1· R y e~pose. the d1sastrous poli<:)' of 
· cia 1st- evolut1onar h 
mg that Russia was ripe only f, bo t:S, w o were still assert-
revolution. These short-sightedor ªr . 1:1rgeo1s and not for a socialist 
dcrstand that the war hadp 1º tt1cd1ans completely failed to un-

. acce erate the gro th f h . 
monopolies and their transfo . . w o t e cap1talisl 
. 11 h b rmat1on mto state mon l 
m a t e ourgeois countries in 1 d. R : opo Y groupings 
oly capitalism, wrote Leni .~. e u mg uss1a. ~nd state-monop-
sociali~m, the threshold of ~¿ci~~i~~?1,!1flete material preparation for 

Lenm developed the important . ro .. 
necessary to preserve the " . p pos1t1on that it would be 
set up by capitalism Th' accountmg and registering" apparatus 
of capitalist control. and1sp~~par~tus, ~e taught, must be taken out 
Soviets; it must be made m hun ~dr t e control of lhe proletarian 
h . uc w1 er more ver fl d 

ens1ve. Lenin also advanced th . , sa i e an compre-
nous proletariat should draw th e :porta?t _thesi~ that the victo

e ourgeo1s mtelltgentsia into the 

•*• V._ l. Len in, Collected W.ork.º \tol 
Ib1d. , p. 363. " · 25, p. 362. 
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ork of socialist construction,. L~nk ~mplo.yces , cngi?eers, agricul
YI i·sts tcchnicians, and spec1ahsts ol all kmds , crcatmg favourable 
tura I ' . . 

d
¡úons for them to work m and putt1ng thcm under all-round 

con 
•orkers' control. w The measures to be undertaken by a proletarian government in 

building the new, socialist life that Lenin mapped out on thc cve of 
the October Revolution have sincc becn applied with greal succcss 
. the U.S.S.R. and the countries of the socialist community. 
in · 1· · h h 
fhis is quite natural because these measures are m me w1t t e 
principal objective laws characteristic of all countries that take the 
path of socialist revolution and building socialism. 

Before the Assault 

In the middle of September Lenin wrote a letter to the Central 
Committee and the Petrograd and Moscow Cornmittees "The Bol
shcviks Must Assume Power", and a lettcr to the Central Commit· 
tec "Marxism and Insurrection". On the basis of a penetrating and 
comprehensive analysis of the internacional and intcrnal situation 
he set the Party the task of preparing and organising an armed 

uprising in order to seize power. 
In his lettcr "Marxism and Insurrcction" Lenin showed that the 

Marxist trcatment of inswTeclion as an art had nothing in common 
with Blanquism and conspiracy. Taking the views of Marx and 
Engels on insurrection a stcp further , he wrote that to be successful 
an insurrection must rdy on the advanced class, on a revolutionary 
upsurge of the people and on that crucial moment in the develop
ment of the revolution when the activity of thc advanced sections of 
the people is at its height and vacillation among the enemies and 
among the weak, half-hearted and irresolute friends of the revo\u
tion is strongest. If all these conditions are present, to rcfuse to treat 
insurrection as an art is a betrayal of Marx.ism and the revolution. 

With the revolutionary crisis developing in Russia at such speed 
Lenin decided he could not remain any longer in Helsingfors. From 
so far away it was difficult to direct the Party at this critica! rev~lu· 
tionary time. The mail arrived late from Petrograd, thc mornmg 
papers did not come till the evening of the following day. Lenin 
told his host Rovio that he wanted to move, and asked him to get 
him a wig and arrange accommodation in Vyborg. 

At the end of his stay in Helsingfors Lcnin had a talk with 
O. V. Kuusinen, a member of the Central Committec of the 
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1 

11 

Social-Democratic Party of Finland I . . . Finn~h Left-wing Social-Democrats. t n this talk Len.m adviscd th 
breakmg off relations bctween Finlan~ ~:~s l~ro~gly .1~ the Dict fo~ 
ment of Russia. The Bolshe ºk p e rov1S1onal Govern 
the independence of Finlandv1 L a:ty s~dpportcd the recognition o.f 

h 
, enm sa1 and ·t uld b 

reac an agreerncn t on this h ' . l wo e casy to 
hands of lhe revolutionary ,:r~:;o7er m Russia carne into the 

In the talk Len in men tioned th \ass. . 
Petrograd. When O V K . at ~ was leavmg next day fior 

P 
· · uusmen worned bo L · , 

etrograd and the renewed threat' to . . a ut ~nm s return lo 
delay his departure for a while L h1s. hfe, as~ed if he could not 
could wait no longer, the situatio~ o/n~n rep.h.ed firmly: no, he 
power of lhe Soviets . "'as . t e declSlve combat for lhe 

1 
" commg to a h -d 

n late Scpternber Lenin was i V bo ea very rapidly. 
lodg'ings by a member of the sta~ o/th r1. He was pr?vided with 
'. Labour) Juho K. Latukka, who lived ine T~f·~k~orkers p~pcr Tyo 
suburb of thc town. 1 a a, a workmg-class 

As usual Len in sel to work . d. 
Lenin kept to a strict timet· bl Aunme. iat~ly. Latukka rccalls that 

hi d 
ª e. t seven m th · 

s esk and all through the d h e rnornmg he was at 
din ner and supper ror d. . ay e maintained regular hours for 

' 11 lSCUSSIOll and fo hº fi 
thc hour for going' to bcd . . r ts a ternoon rcst. Only 

l 
· was uregular "Th 

lOW prod uctive thc da h b , . at must depend on · Y as een so th t h. · he used to say. ' ª not mg is left undone," 

In conncction wilh the re araf 
the Party as the lcadin ~ : d io~s. for the uprising the role of 
enhanc:cd. It was necessa; t~ Emdmg force was particularly 
strive .ror. the unity of action ofe:~1º~1st~ s~rengthen i~s ranks, to 
orgamsat1onal role of the p r I eviks,. and to mercase the 
Matured" Lenin noted frcs~ ~hanº ª long article "The Crisis Has 
ternal political sicuation at th ;es. th~t had occurred in the in
called imperativcly for an . e diegmnmg of October, and that 

Th 
1rnme ate armed · · 

e growing peasanl . 1 upnsmg. . tevo t, the mo f 
nat10nal liberation movement . th un mg strength of the 
nish troops and the Baltic Fleet1~0 o~~~~~try, th~ .refusal of the Fin
the rcadiness of the soldiers of th J he ProvlSlonal Government, 
Bolsh~viks, the unwillingness of t~e ort. ern Front to support the 
figh t for the imperialist airns of th R sol?1ers of ~he . other fronts to 
al~ ~hese things proved irrefutabl e th:tss~an ª?d fo~c1gn bour~eoisie, 
cnsts had rnatured that a crreat ty . ~at10n-w1de revoluhonary 
· ' ,., urn1ng-pomt h d · d 
mg lhc party of the l , . , a arnve ' compell-. pro etanat to take . 
act1on against the bourgeois p . . 1 ·, energettc revolutionary 

rovts10na Governmcnt "1' h h 1 · · e w o e 
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e of the Russian revolution is at stake," Lenin wrote. "The 
futur ur of the Bolshevik Party is in qucstion. The whole future of 
h0 º0 l k ' l . (' . 1· . k ,, * h internationa wor ers revo ut1on ior socia 1sm 1s at sta c. 
1 ~11 the time he was in Vyborg Lenin was longing to get to revo
I 

1
¡
0

nary Petrograd. More than once he asked the Central Commit
~e to allow him to come to the capital. On October 3, the Central 
~ornmittee passed a decision " ... to suggest to llyich that he come to 
petrograd to ensure regular and close contact". ** 

{)nfortunately, there are no documents confirming the exact date 
of Lenin's arrival in Petrograd from Vyborg. The recollections of 
his contemporaries on this matter are contradictory. Sorne maintain 
that Lenin arrived in Petrograd at the end of September, and state 
thc day as being either the 22nd or the 29th. Others consider that 
Lenin arrived at the beginning of October. The only official docu
rnent that has been preserved is the Central Committee decision 
rnentioned above. Judging by this decision, Lcnin must have arrived 
in Petrograd soon after October 3. According to ccrtain sources, on 
October 7, Lenin in disguise and accompanied by Eino Rahja took 
the train to the station of Raivola. Therc he boarded thc tender of 
locomotive No. 293 driven by Hugo Jalava, an enginc-driver with 
whom he was already acquainted. After crossing the frontier safely, 
he got out at the station of Udelnaya. Nadezhda Krupskaya had 
a secret apartmcnt ready for him at thc house of Margarita 
Fofanova, one of her collcagues in the cultural commission of the 

Vyborg District Duma. 
Lenin set about preparing the Party for organising the uprising 

with tremendous energy and pcrsistence. On Octobcr 8, he wrote 
his famous "Advice of an Onlooker". In this article and others 
Lenin builds the statements made by Marx and Engels into a com
prehensive and integral Marxist doctrine on insurrection and devel
ops this doctrine as applied to the new epoch. Pointing out that 
"armed uprising is a special form of political struggle, one subject to 
special laws", and that it must be trcated as an art, Len in reminds 
the Bolsheviks in his "Advice of an Onlooker" of the basic rules of 
armed insurrection formulated by Marx and Engels and states them 

specifically as follows: 
"1) Never play with insurrection, but when beginning it realise 

firmly that you must go all tite way. 

* V. l. Lenin, Collecúd Works, Vol. 26, p. 82. 
** Minutes of tite Cenlral Committee qf_tJ1e R.S.D.L.P.( B.), August 1917-February 

1918, Moscow, l958, p. 74 (Russ. ed.). 
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"2) Concentratc a great superioritv oiffi . h d h d . . "J 01ces at t e dec·. · 
an at t e ec1S1ve moment, otherwise the enero istve Point 
advantage of better preparation and or . . y,. who has th 
insurgents. gamsation, wJll des troy th e 

"3) Once the insurrection has b . e ~t detennínation, and by ali means egun? you m~t act w1th the great. 
T~e defensive is thc death of ev~rvWI~~~~~ f:¡~fn t~e the offensiut. 

4) You must try to take the en~m. b ~· m~:nent when his forces are scattered.y y surpnse and seize the 

5) You must strive for dail 
say hourly, if it is the case ~/~~~e:ses, however small (one might 
'T!Wral superwrity'." * own)' and at ali costs reta in 

Guided by these rules and tak' . . . mg mto account the . 
cumstances exlStmg in Russia at the t' L . concrete c1r-
viks must organisc an attack p ime, enm wrote, thc Bolshc-·r l on etrograd and car 't 
sw1 t y and unexpectedly as poss'bl . 1 ry 1 out as 
within and without from . i. e, s1mu taneously both from 
and from Finland 'Revel thedwKorkmg-class district~ of the capital 

b 
' an ronstadt · the wh l f1 ' 

rought into the operation and a . ' . . o~ .cct must be 
create~ over the counter-revoluti g~g~ntic supenonty of forces 
essent1al, he said, to combine theº~~I') orc~s of Kerensky. It was 
workers and the arm units ree mam f?rces: the fleet, the 
at all costs the tele~hon ' so ;s to occupy w1thout fail and hold 
stations and above all t~e ebx~dange,I the telegraph, the railway 
h ' ' n ges. t \Vas also e t' 1 

t e most resolute elements th h k d ssen ia to select 
workers and the best of the s~lo~s~a~~ f; etachme~ts, the young 
for oc~upying key-points and for takinorm the~ mto s?1all unitc; 
operat1ons. g part m ali 1mportant 

On October 10 a meeting f th c took place which' was presid~ e e~tral ~mmittee of the Party 
a vital part in preparing the p~;er fo; ;.;;:m and_ ~hich played 

In the report on the current s~ua. ed. upn~mg. 
politically the ground for se· f tion Lenm pomted out that 
prepare~ ~ut that since the ~;~:¡/º~e~ by the Soviets was fully 
imperm1ss1blc indifference t d g ho eptember there had been 
among the leading Bolshev'ko\~arl s Tt e q.uestion of insurrection 

· · 1 circ es echnical · upflSmg must now be the ma· . preparat10ns for the 
Central Committee ado1>ted the h ~otr .aspeclt ~f the Party's activities. The 
., r is onc reso utwn pro1>osed b Le . . 
t was stressed that an armed uprúin . . r ry mn zn which g was inevitable and the time for it was 

* V. l. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 26, pp. 179 and 180. 
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"'U" ,;pe, and that thendwlwle w_ork .ºf the Party should be subordinated to the 

J-{ of organising a carrying it out. ~- historie meeting of the Central Committee ended late at 
• 15 It \.,.

0
uld ha ve been a long way for Lenin to return on foot to 

p¡gb~; ·borg District, so he spent the night at Eino Rahja's ílat. Out 
~e ~ideration for his host Lenin refused to take a bed, and went 
0 cfeep on the floor with sorne books for a pillow. 1n thc morning 
tos . d Ff ' of october 11 Lemn returne to o anova s apartment. 

After the Central Committee meeting of Octobcr l O, L~~in 
devoted himself to further work on the plan for an armed upnsmg 
and had meetings '"'ith Central Committee members at Mikhail 
Kalinin's flat. At H . Jalava's flat on October 14, Lenin discussed 
the practica\ problems of the uprising with leading Party workers. 

On Octoher 16, an enlarged meeting of the Central Committee 
was held. Lenin made a report defending the Central Committe.e's 
resolution on armed uprising. Zinoviev and Kamenev opposed the 
resolution. They both condemned the uprising, on the plea that the 
Bolshevik forces were still too small and greatly outnumbered by the 
forces of the counter-revolution; instead they demanded that the 
Party should wait for the convocation of the Constituent Assembly. 
They counterposed their taclics to what they called the conspirator
ial tactics of Lcnin and the Central Committce. Dzerzhinsky, 
Kalinin, Krylenko, Sverdlov, Stalin and others criticised the posi
tion of Kamenev and Zinoviev. Nearly everyone present stated his 
opinion and the debate went on till moming. The question was put 
to the vote. By ninetecn votes to two, with four abstentions, the 
Central Committee passed the foll0wing resolution, proposed by 
Lenin : "The meeting fully wdcomes and wholly supports the Cen
tral Committee's resolution, calls upon all organisations and all 
workers and soldiers to make thorough and most intensive prepa
rations for an armed uprising, and for support of the centre set up 
by the Central Committee for this purpose, and expresses complete 
confidence that the Central Committee and the Soviet will in good 
time indicate the favourable moment and suitable means for 

launching the attack." * 
On October 16, a plenary meeting of thc Petrograd Soviet 

endorsed by a vast majority the decision of the Executi~e Comffi:Í~
tee and Soldíers' Section on the creation of a Revolut1onary M1h-

tary Committee. 
* .Minutes of the Central Committee qf' the R.S.D./ .. P.( B.), August 1917-February 1918, 

p. l04. 
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On the basis of the historie decisions passed by the Party Cent 
Committcc on October 10 and 16, preparations by Boishe;.~ 
organisations for thc armed uprising wcre launched in ali pan~ 1 f 
the country. In many towns and districts rcvolutionary milita~· 
committees wcrc set up to give direct leadership in the workin' 
people's strugglc for the establishment of Soviet power. On th~ 
night of October 17, Lenin met the leaders of the Military Organj. 
sation of the Central Committee. Lenin paid special attention to 
the selection of Red Guard commanders with regard to their mili. 
tary qualifications, skill with weapons, knowledge of stre<'t-fightin~ 
tactics, and so on. Len in said that che directing force of the uprising 
in a socialist revolution was the \.vorking class. The Red Guard 
detachments that had bcen formed at many enterprises in ali dis
tricts of thc capital and consisted of workers should become thc 
chicf mililary force, thc force on which thc success of the uprising 
depended. In saying this, Lenin had no intention of belittling thc 
importancc of the rcvolutionary military units. 

That samc night the entire Bolshevik Military Organisation ~:i im
mediatcly set abou t putting Lenin's instructions into eflect. 

On Octobcr 18, just when preparations for thc armed uprising 
were in full swing both at the centre and in the provinces, 
Kamenev, acting on his own behalf and on behalf of Zinoviev. gavc 
an intcrview to thc semi-Menshevik newspapcr .Novo.ya ,(,hizn (Ncw 
Life), in which he stated his disagreement with thc decision on the 
armed uprising that the Party was preparing. H e thus betrayed LO 

the enemy che sccret decision taken by the Party Central Commit
tce. This was a monstrous piece of treachery, wlúch might havc 
caused irreparable harm to the cause of the revolution. 

With angcr and contempt Lenin branded Kamenev and Zinovicv 
as strikcbreakcrs of the revolution and dcmanded that their conducl 
should be condemned and they themselves should be cxpelled from 
the Party: "I should consider it disgraceful on my part if 1 were to 
hcsitate to condemn these former comrades because of my earlicr 
clase relations with them. [ declare outright that I no longer con
sider either of them comrades and that I will fight with ali my 
might, both in thc Central Committee and at the Congress, to 
secure the cxpulsion of both of them from the Party." * 

On October 20 the Raboclry Put (Workers' Path) published a let
ter from Zinovicv containing a completely unsupportcd denial of 
Lenin's chargcs against him. 

* V. l. Lcnin, Cn//ecttd Work.r, Vol. 26, p. 217. 
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Lenin speaks 
From painting b)' A. Gerasimov 

'fbat same day, Lenin's leltcrs about Kamcncv and Zinoviev 
discussed at a meeting of the Central Committee. Lenin was 

werepresent. Most of thc Central Committee membcrs (Stalin, Sver°f\. Sokolnikov and others) who were prcsent did not support 
t_;i~1 ·5 proposal. By five votes to three it was decidcd to "accept 
J(arnencv's resignation" from the Central Committee, and by six 
otes to "charge Kamenev and Zinoviev not to issue any statements 
~inst the Central Committee's decisions and the linc of work it 
ba5 adopted". * A proposal that no member of thc Central Commit
tee should make any statements against Central Committee decisions 

was also accepted. 
But Trotsky took a stand dangerous for the fatc of thc rcvolution. 

fbough making no open declaration against the Central Commit
tcc's dccision on armed uprising, he continued to foster constitu
úonal illusions in the Party and urged that thc uprising should be 
pustponed until the Second Congrcss of Soviets opened, which 
would in fact have mcant wrecking the uprising altogether. Lenin 
vigorously attacked this flabby attitude. To wait for thc Congress, 
he wrote, would be downright idiocy or downright bctrayal. 

Having exposed and isolated thc opponents of the arme<l uprising 
in its own ranks, the Party "venl ahcad evcn more energetically 
\\ith practical preparatious for thc uprising. l n aU districts of Petro
grad and in many other towns, fresh contingents of thc workers' 
guard and revolutionary committees wcre formcd; thc Red Guard, 
1he principal fighting force or the socialist revolution, was trained 

and armed. 
Meanwhile the counter-revolutionaries. too, were mustering their 

forces. On learning of the Bolshcviks' decision. thc Menshevik and 
Socialist-Revolutionary Central Executi\e Committee immediately 
resolved to postpone the Congress of Soviets till October 25, in 
order to upset the plans of the Bolsheviks, allow the Provisional 
Government to take the initiative and make better preparations for 

crushing the forces of the revolution. 
For many weeks Lenin had zealously prcpared the Party and the 

working dass for the uprising, worked out its basic rules and plans, 
checked up to see whether the Party organisations were ready for it in 
practice, and had kept a close watch on the development of the revolu
tionary sítuation in the country as a wholc. He had worked hard to 
determine the "moment" for the uprising, thc correct choice of 

* Min11tes of the Central Comm:ittee of thr R.S.D.L.P.( fi.) , Aug11sl 1917-Felrmary 1918, 

p. 107. 
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which he considcrcd to be decís. , L . . .. 
sional Governmcnt must be o lh\C. enm ms1sted thal the p 

f S . ven rown before th S rov¡ 
o ov1ets, so as to anticípate th e ccond Con . 
Bolsheviks to attack on thc dav e t~~e~y' who were expectinggrt~~ 
O~ Occober 24, while scill in hi . ongress .opened. e 

RahJa and ~l. Fofanova that dmg, Lenm learned frorn F 
bridges over thc ='leva He imme~~vernl ment forces werc raising th .. 
Co . t . . late V wrote a note to lh C e 

mm1c ee, askmg permission to . e entra! 
aftcrwards Lenin wrote h. h. co_me to the Smolny. S0o 
Co . is istonc letter to th ( n 
. mm~ttce members demanding that th . . e ;cntraJ 
unmcd1ately. e upnsmg be launchcd 

. "l. am writing these lines on the evenin r 
l1on is critica! in the extreme I ( . . g o the 24th. Thc situa-
t d 1 1 . . n act lt is now absolut ·l l 
o e ay t le upnsing would b e: • 1 L y c ear that 

"'v\'. 
1 

. e iata . 
Il 1 all my m ight I urge comrad . 

now hangs by a th read. tl . t' . es to reahse that cverything 
, , . ia wc are confronted l 11 , 

are not to be solved by e·<) r >y pro) cms which 

S 
. ) · ni eren ces or cowrressc. ( 

, ov1cts ' bu l exclusivdy b)· 1 l b .. , .s cvcn congresscs of 
of thc armed ¡)eopic . ·\·\f . peop es, >y che rnasses, by the struggle 

. ..... e musl at all · t h' . very mght arrest thc cos s, t is very evenmg t111's 
' O'Overnmcnt I · fi . ' · 

cadcts (defeating the; if th . '. i,avmg irst chsarmed the officer-
r. . • , ev res1st; and so 011 H' . ior~1vc revol utionarics for r~ r . : . , . .. . istory w1ll not 
tonous today (and th ' r_ ~ asl tm~tmg whcn thcy could be \ ic-

e Y ce1 tam y \·'/lll b · . 
they risk losing much . tomo . . e v1ctonous today), whilr 

lh
. " * rrow' m fact the'' .. k 1 . 
_mg. Lenin's exhorlations \·vere f .. ' .. us osmg every-

of thc rcvolutionarv mass . ·h ully m keepmg with the mood 
· ·' es \v o were full f h · t1enl to go into aclion. 0 ent us1asm and impa-

.Lenin sent Fofanova with this 1 
tnct Parly Committee to be d etter to thc Vyborg Dis-
Thc same evcning he h. lf ~ass: on to the Central Corn'mittce. 
With the help of Eino ~mhs: ~hc1ded to go to the Smolny al once. ª ~a, ,..,. o was attach ·d L · 
senger, he found an old o, e to enm as a mes-
round his cheek In this ~er~oat ~nd . cap and lied a handkerchief 
r F . . elleCtlVC dtsgmse h t fT Th 
ior ofanova rcad as follo , .. "G e se 

0 
· e note he kft 

go. Till wc meet again /t:~\ ,, I one -...vhere you didn ' t want me to 
On lh<' way he anc't Ra.h. './ e . t was by no rneans a safc J·ourncy 

. . · ~a wcrc sto d · o! oflicer-cadets. ] cnin . ·J . ·1 ppe more than once by patrols 
l . d 1 . , rmg 1t eas1 v have t . . . d . 
1,t tie invaluable q ual't" f .' . Jeen a11cste . .But Lenm 

tariat. 1 n momcnts of da1 i ~s oh a ~evolut1?nary leadcr of the prole-
rcsourceful. All the haza~~:ror ~~\a~ pamcularly daring, brave and 
were succcssf'ully ovcrcome. e JOUrney lo thc Smolny Instilule 

* V. l. Len in, Col/uted Works. \ iol. 26,. PP· 234 an<l 2:n. 

274 

i.J1's last spell of hiding was over. Throughout this exccp
. Le~\' difficult period in his life and work the workcrs, the rank
UO:~til~ Party me~bers had risked their ~wn live~ to protect his. 
aP e' bad given him evef)' ~are and attenuon. ~cnm deeply appre
~ ed. chis ,varmtb of affecuon that sprang stra1ghl from the heart 
ciat . f the workmg class. 
0 NoW at last Lenin was at the headquartcrs of thc revolution - the 
smolnY. The leader of the Party had takcn the whole course of the 
armed uprising under his firm and resolute control. 

The Revolution Triumphed 

On that historie night the Smolny was a magnificent spectacle. It 
was brightly illuminated and humming with activity. Red Guards 
and represen tatives from thc rcgiments and factorics carne from ali 
parts for instructions. T he Revolutionary Military Committec was 
in continuous session on the second floor. From time to time fresh 
guards were mounted at the doors and gates. Hundrcds of mes
sengers from the Red Guards and rcvolutionary regiments came 
and went contin uously. In thc great Assembly Hall workers and 
pcasants, soldicrs and sailors had gathered as delegates to the 
Second All-Russia Congrcss of Soviets. Armoured cars, lorries and 
motor-cyclcs roared across thc square in front of the Smolny Insti
lute. Ficld-guns and machine-guns were mounted at the gates, the 
whole building was guarded by sentrics. More and more con
tingcnts of workers, young and old, marched in and placed them
selves at the dispcsal of the Rcvolutionary Military Committee. The 
bonfires blazing in the square lent a fanta$tic glow to the whole 

scene. 
Soon after Lenin's arrival at thc Smolny, dispatch-riders rode off 

to the factories, districts and military units with orders to begin the 
uprising. The workers' Red Guard detachments, sailors and regi
ments of Petrograd moved into action. A planncd and lightning
swift drive to block ali the strcets lcading to the centre of the city 
and seizc key points and governmcnt offices was launched. By the 
following morning of October 25 (November 7) all the bridges 
across the Neva, the central telcphone exchange, the telegraph 
office, the Petrograd Telcgraph Agcncy, the wireless station, the 
railway and power !;tations, the State Bank and othcr important 
huildings had bcen occupied by Red Guards, sailors and soldiers. 
\Vith thc exccption of the Winter Palace, where thc Provisional 
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Governmcn t had takcn refi 
Hc~dquarters, the whole ci;g~a:7~ ~hchPctrograd Military A 
tanat and the revolutio e ands of the armed tea 
Guards, sailors and soldº nary troops. Lenin urged that th Prole. 

iers occupy th w· e R. 
was alrcady victorious. e mter Palacc. The upris¡ed 

On the morning of o b ng 
R . '" . ceo er 25 an appeal "T h uss1a. wrmen by Lenin b . o t e Citize 
tionary Military Co . , was pu hshed on behalf of thc R ns of 

mm1ttee. It stated. "Th p . evolu 
ment has been deposed. State . e r?visional Gover . 
the organ of the Petrograd S Powf has passed mto the hand n. 
ties -the Revolutionary Mil~~1et o CoWor~ers' and Soldicrs' n:p of 
Petrograd prolctariat and th ary . mm1ttee, which heads thu. 

. · e garnson." * Th . e 
appeal was pubhshed in the Bols.h . e same mornmg thº 
(:v"o~ker and Soldier). Tele ram~ , :k newsp~per Rabochy i So!d~~ 
t1on m Petrograd were sentg t 1ª1· ut the v1ctory of the rcvolu 

At 2 35 ou ª over Russi d -. . p.m. an extraordinar m . a an lo ali fronts. 
opened m thc grcat Assemblv Hy ll er:g sºf the Petrograd Soviet 
announcement that the meet'. a º1 t e molny. Thc chairman's 
Lenin 's appearance in the }mgll wou d be addresscd by Lcnin and 
tu ¡ 1ª roused J. ubilat" d mu tuous applause from th d . ion an prolongcd 
the checring and clapping die~ deput1e~; It was a long time beforc 
revolution," said Lcnin " bo.. own. The workers' and pcasants' 

ik h 
' ª ut the neccss·t f h" v s ave always spoken h b .. ,1 y o w ich thc Bolshe-

"From now on a new 'ph a~ .eenh acc?mplished .... 
this, the third Rdssian revol ats.e m th e hJStory of Russia begins and 
t f . . U lOU S ould in th d J ' ory o soc1ahsm." * * Am ·d ' e en ead to the vic-

"L . 1 a roar of appl· L · ong hve the world s . ¡· . a use enm proclaime<l: 
B ocia ist revolution ,,, 
. Y an overwhelming majority th p · . 

lut1on written by Lenin hº h e etrograd Soviet passed a reso-
organisation discipl1ºne awd1c stresl sed the extraordinary solidarity 
h , n comp ete . . ' 

t e masses "in this unusually bl dl unamm1ty demonstratcd by 
uprising" · 00 ess and unus Il ; It expressed unshakabl ua Y successful 
ernment of workers and pe e confidence that the Soviet Gov-
s . r asants would ad . r 
ocia lSm, that thc workers of the town . va~ce stea?1astly towards 

peasantry would show firm d s m alhance w1th the poorcst 
ab l · ' comra elv discipl" d . · 

s.o ~te stnct rcvolutionarv d , . me an mamtain the 
soc1ahsm. , or er essent1al to the victory of 

. On the evening of October 25 h . . 
t10nary cruiser Aurora was fired t ed h1s~onc shot from the revolu

an t e assault on the Winter 

• • v .. J. Lcnin, Colluted Works Vol 26 
* lh1d., p. 239. ' . ' p. 236. 
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began. lt ended a few hours latcr in complete victory for the 
~ t workers, soldiers and sailors. 
ill'urg~n played a colossal role in the organisation and carrying out 
~1~ctober armed uprising. K. A. Mekhonoshin, a member of 

rJ ~evolutionary Military Committce, describes it as follows in his 
tbe J.f. s· "In the days of the October armed uprising Lenin had 

erno · rn fi U and most accurate idea of the course of the struggle at every 
~o':nent. All the reports from the positions were sent to him, as the 

tre and he always managed to give the most valuable and pre-
cen' · d. de d ·h. h · e instructions m goo time, an to ioresee anger m t 1s or t at 
CSS t in time. Comrade Lenin was the true commander-in-chief of 
~ the armed forces of the October revolution, and under his lead
ership worked a headquarters such as no commander has cver had 
before .... Lenin can boldly be called our first Red marshal." * 

Tltanks to the great Jeat of the working class and the peasants of Russia, 
accomplislted under the leadersltip of Lenin' s party, October 25 ( Nouember 
7), 1917, had become tite glorious day of the uictory of the Great October 

Socialist Revolution in Russia. 
lt was pa~t thrce in the morning on October 26 (November 8) 

when the Second All-Russia Congress of Soviets received the news 
of the capture of the Winter Palace, thc last stronghold of the coun· 
ter-revolution. The announccmcnt of thc succcssful storming of the 
Winter Palace and the arrest of the ministers of the Provisional 
Govemment was greeted with a thunderous "hurrah !" and shouts 
of joy and approval. Amid a storm of applause the Congress 
adopted the prodamation "To the Workers, Soldiers and Peas
ants !" written by Lenin, which announced the transfer of all state 
power in the capital and the provinces to thc Soviets. The Soviet 
state, a state of workers and peasants, was born. The Congress 
called upon the workers and peasants, and particularly the soldiers 
in the trenches, to defend their state from any encroachments by 

the imperialists. 
Lenin was not present at the first session of the Congress. He was 

at the Revolutionary. Military Committee directing the final oper
ations of the assault on the Winter Palace and planning the first 
steps to be taken by the Soviet government then being established . 
He had not slept for forty-eight hours. Only aftcr the capture of the 
Winter Palace and the arrest of the ministers of the Provisional 
Government, <lid Lenin leave the Smolny and go for a very short 

• lenin - the Leader of the October Revolution. Petrograd Workers' Reminiscences, 

Leningrad, 1956, p. 191 (Russ. ed.). 
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spell of slecp and rcst at the ílat of B h B . 
far away. A room had been onc - ruyev1ch, who livC'd 
he could not fall asleep. Ta~~ep:~d for Leni~ but for a long ti~Ot 
up, quietly seated himself at a ~ablee =~ ~ disturb an~one, he g:e 
on Land, which he had thought . gan to draft the Dec t 
hiding place. out m advance, while in his l~e 

On Octobcr 26, 1917 Lenin also drafi d h t 
and the formation of the k ' te t e decrees on pea 

R 
. wor ers and peas ts, ce 

uss1a. an government of 

The second and lasc session of the S 
?ovicts began in the evcning on Octob eco;6d (~11-Russia Congrrss of 
JUSt 8.4-0 when a thundering wave of c~r ovember 8). "It was 
of the presidium w1'th Len · Lecrs announced thc entrance 

' m -great en· 
stocky figure, with a big head set d ~n - ~mong them. A short 
bulging. Little e)'es a snubb' h own ~n h1s shoulders, bald and 
h h' ' · IS nose w1dc ere ~avy e m, clean-shaven now b ' . , b ne~ou~ mouth, and 
w1lh thc well-known beard f h ~t aheady bcgmnmg to bristle 
shabby clothcs, his trousers m: h is p~st and f~ture. Dresscd in 
to be the ido! of a mob loved cd too ong for h1m. Unimpressivc 
l · h , · an revncd as pe } fi 1 ' i~tory ave been. A strancre 1 . r iaps ew caders in 
virtue of intcllcct. colourl~ss p~pu ar lleader - a leader purely by 
dctached, without ~icturesq~~ '.d. umour ~ss, uncompromising and 
cxplaining profound ideas . ~ io?ncras1es - but with the po,wcr of 
situation. And combincd I~hs1mhrp e terrns, of analysing a concrete 

d 
. Wlt s ewdnes.s the . 

au acity." * This is what J h R d ' greatcst mtellectual 
days, about Len in. · 0 n ee wrote about those historical 

· ~'he first dcclaration of thc newl b . 
rat1on of peace. The rcport on eac y orn S?v1et state was a dccla-
the leader and inspirer of th p O ~ wbas delivere~ by Lenin himself, 

"Whe L . e cto er Rcvolut1on 
n cnm appeared on the platfor ,, A . 

gress delegatc rccalls "the d' m, · Andreyev, a Con-

h
. ' au ience stood up d 
im. For a long time he b an moved towards 
f was una le to becr· h' 

o round aftcr round of a 1 :::>m is speech because 
Lenin !' pp ause and shouts of 'Long live 

"The conference hall was an incr d ' bl . 
gled with thc appla use. Besides the ed J e_ s1~ht. Shouts of joy min-
lo overflowing with workcrs ld. elegate~, the hall was packcd 
building. People climbed o~' tº .~e~ an~ sailors from all ovcr the 
to_ catch a glimp.sc of Lenin st~n~!~ ow-s1lls, l~dges and chairs just 
sa1lors kepl tossing their hats a l g on th.e platform. Workers and 

. ne caps m to thc air' rifles were 

• .Tohn Reed, Ten Da•s Tliat S " hook the World, )icw York 1934 , , p. 125. 
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. ed aloft. Standing thus, the Congress listened to Lenin's reporl 

...., '' * 
011 tt ,•ing pointed out that the qucstion or peacc was the rnost pcace. 

~t a~d painful qnestion of the day, Lcnin read out his draft of u;r farnous Decree on Peacc submitted for consideration of the 
~0grcss by the Bolshevik Party. Thc declarat~on (dccree) ~alled 

Poº the peoples and governments of all the belhgcrent countnes to 
ºtart ¡rnmediate open negotiations for the conclusion of peacc with-

s ut annexations or indemnities. 
0 ¡\t the same time, Lenin's declaration stated that the Soviet Gov-
ernrncnt ·was prepared to consider any other peace terms. The 
Soviet Government proposed the immediate signing of an armistice 
for a pcriod of not lcss than thrce months in order to conclude thc 
pracc negotiations, and also lo convene confercnces of thc peop\es' 
rcprcsentatives wilh full powers to ratify Lhe terms of 

pcace. Thc declaration endcd wilh an appeal to lhe prolctariat of Brit-
ain, France and Germany to help the Russian proletariat by all
round, resolute and suprcme action "to conclude peace success-

fu\\y". When Lcnin's report had bcen discussed thc Congress unani-
mously passed its first historie dccrec the J>ecree on Peace. The De
crec on Peacc opened the way to a new type of international rela
tions that the world had nevcr known beforc. 

Lenin addresscd the Congress on yet anothcr important qucstion 

of the agenda, the question of the land. 
D uring his speech Lenin read out thc draft of thc Decrce on 

Land, subrnitted to the Congress by the Bolshevik Party for approv
al. By this decree the landcd estates were to be abolished forthwith 
without any compensation and turncd over w thc vo\ost ;,.} Land 
Committees and the uyezd Soviets of Peasan ts' Dcputies. 

Lenin proposed inc\uding in the Decree on Land a ''Peasant 
Mandatc on che Land" :.5 by which "private ownership of tite land shalf 
be abolished for ever". Al\ land should be given over to thc use of the 
working people and could ncither be bought nor sold. Lands 
(es tates) on which high-level scientific farming was practised wcre to be 
convcrted in to model farms and turncd over for "exclusive use to 
the state or to the communes, depend ing on the size and importance of 
such lands" . T he "Peasant Mandate" instituted Jand tenure on an 
cqualitarian basis, i. c., the land should be distributed among thc 

* A.A. An<lreyev, Vladimir llyic/1 f,enin , Moscow, 1965. pp. 23-24 (Russ. cd.) . 
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working peoplc " in conformit, wí h l· 
tcncc standard" 56 d d' ) t ª abour standard or a 

Explaining th' cpe~ mg cm local conditions. subsis. 
e necesmy of in ¡ d. h " 

which had becn drawn u b e u m_g _t e Peasant Mandatc" 
Decree on Land Lenin s~d. ~,gie S?c1ahst-Revolutionaries in th' 
As a democratic' govcrnmen; we o~s lt m~tter who drew th~rn u ~ 
masses of the people, even thou h ~not ign~rc the d:cision of th~ 
fire of expcrience applying thcgd e ~ay dJSagree w11h it. In lh 

1 
' · ecree m pra t' d e 

out ocally, thc pcasants will th l e ice, an carryina i't r E · emse ves realise h '"' 
ies.... xpenence is the best teacher an . .· w ere thc truth 
~et thc peasants solve this probl fi d it w1H show who is ri~ht 
it from thc othcr. Expericnce wi~[° r~m one end and we shall solv~ 
general strcam of rcvolutiona ' cr ob~1~e ~s to ?raw cogcther in the 
new statc forms. We must be I') uid~Jl\.C, work, _m the elaboration of 
complete freedom to th g . bz expenence; we must allow 

l 
. . · e creat1ve fac 1 · 1. ,¡fe had fully confirmed 1 en1'11' t • ·¡ . u tJes o the masses. ,, * 

1 
' s un hant se· · 'fi · · ~uent y thc peasants themselws l .. d ic~~I IC ms1ght. Subse-

s1stcnce" standards accord. . , a >an .oned the labour" and "sub-
. ' mg to wh1ch the I· d . . 

among the farms and in res-po . h an was distnbutrd 
Pa t 1 . , .. nsc to t e call f h C 
. r y vo untanly adoptcd collective f o ~ e ommunist 

t10nally-owncd land Th C orms of farm mg on the na-. e ongress º1'e ·t d L . ' , 
on Land with Joud appla . d 0 e ~ .enm s draft of thc Dccree 

d 
. use an passcd it \' th 1 

an eight abstentions. "1 on Y one vote against 

Leni11'.s Decree nn úmd \·vas of th . 
Bolshcv1k Party's campaig11 t .· e greatesl importance in thc 

o wm over com l l 
peasan try to the support of th k' pete y thc Russian 
1 

. e wor mg clas d · 
t 1e v1ctory of the social1'st 1 . s an m consolidaling A · rcvo ut10n , 

t the same session the All-R .. . Co 
a workers' and pcasants' S . Guss1a ngress of Soviets formed 
Com"':issars, with Lenin at i~v1;:ad ºiemment- the Council of People's 
Russ1a Central Executive Co : he Congress elected the All-

I mm1ttee 
t was past five in thc m . . 

when to shouts of "L r ornmg on October 27 (Novembcr 9) 
. '" ong ive the revolutio '" "L . 
ism . and the strains of the l . n . ' ong live social-
Congress of Soviets concluded ítsn~~~fio~~e the. Second All-Russia 
and land and on the formaf f . . e Lenm decrees on peacr 
Congf'ess adoptcd pla)ied ª10 kn· o ¡ª ~ov1et Government which thc 
1 . f ey ro e m st e l . . s up o the proletarial and b 'ld' . r ngt ienmg the d1ctator-

gates immediately left for lhcu1 i~g socialism. The Congress delc-
d , provmces to help d 

an peasants power througl1out R . sprca the workers' uss1a. 

* V. l. Len in, Co/lected Workf Vol 26 · · · ' PP· 260 and 261. 
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On the International Significance 
of the October Revolution 

i,enin saw the historie significance which the October Socialist 
R ,.

0
Jution held for the whole world primarily in the fact that it 

eerthrew the political püwer of thc bourgeoisie and the land
ov ·ners, smashed their stale machine, established a dictatorship of 
0~~ proletariat, based on the alliance of thc working class and toil
~ng peasantry, ovcr one-sixth of thc globc, and affirmed the power 
oí the Soviets of Workers', Soldiers' and Peasants' Dcputies, which 
c0nstituted gcnuinely popular rule and a higher form of democracy. 
"Soviet power, the Soviet republic - this is what the workcrs' revo
Jution has put in place of bourgeois democracy, this is thc form of 
transition from capitalism to socialism, the form of thc dictatorship 

of thc proletaria t." * 
The Octobcr Revolution sho'l>ved that l.t was impossible to put an 

end to capitalism and start building socialism without putting an 
end to the bourgeois statc, the dicta.torsh ip of the bourgeoisie, with
out rcplacing it by thc dictatorship or the proletariat. 

Lenin pointed out that the October Rcvolution had for the first 
time in history liquidated the capitalists' and landowner.;' "sacred 
rights" to prívate º"vnership oI' the mcans of production . For the 
first time in history the working dass, ali thc people of toil, had 
bccome masters of their country. All its riches, the land and its 
mineral deposits, the factories, the railways and banks had bccome 

thc property of the working people. 
Lcnin saw a great achicvement of the October Rcvolution in the 

fact thar it had proclaimed and pul into practice in Russia a policy 
of genuine national cquality, had proclaimcd the right of thc pre
viously oppressed peoples to their national sovercignty, had un
folded before them broad opportunities for economic, political and 
cultural development, for the broadcning and strengthening of 
brotherly friendship on the basis of socialism. 

The October Revolution had crcatcd thc most just political and 
social system on earth, a system based on genuinc equality, on real 
freedom. lts great and humane ideas inspire the working pcople, all 
progressive humanity in the struggle for a bright future. 

Lcnin regarded the October Revolution as an inspiring example 
of the workers' and peasants' most resolutc and dedicated struggle 

* V. l. Lcnin, Collected Works, Vol. 29. p. 564. 
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againsl the ~mpcrialist war, and for pcace among thc nations. "
7 fir~t Bolshev~k revolutzon has wres~cd ti~ f!rst hundred million peop/e :e 

th1s earth from the dutchcs of 1mpenahst war and the irnperiar f 
Id S b 1 . " L . d. d .. ·11 ISt wor . u sequent revo ut1ons, cnm pre tete , w1 deliver th 

rest of mankind from such wars and from such a world.'' ¡ 
Thc socialist revolution in Russia shook thc edifice o[ world cap·. 

talism to its foundations; the world had split up into two oppo
5
¡
11

1 

systcms, thc struggle between socialism and imperialism had 
become the pivot of world politics; world capitalism had entered 
the period of its general crisis. 

A state that. put. into e1:ect new principies of equality, friendship 
and co-operat1on m rclat1ons between peoples and countries had 
cntercd the international arena for the first time. Humanity had 
gaincd a reliable bastion in its struggle against wars of aggression, 
in its dforts to ensure peace and intcrnational securily. 

Lenin regarded thc leadership given by the Communist Party as 
a cardinal factor in the victory of the Octobcr R evolution. It was 
the Party, headed by Lenin, that was always in the vanguard of the 
working class, that arrncd the movement with a scientifically based 
programme of struggle, correct strategy and tactics, and political 
slogans that could be understood by the broad masses of thc peoplc. 
I t was che Party that forged the alliance of the working dass and 
the toiling pcasantry and converted il into the invinciblc force of 
thc socialist revolution. The Party struck a crushing blow at thc 
Mensheviks and the Socialist-Revolutionaries, and cxposed thrir 
complete desertion to thc camp of the countcr-revolutionary bour
geoisie. The people realised thc counter-revolutionary nature of the 
Socialist-Revolutionaries and the :\itensheviks and became con
vinced that thc Bolshevik Party was the only party that kept ils 
word, that it was the only party that was waging a sclfless strugglc 
to abolish ali forms of oppression and exploitation and to save the 
country from thc catastrophe that threatcned it. 

The Octobcr Socialist Revolution, Lenin pointed out, had a trc
mcndous revolutionising effect on the working class of Europe and 
of the wholc world. The proletarians, the working people, progres
sive men and women all over the world acclaimed the victory of 
the socialist revolution in Russia. There was not a single working
class organisation in the world, said Lenin, wherc the Soviet dccrees 
on pcace, on land, on the nationalisation of the banks, and the 
othcr dccrees of October were not grected with enlhusiasm. Th<' 

* V. l. Lcnin, Colltclt,d Wurks, Vol. 33, p. 57. 
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. ¡·r b · built in Russia tircd l f the new sociahst ne cing . 
hic examp e o k. k in ali countnes. 

graP ts of the \•lor mg pcop . l . . Russia marked the vic-
tbt' hear f ti e socialisl revo ut1011 m f L . . 

'fhe vicrory .º 1 , . orv over reformism, the victory o en~1sm 
f revoluttonary the , d d the modern internauonal 

f\ o , It engen ere f 'º . Social-Democrac). , k. g class at thc centre o 
er I laced the wor m 

ov muillst movement. t P f the world communist move-
c0rn modern age. The development o f thc ideas of the October 
the d. nder the banner o . d h 

ent is procee mg u f h O tober Revolution convmce t e 
~evolution. T~e example o te~ it cneeded a party of a new t".'p.e, 

Id proletanat of how mu . . d with Marxist-Lemmst wor . l . narv acuon cqu1ppe . 
Partv of revo utio , 'fh Octobcr Revolutton con-a 1 h ¡ d the masses. e . 

theory, a party t at ea s . th that the principie of prolet~nan 
lusively proved the ;\farx.Ist trhu d 1 pmcnt of the internat10nal 

e 1· . la,•: of t e eve o . . . 
. ternationa 1sm is a · .. te of all its v1ctoncs. in . ment the prcrequ1s1 . 
·•orking-class move , . d i· ed a "cry powerful blow '~ . . 1 · · Russ1a e ivcr • 

The soc1alist revo ut10~. m . r . As Lcnin said on many occa-
at the colonial systcm of _impcrd1a ihsm.Octc>ber Rcvolution awakened 

F. W ld War an t e d f h sions, the irst . o: d t4 ll part of the general floo o t e 
tl)c East and made it once an or a . a So"iet republic on 

• J • • • t By settmg up • 
world revolutionary movemen . d As. bctwcen the "Vcst and thc 
thc junction between Euro_pc a~ Ir di~, its banner the proletarian
East, thc Oc to her ~evolut10n ra ic{. h o 'Vest and the national libe-

. · ¡ ·t movcment o t e v · 
rcvolut1onary socia IS les of all countrics oppressed .b.y m:ire-
ration movemcnt o~ the peoph O. ber Revolution thc cnsIS oí the 
rialism. Alter the v1ctory of t e clo 
imperialist colonial system began_. d p a new era in thc his-

1 · · Russ1a opcne u 
Thc socialist revo ut1on lll 11 f capt· talism and the asser-

. d h a of the co apsc o . 
1
. 

tory of mankm - .t ~. cr . , It " has charted the road to socia ISi:1 
tion of a ne,.,•, soc1ahst soc1et). h ''º the bourgeoisie that thcir 
for the whole world and ha~, ! o ~ 

. h · · ng to an end · Id · tnump IS COffil ak l' k ·n the chain of wor 1mpe-
Russia of 1917 was the '."'e Rest. m ·as1 thc most active force of the 

k. ¡ m uss1a w . . ,r · 
rialism. The '~or mg e ass . h eriod of the general crisis ºJ capi-
world revolutionary ?rocess m t e f the First \Vorld War and thc 
talism which began m the yelarsl .º ·<.:al i·ncvitability of the victory 

' l · Hence t 1e uston . · · f t October Revo ut10n. . he building of a soc1ahst soc1ety' irs 
of the socialíst revolut1on. and l ,. h of the earth's surface. 

. R . a on one-s1xt h d 
and foremost, m uss1 , t h·1storical experiencc s owe ' 

d subsequen · {' 
As Lcnin foresaw an . . October Sociali!';t Rcvolution are o 

the basic f eatures of thc Grcat 

• V. l. Lcnin, Collected Works , Vol. 28, p. 44. 
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not only spccifically national but also . 
tancc. They have found ~mbodim gern:ral, mteri:ational irnpo 

cm?al~ked on the path of socialist re~:~uti~n c~:~trth1es bth·a¡t ha:~ 
socia 1sm. e u1 ding 

Th "d Of e 1 eas of the October Revoluti . . . 
leading ideas of our da on,. communist ideas, are h 

h
. . y, the great creative force of m d t e 
IStO?). o ern World 

"The revolutionary cause started b . h G 
Revolution is broadening out _.'J t e reat October Socialist 
Socialism is thc present for hu~l:eºd:1~~ s~r~nger and triumphing. 
morro"~ fo~ the wholc of mankind." * milhons of people and the 

Th~ ~ce is brokcn, lhc way clear the h . 
and v1v1d phrase that Len in used t' pat b~azed - "~as the terse 
canee of the Great October S . º1· deRfine the .mternat1onal signifi

' ocia 1st evolution. 

• Fiftieth Armivmary ef the Great O . . 
Central Committt'<' of Lhe CPSU • ctober Social1st Revo/ution. Thescs of the 

, ivfoscow, 1970, p. 3. 
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Cltapur Ten 

1'flE GREAT FOUNDER OF THE SOVIET STATE 

Victory will belong only to those who have faith 
in the people, those who are immersed in the 
life-giving spring of popular creativity. 

Len in 

A new period in the life and work of Vladimir Ilyich Lenin 
began with the victory of the Great October Socialist Revolution. 
Now that he was at the hdm of the proletarian statc, it was bis task 
to lead the Bolshevik Party and the Soviet pcoplc in the struggle to 
accomplish the historie tasks of thc dictatorship of the working 

class, to build socialism. 

Introduction of Socialist Economic Refonns 

The proletariat of Russia began thc building of socialism in 
extremely complex and difficult circumstanccs. Thc war continued 
to devasta te and exhaust the country. The dcposed exploiters, land
owners and capitalists, frantically resisted thc dictatorship of the 
proletariat. They were supported by international capital. The ene
mies of the revolution had staked heavily on undermining Soviet 
power from within, by using the Socialist-Revolutionaries and Men
sheviks and also opportunist elements in the Bolshevik Party itself. 
The M ensheviks and Socialist-Revolutionaries acted as dircct agents 
of the deposed exploiting classes in their strugglc agaínst Soviet 
power. Seeking to divert Russia from the path of socialist revolution 
and establish a bourgeois-parliamentary systcm, they dcmanded the 
formation of a new, so-called "all-Socialist govcrnmcnt" from 
representatives of various partics - "from thc Bolsheviks to the 
Popular Socialists" -in which they would play the decisive part. 

The Central Committee's message "To All Party Members and 
to All the Workin~ Classes of Russia", writtcn by Lenin, strcssed 
that at the Secund All-Russia Congress of Soviets thc Bolshevik 
Party had won a majority and that only a govcrnment formed by 

285 



this party cxpresscd the will of the -Congress and was a Sovi<'t G 
ernment; thc Congrcss had approved the Bolshevik compositio ov._ 
the Council of Pcople's Cúmmissars. l'\evertheless, contrar) ton ~f 
allegations of the bourgeois hacks who were shouting in chol e 
about Bolshevik "intractabilily" and "intolerance", the Bolshe\~~s 
stated they would agree "to share power with the minorit) in th s 
Soviets, providcd that minority loyally and honestly undertake te 
submit to che majority and carry out the programme, approved by th~ 
whole Second All-Russia Congress of Soviets, for gradual, but firm 
and undeviating stcps towards socialism". * On these conditions the 
Bolsheviks invited the Left Socialist-Revolutionaries 57 to entrr the 
government. After considerable vacillation, the Left Socialist-Revo. 
lutionaries, afraid of losing their influence over the peasantry, 
entcred thc Council or Pcople's Commissars in December 1917. 

The Mcnshevik and Socialist-Rcvolutionary partics continucd to 
exist for a time. But ali thesc petty-bourgeois panies disgraced 
themsclves by collaborating with the dcposed exploiter classes and 
the imperialist intervcntionists, by Laking an active part in amwd 
struggle against thc peoplc, against the Soviet Republic. Whcn the 
civil war was ovcr, the Menshevik and Socialist-Revolutionary 
leaders joined thc countcr-revolutionary underground or emigrated; 
many rank-anci-file mcmbers of the Mcnshevik and Socialíst-Rc•vo
lutionary partir-~ brokc with thcir politically bankrupt lcaders, and 
sorne of them, particularly those who were workers, later joincd the 
Communist Party. 

That onl) onc political pany, the Communist Party, remaincd in 
the country is explained by the fact that the pctty-bourgcois par
ties of lhc Menshcviks and Socialist-Revolutionaries dcfinítely joined 
forces with the counter-rcvolulion and suffered a total political 
dcfeat. Only the Communist Party acted as the true champion of 
the intercsts of the working peo ple, as their lcader; only this party 
gained indisputable authority among the people and earned thc 
trust and affection of the whole nation. 

In principie, Lcnin was far from treating the one-Party systcm as 
an essentíal feature of the dictatorship of the proletariat. He 
emphasised, however, that evcn if severa! parties existed, thc dicta
torship of the proletariat presupposed that the leading role should 
bclong to one party - thc Comrnunist Party, which should hold the 
majority of posts in thc government. An essential condition for thc 
participation of thc represcntativ_es of other parties in the govern-

* V. I. Lt-nin , Co/lecled Wnrks. Vol. 26, p. 307. 
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} ld acknowledge the dictatorship of the pro-
h t thev s lOU · i· 

t \,·as t a , . . f the transition to socia ism. 
inen. and the necess1ty o fi ·d by the expcricnce of the 
tetat'ª~n's conclusions have been con i~mc •hcre in addition to the 

Lent . s in severa! countnes, \\ . 
sacialist r~~o;:;~; other democratic parties ex1st. . October the 

nunuolS h · r, they had won 10 ' 
c,o }'laving conso\idated tS \~:~~c;vernment channelled the energies 
Solshevik Part)'. and ~he ~at tasks of creating the ncw state and 
of the people mto _t e gr h and appeals Lenin called upon the 
social system. In h1s speec ~~e affairs of ~tate themsclves, to rally 
working people to mana~c e e them to show initiative and act 

d the Soviets, to re1morc . ' 
ro un 
· dcpendently. . f · the party and thc work
Ul Onc of the immediatc tasks coün ronbungRevolution was to destroy 

h . t . ' of th<:> cto er . 
. g class after t e v1c .or) . h" e and set up a new Soviet 
in . l d . r state mac in . . . 
the old bourgems: an own;.h t al bodies of administrat1on, the 
Sta te machine in its place. e cen r d r l cnin's direct guidance. 

· · . · . · ·re set up un e ' · l 
People's comm1ssa1 iats, we . d l ted thc lcading pcrsonnc . 

h . ro<tramrncs an se ec r l 
He drew up t eir p n vork to build thc new state. fhc pro e-

lt was despcrately hard ' f. The workers and peas-
1.1- d 'onnel o 1ts own. . . 

tariat had no qua 1 ie_ per:s f from thc yokc of expl01tati?n 
ants who had only JUSt bro~en reef 'crnment. The difficult1es 

' h d expenencc o gO\ · . · and tyrannv, a no I' th . hour(Teois intell1gents1a, 
. · . b l f t that part o ( "' were mult1phed '/ t ie ac •. · de every attempt to sabotage 

the top civil servant'> and ofüc1alSs, n:1ª Governmcnt. The Party sent 
d 'rt ken bv tbc '" ov1et , i· d thc measures un e a · . · l . pparatus and en 1ste . h s ,1ct govcrnmen a 

it~ bcst forces mto t e º' . d men from the common 
h d · o1 meo an wo 

thousands upon l ousan s. . the Soviet state. 
people in the work of bwldmU up ts to get rid of thc "old, absurd, 

Lenin urged thc people at ~ cos . d' ·e" that only the so-callcd 
savage despicable and disgustmgh~r<]hU Jgcers-on werc fitted to rule ' ,, * h . h and t eir an ' 
"upper classes ' t e ne k d-file workers and peasants 

· · d th· t the ran -an h thc countrv. He ms1ste a . . t1'ona\ work provided t ey 
' bl f ~ mmg orgamsa . 1 werc fully capa e o pe or r h an naturc and pracnca 

wcre lit~rate, ~ad ª. knowl:dge 0 :~he start," he said, ?iving 
experience. "D1fficult1es may cr~p uhp. pabilitics "due to made-

l fidence in t e1r ca ' . b 
the ordinary peop e con l 1· , ct1'cal govcrnment, which has cen 

· · B t the art o pra , * quate trammg. u . . . be mastered.' * 
l. d h" the bourgeo1s1e, rnust monopo ise J • 

* V. l. LenirL Col/ected Works, Vol. 26, p. 409. 

** !bid., p. 342. 
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On on.c occasion, sorne workin mcn who 
to posts 111 one of che Peopl , Cog . . had Leen appo· Id hí h es mm1ssanats carne 1 tnteq 
to m t e~ we.rc gelling poor results. Could to ,enin an 
factory? Lenm . hstened attentively and said: t~:y hgo back to the~ 
emed a slatc e1ther, but the Party d h ave ne, er g . 
me with this work and 1 have got to J:cl ~:eople have entrus~~~ 
you to do the same " , at trust, I recomrn L . , . end 

emn s appcals drew an eager response fro 
peasants. Under che lcadership of the Bol h ik mp thc workers and 
mastcred thc art of govcrnment L . s ev arty they steadilv 
genuine peoplc's Soviet state pri~ar~~t~n saw the . s~rength of th~ 
foundations in the ded· d y the stab1hty of its soc·· 1 . , icate support of th . ia 
the1r high lcvel of political consc1·0 s e workmg people, in 

Th s · G u. ness e ov1et overnmenl at onc . . . · . 
satisfy thc vital needs of lh: . ek m1ttatcd measures designed to 
th . . . . - f. wor crs and 1)e· d . 

eir cond1t1on. It consolidated the ain- f asants an improve 
and was a powerful instrument . g rr s .º thc ?ctober Rcvolution 

h I 
m euectmg radical s , · 

c angcs. n the course of a lew , , . ,ocm-econornic 
and serfdom - landed es tates t. I ""e~sl, lhe surv1vals of feudalisrn 

.. · , le socia estat ¡ · wome~, and national opprcssion-were ¡- .. es, t 1e mcquality of 
of social lile. the chu l e Jmmated from all SJ>hcres 

' re l was separat d f h 
school from the church e rom t e state, and the 

Thc Party ar1d ti s · · le ov1et Government .d 
to lhc carrying out of ti D pat enormous atlcntion 

l . 1e ccree cm Land. 
n a couutry possessing so man . n . . . 

of Soviet power depended l y at10naht1es as R ussia the fa te 
· . . o a great extent on h . h 

nat10nahtir.s was handlcd L . ow t e problcm o{ · · enm regarded the · 00¡· · · 
oppress1on as one of che ' ª 1t10n ot national .,. most urgen t tasks of h · · 
. In fhe Declaration of Rights f h p t e soc1ahst rcvolution. 

hshed on Novembcr 3 1917 , 1 ~ t e. coples of Russia", pub
proclaimed the equalit~ and ' t ~e . ouncil of People's Commissars 

h 
. . ' SO\·ere1gnty· of the l f 

t etr nght to free self-dete . . peop es o Russia. rmmat1on up to a d . l dº 
and formation of indepc d 

11 
me u mg secession 

11 ent states th b r . ' 
and national-rcligious privilc es and ' ~ ~ 0 

Itlon of all national 
opment of thc national . g . . restnctions, and the free devd-

b
. . mmont1es and ethn h. 1 1tmg the tcrritory of R . · TI . o~ap ica groups inha-
. d ussia. · 1at the Sov1 t G 

nise this right in pract· e overnmcnt recocr-

c 
. . ice was shown b h d . . /"'.> 

ounc1l of People's Comm · . Y t e ec1s1on of thc ' issars, m answer to th F . 1 G 
ment s req uest, on rccognition of f º l , . e mn1s l overn-
p~rsonally prcsentcd thi~ decision of 1t~ ang s m.de~endence. Lenin 
m1ssars to thc head of thc F. . 1 G e ouncil of Peoplc's Com-

. mms 1 ovcrnment Th S · 
ment annullcd the robbe t . . · · e ov1ct Govern -r reat1cs conccrnmg colonial and . . scmi-co-
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·al countries, which tsarist R ussia had concluded with other 

l,oPI rialist pawers. 
if11¡>Caving given the peop~es of R~ia the right. to sclf-<letcrmi~a-
. ti the Bolsheviks explamed that 1t was essennal for the workmg 
p0n. le of all nations to be united in thc struggle for the victory of 
r~cialist revolution, that the principie of self-<letermination must 
bee subordinated to the principies of socialism. We give all peoples, 

'd Lenin, the right to arrange their lives in their own way, and :Id out to the working people of all nations a brotherly hand for 
c0rnmon struggle against the bourgeoisie. 

Lenin's national palicy gaincd Soviet power the confidencc of 
rnany rnillions of working people of the formerly oppressed national
ities, brought the peoples of Russia together, and laid the founda
tions of a multi-national socialist state. 

As soon as the October Revolution dawned, thc working class of 
Russia set about building a socialist way of lifc. ln his speeches and 
articles Lenin empha.sised the creative, constructive character of the socialist 

revolution. 
Developing Marx's propositions on the socialisation of property 

as thc cconomic basis of socialism, Lenin defined the ways and 

forros of its creation. 
He regarded the organisation of workers' control over all enter-

prises without exccption as one of the essential conditions. The set
ting up of workers' control over social production and distribution 
of products played a great part in safeguarding the cntcrprises from 
destruction by the capitalists, and in training the workers to 
manage production when industry was nationalised . 

When they encountered opposition from thc capitalists, or ran 
into other obstacles, the workers oftcn appealed to Lenin for help. 
He listened attentively to their requests and suggestions, questioned 
them about the mood of the workers, the situation at the factories, 
explained to them how to effect control ovcr production and run 
the factories properly, and urged them to act boldly, in a revolu
tionary manner, and put a stop to sabotage by the capitalists. He 
strove to give the workers a clear understanding of the tasks of the 
dictatorship of the proletariat and pointed out that now that power 
had passed in to the hands of the working class it was responsible for 

the fate of the country. 
Lenin liked to chat with thc workers. He shared sorne of his in-

nermost thoughts with them, and their ideas and reasoning always 
interested him very much. Thcy gave him a yardstick by which to 
check his own deductions and plans. And for the workers these 
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meetings and conversations with L . 
hi h h 

emn were a spJ dº 
w e strengt cned their faith . h . . . . .en id sch 
power. m t e mvmc1b11ity of S ~I, 

"I l f ov
1
et 

et the Smolny," a railway worker who vi . . 
days recalls, " feeling sure that the l . s1ted Lenm in tho 
that there was no one els . h revo ut1on was in safe hands se 
k h e m t e- world like lly" h anct 

new t. e working man's heart Jike he <lid " * ic ' no onc who 
Startmg out from the idea that . . 

pu~lic ownership ought to be a lan:e~ational econom~ based on 
sett1~g up an economic centre fo; the wh~tonomy' Lenm proposed 
letanan organ for regulating th e country. The first pro 
S c.• • e country's econo • 

uprem<.> c-.conom1c Council a bod ' fc my was the 
the Council of People's Co ' . ) Lor~ed b~, and responsible 10 
S mm1ssars. enm gmded th k • 

uprcme Economic Council d k . e wor of the 
prcsidium. an too part m the meetings of its 

Lenin considercd the nationalisation of th . 
stcp towards socialism O h. . . e banks an important · · n is mstruct10ns the t. ¡· . 
pnvatc banks was carricd o t na 10na isat1on of the 
of the decrec, so ¡hat th~ bou un~~pehctedly, before the publication 
h . urgeolSle ad no ch f . h 

t eir money. Nationalisation f th anee o w1t drawing 
socialisation of sharc capital o d \ ban~s was ~ccompanied by 
thc bourgcoisie The So · an t e big depos1ts belonging to 

fi 
. v1ct state turned th b k r ._ 

mancial stronghold of the b . . . e an s, iormerly the . · ourgeolSie mto an · . . 
accountmg and control. ' apparatus oi soc1ahst 

. By thc spring of 1918, a considerable 
m Petrograd and Moscow the Ural number of larger cnterprises 
been taken ovcr by the S ' . s and the Donets coalfield had 

f 
ov1et state The rail b 

erty o ~he "':'hole peoplc. With Lecin's .w_ays . ecame the prop-
the Nauonahsation of the M h F partic1pation the Decree on 
b h G ere ant leet was dr y t e overnmcnt. Forcign trad b awn up and passcd 
all foreign loans contracted b . te . ecame a state monopoly and 
· )' sar1sm and h b 

s10nal Government werc annull _t e ourgeois Provi-
stranglehold of foreign capital. ed, thus freemg Russia from thc 

. The Soviet Government conducted . 
b1g capitalists. With regard t d' ª pohcy of expropriating thc 
the intention was to transfor; .me i~m- an? small-scale industry 
Partial compcnsation for fi ith gra ually mto socialist industry. 

d H 
irms t at were nat' i · d 

ere · owever sabotage b h . . t0na ise was consid-
t ' Y t e cap1tahsts and tl · · ¡ 
anee to workers' control com elled h S . ~ 1e1r v10 ent resis-p t e ov1et Governmcnt to accel-

*. About llyich. A collcction of articl . . . 
Lernngrad , 1924, p. 45 (Russ. ed.). es, remm1scences, papers and other mal('rials, 
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pationalisation of industry, and to do so by coniiscatíng 

~ list property. caPlta uorerbalance petty-bourgcois conceptions of socialism Lenin 
fo ~o that by its nature large-scale machine industry rcquires 
~1. ation on a statc level. And this is preciscly what the working 
saOª 15 N · l r " . ed" b of Russia did. i ot a smg e iactory was appropnat y 
c1ass te bodies of workers; they wcre all made thc property of the 
~: state an_d put at its disposal, thus becoming the property of 

tbe whole nauon. 
Socialist nationalísaúon brought with it a fundamental change in 

tbe character of the production relations. Exploitation was abol
. hed, the workers began to work for the1r own bencfit, for the 
~nefit of society, the people. "For the first time aftcr centuries of 
workíng for others, of forced labour for the cxploiter," Lenin wrote, 
"it has become possible to work .for oneself and moreovcr to employ 
all the achievemcnts of modern Lechnology and culture in one's 

work.» * 'fhe bourgeoisie and thc landm·vners, with thc scrvile support of 
the Menshcv1ks and the Socialist-Revolutionaries, refused to submit 
to thc wíll of the majority of the peoplc and put up savagc resis
tancc to thc measures takcn by the Soviet Government. Egged on 
by international imperialism, thcy resorted to every means, includ
ing armed action against Soviet powcr, to strangle thc revolution 
and restore the old regime. The victorious prolctariat had to crush 
this resistance by the depased exploiting classes. 

Lenin emphasised more than once that it was sabotage and ter
rorism on the part of the bour?;eoisic that compcllcd the Soviet 
Government to take stcrn retaliatory measures, including cvcn terror
ism. We are against civil war, Lenin explaincd. But civil war con
tinues, the overthrown exploiters are waging war agaínst the 
workers and peasants. How can we stop taking mcasurcs to put 
down an enemy that has not stopped its counter-revolutionary 

actions. 
Newspapers calling for open resistance or disobedience to the 

workers' and peasants' government werc banned. The Soviet Gov
ernment took decisive measures to check the counter-rcvolutionary 
sabotage organised by the Constitutional-Democrats, the Menshe
viks and the Socialist-Revolutionaries. The rcvolts of the upper 
strata of the Cossacks on the Don and in the U rals were crushed by 

force of arms. 
* V. L Lenin, Collected Works. Vol. 26, p. 407. 

19• 291 



'_'\Vhen a rcvolutionary class," said L . "' . 
erued classcs that offcr resistancc th en~n, ts fightmg the pr 
And we shall crush the resistance ~f te rcs1stan~e must be crushºl>· 
same means as thcy used to e h hhe properued classes, using l'hd. 
have been inventcd "* rus t e proletariat - no other rn' t e · ean 

A workers' and peasants' m T . ~ 
Soviet power t . . i ma was sel up in the first d 
poli~, which inº t:ª~:~~:~l~~v~lutio~ary public order. linlikª:\~f 
Soviet militia, as Len in emphasi~~mes stands above the ~eoplc , th e 
and serve~ ,the people. e ' expresses the people s inceres~ 

At Lenm s suggestion, a special bod . . 
ary Commission for Combat" C y, the All-Russ1a Extraordin 
was set up in Deccmber 1917mglt ounhter-dRevolution and Salxnag•: 
. B ¡ · · was ea ed b F 1 · D . '·' 
a o shev1k of long stand. d y e ix zerzhmsky 
Party. Thc work of' ti mE~ .ªn o~e of the fincst leaders of the' 

. . 1e xtraordmarv Com . . . . 
strc.ssed ' was dJrected by the Par , , m1ss1on' as Lruin 
Soviet Govcrnment. ty Central Committcc and the 

Lenin's decrccs on thc j udiciar' l· 'd h . 
Peoplc's Courts which b . . . ) ,1_1 t e foundalion of thc new 

. ' . ecame an mstrum t f¡ . 
workmg peoplc and for ed . 1 . en or protectmg rhC' 

'fh . . ucatmg t 1em m the . . f' 
e historie decrec on the or . . spmt o socialism. 

ants' Red A. gamsat10n of the \Vorkers' and p 
1my, passed bv thc Co .1 eas-

January 15, 1918, was dr~wn u un~ of Pc?~le's. Co~missars on 
Lcnin dcscribed the first ph un er Lemn s direct10n. 

S 
· · · mont s 'Úter O b ov1et power marched tr'u h , cto er as a time \-vhen 

S 
. i mp ant across the land I f' 

' ov1et power was establ 'sh d . h . . n a ew weeks, 

d 
1 e m t e central • · · 

an over nearly the whole of s·b ·. h rcg1o:°s, m thc l'rals 
East of Russia. Lenin kept k i ena, t e Transbaikal and the f ar 

l 
. . a een eve on the cou f h . 

revo uuon m the national , rse o t e soc1alist 
d d fr areas where the R . ren ere aternal aid to th • ' k. uss1an working clac;s 

in thcir struggle for rb . e woBr mg people of other nationaliti<'S 
. . i erauon. v March 1918 S . 

v1ctonous almost through h . . ' ov1et power was 
B 1 . out t e Ukrame and . B 1 

a tic provinces, Turkestan and Baku. m ye orussia, the 

The tremendous pace of work b 
extremcly overtired Kr k egan to tell on Lenin; he becamc 

· ups aya urged h · 
country for a few days With . im to go away to the 
so becausc he hoped ¡~ calm ;~eat redl~ctance he agreed, only doing 
abl · r roun JllO'S awav from tb · 

e to wnte the articlcs he could nott> fi : e c1ty to be 
Smolny. On Dccember 23 th , C ·¡ _md time to tackle in thc 
a decision to grant Lenin ~ fe:. ;u~?1 1 ~f _Pcople:s Commissars took 

• V. I. ays eavc. Lenm spent them with 
Lenin, Colluted Works Vol 26 , . ' p. 354. 
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·r. and sister Maria at a sanatorium in Finland. Hcrc he wrote 
blll Wl eJlder the title of "From a Publicist's Diary ( fhemes for Elab
p0t~ ~)'' the artides "How to Organise Competition ?" , "Fear of 
orat~lla~sc of che Old and the Fight for the Ncw", and the draft 
tbe e on the consumen;· communes. Thcse articles and notes, 
d~.reh werc published sorne time latcr, shov' that as early as 
;~mber 1917 Lei;iin was '~ork~g h~!-d on the probl~ms of buil~
. s0cialism. In his splend1d art1cle How to Orgamse Compet1-
~gn ; .. he formulated severa} ideas and propositions that he after
u:rds developed in his pamphlet The lmmediate Tasks of the Soviet 
~vernment and other works: on socialist competition and the dcvel
oprnent of the .ini~iative of the workers ~nd ali worki.ng p~ople in 
creative, orgamsauonal work, on thc scttmg up of nat1on-w1de con
trol over the production and distribution of products, and also on 
dernocratic centralism in state and cconomic construction. 

By December 28, Lenin was back in Pctrograd. Lenin and 
Krupskaya celebratcd thc first Soviet New Y car with thc workers of 
the Vyborg District. The party was organiscd in thc hugc hall of 
the Artillcry School. Lenin, who was joyfully grcetcd by 
ali present, madc a short spcech. He talkcd about how the workers 
should organise thcir lives under Soviet power. Whcn he concluded, 
he was given a trcmendous ovation. Four workers graspéd the legs 
of the chair on which he was sitting, picked it up and lifted him 
shoulder high. Then there wa:s a concert and dancing, Lcnin had 
tea and chatted, and presently he and Krupskaya withdrew quietly, 
so that their departurc should not spoil thc general fun. For long 
afterwards they retained warm memorics of that New Year's eve 

spent with the workers. 
T he next day, January 1, 1918, Lenin spokc to the first cchelons 

of the socialist army which were leaving for thc front. On his way 
back from the meeting the car in which he was driving was fired 
upon bv terrorist counter-revolutionaries. The Swiss Communist 
Fritz PÍatten, who was with him, pulled Lenin' s hcad clown 
quickly. Platten was slightly wounded; Len in, fortunately , escaped 

unharmed. 
T he attcmpt on Lenin's life roused thc greatest indignation 

among the working people. In letters and telegrams, at meetings 
and confcrenccs workers and pcasants pourcd shame on thc enemies 
of the people, demandcd stcrn measurcs against thcm and expressed 
their love for Lenin and thcir confidencc in the Bolshcvik Party and 

the Soviet Government. 
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The Third Congress of Soviets 

Onc of thc central issues that confronted the p t 
was that of thc Constitucnt Assemblv Th 1 . ar y al the tin1c 
bly had bccn held in the middle of. ~- e eb ect1ons to thc Asscrn. r f novem er on the b . 
istS o candidates nominated b, . . . . . as1s of old 

October Revolution At this t" ) vanous _Pdohttcal part1es beforc the 

Id 
· ime a cons1 erable n b f 

cou not grasp the ful! seo e . . um er o people 
So~ialist Revolution and the ekcti~:~ ~~~~~anc~ of t~c . October 
lut1onary Party a ma· . g en t e Soc1ahst-Rcvo 
Sociali R 1 . J?nty' most of the seats being fillcd by R. h-

Sl- evo uttonanes, who were open enem· f S . ig t 
By the end of Novem ber 1917 h , ie_s o ov1et power. 

the Socialisc-Rcvolutionary Partv' a:~,~~erl ~ksp~t had oc~urrcd in 
ants had ~urned their backs on lts Ri h~ v.;~n o -the workmg_ peas
the Const1tuent Asscmblv did not th g fi g. 1 he compos1t1on of 
or ciass forces in rhe ¿ount , N-evere o~e, rencct _thc true balance 
essential to convenc it bec· 1). ertheless, Lerun considcred it 
ward sectio;s of tl~e b· ause m~ny peasants and also lhc back-

. ur an workmg populat' .11 b 1. 
a bourgeois parliament, and thev had , JO~ s:1 e l~vcd in 
the Constituent Assembly did nc;t voi to hbc_sh~""n m pract1ce t~1at 
people ancl woulcl not sat1ºs!·. ti . dce t e mtuests of thc workmg 

E 1 
. · Y 1eir emands ' 

ar y J 1 · m anuary 918, Lenin wrote th l. . " 
Rights of thc Working and Ex loited p e 

1~~tonc. Declaration of 
lhc basis or th s . e . p . eoplc ' wh1ch later formed 

· e ov1et onst1tut10n ·n1e · 
powcr werc to rcad out this D ¡ . . . reprcsentahves of Soviet 

bl d 
. ec aratJon m lhc Con t. l A 

y an propos<' that it be ad d b s 1 ucnt sscm-
Dcclaration srated " is he;·eb opte l '! the Assembly. " Russia," thc 
Workers' Soldiers', and p . ~ pro,c armed. ª Republic of Soviets of 
and locaÍly is vcsted i·n theasansts _De~ut1es. AH power, ccntrally 

' ese ov1ets ' 
The Dcclaration defincd the fund · 

to be: the abolition of all expl . . amefntal tasks of Soviet power 
f h . mtahon o man by m . 

o t e res1stancc of the cxploiters . . . ~' supprcss10n 
and complete climination of the ~l'~~~iahst org~rnsal_10n of society, 
confirmcd thc basic decrees f h J lSJ~n of soc1ety mto classes. It 
thc principies of the pcacefulofo:ei::o~~t Governmcn~, formulated 
dcclared thal the "R · S . b P cy of the Soviet statc, and 

ussian ov1et Republ" . bl" 
principlc of a free · f r. . lC 

15 esta ishcd on the 
umon o tree nat1ons a fi d · 

national republics." * ' 5 ª e erat1on of Soviet 

The Constitucnt Assembly o ened on . " 
countcr-rcvolutionary maiorinr .P h A January ::>, 1918. The 

* . :i ,, m t e ssembly refused to discuss 
V. I. Len in, Col/ected Works, Vol. 26, p . 423. 
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and adopt the "Declaration of Rights of thc Working and 
f,.-<ploited People", whereupon the Bolshcviks announced thal they 
did not wish to serve as a cover for the criminal actions of the ene
rnies of tbe people and walked out of thc Assembly. The next day 
the Council of People's Commissars and then thc All-Russia Cen
tral Executive Committee passed a decrec written by Lenin on the 
dissolution of the Constituent Assembly. 

This decision was approved and supported by the workers, sol-
diers and peasants of Russia. 

To the Constituent Assembly the Bolsheviks counterposed the 
Third All-Russia Congress of Soviets as the only supreme organ of 
power expressing the will of the workcrs and peasants. The Con
gress opened on January 10, 1918. Lcnin dclivered a report on the 
work of the Council of People's Commissars. This was the Soviet 
Government's first report-back to the peoplc. When the chairman 
gavc Lenin the floor, the overwhelming majority of the delcgates 
rose to their feet. Therc was something supreme in the enthusiasm 
with which thcse pcople with living, practica) cxpericnce of thc 
revolution welcomcd their beloved lcader. Thc breath of rcvolution 
swept through the hall. Cheers and shouts of " Long live Comrade 
Lenin !" werc heard on all sides. The dclegatcs listcned intently to 
every word of the rcport. 

In his speech Lenin analyscd thc reasons for the victory of Soviet 
powcr and its successes in the struggle against the countcr-revolu
tionary forces, and emphasiscd that thcre was no othcr way to 
socialism except through the dictatorship of the proletariat. Noting 
that Russia had entered the period of transition from capitalism to 
socialism, he substantiated the correctness and rcvolutionary expe
diency of the measures carried out by the Soviet Governmcnt in the 
period under review and set out thc practica! tasks to be undcr
taken in the organisation of the new socialist economy. Lenin said 
with pride that history had assigned the Russian working class "the 
honour of being the vanguard of the international socialist revolu
tion". * He ruthlessly criticised the Mensheviks and the Socialist
R evolutionaries and also thc sceptics in the ranks of the Bolshevik 
Party who had maintained that the victory of the socialist revolu
tion in one country, in Russia, was impossible. At the same time he 
pointed out that the final victory of socialism was inseparably 
linked with the development of thc liberation movement of thc 
working people in other countries. 

* V. l. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 26, p. 472. 
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Lcnin strcsscd the immense and decisive international significa 
of thc victory of Soviet power in Russia; he showed the grn~e 
advantage of the new-born system of socialism compared with ~~l 
historically obsolete system of capitalism. "Our socialist Republic ~ 
Soviets," Lenin said, "will stand secure, as a torch of internation~J 
socialism and as an example to all the working people. Over there
conflict, war, bloodshed, the sacrifice of millions of peopk, capitalist 
exploitation; herc-a genuine policy of peace and a socialist Repub. 
lic of Soviets." * 

With grcat enthusiasm the Third Congress of Soviets endorsed 
the policy of the Soviet Government and adoptcd Lenin 's "Decla. 
ration of Rights of thc Working and Exploited People". The pro
gramme of building a socialíst society proclaimed in thc Dccla
ration becamc a law approved by the suprcme organ of the clicta
torship of the proletariat. The T hird Congress of Soviets, Lenin 
said, confirmcd the organisation of the ncw statc power created by 
the Octobcr Revolution, ancl outlined the stages of socialist con
struction in Russia. 

EfTorts to Withdraw from the War 

Having proclaimed a policy of pcace and friendship among the 
pcoples, the Soviet state launched an energetic campaign for ccssa
tion of the war and the conclusion of a general democratic peace. 
Lcnin rcgarded withdrawal from the war and the achievemcnt of 
lasting peace as what was most needed in the struggle for soeialism. 
" \'\fhat could be more conclusive and clear than thc 
following truth: a government that gave Soviet power, land, 
workcrs' control and peace to a people tortured by three years of 
prcdatory war would be invincible? Peace is the chief thing." * * 

Thc Soviet Government appealed on several occasions to thc gov
ernments of the Entente jointly to begin negotiations with Germany 
and her allies for an armistice and the conclusion of peace, but its 
proposals were rejected. 

"It was thc Anglo-French and the American bourgeoisie," Lcnin 
wrotc la ter, "who refused to accep t our proposal; it was they who 
even refused to talk to us about a general peace ! lt was they who 
betrayed the intcrests of ali nations; it was they who prolonged the 
imperialist slaughtcr ! 

* V. l. Len.in, Collected Works, Vol. 26, p. 472. 
** lbid., Vol. 27, p. 36. 
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k' on the possibility of dragging Russia 
"lt was tbey. who, .b~n m.¡\ refused to takc part in the peacc 

• _ .. k joto the unpena~st ::e, a free hand to thc no less prcdatory 
~tiations ~~ ther~ y·!posed the annexationist and harsh Brest 
11--0 cap1tahsts w o 1 

c;errnan R . '" * . 
ºeace upon ussB1~ta.J.· ·n and the United States refused to enter ~to 
1: • france n h' h was anx1ous Slllce ' . . Soviet Governmcnt, w ic . 

Peace negot1auons, the d 'd d to bcgin talks with che 
aO' · t of the war, cci e . ¡ 

'bring R uss1a ou bl Lenin sent out a radio appea 
to f th Austro-German oc. h d to 

untries o e f eace into cheir own an s, 
co thc sold iers to take th~ c~use o. ~ the cnrmy through their own 
to ter into armistice negot1at1onshw1t nter-revolutionary generals to 
en tatíves and not allow t e cou 
represen f 
wreck the great cause o peace. fi 11 conlirmcd the correctness of 

The funher course of cvenls .u y d '-' kt power. Whole divi-
. . Thc army supporte .;,ov . . l 

Lenin's dec1s1on. . . tered in to negotiation w1t 1 
corps and even arm1es en 

sions, army . 1 ludcd an armisticc. , 
Gcnnan umts a~c . con~ . • thc rcprcsentativcs o{ thc Austro-

Official negouat1ons , et':'~e~ l · t'on began on Novcmber 20, 
Gcrman bloc a~d thc Sov1c~ e c7~ .1 si rning of an armistice. O n 
1917 at Brest-.Lltovsk and kd to e g d '1·0 

Brest-Litovsk. The 
' nfcrencc opene 

Dcccmber 9, th~ peacc . o: . t h ocritically declarcd its agr~e-
German delegat101_1, h3:vu~g fü~f l~<~ Soviet declaration concernmg 
ment with che bas1c pnnc~ples . ations and indemnities, soon 
the conclusion of peacc wllhout a~~~x an to impose on Soviet R~s
threw off the mask and arrogantl) dg h1'ch Poland Lithuarua, 

" »' t . ty un er w ' 
sía a predato~ pcacc.. re~ B elorussia, ali of which had becn 
a part of Latvia, Estoma an Id ; laced undcr German control, 
seized by the Germans, wou e p ·t te de endent on Germany. 
while the Ukraine would beco~c a s a ent ~-verc now faced with 

T he Party and the Soviet º~.~rr;~ they to sign this harsh and 
a q uestion of the utmost urgcncy. ? 

humiliating peace or to war ... ~ar. to the truth fcarlessly, the 
For Lenin, who always ace. u~ Thc Soviet Republic had, 

1 H knew thc s1tuauon. . d th answer vvas e ear. e d . 5 disorgamsed an e 
in fact, no army, be~ause ~?e º~r;~:.\:eªmaj~rity of the soldicrs 
Red Armv was only JUSt bemg fi i' 'ck of fighting were long
and working pcasants, who were utter y si Lenin knew' that in this 

ld l support a war. 
ing for peace and wou no Id an disaster to Soviet power. 

. the war wou me h S . t situation to contmue . f J'fi and death for t e ov1e 
I t was Lenin statccl, a quesuon o i e 

, <. 

----- · ks Vol 28 PP· 64-6:>. * V. [. J.enin, Collect.ed Wor ' · ' 
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state. For the sake of saving the Rcpublic of Soviets it was nece 
to conclude peace with imperialist Germany, no mattcr how pa~7i) 
that might be. UI 

Lenin's line was opposed by the "Lcft Communists" ~a 
Trotsky. The "Left Communists" callcd for a " revolutionary w an~ 
against Germany and demanded that negotiations be broken ~~ 
They stated that the signing of a peace treaty would undermine th · 
revolutionary movement in the West and lead to the restoration 0~ 
bourgeois rule in Russia. Trotsky, who claimed that the Germans 
were incapable of launching an offensive, suggested declaring the 
war over, demobilising the army, but not signing any peace treaty. 
This policy would also havc been disastrous for Soviet Russia 
because it would have opened the door to the Germans and led to 
continuation of the war. Both the attitude of the "Left Com. 
munists" and Trotsky's position were determined in the final anal
ysis by their disbelief in the possibility of socialism being victorious 
in onc country, in Russia, if the pace of the world revolution 
slackened. 

On January 8, 1918, Lenin submitted to a confcrence of respon
sible Party workers his "Theses cm the Question of the Immediatc 
Conclusion of a Separatc and Annexationist Pcace". In thcse thescs 
he shattcred the arguments of the supporters of a "revolutionary 
war" and provcd the necessity of concluding an immediate prace 
with Germany. He cxplained that Soviet Russia was not in a posi
tion to wage war. By concluding peace, the Soviet Governmcnt was 
gaining a nccessary brcathing-space to consolidate Soviet power 
and go on with socialist construction. As for the "Left Communists" 
who counted on a revolution in Germany, it was impossible, Lenin 
pointcd out, to have a revolution just when you wanted it and 
policy could not be shaped on that basis. 

At this confercnce, 32 votes were cast in favour of a " revolution
ary war'', 16 in favour of Trotsky's position ("neither peace nor 
war"), and 15 for thc signing of a peace treaty on the tcrms pro· 
posed by Germany. 

The situation was extremely difficult. At a meeting of the. Central 
Committee on January 11, the majority favoured Trotsky's point of 
view. A number of local Party committees did not at once take up 
a correct position. Even among the rank-and-filc Communists there 
were at first strong feclings against Soviet acceptance of these prc
datory peacc terms. Lcnin suffered deep anxiety. Nadezhda Krups
kaya latcr wrote of Lenin that he was "a man of intense feeling, 
who took everything lhat concerned the cause very closcly to 
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. ty he would pace about the nts of great anxte , 1 f 
t' '. At mome . . his thumbs in the armho es o 

t1e3r . l , somet1mes on tlptoe, h e 
room qu1et 'i, it absolutdy still, absorbed in his thoug ts ;. som -
bis \\·aistco~t, or s l for several nights running. But Le~m. had 
times he d1d not ~~e~xcc tional cndurance. He was an opt1m1st by 

great wiJl-pawe~ ª h ~· 1 period of Brest, as at ali such times, 
nd dunng t e en ica · · d adher-

nature, a hak ble \Nith characteristic courage, v1s1on an h 
he was uns ª · fi 1 h ld his line. he was sure that t e 

· iple he irm Y up e ' · d ed th 
cnce to prmc . class would support him. And, m e ' e 
Party and t~e ~vorkm;d workers quickly grasped the situation and 
Party organisanons a . t of Lcnin's position. 
resolutely declare? ,th.eir su~~:~ to conclude peace if the Germans 

In spite of Lenm s mstru~ i . who was leading the 
. d the matter as an ult1matum, 1 rotsky' J 28 (F ebru-

ra1se 1 . t B est announced on anuary 
Soviet peace de e_gat~n ~ r f ' d to sign any annexationist treaty' 
ary 10) that Soviet uss1a rfe use nd completely demobilising i.ts 

d · g the state o war a S · 
but was en m . f l b l of the intcrests of the ov1et 
army. T his was aGdtsgrace u ~t~:i: advantage of it. On February 
countrv, and the erman army tr. • The same day at an 

, S l ) "t launched an oucns1ve. ' (7 
18 (~'kw .t:Y e,, l ntral Committec, after a hard struggle 
evenmg ses.~1~n of the b Ce . ) Lenin 's proposal to send a telegram 
votes to 5, w1th one a stention G ent informing it that the 
immediately to the Gcrman . o:c;~; ea~e trcaty, was accepted. 
Soviet Governr~1ent ag~ced to_ s~ coU:Cil of Peoplc's Commissars, 
The telcgram, m the name oí t ~ · l"sts however deliberately 
was sent at once. The German impcna l d' ' 

. d continucd to a vanee. 
delaycd their answer an . d nger The intcrvcntionists had 

The Soviet country was m g~av~ fiad d. On February 21, 1918, 
to be repelled and the repubhc. e en. e ~d a call to the people, 

the Council of. P~fle's c:o:a~~~s~:t~~~and Is in Danger !" This 
written by Lenm: The S~ of the country are placed entirely at the 
stated that "all _the forces an ,:ne~~ declared it to be the duty of ali 
service ef revolutwnary defence . . . "to defend everv position to the 

. d , l fonary orgamsat1ons :;• -' 
Soviets an re\.O u 1 . f the Red Army were sent 
last drop of blootf'. Thc ~rst con~mg~nt\ ;skov Revel (Tallinn) and 
to the front. Hard fighung deve opc a ' 

Narva. h rsher German peace terms 
On February 23, new and

1 
~dvenl . ª to the whole of Latvia and 

. d G manv now a1 e a1m bo . were rece1ve . er , . . f the treaty the urgeo1s 
Estonia and demandcd recogm~1on -~ the powers of the Quadru-
Ukrainian Central Rada ·h~d ;a U~;:~ne bccamc virtually a colony 
ple Alliancc,s9 under ~vh1c t ~l" as to demobilise its army com
of Germany. The Soviet Repu ic w . 
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pletdy, concludc unprofitable economic agrecments witli Gerrn· 
and so on. Such were thc results of the adventurist, and in ~ny, 
trcacherous, policy of Trotsky and the " Left Communists''. Le ª~t 
pointcd out chal they had "actually helped the German imprriaJ~1t~ 
and hindered the growth and development of the rcvolution ¡ 
Gcrmany". * n 

At a meeting of the Cemral Committee on February 23, Lenin 
categorically dcmanded immediate acceptance of the German peace 
terms. "These terms muse be signed," Lenin said. "If you don't 
sign them, you will sign the death warrant of Soviet power in thrre 
weeks. " ** Lenin's inexorability, his firm stand decided mattcrs. 

'l'he treaty with Germany was signed by thc Soviet dclegation on 
March 3, 1918. "It is incredibly, unprecedentedly hard to sig-n an 
unfortunatc, immcasurably severe, infinitely humiliating peacc 
whcn the strong has the weak by the throat," *** wrolc L<•nin. 
H e fully realised thc tremendous responsibility he was takiug upon 
himself by dcciding lo sign the harsh Treaty of Brcst-Litovsk. Hut 
he did not yield for a moment to doubt or hesitation. Lcnin 
belicved profoundly in the strength of the working clru;s, in the in
vincibility of Soviet power. His artides and speeches united the 
masses, fired thcm wilh cncrgy and new strength. 

ün March 6-8, the Extraordi.nary Sevcnth Party Congrcss was 
hcld in Petrograd. 1t was the tirst congress ol' the Bolshevik Party 
since thc victory of thc October R cvolution. Lenin delivered the 
Central Committcc's political repon. He gavc a profound analysis 
of the development of thc revolution in R ussia, the balance of dass 
forces inside the country and in the intemational arena, and provcd 
the necessity of concluding the Brest Treaty. 

Lenin emphac;ised that the first and most urgent task of the 
Parly, of Soviet powcr, of ali workcrs and peasants was to impro\'C 
the discipline aud sclf-discipline of the working people, to ensure 
revolutionary order in the country, to start a campaign against the 
chaos, disorganisation and economic ruin that werc the aftermath 
of the war, to form an army, and to organisc universal military 
traini.ng. 

By a majori.ty of votes the Congress passed Lenin's rcsolution on 
war and pcacc, which approved the signing of the Treaty of 
Brest-Litovsk. 

* V. l. Lenin, C11llected Workr, Vol. 27, p. 80. 
** Minutes oj the Central Committee oj !he R.S.D.L.P.(13.) , Augu.rl 1917-Februmy 

1918, Mo~cow. 1958, pp. 212, 213 '.Russ. c<l.;. 
0

• V. l. Lcnin, Cotlected Work.r, Vol. 27, p. 51. 
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d Lenin's report on rcvision of the Part:y 
eongress also h~ar f the Party. Up till then it 

'fhe d hangmg the namc o (B 1 -rarrune an e R '. Social-Dcmocratic Labour Party o -
,...~ ... _ u d the uss1an ' . p t r tsiad ¡,een ca ~ ed callin thc Party thc Communist a~). 
stteviks). Lcnm ~~o~~arly exp;es.c;es lhc fact that wc are movmg 

. ótle, he sa1 ' . 
ftus l te commurusm. · h 
rowards comp e f h Great October Socialist Rcvoluuon t e 

Aftcr che vic~º12;n~n~ ~lself to merely amending and ad~ing to 
part) could no rovided for by thc Sevcnth (Apnl) All
the old Programme, e as p d the Sixth Congress of the 

. p ty· Conierence an ¡· ty. 
Russia ar The Bolshevik Party had bccome the r~ i~g par ' 
R.S.D.L.P. ~B.). d the eriod of transition to soc1ahsm. The 
the country had enter~ecn r!lfilkd. Now a ncw Programme w~s 
first Programme had l h· tasks the Party must perform m 

d ·h t \ rould formu ate t e ,, ºd 
nccde t a ·\ . . " l ce of thc old Programmc, sa1 
building a sociahst soc1cty. In p a r arome of Soviet powcr ... " * 
Len in "we must now wnte a ne~ Pro~trh ' "Rough Outline of the ' e . . L · n had wnttcn e e 
f or thc ongress em - h l d ·d o ut to the delegatcs. It ior-

p ,, wh1c was lan t. k 
Draft rogramme , . h. f th" prolctariat and the tas s 

h · f thc d1ctators ip o ' · . l mulated t e a1ms 0 . . , nomic and intcrnat1ona 
of the Party in the pohtical, ceo 

ficlds. - . millg the Party , which was 
The Congress passed a resol utt?n rCoena , . t Party (Bolshcviks) . 

. 11 d. th R ussian mmums 
henceforth to he~ª. e . e b 1 en in was clected to draw up 
i\ special comm1ss1on headcd Y • O ¡· f che Draft Pro-
• Le · ' "Ro gh ut me o 
a ncw Programmc. m~ s theu commission's work. 
grammc" formed thc bas1s of C ·¡ of Peoplc's 01mmissars 

At the en~. of Februa?' t~~c ~~~~1'.nmcnt from Petrograd to 
passed a decis1on on mov mg. f the Party and thc Council of 
Moscow. The C~ntral Comm1tt~e o Len in arrived in Moscow on 
People's Comm1ssars headed yb e the capital of the Soviet 
M.arch ll, 1918, and Moscow ccam 

state. d. y Fourlh All-Russia Congress of 
On March 14, the ~xtraor mar tir the Brcst Peace Treaty. 

Soviets was convened m 1v1oscow to{ª . y the other against ratifi
Two reports were delivered, one by . emn, K· kov, Thc Congress 

L f S · r t R evolut1onary am · . 
cation, by tbe e t ~c1a is - h ratification of thc peace treaty w1th 
Passed Lenin's resolution on t e e d a<Y-ainst bcing recorded. 

h of those ior an ::> • • 
Germany, t e names l .. t . t1'onal and internal s1tuation · 11 , comp ex in erna . 

In an excepttona 1 d d . tricating Russia from the im-
the Communist Party succee e m ex ~ 

* V. l. Lenin, Collected Works' Vol. 27, p. 
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perialist slaughtcr, and thwartcd the first and extremely dange 
attempt by thc rcaccionary forces of the world to crush thc Rus:~Us 
rcvolution to smash thc Soviet Republic with the armed forces1ª~
militarist Germany. Soviet power, the power of thc workers an~ 
peasants, born of the Great October Socialist Revolution , saved th 
country from thc national disaster to which it had been condemne~ 
by the exploiting classes, and rid the peoples of Russia of the threat 
of being enslaved by foreign capital. Thanks to withdrawal frorn 
the war, the working class and the peasants of the Land of Soviets 
gained the peaceful breathing-space they so badly needed to conso. 
lidate the Soviet state and push ahead with the socialist revolution. 
The greatest credit far this was due to lenín. His wisdom, loyalty to princi
pie and strength of will made effective the only correct policy in the vital ques
tion of war and peace. 

The conclusion or the Brest Peace Treaty is a striking instancc of 
the flexibility of Lenin's tactics, of his ability to retreat when ncccs
sary in order to gain time and build up strength for victory in bat
tles to come. Lenin assessed the Brest Treaty as an examplc of rea
sonablc political compromise between a socialist country and 
capitalist countries, as a compromisc arrived at in the interests of 
peace and preserving the gains of socialism. "J t was indeed a com
promise with the imperialists", Lenin wrote later, "but il was 
a compromise which, under the circumstances, had to be made." * 
At the same time, by concluding the peace of Brest, the Communist 
Party showed the correct way of combining the national and inter
nacional tasks of the working class. 

Lenin wrote that among the particularly formidable difficulties 
facing thc proletarian revolution in R ussia was the fact that, 
owing to the Brest Trcaty, it was compelled to pass through a peri
od of sharp divergence from the patriotism of the petty-bourgeois 
masses, the philistine patriotism that would acknowledge nothing 
except immediate gains for the fatherland, as understood in the old 
way, and which saw only that Russia was to cede a part of her ter
ritory and consent to great sacrifices and humiliation. In fact, it 
was the Bolsheviks who were the true patriots of their socialist 
country, for they acccpted these sacrifices in the interesls of preserv
ing the main th ing - Soviet power, the first socialist state ever 
created in history, the Republic of Soviets, which had bccome the 
true fatherland of the working people . 

Soviet, socialist patriotism is in organic harmony with proktarian 

• V. l. Lcnin, Cotlected Workr, Vol. 31, p . 36. 
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. nin alwavs regarded the working class of ~he 
ationabsm. Le . . ts of the world army of social-

~ d one of the contmgen . . R . 
So"iet lan .as d out that the socialist revoluuon m uss1a k"':'as 

J{e pomte h orld liberation movement of the wor mg 
il!ll'· rnPonent part of. t e lw k ust be accomplished in direct rela-
a co d that nanona tas s m 
people, an all tasks of the movement. . 
. n to the over . f the Brest peace the Bolsheviks 

Uo d ·d·ng the quest1on o . ¡· 
·~hen eo i . . l f proletarian internat1ona tsm, ,. .d d by the prmc1p es o . · 

y¡ete gu1 Le . wrote meant a revolutionary struggle agamst imk-
. h as emn ' . d b · ady to ma e wb1c ' " verthrowing it an emg re 

nl'!rialist governmentl, o ifi ( ven do'wn to a Brcst-Litovsk Peace 
r - tiona sacr ices e k , 
the great~t. na nefit the development of the world wor ers 
'freaty)' if it shouldCbe . ts of' the Land of Soviets displayed · ,, * The ommums 
revoluuon. . to their internationalist duty. They were not 
exernplary loyalty . ·r· that had to be madc to preserve 

d b ' the enormous sacn ices f h' h . 
deterrc ') . . . ublic the very existence o w ic is 
the world s firs t soc1ahst repl . ' r all countries in their st rug
a great stand-b~ fo_r the pro etanans o 

gle against cap1tahsm . d l t f the world libcration move-
The whole course of. eve opme~ o t Treaty has confirmed the 

ment since the co~~lusi~n of ~h~ t~:~ ower of his scientiiic fore
correctness of Lemn s wise pohcy' . P er and the contra
sight. Every day the Soviet Repubh~ grewe stTroh~g re~olutionary crisis 

. f . . r grew more mtt:ns . f 
dict1ons o impena ism .dl d l d to revolutions in a number o 
in the West mounted rap1 y an e . Novcmber 1918 enablcd 

. Tl ¡ f o in Germany in 
countnes. 1c revo u io l h rapacious Treaty of Brest. 
the Soviet Government to annu t e 

Leninist Principies of Foreign Policy 

h · this struggle for peace 
O ne of Lenin's grea~ s~rvices fwahs t ::e1¡°gn policy of a socialist 

he formulated the principies o t e o 

country. . . . . 1 f Soviet foreign policy, Lenin 
In determmmg the pnnc1p es o ,· r evolution cannot be vic-

started out from the fact that the s~c1a ihst r 'od "of the coexis-
1 · 11 countnes t at a pen 

torious simulta1_1eous y m_ a. d ca 'italist states" * * is historically 
tence side by s~de of soc1ahst ;1the !existence of states with differ
inevitable. Lenm thus rega_rd_c. law that could operate throughout 
cnt social systems as an o~1ect1ve 

• V. I. Len in, CollecU.d Works, Vol. 28, p. 111 . 
.,. !bid., Vol. 30, p. 39. 
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thc epoch of transition from capitalism to socialism on a world 
scale. 

Lenin held that the foreign policy of a socialist state should a· 
at furthering the development of the international liberation mo un 

f h k. ve. 
m~nt.o t e wor .m? peo~lc, ~he key factor in which is thc successful 
bwldmg of a soc1ahst soc1ety m the countries where the dictatorsh· 
of the proletariat is established. 

1
P 

On: of .the most !~portant prin~iples of Soviet forcign policy was 
to mamtam peace, peaceful coex1stence" with other peoples, "with 
the workers and pcasants of all nations" as Lenin declarcd in an in. 
tervicw he gave to foreign journalists. * He sharply criticised the 
"Left C~mmunists" who denied the possibiJity and necessity of peace. 
ful coex1Stencc between states with different social systems. 

The persistcnt cfforts of the Soviet state to achicve peace, its pcace. 
ful foreign policy, as Lcnin freguently pointed out, stem from the 
very naturc of the socialist system, to which aggression, the scizurc 
of foreign tcrritory, and the subjugation of other nations are funda
mentally alíen. Lasting peace is esscntial for building socialism and 
communism. Lcnin exposed the untenability of the position of the 
"Lcft Cornmunist~", who failed to understand the need for cc-rtain 
agreements with capitalist countries, for establishing peaceful rela
tions with them. Sincc the socialist state existed on the same planct 
as the capitalist states, it could and should trade with them and 

' conclude economic and other agrccments with them. Otherwisc- the 
socialist republic surrounded by imperialist powers "could not exist 
at ali, without Oying to the moon" . ** 

Lcnin's policy of peaceful coexistencc between countries with dif
ferent social systems docs not, of course, mean reconciliation wich 
capitalism, does not mean that Communists should give up their 
ultimatc aim - che victory of socialism throughout the world. 

Peaceful coexistence, as Lenin understood it, presupposes unre
m1ttmg ideological , political and economic struggle between thc 
two systems, expansion of the class struggle of the working people in 
the capitalist countries in ali its forms, and development of the 
nat~o~al liberati?n movcment of the oppressed peoples against im
penahsm. Defimng the tasks of the Communist Party of the Soviet 
country, Lcnin wrote: "Support of the revolutionary movement of 
the socialist proletariat in the advanced countries in the first in
stance ... Support of thc democratic and revolutionary movemcnt in 
ali countrics in general, and espccially in thc colonies and depen-

* Cí. V. l. Lcnin, Colltekd Works, Vol. 30, p. 365. 
** /bid., Vol. 27, p. 71. 
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countries." * The interests of thc world revolution demand 
dent · h bo · · · "that Soviet power, havmg ov~rthrown t e . urgeo1S1c m our 

try should help that revolut1on, but that 1t should choose a 
coun or' help which is commensurate with its own strength". ** 
Jo~ommunists have never considered that the pat? to re~olution 
Jies necessarily through war ~tween .states. Arg~mg aga~st the 
"Left Communists" and exposmg thelf adventunst and, m fact, 

rovocative attitude, Lenin wrote in his article "Strange and Mon
~trous": "Perhaps the authors *** believe .that the interests of the 
\lorld revolution require that it should be gwen a push, and that such 

: push can be given only by wa~-, nev~r .by pcace, ~hic~ ~i?h~ gi~e 
the people the impression that 1mpenahsm was bemg leg1t1m1sed ? 
Such a 'theory' would be compktely at variance with Marxism, for 
Marxism has always been o_pposed to 'pushing' revolutions, which 
develop with the growing acuteness of the class antagonisms that 
engender revolutions. Such a theory would be ta~ta~ount. to the 
view that armed uprising is a form of struggle wh1ch is obhgatory 
always and under all conditions." **** . " . 

Lenin was always emphatically opposed to thc tdea of exportmg 
revolutions". Only "madmen or provocateurs" could imagine that 
revolution could be produced in other countries to arder, by agree
ment, he pointed out. Revolutions must ncver be imposed on peo
ples from without. "We know," Lenin said, "that revolutions can
not be made to order, or by agreement; they break out when tens 
of millions of people come to the conclusion that it is impossible to 
live in the old way any longer." * * * * * Le nin unmasked the false alle
gations of the bourgeoisie and the R ight Socialists that the Bolsheviks 
wanted to introduce their system in other countries by force.****** 
While opposing the "export of revolutions", Lenin also rcsolutely 
condemned the "export of counter-rcvolution", interference by the 
imperialists in the interna! affairs of the Soviet Republic and of 
other peoples engaged in revolution. 

As Lenin saw it, peaceful coexistence creates the most fa~ourable 
international climate for the entire process of world revolution, and 

* V. J. Lenin, CoUected Works, Vol. 27, pp. 157-58. 
** !bid., p. 72. . 

*** The reference is to the "Left Communists", authors of the resolution 
adopted by the Moscow Regional Bureau of thc R.S.D.L.P. on February 24, 1918. 

**** V.I. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 27, PP· 71-72. 

***** !bid., p. 480. 
****** !bid., Vol. 29, pp. J73-i4. 
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accclcrates thc development of the in ternational Iiberation 
men t; it completely accords with the principies of proletarian ~Ove. 

· ¡· p r. ¡ · mter. 
nat1ona 1sm: eaccru coex1stence, the struggle against unjust wars 
the p~event1on of world wars with their terrible loss of life and de: 
struct1on promote the fundamental intereses of the overwhelm · 
majority of mankind. ing 

Lenin. devoted ~uch attenti?n to the foreign policy problems or 
th.e Soviet Repubhc. He cons1dered that after Soviet Russia had 
w1thdrawn from the war the chief aim of her foreign policy should 
be to make the peacc she had won more secure. The Soviet G 

. . OV-
ernmen~ 1~med1atel~ took steps to establish business relations with 
the cap1tahst countnes. On. Lenin'.s initiative a plan for develop
ment of trad~ and econom1c relat1ons between Soviet Russia and 
the Umtcd States was worked out. The Soviet Government de
clar:ed its rcad incss to pay for goods p urchased in thc U.S.A. witÍi 
agncultu;al produce ~nd raw ma tcrials, ancl also to grant the 
Un~t~d States concesswns on equal terms with other countrics. 

lw1d~nce of Soviet R ussia's desire for peace was provided when 
the dcs1gn for thc State Seal carne up for discussion by the Council 
of People's Commissars. Part of the design was a sword, which had 
been mcluded as a symbol of strength and militancy. Lcnin was 
absolutcly opposed to this. "Why a sword?" he askcd. "We have no 
necd o~ conqucsts. We are against them; we do not attack, wc are 
dcfendmg ourselvcs against interna) and externa! cnernies · our war 
is defensivc, and the sword is not our emblem." The Council of 
Peoplc,'s Com~issars examined the design and passed a n:solution , 
one of the pomts of which was to "take the sword out of che 
drawing". 

It was fmally decided that the emblem of thc Land of Soviets 
should be thc hammer and sickle - symbol of peaceful creative 
labour. 

Lenin's Vivid Oratory 

\~hen. they arrived in Moscow, Lenin and Krupskaya Jiv.ed for 
a lime m the Hotel National, after which they moved into the 
Kremlin. 

Lenin's study was quite a small room. Everything on the desk 
had a place and ~urpose of its own. On the writing pad, which was 
always there, Lenm made notes, wrote instructions and jottcd down 
the names of anyone who had asked to see hi m. Somctimes he made 
notes on the pages of the calendar. Behind the desk stood a wooden 
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chair with a cane back and seat; in thc conference room 
ar~ was a similar armchair. I n front of the desk scood another 
th~~c with big leather armchairs on both sides of it for visitors. 
ta 0~ each side of the desk there were revolvin~ bookstands, which 

·n used to call "whirligigs". Onc of them was for papers con-Len1 . 
·ng Panv conferences and congresses, and for reference books cen11 , . . 

d dictionaries. The other contamed files and papers that m1ght 
: needed for the business of che day: Lenin also used it to keep 
boOks that he incended lookíng through in th~ near futur~. On two 
boOkstands behind the desk lay file~ of Russ1an. and fore~gn news
papers, while a bookstand by the wmdow contamed Russ1an news
papers fo r the current month. 

The walls of the study were lincd with bookcascs, which con
tained nearly 2,000 books. Part ol' Lenin's library was kept in 
a room ncxt door to the Council of People's Commissars' anteroom. 
Altogether thc library consisted of more than 10,000 books, pam
phlets, 1!1agazines and~other p ublications, i _ncl~ding over 1,000 books 
in Enghsh, f rench, Germa n and other lore1gn languages. Among 
chem were thc works of Marx and Engels, of Plekhanov, Bebel, 
Lafargue, Mehring, R osá L uxemburg, Hegel, Feucrbach, Holbach, 
Campanella, Saín t-Simon and the Russian revolutionary democrats 
Herzen Belirukv Chernvshcvskv Dobrolyubov, and Pisarev; therc 

' , ' • J ' 

were also books on history, on questions of política) economy, the 
world economv and thc econom)' of Russia, on cngineering, thc 

, ' 
natural scicnces, military scíence. and other branchcs of knowledgc. 
A large section of the library consisted of Russian and foreign bel/es 
lettres. 

Lenin's studv contaíned many geographical maps and atlases 
which he uscd ~onstantlv in his work. Over the sofa hung a portrait 
of M arx, which had b~cn presentcd to Lenin by the workcrs of 
Pctrograd, and a bas-relief of Stepan Khalturin. Thc study also 
contaíned a tall ornamental palm-trec. As Lenin wished, thcre were 
no curtains in the windows or over the doors; he did not like cur
tains and never allowed the blinds to be lowered. Till thc last day 
when he worked there the furnishings of Lcnin's study remained 
almost unchanged . Lcnín got used to his study and firmly refused 
to move to a larger and better room. 

Onc of the doors of thc study led into the corridor, another to 
what was called thc "booth", a switchboard connccted with the 
offices and flats of the People's Commissars and mcmbers of the 
Central Committce, and also with the headquarters of the Red 
Army, with Petrograd, Kharkov and other cities. A third door led 

2i)• 
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into thc confcrcnce room of the Cou ·1 f' p L . . nc1 o coplc's Co . 
everyone enm recc1ved entered the studv th h. h mmissars· 
ro~~ ~nd this door. The four-room Uat at th<~o:g t e confcrenc~ 
adJommg the premiscs of the Council of p .1 ,ndcof th~ corridor 
shared by Lenin, his wife and his . eop e~ ~mm1ssars Was 

Lcnin's small room served him both s1ster, . ana Ulyanova. 
Th d as a study and a bed · 

. ere was a esk by thc window and an i . r0orn. 
w1th a plaid by che wall; che plaid had been i~n bedstead. covered 
mother Maria Alexandrovna in 1910 h g1ven to Lenm by his 
other in Sweden, and Lenin treasured i~ ~ ~n ·¡they_ las~ ~aw each 
be found in the rooms occupied b., ~~1 ar s1mphc1ty was to 
"l!lyanova, and also in the dining-room ) S u_rskaya and Maria 
k1tchen. Lcnin, in particular, often h~d o~eumes they ate in the 
therc, an old habit of his since the d d~nne~, su?per and tea 

Lcnin lived and worked in the K a~s o ~m1grat1on. 
Lcnin 's flat and study in the K. ~.emlm unt1l the spring of 1923 
day in their original states ... I em m have been preservcd to thi~ 
from all parts of thc So . t u' ª.s a museum. Thousands of peoi)lc 

v1c ruon as well , f¡ • r " 
from abroad, visit thcm with Jo~ ,d. as our nends and gucsts s· h . e an respect 

'mee t e spnng of 1918, when Lenin h· d . . . 
become customary in Mosc ,.. b a suggcsted it, ll had 

d 
. ow 1or mem ers of the e . t . l e . 

tce an peoplc m rcsponsible . . en la ,ommtt-. . pos1t1ons to spcak H'rrula l bl. 
meetmgs. Lcnin was alwavs interest d k '!'"> r y at pu ic 

k d 
. e to now what q t" 

as e and what surruestio h k ues wns werc r hO ns t e wor ers pu t fon , ·d H h. . 
o ten addressed mcetings and wo k . , fl "'ª1 

· . e 1msell 
or three times a <lay. r crs con erences, somel1mes hvice 

Thousands and tens of thousands of w . ·k 
saw Len in on thc rostrum and 1 . d i::,1 fi ers and Red Army mcn 
thc chairman men tiont>d Len. , ~ear iery appeals. As soon as 

l 
m s namc therc would b 1· 

app ause and loud shouts f "L 1· . . e a roar o 
l 

o onu ive Ilv1ch 1 H h I" L . 
wou d step quickly up to th ;:, ; . urra . emn 

. B e rostrum and put hi t h d 
on lt. ut he would not spe k r h s wa e an notes 
come nearer to the audienceª . rhom t eh rostrum. He would simply 

' ng t to t e edae of tl e 1 tfi H' 
manner was natural and unatfect d Hº . ;:, l p a orm. is 
and well modulated. He spoke eulckl1~ vo1ce wa~ loud, expressive 

Lenin usually spoke cither ( 1 . ) '. ~ut aud1bly and clearly. 
a brief outline of his speech a~n~~~¡h w1t out notes or with only 
coulcl see that his specch or re ort was he rarely glanced. But on<' 
moment but had bccn caref&l con·i~ot made on the spur of the 
writes Krupskaya Le . y s ered. Before evcry spccch 

. • .nm was tense and co t d h ' d1scussion on othe bº · ncen rate ; e avoid<'d 
r su ~ccts and one could tell b l . f; 

was thinking out what he · Y us ace that hC' was going to say. 
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Jfanin's way of speaking was plain, wilhout any verbal frills or 
atfectation; there was nothing artificial or thcatrical about it, no 
pecially prepared catchwords or phrases to crcate an effect. H is 

5 ches won tbe listener with something else- thcir grcat truth, 
5~undity, knowledge of the life and needs of the pcople, their irre
futable logic, unshakable com·iction and ardour, thcir faith in the 
Power of the people, the simplicity and clarity of their cxposition. 
'fhe}' always contained something ne\"• and Lenin would carefully 
explain this ncw idea, giving the rcasons for il and not hesitating to 
repeat his idea over and over again. 

His speeches, like his articles, were nevcr abstract. His theoretical 
propositions were always bound up with lifc and supported by 
practical considerations and arguments. Lcnin bascd himsclf on the 
simple facts and examples of life thal werc known to the people, 
and in this way he led his listencrs on to an undcrstanding of thc 
theoretical propositions, policy and slogans of the Party. For cvery 
kind of audience he had bis own special approach, arguments and 
method of expounding bis ideas. Whilc he was actually spcaking he 
could sensc what interested his audicncc, what they could not under
stand or what they thought most important. He was always ablc to 
judgc from the degree of attcnlion he rcceivcd, from tbc qucstions 
and comments, from the remarks of otbcr spcakcrs at a confcrence, 
what mood his audience were in, to cater for their interests, and to 
clarify obscure points, win their attention and communicate with 
them. He did not steer round awkward, worrying issues or try to 
gloss ovcr them. On thc contrary, he pul such issues squarely, in 
concrete tcrms. He made use of a\l thc rich resources of the Russian 
language and lovcd to quote popular sayings and proverbs and 
recall the characters of literature. He had a hearty dislike of distor
tions of the Russian language, of the affected use of foreign words, 
and when he noticed that sorne speakcrs had a tendency towards 
this abuse, he wrote a short article called "Stop Spoiling the Rus-

sian Language". 
Lenin was often told that bis spceches werc easy to understand, 

and on one occasion he repllcd: "I know only that whencver l took 
the floor 'as an orator', I always thought of the workers and peas
ants as my listcners. l wanted them to undcrstand me. No matter 
where a Communist is speaking, he ought to think or the people, he 

ought to speak for them." * 
• Reminiscences <if Vladitnir llyich Lmin in 5 volumcs, Vol. 5, Moscow, 1979, p. 31 

(Russ. ed.) . 
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The people saw that Lcnin was s~e~ing of thc things that rea . 
mattcrcd, that deeply concerncd h1s hsteners and h' lf 11} 

h. h . unse ' and . 
was t is t at convmced them more than anvthing Eve 11 

. . •. ry workc 
every peasant who hstened to Lenin thought to himself: "Y . r, 
understands us. He is one of us." Lenin's vivi·d orato. es, he 
d . h . r y reac.:he 1 
.ecp mto t e co~sc1ousncss of the masses, fired them with cnth e 

s1asm and the des1re to act, and armed them with confidence in .u
tory over the enemy. vic-

Lenin gave every ouncc of his energy to his work His onl . r 
f · h' . ' · Y 1orrn 

o recreat1on wcre 1s walks m the Kremlin and the tr'ps h . h h' . . i e took 
w1t is w1fe and s1ster to the Vorobvovy Hills and thc e d M , ountry 
ro~n oscow. He was f~nd. of visiting new places and would think 
whlle he drovc along, enJoymg the fresh air. One of his favourite 
sp?,ts was a wood on the bank of the R iver Moskva, near Barvi.kha. 

Wc would choosc an out-of-the-wa~; s•Jot on a hill " hi·s 5· t . 11 " . h . ' t ' , lS Ct 
reca s, w1t a goocl. v1ew of thc river and thc surrounding fiC'lds, 
and wou.l~ pass thc t ime there till evening .... Sometimes, when we 
w~re dnvmg through a _village a bunch of fair-headed peasaut 
ch1~dren wo~ld. come rushmg up to our car begging to be takcn for 
a :1de. V.Ia,dmur 1 lyich, who \·vas vcry fond of chiidren, would ask 
Gil (Lcn.m s ':hauffc_ur-:-Ed.) to pull up and the car would fill to 
ovcrtlowmg w1th no1sy .1ubilant youngsters. After driving a mi.Je or 
so, we wo~ld let the children get out and they would r~n shouting 
and laughmg back to their villagc. ' 
.. "This kind of recrealion was a bit primitive, but it was impos
s1ble to arrange ~ny other at the time and we always carne home 
refrcshed and sausfied and with happy memorics." * 

The Immediate Tas ks 
of the Sovie t Government 

Lenin a lways attached enormous importance to equipping the 
Parly and thc working class with a clear understanding of the aims 
and prosp~cts of furthcr advance. When the country gaincd a peace
~ul brcalhmg-space, thercfore, he paid special attention to draw
mg up a plan of socialist construction. 

In thc second half of March 1918, Lenin began work 011 an arti
cl.e about lhe tasks confronting the Soviet Governmcnt. The Jmme
diate T asks of the Soviet Government was the first big work Lenin had 

* Reminisunm of Vladimir ll;·ich únin, Vol. 1, p. 170. 
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. since the October Revolution. lt outlines a plan of socialist 
wrttten · b f h · d ction examines the most unportant pro lems o t e peno 
eonstru ' h · · · sition from capitalism to socialism, and works out t e pnnc1-
of tran M l . f the economic policy of the Soviet statc. any extreme y im-
plesr~t basic propositions that Lenin formulated in The lmmediate 
~r ks of tite Soviet Government are still significant today, undcr the 
c;diúons of a devel~ped socialist society-a law-govcrned stage on 

the way to commumsm. . . . . 
After tlze proletaria~ had taken political P.ou:er,. Lenin pointed out~ the 

Communist Party's mam task was t!tat ef admimstenng tite country. ~h!S he 
defined as the chief link in the historical chain of cvents, wh1ch has 
to be grasped in order to hold thc whole chain and thoroughly pre
pare the transition to socialism. 

The transition to socialism, Lenin taught, dcmands above all_ 
organisation of the strictest country-widc accou~ling and. c~nt.ro~ oí 
the production and d istribution ol products .. ~lthout th1s 1t 1s un
possible to ensure the planned economy that 1s 10 the ~ery nature of 
socialist societv and a steady rise in thc productiv1ty of labour. 
Lenin particu'l~rly emphasised thc signilicance of ~ontrol and 
accounting in the campaign against lhe petty-bourgeo1s elements, 
against the survivals of capitalism in peoplc's minds, in their atti
tude to work and to social property. 

Besidcs the organisation of country-widc accounting and control 
Lenin considercd the raising of labour produclivity on a nation
wide scale an equally important factor in the t~a~sition to socia~ism. 
The first requirement for raising the product1v1ty of labour is to 
provide a material basis for largc-scale industry: d~vd~pment. of 
fuel and iron production, the engincering and chem1cal mdustnes. 
O ther important conditions for higher productivity of labour .are 
the raising of the educational and cultural le~el of the pop~lan~n , 
the improvement of the discipline of the workmg pcople, the~r s~1ll, 
their dcxterity and labour productivity, and bctter orgamsat1on. 
Proceeding from the socialist principle oí distribution in accordance 
with the quantity and quality of work, Lenin empha~ised thc. enor
mous significance of the workers having a ma terial mt~rest m th.e 
rcsults of their labour, in the growth oí social producnon._ In th1s 
connection he called attention to the nccessity of introducmg pay-
ment by thc piece and a system of bonuses. . . 

Lenin taught that an essential condition for the v1ctory ~f ~oc_1al
ism is the building up of a new, conscious scns.e of la?our d1Sc1plm~, 
educating thc people to take a commums~ alt1tudc to thcir 
work. Measures of compulsion must be uscd m the case of those 
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who try to give society as little as possible while grabbing as 
as possible for themselves. ' rnuch 

Onc of Lenin's great contribution to the theory and pract· 
· ·fi · . . ice of 

sc1e?tI e com~un1sm was h1_s ela~or~t10n of the principie of dem 
cratlc centrahsm as the bas1c pnnc1ple of economic manag 0• 

d th d . . f b ·1d· . . ement un er e con 1ttons o ut mg soc1alist and communist s · 
D . 1. ociety 

emocratlc centra 1sm means combining centralised l · 
d · · · f . P anned a mm1Strat1on o the economy with broad participation f h . . o t e 

masses m econom1c managcment and granting of adequate p 
to the local bodies. owers 

~enin went on to explain that any large-scale machine indust 
wh1ch forms the production foundation of socialism and the ry, 

f . , pro-
cesses o work orgamsed on the lines of such an industry call r 

b l d 
. . , 1or 

a so ute an stnctest umty of will directing the joint Iabour of 
h~ndreds, thousands and tens of thousands of people. Such unity of 
w11l I?r~s.upposes on_e-man management in industry, personal re
spons1bd1ty of dcfimtc persons for executive functions, for the job 
entru~te~ to them, and demands strict, conscious discipline and un
que~t1omng obedicnce to the will of the managers of production 
dunn~ wor~. Onc-ma~ mana~ement, Lcnin emphasised, must be 
combm~d w~th a _colleg1ate att1tude, with active participation of the 
masses ~n d1sc~ssmg _and solving the basic problems of managing 
productton, w1t? the1r control of thc work of enterprises. 

In The lmmedza/.e T asks of the Soviet Government and a number of his 
~thcr works a~d _speeches Lenin paid much attention to the qucs
tlon of the spcc1ahsts needed for the building of socialism. He consid
e~ed that the hean of t~e problen:1 was to create a new intelligen
ts1a th~t would ,have _ 1ts roots m the people and spring from 
a workmg people s env1ronment. At the same time Lenin stressed 
the nec~ity of enlisting the old, bourgeois speciaÜsts in socialist 
construct1on. 

Lenin gave_ the_ first Marxist analysis of the question of the atti
tude of the v1ctonous proletariat and its party to the bourgeois in
tellige;11tsia. He considcred employment of the old specialists an 
essential part of the general task of converting the whole great storc 
of ~ult.ure, the scicnce and technical knowledge accumulated by 
~ap1tahsm, fr~m a too! of the bourgeoisie in to a too! of the proletar-
1at. The workmg class, he explained, could and must re-educate the 
bulk of c_he old intelligentsia, and draw engineers and technicians, 
agronom1sts, teachers, doctors, men of science and culture and also 
former c_apitalists with expcrience of running large enter;rises into 
the serv1ce of the people. This was essential in the interests of 
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· and cultural construction and also for training the ncw 
~m~ . ' . e<P · n intelligentsia. Lenm taught Commumsts to be tactful 
~um . 

~ h old intelligentsia, to value and be cons1derate towards 
with t :cialist even though he might still be ideologically alien to 
very sp ' · · l d · h e nis· m as long as he worked consc1cnt1ous y, an w1t 

cornrnu ' 
sound knowledge of the job. . 

ª S ccess of the socialist transformation of Russ1a presupposed the 
ugthening of the dictatorship of the proletariat, and the devel-

stren .. L " d d ent and perfection of Soviet orgamsauon. enm a vocate 

doprnloping socialist democracy to the utmost, drawing the working 
eve · h d ople into the practica! work o~ governmg t e country, an 

pe ..,..enting the tics between the Soviets and the masses of the peo-ce... . . 
le Socialist democracy, Lenin explaincd, meant that every c1ttzen 

~ho.uld be so placed that he could take part ~n discu~sing sta~e laws 
and in electing hjs rcpresentatives to governmg bod1es and m put-
ting laws into effect. . . . . . . . 

Lenin's plan of soc1ahst construction was ~cce1ved ~1th host1hty 
bv the "Left Communists", who opposcd the mtroducllon of labour 
dkciplinc, one-man managcment in the enterprises, thc introdu~
tion of the cost-accounting principie, thc employmcnt of bourgeo1s 
specialists and the principle of material inc~nt~~e. In." 'Le~t-wing' 
Childishness and the Petty-Bourgcois Mentahty , pubhshed m May 
1918 Lenin showed that the "Left Communists" were the 
defe~dcrs and mouthpiece of thc petty bourgeoisic, that thcy had 
failed to understand the essence of the transition from capitalism to 
socialism the nature and tasks of thc proletarian statc, tbe specific 
features ~f Russia's economy at that time. 

At that time small commodity production was pred<?minant in 
Russia's economy and the petty-bourgeois element constitute_d, the 
greatest danger to the proletarian state. Under t~ese cond1t1ons, 
Lenin pointed out, the main task _was to subor?mate. t~e petty 
bourgeois to the control and accountmg of the Soviet _soc1al1St st~te. 
To achieve this aim and organise large-scale productton as rap1dly 
as possible Lenin considered it expedient to utilisc. various forros of 
state capitalism, to allow sorne degree of comprom1se, to come to an 
agreement with capitalists who werc prepared t? work undcr the 
control of the socialist state. He put forward the idea that aftcr the 
dictatorship of the proletariat had becn established state capi_tali_sm 
could, in certain circumstances, serve as ~ne of the ways of ?rmgmg 
about the gradual socialisation of cnterpnses that had r~~~med the 
property of capitalists. Lenin did not rule out th~ poss1b1hty of thc 
working class buying out the means of product1on owned by the 
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bourgcoisíe. "State capitalism" under thc dictatorship of th 
· L · ºd · · 1· e Prole tanat, .cnm sa1 , is capita 1sm allowed within definitc limits b . • 

proletanan government, which bases itself on thc comm yd~he 
heights of the economy, and is under the strict control of ~ tng 
cialist statc. e SO-

Th.e question ~f state capita1ism under the d ictatorshíp of h 
workmg class, wluch had been raised by life itself, by the con t e 

d . . f b ·1d· . 1· cretc 
co~ 1uons o u1 mg socia ism in that period was a new question 
w~1ch. had not an~ could n?t, have been posed by the foundcrs of 
sc1cnt1fic commumsm. Lenm s treatment of this question is 

l f h
. . an 

cxamp e ~ .. 1s crea~~vc approach to revolutionary theory. He 
sharply cnt1c1sed the Left Communists", who in this matter to 
a?opte~ a dogmatic position and refused to see the fundan.:ent~Í 
d1stmct1?n bctween "state. capitalism" under the dictatorship of the 
proletan~t and state cap1tahsm under bourgeois rule. 

In Soviet Russ~a statc-capitalist enterprises ncvcr became widely 
dcvelope~. and d1.d not play an important part in thc economy of 
the trans1t10~ pcnod, because the b.ourgcoisie, counting on restoring 
~he lx>t1r~cms-landowner system w1th the help of foreign imperial-
1sts, dechncd to work under the control of the Soviet Government. 
The possibili ty of utilising state capitalism in building socialism 
was, however, confirmed in practice by the experience of othcr 
countrÍC'-" which took the path of socialist development. 

First Steps Towards Building Socialism 

. In economic construction the Party directed its attention primar-
1ly al thc organisation of socialist industry. 

Lenin considcrcd it a matter of primary importancc to carry 
~hrough the nationalisation of large-scale industry, above all heavy 
mdustry, and to go ovcr from ·workers' control to working-class, 
state managcment of production. On June 28, 1918, the Council oí 
People's Commissars passed a decree on the nationalisation of ali 
large-scalc industry. Its implementation led to the nationalisation of 
largc-scalc and medium-scale industry for the most part. By the 
autumn of 1918 more than three thousand enterprises had becn 
nationaliscd. 

In a letter to a conference or representatives of nationalised en ter· 
prises of thc machine-building industry Len in urged lhem lo con· 
cenlratc all their energy on organi'>ing labour processes correctly, 
on raising the produclivity of labour. He recommendcd scnding 
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. • <l :orkers from the best factories to other factories to 
~riehnce ~:<Tanise work establish firm discipline and order, 
h lp t em ,., · ' · l e · and control in order to savc raw matena s. 
accou~ung l telv rebuffed the anarcho-syndicalist attitudes found 

I nin reso u . d . 
,e de union workers the attcmpts to hand the a m1-
ong tra ' d . H arn . f enterpriscs over to the relevant tra e umons. e 

· trauon ° · · lº d h · nl.S ded a merciless struggle "agamst thc synd1ca 1st an c aot1c 
deman . . . " * ·tude to nationahsed enterpnses . . . 
at~ ·n attached prime importance to the cenlraltsed planned gmd-

en\ the economv. H e wrote that communism demands and 
anee o ' ¡ d · h h umcs the utmost centralisation of large-sca e pro uct1on t roug -
ass thc countrv and that " ... only largc-scale, planned construc
o.ut rh1ºch ai¡{is at evenly utilising economic and business values, 
uon, "' . L . k d descrvcs to be called socialist". ** E ven ~t th1s stage enm wor e 
out the basic principies of socialist plannmg, wrotc about thc ~eces-
·cy to provide for racional distribution of industry from thc pmnt .ºf 

Sl d · f SO a} view of proximity of raw materials an ma~1mum ccon~>my o cr 
labour, and also concentration of producuon. Procccdm~ from the 
fact that the socialist national economy must be bmlt on an 
advanced technical basis, he drcw particular attcntion to the :1:c
rrification of industry and tran~port and thc utilisation of elcct:1c1ty 
in farming . Thus in the very lirst months of Soviet power Lenm set 
the electriiication of the national economy as a task of program-

matic importance. . p d 
In spite of the incredible difficultics the Commumst arty an 

Soviet power embarkcd upon extensivc economic and cultural con
struction. Power projects were drawn up. A programme for th~ 
development of the Ural-Kuznetsk Coalfield was worked out , 
a broad programme of railway building was drafted; preparatory 
work was begun on the construction of the Volga-Don Canal and 
the building of irrigation systems in Turk~stan. for ~he developn:ent 
of cotton-growing. Even in those days Lemn w1th hIS .usual fores1ght 
stressed the enormous importance of the raw-mat~nal. and power 
resources of the eastern regions of the country, Sibena. He gave 
great attention to the task of switching industr¡ over to peaeeful 
production organising the repair and product1on of agncultural 
machines ;nd ~quipment, and output of consumcr goods. Measures 
werc taken to develop trade between town and country' to make 

* V. I. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 27, p. 319. 

** !bid., Vol. 28, p. 36. 
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use of co-operatives in the distribution of foodsluffs and to · . · 
bl fi · ¡ ' lnStltut a sta e manc1a and monetary system. l' 

The Party and the Government made tremendous efl'o 
h h . n s to 

snatc t e country out o[ the Jaws of economic ruin and star · An . . . . . vatton. 
extremcly senous food cns1s developed m the spring and partic. 

ularly the s~1:11mer of .1918. The workers of Moscow, Petrograd 
and othc~ cmcs sornen.mes went for weeks on end without their 
bread ra~1on; che workmg peasantry of the provinces that did not 
gro:-V gram were also starving. The acute food shortage was caused 
mamly bccause, as a result of the intervention by the impcrialist 
powers and the co~nter-~evolutionary revolts, central Russia was 
cut off from thc m_am gram-producing areas (the Ukrainc, Siberia, 
and the Volga.reg1on), and the kulaks had hidden their grain and 
rcfused to se.11 1t to thc statc at íixed prices. The reactionary forces 
hoped. to b~mg abo~t the fall of Soviet power through starvation. 
The fatc ot thc Soviet Republic depended on the solution o[ thc 
food problem. 

Lenin wrcstled with the problem of provid ing the cities with 
bread and. found a so~ution in the form of new, proletarian methods 
of co~batmg thc ~amme. In May 1918, Lcnin initíated and partici
pated m the drawmg up of decrces on the food situation which con
firmed that thc statc grain monopoly was inviolable, and demanded 
ruthless measures to stop profiteering, and called for the strictcst 
control and proper distribution of ali grain stocks. 
" The papcrs pu~lis~ed L:nin's letter to the Petrograd workers 

On .thc Famme , m wh1c~ he called upon the proktariat to 
organ'.se ~ . mass crusad~ agamst the grain profiteers, against thc 
kul~ks, agamst all. who v10l":ted. sta~e regulations conceming thc col
Iection, transportmg and dIStnbut10n of grain. 

1t was not. only thc food question that was being decided in the 
fight f~r g~am: the point at issue was the victory of the socialist 
revolution m the countryside, and hence the fate of the dictatorship 
of the proletariat. "This struggle seems to be only a struggle for 
bre~d, but ~ a matter of fact it is a struggle for socialism ~, * said 
L~mn: Dunng the confiscation of the landed estates and the redis
tnbu~1on of the land thc class struggle between the kulaks and the 
work1~g peasantry flared up with fresh intensity. By its extensive 
orga111sat1onal work the Bolshevik Party paved the way for the 
further development and deepening of the socialist revolution in thc 
countryside. 

* V. l. Lenin, Co//tcled Works, Vol. 27, p. 472. 
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1 
spring of 1918, when he was drawing up the plan of social-

lo t 1e . . p , h' f k truction Lenm madc tl one of the arty s e 1e tas s to 
~t cons ' · · · · ·11 d l · ,e "a gradual but stcadv transrnon to JOmt ti agc an arge-
acluC\ ~ ' · · · h' 

1 
socialist agriculture". * It is worth ment1onmg m t is connec-

s~a e hat even then Lenin basing himself on the fundamental ideas 
uoo t ' · · · Id d of ~farx and Engels, was pomtmg out th.at. co-operat~o~ cou an 
should play an important pa~t ~n the bwl?mg of soc1ahsn_1 b~cause 

r.t r the victorv of the sociahst rcvolution and thc wmnmg of a11 e . . 
wer by the working class "the position of the co-operat1ves un-

rergoes a fundamental change".** Later, reas~ning from the p~op-
·t1'on about the socialist nature of co-operat1on under the d1cta-

os1 . f h b . torship of the proletariat, with social ownersh1p o t e as1c meaos 
of production, Lenín evolved his bril!ian~ ~o-op~rative plan for 
bringing the peasan ts on to the path of :oc1ahsm, for the _volu_ntary 
amalgamation of srnall peasant farros n:to large collecttv~ farms. 

Having abolished prívate owncrship of thc land, t~e Sov~et gov
ernroenl carried out a series of rneasures to rcorgamse agnculture 
along socialist lines. State socialist farros were set up on the basis of 
thc bcst of the landed cstates. Lenin regarded the state farms as 
strongholds of socialist reforrn of the countrysid~ and raising of the 
productive forces of agriculture. The firsl agncultural communes 
and artels rcceived support and encouragernc~l from thc ~arty and 
the Government. At Lenin 's suggcstion a spcc1al fund was mstituted 
which issued grants and loans to the collecti\'c farms. . . 

Questions of cultural construction began to figur~ proromently m 
Lenin's \vork as soon as Soviet powcr was escabhshed. I n a talk 
with A. Lunacharsky, the People's Corornissar of Education, on the 
tasks of rhe Commissariat of Education he strcssed the nccessity of 
a serious, statesmanlike approach to the work of public education 
and widespread development of política! and cducational work 

among thc people. 
Lenin considered it most important to win over the tcachers to 

Soviet power. He made many speeches to teachcrs, explai~ing to 
them the policy of the Communist Party in the field of pubhc ~du
cation. The Soviet school, he said, must become a means of e~tg~t
ening and educating the pe?ple, .m~st s.er.ve thc cause of bu1ldmg 
socialist society. The work ol abohshmg 1lhtcracy a~ong adults was 
begun. Thc doors of the inslitutions of higher lcarmng were opened 
wide to the workers and peasants. 

* lbid., p. 153. 
** !bid., p. 215. 

317 



Lcnin, was rcsponsivc to thc cultural aspirations of the 
people. 'Pokrovsky. Build a school Len· " h'. . workinrr 't · m was 1s terse inst . {'> 

wn ten on a scrap of paper with barel)' le 'bl l . ruction h'ch h gi e etters-the lctte . 
w i t e pcasants of a rcmote northern vill l . . r, in 
they had tricd in vain to get the uyezd a d a~e ~omp amed that 
build thcm a school and appealed to L n. g~ emh ia authorities to 
l t 'd " enm 1or elp "Also .. 
e ter sa1 ' we send you greetings and m . . , the 

iat w~ll and give the bourgeois a soundayb~:t~nlcad the prolctar
orgamsed a Committee of Poor Peasants 60 fio gl. Wel h.ave also 
thin h L r oursc ves t is a ªOOd 
. g, may t e ord give you good health Th . . ~ idea."* · ey say 1t was your 

Lenin al~o ?elped thc Putilov workers, who decided to or . . 
an art stud10 for children at the works \1\Then tl p ·1 d ganise 
t Id L · · · ie uu ov ele 
o cnm that thc Department of Public Educ · g~tcs 

them to postponc the pro¡· ect L . d ation had adv1scd 
h

. d . . ' enm turne to the other peopl, · 
is stu y and said: e 111 

"Do Y?u hcar what the Putilov workers want ') T I . 
duce their own working-dass i t ¡¡· . . iey w,mt to pro-. n e igentsia and they are told . 'W . 
a year or so I' No delav l . . att 
organised!" ** . . , w1atsocver, the studio must be 

The Soviet state made · ffi . 
technical personnel in tl1 penastkcntfe or.ts . to enhst scientific and 

e wor o soc1ahst const · L · 
warmly welcomed the d . . f h ruct1on. enm cc1s1on o t e A.cadcm)' e f S · 
operate with thc Soviet Go : . J ciences to co-. vcrnment m the work of st d . } 
country's natural rcsources The Sovi G u ymg l 1t 
were then large funds for s~i . - . et overnrnenl alloued what 
laboratories and experimcnt~~~~:~i:~:arc~,tcw ~escarch instilutes, 
in thc very first ycar of th . ¡· . an a~toncs werc organiscd 

. e socia lSt revolution 
Attachmg grcat importan t h fi . 

and propagation of Marxíst ~c:r 't e u.rther development, study 
made by kading personncl of the )Pe;~n~n ~uppo~ted . the proposal 
tion on the settin u of . p .es . omm1ssanat of Educa
A d f . g p a ~1arx1st sc1entific ccntre - the S . 1"1 

ca emy o Social Sciences d d fi d ocia is 
tasks as: publication of :\far~~~ lite;a~::e t~~ A~ademy's principal 
ist scholars organisin s . 1 ' nngmg togcther Marx
sophical a~d econo ~ ociabl rcsearch, elaboration of current philo
from a M . ~me pro. ems, and teaching the social sciences 

arx1st pomt of v1cw. 
At the cnd of December 1917 h t e State Publishing House was set 

. • About llyic/1. Articles and Reminisccnc b ' ,. -.. 
nmgrad, 1934, pp. 77, 78 fRuss cd \ .es \ \ illage Corrcspondcms, Le-

o Remi11i.1ce11ces of l.e11in ' Par¡ 2 ·~ '.10 . ' ' .v scow, 195i, p. 75 (Russ. cu.). 
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The mass publication of socio-political books, literary classics 
llPd textbooks began. Lenin showed exccptional concern for 
ft,raries, which, in bis opinion, werc to becomc genuine centres of 
1

0
11ure and politico-educational activity. 

e The Soviet state made great artistic treasures thc property of thc 
whole people. Lenin initiated measures for thc nacionalisation of in
\aluable art collections (one of them was the Trecyakov Gallery6

1
) , 

and also for the protection of artistic and historical monuments. 
5o0n after the Government's removal to :V1oscow Lcnin gave in
structions for restoring the most importanl historical buildings of 
the Kremlin. His was the plan of "monumcnt propaganda", which 
meant the decoration of Soviet towns and cities, above ali Moscow 
and Petrograd, by installing memorials , bas-rcliefs and other sculp
tures, whose purpose would be to propagate che ideas of socialism, 
show the heroism of thc working people's strugglc for freedom frorn 
their oppressors, and commemorate the great men of culture. 

Consolidation of Soviet Power 

l n the field of state organisation Lenin considered the consolida
tion of Soviet power in lhe provinces one of the mosl important 
problems at that period. In his articlcs and spccches Lenin repcat
edly painted out that the Soviet Govcrnmcnt had no intcntion of 
belictling the signilicance of che local authoritics an<l limiting thcir 
rights and independencc. At tbe samc time he resolutely opposed 
the parochial attitude and separatism, which he regarded as the 
resistance of the petty-bourgeois elcment to C't:ntralised proletarian 
state administration. He considered parochial tendcncies to 
be extremcly dangerous to thc building of socialism and commu-

nism. 
Lcnin emphasised that rapid and accuratc fulfilment of ali the 

laws and instructions of lhe Soviet Government playcd an impor
tant part in organising and regulating the activities of the organs of 

Soviet power. 
In order to inculcate and strcngthen rcvolutionary, Soviet legal-

ity, Lenin told the Commissariat of .lustice to draw up and put 
into eílect measures for organising and improving thc work of thc 
people's courts. He demanded ruthless action against embezzlement 
of public funds and bribery, profiteering and rowdyism, swindling 
and parasitism. "'He who does nol work, ncither shall he eat' - this 
is the practical commandment of socialism. This is how things should 
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be organiscd practically," * he wrote. Lcnin proposcd stern rnc 
against bribery. asures 

Lenin foresaw that the peaceful breathing-space might b h 
lived and considered it most important to strengthen th eds" ort-

. . e etence 
potenual of the Soviet land. " The Russian Soviet f ed · 
R bl" ,, d erat1vc 
e~u ic, state a resolution, passed by the Fourth Congr 

So ts h ·ri . . ess of v1e , on t e rat1 1cation of the Brest Treaty " having · 1 ' unan1-
mous_ y condemned predatory wars, from now on deems it its ri ht 
and Its duty to defend the socialist fatherland against all poss~I 
attacks by any of the imperialist powers." ** 1 

e 
One of the important planks in the Bolshevik Party's programme 

had bee~ th~ ?~mand for the replacement of thc standing army b 
a people s m1ht1a. However, experience of the revolution in Russ· y 
and the fact that the S?viet Republic, encircled by hostilc capital~:~ 
states, enco~~tcred ~unous armed resistance by the landowners and 
thc ?aurgeo1s1e, dcc1ded the new approach to the problem taken by 
Lenm ~nd thc Party. In order to defend the gains of the socialist 
revolution from .encroachments by interna! and externa! cnemics 
the Party re~>g~1sed thc need to create a strong and well-equippcd 
army of thc Soviet state, an army of a new type. Unlike the arm· 
f } · · 1· ies 

o t ic 11?~cna 1st states, which are the mailed fist of the exploiting 
classcs, mstrumcnts for thc enslavemcnt of their workers and pcas
~nts an~ the ~eoplcs of other countries, the Soviet army is an army 
or thc hbcrat1on_ o~ the working people, an army founded and edu-

cated _on thc prmc1ples of prolctarian intemationalism. 
~t hrst the R~d ~rmy was recruited from voluntcers. Bu t by thc 

spni;ig of 1918,_ m v1cw of thc necessity of repulsing the interven
t1omsts and wh1teguards, the Communist Party and the Soviet Gov
ernme~t began making preparations for thc creation of a regular 
centrahscd army on the b · f 1 · · · as1s o compu sory m1htary serv1ce. 
Thank~ to the enormous work of the Party and the revolutionary 
enthus1asm of the people, by the autumn of 1918 a firm foundation 
for a r~gular peopl_e's army, the Red Army, had been Jaid. 

The F1fth All-Russ1a Congrcss of Soviets opened on July 4-, 1918. 
It ~vas t?e scene of a sharp struggle against the Left Socialist-Revo
lutt_onanes, who _attempted to discredit the Soviet Government's 
pohc'., c~me out m de~ence of ~h~ counter-revolutionary parties, thc 
Menshevik~ and the Right Soc1ahst-Revolutionaries, demandcd thal 
thc campa1gn against the kulaks be abandoned, demanded freedom 

* V. I. Lenin, Collecld Works, Vol. 26, p. 414. 
** !bid. , Vol. 27, p. 201. 
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f rivatc trade in grain and that the Poor Peasants' Committees be 
0 t!iished; they also called for repudiation of the Brest Treaty. 
ª 

1 
the Council of People's Commissars' report Lcnin hit back at 

h 
ºLeft Socialist-Revolutionaries and exposed and rcfuted their 

t e f h ,, 
slanderous allegations. "The whole5co~rscGoo events ~;s s o~h 
hat the Communist Party and the ov1et vemmcnt were ng t 

~n concluding the Brest peace'', he stressed. During the peaceful 
breathing-space the workers and peasant5 ~ad o~er~ome enorm_ous 
difficulties and taken a great step forward m soc1ahst construct1on. 
Lenin explained the necessity for the emcrgency measures that the 
Soviet Government had adopted in combating the famine, and 
showcd that the Communist Party was steadily carrying out 
a policy of alliance between the working class and the rural poor 
and a ll the working peasan try. --- -·- -

After keen debates on the rcports of the All-Russia Central Exec
utive Committee and thc Council of Peoplc's Commissars the Con
gress passed by a majority vote the resolution proposed by the 
Communist group expressing full approval of thc foreign and home 
policy of the Soviet Govemment. 

O n July 6, the Left Socialist-Revol utionaries, defoated at the 
Congress, started an anti-Soviet revolt. With the o~ject of provok
ing war between Germany and Soviet Russia they murdered the 
German Ambassador Mirbach in Moscow. Thc Congress was 
adjourned and on Lenin's instructions energctic measures were 
takcn to put clown the revolt. 

Within twenty-four hours all armed action by che Left Socialist
Revolutionarics was suppressed. Their criminal action roused the 
deepest indignation among the working people and united them 
even closer with the Bolshevik Party. "The worker and peasant 
masses," said Lenin , "have been rallying ever closer and more 
solidly around the Communist-Bolshevik Party, the authentic spokes
man of the will of the masses." * \tVhen it resumed its work on 
July 9, the Congress of Soviets approved the resolute measures 
taken by the Soviet Governmcnt to dcal with the Lcft Socialist
Revolutionaries' criminal adventure. 

The Congress completed its work with an act of grcat signifi
cance. It approved the first Constitution of thc Russian Soviet 
Fedcration of Socíalist Rcpublics. Lenin headed the commission of 
the Party Central Committee that was cntrusted with the task of 

* V. l. Lenin, Collected Worh , Vol. 27, p. 535. 
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making the final draft of thc Constitution for submission to th 
Fifth Congress of Soviets. On Lenin's suggestion a "Declaration 0~ 
Rights of the Working and Exploited People" was included in the 
Constitution as the preamble, an article on equality of nationalities 
and races in the Soviet Republic was added, and certain other are¡. 
eles were formulated. 

In a speech headed "What Does the Soviet Constitution Give the 
Working People", which he made ar a meeting in Moscow, and in 
severa! other speeches and works, Lenin described che world-wide 
significance of the Soviet Constitution. He pointed out that the 
Constitution had not been invented by a commission, that it was 
not the work of lawyers; it was a record of the experience of organi
sation and struggle by the proletariat against the exploiters; it gave 
legislative confirmation to the great gains of che working people of 
Soviet Russia: establishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat, 
alliance of the working class and the working peasantry, public 
ownership of the basic means of production, and thc institution of 
genuine dcmocracy, democracy for the wholc people. Lenin stressed 
the fundamental difference bctween the Soviet Constitution and thc 
constitutions of countries ruled by exploiters. All constitutions that 
had previously cxisted, he said, stood guard over the interests of 
the ruling dasses. But the Soviet Constitution "serves and 
will constantly serve the working people and is a powerful weapon 
in the fight for socialism". * 

Clearly stating whac the Rus.sían revolution has achievcd, the 
Soviet Constitution reflects the ideals of the proletariat, of the work
ing people of thc whole world. "Our Constitution," Lenin said 
later, "will always win the sympathy of the working peoplc. The 
word 'Soviet' is now undcrstood by everybody, and the Soviet Con
stitution has been translated into all languages and is known to evel) 
workcr. He knows that it is the Constitution of working people, the 
political system of working people who are calling for victory over 
international capital, that it is a triumph we have achieved over the 
international imperialists." * * 

The great Lenin steered the Soviet ship wisely and steadily 
through the storms and stress of the first months of proletarian dic
tatorship. Everything he did bore the inspiration of creative work, 
of bringing new forms of life into being. At that time Lenin had 
already determincd the basic elements in the plan for building 

* V. l. Lcnin, Collected Works, Vol. 42, p. 105. 
** lbid., Vol. 30, p. 157. 
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. . R ssia. the creation of largc-scalc indu~try' the switch-
sociahsm in l1\ ra:ming to large-scale socialist agnculture, the re-

r [rom sma . 
ove . of a cultural revolutton. . . . 
alisau~n's lan for starting socialist constructio~ a~d its reahsauon 

LeninS ~ t people have been of world-histonc im~ortance. The 
b\ the oVle . . E e Asia and Latin Amenca have con-. 1. t evolut10ns m urop , · 

1 socia is r . ed i'n this plan form an essenua d hat the measures env1sag . . . . 
firrne t i· tº f the general laws of bu1ldmg soc1ahsm. in the rea isa 1on o f h s · t 
stage . ·11 not be "'orgotten Lenin wrote o t e ov1e · xpenence w1 1' ' • hº 'fh1s e d . l'sm "lt has gone down m istory ¡ , first steps towar s socia 1 • . 
peop ~s. 1 , . d n it the future world revolution w1ll erect 
s soc1ahsm s gam, an o 

ª · · difi "* its soCiahst e ice. 

* V. l. Lenin, Coltected Works. Vol: 27, P· 413· 



Chapter Eleven 

LENIN HEADS DEFENCE 
OF THE SOCIALIST COUNTRY 

Á nation in whi h th . . d c e maJOnty of th 
~ghttn~:ntsthrt;alise, feel and see tha: thorket's 

g •Or eir OWD s . ey &!' 
of the workin oviet power' ÍOt' the t 
tory wil1 g people, for the cause wh rule 

ensure them and th • . ose vic 
benefits of culture of ali th e1r children ali th. 
b h • at has be t Y uman labour-such a ti en createct 
vanquished. na on can never be 

. Lrnin 

. The policy. of t.he Soviet Governmen t sho d h 
Party was domg its utmost t<) . . we t at the Bolshevik 

l 
. mamtam pcace d bl' 

re at10ns with thc capitalist . an esta ish normal 

B t L 
. countnes and to preve t . ·1 

u enm's plan of pcaceful sociaÚs . n a c1v1 war. 
by the imperialists and the e . t con~tructmn was thwartcd 

ounter-revolut10n at home. 

The Struggle A · gai.nst the lnterventionists 
and the Whites 

. After the international imperialists' ho 
t1on would be strangled bv th G pe that the Russian revolu· 
the Entente Powers launc1'1ed e .erman a~mies had been shattercd 
h · 1 an mtervent1on · So · ' 

t a~ IS, thcy interfercd impudentl . agam~t ' v1et Russia, 
Soviet people. lt was " f y m the domest1c affairs of thc 

. h export o counter l . " w1t specious talk about d . -revo ution camouflaged 

l 
r. emocracy ·'libera( ,. f h 

peop e irom "anarchy" and "Bol h ,ík. ion o t e Russian 

R 
· f s ev tvranny" d "d 1· · 

uss1a rom the Germans" t Th , , an e 1venng 
true aims in secret docum~ e c. Th e Entente bosses revealed their 
~addle the Soviet people wi~ts~h ~~ wanted, by armed force, to 
mto spheres of influence i· ed o system and to divide Russia 

B h n or er to co t. 1 .. 
Y t e summer of 1918 the s . R n. mue P undering her. 

The breathing-space was 'overo Tv1et r. epubhc was in a ring of fire. 
do . . . wo iorces-world . . ¡· 

me.me counter-revolution -had . . d impena ism and 
Republic. JOme hands to fight the Soviet 

The externa! cncmies werc thc British . 
and German imperialists wh d ' F1ench, U.S., Japanese 

d 
' o wante not only t ' 

owner an capitalist rule in R . d o restare land-uss1a an suppress the socialist revo-
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. but also to enslavc the peoples of R.ussia. Operating in 
~;~e with the foreign imperialists were the intcrnal encmics-the 

1 "talists, landowners and kulaks, who viciously hated Soviet 
~er and who, with intervcntionist backing, made a dcsperate 

pOteJTIPt to re-establish the old order. 
at 'fhe bourgeois-landowning counter-revolution was abetted by the 
~ensheviks and Socialist-Revolutionaries, who, as Lenin wrote, 
declared that they were for Soviet power and against the military 
jntervention of the Entente, but in fact aided the counter-revolu-
1¡011: they urged the workers to strike and the peasants to fight 
against food requisitioning, preached the right to trade, and in 
~any cases openly struck dcals with the Whites and the interven-

The Russian revolution, said Lenin, showed again with absolute tionists. 

clarity that when their rule and propcrty are hanging in the 
balance, the exploiting classes forget a\\ about their talk of patrio
tism and \ove of indcpendence, sell out their country and come to 
terms with any foreign reactionary forces against their own people. 

lnternational irnperialism was the leading force in the counter
rcvolutionary struggle against thc Soviet Republic. Owing to tremen
dous support from the Entente and to its guidance thc Whites were 
ablc to carry on an armcd struggle against thc Soviet Rcpublic for 
a relatively long time, that is, for almost thrce years. The Entente 
supplicd them with arms, equipment, money and military advisers. 
The strategic plans of thc Whites werc drawn up by the Allied 
General Headquarters and were carried out under the direction of 
its officers. That is why Lenin said that international imperialism 
was to blame for starting and dragging out the civil war in Russia . 

T he U .S.A. was one of the principal architects, in fact the in
spirer, of the anti-Soviet intervention, in which it took an active 
part. Lenín called American imperialists the hangmen of Russian 
freedom. "At this very moment," wrote Lenin, "the American mul-· 
timillionaires, these modern slavcowncrs, havc turned an excep
tionally tragic page in the bloody history of bloody imperialism by 
giving their approval-whether director indirect, open or hypocriti
cally concealed, makcs no difference - to the armed expedition 
launched by the brutal Anglo-Japanese imperialists for the purpose 

of throttling the first socialist republic." * 
U .S. bourgeois historians havc been and still are at grcat pains to 

whitewash the American monopolists, to conceal their complicity in 

• V.l. Lenio, Collected Works, Vol. 28, p. 62. 
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that infamous crime and mask th l . 
actually played in the anti-S . _e ro e '"~h1ch the United St· 
them and bear out Lenin's ov1et lm~ervent1on. But the facts ex~es 

conc us1on '"'se 
In August 1918 the U s G . · . 

fying the Allies' ~ilitary ~~era~:e.;7:iei{ is~uedI a dcclaration j usli-
mentary" was prepared in the USA uss1a._ n Oct?bcr a "coin. 
teen Points" 62 . · . · · · on Pres1dent Wilson's "F 

, it was m effect a progr r. our. 
thc Soviet system and the d. be amme or the destruction of 

B 
. . ISmem rment of R . F 

. ntam co-ordinated with the USA . uss1a. rancc and 
mt~rvention. The American forc~s· ~lo~l th~ir plans ~o.r anti-So\ict 
mamstay of the occupation reg1ºme>. g "hvith the Bnt1sh, werc thc 

U S 
m nort ern Rus· Abo 

.. men and officers took r . . s1a. ut 9.000 
Russia's Far East. pa t m the anti-Soviet intervention in 

Voicing the dcsigns of world im . . . 
announced a "campaign of' 14 p p~;1ahs1?, Wmston Churchill 

· owers aga1 t s · 
sa1d that the "Bolshcvi'k · 1: • ns ov1et Russia. He 

h 
· miant must be stra ¡ d · . 

t e impcrialists did not realisc th t h " ng e. ~t its birth" . But 
the titanic strength of a H . . 1 a At e ~olshev1k mfant" possessed 

· crcu es. nd JUSt as th· · 1: 
stranglcd w1th his own h d h . e m1ant Hercules 

h d 
an s t e terrible ser t h" h · 

a slipped into his cradle h p~n s w ic h1s enemy 

h 
' so t e voung Sov1 t R blº 

t e monstcrs of international and d, . e epu ic crushcd 
demonstrating thal the S) . t omesttc counter-revolution thus 
• e v1c svstem bor fº l O ' t10n, is invinciblc. . ' n o t ie ctobcr Revolu-

The. Co~munist Party carne forward . . . 
tcrnauonahst force It ro d h ~ a great patnot1c and in-

. use t e workmg l d 
peoplc of Soviet Russia to a revolution c ~s. an all working 
mvaders and bourgeoi 1 d ary, patnotic war against che 

s- an owner counter 1 . . 
a war for thc socialist fatherland for th S -r~vo ut10nar_1es. It was 
guard of thc world army of '. l' e ov1et Repubhc, the van-

T socia 1sm . 
. . he Party Cenlral Committee headed bv L . 

mihtary headquarters, a coJJectiv~ bod . , . enm, became a real 
country. Lenin guided ali th y direct1_ng the defence of the 
Central Committee and th 

5
e ~astGand mamfold activities of the 

h 
e ov1et overnm t . d ~ e enemy. It was under his leadershi . en a1me at defeating 

its domestic and foreign policy d . P ~hat the Party worked out 
tan t q uestions related to th S . urmg t e war' and solved impor-

e ov1et armed fo 
etc. He helped to draw up t . . . rces, to army supplics, 

h 
. . s ratcg1c mihtarv pl· d 

t eir implcmentation. During the civil ' '.'1-°s an map out 
not only a political lcader but 1 war Lenm provcd himself 
conversant with the art ~f a so an outstanding strategist, a man 

L . war. 
e~m workcd under an incredible strain d . . 

tary mtcrvcntion and the civil war . urmg the fore1gn mili-
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On arriving at his office early in the morning, he began bis daily 
ork as V. Bonch-Bruyevich, office manager of the Council of Peo

wl 's' Commissars, later recalled, by going quickly through the 
~ ecurnents pertaining to the military situation, and then marking 

0 the map the positions and movements of the Red Army and 
00 ernv units. He carefully studied General Headquarters communi
e~és ~nd reports, as well as operational and politico-military infor
~aúon [rom the battle fronts. He was briefed exhaustively on the 
war situation and the Red Army operations. Furthermore, he kept 
in constant touch with the commanders of the various fronts and 
armies. T he rapidly changing situation called for a prompt solution 
of countless war problems. Day by day Lenin did an cnormous 
arnount of work to ensure execution of Party and Government di
rcctives. H e set an example of efficient leadership not only by 
attending to all the more important matters concerning the conduct 
of the war as a whole, but also by looking deeply into all that 

transpired on the home and war fronts. 
At the same time he addressed numerous mcetings, conferences 

and congresses to explain the country's interna! and international 
p<>sition and the military situation to Communists, workers, peas
ants and Red Army men, to reveal thc sources of the strength and 
invincibility of Soviet power, to describe thc tasks facing the 
country, and to inspire the people to heroic deeds on the battlc 
fronts and at home. He put forward the slogan: "Everything for the 

front ! Everything for victory !" 
I n the summer of 1918, the Soviet Republic was in an excep-

tionally difficult position. The interventionists had seized threc
quarters of its territory. The Eastern front, whcre the Whites had 
succeeded in capturing Syzran, Samara, Simbirsk and Kazan, 
became the decisive front. Lenin said that the fate of the revolution 
was being decided there. The Central Committce decided in the 
latter half of July to reinforce the Eastern front. Lenin hcld that the 
situation could be improved by sending Communists and class-con
scious workers to it. He broke down the parochialism and indiscip
line of Zinoviev, Chairman of the Petrograd Soviet, and certain 
other Petrograd leaders obstructing C.C. directives to dispatch 
experienced Party functionaries and Pctrograd workers to the 
Eastern front. He kept in constant touch with the Eastern front, 

and gave advice and instructions. 
And this soon yielded results. Thanks to thc steps taken by the 

Central Committee, the Soviet forces on the F.astern front checked 
the enemy advance and then took the counter-offcnsive. 
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Lcnin also followed opcrations on the other fronts H<' 
the speedy suppression of the kuJak revolts as a ~ost i n:garded 
task. mportant 

The foreign imperialists and interna] counter-revoluti . 
resorted to thc most infamous methods in their struggle ag _unar1es 
S · Th · ' amst the ov1ets. ey consptred to overthrow the Soviet Go\'emmcnt 
t · L · and o assassmate enm and other leaders of the Communist Part 
the Soviet state. On August 30 1918 Lenin addressed a meet! and 
h M. h 1 ' ' mg at ~ e 1c _e son (now Vladimir Ilyich) Works. Later, as he was walk-

mg to his. car, Fanny. Kapl_an,_ ª. Socialist-Revolutionary terrorist 
fired on h1m severa! times mfüctmg serious wounds with notch J 
and poisoned bullets. e 

. Lenin's Jife hung on a thread. One of the bullets had lodgcd in 
lus left shoulder and the other perforated the top of his lcft lun r 

He lust mu~h blood and his pulse was very weak. The hcart w~ 
somcwhat d1sp la~ed and therc was danger of blood poisoning. Thc 
doct~rs had the1r work cut out to save his life. Lenin himself 
remamed c~ol. H.e reassurcd his relatives, comradcs and doctors. 
He kept saymg w1th a smile: "It's all right. T his sort of thing can 
happen to any revolutionarv." ' 

The dastardly attempt on' Lcnin's lifc stunned thc country. The 
Party, workers, pe~sants an? Red Army men, ali of thc Soviet peo
ple, followed the mformation on Lenin's condition in the news
papc:S with anxicty. Letters and telegrarns poured in, in which the 
~or~m~ people wishcd him a speedy recove°ry. R esolutions express
mg md1gnauon wcre passed at the factories, in the villages, on the 
war and home fronts. The pcoplc demanded that the terrorists and 
bourgeois-landowncr counter-~evolutionaries be shown no merey. 
The workers and peasants rall1ed even more closely round the Part) 
and the Soviet Governmcnt. 

Fortunate!y, Lenin had a strong constitution and quickly recov
ered fro~ h1s woun?s. As soon as he felt a little better he asked to 
be kept mformed, 1f only in brief: of all important matters and 
when the doctors insisted that he should "forget all aboul w'ork" 
he replied: "Not at a time like this." A week after he wa~ 
wounded, he bcgan sending telegrams with instructions on military 
matters. 

On September 16, thc doctors allowed Lenin to resume work. He 
attend:ct a Central Con:mittee meeting and next day presidcd over 
a meetmg of t~c Council of Peoplc's Commissars. The press carried 
the la.st b~llet1,~ on _the state. or his health, to which Lenin added 
the followmg: J n v1ew of th1s bulletin and the fact that 1 feel quite 
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1 very earnestly rcquest that thc doctors not be b~thered with 
we!I, hone calls and questions." On October 16, Lenm went for 
tel plk · the Kremlin grounds and was filmcd for a ncwsreel. He '"'ª in d d.d ªas annoyed when he saw that he was being filmcd, an 1 not 
"' bjecting to it until he was told that the workers wanted to see 
stop ºhe was convalescing. Thc newsreel was cnthusiastically 
hoW . d b k . · ed ali over the countrv. The aud1ences rose an ro e mto recc1v , . d h 
prolonged applause t~e ~oment Lenm appeare on t e screen. 
Many people wept w1th JºY· . . . . 

Lenin immersed himself in work, g1vmg h1s attent1on to the more 
important and pressing matters. But be~or~ long he ~eh that the 

ain was too great for him, and on the ms1stcnce of bis doctors he 
:~reed to go for a rest to a place called Gorki, in thc vicinity of 
Moscow. . . 

Lenin and his wife moved into a small room m a wmg of 
the big house. Lenin spent about thn:c we~~s in Gork_i .. Gradually, 
he regained his strength and his hig~1 .spmts. He reJOl~ed at the 
good news from the fronts. H(: al~o reJ01ce~ at the ~rowmg _revolu
tionary movement in the cap1tahst cuuntnes, parttcularly m Ger
many, where therc was a severc political crisis. 

The Proletarian Revolution 
and the Renegade Kautsky 

Lenin regarded che abscnce of re\'olutionary proletaria~ parties 
in the West European countries and the fact that the workmg-class 
movement there was dominated by reformists as the greatest danger 
to the revolutions maturing in those countries. He was deeply 
angered by the articles Kautsky published a~ainsl ~olshevism at 
that time, and especially by the book On the Dzctators!1tP of the Pr?le
tariat which distorted Marxism and denicd the necess1ty for a soc1al
ist re~olution and the dictatorship of the prolctariat. C~nsidcring. it 
essentíal to rebut attempts at distorting and vulgaris~ng Marxist 
theory, Lenin, in October and :November 1918, wrote IHS wo~·k, The 
Proletarian Revolution and the Renegade Kautsky. He cons1stently 
exposcd Kautsky's revisionisri: _ an~ treachery and the monstrous 
thcoretical confusion, the falsiücat1ons and subterfugcs that were 
piled high in Kautsky's book. . . 

Len in showcd Lhat Kautsky was d1storting the ~~sence of the ~al
ter by presenting the contrast betwcen the _pos1t1on of thc R1ght 
socialists and the Bolshevi.k-communists as the contrast between 
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two radically different methods: the dictatorial and the democr l. ,, 

H l . d h . . aic "' e exp ame t at it is wrong to set "dictatorship in gen · ,, 
· "d · ., eral agamst cmocracy m general· . The essencc of any stat, . 

a society of antagonistic classes is the dictatorship of the econ~ ·~ 
cally dominant class, which uses political power to safcgu m~ 
the ~conomic foundations of its rule and suppress its e~ 
enem1es. SS 

B~t whilc the dict~torship of t~e exploiting classes has been, and 
contmues to ~e, forc1ble suppress1on of the overwhelming majorit) 
o~ the pop.ulat1on, of the working people, the force employed by the 
d1ctatorsh1p of the working class is directed against the cxploitcrs 
who ~re a ne~ligible minority of the population. The main task of 
the d1ctatorsh1p of the proletariat, Lcnin emphasised, is not violence 
but the establishment of a new, socialist system. 
. .Tust as there is not, and cannot be, an abstract dictatorship, thcre 
!~, not, and canno~ . be, "pu re de~ocracy", democracy in general. 

P~re democracy 1s the mcndac1ous phrasc of a liberal who wants 
to fool thc w~rkers," wrote Lenin. "History knows of bourgcois 
democracy wh.1ch takes the place of fcudalism, and of proletarian 
derr:iocracy wh1ch takcs the place of bourgeois democracy." * * Bour
geo1s democracy is a historical advance compared with feudalism. 
The work_ing cl~ss, lcd by i~s ~farxist parties, and ali the genuincly 
popular t.orc~s m the. cap1tahst countries must resolutcly defend 
dcr~10cratlc ng~ts agamst the onslaught of reaction and struggle 
a~llvely for ~heIT extension and for an improvement of thc position 
of the workmg masses. But there is another side to the question. 
We must by ~o means forget the lirnited character of bourgeois 
democracy, wh1ch under capitalism remains and cannot but remain 
a narrow, curtailed and hypocritical dem~cracv for the rich fo; 
thc exploitcrs. · ' 

In bis writings and speechcs, Lenin unmasked American democ
racy, stressing t~at_ ''.no'"".here is the power of capital, the power of a 
handful of mult1m1lhonatres over the whole of society, so crudc and 
s? op~nly corrupt a~ in America". *** The persecution of interna
tionahsts, the lynchmg of Negroes, bloody reprisals against strikcrs 
by merce~ary bands armed by the capitalists, the oppression and 
stran~ulat1on of small and weak peoples, and support for the most 
react1onary forces throughout the world are all indications 

* V. !. Len in, Collected Works, Vol. 28, p. 232. 
** !bid., p. 242. 

*** !bid., Vol. 29, p. 486. 
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h . . hlv-vauntcd American democracy is in fact a dictator-
that the ig , . 

. f the bourgcoisie, wrote Lenm. . 
sh1P 0 d y the ideologists of imperialism scck to dcce1ve the peo-

Jn our a ur. Id" TI · h fairy-tales about what they call thc LTCC wor . 1ey 
plr ~:;\Testero democracy", clairrúng that it has cntered a new era, 
e,xco f "normalisation and prosperity", that there are no longer 
be era o . . B . . 
l. er antagonistic classes or class struggles m che U .S .. A., ntam 
e1t~ other capitalist countries, and that the bourgco1s state h_as 
~ablished "social harmony" and shows equal concern for all its 

citizens. · · ¡· d" t and However no matter how much impena ist propag~ is s 
their revisi~nist yes-men extol the "~harms" .ºf bourgeo1s. democ~ 
acv its essence remains, as beforc, a1med agamst the workmg peo 

r 1c: In our day also bourgeois demo~racy ~as. the samc old cha~ac
fcristics of which Lenin wrotc, that 1s, unhm1t~d power of cap1ta~, 
cxploitation of, and lack of ~ights for, .the workmg people. Wh~t ts 
more the reactionary forces m thc Umted States and other capital
·st co'untries are assaulting thc gains of bourgeoi~ clcmocracy, tra~
~ling underfoot the constitutional rights of the pcople, and resortmg 

to fascist methods of rule. . . . 
Lenin contrasted bourgcois democracy, with pr~letanan: soc1ahst 

dcmocracv. In so doing he cxplained that the d1ctalorsh1p of .the 
working ¿lass which is essential for the building and full esta?lish
ment of soci~lism is not and cannot be "pure democracy'' c1t.hcr. 
Moreovcr, there cannot be " pu re democracy" in .ª socialist ~oc1.ety, 
because it still contains class differences and vest1ges o~ cap1ta~ism. 
Nor must we forget about the class struggle on the mternattonal 
scale, the struggle of the two systems. . . 

Until classes are destroyed all talk of democracy m. general, th.e 
freedom of the individual in general, and cquahty m general is 
either self-deception or the deception of the working i;>eople and 
serves the interests of the bourgeoisie, the count~r-revoluti.on. * Hav
ing come to power the \.vorking class cannot fa1l to restnct democ
racy for the deposed exploiting classes and cannot grant freedom. to 
countcr-revolutionary, anti-socialist forces which, to~cth~r wtth 
world imperialism, are seckin~ t~ make use of dcmocratic nghts for 
the purposc of restoring cap1tahsm. . 

But while restricting democracy for a mere handful of explo1ters, 
the dictatorship of the proletariat impcls unprccedent~d. develop
ment and the expansion of democracy for thc vast maJonty of the 

* V. l. Lenin, Coltected Works, Vol. 28, P· 242; Vol. 3L, P· 393. 
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population, for the working ~eoplc. Soci~ist dcmocracy is the hi 
cst tJ:'PC of democracy. Unlike bourgeo1s democracy, which gh. 
fines ltself to a formal proclamation of political rights and freed con. 

' lj d Otns socia st emocracy actually guarantees the exercise of the . . ' 
d 1. · l · h soctal an po It1ca ng ts granted to all workinrr people freed from 1 . . d <> exp Ot tation an moral suppression. • 
Lenin revealed the genuinely democratic essence and trern<'nd 

. ifi f s . . . ous stgn 1cancc o ov1et power, pomtmg out that it draws the m . 
f l . h" .. asses º. ?eop e i~to t e constan.e and ~~a1lmg, moreover, decis1ve par-

t1c1patlon in the democratJc admmJStration of the state". * 
Lenin's book The Proleta~ian Revol~tion and the Ren.egade Kautsky has 

played a tremcndous role m the history of the intcrnational work
mg-class and communist rnovement. I ts signifi cance is determined 
by. thc fact that ín it Lenin, firstly, showcd the dangcr of Kauts
~y1sm,. KaulSky's. di.~torti?n of Marxism in the spirit of bourgeois 
Ii?craltsm~ an~ h1s d1stort10~ and debasement of the teaching on the 
d1ctatorsh 1p of th:. prolctan at; secondly, he thoroughly denounccd 
the false, hypocr.1t1cal nature of bourgeois democracy praised by 
~a~lSky; and, t~1rdly, he revealcd strikingly and fully the historical 
s1gnificance of Soviet dcmocracy. 

In The Proletarian 8evolution and the Renegade Kautsky, Lenin thor
oughly analysed the historieal experience of the October Socialist 
Revolution. Exposing Kautsky's falsehoods, he reston:d thc facts 
and. the real meaning of the rcvolutionary changes effected by thc 
S~v1et state; he defined and substantiated the policy of the Bolshe
vik Party. He spoke with the greatest pride of the Bolshcviks' 
loyalty to prolctarian intcrnationalism. He wrote that the Russian 
Communists' tactics "were the onlv internationalist tactics because 
they did the utmost yossible in o~c country for thc dev~lopment, 
support and awa.kenmg of thc revolution in ali countries". * * vVhal 
Lenin had in mi~d w~ primarily the revolutionising effect that their 
examplc and the1r ach1evements had on the liberation movement of 
the world. The proletarian masses in all countries he wrote real-
. d " d ' ' 1se more an more clearly every day that Bolshevism has indi-
~ated the right roa? of escape from the horrors of war and impcrial-
1Sm, that Bolshev1~m can serve as a model o.f tactics jor all''. *** 

In 1918, thc S~v1ct people cclebrated thc first anniversary of thc 
October Rcvolut1on. On November 6, the Extraordinary Sixth 

* V. I. Lcuin, Col/ected Works Vol. 28 fl . 465 
** lbid., p. 292. • ' .. 

* ** Ihid .• p. 293. 
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R ssia Congress of Soviets met in session. In the rcport on the 
"U-. . ~rsary of the revolution, Lenin describcd the progress 
anhº.

1
' ,ed by the workers and peasants of Soviet Russia in building 

ac ie' . . f 
new life. :Next day he spoke at the maugurauon o a tempor~ry 

ª rnent to Marx and Engels and thcnstartcd for Red Square \o\.'lth 
f1100U . ' ¡· d l th a column of working people. There he de 1vere a speec 1 at e 

. ·11·nu of a memorial plaque to the fighters of the October Revo-
un' e1 t> • d f 
Jution and in the evening attended a meen.ng an Coconc~rt. o 

ff workers of the All-Russia Extraordmary mm1ss10n. 
staThe news of the German revolution, which had brok~n out on 
November 9, elated Lenin. The days when the first anmvers~ry ?[ 
the October Revolution was celebrated were among the happ1est m 
Lenin's life, wrote Nadezhda Krupskaya. 

Everything for the Front ! 
Everything for Victory ! 

In the autumn of 1918, thc inlernational situation changed radi
cally. The Austro-German bloc lost thc war to the Entente forces 
and had to surrender. The revolution in Germany led to thc 
overthrow of the monarchy. A bourgeois revolution took place in 
Austria-Hungary. In the circumstances Lcnin conside~cd it po~<Jible 
to annul the predatory Brest Treaty imposed on So~1et Russ1~ by 
Kaiser Germany, and the All-Russia Central Execut1ve Comm1ttee 
revoked it on ~ovember 13, 1918. Thc coursc of evcnls clearly 
showed that Lenin had been absolutcly right in saying that the day 
would come when the Brest Treaty would be null and void. 

The working peoplc of thc Ukraine, Byelorussia and the Baltic 
Provinces, supported by the Red Army, rose up to expcl the Ger
man invaders and re-establish Soviet power. 

In analysing the lessons to be learned from the def eat of t.he Ger
man imperialists, Lenin drew the highly important co~clus1on that 
the imperialist predators, who start wars of conquest w1th an. eye to 
attaining world dominion and strangling the frec?om ?f . other 
nations, inevitably fail. H e commented on German 1mpenahsm as 
follows: "lt swelled out fan tastically over 1hree-quarters of Europe, 
became distended and then burst, lcaving behind it. an awful 
stcnch." * At the same time Lenin disclosed the reac~1o?~ry ~ole 
played by the U.S. imperialists. "The Ame.rican multumlhona1res 
were, perhaps, richest of ali, and geograph1cally the rnost secure. 

• !bid., p. 157. 
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They havc profited more than ali the rest. They have converted 
1 even thc richest, countries into their tributaries. They have grab: l, 

hundreds of billions of dollars. And every dollar is sullied with ftl ~~ 
the filth of the secrct treaties between Britain and her 'alJi;s,· 
bctween Germany and her vassals, treaties for the division of th' 
spo~Js, treat.ies of m_utua~ 'aid' .fo~ oppressing the workers and perse~ 
cutm.g the. m_ternat1onalist sociahsts." * Lenin described the Ameri
can 1mpenalists as the gendarmes of Europe. "They are crush' 
h 1 . . A . mg 

~ e _revo uuo~ m ustna, they are playing the gendarme, they are 
1ssuing an ult1matum to Switzerland: 'You'll get no bread from 
·r d ' · · h fi us 1 you on t JOm t e 1ght against the Bolshevik Government. ' The 
tell Holland: 'Don't you dare allow Soviet ambassadors in to you~ 
country, or we'll blockade you.' T heirs is a simple weapon- the 
noose of famine. That is what they are using to strangle the 
peoples." ** 

~enin'~ words rcvealing the essence of imperialism's bloody 
act1ons rmg ~rue today, too, when U.S. monopoly capital has 
become the b1ggesl world exploiter, the main bulwark of modern 
colonialism, and American imperialism is the centre of internatioual 
rcactio~ and ~cts a~ thc worLd gend~rme. U .S. imperialism is stiíling 
the nat1~nal hberanon and revolutionary movements, imposing and 
support1~g rcaction~ry. regimes in other countries, organising sabo
~age agamst thc soc1alis~ states, unleashing war in \la_rious parts of 
thc globe, and threatenmg the world with nuclear war. 

~eporting_ on che international situation to the Si.Xth Congress of 
Sov1ers, Lenm warned that after defeating the Austro-German bloc 
the Entente would expand its intervention against the Soviet 
Republic. And, indced, as soon as an armistice was signed with 
Germany,_ the All_ied Gene~al Headquarters drew up plans for 
a speedy 1mervent1on. The imperia1ists of Britain France and the 
United States increascd their aid to the White 'armies and sent 
Ia:ge forces lo Soviet Russia. The ínvaders dispatched th~ir navy to 
se1ze the Black Sea ports and landed troops in southern Russia and 
Transcaucasia. 

As the breathing-spa~e ~n the spring of 1918 was very briet: the 
bulk of the work on bu1ldmg up the Red Army had to be carried 
out at a time of bit ter combat against enemies. There was an acule 
short.age o~ o~icers and of arms, ammunition and equipment, while 
the 1mpenahsts and thc bourgeois-landowner counter-revolution 

'" V. I. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 28, p . 64 . 
.... /bid., p. 209. 
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d an ample supply of everything. A superhuman effort had to be 
ha de to overcome the famine and ensure the functioning of the 
111

3 h · d T l . . sport system and t e war m ustry. ru y utanic measures were 
trª~ed to supply the urban population and the army with bread. 
ne~he enemies counted on the early downfall of the Soviet govern
ment. But they miscalculated. The Soviet people, led by t_he Com-

unist Party and the Soviet Government headed by Lenm, found 
;e forces and the means to surmount the unp:ecedented difficult_ies 
and clear the way to victory. The All-RuSSla Central Execut1ve 
Committee proclaimed the Soviet Republic an armed camp. The 
country's entire polítical, economic and cultural life was reor
ganised to meet wartime requirements. "Once ~hings have led to 
war," Lenin said, ''everything must be subordmated to the war 
effort ; the entire interna! life of the country must be subordinated 
to wartime needs ; the slightest hesitation on this score is inexcus
able. " * 

To defeat the interventionists and Whites, it was above all neces
sary to in crease the numcrical strcngth of the Red Army. T he steps 
takcn by the Party and the Governmcnt ensurcd proper organisa
tion of the Army units, and consistent centralisation of che control 
and leadership of Red Army operations. Lenin kept close contact 
with the Red Army rank and file; he often addressed the men 
Ieaving for the front, and spoke with front-line soldiers. 

On May 11, 1918 Lenin was present at the taking of the oath by 
military units in Moscow. He gave a short spcech on the difference 
between the old, tsarist army and the new, Workers' and Peasants' 
Red Armv and on the need to defend the Soviet Republic. On 
bchalf of the Government he congratulated thc men on their taking 
of the oath of allegiance to the revolution and Soviet power and 
wished them success in the struggle against the enemies of socialist 
R ussia. 

Lenin knew the Red Army needed good officers. He often visited 
military academies, schools and student groups, familiarised himself 
with their work, looked through the manuals used by the future 
officers, and spoke to trainees. . 

In addition to the training of Red Army commanders, Lenm 
considered it necessarv for the Soviet Armed Forces to use military 
experts and officers of the old army, bue to keep them under the 
vigilant control of army commissars and Party groups. The course 
of the war proved this decision to be corrcct. Though sorne of the 

• V. I. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 31, p. 133. 
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cx-officcrs who had voluntecred for servicc in the Red Army or had 
been called up turncd out to be traitors, most of thcm were lo)' al t 
the pcople. Lcnin took part in selecting promincnl military cxpenº 
and appointing them to key posts in the Red Army, and helpe~ 
them in their work. 

Lenin assigned the army commissars, political departments and 
Party groups, which exercised Party leadership in the army, a lead
ing role in consolidating the army, educating it politically and rais
ing its efficiency. The Party sent its best men to the army as members 
of front or army military councils, army commissars of divisions , 
brigades or regiments, or members of political departments. 

Lenin strcssed that where political work was conducted with par
ticular care there was no laxity among the troops, and army 
organisation and morale were higher and victories more numerous. 

Lenin considered the leadership which the Party gave to be the 
source of the strength and invincibility of the Soviet Armcd Forces. 
He said with pridc that the Bolsheviks had created an army led by 
a vanguard of expericnced Communists and lhat the Red Army 
was in the firm hands of the Party. 

Lenin held that a high degree of political consciousness and iron 
discipline on thc parl of the Red Army mcn and the mastering of 
modern techniques and modern methods of warfare by the officers 
were esscntial if the Red Army was to accomplish its tasks. Militar) 
victory comes to those who are bctter organiscd and more discip
lined and who use superior armaments, he wrotc. 

Len in indignan tly exposed thc calumnies of the bourgcoisie and 
social-traitors about " Red militarism". The imperialists of the 
whole world, he wrote, attacked the Soviet Republic, and to rcpel 
thcm we organised an army which, for the first time in history, 
knew whal it was fighting for. This is what was condemned as 
"Red militarism" ! Only fools or political swindlers trying to mis
lead thc masscs would accuse the Bolsheviks and the Soviet Gowrn
ment of militarism, Lenin stressed. * 

Of thc utmost importance along with the formation of a strong 
army, was thc all-round consolidation of the Soviet home front. 

The Communist Party and the Soviet Government succecded in 
a short time in placing thc country's economy on a war footing. In 
the incrcdibly difficult conditions of extreme economic dislocation 
and hunger, the Party and thc Government, led by Lcnin, deviscd 
and carried out a series of cmergency measures known as thc policy 

• Y. l. Le-nin, Co/Ltcted Works, Vol. 29, p. 66. 

336 

l.t>nin 
Frame from. a 11riu1tel. 1919 
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1 

Lcnin ar a commi%ion siuing of the Secoc1d e f ¡ ' . · • ,on,grcs> 
0 t lC Commurnst lnternational 

Plwto, 1920 

f \\'ar Communism. The Soviet state nationalised not only largc
o le industry, but also medium-sizcd and evcn a considerable 
sea mber of the small-scale cnterprises. A surplus-rcquisitioning sys-
110111 was established, under which the peasants were obliged to 
:e1h·er ali surplus produce to the Soviet state. At the end of 1918, 
universal labour scrvice was introduced. Prívate tradc was prohib
jted and rationing introduced. Staple food products were distrib
uccd according to rigid quotas, on a class principie. 

The acute shortage of food and manufactured goods compelled 
thc Soviet state to abandon for a while the socialist principie of dis
tribution according to labour and adopt what was in substance 
equalised distribution, in order to provide the Red Army and the 
urban population with a regular, albeit very meagre, ration. 

In the face of formidable difficultics, the Communist Party and 
the Government organised the smooth operation of thc home front. 
Thc Def en ce Council headed by Le nin directed thc war economy of 
thc repuhlic; it ensurcd the manufacture of arms, ammunition and 
military equipment and the supply of food to the Red Army and 
the industrial centres, and took stcps to ímprovc the operation of 
thc railways and combat the fuel shortage. Thc Council gave spc
cial attention co the war industry. Lenin was always kept informcd 
on the work of thc munition factories and saw to it that thcy 
wcre supplied with materials, fucl and skilled personnel. He 
encouraged the initiative of munition workers to increase output. 

Lenin attached grcat importance to safeguarding internal security 
and strengthening revolutionary order. He callcd on the Extraor
dinary C'..ommission and the working people to be more vigilant, to 
suppress counter-revolutionary subversion and espionage with 
a firm hand, to expose conspiracies and prevent sabotage. 

Lenin saw the mainspring of strength for prosecuting thc struggle 
against the interventionists and the internal counter-rcvolution in 
the political consciousness, high level of organisation and heroism of 
the working class and the determination of the working pcople to 
defcnd at all costs the freedom and independcnce of the Soviet 
Republic and the great gains of the October Socialist Revolution. 

Lenin considered the fighting alliance, the friendship and mutual 
assistance of the peoples of Soviet Russia to be a cardinal factor in 
defcating the enemy. The Central Committec welcomcd the wish of 
the independent Soviet republics to conclude a politico-military 
alliance, and on Lenin's suggestion adopted a dccision on the mili
tary unity of the Soviet republics, providing for a single command, 
strict centralisation in the use of all forces and rcsources, and unifi-
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cation of R ed Army military supplies a nd th il Th . e ra way trans 
tem. e proposal of lhe Central Committec was full, dport sys. 
thc _s~preme ~dies_ of the Soviet republics. T he R:s~; sºr:;ed b\ 
~~ramc, Latvia, L~thuania and Byelorussia concluded ~ .R:·. thc 
alliance for the enurc period of the soc1·a1IS· t d r . . milnat'\ 
h 

· eiensn e war . · 
t e mterventionists and White counter rev 1 ¡· . against Co · - o u 10nanes. 

mmunists wcre sent to where the situa tion was m . 
on the war and home fronts. Lenin closelv followed th~st d1fficu1t 
the Party mobilisations. He took part in, the d. t 'b . course of 
p ·t r . \A'h is n uuon of ¡ a1 y ior ces. 'Y en a Parn' official asked h. ·h h t le f h' . ., im w at e was to k 
o is ~s~~nmcnt to the Eastern front, Lenin replied: "Mak m; .e 
what ll IS - a Central Committee decision Ií·i.. . . e o it E z • ras is a tzme oif w 
very~ne saould be where things are ftardest. ,, ar. 
L~n m '"".orked indcfatigably to strengthen the Party. A re-re . 

trat1on o~ rts mcm bers was carried out in 1919 to rid thc P· . grs
all the ahcn elemcnts that had wormed th .- . . . . aJty of th . . cir way mto 1ls ranks At 

e samc time Len m call ecl for reinforcing the Pa rty with tl1 .. 
advanced w k . d · e most or ers an peasants devc)ted to th 1 . w · · e revo ut10n 

e open our doors wide into the Party· he wrotc onl t . . [ · f · ' ' > Y O SlllC<'l'C 
suppor ers o commun1sm, who are undaunted b)' d'íli . lt. 1 are p d k . . 1 ic.u ies anc 

. :c~are to ma e sacnfices and to givc ali their cnergies to the 
wo1kmg-class cause. 'Vhcn more than 200 000 p 1 . . d h p · . , eop e JOlllt: t e 
. arty m. response to its call during Party Wcek. in autumn 1919 
ª~.ª partic~l~rly dangerous time during thc civil war, Lenin asse~sed 
t is as stnkmg proof that the most reliable sourc f . 
power's strength and . rd· 1 . . e o the Sonet · · ' so 1 1l Y ay m the mnermost senions of the 
pr?,~~nat, m te gcnui~e represematives of the working peoplc. 
. h e mass o the workmg people are with us ,, he wrote "That 
IS w ere our strcngch Iies Th · h ' . · world . . at is l e source of the mvincibility of 
the ra~~smomf. uthmsmp. More new wo~·kers from among thc masses for 

e arty to take an mdep d . . . new 11·re th t · h en ent part m bmldmo- thc 
11 - a 1s our met od of b · · . 

0 

Palh to 
· ,, * com atmg ali d1ílicultics, that is our 

VlCtory. 

The Soviet Republic d th W an e orld Proletariat 
During the civil war Lenin wrote manv letters to the k . f 

Western Europe and A. . . • . wor ets o . . men ea, explammg the essence of the 
Octobcr Revolut1on and the liberalive character of lhe S . t , 
plc's str n i d 11' ' ov1e pco
____ u_g_g e, an ca mg on them to act against the anti-Soviet im-

* V. l. Lcnin, Co/lected Works, Vol. 30 , p . 65. 
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rialist intervention. On August 20, 1918, Lcnin wrote his "Letter 
pe the American Workers". I n this compelling documcnt he 
~ anded American and Anglo-French imperialism, and explained 
~e tactics of the Bolsheviks and the great revolutionary changes 

~arried out by the Soviet state. 
Giving a decisive rebuff to the slanderers, to the attacks of che 

bourgeois and Right Socialist press on Soviet power and the Bol
shevik party, Lenin wrote: "Let the corrupt bourgeois press shout 
to the whole world about every mistake our revolution makes. \Ve 
are not daunted by our mistakes. People have not become saints 
because the revolution has begun .... 

"For every hundred mistakes we commit, and which the bour-
geoisie and their lackcys ... shout about to the wholc world, 10,000 
great and heroic deeds are performed .... 

"But even if thc contrary were true -although I know such an 
assurnption is wrong - evcn if wc committed 10,000 mistakes for 
cvcry 100 correct actions we pcrformed, even in that case our revo
lution would be great and invinciblc, and so it will be in the eyes oj 
world history, bccause, for the .first time, ... the real people, the vast 
majority of the working people, are them~elves building a new life, 
are by their own experience solving the most difficult problcms of social
ist organisation ... for only through such mistakes will the workers 
and peasants Leam to build the ncw life, learn to do witlwut capital
ists; only in this way >vill they hack a path for thcmselves- through 
thousands of obstacles-to victorious socialism." * 

Despite the flood of líes and slander that the bourgcois press di
rected at the Bolsheviks, the truth about Soviet Russia reached the 
hcarts and minds of the working peoplc of the whole world. A pow
erful mass movement in support of Soviet Russia developed in all 
countries. The men of the interventionist armies would not fight 
against the Soviet people. The workcrs wenc on strike, refused to 
load munitions for thc Whites and set up Councils o[ Action under 
the slogan of "Hands off Russia! " 

T he revolutionary upsurge in the West and thc mounting protest 
movement in the capitalist countries against the anti-Soviet inter
vention proved to be a scrious obstacle to the plans of the Entente. 
Not only were the imperialists unable to send to Russia large rein
forcemcnts, but they had to rccall most of the troops already dis
patched because a rcvolutionary ferment had started in their ranks . 

The rcvolutionary sentiment among thc forcign soldiers was pro-

"' !bid., Vol. 28, pp. 71-73. 
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motcd by the heroic efforts of the & l h .. k . . 
h l

. f · ) s e\>l orgamsal b 
t e mes o the mtervcntionisc armies I F b . ions ehind 
tary of the Frcnch group of Corr:m n . e r~ary.,. 1919' the sccre-
Labo b d h . umsts m !"loscow J 

ur e, aug ter of a famous {icrhtcr of th p . , eannc 
herself an ardent rcvolutionarv ar~ivcd in O~ ans Commune and 
dergr~un~ work. She hclped th~ Odessa Bolshe~S: ~ car:y out un
up a f ore1gn Collegium, which conducted extens· i:im~ttee to set 
the Frcnch and other forci n troo s I . ive a¡ptat1on among 
arrested Labourbc and sh~~ her !nd ~h~~a~~~~he_ mterve~tionists 
Jeanne Labourbe personally and pa·d h. h ~~ks. Lenm knew 
lour. He said that her namc f; l ig tn utc to her va
slogan of struggle against Frenwcahs . or t~e lproletariat of France "a · R . impena 1sm for non · t . 
m uss1an affairs".* ln April 1919 th ·¡ ' -m ervention 
ron mutinied. Thcy demanded , '. e sa~ ors of thc_ French squad-
Soviet intcrvention, and a~k<~~ i:m~~ia~~ cess:,t1on of th~ anti-

As a result of dcfcats sufiercd in en,, ; nt ~ck, to. Francc. 
and th(· growth f 1 . gagements. w1th Soviet troo¡)s 

· o revo ut10narv frrrnent · th k . tionis~ units were hastily evacuated from th~n Uk ~ _ran s, mterver~
mea m April 1919 Th 

1 
r.une and the Cn-. . . e same iapprned latcr ·ith th . 

t1omst forces of Britain and tl U . .d e w . e mterven-. 1e rute .~tates As L 1 
attempt by the Entenre to crush th. S ' R ~nm. wrc~tc , t 1e 
forces, characteristic of thc first st ~- . O\ iet. epub~1c w1th its own 
intervention in the intern~l ff:'. agct:ifhthe mt:rnat10nal imperialisl 
f; il a airs o t e Soviet coun trv ended . 
a ure. . , m 

"The victory we won in compcllin h . and frcnch troops,, he sa·d " ., hg t e cvacuauon of the Brilish 

h 
' 1 ' was t e greatest of o · · 

t e Entent<' countrics. Vi/e de rived the . ur ~letones owr 
sponse to the unlimitcd Tp - m of _their sold1ers. Our rc-
Ententc. countrics was to ~~;~~~ t~d te~~ruc~l supcriority of thc 
of the working eo le a . en: 0 it t rough thc solidarity 

The 
r: . p p gamst the imperialist governmcnts "* * 
1ormat1on of int . · 1 · 

selflessly in Russia arra~~~tat1ot~1a . detach~en:s, which fought 
• • I'> e mterventiomsts and Wh. 

was a v1v1d manifestation of 1 . . lles, 
finest sons of the kº pro etanan mternationalism. The 

H 
. wor mg people of th 

ungarians, Poles, Czechs and Slov k , o er countries -
Chine_se, Bulgarians, Romanians Ge:~~nsSer~s a~d Croats, 
Am_cncans, and othcrs -joined 'th R ' rene , British, 
theJr own units and uave {" t . le . ed Army or formed . h . t> ia erna a1d to the S . 1 
m t e1r struggk for frccdom and soc. ¡ · . ov1et peop e 
in the organisation of thc i t . ial ism. Lenm took an interest . n ernationa detachments, in their com-

* V. l. Lcnin, r:ollecttd Works, Vol. 30, p. 172 
** !bid., p. 21 l. . 
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¡tion aod riumbers. In thc autumn of 1918, thc international 
r:achrnents were reorganised into regular unils of the Red Army. 
e ¡\t a meeting of the \Varsaw Revolutionary Rcgimcnt about to 

1 
ave for the front , Lenin said that by defending in conccrt the 

:ains of che füst socialist r_cvol~ti.on aga~nst exp~oiters, oppressors 
'nd plunderers, the revoluuonanes of vanous nauons wcre practis-

~ng international brotherhood. 
'y

0

r a number of years Lenin had been urging unification of the 
i.eft elemems in the socialist parties and the setting up of a new, 
Third International. He put an accent on this task in 1918, when 
the rising tidc of revolution brought about the appearance of Com
rnunist Parties and organisations in the capitalist countries. He 
launched preparations for a congress of Communist Parties, noted 
what parties should be represented, and formulated the basic prop-

ositions in its resolutions. * 
Thc First Congrcss of the Communist lntcrnational was held in 

Moscow early in March 1919. Fifty-two delegates from thirty countries 
took part. At lirst, bcfore the decision to found a Third lnterna
tional was lakcn, thc Con~ress functioned as a conference. On the 
proposal of a number of delcgations the conferencc was opened by 
Lenin. His appearance on the rostrum was greetcd with a storm of 
applause. Thc Congrcss delegatcs and gucsts cxpressed thcir recog
nition of the great services Lenin and the Bolshevik Party had ren
dered to the international working-class movement. The over
whelming majority supported Lenin's proposal to found the Third, 

Communist International immediately. 
At the Congress, Lenin deli,·ered a report on bourgeois democ-

racy and the dictatorship of the proletariat. H e stressed that the 
Communist Parties should procced in thcir work from the basic 
premise that a socialist revolution was inevitable and that the bour
geois state would be replaced by the dictatorship of the working 
class, a state of a new type. The dictatorship of the proletariat, he 
said, is absolutely necessary for all the working people. lt is only 
through proletarian dictatorship, he said, that the country could 

pass from capitalisrn to socialism. 
The First Congress of the Communist International unanimously 

approved Lenin's theses on bourgeois dcmocracy and the dictator
ship of the proletariat. The Congress adopted the platform of the 
Communist International and addressed a manilCsto to proletarians 
of the world, which Lenin signe<l on bcha\f of the R.C.P.(B.). In 

•V. l. Lcnin, Collected Work.s, Vol. 42, PP· 119-21. 
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surnming up lhc work of the Congress Lenin emphasiscd that Co . 
gress dccisions cmbodied the gains the intemational proletaria~, 
masses had won through their struggle. The founding of the Third 
l nternational was a historie event, because it providcd the interna. 
tional prolctariat with leadcrship in the struggle for thc realisation 
of the age-old idcals of socialism. 

The fraternal partics founded the Communist International 
because they realised that unity of the world communist mo,·ement 
was essential. They wcre convinced that, as Lenin wrote, victorv of 
the socialist revolution required complete confidence, the closest fra. 
terna! alliance and the greatest possible unity of action by thc 
working class of ali countries. * 

Lenin closcly followed the development of revolutionary cvents in 
the Wcst. When Soviet power was set up in Bavaria, in a mcssagc 
saluting the Bavarian revolutionary govemment, he wrotc of the 
nccessity of sctting up Soviets in the towns and villagcs, arming the 
proletariat and disarming thc bourgcoisie, and of immediatc rnea
sures lo improve the conditions of the workers, farm labourers and 
small peasants. 

The working pcoplc of Soviet Russia enlhusiastically wekomcd 
the proclamation of the Hungarian Soviet R epublic in March 1919. 
[n a radio mcssage to Béla Kun, leader of the Hungarian Com
munists, Lenin pointed out the need for applying Mañism and th( 
Russian experiencc creatively, and stressed that the Hungarian 
Soviet Governmcnt should practise proletarian dictatorship. In 
May, Tibor Szamuely , Commissar for Military Affairs in thc Hun
garian Soviet Government, came to .Moscow. He was warmly wel
comcd by Lenin. Addressing the troops of Vsevobuch ** during 
their parade in Red Squarc on .May 25, Lenin spoke of the victo11· 
uf thc revolution in Hungary and introduced Tibor Szamuely to 
the pcoplc of Moscow. It was with Szamuely that Lenin sent to 
Hungary his lettcr, "Grcetings to the Hungarian Workers" , in 
which he explaincd the tasks of the dictatorship of the proletariat. 

When thc imperialists launched their intervention against Soviet 
Hungary, the Hungarian Soviet Government appealed to Lenin for 
help. True lo her internationalist duty, Soviet Russia did all shc 
could. Lenin issued a directive to the Revolutionary Military Coun
cil and High Command to work out a plan of military aid to, and 
maintain contact with, Soviet H ungary. Lnfortunately, in view of 

* See V. l. Lenin, Colücted Work.r, Vol. 29, p. 103. 
** General Military Training. 
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. had arisen on thc civil war fronts, the ~ed Arm~ 
tbC situauon that out this task. Tht: impcrialists, ~~kmg use <~ 

unable to carry f h H ngarian Right Soc1ahsts, crushe 
y;8$ us conduct o t e u h · 
tb creacbero . R bl. This was a hcavy blow to t e in-
... e Bungarian Soviet epu ic. t But l enin prophesicd that the 

ll•e r king-class movemen . , h . 
aóonal wor . Id be onl)· temporary and t at it 1ern · · Hungary wou d 

'c1or'j' of reacuon m f h d d of thousands of workers an spur 
\ "I h eyes o un re s . , 
would open t e hich would result in their complete v1ctory. 
tbem to fresh struggl~, w 11 d for Soviet assistance for the German 

The fact that Lenm ~ e 1 t" 
00 

and for Soviet Hungary, 
roletariat, which had ra1sed a :evo u ·1ou; claims of the falsifiers of 

fs deeply sig1:ifica~t. Despite t e ~p~~~port of revolution" bu~ ~n 
L inism, this ass1stance was no l t. n" by the impenahst 

en b " rt of countcr-revo u to 
effort to com at expo f . pos1·ng revolution on Germany. 

t matter o 1m · f · t owers. It was no a h • l t was a mattcr o assis -P . h d J eady begun t ere. . . 
1 The revolut10n a a r . ff th rule of their own lmper1a .-

iog the German peoplc to thr<~'" o h . ~nglo-French imperialists if 
ists and of helping them agamst t. e of helping· Soviet Hungary 

ld · , * The c¡uest1on ' . rc: • • 
the need shou ansc.. . . of thc impcrialists m her anau s. 
also arosc due to the. mterleren~~ eo les who had riscn to comb_at 
Lenl·n belicved that timely hdp P .P · i·sm and to fight íor 

. 1 · ,, and impena 1 · . 
"export of counter-revo ut10n d . ¡· ·m was the international-

. . d ocracy an socia lS . 11 
national hberat1on, . e~ d of thc working people m a 
ist duty of thc soc1ahst state an 

countries. . f the revolutions in Russia, Hunga~y 
Drawing on the_ exp.en:nc~ber of articles and specchcs, Lem~ 

and other countnes, -~ a n rdin the varietv of forros of trans1-
developed the propos1t1on rega .g l . n~g that the means of 

. . . diffi nt countncs, cxp a1 , . dif 
úon to soc1ahsm. m ere h . ·n differcnt countnes, at -

Id not be t e same i "M " 
winning power cou. 'ffi 'ntcrnational situations. r arx, 
fercnt times and m d1 erenlt9t8 "did not commit himself, or the 
Lenin had written as early as l 't" n to matters of forro, to ways 
future leaders of the socialist n:voh u io o'lut1ºon He understood per-

. · b ut t e rev · 
and means of bnngmg a o n w roblems would arise, t.hat 
fectly well that ~ vast number of .e tl'~ course of the revolut1on, 
the whole situat1on would change ~~ ll and often in the course of 
that the situation would change ra zca D' 

revolution." ** s alle ations of the bourgeoisie 
Lenin denounced the slandero~ . . g revolution must of neces

and the Right Socialists that a pro etanan 

k y ¡ 28 p. 102. • See V. l. Len in, Coilected Wor s, o . ' 
** Jbid., Vol. 27, p. 343. 
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sity involve civil war, that it is bou d t b . f · · ak H n ° rmg chaos and d · 1 ~on m its w c. e pointed out that the sol is oca. 
tmns was to scare the pcople awav from re e )urposclof such allega. 
revol t. b h . , vo ut1on. t was n 

u ion ut t e imperialist war that h d b h . ot the 
ters as the destruction of industry un~plroug t abo~t such <lisas. 
As for the civil war in Soviet Russ~ . . oyment an starvation 
nal counter-revolution and intern:~~~~l ~snga~~.s were thc inter~ 
o~crs and capitalists had not offered suc~p:n. ism. If the lanct. 
res1stance, if they had not joined forces with ~noi: and. ~espcrate 
whole world, Lenin pointed out, the revolu~ioen inuleo~1e of the 
have taken more pcaceful forms. uss1a would 

The ruling classes, Lenin noted d . . 
voluntarily, and the greater or less~r d~;~~ ;tr~nde.r th~ir power 
struggle, thc greater or lesser extent to whic~n t~ns1ty o .the class 
adopts violence during the transition fro . i· e workmg class 
depend not so much on the prol t . m cap1ta ism to socialism, 

b h 
e anat as on the resi t 1r ~ t e exploiters, and on the use of vio} . . s anee oucred 

tri.es where the bourgeoisie docs no ~nce on th:ir part: In coun-
sa1d, ~he task of the proletariat is :a~~~~ ~~~~1 f~f1ous resJ.Stan~e, he 
the v10lence that the imperialists . d , . s a e to work without 
tion forced upon the Sovi~t state.an the mternal counter-revolu-

ln Lenin's opinion, the non-peaceful fi f 
was typical of the historical s't . d orm o sociahst revolution 

. . 1 uat1on an the balan f e h 
prevailmg in thc world But I . 1 ce o wrces l en · ,enm ªso o-ranted that · · · 
cumstances power could b b ::. m certam cir-
means. This was cvident fro~ 7:n ~ the pro~etariat by peacef ul 
tion in Hungary in 1919 h e car y sta~e o( the socialist revolu-

' ' w ere, as Lenm noted th "bo . 
government resigned voluntaril " d h ' e urgeo1s 
dictatorship of thc proletariat y ~~ w ere the transition to che 
peaceful" than in Russia Th. w~ ~ncomparably easier and more 
important point for the ~o k~s, enm stressed, was a particularly 
the bourgeoisie and thc R·grhtmSg p_eolple of other countries, whom 

h 
1 ocia JSts were try · . 

t e horrors of a savage t 1 . mg to scare w1th 
revolution. * 5 rugg e m the event of a socialist 

Lenin recalled Marx's proposition th . 
tion may arise when it would b d at m sorne countries a situa-
to agree to sell the basic me e/ va;ta~eous for the bourgeoisie 
class to agree to "buy" the:;;s ~u%~º .. uct1o:i. and for t~e working 
transition which undoubtedly · Id b tr~sition to soc1alism (thc 
'the people'' abstractly speakingw)~~ L : t e mo~~ advantagcous to ' enm wrote, presumes an abso-

* V. l. Lenin, Colltcted Works, Vol. 29, pp. 388, 387, 271. 
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l itclY securc victory of the prolctariat, the absolutc hopclessncss of 
c~e position of the capitalists, the absolute necessity for them to dis
play che most scrupulou~ ?bcdience and their rcad incss to do so".* 

But the peaceful transmon of power to thc working class, as the 
experience ?f. the Hungarian revolution has shown, presupposes, in 
Lenin's opm1on, a broad development of the working people's 
struggle againsc the reactionary forces, and rcsistance lO the 
reformists who seek conciliation with the bourgeoisie and the land
owners. No matter by what means the working class takes power, 
its aim is a revolutionary transformation of capitalist society into 

50
cialist society. In spite of the contcntions of the reformists and 

revisionists, capitalism cannot grow peacefully into socialism. In ali 
cases the establishment of the dictatorship of the proletariat and the 
cransfer of the basic mcans of production to the people is an esscn
tial requisite for the transition from capitalism to socialism. 

"Marxism," Lenin emphasised, "which recognises the necessity 
for the class struggle, asscrts that mankind can reach the goal of 
socialism only through thc dictatorship of thc proletariat." ** This 
conclusion is a basic matter of principle for the entirc international 
communist and working-class movemcnt, for all Marxist-Lcninist 

parties. 
On March 16, Yakov Sverdlov, Chairman of thc All-Russia Cen-

tral Executive Committee, died. His untimcly death was a sad loss 
to thc Party. Speaking al an extraordinary scssion of the 
A.R.C.E.C., Lenin described Svcrdlov as an outstanding figure of 
the Communist Party and thc Soviet state and a splendid organiser 
of the proletarian masses. In conclusion he stressed that the strength 
of the socialist revolution lay in its inexhaustible sources, and that 
thc revolution replaced leaders who gave their lives for its victory 
by advancing "groups of men to continue their cause. to continue 
along the road they pursued and to complete what they had 
begun". *** At Lenin's suggestion, M. Kalinin was elected Chair
man of the All-Russia Central Executive Committee. 

The Eighth Congress of the R.C.P .(B.) 

The Eighth Congress of the R.C.P.(B.) opened in Moscow on 
March 18. Lenin delivered the Central Committec's report on its 
activities and spok.e on the main questions discusscd at the Con-

* V. l. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 30, pp. 360-61. 

** !bid., Vol. 29, p. 355. 
*** !bid., p. 94. 
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gress-.the ~arty Programme, work in the countryside and thc mili
tary sttuat1on. 

Thc C:o~grcss adopted the new Party Programme worked out b . 
d L . ' "d L . y a comm1ss10n un er enm s gu1 anee. enm drafted the main se 

tions of the ~rogramme. The new Programme defined che tasks ~f 
th~ Commun_1st_ Party for th~ whole period of transition from capi
~ahsm ~o soc1ahsm and equipped the Party and the working dass 
1deolo~1callr. ~or che struggle in building a socialist society. 
~emn cnt1c1scd Bukharin's proposal to delete from the general 

secll?n of the Programme the definition of simple commodity pro
duct1?? and pre-monopoly capitalism. He explained that this 
defimtton was ne_ces~ary, because the policy of the Party with 
regard to the cap1tahst elements and the working peasantry could 
not ~c. correctly framed unless the many economic systems of the 
trans1t1on pcriod werc taken into considcration. 

At, the sam.e time, Lcnin pointed out that if thc Programme of 
the Communist Party was to have any internacional significance it 
had to "take into account the class factors which are characteristic 
of the economy of ali countries". * It should be borne in mind that 
"pure imperialism, without .the fundamental basis of capitalism, has 
never ex1sted, does not exlSt anywhere, and ncver will cxist". * * 
Ev~n in the most developed capitalist countries pre-monopoly capi
tahsm and small-scale commodity production exist side by side with 
mo~opoly cap_italism_. For. this reason, soeialist, bourgeois-demo
crat1c an~ nat1onal hberauon revolutions and peasant and general 
dc~ocr~t1c mov~me~ts merge in the world revolutionary process 
wh1ch is dcstroymg 1mpcrialism. 

It also .follows that. in order to define correctly the policy of thc 
Commumst Party w1th regard to the democratic movemcnts to 
substantiate ~he need for alliance between the working class and' the 
non-proletanan masses, and to show the need for the proletariat to 
support democratic and national liberation movements, thc Pro
gramme must contain a description not only of impcrialism but 
also of pre-monopoly capitalism. ' 

At the sa°'.c time Lenin pointed out that the basic questions of 
the .commun1st Party's home and foreign policy, the strategy and 
tact1cs of the world communist movement, should be regarded first 
of all, fro~ the ~ie:wpoinl of the general development ~f soci;ty in 
thc era of 1mpcnahsm and proletarian revolutions, of the transition 

* V. l. Lenin, (.'qJlected Works, Vol. 29, p. 189. 
** !bid., p. 165. 
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capitalism to socialism. Thc Prograrnme gavc an cxposition of 
frortlsubstance of imperialism and describcd its tendcncies, which 
the kc "the collapse of capitalism and thc transition to the highest 
roa · l · · bl " * e of socia economy mev1ta e . 
tYtater developments havc ~ully c?n~rmed Leni~'s analysis of capi
talisrn and it5 highest stage, 1mpenahsm, set out m thc Sccond Pro-

anune of the Communist Party. For this reac;on, the Twenty-Sec
gr d Congress of the C.P.S. C. saw fit to reproduce the pertinent 
;~opositions of the Second Programme in the Third Programme of 

the C.P.S.U. . 
The political section of the Sccond Programme contamed a d~-

scription of the Soviet political system, dcfined the tasks of co~so~
dating the Soviet state and charted the developmcnt of soc1ahst 
democracy. Lenin stressed that it wa5 essential to draw ali cmzens 
in to the administration of social affairs. He associated this task wilh 
thc improvcment of the living standard, a considerable reduction in 
che working day and with a rise in the general cultural standard. 
"Transition through the Soviet statc to thc gradual abolition of the 
state," he wrotc, is effected "by systematically drawing an evcr 
greater number of citizens, and subsequently each and every citizen,_ 
into direct and daiL;· performance or thcir share of the burdens oí 
administering the s tate." * * 

Speaking of the Party's tasks with regard to the national ques-
tion, Lcnin resolutely opposed Bukharin's and Pyatakov's chauvinis
tic dominant-nation proposal to exclude from the Programme the 
point about the right of nations to self-determination. Only the 
granting of the right of self-determination to all nations, said Lenin, 
would secure the right kind of mutual rclations betwccn the work
ing people of different nations. their trust of one another and thc 
voluntary and equal union of the pcoples. Consistcntly imple
mentcd , this principie would at the same time help to consolidate 
the international position of the Soviet land, promotc the solidarity 
of the working people of other countries with Soviet Russia and 
support the peoples of the colonial and dependent countries in their 
struggle against imperialism. The Congress backed Lcnin and 
rejectcd the anti-Bolshevik views held by Bukharin and Pya~akov. 

The economic section of the Party Programmc statcd that 1t was 
necessary to develop to the utmost thc country's productive forces 

* C.P.S.U. in Reso/utions and Duisions of Congresses, C11r¡feren~es and Central Commit
tu Plenary Meetings, 1970, Part 2, p. 40 (Russ. ed.). 

** V. l. Lenin, Col/ected Works, Vol. 27, p. 156. 
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on the basis of a single state plan, irnprove socialist labour ct· .. 
plinc and cncourage the initiative and activity of the m~ci. 
in economic dcvelopment. ses 

The agrar ian section of the Programme envisagcd a ser ics f 
measures for the socialist reorganisation of agriculture. In h~ 
reports to thc Eighth Party Congress, and in his speeches at this 
meetings and Congresses of Peasant Representativcs, Len¡~ 
explained the necessity for collectivising agriculture and thc ways of 
doing it. 

Lenin demonstratcd that there was no escape from povcny for 
the small-scalc farms. Only by uniting thern and going over to large
scale social production with the use of machines and scicntiftc 
farming mcthods could the productivity of agricultura! labour be 
raised and thc well-bcing of the peasantry assured. The voluntary 
principie should be the basic principie of the collective farms, Lenin 
stresscd. Th<' peasants should not be forced to join collective farms 
but should be drawn in to collective production gradually, by show
ing them the practica] advantages of collective farming over individ
ual farming. They must be convinced not mercly by propaganda 
and agitation, but by seeing that collective and stati:; farms are run 
better and by the latter's assistance to the local peasant population. 
The collectivisation of agriculture, Lenin pointed out, could not be 
realised spontancously, without preparation. The Party and the 
Government must organise and direct it; the agricultura! associa
tions and co-operatives 63 should be given f ull state support. 

Len in considered the creation of the necessary material aod tech
nical basis an cssential condition for putting the bulle of the peas
antry on the path of collective farming. " If tomorrow," he said at 
the Eighth Party Congress, "we could supply one hundred thou
sand first-class tractors, provide them with fuel, provide them with 
drivers -you know vcry well that this at present is sheer fantasy 
the middle peasant would say: 'I am for the communia' (i. e., for 
communism)." * 

Questions of cultural development and of raising the living stan
dard held a prominent place in the Party Programme. The Pro
gramme envisaged better supply of products, improvement of hous
ing, reduction of the working day without a reduction in wagcs, 
public health measures and an extension of social security. 

The Second Party Programme had a world-wide impact. It was 
the world's first Programme of a governing Communist Party, 

* V. l. Lenin, Collecltd Works, Vol. 29, p. 214. 
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and the ways of building socialist society. 1t ~on-
_r.oing the tasks d e i'n thc devclopment of revolutton-dca' · . · portant a vanc . . fi 

stituted a new i~s a credit to, one might even say a scienttfic e~t 
f\' theory,. ande . t Party and above ali, its creator, Vlad1-

a . Soviet ommums ' 
of. thC . . . f 
fllir Lenm. f the R .C.P.(B.) was imbued with t~e sp1nt o 

'fhe Progr~mme º. a1· d the idea of the unny of the 
·an mternauon ism an L . d the 

prolctan . . 1 tasks of the working class. emn an 
national and mternaduodna . i·st construction in So,·iet Russia as 

1 ·s regar e socia 1 · . h 
Part)' a ~~ay . l t sk of the Soviet people, conformrng to t e 

t mternationa a Id 
a grea of the working class of the w hole wor . . . 
intcrests . . f the Eighth Congress conccrning Party pohcy m 

The decis~on o . • . wards thc middle peasants was of 
the countrys1de and its hattlftutderetoof socialism in Russia. Already in 

t ·mportance to t e u u · · 
utmos i h h 'del](· pcasants had bcgun to swmg 

l of 1918 w en t e m1 , .d h 
thC autumI s' . J t'llÍl1 had expresscd the 1 ca t at 
over to thc sidc of ov1et power, , . f' h ·adlc peasants and to 

. ·e re the support o t e m1 
it was necessary to se u . . f h middlc peasant to 

f , policv of neutrahsat1on o t e h 
pass roro a ·, . . l h'm Taking into account t e 
a policy of ~ stable alltance ew~~~e/ cc;nditions of the dictatorship 
experience oí the class struggl · 

1
. · . 

1 
l _"To come to 

. h d ·anced a nc-w po itu.a s ogan 
of the proletanat, e a v . · h'le not for a momcnt 
an agreement with the m1d?Ie peasant, w i al the samc time 
renouncing the struggle agamst the kulak,, :nd 

l 1 . l lv on the poor peasant. 
lirm y re ymg .so c . . . d practica) directÍ\'CS set out by 

The theoret1cal propasitions an d ·ddle peasants after 
Lenin on the prolet_ariat's atti~~de f~~~=r u~~~t importance, since 
the working dass wms power al e º. 
middle peasants exis~ in all ~o~nt;11:s.specches made by provincial 

Lenin was greatly mterest\ m th l chairman wanted to close the 
delegates to the Congress. W en 'e . 'Ctions and the debate was 
debate he supported the delegat~ O:.JC filov 'a peasant delegatc, 
continued. He suggested . that h' . an ~ after thc time limit had 
should be allowed to contmue ~s sp~ec . countrvside saving 
expired. Panfilov described the ·~tuatl~ m ~~: countryside or. the 
in particular that people ·who d1 .not. '~~~ therc as agitators. Pan
necds of the peasantry were. someulmDcsems yan .Bcdny took him to see 
r: 11 h t <l ring the mterva . ulov reca s t a u ,, 1 . . ·d "you have g1ven us 

. "Th k old man ~cmn sa1 , L . 
Lenm. ª1:1 you, 1 . '. t ·onrrresscs and conferences, enm 
a lot ofmatenal.' **As a ways ª e 1"> 

* V. l. Lenin, Collecúd Works'. Vol. 28, ~· 191
. 151 (Russ. ed.) . 

** Workers and Peasants ~f R11ma ahout Ltnm, 1958, p. 
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mixed with thc delegatcs during th . . . 
th b 

. e mlerrruss1ons h · 
en~ a out the Slluation in their locar . , '. e .attmg With 

~e~a~l about the life and mood of the l~~~;~d quesuonmg th<'ni ii 
uv1t1es of the Communists in the ·11 i e peasants and the a··' 

Th · · . v1 ages. .... 
e m1Jnary Situation and military 01' • 

the chief itcms on the aaenda of ~h lCtO~ tlhe Party was one or 
R.C.P. (B. ). b e ig t1 Congrcss of the 

.I? a forceful speech at a plenarv si . . 
m1lttary qucstion, Lenin stressed th 't t~m~, wh1ch dealt with thc 

b 
·1d· a pnontv m st b . tu mg of a regular army Th ·n , u e g1ven to the 

ly e~adicated and iron di.~cipl~1~u::~:o~ me~h?ds ;:iust be complete. 
special emphasis on the need fi uhce m t e army. He laid 

l 
or strengt enin th l . 

c eus and rnmmunist influ . h g e pro etanan nu. 
·1 · ence m t e armv Th l . 

llll 1tary qucstion passed bv thc e o . . ': e reso utmn 011 lhe 
military policy of the Co. . onpbress la1d the foundation of the 

Tl . mmunisl ar tv. 
.1e Eighth Party Congress ended o~ March <, . 

Lenm made a short spccch which h ~ 2~. In closmg it, 
words: "The seed sown by 'th R . e conduded w1th the following 
E . . · e uss1an revolutio ·. .· · . 
. uro pe. Th1!\ imbucs us \'\'Íth thc absol t n is sp1 mgmg up m 

uon that no maltcr how diffic lt th ~le and unshakable convir
and no mattcr how <rreat l1heu . f: tna s that may slill bcfall us, 

"" · mis ortunes ti t b 
upon us by that dying beast . t . al .. 1a may e brou~h t 

·11 . ' m crnat1on· 1mp .. r. ' 
\VI pensh, and socialism \~:ill t . h h ena ism, thal bea.st nump t roughout the world.,, * 

Decisive Victories of the Red Army 

The ) ear 1919 was a ) ear of terribl . 
state. Thc counter-revolution h d h e Jtnal and stress for the SO\ iet 
the Soviet Republic ºy th. . a fur ed enormous forces against 

• ·" <. sprma o 1919 th · 
and mtervcntionists nu1nbe d b h e arm1es of thc \.\'hites 

l 
· re more t an ·¡¡· 

ugh command of the A11· d A . . one m1 ion men. Thc •e rm1es dec1ded t ·k 
blow with ali the anti· So · t fc 

0 
stn e a concertt>d " - v1e orces and e ·d d · 

undertake a general offcnsive Í1 ll ons1 er.e ll neccssary to 
directed concentrically toward r~'f: a . the fronllers of Russia au<l 
cow".** s e ve1y lzeart o.f Bolshevism-Mos-

The enemy attackcd on six fron . 
once the whiteguard armies '"ell tsds1bmultaneously. More thao 

h 
. ' n arme V the Ent t 

lo t e vital centres of the Soviet R l l' , . en e, carne near 
to the revolution. epu > ic, creatmg a mortal threal 

*: v .. L ~cnin, Co/l~cttd Works, Vol. 29. p . 22 
H1stoncal an<.I D1plomatic Archives. p 4-25. 
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In this critica! period Lenin's outstanding role in organising the 
country's defence was particularly cvident. He wrote the important 
part)' documents that became the programme for mobilising the 
partY and the people to dcfeat the enemy. Lenin callcd upon Com
rnunists and Soviet officials, upon all worken and peasanls to brace 
themselves, to organise their work in a revolutionary manner, so 
that che Soviet Republic \·vould actually become a united armcd 
camP· Lenin set the Party and the Soviet organisations the task of 
explaining the situation to the people, of ensuring successful mobili
sation , of carrying on agitation among the mobilised men ahd 
training them as quickly as possible. 

Sincc he systematically received olficial military information and 
was directly linked ·by a thousand threads with the army in the 
field , Lenin was thoroughly conversant with the situation on the 
various fronts and in the armies. Lenin's writings, speechcs and 
milítary correspondence contain a penctrating asscssment of the sit
uation and of thc prospects of devcloping military operations, and 
reflect his ideas and precepts on the basic questions of strategy and 
tactics in the conduct of the war. Lenin's numcrous telegrams and 
letters to thc Commanders and the Revolutionary Military Councils 
of the fronts and armies, to the C.C. representativcs and local Party 
and the Soviet bodies vividly illustratt> with what profound 
knowledge he directed the defence of the Soviet state. 

l t stands to reason that Lenin was not a military specialist in the 
specific sense uf that word. With his usual modesty, he used to say: 
''l do not claim in the least to know thc science of war." But he 
had thoroughly studied military literaturc and had a good 
knowledge of the history of wars. Even profcssional soldicrs were 
surprised to see hmv well Lenin grasped the most complicated and 

spccific question.s of warcraft. 
His writings and military directives formulatcd the basic princi-

pies of new, Soviet military science, which conforms to the nature 
and tasks of the army of a socialist state, an army of a new type. 
He decided questions of military strategy procecding from the 
policy and the tactics of the Communíst Party. Strategy, he said, is 
subórdinated to politics, and the two are most intimately con
nected. Lenin regarded the ability to determine the main military 
lask and concentrate on carrying it out as the most important ele
ment of correct strategic leadership. Being thoroughly conversant 
with the political and military situation, he was able to see in time 
the importance of a particular front and wherc to direct the main 
attack. On the instructions of the Central Committec of the Party 
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and the Government the High Command \•lorked out a pla f' . n or th 
counter-olfens1ve of the Red Army the carrying out of wh· ·h . e 

. ' IC Wlth 
the support of the part1san movcment helped to dcr . . . teat thc mterven ttomsts. 

On August 24, Lenin wrote his "Letter to the Workers and p 
ants Apropos of the Victory over Kolchak" in which he .. ellas. 

, · ' <a cd 
upon thc Soviet people not to rest content with the succcsses h 
h d b h . · t at 

a een ac 1eved but to muster all their forces crush and de. 
. , . . ' stroy 

t~e ei:iemy, a_nd dr.1ve Kolchak and the fore1gn mterventionists from 
Sibena. Lenm pomted out the main lessons that ali workers and 
peasants should draw fro~ the ~xperience of fighting Kolchak if 
they ~anted to crush their enem1es and prevent any rcpetition of 
the d1sasters of thc Kolchak alfair. lt was esscntial he wrote h r. , , ro 

ave a po~er1ul Rcd_Army, to lay in large state stocks of grain, to 
observe stnct revolut1onary ordcr and thc laws and instructions f 
h S . G 0 

t e. <~v1et ovcr.nmc~t, not to forget that the Menshcviks and the 
Socialist-Rcvoluuon~nes _had been Kolchak's accomplices and, 
above ali, to consoh~atc m cvery way thc alliance of the working 
class and the labourmg peasantry. 

1~ ~~cember 1.919, .thc Red Army struck crushing blows at 
Denikm s army, hhcratmg Kharkov, Kiev and the Ooncts coal
fields, and launched a vigorous ofiensive in the dircction of Rostov
on-Don. On Deccrnhcr 28, Lenin wrote his "Letter to the \.Yorkrrs 
and Peasants of the Ukraine Apropos of the Victories over 
Dcnikin" He called on them to rally all their forces to rout 
Denikin's army and complete the Iibcration of lhe Ukrainian 
wor~er~ and pcasants from the oppression by landowners and 
cap1tahsts. 

Theoretical Problems 
of the Transition Period 

While organising thc struggle against the intcrventionists an<l 
Whitcs, Lenin did not interrupt his intensive work on theoretical 
quc~tions. ~e re-~e~<l the works of Marx and Engels again and 
ag~m? stud1ed poht1cal and economic literature and thc history of 
s?c1~hsm, followed .the most important foreign newspapers and pc
nod1cals, wrot~ art1ck~ and pamphlets of grcat theoretical impor
tance, and delivcred speeches and lectures. 

Lenin paid much attention to the work of thc Yakov Sverdlov 
Communist University, the first higher Party school. He partici-
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d ·n drawinO' up its currículum and programmc, and stressed ate i '=' , • • H P ll instruction should be kept close to real hfe and pract1ce. e 
that ªently addrcssed the students of the University. In July and 
frtqU . 
\ gust 1919. he delivered two lecturcs on che statc. 

1 t~enin's attention at th~ t~me was focu~ed on ~he transition pe
riod from capitalism to soc1absm: of;n the d1cta~o1rsh1gAof0thc proBlct~r. In Junc 1919, he wrotc h1s amous aruc e, . .reat egm
i~t.g" dealing with the communist subbotniks. In the autumn, he 
nin ' 11 d "Th n· drafted the datailed plan of a booklet to. be ~~ e . e 1ctato~-
hip of thc Proletariat" and wrote the arucle Econom1cs and Poh

:ics in the Era of the Dictat?rship of the ~rolcta~iat". His bookl~t, 
The Constituent Assembfy Electzons and tite Dictatorship of the Proletanat, 
was published in December 1919. In the spring of 1920, he wrote 
che articles, "From the Destruction of thc Old Social System to 
the Creation of the New" and "From the First Subbotnik on the 
:Vfoscow-Kazan Railway to thc All-Russia .May Day Subhotnik". 

In these articles Lenin summed up the crcativc work of the pco
plc under the leadcrship of the Party, and the experi~ncc of t~e dic
tatorship of the proletariat, and developed thc Marx1sl teachmg on 
the period o[ lransition from capitalism to socialism. He cl.ucidated 
che cardinal questions of the building of thc ncw soc1ety. He 
emphasised the international significancc of the expericncc o[ the 
dictatorship of the working class in Russia and considered it .neces
sary to make that experience availablc to the Commumsts of 
other countries. The dictatorship of the proletariat in Russia, Lenin 
wrote, had cenain distinguishing features, bccause it had bcen 
establishcd in a petty-bourgeois and economically backward 
coun try. But the basic fonn.s of the social econonv· and the main class forces 
in Russia before th.e proletariat gained power had been the same as_ in. any 
capitalist country, so these specific features would not affect the mam issue. 

Life has fully corroborated Lenin 's thesis. However, there are 
people who call themselvcs Marxists but contend that Leni.n's 
theory of the dictatorship of thc proletariat is a pu~e~y .Russ1an 
theory applicable only to Russia. Ali manner ~f rev1S10!11~ts and 
renegades from Leninism try in this way to b~ltttle L~nm s .gr~at 
teaching, to narrow its importancc and confine 1t to na~1~nal h~1ts. 
In reality the Marxist-Lcninist teaching on the. trai:s1t1on penod 
from capitalism to socialism and on the dic~atorsh1~ of the prolet~r
iat is a guide to action for the whole mtcr~~t10n~l commumst 
movement and takes concrete historical cond1t1ons mto account. 

Lcnin ~rote that this period is bound to combine the fcatures 
and propertics of both socio-cconomic formations and to be a pe-
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riod of struggle betwcen the defeated, but not yet defunct, capitalisrn 
and the nascenl communism. The social economy in lhis period has 
three basic divisions-socialist, capitalist and small-commodity pro
duction, which are respectively represented by three definite classe.-; 
the proletariat, which has become the ruling class, thc bour~<'oisie'. 
and thc petty bourgeoisie (mainly the peasantry), wavering 
between the working class and the bourgeoisie. ' 

Since these classes still exist in the transition period, class strug
g le, contrary to the assertion of the reformists and revisionists, <loes 
not disappear, but changes its forros. With political power in its 
hands, the working class, far from ceasing the class struggle, uses 
the machinery of state to continue it. 

One of the aspect~ of the dictatorship of the proletariat is the 
attitude of the working class to its enemy, the bourgeoisie. Once in 
power, the working class must crush sternly, rapidly and resolutely 
the resistancc of ali cxploiters - the capitalists, landowners and thcir 
lackeys. "Whoever does not understand this," Lenin said, "is nen 
a n:volutionary, and rnust be removed from the posl of lcader or 
adviser of thc proletariat." * He stressed that use of violen<:<' is 
neccssitated by the task of suppressing thc resistance of the exploit
ing classes, and tbat once this has been accomplished, proletarian 
power would renounce "all extraordinary measures". ** 

Anothcr aspect of the dictatorship of the proletariat is the atti
tud<' of the working class to its ally, the working peasantry. Devel
oping Marx's teaching, Lenin rcached the following important 
conclusion: "The dictatorship of the proletariat," he wrote, " is 
a specific form of class alliance between the proletariat, thc van
guard of the working people, and the numerous non-proletarian 
strata of che working people (petty bourgeoisie, small proprietors, 
thc peasantry, che intelligentsia, etc.), or the majority of these 
strata, an alliance against capital, an alliance whose aim is thr 
complete overthrow of capital, complete suppression of the resis
tance offered by the bourgeoisie as well as of attempts at restoration 
on its part, an alliancc for the final establishment and consolidation 
of socialism." *** Thc special feature of this alliance lies in the fact 
that the leading role in it belongs to the working class. 

After gaining power the proletariat must overcome completely 
the wavering of the peasants and finally win them away from the 

• V. J. Len in, Cotlected Works, Vol. 29, p. 388. 
•• !bid. , Vol. 30, p. 328; cf. p. 223. 
••• /bid., Vol. 29, p. '.-lfll. 
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. . raw them into socialist construction and set th~m on 
..,..urgeo1s1e, d l c·a1is· t production. l n order to do th1s, the 
..,., h of large-sca e so 1 f h as 
ihe pat t take into account thc· dual nature o t e pe -

k. g class mus · d h operty-y;or in. t distincruish bec-.. veen the workmg an t e pr 
antt)\ it mus h ::ih. ed peasant worker and che peasant trade~-, 
awning peas~t , ~ ~u~: from the peasant who profiteers. "What is 
ihe peasant w o a roletariat to lead the peasants and the pe~ty
needed to enable ~he p 1 . the dictatorship of the proletanat, 

· oups m genera is . . 
1
. · 

b0urgeo1s gr , . h f organisation and d1sc1p me, its 
le of one class, its strengt o 

the ru ,, L · •rote * r d power enm "' . 11 
centra ise l ... b fii d the defenders of capitalism and a types 
Lcni~ r~solute y re ~. e . who were distorting the essei:ice 

of revis1omsts of .Marxm tea~hm~, t claiming that it meant nothmg 
of the dictatorsh1p of the pro et~na ' Lenin's propositions aimed 
bul violence. ~ow relevant ~o ª'! ~~e imperialist camp and d~eir 
against the -fals1fiers of Marx1sm mf h d"ctatorship of the workmg 
hcnchmen concerning the essence o t e 1 . 

class ! . d. shi " he taught, "is not in 
"The cssence of prol~tar~~n f~~~:to{~s !hicf fcature is the organi-

force alone, or even mamlyh m d ··ed cont"1ngcnt of the working 
d . . r of t e a vanc . 

sation and is~1p me f h.- solc lcadcr thc proletanat, 
pcople, of the1r vang~iard, ? l' t ur b lish the division of society 
whose o~ject is to bmld soc~.1~m~f ªs~>ciety working pcople, and 
into classes. make ali mem e1s l ,, ** 

' · f. u loitation of man L>Y man. 
remove the basis or ª exp . Le of the proletarian state 

. . h t thc construct1vc ro . 
Lemn foresaw t a . . f socialist construcuon. 

. · m the coursc o · . f 
would keep mcreasmg L . b r cved that thc dictatorsb1p o 

Like Marx and Engels, enm . e t1 that ·1t must not and would 
· · hi · cally trans1en 

the proletanat IS ston . 1 ' ds the dictatorship to create 
not exist for ever. Thc work1~.ghc a~ ~:~loitation of man by man. 
socialist society an.d to ª~ 1~ ,~ t be achieved at one stroke. 
"This object," L~nm explame. ' d caF~~ansition from capitalism to 
It requires a fairly long peno ºk f n cntire period of the dic-

. ¡· Th t is whv Marx spo e o a · 1 socia ISm.... a , . d f transition from cap1ta -. l · t ·as the peno o 
tatorsh1p of the pro etaria . . . tanl to cmphasise that, as 
. . 1. "***. Here 1t is impor 
ism to socia 1sm. . . f h king class would be neces-
Lenin saw it, the d1ctat?:ship rºth~ ~x w~:ting classes and ali capital
sary up to tbe final abohtion ° . , P . nd all petty-bour-
. 1 t up to thc transfcr oí the peasantry a ist e emen s, 

• !bid., p. 389. 
•• !bid., p. 388. 

• .. !bid., p. 388. 

355 



gcois ~trata to the palh of socialism ri . . 
cstabhshm<'nt of socialism ' ght up to thc b111ldincr '\ . ~ •nd 

J n thc years of Soviet power Len in dcvel . 
the functions of the statc ·und ' . i· oped his propositions o 
h 

. . cr socia ism and d . · h · n 
t e trans1t1on to communism '·h· h h u1mg t e pcriod of 
S 

, ~ ic e set o t · h' 
late and Revolution The ·ai· u m is book T! 

l 
. SOCI ISt state h . ... ' llt 

argc-scalc production on . 1 ' e \\rote, is organis1·n · · · a nauona se· 1 · d · · ' · g 
powcr among thc various branches of a e, is_ istnbuting labou1. 
entc:rpriscs and is dºst ºb . productton and the , ·ariou 

1 
• · 1 n utmo- amon r l . s 

arge c¡uantilies of articles of <=> g . t ic ·workmg people 
state. " * consumpt10n belonging to the 

One of the main tasks of the s . r. . 
property. "The workers and eas~~1~ ~t sta~c is to protcct sodalist 
that thc land and factor1ºcs b"ip h, Lenm wrotc, "must realisc 
r. 1 .. '· ong to t em and th 
iu of them as of tl1c1ºr o ey must be as c·1rc · wn propertv "** H . · . ' -
important function of th<· s . ¡· , . e cons1dcred it a very · ocia 1st state t . 1 
labour and thc measure of . o cont1 o thc measure of' 

Al th . . ~onsumption. 
e same nme, the soc1alist state la b. . 

cultural development and d . . P ys ª ~g part m guiding 
. . T e ucatmcr the masses l 

sp1nt. h<' social ist state ensure. l º d . m l ic comm un ist 
socialism. Finally Í{ purst1es s raw. an order and thc defonce of 

. ' a wre10'n polic · · h · 
strengthenmg socialism and d . 1 ""? y m t e mtcresls of 
liberation movement. e\ e opmg thc world revolutionarv 

Lcnin considcred the guidino- role of h C . 
of the mosl importam law-g~verned :e e o~munist Parl} as one 
from capitalism to so ·. ¡· · gulanties of the transition 

. c1a ism and the d . 1 
soc1ety. *** The cxperience ofrevolution. eve_ opmcnt of socialisl 
sho,..,·s that the role of the Co . m Rus.s1a and other countnes 

b 
mmumst Panv aft, lh . . 

power y the working class not onh· do . . ~r . e gammg of 
co1~,~rary, i~ grcatly enhanced.**** es not d1mllllsh , but, on the 

fh_e d1ctatorship of the prolctariat ,, . ' 
a pers1stent struggle blood . d bl ' Le~m wrote, 'mcans 
military and ccon~mic cd y ~n 1 oodless, v10lcnt and pcacefuL 
r , ucauona and ad · · · 
torces and traditions of the old . mmistrative - against thc 

l
. d soc1etv The f;oi·ce f l bº . . 
1ons an tens of m·11· . '· o 1a 1t m m1l-1 ions is a most f; ºd bl 

a party of iron that has b or.m1 a e force. Without 
. . ecn tempered m h 

enJoymg the confidence of ali honest . 1 . t e strugglc, a party 

.: lbi_d., Vol. 30, pp. IOB-og. 
*** lbul., Vol. 27, p. 225_ 

!bid .. Vol. 31 p 11 

peop e m the class in question. 

**** ,.. . . . . ,,ommumsl /n /fmnliona! in f.) oc1tmmts, :Vloscow.. J 93Q ->, P· 108 (Ru~s. C'd. ). 
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arty capable of watching and iní1ucncing the mood of thc 
11 ~es such a struggle cannot be ·waO'ccl succcssfullv." * 
111ª"~ . . . ~· I"> ' Lcnin strongly criticised lcadcrs of thc working class who, while 
co~ising che dictatorship of •the prolctariat in word , remained 

reoable or unwilling to understand its significancc and to put 1t mto 
u tfcct. •'Thc fall of the first Soviet R epublic in Hungary (the first, 
:\hich fell, will be follo,\'ed by a second , which v.ill be victoriousJ 
show-s clcarly how vast, how immense is thc dangcr of cvil," Lenin 
wrote. O ne of the main causes of this fall was the treachery of the 
·•socialists" who "went over to Béla Kun verbally and proclaimed 
chemselvcs Communists, but who actually did not pursue a policy 
consonant with the dictatorship of the proletariat; they vacillated, 
played the coward, made advances to the bourgeoisic, and in part 
directly sabotaged and betrayed thc proletarian rcvolution. Natu
rally, the powerful brigands of imperialism (i. c., thc bourgeois gov
crnments of Britain, Francc, etc.) that surrounded thc Hungarian 
Soviet R epublic m ade good use of thcse vacillations within thc H un
garian Soviet govcrnment and uscd the R umanian butchers to 

crush it. 
"There can be no doubt," Lcnin continued, "that sorne of thc 

Hungarian socialists wcnt over to Bi:la Kun sincrrely, and sincerely 
proclaimed thcmselvcs Communists. But that changes nothing 
essrntial: a man who ' sinccrely' prodaims himself a Communist, 
but who in praclicc vacillales and plays thc coward instcad of pur
suing a rutblessly finn , uns-...,·crvingly dctermined and supremely 
courageous and hernie policy (and only such a policy is consonant 
with recognition of the dictatorship of the proletariat) -such a man, 
in his weakness of character, vacillations and irrcsolution, is just as 
much guilty of treachery as a direct traitor." * * 

Thc whole historical experience of thc working-class movcmem 
and socialist revolutions confirms the profound truth of this conclu
sion. The practice of socialist transformations has shown that the 
taking of political power by the working class in to its hands and thc 
socialisation of the means of production creatc only the objective 
prcrequisites, the objectivc possibilities for solving the many-faceted 
tasks of thc creation and development of 1he new socicty. And how 
thcsc possibilities are realised in practicc dcpends first and foremost 
on the leadership providcd by thc Communist Partics, on their ability 
to solve the most complcx tasks set by Jife in a Marxist, Le-

ni nist fashion. 

* V. l. Lcnin, C11/lecied WIJ"rh , Vol. :H , pp. 14-ü . 
** Jhid., Vol. 30, p. 354. 
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"A Great Beginning" 

Lcnin's genius and his close grasp o rr h.. . Ma · d h · n He, IS crea ti ve app 
rx1sm an is extraordinarv scientifi fi . h roa<'h to 

see far into thc future He is' fl ic ores1g t enablcd him t 
. ,, · a o re ectcd on "a develop d . 

0 

soc1ety ' on the building of "a com l . . e soc1alist 
In the early years of S . p cte soc1ahst societ\1'• • 
. ov1et power ch fi d · ' · 

soc1ety were only just being l .d . e oun auons of socialist 
h f a1 m our country Th fi 

s oots o communism \vere onlv . ust . . e . irst weak 
wonderful gift of discerning th~ ~ew.a~eanng. But ~emn had the 
ported ali that was new and . e. sa':', appra1sed and sup-

h 
progress1ve m hfe H ob d 

s oots and demonstrated th . . 'fi . e serve these 
he formulated fundamentaleir r~1gm.1~ance. After. ª?alysing them, 
munism and on ti , 1 p. posmons on soc1alism and com-

f 
1c a ws governmg the emcr d d 

o the communist svstcm Hi - t. l "A gence an evclopmcnt 
particularly import~nt m· . th1· s ar ice, Grcat Beginning"' was 

O M · s respect. 
n ay 10, 1919, the workers of the M . 

held the first mass subbotnik Afte th . . k.oscow-Kazan Ra1lway 
· d r · r eir wor mg day 

rcpaire iour locomotivcs and six . . was over, they 
also unloaded severa! th d, teen carnagcs w1thout pay, and 

h 
. ousan poods of freight· h 

t eir labour productivitv . ' w at was more, l c- ' was more than two and a h lf . 
usua . 0ubbotniks werc soon bein r h ld . . a times thc 
towns. They wcre the rcspons~ ~ hat other .enterpnscs in various 
issued by the Party Central eor:mi~t e '7;orkmg class to the call 
the wheel in a truly revoluu· ,~e to put your shoulder to 

onary way Th bb · 
demonstration of the sclfl 1 bo · e su otmks wcre a vivid 
and strikingly showed ,the ess a. urheof the proletariat in the rear 

1 
creat1ve nt of the . 

e ass and its devotcd struggle to gov~rnmg working 
of the socialist revolution. preserve and consohdate thc gains 

In. his arliclc, "A Great Bcginnin " 
mun1st subbotniks as an event of g , .Lenin described the com-
beginning of commu1zi.rm" Th h great importance as the "actual 
munism wcre and how. th ey s ow~d what socialism and com
strated thc conscious ande nlew soc1ety was to be built, demon-

d 
. vo un tary initiative of th k 

a optmg a new labour discipline . d l . e wor ers in 
d 

· . , m eve opmg !abo . d . . 
an I~ creatmg a socialist economv. u1 pro ucl1v1Ly 

Lenm considercd the develo meu't f . 
the rock-bottom problem . P. r o the pr~duct1ve forces to be 
quenl transilion to comm~:-ssoc1~1st constr uct1on and in thc subse
forward in the devclopment~· th e stredssed_ that a tremendous stcp 

e pro uct1ve forces was neccssar 
"' V. T. Lcnin, Co/lected Works V 1 42 Y , o. , p. 78; Vol. 3:~, p. 468. 
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bring about the complete abolition of classcs, the elimination of 
t~e essential distinctions bctwcen tOw'Il and country, betwcen 
~anual and mental labour, and to make it possible to realise the 
principle of .comro~ism: "F,~om each according to his ability, to 
each accordmg to h1s needs. J n order that the productive forces 
can reach a level that makes the transition to communism possible, 
Lenin explained, the productivity of labour must be higher than 
under capitalism. " In the last analysis, productivity of labour is the 
rnost important, the principal thing for the victory of the new social 

5
ystcm. Capitalism created a productivity of labour unknown under 
serfdom. Capitalism can be utterly vanquished, and will be utterly 
vanquished by socialism creating a new and much higher produc-

tivity of labour." * 
This conclusion was an important contribution to the Marxist 

teaching on communism. From it follows the idea of economic com
petition between the two systems: socialism and capitalism which 
was not only a matter of deciding the qucstion of "who will bcat 
whom ?" within the country, but also of starting a competition 
betwcen the two systems on a world scale in order to surpass capi-

talism in thc economic fidd. 
Transition to communism, Lenin said, is impossible, unless we 

raise che productivity of labour. "Communism," Lenin wrote, "is the 
higher productivity of labour compared with tltat existing under capitalism, of 
voluntary, class-conscious and united workers employing advanced tech-

niques." * * 
In connection w·ith the subbotniks, Lenin re,·ealcd thc essence of 

communist labour and showed in what way it differs from labour 
under socialism. Socialism, he explained, presupposes social labour 
under the strict control and supervision of the state, which defines 
the amount of labour and its rcmuneration. Undcr communism, 
which develops as socialism becomes consolidated and which is the 
higher phase of the new society, labour will be unpaid work for the 
good of society performed without any thought of remuneration. 
Work will be an essential requirement of thc healthy body. Com
munist subbotniks were the first embryos of such work. 

Lenin considered it the prime duty of the Party and the Govern
mcnt to study the shoots of thc ncw carefully and to tend them. He 
was quite sure that, given the support of the socialist state, "the 
shoots of communism will not wither; thcy will grow and blossom 

* V. l. Lmin, Collecltd Work.r, Vol. 29, p. 427. 
** !bid. (ltalil:s ours.-Tfte Author.1.) 
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into complete communism" . * H e pointcd to the differ<"n 
between thc first and thc highest phases of communist society a~~ 
at thc same time strcssed the organic connection bctween thcm. li 
dcscribed socialism as "11ot complete comm unism" and spokc 0~ communism as "che highest stage of socialism", '·sociali~t socict) in 
its dcveloped form" and "socialism ... when completed" . ** Lenin fore. 
saw thc process of thc development of socialism into communisrn 
and revealcd its inevitability, essence and law-governed re~ularities. 

The Breathing-space of 1920. 
The Ninth Party Congress 

In thc ficrce battles of 1919 against the Whitc ar~ies of Kolchak, 
Yudenich, Denikin, and Miller, the Red Army defealcd the main 
forces of the dorncstic counter-revolution and thc interventionists. 
Soviet troops liberatcd the L'rals, Siberia, the Ukraine, thc North 
Caucasus and a considerable part of Turkestan. Thc Soviet laud 
won a breathing-space. 

Thc international position of the Soviet Republic improved. The 
Entenre countries had officially lifted their blockade of Soviet Rus
sia. The Soviet-Estonian peace treaty had been signed, follO\vcd by 
treaties with Latvia, Lilhuania and Finland. Lenin pointcd out 
that, in spite of thcir dependence on the imperialist powers, ncarl~ 
ali thc small countries had refused to take part in their campaign. 
becausc lhey knew rhat the White gcnerals, inspired by the 
Entente, \\-ere out lo resrore the Russian Empire and conlinue thc 
policy of national oppres.5ion, wh ile the Bolsheviks had prowd in 
practice that they respccted thc i.ndependence and sovereignty of ali 
pcoplcs. 

Lcnin exposed the predatory nature of thc policy pursued by th<· 
imperialist powers vis-a-vis the small countries. While paying lip
service to the frcedom and independence of the small nations, the 
imperialisls enmeshed them in financial, political and diplomatic 
dependence, dragging them into their military blocs and alliances. 
and trampling underfoot their national dignity and sovcreignty. 
"The Entente," he said, "has already had its paws on each of the 
small countries. They know that when the French, American or 

* V. I. Lenin, Collecttd Works, Vol. 29, p. 431. 

** )bid., Vol. 25, p. 471: Vol. 33, p. 404 ; Vol. 27, p. 147 and pp. 147-48. 
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d ' that . . . .. , '\Ve cruarantee vour indcpen ence '. 
P1tahsts say' ~ ' 1 h . s oí vour Sritish ca . '\Ve shall buy from you a 1 t e SOUICC , 

in practice. · , ,. * 
lJleans h 11 hold vou in bondagc. . . . . 
wealth and s. a olicv .of imperialism, a polie} of v1olence, mnrni-

'fo the fore1gn p . . i· oun terp<>ses a fundamcntally new 
d l nder socia ism c d 

dation an pu. ' lations The Soviet state has always pursue 
t pe of imernanonal r~. . ect of indcpendcnce and sovereignty 
; policy of p~ace, edu; .1t~d;:~ and co-operation between thc peo
of ali countnes: an 'd ne tt1e Soviet Republic the sympathy of ali 

Th. Lenin sai won l " " h aid 
ples. is, . . 'f allies in ali countries. It means, e s ' 
peoples and mtlhons. o . d b thc vast ma·1ority of people 

hcv is approve v . . . . 
•'rhar our peace po , . h "'ª. rs of thc forcign m1htary m-

h Id"** Durmg te y, di ali over t e wor . Len1.n's initiatíve. repeate y . h s · t Government on 
terven t1on, t e ov1c the Entc;te Powcrs. The Scventh Congress 
inade ~eace p~·oposals t~ ld in Decernber 1919 reaflirmcd thc u:i
of Soviets which w~s le . d once acrain proposcd to Bnt-

. S ,· t dc•sire for peace an ::- . h 
swervmg ov1e : . S . . . f' Amerira ítaly and .Tapan, e1t er . F , , thc Umted , tates o ' . . . 
am, r.mcc, b . ·ace negotlal1ons a.t once. . 
J'ointly or separately, to e?~n ye f the breathing-spacc m the 

. d ·b d. a spccilic leaturc o 
Len m escn e as . . l ·¡· tary tasks ha<l not yet 

f 1920 ti ~ lact that t 1c m1 1 
early months o 

1
c · f D 'k'n's army under the com-

d 'fh mnants o em 1 ' l bcen complete . e re .t ed '1n the Crirnea. In t le 
al \ V . l wcre entrenu1 . 

mand of Gcner. . rangc' . id was threatening a campa1~n 
\\' est, bourgc01s-lar~dov.,ner Po la~ . mstances it was impossible to 
against Soviet R uss1a. In thcse ~re~ . the \~ intn of 1919-20 there 
demobilisc the arrny. Ylo~·cover, ~n~g the overcoming of which 
was acute dislocat10n of the .ccox o y, L ·nin emphasised the nced 

. d . fi'ort For th1s reason, e . d t 
require llltcnse e . . blems of cach period. and pomte ou 
to considcr the specific pr~ . Govcrnmcnt were compellcd to 
rhat the Party and thc ov1etb ans <>f War Communism, by 

· problems y me . 
resolve the econorn1c . h . ti ·n!TS the vanous decrees 

h d H ce among ot e1 u r> ' military met o s. en , . thc labour front. 
on the use of Red Arrny um ts on t ted i'ts work on the need 

· h s · t tate conccn ra 
In this penod t e ov1e s 1 ·port system alleviate the 

. · . storc t 1e trans ' h to combat d1slocatton, te r d d'fficultics and gavc mue 
d e thc ioo i i · 

fue! shortage, an overcom . • d the work of thc state appa-
auention to cultural. devcloplmenth ~·ne prcssing· problems, Lenin 

\ 'h'l d l ng wJt 1 r es . . 
ratus. ·\ l e ea 1 1 d ror large-scale eeonormc 

. d i tcd to l 1c nec 1' · . H 
looked far ahead an po !l . -to-date industrial techniques. e 
development and convers10n to up 

• V. l. Lcnin, Co/lectt.d WorÁs, Vol. 30, p. 
u !bid., p. 390. 
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suggcsted drawing up the first long-term plan for thc develo 
of the country's cconomy the state plan for thc clectrificatment 
Soviet R ussia. ion of 

At Lenin's suggestion the Soviet Government set up a s 
Commission for the Electrification of Russia which was inst tate 

d 1 fi 
' ructed 

to . raw up a pan or the economic development of Russia on h 
bas1s of the country's electrification. G. Krzhizhanovsky was lde . h . ma e 
1ts . e a1rman. About two hundred distinguished experts were 
enhsted. to. ddo thc dwork. The purpose of the plan was to cnsure the 
eco~om1c m epen ence ~f ~ussia, the creation of a new tcchnical 
basIS, ~ l_ar~e-scale machme ~ndustry. Lenin kept a close eye on lhe 
comm1ss1on s work, read all 1ts papers and helped it with his adv' 

1
'h N. h p ice. . e mt arty Congress met from March 29 to April 5, 1920. 

lt d~scudsscd the report of the Central Committee, matters of eeo
nom1c evelopmcnt, the trade union movemcnt, etc. 

Lenin s~arply criticised thc anti-Party "Democratic Centralism" 
?roup, wh~ch_ was attacking the Central Committee Jine and reject
mg the pn~c1ple of onc-man management in production established 
by the S~v1et Govcrn~ent. He showed that though this group had 
d~magog1c~lly called 1~self a group of "Democratic Centralism' ', its 
v1ews had m fact nothmg whatsoevcr in common with the Marxist 
~Ls~~,vik conception . of demo~ratic centralism. Hiding behind 

Lef t phrase-mongermg, the Democratic Centralists" in effrct 
opposed Party and state discipline, organisation, and firm Leader
ship, and drifted into anarchy. 
. Thc Con~ess .~~pulsed the ."Democratic Centralism" group and 
m the resolut1on l he lmmed1ate Tasks of Economic Construction" 
endorsed Lenin's propositions on the forms and methods of eco
nomic management. 

On the las.t day º!' the Congress a group of delegates proposed 
that the closmg sess1on be devoted to a celebration in honour of 
Len in's approaching fiftieth birtbday. The proposal was met with 
tempestuous applause. Lenin, however, disapproved. He could not 
bear laudatory expressions about himself, and after two speeches 
left the hall. But the speeches continued. With great enthusiasm thr 
Congress passed a resolution on the publication of Lenin's Collectcd 
Works. 

During and after the Congress, Lenin spoke to the delegatcs and 
other comra_dcs w?o _attended it. In his memoirs, S. Budyonny 
fondly dcscnbed h1s hrst encounter with Lenin. 

"At l " h " d · ast, e wrote, my ream was commg true. In a minute, 
maybe, 1 would sce Lenin. What was he like, this Lenin, whom ali 
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h 
ordinary people trusted so dceply, and whom they loved as 

t e h ') 
hcir 0 wn fat er. 

t ,. 'What will I say to Lenin that will come from all the army 
., How shall I greet him ?' I wondered in a fevcr, and grew shy. 

Jl\Cn. h d H t t" •·In the meantime, Lenin approac e us. e cast a pene ra mg 
¡ ce at us. He proffered me bis hand. 

g ~?'So this is Budyonny?' he asked quickly, narrowing his dever 

cyes and examining me closely · B d -.» 
"··well how are things, Comrade u yonny. 
"l was' confused and blurted out against my will: 
'"Good, thank God, Vladimir Ilyich !' , , . . , 
"'In Russian that means very good. That s fine, Lemn sa1d. So 

you said "Thank God" ,' he repeated, and laughcd loudly and 

con tagiously. . ,, * 
"My timidity vanished at once. and l f_elt at case. . . 
In the ensuing conversation Lemn quest1oned Budyonny ex~~us

tively about thc mood of the army men and the state of ~ohttcal 
rork in the units and told him about thc intcrnal and mterna

\' ' h · f h kers tional situation. He spoke of tbe labour ent us1asm o t e ~or , 
and warned Budyonny of the danger of an.altack by bourgc01~-land
owner Poland on the Soviet country, addmg that the repubhc had 

to be prepared to repel it. . . . . . 
Lenin considered Budyonny's risc as givmg stnkmg ev1dence that 

the Red Army was a genuinely popular army and that the revolu
tion had brought up gifted generals from ~mong the people. 

"The main thing is,., Lenin told Budyonny m Decem?er 1920, 
"that the time has come wben men from among the ordmary fo~k 
are bcating the bourgeois generals. Let the imperialists feel thlS. 

. dl "** Y ou ha ve g1ven them a goo esson. . 
On April 22, 1920, the Communist Party and the _whole Soviet 

people joyfully celebrated the fiftieth birthday of their leader_ ~nd 
teacher. Lenin received many letters and telegr~ms contammg 
touching congratulations and good wishes. On Apnl 23, the Mos
cow Party Committee held a special meeting to mark the d~te. 
Lenin did not arrive until the meeting was ncarly _over. Re~pondmg 
to insistent requests, he made a short spec.ch cntircly dedicat:~ .to 
the Communist Party. Lenin stressed thc b1g r?le ~nd respons1b1hty 
of the Bolshevik Party in view of the world-~~dc imp?rtance of the 
Russian revolution and the fact that R uss1a s workmg class had 

• Pravda No. 53, february 22, 1963. ** See s. M. Budyonny, The Travelled Path, Moscow, 1958, p. 280 (Russ. ed.) . 
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bccomc the vanguard o[ the international libcration movcment of 
working pcoplc and was blazing the trail for mankind to a happy 
futurc. Lcnin made a note o[ thc war victories, but warned the 
Party against complacency. Complacency was a danger, he said, 
which ewry Communist, and the Party as a whole, should appr('. 
ciatc, and doubly so bccause still more d ifficult tasks, thc ncative 
tasks \\hich "rnnstitutc the suhstance of the socialist ren>lution" 
lay ahead. Lcnin hoped that the Bolsheviks would never be a part): 
of complacent peoplc. 

At the very be~inning of his política! activity Lenin dcnounced 
the pcrsonality cuh . which is alien to .Yfarxism, the "theor)" of 
hcroes and the crowd. He was convinced that socialism would bt' 
victorious, bccause he had deep faith in the people and, above ali, 
the political consciousness and organisation of the working class. Hc 
regarded thc working people as the true makers of hisrory. 

Lenin pointe<l out that Marxism d id not at ali deny llH' impor
tant role of thc leaders of the working class. He criticisccl thosc who 
refused to accept this and demagogically opposed lhe masses anti 
parties lo the leadcrs. "Political partics," Lenin wrote, "a~ 
a general rnlc, are run by more or less stablc groups composecl or 
the most authoritative, influential and experienccd memb<'rs, who 
ar<' electe<l to the most responsible positions and are called lcaders. '' 
The proktarial. too, needcd "thoughtful, expericnced aud knowl
cdgeabk política! lcaders", Lenin pointed out, stressing thc impor
tance of .. party organisation and of party leaders worth) of th<' 
namC'". * Len in noted that lo deny thc necessity of working-class 
lea<lers and of the prestige of correct leadership was tanlamount ro 
dcnying on~anisation, party allegiance and party discipline. 

Howcver, only thosc who lean on the pcople, on the Party, who 
are consrious lhat they are doing the will of thc peoplc and are rc
sponsible to them, who a lways uphold the principie of collective 
leadership, can be real working-class leadcrs. 

In Lcnin's opinion it is wrong to associale the achievcments of 
thc Party and the people with the name of one man. H e put down 
a li the victories ovcr domcstic .and externa! enemies , ali the suc
cesses in socialist development to the heroic struggle, thc devoted 
labour of thc working class, thc peoplc, under the leadcrship of the 
Communist Party. 

Lenin ol~jected strongly to any adulation of his own personality. 
to praisc of his scrvices, ancl was always annoyed to see such rhings. 

• V. 1. l.enin, Cl)l/ected Works, Vol. :~! , pp. 41 , 52 anrl 68. 
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. d r. , leading comradcs and 
b 1918 Lemn summonc a iC\'\ , 

Septem er ' . 
to • ghly the followmg: . . l · 
told them r~u dee dissatisfaction that my pcrson is bemg g or~-

"l note \\llh . p d h ¡· l All of us know that personah-. . nnovmg an arm u . lf 
ficd . T h1s is a. . do váth it. lt would be awkward fo~ my~c. to 
cíes have nothmg tof l . Then· would also be somerhmg nd1cu
prohibit that sor.t o t ;:::g¡ . t [ t is up lo yo u to pu t thc brakes on 

. and pretenuous a u 1 • 
JolD . 1 ,, * 
unobrru~1ve y. f; I 1920 the commission collecting ~atcria~ on 

O r tlus other act. n 'B ) d thc October Revoluuon decide~ 
the history of t~e R.C.~.~ . an a Lenin Muscum. Lenin cate?~n
to begin collec~mg exh1~t~[ori k who had reported the dec1s1on 
cally forbade th1s a~d .tol . ml ns. y' npleasant T find lh<' constant 

1 . . "Y ou can t imagme iow u to 11m. . ,, 
· of mv pcrsonahty. . T h promouon . . . .. vidcnl al all tnnes. o t e 

Lcnin's extraordmary mod:~(n :-vasic~urc~ of him on Vsevobuch 
cameraman who had . heen t. g p f me and more of those who 
Day he said: "Take iewer psclures o l . who are croing off to the 

. 1· ·t to nw the comra( es , ,.., . H are gomg to is en ., . . ·d 1 . the followmg. e . , d t)· 15 also 1\lust ratc )y · 
front." Lenm s rno es . d . kc at Comintcrn con-

¡ 1 . ·s he wrotc an spo d 
knew severa anguagc ' <l 

1 
·n German English an 

d h tted to the e egates J s , l d 
gresscs an e a. I r ~ d could undcrstand Czec l an 
Frcnch, rcad Poltsh and. ta i~n, .ªº. er ro thc question, " v\!hat 

l B . quest10nnaire m answ h 
Swedis i. ut m a :>" •. ' r d. "f.nglish, German, Frene -
languages do you kno\v. ~,e r cp ic . , 

badly, ltalian - vcry badly. d l ·s and considrred that they 
Lenin never brokc the accept<' ru el Whcn he askcd the lib-

h. ch as lO anyone e se. ) 
applicd to im as mu 

1 
( . the Lcnin Statc Library to 

f h R antse,· l'\- useum no" . d 
rary o t e umy . . . hilosophical dictionaries an sorne 
send him Greek d1cuonarses, p . '·I f according to the rules, 
hooks on philosophy. he wr~>te . d r<>~ home use could not onc 

bl" t. ns are not 1ssue 1• ' • 
reference pu ica 1º . 1. th night whcn thc Library IS 
get thcm for an eveomg, or e . " , 

·11 t t~ n bv the mommg · d closed. l wz re urn ie1 './ . . .. Red Army men an 
r . f thc civ1\ ·war peasanlS, , d 

During the tamme o d r, L ·n•s health senl him too 
· concernc 1or em ' people in che provmces, · . d fruit but Lenin re-

parcels containing white fl~ur , ~ac~nh~l~~~:,~ home;, and to needy 
addressed them ali to hosp1tals an e 

comradcs. ,. h orking pcople gave him a pro-
Lcnin's dose contact vvJt~ t e ~ Lenin was quick to respond to 

found understanding of their uc-ec s. 
14 1960 lfrom A. Lunacharsky's Remcmbrances). 

* b:.vestia No. 38, february , . . 
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reports from the provinces and fro , k 
d k 

. . m "'ºr ers about food dº 
an too 1mmed1ate action. He d "d 1 . 1stress 
callou~ attitude to chis matter. J not to erate an irresponsible o; 

Lemn showed particular concern over food . 
In 1919, the hardcst ycar of all d .suppltes for children 

d . . , ecrees wh1ch he in· e" d · 
passe prov1dmg for free meals for childre . "W d I iate were 
hungry," he said, "but we shall ive the l n. . e, a ults, will go 
lump of sugar and the last piece gof butter ast p~nch ?f flour, the last 
ter for the burdcn of these h d . to t e ch1ldren. It is bet-
h"ld ar times to be borne b d 1 

e I ren mu~t be spared in every possible wa " * y a u ts; t he 
The workmg people had a warm ff, . y. . 

showed touching solicitude for him ª. ect1on for their leader and 
them. One day a Red Arm as someone near and dear to 

in for Lenin half of his loaf o7~:e~~m~,~ :~. Krhemlin and handcd 
eat," he said. "These are h : e im ave somcthing to 

· ungrv ttmes " 
The Party and ali the workin , · J • . 

the most of th(' b .. h' g peop e of the Soviet country made 
. . · reat mg-spacc m 1920 t h . ¡ 
mfücted by the war to rcstorc f t . o e,1 the grave wounds 
agriculture. ' " · ac ones and transport, and to revive 

The Soviet people celebrated M D . 
labour enthusiasm. That da, ay ay '"~ 1 th great _political and 
Lcnin himself took . ? an All-~uss1a subbotmk was hcld. 
, part m it by helpmg th K 1. . . 

School trainecs to clear buildin . e. rem m M1htary 
the subbotnik he made a speech ~t~~~ef;~~s out _of th~ Krem~in. After 
for a memorial to Karl Marx in Th , mg of the foundat1on stonc 
Squarc). A monument to the fo d ~tre. Sq.uare (now Sverdlov 
today on che spot wherc Leni:~a~~ oh sc1ent1fic communism riscs 
a coken of deep respecc and of tl t t _e first stone. I t stands as 
p d ie grat1tude that che Co · 

arty an the Soviet people feel h mmumst 
the working class and 11 h to t e ?1"eat leader and teacher oí 

'l'h a t e workmg people f h 
at samc day Lenin spoke at th l - o t e world. 

for a monument '
0
r Líber t d L· be ayi~~ of the foundation stone 

tricts, spokc at workers' m:c~· aTohur, VISited the proletarian dis-

d 
mgs. at dav he was g d ·i· 

an wore a scarlet ribbon . h. b , . ay an sm1 mg 
mood, very erect and looke~n IS u~tonh.ole; he was in a festivc 
speechcs, vivid, ful! of invinci~~u~~t~n ¡:;1~ 0 f. his fiftr_ ycars. J;Cis 
people, cheercd a nd inspired th k" t e v1ctory of the Soviet 

h 
e wor mg })Copie t . . . 

t e namc of communisrn. , o new v1ctones in 

* N'. /\... Scmashko, R · · tmimscences ef Lenú1, Moscow, 1933 · , P· 28 (Russ. ed.). 
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"Left-Wing" Communism-an lnfantile Disorder 

\\'hile directing the Communist Party and the Soviet state, Lenin 

d 
,
0
ted much attention to the problems of the international work-

e~ . . g-class and commun1st movement. 
10 'fhe Communist Parties grew and gained strength in the fierce 
struggle against opportunism. Lenin saw the worst danger for the 
working-class movement in Right opportunism, reformism and revi
sionism. "Opportunism," he said, "is our principal enemy. O ppor
cunism in the upper ranks of the working-class movement is bour
geois socialism, not proletarian socialism. lt has been shown in 
practice that working-class activists who follow the opportunist 
trend are better defenders of the bourgeoisie than the bourgeois 
chemselves. Without their leadership of the workers, the bourgeoisie 
could not remain in power." * Opportunism, Lenin emphasised, 
must be stamped out in ali partics. That was the main task. Lenin 
also tirelessly exposed the Centrists, who did not want to break with 
the avowed opportunists, and were indulgent towards their actions. 

In May 1920, a delegation of British workers visited Soviet Rus
sia. In a conversation wíth this delegation and in his "Letter to the 
British Workers", which he gave them to take back to Britain, 
Lenin branded the reactionary trade union leaders as "faithful ser
\'ants of the capitalists" and showed that on ali sores of specious 
pretexts they supported the imperialist policy of the British Govern
ment, condoned Britain's intervention against the Soviet R epublic, 
maligned the Soviet system and opposed the revolutionary struggle 
of the proletariat. He explained that sincere supporters of the 
emancipation of the workers from the capitalist yoke would not 
oppose the founding of a Communist Party, which alone was ca
pa ble of educating the workers in a non-bourgcois, non-petty-bour
geois manner, and really exposing the social-traitors. 

The talk with Lenin made a deep impression on the members of 
the delegation. In a letter to Lenin, Ben Turner, a prominent 
member of the Labour Party and leader of the delcgation, wrote: 
"It has been to one a wonderf ul example of dctermined and scien
tific attempts to build a Workers' Republic. That you will succeed 
I am sure. That you succeed in mak ing the New Socialist State is 

my heartf elt wish." * * 

• V. l. Lenin, Collected Work.r , Vol. 31, p. 231. 
•• Kommunist No. 3, 1960, p. 7. 
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Duri~g April and May 1920, Lenin wrote his book "L . 
Commzmum - an Jrifantile Disorder ',h· ·h . . ' . ejt-Wi11n" J t · R · ' \ ic '~as published 1 J <> 
u y ~ ussian, ~nglish, German and French. n une and 
. Lemn rcgarded tt as the obiect of his book t . s1an . . . J o exammc th R e~penence m connccuon with certain curr t bl e us-

ternauonal communist tactics and t l en pro ems of in-f ¡ · ' 0 app Y to thc task d . 
o t 1c. Commun1st Parties of other countri " . .s an. pohcy 
pract1ca~lc, significant and rclevant in th~ h~vt:at'e~e~ is universally 
day tacucs of Bolshevism". * 0 an the present-

The experiencc of rcvolutionary stru o-J f 
against tsarism and capitalism was f"' e o ~he Bolshevik Part) 
organisation and idcological and poi' t.º 1 great ihmportance for thc . . 1 ica strengt eni f i r. 
mumst Part1cs in other countries Th . d n~ o ttlC '-•Orn-

not yct posscss the abilily to wo~k i1~ ~~ung om~u~1st P~r~ies did 
affected by the burdcn of old S . l De masses.' t letr act1v1ty was 

At the same time thc hatred fi oet~; emocrat1c .traditions. 
the lack of tlw nccessarv l\.1a º.r tR1oht o~portumsm coupled with 

. . . . rx1s tempcrmg d e 
mumsts to turn to pettv-bou . " . . ca~se many om-
._ . , . . ' rgeo1s revoluttomsm" a d 
iamsm, that is, m the direction of "I f¡" . n . sectar
exprcssion in the "l eft , ,, . ,et opportumsm. Th1s found 
between thc Commu,nis~ Pa~~~o~~~c~~mderstandinl? of _thc rclations 
use of legal mcans of stru le in . _e masscs, their .refusal to makc 
form, their ignoring of "~~rk . partic_ular, thc parhamentary plat
operatives, and their refusal to1~e~e~~~10nary t~a~e u°:ions and co
camp and t k . contrad1ct1ons m the enemv 

, . . 0 ma e any compromISes. · 
1 hIS posnion of thc "Lefts., ,..,,as fi a . . 

Marxist parties. They could becomc ~·~ght wi~h seno~s danger for 
lose their connection with th ivorced from their class basis, 
selves of thcir main sourc fe masseshand thereby deprive thern-

" . e o strengt . 
1 he social basis of "Leftism" is h 

prietors. The petty bourgeoisic Lt ~ bro~d stratum of ~etty pro-
capitalism cxpericnccs constant 'o enm. pomted out, wh1ch under 
and sudden deterioration of life e~~~ess10n and frequcntly a sharp 
tionism, but is not cap bl ' f ihy g~es over ~o extreme revolu-a e o s owmg stam . . 
staunchness and discipline. ma, orgamsat10n, 

Subjectivism in appraising events h 1 
approach to the prevailin situation ' t e ack .. ºf ªº. objectivc 
gle, and a desirc to skip sfagcs of ad::~ the coi:id1~1o~s of the strug
distinctivc fcaturcs of "Lef~" · · . ce, Lenm md1cated, are the 
prompted the "L~fts" to ~lpportumsm._ These features, he said, 

rcc ess, uncons1dered action. 

• Y.l. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. :ll, p. 47. 
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Lenin taught that the policy and tactics of the Party must be 
baSed on a sober, strictly objectjve assessmen t of all the class forces 
fa given state and other states, and also on thc assessment of thc 

~,.pc;ience o~ .t~e revolutionary. movement" on ~. world s_calc. He 
scathingly cnuc1sed the dogroat1sm of the Lcfts for their refusal 
to consider the changing situation, to devclop and apply rcvolution
arV theory creatively, and to makc the roost of ari~ing opportunitics 
in. thc interests of the working dass. Coromunist Parties, Lenin 
painted out, have to be flexible to the utmost in thcir tactics. They 
rnust havc command of al\ the means of struggle, of ·'all forms or 
aspccts of social activity without exception", impart new content 
to old forros and devise ncw forros of work, combine illegal and 
legal methods of struggle, and be ready "for the most rapid and 
brusque replacement of one form by another", to know thc moods 
of thc roasses, must not rush on ahead, but also not lag behind the 

mass movemcnt. 
Len in callcd thc crrors of the "Lcfts" thc "infantile disonler of 

' Left-wing' communism" and dcscribed them as errors of thc 
growth of young, inexperienced Communist i>artics, which had not 
yet been through the school of revolutionary struggle and not yet 
mastered ali the forms and methods of work in thc roasses. He 
regarded the overcoming of "'Left-wing' communism" as an im-

portant and urgent task. 
Lenin developed the proposition about the relation of the inter-

national to the national elcments in the working-class movement, 
about the common objective laws governing socialist revolution and 
the distinctivc featurcs of thc revolutionary movement in the var
ious countrics. The basic principies of communism, he wrote, are 
the same for the enüre internatíonal working-class movement. But 
when making what are actually the saroe prcparations for victory 
over the bourgeoisie, the working-class movement of cvery country 
<loes so in its own way. The strugglc of the prolctariat in every indi
vidual country has had and must inevitably have its own specific 
peculiarities, depending on its economy, its policy, its culture, the 
national coroposition of its population, religious divisions, historical 

traditions, and so on. 
Communist Parties should take account or thesc peculiarities in 

their policy. Yet their role must not be exaggcrated. The general 
law-govcrned regularities of the socialist rcvolution and socialist 
construction are of decisive importance. Unity of the international 
tactics or the communist working-class moveroent calls for "the 
application of the fimdamental principies of communisro (Soviet 
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power and thc dictatorship of the proletar1'at) h. h . 
d

;¡ j . . ' W IC \'VllJ 
mo yy t 1esc principies in certain part· l correcl/u ¡ h . · tcu ars, correctly . d· ._, 
app y .l _em to nat1~nal and national-state distinclions" a* apt and 

Lenm s ~reat serv1ce to the international workin - l . 
was that, having very earlv detected " L f" ge ass _movt·ment . e . . . e t opportunism . )O~n~ ommumst Partics, he rcvealed its harm m the ~oc~ahst revolution. He dcmonstratcd that d an~ danger to the 
ianism were liable to do grave dama e t ~gmausm and sectar. 
to thc world communist movementg no o~hyl to.fa party b11t also 

h d 
. as a w o e l thcv w 

com ate w1th due firrnness. . crc not 

'"Lej~-Wing' Communism- an lnfantile Di wrder'' is ,r I 
outstandwg creations of Leni11's geniu~ a d : . one <u t le mo.st 
ti?n to the treasury of Marxism-Leninis;. I~o~t~u:;:o~n 1 tn~~L~ua~l~ contrihu
xist theory <'.mploycd in accom r h' e. o cre<tt1ve Mar
tactical tasks of the Comm . pp1s i~g ~he cardmal strategic and 

. unist arttes m all e t · Tl . 
Lenm set forth in it are of th . oun nes. ie ideas 
communisl movement The are u~mt~ unportanc~ for lhe world 
ties, and help them i~ th/ st e u~ec f4 y the Marx1st-Lcninist par
socialism ancl comrnunism. rugg e or pcacc, for dcmocracy. for 

Second Congress 
of the Com.m.unist lnternational 

The Second Congrcss of the e · . 
Jul) 19. 1920. It co~tinued its wo~;';;t~~n.opened m Pctrograd on 
drafled th · .· ¡ e oscow from Jul) 23. Len1n 

e prmc1pa ongress resolutions - the th . 
tasks of the Communisl lnt t' 1 eses on the ba~ll' 
quest1ons, the agrarian qu~7t~n1º:~d 0~ .the nalional an~ .rnlon~al 
aíliliation to thc (' · O' so on thc cond1uons ior 

,ommtern. n the opening da h d h 
delegales placed wreaths on t1 . Y e an ot cr 
tion on the Field of \1 d lf graves of the fightcrs for the rcvolu-

the foundin~ of a mc~o~~tt: K:~~; ~p~~e at a meeting dedicatcd to 
Just as thc Con ress be _,1e. i~echt and Rosa Luxemburg. 

a deep impression o~ eve 'º~a;,L an. mc1dent occurred that madr 
platform and scanning th? hall. edndm, lwho had been sitting on the 

h 
. , su en y stepped d d lk d 

up t e a1sk towards thc back ro\ ·s ·h h own an wa e V , v ' w ere e saw an old e . d · 
~~·:¿ J~hSehelgunov1, a Petrograd worker revolutionary wh~~~~~ g~~.~~ 

· Y warm Y cm braccd ea ch h All 
and showcd thcir appreciatio.n 'th lot er. the delegates rose wt ong applause. 

* V. I Lmin, Col/uted Wnrkr, Vol. 31, p. 92. 
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f\t the Congress, Lenin delivered a rcport on thc intcrnational 
, ation and the fundamental tasks of the Comintcrn, took part in 

5~0 \\.ork of a number of cornmissions, delivercd thc rcport of the 
~~rnission on the national and colonial questions, and also 
ddressed the Congress on other matters. His reports and spceches 
~otained a deep-going analysis of the international economic and 
Political situation and ad.v~nced extreme!) i~p~rtant propositions 
c0ncerning thc general cns1s of the world cap1tahst system brought 
about by the First World War and the October Revolution. Lenín 
describcd this crisis as the period of the world-wide collapse of capi
talism, the period of birth of socialist society. He dcfined the main 
features of the general crisis of capitalism - the division of thc world 
into two systcms, aggravation of economic contradictíons and class 
struggle in the capitalist countries, and crisis of thc impcrialist co-

lonial system. 
Thc point _of departurc for the Comrnunist Parties of all coun-

rries, Lenin pointed out, was the appearance of thc socialist system, 
the Soviet Socialist Republics. Ali dcvclopmcnts of world politics, 
he said, hinge on the strugglt: of the two syi>tems. 

lt was up to the Congress, he wcnt on, to determine the position 
of thc Communists in the situation crcatcd by this crisis. The main 
task of the day was to unite the communist forces, cstablish Com
munist Parties in cvery country and invigorate thosc alrcady in 
existcncc, purge them of opportunist and Ccntrist elements, and step 
up revolutionary work in the thick of thc working class, in the 

countryside and in the army. 
The Congrcss passed the resolution on the rok of the Communist 

Party in the prolctarian revolution which confirmed the role of the 
Communist Party as the guiding force in thc stru~gk of the working 
class, the struggle for statc power and the triumph of communism, 
and characteriscd the principles of party structure and activity. 

l enin emphasised that the Communist Party must be truly com
munist, truly political proletarian party. This was dctermined both 
by the composition of the party, "whether or not a party is really 
a política! party of the \.vorkcrs", and also by "thc men that lead it, 
and the content of its actions and its political tactics. Only the lat
tcr determines whethcr we rcally have befare us a political party of 

the proletariat." * 
Sharp discussions developed in the Congress commissions on the 

agrarian and the national and colonial questions. }.fany delegates 

* V. l. Lenin, C<>llecud W<>rks, Vol. :11, pp. 257-58. 
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had incorrect views, inhcrited from the Second International (' 
cerning thcse questions. Lenin took an active part in thesc de,ba~n
criticised erroneous propositions and hclped the delegates to ado~' 

d . l . ' h h · · Pt a correct stan pomt. ,emn s t eses on t e agranan quest1on, which 
the Congress adopted, stresscd the necessity for an alliance b<'t\\'Cen 
the working clas.c; and the laLouring peasantry, maintained thc idea 
of the leading role of thc proletariat, and dcfined the tasks of the 
Communist Partics with regard to the various strata of the peas. 
antry, both in the period of the struggle for the victory of the 
socialist revolution and after the establishment of the dictatorship of 
the proletariat. 

Lenin attached enormous importance to the discussion of the 
national and colonial question. The Great October Socialist Revo. 
lution had givcn a powerful ímpetus to the national libcration 
rnovements in China, India, Indonesia, and othcr colonial and 
dcpendent countries. "The period of the awakening of thc East in 
thc contemporary revolution is being succceded by a period in 
which .all the Eastcrn pcoplcs will participate in deciding the des
tiny of the whole world, so as not to be simply objccts of the enrich
ment of others. The pcoplcs of the Ea5t are bccoming alivc to thc 
nced for practica! action, the need for every nation to take part in 
shaping the destiny of ali mankind." * 

Lenin followed developments in the Asían countrics ,·cry clo~ely. 
The Chinese Communist Liu Zcrong, who was at that tim<' Chair
man of thc Central Executive Committee of thc Union of Chincse 
\.Yorkers in Russia, recalls a conversation he had with Lenin in 
Novcmbcr 1919: '·He greeted me as warmly as he had thc first 
time. Throughout our talk 1 was constantly aware of the fascinating 
charm of this great man. Lenin questioncd me about China, about 
the Chinesc revolution. I was young and a long way from 
undcrstanding international politics, and I knew too littlc about 
events in China to be able to tell him anything ncw or intercsting. 

"But I brought away many valuable impressions from my talk 
with Vladimir Ilyich, from whom l heard a number of profound 
ideas concerning the future of China, the Chinese people's struggle 
against imperialism, and thc importance of bringing togethcr the 
peo ples of China and Soviet R ussia." * * 

The Indian national libcration movement gathcred strength un
dcr the iníluencc of the October Revolution. A meeting of lndian 

• V. l. Lcnin, Co/lect'd Works, Vol. 30, p. 160. 
•• Reminiictnce.r qf Vladimir l!Jic/1 Lenin in :5 \'Olumes. Vol. 5, Mosrnw, 1 ~79. 

p. 241 (Russ. cd.). 
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. ruar . 17 1920. It passed a resolu-
oJutionaries wase:~l~o º~e~~~. ex;ressing profound g_ratitu?e ~~ 
~ which was s . the great struggle for the hberation 
uo~iet Russia for carrymg on les In his reply to thr Indian Rcvo
SO\ pressed classes and ~cop . . " [ am glad to hear that the he op . · Lenm wrote. . d 
t . arY Assooation, . . d the liberalion of opprcsse 
l~~:~~ples of sdf-dl ~ter_mm~ty10~or:7gn and native capitalists, p~o
p . ns from exp 01tat1on , Republic have met w1th 3 no \' k • and Peasants ' . 
º1aimed by the \ ·or ers ro ressive lndians, who are wagmg 
~uch a ready resp~ns~ am~,n~:ilin~ for close alliance betwcen Mos
~ heroic fight f~~1 \ee ~~~r solidarity of the working peoplc ~f t~ 
l ms and non-1" os em ' , . t the oppressors, he conc u e 
~ast in the con:mon str~ggle. ª.~~~~ live a free J\sia!" * . 
his greetings w1th the words. ·m gortanl questions rcgardmg the 

Lenin elucidated a number ofd1 p w conditions in his report to 
· · ovement un er ne · · f the national hberat1on n:1 1· C nmunist Orgarnsations o 

S d All-Russ1a Congress o .01 
the econ. . · No~ember 1919. . . h 
Peoples ot the East 1.i:i 1 d d opprcssion pursued hy t e 

He branded the pohcy of p un. elr .ªºd depcndcnt countries, and 
· th colorna an · F 

imperialist powers m e . l l'beration movement in the ,ast. 
warmly welcomed the nat.1ona lf tl1c· Sc>viet state, which was suc-

. h encncc o · . · ¡· Procecdmg from t e expk f ttie nowcrful impcna ist . 11- h ·med attar o 1 r . f 
cessfullv beatmg o i t e a1 . diffi lt struggle for libcration o 

. l d d that the ICU ld b countries, he conc u e . d de en<lent countrics wou e 
the pcoples of the colonial au N :atter how weak these peoplcs 
crowned with complete su_cce_ss. 'lblo the powcr of the imperialist 

'd how mvmc1 e f 1 lo<Tv wcre, he sa1_ ' or . mand of ali the wonders o te? mo :::.; 
oppressors wnh_ their coro d be thc opprcssrd peoples_ ~cvolu
and military sc1cncc seeme to d d, . awakening thc m1lhons of 

if · llv succec e m · · f tionary war, it rea , tº l't1·es that the hberation o . d h d uch poten ia i 
toilers and explone ' ª 5 uite racticablc. 
the peoples of the East ?ec~me. ~ and ~rganisations of the peoples 

L . t the Communist r art1e l theorv and enm se . 1 ring thc O'enera , 
of the East the task of skilfully ª.PfiP ) n<litio~sº of their own coun-

. to the spec1 ic co h h practice of commurusm 1 . ere pcasants and w ere t e 
tries where the bulk of the popu at1on twto be destroyed. He urged 
vestiges of medieval tyran~y ~ere ye slated in to a language every 
that the communist teachmg e t~an ld rouse to rcvolutionary 

d SO that It WOU . h h people could understan ' l . ho would mcrge w1t t e 
b· ckward pcop es, w 

activity the most ª ·. . common struggle. 
workers of other countnes m 

* V. l. Lenin, Collected Wurks. Vol. 31, p. 
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Lcnin pointed out to the Communists of the countries of th. 
East: "You will have to base yoursdvcs on the hourgeois national~ 
ism which is a\·vakening, and must awaken, among those people:; 
and which has its historical justification." * This nationalism ha~ 
a progrcssi\'e, dcmocratic contcnt, too, since it is dirccted against 
imperialist oppression and serves the oppressed nations' strugglc for 
national independcncc. At the same time, Lenin warned that, ,,.hile 
supporting che progressive content in bourgeois nationalism, onc 
must not lose sight of its social essence, its limitcd character, and 
that having drivcn out che imperialists, one must go on to fight for 
the liberation of the working people from social oppression. 

Lenin's theses on the national and colonial questions for the 
Second Congrcss of the Comintern wcre a furthcr developmen t of 
thcse propositions. They formulated wilh cxceptional clarity and 
depth the positíon and tasks to be adopted by thc Communist Par
ties in che national-colonial q uestion. 

Thc whole policy of the Communist Parties in this field , he 
wrote, should be bascd on bringing togcther the proletarians and 
thc toiling masses of all nations and countrics for joint rcvolulionary 
strugglc against imperialism, for the overthrow of the landowners 
and the bourgcoisie. It is che duty of the Communist Parties of the 
metropolitan councries to fight for the liberation of the colonial and 
dependen t pcoples from "their own" impcrialist bourgeoisie, to fos 
ter among the workers of their country a genuinely fraternal atti· 
tudc to the working people of the colonics. In thc fight against im
perialism and feudal relations, the Communists of the colonial and 
dependent countries must support che revolutionary national lib
eration movcmcnts, and cnter into agreements and all iances with thc 
bourgcois, primarily revolutionary, democrats in their countries, 
while maintaining the indepcndence of the prolctarian movement. 
At the samc time, Lcnin noted the contradictory attitude of the 
bourgeoisie of the colonial and dependent countries, its tendcncy 
towards conciliation with the imperialists and domestic reaction. 

Communists, Lenin taught, must be in the front ranks of che 
fightcrs against colonial , oppression. They must rally ali anli-impe
rialist forces. But while exprcssing the interests of the working peo
plc, the Communists muse not confine themselves only to solving 
national problems. They must fight for a radical democratic solu
tion of thc agrarian question, for social progress of the country. 
Lenin drew attention to the "need for a determined struggle against 

• V. l. Lt·nin , Colfected Work.r, Vol. 30, p. 162. 
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. . t louring to bourgeois-dcmocratic 
to g1ve a communts co e . t h 

tternpts . b k . d ·ountries' ' * The ommums s, e a . t ends m the ac '~ar e · · . . . .r . 
liberauon r the petty-bourgeois illusicn about tite po.mbility ºJ gomg 
aid must expose . le The'U must marshal the ma.sses under 

s '1 socialism u;ithout cla.ss strugg · './ 
ovtr o .r scientific communism. . 1 . -
tht banner ºJ h. h . ts or is devcloping m the co ome:> 

The working class_ w IC cx1lsl lay a decisivc role here too, in 
· colonies will eventua Y P · t . 

and semi- . "beration The alliancc bctwcen thc pcasan 1! 
the zone of nat1onal h h" .. L "n's view was an cssential cond1-
and the working cl~s-:h IS~:~uggel:1 against \mpcrialism for genuine 
tion for full success m e 

social progr~ss. d h· t the emergence of thc socialist system 
Lenm pomte out t a . . . . 1 . de endence by the 

e: il" t both the wmnmg· of poht1ca m P . . . f greatly tac ita es . l . d their gammg o 
l f the colonies and se1m-co omes, an ~ Tl 

peop es o h ·r rogrcssive social development. le 
cconomic independence, t e1 p les who are fighting against 
rendcring of all-round suppo~l to pe~: ~alh of indepcndent dcvel
imperialism or have cmbark~ u pon . e 11 dutv of 1 h~ socialist statc. 

. L · i oted thc mternat10na , · 
opmenl is, ei: n n .' d he eo les of colonial and depcn-
At the same tune Lenm urge t . p l ~a;es of thc East to become 
dent countrics and th~· young na_t iz.~ª . t ~ che Soviet Republic. 
more closely allied w1th the ~c1~ isl.;ys .eth~t backward countries 

Marx and Engds cxpress~ ~ ec; ~t:list stage of development, 
which had not gone y1roug t.·\ p given the victory of the pro
coul~ make the_ tra~smon to vs:~~:~s~a italist countries. Lenin su?
letanan revolut1on m ~he ª~· "d . ~e ncw historical age and m 
stantiated and concren~e~ _t IS lf ~~:~,·orld in to two systems. Basing 
the conditions of th~ div1510t ~ R C p (B. ) ¡0 Turkestan and othcr 
himself on the expenei:ce o t de . .d. and •ubstantiated most im-

f R he a vanee " · 
national arcas .º. ussia, f: t that countrics which had liberated 
portant propos1t1ons on the ac d . hich patriarchal and feudal 
them_selves from ~olonial r~~ :th 

1~h~v hclp of the victorious prole
relat1ons predommated cou '. r ver to a truly popular system 
tariat of the advan~ed countnesl' d go lo mcnt to communism, with-
and "through certam stages o evc ?P . . ' ,, ** 
out having to pass through the c~p1talhst td·ta;: ¡ble to adapt both 

. h . d that Commumsts s 1ou r· 
Lenm emp as1se . ,, ..i the Communist Party .lts 

. . l f Soviet powcr an\1 . f LI 
thc pnnc1p es O . , h l veJ of the peasant countnes O 1C 
membership, speoal tasks) to t e e 
colonial East. 

* V. l. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 31, p. 149. 

•* /bid., p. 244. 
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"!bis is the crux of the matter. This needs lhi . 
seekmg concrete answers ., *Len. . . h. nkmg about anct 

h 
' m wrote m is notes to the r 

t e prospects of social revolution t·n the E eport on 
L t, · N ast. 

a cr, m ovcmber 1921 in a t lk . 1 
Mongolian People's RepublÍ l . a d wltl l a delegation from the 
th ·b·1· e .enm eve oped the propos"t" 

e po~t i lty of the transition to socialism f b k d l ton on 
bypassmg th · l' 0 ac war countr· . ' e capaa ist stage of development. * * tes, 

1 n Lenm s theses and speeches at the Seco d C . 
gress the Marxist principies of prol t . . n º.mmt~rn Con
takcn a stage further. e anan mternauonahsm were 

Proletarian intemationalism demands "th t th . l st ¡ · ª e tn .erests of the pro/ t · 
rugg e zn any one country should be subordin . . e anan 

t~at struggle on a world-wide scale". Jt deman~~d t~ the ~nte~ests oJ 
jrater~al assistance among lhe proletariat and tl G umry., solzd~nry .and 
countrzes. "Complete . ~e :ommunist Parties oj ali 
" victory over cap1tahsm " L , · 

cannot be wo 1 1 , cnm wrote n un css t le proletariat and follo . . , 
mass of working people . 11 , . wmg ll, the 
throughout ti , Id . n: a countncs and nations 

, 1e wor voluntaril . st . f' l . ty,, *** l . .. . y . nve or a bance and un·-
. .enm saw the cons1stent appr f f h · · . t 

ternationalism as thc true criterion of ica wn ? t ~ pnn~:1ples ol in-
Lcnin's works and . 1 . re~olut1onarmess m our agc. 

speec ies con tam bas d f · · 
ples and charactcr of lh . 1 . ic e imtmns of the princi-
embarked on socialist dev~Íore at1onsL· be~cween countries that havc 
to strive for th 1 . p~cnt. enm wrote that it is necessary 

e e osest poss1ble political T d 
alliance of the countries in which the r , m~ ttary an. economic 
He explained that objectivc la . p ~letanat has gamcd power. 
tem, especially thc tendency "t::~~~:er~mg th~ wor~d s?cialist sys
cconomy, rcgulated by the pr 1 . . t ; creatto~ of a smgle world 
whole and according to a o etanat º1 ali nahons as an integral 

common pan" **** · 
round economic co-opcration of . l' ' . reqmrc the all-1 . soCla lSt countnes. 

. n our llmr' when thcre exists the comm . . . 
tnes of Europc Asia a d I . A . umty of soc1ahst coun-

M 
. . . , n Jatm menea the CPSU d h 

arx1st-Lcnm1st parties, proceedin<>' fr . , . , . an ot er 
op!ng them, belicve thal thc main dÍr o~n ~emn s ideas and devcl· 
enmg thc world socialist system is ~~~100 m the ca~se ~f strength
principlcs of socialist internationalism thstead~ applicat1~n ?f the ' e coirect combmat1on of 

"' V. I. Lenin, Collected Works Vol 42, p. 202. 
** /bid., pp. 360-61. ' . 

**"' /bid., Vol. 3 1, pp. 118, 151. ·,'Italics ours.-T!1e ,1ut'1or".l 
........ !bid., p. 147. ,, • ,, • 
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oational and international tasks of socialisl states, and thc devclop
ent of fraternal mutual assistance and mutual support. 

Jll Jntcrnationalism in practicf' is the solidarity and mutual support 
f che socialist world system, the international prolctariat and the 

~ational liberation movement. The most important demand of the 
jnternationalist policy of the Communist and Workers' Parties, is the 
an-round defence of the gains of exísting socialism, a bulwark of the 
world revolutionary process after the division of the world into two 
svstems. Here the main tasks fall , first and foremost , to the Com
rnunists of the socialist republics themselves. At the samc time thc 
defence of socialism is also an important task of ali thc detachments 
of the international communist movemcnt, the solution of which is 
in the common intcrests of thc revolutionary struggle against impe
rialism for the triumph of communist ideals. Lenin thought it neces
sary for a party that wished to helong to thc Communist lnterna
tional to give sdíless support to cach socialist rcpublic "in its 
struggle against countcr-revolutionary forces".* 

The Congress adopted the conditions of aílilialion to thc Com
munist lntcrnational. These were a striking cxpression of Lenin's 
tcaching concerning the proletarian party of the ncw typc. The 
principlc of democratic centralism should be the basic principie of 
the Communist Intcrnational. Thc Communist lnternational and 
its Executive Committee had to take into account thc diversity of 
conditions under w'hich the different partics workcd and fought. 
The relations between the Communist Partics should be built on 
the basis of the equality of the national dctacluncms of the intema
tional working class, on the basis of prolctarian internationalism, 
mutual trust and voluntary co-operation and co-ordination of effort 
in the interests of the common goals and tasks and the solidarity of 
the working people of all countries. Thc Communists of the Soviet 
land and Marxist-Leninists of other countrics have always consid
ered it their internationalist duty to adhere strictly to jointly 
framed decisions and statements adopted by thc Communist 

Partics. 
Lenin exposed the slanderous allegations made by the bourgeois 

ideologists and the reformists about the "dictatorship of Moscow" 
in the international communist movcment, describing them as mali
cious deception of the workers. Yet Len in always regarded the Rus
sian Communist Party as one of thc advanced dctachments of the 
world communist movemcnt, whose leading role derived from the 

* V . I. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 31 , p. 2 10. 
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fact that Íl was a model of the roletaria , 
posscssed trcmcndous expericn~e f. n pi arty of lhe ncw type .. 
. . 'fi . o strugg e that had . . . , tt 
s1gn1 icance; under i ts leadership th k. mte1 nationat 
bccn the first in the world to e wor _mg _class of Russia hact 
tion and to bcgin bu1·1d· carry out. a v1ctonous socialist H'\ ol 

. mg a new sooety U-

Dunng the Congrcss, and after it was o~er . 
the delega tes. He talked to Wílliam Gall h , Lenm. met many of 
Chrísto Kabakchiev, Marcel Cachin B~fa ei Antonm Zápotock)-, 
others, asked them about th k'. un, John Reed and · e '"'ºr mg-class move · 
countnes, and discussed with the . ment m their 
ing of Communist Parties. Thes~ !ues~1ons c~ncernin? the build
work with him at the C eetmgs w1th Lemn, and the 
thc delega tes and playcd oangrdes~'. made an indelible impression on 

• eclSlve part · ti · 1· · 
ment. Many of them later b 1 d m 1Clf po it1cal develop-

d . ecame ea ers of C . p 
an prominent figures in the intern·ttional okn:mumst arties 
ment. ' wor mg-class movc-

~t one of the Congrcss sessions thc dele r , 
thetr thoughts about l . . . . gates resolved to cxpress 
. k · ,enm m wntmg The alb · h h · 
is ept at the Central Part A h'. . um.w1t l ese entncs 
Leninism , C.C. C.P.S.U. y · re wes of the lnstttutc of Marxism-

Here are sorne of them : 
. "Theorctician and at once a man of a . . 

b1ggest figure in the internacional , . ct1on, Lenm is today the 
Marce! Cachin. workmg-class movement," wrotc 

"The Russian prolctariat has everv ri h 
Lenin," we read in the h d f A ' . g t ,to be proud of Comrade 
'd . . an o ntonm Zapotock ', " d 

st er 1t thcir good fortune th . · . ) , an can con-at m a revolution h 
was the grcatest need for this th . had . ary era, w en there 

"L · · • cv Len1n " 
enm, s1mplest, most human a~d . . 

movable," wrotc John Reed. ' yet most far-seemg and im-

The delega tes of the colonial and d 
Lcnin had awakened in th h fependent countries wrote that 

h 
e earts o the peopl f h l: 

opes and showed them the wa' to . . e~, o t e r;,ast new 
representative of humanity ,, d 1 happmess. The most noble 
and expressively. * ' a e egate from India stated briefly 

These notes vividly exprcssed th f; r , 
affection which the workin . . le ee mg of warm sympathy and 
young Soviet state and Le;. pe~ e of the whole world had for thc 
in its effort to present Le1~. .º ma~ter what the bourgeoisic did 
J d nm m a 1alse light ~ an crs the reactionary press tried to h , ~o matler what 

mfluencc of Lcninism could not b eap upon h1m, the growing 
* . . e prevented from going be ond 

lstorzcl1e.1ky ArJ..liw t\o. 2 1957 12 Y ' ' pp. , 10, 9. 
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thC borders of thc Soviet land. The truth about Lenin, about his 
noble ideas, got through to thc working peoplc of thc capitalist 

countries everywhere. 
The Communists, who carne to Moscow for the Comintern con-

crresses, rold the workers of thcir countries about Len in. When ~1ar
~el Cachin returned to París from the Second Congrcss, he told the 
workers about it. Over forty thousand peoplc for whom the París 
circus building proved too small, thronged the neighbouring streets. 
They greeted Cachin with shouts of "Long live Lenin ! Lond líve 
che Soviets!" The Italian Communíst, Germanctto, wrote that 
already in the early twenties Lenin's name was known even in the 
rernotest villages of Italy. In sorne workcrs' familics newly-born 
babies were named "Lenin". Lenin beca me known far and wíde in 

both East and West. 

Defeat of the Interventionists and the lnternal 
Counter-revolution 

The peaceful breathing-space which the Soviet Rcpublic had 
won, turned out to be very bricf. In the spring of J 920, the impe
rialists of France, Britain and America organised a frcsh crusade 
against the Soviet land. This time thcy involvcd bourgeois-land
owner Poland in thcir criminal advcnturc. The Soviet Govern
ment did its utmost to avert a conílict, but the ruling circles of 
l>oland, at the will of their imperialist masters, rejccted the Soviet 
peace proposals. At the end of April, the White Polish forces 
advanced deep into the Ukraine and occupied Kiev. International 
imperialísm also relied on the tsarist general, Baron \Vrangel, a 
hireling of the international countcr-rcvolution, who in June 1920 
likewise advanced from the Crimea and threatencd the Donets 

coalfields and the Kuban. 
The Communist Party and Lenin called on the Soviet people 

once again to concentrale on the military tasks and repulse the im
perialists. "We are not defending the right to plundcr other 
nations," said Lenin, "but are defcnding our proletarian revolution, 
and will defend it to the very end. Thc Russia which has been 
emancipated and which for two years has borne untold suffering for 
the sake of her Soviet revolulion - that Russia wc shall dcfend to 

our Jast drop of blood !" * 
* V. l. Len in, Collected Works. Vol. 30, p. -395. 
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Early in Junc 1920, Soviet troops launched an attack in the 
Ukraine, which latcr dc\•eloped into a general offensive. The in
vadcr was expelled from S~viet t~rritory. ~ursuing th~ retreating 
cnemy, the Red Army contmued its operat1ons on Poltsh territol) 
and approached Warsaw. Ho\.\'ever, owing to mistakes of a 
military nature, and for various other reasons, units of the Red 
Army werc defcated on the Vistula at the close of August 1920 and 
were compelled to retreat. Lenin held that one of the main reasons 
for the Soviet reverse \\'as the fact that the Polish working class had 
been unable to support the Red Army, while the Polish peasants 
and the petty bourgeoisie, deceived by Pilsudski, succumbed to 
jingoist sentimcnts and sided with the ruling classes. 

By the end of August the Polish advance was checked. There was 
a lull until September 19, when fierce fighting was resumed. 
A Soviet oflensive was planncd for the latter half or October. The 
Ninth All-Russia Party Con{erence was in session from September 
22 to 25. In the C.C. Political Repon and in his concluding speech, 
Lenin madc an exhaustive analysis of thc Polish war. He showcd 
why the Red Army had sutfered defeats and criticiscd the mistak~s 
of the military authorities, particularly those of T rotsky. Lenin 
stressed that in spite of the defeats, the Soviet land was capabk of 
carrying the war with Poland to final victory. Howcvcr, in order lo 
avoid a wintcr campaign and to sparc the workers and peasants 
ncw hardships, Lenin pointcd out, the country was prcpared to 
offer Poland p<'ace even on terms favourable to the latter. Thc con
ference backed Lenin's point of view and approvcd the texl of the 
statement, drawn up by the All-Russia Central r:xeculive Comrnit
tee with Lenin's hclp, containing proposals for peacc with Poland. 
On Septembcr 23, the statement was passed by a session of the 
Central Executive Committce. 1 t was made public thc following 
day by thc Soviet delegation to the Peace Conference in Riga. 

An armistice agrcemcnt containing provisional peace terms was 
signed by Poland and the Soviet Republic in October 1920. Soon 
afterwards thc last groups of the interventionists and counter-revo
lutionaries were mopped up. Only the Japanese interventionists in 
the Far East remaincd, but they, too, wcre expelled in October 
1922. 

The intcrvcntion and the civil war were a stcrn test for the young 
Soviet state. For tluec years the imperialists, confident of success, 
organised one campaign afler another against thc world's füst social
ist republic. Thc bourgeois press maintained that thc days of Soviet 
power were numbered. These hopes were candidly expressed by 
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f 1 ' 1 y· h he wrote · "from \<\'.lton correspondcnt o i1e unes, w en . . . 
Robert i _ ' "nt of view the continuance of the present reg1m~.1s 
an econo~~t~~i From a political standpoint it is equally absurd .. * 
an irnp~ss1 e~:l~ts' calculations, however, fell through. !he Soviet 

1'he imp ll d'rr. lt1"es and won a complete v1ctory over 
l overcame a m1cu . . . 

peop e bined forces of international impenahsm and the hourgeo~s-
che com 1 . In the first open armed confhct 
)andowner counter-r~vo uttona.p"1talism was defeated. The Soviet 

the two svstems e . ¡· 
betwee~ . , und and was able to turn to peaceful socia ist 
Repubhc_stood its gro f t sacrifices the Soviet people and 
construcuon: At the cohst o grbela perform~d their internationalist 

B 1 hevik Partv onoura Y . . R · 
che os . d ,h victorv of the socialist revolut1on m ussia, 
duty, consohdate ~ he , ghold of the world libcration move
and upheld the m1g ty stron 

rncnt. . .1 f ll ·onfirmed Lenin's propositions 
Thc results of the c1v1 \var u .Y l.; deJ>end primarily on 

h h ·t of a war and its out.come . 
that t e e arac ~r . d f the belligcrent country' that m 
the interna! pohcy an systedm o d thc morak of the masses 

. , \f matelv epen s on , 
any war v1ctory u t . , d . h field of hattle. The workers and 
who have to shed thcir bloo rn t e 1 . o-ino- a . ust war. 

f S ,· t R ussia knew that thcy wcre waº o .l 
peasants o • O\· le d h 01·sm ancJ rl'adiness to endure 

h · . , denle rnass er 1 • · 
Hencc t e1r unp1ec: h. h l •ht them their well-camed 
unheard-of hardsh1ps, w ic >roug 

victory. . . . . l . ctorY of the working peo ple of 
A QTeat historie service in t le v1 . . . . al 

the S~viet land over the combin~d for_ces of ~1t~;~~1~7~~ i1::i~: of 
ism and interna! count~r-rcvolut~~ tas./e~e:;n w~o directed thc 
the Part y and the Soviet stat~ '. 1 a laC: when ;he fa te of the peo-

' d 1· In those cnllca ye •" · . 
counlry s e e~ce. , h . th balance, his political w1sdom 
ples of t~e Soviet coui:tf)·. u~~~:cd \hcmselves to the full. 
and gemus for orgamsauon 

L d 1918, p. 321. * Robert \Vilton, Ru.rsia's Agony.. on on, 



Cliapter T welve 

THE MAKER OF THE NEW 
SOCIALIST SOCIETY ' 

NEP R · • uss1a will become soc "ali R i st ussia. 

Í-!11i11 

~fter defcating thc intcrventionists and h . 
lut1on, thc Soviet pcoplc emb ·k ·d t :- mtc,rnal counter-revo
of socialism. .ax e on ª pcnod ot pcaccful buildincr 

T~c tasks this involvcd were trulv h , o 
lary mtervcntion and thc .. ·¡ , erculean. The foreign mili-

d 
i. c1v1 war aggravated 1 h 

cause uy the preccding fo ur 'ear , '·r . . . g~·eat y t e dislocation 
output of large-scale industry ~ros ~d impenahsl war. In 1920, thr 
1913 figure, stccl production t lpp hto ncarly one-seventh of the 

. d . . o ess t an one-twe t' th d 
pro uctton to a IJttlc more than h· lf ll n te , an farm 
wcre in a vcry bad stat 1·1 a ie pre-war len:I. The railways 
a d . e. te populat1on \ · ff · n want, owmg to the short f b ,.,.as su ermg privation 
necessities. age 0 read and many other primr 

Lenin comparcd the condition of . 
a man \.vho had bcen bcate .· h' pos~-war Russia to that of 
bled for the workcrs and n co \\oit m an mch of his life. His hean 
that thc working folk wo lpdeas~nts. Yet he was deeply convinced 

b 
·1d u ra1sc thc cou t fi u1 socialism. n ry rom lhc ruins, and 

Conversion t p o eace-time Construction 

Lenin gavc pride of place in al! P 
socialist construction H dd arty and govcrnmcnt affairs to 

d 
· e a ressed meetincrs f · . . 

an govcrnmcnl bodics . , 11 . o' o act1v1sts m Party 
' as \.\e as mectm<rs f k 

ants, to explain thc tasks co fi . b o wor ers and peas-
the new conditions and to u~:;~~mg the Party and lhc pcople in 
rehabilitation. em to concentrate on economic 

On November 14 1920 L . . . f K h' ' , enm v1s1ted the f o as mo near Moscow, who had peasants o lhc village 
invited him for the . 1. openmg o 
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an electric power station built by the local agricultura! co-opera-
\·e. A rousing welcomc .. vas given to the distinguishcd guest in one 
~f the village houses. The village band played the lnternationale, 
after which the peasants installed Lenin in the seat of honour at 
a table set with simple peasant fare. 

¡\ lively conversation ensued. The peasants told him how they 
had built the· power plant and what ditTtculties thcy had had to· 
overcome. They also spokc of their needs. Lcnin listcned attentive- ' 
(\', taking an interest in the most triílin~ dctails and amazing the 
pea~ants with his incisve questions and his straight-forward answers. 
··He never asked an unnecessary question or missed an essential 
püint," they commented afterwards. 

After Lenin and Nadezhda Krupskaya, ·who had come with 
him, had becn photographed with thc peasants, an open
air meeting was hcld at which he said that the country's 
economy was gradually being pul in order, that factorics and mills 
would soon go into operation, that textiles, and evcn machines, 
would be available for the peasants. He urged thcm to maintain 
strong lies with the working dass and to keep in slep with it. "As 
wc listencd to bim," Kashino pcopk recall, "wc bad the feeling 
that each of us \.vas warmcd hy the bright rays of the sun." * 

During the threc rno~ths' breathing-space in carly 1920, Lenin 
forrnulated the task of rehabililating the country's economy on 
a ncw tccbnical basis. After th<· war ended, he dcveloped and sub
stantiated the programme for the building of th<' foundations of 
socialist economy, showing the substancc and role of the material 
and technical basis of the new society. He demonstrated the tre
rnendous importance of dectrification in the building of socialism 

and communism. 
Lenin advanced his famous formula: "Communism is Soviet power 

plus tite electrification of tite wlwle cou11try." * * 
In this curt, yet unusually profound formula, Lcnin defined the 

basic conditions, the political and cconomic factors for the building 
of communist society, and underscored that they were closely 

interconnected. 
Communism, Lenin explained, prcsupposes Soviet power as the 

political instrument whereby the people could control all matters, 
for without popular control comrnunism is inconccivable. This 

* Reminiscences of Vladimir Jlyic/1 f,c11i11 in 5 volumes, Vol. 4, Moscow, 1979, 

p. 27i (Russ. ed.}. 
** V. l. Le.nin, Collectlll Works, Vol. 31. p. 516. 
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secures the political side of the building of cornmunist soc· . 
r: h . .d iet; A 
wr t e econom1c s1 e of cornmunist construction the onl · s 

· · h · ' Y way to 
secu~c 1t IS t .e country's electrification. Large-scale industr . 
marily heav; mdustry, is the material and tcchnical basi·s of'y, ~n
. . . . . • SOtta1. 
1sm and commumsm, Lenm sa1d. It IS onlv on the basis of el·-- · . · h · d · , ctr1h 
cat1on t at an m ustry conforming to the latcst standard · · 
techno.logy a~d science can be created and developcd. s tn 

Lenm cons1dered heavy industry to be the key to the s · l. · · f . ocia ISt 
~eor?a111s~t1f n o agnc.ulture and the main condition for the elim. 
m~t1on o e 1e econom1c roots of capitalism in the countryside. He 
pomt~d out that the pro~uction. of tractors and agricul tura! 
machmery :reates thc material bas1s for the conversion from small 
peasant agnculturc to large-scale, collective machine farming and 
pavcs thc way for the elimination of kulak farms In L, e'n· • . . . · m s 
opm1on, the. n:atenal and technical basis of socialism, once built, 
helps .to ehm.mate the antithcsis between town and country. 

Lenm cxplan~<:_d t~at ~~1e. development of large-scak production 
based on electnhcat1~n w1ll. l?e thc first important stage on the 
road to th~ commumst admm1stration of public economic Iik" . * 
The ~atcnal and tc.chnical basis of communism will grow from che 
material and techmcal basis of socialism, as its continuation and 
devclop~cn~;. which will ena~le the country to achicvc a level of 
product1on m accordance wtth Communist principies" - to create 
an ~bundancc. of material and cultural blessings, to approach distri
butl~n accordmg to ~ecd~ and to transform gradually thc socialist 
rclauo~s of product1on mto communist relations of production. 
What 1S nec~ssary is clcctrification of the whole country, of ali 
branches of mdustry and agriculture. Lenin tied up the achieve
ment .ºf the world's highest productivity of labour and the task of 
catchm~ up and surpassing the developed capitalist countries in the 
econoi:111~ field, with thc building of the material and technical basis 
of soc1ahsm, and then of communism. 

L.enin pointed out that the successful building of socialism in the 
Sov~et land ~nd the .fulfil~ent of the electrification plan wm have 
an immcnsc mtcrnat1onal 1mpact and serve as an example for thc 
people~ o~ other countries when thcy embark on socialism. 

I~cm~'s 1?e~s about the building of the material and technical 
bas1s of soc1ahsm and thc country's electrification became the corc 
of thc famous GOELRO plan, the first Soviet long-term cconomic 
development plan covcring a period of 10 to 15 years. The plan fo r 

• V. l. Lrnin , Collfelld Wnrk.1 , Vol. 42, pp. li9-80. 
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trifying Russia, framed on the initiative and under thc guidan~e 
e~~~enin, set the imposing task of building a reliablc econom1c 
~ ndation for socialist society, of creating new productivc forces 
~u ed on the use of electricity, and of turning Russia from an agrar
. ~ country into an industrial onc. 
'ª Thc scope and audacity of the GOELRO plan will be all the 

ore impressive if we recall the ruin , hunger and povcrty that 
~igned in the country at the time. No won~e~ that in t~e prevail
·ng conditions many people regarded Lenm s econom1c plan as 
~'pipe dream. One of these was the well-known British writer 
1-1. G. Wells, who visited Moscow in the autumn of 1920 and had 
a talk with Lenin. On bis return to Britain, \Nells wrote his Russia 
in the Shadows, in which he called Lcnin the "dreamer in the 

Krcmlin". 
Wells took a sympathetic view of Soviet Russia. Although he 

repcatedly emphasised in his book that he was not in ag~eemcnt 
with Marxism, he conceded, in spite of the outrageous hes and 
slander sprcad by the bourgeoisie, that thc people supportcd Soviet 
power and that the Bolsheviks had embarkcd upon ~ tremendous 
constructive and educational dfort. He was deeply impresscd by 
Lcnin, and dedared that his meeting with "t.his ama?:ing littlc man, 
with bis frank admission of the immensity and complication of the 
project of communism and his simple conccntration upon its reali
sation" had been "very refreshing". Speaking with Lenin, he carne 
to realise that "comm unism ... could be cnormousl y creative". * 
However, Lenin's plan for the electrification of Russia struck him as 
a "U copia of the electricians" . . . 

"Can one imagine," he wrote, "a more courageous proJeCt m 
a vast flat land of forests and illiterate peasants, with no water 
power, with no technical skill available, and with trade and in
dustry at the last gasp? ... I cannot see anything of thc sort happen
ing in this dark crystal of Russia, but this little man at the Kremlin 
can; he sees the decaying railways replaced by a new electric trans
port, sees new roadways spreading throughout thc land, secs a new 
and happier communist industrialism arising again." ** 

Yes Lenin with his keen foresight visualised the Russia of the 
future' and was deeply convinced that the "courageous'.' cl.ectrifica
tion plan was realistic and feasible for. it restcd .ºº a scicn~1fic foun
dation and the great crcati.ve powers mherent m the Soviet system 

* H. G. We\ls, Ru.ssia in the Shadows, London, pp. 138, 137. 

u /bid., pp. 133, 134, 136. 
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and t?e people f~~e~ from thc yoke of ex~loita~i~n. The encmies of 
sociahsm, thc phthstmes and the opportumsts, nd1culed and sneered 
at the GOELRO plan, claimed it was unrealistic and tricd to pre. 
vent first ics adoption and then its implementation. Lenin gave 
a vigorous rebulf to these faint-hearts and defeatists. 

On Lenin's suggcstion the GOELRO plan was put on the 
agenda of the Eighth All-Russia Congress of Soviets. The repon on 
the plan was dclivered at the Congress by G. Krzhizhanovskv 
Chairman of the State Commission for the Electrification of Russi~: 
The ill-clad, half-starved delegates from different parts of the ruined 
country who filled the unheated, poorly lighted hall of the Boishoi 
Theatrc in Moscow listened with bated breath to the exposition of 
the fascinating and bold but feasible tasks and prospects of socialist 
construction dclineatcd by Lenin's gcnius. The Congress unani
mously approvcd of the p lan. T he working people of Soviet Russia 
indeed sparcd no effort to carry out Len in 's p lan of electrification. 
By thc end of 1935 lhc power output target was surpassed nearly 
four times over. This markcd thc first step along the path of clectri
fication of thc entire country which Len in charted and along which 
thc Party is steadfastly leading the Soviet people. 

The Fight Against the Opposition 

In the early months of 1921, the economic situation dcteriorated 
sharply. Crop failurc and decline in cattle numbers meant greater 
want and dcstilution for thc peasants. The food surplus-requisition
ing system was causing scrious discontent in the countryside. The 
food situation grcw worse. Industrial enterprises that had becn srt 
going came to a standstill bccause of lack of fuel. Hungcr, uncm
ployment and general wcariness bred dissatisfaction also among 
a part of the workcrs. Considerable difficulties arose in view of the 
army dcmobilisation. 

The class enemies took advantage of these difficulties to further 
thcir counter-revolutionary aims. Kulak revolts broke out in various 
parts of the country, and in a number of places the kulaks suc
ceeded in involving in these anti-Soviet actions middle peasants 
who resented the surplus-rcquisitioning system. 

In his speechcs and articles of that period , Lenin probed the 
causes of the prevailing situation and , as always, produccd a strictly 
objective appraisal of the facts, characterising the situation in the 
country as an economic, social and political crisis. 
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. . caused by thc objectivc difficulties related to con-
Jc was due~y to peace in a war-ravaged peasanl country. At the 

~ersion .fromt~~: difficulties wcre not, and could not ha ve be~ncl 
same ume . Partv. Thc conversion from war to pcace c:ea e 
anticipated b'y e~h~f tasks and difficulties which lhe Party d1d not 
a targe numb . inin and resourccs to overcome. That 
ha,·e the exper~e~ce~ ~a s e~rors were made in the autumn and 
dded to the cr1S1s. Seno~b . f el and food But lhe main thing 

~·ínter of 1920 wl·~e~ ~~~~r u~!:unism had ~eased to conform to 
. . that che po JC) o 

"a:; a· . 
the new con it10n~. ,, ·n said "that in our economic offen-

"The reason for it was, Lem h ' h d not provided ourselves 
d t o far ahead t at we a l 

sive we ha run o 'h sscs scnsed what we ourse ves 
with adequate resources, that t e ma. sly but what wc admitted 

h ble to formulate consc1ou .. 
were not t en a . 1 ' that the direct trans1t1on to 

f a frw ,.veeks later' name ) ' . . b . d 
soon a ter,_ . . urel socialist distnbut1on, was cyon 
Purely soc1ahst forms, to p ly ºf e were unable to elfect a 

·1 bl trength and t iat 1 w . ld f; our ava1 a e s , ' 1 . sºer tasks we wou acc 
t So as to (·onfine ourse ves to ca 1 , rctrea · 

disaster." * he dangcr and to advocatc a sharp 
Lenin was thc ~rst to sce t Al. , dy by February 1921 he 

reversa! in thc pohcy of the Party ... ti.cate a ncw cconomic policy 
d h · , · nccessarv to 101 1a ¡· · conclude t at tt v•as . . . . e the c-conomic and po it1-

that would enable thc country to ovc1~om f all economic branches 
. - 1 · t sure the restorat1on o . 

1 cal d1fücu lles, o en. . f. dation of socialist soc1ety. n 
and the building of thc econom1c o_un d. ·d the prevailing 

f h p l . Lenm alwavs stu 1c 
outlining the tasks o t e ar ) ' . l n'd personal observations. 

hl f ·arious materia s a 
facts thoroug Y rom " . licy on thc basis of a pro-
1 . k d out this ncw econom1c P9 . . l d 1 ,enm wor e · social and pohttca cve -

1 . f th country's econom1c, . 
found ana vSIS o e thorough study of the s1tua-
~pmc?t in , 1918-20 .. ~e ma_deeaa:~·ya ain he spokc with peasant 
tlon m the countryside. ~1~ the lc~ters scnt in by peasai:ts· 
delegates and c~refully_ l cad . G b ia supplied Lenin w1th 

H is visits to v1Hages m Moscokw u. cma confcrence held on his 
f . r t" n He too part m f a wealth o iniorma io · de Eighth Congress o 

. . . . f p. t, peasant delegates to t . d d 
m1t1at1ve o non- ar ) d d · ed vcry much m ee 

. d . his own wor s, env i·r H 
Soviets, an , m . r ssing issucs of rural 11e. e 
from their discuss1on of the r:1ost p hG t mcmbers of the Central 
sent his notes on the peasants' spee~ es ºin lanuary and February 

d h p )ple's Comm1ssars. · 
1 

ll 
Committee an t e e< ber of gubernias, near y a 
1921, he rcceived peasants from a num 

V 1 3·¡ PP 421-22. * V. l. Len in, Co/lected IV01 ks, ·o · · ' · 
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of whom declared they firmly believed that the surplus-req · · . . h d b . u1s1t1on 
mg system a to e abohshed in order to give the peasants · · 1 · · greate 
materia mcent1ves to promote agriculture. These talks ga L . r 

·d f h · · · · ve en1 an 1 ea o t e snuat1on m the vanous localities and of the mood n 
the peasants. of 

"What makes Lenin great?" wrote O. Chernov one of th 
h · · d L · · · ' e peas. ants w o v1s1te enm at that time. "It IS this: He listcned to m 

not because he regarded me as sorne extraordinary personalit b e 
beca use through me he ~is tened to all the peasants, and through me ft~ 'si;~ 
up the . whole complex situation in the villages." * 

Lenm also sought the advice of Party leaders and statesmen as 
wel_l as local _Par~y and government workers in the matter of substi
tutmg a t~x. m kmd for surplus requisiti~ning. Ali this was strikingly 
~haractenst1c of the way he exercised h1s leadership; it showed the 
u:nportance he attachcd_ to collec~ive opinion and to practica! cxpe
~1ence, ~nd how attent1vely he hstcncd to the voice of the peoplc 
m workmg out Party pol icy. 

In the beginning of ~ebruary 1921, Lenin wrote his "Rough 
Draft o~ Th~se~ Concernmg the Peasan ts", in which he formulated 
the bas1c prmc1ples to be followed in substituting a tax in kind for 
t?e food su~~l~s-r.cquisitioning system. Instead of the existing prac
~1ce of r~qms1t1omn~ all. the peasan~' surplus produce, he proposed 
mt~oducmg a tax m kmd, det?rmmed in advance, after paying 
wh1ch the peasant was free to d1spose of the remainder of his pro
duce at his own discretion. 

1:he c?nversion from w3:r to peace and then to NEP took place in 
a s.1tuat1on marked by bmer struggle against opposition groups, 
wh1~h took advantage of the existing dilliculties and carne out 
agamst the Party _li~e, using the role of the tradc unions as a pre
text, although th1s ~ssue had been discussed and resolved by che 
Par_ty. ~he Trotsky1tes and the Bukharinites forced on the Party 
a d~sc~ss1~n on the role o~ the trade unions. Lenin was against this, 
behevmg 1~ would only d1vert the Party from its pressing tasks and 
thus play mto the hands of the enemies. 

Lenin regarded Trotsky as the main instigator of the attack by 
the opposition. Trotsky wanted the management of the trade unions 
"shaken up", the trade unions "governmentalised" turned in to an 
appcndage of the state machine, and the "screws" in 'the trade unions 
"tightened". Trotsky refused to take part in the commission set 
up by the Central Committee to determine concrete measures to 

• Reminisetnces of Vladimir 11;-ich Lenin, Vol. 4, p. 310. 
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e the work of the trade unions, formed his own group and 
irflprokv d the viewpoint of the Central Committee of the Party. 
ttac e · · h k ª . described Trotsky's refusal to take an active part m t e wor 
i.;~: Central Committee. commissi~n as a "b:e~ch ?f discipline" 
0 d called it "bureaucranc, un-Soviet, un-sociahst, mcorrect and 
an r · cally harmful". * In so doing Trotsky damaged "the party, the 
Po dit~ union movement, the training of millions of trade union 
tra R bl" ,, ** ernbers and the epu 1c . . 
f1l Trotsky's factional actions were supported by Bukhann who 
announced that he was adva_ncing a "buffer platform", but i1: ~act 
sidcd with Trotsky. Followmg the Trotsky1tes and Bukhanmtes 
orher anti-Party groups also attacked the ~arty. . . 

In a number of speeches and articles Lenm gave an expos1t1on of 
rhe anti-Party substance of tbe planks of the opposition groups, and 
the factional nature of their conduct. At the same time, he 
advanced and developed a number of fundamental propositions on 
the role of the trade unions in the system of proletarian dictatorship 
and on their tasks in socialist construction. Thesc bccame the pro-
gramme for the work of the Soviet trade u~i.ons. . , , 

Lenin emphasised that the essencc of thc d1fferences w1th 1 rotsky 
on the trade union question lay in a "diflerent approach to the mass, 
the different way of winning it over and keeping in touch with ~t". 
The Trotskyites wanted military methods, methods of compuls1on 
against the masses, applied to the trade unions. The. Party, on t~e 
contrary, held that persuasion should b~ the b~1c method m 
approaching the masses, that the trade uruons, wh1ch were one of 
thc "transmission belts" leading from the Party to the masses, 
should base their activities on this method. Only by persuasion 
could millions of working men and women be drawn in to conscious 
creative activity, which was the source of the strength and. invinc~
bility of the socialist revolution, of Soviet power; only on th1s cond1-
tion was it possiblc to build socialism and communism. "The 
greater the scope and extent of historical events," Lenin said, "th_e 
greater is the number of people participating in them, and, contran
wise, the more profound the change we wish to bring about, the 
more must we rouse an interest and an intelligent attitude towards 
it and convince more millions and tens of millions of people that it 

' 1s necessary." * * * 

• V. l. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 32, p. 36. 

** Jbiá., p. 74. 
*** /bid., Vol. 31, p. 498. 
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ll was thc duty of thc tradc unions, Lcnin pointcd out t 
the workers to carrying out the economic and political t' k~· rally 
fi . h as s con 
rontmg l e country, to work for highcr labour productivit . • 
to strengthen labour discipline, protect thc working peo )l )_ ª~d 
terests, help to improve their livinO' conditions '-and 'take s '.n-

• • <=> ' e an 
active part m cultural and educational work and producti 
propaganda. 

0
n 

The trade unions are not a state organisation Lenin said th . . . . , ' C\: 
are an orgamsat1on des1gned for education "an orO'an 1·~at' ' d · d · , h ·' ion 
es1~n~ to _draw m and to train; it is, in fact, a school: a school of 

admm1strat1on, a school of cconomic management a school of co . " * B . , m-munism . emg a school of communism in generaJ , thc trade lll110n 
should be, in particular, a school of management of socialist in~ 
dustry (and latcr, grad ua lly, of agriculturc as wcll) for the wholc 
~ass of ~orkers, and ev~ntually for all working people. Their task 
~s to enhst the masses o( the working people to take an active pan 
m the w?rk of the econo~ic bodi~s and government organs ron-
1~ected w1th the economy, m drawmg up cconomic plans, produc
t1on. p_rogrammcs, wagc scales, etc., and to advance and train 
admm1strators from among the workers and the working people in 
general. -

Lenin made a profound analysis of the rdationship betw<·<·n the 
s.tat~, the ~arty and . rhe tr~de unions, stressing that Trotsky had 
'..~d1cally d1storted t?1s relat1onship. "The state,'· Lenin cxplaincd, 

is a ~phe~e of cocrc1on. 1 t would be madness to reno unce coercion, 
espec1all~ ~n th~ epoch of the dictatorship of the proletariat, so thal 
the ad_rmrustrat1vc approach and 'steerage' are indispensable. Thc 
Party 1s the leader, the vanguard of the proletariat which rules di
rectly. 1t is not c<~crcion but cxpulsion from thc Party that is thc 
specific means of mfiuence ~nd the means of purging and stceling 
the vanguard. Thc trade umons are a reservoir of the state powcr 
a school ?f com?'1u~ism ~nd a sc~ool of management. The specifi~ 
and cardinal thmg m th1s sphere 1s not administration but the 'ties' 
'betwee~ the cen.tral state administration' (and, of coursc, thc local as 
well), thc national economy and the broad masses o[ the working 
people .... "** ' 

Lenin ga~e a most convincing reply to the asser tion by Trotsky 
an? Bukh~~m that he was approaching the question of the trade 
umons poht1cally, whcrcas it should be approached from the econom· 

'" V. l. Lcnin, Collect~d Works, Vol. 32, p. 20 . 
... lbid., pp. 97-98. 
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. int of view, the vie\'\>-point of the growth of production. "This 
~e po ularing theoretical error," he wrote. " ... Politics is a concen-
JS a " . 1· . p ¡· . k d ted express1on o cconom1cs.... o 1t1cs must ta e prcce encc 
tr~ economics. To arguc otherwise is to forgct thc ABC of Marx
f,~~ ... The only formulation of the issue (which the ~larxist stand
. int allows) is: without a correct political approach to the matter 

"::e given class will be unable to stay on top, and, consequently, will 
~e jncapable of solvin~ its J:roductio~ prob~et_n ei~her." * . . . 

T he essencc of the d1scuss1on lay 10 poht1cs, 1. e., pohucs m rela
üon to the trade unions. The political approach meant: if the 
approach to the trad.e unions_ were incorrect, t~is coul? destroy the 
Soviet power, the d1ctatorsh1p of the prolctanat. Th1s was where 
Trotsky's line of "shaking up" thc trade unions was leading, 
brcause it would have resulted in a split in thc proletariat, a split 
between thc party and thc working class, a split bctwcen the prole-

tariat and the peasantry. 
The anarcho-syndicalist plaúorm oí' the so-called "Workers' 

Opposition" group was also leading to thc col1,apse o~· the PO\:-'cr of 
thc working class. This group denied thc Parly s leadmg role in the 
system of the dictatorship of the proletariat, in regard ~o the tra~e 
unions in particular, and reduccd to nought the role ot the state m 
the building of a socialist economy. 

In so doing the "\Vorkt:rs' Opposition" group slandcred the 
Party and the Soviet state, ranting on about the rule _of .bure?-u
cracy, the degeneration of the " Party bosses" and thcir isolatlon 
from the masses, and dcmagogically demanding "frcedom of criti
cism" "freedom of discussion", etc Len in showcd that essentíally 
there 'was nothing truly working-class in this opposition, that it was 
really a mouthpiece of the petty-bourgeois elemcnt and that therc 
was a connection benveen the ideas and slogans of thc petty-bour
geois, anarchist counter-revolution and the slogans of the "Workers' 

Opposition". . . . 
Lenin sharply criticised its basic thesis that the adm1mstrat1on of 

the country's economy be entrustcd to an "all-Russia congress of 
producers united in trade unions, which would clect the central 
body in charge of the entire ~conomy of t?,e republi~','. . . 

Lenin poin ted out that by usmg thc tcrm produccrs , w.h1ch m
cludes proletarians, semi-proletarians and small commod1ty pro
ducers alike the "Workers' Opposition" had a bandoned the Marx
ist position 'which calls for a clear-cu t dcmarcation of class lines, 

* lbill., pp. 83 and 84. 
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and rcnounced the dictatorship of the proletariat and the leadin 
role of che prolctariat in relation to the non-proletarian workin g 
masses. Furchermore, he explained, economic development in th~ 
transition period could not be divorced from the class struggle 
against the capitalist elements, from the relations of the working 
class and the peasantry. And those are questions which only the 
proletarian statc, guided by thc policy of the Communist Pany 
must decide. ' 

The "Workcrs' Opposition", playing up to the mood of thc back
ward section of thc working class, dcclared that it was the trade 
unions, and not che Party, that should lead socialist con
struction. 

Lenin resolutely rebuffed thc attempts to ·undermine thc leading 
role of the Party. In his speech at the Second All-Russia Congress 
of Miners he said: "We have been fighting in the Party for over 
twenty ycars, and have given the workers visual proof that thc 
Party is a special kind of thing which necds forward-looking men 
prepared for sacrifice; that it does make mistakes, but corrects 
them; that it guidcs and selects men who know the way and the 
obstacles beforc us. 1 t <loes not deceive the workers. lt never makes 
pro mises that cannot be kept .... If we say that it is not thc Party but 
the trade unions that put up the candidates and administrare, it 
may sound very democratic and might help us to catch a few votes, 
but not for long. lt will be fatal for the dictatorship of the prolctar
iat .... To govern you nced an army of steeled revolutionary Com
munists. We havc it, and it is called the Party." * 

Only the Communist Party can unite, educate and organisc the 
working class and the working masses in general, stand firm in the 
face of the inevitable petty-bourgeois vacillation of these masses, the 
inevitable traditions and recurrence of professional narrow-minded
ness and prejudiccs among the workers and direct the activitics of 
the proletariat and, through it, of all other working people. The 
Communist Party, as the highcst form of organisation of the prok
tariat, directs the e{forts of the entire people, the activities of all 
government bodies, trade unions and other public organisations 
towards the common goal - the victory of socialism. 

It is not by chance, therefore, that the enemies of socialism do 
not always wagc an open fight against a new system, but are always 
opposed to the Communist Party playing the leading role in the 
system of the dictatorship of the proletariat, in building socialism. 

• V. l. Lenin, C<>llected Works, Vol. 32, pp. 61, 62. 
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. t propaganda Lenin pointed out, should expose these 
rnrnun1s ' . 

O> . of the enemies of Soviet power. . . 
tacucs l . . ·sts and all manncr of opponents of soc1ahsm 

'f day a so revIS1om . . . ,, d "l'b 0 
. der the slogans of "democrallc soc1alism an l .er-

ca.mP~1s:! Fo~ democrac.-y, but without the dictatorship of thc w?rkmg 
altsatJO~ h t the guiding role of the Communist Party, countmg on 1ass, wtt ou . . 
e tual restoration of cap1tabsm. . 
1he e~e~ wh, Lenin's great behest that the lcadersh1p of the Com-

'f~IS ~art) is the prime condition for winning state power and 
rnunJSt y h d' h'p of the prolctariat is so relevant . ·ng eff ect to t e ictators 1 g1v1 

to~J'their action the Trotskyites, Bukharinitcs and other /f :;~itio~ 
u s created an acute crisis in the Party at th~ ~nd o . an 

gro bp . . f 1921 Serious differences of opm1on arase m th_e the egmnmg o · · 
e t l Committee. A sharp struggle went on in the va~1ous orgam

en ra ll 1 d h fi rht agamst the varsations of the Party. Lenin persona y e t e ig . . d 
:1ous factions closelv followcd the manoeuvres of the odppohs1t1on k~nl 

' . '. · • r h Party an t e wor u g showcd how permc1ous its v1cws werc ior t e d fil Id 
H d plv convinced that the Party rank an l e wo~ 

class. e was ee i . l A d ·ndeed the Party or1-;amsa-
f. r themselves who was ng lt. n ' 1 ' . • 

s~e o dorscd Lenin's line by an overwhelming maJonty .ºr v~tes. 
t1ons en · d f. in thc d1scuss1on. 
The opposition suffered a complete e eat 

The New Economic Policy 

k 1 b t een March 8 and 16, The Tenth Party Congress too pace e w • h l' . al 
der Lenin's leadership. He made a rcport on t e_ Pº. me 

192.1 ~ ~ C C R e p (B ) and reports on the subst1tuuon of 
act1v1t1es of the · · · · · : ? • • 

00 
the unity of the Party 

a tax in kind for surplus requlS1~1oi:img, d k lso about the 
h h s ndicalist dev1at1on, an spo e a 

and t e anarc o- y . He draftcd the principal resolu-
trade unions and the fuel quest1on. th. majority which sup-
tions. A sharp struggle ens~e~ be~we~~ con~idcred it ~f the utmost 
ported Lcnin, and the oppos1t1on .. c~1 .o s idcologically and 
importance to defe_at all the danu-P~rt~.o~ au~ optimism infected 
organisationally. H1s energy, etermma i 

all the delegates. . d. ·on the Tenth Congress 
S ing up the trade unmn 1scuss1 , . b . 

umm l . the role and tasks of thc trade umons, as1-
adopted a reso uuon on " h ·, t . 

. L . It tlined measurcs ior t e reorgamsa ion 
cally prcpared fby denm. . ou ork in conformity with Lenin's con
of all aspects o tra e umon w . " 
cept of the crade unions as "schools of commumsm . 

393 



Lcnin notcd that the discussion had revealcd the maturity and 
strength of che Party, and at once cxposed the true nature of thc 
opposition as antagonistic to the Party line. He stressed that b) 
their factional activities and their demagogic speeches the opposi
tion groups werc weakening and undermining the Party, and grind. 
ing the axe of the counter-revolution. For this reason , Lenin 
warned, the most trifling impairment of Party unity and factional
ism of any kind , in effect, helped the class enemies who were striv. 
ing to restore the power of the capitalists and landowners. 

Lenin pointed out that once the Communist Party has come to 
power, its idcological and organisational unity acquires particular 
importance; it ccases to be a purely inncr-Party matter and 
bccomes thc basis of thc solidarity of the working class and all other 
working peoplc with thc Party, this being an essential condition for 
the strcngth and stabilicy of thc socialist sta te and the victory of 
socialism. The tasks involvcd in building the communist society are 
very varied and complex. Thcy can be rcalised only if the Com
munist Party, which is the leading and guiding force, stands firmly 
uniled. 

In order to perjorm its Leading role_, the Communist Party must he complete
/y united, welded together by a single will and iron discipline. J t was in 
this that Lenin saw the main lesson to be drawn from the pre-Con
gress discussion. 

Thc Congress adopced a rcsolution on Party unity. Condemnin~ 
all factional activicy as impermissible and detrimcntal to thc unity 
of thc Party, it ordered the dissolution of ali factional groups; non
compliancc with this decision incurred immcdiate expulsion from 
thc Party. Lcnin regarded unity in the Party's leading body , the 
cohcsion and firmness of thc Central Committee, as the basic guar
antee of the unity of the Party as a whole. Hence his insistcnce that 
no member of the Central Committee be permitted to engage in 
factional activity of any kind. On his motion, the Congress empow
ered che Central Committce to apply all Party penalties, not short 
of expulsion, to any of the C.C. members who engagcd in factional 
activities. 

Lenin's resolution on Party unity is a most important historical 
document. As the dircctive which the Party and all its bodies havc 
followcd in preservíng the unity of its ranks, it played a cardinal 
role in thc subsequent struggle against ali anti-Party groups. 

The idcological and organisational defeat of the opposition 
groups in thc trade union discussion was highly important for the 
future of socialist construction, and for the successful convcrsion of 
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, . p l"cy It was Lenin's firmness, his 
to the New Econom1c o 1 . , d 

thc Party - . nd of the most tri!ling attempts to e-
ce of opportumsm a . . l . d feat 

intoleran . ·ry that played thc dcc1s1ve ro e m e -
, or weaken Part)' um ' stro)' .. 

·ng the oppos1tion. . . . of thc Central Committee and 1 b h ort on the act1vmes · 
In bot t e rep . . f . · k'nd for the food surplus-

th bsutution o a tax m i .. 
the report on e su L . ·e a profound theoretical and pohu-
requisitioning system, emn gav , to the New Economic Policy. 

· · f the need to go ovcr · · · · 
cal expos1t1on o . . tax in kind for surplus rcqmsmonmg, 
'fhe question of subst1tuung a ¡· . l qucstion since essentially, 

. d as primarily a po itlca ' . ' 
he pomte out, w . de of thc working class to the pcasa~try. 
it boiled clown to thc atutu E . . Policv was to consohdate 
Thc key purpose of thle N~w n~~~~1~casant~y' to strengthen the 
.h alliance of the pro etanat a 
t e h k. class 
dictatorship of t e wor mg . k' class and thc peasantry 

The forms of the allianc~ of tl~ W<~~. i~f conditíons and the tasks 
are shaped by concrete social tn·t po ~~c socialist constructi.on. The 
confronting the Par~y at cae l l s age ·oktariat and the peas~try, 
Politico-military alhance of t ie . pr h . <lefieat C)f thc intcrnal and 

· · rtance m l e 
which was of pnme i~po d tht: defence of thc gains of the 
cxternal enemi.es of Sov1ct powerlan . . 1ted out in the crucible 
socialist revolution' took shape, .enmdpodu nd thc 'country applicd 

. ·1 B t hen the war en e a . l 
of the c1v1 war. u w \d fi f this alliance provcd mace-
itself to peaceful labour, the o orm o k d economv and build 

d ·ive the war-wrcc e ' 
quatc. In or er to ~ev . . l d to be cstablished betwecn the 
socialism, an econom1c alhance 1a , d material incentives had 
working peoplc of town and c~u~;)' ~n kind instead of surplus 
to be given to t.he pcasantr). ;'t mn opportunity to dispose of 

. . . . •h1ch gave the peasan a l e: 
requ1S1t1omng, ,., l his roducts and cxchangc t 1em i~r 
his surplus produce, to sel . p ·c foundation for this 
consumer goods, laid che econom1 

alliance. . farming and small private indus-
True, Lenin pomtcd out, ~etty d would inevitably induce 

1 d .th free pnvate tra e, . . . th 
tries, coup e Wl . . ·b· h of the bourgeo1s1e m e 
a certain reviva! of cap1tahsm k;ei~r~he countryside. This . dan?er 
towns and development of _kula d however that a ccrtam st1m-

l. l t d Lenm stresse , ' ·i1 should not be s ig 1 e · 1 . L t damaging the p1 ars · ¡· . · sufferab e, w1rnou d 
ulation of cap1ta ism "~as , . ,,,,. ·lding political power an 

h. f the proletanat. v 1c · 1 of the dictators ip o . h . thc nationa l cconomy as arge-
holding such commanding hc1g tsb· _m k thc railways and foreign 

. h. land thc an s, . h . al 
scale mdustry'. t e ' fr . lt means for kecpmg t e cap1t -
tradc, the workmg class had su ~:-1er their itch for exploitation, pre
ist clemcnts under control, cur mg 
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vcnting excessive dcvelopment of bourgeois rdations and restr· · 
d · h · ' lCttng an oustmg t e capttalist elements. 
The restoration and development of large-scale socialist ind 

h b · f · UStry 
on t e as1s o agricultura! advance would Iead to the victo . f 

. 1· . d I) o 
socia 1St m ustry and commerce, and to the socialist reorganisatio 
of the countryside. n 

J:íaving he~rd Lenin's report, the Tenth Congress passed a reso
lut1on replacmg the food surplus-requisitioning system with a tax · 
kind~ whic~, in effect, amounted to the adoption of the New E~~ 
nom1c Pohcy. 

In this wa.y t~c Communist Party under Lenin's leadership 
effected the historie turn from vVar Communism to the New Eco
nomi~ Policy -~ tur~ in which Lenin's wisdom and foresíght, his 
c.reat1ve, truly d1alect1cal, approach to problems of socialist construc
t10~, and his coura~~· skill and abilíty to radically change Party 
pohcy and slogans ti thc changed conditions demanded it found 
full expression. ' 

Alter the Congress, Lenin continued to work on thc New Econom
ic Policy. He t>.xplained its substance to the Party activists and the 
people, and directed its implementatíon. He also dealt with the 
New Economic Policy in a number of important works and 
speechcs in the spring-autumn of 1921, such as The Tax in Kind 
(The Significance of the New Policy and lts Conditions), "Fourth Anni
versary of thc Octobcr Revolution ", "The lmportance of Gold 
Now and After the Complete Victory of Socialism", and the report 
"On the Ncw Economic Policy" delivered at the Seventh Moscow 
Gubemia Party Conference. 

Leni? analysed the New Economic Policy fiom the standpoint of 
r~vo.lut10nary st~~tegy and tactics. The new policy, he explained, 
s1gmfied. a ~rans1t1on f~om the dírect and complete brcak-up of the 
old, cap1tahst econom1c system to its gradual elimination a transi
tio~ fr~m the storming of a fortress to laying protracted ;iege to it. 
Thts .d1d not mean tha~ the Party had "abandoned its positions", 
that 1t regarded revolut1onary methods to have been a mistake and 
had taken a reformist stand. It was essential to see the difference 
between the relati~n of reform to revolution before the capture of 
power by the workmg class and after the establishment of the dicta
torsl.lip o~ th,: proletaríat. "Before the victory of the proletariat," 
Lemn sa1d, reform~ are a by-product of the revolutionary class 
stru?gle. Af~er the v1ctory (while still remaining a 'by-product' on 
an. mte~nat1onal scale) they are, in addition, for the country in 
wh1ch v1ctory has been achieved, a necessary and legitimate breath-
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. space when, after the utmost cxertion of eífort, it becomcs 
,ng. that sufficient strength is lacking for thc revolutionary 
obv1ous . . h ,, * 

mpll.shment of sorne transltlon or anot er. 
acco · · d b 

W 
Communism Lenin pointed out, was a nccess1ty 1mpose Y 

ar ' f · · ¡ I tempo e extremely difficult conditions o the c1v1 war. t was a . . -
th measure. It was impossible to go over at once fro~ cap1taltsm 
ra~he production and distribution of products accordmg to con:i
:unist principies. A number of transitional st~gcs were needed m 

der to prepare for the transition to commumsm. . . 
or Lenin emphasised that the principle of dis~rib~tion ~cor~mg to ~he 9uant~ty 
and quality of labour, the principle of material ince.n~wes in co1!1b~natwn wzth 
moral stímulí, was oni of the most important condi~wns of soaa:.ist ~nd com
munist construction. Lenin opposed all tcndenc1es to cqua. 1se. mco~es 
and pointed out that neglect of the p~inciplc of maten~! mcentt~e 
was rank subjectivism which had nothmg m common w1th Marx1st 

policy. f L · ' 
The New Economic Policy was a further development o enm s 

plan for the building of socialis~. . 
Transition to the New Econom1c Poltcy demanded new methods 

of economic managcmenl: that cost-accounting be introduccd at 
state cnterpríses, th,at the latter be operated without ~oss, effic!cntly, 
that the principie of material incentives he cons1stently 1mple
mcnted so that the workers, peasants and intclle~tuals wo~ld take 
a personal interest in the results of their labour, m promotmg p~o
duction. vVhat was meant were not only personal, but also col
lective incentives for factory and officc workcrs, so t~at they 
would have a vested interest in the cfiicicncy of their estab-

lishment. . b r d h 
When elaborating the New Economic Policy, ~~nm e 1e.ve . t ~t 

it was possible to make use of various. forms. of state captt.ahsm . : 
concessions, mixed companies, etc., w1t~ a v1e~ to control~mg p~1-
vate capital and to achieving t?e speed1est posstblc econom1c rev1v
al. However, it became clear m the next two or three ycars that 
the idea of state-capitalist undertakings would not work. '!he for
eign capitalists were reluctant to put ~oney into concess1ons;, for 
they still harboured illusions that Soviet powcr would soon co~
lapse". \.Vhat was more important, however, was that econom1c 
rehabilitation proceeded much faster than could, have been forcseen 
in 1921. Hence it was no longer expedí en t to st1m ulate the conces-

sion form of state capitalism. 

* V. l. Lenin, Collecúd Works, Vol. 33, P· 116. 
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Il was Lenin's firm conviction that the r\ew Economic p i· f . . 1 . .fi o icy \\. 
o mternat1ona s1gm 1cance, for it showed the basic and 1 ·ls 
laws for ali countries on their way from capitalism to soc· 1.genera( 

d d h 
. . ia 1srn. B 

regar e t e corrcct defimnon and implemcntation of . e 
essential for leading the peasantry. ensuring a durable all'ameasu~es . d . , i nct• wnh 
1t an gradual~y guiding it and other petty-bourgeois elcment 
~he path ?f so.na l production, as one of the most difficult tasks ~ to 
mg the v1ctonous prolctariat. " This task which we are work · ac
now, for the ~imc being o~ our own," Lenin said, "seems 

1

~~ ~~ 
a purely Russ1an one, but m realitv it is a task which ali soc·· 1· 

ill f; C · I' · · ' lcl IStS 
w ace. apita 1sm 1s dymg; in its death throes it can still con~ 
dcmn tens and ~undreds of millions of people to unparallded tor
me~t, bu~~h~re .1s no power that can p revent its collapse. The nrw 
SOCH~t~, ~<\' ic. wdl be bascd on the alliance of thc workers and pe<L5-
~nts, 1s mev1tablc. Sooner or later it will comc-twenty years car
he~ or twenty year,s latcr~and .when we work on the implemcn
ta~1on of_our Ncw Econom1c Pohcy, we are helping to work out for 
th1s soc1ety the forms of alliance bctween the workcrs and 
peasants." * 

History has fully confirmed Lenin's words. 
The ~r~ct~cc of communist construction in the U .S.S.R. bears 

out Le~m s idea that sorne of the main principies and methods of 
eco~on:uc managemcnt, typical of thc period of transition from 
~ap1talism to ~~cialism, \·vil! survivc in socialist societv and also dur
mg the Lransmon from socialism to communism. · 

In dra~ing up and carrying out the l\ew Economic Policy, thC' 
Commun~t Pany had to '~'age an unrelenting struggle againsc 
opportumst clcments. Refutmg the demagogic assertions of the 
opposition that by. going over to the l\ew Economic Policy the 
Party was ~egle~tmg the rchabilitation and development of in
dustry, I~enm pomted out that this policy was inseparably con
nected w1th the plan for thc electrification and industrial develop
ment of the country. It was absurd and ridiculous to think he said, 
~hat th~ Party had renounced its basic aim the laying of a strong 
m?ustnal foundation for the economy of the Soviet country . He 
sa1d that no matt~r how drastically the Party changed its policy, it 
must nevcr los~ s1ght of the general perspective and must always 
have a clear v1ew of thc road to socialism and communism and 
march firmly towards its goal. ' 

* V. l. Lenin, Colltrt1d Wor.ks, Vol. 33, p. 177. 
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further Strengthening of the Party 

Lenin held that successful achievemcnt of .the. o~jective~ of the 

Economic Policv demanded further orgamsational and idcolog-
New , · . . 
jcal strengthening of the Party, tmprovcment of mner-Party work 

35 
a whole. 

In an article entitled " Purging the Party" Lcnin urged the 

lsion of elements who had lost contact with the masses, those 
ex pu . . · 
who had discred1ted the Party m the eyes of t~e mass~, ~nd d1s-
honest or wavering Communists, and Mcnshcv1ks. He ms1sted on 
stricter rules of admission. Only in this way, he wrote, co~1ld the 
genuinely proletarian nature of .the Party's. m~mbersh1p and 
its leading role in the battle against the cap1tahst clements be 

ensured. 
Thc most general of the inner-Party tasks, in Lenin's opinio~, 

was not the q uantitalive extension of the Party ranks, but their 
qualitative improvement, communist education, thc raising of the 
consciousness, activity, and initiative of ali Party members, and also 
the absolutc unitv of the Party ranks on this basis. 

Lenin made it ¡:lear that full development of inncr-Party democ
racy implics that members must take an active part in the life of 
thc Party, in discussing and deciding all issu('s perta.ining to its 
po\icy, and that the methods of collective leadersh1p must be 

strictly observed. . . 
Lenin regarded criticism and self-criticism as an n.nportant m-

strument in the strengthening of the Party and the solvmg of all the 
tasks of socialist construction. At the same time he always denied 
the demagogic claims of anti-Party, anti-S.~vict elcments . ~n? ~~ 
manner of politically immature people for freedom of cnt1c1S~ . 
Lenin pointed out that criticism must pr?~?te the strengthenmg, 
not the collapse of the Soviet system. Cnt1c1sm, he warned , must 
not assume forms capable of helping thc class enemies of the prole
tariat Anvone who criticises should remember this and is obliged by 
h is ~ractical work to promote the corrcction of shortcomings 
and mistakes. Lenin strongly criticised irrelevant, slanderous 

"criticism''. . 
Again and again Lenin stressed that it was e~sential to. apply ~on-

sistcntly in the Party the principie of dcmocr~t1c centrahs1!1, of uon 
discipline, strict observance of the ru.les and ngorous. carrym? out of 
Partv decisions. Activity aimed agamst thc Party lme, agamst the 
deci~ions and directives of the Party, he considered incompatible 
with remaining within its ranks. 
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Lenin repcatcdly stressed that to be strong and invincible 1 , 
Party and thc trade unions must deepcn their ties with the br~~~ 
mass of the peoplc. 

Contact with the people, he wrote, meant: 

"Living in the midsl of the peoplc. 
Knowing thc people's mood. 
Knowing everything. 
Understanding the people. 
Having thc right approach. 
Winning the absolute trust of the masses. 
The leaders must not lose touch with the 
peoplc thcy lcad, the vanguard must not lose 
touch with the entire army of labour." * 

Lenin considcrcd it most important for the Communists to work 
directly at industrial enterprises and in the villages, and for the 
leading functionarics to rcport on their work and give topical talks 
at public meetings of the working people. He sharply condcmned 
the "Communist conceit", bragging and arrogant high-handcdncss 
of thosc Party members who assumed that everything could be 
accomplished by simply issuing decrees, by mouthing generalities 
and b~ political phrasc_-mongering, and who neglected painstaking 
educat1onal and organisational work among thc masses. A Com
munist, Lcni~ said, must set an example to the non-Party pcople. 
!fe must be tn the van of socialist construction, a model in labour, 
m the performance of public duties and in private life. 

Rehabilitation of the Economy 
Thc managcmcnt and thc structure of the state and the Party 

apparatus, Lenin said, should be consistent with the economic and 
política! tasks, and s?ould be tested in practice and continually im
proved. Whenever 1t was economically and politically desirablc, 
and called for by the facts, Lenin broke up outdated forms of 
ad~inistr~tion ~udaciously and paid no heed to various local paro
ch1al cons!de~at1ons. At the same time he repeatedly warncd against 
hasty, unjust1fied and unfounded reorganisation. 

Lenin st~essed that economic development and the managcment 
of producuon were of immensc political importance and that the 

• Lemn Miscellany XXXVI, p. 31l9. 
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1 
tarian socialist state and the Communist Party should devote 

pro~ of their efforts to it. "Our main policy must now be to devel
rnosthc state economically ," Lcnin emphasised in November 1920. 
~~is proposition has a st~ong bearing on the_ struggle agai:15t the 
rnodern revisionists, who, tn an attempt to bchttk the Party s lcad
. role maintain that the Party should be no more than a moral 
ing ' · · · h . h Id ddl factor, a kind of educauonal orgamsation, t at_ 1t s ou not ~e . e 
in the practica! business of socialist construcuon, and cspec1ally m 

economic matters. . . 
The work of the Party bodies was rcshaped to fac1htate Par~ 

control of the economy. Comrades who_ were convers~nt. m 
economy were taken on the Central Comm1ttce staff. The mstitu
tion of responsible travelling inspectors was introduced. The Party 
took thousands of Comrnunists frorn the Red Army and ga~e th~m 
Party appointments in the economy. Party g~oups at the faetones 
were reinforced. Lenin called on Party bod1cs and Party cadres 
handling cconomic affairs to study economic matters closely and to 
manage economy compctently. He pleaded that thcy should handle 
the organisation of production at llrst hand rather than confine 
thcmselvcs to good rcsolutions. Lcnin said that "manag:-~ent ncces
sarily implies compctency ... knowledge of all the cond1uons of pr~
duction down to the last detail and of the latest tcchnolo~ ... is 
required ; you must have a certain scie~tific_ training". * 

Politics, Lenin wrote, is an endless cham wlth an cndless number 
of links. It is the art of a communist politician to determine the 
basic link in good time, the one that is the most important at the 
moment, to single out the central task in the chain of_ tas~s and to 
concentrate the main forces and main attention on 1ts fulfilment. 
Lenin was a past master in this art. . . 

Time and again Lenin stressed the great 1mportance o~ sc1ence 
and technology for the building of socialism. Science, h~ sa1d, mu_st 
help the masses create a social systcm without expl~1ters. Le_nm 
believcd that the development of science and its ~rac~1cal apph~a
tion would greatly stimulate the growth of so~1ety s prod.uct1ve 
forces. He wrote that science should keep pace w1th econom1c and 
cultural developments and that its close bonds wit~ life, with ~ro
duction with the tasks of socialist and commumst construcuon, 
wcre a' necessary condition for its own fruitful gro\~th .. ~ . . 

He gave much attention to thc requirements of s_c1ent1ftc mst1t~
tions and helped them with his guidancc and adv1ce. He held m 

* V. l. Lenin, CQllecúd Worh, Vol. 30, p. 428. 
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high estecm the lea<ling R ussian scientists who dedicated ti . 
endcavours to the Soviet people, men like K. Timirvazcv I p~cir 
1 I M

. h . , l • ª' 
ov, . l ic unn,. ~- Zhukovs~y, K. T siolkovsky, l. Gubkin. anct 
YL Bonch-Bruycnch, to mcnuon bue a fcw, and saw to it ) . 
son~lly .tha~ they were provided with everything they ne<•dcd 

1 ~~~ 
the1~ s~1ent1fic work and a decent living. 

T1miryazev sent Lenin a copy of his book, Science and Demorr , 
. h h. d d. · " T · a9, wll t is e 1cauon: o h1ghly esteemed Vladimir Il)·ich r e · 

fi K T
. . , nin 

rom . m~1ryazev, \~hose good fortune it is to be his contempo-
rary and ~ w1tncss .º~ h1s great ,,~rork." In his book Timiryazcv urgcd 
men of sc1mce to JOm forces \N1th the working people and exposcd 
the slan?er spread by ~he imperialists against Soviet powcr and the 
~lshev1ks_. Aftcr readmg t.he book, Lenin replied to Timiryazcv: 
Dea~ Khmcnty Arkadycv1ch ! Many thanks to you for your book 

and kmd wo1:d.s. I was simply delighted toread your remarks against 
thc bourgco1s1? and for Soviet power. 1 shake your hand V<'ry 
warmly and w1th ali my hcart wish you health, health and health 
again !" * 

L_enin held that the socialist cconomy must be bascd on thc latcst 
acluevements or science and the most advanced technolo¡,ry and 
that thc Soviet Govcrnment must constantly promote technic~l 

1

prog
ress. "\V~ must introduce more maehines everywhcrc, and rcs<;rt 
to. i:naclune tedmology as widcly as possiblc," ** he said. \Vhilc 
raismg thc ~cncral productivity of Iabour \Vork must be made 
casicr, by shifting the burden of heavy la~ur onto thc machines 
and lca,·ing only the adjuscing of machines to thc workcr. Lcnin 
a~vocated the study and use of ali the latest foreign methods in 
sc1cncc, tcchnology and technical organisation. He said it was uscful 
to karn '.rom che capitalists, wherever necessary, and to adopt the 
worthwhile and profitable things they had. 

Thc scicntists, engineers and inventors who met Lenin were 
gr:at1y imprcsscd by his knowledge and his quick grasp or complex 
sc1cnt1fic and technological problems. Once Lenin and Maxim 
Gorky went to the Central Artillcry Department to see a certain in
vent!on. Havin~ liste~ed to the inventor, Lenin asked him highly 
per~1~cnt qu~st1ons w1th such ease as if he were examining him on 
poht1cal subjects. T he expcrts who were present were astounded 
when they la ter learned that it was Lenin : "What? You don't say ! 
How <loes he know so much about it? \Vby, we took him for an 

* V. I. Ln1in, Col/ected Workf, Vol. 35, p. 445. 
** !bid. , Vol. 31, p. 5 10. 
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1 j\mazino-!" On the way back Len in saicl to Gorky: 
espcrft ··e onlv co

0
uld provide all thcse technicians with ideal condi-

·· I \\ . . d. . . for work! In t\•.:cnty-five years Russia would be the lea mg 
11ons Jd 1 •• * 

1
tr) in the ..,,·or . 

(''O~his dream has come true. The Sov~et Un1on today holds an 
d' anced position in technology and sc1encc. 
ª {,cnin showed special conccn:' for the d<'velopr~1cnl of the s~cial 

· s ln !vlarch 1922, Lcnm wrotc a \.Cr)' 1mportant arude, 
~ocncc. . . . 1 . 1· " h" l b ·•On the Significance of l\1ilnant l\ atc~1a ism , w 1c 1 was pu -
· 1 d ·n the J·ournaL Pod <_namenem ,\Jarkw:.ma lUnder thc Banner of hs lC 1 • . f 1 . , . h.I . h. 
~farxism). It was a sort of contm~~tion. ~ . ,cnm s ma~or p _1 osop. 1-
cal book, lvfoterialism and Empmo-Cnticwn, and h1s Phzlosophzcal 

Votebooks. 
· J n chis article, Lenin ddined the main tasks and purp~se of the 
¡ournal Pod Znamenem Afarksizma, and ~ormulatcd thc ch1ef .tren?s 
·
1
hat should govern philosophical work m the country, ddimng 1ts 

goals and frarning practica! meas~ires.. . . . . 
The idea that dialectical and h1stoncal malenahsm is of ulmost 

importance for the dcvclopmenl of the socia~ and natural scic~ccs, 
for correct undcrstanding of thc laws governmg naturc and soc1ety, 
and for the revohnionary transformation of the world was th~ mam 
idea advanced. The Communists. Lenin wrote, sbould cons1stently 
defend .Marxist pbilosophy and wagc a systematic an<l irreconcilablc 
scrugglc against ali sorts of modern idealistic tr~nds. . 

Lenin attached grcat importance to a conclus1ve elaborat1on of 
dialectics based on a generalisation of phenomcna and processes of 
social Iif~, and on the achievemcnts of natural scicncc. . . 

H e always devotcd much attention t~ r~~ struggle a~~mst rch
gious pr~judices. In his articlc, " On th~ ~1gmhca~1cc' of.M1ht~nt 1.fa
tcr ialism", he speciiied the tasks of athc1st1c work m Soviet soc1cty. ~e 
demanded that atheistic propaganda should be ste?ped up, usmg 
a varietv or forms and methods of scicntific educat1on, back~d. by 
the achi,evement5 of modero science, exposing the roots of rehg10n, 
and instilling a scientific, materialistic world outlook in the pcople. 
Lenin stressed that atheistic promotion work should p~ocecd re?u
larly and vigorously, but only through ideological me~1a, obs:-rvmg 
strictly the principlc of freedorn of con1;;cicnce and seemg to it that 
the feclings of religious people are .°~t hurt. Yet they should be told 

patiently about the fallacy of rehg1on. 

* Reminiscnu;es of J'ladimir Ilyich Lenin, Vol. 2, P· 271. 
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Cultural Revolution 

In his speeches and writings Lenin advanced highly import 
. . h d l f . . ant proposltlons on t e eve opment o a soc1ahst culture, on thc 

essence of the cultural revolution and the ways of accomplishin . 
in the ~eriod of. tran~ition from capitalism to socialism. The cuh~r~~ 
revolut10n, Lenm sa1d, .re~rese.nts a whole period of cultural devel. 
opment of the peoplc, 1t 1mphes profound changes in their think. 
ing? i?eology and spiritual life, their re-education in the spirit of 
soc1ahsm. 

While the transfer of power in to the hands of the working class is 
the decisive pre-condition of the cultural revolution, the cultural 
advancernent of thc people is in its turn a necessary prcrequisite of 
the socialist reorganisation of society, the achievcmcnt of a labour 
productivity higher than that under capitalism, and the enlistment 
of the broadest masses in the administration of the state. The cul
tural rcvolution, Lenin pointed out, is eflected under the leadership 
of the Communist Party and with the active participation of thc 
working people themselves. 

Thc proletarian, socialist culture does not spring up in a void. It 
emerges as a natural development of all the spiritual and intcllec
tual wealth, thc sum-total of knowledge created by humanity. 

The training and education of the youth was always one of 
Lenin's principal concerns. In October 1920, he delivered at the 
Third All-Russia Congress of the Russian Young Communist 
League his historie spccch, "The Tasks of the Youth Leagues", in 
which he oudined the policy of the Party in the sphere of educating 
the rising generations of builders of communism and defined the 
aims and methods of Young Communist League work. 

The young generation, Lenin said, is faced with the task of build
ing a communist society on newly-cleared ground. Approaching the 
question from this angle, the tasks of the youth in general, and of 
the Young Communist League and other youlh organisations in 
particular, could be summcd up in one word: karn. 

Thc Young Communists at the Congress were astounded. Every
body expected Lenin to speak about the international and dome.~tic 
~ituation, about the fight against the Whites and the bandits ravag
mg the country, and the requisitioning of surplus produce in thc 
countryside. Instead they heard an appeal to study. The ful! mcan
ing of this was not appreciated at once. Lenin felt and understood 
the mood of the Congress very well. And with his usual clarity and 
power of conviction he elaborated his view on the tasks of thc 
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·ng betore the young people the fascinating vistas of the 
uth, opcni , . , 

Yº le to build commumsm. . ? 
stru~gat ,vas the youth to learn , and how was it to go about 1t. 

\\.h ered his own question: Thc youth should learn com-
L nin answ . . h. e . B t the only way to become a Communist 1s by ennc mg 

un1srn. u d b rn , · d with the knowledge of all the trcasures create y man-
ne s rnm · · · f 0 . 'f h transition to commumsm presupposes reorgamsauon o 

k1nd. e · · ·¡¡ d h · ¡ econom)' on the bas1s of the latest sc1ent1 1c an tec -
he nauona . h bT 

t 
1 

··al achievements. This requircs knowledge and t e a i ity to 
no og1c b·¡· r ly this knowledge in practicc, the a 1 ity to trans1orm com-
app · from readv-made formulas and programmcs learned 
inumsm ' ·¡d· f h , 
by rote in to living realit y, thc actual bm mg o t e ne"' 

society · fi · 
To learn, Lenin told his young hcarers, docs not mean .con mmg 

elf Wl
.thin the four walls of a school. They should hnk every 

ones . · k. , l ' 
step in their training and educat1on w1th the wor mg peop es 

struggle for communism. . . 
Cl~sely connected with these ide~s we.re ~he v1ews Le~m 

expressed at the Congress on .com1:1umst eth1cs. fhe old, ex?lo~ter 
society and its moralicy, Lenm sa1d, were based o~ the prmc1ple 
that cither you rob the next man or he robs you, eith~r ~ou work 
for the next man, or he works for you. ''.Communist m~rality is ba~ed on 
the stmggle Jor the consolidation and c~mpletion of c?mmunism .. That is also 
the basis of communist training, education, and teaching. That is the reply to 
the question of how communism should be learnt." * 

While listening to Lenin's speech, ~a~y a Komsomol dele~ate 
thought that Lenin himself was an inspmng ~odel of how a Co~
munist a man of communist society, should hve and. work. The d1s
tinctiv~ features of Lenin's spiritual make-up wcre his loyalty to the 
communist cause, devotion to the stru~gle '.or the happmes.s. of 
working people, love of country, internation~hsm, unco~p.rom1smg 
attitude towards the enemies of commumsm, collectivism and 
labour for the benefit of ali society. He was humane, respectt:ul, 
sensitive and attentive to people; he loved life, he was ve~satile, 
morally pure, simple and modest, and always ~heerful. .~emn was 
a man of great integrity. He ~id not tolerate egoism, ambition, envy, 
malice, vengeance and pettmess. . . . 

Nadezhda Krupskaya wrote that he ~eve~ d1stmgmshe~ the per-

l f h bl
. He was the same m h1s work and hfe-exact-

sona rom t e pu ic. " 

• V.l. Lcnin, Collected Works, Vol. 31, p. 295. (halics ours.-The Autliors.) 
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ing to himself in small things and b' E 1 ' tg. _,ven whcn settl 
persona matters, Lenin ncver failed to ask h. lf· .. ' mg Pureh 
workcrs say about it?'' . imse . \\hat \\Íll the 

The precrpts set forth by Len in concem. 1 
actcr of the training and ed " t' f mg t 1e tasks and cha th .d. . uca ton o young pcopl . . r. 

e gu1 mg principies of thc Soviet sch , e ate to th1s da 
of thc schools to help build com . ool s~st~m. It was the d11t)) 
a b d mumsm. he sa1d to gi\'e th 

skd:~nl~:c~:l a~ ~::,~:~e~~'~':t~e ~~~~~~ i~a; train ing ,' I~:::::~; 
s?naltty. As Marx and Engels had do g .º the l~uman per. 
t1cular emphasis on combinin ne _before l~tm, Lenm laid par. 
labour. He included in the Pa~t sc~~I _1ns truct10n with productive 
tion for a 11 children up to y og1 amme polytechnical edura-

seventeen vcars of . · h 1 
and practica) instruction in ali the main br age, ':1t t 1eo.retiral 
ºº,e_ of .the basic tasks of the schools. anches of product1on, as 

r h~ ~<leal futurc society, Lcnin wro . . 
combmmg cducation with d . te, is mconce1vablc w1thout . e' pro uct1vc labour by th ' 
rabon. ommunism req uires wcll-edt e young gene
physícal and mental labour . tcaled pcople, capablc both of 

Lenin was vcry fond of ~hildren H . . 
What is more he knc·w· 110•" t . . 1 e_ hkcd playmg with lhcm. 

' · " o w1n t 1e } . h 
them. Children were also fond of him ir iearts, ow to talk with 
was a dcar and undcrstandin friend an~ sensed at once that he 
as the futurc. "Often ,h g 

1 
· Lenm rcgarded the childrcn 

' ,.., en 1e spoke t h'ld " 
wrotc, "he asked thcm half i . k d h o c ~ ren; Krupskaya n lº e an alf seno 1 'Y ·11 
up a good Communist. won't. ou')• It V us r ou grow 
but it wa'i his arden( d•·•s1ºre .Y h . ' as h~lf a JOke, of cour$C, 
. ..,. t at everv ch1ld l uld 
mto a polilícally-conscious Com . , s 10 grow up 
for which thc rcvolutionar'es fmumst and. continue the cause 
courageously." * 1 0 ali countncs were fighling -;o 

Illitcracy was one of thc . . l . h d b d prmc1pa enem1es which L . b i· d 
a lo e one away with Iirst f ll H . cnm e ievc 

thc children and a far-flung º. ª · : \·\·anted more schools for 
adults. He was convinced th t .sl)l'.stem o schools and courses for 

. kl . a 1 iteracv could be t .J 
qu1c y if the pcople took up th , . s ampeu out vcry 

L · e mattcr 
cnm had a grcat regard for tcach H . ~nlist the okl teachers to carr, out t~rs. ~ pomted to thc need lO 

mtc~est by posing problems o/ edaO'O e' ~e,·v tasks, to awaken thcir 
the mtellectual developmcnt a pi lit> g) Idn a new way' to attend LO . ne a -roun traini f h 
to prov1de the conditions esse t' l fi . ng o teac ers, and n ia or their work "O h ¡ * · ur se oo -

N. K. Krupskaya, St11ries About Lenin, 1960, p. <>9-, " (Russ. ed.). 
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teachcr," he wrote, "should be raiscd to a standard he has ncvcr 
achicved, an~ cannol ach~evc, in bourgcois socicty." * 

t,cnin cons1dered thc h1ghcr schools a kcy sector in thc Soviet 
~catc·s cultural work. To bring thcm within rcach primarily of the 
\\orkers and peasants, he devoted much attcntion to organising and 
consolidating workers' preparatory courscs. 61 At the samc time he 
stressed thc need for a complete revision of the curricula and the 
en tire process of instruction in the higher schools, and above all im
provement of instruction in the social sciences. On his initiative In
scitutes of Red Professors were founded in Moscow and Petrograd, 
which trained many theoretical workers. He also proposcd a com
prchensive plan for the advanced Marxist training of the best of the 

old college professors and instructors. 
Lenin always paid much attcntion LO enlisting women in the 

work of building the ncw life and to educating them politic.ally. 
Addressing mectings and conlercnces of womcn workers and pcas
ant women, he urged them to takc an active part in the adminis
tration of the state and in economic construction. The task, he said, 
is to bring politics within the reach of every working woman. For 
a woman to be complctely free and truly cqual to a man, she must 
be relievcd of domestic chores through the establishment of a large 
network of socialist enterprises - catering cstablishments, kinder
gartens, crecbes, ele. \Vhen this was done millions of women would 
be able to take an active part in social production and political life. 

Lenin paid thc highest tribute to che role played by Soviet 
women in thc civil war and in economic rehabilitation. Proletarian 

women were "great hcroines", he said. 
A most important factor for successful socialist and communíst 

construction is the ideological work of the Communist Parcy and 
the Soviet state. Lenin stressed that ali thc ideological work of the 
Party, ali propaganda and agitation, should be ba.<;ed on the politi
cal experience of economic development. The unity of ideological 
and organisational work, Lenin stresscd, is the key principie of 
Party leadership. [t is not enough to explain theoretically the 
meaning of communism; wc must show how to build socialism and 
communism in practice. Every propagandist and agitator should 
also be an organiser of the peoplc in thc state and economic 

c:onstruction. 
Lenin proposcd a plan for production propaganda that called for 

combining political education with the cfforcs of the working class 

* V. l. Lenin, Collected Work.1, Vol. 33, p. 461. 
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and ali other working people to restare and devdop furth~r h 
. 1 I h' · · t e nat10na economy. n 1s op1mon, ne"vspapers, pamphlcts and 1 f 

lets, lectures and talks on questions of production, thc- cine e~· 
popuJarisation of the achicvements of the best enterprises and le~~~ 
ing workers, etc., could play an important role in th1s respe 
Lenin insisted on the wide circulation of books and newspapers a~~ 
the efficient functioning of libraries and reading-rooms, and pointed 
to the importancc of thc radio as a powerful means in the Party's 
politica1 and cultural work. "A newspaper that needs no papcr and 
to which distances are no obstacle," is how he described the radio. 
Thanks to his vigorous support, a powerful radio station was put 
into opcraliou in Moscow in 1922. Lenin's dream had come true
the voicc of thc Soviet capital could now be heard by the wholc 
country and ali ovcr the world. 

In the c:onditions or NEP, on the basis of a Certain growth in 
capitalist elcments and a strcngthening of thc petty-bourgcois ele
ment, hostile ideas revived and thc influence of bourgeois ideology 
bccame stronger. 1 t was during this period that Smena V ckh trend 
devcloped (named after a collection of the samc title meaning 
"Changc of Landmarks", published in Prague by Whitc émign'.: in
tellectuals since J uly 192 l). It exprcssed the ideology of the bour
geois counter-revolution, which, having been defeated in the open 
armed strugglc against Soviet power, was hoping for the dcgen
eration of the Soviet state and the Communist Par1)', thc "pearcful'' 
restoration of capitalism in Russia. The tactics of the Smena Vckh 
supporters were thc so-callcd "envcloping", growing in to the Soviet 
regime, the use of legal opportunitie" for the purpose of countcr-rcv
olution. Thcy advanced the slogan of the "emancipation of the 
Soviets", meaning the divorcing of state bodies from the Communist 
Party, and aimed at worming their way into the Soviets, changing 
thcir composition, and thereby paving the way for bourgeois 
democracy. 

In these conditions, togethcr with putting an end to thc activity 
of the counter-rcvolutionaries, the Party's struggle against bourgeois 
ideology acquired particular importance. 

"We must overcome resistance from the capitalists in all its forms," 
Lcnin statcd, "not only in the military and the political spheres, but also 
ideological resistance, which is the most deep-seated and the strongest." * 

Lenin fought hard for thc Bolshevik party commitment of the 
Soviet press, following daily the work of the publishing houses, and 

* V. l. Lenin, CoUecttd Workf, Vol. 31, p. 370. (Italics ours. The Autliors. ) 
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· od under-
d gazine editorial boards, encouragmg go 

er an ma , .. 
peWspaP itícising errors and slips. . the 
aking!> and cr art and literature as powcrful factors m , 

t ¡,enin regarded . He taught us that they should be dosel) 
building .ºf com~~n~;nthe people, deeply dcpict .real~ty, truthfully 

l. ked w1th the . cari·)· the progress1ve ideas of com-
1n . mmate arustry d ll h d w1th consu d cate the new man, an ca t e 
an . to the broad masscs, e u 
111unism le for a good future. . 
worki~g people t~ str:!~i les of Party leadership in art and htera-

Lcnin defined t ~ p p 'd h'l directing the development of 
re lt is imperat1ve, he ~a1 , w i e t \l the complex specific fea-

tu · . t take mto accoun a ' b 
rt and h terature, o f . f ·om dictating from a ove, a . . them and to re ram r . . 

tures mherent m f¡ tistic initiative, individuahty and. imag-
ieaving ample scope or ~~rm and content. At the same time he 
·nation as regards both mpone11ts of the general 
1 d l't rature are co . . 
ernphasised that art an f1 ep o k as a whole and that it is 

l · t 0 artv w r ' 
cause of the pro etaria , >se kadership ovcr them. 
necessary for thc Party to exerc1 , ks, of a~tistic merit, ideologically 

He wanted ar tisL'l. to produc~: wor le and corresponding to their 
sound, compre~cns1ble to the .pe~ik "1ith Clara Zctkin, Nadczhda 
healthy acstheuc demands. In a ta ' .. d. 
Krupskaya and Maria Ulyanova'. he .sa1 t~ a few hundrcd or even 

"Nor is it important what art can g1v~ f ·11·ons Art belongs 
f h t· I populat1on o m1 i . -

a fcw thousand out o t e to a dee down into the midst of thc 
to the people. l ts root'> sho~d rJ be ~nderstood and loved by the 
broad working masses. l t s ou . thouahts and will of the 

ld Pass the cmollons, o . 
masses. lt shou encom h ld aken and develop the arusts 
masses and uplift them. lt s ou aw 

among them." * . . tru le against artistic trends and 
While waging an unrcm1~t10g s .gg v his ful! support to pro

influences alíen to commumsm'. Lenm ga e 
. S . 'ters and arusts. h h grcss1ve ov1et wn . t for Maxim Gorky, w om e 

H e had the warmest attachmc~ d the founder of proletar-
. . h as a great wntcr, an . G k , held m J11g estecm R 1 t' n he enhsted or Y s 

f h October evo u io 
ian literature. A ter t e . h blcms of cultural develop-
active participation _in solvmg. t e. promattcrs of prolctarian art". 

· h ' '· authonty m · ment callmg im an . l M i'm Gorky lost h1s sense 
' - times w 1en ax · l As we know, there wcre . . ficll undcr alien ideolog1ca 

. h mplex situatton, l l t of J. udgement V1 t e co . l't'cal position. n etters o 
d d mcorrect po 1 L d' 

infiuences and a ople an . h h' Lenin criticised his errors irect-
the writer and frank talks w1t im 

• Reminismues of Vladimir Jlyich Ltnin, Vol. 5, p. 13. 
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ly and impartially, bue tactfully, and sought to dispcl bis illti·· 

' 
... ,. h d 1 ·' . d f . di . . . . . :;1ons '1t comra e y a;ov1Ce an nen y h1gh-prmc1plcd cnucism Len¡~ 
helpedh~hed writer to und~rst~nd the policy of thc Party and over
come 1s oubts and hes1tat1on. 

Eye-witnesses recall how. ~eli~hted Lenin always \\'as when Gorky 
carne from Petro~rad to ~ISlt h1m. ~any were the frank, heart-to
~eart talks they had. Lenm gave every attention to Gork) 's sugges. 
hons and rcqucsts and showed a constant concern for the writer' 
health. He took a kccn intcrcst in the work of the talented wri·t s · · h er, 
seemg to 1t t at each new book was "Sent to him as soon as it camc 
off the press, and wanted to know how the books sold. 

Lenin ha? a vcry high opinion of the work of A. Serafimovith. 
He al~o hkcd Dcmyan Bedny's verse, which he considered truly 

~rolctanan, dear and comprehensible to the workers. At the same 
time, however, he noted the poet's shortcomings. "He is somewhat 
crudc," he obscrved to Gorky. "He trails behind his readcrs 
whereas he should be a littlc ahcad." ' 

Although he criticised the futuristic tendencies in thc work ol' 
Vladimir Mayakovsky, Lenin voiced his approval of the poet when 
he took up a topical issuc in the political life or 1.hc times and <li
~ectc~ thc barb of his satire against bureaucracy and endless mcrt
mgs m thc pocm "Lost in Conference". Lcnin's comment and 
advice played its part in :Yfayakovsky's development as an artist; thc 
poet assumed a place of honour in Soviet poetry. 

In the ideological education of the masses Lcnin attached much 
importancc to thc cinema and the theatre. It was thanks to Lenin 
that the Bolshoi and Maly theatrcs in ~foscow were able to con
tinue functioning through the grimmest years of thc civil war. 
Lenin had a dcep admiration for the art of the actor. 

With ali his time taken up with work, Lenin was rarcly able in 
thos: years t~ cnjoy art. His visits to the theatre were few. The pro
duct1011 he hked most was Anton Chekhov's Une/e Vm91a at thc 
Mosc?~" Art T~catr.c. ".By nature," wrotc Krupskaya, "Lenin was 
a lync1St, dcspitc h1s sobriety." He was very fond of poetry and 
music. 

"l know of nothing fincr than the Appassionata · I could listen to il 
d " l ) cvery ay, ie said once after hearing Beethoven's sonatas. "It is 

wonderful, superhurnan music. The proud, though pcrhaps naive, 
thought always occurs to me: ''\!hat miracles man can perform !" * 

• Rem1niscenw ef Vlatlimir IL)ich Lenin, Vol. 2, p. 268. 
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Lenin's Style of Work 

Len in regarded the further strengthening of thc Soviet .state and 
thc development of Soviet democraC) as. one of the most 1mportant 
tasks in the socio-political sph~n:. He d1.d a ~rea~ dca_l ?f w~rk to 
· prove the statc machine, w1thout wh1ch, m h1s opm1on, 1t was 
::possible to manage the economy and ochcr aspects of social lífe 
and to ensure the country's dcfence. . . 

Lenin paid great attention to strc~gthenmg the Soviets. The 
xemplarv functioning of the local bod1es, he strrssed, was exceed
~~gly important for the state as a whole. ~cnin devoted a ,grea~ deal 
of attcntion to the study and the summmg up of lo:al cxpcnenc~. 
Hcnce the importance he attachcd to rcports, espcc1ally eco~om1c 
reporls , frorn local bodies. He drcw 11p the report f?rrns h1msel;, 
chcckcd whcther thev were submittcd to the Counc1l of Peoplc s 
Commissars in time, ~nd studied thcm carcfully. He instructed the 
local Soviet<; to pay more attention to practica) queslions .ºf econom
ic devdopmcnt and to evcryday serviccs to t~~: "".orkmg people. 
He frequently summoncd people from thc lot:al1t1es rn orckr. to t~lk 
with them and rnade a point of cnsuring that local foqct1onanes 
visi~ing M~scow were supplied '>vith aU thc information and instruc-
tions they needed for their work. . . 

Although he belicved that local organisations should cnJO_Y w1~e 
powcrs, Lenin al the samc time demandrd that they be gu1de? m 
thcir work bv the interests of the state as a whole and stnctly 
observe state, discipline. H e rcsolutely chcckcd any tendency to
wards parochialism, such as, say, manipulations to reduce plans for 
a gubernia to Less than it could fulfil,. mec~ing. local ~eeds by ne
glccting those of the country gcnerally, ignonng mstruct1ons from the 

centre, cte. . . . 
Time and again, speaking and writing on ~anous pomts, Lemn 

stressed the importance of strengthening thc ucs between the st~te 
apparatus and the people, of systematic, planncd and cxtens1ve 
work to attract thousands upon thousands of non-Party workers ~nd 
peasants to rurining the state and building_ the ec~norny, meanmg 
that they should be elected to various. elcctivc b~d1es, promoted to 
various offices and appointed to vanous committees, control and 

checking bodies. . 
Lenin hirnself was a wonderful examplc of how a lead~r mam-

tained close and continuous contacts with thc peop1~'. M~etm~s and 
talks with workers, pcasants and inte.\lcctuals, part1cipat1on m and 
spceches at mass meetings and gathenngs, at congresses and confer-
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ences, and a copious mail connected Lenin by a tho s d h . h h u an t read 
w1t t e masses. He loved to rnix with the people t · · r . s . , o v1s1t iactones 
t?wns and v1llages, for he wanted to see for hirnself how eo ' 
hved, he wantcd to know and feel the mood d · · pf ple an spmt o th 
wor~ers and peasa~ts - those for whom he lived and laboured e 
Lenm heedcd the vo1ce o~ the people. He turned to them for advic~ 
and res~ected thc expenence of ordinary people. 

D.efinmg the ways and means of improving the state machine 
Lenm wrotc: n' 

"The primar~, immcdiate task of the present day and of th 
next fe~ years, 1~ system~tically to reduce the size and the cost 0~ 
the S?v1~t machmery of state by cutting clown staffs impro " 
o ·g t l' . . ' vmg 
• 1 amsa ion, e:mmatmg red tape and bureaucracy, and by reduc-
mg unproducuvc expenditure." * 

~n part~cular, Lcnin insisted that government workers and insti
tut1~ns ~1vc careful attention to communications and letters 
~·eceJVed from ~he working pcople. He regarded complaints from th(' 
atter concemmg the poor work of one or another institution as 
co~1trol. from below. A~ministrative bodies, he · stressed, should be 
pnma~1ly <.:0nccrncd w1.th me~ting the vital needs of the working 
peoplc, and should act 1mmed1ately on their suggestions. He would 
not c?untenanc~ pressure being brought to bear cm people who had 
scnt m complamts to him. 

Lenin consi:Jered collec~ive leadership as the highest principie of Party and 
state leadership and con.s.zs.tently adhered to thi.s principie in hi.s activity. He 
always allotted a ?ec1s1ve role to Party congresses and conferences, 
and plenary meetmgs of the Central Committcc, regarding them as 
the em~d_1ment of the co.llec.tive thinking of the Party, it'i tremen
dous poltucal. and organisat1onal experience. He associated wilh 
them the solvmg of basic questions of party policy and prepared for 
them carefully._ Lenin viewed the Central Committee as the 
s_upreme collect1vc body of the leadership of the Party and the 
co~ntry bet~een congresses. He pointed out that the Central Com
m1~tee coordmates "the activities of ali the Soviet and Part insti
tut.10.ns and all organisations of che working class", uniti: and 
guidmg ali ~he .work of tbe Soviet republic. "No important ~oliti
cal or orgamsat1onal question is decided by any state institution in 

* V. l. Lenin, C:ol/ected Works, \·01. 33 444 ' p. . 

412 

our republic without the guidance of the Party's Central Commit-

" * tce. f or ali his great authority and for all thc breadth of his powers, 
Lenin never took any purely personal dccisions on qucstions that 
carne within the competence of bodics exercising collective leader~ 
ship and that required collcctive discussion and solution. He 
strongly condemned the opinion that he alone decidcd ali the mat
tcrs in the Central Committee. "You are wrong in saying \repeat
edlv) that 'I am the C.C.'," he wrote to A. A . .Toffe indignantly. 
"This could have been written only in a statc of great nervous irri
tation and overwork .... Yo u should not allow yourself to be ~o nerv
ous as to write such an absolutely i.tnpossible, absolutely 
i.Jnpossible thing that I am the C.C." ** 

On ali important questions Lenin consulted with members of the 
Central Committee, People's Commissars and other Jeading offi
cials. When presiding over rneetings, Lcnin <lid not claim that his 
opinion was indisputable, and always listened carcfully to thc argu
Ínents of others. All speakers werc able to express thcir views frcely. 
lf there was the slightest divergence of opinion or proposals he 
always put the mattcr to thc vote. It sometimes happened that the 
majority of thc Council of People's Commissars adopted a decision 
with which Lenin did not agree. Ht: would bow to the majority, 
and in cases wherc thc question was of fundamental importance 
would submit it for discussion and tinal decision to the higher Party 

or Soviet body. 
Len in never acted only on the strength of his own authority; he 

sought to persuade others that he was right, and never failed to 
speak time and time again, to write to comrades who did not a~ee 
with hiin, several letters or notes on onc and the same quesnon, 
advancing more and more new arguments. 

While pointing to the need for c-ollcctive Jeadership, the collective 
reaching of important decisions and directives, Lcnin at ~h~. same 
time attached great importancc to thc personal rcspons1b1hty of 
each worker for the task entrusted to him. "The main principie of 
administration, in the spirit of ali the decisions of the R.C.P. and 
the central Soviet institutions, is thc following: 

- a definite person is fully responsiblc for sorne specific wo:k." *** 
The meeting'S of the Central Committee and the Counc1l of Peo

ple's Commissars at which Lenin prcsided were a true school of 

* V. 1. Lenin, Collecú.d Works, Vol. 30, p. 444; Vol. 31, pp. 47-48. 

** !bid., Vol. 45, p. 99. 
*** lbid., Vol. 36, p. 529. 
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Party and state lcadcrship. He considcred that thorough pre!' · . . 1· , irn1-
nary examinat1on o the matter at hand was the prime rruarante f 
f: · fi 1 d l'b · ~ e 

0 
rutt u e 1 crat1on and a correct solution. Before each mcetin 1 

would make a detailcd scudy of all the relevant material and di;· 
1
.c 

che issues in question wich the h~ads of the gm·crnment dep~~
1

;: 
ments concerncd. and other offic1als. As for the meetings thcrn. 
sclvcs, he made a point of ensuring that chcy proceed in a husiness
l~k~ fashion, with the least possible waste of t ime. Opening thc 
Slltmgs punccually, he would see to it that the speakcrs did not 
exceed thcir a llotted time. He had no pacicnce with gcneralities un
supported by factual data and concrete suggestions, and insisted 
that ali spcakers be brief and to the point. 

But in spitc of his strictness in the chair, the atmosphcre was 
ncvcr scraincd.' On the ~ontrary, discussio~ was free and comradcly. 
l t was collective work in thc full sense of the word. Oftcn enough 
there was laughtcr a t meeting-s of the Council of People's Commis
sars, with Lcnin laughing the hearticst, for he had a good scnse of' 
humour . But thc outbursts of mirth subsidcd as the meeting scttled 
down again to the business at hand. ' 

~or Lenin che. adoption of a correct dcc:ision was only the startin~ 
pomt; the most 1mporrant part was its implcmcntation. "Any plan, 
even thc vcry besr, can be cornplctdy ruined by incompetent and 
~~upid exe~u~ion," ~enin pointed out Lime and time again. 
I hrough h1s mstruct10ns and directives. both verbal and , ... riuen 
~ .enin taught peoplc to work efficien tly and to scc every undertak~ 
mg through to thc end. His letters and countless notes many o[ 
them writtcn on scraps of paper, contained the most rnlu~blc ideas, 
practica! ad' ice, and somctimcs en tire programmes of action. \\'hile 
busy wich political matters of cardinal importance, he took a li\·cl) 
interest in hundrcds of thousands o[ seemingly minor questions, for 
nothin~ was too lrifling to claim his attention if it scrvcd a useful 
purpose. Concrete lcadcrship was the hallmark of Lenin's style of 
work. 

Most important for thc proper functioning of the administrative 
n_iachi.nery, Lcnin pointed o ut, was to select the right people for thc 
nght JObs and to check up on thc fulfilment of dccisions, tasks and 
directives. Emphasising that the Party and government cadres 
shou ld always bear this in mind, he said: "To test men and uerify what 
has actually bfen done this, this again, this alone is now the main fea
ture of ali our activities, of our ·whole policy .. , * 

* V. l. J.enin , <.'11/Jecled Works, Vol. 3'.{, p. 226. 
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- demanded of thc Parly and govcrnment bodies and 
. L~;1~~nctionaries dfeclivc vcriiication of che füllilment of Par~ 

01 ; overnment decisions. of ''what has actuall) becn do?~ · 
an g of cases he personally checked up on "hcther a dec1S1on 
1 n seores . b 1 h . h 

d
. t'vc had been carried out, etther y te ep onmg t e persons 

or 1rec 1 . 1 r ¡ · , d or inquiring b)' lettcr. He d1d not to eratc iorma wnttcn 
con cerne . 1 · r to his enquiries. H e dcmanded a detcrmmed strugg e agamst 
rep ics 

110 
gave false information about thc fulfilment of an 

1hose w 
· ent and thus deceived thc Party and the state. 

ass1gnm · · 1 · 
·He saw the guaran tee of success in ali cases m the proper P ª.c~ng 

and employment of personnel. It was a qu~stion not_ of rcorga~1smg 
. · · s but of people and of check1ng pracncal expenence. 
111sucuuon , ' ,, ' . " l - · . 
"Studv people, search for able workcrs, Lrnm ~vrotc, ~ 11s is. nov. 
the es~cnce; ali orders and dccisi~ns without thts are .d1~~y b1.t~ .~f 
papcr. " * for him thc main critenon was always a person.s pohttcal 
qualilications. \Vhenevcr somconc was rccommended. ~o h1.m ~erely 
as a "good man", he would grow impatient.. " \Nhat 11 he. is a ??ºd 

' ~, l Id sav "l'd ralher vou told me what }ns poht1cal man . 1e wou ; . . , . . 
cond~ict is like." Of firsl importancc, roo, werc the tcchmcal. qua~1fi -
cations of a functionary , bis conscicn t iousuess, knowledge oJ the .1ob 
entrusted lo him, and his ability to organise the work propcrly. He 
believcd that it was neccssary judiciously to team up old, cx~c
rienced cadres, lempcred by struggle, with young pcople. He consid
ered the promotion and training of new cadrcs to be one of 

thc most important tasks. . _ 
Lcn in was a very good judge of people. He scrutm1sed them ~lose-

lv, listened to whal they had to say, gra.sped. t~c ~rux qu1~kly, 
, d ncr ablc to appraisc a man from vanous 111s1gn1ficant triflcs. 

an w~ 1. · f' h r 
He was wdl acquainted with the personal qua 1t1es o t e iunc-
tionaries and knew how to approach them. H e had the knack of 
spottin(f their strong points and putting them to use to bese advan
tagc. He ·was the teacher and mentor of cadre.s. Th~se who met h}m 
pcrsonally were a lways the richcr for m~'.etm? h1m, and ca~n~d 
away a ncw sense of conlidence and rertamty 111 th~ succcss .º¡ t ~ 
work thev were engaged in. "Thos~ w.erc d1fficult ,times, 

G K h
. í. k ·otc "But what a JOY tl was to forge ahead rz iznanovs V w1 · ~ if 

h~nd in hand with a leader like Vladimir flyich and be able at d -
fi . !'"** 

ficult moments to turn to him or w1se counsc . 

* V. I. J,enin, Collected W11rks, Vol. '.~5 . PP· 538-39:
6

r. 
. · - 1 · l" ·t 2 Mosrnw 1957 p. :> :>. ** Remm1sce11ces '!/ .1.11111, a1 , · • • ' 
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Lenin dcmandcd that all functionaries should have a high sens 
of responsibility for the work entrusted, show initiativc, sclf-reliancce 
the ability to grasp the situation as a whole and sec the politicaÍ 
significance of thc questions thcy dealt with, as well as a busincss
like, practica) approach. Lenin was always sincere and outspoken. 
Irrespectivc of the rank of the person concerned, he sharply criti
ciscd incompetencc, ncgligence and a formal approach to work; he 
would not tolerate intrigues and taught people to subordinate per
sonal considerations to cheir work. Lenin told pcople the defects of 
their work candidly. \Vhen necessary, Lenin meted out strict 
punishment. Time and again, the Council of People's Commissars 
sevcrely reprimanded various institutions or their heads for failurc 
to fulfil thc decisions of the Party and government in due time, or 
for poor organisation. 

But although Lenin was highly exacting, there was nothing irri
tating or insulting in his treatment of people. \Vhcn taking someonc 
"to task", he nevcr forgot to say a fow encouraging words to him. 
Sharp in his reproof of defects, he encouragcd good work. "Time 
and time again," wrote Maxim Gorky ahout him, "I noticed quite 
dcarly marks nf sincere admiration for the talent and moral 
fibre of pcople he had hauled ovcr the coals the <lay before, 
admiration for their persrvcring hard work in the bcllish conditions 
of 1918-1921." * 

Immersed though he was in his titanic task, Lenin took a paler
nal inlerest in che living c:ondicions of the peopk around lüm, made 
a point of finding out their nccds, and saw to it that tbcy did not 
overwork themselvcs, that they bad suflicient rest and attcnded to 
thcir bealth. "Thcre \.vas always more than enough work," Krups
kaya wrote later, "but l have nevcr beard Lenin say that he had 
no time when it conccrned helping people." Yet in all this, as 
Gorky rightly pointed out, thcre was not a trace of the "sclfish con
ccrn which sorne clcvcr employcr might display for honest and ca
pable employccs. 

"No, it was the warm considcration of a true comrade, the affec
tion one has for one's equals." * * 

Lenin frequently wrote letters or notes to various organisations 
asking tbat hclp be extended to someone, and his oral instructions 
and requcsts of this naturc were even more numerous. Whenever he 
noticed somcone looking ill or cxhausted he would raisc tbe alarrn 

• f,eni11 arid Gorky, Lcuers, Reminisccnces, Document.s, 1969, p. 329 (Russ. ed.). 
· •• Remirii.1ct11cts o) Vladimir l/yich Le11in, Vol. 2, p. 269. 
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Lrnin and Krup~kaya 
among thc peasants of th•· villal{c of ~ashino. 

Volokolam~k Uyt'7.U. '.\1o~CO\\ Rcg1on 
Plwto. 1920 



Len in 
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Lc11in 1akinl{ notes of the speeches deliver<:d 
al thl' Third Congn-~s of thc Comm unist lnlernational 

Frame jrom a newsreel, 1921 

K. T imiryazcv 
Pholo, 1917 



Lcnin <ll a Ple 1a \I · f ·r · ry · cCllllg o tite Central Cornrnittee 
of thc R..C.P.(B.) 

Pito/o, 1922 

l.cnin Íll Gorki to\!Cthc1 wilh K rupSk<l) a, Ycli7.arO\"a, 
hi; ncphcw \"icu;r. and \'era, a \\Orkcr·~ daughtt'• 

P/inlu. 11122 



Prnpl~ rnme to the Housc or Trndc CJniorn; where Lenin 
líes in state 

Plwtu, .lar111my 19'11 

Al tht• Le.nin Mausoleum 
P/w/o 

and havc a doctor sent at once. And if doctors' orders went un
heeded and the comrade in question refused to takc a rcst, Lenin 
\\/ould gec the Organising Hurcau or the Política! Bureau of the 
Central Committee to adopt a special decision granting the sick 
cornrade leave of absence. Thc latter would then be obligcd to sub
rnit to Party discipline. 

Here are two of Lenin's notes, showing his touching conccrn for 
the welfare of his comrades : 

"Comrade Tsyurupa! You look ill. \Vithout loss of time, take two 
months' holiday. If you do not promise this definitcly, 1 shall com
plain to the Central Committee." 

To the Superintendenl of All-Russia C.E.C. Houscs: 
"Please be sure to make available a room in thc lst House of 

Soviets to Comrade Cecilia Sanwilovna Bohrovskaya, whom 1 
know very well as an old Party workcr. She is now living in abso
lutely intolerable conditions, and the doctors havc ordercd her to 
be transferred at once to one of the Houses of Soviets. 

"Inform my secrctariat of execution. 
" V. Ulyanov ( Lenin) 

Chairman, Council of Pcople's Commissars 
" P.S. 1 have known Bobrovskaya sincc the epoch before 1905, and 

know that she is c.apable of living in great hardships and be reticcnt 
about it cxclusively. That is why she needs urgent help." 

Here is another fact testifying to the extraordinary consideration 
Lenin showed to his fellow workers. Koticing that A. Khryash
chcva, a member of the Collegium of thc Central Statistical Board, 
ncver missed a meeting of the Council of People's Com
missars which usually ended late, he wrote thc following note 
to his secretary: "I am sorry if Khryashchcva livcs a long way off 
and has to come on foot. 

"Tell her tactfully whcn you get a chance that on days when 
thcre are no questions of statistics to be discusscd shc can lea ve ear
lier or not come at all." 

Lenin took an interest not only in the living conditions of func
tionaries, but also in their state of mind. Maxim Gorky carne to sec 
him one day and found him writing a lctter. Lenin begged to be 
excused for a moment, and continued writing. 

"I am writing to a comrade in the provinccs," he explained. "He 
sounds dispirited, tired, no doubt. 1 must cheer him up . Good 
spirits are very important!" * 

• Reminiscences ef Vladimir Ilyich Lenú1, Vol. 2, p. 266. 

27-826 417 



Lenin was somctimes visited by people who had lost faith · 
themselves and becomc discouraged by thc difficulties and har~~ 
ships, exaspcrated and tired. They invariably left him with thei. 
spirits revived and thcir faith restored. :--fo one knew better than h 

1 

how to inspire them with faith and self-confidence, vigour an~ 
cnthusiasm. 

The few instanccs citcd above give sorne idea of Lenin·s style of 
work, Lenin's principies of Party and state lcadership, his concern 
for people. 

Ali Lenin's activi9• is a splendid example oj good organisation and disci
pline, concretenes.1 and drive, exactingness towards personnel and at tite same 
time a sensilive, attentiiJe approac/1 to them. 

These are thc principies by which the Communist Party and the 
Soviet Govcrnment are guidcd in their activitics, in their dforts to 
perfect the machincry or state. 

The Peace Champion 

The trans1non to peace and the restoration of the natioual 
economy took place in an extremely complicated intcma
tional situation. The imperialists ... vere unwilling to reconcile them
sclves to their dcfcat and were hatching plans for ncw military vm
tures again'it the Soviet land. World rt'.actionaries ,.,·ere eager 
to obstruct thc ·Soviet people's dforts to restorc their shattcn:d 
economy and did everything in their powcr to prevent the normali
sation of relations v.l1ich had begun between Soviet R ussia an<l 
other statcs. Under thcsc adverse condicions the Soviet Govern
ment, with Lenin at its head, resolutely and consistcntly pursued 
a policy of pcacc and the establishment of business lies with the 
capitalist countries. Lcnin said: '"What we prize most is pcace 
and an opportunity to dcvote all our efforts to restoring our 
economy." * 

Lenin vigorously advocated rhe concept that states with differing 
social systcms could and should coexist peacefully, and fought to 
avert a new world war. 

Developing his idea on the competition between the two systems 
Lcnin said that it was a " duel between two methods, two political 
and economic systcms the communist and the capitalist". "I am 
convinccd," Lenin added , "that the Soviets will overtake and out-

* V. l. l.t-nin, Colltrt1d Works. Vol. 32, p. 115. 
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. l capitalists and that our gain will not be a purely economic 
strtP t le ,, * 
one. . regarded ¡)eaceful cocxistence and cconomic compctition 

Lenin , · 1 
ween che two opposing sy.stei:ns as a spcc1fic .form of class stru~g e 

bct n socíalism and cap1tahsm. He dcscnbcd the concess1ons 
betwee . . . k r . d d to the foreign cap1talists as a to en o cocx1stcnce an 
grantcti'tion between the two svstems. That was war on a new 
cornpe , . r. 

1 
_ the war of guns and tanks yields place to econom1c wanare. 

p ane f . 1. . . 
Strcssing the world-wide impact o socia ist ec?~om1c succc~ses. m 

Soviet Russía, Lenin said , "\:Ye are now exerc1smg our mam 1~-

íl 
ce on the international revolution through our cconomrc 

uen . . . h · d 
policy. The working people of all countncs ~1t out :xcepRt1on bal~ 
;thout exaggeration are looking to thc Soviet Russ1an epu ic. 

\\ 1 r . i· ' h This much has becn achicved. · he cap1ta 1sts cannot ms up or 
conceal anything. That is why thcy so eagcrl)~ cat~h at our cvery 
economic mistake ancl weakness. Thc strugglc m th1s fidd has ~ow 
become global. Once we solvc this problem, vve shall havc certamly 

. . 1 1 "** and finally won on an mtcrnat10na· sea c. 
T his Leninist proposition retains its ful! significance today also. 

On thc economic achievcments of the Soviet pcoplc depends the 
defencc capacity of the USSR and to a considerable e~tcnt of .the 
whole socialist community, thc possibility of counteractmg the im
perialist policy of aggrcssion and war. On thcse ª':hievcments a~so 
depcnd our possibilíties of supporting the rcvolut1onary and hb
eration movement the world over. i\nd on thcm depcnds thc 
srrength of the example of the new social syst~m, which ~s becomin? 
the best agitator for socialism with the workmg people m t~e cap1-
talist countries and the peoples who havc ca.st off colonial rule. 

Thc Soviet Governmenl, Lenin pointed out more than once, 
recognises the right of ali nations to self-detc~mination~ ind:p:n
dencc and state sovereignty; it stands for equahty of ~ations m ~n
ternational relations .and maximum satisfaction of thcir progrcss1ve 

and just aspirations. . 
He attached particular importancc to thc esta~hshment and pro-

motion of friendly relations betwecn thc Sov1c: state .and the 
Eastern countries. Early in 1921, treatics werc s1gned w1t~ I.ran, 
Aíghanistan and Turkey. Lenin carefully followed. the negot1at10~, 
had long talks with the i\fghan m ission and rcce1ved the Turk1sh 

and Iranian delegations. 

* V. l. Lcnin, Collected Works. Vol. 31, PP· 456 and 458. 

** Ibid., Vol. 32, p. 43i. 
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On Lenin's suggestion, the People's Commissariat of f orcign 
Affairs issued instructions to the plenipotentiary of the R.S .F.S.R 
in Afghanistan, which, likc the trcaties thcmselves, clcarly dcfincd 
the principies of Soviet policy with regard to thc Eastern c-ountries 
and showcd how radically this policy differed from that of the irn
perialist powcrs. ·· ... Our policy in the East," rcad thc instructions 
''is not aggressive. lt is a policy of peace and friendship. You rnus~ 
systematically in ali your work lay che emphasis on this fundamental 
principlc, and, in particular, make it the main objective of all your 
cfforts in Kabul to develop our fricndship with Afghanistan. Fricnd
ship presupposes mutual assistance, and in keeping with our desire 
to do our ucmost to promote the development and thc prosperity of 
a friendly Afghan state, wc are prepared in this peaceful spherc to 
render it evrry possible assistance." 

The Soviet Govcrnment was anxious to establish diplomatic rcla
tions wilh China. Thc Octobcr Revolution and the just !Orcign 
policy of the Soviet Government in the East were warmly wcl
comed by broad sections of the Chínese population. 

Howevcr, the reactionary Peking Government, under impcrialist 
pressurc, refüsc<l to sign a treaty with the R . .S.F.S.R. Rccciving the 
hcad oí thc Chincsc mission on thc eve of the lattcr's departure, 
Lenín cxpresscd the hope that ties between China and Soviet R us
sia would be strengthened in spite of all obstacles. The Pcoplc's 
Commissariat of Foreign Affairs also sent a letter to Sun Yat-sen, 
hcad or thc :\1'ational Govcrnment in Canton, tendcring fraternal 
~reetings and proposing a resumption of trade bctween Soviet Rus
sia and China. In his reply, Sun Yat-sen expressed the hope that 
friendly rclations between Soviet Russia and China would be estab
lished as soon as the reactionaries in China had been dcalt with. H< 
ended his lettcr with best wishes to "my friend Lcnin and to ali 
who havc done so much for the cause of human libcrty". 

Soviet foreign policy in the East was a powerful moral and politi
cal support to the peoplcs of thc colonial and semi-colonial countries in 
thcir fight for freedom and independence. In chis connection, Lenin 
pointed out that the Soviet Government was acting not only as 
a reprcsentativc of the workers of ali countries, but also as a repre
scntative of thc opprcssed pcoples, that the Bolsheviks were creating 
a complctely new type of international relations that would give 
ali enslavcd pcoplc the opportunity to free themselves from 
the impcrialist yoke. 

An cxample of thc new and unprecedentcd typc of relations 
between countriC':S in which the people held the reins of government 
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the establishment, in 1921, of fraternal rclations bct"".een Soviet 
was ia and Mongolia, whose working masses, with the help of the Ru: Army, had defoated the foreign intervcntionists and feudal 
Re , d . D . h tionaries and set up pcopk s emocratrc govcrnment. unng t e 
rc~'ctv negotiations in November 192 l, Lenin rec-ciYed a dclcgation 
cn:a , G ¡· '1 l. fi rn the People's Party and the overnmcnt o .~ ongo ia, 
~o ded by Sühe-Baater, the leader of the Mongolian people. 
L:~in warned the delegation of thc danger of im~erialist 
cncroachment on .Ylongolia, saying that thc only corrcct thmg the 
working people of Mongolia could do was ro fight for state and 
economic independence in alliance with thc workers and peasants 
of Soviet Russia. . . . . 

Normal relations were gradually establishcd wtth thc cap1tahst 
countries. Lenin believed that economic tics a~d ~he de:elopme~t 
of mutually advantageous trade were principal factors m 
promoting peaceful coexisten ce bct w<·en the s~ates with diflere~1t 
social systems. He said that thc ~:apitalist cou.ntnes, ~oo, w~uld, g~m 
from cstablishing and strengthenmg commcrcial rclat1ons w1th Soviet 
Russia, that they were impelled to do so by a fo~ce greater 
than thc dcsirc, the will, and the decision of any host1lc govern
ment or class; this force , he said, was thc general world-wide 
economic relationship. . 

"1 knov.- of no rcason why a socialistic commonwcalth like ours 
cannot do business indefinitcly with capitalist ic cou ntrics," Lenin 
said in an interview with a forcign rnrrespondent. "\'\'e don't 
mind taking their capitalistic locomotives anc.I farming machinery, 
so why should they mind taking olJr socialistic wheat, flax and 
platinum. Socialistic corn tastes the same as any other corn, 
do es it not?" * 

Lenin devoted a good deal of attention to the ncgotiations of 
a trade agreement with Britain, signed in March 1921. S~mewhat 
later a temporary trade agreement was also conclud.e~ ~1~h. ~er
many and tradc talks were held with Ital~1 • On Lenm s ~mtiat1v~, 
the Soviet Government took stcps to establ1sh tradc and d1plomat1c 
relations with the Unitcd States of America. 

In 1920, a U.S. busincssman and jour:1alist, Wash!ngton Vander
lip, carne to Soviet Russia to . ~cgouatc conccss10ns, a~? was 
received bv Lenin. Lenin latcr sm1hngly rclatcd thal Vande1 hp had. 
told him that people in America believcd Lcnin borc the .brand oí 
Satan and that he ought surcly to have horns. Vanderl1p added 

"' V. J. Lenin, Cullecled Worh, Vol. 42, p . 177. 
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that he would have to tell thcm as an eye-witness that this was n 
tru~. ~y that. time the more far-sighted and sober-mindcd t.;.~'. 
ca~1tahsts reahscd that w.hatever nonscnse the bourgeois press might 
wnte about thc Bolshev1ks, one could and should ncgotiate witl 
them. Howcver, at that time the L"nited States rejected the So,ie~ 
Governmcnt's ofTcr to establish trade relations. 

Lcnin wiscly guidcd the foreign palicy of the Soviet state. G. Chi
cherin, t~e then People'~ ~m~i~s~r of Forcign Affairs, writing 
about th1s aspect of Lcmn·s act1v1oes, tells us: "Vladimir llyich 
always made a most brilliant analysis of the diplomatic situation 
grasping thc essence. ?f every. qu_estion ~t cm~e and giving 
it the broadcst poht1cal eluc1dat1on. H1s adv1cc (often he 
w~uld cven suggcsl the wordjng of a reply to a foreign government) 
m1ght serve as a model of diplomatic skill and flcxibility." * 

I .cnin's pcrspicacity and his profound understanding of th<' 
balance of forces on the intcrnational scene wcrc clearly manifcsted 
during the intcrnational economic conference in Genoa in 1922. He 
was appointcd chairman of the Soviet delegation tp this confcrenc.:c. 
He intcnded to go to Genoa to present tlÍe Soviet position in pcr
son, but prcssure of other government duties and the unsatisfactory 
condition of his health prevented him from going. However, thc 
Central Committcc directives written bv Lenin, and his ktters and 
lelegrams to Chicherin defined in dctail, lhe tasks and tht:: behaviour 
of the Soviet representatives at the Genoa Confcrence. 

Lenin pointcd out that thc Soviet delegation had a twofold mis
sion: íirstly, to fight for peace and economic co-operation among 
thc nations, and, secondly, to sccure the establishment of business 
relations bctween Soviet Russia and the capitalist countries. 
Accordingly, Lcnin worked out a set of proposals, which the So\'iet 
delegation submitted to the confercnce. A statemcnt read by Chi
cherin at the first plenary sitting of thc conference pointed out that 
the prescnt historical epoch made "the parallel existencc of the old 
system and thc burgconing ncw social system quite possible". The 
conditions for the peaccful coexistence of the states with differcnt 
social systcms, it said, were: non-interferencc in interna! affairs, 
non-aggression, complete equality, mutual advantagc, resolution of 
conflicts by pcacefül means and cconomic, política! and cultural co· 
operation. Thc proposal for a general reduction of armaments was 
thc most importanl point made in thc Soviet declaration, which 
was workcd out on Lenin's instructions. 

• Reminism1m of Vladimir Ilyicl1 únin, Vol. 3, pp. 477-78. 
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'fhc Russian delegation, Chichcrin told the conlercncc on April 
¡O, J922, intended "to propuse a general reduction of armamcnts 
and to support any othcr proposals aimed at allcvialing the burden 
¡inp0sed by militarism, provided the armed forces of ali states be 
reduced and the existing rules of warfarc be supplemented by 
a total prohibition of its most barbarous forms, namel). poison 
gases, aerial warfare, etc., and especially thc use oí weapons of de
struction against the civilian population". 

"Russia," he said, "is naturally prepared to efTect a reduction of 
her own armaments on terms of full and unqualificd reciprocity 
and on the provision of corrcsponding guarantecs against any 
attack or intervention in her interna! affairs." * 

Such was Lenin's platform of struggle for pcace, the noble tradi
tions of which have been and still are continued by Soviet foreign 

policy. 
The Soviet delegation at the Gcnoa Confcrence, wrote Lenin, 

should not insist on prescnling its broad programme in the form of 

an ultimatum. 
"You do not want an extensivc onc, let's havc a narrowcr onc .... 
"We shall accept even the narrowc~n onc, but we shall not accept 

anything disadvantageous. We shall nol submit to ultimatums. If 
you want only 'to trade' -let's havc it, b1;1t wc shall not buy a pig 
in a poke, and will not make any dcal without calculating any 
'claims' to tite last kopek." Warning the Soviet delcgation that any 
fundamental concessions or curtailing of the right~ of the Soviet 
statc were out of thc question , Lenin wrote: "VVe are not thc least 
bit afraid of a break clown: we shall havc an cven bettcr conference 
tomorrow. Isolation and blockade will no longer intimidate us, nor 

will intervention." ** 
The imperialist governmcnts at thc Genoa Confercnce demandéd 

that the Soviet state pay ali the debts of the tsarist govcrnment and 
return to the foreign capitalists the factorics nationalised after th.e 
October Revolution. What they actually wantcd was the restoration 
of private ownership of industrial enterpriscs, and thc abolition of 
the state ownership established in R ussia. Acting on Lcnin's instruc
tions, thc Soviet delegation rcpelled the impcrialist incursions on 
the sovercignty of thc Soviet state and rejected their impudent 
demands, which were aimed at thc economic and political enslave
men t of the Soviet Republic, abolition of thc Soviet power and 

* Documenlson l!.S.S.R. Foreig11 Policy, Vol. V, Moscow, 1961, p. 193 (Russ. cd.). 

0 V. l. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 15, p. 463. 
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reduction of Russia to a semi-colonial appendage of worl<l 
capitalism. 
. ~oreovcr, ?Y pursuing a firm and at once flexible polic), the 

Soviet delegat1on was able to take advantage of thc decp-going con
tradictions within the impcrialist camp to prevent the capitalist 
states from forming a united front against the Soviet Republic. In 
the course of thc confercnce, a Soviet-German treaty providing for 
restoration of normal diplomatic relations between thc R.S.F.S.R. 
and Germany and the development of mutually advantagcous 
economic rclations, was signcd at Rapallo (Italy). 

Noting that thc Treaty of Rapallo was founded on the principie 
of peaceful cocxistence of the n.vo systems, Lenin drew the impoitant 
conclusion that such peaciful, businesslike ralations based on equality between 
states with different social systems ojfered the only correct way out of the in
ternational dijficulties, the chaos and danger of war. * 

Striking cvidcnce of the pcaceful policy of the Soviet statc was 
Lcnin's proposal to include in the agenda of the Third Session of 
the All-Russia Central Executive Committee (Ninth Convocation) 
in May 1922 thc question of rcducing the Red Army. 

Characterising the general line of Soviet foreign policy, Lenin 
told Stalin in August 1922: 

"Our path is the corrcct one: we stand for peace and agreemen t, 
but we are opposcd to shacklcs and shackling terms in agrecmcnts. 
\Ve must ¡.,rrip the helm firmly and steer our own course, submittin~ 
neither to flattcry nor intimidation." 

The socialist statc, Lenin said , can and must, if ncccssary, make 
compromises with the bourgeois states in foreign policy. The impor
tant thing is that a compromise made by a socialist state should 
bencfit socialism and meet thc common basic intcrcsts of the 
international libcration movement, the interests of progress and 
peace. 

A compromise implies reciproca} concessions. While recognising 
political concessions on our part, Lenin noted that these should not 
be made "unless wc receive in return more or less equivalent con
cessions from the international bourgeoisie to Soviet Russia, or to 
the other contingents of the international proletariat which is fight
ing capitalism". ** 

With the o~ject of pcaccful coexistence the socialist state is prc
pared to makc ccrtain concessions in its relations with the capitalist 

* Cf. Lenin, Collecled Works, Vol. 33, pp. 356-57. 
** /bid.~ p. 332. 
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untries. [t stands lo reason, however, thal thesc concessions 
~ould not affect the principies of communism, the foundations of 
~rolctarian power, and that they should not injurc the sovcreignty 
of the socialist state. 

In view of the famine in Russia. Lenin considercd it necessary for 
che country to take advantage of every possible opportunity to 
obtain food from abroad. But the Soviet Government repulsed the 
actempts of U .S., British and French capitalists to undermine Soviet 
sovcreignty and interferc in the domestic affairs of the Soviet 
Republic under the guise of "help to the hungry' '. Lcnin referred 
indignantly to the "foul American traders" of the American Relief 
Administration,65 and pointed out that they should "absolutely 
refrain not only from political bul also from administrative interfer
ence". The Soviet Government also firmly rcjectcd thc demand of 
the International Aid Russia Committec of the Supreme Allied 
Council to control distribution of thc food it sent and to dispatch 
a "committee of experts" to Soviet R ussia. Len in describcd this as 
an attcmpt to set up a "cloak and dagger committec" and was 
deeply annoyed by the Allied demand. "Thcre can be no question 
of vieldinO' here" he wrotc to the Political Bureau, and suggestcd 

J ::.. ' sending in reply "a sharply wordcd note of refusal". * Such a note 
was, indeed, dispatchcd. 

Lcnin procee<led from the fact that rccognition by Communists of 
thc need and possibility of the peacrful coexistence of the two sys
tems does not exclude .but prcsupposes the struggle bctwecn social
ism and capitalism. exposure of imperialism and an irreconcilable 
struggle against bourgeois ideology, thc socialist state's support. of 
national liberation movcments and thc class struggle of the workmg 
pcople in capitalist countries. 

In Lenin's opinion pcaceful coexistence depended not only on the 
attitude of the Soviet Governmcnt, but also on that of the capitalist 
governments. Peaceful coexistence of the two systcms would be 
enduring only if the policy of peace were mutual. Lenin warned the 
imperialist governments that the Soviet Republic would nevcr sub
mit to diktat or pressure, that it was not afraid of threats. 

Lenin called on the Party and thc working people to strengthen 
thc defensive might of the Soviet statc, sii:cc thcre ~cr~ iníluent~al 
parties, politicians and financia] magnates m thc cap1tahst count:1es 
who wanted war and were planning to launch a ncw attack agamst 

thc Soviet Republic. 

• lbid., Vol. 45, p. 254; Vol. 42, p. 340. 
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Lenin denounced unjust imperialist wars. He describcd worJct 
wars as a foul crimc and a betrayal of civilisation and culture. He 
warned that thc use of powcrful tcchnological gains for the annihi
lation of millions of people and the employment of the producti\'e 
forces for war would inevitably undermine the very foundations of 
human society. 

What Lenin said applies doubly to our time, when the scicntifi.c 
and technological revolution, actuated in the mili tal)' field by thc de
velopment of thermonuclear weapons, has created the threat of total 
destruction to cntire countries and nations if the imperialists should 
start a new world war. 

Lenin never tired of urging vigorous struggle against imperialist 
wars. He strcssed the nccd for "the greatest possible number of thc 
simplest and most obvious decisions and measures that would ccr
tainly lead to pcace, if not to che complete elimination of the war 
danger''. * Lenin pointed out that the masses played the decisive 
role in the preven tion of war. 

Lenin said that the victory of socialist revolution in a few coun
tries would crea te the possibility of prcventing world wars. * * De
vclopments have borne out Lcnin's conjecture. World war has ccascd 
to be inevitable since socialist revolutions havc triumphcd in 
a number of European and Asían countries, a world socialist system 
has arisen and grown stronger and a powerful pcace movement has 
developcd all over the world. In our time world war can be pre
vented. Acting on Lcnin's ideas, the Communist Party of the Soviet 
Union and the Soviet Government havc advanced a programme of 
general and complete disarmament under strict international con
trol as the most radical way of securing lasting peace. True to 
Lenin's principies, the Soviet Communist Party holds high the ban
ner of peace and intcrnational friendship. 

Third Congress of the Cornrnunist lnternational 

The Third Congress of thc Communist lnternational was held in 
the latter part of June and thc beginning of July 1921. Lenin was 
elected its honorary chairman. 

Thc key item on thc agenda of the Third Congrcss was the ques
tion of the ways o[ the furthcr development of thc communist 

* V. l. Lcnin, CoJ/ected Works, Vol. 33, p. 386. 
** /bid., Vol. 21, p. 40; Vol. '.33, pp. 112, 132. 
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d t Ctl.cs of the Communist International. thc strategy an ª · 
01ovcment, · e' ' d alvsis o[ the balance of class forces at 

. O'ave a pro1oun an , . . ¡· h d 
Lenm º . l l F' tly international impena L~m a 

· at1onal eve · rrs ' 11 d the mtern r S ,· t Russia and had been compc e 
Provcd incapable of.strang i_ng .tº"t1oe en ter in to commercial relations 

· e or hall-recogmsc l , . f1 
ro recogms . R bl' exerting a powerful 10 uence on . Th Soviet epu ic was [ h 
with 1t. e . tº ¡ li'beration movcment o t e 

1 t of tbe interna 10na . . 
thc dcve opmen l h ·k· g class of the cap1tahst coun-

. Je Second y t e woi m . " 
workmg peop . ' . st Parties cverywhcre, wh1ch are 
tries had already set up Commum t "ards winning the majority of 

. ak' g steady progress º'"' f h 
growmg, m I~ " Th'rdly the working masses o t e 
the proletariat m each c?untry . . i h~ch rorro the vast majority 

. d · l mal countnes w 1 1' 
colonial an sem1-co ~ " w' actin as independent revolu-
of the carth's populat10n, are ºº. ~cat deal of combustible 
tionary factors". In thes~ cou;t~:e~,:S ~ uit.c likely thcrefore that 
material had accumulate an d l tions may break out thcre 
"insurrections, great battles an rcvo '1,, * , 

1 d verv suddenly too · 11· sooncr or ater, an : , '· , . . ·e to thc attaining of an a iance 
Lenin altached spec1al impoi tanc . . thc capitalist countries, 

of the work~ng class w~th thc. :.ca:~~l:i~ºon a world-widc scale, in 
in thc colomes and ~em1-CO~?';~~' whole intcrnational working dass 
the form of an alhanc~ oh lonies semi-colonies, and young 
wit~ the peasantry ol t f~e~º them~elvcs from imperialist . rul~. 
nauonal states that l~ad . if d tcchnological revolution is 

Today ' when the m1ghtyh:Cihe~t itch ª~cveloped ~apiralist countries 
. . tl1e re.sult of w te m e . d . b 
m progt cs.5, . . " f h r ral populauon an ' at t e 
is a rapid red~cu~n m the :~e~ ~n~ r~le of the intelligentsia and 
same time, a nse m tb~ ~u. intain chat for the majority of 
the middle ~trata, .re,'·is1001sts.t:~ on the alliancc of thc working 
thcse countnes Lcnm s propos1 . . ifi anee 'fhis is not true. 

. h t has lost its s1gn 1c · 
class w1th t e peasan ry . h , . ally of the working class. 

. t remams t e mam l 
The workmg peasan ry . in s eaking of the peasantry, ~so 
Here it must be notcd that Lenm, .P 1 Thus in drawmg 
had in mind petty-bourgeois stra~ fim ~~~~;¡~~ a fir:O alliance of 
attcn tion to the fact that thc nce or. of the most difficult 

. l 'th tl peasan try is onc . 
the workmg e ass \.~1 le . d socialist construction, which 
tasks of the proletan~n ~evolut10~. an . th pcrhaps, the sale excep
will confront all capitahst c~untr ies w1 , 

tion of Britain, Len in explamed: B ºt ·n iºt must not be forgotten 
· gard to n ai 

"However, even m re t' s thcre constitule only a very 
that, while the small tenant armer. 

, 1 32 p 454 and 478-79. * v. l. Lenin, Cotlect.ed Works, \:o· ' p · 
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sm_all class, the perc~ntage of workers and office employces who 
enJOY a pctty-bourgco1s standard of living is exceptionally high d 
to. t~e, actual _enslavcment of hundreds of millions of pe'op'k u~ 
Bntam s colonial possessions. 

111 

'~Hence, fro?l thc standpoint of development of the world prole
tanan revolut1on as a single proces.s, the epoch Russia is pass· 
thr?ugh is significant as a practica] test and a verification of ~~g 

1 f 1 . . le po 1cy o a pro etanat m power towards the mass of the pett . 
bourgcoisie." * ) 

With regard_ t~ thc intelligentsia, Lenin frequently stressed thc 
need to draw 1t mto the emancipation struggle of the proletariat. 
!n a letter to. Cha~les P. Steinmetz, the famous American specialist 
111 power engmccnng, Lenin rcmarked that "in ali the countries of 
:he :-V~rld thcre is growing- more slowly than one would like, but 
tr~es1stibly and unswervingly-the number of representativcs of 
s~1ence, lcchno.logy, art, who are becoming convinced of the neces
slty of rcplacmg capitalism by a d iffcrent socio-economic sys
tcm ... " .** 

As Lc~in pointcd out in his speeches at the Third Congress, the 
change¡, m the _wo~ld that had taken place sincc the lasl congress, 
such as the c~p1tal1st of!"cnsive against the working class, thc deíeat 
o~ th~ revolutionary actions of the prolctariat in a number of coun
tncs m 1920-21, and thc clear indication5 of a slowing clown in the 
devdopment of thc revolutionary movemcnt as a whole callt:d for 
a radical modification of tactics on the parl of the Com~unist Par
ties. _By the time of the Third Congress, thc number of Communist 
Parucs ha? grown substantially: thc Congress was attended by 
delegates from 48 parlies. But this armv of Communists Lcnin 
wrote, _was still poorly organised and po~rly versed in th~ art of 
revolut1onary leadcrship. It was necessary to re-orient the work of 
the Communist Partics, placing the accent on struggle to win over 
thc masses, t~ r~lly them around the working-class vanguard, to win 
over the maJonty of thc proletaríat. 

H~wcver, "Left" elcmcnts undercstimated the necd for systcmatic, 
persistent day-to-day work among thc masses and instead preached 
the so-callcd "thcory of offensive", the substance of which was that 
thc Party should always adhcrc to offensíve tactics regardlcss of 
whether thc nccessary objectivc conditions for revolutionary action 

* V. l. Lf'nin, Coflecttd Works, Vol. 32. p. 456. 
** !bid., Vol. 35. p. 552. 
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existed or whether thc Party had thc support of thc broad working 

rnasscs. . . . 
Discu~ion of the quesuon of tacllcs at thc Cong-ress ccntrcd on 

the theses drawn up by the Russian delegation, which took account 
of thc opinions of other delegations. Lcnin's speech at thc Congress 
in defence of the theses on the tactics of the Communist Interna
tional is an example of the art of persuasion. Evcrywhcrc Lenin 
\,·aged the ideological struggle in differentiated form. lt ~as one 
thing when it was directed against the class cnemy, agamst the 
ideological henchmen of capitalism. And anothcr thing when it 
concerned the struggle of ideas within thc communist movemcnt; in 
this case Lenín saw it as his task not only to light against mistaken 
and harmful vie\vs, but also primarily to draw back to correct posí
tions in the movement comrades ·who had temporarily strayed; here 
he rcgarded comradely polemics as the main mcthod. The con
gresses of the Communist International .. ven:· charactcrised by free, 
democratic discussion of problems, collectivc drafting of documents, 
and truly comradcly, cqual co-operalion of thc reprcsentatives of 
the Com~unist Partics. Todav also thc CPSU and its Central Com
mittec are guided by thcse L~niníst principks in thcir mutual rcla-
tions with fraternal parties and in thcir activity at international 
meetings of Communists. 

Lenin completely demolished ali thc argument~ of thc "Lefts". 
The tactics of the Communisl :Parties, he said, had to be based on 
the fact that the first ..,,·ave of revolution was on the ebb and the 
second had not vet risen. The Corrununists had to rcalise that the 
pace of revolutio~ary devclopmcnt had slackcned, they had to l~arn 
from the cxperience of defeats and prepare for the ncw revoluuon
ary upsurge. The principal task of the Commu11ist Parties in the capita~ist 
countries was to win ouer the majority of tite working rlass, of ali worktng 
people, to the side oJ communism, and anyone who failed to understand this 
was seriously damaging the communist movement. 

Subjecting the notorious ' ºtheory of offensive" to annihilating 
criticism, Lenin pointed out that this "theory" was noth~ng b~t a pet
ty-bourgeois view on revolution, which was fraught ~1th d1sastrous 
setbacks for the Communist Parties and the workmg class, and 
which at the same time placed a dangerous weapon into the hands 
of the rcformist, Right-wing opportunist ckrnents. It was not 
a question of whether revolutionary action w~s permissible or not. 
This could not be qucstioned by a rcvolut1onary parly. lt was 
a qucstion of v>'hethcr the conditions _were ripc ~or rev?lutio~ary 
action, of whcther such action was dcstrable and t1mely m a g1ven 
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situation. In order to win the revolution and to retain power Le · 
taught, thc Party must have the majority of the working 'p niln 
b h

. d . . . . eop e 
e m 1t mcanmg not only thc maJonty of thc working class b 
Is h . . f ' • Ut 

a o t e maJOnty o thc cxploited and the oppressed. And lo . · 
h f h 

. . g,un 
t e support o .t e maJ~nt~ of the working people, it is necessary to 
work out thc nght tact1cs m the fight to win the masses to learn t 
lead the revolutionary movement. ' 

0 

Lenin's speech convinced the \•lavering delegares of th 
need for the Co~munist Panics to turn towards the masses. Th: 
theses on thc tact1cs of the Communist lnternational \Vere adopted 
by the Congress. 
. The agenda of the Congress included the question of organisa

tlon,. of the mct~ods and content of the work of the Communist 
P~rt1es. ~· Kuusmen was assigned thc task of drafting the thcses on 
tlus quesuon. "This task," Kuusinen wrote later, "was carried out 
p~rtl~ on thc persona~ advi.ce o.f ü~mrad~ Lenin, and partly by 
di ~wmg cm the pknnful d1rect10n m articlcs he had previously 
wnttcn." * Lenin rcad the draft and madc a number of rernarks 
su.ggesting amo_ng othcr things, that the draft <leal in grcater detaii 
w1lh the need ior cveryday rcvolutionary work on the part of evcry 
Party membcr, and w1th t~e work of the ~ommunist Parties among 
lhe masses of thc unorgarnscd and orgarnsed proletariat and also 
thc non-prolctarian sections of the working peoplc. Afte; the drafc 
had been editecl wilh the participation of the Gcrman Communist 
V\lilhclm Konen, the thescs were submitted for discussion to thc 
Congress and aclopted. 

Man y of the delegares at rhc Congress had never scen Lenin and 
now, aftcr hearing him speak and having a chance to talk to him , 
werc ali struck by the fact that they had never met anyone likc him 
befare. Thc French Communist, Paul Vaillant-Coutmicr wrote: 

''.~ladimir Ilyich was and still is the personification of ~caseless 
acttv1ty, and at the samc time a Marxist from head to foot. Contact 
with hi~ had the dfcct ~f a gust of wind sweeping into a stuffy 
room j 1t refrcshcd the mmd burdened py prejudicc and formal 
doclrmcs .... 

"Lenin, the intellectual, could think Iike a worker. Lenin, the 
orator, spokc without rhetoric or bombast. The man who had 
shaken th~ wholc w~rl.d, whose mind was constantly absorbing ali 
that comt1tulcd the hvmg breath of that world, this man to the end 

* lmi11 11111/ tlu lntmwtit>nrit Working-Class iHomm1ent. Reminisce11us, Vol. !, Mos
cow, 19:l I, p. 56 (Russ. ed.). 
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of bis life preserved a remarkablc ability to feel and to thin~ like 
Chincse coolie or a Negro portcr. The oppressed Annam1te or 

~indu wcre as much an open book to hi~ as the Leningrad .m~t~l-
ker the París tcxtilc worker, the mmer from New Virginia. 

\.,,or , 
Lenin was the pcrfect type of the new man ; he was for us the pro-

totype of the fu tu re." * . . 
Lenin elaboratcd the idea of the umted workmg-class front 

adopted by the Communist Partics. "'I_'he ,purr<?se .and sen.se of the 
ctics of the united front," wrote Lenm, cons1st m drawmg more 

ca · · 1 
and more masses of the workers into the struggle agamst cap1ta 
ven jf it meaos making repeated offers to the leadcrs of the II and 

e h "** A L . ' n 1 ¡ lnternationals 66 to wagc this struggle togct er. t cmn s 
sug~estion and in line with his pn:cepts thc Exccutive Committe~ of 
the Communist International worked out the theses on the umted 
working-class front and on the attitude to workers belonging to the 
Sccond~ Two-and-a-Half and Amstcrdam Intcrnationals, as well as 
to workcrs supporting anarcho-syndicalist organisations. . 

The question of the united front carne sharply to the fore m the 
bcginning of 1922 in conne~tion with the preparati~ns for a confer-, 
ence of thc thrce Internat10nals thc Second, che fwo-and-a-Halt 
and the Communist. Lcnin held that thi:s conference would give the 
Communists an opportunily to extcnd thc struggle for working-class 
unity, and expose the crroncous political position of the Right-wing 
socialists. BriefinO' the Comintern delegates to thc conference, he 
pointed out tha~ for the sake of reaching agreement discussion 
should be confined to the lcast controversia! questions. 

In the articlcs "New Times and Old Mistakes in a ~ew Guise" 
and "Notes of a Publicist", in letters to members of thc ""orking
class movement and thc Communist Parties of diffcrent countries-to 
Thomas Bell, Gennan Communists, and Polish Communists, and 
also in other documents, Lenin explained the importance of the 
decisions of the Third Congress of the Communist Interna~ional, 
questions of the building of truly communist, truly rev?lutiona~ 
parties- parties of a new type, their strategy and tact1cs. Le~m 
again stressed the need for a struggle o~ two fronts-: both aga1.nst 
petty-bourgeois reformism concealed behm? democr~t1': and social
ist phraseology, and against petty-bourgco1s revolut10msm-mena.c
ing, blustering and boastful in words, but a mere. bubble of d1s
unity, disruption and brainlcssncss in dceds - takmg account of 

* Remi11iscences o.f Vladimir /lj·ich Lenin, Vol. 5, p. 113. 
**V. l. Lenin, Col/ected Works, Vol. 42. p. 111. 
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changes in thc forms of Right-wing and "Left-wing" ºPf)O t ·. · · . . r un1sm 
m a g1ven concrete s1tuat10n. * 

In January 1922. the First Congress of Revolutionary Or · 
tions of the Far East was held in Moscow. attcnded by deglanisa. 
f ch· J · . egates rom ma, apan. Indonesia and Mongolia. Lenin whose h 1 h 
d.d · h. • ea t 

l not pcrm1t 1m to be present at the Congres.s im·ited del. h" ' (gales 
to IS home. As Sen Katayama, founder of the Communist Party of 
!apan, subsequently related, Lenin spoke to each of the delcgations 
m t~rn, so that ali of .them hea~d each other's questions and Lenin's 
r~phes t~ them. lle d 1scu~sed w1th each delegation the specific ques
t10ns of mtercst to the g1vcn country and problems relating to thc 
Far E~t as a who lc. Above all he stressed thc need to unite the 
~evolu.t1~nary forces of all countries in the struggle against 
1mpenalism. 

Lcnin , writcs. Sen Katayama, '\vas vcry attentivc to evcryonc 
wh~ spokc to h1m. He was also a vcry good listcncr. His answcrs 
s~t1sficd and encouraged everyone. \Ve all fclt períectly at ease with 
lum. He was a fine conversationalist and ali of us wcre intercstcd in 
c.verything he .had to say. Comradc Lenin gavc many useful suggcs
hons and adv1c:c to eac~ dclegation in this brief but extremely im
portant talk w1th thc Congress dclegates". ** 
. Strong, indissoluble links bound the Soviet people and the work
mg peoplc of the whole world . Lenin's partv reallv has done the 
utmost _possibk in it.s e~untry for tl~e devei'opmeo't, supporl and 
awakenmg of rcvolut1on m ali countnes. In their turn, the popular 
masses of the capitalist, colonial and dependen! countrics have 
sdflcssly, supported t!1e world's first socialist republic. 

The Soviet pcople s dforts to restare their devastated economv 
and build a ncw soci~ty evoked the greatest admiration, sympath}:. 
and support of workmg people the world over. 

": .. Wc do .not brlieve what is in the subsidised capitalist press, 
a~ams~ Russ1a and you,'' an American workcr, named S. Kanc, 
wr?te .m a ktter to Len in. " \Ve believe, that it is no more a Par
ad1se m Russia, for the Parasites, Exploiters and other Crooks and 
Scoundrels, like here in this Country, but it dawns herc sure. Ir 
takes a whilc, till the masses are Educated, whcre their Interests 
ar~. Ig~orancc or the masses is thc great curse, whereby thc Capi
lahst Scoundrels and thcir hirelings, are able to exist yet. 

* V. l. Len in, Coiltcted Wnrks, Vol. 33, p. 21. 
** Reminim11m oj l'ladirnir llfich Lmin, Vol. 5, p. 438. 
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"Keep on, in the good work, for a free world for thc Workers, we 
are. the workers, with you, and do our best, for the good cause."* 

A movement to aid Soviet R ussia in her fight against famine and 
cconomic dislocation had been started at that time among the 
workers in the capitalist countries. A numbcr of groups of foreign 
workers carne to Russia ro help restore the national economy. Lenin 
deeply appreciated this tangible manifestation of proletarian inter
nationalism and stressed the significancc of the fraternal support 
which the workers of the whole world were rendering the Soviet 
country in building up its socialist economy. 

Economic Retreat Ends. 
Eleventh Congress of the R.C.P .(B.) 

Lenin worked strenuously, with nearly no rest. Though he him
self constantly urgcd his comrades to take proper care of their 
health, he brushed asidc all appeals made to him to take a good 
rest himself, insisting that for thc time being what he callcd " cur
rent repairs" would suffice. By thc cnd of 1921, however, his hcalth 
deterioratcd. The years of underground work and cmigration, 
extreme overwork and, especially, the eflects of thc serious wound 
in 1918, took their toll. On December 6, 1921, he was givcn a vaca
tion and moved to Gorki. " I am terribly tircd. I've got insomnia. 
I am going away for trcatment," he wrote to ~axim Gorky. 

On severa! occasions he went for a brief holiday to the village of 
Kostino ' now the town of Kaliningrad, Moscow Region), wherc he 
stayed in a peasant cottage. He rose early and went for walks. One 
of his favourite routes led to a grove of century-old oaks not far 
from the cottage. Sometimes he would take a shovel and clear of 
snow the paths around the house. Occasionally he went o ut shoot
ing. But nothing could takc his mind off his work. H e likcd to meet 
and talk with the pcasants. Every day he received a large package 
of newspapers, letters and document5 of all kinds from Moscow. All 
this kept him busy, and the light in thc window of his cottage 
would burn deep into the night. 

At the end of December, the Eleventh All-Russia Party Confer
cncc and the Ninth Congress of Soviets were hcld. Lenin was un
able to attend the conference, but carne to che Congress and took 
an active part in it. 

• Kommunist No. 3, 1960, p. 4. 
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On Dccembcr 31, thc Political Burcau of the Central Com · 
d d d 

· · . mHtec 
~ opte a cc1S1on gra~tmg Lenin six weeks' leave, which was sub. 
scquently extended unt1l the Elcvcnth Congress of the Party B · 
ali these months Lenin continued to examine all important ~ ut 

111 

He wrote articks and draftcd directives and decisions took at~c~s. 
th . f t p l ' pan 111 e meeungs o. t ie o itical Bureau and Plenary Mectings of the 
Central Commmee, gavc instructions over the telephonr and 
1 d

. p ' met 
ea mg art> and governmen1 runctionaries. 

Lenin preparcd ~igorously for the Eleventh Congress of th 
Party. He took ~art m drafting decisions on the basic questions an~ 
drew .º~ an o~tlmc for the Central Committee's political rcport. In 
su_bm1umg t~s plan to the Plcnary Meeting of the Central Com
m1ttee, Le~m asked tha_t he he excuscd from attcnding it on 
gro~nds. of 1ll hcal th, addmg that if his presence were req uir<'d for 
cluc1datmg the plan he \.vould certainly apr>car at "two or th . 
lo .• ···" 'fh'. , r ret l ,u~'S, nohc< . is 1s ~nother of the many instances demonstrating 
Lc.nm s ?eep res~ect íor the Central Committee as a collective 
organ of leadcrsh1p. 

Th_e Congress opened on March 27, 1922. Lenin delivered the 
opcn~g spccch and the political report of the Central Committee. 
He. said rhat the results of the first ycar of the '.\lew Economic 
Pohcy had fully _confirmed its worth. He advanced a new task to 
l~alt the e~onom1c_ rctrcat and pass over to preparations for a deci
s1ve offcns1v(' agamst the capitalist dements. 

I:er~~n r~ote<l th~t ~ dc~perat~ struggle was going on between 
sociahsm and cap1taltsm m wluch the question "who ·11 b .. h » b · > Wl (al 
w om .' ':"ªs emg decided, and expressed his deep com·iction tbat 
thc soc1altsc ~t:~em would p:ovc _the stronger and \'>:ould incvitably 
beat the capttahst ~lcment. l he ~~w Economic Policy fully guaran
teed~ both ~conom1cally_ a~d poht1cally, the possibility of building 
th.e ioundat10ns of a soc1~ltst economy. Thc main thing ºº"" was to 
l:ar_n_ how to run the e,co~omy properly in order to defcat privatc 
capital. The fate of Soviet power the fa.te of · 1· · lí' 
d d d 

. , socia 1sm itse , 
epen e on Jt. 

_In thc polit~cal report of the Central Committee and in his sum
mmg up, Lemn revcaled and sharply criticised the shortcomings in 
the conduct of the New Economic Policy, thc Party's guidan~e of 
the eco~omy, a~d. th~ \~ork of the government machinery. He said 
that t?~ _Party is mvmc1blc when it is not afraid of criticism and 
self-cnt:7,1~m, <loes no~ cover up its shortcomings and n:ctifics 
them. l ~1e p~oletariat," he said, "is not afraid to admit 
Lhat certam thmgs in the revolution went off magnificently, 
and that others wcnt a\•'rv Ali tl · · 1 · · • ·, . 1e 1 evo ut10nary part1c~ 
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t have perished so far, perishcd because thcy became conccited, 
th~ause thcy failed to sce t~c sourcc of thcir strcngt~ and feared to 
~scuss their weak°:esses. ' '\·e, however, shall n~t pensh, bccause wc 

not 
afraid to d1scuss our weaknesscs and w1ll learn to ovcrcome 

are ,. * 
thCITl· d h ¡· . l d . . J )º f The Congrcss approve t e po it1ca an orgamsat1ona po 1cy o 
the Central Committec ·which guaranceed the Party's unity in solv-
ing the basic ~roblems of the revoluti?n. . . . 

Continuous 111 health prevented Lenm lrom endmg h1s leave of 
abscnce. He suffered from sevcre headachcs which his doctors 
bclievcd to be due to thc bullets still lodged in his body sincc the 
attcmpt on his lifc in 1918. IL was dccided to rcmove one of the bul
lets (thc doctors would nol risk interfcring with the other). On 
April 23, 1922, the operation was performcd. 

On M ay 20, on t.he insistence of his doctors, who felt that he was 
¡

11 
need of a period of convalescencc and mcdical trcatmcnt, Lenin 

moved to Gorki. O n lcaving, he asked t.he hcads of t.he central insti
turions to keep him informed of the most important affairs, thc ful
lilmcnt of the principal decisions, campaign plans and othcr mat
tcrs. But shortly aftenvard his health deterioratecl sharply. Sclerosis 
of the brain hrought about his first scvere attack o!" illness. His right 
hand and right leg were almost paralyscd and his spcech partially 
impaired. Thc best cloctors wen: called to his bcdside. 

T oward the middle of Junc, his condition improved. In July, his 
doctors permitted him to receive his closest associatcs, rcad books, 
and later on, nev•.rspapers. He asked for books, re$umcd his 
business correspondencc and gradually took a hold on current 

affairs. 
On October 2, 1922. he returned to ~loscow and set to work. His 

return to work ~\'as a source of grcat joy to the Party and to che 
working pcople generally. In letters of grecting to him, thc workers 
and peasants begged him to take good carc of himself and to follow 

doctors' orders. 
Ar the insistence of the doctors, his working hours wcre now 

limited: he was permitted to work from 1 l a.m. to 2 p.m. and from 
6 to 8 p.m., provided he took a day-off in the middle of the wcek 

(besides Sundays) for a complete res~. . , . . 
But Lenin chaled under thesc rcstnct1ons. L. h>t1eva, lus secre-

tary, tells us that he would come to his oilice al 9.30 in the morn
ing and when the secretaries looked in to sce what he was doing, 

<' 
* V. I. Lcnín, Cofltc/.td Worb. Vol. 33, p. 311. 
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hr would smil<' and ~ay: "1 'm not working, I'm just rcading." * At 
a q uaner to eleven he would summon his secretarv, listen to her 
rc-porl on dornments reccived and issue a few instructions. By ¡ ¡ 
o'c!ock, '~hcn his ''legal" w~rking day Legan, ht' would be workin~ 
as intens1vcl) as usual. Dunng the aftcrnoon break, and sometimes 
at the cnd of the day as wcll, he would takc a folder of pap<'rs 
home \\ ith him, returning them the next day with notes and corn. 
ments. As a matter of fact, his so-called "rest days" differed bu1 lit
tle from his working days. 

"His mind worked constantly at high tension,"' wrote Nadcihda 
Krupskaya. "J remcmbcr when his last fatal illness was approarh
ing the doctors insistcd on a s1rict routine, ordering him to líe clown 
for two hours after d inner. Ilyich at firs t submitted to their orders, 
but was sceptical about thc doctors' demands. 'They can't prevent 
me from thinking,' he once said. And indecd, whether he was lvin., 

' "' in bcd, or out walking, or simply conversing on ordinary evcryday 
subjects his mind was constantly occupied with the cause to whkh 
he had dcd icatcd his whole life, ali of h is encrgies, his every living 
minute."** 

for two and a half monlhs aftcr his return to work, bcfore tlw 
sccond attack in Deccmber 1922, Lcnin workcd essentially at thC' 
same high pressure as before. The following hnef secretaria! note on 
his work from October 2 to Decembcr 16 has been prcserv<'d: 
"W rote 224 busin<'ss lctters and notes, received l 71 peo ple ( 125 
calls) , and prcsided at 32 mcetings and conforcnces of the Council 
of Pcople's Comn:iissars, Couucil of Labour and Defence. the Políti
ca! Bureau and various commissions." 

In this pcriod Lenin conunucd to study probkms arising from 
tlw i\'ew Economic Policy, directcd economic and cultural dcvelop
ment, and handkd numerous problcms related to industry. agrirul
ture, finance ancl trade, public education, the work of the govern
ment bodies and thc foreign policy of the Soviet state. 

In 1921, Lcnin had laid the accenl on trade and agriculture. Nov. 
that sorne progress had been made in these sphcres he concentratcd 
altention on devcloping industry, prímarily heavy industry, as thc 
ba~is for tbe ~uilding of socialism and building up the country's 
defcnce potcnt1al. 

Lcnin considcred that the finan cia} aspecl was the most dillicult 
problem or socialist induslrialisation. In the capitalist countries, he 

* Remi11im11ces oj VLadimir Ilyirh Lmin, Vol. 4, p. 148. 
** N. K. Krupskaya, Stories About Leni11, 1979, p. 66. 
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d t heavv industrv was usuaUy developcd with the help of 
p<>inte B~~ ti1e imperialist5 did not .""ªnt t~ want the Soviet country 
Ioans. a· '\.Tor did thc fore1gn cap1tahsts agree to !case con-or ere ns. -'I ' • bo · 
loa~s The bovcott of the Soviet Repuhlic by thc cnure urge?1-
~~ss:~1~5· ali the governmcnts was ~ti 11 making itself felt .. 1:he S?\:tet 
:.ic 1 h d only thcir own resources to rel) on. In Lenm s opm1on 
peop e . ª1. · could be financed b) drawing on incomes from for-. dustna ISatJon - . . . 
u~ and domestic trade, profits from l11~ht mdustry and t~xatton, 
eign .1 t. of the l'\epmen and also by reducmg the riman v taxa ion • ' . 
pdrninisi'rative apparatus and economising strm~ently. 
ª Thanks to the :New Economic Policy thc Soviet stat~ had been 

mulate l·ts first 20 million gold rubles, wh1ch wcrc to able to accu ' . ( h . 
be ~cd cxclusivcly for the rcstoration and expans1on o ea\Jy 

in~~:~:;:· a ttached grcat irnporlance lo the forcign t:ade monop~~)l' 
. l. d l t He rcgarded it as a crucia as a lcver of socia ist t·ve oprnen · . . , . , d 

e~onomic factor, and pointed out that noth1ng but. forc1gr:1 tra ~ 
l C()llple(I with p lanned l"Overnment regulat10n of impor ts monopo v, - ,, S · f om 

and cxp~rts, could safeguard the as yet wcak ov1~:~ ec.onomy r . 
. . · ¡ - re the rehab1htat1on and <le-an invasion of fore1gn captta , secu , . . ld 

. l ent of domcstic industries and obtam the profits and go 
\C opm rv f'or the cowitrv's industrialisation. He strcssed that thc necessa. / · 1 • • • • • f 
mono olv on forcign trade was part1cularly important m. v1ew o 
the N~w,Economic~Policy, and thc fiercc altacks madc on it by the 
foreign imperialists and capitalist ekmenls at home. 

Formation of the Un.ion 
of Soviet Socialist Republics 

"uestions relating to thc national poli:y of th~ ~arty occu~i~d 
~ . l . Lenin's activities. ·¡he trans1t1on to peacdul 

a ~ro?1ment P ac~ m a number of ncw problems in this 
soc1ahst construct1on brought out . . h cd the Partv with 
sphere. The Ten~h Party Co~?ress ~ec1~10.n ~al~:g of the fo;merly 
the task of domg aw~y w~l,h ~ ~ 1t~<f'q~or/ of building social
oppressed peoples, dr~wmg t ~mo~·nt~e non-Russian nationalities to 
ism, helping the w~rkmg ¡eo~ e 'et svstem in their own arcas, and 
devclop and consohd~te l ife ,ho~1 ec~nomy and national cultures. 

. the promonon o t eir e . cnsun~g . . . 1 . pkmcntation of thc ommun1st 
Lcmn superv1sed the p~act1~a iml .. 't of thc Partv and state 

, . , l l. , d1n:ctm"' t 1c a< t1v1 y . . 
Partv s nationa Pº icy' ..., R l l'cs and conccmiw' 
bodi~s in the Union and Autonomous epu > • • ;:-; 
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?imself wilh the wclf~rc .ºf ali the peoplcs of the Soviet land. Point. 
mg to the necd for wmnmg the cónfidence and trust of the re> 

d 
. . 11 rmcrtv 

oppresse peoples, Lcnm emphasised thc tremendous intcrnal· · 
· ifi · f · 

1onaJ s1gn_ icance o the correct solut10n of the nalional qucstion in 1 
So ' t ¡ d "l'l · · 1 · t le \ 1e an . us 1s a wor d-w1de question and that is no , . · ,, h " . ' exag. 
1?er.at1on,. e \.\:rOLc. .. .I t \VIII ha.ve an effect on India and the Ea~t 
lt is no JOkc, 1t calls for excepttonal caution." * ' 

Thc tasks of socialist construction that faccd the country after th 
wa.r called ~or thc further consolidation and development of lb; 
umon ofSov1et peoplcs. The interests of socialism, Lenin pointed out 
as early as thc cnd of 1919, rcquire complete confidence and el 
ali' a ~ t h k' ose 

l. nce ><' ~vce~ l e. wor m? people of different counlrics and 
nauon~. Capital 1s an mternat1onal force. To defcat it the work, 

d · ¡ ¡¡· ' crs ncc mternat1~ma a 1anc.e and fraternal international solidarit '· 
!he Co~murusts, ~e said, opposc national enmity, national stri}e 
and nat1~nal exclus1vcness. They are internationalists and strivc for 
closc .unity . ª.mong the workers and pcasants of all nations. 

W!11le stnvmg for international unity, Lenin warncd, Com
rnumsts should, h?wcvcr, be cautious, · patient and flexible with 
rc~ard to th~ surv1vals or national mistrust. "\Ve want a voluntary 
~mon_ of n~l1ons," .Lenin slresscd, "a union which precludcs an)· 
corr~1on .~í onc nat1on by a~o.ther-a union founded on complete 
~onftdencc., on a clear rccog111~1on of brotherly unity, on absolutely 
voluntary c:onscnt. Such a u111on cannot be effected at one stroke · 
wt: h~\T to work towards it with the grc.atest patience and circum~ 
spccuon, ~as not. to sp_oil matters and not to .arousc distrust, and so 
th~t the d1st.rust mhcn.ted fro~ centuries of landowncr and capi
tah~t opp~c~s1on, cent unes of pnvate property and the enmity caused 
by 1ts d1v1s1ons and rcdivisions may have a chance to wear off."** 

In 192_0-21, thc Soviet Rcpublics extended and strengthcncd thcir 
federal. t1es. T~e R.S.F.S.R., Ckraine, Byelorussia, and the Trans
ca~c:as1an. Soviet Rcpublics concluded treaties with one anothcr, 
wh1ch be~1des thc unification of armed forces provided for economic 
co-operat1on. In th: ~ew situation, howcver, during the all-round 
dev~lopmenl º.f sociahsm, relations along these lines between thc 
Soviet Rcpubhcs were no longer adequate. 

It. was beforc the October Revolution that Lcnin first broached 
lhe 1.dca ?f creating a united federativc state when powcr in the 
mulu-national country would be seized by the working class. He 

* V. l. Lt>nin, Collrcttd Works Vol. 45 p. 298. 
** lbid .. Vol. 30, p. 293. , ' 
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1 
borated on th.i.s idea exhaustively after the Revolution. Lenin 

e :de a profoundly reasoned stand in favour of integrating thc inde
rnendcnt Soviet Republics in a union. He summcd up the basic pro
~isions on this seor e in the summer of 1920 in h is "Preliminary 
Draft Thcses on the National and thc Colonial Questions". In the 
{irst place, he wrote, "without the closcst alliancc" between the 
So\'iet Republics it would be impossible to safeguard their cxistence 
under the conditions of capitalist encirclemcnt. Sccondly, "a close 
economic alliance between the Soviet Republics is necessary, other
wise the productive forces which have been ruincd by imperialism 
cannot be restored and the well-being of thc working people cannot 
be ensured".* Thirdly, such an alliance would makc it possiblc to 
create a single socialist economy developing according to a common 
plan. The union of the Soviet Republics, he said, should be 
achievcd through federation. "The feasibility of fedcration," he 
wrotc, "has already been demonstratcd in practicc both hy the 
relations betwcen the R.S.F.S.R. and ·other Soviet Rcpublics ... and 
by the relations within the R.S.F .S .R. . .. 1 n rccognising that fed
eration is a transitional form to complete unity, il is neccssary to 
strive for cver closcr federal unity." ** An impcrative condition of 
such fcderation, he stressed, was mutual confidencc and thc volun
tary consent of the republics joining it. 

Thc foundation of a rnulti-national socialist state was dictatcd by 
the objective course of historical development. The tasks of building 
socialism and strengthening defence capadty, the common interests 
of the working people of the different nationalities, and thcir striv
ing to unite their efforts and to fraternal co-operation ali these cir
curnstances demanded the unification of thc Soviet republics into 
a single united state capa ble of ensuring externa! security, economic 
prosperity, and freedom of national development for thc p~ples. 
The broad popular masscs supported the further strengthenmg .ºf 
the union of Soviet republics. The main cxponent of thc tendenc1es 
towards unification, and the driving force of this process was the 
working class. This genuinely democratic, unifying movement was 

led by the Communist Party. 
Expressing the hopes of the popular masses, the cent~al Part)

1 

organs of the Ukraine, Byelorussia , and th~ Transcauca~1on ~ed
eration in the spring and summer of 1922 ra1sed thc qucsuo~ oí the 
necd for settling the mutual relations betwcen thcse repubhcs and 

* V. I. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 31, p. 147. 
** !bid., pp. 146 and 147. 
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the R.S . .F.S.R. with the aim of developing and strengthening their 
federative links. 

Basing himself on che principles of Soviet federalism which he 
had worked out earlier, and summing up experience of national 
development in the country, Lenin defined the specific form of unzon 
ihe Union of Soviet Socialisl Republils - based on the voluntary unification oJ 
equal and independent Soviet Republics. This was a major contribution 
to Marxisc thcory and to the practice of socialist construction. He 
conceived of a new type of multi-national state and, at once, a ne\\ 
type of federa ti ve proletarian state - a united multi-national socialist 
state, a voluntary union of equal and sovereign nations governcd by 
the principies of proletarian internationalism. 

Lenin's idea of the formation of the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics was warmly supported by thc working class, the labour
ing peasantry and thc progressive intelligentsia. The masscs of the 
working people of ali nationalities cxpressed the iron will and detcr
mination to ally their forces and resources for the attainment of 
the common aim the building of socialism and communism. 
Decisions on unification were taken at the congresscs of the Soviets 
of all thc republics. 

On Dccember 30, 1922 the First All-Union Congress of Soviets 
was hdd. Lcnin was ill and <lid not attend it. But ali thc work of 
the Congress, which elected Lenin as ics honorary chairman, was 
che embodiment of his ideas. The C'..ongress appro\'ed the Decla
ration and che Treaty of Union. The voluntar} joining togcther of 
thc Soviet rC'public.s in the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics was 
a striking cxprcssion of thcir socialist soYereignty and beca me its reli
able guarantce. Thus under Lenin's leadership a multi-national 
socialist state was crcated, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. 

The formation of the USSR in terms of political significance and 
socio-cconomic consequences holds an outstanding place in the his
tory of the Soviet state. This historie event is a convincing victory 
of the ideas of proletarian internationalism, the fruitful result of the 
implemcntation of Leninist national policy of the Communist Party. 
The formation of the Soviet Union was one of the decisive factors 
that ensured favourable conditions for the reorganisation of society 
on socialist principies, the upsurge in the economy and culture of 
ali thc Soviet rcpublics, and the strengthening of the dcfencc ca
pacity and international position of this multi-national state of thc 
working people. 
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e Fifth Anniversary of the October Revolution. 
'fb The Fourth Congress 

of the Conununist International 

h C s of the Communist Intcrnational opened on 
The four~ l~;f~n thc evc of the fifth annivcrsary of che 

~ovemberR ' l . ' The opening was held in Pccrograd , after 
October eCvo ut1on. t"nued its work in :\foscow. Lenin did 
which the ongress con i . g for thc Congrcss. As head of the 

t deal of work on prepann , f ll . 
a grea f h R C p fB ) Delegacion he was in charge o a its ac
Bureau o t e . . . '. . t . n drafting thc most important Con
ti\'ity an~ :ook an active pa~ :arefully for his spcech at the Con
gress dec1s1?ns. He preplare f h" report in Russian and Germal). 

. drawmcr up two p ans o IS ' t. 
gress, n . d r , d a report to the Congress, en i
On Novemher 13, Lenm e l\Cre . d h Prospccts of 
l ·d "Fivc Years of lhe Russian Revolutlon an c e . . t e , . ,, 
the World Revolutton · G , d Hall of the Kremlin 

The ddegates who d~ronged. the _ran . The Congress was 
. d erlv lor Lenm to appc,tr. -

Palace wa1te eag , . 58 Communist Parties, as 
attended by 408 delegates, r~presen~n~ntt-rnational organisations. 
well as several ~ther part1es ~n ~ t•nin entercd th~ hall. The 
A thunderous ovat~>i:t. b;o~e ~~t t~~tl~te;nationale rang out in many 
dclegatcs rose to t eu _ee a t d the rostrum and the audicnce 
languages. At lasl Lenm n:oun e 

li. t h1s spcech. 
settled clown to sten o 11 k l)anish writer ~1artin Ander-

"L . , th UO'hts " the "'"e - nown l d 
enm s o :::> ' h Co , ss subscquencly recale , 

sen-Nexo~ w~o was prcsent at ~~en hn;,~~~u~hed upon great human 
"flowed l1mp1d and clea,~, ~ven larity comprehensible to one and all 
prohlems and sh'.)w.ed '~ 1t ~ e d edlv devcloping out of che 
h h f t e is mevnablv an assur , . . lf 

t at t e u ur í· . ll these human hves h1mse .... 
present. He seemed to' be N1vmg ~ vorker beside me whispered. 

"'This is a real man, a l orweg1an ' l . d times farther !'" * 
lik f s vct he secs a t iousan , 

'He looks e any º. u ' , . d th fivc years of development of 
In his speech Lenm summa~1se le. d the cssence of NEP and . . · · R · a exp ame · . 

thc soCJahst revolutio~ m usst 'outlined the tasks confrontmg the 
what it had accomphshe?, ~n~d Thc successes of Soviet power, 
Communists of the Soviet a . . r the Bolshevik Party was cor
Lenin said, showed that th~ p~hcy to te was capablc of developing 
rcct and proved that the ovic\~ a in agriculturc and industry, 
trade, maintaining a ~trong pos1 ion 
and moving stcadily iorward. 

"- 474 and 475 . .r r:¡ d. · Jly·· ·h J.1.nin Vol. "· PP· * Reminiscencts 1, v a 1mtr ic ' 
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Spcaking of the prospects of thc revolutionary liberation move. 
ment and the tasks of the Communist Parties, Lenin drew the 
allention of thc delega tes to the need for a creative, not a dogma tic 
approach to thc cxperience of thc Bolshevik Party and the lessons of 
the Russian rcvolULion. The Communists of all countries must learn 
in order thac thcy may really understand the organisation, struc. 
ture, method, and content of revolutionary work. 

Lenin's speech madc a profound impression on the Congress dele. 
gates and gucsts. When he finished speaking, they rose as one man 
to applaud and cheer the leader and teacher of the working people 
of the world. Shouts of "Long live our Comradc Lenin !" wcre 
heard on all sides in different languages. 

The Congress agenda contained an itero on the programme of 
thc Communist lnternational. In the discussion of thc draft pro
grammcs the qucstion of transition and limited dcmands as a way 
of leading the masses to socialist revolution arouscd lively debate. 
Lenin considercd that thc Congress should strongly condemn "both 
lhe attempts to represen! thc inclusion of limited demands in the 
programme as opportunism, and all and any attempts lo use 
limited dcmands to obscurc and side-track the basic revolutionary 
task .... The general programme should clearly state thc basic histori
cal types of transition demands of thc national parties depending on 
cardinal diflerences of economic strnctures, as for cxample, Britain 
and India, and su ch }jke." * Lcnin 's ideas forrned the basis of thc 
Congress resolution on the programme of the Communist In
tcrnational. 

During thc Congrcss, Lenin met a number of ddcgations from 
different Communist Parties. He talked with the German delegation 
about thc formation of a workers' governmcnt in Germany and its 
character. "I vividly remember that talk," recalls Walter Ulbricht, 
"and how Lenin at once grasped the essence of the matter. He 
would not be diverted by secondary questions. Nothing of any im
portance escaped his attention. He talked to us with his customary 
fervour but, at thc same time, patiently and convincingly. 

"Wc were particularly impressed by the ease and friendliness of 
his attitude towards ali the comradcs. Our talk with Lenin gave us 
fresh courage and confidence, and showed us how to draw conclu
sions for practica! work after a thorough appraisal of the situa
tion." * * 

* \'. l. Lt>nin, Co//ected Work.1, Vol. 1·2. p. 428. 
•• Rnninisunces (!/' Vladimir /l];ich Lenin, Vol. 5, p. 444. 
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· e nist Party 
ln his talk with the deleg~tes of thc ltkahfan o~~tu towns and 

l th m about the1r Party wor ' rom w 
Lcni~ aske~ev ~ame and hov.· the workcrs livcd. Spea~ing of the 
provmces t fi, htin' thc fascists, who had scized pm~cr m l taly' he 
incthods of. g l t~ need for skilful united front tact1cs and cmp~a
drcw atten?ºº o e . . ·er the masses the 1 talian Commumsts 
. d that m order to \~ m º" . 

sise k . the fascist trade umons. 
should also \·vor 1~ ection with thc Second Congress of the 

Somewhat later, m ~on~ L nin had a talk with G. Monmous
Trade "Cnion lnternatton;, ef thc French General Confcderation 
seau and P. Semardd'. e~ edrs cºhe question of drawing the broad 
f L b ur Thev iscusse . h 

o a o . . , . . the rcvolutionary trade umons, stren~t -
masses of the workers mto . . P and the trade umons 

. g tics between thc Commumst arty 
cnm ·. f'rench Communist Party a mass parc_y. . . 
and makmg thc . . . f the fraternal part1es, hke hts 

Lenin's talks ~v1th reprcse~~:~'"':r <~he Communist International, 
report to thc fourth Conl~ . b l'cf· that the international com-

·d ,. th thc irm e 1 • werc permeatc wi . and that the future 
munjst movcment would contmue to grow, 

bclonged to it. , '2 Lenin addrcssed a joint plenary sessio~ 
On November 2?, 192 ' 11 l di trict Soviets of the capital. Th1s 

of the l\iloscow Soviet ~nd a t ie s 1 'n'1n's specch was imbucd 
· ' ¡ bhc appearancc. .e . was Lcnm s ast pu . . , th f the Commumst 

. . d . . t'ble faith m the strcng 0 

w1th deep, m eslrnc t H e stressed forccfully once again. that the 
Party and thc pcoplc. . ld o e wilh the most important 
Party was able to cope, ª:°d "º~ he lpthe Commtmists had to live 
tasks of socialist constr~ctll~~· an t~ ~he trust put in them by the 
up to, and would sure1y l\ e up , 

people. . k b " Lenin said in conclusion, "new 
" ... Difficult as th1s tas . may e, . task and numerous as the 
. ed ·ith our prev1ous , . 

as it m~y be compar '~ ails wc shall ali - not in a day' but m 
difficulucs may be that it :~~er fulfil it whatever the cost, so that 
a few years-all of us tog .. R . "* 
NEP Russia will become sociahsl uss1a. et by a storm of 

h t'c ·words werc m . 
These remarkably prop e i. l 's rofound love for Lenm, 

applause expressi:e o~ the.Soviet b~~~unkt Party and its policy. 
thcir confidence m h1m, m thc 

, V 1 33 p. 4'13. * y. l. Len in, Collected Worl\.S, 0 • • 



Chapter Thirteen 

LAST YEAR OF LENIN'S LIFE AND WORK. 

lndeed, the power of the state over all 1 
means of production, political arge-scaJe 
hands of the proletariat, the allianpow~r thi iu tbe 
letariat witb tbe many milli cefo s pro. 
very small ons 0 small and 
lead . peasants, the assured proletari 

ersh1p of tbe peasantry et • th. an 
h · • c.-1s 1s not aU 

t at is necessary to build a 1 society? cornp ete socialist 

lmm 

. ~l'hc higl~ tcnsion at which Lenin had becn working again aflected 
hrs health m thc latter half of ~ovember 1922. Th d . . 
that hC' resti·i'ct h' k' h · e octors ms1stcd . , is wor mg ours But he w . h 
things all the same, guiding the P~rty and d~:s c'~u~tr~. centre of 

The Last Letters and Articles. 
The Political Testament 

Le~:~~ Central Party, Archives of the Instilute of ~farxism-
. • m_, C.C. C.P.S.U., preserves the journal of Lenin's d . . 

retanes from Novcmbcr 21 1922 t l\¡f' h 6 uty sec: 
1 

. . · . · , o iv.Larc , 1923. * 
l .contams revcalmg facts about the last period of I . , l'f 

showmg how courageously Lcnin resisted hi~ !ITave ·11 ,e~m s. !i e, 
<lay ~nd devoted all his strength to the cause ºor th J pness . ayda tler 
workmg class y · e arty an t le 

, · t is a 11101.t moving account. 
On Oece~ber 7, on his doctors' advice, he went for a fcw da rs' 

r~t to Gork1. B~~ he did not stop working. He examined draft de~i
s10ns. of lhe Poht1cal Bureau and dictated the draft of d .. 
prov1dc schools with bread the "Proposal fior th PI a Rec1s1on. to 
th P l. b S ' e enum egardmg 

e o Il ureau tanding Order" d "P , 
the Work Routinc ofthc D '. an roposals Concerning 
e pe,, H eputy Chairmen and the Chairman of the 

· · · · e also wrote a lctter to Con · . 
promincnt leader of the ltalian So . 1· tstapntmo La,zzan, a 

th 1 f . cia is artv and clrcw 
up e p an o h1s report to the forthcomingr Tenth AILR . . e 
gress of Soviet. Th 1 . d' , uss1a on
~ . . h. 1 ~.. e p ª.n m icates that he intendcd to deal with 
issu< s. e a ter d1scussed m sorne of his final articlcs - - - . 
machmery of statc t 'º operat1ves, , e c. 

• V. I. Lcnin, Collected Works, Vol. 42, pp. 463-94. 
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On December 12, Lenin returned to Mo~cow. In rhc morning of 
pecember 13, Lenin had two ronsenitive attacks, and doctors were 
summoned to his bedside. Lcnin ,...-as dccplv alarmed at che deterio
ration in his hcalth. lt says in his medica! record that "it was vcry 
diflicult to prevail on Lenin not to speak at any sittings and to stop 
work for the time being. Finally he agreed and said he would be~in 
\.\inding up his affairs at once". For a fcw days Len in worked. at 
home. He dictated lettcrs, issued instructions and received various 
comrades, trying to iinish the most urgcnt business. 

In the evening of December 15, Lcnin dictatcd a lettcr to Stalin 
for the information of the members of the e.e. concerning his 
speech at the forthcoming Congress of Soviets, in which he opposcd 
procrastination in thc discussion of the forcign trade monopoly at 
che Plcnary Meeting of the Central Committee. He also dictated 
a letter to Trotsky about Trotsky's speech in support of the foreign 
trade monopoly at the coming Plenary Meeting. ln his letter to the 
members of the Central Comrnittcc, Len in wrote: "l ha ve now 
finished winding up my affairs aud can lcave with my mind in 
peacc .... Only eme circumstance still worries me very much; it is 
that it will be impossible for me to speak at the Congrcss of Soviets. 
My doc:tors are corning on Tuesday and we shall sce if therc is even 
a small chance of my speaking. I would ronsider it a great incon
venience to miss the opportunily of spt·aking, to say the lcast. ., * 
Lcnin asked that provisions be madc for him to speak at the C'..on
p;ress, but that someone else should prepare to speak in case he 
could not be there. 

Howc\'er, therc was a further deterioration in Lcnin's health, and 
he was unable w takc part in the Congress of Soviets. On the night 
of Dccember 15, he had another scvere attack, which !asted over 30 
minutes. In spite of this, beforc the doctors arrived, Lenin dictated 
to Krupskaya one more letter about thc work of the deputy 
Chairmen of the Council of People's Commissars and the Council 
of Labour and Defence. In the evenin~, Krupskaya telephoncd the 
Sccretariat of the C.P.C. on Lcnin's bchalf and asked them to in
form Stalin that Lenin would not be ahlc to spcak at the Congress 

of Soviets. 
l n the next few davs Lcnin's hcahh dcterioratcd still more. His 

right arm and leg wo~ld not function. He could no longcr examine 
currcnt aífairs. But he continued working ali the same. He dictated 
letlers and artides, and prepared for thc Twclfth Party Conbrress. 

• V. l. Lcnin, Colltettd Work.I. Vol. 33, p. 1-60. 
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~ubscquently, Krupskaya described Lenin as "a vcry alert, perse
venng ~n~ sclf-controlk~ man. An optimist". "His usual, dominant 
state o( ~md was onc of tense concentration," she wrotc. H e "con
trolle? h1mself supcrbly'', was "critica! of \·vhat he did and ven 
exactmg, but hatcd agonising self-analysis" and was "a rc~l 
fighter", "bold and courageous". 

Lenin was his own self even when very ill. His mind \Vas lucid 
~is will-powcr strong, his optimism at its peak. He did not wast~ 
ume reflecting on his illness. He was concerned for thc prescnt and 
fut~r~ of .the So~iet land, the prospects and the ways of building 
soc1al~sm m Russ1a, for the Party and the means of strengthening it, 
and for the world revolucionary movement. 

Lcnin knew perfectly wcll that his illness was dangcrous and told 
his doctors time .and again that he realised it could end fatally at 
any hour. Kn?wu~g that ~e c:ould any day bccomc incapacitated, 
he madc up h1s mmd to d 1ctate sorne letters and articles in order to 
record ideas which he considercd "of thc utmost importance". He 
wanted to sum up the great gains of the Bolshevik Partv. the Rus

siai_1 working dass, ~he Soviet people, and the internati~nal prole
tanat, and to examine the outlook for socialism, for the liberatiou 
o~ the ~orking people and of the pcoples opprcssed by thc impcri
ahsts. 1 he fact that he suspccted these letters and articlcs would be 
his last, makcs thcm, in a way, Lenin's political testam ent. 

On Dccember 23, Lenin asked his doctors for pcrmission to dic:
tate for fivc minuces because a certain matter troubled him and 
robbed him of his sleep. \Vhen they complied , he summoned 
M. Volodicheva, his stenographer, and said :' " I want to dicta te 
a lettcr to the Congrcss. Please take it clown!" For four minutes 
Lenin dictated the first part of a most important documcnt, " Letter 
to the Congrcss". 

"He dictated quickly, but was obviously ill," Volodicheva wrotc· 
in the Sec~etarics' Journal. "After he stopped dictating he askcd me 
what day il was. He also asked me why I looked so pale and why 
I was .not. at the ~ongress.67 He :egretted having kept me from 
attendmg it. I rece1ved no other mstruction." 

On the following day, Lenin asked to be allowed to continue dic
tating. The doctors objected, but according to bis sister, Maria 
Ulyanova, he threatened to rcfuse ali medica! treatment unlcss he 
was permitted. to dictate his "diary'', as he called his notes, for at 
least a short tune cvery <lay. "\York was lifc for him, and idleness 
was dcath," said Profcssor Ferster, under whosc carc Len in was. 

After consulting the doctors thc following decision was taken: 
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VJadimir llyich may dictate daily for fivc to ten minutes, but 
wl~at he dictates should not be corr_espondcncc and ~e s~o.uld ~ot 

et any replies. Visitors are forb1dden. 2. To avo1d g1vmg hir:i 
~xp; for thought and alarm ncither his friends nor members of h1s 

f;oo ·¡v should tell Vladimir Ilyich any political news." 
ami ' d f h. "Le On December 24, Lenin dictated the seco~ part o 1s tter 

he Congress" warned that what he had d1ctatcd was absolutely 
co t ' 1 1 . 1929 \ l lod' , et He then added another order. yfuc 1 acer, m , o 1-
sehcr a. revealed that he had in that instruction directed her to indi-
c ev d h' k 

te on the wax-sealed envelopes in which he wante 1s notes ept 
ca . . h f 
that "they could be opened only by V. l. Lenm or, m t e evento 

1 · death hv Nadezhda Krupskava" . On December 25 and 26, us ,1 • "O 
Lenin continued dictating his "Let~er t~ . thc Congress . . n 
D cernber 29 he dictated a reference 'Add1t1on to the Sectton on 
Inr~reasing th~ Number of C.C. l\tlcmbers", and on January 4, 19~3, 
an addition to the notes madc on Decem be~ 24 · ~)ur~ng 
December 27-31, Lcnin dictated thc lctters "Grantmg Leg1slat.1ve 
Functions to the State Planning Cummission" and "The Quest10n 
of Nationalities or 'Autonomisation'". . . 

Betwcen Januarv 2 and February 9, 1923, Lcmn d1ctated 

a nurnber of articlc;s, namdv: "Pages from a Oiary", "On Co-op-
, , N )" cration" "Our Revolution (Apropos of N. Sukhanov s otes , 

"How \·\ic Should Reorganise thc Workers' and Peas~,nts' In,~pec
tion (Rccommcndation to the Twelfth Party Congrcss) , and lkt-
ccr Fewer, But Better".68 . 

While working cm his articles, Lcnin askrd (~r hooks ?n co~pcr~
tives the scientific oro-anisation of labour, foreu~n relat10ns, un pen
a lis~ , and other ma~ers, and also rcquested specific informatio~. 

Lenin's work on his last articles and letters was a truly her01c 
achievemcnt. I t is hard to tell what elfort it cost him. At first, he 
was allowed to dictate for five to ten minutes, and l~ter for not 
more than 30 to 40 minutes a day. So he had to hurry tf he :-1an~ed 
10 sav ali he had to say. Besides, he was unaccustomed to. d 1ctat.mg 
to a ~tenographer, for as a rule he wrotc his l~tters ~nd article~ hu~
self. Lenin said he was "accustomed to seemg. h1s manuscnpt ~n 
front of him, stopping, pausing to think over d1fficult passages, m 
which he had 'got stuck', ... valking up and down the room, even 
running away to take a walk ~o.mewh~re; that. evcn n~~· he o~ten 
felt like seizing a pencil and wn~1~g or mtroducm~ corrcctions l~1m~ 
self." * Dictating called for add1uonal effort. Lcnm had to cons1de1 

* V. f. Lcnin, Collected Workr, Vol. 42, PP· 4B9-90. 
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beforehand what he wantcd to say, for he could not afford l . 
. h"I d' . o \~as1c:-any time w 1 e 1ctatmg. But his persevcrance surmounted h 

d .ffi l · \ ! l · · t ese 1 1cu tics. o od1chcva wrote m the Sccretaries' Journal on F ¡ 
? "D' l e )ru. ary -, 1ctaces, as a ways, cxcellentlv: without hahs seldo 

l r , ' m at 
a oss. 1or .words, sp~aks, gesticulating, rather than dictatcs." 

A w11l of 1ron, and h1s awareness of the responsibility that re·t 1 l · 1 · s ce 
un um, 11s _concc,rn .for the future of R ussia and the further de-
velopment ?f the Soviet land, gave him strength to ovcrcomc pain 
.and to ach1evc more than seemed humanly possible In someth" l'k . . . . mg 
1 e ~IX weeks ~~nm pr_oduced a number of important works. Likc 

all h1s othcr wntmgs, h1s Ja5t letters and articlcs are strikingly dee 
lucid, logical, clown to carth and to the point. p, 

. He w~ contcnt with what he had written. The pertincnt entry in 
h1s med1cal record says that after reading what he had dictatcd on 
J.?ecember 31 - it was a letter entitled "The Question of Nationali
t1es or 'Autonomisation' " - "Lenin was pleased with his work". On 
r:ebruary 9, aftcr reading the concluding part of his artide, "Better 
fewcr, But Better", which he had dictated. thc clay beforc , he said 
to Volodichcva: " 1 think I'vc made a good job of it." 

"I had .thc impression," Volodicheva wTote, " that he was verv 
plcased w1th that part of his article." * ' 

Lcnin's last articles and lctters are invaluable. Thcy are inte
grally connectcd, dcvelop ideas contained in previous works and 
spcc.ches, and rcally rcpresent a single work setting forth in general 
outlme the programme of the socialist transformation of Russia in 
the light of the general prospects of the world liberation mowment. 
They are imbued with fatherly concem for the interests and ne<'ds 
of the ~oviet working peoplc and the building of a happy Iife for 
the ordmary pcoplc of thc world. 

Socialism Shall Win in the U .S.S.R. 

. The futu~e of so~ia lism in the Soviet Union was the ba~ic qucs
t10~ on wh1ch Le~m focussed attention. 1 n his article, "Our Revo
l~uon (Apropos oí N. Sukhanov's Notes)'', he exposcd the dogma
t1sm and pcdantry of the lcaders of the Second lnternational and 
t?c Mcnsh<'_vi~s, who ar~ued that Russia lacked the objectivc requi
s1tes for soc1ahst revolution , that it had not vet attained thc level of 
thc productive forces and or culture that ~ade socialism possiblc, 

* V. l. Lt"nin, Collected W11rks . Vol. 42, p. 492. 
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bat the Bolsheviks had carried out the socialist rcvolution contrary 
t the laws of historical developmcnt, etc. 
to f M . Lenin showed that they had completely deparced rom arx1sm, 
tbat they did not understand its substance. He considercd it essen
t"al ro demonstrate that their arguments were absolutely untcnable. 1 

Although they called themsclves Marxists, the Right socialists, 
Lenin stressed, <lid not understand the fundamental feature of Marx
isrn , namely, its revolutionary dialectics. Being cowardly reformists 
and afraid to break with the bourgcoisie, thcy recognised only one 
path of development, the path taken hy West~rn Europ~. They 
completely failed to understand thc fact that, wh1le world h1story as 
a whole is governed by general objcctive laws, it is .by no . means un
likely, but, on the contrary, presumed , that certam penods of de
vclopment may have peculiarities cither in form or the sequence of 
chis development. 

A case in point was Russia, whcre the First World v\Tar crcated 
a rcvolutionary situation and where, in spite of the country's tech
nical and economic backwardness as comparcd with thc other capi
talist countrics, che conditions matured for the victory of the soci~l
ist rcvolution. The situation that had ariscn enabled the Bolsheviks 
to combine the working-class movement with the " peasant war" of 
which Marx had spoken in bis time. By their anti-popular, impcri
alist policy thc bourgeoisie had brought the peoplc and the country 
to the brink of catastrophe and the only way out for the workers 
and the pcasants was a socialist revolution and the transfer of 
power to the proletariat. The situation multiplied the strci:igth of 
thc working people, intensificd their hatrcd for those respons1ble for 
the war and fired their revolutionary enthusiasm. At thc head of 
thc working class of Russia marched the trie? and tested Bols_hevi_k 
Party which was able to appreciate the requ1remencs of the h1ston
cal moment and knew in what direction to lead the masses. 

As Lenin painted out, the subsequent revolutions in the co~n.tries 
of the East, which had a greater diversity of social cond1t1ons, 
would introduce in the history of the libcration movement of ~he 
working pcople even more peculiar features than had the Russ1an 
revolution. 

Lcnin reje'cted utterly the bourgeois-~enshevik. thc~is that it is 
reckless to undertake socialist reconstruct1on of soc1ety m a country 
still culturally and economically backward. . . . 

Lenin's criticism of the contention that the v1ctory of soc1ahsm 
was impassible in Russia was aimed not only at thc ':"est European 
reformists and the l\11ensheviks, but also at the scept1cs and oppor-

~2fi 
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tunists inside the Party. Jt was the lime, 1922, when 
Trotsky wrotc thal socialism could not be built in onc country, 
within "thc national confines of one state", that the workin'{ class 
of Russia, having assumed power, would inevitably come into hos
tile collision wilh che peasantry and that the crcalion of a socialist 
econom) in Russia would not be possible until after the victory of 
the prolctariac in the leading countries of Europe. 

In his last writings, Lenin denied these defcalist and e.~sentially 
~[enshevik condusions of the Trotskyites. In his article "On C'.o
opcration" he again stressed that Russia had "ali that is neccssary 
lo build a complete socialisl society'': a proletarian state, large-scalc 
production in the hands of the Soviet state, che alliancc of the 
working class and the peasantry, and the kadership of the working 
class in 1his alliance. ''lt is still not thc building of socialist society," 
wrotc Len in, "bur it is ali that is nccessary and sufficient for it." * 

This important proposition ""ªs of tremendous historical sign ifi
can<.:c. When Soviet Russia was taking her füst steps in building 
a ncw ~ocicty and many <lid not yet clearly see llO'w thc <.:0untry 
would advance towards socialism, Lenin opencd for the Party and 
the people broad vistas and charted the right course that wo11ld 
bring them to thc vir.tory of socialism. 

Hé drew attention to the great dilficulties that attended thc 
building of socialism in thc l.; .S.S.R. The imperialist powers 
organisrd intervention and blockade of the Soviet Republic ; the~ 
did ali they could co throw the country back econom ically; thcy 
took advantagc of thc civil war in Russia to ruin thc country as 
much as possiblc, rcckoning thal if they could not destroy thc 
Soviet system che) could at least make its progress towards sucialism 
more difficult. 

In thc circumstances, Lcnin taught, it should be the policy of lhc 
Communist Pany and the Soviet Government to safeguard thc exist
ence of the Soviet Rcp ublic and prevent thc imperialists from 
crushing it, preserve peace as long as possible and accomplish the 
socialist transformation of thc country. To achieve this it was 
nccessary to consolidate thc prolctarian power, strengthen thc 
alliancc of thc working class and the peasantry and the leading role 
of thc working class in it, transform Russia in to a highly developcd 
industrial power, switch thc peasantry to thc path of largc-scale 
socialist farming, slcaclily raise thc material well-being and cultural 
levcl of lhe peoplc, improvc the machinery of statc. guard the unity 

• V. l. Lenin, Colttcled Work.r , Vol. 33, p. 468. 
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· ¡ r · olicy This P t' and pursue a correct, fkx1b e iorc1gn p . . f , 
f thc ar '' f . k f our policv o our 0 

. . ·c1 '. "the general plan o our \~or , 0 , ' [,entn sa1 ' is _., * 
· of our strategv · t b f the cacttcs~ h ld that th~ Soviet land would bccomc. t le ase o . 

Le~in e . of the life of ali mankind. H e was certa~n 
sociahst reconstRrucn?n letariat allied with che pea'>ants, w1ll 

nce the ussian pro ' . . d d l r 11 
chat o . . h. ld be an insp1rauon an mo e ior a ha\'e built sociahsm, t is wou 

k. people of the world. . 
\\·or i~g , f buildin socialism and its impl~m.cntat1o_n were 

Lemn s plan o . . o~ a fully developcd soc1ahst soc1ety .. It 
aimcd at the creat.1on 1 of "economic and social 
was a comprehcns1ve plan, a p an 

development". . d 1 Lenin dcvelopcd furthcr the teach-
In his last ~rt~cles a~ . e~t%s He lcft us a conclusivc plan for the 

ing on the bu1l~1~g of s~cia_lis cÍ h , ad vanee lo the approaches of 
building of soc1ahst soc1ety an t e 

communism. . d t the building or the material 
He elucidated c~ucsttons. r~late. ~ dd~ned the fundamentals of 

and technical bas1s of soc1alism a~ d . mense importance to the 
. l . nistration He attacm: un 

economtc ac m1 · · . . d communist wnstruction. 
economic pro.blcms of soc~~ts\ a~1ning agencies had to play a big 

Lcnin cons1dered that t e pd a rnment cconomic policy and 
· h f ·ng of Partv an govc · . f 

part 111 t e ram1 . . , h dl"ng the basic quest10ns o 
were to become a scicntific rc.ntre an t ~ 

the country's economic plannmg. d · t duce scientific 
· · d. w attention to thc nee to m ro d Lc~m .agam te . rticular adminiscrative work, and urge 

orgamsat10n of labou~, m pa . "thc fundamcntals of manage-
Party and state offic1als to mac;tcr 

ment" .** . L . ain strcssed that the country's indus-
In his last art1cles cnm ag 1 f heavy industry was of 
. . . · th priori t" deve opmen t o ' 

tnahsat1on, w1 . •1 ·¡¿· . ¡·sm The working class must 
. . . ·t nce m bUl mg socia l . 11 · 

dcc1s1ve 1mpo1 a . h uasis of ªº enduring a iance 
create a large-scale md.ustry o~ t : r vin thc well-being of the 
with che peasantry, wlule stead1ly imp ;h. ghe said could not be 
working peoplc .º[ t~~.vnd and .c~unt:~~ sm,~ÍI comm~dity producer, 
done by "colomsmg an rummg 

as the Trotskyites proposed. . ¡· ·t cconstruction of agriculture 
. , . me of the socia is r d 

Lenm s prograrn f h. l of huilding socialism. He emon-
was an important parl. o f ts ~ ~-r\ entcrpriscs-state farms and col
slrated that two forms o socia is 

1. Vol 33 p 501. * V. l. Lcnin, Collected Wori•s, · ·' · 
** Jbid., pp. 482 and 491. 
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lcctivr farms w"re the mo·t . 1 . ' · s su1nb e ¡ · · 
of the countrysidc in a c:ot;ntry \:ith ~n t 1e suc1a1Jst transformation 
of s~1all p~oduccrs. more or less numerous class 

. \~e owe ll to Len in Lhat he charted wa 
t1on of the most difficuh task f h ys a~d means for thc solu. 
only to the conqu<>st of ¡· ·. alo t e proletanan re,·olution, sccond 

. . po it1c power bv th . k' 
drawmg millions of pea - ·1 , e wor ·mg class - that of 

d 
sant.•,, '" 10 were both 

an labourcrs, into socialist co t . petty proprietors 
convrrt from small individ al r ns ructton, and getting them to. 
. . u iarms to large- l 11 . 
mg. He pointcd out that the wav to d ~ sea e co .cct1ve farm. 
peasant farms into co ope t' .. o so was to orgamse the small 

. - ra ives. 
In h1s wonderfol articlc "On Co-o . " . 

devflopment oJ co-operatil•es and ti. ~eratton , Lemn summed up the 
farms in Soviet RuHia <;nd d . . ie .r:~ndmg (if ~lu first collective pPO.srmt 
tion o/ pearant li+e aÍono so l~wz· ut:pl' is co-operatzve /Jlan for the reconstrur-

I · . ':l" º cza is mes. 
n that penod many of' thc Part ,, .. . 

derstaud, allC.I underrated ti . 1 ) s pract1cal workers did not un-
• < · , . 1e ro e o[ co ope · · . 

strucuon. Thc Trotsky'1.t<'S d } . . . xatives m socialist con-
. · · an ot ier OJ)P · · m general che possilJil1't)' f . . ortunist elements re¡' cctcd " · o usmo- the co- . t' · 
means of switching thc p . .. ~ oper.t ives as the principal 

· e.tsan t1 v to the patl f . 1. 
opposed these views and wrot .. b h l o socia ism. Lenin 

t f 
e et out t e vast e . . . 1 . 

anee o co-oper"tt1'on . b 'Id' ' xccpt1ona rrnpor-• m lll mg a s . r . 
that undcr conditions of tl1c d' , l<~c1a :St soc1ety. lle cxplaincd 

l 
1ctators 1111 of ü k' 

l t<· economic commar1d' h . h .... ie wor mg class whcn . mg eig ts w · h l ' ' · 
tanan ~tate, co-opcrativc eme' rises ere. m t e ~ands of the prole-
entcrpnses. Lenin assigned the lrp di d1d not d1ffer from socialist 
· · · ea ng role to bl' crty, wh1ch he dcscri bcd a, b . , . pu ic, or state prop-
~nost prrfect form of social is; r~m~~ ~on~1ste~tly socialist, i. <'.' the 
form of socialisation o{' d p .P ty ' smcc· Jt represented a higher 
. · pro uction At th · 

s1sed that the co-operative form f e same ume, he empha-
that, in conjunction with p bl' o property was also socialist and 

. u 1c, state properM' ·t . 
econom1c basis of soci·al'sc . ., ' 1 const1tuted the 

• • 1 soc1ety 
Lenm explained why co-o era·. 

bringing thc bulk of t11e pe p t1on was the only right way of 
. asantrv to soc· r F' c~mbmed the personal interests of, th ia ism.. irst, co-opcration 

w1th control of thesc perso 1 . e pcasant wtth public intercsts 

d
. · · na mterests b)' th ' mat1on to thc intcrests of . S e state and their subor-

ious forms of co-operati.on fisoc1e~ . econ~, the application of var-
. d . - irst m marketm r d l 
m pro uct1on - made it oss'bl . g an supp y, and later 
ples of collcctivism in far~i i ~to mtro?uce gradually thc princi
plest, easiest ancl most acce"tanblg. t o-hoperatton was thcreforc the "sim-
. , r e o l e peasant" , , [ · 
a ncw system. to collective p d . ,\ay o gomg over to 

. . ro ucnon. And this was the most im-
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portant thing, for socialism had to he built in such a way "that 
eutrJ srnall peasant could takc part in it". 

" If the whole of che pcasantry had been organised in co-opera-
tives,'' Lenin wrote, "we would by now have bren standing with 
both feet on the soil of socialism." * He estimated that it would 
take a whole historical era, onc or two decadcs, to accomplish this 
rask, for the necessary material and tcchnical basis had to be 
crcated first and the cultural leve! of che pcasants had to be raiscd 
considerably before the bulk of thc pcasants could be organised in 

co-operatives. 
O utlining the tasks of the Party and thc Soviet srate in promot-

ing the co-operative movement, Lenin emphasised that the transi
tion from srnall pcasant farming to largc-scale social production 
must not be haphazard and spontaneous. This transition was pos
sihlc only if the proletarian statc providcd all-round assistance and 
guidance to the co-operatives, if the town assists the countryside, 
and if ali sections of the working dass joined in thc socialist recon-

struction of the coun tryside. 
Lenin's co-operative plan was an important str.p in tite rlevelopment of 

1\-forxism, in tite development of Lenin's teaching un the vict01y oJ socialism 
in the U.S.S.R. and the building of cornmunism. l t beca me thc concrete 
programrne of lhc Communist Party of the Soviet Union in its 
fu rther effort-; of reconstructing agriculturc along socialist lines. 
Lenin's co-operative plan is of international significance for it is the 
only way the socialist rcconstruction of small commodity production 
can be accomplished. l n the countries or the socialist communitv. 
the Communist and Workers' Partics creacively apply the principl~~ 
of Lenin's co-operatin: plan to thc concrete conditions of their 
countrics and are successfully coping with the task of the socialist 

reconstruction of agriculture. 
l n his last artides, Lcnin laid special emphasis on Lhc cultural 

revolution, one of the basic tasks of socialist construction, on univer· 
sal literacy and the development of a people's intelligentsia and of 
scicnce. In his articlc, "Pages from a Diary", Len in exprcssed confi
dence that the p roblems of cultural dcvdopmcnt would be success
fully solved , because the people of Russia were very interested in 
real culture and bccause the Soviet stalc handlcd the problerns of 
culture with deep insight. Thc social system in the Soviet Republic, 
Lenin pointed out, is based on the co-opcration of' two classes-

thc workers and the peasants. 

* V. l. Lcnin, Colleried Works. Vol. '.13, pp. 468 and 47
1
1-. 
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It was thc crucial task of the Par , l . . . ro~e of tht workiTl!!, class with res ect w t}th/e sa1d, to maintam _the leadzng 
o} the peasants with respect lo thf ' k . /easa~lls and to retau1 lhc tntJ/ 

lhe Republic depended on. wor ers or th1s was what the fate of 

He considercd che relationshi betwe 
a fundamental polilical ues~ion en to~v~ an~ country to be 
socialist revolucion. Undcr ~h d. of ~eclSlve unportancc lor 
towns wcre introducing into ~ iccators~1p of the prolctariat the 
effecting a fundamental iºm t e count~s1de up-to-date machinen.• 
. provement m the d · · · '• 
mg peasants, drawing rhem into act" . . con It1on of the work. 
bringing them advanced cult ,~~t ~~bhc and political life, and 
extended, Lcnin said, by intro~~~i~ d:l:s could be ~mplified and 
larity. lt was vital he added to et ;r h ~crate plannmg and n ·gu
ly rclations bctw~en thc c{t , ,:o:k i_s e ose coma~l and comradt'· 
close contacts bctween urb;n d e1 ~-uand thc village labourers, 
emphasised was onc of ll b . an H age Party cdls. This lw 
won powcr'. ic as1c tasks of the working class aft~r it 

Lcnin auached immensc im )Ortance to . 
rcct relations bctween the pcopll . 1 l .. the establishment of cor-
t hº - es m 'ª )ltmg the U SS R d . 
, o t is problem his letter " T he nu, .- .. ". ., _evotmg 
Autonomisation'" x: cstton of Nat1onahtics or 

. Len in said lhat furthcr consolidation of th. . , 
important task "Fzºr t' " h . e C.S.S.R. was a most 

· s D', e \.vrote ·' · . strength~n the union or socialist r w· wc m~st mamtain and 
doubt." * Thc un ion of che re bl~pu hrcs. _or th1s there can be no 
ali to protect the gains of . . pli~ re;, e sa1d ! was necessary most of 

' socia sm 1rom the 1 . r . . 
was neccssary too for th h 

1 
mpena 1st intngues. I t 

S dl 
' . ' e w o e world liberation 

ccon y, Lenrn noced that the centr r movemcnt. 
scalc should be combined ºth h ª. ism on a country-widc 
public and dcscribed thrºs asw1 t e sovereignty of every union re-

a necessary co d · · fc . 
and fraternal friendship of the p 1 fn mon or thc unification 

L 
· . cop es o the {; s s R 

enm emphas1scd stron lv that t . - . . . . . 
be merely legal and form!1' b ce ~quahty of nat10ns should not 
of the big nations that p , . utla o actual. The internationalism 

· rcv1ous v oppre d h 
not only in obscrving the fo 1' . sse ot ers should consist 
sclfless assistance to the r~a equahty of nations, but also in 

} 
. . p rev wuslv oppressed 11 . 

ac ucvmg factual equal"t b . . , . sma cr nal10ns in 
1 Y v ra1smo- the level of ti · . 

cultural development H ¡' ::i lerr cconom1c and 

l 
· · e a ways condemned . d 

L 1e prmciples ofproletarian inter .. e· 1· , every eparture from 

l
. h . na 10na ism both tow ·d d · 

ua wn c auvinism and l ·d 1 . a1 s omrnant-owai s ocal nat1onalism 
* . . 

V. l. Lt·nm, Collerted Works, Vol. 36, p. 609. 
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¡\s far back as 1919, Lenin wrote that thc Russian Communists 
·--hould severcly punish the slightest manifestation of Great-R us
si:.n nationalism in their own m_idst". He pointed out that, being 
csScntially a betrayal of commurnsm, Grcat-Russian nationalism did 
untold harm, disuniting the Russian Communists and Communists 
of other nationalities, and thereby grinding thc axe of their class 

enernies. Lenin also emphasised the danger of local nationalism, of 
national egoism, of the propagation of nacional exclusivencss, of the 
tendcncy of disrupting or ·weakening the close alliance and friend
ship of thc non-Russian and Russian nations, of disrupting and 
weakening the political, military and cconomic alliance of socialist 

republics. 
Thc best way of building confidencc among Communists of dif-

ferent nations, Lenín pointed out, was to batt.le jointly, shoulder to 
shouldcr, for the dictatorship of thc prolctariat and the building of 
socialism and communism, against nationalism ol' all hues. 

Full equality, sinccrity, mutual respect, friendship, fraternal co
operation and mutual assistance- chis is what must characterise rela-

tions hetwecn nations. 
In the concluding part or his letter, Lenin pointed out once again 

that the propcr conduct or the national policy in che U .S.S.R. was 
incalculably irnportant not only for the Soviet land, but for the 
world communist movcmcnt as a whole, and for thc many millions 
of Asians who would in the near future come to thc forefronl on the 
intcrnational scene. " The morrow of world hist0ry ," Lenin wrote, 
"will be a day whcn thc ª''akening peoples oppressed by irnperi· 
alism are linally aroused and the dccisive long and hard struggle for 

their Jiberation begins." * 
Acting on Lenin's instructions, thc Communist Party has solvcd 

the national question in thc best possible way. lt has secured con
solidation ofthe union ofSovict Socialist Republics, fraternal friend
ship of che peoples, and the flowering of their economy and culture. 
It has combined comprehensive development of cvcry nation and 
the extension of the rights of the national Soviet Republics with 
measures aimed a l closer co-opcration betwcen thcm, at mutual 
assistance, and at the coming together of thc peoples. 

The Communist Partv is detcrmined to maintain the principles of 
internationalism in the 'relations betwcen diffcren t nalionalities. l t 
acts always on L cn in 's proposilion that "the proletariat cannot sup-

• V . l. Lenin, Collected Worlo, Vol. 36, p. 611. 
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~ 1 

1 

1 

port any consccration of nationalism. 
everything lhat helps to obliterare na~i~n ;i; ~ont:ary, it suppons 
national barriers . it s ~a istmct1ons and remov 
be . ' upports evcrythmg that k e 

lwcen nat1onalities closer and l ma es the ties 
T o act differently meaos sid .c oser'. or tends .to mcrge nations 
philistinism,, . * mg wnh reacuonary nationalis; 

Every Soviet Republic, says the Pro ram P.ro~per and devclop only in the re!t fa m_e of thc C. P .S.U. , can 
c1ahst nations of thc C.S.S.R. g mily of the fraternal so-

Cherish Party Unity 

In his articles, " How \Ve Sho Id . 
Peasants' Inspection" and " B t u F Reorgamse thc Workers' and r d e ter ewer But Bett " L . 
me and substanliated a n b f ' er , cnm out-
ma~h_inery of state. He pro;~~eder u~ili:~casures for i;nproving the 
enhslmg thc advanced worke d . g the Party s best forces 
this vcry importanl and urge rs an t~am:d, c~ucated personnel fo; 

O k 
,. S . . nt matter. D1sclosmcr the defi· · h 

w r 01 'ov1ct mstitutions h . d . d 1"> c,cts m t e e a. vanee the task f " d . 
state apparatus to the utmo·t d . f . o re ucmg our . 11 s eg1 ee o economy" " . ., 
rt a traces of extravagance" t. , 1 1 , . . ' . removmg irom 
ll 

" l . , - . ire ess )' securmg a 
le mac unery of state :tiro. }· h ' h . , n improvement in 

1 
• ' rn l re 10- er state · · · 

owcr local bodies" pl . . . º mst1tut10rn; to the 

I 
. · ' acmg 1ts enllrc activit · · . 

,emn considered that the W k ' y on a sc1cntific basis. 
organisation and work of whichº~ ~rs ~d Pc~sants' Inspection, the 
play a great role in improving t~ ~ e rad1cally changcd, was LO 

the establishment of a united' e s late apparatus. He proposed 
contro bodv , h' h ld 

competcnt and effect ive s . . , "' ic wou securc 

be 
upcrv1S1on and str h h 

tween the Party and th t . engt en t e bonds 
the masses, on thc oth e s ate mach~nery' on the one hand' and 

h' er, greatlv improve th d .. 
mac mery, the implementation of 'p , . . e a mmistration 
success of socialist construct· arty pohcy' and promote th<' 

Th T ion. 
. e wclrth Congress of the R e p (B . 

t1on and set up a ¡'oint Cent 1 C. . . .) acted on Lenm's sugges-
d p . ra ontrol Comm· . d 

an easants' lnspection which la ed •:s10n. an Workers' 
to strengthen thc unity of the P~rt y . ~ great _1ole m the struggle 
apparatus, and in the successful l Y: m i;nprovmg the Soviet statc 
structi?~ in the country. . so vmg o the tasks of socialist con-

Lenm s last articles and le h 
cated to the idea ~f se . t\ers .s ow that he was strongly dedi-

rengt ienmg the Party's ideological and 

* V. l. Len in' Collected Works V<>l 20 ' . . pp. 35-36. 
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organisational unity. He regarded the Party as the guiding force of 
Soviet society capable of uniting thc peoplc and leading thcm in 

50
cialist consrruction. These matters wcre uppermosl in his mind, 

and it is no a cciden t, of coursc, that the " Lctter to thc Congress", 
which dealt with thc Party. was the first programme document he 

dictated after he fell ill. 
In bis "Letter to the Congress" and the rclated articles, " H ow 

We Should R eorganise the Workers' and Peasants' Inspection 
tRecommendation to the Twelfth Party Congress)" and "Better 
Fewer, But Better", Lenin examincd the basic problems of the 
Party, its unity, the role of its Central Committee, the need for col
Jcctive leadership, and the bonds between the Party and the masses, 
the distribution of leading functionaries. Thcse were all questions of 
paramount importance for the fu tu re of the Party, its efficiency 
and, consequently, the future of communist construction. 

The carly years of Soviet power had dcmonstrated, Len in 
pointed out, thal the stability of thc proletarian dictatorship and 
the successful accomplishment of its tasks depended on the strength 
ancl unity of the Comrnunist Party, the vanguard of the working 

class. 
He pointed out thal the stability and cohcsion of thc Party's 

leading body, the Central Commiltec, was an esscntial condition for 
Party unity, because the minute the Pany leadership showed insta
bility this ·would be sure to affect the situation within the Party . As 
one of the measures designed to remove the danger of a possible 
split because of differcnces between Part) lcadcrs, Lenin proposed 
that thc n umbcr of Central Committec mcmbcrs be increased to 
severa! score, even as many as a hundrcd, chicfly by inducting 
expcrienced , politically active workers. Thi::. was nccessary "to prc
vent conflicts beMeen small sections of the C.C. from acquiring 
excessive importan ce for the future of the Party". * The greater 
number of members ... vould, at the same time, add to thc prestige 
and role of the Central Committec as a collectivc body guiding the 
Party and the country. Il would help train more Party cadres and 

improve the Party apparatus. 
In the article " How We Should Reorganise the Workers' and 

Peasants' Inspection" Lcnin sugg~~ted enlarging the Central Con
trol Commission and connecting its work with that of the Central 
Committee. Members of the Central Control Commission should 
takc part in the regular plenary meetings of thc Central Committec 

* V. l. Lcnin, Collected WorÁs, Vol. 36. p. 593. 
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and a ccrtain number of' thc former should also attend sillings or 
the e.e. Political Bureau. This, Lenin believed, would makc thc 
work of thc Central Committee smoother and more systematic. 

In his " Letter to thc Congress" Lenin also examined Party sta
bility from che standpoint of thc personal qualities of sorne of the 
Central Committee members drawing spccial attention to their 
shortcomings and mistakes. * 

Lenin pointed lo Trotsky's "non-Bolshcvism", mcntioned his 
strugglc against the Central Committee and wrote that Trotsky was 
a person who " has displayed excessive sclf-assurance and shown 
exccssivc preoccupation with the purely administrative side of the 
work". 

Trotsky's fierce strugglc against the Bolshcviks bcfore 1917 and 
his opportunist, splitting activity after joining the Party - his 
demand to postponc the armed uprising till the Second Congress of 
Soviets, his treachcrous behaviour during the conclusion of the 
Brest Peacc Treaty, his belittling the role of thc Communists in thc 
Red Army and bis attcm¡)ts to withdraw military organs from thc 
Party's control, his anti-Party stand in the trade union discussion , 
his rcpeatcd auacks on the C.C.'s policy and decisions and Lcnin's 
thcory of a socialist revolution, all this proves Lcnin's words alx>ut 
"Trotsky's non-Bolshevism". 

In h.is lellcr Lcnin also characterised Stalin. Considering him as 
a promincnt Parry leader and pointing to his shortcomings, Lenin 
wrote: 

"Comrade Stalin, having become General Secretaf}-, has un
limited authority concentrated in his hands, and 1 am not sur<' 
whether he will always be capable of using that authority with suf
ficient caution." 

Lenin suggcsced that the comrades " think about a way of remov
ing Stalin from that post and appointing another man in his stead 
who in ali othcr rcspects diffcrs from Comrade Stalin in having 
only onc advantagc, namely, that of being more tolerant, more 
loyal, more polite and more considerare to the comrades, lcss capri
cious, etc.".** 

Lenin wrote the letter for the Twelfth Party Congress. The first 
part of it, dictated on Deccmber 23, 1922, in which he dwelt on the 
need of enlarging the number of C.C. membcrs, was dispatched to 
Stalin on thc same day, which fact is recorded in the "Register of 

• V. l. Lcnin, Collecttd Works, Vol. 36, pp. 59<l-95. 
•• /bid., pp. 595 and 596. 
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. ,. TI e notes made on . 's I etters Notes and lnstrucuons . l . iníncr 
¡,enm. , 24 'd 25 1922 and on January 4, 1923, conta . "' 
Dccernber k ahn . r' C C 'mcmbers were accordíng to Lemn's 

ter s etc es o . . . . ' ' 1 c . t 
charac , b ~ dezhda Krupskaya to the Centra ommi -
will. turned o~~r y - : on Ma. 18, 1924, a fcw days before the 
cce afcer Lenm s deat ' ) 1· h R C p (B ) Krupskaya 

· f th Thirteenth Congress o t e · · · · · 
openm~ o e . the handing ovcr of thcse documents: 
wrote m the m~ut~ º~h notes which Vladimir Ilyich dictated 

"I hav_e ~urne r.over De mbcr 23 to January 23. There were 
d · ng h1s 1llness 1rom ecc h thc 

un Th" does not includc t e notes on 
thirtcen separ~te ~othe~. h ~s at present in the keeping of Maria 
national quest1on 1.w ic ate 

llyinichna). .. h been publishcd (on the Workcrs' and 
"Som~ of these .notes ave aboul Sukhanov). Thc notes dated 

Peasants Inspect1on and J . 4 192g are among the 
d 25 1922 and anuary , ·' ' ' 

Deccmbcr 24 an ' ' . h ·ter skctches of sorne Central 
bl . l d ·s and contam e arac . l 

unpu is ie onc. ' VI d. . l lyich's express w1sh t iat · nbers lL was a unir e: 
Comm1ltec mcr · '· b · . d thc nc.,...,l Party Congrcss atter 
thesc particular notes be su m1ttc to 
his death. 

"N. Krupskaya" * 

. . .. . of thc commission appointed to 
On heanng the commumcat1on . f thc Central Committec, 

· · a plenary meeting o · study Lcmn·s papers, f, llowin decision: 
hcld on May 21, 1~24, ad~p~cd ~h: t~e sail documcnts shall be 

" I dance w1th Lem.n s w1s ' . h d 1 
n accor . The . shall be read separatcly to l e e e-

put befor~ lhe Congr~. ? t che are not to be rcproduccd. The 
gations with the provis1on thha d /gations l>y members of the com-
documents shall be read to t c e e ,, 
mission which studicd Lenin's papers. h. h met in .Nlay 1924 

T h. th Party Congress, w ic . 1\t the irtcen . i n of, thc strugglc against Trots~y1si:i, 
dunng the acute ª?gra\·~l o ' he Con rress dclegations. Beanng _m 
Lenin's letter was d1scusscd b) t . .g 1 ·ng the Trotskv1tc 
mind the important role ?f Stalin_ m. re~~ s~arty and trusting 
attacks on Leninism and h1s authonlty t·~·s critica! remarks, thc 

ld t k into account ,cni . . h 
that he wou a e 1 . r vour of Stalin retairnng t e 
delegations expressed th~mse_vt~sc l~rr~tral Committec. 
Post of General Sccretary ol . h e e and other measures 

. . 1· on enlargmg t e . . k 
Lenm·s proposa s . d llectivc lcadership were ta en 

dcsigncd to securc Party unity an co . . . 
. . f Marxism-J .cnimsm. * Central Party Archives ol Insutulc o • . 
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into account by thc Central Committee 'vvhen preparing for lhe 
Twclfth Congress in its spccial thescs on thc rcorganisation and im
provcment of lhe Party's governing bodies. 

Trotsky opposed Lenin's plan of rcinforcing the C.C. and incn·as
ing its membership. As the document:s shov1, he sene a letter to 
members of thc Political Bureau on February 13, 1923, in which he 
bascd his objections on the plea that if the Party's leading bodv 
were enlarged to 50 members it would be deprived of "the neces-
sary organisational form and stabiliti'. Trotsky's o~jections were 
over-ruled by the Plenary :Yleeting of the C.C. in February 1923 
but h~ continuc~ ~o insist on his ow~ proposal, which_ was the ver; 
oppos1te of Lenm s. Howcver, all h1s efforts were reJected by th<' 
Central Commillee. 

Lenin's suggcstion to increase the memhcrshíp of thc C.C. 
bccame a law for the Communist Party. 

Thc cnlargcmcnt of the Central Committec was highly impor
tant. I ~ cnhanccd thc role of the Central Committee in the guid
ance o{ the Party and country and helped to crush the anti-Partv 
groups which emerged aftcr thc death of Len in and launchcd a bit
ter struggle againsl the Party line. 

Thc solid Lcninist corc in thc Central Committcc rcpcllcd ali 
opportunist _attacks on Leninisrn. The Cornmunist Party wou 
a complete v1ctory over the opposition grnups. In a long and bittn 
str~ggl~ against the. e~emies of Leninism, it forged the solid unÍl) 
wh1ch 1s a charactcnst1c feature of the Party's interna) organisacion. 
True to the behests of Lenin, !he Central Committee and the whole 
~rmy of <?ommunists guard thc unity of the Party, resolutcly rrpuls
mg thc sh~htest attcmpt to wcaken this unity and rallying thc Parl) 
to put into practice Lenin's general political line. 

Development of the World Revolution 

Thc immense historical significance of Lenin's last writings tics in 
the fact that they substanliated the general linc of thc Communisl 
Party in building a developed socialist society in the USSR, and 
thoroughly analysed thc question of the paths the world Iiberalion 
movcmcnt of thc working pcople would follow, the question which 
was most pressing at the time. 

In 1918-20, when a sharp revolutionary crisis dcvclopcd in thc 
Wcst, Le1~in thought that the prospects of world socialism 
depended m the main on the victory of lhe revolutionary move
ment in !he principal European countries. 
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The course of cvents showcd that th<' development of the world 
)iberation movement was 1~ore. cor:,'plicated and slower than had 
bcen expected. The revolutions m C~crr~any and Hungary and the 

volutionarv actions of thc proletanat m a number of other coun
re_es had be~n defeated. Lenin wrote that the ruling circles of the 
trl f h . . . h 

pitalist victor-countries took advantage o t cir v1ctory m t e 
~rst \Vorld War to make a fcw concessions to "their" oppressed 

l 
sses. These concessions "insignificant though they are, neverthe-

c a . l . d 
less retard the revolutionary movement m t iose countnes an 

1 f 'l t '"* create sorne semb anee o e ass ruce . 
A big part in saving thc sinking shi~ of capitalism was played_ by 

thc reformists and revisionists of Marx1sm, who hclped the react1~n
ary forces to suppress the revolutionary movcmcnt of the work1:1g 
people. Thcy intimidatcd the ~roletariat of Western Europe. wi~~ 
talk about the "price of rcvolut1on" and argued thal the cap1_tahst 
system could be "improvcd". and that ~oci_alismc ~ould be a~h1eve~l 
through the peaceful evoluoon o~ ca~1tahs1~L ~ he r~form1sts .. ele~ 
scribed the difficulties and cconom1c d1slocallon ,m Soviet Russ1~ as 
the "price of revolution", a~d g~osscd over ~he fa~l _that these d1.~
cullies had becn caused pnmanly by the 1mpenahst war, fore1,,,n 
military intervention and the fierce rcsistance of home counter-revo-

lution. 
Lenin cmpha-;ised that th<' slowing d~wn ?f the rcvolutionary 

movement in the \Vest Europcan countnes d1d not _mean, as the 
reformists and revisionists alleged , that the Bolshev1k~ ~ad made 
a mista.ke when they advanced the proposition that soc1ahsm would 
inevitablv triumph on a world scale. 

The \Vest I.uropean capitalist countries, Lenin went on to say, 
were moving towards socialist rcvolution not _by "the_ grad~al 
'maturing' of socialism" in chcm. At the same time India, <?hma 
and other countries of the East "have bcen cc~mpletel~ JOlted 
out of the rut. Their dcvelopmenl has defim~ely sh1fted to 
general European capitalist lines". A pr?letanat had come 
into being in those countrics, thc democratlc forces had grown 
stronger and more united, the national cons:iousness of the P~?ple5 
had increased. There began "the general _Eur?p~an fcrment ·.As 
Lenin wrote, a 1905 of its own was 1rrcs1stibly and rap1dly 

approaching in the East. . . . 
Lenin demonstrated the immense impact ~h~ nat1onal hberat1on 

movement had on the final victory of soc1ahsm throughout thc 

* V. 1. Lenin, Collectul Works, Vol. 33, PP· 498-99. 
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':'orld. ln 1921, .he wrotc that the First \ 1Vorld War and the estab
lishment of Soviet power in Russia had dcfinitelv converted th 
working peopk of che colonial and semi-colonial c~untries "into ae 

. r. . 1 ll 
act.1ve ia~t~~ 1~, •;~r ~ politics and in .t,he revolutionary dcstruction 
of 1mpenahs~. . It 1s pcrfectly clear, he wrote, "that in the im
pendmg. d~c1s1ve battles in the world revolution, the mo,·cment of 
the maJOnty of the population of the globe, initially directed 
l?w~rds natío.na! libera tion, will turn against capitalism and impt·
nahsm and. w11l, prrhaps, play a much more revolutionary pan than 
we expect. ' * 

~'.n largi~g on this thcsis in his last article, " Better Fewer, But Bet
~er , Lcnm wrote that the countr ies of the East "have been drawn 
mto a proccss of devdopment that must lead to a crisis in the whok 
of world capitalism". ** 
. Thr: b.rea~-up ?~ the .colonial system would mean thc collapsc of 
11npenahsm s posll1ons in the rcar, the loss of its reserves; it would 

. r?ean th at thc imperialists would be dcprived of thc opportunity lo 
s1phon out, through thc plunder of their colonies, the cnormous 
s~tpt:rp.rofils lh<·y used for the refonnist corruption of a certain sec
l10n ol the proletariat in the capitalist countrics. This would inevi
tably kad to a sharpen ing of class contradictions and intensi[v thr 
wor~ing-':lass slrugglc in thosc rnuntries for the victory of soci~lism. 
Lenm pomted out rime and again that for a n umbcr of reasons it 
would be h~rd~r to bc~in socialist revolutions in the dcveloped 
Western cap!lahst countnes than in R ussia. But he \.Vas certain that 
they were inevitable. 
~oting the ¡,rrcat role of the national liberation movement in thc 

d.e~elopment of world revolution, Lenin considered that it would be 
nd1culous ~o exclude thc proletariat of Europc and America from 
the r~voluuonary fo~ces. *** He attached decisive importance to the 
workmg class, the mtcrnational working-class movemcnt. 
. T he main .thing, as Lenin constantly pointed out, was the crca

t1on of a un~ted r~vol uti.onary fron t of the international working
class and nat1onal ltbcrat1on movcments. He stresscd the corrcctncss 
of the sloga~ advanced by thc Communist Intcrnational, " Workers 
of all countncs and all oppressed peoples, unite!", remarking that it 
corresponded to thr new historical conditions. **** 

• V. l. Lrn in, CoJl,rted Wurh, Vol. 32, pp. 454-55 . 4-82. 
** !bid. , Vol. 33, p. 499. 

*** Scc ibid., p. '.{5 1. 
**** Set· ihid., Vol. 31. p. 453. 
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Thc rallying of the main revolutionary forces - the socialist sys
tem, to which belongs the decisive role in the world rcvolutionary 
process, the international working class, thr national liberation 
movement, and the unity of action of the Communist Parties of all 
countries on the basis of Marxism and the principies of proletarian 
internationalism - this is the only true path, pointed out by Lenin, 
to victory in the struggle against imperialism for peace, national in
dcpcndence, social progress, democracy and socialism. 

This, in general outline, is the content of Lenin's last articles and 
letters. In wealth of ideas and importance of the thcoretical propo
sitions a.dvanced in them, they occupy an outsta.nding place in 
Lenin's id.eological legacy. These works illumined for many decadcs 
ahead the path of the Soviet land to communism and the prospects 
for the development of mankind as a whole. They wcre and still are 
ofvital importance for our Parly, for the Communist and Workers' 
Partics of all the socialisl countries, and for the intcrnational com
munist movcrnent as a whole. 

At Gorki 

Lenin hopcd that he would be able to take part in the coming 
T wclfth Congress of thc Party and planned to address it. On 
~larch 10, 1923, hmvever, he had anothcr and the most sevcre 
attack, which led to a loss of speech and further paralysis of thc 
right arm and Jeg. O n March 11, a governmcnt communication 
was published stating that thc health of Vladimir l lyich Lcnin had 
dcterioratcd sharply. In view of this the Govemmcnt deemed it 
necessary that medica.! bulletins on the condition of his health be 

published. 
In April 1923, thc Party held its Twelfth Congrcss. This was the 

first congress since the Octobcr Revolution that Lenin was unable 
to attend. However, the preparation for thc Congress and the Con
grcss itself took guidance from Lenin's last articles and Ietters. On 
February 21, the C.C. Plenary :Meeting examined the theses on the 
national and organisational questions and drc:ided not to publish 
chem until Lenin sees them (with thc cloctors' permission) . If Lenin 
disapproved of them, an emergcncy plenary meeting could be 
called to re-examine them. Lenin's articles "How We Should Reor
ganise thc \Vorkcrs' and :Pcasants' [nsprction (Recommendation to 
the Twclfth Party Congress)" and "Hctter Fcwer, But Bettcr" wcre 
discussed in the press and by Party organisations, and approved by 
the Communists. 
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This shows that che claims of bourgeois ,.,-riters that Lcnin ,.vas no 
longer ab!e t.o work and no . longer influenced Party and govern
~en t ~ffairs. m the latter pcnod of his life werc absurd and mali
c1ous mvent1ons. 

Here is ·w~at Y. ~umazbny, Secretary of thc Bryansk Gubcrnia 
Party eom m mee, sa1d on this seo re in his speech at the eongress. 
"?omrades, I think the debate on the e.e. rcport should first deai 
w1th Comrade Lenin's articles, because Comrade Lcnin has done 
almost as ~uch for the Twelfth Congress as he did for the previous 
congresscs m the way of preparation. I would go so far as to say he 
has d.one mo.re, ~nd no~ .only in the sense of preparing for it, but 
also m shaping 1ts dec1S1ons, bccause, considering Lenin's reccnt 
condition, his anides are, in dTecl, a political report and have out
lined the immcdiatc tasks facing the Party, Soviet power and the 
eommunist lntcrnational." * 
~ Lenin's sturdy constitution rcsisted the ailment stubbornly. In the 
first half of May 1923, his condition improved somewhat and on 
May 15, a fine sunny day, he was taken by car to Gorki. At bis 
~equcsl he was put in the room which he had occupied beforc his 
illness, the most simply fornishcd one in the housc. Fresh air and 
good care had a bencficial eflect, and towards tbe cnd of J ulv 
Lcnin. b~gan stcadily to recuperare. He slept more soundly, h,i~ 
appet1tc 1mprove~. H~ .was able to sit up and before long he could 
walk and takc da1ly amngs in the park in bis whccl-chair. His sratc 
of mind, Krupskaya wrote later, changed compktely. He "joked 
a lot, and laughcd", and even hummed the Jnternationale and other 
revolutionary songs. 

During his illncss Lcnin wa5 sustained by the deep love and fond 
care of the Party and thc people. At their mcetings, workers, pcas
ants an~ Red !"rmy men never failed to inquire about Len in 's 
health. f,very p1ece of good news from Gorki was receivcd with joy 
by t~e wo~kmg pcoplc. Thousands of letters and telegrams wishing 
Lenm rap1d recovcry wcrc received by the Central Committee 
the Council of People's Commissars, the press, and Lcni~ 
personally. 

Many of the lcttcrs contained all kinds of medical advicc. Their 
writers said they would gladly donate their blood for their beloved 
leader. Communists and non-Party people alike wrote, "We are 
ready to give our lives that he may get well and be able to work." 

• Twefjih C1mgress qf the R.C.P.( B.). Verbalim Report, April 17-25, 1923, Moscow, 
1961l, p. 105 (Russ. cd.). 
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Tbe doctors said of Lenin that he was a "most remarkable 
paticnt". \Vitb the will-power and persistence typical of him, Lenin 
strove Lo conquer his illness. This ir, one of the reasons he improved 
in health so markedly towards the closc of 1923. Lenin's principal 
objcct in those months was to regain his speech and to karn to 
writc with bis left hand. He applied himself to the cask with 
cxtraordinary tenacity and, much to his joy, made steady progress. 
A speecb specialist said he was sure Lcnin would talk again. 

Lenin's desk stood bcside a window. He likcd to look at Gorki. 
He had good contacts \VÍth the pcasants there, anu saw to it that 
clectricity was installed in the village and that thc peasants were 
supplied with seeds and machinery. 

All this time Lenin kcpl his attention focussed on tbe affairs of 
the country, the work of the Party and people. He insisted on being 
given Pravda and ]zvestia. Aftcr a look at thc headlincs he would ask 
Nadezhda Krupskaya to rcad thc editorials, news items and artides 

to him. 
Lenin also kcpt ahreast of new publications. Usually , he exam-

ined thc packages of books that carne to Gorki, selecting thosc 
which intcrestcd bim mosl, such as literature dcaling with the scicn
tific organisation of labour, the magazine l'od .(namenem Marksiz;.ma, 
rcfercnce books, and atlases. In the cvenings Nadezh<la Krupskaya 
would read fiction to bim. Saltykov-Shcbcdrin was one of thc 
authors. Lenin liked Gorky's book My Uni11ersities. H e always in
quire<l after Maxim Gorky and was very much upset on leaming of 
his illness. Lenin also greatly enjoyed poetry: the verses of Dcmyan 
Bedny, Béranger and other revolutionary pocts. 

"As I read to him," Krupskaya recalls, "he would look pensively 
out of thc window at the setting sun. 1 recall the verse ending with 
the line: 'The Communards will nevcr, never be slavcs.' 

" l read as though vowing to Ilyich that wc should nevcr, never 
surrender tbe gains of the revolution .... " * 

Lenin enjoyed watching newsreels, particularly Soviet ones. He 
was keenly interested in the All-Russia Agricultura\ Exhibition. On 
his request the assistanl manager of the Gorki Statc Farm went to 
the Exhibition and then told Lenin about his impressions and also 
about the work of the state farm. When two tractors wcre brought 
to the farm Lenin watcbed them at work. Aftcrwards, well 
plcased with their performance, he shook tbc hand of their 

driver. 

" 1'. K. Krupskaya. Stories Aboul f.eni11, 1979, p. 96. 
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On Octobcr 18, 1 ?23, Len in decided to visit Moscow. Nadczh 
Krupskaya and ~lana Ulyanova accompanicd him. He was · h'da 
spirits during lhe trip. When thev drove into thc ci'ty he 

10 
igh h' , removed 

is cap and waved it in greeting. In the Kremlin he went to h' 
apartmcnt, lookcd inlo thc meetina-hall of the Co~ncil of p,.. 1 ~s C . b 'ºP <' s 

omm1ssars and thcn went to his office. On the following da . ¡ 
dro e th h h · · · · h · ' ) le v . roug t e clly, v1s1tmg t e Agncultural Exhibition. In the 
Kre~lm, ~e took a few books from his bookcase and returned 
Gorki. Tlus was Lcnin's last visit co :Yfoscow. to 

. Even whcn very ill, Len in showed concern for his relatives and 
fnends and thc people around him. H e was very fond of Nadezhd 
Krupskaya. and Maria Ilyinichna, and watchcd over their healtl; 
He saw to 1t that thcrc was absolutc quiet in the house after lunch 
w.hen Nadezl~da Krupskaya had her aft~moon rest. H e alway~ 
askcd the ?oc.t(~rs and thc rcst of the mcd1cal personnel how the , 
were and inquircd wl~ether visitors from the city had been givc~ 
<~ mcal. H.e was very lo~d of children. When a party was arrangcd 
for llH~ chddren of Gork1 on Ncw Year's Evc, Lenin sat in the hall 
watc?mg thc~ at p~ay, cnJoying their concert and sharing in thcir 
m~rruncnt. \~ben h1s relat1ves thought thc noise might tire him, he 
sa1d the ch1ldren should not be interrupted in their games. 
" ~rupsk~ya wrotc to Maxim Gorky about Len in's lasl wccks: 

lJp to lns dcath, he was the same- a man of tremendous will
po~~r and self'.-control, who laughed and jokecl and was tenderlv 
sol1c1tous of others." * ' 

11.1 the lacter half of October 1923 Lenin's health deterioratec.I 
agam, ahhough he fell \\'di enough to continuc his d aily routine. 
Krup~kaya. read ~he papers to him every day. He followed closdy 
~he d1Scuss1on wh1ch Trorsky and his supporters forced on the Party 
m. thc· autumn of 1923. The Trotskyites slandered the Central Com
m1ttee, dcman?ed frecd~m for fact ions and groups in thc Party and 
urged ccon~m1c concess1ons to foreign capital. T he Party rebuffrd 
the Trotskyites firmly. T hc Thirteenth Party Conference hcld on 
Jan~a~y 16-18, 1924, condemned Trotskyism as a petty-bomgeois 
dev1.at.10n .and an attempt to revise Leninism, and endorsed the 
Lenm1st lmc of the Cen tral Commiltee . 

. During l~1e discus~ion L~nin familiarise~ himself ·with the princi
p~il doc.umcnts pubhshed 111 Pravda and hterature dealing with it. 
, l.here 1s. cver~ reason to assumc that Krupskaya opposed the 
1 rotsky lmc w1th Lenin's knowledgc. After the conference opcnecl, 

* Lmin and Gorky. Lcllt'rs, Reminisccnct'.~, Documents, 1969. p. 265 IRuss. 1:d.). 
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,.,anted the accounl of it read to hirn from beginning to cnd. 
Lc111 • . , A h ) " .. \\'hcn Lenin appeared exc1ted on Saturday (January 19.-- ut · , 
J( ·upskava wrote later, "I told him che resolutions werc pass~d 
u~animo,usly . We spent Saturday and Sun.day rcadin~ them. ~em?, 
listcncd ,·ery attcntively, and askecl c¡uesuons from time to umc. 

It appeared that Lenin was on the road to rccovery'. He was even 
expected to be up and about by. summer. When openmg the .Ele,:-

th All-Russia Congress of Soviets on January l9, 1924, 11ikhall 
~alinin informed the delcgates that the lcading specialists attending 
Lenin hoped that he would return to g?vernment and political 
\\'ork. The delegatcs rcceived this ncws w1th stormy applause and 

cheers. 

The Death of Lenin 

But the hopes that Lenin woulcl recover ,..,,ere dashed on ~anuary 
21 1924, ,-vhcn a sharp deterioration set in sud.denly. At 6.)0 r.m. 
L : · d'ed 1"he medica! report statecl that Lcnm had suffcred from c.nm 1 . . . f 
ccrcbrosclcrosis causcd by mental overstrain. Thc d.irect ca~sc o 
clcath was cerebral haernorrhagc. Supcrhuman cxeruon and mccs-
sant work had cut shorl Lenin's lifc prematurely. . 

O n thc night of January 21, the Central Comm1ttec of the 
R.C.P .(B.) called an ernergcncy Plenary ~.ceting. On January 22 , 
at 6 a.m., the radio announccd the sad ud~ng~ to the co~n.try ~ncl 
the , .. 

1
hole ,.vorld. The governrrient commu01cauon .cm Le~m s dealh 

said: "He is no longer \vith us, b11t his cause lives on. J\cung on the 
will of the masses, thc Soviet Governmcnt will carry on the wor~ of 
Vladimir Hvich and ,..,,¡u advancc a long thc path chartcd by. h1m. 
T hc Soviet ~tate stands firmly at its post, on guard over thc gains of 

the proletarian revolution. '' ó9 
. , 

On thc fOllowing <lay the Central Comm1ttce of. the R.C·\:(B.) 
published an appeal "To the Party , to J\11 Workmg Pcople" l.t 
enumerated Lenin's historie services to the Party and the country, 
to the world proletariat and to ali progrcssive mankind .. lt stressecl 
thc immortalitv of Lenin's caust and callcd on Commumsts and all 
working peopl~ to follow Lenin's bcbesLS, to unite cvcn more closely 

round thc Comm unist P arty . . 
"Never since M arx," thc appcal said, "has the history of the 

great libcration moverncnt of the proletariat pr?duced such 
' · · fi as our de})aned kader teachcr and fnend. All that a t1Lamc igure . · • . . . . . .. 
· ·1 t i h"i·oi·c· 1•11 tl1c· proktanat - a !earless mmd, a w1ll 1s tru y grca anc ~ · · , · . . 

f 
· ¡ d' pei·si'stenl and abk LO surmount all obstacles, o iron , un )en mg, . 
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a uurning, undying hatred of slavery and opprcssion, a revolution
ary passion that rnuves mountains, boundless faith in the treative 
energies of the masscs. vast organisationa l gcnius -ali this found 
splendid embodiment in Lenin, whose name has bccome the symbol 
of the UC\\ world from East to vVest, from __ '.\orth LO South .... 

"But his physical death is not the death of bis cause. Lcnin lives 
on in the hcart of evcry meml>er of our Party. Every member of 
our Party is a part of Len in. The whole of our Communist famil) is 
the collective embodimcnt of Lenin .... The death of our teacher, 
a heavy blow, will unite our ranks even more closely. We are 
marching against capital in a salid militant chain and no force on 
earth will be able to prevent our ultimate victory. 

"This victory will be thc fincst monumcnt to Comrade Lenin, to 
the man whom, as their best friend , the masscs called their ' Jlyich'. 

"Long live our Pan y and may it ever be victorious ! 
"Long live the working class ! " 
On January 23, the Executive Committee of the Communist In 

ternational issued an appeal which · ended with the words: 
" Wc addrcss the millions of our comrades in strugglc in ali parts 

of thc world with the appcal: follow the behcsts of Len in whkh 
continue to livc on in his Party and in everything he created in bis 
liktime. Fight thc way Lcnin fought and like Lcnin you will be 
victorious." 70 

ün January 21 -23, members of the Party Central Committee and 
of thc Government, delcgations from the Eleventh All-Russia Con
grcss of Soviets and from rhe working people of Moscow went to 
Gorki to bid farcwell to Lcnin. They wcre joined by the peasants 
from the surrounding villages. On January 23, Lenin's body was 
brougbt by special train to ~foscow and placed in the Hall of 
Columns of the House of Trade Unions where the people carne to 
pay tribute to Vladimir Ilyich. 

Workers, peasams, Red Army nien , intellectuals, students, people 
of diverse nationali cies, delcgations of working people from ali over 
the world moved in an endlcss stream past the bier in solemn 
silence, broken from time to time by restrained sobbing. Each of 
them slowed clown by the hier to take a last look at Lenin, to com
mit his prccious featurcs to memory. AII the streets adjacent to the 
House of 'frade Unions were filled with slowly moving columns of 
pcople, who had come, in spite of the bitter January frost of 
:~Oº C., to bid farewell to their grcat Jeadcr. Fires wcre buill 

in the strects at which the people, standing in thc qucues, 
warmed themsdves. They q ucued for hours in order to ha ve two or 
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. e minutes in the Hall of Columns to bid a final "farcwell" to 
thie. O . 900 000 people passed through the Hall of Columns 
Len.in. t~~r fou; days and nights that Lenin. lay i~ ~tat~. 
durmg . . .. h Id t ali entcrprises mihtarv umts, mst1-At memorial meetmgs e a , , R d i\rmv 

. d ·n the countrvside. workers and peasants, e . , 
cut1ons :~ o/science and a~t expressed their decp g:ief over th~ r~~ 
inen, m . bl 1 and assure<l the Commumst Party o t en 
rnature, irrepa!a . e;: romised the Central Committce and the 
abs~lutGe tr~st m it. th ~~:ev would devotc ali their energies to car-Soviet overnmcnt a , 

· out Lenin's behests. J 
rying S d All-Union Congress of Soviets opened on anuary 

The ' econ f the grcat Jeadcr and teacher 
26 I t was dedicated to the memory o ~ K· ¡ · . Chairman 

. . l Opening thc Con<Yress, a mm, 
of thc workmg pcop e. . , f hl') U S S R said that the 

C l Executive Comm1ttce o t e .. ~. ., 
of t?e entra ,t . ld stearlfastly follow the directives of Lenin Sovier Governmen wou . 
. · h e and foreio-n pohcy. . . 
10 1ts om ::> • • • sly passed a decmon to 

The Second Congress o1 Sov1~ts unan1mou d . eal to the 
h of 1 erun and addresse an app . 

perpetuare. t e memory .. ~hasised that wide circulation of lns 
workcrs of the world. It e in¡ l ·n for il would bring the 

k ld l the best monument to ,cm ' . 
wor s wou )C . • . • h .. ·h f . 11 I t en trusted the Lenm 
ideas of commumsm w1thm t e rca1,; o a . 'bl fa popular edi-

. l h bl' ·ation as soon as poss1 e o 
Institute w1t l t e p u ic . .11 . s of copies and in various 
tion of Lenin's selected works in rm ton . for . publication on 

d also with thc preparauon , ' , 
languages ~n . . . . . olkcted works. The Congress likc
a strictly sc1entific basIB, .º' h1s e. h h est of the Petrorrrad 

cd · 1 an ee w1t t e requ :-.· 
wise resolv ' m co~p i kers of the citv's factories and plants, to 
Soviet supportcd by th1e wordl of the proletarian revolution, into 
rename Petrograd, t e era e 

Leningrad. . le the Con<Tress also 
Meeting the wishcs ~f ,the ~ror~mg ~:~~oleum to b~.., specially 

decidcd to preserve Lcnm s hoKy l~· a all in R ed Square, beside 
built for the purposc near thefi ~em in ( thc O ctober R evolution. 
thc common gra~es of the ig ters º. h of thc people, solved 
Soviet scientists, m response tod thel w1~ e~ method of cmbalming 
a most difficul t problem ; they eve ope I . 's body over the 
which would make it possible to preserve ~cmn 

years. 27 1991. Lenin 's body was trans-
On the morning of JaF~~ryd Úni;n; to thc R ed Square and 

ferrcd from the House ? r~[i e m ast which the working people 
placed on a specially bmlt ~:le ~:ti~ts from ali parts of the Soviet 
of Moscow and numcrous h~ íli as installed in the Mauso
U nion marched. At 4 o'clock t e co in w 
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lcum to the accompaniment ·of solemn music and thousands of fac
tory whistlcs and gun salvoes. 

Motor vchicles and crains e.ame to a five-minute standstill, work 
stoppcd at planes and factories in che Soviet Union as Vladimir 
Ilyich Lenin was laid to rt.'St. On the day of Lenin's funeral thr 
workers in many capitalisc countries declarcd a fo·c-minute work 
stoppagc. In dccp sorrow the working people of the whole world 
bade farewcll to thcir teacher, their best friend and protector. 

Communist Parties abroad sent letters of condolcnce to the Cen
tral Committee ofthe R.C.P. (B.) in which they expressed their grief 
and dcclared their adherencc to the principles of proletarian intcr
nationalism and their stcadfast dctermination to follow the behests 
ofLcnin. Mrmorial meetings and manifcstations were held in Berlín, 
París, London, Ncw York, Praguc, Warsaw and in many other 
cities. No reprcssions or persécutions could deter the ·workers and 
the ordinary folk from cxpressing their solidarity with the Soviet 
peoplc. 

Lenin's dcath carne as a heavy blow to the working masscs oJ' thc 
opprcssed East, which was awakening to a new life. The news of his 
dcath was reccivcd with profound gricf by thc Chincse peoplc. 
A mass meeting was hcld in Peking. In Canton, then the rcvolu
tionary centre of China, three days' mourning was dedared. Spcak
ing at a memorial meeting, Sun Yat-sen said: 

"Through the agcs of world history thousands of leaders and 
scholars appc-ared who spoke eloqucnt words, but these remaincd 
but words. You, Lenin, wcre an cxception. You not only spokc- and 
taught us, bue translaced your words into deeds. You creatcd a new 
coun try. Yo u showed us the ro ad of jo in t struggle.... Yo u, grea l 
man that you are, will live cm in the memories of the oppresscd 
peoplcs through thc centuries." 

Largc sections of the population of India, Afghanistan, Mongolia, 
Korea, Indochina, Indonesia, Turkey, Iran, the Arab countrics and 
the countries of Latín America expr~ssed their grief at thc death of 
Len in. 

The imperialists, Whites and reactionaries of all hues made no 
attempt to conccal their joy. They reckoned that the death of thc 
lcader of the Communist Party and the Soviet people would result 
in a split in thc Party and the collapse of the Soviet system. How
evcr, the cxpcctations of the encmies of the Soviet Rcpublic dicl not 
matcrialisc. 

Although the Party and the people wcrc overwhelmed by gricf, 
thc dcath of Lenin did not cause panic or confusion in their ranki:;. 

470 

{. d d' ss the working h ontrarv l n those davs of pro oun istre .. 
On \ee 0~ the S;viet land dis~laycd exccptional firmne~, cour~~~ 
pc~p Jf-control and united cven more closely round the Commu . 
an se d . C tral Committee. A mass movcment arose among 
Party an its enl . . he Communist Part)' Ovcr 240,000 , king peop e to JOlD t · 
thc "ºr d . d to thc Party. they were the foremost mbers wcre a m1tte , d d 
new_ me f h . k. g class the mosc class-conscious, devote an 
ecuon o t e wor m , . 1 

s. . . Th' was thc historie Lenm Enro ment. 
d1sc1phned. is f L . . m under the lcadership of the Cen-

Under the banner o emm~ t 'Party has confidently guided the 
tral Committee, thc Cohm7~~ts ent of Lenin's behests and towards 
Soviet people towards t e u m . 
the victory of socialism and commumsm. 



Chapter Fourteen 

THE TRIUMPH OF THE GREAT IDEAS 
OF LENINISM 

The victory of colD.Dlunism is 
Communism will triumph. 

inevitable. 

Úntn 

Leni.n, the brilliant continuer of thc teachina of K t 1L<. • • d 
Fredcnck E Js h b ar 1via1 x an 

nge ' as gone down in historv as the great k d f 
the. Octobcr ?ocialist Revol~tion, the org~niser and ~uid/o;rtl~ 
maJ~r rev~lutron~ry accomphshments of our age which markcd th e 
turnmg .ºf mankmd to socialism and comm~nÍsm , <' 

Thc hfe anci activity of Leuin v.rill i;erve alwavs. as an i ... · . 
example to revolutionary· firrhters for freed d , nspumg 

d h 
l'> • om' cmocracy soc1'aJ1ºsm 

an t e happin<·ss of the workin r ' • son to a l . , g people. Today we have every rea-
. PP y to Lcntn s teaching the same words that h ·d 

descnbc the tcaching of Karl Marx and Frederick E 1 e ~~ to 
ali powcrful te h' be ngc s: 1t is an 
R - l . ~e mg, .cause it is true. The victory of the October 

evo ut1on an . the whole coursc of world historv ovcr subse. ucnt 
decades provc irrefutably that history is devel : . d 
with thc laws discovered by Marxism-Lmir1is~mg m accor anee 

Leninisrn- the Marxism of the Modern Age 

At the lurn of the ccntury ca 't l' . . stage Th l . p~ a ism entered its last, imperialist 
b . e revo utionary tra~s1t10n from capitalism to socialism 
S ec~ml.e aRn urgen.t need of social development. The Great Octobcr 

ocia ist evolution, the main even f l 2 
~~¡:~~et~ r~dically. the political and s~c~o-~:~no~~ ~:~~u~~' R :~:¡e: 

e mternat1onal libcration movement to a ne h. h l 1' 
There began a ne b . w, ig er eve . 
Great October R;v~fuc;ioªn ~~'lT~h1chb Ll~~in wrfote s?or_tly after thc 

. . e a o it10n o cap1tahsm and its 
vest1ges, and thc establishment of the f d 1 f . un amcuta s o the com-
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nn1nist order comprise the content of the ncw era of world history 
tbat has set in."* 

The Communist Party has developed Lcnin's definilion of the 
agc in relation to modern conditions. Thc CPSU Programme 
states: " Our epoch, whose main contcnt is thc transition from capi
talisrn to socialism, is an epoch of struggle between two opposing 
social systems, an epoch of socialist and national-liberation re"olu
tions, of the brt>.akdown of imperialism and thr abolition of the m
lonial system, an epoch of the transition of more and more peoples 
to the socialisl path, of the triumph of socialism and communisrn on 
a world-wide scale." ** 

Lenin stood at the sources of the new cpoch in world history. 
From the standpoint of crcative Marx1sm he revealed the funda
mental laws and pcrspectives of social devrlopment, enriching revo
Jutionary theory with new conclusions and theses of world-historic 

importance. 
[n the new historical conditions he dcvelopcd crcativcly the Marx-

ist teaching on the world-historic mission of the working dass, 
the hegemony of the proletariat, the socialist revolution and thc 
Soviet state, the proletarian party uf a ncw type, and the class allies 
of the proletariat in thc struggle for dcmocracy ami socialism. 
Lenin's thcory of the world revolutionary process, his tlwses on the 
principies of the peaceful coexistence of states with different social 
systems and on the defence of thc socialist Homeland are a most 
important contribution to Marxism. 

The summit of Lenin's scientific crcativc work was bis teaching 
on the ways of building socialism and communism. He elaborated 
theories on the agrarian and national questions and on thc indis
soluble link of soóal and na tional liberation, and crcated the scien
tific foundations for the national •policy of rhe Communist Party, 
the principies of proletarian internationalism. 

By his writings Lenin enriched all thc component parts of Marx
ism: philosophy, political economy and scientific communism .. He 
developed the fundamental propositions of dialectical and histoncal 
materialism, philosophically generalising the achicvements of the 
natural sciences in the late 19th and carly 20th ccntury and the 
new phenomena and processcs of social developmcnt. Of tremen
dous importance is Lenín's tcaching on imperialism as the highest 

* V. l. Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 31, p. 392. 
** Tite Road to Communism, Foreign Languages Publishing Housc, Moscow, 

1961, p. 449. 
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and last slage of capitalism, and his creation of thc principies of 
political economy of socialism. Lcnin profoundly analyscd th 
probl~m of thc unity of revolutionary theory and revolutionar~ 
pract1ce. 

~arxist-Leni~ist theory is the philosophical and methodological 
bas1s of che pohcy of the CPSU, a mighty weapon of thc revolu
cionaries of ali lands. lt providcs the main principies, withoul which 
scientific analysis of the concrete historical situation and che reach
ing of correct política) decisions is inconceivable. "Marxism means 
being able to determine what policy to pursue in what condi
tions," * Len in wrotc. 

Leninism, the Leninist stage in the development of revolutionary theory, is 
rightfy called tlze new, higher stage of J\1arxism, the Marxism of the modern 
age. Marxism-f,eninism is an eternal/y alive, integral and creatively develof>
ing teachinJ? that generalises the historical experience of tite workin,g class anrl 
the peoples qf ali countries. L~yal(y w AJarxism-leninism, the great, sirig/f_, 
inter11atior1al teaching, is a guarantee of tite further successes qf tite communist 
movement throughout the world. 

The Leninist stage in the history of Marxism is not confincd to 
Lcuin's lifctimc. 

Lenin's ideas are creatively developed by che CPSLJ and thc fra
ternal partics, the whole collective thinking of thc world communist 
movement. 

Lcninism is thc most progrcssivc and influential ideology m the 
modcrn world. Lenin's writings are the most widely disseminated 
on our planet. They are published in over 130 languagcs; 
367 translations of his works were made in various coun
tries in 1981. Thcir cditions run into hundreds of millions of 
copies. People in all lhe countries read them and learn from them 
how to live and fight. 

Jn the modcrn agc l\farxism-Leninism is intensifvino· its resolute ' , ::> 

struggle against bourgeois ideology. Overcoming the fiercc rcsis-
tancc of its enemies, Marxism-Leninism emerges victorious from 
each skirmish with the foe. "The progress of Marxism," Lenin 
wrote, "the facl that its ideas are spreading and taking firm hold 
among thc working class, inevitably increase the frequency and in
tensity of thcsc bourgeois attacks on Marxism, which bccomes 
strongcr, more hardened and more vigorous every time it is 'annihi
lated' by official science." ** 

• Ccnlral Party Archives. 
** V. l. Lcniu, Co/lected Works, Vol. 15, p. 31. 
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Lcnin constantly warned that bourgeois ideology and rcvisionism 
would penetrate the ranks of the workers' parties and cause vacilla
tion among the unstable demcnts, and that such a phcnomenon 
was inevitable until capitalism collapsed. History and the present 
day confirm that Lenin was ri~ht to urge ~l~rxists to be _v~gil~nt 
and to fight irreconcilably agamst bourgeo1s 1deology, revts1omsm 

and opportunism. 
Modern bourgeois ideologists, opportunists and rcYisionists lay 

the main stress in the struggle against Marxism-Leninism on 
dcpriving the latter of its revolutionary content. They seek to 
remove from :\farxist-Leninist teaching thc idea that the working 
class is the leading force of the rcvolutionary struggle, of the world 
liberation movement. Revisionists of ali stripes deny the need for 
socialist revolution and the establishment of thc power of lhe work
ing class and its allics, and opposc che transfer of the most. impor
tant means of production to public owncrship and the leadmg role 
of the Communist Party. 

In their efforts to disarm thc working class ideologically and 
organisationally, to disorganisc and paralys: its struggle fc~r th.c 
social transformation of the world and to set 1t on the palh ol cap1-
tulation to impcrialisrn, the revisionists attempt to deny the intcr-
national importance of existing socialism. . 

Lenin always fought against thc ossification of thought, aga_mst 
revisionism and dogmatism, for a creative approach lo revolut1on
ary tht.'Ory. Dogmatists and pedants rcgarded the. creative de~~lop
ment of Marxism as a departurc from rcvoluhonary trad1tions. 
Replying to them, Lenin wrotc: '"fhe need to maintain r~volution
ary traditions demands at the samc time an . analys1s of. ~he 
conditions of their application, and not the simple rcpeut1?n 
uf rcvolutionary slogans which ar<' mcaningful 111 spec1al 

conditions." * 
~1odern bourgcois falsificrs and rcvisionists are particularly su~tle 

in cheir attempts to underminc thc unity, the integrity, of Marx1st
Leninist teaching by contrasting Lenin with Marx. They seek to 
represent Marx as an objcctivist who relied on. the spontaneo~s 
course of historv and denicd the nced of revolut1on for the trans1-
tion from capit~lism to socialism. Lcnin, unlike Marx, is port~aved 
as a subjectivist, Blanquisl and volu1~tarist 71 who allcgedly ?ehev:d 
that the revolutionary, violent acuons of a small consp1ratonal 

* V. L Lenin, Complete Works. Fiflh Russian l~<lition, Vol. 16, p. 474. 
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g~oup we~e the ma0 driving f~rce of t?e h~storical process. This 
d1stort.ed interprctat1on of Marx1sm and ns h1g·her stage L<·r11·n· . ¡· • ' , 1$TI) 
is a ma 1c10us slander of \!farxism-Leninism. ' 
Toda~ ~eninism is at the very centre of thc idcological struggl, 

Bourgems 1dcologists and revisionists seek to portray Leninisn1. e. 
" 1 R . ,. h as a pure ~ ussian · p enomenon and thereby deprive it of its inter-

nat1o~al 1mport~nce. Lenin"s main arena of activity was Russia. No 
~ne w.111 deny th1s. But as a Marxist Lenin was a consistent interna
t10nahst. He viewcd the main problems of Russia in tbe light f 
world histo~y , taking in~o acco~nt its experience and Icssons, an~ 
the. workcrs movement m R uss1a as part of the international revo
lut1onary workers' movement. Lenin fought for a socialist Rus~ia 
but he saw t~e rcvolution in Russia as a component part of th; 
world revoluttonary movement. "Lenin's teaching " said Leon ici 
Brezhncv,. "incorporated everything thal had ' been producrtl 
by ~ankmd's best. minds, g.eneralisi!1g and fusing imo a. single 
wholc thc worldw1de expencnce o( thc working pcople's class 
struggle." * 

The great international significancc of Leninism lies in the fact 
that, ha\ ~ng emerged on the firm base of Marxism, it: 
~enerahsed thc experience of the three revolutions in Russia, 

wlnch played a great role in the destiny of the peoples of thr 
country. Thcse revolutions, particularly the Grcat üctober Socialist 
Rc.volution, ~h.ich laid the ~oundation for the transition from capi
tahsm to. soc1ahsm, were of 1mmcnse international significance and 
~trongly míluenced the development of the revolutionary movemen t 
m all thc coun tries of the ,vorld; 

substantiated the main lines of thc advance of thc masses towards 
socialism _and armed the Communist Party with a plan for socialist 
construct10n. A model of the scicntific, comprchcnsive and realistic 
appr?ach to solving a task of world historical importance, this plan 
prov1des for the development of productive forces the crcation of 
the m~terial ai:d technical base of socialism, th~ transformation 
of social relat1ons, and the remoulding of people's spiritual 
world; 

. teaches p_cople to ~d?pt an in_ternationalist attitude to the expe
r;ence of ex1s~mg soc~ahsm~ that is, to be able to distinguish what is 
gener~l ~n? mternat1onal m the experience of building socialism in 
each md1v1dual country and make crea!_ive use of this in concrete 

* L. l. Brezhnev, FolÚJwing l-min's Cour$~, Progres.~ Publishcrs, Mosc;ow, 1972. 
p. 262. 
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historical conditions. Lcnin pointed out that lhe general plays 
a decisive role, but it always manifests itsetr through the concrete 
and particular in this or that historical situation. He bc\ievcd that 
all nations would come to socialism, but not ali in exactly the same 
wav, each \vould contributc something of its own, new and 
nationally specific; 

showed in practice the way to crcate a multi-national socialist 
state as the main instrument of building socialism, the experience of 
which is an examplc to all fighters for social and nationa.l liber
ation; rcvealed fully che importance of thc unity of the intema
tional and national tasks of the working dass and of ali working 
peoplc; 

generalised in the new historical cpoch the experiencc not only of 
the Russian, but also of the international re\ olutionary movement, 
substantiated thc necd for an organic inter-rclation bctween the 
main streams of the world rcvolutionary process: exist ing socialism, 
the workcrs' and communist movcrncnt of the non-socialist 
countries, and the national liberation anB revolutionary-dc-mocratic 
movements; 

provided, an idcological basis for the education of communists, 
rhc working class, and all working people in thc spirit of loyalty to 
the cause of socialism and communism, proletarian intcrnationalism 
and thc noble principies of intcrnational solidarity in thc fight for 
thc peace, security and freedom of lhe peoples and for democracy 
and social progress. 

"Lenin's rich · ideological heritage," reads the resolution of the 
Central Committee of the CPSU on the l lOth Annivcrsary of the 
Birth of Vladimir Ilyich Lenin, "thc revolutionary critica! spirit of 
his tcaching, his consistency and firmness in the defencc of the basic 
principies of Marxism against opportunist distortions, the whole of 
his life serve as an incxhaustible source of revoiutionary thought 
and revolutionary action for the modero international communist, 
workers' and national liberation movemcnts." * 

• Q 11 tite IJOth Anniursar;· ef tht Birth of Vla(Jimir !lyich Lenin. Resolulion of 
the Central Committee of the CPSt: of Decembcr 13, 1979, Moscow, 1979, 

p. 4 (Russ. ed.). 
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The Victory of Socialism in the USSR 
-the Embodiment 

of the Ideas of Leninism 

The uicto1y of socialism in the USSR is a llictory oj /,enin's greal id 
lhe result oj the creatiue aclillily oj the workina class oj all the w· k~':-1 ' 

I d d 
. . .::. , or in~ 

masses, e an mspzred by the Communist Party. · 
. In. advancíng the thcsis of the possibility of the \·ictory of social-
1sm m the Land of t~~ Soviets, Lcnin elaboratcd concret<' \·vavs 
~nd form~ of.the trans1t1on from capitalism to socialism, and ou't
~mc:d a sc1e~u~cally based p~ogramme for tbe building of the nc·w 
soc1ety. Lenm s ro.recas_ts, darmg dreams, and \·Vise, noble ideas anct 
behests. wcr~ rcal.1sed m the Sovie~ L'nion in an unprecedentedly 
short .lln:e, m spitc of thc most d1fficull conditions . 

. Soc1alism. has opened up unlimitcd prospects for the dcvelopnwn l 
of product1ve '.orces anc:I the growth of the crealivc at:Livit. 
of thc: ma1>ses m thc building of the ncw Iifc, for raisiug th~ 
matena_I and ~u~tur~l leve! of thc working pcople. 

The mdustnahsat1on of the country, the collectivisation or agri
culturc a~1d t.he cultural rcvolution raised the USSR to a highn 
levcl of ~1stoncal dcvel.opment and helped the Soviet people to 'rer
~>rm7~n unmonal feaL m thc ~ame ofsocialism in thc Great Patriot-
1c \'\:ar . Under th~ leade~sh1p of thc Communist Party they not 
on:y ~ef~ndcd thnr own i_z:de~endence, but by defeating Hitler·s 
~crman) and Ja~ane~c m1htansm, saYed the peoples of the world 
f~om the threat of fascISt enslavement. As a resull favourable condi
t1~ns dcveloped fc~r thc formation of a world socialist S)'Slcm. The 
v1ctory of .thc Soviet pcople over fascism in the Grcat Patriotic War 
had ~n 1mmrnse revolutionising influence on the fate of ali 
mankmd. 

In ac~ord~ncP with Lenin's preuision the Sou-iet Union became tlze first 
country m h1story lo paue the way to socialism. Toda)' many peoples of the 
world are advancing along it. 

The ?~cisions of t~c 25th and 26th CPSU Congresses were a new 
~nd stnkmg exprcss1on of the triu mph of Leninism. Their conclu
s1on~ ~nd substantiated programme represent Leninisrn in action , 
Len1rusri: succcssf ully appl ied in thc modern conditions of building 
commun1sm. ' 

The m~in trend in. the ?evelopment of socialism has always been 
and remams .the srrv1cc_ of the working people. Lenin recommended 
that evcrythmg neccssarv })e d t "¡· ¡¡ · , · · , one o ensure . u.. \.vell-bemg anrl 
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free, all-round developmcnt for ali thc mem bers of society". * Such is 
the noble aim of socialism. It is bcing succcssfully attained and has 
already yielded more fruit in a fcw dccades than thc whole of pre
ceding history has and could havc done. 

"Thc main source of all our victorics lies in the indestructible 
unity of the Party and pcople, in thc ability of Communists, as Lenin 
put it, to draw close to and to a certain extent mcrge with the 
broad mass of the \Vorking peoplc, to enhancc thcir cnergy, heroism 
and enthusiasm, concentrating their revolutionary efforts on the 
most important immediate tasks. The Party acted in this Leninist 
way during the building and defcnce of socialism in one country, 
which was in hostile capitalist encirclcmcnt. 1 t actcd thus in thc 
creation of the world's first society of developcd socialism. And it 
will continue to act thus." ** 

The Leninist Party-the Guiding Force 
in the Building of Socialism 

and Communism 

1 n creating a party of a new type, Lenin saw it as the advance 
guard and guiding force of the working class and ali working peo
plc in the struggle to overthrow tsarism and the capitalist systcm 
and to build socialism and communism. " \Ve sec in lhe independe11t, 
uncompromising Marxist party of thc revolutionary proletariat the 
solc pledge of socialism's victory," *** Lcnin said. 

The Party is succcssfully performing its lcading and guiding role 
in the development of socialist society. In labour and in battle, in 
days of joy and days of bitter ordcals our Party is always together 
with thc people. By its selfless devotion to thc pcople the Party has 
won their !ove, gratitude and trust: its authority among the people 
is unlimited. Lcnin's words that the Party cxercises its política! lcad
crship "by virtue of authority, cnergy, greatcr expcriencc, greatcr 
versatility, and greater talent" ,**** have been fully confi.rmcd. 

The historical experience oj the CPSU and other fraternal communzst par
ties of the socialist countries shows that in tite process of building a new 
society the guiding role of the Marxist-l.enínist party does not decrease. hut 
constantly increases. This is one of the most important laws Qf soczaltst 

* V. l. Lenin. Collected W11rks, Vol. 6, p .. 'i4. 
** On the I !Oth Anriive1sa1] of the flirlh of Vladímir l{ric/1 Lenin. Resolu tion of the 

Central Committee of the CPSU of Decem lwr 13, 1979, p. 5. 
*** V. l. Lenin. Cullected Works, Vol. 8, IJ· 159. 

**** !bid., Vol. 6, p. 2'12. 
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sociery. a mnst reliable guarantee o} the successjul buildinp, of socialism and 
communism . 

The enemics of socialism, imperialisl ideologists and all rnanner 
of revisionists are bitterly attacking the Communist Party. Their 
attack is spearheaded at the ideological an<l organisational founda
tions of thc party, its stratcgy and taccics, ics policies, and the 
Lcninist principie of democratic centralism. Thc revisioni:.ts allcgc 
that the Communist Parry should guide the struggle of the proktar
iat only up to thc victory of th<" socialist revolutio11, and after this 
victory the guiding role of the Party becomes superfiuous and thc 
Party itsclf should bc kcpt only for performing educational fünc
tions. Sucb revisionist argumcnts aimed at liquidating the Party are 
readily supponed by ali anti-socialist elcments. 

As the dimrnsions of communist construction increase and ils 
tasks become more com¡:>lex and an ever broader mass of the peoplc 
is drawn into it, the role of the Communist Party-thc guiding and 
directing force of society-naturally grows. The CPS U a nd its Cen
tral Committee are steadily taking steps to irnprove the forms and 
mcthods of their activity, to cnsure observauce of thc Lcninist 
nonns of Party lifc and principies of Party lcadership, lhe all-round 
development of democracy within the Party, higher dcmands on 
cach Communist, ancl thc strcngthening of the unity and solidarity 
of the Party ranks. 

The CPSU slands on this position and defends it in the struggle 
against various forme; of rcvisionism on the question of thc guiding 
role of thc Part} in socialist society. This fundamen tal position of 
the CPS U, its uncompromising struggle for the purity of Yiarxist
Len inist tcaching on the Party, is of internacional imporlance and 
gives Comm unists and millions of work ing people a correct orientation. 

A most important, invaluable contribution to the creative dcvel
opment of xlarxism-Leninism is made by the international com
munist movement. And this is only natural. Lenin remarked that 
revolulionary theory devclops from the sum total of the revolution
ary cxp<:ri<>ncc and revolutionary thought of ali the countries of the 
world. The innovatory activity of the Marxist-Leninist parties 
found expression in thc policy documents of the international meet
ings and conforenccs of Communist and Workers' Parties of 195 7, 
1960 and 1969 and also in thc dec.isions of the Meeting of Com
munist Parties of Latin Amcrica and the Caribbean Basin (Havana, 
1975), the Coníercncc of Europcan Communist and Workcrs' Par
lies ( l 976), lhe Meeting of European Communist and Workcrs' 
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Partics ( 1980), and the documents and decisions of congresses of 
Marxist-Leninist parties, and the writings of their leaders. 

The CPSU and the fraternal parties pay great attention to the 
study and generalisation of the experience of the intemational com
munist, workers' and national liberation movcmcnt, and the devel
opment of young states which ha ve freed themselves from colonial
ism ; thc study of the forros and methods of thcir struggle against 
imperialism. The CPSU greatly values the achievements of Marx
isr-Leninist thought in the fraternal Communist Parties and seeks 
to take them into account in its theoretical and practica! activity, 
supports the constant exchange of expericnces, opinions, and views, 
and creative, widespread discussion of the most important questions 

of thc present day. 
The international significance of the building of communism in 

the Soviet Union líes in the fact that it revcals in practice the main 
trend of world social development, showing all mankind the way to 
co.mmunism, the most progressive society on earth. 

The World Community of Socialist Countries
the Triumph of the Ideas of Leninism 

Thc classics of scientific communism taught that only after the 
victory of the socialist revolution would the proletariat be able to 
dcstroy national isolation and cstablish intemational brotherhood 
between the different nations. History has confirmed this theoretical 
conclusion of Karl Yiarx and Frederick Engels: "For the peoplcs to 
be able truly to unite, they must have common intercsts. And in 
order that their intcrests may becomc common, the existing 
property relations must be done away with,' for thesc property 
relations involve the exploitation of sorne nations by others." * 

The birthplace of the October Revolution was the first country 
whcre thc victory of socialism ""ªs attained. The Mongolian Pco
ple's Republic embarked on the path of non-capitalist developme~t, 
and then of socialist construction. Then the number of countnes 
building socialism increased considcrably. The dcfeat of Germ~n 
fascism and Japanese militarism in the Second World War, m 
which the Soviet Union played a decisive pan, creatcd favourable 
condi:tions for overthrowing the power of the capitalists and land
owners by the peoples of a number of countri~s. Today socialis~ 
has become a reality in a large group of countncs of Europe, Asia 

* K. Marx, F. Engels, Collected Works, Vol. 6, Progress Publishers, Moscow, 

1976, p. 388. 
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and Latin America, thc population of which amounts to hundreds 
of millions. 

There can be no doubc that in the course of thc popular demo
cratic and socialist revolutions in thcse countrics a decisivc factor in 
thcir victory was che lcadership of the Marxist-Leninist parties in 
the revolutionary struggle of the masses on the basis of a scientifi
cally substantiated strategy and tactics, thc loyalty of Communists 
to Marxist-Leninist teaching, cheir ability to develop and apply it 
creatively to thc concrete historical conditions of this or tha t 
country. 

Following Lenin's behcsts, the CPSC and the othcr fraternal par
ties pay unílagging attention to the further all-round dcvelopment 
of co-operation, the strcngthening of the friendship and alliance of 
the socialist countrics. Thc stronger the solidarity of the sovereign 
fraternal states, the more comprchensivc and profound their intcr
action, the more activcly socialism influenccs the course of world 
developmen t. 

The world socialist communify, allied on the basis qf A1arxism-Leninism 
arul suciaList internationalism, is tlu decisi11e factor of world history. lt is the 
uanguard oj sucinL /Jrogress, the most dynamic, stabLe economic and political 
force, a bulwark oj /he ptace anti security oJ the fJeoples. It fJ{a_ys a learlin,11, 
role in wurLd poLiticJ and is the striking embodiment ami triumph of the ideas 
~l Marxism-leninism. 

Thc growing power and examplc of world socialism are promot
ing the international revolutionary and liberation movemcnt. The 
victorious revolution in Cuba has lcd to the formalion of the first 
socialist state in Latín America. T he historie victory of the Vietna
mcse peoplc and the rcunification of che country into the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam is an important milestone in the struggle for 
peacc and progrcss in Asia. As a result of the successful operations 
of thc patriotic forces in Laos the family of socialist states has 
received yet another new mcmber. Thc forces of progress and 
dcmocracy havc triumphed in a number of other countrics in Asia, 
Africa and Latin Amcrica, and they have embarkcd on the path of 
non-capitalist, socialist-oriented development. The world com
munity of the fraternal pcoples of thc socialist countrics has strcngth
cned pcrceptibly. Allied by a close unity of aims and idcals undcr 
lhe banncr of Marxism-Lcninism, it has become a powcrful factor 
in the solution of the most c.omplex constructivc tasks in cach 
country. 

The powcr and vitality of this ne>v type of international alliance 
stems from loyalty Lo the great ideas of Karl .\.farx; Frcderick 
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l.d · ·d ·ological and politi-
E els and Vladimir Lcnin, class so 1 anty, i e . , d \\'orkers' 
;,ng · · , and the close cohesion of the Commumst an. · 
cal unit)' l i· th .. solidaritv is the co-operation of the 
) ·es An examp e o is • · ' '' . • l aru . . . : h. th, framework of the arsaw 1 counlncs w1t m e . . 
fraterna . . . d the Council for }. t utual Econom1c .1, t . Orgarnsat1on an . . . . 1 
r~ ) . d h Lcninisl principies of mternat1ona Ass1stance, base on t e 

solidarity: l . he counlries of the socialisc community. a:e 
In theJT re anons. c. . . l of the co-operation of sociahst 

guided by the Lcm~1st pnndc1p ~te thcir elforts in the most impor-
. Th . co ordmate an um . . 

nattons. . cy - . olitics and culture. This co-operallo~ is 
tant spher~s of econ?~1~'rf hts of both large and small countncs, 
bascd on full eguaht )' 0 g , . . ¡ affairs resoect for . . . anothers mtc1na ., r 
non-mtcrvcnt10~ m one . .· l ·n i·ola\)ility and T)erformance · ¡ tv and tcrntoua 1 v ' r . nattona sovere1gn , . . . of maintaimng and 

. . · 1 1 tv tor thr pu1 pose 
of mternanona e u ; . 1. , • ·tem The implementation of 

L • th<' world socia 1st ::;ys · h' ¡ 
stre1:g~uen~ng. ~ . . rfullv accelcrat<'d social progress, w ic 1 

Lcnm s prm~J~Jles ~~,1s po>~ef; r r~t:'"' successes ol' cach cou.nt1:y and_ 
opens up bro,ul p1ospects . o ·h l, in the bmldmg ol 
of thc socialist cornmumty as a w o e 

socialism and communism. . r . rnunity have accumulated 
The countries .ºf th~ soc~a ~~ r ~~:alism and communism that 

a wcalth of expenc~1cc m btl~~ ~leas of Marxisrn-Leninism. Tbis 
dcmonstrates thc tnum~h o t. . d. has brcome an international 

· . ·.. stantlv mcreas1ng an . 
cxpenence t:. con . . . f · ood will and mutual ass1stancc to 
possession. In thc.se cond1tions º. g h ;,...c1'ple of full cqualitv' the 

d · l · observmg t e pr.... · ' 
one another, an. stnct ~· .· rl cxtcndin their co-opcration in 
fraternal countnes are m~reas~~g ! . nce T;e comprehensive pro
all spheres and exchangmg. e~pcne . . ·med at thc all-round 

· }' lC mtcgratton 31 
gramme. of socia ist economthc fra~ernal ~ountrics and the increas-
progress1ve ~evelopment of . f l factor as the combíning of 
ingly extens1ve use of. s~ch a p~w~ u chievcmcnrs of the scicntific 
the advantages of socialis~ ,.~rll ~ e ~ , nted more and more 
and technological revolutton ·1s betng implcme 

successfully. . . arties of the fraternal coun-
The ideological co-operatton °1 th.e p .-' . particularly in the 
. . l. iding and unprovmg, . . 

tnes 1s constant Y expar . L ·n·sl teachincr agamst bour-. h ·l, of l\.1arx1st- em 1 n> . 
strugglc for t e pun y f . :s'on1·sts Thc foreign pohcy . · . . d 11 manncr o 1cv1. 1 · · · 
geois ideolog1sts an a . . . r s~-cialisl countries, which is '1- key fac-
activity of thc commumty º1 . , ; the main bulwark of pcace, 
tor of modern world <leve optn<:n ' · · 'Cr CTreater interna-

• J • gress 1s acqu1rmg C\ • ,., dcmocracy and socia pro, , . ' . ~ 

lional importance. 
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Thc fraternal countries have successfully solved the task of laying 
the foundations of socialism. Most of them havc already entered thc 
period of struggle for thc building of a developcd socialist socicty. 
The successes scorcd by the countries of the socialist community an: 
the living embodimcnt of the ideas of Marxism-Leninism, and 
are of major historical importance for thc world. 

Leninism - the Great Banner 
of the Peoples' Struggle 
f or Peace and Socialism 

"This path of ours is the right one, for it is the path which, 
sooner or latcr, ali other countries must inevitably take." * These 
prophetic words of Lcnin's are being fully confirmed by life itself. 

The cause of thc revolutionary renewal of the world, begun by 
the Octobcr Rcvolution and embodied in the victory of socialism in 
the USSR, has been succcssfully continued by the victories of social
ist revolutions in a number of countries in Europe, Asia and Amer
ica. 'fhe workers' movemcnt is gaining new víctories in the capital
ist countries. Undcr the blows of the national liberation movcment 
the colonial systcm of imperialism has collapsed. Thc anti-imperial
ist struggle of thc working masses of the whole world is spreading. 
All this is striking proof of the truth and invincible strength of 
Leninism, which has become the banner of the peoples of ali lands 
in the struggle for pcace, democracy and socialism. "lmperialism can 
neither regain its lost historical initiative nor reverse WfJrld deuelopment. 
The main direction of mankirul' s development is dete1mined by the world 
socialist system, the international working class, ali revolutíonary 
forces."** 

Thc development of socialist revolutions and the building of 
socialism in difTerent countries takes place on the basis of general 
laws. Profound understanding of these laws and theii: creative appli
cation in practicc with due account of the national features of indi
vidual countrics, and thc search for more expedient forms and 
methods of building thc new socíety- this is the position of Marx
ists-Leninists. These general laws have been scientifically substan
tiated by Lenin, specified and developed by the CPSU and thc fra-

* V. l. Lcnin, Collecled W1Jrks, Vol. 33, p. 161. 
0 lnternational Meeting ef Communist and Workers' Parties, Moscow, 1969, Pcacc 

and Socialism Pttblishers, Prague, 1969, p. 13. 
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tcrnal Communist P~t~es, and ~ested by the experience of the 
USSR and other soc1ahst countncs. 

L · n pointed out that tbe experiencc of the Grcat October 
Soc~~st Revolution and the buildin~ of socialism in th~ Land of 
he Soviets was influencing all countnes, and would contmue to do 
~. "It is the Russian model," he. wrot~, ''.that revcals t? all coun-

. eth.mg and something h1ghly s1gmficant-of their near and tries som - , 
inevitable future." * . . r 

A h e time Lenin warned agamst automat1cally trans1er-
t t e sam . · R · d 

· h · nce of the socialist revolut1on m uss1a an con-
r~g td ~ expen~ 1 · applying the <Yeneral laws of the transition to 
sidere it essentJa m r>. • r f h 

· ¡· k · •o account the unique and spec1al ieatures o t e sooa ism to ta e m. 
development in each country. . 

The experience accumulated in the socialist countn.es sh?ws that 
given the general laws of thc building of t~e n~w soc1ety, its forros 
and methods are very diversc. They are bcmg impr?~ed andd deep-

d d chanued in accordance with new cond1t10ns an new 
ene ' an . <=> • t f thc forros and mcthods 
requircments. Howevcr, the improvcmen o f f 
of socíalist construction or thcir replacement ~y ne~ ones, dar f r~m 
excluding general laws, leads only to thcir w1der an u er 

usl~ spite of historical experience sorne rev~sionist "theoreticiai~:~' 
seck to rovc that cach country must have its own path .to soc1a -
. ~ th not dctermined by laws common to ali counmes. In .ªn 
lSffi, a pa · f . }' t t CtlOn 
effort to belittle and discredit the pracuce. ~ s.oc1a is cons ru 
in the USSR and other countries thc revlSlomsts ar?u~ ~~t each 

t have a kind of "national modcl of sociahsm . How-
country mus h · t f such 

t hat high-sounding phrases t e mven ors o 
ever' no mat cr w . . . . h in fact 
" deis" mav use to disgu1se the1r real mtcnt1ons.' t ey. are 

mo k' M .. 'sm Len1'n1'sm dcnying its internauonal importance, 
attac mg ano - ' . . · h ·-
exa erating national peculiariucs, and m fact adoptmg t e. pos1 
tio!~r gradual deformation of the socialist systcm and restorauon of 

the capitalist order. · f 
The change in the balance of forces on thc wor~~ arena m reª~~~~ 

f . r h s that the dreams of the bourgeome to resto 
o socia ism s ow h d State monopoly 
former dominion in the world have becn s attere . . . l d' 
ca italism which seeks to adjust itself to m~dcrn h1stonc~ con 1-

. p ' ·¿ f the contradictions wluch are becommg more 
t1ons cannot get n ° l' l In , . d , ,· l upsurge of the anti-monopo ist strugg e. 
acute an causmg ar · d d' · d 
this struggle, which is assuming increasingly broa imens1ons an 

* V. L Lenin, Collecled Works, Vol. 31, p. 22. 
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unilin? rnan~ mi1lions o~ working people, thc working dass is acting 
as th~ir lea_dm~ an~I rnam force. The CPSU is consistently pursuin\ 
a poh~y of un1ty; m.ternational solidarit} with the \YOrkcrs' mov~~ 
mcnt m thc cap1talist countries. 

The grrat vital strength of Lenin's rcaching is vividly dcmon
strated by the growth of thc international comrnunist mo,·cment 
~vhich ~as turncd into a rruly world-\·vide política[ force, che mos~ 
mfluent1al onc of thc present time. Todav tens of millions of Com
i:iunists in thc ranks of more than 90 Co~munist and \Vorkers' Par
l1:s are living and fighting for the happy futurc of mankind for the 
tnu~~h ~f Lc~in'.s ideas. For this great army of Co~munists 
~entntsm is an md1spensable \veapon in their activity. The growth 
m the forces of communism is an objectivc historical law of thc 
world rcvolutionary proccss. Overcoming ali the obstacles on its 
path, communisrn will inevitahly emerge victorious thrnughout the 
world. 
. Thc main and irreconcilable cnemy of Marxism-Lcninism is the 
1deology o~· thc i1~perialist bourgcoisic, its varions economic, politic
al c.~cl plulosophlc~l theories. Thc bourgeoisic and its agcnts are 
rnakmg use of the1r old, poisonous weapon - nationalism - in thC' 
struggle against Marxism-Leninism. 
~ .chc.~rac~er.istic f<·atu.re .ºr rnodcrn Right-wing and "Lcft-wiug" 

re~1s10111srn ~s 1ts renunnat10n of proletarian intemationalisrn and its 
gomg ovcr m fact to thc posilion of nalionalism. :No matter how 
mu~h tl~e. revisi.o~ists. of this or that country try to mask their 
na~1on~hst1c pos1t10~, _n leads t? the undennining of the unity and 
sohdanty ~f thc soc1alist countncs, the ~farxist-Leninist parties, and 
ª.ll ~evolut~onary forc~s. T~e1:efore a re~entlcss strugglc against rcvi
s10111st .salhcs and. nanon~hst1c tendenc1cs, for thc strengthcning of 
the umty of the mternat1onal communist movement and the con
solidation of the friendship and solidarity of the socialist countrics the 
international solidar.ity of the working people, is the most impo;tant 
guarantee of thwartmg the imperialist policy of aggression, violence 
and war, and a true plcdge of a successful struao'le under the ban-

f L ·· r bb ner o enm1sm 1or the establishment of communism. 
The. ~ar:<-ist-Lcninist parties counterpose to nationalism and 

chauvm1sm m ali their manifestations the socialist international idea 
of ~he brothcrhoocl an.d fricndship of nations. Lenin taught that cor
rec~ly_ un?erstood nat1onal interests do not contradict international 
socia.hst. mlercsts. 0!1 ~he co?trary, only the consistent practica! 
applica.t1on o~ thc prmc1ples o{ prolctarian, socialist intcrnationalism 
makcs 1t poss1bk lo guarantce the national interests of this or that 
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people, this or that country. "Thcre is one, and. only o~e, kind of 
real inrernationalism," Lcnin wrott:, "and that 1s - workmg whole
heartedly for thc development of thc revolutionary movem~nt and 
the revolutionary strugglc in one's own country, and supportmg (by 
propaganda, sympathy, and 1:1aterial aid) ~his !.'1:·tt.ttle, this, and only 
this, linc, in every country , wJth?u.t excepuon. . . . . 

Jn our day the attitude to the pnnczples of prolet~nan, socwlist znterna-
tioTU1lism is an úulicator of the correctness of tl~e polzcy. ef eac/1 Commumst 
Party and its wyalfy to the teaching of Marxzsm-Le~m1sm. . . 

The CPSU is \·Vaging a struggle for the umty of thc soc1.ah~t 
countries and the international commu~ist 1:1ovcme~t on. thc ~nnc1-
ples of Marxism-Leninism and proletanan mtcrnat10nahsm, for the 
strcnathening of peace throughout the ""orld. . 

Tc~ay, in spitc of the real achicvem~nts in strengthcmng peace 
thc struggle for maintaining and deepenmg of thc proccss of detc_nte 
is encountering difficulties, a growing rcsisLance. on th.e r.art o~ n~1-
perialist forces. Militaristic and reactionary Cll'clcs m imp~nahst 
countries are activising thcir attacks on detente and seekmg to 
change the balance of forces in the worl~ in th~ir fa.vour. T~cy are 
stcpping up the arms. race, blatantly mlerfcnng in th.e mtci:nal 
affairs of other countries, and organising all manncr of ideol~g1~al 
divcrsions with the aim of whipping up hostility towards thc Soviet 
people, the ideas of socialism, and Lhc national libcration movc-

mcnt. 
Thc 'CSSR, the socialist countries, and ali pcacc-loving forces the 

world over are fighting rcsolutely for freedom, progress and a l~st
ing peace, for universal disarmament to makc detente the leadmg 
tcndency in international relations and to thwart thc plans of 

aggressive circles. 
Lenin's idea of the alliance of the working class of thc advanced 

countries and the peoples of the depcndent states is being 
successfully put into effect. His forecast that the mo
vement to socialism in the world would take place by means of 
combining the growing powcr of the soci.alist countrics, t.hc pro.le
tarian revolution in the capitafüt countnes, and t~e nat1?nal 1_1b
eration struggle is corning. true. Thc powerful. nat1onal llb:~at1on 
movement in Asia and Afnca, as a result of wh1ch thc ~olontal sys
tem of imperialism has collapscd and dozens of independent 
national states have emerged, and also the struggle f?r the fr~e 
national devdopment and social progrcss in the countnes of Latm 

* V. l. Lcnin, Co/Jecled W11rks, Vol. 24, p. 75. 
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Amet~ are yethfurther proof of thc correctness of Lenin's scientific 
conc us10ns on t e ways of development of the world revolutionai 
process. The fact of the existence of the Soviet Union its success )' 
and the gro~th of the forces of the world socialist syst:m are havi~~ 
a profound míluence on the dcvelopmcnt of the national liberation 
movement. 

The progressive transformations in the countries that have 
~hrow~ ~ff colonial rule are taking place amid bitter skirmishes with 
tmpenahsts who attempt to direct the young states along the capi
~hst path. But the pcoples of these countries are becoming increas
mgly ~ware that the complete victory of the national liberation 
rev~luuon and the abolition of age-old backwardness can be 
ach1cved, as Lenin t.aught, .only by following the non-capitalist way 
of ~evelopme~t, wh1ch cnv1sages the building of socialism. The his
toncal exper~encc of the previously backward peoples of Russia 
sho~s that w1th the support and aid of the more developed socialist 
na~1ons they h~v~ succee?e? in ~t~assing the painful stage of capi
t~l!S~ and bu1ldmg soc1ahsm. I h1s experience is of international 
s1gmficancc. 

Gu~ded by th~ t~aching ?f Lcnin, the Soviet Union is steadily 
~pplyU:1g the prmc1ple of mternationalism, warmly greeting the 
h~~rauon of pe?ples fr~m coloni~lism ai:1d. rendering them friendly 
d~mtcrested asstSlance m dcvelopmg their mdustry, technology and 
sc1enccs, and promoting their cultural o-rowth. 

"Ali the cxperience of world socialis~ and of the working-class 
and national li~cratio~ ~ovements has confirmed the world ~ignifi
cance ?f ~arx1st-Lenm1st leaching. The victory of the socialist 
rev?l~t1on m a group of countrics, the emergcnce of the world 
~oc1alist s~stem, the gains of the working-class movement in capital-
1st co~nlnes, the appearance of peoples of former colonial and semi
coloniaJ countries in the arena of socio-political developmcnt as in
dcp~nde~t ag~n~, and the unprecedented upsurge of the struggle 
agamst impenahsm -ali chis is proof that Leninism is historically 
correct and expresses the fundamental needs of the modern 
age." * 

Socialism brings mankind salvation from war - the terrible 
scour~e of the peoples, inherent in ali exploiter societies particu
larly ·~ the age of imperialism. To pul an end to wars and' establish 
a la~tmg p:a~e on carth - this is the programme aim of Com
mumsts. Bmldmg communisrn the Soviet pcople is vitally interested 

• lntematwnal Muting ef CommwtÜl anrl Workers' Partits, Moscow, 1969, p. 41. 
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in preserving peace. "Ali our politics a~d propaganda are dir~c~e~ 
wwards putting an end to war and m no way towards dnvm::. 
nations to war," Lenin stressed.* 

The principie of the peaceful coexistence of states with differ~nt 
social systcms, advanced and substantiated by Lenin, is findi~g m
creasing application in practica! relations between states and m the 
successful implementation of the Peace Programme drawn up by 
thc 24th Party Congrcss and further developed in the decisions ~f 
subsequent CPSU Congrcsses. Yet the desire to unleash ?ew ~ar~ 1s 
inherent in imperialism. Lenin's thesis that as long. as 1mpcnahsm 
survives there will be soil for aggressive wars remams vahd today. 
As Lenin said "whoever forgets about the danger that is constantly 
threatening us and will never cease as long as world ~mperialis1:1 
exists, whoever forgets about this forgets about our w~rkmg people s 
republic" .** He showed constant concern for mcreasmg the 
defence capacity of the Soviet state. 

vVe live in an ao-e whcn thcre are powerf ul forces guarding peace. 
The conccrted actÍons of th<' Soviet Union, the other socialist coun
trics, the international working class and ali the wor~,ing 
people who defend the cause of pcace can. ave~t .ª w?rld w~r._ To 
curb the aggressors and liberatr mankind Jrom imperial~m zs the mzsston of 
the working class, oj ali lhe anti-imperialist forces figlumg for peace, democ-
racy, national independence and socialism." * * * . . 

from the verv first days of its cxistence the Land of the Soviets 
has consistently. fought for peace. During thc days of the October 
Rcvolution Lenin dcclared: "We promisc the workers and peasants 
to do all we can for pcace. This we shall do."**** The CPSU is 
faithfully carrying out Lenin's behest, tirelcssly fighting for peace 

throughout the world. 

Lenin, s Cause Is Invincible 

i'vlankind has now entered a significant period of history when 
th~ process of revolutionary transformations is takin~ place at 
a rapid pace. No matter how imperialist circles scek to impede the 
liberation struggle of the pcoples, no one can prevent the advance 
of mankind to socialism. 

* V. I. Lenin, Cotlected Works, Vol. 31, p. 170. 
** /bid., pp. 519-20. . . , . , 

**• ¡11ternaliollal Afe•ting ~! Com1111m~st a11~ Workers Parlus, Moscou., 
*º* V. I. Lenin, Co/lutd 1Vu1h, Vol. 21, p. 379. 

1969, p. 21. 
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Lcnin 's acLivity, his great, noble ideas, ha ve iníluenced and will 
incrcasingly inílucnce the course of world events, lhe destiny of ali 
mankind. Thc advance of the pcoples of the world along the path 
of progrcss, liberation from social and national oppression and dc
structive wars, and the strugglc of the peoples for peace and social
ism are indissolubly linked with the name of Vladimir Ilyich 
Lenin. Ali thc major revolutionary even ts of the twentieth century 
are associated with his name and his teaching. 

Under the inílucnce of Leninism there have grown up gencr
ations of Communists sclflessly devoted to the working class, thc 
working peoplc and the communist cause. The name of Lenin lives 
on in the hearts of thc workers, among the broad mass of working 
people and progressive peoplc the \vhole world over. 

Lenin's great libcrating ideas are spreading cvcr more widely on 
our planet. Thc namc of Lenin is known and loved in ali parts of 
the world; mi llions and millions of people are striving to live ami 
fight like Lcnin, to build lifc according lo Lcnin's behests. 

Thc g iant figure of Lcnin towers in the history of mankind as 
that of the grcatcst of the men of our epoch, the man who showed 
all thc peoples of lhc world the road to genuine freedom and happi
ness. The brilliant genius of Lcnin, the great teachcr of the working 
pcople of' the world, illumines mankind's road to communism. 
Lenin's ideas shape thc dcstiny of generations. 

The immortal imagc of Lenin, his grcat, high-minded ideas in
spire lhe pcoplc in their strugglc against the sinistcr forces or reac
tion, evil and opprcssion, for the establishment and consolidation of 
society upon a groundwork of true justice, true equalily of mcn, 
a society in which free, all-round devclopment of the individual , the 
full salisfaclion of pcople's material and spiritual requircments will 
be securcd. 

1 t is the highcst ideal of the contemporary generation to work 
and build a new lifc as Lenin taught. 

Lenin's great ideas, creativcly developed by thc Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union and other Marxist-Leninist partics, are 
being put into practice, and are winning immortality. Thcir 
triumph throughout the world is inevitable, because they rcílcct thc 
objectivc and progressivc march of history ,. hcralding the bright 
future to ~hich a ll mankind is advancing. 

Lcnin's name and his teaching will live clown the ages. 
Lcnin's cause is invincible ! 
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NOTES 

1 Raznncltintsi (commoners)-group of intellcctuals drawn from various social estates 
in Russia at the end of thc l8th-19ll1 tcnturil'.s, which was not rcgistered 
legally and advocated bourgeois-dt:mocratic and rcvolutionary-democratic ick
ology. p. 11 

2 Now the world-famou:; IIouse-Museum of V. l. Lenin in Ulyanovsk. p. M 

3 Sccondary school in Russia where Greek anrl Laiin werc taught in addition Lo 
modern lan¡{uages. p. 14 

4 Narodnaya Volya (Peoplc's Will} 1he most important rrend in che Russian 
revolutionary movcment at the end of 1870~. Ir~ prograrnme included abolition 
of autocracy, demand for dcmo<:ratic freedo1ns, transfcr of land to pcasants. 

p. 16 

~ Thc house where 1he Ulyano\· family lived in 1888-89 1s now the House· 
Museum of V. l. Lenin. p. 20 

In Alakayevka and Kuibyshcv where tbe Ulyanov family lived, the House· 
l\iuseums of V. J. Lenin werc opened. p. 22 

7 Liberal .Narodniks-participants in the Russian emancipation movement of tbe 
latter half of the l 9th cemury, utopian socialists, adhcrt>ll!S of peaceful social 
and política! reforms. p. 24 

8 ,(,'emstws-elective bodics of local sclf-government in Russia in the l9th century 
in charge of cducation, medica! care, road building, cte. Thc electoral system 
ensured that they werc dominalcd by landowners; abolishcd in 1918 by tbe 
dccree of thc Soviet governrnent. p. 26 

~ Letter from Marx to Engels of i\pri l 16, 1856 (scc K. Marx, F. Engels, 
Selected Correspo1ulence, Moscow, 1975, p. 86). p. 38 

10 Cadets-Constitutional Dcrnocrats, rnenibcrs of thc main party of the liberal
monarchist bourgeoisie in Russia in 1905- 1 7. Supponcd the imperialist tsarist 
policy in the First World \'\/ar, took an opcnly coumer-rcvolutionary stand in 
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lhe bourgcois Provi.ional government ancl after thc Ocwbcr Socialisl RevolutiOH. 
Tht' Cad1·t pany was hanned by the Soviet govcrnrm:nl. p. :il) 

11 ~""'.hite.i:u~rd.1-armed _military unil~ and illcgal milita11· organisations durin,I( tht> 
Cl\ 11 \\ar and fore1gn imervenuon against Soviet R ussia. p. 39 

11 Fm J:..corwmic Socit!J the first Russian scientific society. foundcd in 176:; 111 
St. Petersburg. discussed ('C'OnOmic problems. p. rn 

13 Now Shushenskoyc is a large district cemre in 
1938 tht> House-'.\fu~eum of V. l. Lenin 

thc Krasnoyarsk Territory. In 
was opcncd tht're. In accordann· 
of Shushenskoye was turned into a 
houses where Lenin lived anc.1 thc 

with tlw genera 1 reconstruction plan part 
n•st'rvt> memorial zone. lt consists of the 
adjacent pare of th<' villagt•. p .• 'il 

11 Corvée eco11011!}' . a u ('(~~no111y h;1sed on the unpaid compulsory labour of pcasants 
'."'ho uscc.l thc1r own 11nplt•ments. 1t was legally abolished in Russia iu 188:.1 huc 
lll fact c..xisl<'d till tht· October l.{evolution. p. GO 

i; A rnc1norial musf".um has been opened in the premises of the printshop. Th~ 
Sot·ialist Uni1 ed Pa.rty of Germany presented the Central Lenin Muscum in 
Mosww wid1 a modd of a printingpress with which lskra was p1·inll'<I. 

p. 71 

1" A rt'Íl·rt·rn·t' to l.enin's arride "Thc Workers' Party and the Peasa11lry". 
p. ¡¡ 

ri Lt'flin used more chan lGO pscudonyms for conspiratoria! reasons. p. 73 

18 Frry-one of l.enin 's pseudonyms. p. 80 

19 /.asulich, Vera lvanovna. See }{ame J11de\. P no 
20 The cut-off lands wcrc scrips of lantl which the landownt'rs had <"Ut off for 

thcmsclvcs from thc pcasant allolmt'nts when serfdom was abolished. p. 81 

21 The l'casa111 Rif(Jrm ef 1861 thc main bourgeois reform of the 1860-70s a bolisht"d 
scrfdom iu .Rus.ia. It "'ª' carried out by the tsarist gO\·ernment in the inten·'t' 
of ~crf-owmng landov. ners whose land property was retained. The landownt·r, 
took ovcr a considerahle part of the peasants' lands and left worse plots 
for Lhc pcasants who respondt>d to r.his reform bv mass riots. The unsolvccl 
social and cconomic co11Lradictions led to the aggr~vation of the class strugi:¡k. 

p. 81 

ii Socialis~-Revofut!onaries (S.R.s) members of the Left bourgeois-democrntic 
party in Russ1a m 1901-23 . The)' expressed the intcrcsts of peuy bourgeoisie. 
Afte~ thc Fehruary bourgcois-ckrnocra tic revolution of 1917 Ütt' S.R.s and l\·frn
shev1ks w<:re the 1~ain $Upporters of the countcr-rcvolutionary Provis ioual 
govern1:icnt , ancl thc1r kaclers became its members. Late in Novem ber 19 17 tlw 
Lcft. ~mg of thc S .R. party set up an indcpcndcnt party of l.elt S.R., 
{see Nolc 57). In che ycars of armed intervention and the Civil V\la1 
( l 918-20) S. R.s organiscd anti-Soviet riots ancl commiltcd lerroristic aclS ag;1iust 
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the lcaders of the Soviet stalc and thc Cormnunisl l'art). By 192'.~ thc S.R. 
part) dissolved. P· 89 

.1 Bund (the Gent'.ral Jewish \•Vorkcr~' L'nion of I.ithuaoia, Polaml and Russia)
an opponunist petty-bourgeois nationalist party, foundcd in 1897. Supported ~he 
EconomisLs, f\ fensheviks, liquidators, Trotskyitcs. ,\f1er the Octohcr Rcvoluuon 
thc Bund leaders joined the counter-Tt'\Olution. l n 19:.11 1he parcy dissolvcd. 

p. 9+ 

~· Cmtristr, Centrism-an ideological and political movemcnt which emerged in the 
struggle betwccn thc reformist and revolutionary trcnds_ in thc Secon? !ntema
tional. The Centrists tried to smooth ov(·r thc irrrconc1lable contrad1cuons be
cwecn thcse trends by a rnmpromisc with opporcunism. Kau1skyism rcpresents 
the concentrated form of Ccntrism on the international sccne. Tro1skyism and 
Left-wing .Menshevism werc a variety of Centrism in Rus.sia. p. 95 

2s The Council of tlie Parlj' -011c of Lhe kading party centres of the RSDLP, set 
np at the Se~ond Congrcss (190:1) to coordim\tc lhC artivity of thc ce and tite 
Editorial Board ol' tlw Cemral Organ. P· 102 

2c; Co11ciliators - Trotsky's supporters on thc c¡iwslion of th<: Pa.ny structurc and his 
llcmand to convc~e thc Plcnary MePLing of tht: CC whic:h, in lheir opinion, 
had r.o :;olvc the problcm of "conciliating factions", i.c:., to desLroy Lhc Pany. 

p. 105 

2; The memorial plaque "Vladirnir llyich l Jlyanov-1.<"nin, foun.dcr of the Sovi~l 
l.:nion. lived in this house in 1904-05" was puc np on lh1s housc 111 1961. 

· p. lO!J 

2~ Militan/ orua11isatW11S of Bolshcviks under tht' local Party committecs commauded 
thc detachments of am1cd workers in lhe n·volulion of 1905-07. ln 1917 lhey 
headed the crcation of the R ed Cuard. p. 130 

·i• 'Flu Duma-a representativc insütution which the governmt'm was forced 
to convcne as a rcsult of thc revolutional)' C\'Cnls of 1905. Fom1ally the Duma 
was a le!rislative bodv but act ually it posst'sscd no real powcr. Elcctions to the 
Ouma v.:::re ncither dirt'Cl, nor equal nor univcr<;al. Bolsheviks participatcd in the 
elections to thc Third and fourth Dumas in ordcr to haVt' their reprcsentati,·cs 

therc. 
Nominally the Duma cominued to c.,xist until October 1917. P· 133 

so Anarchisls, anarchism-a pctty-bourgeois socio-political trcnd t~~t advocates tht; im
mediate destruction of ali stale power and r<'jccts Lhe pohucal struggle of t_hc 
working class, the dictatorship of tl~e prolctariat i~ nd political parties. Anarch1sts 
are opponents of Marxism and o1 Lhe communisl movemenl. P· 133 

~1 Black Huridreds- pogrom monarchisl organisations in 190'.»-07, formcd for the 
scrugglc against the revolulionary movcmcnt. P · 139 

\·1 Fideism-a rdigious world oLttlook maintaining that a fa ith is prímary to rcason. 
p. 158 
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>J Now thc Lenin Museum. p. 160 

J< A referencc w the Menshevik newspapcr Pravda :vicnna), 'l'rotsky's factional 
organ; it appeared in Vicnna from 1908 to 1912. Undcr the guise of "uon
factionalism" :'1e newspaper took a liquidationisc stand on ali rnain issucs. 
In 1912 T rotsb.y and his J>ravda were organisers of thc anti-Party August bloc. 

p. 162 

35 U/timatumists-a variety of' Otzovists. In 1908 a group of former Bolsheviks 
formed a faction which carne out with an ultimarum dcmanding that the 
Social-Democratic members of the Duma should submit to the CC of the 
Party and be recalled in case of insubordinaúon. p. 163 

'º Pro-Party Mensl1eviks, led by Plekhanov, were for the preservation and strengthen
ing of the illegal Party orgarusation and formed a bloc with the Bolsheviks. 
They took pan in the work of local Pany organisations and contribuced to 
Bolshevik newspapers. 

Lenin called for doscr rclarions with pro-Party ~1ensheviks and strcsscd thac 
agreement with thcrn was possible on the basis of uncomprumiscd strugglc 
against liquidators. Lcnin's tactics for a bloc with che l'lckhanovites followcd 
by the majority of '.vicnshcvik workers in Russia hclped increase Bolshe.vik 
influence in legal worhrs' organisations. p. 166 

31 British f.abour Parl)• 011c of the two lt:.ading partics in thc co1mlry, tht· most 
influential party in thc Socialist lnternational. Il was founded in 1900, indudcs 
mainly workers and is hcadcd b) righH•;ng reformists. p. 167 

~8 Swlypin's agrarian refonn bourgcois reform of peasant land tenurc in Rus.-;ia, 
namcd after the Minister P. A. Stolypin. I~s aim was to remccl> thc land shortage 
while retaining landowncrs' tcnurc, to speed up tht> stratification in the 
couutrysidc and create an additioual social foothold for the autocracy - the kulaks. 
Thc rcform was a failure. p. 171 

14 Tmdoviks ("Labour group")-small petty-bourgcois dcmocratic faction of pcasant 
deputies and Narodnik intcllectuals in the Duma. Aftcr thc Great Octobcr 
Socialist Revolution it backcd the counter-revolution. p. 181 

~ Popular Socialists-petty-bourgcois part:y in Russia in 1906-18. In Junc 1917 unitcd 
with Trudoviks. After the October Revolution participatcd in counter-re,·olu
tionary organisations and anti-Soviet conspiracie..~. p. 181 

•• Curia-in sorne bourgeois electoral systems a category of voters groupcd accord-
ing t0 social-estate and property qualifications. p. 181 

• 1 The three basic revolutionary slogan~: democratic republic, confiscation of landed 
estates and eight-hour day. p. 184 

13 Tite theOT)' ()f a "broad srction" - an opportunist cheory, adhcren ts of which 
sought to unite Bolsheviks and unprinciplcd, mixed elcments under the guise 
of "non-factionalism". This was a direct atlernpt to liquidatr the revolutionary 
proletarian party. p. 193 
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u Liqu1dawr.r an opponunist trcnd, the }light wing of Mcnshevism, emerged in 
1907. Thcy called for liquidation of the illt.-gal rcvolucionary prolctarian party 
and thr organisation of legal rcformbt parcy. Expclled from the Pany in 1912. 

Bundir/J - see Note 23. 
Vperyod-ists - members of the Vperyod group formed in the Party in 1909. 

They rejected che Bolshevik tactics of rombining legal and illegal forms of work 
in thc masses and tried to combine Marxism and religion. The group dissolved 
in 1913 p. 193 

•~ Defencists social-chauvinists. l n the years of the First World War the Mensheviks 
headed by G. Plekhanov adopted a delencist position. Thcy advocatcd the 
idea of "non-rcsistance" to war, callcd for support of che tsarist govemment 
in its war efforts and defended the war co the viccorious end, considering 
it inadmissible for the prolctariat 10 takc any revolucionary actions against 
the govcrnment during the war time. p. 198 

lb Tmgaki (close Socialists) Bulgarian Social-Democrats in 1903-19, who took the 
Marxist stand (contrary to Lhc opport11nists-wide (Shirokt) Socialists) . ln 1919 
the Tcsnyaki party -·the flulgarian Workers' Social-Democratic' Party - was re
namecl the .Hulgarian Communist Party. p. 205 

-11 Juniu.r {Lat.-youngcr)-the pscudonym of Rosa Luxemburg. 
'fhe article "The J unius Pamphlet" was wriuen by Lcnin in conncction 

with thc publication of Rosa Luxcmburg's pamphlet Tlu Crisis ef tht Social
Dm1ocracy. p. 209 

•~ Tht Socialist Pr<>paganda Lta.izue itJ llu USA was formed \\ichin tht' Socialist 
Partv in 1915: it t<K>k the stand of the Zimmcrwald Lef1, the rcvoluúonary 
elem

0

ents bcga1~ to rally round it. During the military intervcntion it pul out 
the slogan " Hands off Soviet Russia !''. p. 223 

·~ Anarclw-Syndicalism - an opportunist trend in the worki'ng-class movcmcut that 
rejt,cts political struggle and Lhe leading role of workcrs' política! parties. 
lt considers trade unions tht> highest form of organisatiou of the working 
class, which must posscss the mcans of production, and a general economic 
>Lrike- the highest form of strugglc. p. 224 

"' This Party Card has not been found and probably has not survived. Lenin's 
Part) cards issucd 10 him in 1920 and 1922 are kept in thc Central Party 
Archives of the Jnstitu1c of Marxism-Lenioism, CC CPSU. Whcn Party cards 
werc cxchanged in spring 1927 card '.\lo. 0000001 was made out to V. I. Lcnin, 
thc founder aud leader of Lhe Communist Party. Since thcn Party card 
'.\lo. 1 has been assigned to V. l. Lenin in perpetuity. p. 237 

~ ' Bla11quism-a política! movcmcnt named aftcr Louis ~uguslc Blanqui (1805-
l!lBl), a French rcvolutiouary and utopian commu111st. Ccnerally the. term 
denotes the tactics of sectaria ns in the rcvolutionary movcrnenl who cons1dered 
that a small group of conspirators nol connected with the rcvolutionar~ class 
could carrv out a victorious uprising cven when thrrc was no rcvolunonary 
situation. ' P· 243 
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51 Cons1i111ent Ammb{J a parliamt'ntary instilution in Russia. Beforc thc Octohcr 
1ernl11tion 1hc bourgeoisie hampercd thc formation of this bod} of bourl(l'Ois
clemocratic legality, ancl after October 1917 tricd w use it for the dcstruction 
of thc revolution and seizure of power. At thc sitting of the Constitucnt 
kembly "hich took place in Petrograd on January 5(18), 1918 ·thc coumer
revolutionary majorit\ openlr opposed the recognilion of the So,·iet powcr aud 
its clrcrt't'S. 

On thc night of January 6~19) the All-Russia Central Executi,·e Committcc> 
adopted a dccrcc on thc dissolution of che Constituent Assembly. p. 256 

~' Tlie Military Or.t:anisation under the CC RSDLP~B) Jcd the Party organisations 
m the ~rmy and thc Navy in April 1917-!\farch 1918. l t contributt>d greatl} 
to thc ideological and polirical education of soldiers, and armrd and traincd 
the Red Guard dctachmems. p. 272 

·•
4 Vofost -the lowcst territorial adrninistrative unit in pre-revolutionary Russia. 

ll was parr of a n U)et.d, which in turn was part of gubernia. p. 279 

55 f'easant 1Vft111datc on './¡e Lallli includcs 242 local mandatcs given by pcasams 
to ddq1;a1.es to thc F1rs1 All-Russía Congress of Pcasaut Deputies. Thc 111a11datc 
coutai111:d 1hc clcmaml to contiscaLc ali lanclowncrs' land ¡¡ncl trnnsfi:r it. 10 
local ~ovt:>rnll1Clll bodic~, which roincicfod wirh thc Bolsht'.vik programuu:. This 
mand<1ll' becamc Lhr hasis for thc Dec:ret' on !'cace, one of the lirsl th-<:r~t's 
or Sovi('t. powcr. In this conncction the !vlcnshcviks iH'CUsed Bolsllt'\'ik~ of 
C<1rrying out Llw Socialist-Rcvolutionary land programme. Couutc·ring thesc 
attacks Leniu sa id that Íl was not importaut who had writtcu Ll1t' ;,andatc 
and that thc df'mocratíc govcrnment could uot ignore che n~'olu1ions of che 
peoplc. Lcuin did not conct'al his disagrccment. ~"ith scparalt' points of thc 
mandare. but proposed taking it as a basis of the agrarian µrogrammc of thc 
Octobcr Revolution. - ' p. 279 

• 6 l.abnur s1a11da1d the amount of land a familv could farm 
.rla11dnrd th1· amount of laml nt-eded to prc":ide a harvci;t 
famíly at sul1»is1encc lcvel. 

by itself; subJiJlttur 
~ufficient to k1·1·p a 

p. 280 

57 LeJ.i So_cialiJt-Rn1olutionarier-a peuy-hourgeois party of Left Socialist-KevoluLion
anes :m11·rn;1tionali.sb) organíscd in Oecember 1917 . .Beforc that the Lcll S.R.s 
e.xisted as tlw l.('ft wing of tlw S.R. pan y (sce l\ote 22). At tlH' S('eond 
All-Russia Congress of So\ icl' thr 1.eft S.R.s voted together with tlH' Bolsheviks 
on lhc main items on thc agenda, but they turned clown tht> Bolshevik~' 
proposal lo join thc govcrnmenL 

\Vith tl~c dl'vdopmenr of the socialist revolution in thc country:,ide anti
Soviel senuments grrw stronger among the Lefl S.R.s. Having losL its iníluence 
on Lhe pca&<J ntry 1he party ccased to exist. p. 286 

·
1
" "Lejl Comm1111irts" an a nli -Party g roup; emerged car!) in 19 18, opposcd thc 

conclusion of thc Br<'st-LHovsk Peace T1 eaty and c,dled for a " revolu tio11a ry 
war", thus mortally threatcni11g So\'iet power. Lcnin and his associatcs had 10 

carry 011 a pcrsistt•nt struggle in the CC of üu· Parlv :igainst Trntsky 
and the. "Ll'ft Cornmunists" in orcler ro sccure the n.1.t.ific<~tion of Llu· prnce 
treat} w1th Gt>rmany ancl LO savt> rhe Soviet rcpublic in this way. 
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The "Lcft Communists" also took a wrong stand on somt' qut-~tions of eco-

nomic construction. 
By June J 918 they had complc:-t..!) lost their iuíluenC'c. p. 298 

;9 Tlu Central Rada, a bourgcois nationalist organisation set up in Kícv in April 
191 ¡ al a Congress of Ckrainian bourt{cots and petty-bourgcois parties and 
groups. Afrer rht' ,-ictory of the Great October ~o-cialist Rcv~lulion th_e ,,Rada 
declared ic.self the ~upremc organ "of thc l. kram1<11l Pcople s Rcpubhc and 
embarked upon open opposition to !)o, 1c1 p<iwt•r. . 

The QJ.iadrupl.e .1llia11ce, a bloc of Gt:rman'. Ausma-Hungar~ ,_ i:urkey and 
Bulgaria, which oppo~ed the countrie:, of Quadruplc Entente ' Br1tam, France, 
Russia and Italy) , during thc First World War. p. 299 

.o CQtnmittees oj Poor Pfasa11L> wcre fonned in R n,sia in 1918. In many districts 
they were acrnally the organs of statc powcr, distributcd land and agr irnltural 
implements and confisc:a tcd grain :rom th<' ~11laks. ,\1 the en<l of 1918 they 
transfcrred Lhcir functions co 1.hc v1llage Soviets. P· 318 

61 The ?'relyok<w <.:allery in '!Vlosmw - tltc' ll1\ISC'Um o r Russian and. Sovicr art. 
I t w¡1s ¡¿undtd in 1856 by Pavcl Trc:Lyakov as a prívate collccnon, bm was 
donated to Moscow in 1892. The Gall~ry po~s<"SSCS 1.h1· n10st va luable c:ollcct1r_rns 
of Rus.,ian ic:on paiuting of th~ llth LO 17d1 centuries and Russ1a.n p~int.mg 
of rhe 18th to early 2!llh centuries and also of sntlprnre , graph1c :1rt, 

aucl tlu· works of Soviet anists. P· :H9 

62 ''Fourt(en Points'' thr "pe¡¡n: programnw" advanced by l J.S. P.re.sident \Vilsou 
in hnuary 1918 to coLmlt'l' üu· Sovfrt Dencc on Pean·. Be_hmd. the phrasc<i 
ahout "fr~e rrat!c", ''free seas" and soh ing dll' colonial quc;t1on ir was a1mc~ 
at rhe csrabfohment of U.S. suprCll1'11') in intcrnational affairs. p. 32b 

G> The agricultura/ associaJion.1 "artd~" for thc j~1int 1·u ~tivation of. ~he. land, a 
fonn of agricultura! prod uction rnoprra tion d uranv; thc hrst ) e-.trs ol Smdct pm7er. 
Land pl~ts and labour werl' join1. The a-soc-iations "ere Lransform.ed mto 
mllectivc fanns in the late 1920s and t'arl) 1930s. There are agncultural 
production cooperalive> of tht' :,amt' ktnd ín thc GJ>R, Hungary and other 

so('ialist countries. _ 
Agricultura[ cooptratiDes-\'oluntar} coopcratívt' organisations ~n. thc USSR. 

uniting peasams for tht: devdopmnlt of thl' la~gc-scale soc1ahs.t ernnom) 
basecl on thl' publicly owned nwans of producuon and collect1ve 1~~3~S 

r.• Workers' preparolory rm11ses-gcneral educacional insLitutions in ~he 
1919-'1-0 which prepared young people wi th no sccondary educauon 

educational establishments. 

USSR in 
for higher 

p. 407 

r.; The ARA :American Relid i\cl111ini,tra1ion) was org~rnis?d in 1919 to help 

E 
' ntr i'e · that sulll-rcd in tité· Firsc World Wa1; 1t was used lo 

uropean cou .> ~ · · h 
consolidatc US po~itious in Europe. In 1921 ~~·hc'.1 L.hcreR was 1ai

1
mne lll t de 

\
r ¡ .. · LI ., n ·' • -ict ivil) was ¡>t:rmitLcd 111 Soviet ussia; o ten pursue 
. o ga 1 eg1on 1e '"''.'-. '. ' , . ,~2."J 

>tirns hosule to tbe Soviet ;tale P 

"" The 1"u:o-and-a-Ho!f'lntcmatirmal thf" intt'rnational oµportunist organisatiou found-
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ed in Vicnna in 1921 at the conferencc of Centrist partics and groups 
which had tcmporarily withdrawn from the Second lntcrnaLional under thc 
pressurc of thc rcvolutionarv-minded working masscs. Hiding behind revolu
Lionary phrascolog> thc panies of the Two-and-a-Half Intcrnational pursucd a 
divisive policy on thc most important issucs of the world prolctarian movemcnt. 
In 1923 thc Two-and-a-Half International merged with the Bcrne lntl.'rnational 
to form the Socialist Labour Imernational. p. -i3 I 

bJ A reforence to the Tenth All-Russia Congres.s of Soviets. p. 446 

6" The article "Better Fewer, But Better" \.\'<IS completed on l\larch 2. p. 447 

"" Thl' government communication on V . I. Lenin's death was publishcd in special 
issues of Prauda and J¡;uestia on .January 22, 1924. p. 467 

'º The appeal of thc CC RCP(B), "To the Party, to Ali Working Pcople" 
and the appcal of the Executivc Cornmiuee of the Communist International 
were publishcd in spccial issues of Pravda and hvestia on January 2'.{, 1924. 

p. 468 

1 1 Sul¡jectivi.mi - world outlook which ignores thc objective laws govcrning nature 
and socicty; the philosophical ha sis of revisionisrn and voluntarisrn in politics. 

Voiuntarism -arbitrary it<:tivity by persons whc·> i~nore the objt.'clivt- laws 
K<>vrrning the historical prncess. p. 475 
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NA:'.\1E INDEX 

Adlrr, Victnr (1852-1918)-an orgauiser 
and lcader of the A ustrian Social
Dernocra tic Party; adoptcd a Ccn
trist position dnring World War 1; 
A ustrian Min.ister for forcign AITain 
in 1918.-197 

Akimo11, Vladimir Petrovich \ 1872-1921) 
member of the R ussian Social-Dem
ocratic movement frorn 1890s, an 
ideologist. of Economisrn, l'v1cnshevik 
aft~r 190'.~; abandoned politics in 
1907. 95 

Alexander lll (Romanov) ( 1845-1894) -
R.ussian Emperor (1881 -94;; rt'prc
sentcd the most conservative J.{us.-.ian 
circlcs; brutally suppressed the rno
lutionary-dcmocnuic ancl working
class movement and promoted des· 
potism and poliCt' tyranny .- 16 

Alexqev, .Hikhail Vosi(yetich ;1857-
1918)-Russian general, Suprcme 
Commander-in-Chicf of the Russian 
army in :'.\farch-May 1917; headed 
the White Guard Volunteer Army 
after Ocwber 1917 Revolution.-197 

Alexinsky, GrigO'f)' AleXll)'Wich (b. 1879) 
membcr of the R.ussian Social-Dem
ocratic movement; joincd Bolshc
viks in 1905; a leader of the anti· 
Party Vfmyod (Forward) group 
from 1908; llcd abroad in 1918 and 
sidcd with extreme rcacl.ionarics.-
162, 250 

* Real mm) es. are Kiven in bracket:;. 
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Andmm-Nex'ó, Martin (1869-1954) -
Danish writer, rncmber of the Com
munist Pany ofDenmark from 1919; 
participatcd in the work of thc 
Fourth Comintcrn Congress in No
vcmber 1922.-441 

Arulro>r.11, A11drei Amlr~)'evich { 1895-
1971) Sovi~I. state~man ancl Pany 
functionary, fiolshevik from 1914. -
278 

A.11drry11a, Mmia Fyodorovna (J 808-
1958) ,vcll-known Russian actress 
and public figure, wifc and associatc 
of Maxim Gorky.-128, 138, 116 

Arúlotlt (381<322 J\.C. \ - Greck philos
ophl'r and scicntist; vacillatcd be
twccn ma1crialism and idealism.-
207 

¡lnnand, Jn,<.w ( Telizouta Fy>dorouna* ) 
l l!lH-1920) promincm figure in 
thl' Russian and intcrnational revo
lutionary movcment, Bolshcvik from 
1904. 1 H, 194, 211, 232 

Aienarius, Richard (1843-1896)- rcac
tiouary Gcrman philosophcr, sub
j<'clivc idcalist, a founder of ernpirio
rriticism. - 150 

Axelrod, Pavel /Jorisovicil (1850-1928)
joincd lhe Russian rcvolulionary 
rnovc~mcnt in thc early 1870s, N'a
rodnik; mcmbcr of Jskra editorial 
board frorn 1900, a JVfonshévik lca
dt·r from 1903, liquidator; emigra!· 
<'el aftl'r Occnhcr 1917. 72, 79, 80, 
198 



B 

Babusliki11, /van Va.si{ytviclz ( 1873-1906) 
worker, professional revolu1ionary, 
J3olshcvik; delivcrcd and distributed 
Lcninist lskra; led armcd uprising 
in Chita; was shot by officers of a 
puniúve expcdition in 1906.-30, 33, 
49, 71, 77 

Bagotsky, Strgei Justi111wich ( 1879-1953)
doctor, ac1ive panicipant in revo
lutionary movemcnt; joincd the re
volutionary proletarian Social-De
mocratic Party of the Kingdom of 
Poland and Lithuania in 1910 ; or
ganist'r of Soviet hcalth service after 
O ctober 1917. 197 

Barbo11i, Tilo- ILalian social-chauvin
is1. 204 

Bauer, Bruno ( 1809-1882) - Gcrrnan 
iclcalist philosopher, bourgeois radi
cal in political views. 44 

Bauer, OUo (1882-1938)- a leader of 
the Austrian Socíal-Dt•rnocratic Par
ty and Scccmd l ncerna1ional, idcoloK
ist of Auslrian Marxism, a form 
of rcvisionism; an Or!{aniser and 
leadcr of the Two-and-a-Half In
ternational (1921-23) and thc So
cialist Labour lmcrnational ~ 192:1-
40). 238 

B~arov (Rudne11), Vladimir Alexandrollic/1 
(1874-1939)-Russian philosophcr 
and economist, membcr of the So
cial-Dcmorratic Pany rrom 1896; 
advocatcd "god-building" and cm
pirio-criticism in thc years of reac
tion (1907-10).- 150 

Btbtl, August (1840-19 13)-· a founder 
and leadcr of thc German Social
Dcmocratic Partv and thc Second 
International; p~ssionatc anti-mil
itarist.- 140, 142, 188, 307 

Bed11y, Demyan (Pridvorov, Yefim Ale
xeyevic/1) ( 1883-1945) - Soviet poet 
ancl writer, pionccr of socialist 
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rcalism, Party membcr from 1912. -
349, 410, 465 

Beethoun, Ludu;ig van (1770-1!127¡
German composer, piani~t and <"On
ductor.-410 

Belinsky, Fissarion Grigorytuic/1 ( 1811-
1848) -Russian revolutionary dem
ocrat, literary critic and writer ; 
materialist philosopher. 16, 307 

Bell, Tl1omas {1882-1940)-British Com
munist; joined thc Independcnt La
bour Party in 1900; a foundcr of 
the Communist Party of Great Brit
ain, dde~ate to the Third, Sixth 
and Seventh Cominti:rn congrcsscs. -
431 

Beran,i:er, Pierre Jean (1780-1857) 
Frcnch poet; famous for his satirC:N 
on the Napolconic regimc; utopi11.n 
socialist. 465 

Berkeley, George ~ 1685-1753) -An¡.¡lican 
bishop in Cloyhe ( Ireland); r~ac
tionary philosnpher, subjcctive ideal
i~t.-153 

Bernstein, &/uard ( 1850-1932) - an op
portunis1 lt:ader of Gcrman Social
Dc1micrats and the Sccond lnterna
tional; ideologist of revisionism. 
62-63, 66, 82, 96, 141 

Rissfllali, l~onida ( 1857-1920)- a rrform
ist leader of the ltalian Socialm 
Pany (1892-1912), expelled in 1912 
for supporting the aggres.~ive ltalo
Turkish war; onc of the founder> 
of the Socialist Reformist Party. 
- 178 

Blagoev, Dimilr (1856-1924)-promi
nent Russian and Bulgarian revolu
tionary, first propagandist of Mar
xism in Bulgaria, foundcr of the 
Bulgarian Social-Democratic Party 
(1891), the Tesnyaki Pany (1903) 
and thc Communist Party ofBulgari<1 
(1919).- 205 

Blank, Alexander Dmitriyevich - Lcnin's 
grandfather ; doctor, la id the foun-

dations of physiothcrapy in Rus.~ian 
roedicinc.-1 2 

Blomqi>ist, Arlhur (1878-1951 ) -worker, 
in 1917 member of workcrs' organi
sation uniting Swedes in Finland. 
-258 

BobrovskO)•a (.('.elikson), Cecilia Samoiloo11a 
(1876-1960)-R ussian rcvolutionary. 
delivered and distributed Leninist 
Jskra; engaged in Party work from 
1920.- 91, 417 

Bogda111Jv (Malinovsky} Altxander Al~
xandroo-ich (1873-1928) doctor, ph1-
losopher and economist, Russian r~v
olutionary; initially a Bolshcv1k, 
thcn sincc 1908 an "otzovist" and 
lead~r of the Vperyod group; organ
ised and directed the lnstitute of 
Blood Transfusion in 1926 ; dicd after 
performing a medica! experimcnt on 
himsclf. - 106, 150, 162 

1Jonclt-Bruye1:iclt, lvfikhail Alexa11dro11iclt 
( 1888-1940) -Sovicc scienlist, sup~r
viscd electronic t11bcs production in 
Soviet Russia , commissionccl thc 
world's first powerful Cornintcrn ra
dio station in .Moscow ( 1922). 402 

Bonch-Bruyei.Uh, Vladimir Dmilriytvic/1 
(1873-1955)- &Jvict statcsman and 
Party functionary, historian ; organ
iscr of severa! Bolshevik newspapers 
and publishing houscs.-127, 136, 
238, 249, 278, 327 

Barg, Valter (d. 1918}-Finnis_h So
cial-Democrat, then Comm11mst; su
pervised the passage of r('volutionary 
émigrés to Sweden.-143 . 

Braun, Adoif (1862-1929)- German So
cial-Democrat, an editor oí Vor
wiirts in the 1890s, author of severa! 
works on the trade-union mov<>
ment.- 74 

Breslav Boris Abramovich (1B82-1943) 
Rus~ian revolutionary , held vario u~ 
Party posts after üctober 1917 .-
173 

Buchanan, George William (1854-1924) 
British diplomat; as Ambassado1: LO 

Russia ( 1910-18) , he hclped Russ1an 

reactionaries to comba! the maturing 
rcvolution; took pan in orga_nisi~1g 
countcr-rcvolutionary conspt.rac1cs 
aflcr the October 1917 Socialist Re
volution.-250 

Budyont!)', Srmyon Mik/zailouich (1883-
1973)-Soviet mili1ary Jeader, hero 
of Civil War (1918-20} and Great 
Patriotic: War , 1941-45) .-362, 363 

Buk/zarin, .Nikolai l11anoui.clz ( 1888-

sos 

1938) R ussian Social-Dcmocrat 
publicist and economist; opposcd 
Lcnin on the question of the state, 
on prolecarian dictatorship and the 
right oí nations to sclf-determina
tion; af1er October 1917 led the 
anti-Party brroup of Left Commu
nists and, later, the Right opposi
tion in the Party; was expelled 
from the l>arty in 1937 for anti
Party activities.-227, 34·6, 34i, 389, 
390 . ' ' 'k l · 1z (18-1 Bulgak1w, Sfrget J"ii ·o aye_v1c . 1 -

1944)-Russian cconom1st, pluloso
phcr and theologist; cmigrated to 
Paris in 1923.-63 

ftumai;lzny, Yejlm Osipovich (b. 1894) 
Russian rcvolutionary; sccrctary of 
thc Bryansk Guhernia Part)' commit
tet' in 1923. 464 

/Jutlnov, AILxandtr Miklzailo;,ic/z (1828-
1886) - Russian chcmist; supported 
thc introduction of higher education 
for women. - 16 

e 

Caclii11 Marcel ( 1869-1958)-outstan
din~ leadcr of the ~rench and in
ternational commumst movement, a 
founder of the French Communist 
Party ( 1920); participant in the Re
sistancc ( 1940-44); director of L' H11-
manité (19 18-5!l) .- 128, 142, 378, 379 

Camptm~lla, Tommai;o {1568-1639) ~ 
Italian philosophcr, poet and poh
tician, founder of utopian commun
ism. - 307 



Clukllov, A111011 Pavlouic/1 (1860-1904) 
Russian wrircr; his works had a 
considerable impact on thc dcve
lopmcnt of Russian and world 
litcra1urc. 93, 410 

Cllernov, O. J. Sibcrian pcasant, mem
ber of thc pcasant board of the 
newspaper BtdTU)/a ( The Poor) from 
1921.- 388 

Cl1ernov, Viktor Mikhailovich ( 1873-
1952) an organiscr and theoreti· 
dan of thc Socialist-Rcvolucionarv 
Party, mcmber ofthe bourgcois Pr~
visional Governmentin 1917; White 
Guard émigré.-108 

C/1emyshevsky, Nikqiflj Gavrilovic/1 ( 1828-
1889) - Russia11 rcvolutionary demo
crat , utopian socialist, materialist 
[>hilosopher, writer and litcrary cri
tic; his work was highly thouglu of 
by Marx, Engcls and Lenin. - lo, 
20, 55, 92, 1 5:~. 307 

Chicluri11, Georgi Vasi[yevich (1872-
1936) Russian revolutionary; in 
1904-Hl carricd out revolutionan1 
work abroad. Aticr the Octoher R,:_ 
volution Soviet statcsman and Partv 
íunctionary; Pcopk's Commissar fo

0

r 
Forrign Alfairs ( 1918-30), signed thc 
Brcst Pcacc Treaty on lwhalf of thc 
Sovit't Co~crnmcm.-422-23 

Chkluid<.t, Nikolai Semyonoiuh (1864-
1926)- a t-lenshevik lt>.adcr, Whitc 
Cuard émigré from 1921.-204, 250 

Cl1ugurin, /van Dmitriyevic/1 ( 1883-1947)
worker; rcvolutionary and subse
quently Bolshevik, member of the 
Board of the All-Russia Extraordi
nary Commission for Combating 
Counter-Rcvolution and Sabotage 
(Chcka). 237 

Clturchill, Winslon l~onard S¡m1cer (1874-
1965)- füit ish statcsman, Prime Min
isrcr ( 1940-45 ancl 1951-55); leader 
of 1hc Conscrvativc Party, instigator 
of Cold War policy alter World War 
Il. - 326 

Clusml, G111lt1Vf f'tml (IB23-! 900)-
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member of thc Paris Commun(' in 
187 l; directed its dt:fcnsivc opcra
tions.- 115 

o 
Dan. (Gurvidt), Fyodor ll;·ic/1 (1871-

194 7) - Russian Social-Dcmocrat 
and a Menshevik leader; exiled 
abroad for anti-Soviet activilies in 
1922.-166, 243 

Daui.d, Eduard ( 1863-1930) an oppor
tunist Jeader of German Social
Democratic Party; attempted to re
vise Marxist agrarian theory and 
prove the soundncss of the small 
peasant ec:onomy.- 141 

Debs, Eugene (185.'l-1926) an orgauisc:r 
of the American Socialist Pan y 
(1900-01), took an intcrnationalist 

stand during World War l and was 
subjected to rcprisals. :205 

Denikin, Antq11 lvanauich ( IB72-1947) 
Russian lieutt;nan1-gcncral, a chicf 
organiser of counter-revolution in 
Rus.sia; vVhite Guard émigré from 
1920.-352, 360, 361 

Diamani, llnma1111 Austrian So<·ial
Demm;rat, dt>puly to tlw Auslrian 
Parliamentduring World War l. 197 

Diderot, Denis (1713- 1784) Frcnch 
writer and malerialisl philosophcr, 
member of thc Frcnch Enlighten
mcnt and hcad of the Encyclopar
dists; an ideologist of l8th-century 
Fr ench re"olutionary bourgeoisie; re
mained an idealist in explaining so· 
cial phenomena.-153 

Diet;., Johann Heinricll Wilhelm (1842-
1922) - German Social-Democrat, 
head of thc Party publishers that 
printed works by Marx and fi.n
gels. - H 

Dielzgen, Josef (1828- 1881.l} - Gcnnan 
Social-Dcmocrat, leather workcr 
who independently arrived al dia
lcctical materialism. - 153 

f)ohrogea1111-Gherea, Constantin ( l !155-
1920) litemry critic, \•Titer and so
ciologist, an organiser ofSocial-Dem
ocratic groups and thc Social
Democratic Labour Party in Ro
mania (1893} .-170 

Dobrolj-ubov, Nilrolai Akxandroiich t 1836-
1861 )-Rus.sían re\•olutionary dem
ocrat, materialist philosopher, lit· 
erary critic and journaJisl; opposed 
monarchy and scrfdom; advocated 
peasant revolution.-13, 16, 20, 307 

Dubrovinsky, /osif F;·odoroúcli (1877-
1913)-Russian Social-Democrat, 
.Bolshevik; delivercd and distributed 
Leninist /skra; directed .l\foscow 
armcd uprising in 190.'i. 145 

Dzerzhi11sky, Felix Edm1111dovich ( 1877-
1923; -outstanding Jeadcr of the 
Communist Parly and Soviet state, 
Russian anc\ Polish n :volutiouary; 
Chairman ofthe All-Russia Exlraor
dinary Commis~ion for Comhaling 
Counter-Revolution and Sabotagc 
(Chcka) after 1917.-271, 292 

E 

t:n.e.bt1g, Osear Alt:.androuich ( 1874--
1955)-of Finnish dcscent, workcr at 
the Putilov Works, Petrograd; "as 
exilcd to EaStern Sibcria for revo· 

lutionary activities in Oct0bcr 
189i.-53 

Engels. Frederick (1820-1895)-founder 
of scienlific communism, leader of 
thc world prolctariat, friend and as· 
sociate of Marx; joint!y with .l\brx 
developed dialectical and historical 
matcrialism. - 5, 6, 7, 9, 20, 25, 35, 
44, 4·7, 52, 53, 55, 7·1, 83, 86. 
96, 100, 115, 131, 153, 151., 157, 
172, 175, 208, 213, 215, 219, 232, 
240, 242, 2•13, 257, 262, 267, 269, 
307, 317, 332. 352, 355, 375, 406, 
472, 481, ,182 

F 

Frdosryn•, }/i/..olai Yevgr4ouid1 (1871-
1 !198) onc of thc lirst Rus.~ian 
Marxist thcorcticians; died in cxile.-
20, 22, 26 

Fmtrr, Otjrid ( 1873-1941 )-German 
ncurologist and neurosurgcon. -446 

Ftuerbarh, Ludu·ig (1804-1872)- Ger· 
man matcrialist philosopher whose 
ideas servcd as a theoretical source 
of :\1arxist philosophy. 153, 207, 
307 
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.Fqja11M1a, Margarita Vasiryeuna l 1883-
1976) - Russian revolutionary, subse
q ucntly a Bolshevik; her Petrograd 
ílat was used by Lenin whcn he was 
hiding in .Tuly and Octobcr 1917; 
tcachcr after Ocrnber 1917. -269, 
27 1, 274 

Fotic~a. f,ir/iya Alex011drouna (1881-1975) 
- R ussian rcvolutionary and Rolshc
vik, l.enin's secretary and secretary 
of the Council of Peoplc's Commis
~ars after October 1917; worked m 
thc Central Lcnin Muscuro m 

Moscow after 1938.-435. 

G 

(;n/lachtr, William (1881 -1965) - out· 
standing lcader of the British and 
intcrnational communist movement. 
Prcsident of thc Communist Party 
of Grcat .Britain (1956-63).-378 

Gaf>on, Georgi Apollonovidi (1870-1906)
pricst, agcnt-provocateur of the tsar
i~l sccrct police; was exPosed by a 
group of workers and hanged. 

11 1 
Ctrmr111ella, Giovamii (1885-1959)-Ital

ian writcr. mernber of the I talian 
working-dass movcment and of the 
ltalian Commnnist I>arty; residcd in 
thc VSSR in l 9'.~0-46.- 379 

Gil, S!ef!a11 Ka;.imirovich ( IB88- l 966)
l.t·nin 's chaulleur (19 17-24). 310 



Gogol, Nikolai Vas'Í/yevic/1 {1809-1852)
Russian wricer who influenced the 
devclopmcnt of critica! realism in 
Russian litcraturc.- 16 

Goldma11, ü v lsaakovich (1877-1939) 
Russian rcvolutionary, organised 
clandcstinr print shop to publish 
Social-Democratic litcrature in 
Kishinyov in Ma) 1901; joined the 
Mensheviks in 1905; abandoned pol
itics after the October 1917 revolu
tion and later held severa! admin
istrative posts.- 79 

Gorky, Maxim (Peslikov, Alexei Maximo
vich) (1868-1936) - Sovict writer and 
public figure, pioncer of socialist 
realism in Soviet literature.- 97, 128, 
138, 139, 140, 146, 152-53, ll.l4, 
402-03, 409, 410, 416, 417, 433, 
466 

C:ramsci, Anlonio ( 1891-1937) -prom
incnt figure in thc Italian and 
intcrnational communist movement, 
urganiser and Jeader of the Commun
ist Party of ltaly, Marxist theore
tician; was arrested for revolutionary 
activities in 1926 and sentenced to 

20 years' imprisonment by a fascist 
court in 1928. 226 

Grimlund, Otlo (d. 1969)-Swl'dish 
journalist, mcmber of Social-Dem
ocratic youth organisaúon.- 236 

Grimm, Robtrt \ 1881-1956) a lcader of 
thc Swiss Social-Democratic Party 
and thc Sccond I nternational; 
Centrist, hclpcd to create the 
Two-and-a-Half I ntcrnational.- 204, 
232 

Cubkin, /van Mikhailoviclt ( 1871-1939)
Soviet acadcmician, gcologist, organ
iscr of severa! cducational and rc
scarch institutcs.- 402 

Guesde, Jules Basile Mathieu ( 1845-
1922) - founding member of the 
French Wc)rkers' Parly and a leader 
of the french Socialisl Party formed 
in 1905; prominent figure in the 
Sccond lntcrnational, Centrist.-198 
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H 

Haase, Hugo ( 1863-1919)-Chairman of 
Lhe German Social-Democratic Par
ty ( 1911-17), Centri.st; helped sup
press the November 1918 revolution 
in Gerrnany.- 198 

HOMcki, r alwb StanislalJ()vich ( 1879-
1937) - promincnt figure m Polish 
and Russian revolutionary move
ment, a leader of the Social-Dem
ocratic Party of the Kingdom of 
Poland and Lithuania in 1903-09. 
-197, 236 

Haywood, William Dudl~~ (1869-1928)
member of che US labour movc
ment, socialist, subsequently a Com
munist.- 142 

Hegel, C:eorg Will1elm Friedrich ( 1770-
1831 )-classical German philos
opher; his service to philosophy 
consistcd in a thorough elaboration 
of idealist dialectit-s- a theoretical 
sourccofdialectical materialism.- 52, 
207-08, 307 

Heivétius, Cfoude Adrien ( 1715-1771 ) 
French materialist philosophcr, 
ideologist of 18th-century French re
volutionary bourgeoisie.- 52 

Herzen, Altxarukr lvanoiric/1 ( 1812-1870)
Russian revolutionary dcmocrat, 
materialist philosopher, writer and 
journalist.-16, 55, 307 

Holbach, P(JJll Henry ( 1723-1789) 
French materialist philosopher and 
atheist, ideologist of the french rev
olutionary bourgeoisie.- 52, 307 

Hugo, Victor Marie \ 1802-1885) 
French novelist; his works werc 
highly acclaimed by progressive l 9th· 
ccntury Russian writers.- 160 

Hyndman, Henry Mayers ( 1842-1921) 
an organiser of thc British Socialisl 
Party, reformist; lcft the Party in 
1916, supported anti-Soviet in ter· 
vention (1918-20). 198 

J 

Jalava, liugo Erikotich (1874-1950}
member of the Russian Social-Vem· 
ocratic movemcm, cngine-driver 
of the locomotive No. 293 on which 
Lenin twice crossed the Finnish 
border in 19li.-256, 257, 269, 271 

Janson, Willulm (1877-1923) -member 
of the German socialist movement, 
Swedish by birth, opportunist ; 
Attaché of the Swedish M1Ssion in 
Berlín after 1919.-235 

J aaú.r, J ean ( 1859-1914) - leader of thc 
French Socialist Party and its Right, 
reformist wing from l905, founder 
of L'H1Jmanité in 1901; led unremit
ting s1.ruggle against colonialism, 
militarism and war; was killcd by a 
French chauvinist on July 31, 1914, 
on che evc: of World War l. 142 

Jojfe, Adolf Abramovich \1883-1927) 
began his revolutionary activit.y in 
late 19th centurv, Sov;el statesman 
and Party funcÚonary .- 413 

Jngiches, Leo-see Tyszka, Jan 

Joliot-Curie, Frederic ;_I 900-1958) 
Frenc:h physicist and pulilic figure, 
memher of the french Communist 
PartV: took an active part in the 
·rreu'ch Rcsistance and world peace 
movement, received the Nobel and 
International Lenin Prizc for 
S1reng1hening Peace Among ~a
tions; his name is given lO the Gold 
Peace;; ~fedal; was first President of 
the World Peace Council ( 1950). 
159 

K 

K abakcl1iev, Christo (J 87 8-194·0)-prom · 
inent ligure in the Bulgarian and 
international communíst movemcnt, 
member of the Central Cornmittee 
oí the Blllgarian Comnrnnisl. Party 
from 1919; from 1927 lived m th<' 
t;SSR and worked in the Cmn
intern. 378 

J:alinin, Mikliail lvanovich ( 1875-1946) -
Russ1an revolulionary, delivercd and 
distributcd Leninist lskra; an organ
iwr of Pravda; a prominent Soviet 
staiesman and Pany functionary 
after Oc1ober 1917 Revolution: 
(;hairman of thc All-Russia Central 
Exewiivc Committee af1er 1919 and 
Chairman of the Presidium of the 
USSR Supreme Soviet from 1938.-
38, 271 , 345, 467, 469 

Kallio, Kustaa.- 258 

K a/sl<e, Emile Gwgi;•tvich ( 1888-1938)
mctal worker, took an active part 
in the revolutionary movcment in 
Russia and Finland; after October 
19 l 7 worked in Finnish organisations 
of thc RCP(CI) in Petrograd and 
latcr in Karelia. 257 
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K111nene11 (Rosmjeld), Lev Borisovich 
( 1883-1936) niembcr of thc Russian 
Social-Demncratic movemcnt; wa.s 
on e<litorial boards of the Bolshe
vik ncwspap1~rs Proletary and Pravda, 
a..nd in 1he Central Committce Po
lilical Bureau; repea1edly opposed 
Part)" policy on socialist r~volutinn 
and ! .1·11inist Party home policy; 
expclled from 1he Party in 193'\. 
for anti-Pa.rty activities. 271. 272 

Kamkov (Kats), Boris l>avidovich (1885-
193fl) an organiser of the counter
revolu1ionary revolt of Lcft So
cialist-RevolUlionaries in Moscow 
in 1918; was arrested and senleoced 
to thrcc year.;' imprisonmem; suli
S('qucntly held various admin
istralivc post s. 301 

Kanr, S. - 432 

Kant lrmnmmel (1724-1804 )- founder 
of' classical Gcrman philosophy; his 
Lhcory of knowledge combincd .ma-
1crialism wich idcalism and adm1tted 
objectively cxisting "tl.\ings-in-~hem
sclvcs" - i. c. non-cogntsable thmgs. 
52, 63 

Kapla11, Famry.- 328 



K arpinsky, Vyachtsliw Alextyevirh (1880-
1965) - prominenl figure in thc Rus
siat~ revoluli~nary movement, jour· 
nalist, contnbutor to 1hc Bolshevik 
ncwspapen; Vptryod, P1olttary· and 
Pravda. au1hor of sevl'ral books on 
~enin and Leninist theory: cngaged 
in propaganda and rcsearch from 
1937.- 108, 145 

Kasprowirz, Ja11 (1860-19261- Polish 
poet: his r<'aliM poetr) was' devotcd 
10 pcasant lif('; increasin~ly rcligiou;, 
ancl mystical aÍLl'r 1905. 197 

Kautsky, Karl (1854-1938) - a lcader 
and lheoretician of thc German So
rialist-lkmocratiC' P<trLy ancl Sccond 
1 nlt'I'llalional; originally a J\farxist. 
bcfore World War l hl' adoptcd ~ 
conl'iliatory al.LÍLucle towards rr.vi
siouism; ;it rhc OL1tbr1~ak o!' war, he 
deparLcd from Marxism and becarne 
the idcologi~t of Centr isrn (Kautskv
ism). 1 hl' most clangerous form ~f 
opportunism.-6:~. 120, 1?.8, 150. 
167, HM., 198. '..104, 206-07, 212: 
218, 261, 329, 332 

Kmnsky, AltAandrr Fy11durooid1 ( 1381-
1970) -Socialist-Rc-volulionarv rab
id social-chauvinis1 durin" \

0

\'orld 
War 1: aftt·r 1he Fc-hru;rr 1917 
bomgeois-democratic n·volution in 
R\1ssia bccamc- Prime t. l inis1cr ofthe 
bourgt>ois J>rovi,ional Govcrnment 
and Supremc Comrnaudcr-in-Chid" 
foughl againsl Soviet powcr after th~ 
October Revolu1ion; in 1918 lkd 
abroad. '../19, 270 

J.."/¡a/turm. StefJall Nikoinyrvirh ( 1857-
1882) onc of thc lirsL Rus;.ian rt>v· 
o lutionary workt>rs. <'.107 

Khryashcheva, A. f. ~1868- 1 934\ stat· 
isti,ian, chirf or che Agric~l lural 
Census D<'partment of 1hc Central 
Statis t iral Board. J 918-26. 417 

Ki/Jalrhidt, Nilwlai hltMtich ( 1B.'i:l-l88 I '• 
. revol111ionary Narodnik; rook par~ 
111 assaosina1ing i\lc.xander 11 · 
workcd our the pr~jert of ;1 jet plan~ 
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wh.ilc in prison; was hanKt'c..I in 
1881.- 17 

Kírlwva, Tina ( 1872-1947)- prominrnt 
figure in the Bulgarian workin~
class movement. a leader of the Bul
garian socialist "ornen 's mo' c
ment.-169 

Komen, Wilhtlm 1886-1963) a leader 
of the German and international 
communist movemenl, member of 
the Communbl Party of Germam 
from 1920, dclegate to the Third 
Congress of the Comintern.- 130. 

Kolarov, Vasil ( 1877-1950) a leadt•r 
of the Bulgarian and international 
comnrnnist movcmcnt, Sn:n:lary of 
the Central Comrnillce of tl1c Bul
garian Cornmunist Parly ( 19 19-23), 
General Secrctary oí Lhe Comintcrn 
Exccutive Committee in 1922-24. 
223 

Ko/cluzk, Alexa11der Vasilyevich ( 1873-
1920) -tsarist admira!, a ringleacle1 
of Russian cotuHcr-revolulion in 
l 918-19; with tht-: aid of the Ementl' 
and (jS .imperialisls headt'<l lhe mil 
itary bourgeois-landownn· d1ctal
orship in the l~rals. Sihrria ami 
the Far East aftt-:r Octoher 19 J 7 : 
\vas takcn prisom:r and shol in 
Fcbruary 1920.-352. 360 

Kollontai, Alexandra Mil.hailo1•na ( 1872-
1952) -prominent Commumsl and 
Soviet statcsman, the lirst woman 
<liplomat, Soviet Ambassador 10 
Swcdcn.-205. 233 

Ko!ki, A~el Adolfoviclt (18i7-1952) 
JOurnahst and photographcr. co1 · 
respondent of 'lyiimies ( ']he IVorkrr), 
organ of the Social-De111ocn11ic 
Party of Finland.- 258 

Krasikov, P]olr Ana11yevic!t \ 1870-1939) 
protessional rcvolutionary, Holshcvik, 
lawycr; held various posts in 
suprcme judicial bodics alter ür· 
tober 1917.-94 

Krasin, /,eonid 811riwvich (1870-192fi¡ -

mcmber of the Russian Social-Dc
mocratic movement from 1890; 
Soviet Party fonctionary and statcs· 
man. hcld rcsponsible go\·ernmcnt 
and diplomatic pcsts after October 
1917.- 127, 136 

K rokhmal, J!ikt.or JVikola;-eoich ( 1873-
1933) -mcmber of the Rus.~ian 
Social-Democratic movement, de
livered and distributed Leninist Iskra: 
t.lcnshevik; held severa! adminis
trative posts after Oc1ober 1917.-69 

Krumbügel, L.-153 

K niprkaya, Xadezhda Konstanli1101'lla 
l 1869-1939) - prominenl R ussian 
Party functionary and public figure, 
wifo and assor.iate of J ,enin, sccrntary 
of lskra, Vf1e~yod, Prolefary: and 
Sotsial-Demokmt editorial boards; 
thcore1ician and orKaniscr o[ Soviet 
education.- 32, '.~3. 45, 49, 53-.'i5, 
5fi, 59, 63, 69, 7 1, i3, 75, 80, ll2. 
88, 89, 91, 92. 102, 105, 115, 1'1'.~, 
IH, 160, 161, 165, 174, 175, 180, 
187, 188. 193, 197, 201, 222, 223, 
224, 230, 234, 235, 252, 258, 269. 
292, 293, 298, 306. 308, 310, 329, 
333, 383, 405, 406, 409, ·HO. 416, 
136,445~1-6,447,459.4(14-65,466-67 

1.-rupsAaya, Ytlizai'l!la Vasi{1euna ( 1812-
1915) - Nadezhda Konstantinovna's 
mother: aided re•;olutionarics in 
their work.-5-4. 69. 160, 187 

Krupsky, Konslantin lgnatot'icfz ( 1838· 
1883) Nade7.hda Konstantinovna's 
father; military lawyer, member of 
thc Russian Oificers' Committee iu 
Poland; helped insuq:(enrs during the 
Polish uprising o[ 1863-64.- 32 

K~ylenko, }iikolai Vasiire¡;ich ( 188:'i
J938) -member of the Russian 
Social-DemocralÍc movement, Sup· 
reme Cornmander-in-Chief and 
member oí thc Comrnittee for 
NI ilitary ancl Naval Alfairs m 

1917-18.-271 

líri:.hi.t.hanovsk;-, (;/eh Maximiiianovich 
( 1872-19~>9)-mcmber of the S1. Pe
ten;u\trg J .eague of S1ruggle for the 
Ernan1 ipation of 1he Working Class 
,1895) . promincnt Party functionary 
and Soviet s1atesman, scicntist, 
Chairman of the State Commis.~ion 
for t he Elec1rifü·ation of Russia 
' GOELRO) in 1920.-45, 49, 55, 
36, 78. 362, 386, 415 

Ku11, /Wa (1886-1939)-promincnt lig· 
ure in thc llungarian and interna

tional rommunist movemcnt, an or
ganis<'r and leadcr of 1he Hungar
ian Communist Party; was brought 
to R ussia as a prisoner-of-war in 
1916; joincd 1hc Bolshevik Pany, 
1ook part in suppressing thc Mosc.ow 
revolt of Lcft ~ocialisL-Rt'volution · 
ari1~s in 19 18.-31·2, 357, 378 

krwsela, Ka1l (11169-19 18)-actor, di
rector of the workcrs' Lhea1re in 
Vaasa (f inlancl).-258 
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Kuusirirn, Otto ( 1881-19G4) -prominenl 
figun: in 1he Finnish and intcrna
tiunal communis1 movcmt>nt, mem
bt'r of 1he Communist Party and 
LefH,-ing lcadc-r of 1he Finnish So
cial-J>t•monats from 19M. Chair
man of thc Comintern Executive 
Comm1uee (1921-39).-267-68, 430 

L 

Labourbe, Jea1mt .\farie (1877-1919) 
organiser and sccretary ofthe French 
communist group in 1foscow in 
1918; shot by 1he Frcnch interven· 
t ionist~ in Odcssa.- 340 

Lqfmgue, Laura ( 1845-1911 )-promin
cnt íígurc in thc French working
class movcmcnt, daughter of Marx; 
actiVC' in promoting Marxism in 
francc; togclhcr with her husband 
Paul Lafargue, trans lated into 
f'rcnrh tht: Mtmijesto of the Com-



mwzist Party and st:vt"ral other works 
by Marx and Engds.-160 

Lafargue, Paul (1842-1911) a founder 
of thc Frrnch Workers' Party, 
mcmbcr of the First Tmernational; 
journalist, one of the first ad
vocatcs of scientific communism in 
France, friend and associate of 
Marx and Engels.- 43, 128, 153, 
160, 307 

Lala;•anls, baak Khristoforovid1 ( 1870-
1933) m<•mber of the Russian So
cial-Democratic movement; supcrin
tcnded the lskra print shop in 
Geneva.-25 

langeui11, Paul (1872-1946) Frcnch 
physici~t and progrcssivc public fig
ure; joiucd thc Frcnch Communist 
Party in 1944; rook an active pan 
in the anti-fascist movcmcnt during 
World War IT.-159 

/,atukka, Juho K. (1884-1925) Finnish 
journalist, Social-Democrat, latcr 
Communist.-268 

Laz.,r.ari, Conslanlirw (lll57-1927) -a 
foundcr of tht• Italian Socialist 
Part) and its Gl'nt•ral Secretary 
(1912-19); supporlt'<Í Sovil't Russia 
aftcr thc October 1917 Socialist Re
volution. 444 

ILdtbour, GeorJ!. {1850-1947) -an or
ganiser and leader of the lndepend
ent Soóal-Democra!Íc Party of 
Gcrmany which supponcd blatam 
chauvinists.- 223 

Lefran~ais, Guslavt ( 1826-1901) partic
ipant in thc 1848 rcvolution in 
Francc, membcr of the Paris Com
m unc (lfi7 l) and thc First lnterna
tional, author of thc book on 'the 
París Communc. 43 

Lef!,ien, Karl (1861-1920} - German 
right-wing Social-Democrat and 
lradc-union leader; rcvisíonist.- 198 

Leilti;;en, G11uriil Dauidouich ( lll74-
1919} prorninent figure in the 
Russian rcvolutionary rno\ cment, 
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comributor to Iskra, ,(arya, Prolttnry 
and other Bolshevik ncwspapers.-
136 

Lmg11ik, Friedrich Wilhtlmouic/1 ( l ll73-
1936) profcssional rcvolutionary, 
Bolshevik; aftcr thc Octobcr 1917 
Revolution engaged in Party, govcrn
mem, and latcr, scientific work.-
51-52 

Lerrrwnlou, Mikhail Turyez,jch (1814-
1841)-Russian poet; killed in a 
duel.-16, 55, 92 

Leshchenlro, Dmilri Ilyicl1 (1876-1939) 
Russian Social-Dcmocrat; nwmbcr 
of editorial boards of thc Bolshevik 
newspapers V11lrza (Waue), Ekhl) 
(Echo), ,(ve;;da {Slar} arul Pra11da 
(Tite 'fo.1th) .-256 

Lieber (G11ldma11), Mikltail lsaakoviclt 
( lllll0-1937) - mem her of the R ussian 
Social-Democratic rnovement, a 
\'fenshev;k k.ader; abandoned poli
tics afrer October 1917.-95, 247 

Liebkrzecht, Kari (1871-1919) outstand
ing leader of the German and 
international working-class mov!'
ment, a founder of the Commun· 
ist Party of Germany in 1918, 
son ofWilhelm Liebknccbt; brutallv 
murdered hy counter-revolution~ 
arics.- 128, 206, 370 

Liebk~chl, Wi/Jzelm ( 1826-1900) - an or
ganiser and leader of the Ge1 man 
Social-Dcmocratic Party, active par
ticipam in the work of the First 
International; a founder and leadcr 
ofthe Second International; pas:;icm
ate fighter against aggression and 
militarism; father of Karl Licb
knecht.- 44 

Liu ,Zerong (b. 1892) - Chairman of thc 
Central Executive Committec of thc 
Chinese Workers' Un ion in Russia; 
delegate to the First and Second 
Comintern congresses.-372 

f.onguet, Jean ( 1876-1938) Ccntri.~L 
leader of the Socialist Party of 

France, grandson of Marx; took a 
pacifist stand during World War 1 
and condcmned the armed inter
vention in Soviet Russia; participat
ed in thc anti-fascist movement in 
the 1930s, advocated rapprochement 
with Communists.- 204 

Lunacharsky, Analolj Vasi!Jieuich (1875-
1933)-member of the Russian So
cial-Democratic movement from 
1895; preached "god-building" in 
1908-10; prominent statesman and 
Party functionary, literary critic and 
writer; organiser of Soviet education 
system.-108, 127, 128, 146, 150, 162 

L11xemburg, Rosa (1871-1919}-prom
incnt in the German, Polish and 
international working-class move
ment, a leader and theoretician of 
Polish Social-Democrats and thc 
tell:, radical wing of thc German 
Social-Democratic· Party, a founder 
of the C..ommunist Party of Germa
ny; committed errors on the issue 
of impcrialism and the national 
question; was brutally murdered 
hy oounter-revolutionaries.-73, l 28, 
138, 141, 142, 143, 153, 176, 191, 
206, 227' 307' 370 

M 

MacDonald, James Ramsey (1866-1937}
an organ.iser and leader of thc 
Britisb Labour Party, Prime Min
ister (1924 and 1929-31); during 
his prcmiership the BriLish Govern
ment cstablishcd diploma tic rela tions 
with the USSR.-198 

Mach, Ernst (1838-1916)-reactionary 
A ustrian philosopher, subjective 
idealist; together with Avcnarius, 
was the chief proponent of cmpirio
criticism.-150, 153 

Marchlewski, Julia11 Jusij"ouich (1866-
1925) - prominent in the Russian 
and i.nternational revolutionary 
movcment, an organiser of the So-
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cial-Dcmocratic Party of the King· 
dom of Poland and Lithuania and 
thc Spanacus Leaguc in Germany; 
residcd in thc USSR after Octobcr 
1917; was the Chairman of thc 
Intcrnational Red Aid.- 74, 206 

Marlou, L. (Tsederbaum, Tuli Osipouich) 
(1873-1923) Ru.<>sian revolutionary; 
Mrnshcvik lcadcr after 1903, op
poscd thc Octobcr Revolution; 
émigré aftcr 1920, an organiser of 
the Two-and-a-Half International. -
45, 72, 95, 97-98, 103, 118, 166, 
198, 202, 204 

Martyrwu (Piker, Alexander Sarrwilovich} 
( 1865-1935) R ussian revolutionary, 
Mcnshevik aftcr 1903; journalist 
aftcr the Octobcr Socialist Rc
volucion in 1917.- 95, 118 

J\lforx, Karl (1818- 1883}-great thinker 
and lcader of thc world prolctariat, 
foundcr of scientific communism; 
devcloped dialecLic.al and historie.al 
materialism which revolutionised 
philosophy.-5, 6, 7, 9, 15, 20, 25, 
31, 32, ~5-38, 39, 43, 47, 52, 53, 
55, 58, 59, 63, 66, 74, 86, 88, 96, 
100, 115, 119, 123, 131, 144, 148, 
151, 153, 154, 155, 156, 160, 175, 
191, 192, 204, 206, 208, 209, 213, 
215, 219, 232, 240, 242, 243, 257, 
262, 267' 269, 289, 307' 317' 332, 
343, 344, 352, 355, 366, 375, 406, 
449, 467, 472, 475, 481, 482 

Maslo11, Pyotr Pau/011ich (1867-1946) 
Russian coonomist; in a number 
of works on the agrarian question 
revised fundamental principies of 
Marxist poli.ti.cal eoonomy .- 134 

Mayakovsky, Vladimir Vladimirovich 
(1893-1930) Soviet poet and pub
licist.- 410 

Mehring, Fran;; ( 1846-19 l 9) - a left-· 
wing leadcr of the Gcrman Social
Dcmocratic Party ancl a founder 
ofthc Communist Party ofGermany; 
author of the History of Germa11 
Social-Democracy in four volumes and 



the firn biography of Karl Marx.-
153, 206, 307 

.11tklw11oshi11. línnstantin Al1xa11drnvid1 
( 1889-1938) Russian Social-ücm
onat, Bolshcvik; mt>mbcr of the 
Petrograd Rcvolutionary ~Iilitan 
Committee in Octoher 1917 and ~f 
thr i\11-Russia Board of ihe Red 
Arm} after January 1918.- 277 

,\,fitia.tw. 226 

A!end1/r;·tv, Dm1tri lv1111ovid1 ( 1834-
1907 J- Russian chcmis1, cducation
alist and progrcssive public figure, 
profcssor at St. Petcr,lrnrg Univcr
sity; discovered thc periodic law 
oí cl1t•mka 1 demcnts; rctired in 
protcst at infringtmcnt of student 
rights.- 17 

Michel, Louiu ( lil:rn-190.'>) - memba of 
thc Par is Comm une in 1871 , fought 
against Lhe V<·rsaillcs arlll)' on Lhe 
barriradcs.-90 

Michurin, !van Vladimirovicli ( lfl.'15-
1935) .Soviet biologist; bred more 
than 300 ncw fruit varit>ties. 102 

Mikhailov.ikJ', Nikolai AomtantiJWz;irh 
(l!l12-1901) Russian sociologist and 
\Hiter, :\arodnik; opposcd ~larxism 
in late l 890.. 25 

.\/i~ler, t1vgt11y Aarlotich (1867-1937) 
hcult'nant-gencrnl in thc tsari.~1 
ann}, onc of tht' chit'f leaders of 
counter-n•volution i11 1918 · emig
ratcd in 1920, Chairman' of tl;c 
anti-Sovil't Russian Crneral \1ilitary 
Union in l'aris from 1930. 360 

Mirbacli, Wi!J1elm (1871-191!!)-Ger
man diplomat, Ambassador to 
Moscow from Apri l 1918; his 
assassination by Lt•ft Socialist-Re
V()lutionarics signallcd thc beginning 
of tlw Lcll Socialist-Rcvolutionarics' 
revoh.- 32 1 

Mitskeuich, Sergti lva11ovicli ( 1869-1914; 
promiucnt Soviet Slat<>sman and 
C:ornm unist Party fonctionary, doc-

514 

tor and \ffitcr; hclpecl to form 
flolshevik groups in Moscow and, 
after Octoher 1917, orgarüsed So
viet heahh care.-28 

:\1.odrálek, Franlifrk : 1871-1960) Czech 
worker, Social-Dcmocrat; Lenin 
used his addrcss in 1900-01 to 
forward illegal correspondence to 
Russia.-73 

llfonmousseau, Caston (1883-1960) 
French Communist, Secrctary of the 
French General Coníederation or 
Labour in 1945-60.-443 

1'vfontégus, Gaston (d. 1953) son of a 
París Commuuard, folk singcr in 
Paris working suburbs; subsequn11ly 
police informcr.- 160 

Mu.rsolini.. Henito ( lfH:!:~-1915) follia n 
fascist dicta tor ( 1922-H); started his 
political career in the 1 talian So
cialisL Party, frotll which he was 
expclled in 1911 ; organisrd tbe 
Fascist Party in 1919; thc Mussolini 
Governmcnt pursued an aggressívc
foreign policy and, togcther with 
Ilitlcr's Germany, uul..-ashcd World 
War ll; \.lussolini was executed in 
l 945 by a scnteuce of thc Coun 
.\fartial ofthc ('..omrnittc<' of 2'1atioual 
Liberation of >lorthern ltaly.-20.5 

Nekraso111 .Nikolai Alex9,n-icli (1821-
1878) - Russian poct; democrat. - 16, 
20, 35, 92 

}login, Viktor Pavlovicli ( 1878-1921) 
professional revolutionary, promin
ent Soviet staccsman and Commu
ni5"t Party functionary; dclivercd 
and distributed Leninist lskra · Peo
ple's Commissar for Trade a1:d l n
d ustry alter Oc to ber 1917. 25 1 

Noske, Gustav ( 1868-1946) - G crm a n 

righc Social-Dernocral responsiblc 
for white terror in January-March 

1919 and murder of Karl Liebknecht 
and Rosa Luxemburg.- 167 

o 

Okhotnikov, N. M.- 15 

OlminskJ, .\.1ikhail St~parwuich ( 1863-
1933) - Russian revolutionary, Bol
shcvik; literary criúc and journafüt. 
mcmber of Pravda editorial board 
afcer l918.-l06, 108-09, 127, 365 

Onufriev, Yevgeni Petro1;ich.- 176 

Orjonikid<.e, Grigori Konsta11tinwid1 ( 1886-
1937) Bolshevik frorn 1903; promin
ent Soviet statesman, a política! 
le.ader in the Red Arrfi)' during 
Civil War; hcadecl the struggle for 
establishing Soviet powcr in the 
Northern Caucasus and Transcauca
sia; la ter hcld severa! rcsponsible 
Party and govcrnment posts. 175, 
251, 256 . 

Orkan, Wladistaw (Smrecqñski, Fuuili
Jek) ( 1875-1930)-Polish novelist; in 
his writings exposcd social antagon
isms in the countryside.- 97 

p 

Panfilov, F. D.-349 

PannLkotk, Anwn (1873-1960)-promin
ent figure in the Dutch working
class movement, founder of thc 
newspaper De Tribunt, left-wing or
gan of thc Social-Democratic Wor
kers' Parcv of Holland; a member 
of the Co~1munist Party of Holland 
(1918-21), holding ultra-left, sectar
ian views; left the Communist Party 
in J 921 and retired from active 
politics.- 205, 227 

Pawiaine11, /.. P. - 258 

Parviainm, P. G.-258 

Parvus ( Gelfaná), A.Íexander L¡;ovicli 
(1869-1924) mcmber ofthe Russian 
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and Gcrman Social-Democratic rno
vcment, Menshcvik after 1903; pro
porwnt of thc anci-tvfarxisc perma
ncnt revolution theory later used by 
Trotskyim; lcf1 politics in 1918. 123 

Pai;/ov, /i;an Pttrovich ( 1849-1936) -So
viet phy~iologist, foundcr of the ma
terialist teaching of higher nen;ous 
activity .- 402 

Piuk, Willielm (1876-1960) prominent 
in thc German and international 
communist movement, a founder of 
the Communist Party of Germany 
(1918) and thc Socialist Unity Party 
ofGermany (1946); firs1 PresidenL of 
the GOR. 206 

Pilmdski, Jbsef (1867-1935) - Marshal, 
actual dictator of Poland aftcr thc 
coup he had org¡111ised in May 
1926; dire<:ted military operaLions 
against Soviet Russia in 1920; Prime 
Ministcr (1926-28 ancl 1930).-380 

Pisarev, Dmitri i11m10vicl1 ( 184-0-1868) -
Russian litt>rary critic and joumalist, 
rcvolutionary dt•mocrat, philoso
phcr. 16, 55, :~07 

Plalltn, Friedrich ( 1883-1942)-S\\;S.~ 
socialist, a foundcr of the Commun
ist Party of Switierland { 1921) ; 
livcd in the U.SSR after 1923. 233, 
23-!, 235, 293 

PleAhanov, GMrgi Valtnlinoiich ( 1856-
1918) - a promincnt figure in the 
Russian and imcrnational Social
Democratic movcment, philosopher 
and propagandist of Marxism; a 
:Menshevik lcader aftcr 1903. 'While 
disapproving of the October 1917 
Socialist Rcvolution, he t0ok no part 
in counter-revolutionary activities. 
Plc:khanov's philosophical works and 
rcvolutionary activitics at the turn 
of the rc-ncury wcrc highly thought 
of' lw Lcnin.- 20, 21, 4·3, 44, 62, 
61, 72, 79-111, 90, 94, 95, 98, 99, 
100, 105, 118, 134, 140, 153, 163, 
166, 169, 198, 201, 207, 243, 307 



Pokruvsky, !van Pelrovic/1 (1872-1963)
Russian rcvolutionary; sidcd with 
the Bolshevik group of the Social
Democralic faction in the Third Ou
ma.- 318 

Popov, lua11 Fyodorovich ( 1886-195 7) -
Social-Democrat, man of letters; 
prisoner-of-war in Germany d uring 
World War 1; on his return to 
Soviet Russia in 1918 was sent to 
Switzerland as commercial agem. 
194 

PolrtJOv, Alexandtr Nikolqyevich (1869-
1934) - Russian revolutionary, mem
ber of the St. Petersburg League of 
Slruggle for che Emancipation of the 
Working Class and of Jskra editorial 
board; a Menshcvik leadcr afler 
1903; emigré a ftcr 0<:.tobcr 1917 .-
45, 72, 75 

Pressema11e, Adrien ( l 879-1929) - Frcnch 
sociafüt, Centris t during World 
War 1.- 201 

Promiruky, luan LuAich (1859-1923)
Pofüh Social-Dcmocrat.-53 

Pushkin, Alexandv Sergeyeuich (1799-
1837) Rus.~ian poec.- 16, 55, 71, 92 

Pyatakov, Ceorgi Leonúiorrich ( 1890-1937) 
Russian Social-Oemocrat; took an 
anti-Lcninist stance on sorne topical 
issucs of Party policy; c.xpdled from 
the Part y in 1936 for anti· Part y 
activitics. 220, 227, 230, 347 

Q 

Qytlch, Harry ( 1858-1913) a leader 
ofthe British Social-Democratic Fed
eration, thcn of the British So
cialist Party which was formcd on its 
basis in 191 1; proponcnt of Marx
ism.- 88 

R 

Radchmko, /van lvarwuich ( 1874-1942)
Russian SociaJ-DcmocraL, fiolshcvik; 
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delivered and distributed l .eninist 
lskra; hcld responsible governmmt 
posts after thc October 1917 Revo
lution.-86 

Radchenko, Stepan luanovich ( 1869-1911 )
prominent in the Russian revo
luúonary movement, an organiser 
and Ieader of the St. Petersburg 
Lcague of Struggle for the P.manci
pation of the Working Class; aban
doned active Party work after 1906.-
45 

Rahja, Eirw Abramovich ( 1885-1936) -
worker, prominent in thc Russian 
and Finnish revolutiqnary move
ment, a founder of thc Communisi 
Party ofFinland; Lenin's bodyguard 
in 1917; served in thc Red Army 
aftcr 1919 .- 256-5 7, 258, 269, 27 l , 
274 

Rakovsky, Khristian Geurgievich ( 1873-
1941) took part in thc Social-Dem· 
ocratic movcment of Blllgaria, Ro
manía, S";tzerland and Francc from 
the early 1890s; rcsided in the USSR; 
onc of the active members of thr 
opposition in thc CPS U; expclled 
from the Party in 1938.-204 

Reed, John (1887-1920) -American 
writer and journalist, war cor
responden! in J::uropc during World 
\.\'ar l ; was in Petrograd when the 
October Socialist Rcvolution oc
curred, depicted tbese cvl'nts in his 
book Ten Days That Shook the World; 
subsequently a Communist, member 
of rhe Comintern Executive Com
mittee after 1919.-278, 378 

Rolarul.-Holst, He11riette ( 1869-1 952) 
Dutch writer and political figure, 
socialist and from 1918 member 
of the Communist Party; later 
sided with the Trotskyisls. 
- 204 

Rovio, Gustav Semyo1U1vicl1 (1887-1938) 
mcmber of the Russian and Finnish 
Social-Democratic movement, police 
chicf in Hdsingfors in April 1917; 

took an active part in thc workcrs' 
revolu1ion in Finland in 1918. 258, 
267 

s 
Saint-Simo11, Claude Henri de Rouuroy 

(1760-1825) -French philosopher 
and utopian socialist; his teaching 
served as a theoretical source of 
séientific communism.-307 

Sal!Jko1l-Shchedri11, Mikhail Yevgrafovich 
(1826-1889)- Russian satirist , dem
ocrat.- 16, 92, 465 

Scheideman11, Philipp (1865-1939) - a 
right-wing leader of the Gcrman 
Social-Democratic Part.y.- 198 

Schwarz, /saak hrailez,ich {J 879-1951) 
nicmber of the Russian Social-Dc
mocralic movemeut from 1899; took 
parl in the struggle for Soviet pow
er in 1he Ckraiue; Soviet states
mau and Communist Party fi.mct ion
ary. 175 

Semard .• Pierre (1887-1942) promincnl 
figure in the French and intcrna
tional communist movcmc111, foun
der of the French Commuuisl 
Party (1920) and its Cenera) Secret
ary ( 1924-30).-443 

Semashko, .Nikolai Alexa/UÍrotich (1874· 
1949) -membcr of the Russian So
cial-Democralic movement, doctor; 
organiser of Soviet health service 
after October 1917.-174 

Sembat, Marce[ (1862-1922)-a reformist 
Jcader of the French Socialist 
Party .- 198 

Sen Katayama (1859-1933) - prominent 
figure in the Japanese and interna
Lional communist movement, organ
iser of thc Communist Party of 
.Tapan (1922), rnember of the Prc
sidium of die Cornintcrn Executive 
Commíttee from 1922 .- 432 

Strtyimovic/1 (Popov), Alexar1der Serafim11-
vich ( 1863-1949)-Soviet writcr, 
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Prauda war corrl'spondcnt during 
the Civil War.- 410 

Shakespeare, William (1564-1616) -Eng
lish poct and playwright of the 
late Rcnais.~nce. 160 

Shtlgu11ov, Va.si(¡ Andreyt vich ( 1867 -1939) 
onc of the first Russian Social

Dcmocrats; participam in the 
1905-07, February and October 
1917 revolutions and the Civil 
War. 30, 370 

Shlyapnikov, Alexander Gavrilovic/1 ( 1885-
1937) Communist Party member 
from 1901; Chairman of thc Cent· 
ral Committee of the All-Russia Me
tal-Workers' U nion (1919-22).- 202, 
205 

Slwtman, Alexandcr Vasiryev1:ch (1 880-
1937) Russian rt:volutionary, Bol
shcvik; Lenin's c:ontact when he 
was hiding in Razliv; worked in 
thc Council of Peoplc's Commissars 
aftt:r 1918. 256-57, 25H 

Shukht, Apollon Alexarul.ro11ich (1860-
1933) mcmbcr ofNarodnaya Volya 
(Peoplt''s Will) organisation, carried 
on rcvolulionary work in the tsar
ist artn) ; teacher following the 
Onobcr 1917 Revolution.-24 

Silvin, M1khail Altxa1ulrovich (1874-
1955)-Social-Democrat, delivcred 
and distributed Lcninist lskra; 
abandoned Party work after 1908.-
29 

SkvortJoo-Sttpanov, luan l vanovich (1870-
1928) - Social-Democrat, journalist; 
<'ngagcd in publishing from 1919.-
153 

Sokol11ikov, Grigori rakovleuich (1888-
1939) - Russian Social-Democrat; 
carricd on Party work in Moscow 
and abroad; expelled from the 
Party in 1936 for anti-Party activ
itics.- 273 

Spo11ti, E. J. (Hl66-193l) mcmbcr of 
the Russian Social-Democratic 
mowmcnt from thc 1890s.-42 



Sta/111 (.!11gaslwili), .foreplt Vüsarionoviclt 
(1879-1953)-a lcader ofthe Russian 
Communist Party and the Soviet 
state, as WC'll as of t he interna
tional communisl and working-class 
movement; theoretician and prop
agandist of · Marxism-Leninism; 
pla)·ed a prominent part in build
ing socialism in thc USSR, com
bating Trotskyists and right oppor
tunists, and facilitating So\'ict victo
ry in tht' Grcat Patriotic War 
(1941-45); at the samc time 
committed theoretical and political 
nrors and gross violation of so
cialist laws and departed from Len
inist s1a11dards of Party and govern
mc11 t act1v1t1es. Stalin's person
ality cul t was condemned by the 
CPSU as a li<:n to Marxism-Len
inism. 246, 251, 271, 273, 'n4. 
445, 458, 459 . 

Starkou, Va.1iry V11.1il,yniirh ( 1869-1925 ) 
.Social- Democrat, an organiscr and 
kadt>r of the St. l'etersburg Lcaguc 
of Strugglc for thc Emancipation of 
tht> \Vorking Class; abandoncd 
Party work alter 1907.-45 

Sta;uua, Ytlma Dmitr!Jm1a (1873-1966) 
proft>ssional rcvolutionar¡ : dclivcrcd 
and distributed Lcninist IJJ.1a; fol
lowing the Octobcr Rcvolu1ion \\as 
Secretar,· of thc Bolshcdl. Pany 
Central Commiucc a11d latcr workt'd 
in the Comintcrn and lmcrnational 
Red J\id. 136, 251 

Stei1mut<., Cltar/t; Prolro.1 ( 1865-1923 )
specialist in pow«r engineering; 
emigratcd from G<·rmany to the 
USA in 1889; rhieí mgineer in 
chargc of larg<' powl'r plant prnject.s 
in General Ell'rlric Company; wel
comcd the social lrnnsformations in 
Russia in a letter to Lcnin of 
February· 16, 1922.- 428 

Stolypi11, Pyot1 Arkadie1tid1(1862-19 11 ) 
Russian sratesman; helped to organ-
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ise the coulller-revolutionary c:oup 
d'état of Junc 3, 1907; introdu<'ed 
a reaclionary agrarian, w-callrd 
Stolypin, reform.- 140, 148 

Striim, Fmlrik : 1880-1948\ s\\Cdish 
Left Social-Dcmocrat and journalist; 
Secretary of the Social-Democratic 
Party ~1911-16) and of the C.Om
munis1 Part)' of Sweden (1921-24) .-
236 

Stnwe, P;'Dtr Berngardoi·ic/1 (1870-1944)
Russian economist, philosophcr and 
journalist, theoretician of "legal 
Marxism ''; White Guard <'migré 
following the Octobcr Rt>volution.-
40, 6$ 

!:ilidekum, Albert (18il-1944) - an op
portunist leader of tlH~ Grrman 
Social-Dem ocratic Party; rt:visionist. 
- 198 

Sühe Baatar, Damdiny (1893-1923) 
founder of thc :\fongolian l'eoplc" s 
Revolutionary Pany, leader of thc 
People's rcvolulion in Mongolia in 
1921.- 421 

Sukltanoi-, X. (Gimmer, Nikolai .'\'iko
layei:idt) ( 1882-1940) -Russian t:('on
omist and journalist; Socialis1-Re
volutionary aftt'r 1903 and 1\1 enshe
vik frorn 1917; was imprisoned in 
1931 for heing a memher of a c-oun
ler-revolutionary l\I('nsht'\·ik organi
sation.-459 

Sun rat-.ren ( IS66-1925) -Chinese rcvo
lutionary democral, lirst pro,·isional 
President of the Chinese Republic 
(Januar,• 1-April 1, 1912).- 182, 
420, 470 

Sverdlov, Yakov Mikhailinic/1 (1885-
1919)-prominen t Soviet statesman 
a nd Party functionary; took an 
active part in preparing and carrying 
out the October Socialist Rcvolu
tion; elected Chairman oí thc 
All-Russia Ccmral Exccutivc Com
mittee aftcr its victory. 271, 273, 
345, 352 

Suidersky, Altxei luaw:n-iclt '.1878-1933)
a lt>.adt>r of the struggle for 
t'Stablishing Soviet powcr in Ufa.-69 

S~amuelj·, Tibor ( 1890-1919)- helped to 
organisc thc Communist Party of 
Hungal) ; as prisoner-ol~war m 
Russia tciok part in orgamsmg 
thc Hungarian group of the RCP(B) 
and suppressing the Left Socialist
Revolutionary revolt in l\Ioscow in 
1918. 342 

T 

Tcltaikovsky, P)•otr llyich ( l 840-1893) -
Russian composer. 93 

Temer, Bett. 367 

Thnm11s, Alhert ( 1878-1932)-French 
politician, social-1·efor111er, an organ
iser of t he Berne (Second; lnte~na
tional.- 198 

1luiree, Maurice (1900- 1964;-promin
ent in the Frcnch and intérnational 
communist movemcnt, GPneral 8Pc
re1ary of thc F rcnch Communist 
l'arty afl:cr 1930 an<l Pn~sidrnt of 
the Comimern Exccuti,·c Comrnitt«e 
in 1935-45.- 225 

·nmiryw.tv, A"lemmty Arkadyeuiclt ( 1843-
1920) - Russian natural scicnti.,t, one 
of the first proponcnt~ of Darwinism 
in Russia. 402 

Togliatti, Palmiro ( 1893-1964) promin
t'nl in the ltalian and intcrnational 
communist movcment, a founder of 
thc ltalian Communist Party and its 
GPneral Secretary from 1926.- 226 

TolslOJ', Lev NikolaJ•evicli '. 1828-191 O) 
Russian writer.- 16, 92 

Trolsky ( Bronstein), Ler1 Vavido11id1 
(1879-1940)-member of che revolu
lionarv movement from 1897; 
M.enshevik after 1903, idcologist and 
lcader of the opportunist tn:nd in 
the RSOLP; rnembcr of thc Bol
shevik Party frorn 1917; waged a 
bitter factional strugglc against the 
Party's general linc from llJ23, for 
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wlüch ht• was expcllcd from Party 
rank> in 1927; in 1929 cxiled abroad 
for ami-Soviet activities.-95, 9i, 
123-24, 165, 169, 193, 204, 220, 
221, 273, 298, 300, 380, 388-89, 
390, 445, 450, 460, ~66 

Tstrtltli, lrakl.J Grorgiytviclt ( 1881-1959) 
- a Menshc\"ik lcader, Minis1er of 
the 1 mcrior in the bourgeois Pro
visional (',ov('rnmcnl in 1917; White 
Guard emigré after 1921.- 243, 
247-48, 2.30 

TJiolkovJky, Konstanlin F.duardovich 
(1857-1935) Soviet scicntist and in
ventor in aerodynamics, father of 
modern space ílights. 402 

Tskhakaya, Mikhoil GriK11ryevic/1 ( l 865-
l 9j0) -Soviet statcsrnan ancl Com
munist Pan.y funcr.ionary, onc of thc 
leaders in the st.n1ggle for cstablishing 
Soviet power in Georgia; held 
rC'sponsihlt- govt:rnmcnt posts a ftcr 
Octobcr 1917, memlwr oflhc Com
imcrn Executive Committcc. 118, 
236 

Fry11mp11, Aln1mdu Dmitriytuich (18i0-
1928) -Sovit-r statt'sman ami Com
munist Party functionar>, hclpcd or
ganisc, delivcr and distribute Len
inist lskra; held responsible govern
mcm pos1s in 1he C .. ouncil of Peopk's 
Commissars from 1917.-69, 417 

Turgmev. fran S,,ge;·ezid1 11818-18831 -

Russian wriu·r. 16 

T;·si)a, Jan (Jogiclus, Leo¡ 11867-1919¡ 
prornincnt figure in Polish and 

Cc>rman working-class movement, an 
orga nis<·r and lcadcr of the Social
Oemorra tic Pany of the Kingdom 
of Poland and Lithuania; arrcstcd 
in :\-1arch 1919 and murdcrcd in a 
Berlín prison.- 206 

u 

(i/bric/11, IValter ( 1893-1 973) promin
CJll in thc Gcrman and interna-



tional communisl movcment, a foun
der of the Socialist Unity Party of 
Germany and its General Seeretary, 
1953-71. 442 

Ulyanou, Alexandtr llyich ( 1866-1887) 
Lenin's elder brother, an organiser 
and leader of the terrorist group 
of Narodnaya Volya (Pcoplc's 
Will) ; took pan in preparing thc 
assassination of i\lexander 1J l on 
March 1, 1887. 13, 14, 15, 16-17, 
20, 34, 43, 45, 170 

U/yanov, Dmitry !Tyid1 ( IA74-1943) 
profcssional revolutionary, Bolshcvik, 
qualificd physician; Lenin 's youngcr 
brothcr; cngagcd in Party and gov
ernment work after the October 
1917 Revolurion.- 1:~. 23, 28 

Ulyanov, llya Nikolayevich ( 1831-1886) 
Lcnin's father; Russian education
alist, democrat; organiscd public 
education in Simbirsk Gubernia; 
supported universal, free education.-
11-13, t'1., 16 

lllyorwv, .NikJJ!ai Vasigwich Lcuin's 
grandfathcr. 11 

V9'11rw1J11, Maria Alex1111dro11na (l 835-
l 916) - LcniJ1's mother; a woman uf 
exceptional pedagogical abiliti~, 
who had a considerable influence 
on her c·hildrm; was their confidante 
and sharcd their revolutionary aspir
ations. 12, 13, 14, 16, 17, 51, 52, 
71, 89, 170, 238, 308 

Ulyanova, Maria llyinichna ( 1878-1937) -
Lenin 's youngcst sister, professional 
revolutionary, .Bolshevik; prominent 
figure of thc Communisl Party and 
Soviet state; took an active part in 
the work or Leninist lskra; member 
of the Pravda editorial board and 
its Secrctary follo:.Ving 1hc October 
1917 Rcvolution.- 13, 170, 201, 293, 
30B, 310, 409, 446, 459, 466 

U/yanova, Oiga llyinicltna (1871-1891) 
Lenin's sister, stuúied at Llu: Highcr 
Courses for Women in Sl. Pctcrsburg; 
died of typhoid.-13, 23, 23fl 
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Usenius, Artfmr Finnish worker, partic
ipant in the rcvolutionary movc
ment in Finland.-258 

V 

Vaillam-Couturier, Paul (1892-1937)
French writer and prominent figure 
ofthe French communist movement, 
a founder of the French Communist 
Party, editor-in-chief of L' Humaniti 
from 1926.- 430 

Vander/ip, Washington B. (b. 1866)
engineer represenling American in
dustrialists who carne to Soviet 
Russia in 1920 proposing to nego
tiate petrol and coa 1 conccssions in 
Kamchatka.-4·21 

Vandervelde, Émile (1866- 193B) Bclgian 
Socialist, reformist leadcr of thc Bcl
gian Workers' Party from mid-1890s; 
Chairman of the lnternat.ional So
cialist Burea u of the Second T ntt:rna
tíonal afrer 1900.- 19B 

Vant'yev, Anato/y Alexandrovich (1872-
1899) - an organiscr and lcadcr of 
the St. Petersburg Lcague ofStruggle 
for the Emancipation of thc \.Vorking 
Class: exiled to Síbcria in 1897. 
45, 47, 56 

Van Kol, · Hmrik (Hmry) Hubtrl 
(1852-1925) a foundcr and lcadcr 
of the Dutch Social-Democratic 
Party, reformist; champion of colon
ialism.- 141 

Verhaeren, Émile ( 1855-1916) - Belgian 
poet and playwright; exposed social 
contradictions in bourgo:>is socic
ty .-160 

Viik, Kar/ Harald (1883-194-6) - Finnish 
Social-Democrat who joincd thc rcv
olutionary government, thc Coun
cíl of People' s Deputi<~, during thc 
workers' revolution in Finland in 
1918.- 258 

Vladimirs~y, Mikhail Fyodor11uicf1 ( 1871-
1951) memher of the Russian So-

cial-Democratic movem~nt from 
1895 ; Soviet statesman and Commu
nist Party functionary, doctor.-194 

Vol/mar, Grorg (1850-1922)-an oppor
tunist Jcader of the Cerman Social
Democrats.- 167 

Volodichtva, Maria Akimovna· (1881-
1973) - Bolshcvik from 1917; worked 
in the secretariat of the Seventh 
(April) All-Russia Conferencc of thc 
RSDLP(B} in 1917; Assistant Scc
retary in the Council of Pcople's 
Commissars after the October Revo
lution.-446, 447, 448 

Voronlsov, Vasily Pavlovich (1847-1918)
Russian economist., sociologisl and 
writer; an ideologist of liberal Na
rodism who advocated pcaceful so
cio-political reforms.-25, 34-:~5 

Vorovsky, Vatslav Vats/a¡;ovich ( 1871-
1923)-Soviet statesman and promin
ent Party figure, journalist, contrib
utor to the Bolshevik newspapers 
Jskra, Vperyod, Prolelary and PravdlI; 
one of the [rrst Marxist literary 
criti<~~; Soviet Amhassador to Scan
dinavia from ~ovember 1917, pleni
potentiary in I tal y from 1921; as¡as
sinatcd by \Nhite Guards in 
Lausanne, Switzerland.- 108, 127. 
136 

\\1 

Wagner, Jfikolai Pelrotich (IA29-1907) 
Russian zoulogist and writcr.-16 

Wtlls, Herbert George (1866-1946) 
English wTiter specialising in scicnce 
fiction.- 385 

Wijnkoop, David (l877-1941) - Dutch 
left-wing Socíal-Democrat, founder 
and Chairman of the Communist 
Party of Holland ( 1918) ; in 1926 
cX:pellcd from its ranks for scccarian
ism · re-admitted to the Party in 
1930 ancl its Central Committcc 
mcmber from 1935.-205 

WiL.mn, Thomas Woodrow (1856-1924) 
twenty-eighth President of the USA 
(1913-21); passed a number oflaws 
which, irrcspective of their formally 
liberal character, were advantageous 
to thc monopolics; initiated US 
participation in World War I ; 
took part in organising the anti -Sov
iet intcrvention.-326 

Wilwr1, Robtrt.-381 

Wrangtl, Pyotr Nikolaytvich (1878-1928) 
Baron, tsarist general, a counter

r<'volutionary ringlcader during the 
Civil War; organiser and President 
of the anti-Soviet Russian General 
Military Union wfiich united Russian 
White Guard military groups and 
allianccs set up in various countries 
in 1921-28.-361, 379 
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Yazykov, .Niko/ai Mikhailoviclt (1803-
181·7) R ussian lyrical poet, &iend 
of Alcxander Pushkin. 23 

re/i(.arov, Mark Timofgevicli (1863-
1919) - protes.~ional revolutionary; 
Soviet statcsman, l'eople's Commis
sar of Railways in 1917-18.-
22-23, 252 

retiuirova-U{yanova, Anna llyi11ichna 
( 1864-1935 )-Lenin's eldcr sister, 
professional revolutionary, Com
munist Party functiunary, member 
of thc editorial boards of thc Bol
shcvik newspaper Vperyod and thc 
maga7.inc Raholnitsa ( Working Wom
an); s~cretary of Prauda; in 1918-21 
worked in the Pcople's Commissariat 
of f:ducation; took an active part 
in setling up the Lenin Institute 
and worked there; wrote a numbcr 
or books of reminiscences about Len
in.- 13, 15 , 16, 17, 19, 35, 52, 
63, il , 89, 252 

.Yemelya11ov, Nikolai Alexmulrovich (1872-
1958) revolutionary worker; hcld 
gov1;rnment and administrative posts 
aftcr 1917. 252-53, 256-57 



Yudenich, 11/ikofai Nikolaye~ich ( l 8G2-
l 93~)-army general, a rnajor or
gamst"r ?~ counter-rcvolution during 
thc C1v1l \\'ar; émigré aftcr 
1920.-360 

Yu;;.hakov, Strgá \'ikolayuich ( 1849-
1910) Rmsian 1·rnnomi>t and writ
er, libt•ral t'\arodnik. a Jcading 
member of thc editorial board of 
thc magazine Russko>r Bogatsho 
(R1wian Wealtli). 25 • 

z 
-?,aporo;;.lirts, P;o~r Ku;;.mirh ( 187'.1-1905) 

~uss1an Soc1al-Dcmocra1, an orga-
111s1'r and lt'acler oí thc St. Pc
tersburg l .eagu1• of' Struggle for thc 
Emancipation of thc \•Vorkiug C:lass. 

15 • 

-?,ápo.lockj, _Arito11i11 (1884- 1957) pro
mmenr 111 thc C:r.echoslovak and 
intcrnatioual communiM rnovemcut · 
memht>r of the Comrnuuist l';n~ 
of Cu<'hoslovakia and its Ct"ntra'I 
Cornmincc from 1921 ; Prim<> J\Iin
istcr in 1941l-53 and Presidcut from 
1953. 378 

<:_am/ich, l'tra lwnni·na ' 1849-1919: -
promint"nt Russian 11"volulionan 
meml><>r or editorial lx>ard of th~ 
llolshl'\"ik ncwspapcrs frkia and .;:a
rya 1Daum ) from 1900: adopted a 
l\lenshe\"ik stance in 1903. 70. 72 
79-80 , ) 

Zt~kin, Clara ( 1857-1933\ prominrnt 
lll rhe Gt•rman and internatioual 
communist movcmt•nr, a founder of 
rhe Communist Pany of G!'rmany, 

member ofthc Comint<>rn Excnitivc 
G.immittee Prcsidium, organiscr and 
leadcr of rhe Second Interuational · 
initiatcd thc First I nternationai 
Women's Conference in 1907; hea
ded the International \\'omen's Scc
retariat in the Comintern. 4-02 

(}wlrovsky, J\"ilrolaz rrgo1ouuh (1847-
1921)- Russian ~<'ientist, foundcr of 
modern aerodynamics.- 402 

Zin~i"iev (Radomyslrk~). Grignry revseyr
iuh ( 1883-1936) - Russian Sorial-Dc
mocrat; rcsided abroad in 1908-17 
worked on the editorial boards of 
Sotsial-Dernokmt (Social Dcmocrat), 
the Pany's Central Organ, and thc 
aewspapcr Pro/etary ( Pu1lrt11rian); 
membcr of thc C .. nrral Commillc<· 
Political Bureau and Chairman oí 
the Comintern Ex1•c11t ivc Commilll'<' 
aficr the October Rr:volution; r!'peat
cdly oppos1•d the Party's L«ninist 
policy aud was <·xpellcd in 19'.H 
for faclional ac1iviries. 2:i:-1 271, 
272, 327 ' 

,(ola, Á'mile (1840-1902)-Frcnch writ
cr.-55 

-<_uhato1:, Sagei Vasi(reoirh (18G·1--1917) 
coloncl of gendarmes, hcad of llw 
_Mo~cow secret police dcpanmcnt: 
mspircr of Zubatovism. a form oí 
the tsarism·s ~lru~gle against thi· 
working-dass movt>ment in 1901-03 
consist ing in selling up policc: 
sponsored legal \\orkers' groups.- 78, 
111 
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Cri du peuple - French socialist daily 
published in Paris in Fcl>ruary-~iay 
lll71, and later from Octobcr l81l3 
to Februa.ry 1889.-17 

Dai(y }itws-bourgeois newspapcr pub
lished in London in 1846-1928. 17 

F.klw (Echo) - legal Bolshevik daily run 
by Lenin an<l publishcd inscead of 
Vper;·od in St. Petersburg in .Tllly 
1906.- 130 

Iskra (Tlie Spark) satirical weekly 
maga?.iuc published in St. Pctcrs
burg in 1859-73. l t opposed 
serfdom from a rc\·olutionary-dem
ocratic standpoinl. 16 

lskra ( The Sparkj-the fir:,¡ AJl-Russia 
political ncwspaper found<>d by 
Lcnin and published under his cdt
torslúp from Decem ber 24, * 1900 
to November l. 1903 first in Lcip
zig, then ~1unich, Lonclon and Ge
neva. lt played a dccisive pare in 
thc struggle for a Marxist pany, 
for the un ification of Social-Orm
ocratic comminees in Russia. Ar
ter thc Second RSDLP Congrcss 
in 1903 the paper was taken over 
by Mensheviks and published until 
October 1905.- 70-72, 74-79, 81, 87, 
88, 91, 93-9.'i, 99-103, 108, 109, 
116, 118, 120, 184 

hvertia (New,s) -socio-political <iaily 

• Ali dares are givrn in Ncw ~Lv lc. 

published from February 28, 1917. 
Tts full titk sine e 197 7 is h_vestia 
So1ieta Narod!lykh Depulatov SSSR 
(N1•ws Bulletin of the Soviet of 
PMplc's l>eputics); it has a mor
ning and an cvening issues since 
1960. 465, '167 

Jurtice a daily founded in London 
in 1884 as the central organ of 
the British Social Democratic Fed
rraLion: it bccame thc newspapcr 
of tht> British Socialist Pany in 
1911 an<l later, in 1916, the 
mouthpiccc ofthe minority, cxpress
ing '>ocial-chau\·inist views; contiu
ued lo be publishcd until 1925. 
The n<>"spaper J.!.ra was sel in the 
.lu.1/1cr print shop in 1902-03.-88 

J\a;;.anna (T/1~ Barracks) illegal news
papcr of the ~1ilitary Organisation 
ofthc St. l'etersburg Pan.y Commit
lt't', il was published in St. Pc
tersburg, Moscow and Finland from 
Ot'ccmber 15, 1906 to ~farch 1907; 
its premises were vanclalised by 
police.- 125 

Leip;;.iger Volks;;.eitung- lefl- wing daily 
of the German Social-Democratic 
Pany publishcd between 1894 and 
1933. It bccame lhe mouthpiece of 
right-wing Social-Democrats m 

1922. 120 

Molodaya Rossiya ( Young Russia) -a so-
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cio-political and lilerary newspaper, 
the legal organ of St. Petersburg 
Social-Uemocratic students; was 
published in January-November 
1906.- 136 

Mysl ( Tliouglit) legal Bolshevik philos
ophical and socio-economic monthly 
published with Lenin as its de 
facto editor in f\foscow from De
cember 1910 10 April 1911 when it 
was closcd down by the authorities.-
172, 177 

Na.rh Put (011r Path) legal Bolshevik 
daily published in Moscow in August 
and Septcmbcr 1913 under Lenin's 
editorship; was closcd down by the 
authorities.- 184 

Die Neue .(eit-magazinc of th<~ G1~rman 
Social-Democratic ParLy published 
in Stuttgart bctwccn lllfl3 and 1923 
and edited by Karl Kautsky until 
1917; frorn 1885 to 1895 published a 
numbcr of artides by Engcls; dur
ing World War 1 the magazine 
took a Centrist stand and ~upported 
social-chauvinists 62, 150, 15\ 166 

Novaya ,(hi<.11 ( New l.ife) -the lirst le
gal Bol.shcvik ncwspaper published 
in St. Pctcrsburg in October-De
cembcr 1905; Lt-nin supervised its 
activitic;, from :\ovem ber 1905; was 
closcd down by the authorities on 
Decembcr 12, 1905.- 127, 128, 129 

Partryn!;t huestia (Party News) illcgal 
newspaper of the party's United 
Central Committee, published in 
St. Petcrsburg from February to 
March 1906. 133 

Pod .(11arne11em 1\4 arksi<.rna. ( Under the 
/Janner of Marxi.rm) - philosophical 
and socio-economic magazine pub
lished in Mosc:ow from 1922 to 
1944.- '103, 465 

Pravda {7 lte rrutlt) sorio-political dai
ly, organ of thc CPSU Central 
Committcc, founcled by Lenin in 
l\'1ay 1912; thc tS<1.ris1 government 
clo5cd the papcr down eight times 
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betwccn 1912 and 1914 and banned 
it on July 21, 1914; after the 
February 1917 Revolution the paper 
resumed publication, but it changed 
its title severa! times; it appeared 
as Prauda again after thc October 
1917 Revolution. 178, 179-84, 187, 
.188, 195, 197, 238, 239, 243, 
250, 259, 465, 466, 467, 468 

Proletary ( Pro/etarian) illegal Bolshcvik 
weekly, thc central organ of thc 
RSDLP, published in Geneva from 
May to :-.lovember 1905 under Len
in's editorship.- 119, 120 

Proletary (Proletaria11) - illegal Bolshevik 
newspapcr, which was virtually thc 
Party central organ, published under 
Lenin's editorship between 1906 and 
1909, first in Vyborg, aud later in 
Geneva and Paris.-136, 143, 146, 
158, 160, 164, 184 

Proletary ( Proletarian) - Bolshevik paper 
which carne out in August and 
Scptcmber 1917 in place of fravda, 
suppresscd hy the Provisional Gov
ernment. 259 

Prosi;eshclu:niye ( Enlightenment) - lega 1 
Bolshevik theoretical monthly foun
ded by Lenin in Si. Petersburg in 
December 1911, rcplacing tlw maga
zine l•lysl; banncd by the tsarist 
government in Junc 1914, but re
sumed publication in the autumn 
of 1917. 184 

Pr<.edswit ( Dawn) - newspaper of the 
Polish Socialist Party, published in 
Gcneva, London, Paris, Warsaw, 
Cracow between 1881 and 1905.- 17 

Przeglqd Sodaldernokratyu.11y (Social-De
mocratic Review) - magazine published 
by Polish Social-Democrats in Crac
ow from 1902 to 1904 and from 
1908 to 1910 with Rosa Luxernburg's 
participa tion. 149 

Rabocl1a;ya Gazela {Wurkm' Newspaper) 
illcgal Social-Dcmocratic newspapcr 
founcled in Kiev in August 1897; 

had its premises destroyed by the 
police in 1899.-172 

Rabochaya Ga<.tla ( Workers' Newspaper) 
-illegal Bolshevik p<>pular n~wspaper 
published in París from :'liovembl'r 
1910 to July 1912 under Lenin's 
guidance; declared the official or
gan of the Central Committee ~y 
the Sixth (Prague) All-Russ1a 
RSDLP Conference in January 
1912.-172 

Raboche;•e D;•elo (Workers' Cause) il
legal newspaper of thc St. Pe
tersburg Leaguc of Struggle for thc 
Emancipation of the Working Class, 
which never aclually appeared: the 
lirst issuc, due to come out in ne
fCmber 1895, was confiscated.-64 

Rabocheye /)yefo ( WQrkers' Cause j ~ irr~
ular magazine published by Russ1an 
Economists abrnad from April 189Y 
to February 1902. 64 

Rabochy (Worker) - Bolshevik newspa
pcr published in September 1917 
Lo replacc Prauda, closed clown by 
thc Provisional Governmcnt.-259 

Rabochy i Solda/ (Worker a11d Soldier)
Bolshcvik newspaper publ ishcd in 
Petrograd in August 1917 to replace 
Prauda and Soldatskaya Prauda. banncd 
by thc Provisional Govcrrunent. 276 

Rabochy Pul (Workers' Path) - central 
organ of the Bolshevik Party pub
lished in Petrograd from Septcmber 
16 to November 8, 1917 in place 
of the Prauda banned by t~e Pro
visional Government. - 272 

Rabotnik (Working Man) - irregular col
lection of the Union of Russian 
Social-Democrats Abroad published 
on Lenin's iniLiative in Geneva from 
1896 to 1899.-43, 44, 47 

Rabotnitsa (Working Wornan)-socio-po
litical and literary magazine initiat· 
ed by J.enin in St. Pctersburg in 
Marc:h 1914; printcd in Moscow 
since 1923.-184 

Rimkoye Boxatstuo ( Russia11 Wea~t~) 
scicntific, literary and pohttcal 
monthly founded in Moscow in 1876 
and la ter published in St. Petersburg; 
after the 1905-07 revolution adopt
cd a p<>sition intermediate between 
thc Socialist Rcvolutionaries and 
Cadets. 35 

Samarskaya GQ<.tla (Samara Newspaper) 
libera1 daily published in Samara 
(now Kuibyshev) from 1884 to 
1912.- 22 

La Sentinelle-newspaper of the s,\~Ss 
Social-Democrats in Neuchatel, La 
Chaux-de-Fonds (1890-1905 and 
after 19L 1).-204 

Seuernaya Pralltla ( Northem Truth)-a 
titlc of Prauda in August and 
Septemhcr 1913.-lflB 

525 

SrnentJ Vekh. (Cha11ge of Landmarks)-co
unLcr-revolutionary maga:úne pub
lishcd by Whit.e Guard émigrés 
in Prague in 1921-22.-408 

Sol.lial-Demokrat ( Social-Democrat )-il-
legal Bolshevik ncwspapcr published 
from February 1908 Lo January 191'7 
in Vil11a, St. Petcrsburg, París and 
Geneva.- 162, 163, 166, 177, 180, 
200, 202 

Der S'o<.ialdemokrat-illegal newspaper, 
the fentral organ of German Social
Democrats, published from ·1879 to 
1890 first in Zurich and then in 
London.-17 

So<.ialistische Monatshejte-chief periodic
al of opportunist German Social
Democrats and mouthpiece of inter
nationa 1 opportunism published in 
Berlín from 1897 to 1933.-150 

The Times British conservative bour
gcois newspaper published in Lon
don since 1785 .-381 

De 'Tribu11e- lcft-wing newspaper of the 
Social-Democratic Party of Holland 
published in Amstcrdam from 1907 
to 1940; organ of the Comm unist 
Party of Holland from 1918.-205 



Tyo ( Lab11ur) workcr;,' newspaper 
published in V} borg. 268 

Tyomits (WorAtr) organ ofthc Finnish 
Social-Democralic ~art) published 
in Helsingfors from 1895 10 1918.-
258 

Volna (Tht Wart} k~al Bolshevik 
daily publishcd in St. Pe1ersburg 
from April 26 10 ?.fay 24, 1906; 
editcd by Lmin from íssue No. 9: 
banncd by thr authorities and later 
was surf<'<'ded by thc ncwspapcr 
Vper;·od. 1 30 

Voprosy Stral.hovaniya ( lJ1.Suro11ce ls.nies) 
legal Bolslwvik daily magazine 
publishcd undcr lhc dircction of che 
Party's CrnLral CommiU<:e in St. 
Pctcrsburg frorn Octobcr 2G, 1913 
lo .July 12, 19 H and from Jlebruary 
20, 19 15 to ::v:Iarch 19 18 wilh a 
circulalio11 of 3,000-5,000; Lcnin 
hcadcd its cdiLoria l boanls in 
Russia and ahroad. líl1 

Vorhote-theoretica 1 journa 1 of the 
Zirnrnnwald Left, publishcd in 
Bcrrlt' rn January-/\pril 1916. 
224 

i'urwiirls-ncwspaper, central organ of 
the German Social-Dcmocra tic Party 

publishcd in Bcrlin in 1876-1933 
(exccpt 1878-90). 46, 166, 169, 188 

Vper;'Od (Forwardj-the first Bolshe\'ik 
weekly, published in Gmt>va in 
January-Mar 1905: L('nin headed 
its editorial board: it followed in 
the foomcps uf Leninist lskra and 
campaigned for a stronger party .-
108-09, 114-15, 117, 120, 181 

Vperyod (Foru:ard) -legal Bolshevik 
daily, directed by Lenin and 
published in St. Petersburg in Junc 
1906; succeeded Vo/11a and was 
banned by che authorilics. 130 

Za~ya (Dawn)-Russian Marxist pop
ular scientific journal published by 
the Leninist Jskra editorial board 
in Stuttgart in 1901-02.- 70, 74, 78 

,(}lirioye Stovo ( Livin!!, Word) Blal'k
Hundred newspaper publish<'d in 
St. Petersburg from 191ti to 19 17. 
250 

Zvezda ( Starj - legal .Bolshevik ncwspa
pcr, organ of the Social-Democratic· 
faction in Third Duma, dircctt'd 
by Lcnin and published in !St. Pe
tcrsburg from December 29. 1910 to 
yfay 5, 1912; pa,·ed che way for 
Pral'IÍa.-172. 177, 179 
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