


Page 2—Revoiutionary Worker—September 21, 1984

A Fitting
Memorial

Paris, France. Thousands of proletarian
masses poured into the streets of Paris on
Thursday, September 13 to honor revolu-
tionary film maker Yilmaz Giiney, who
died in a Paris hospital on September 9
after a long bout with stomach cancer.
(See R W No. 272, p. 3.) By early morning
hundreds of people had already crowded
in front of the Kurdish Institute, waiting
to file past his casket in a small room lined
with posters from Giiney’s films and with
flowers and bright red wreaths sent from
a wide array of democratic and revolu-
tionary forces, from the Turkish Left in-
cluding the Communist Party of Turkey/
Marxist-Leninist (TKP/ML), from pro-
gressive artists in Turkey as well as Kur-
dish organizations linked to Turkey, Iran
and Irag. The RCP, USA also sent some
wreaths.

The square around Place de la Républi-
que began to swell in early afternoon, as
well over 2,000 people converged for the
funeral march. Hoisting high banner-
portraits of Giiney, as well as hundreds of
smaller posters, the ranks continued to
grow as the procession moved towards
Pére Lachaise Cemetery (famous for the
wall of the Paris Communards where the
last defenders of the Paris Commune
were gunned down by the Versailles
troops) stopping traffic along a major
Paris boulevard for several kilometers
and provoking small groups of
bystanders into discussions along the
route. The marchers included a very large
turnout of proletarian masses from the

Kurdish and Turkish communities, along
with hundreds of revolutionaries. In ad-
dition, a number of intellectuals, artists
and some government figures were pre-
sent. Some well-known Turkish singers,
including Melike Demirag, the leading
actress in Giiney’s film, The Herd, well-
known revolutionary writer Nihat
Behram who wrote a biography of
Ibrahim Kaypakkaya, and a number of

children who played in Giiney’s last film,
The Wall, were also there. Serif Goren,
Giiney’s close associate and collaborator
on Yo, stated publicly with some risk in
Turkey (and would have been arrested if
he had tried to attend the funeral), ‘‘His
death is extremely painful and a great
loss."”’

At Pére Lachaise, with many perched
on gravestones surrounding the burial
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site, people pressed in to hear a message
honoring Giiney’s contributions to
revolutionary art and to the struggle
against imperialism and reaction that he
had devoted his life to. Suddenly, as peo-
ple filed by the gravesite to throw in a
handful of fresh earth, strains of the In-
ternationale broke through the tense
silence and fists shot into the air from a
revolutionary section of the participants.

Crocodile Tears and Fangs Come Out

Paris, France. The hypocrisy award sur-
rounding Giiney’s death goes to the
French government and its wave of grief,
echoed by press obituaries that rivaled
solidarity statements. Repeatedly trying
to claim Giiney as their own, his recent
artistic achievements as a product of their
“‘open arms’’ welcome to France, the
land of liberty and political asylum, this
was expressed most succinctly by French
Minister of Culture, Jack Lang: ‘“The
disappearance of Yilmaz Giliney over-
whelms me. Friend of our country,
Yilmaz Giiney ranked among the top
world filmmakers. A courageous creator,
he devoted his life to defending the op-
pressed; actor, writer, filmmaker, he
himself experienced the suffering of im-
prisonment; in 1981 he gave us the honor
of accepting hospitality which I extended
to him in the name of the French govern-
ment.”” Meanwhile not far away in the
prison of Fresnes, eight Basque political

prisoners are approaching death in their
35th day of hunger strikes protesting the
French court’s threat to break tradition
and carry out an unprecedented — open-
ly political — extradition, sending them,
if not back to the arms of the Spanish
government, to somewhere in Latin
America. . ..

The reactionary Turkish press, on the
other hand, while clearly unwilling and
unable to embarrass Giiney in the same
sloshy social-democratic manner, has felt
compelled to cover Giiney's death exten-
sively, while initially holding its forked
tongue. The main bourgeois papers all
carried banner headlines and big pictures
the day after his death, factually stating
“Yilmaz Giiney the filmmaker, who ran
away from jail and won an award at Can-
nes, is dead.’’ Not really daring to attack
him at first when the masses in Turkey
learned of the news, they saved their
venom for the funeral events, lighting in-

to him as a murderer, a separatist, an
anti-Turkish element who used his art to
spread propaganda against Turkey
abroad. They all avoided the question of
his being a revolutionary, and went so far
as to mention that the casket in Paris was
on display in an ‘‘institute,’” carefully
omitting the dangerous word, Kurdish.
Tercuman (Interpreter), a right-wing op-
position newspaper to the junta, ran an
unambiguous headline, ‘“‘the friend of
our enemies is being buried today,”’ add-
ing in their article ““we’re sure he didn’t
believe in God, but we’ll say God bless
him, anyway. There are lots of Muslim
cemeteries in Paris, but he chose to be
buried in Pére Lachaise, the Communist
cemetery.’’” They also featured a picture
of Giiney together with the Greek
minister of culture, Melina Mercouri, in-
tentionally stirring up anti-Greek na-
tionalism, while mentioning the com-
plaints by a Turkish government figure

about Jack Lang’s ‘‘personally’’
welcoming Giiney to France. Hurriyet

- (Freedom), a critical pro-junta paper,

chose a picture of the funeral procession
which looks like only 30 people surroun-
ding the casket had attended the event. In
recent TV news programs in Turkey the
junta, in announcing the capture of some
“‘terrorists,”’ made the revealing com-
ments that these are like ‘‘traitors abroad
who all gathered recently at Yilmaz
Giiney’s funeral. It is because of these
elements that the September 12, 1980
coup was necessary.”’ The Turkish
minister of culture, surprised by a ques-
tion about Giiney’s death in the midst of
a press conference on something else and
undoubtedly provoking peals of laughter
in Turkey too, apparently grunted: ‘‘He
was a good artist, but you shouldn’t mix
art and politics.”’—! ]
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TKP/M-L Statement on The Death of Yilmaz Giiney

We Lost Yilmaz Giiney

A resolute fighter for and a well-established virtuoso of revolutionary culture, and a brave revolutionary who has righteously
won a cherished place in the hearts of millions of toilers.

On September 9, a painful news has deeply shaken and saddened the oppressed,
revolutionaries and the communists all over. The people of Turkey from different na-
tionalities, the oppressed of the whole world have lost a heroic fighter of revolution;
revolutionary art has lost a master. Yilmaz Giiney has left us at a most productive
period, failing to overcome a terminal disease at the age of 47.

Yilmaz Giiney, who spent more than ten years of his life in jail, was born as a child
of a poor family in Yenice village in Adana. Yilmaz Giiney, who worked in a number of
jobs during his youth in order to finance his education and look after his family, got in-
volved in the film industry in 1958. From 1970 on, influenced by revolutionary ideas, he
made quite a number of films as a revolutionary artist, among them are those that ac-
quired international fame like Siirii (The Herd) and Yo/ (The Way). During these years
he upheld the revolutionary culture of the people against the bourgeois degenerate
culture implemented by the imperialists and social-imperialists and the feudal fascist
culture of the Turkish ruling classes in every sphere and created a lot of revolutionary
works. During the same years, not only as a revolutionary artist but also as an
unyielding resolute revolutionary, he struggled against imperialism, social-imperialism,
the Turkish ruling classes and their oppression and exploitation both in and out of
Turkey; and he stood beside the oppressed and the exploited, in the ranks of revolution.
Because of all this, he earned the love and appreciation of both the people of Turkey and
the oppressed worldwide.

For years, the Turkish ruling classes and their lackey press have been rabidly at-
tacking Yilmaz Giiney, and in his person, revolutionary culture, revolutionary artists
and all revolutionaries. The Turkish ruling classes have tried everything to silence
him and te prevent his struggle. They tried every method, from seeking to bribe him
to threatening him, from threats to plots and arrests. After September 12, 1980, like
all revolutionaries, he also got his share from the oppression and fascist terror of the
fascist junta. Additional suits were filed against him, each requiring years more in
jail. None of this succeeded in stopping him from continuing his struggle — he never
gave in. In October 1981, he fled Isparta prison and consequently the country and
went into exile, in order to play a more beneficial role in the struggle for freedom
and democracy. He continued his revolutionary activities abroad, playing a very
significant role in exposing the fascist junta.

There are those who will be saddened by and those who will rejoice Yilmaz
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Giiney’s death. Workers, labourers, the oppressed, revolutionaries, communists, ar-
tists on the side of the people, and intellectuals will be sad. Imperialists, social-
imperialists, Turkish ruling classes and the fascist junta will be happy. Among the
reactionaries, while there will be those who will openly rejoice, there will also be
those who, in the name of upholding him, will try to smother the revolutionary
essence of his struggle and work.

Like yesterday, today too, they will talk about what *‘a good artist,”” “‘a good,
actor” he was. A lot of forces who have cursed him, and in his person cursed the
revolutionary values and revolutionaries in general during his life, will join this
chorus. But it is an unreversible truth that throughout his life, he has defended the
revolutionary line unyieldingly and resolutely against all such harassment; he never
gave in. He did not compromise on questions that constitute the acid test of being a
genuine revolutionary, such as the struggle against imperialism and’social-
imperialism and the principle of seizing state power through violent means. Now
there is an empty place. Physically he doesn’t exist anymore. But all revolutionaries,
first and foremost communists, will uphold his revolutionary legacy, and will fill this
empty place by struggling against those who will seek to obscure his revolutionary
essence.

We communists have always defended and will always defend Yilmaz Giiney’s
revolutionary line against imperialism, social-imperialism and all reaction;

His resolute struggle against the Turkish ruling classes and their state;

His struggle for a revolutionary culture against all kinds of bourgeois
degenerate, fascist feudal culture.

In spite of the significant differences of views between us, we will always
remember his comradely and revolutionary stand towards our party, the vanguard
organization of the proletariat in Turkey, and the solidarity between us; and we will
fight all reactionary attacks directed against him.

He is dead, but his struggle and his revolutionary art will live on, in the struggle
of our people led by our party.

We most respectfully salute his revolutionary legacy.

-* YILMAZ GUNEY

SENIi MUCADELEMIZDE YASATACAGIZ

September 10, 1984
TKP/M-L
Foreign Bureau

The above is the statement issued
by the Communist Party of Turkey/
Marxist-Leninist (TKP/M-L), the pro-
letarian vanguard party in Turkey,
which worked closely with Yilmaz
Gliney over the years of his develop-
ment as a revolutionary. Giiney upheld
the founder of the TKP/M-L, Ibrahim
Kaypakkaya, as a communist, including
the importance of his legacy and revolu-
tionary line for developing the struggle
in Turkey. After the coup d’état in
1971, Yilmaz Giiney was imprisoned
and wrote an article defending the
TKP/M-L and Ibrahim Kaypakkaya,
which was used against him at his trial.
In addition, he knew and held impor-
tant discussions with TKP/M-L General
Secretary Siileyman Cihan in jail, and
after Cihan’s death through torture at
the hands of the Turkish junta in 1981,
Giiney made a statement, referring to
him as “‘a head of state who died
without a throne.”’ Yilmaz Gilney took
a firm and consistent stand against
modern revisionism and the Soviet
Union — a position which was rare in
Turkey among revolutionary artists who
Sailed to see it as a crucial dividing line
question. He condemned both the TKP
(pro-Moscow revisionist party) and the
TIKP (Workers, Peasants Party of
Turkey, supporters of the Chinese revi-
sionists and the “‘three worlds theory”’).
Giiney also took a stand against Enver
Hoxha’s scurrilous attacks against Mao
Tsetung.

It is fitting that this great revolu-
tionary artist was buried in Pére
Lachaise in Paris, requesting in his own
words, ‘I want the blanket of the Com-
munards stretched over me."’

— Editor’s Note

Yilmaz Giney: “You Shall Live On In Our Struggle”
Poster of the TKP/M-L in memory of Yilmaz Giiney

TKP-ML
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The Great Debates R
— A Press Preview —

ON WAR
66

Smiling and exuding confidence, the
president declared that ‘America must be
strong militarily and morally. . .let the eagle
soar.' He cautioned that ‘A nuclear war cannot
be won and must never be fought." However,
Mr. Reagan added that if such a war was
fought, ‘We may be the first generation to see
Armageddon." To gales of appreciative
laughter from the audience, Reagan quipped
that a strategic nuclear strike would level the
Soviet Union in five or ten minutes.

Mondale, who had arrived a bit late in the
studio, wiped away some drops of perspiration
as he faced the microphone. Placed on the
defensive somewhat by the president's
remarks, he countered that ‘a strong defense
takes more than rhetoric.” He cited Defense
Department studies showing a deplorable
eight- to ten-month lag in gearing up to war
preparedness should a conflict break out,
called for a leaner, meaner fighting machine
and a stronger NATO. 99

ON BEING A MAN’s MAN

66

Mr. Reagan displayed the style that Ras
made his presidency the most masculine since
Teddy Roosevelt's years as a rough-riding
leader who glorified war and sport. The crowd,
composed largely, as fate would have it, of
white males over 40, cheered lustily as Reagan
showed his picture on the cover of Parade
magazine where he pumped iron for the
camera.

Mr. Mondale winced at the consistent cheers
for his opponent, and also at the difficulty he
encountered in adjusting his microphone
sheath. But he strove to fill the image aides
have recently projected of ‘Fightin' Fritz." One
campaign staffer later protested, ‘On male
issues, defense and economics and things like
that, Mondale is solid. Mondale is sort of a
man's man. He likes to do things we associate
with, what you call it, macho. He's a fisherman.
He likes to sit around and have a drink in the
evening with his shoes off, a cigar in his mouth
and some guys over. He's a hunter. He likes
sports.’ 99

ON STANDING TALL

66
Mr. Reagan cited the U.S. actions in
Grenada as necessary to ‘protect American

\’;_"',/ : ; : C Ce
) Q\Q lives' and as evidence of the U.S. will and ability
=) ’l to use force in international affairs. In this he

ﬁ-.-" found hearty agreement from a group of
O'¢ ST e seventeen grateful former American medical
= students who joined him on stage, flanked by

LS close to eight-thousand medal-bearing
Marines who crowded onto the set and
overflowed out into the street. Reagan was also
joined and applauded by Olympic gymnastics
champion, Mary Lou Retton. On Central
America the President hinted at ‘A December
surprise.’

Mr. Mondale, sweating rather heavily, said that
he 'would have used military force to save
American lives' in Grenada. He complained
that ‘preventing the press from covering the
war' was ‘intolerable.” Mondale said that if
Nicaragua continued to export revolution, that
it should be ‘quarantined’ by Central American
allies with the help of U.S. ‘intelligence.’ ¢ 9

ON GOD

€6

The president declared that faith in God
was ‘the source of our strength' and ‘because it
knows no limitation, it must terrify and
ultimately triumph over those who would
enslave their fellow man' (a reference to the
Soviet Union). At this, a loud series of
firecrackers were set off, followed by the
release of hundreds of red, white and blue
balloons.

Mondale was prevented from responding for a
time as he was besieged by shouting anti-
abortion demonstrators. The contender was
seen to grimace when one woman
demonstrator called out that he 'murdered
embryos.' Mondale stated that ‘America is the
most religious nation on the planet,’ but co_uld
barely be heard above the thunderous chanting
from nearly a dozen protestors, and the noise of
much of the audience filing out of the studio
well before he finished his remarks. 99
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