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100 Days of —

Death Squads:

Duarte

The Second Time Around

The first 100 days of the second reign
of El Salvador’s president José Napoledn
Duarte have passed and the tributes in
the U.S. press have begun. Once again,
there are tales of an “‘improving human
rights record’” and a Salvadoran military
“‘trying to woo’’ the masses. Once again,
there is the ‘‘promise of democracy’’
floating in the ether. Once again, the
“‘democratic center’’ has appeared in the
field of neocolonial fascism, and it is
“struggling against the extremes of left
and right.”’ Once again, all this seems to
be based on the theory that the more a
vicious lie is repeated, the closer it gets to
becoming credible.

The fact is that while imperialist praise
for Duarte’s ‘““moderation’’ flows thick
and fast, the sad-eyed butcher is paving
the way for a reign of terror that will
make his first stint (when between
20,000-30,000 Salvadorans were
murdered) seem ‘‘moderate’” by com-
parison. 7Time magazine managed to
come up with some figures purporting to
show that killings had fallen from over
200/month to only 150/month in
Duarte’s first three months in office.
They and the rest of the U.S. press have
managed to ignore the statement from EIl

Salvador’s Human Rights Commission
(not the one that includes the head of the
Treasury Police and other death-squad
leaders, but the one that isn’f run by the
government) that the wanton massacre of
peasants by the Salvadoran army has in-
creased since Duarte’s inauguration.

Nevertheless, more proof of Duarte’s
“‘commitment to human rights’” must be
produced; voila! the much-heralded an-
nouncement of a new government com-
mission to investigate death squads. Of
course, there already is the above-
mentioned government Human Rights
Commission, which was also heralded
when it was established as the means to
investigate the death squads, but the U.S.
press seems to continually forget previous
“‘human rights progress’’ in El Salvador
whenever there is a need for some new
“‘progress.”’

‘There has been a great deal of public

" exposure over the past several months of

the involvement of numerous named
Salvadoran officers in death-squad
operations. And in one case, an article in
the May issue of The Progressive
magazine, some of the involvement of
U.S. agencies, especially the CIA, in set-
ting up these operations within the
Salvadoran security forces, training the
Salvadoran officers in physical and
psychological torture and other aspects
of death-squad modus operandi, and
pointing out the proper targets for all this
has been concretely documented. Given
previous infighting among El Salvador’s
ruling compradors (and among their U.S.
superiors as well), there must have been
some concern that Duarte’s new commis-
sion could become a battleground — and
perhaps put some embarrassing new
material on public display. Duarte quick-
ly reassured the proper authorities with a
statement that was not widely published
in the English-language press. Speaking
of the decision to form the death-squad
commission, he said, ‘‘I want to make
clear to the country that this doesn’t
mean 'that I know how to discover this
matter, but that I will dedicate myself to
see if I can discover it.”’

Actually, apart from the ‘“‘“human
rights”’ facade, much of the strongest
praise for Duarte from the U.S. press has
been concerned with his efforts to accom-
modate the so-called ‘‘Right’’ and the
military. When a Catholic radio station
granted a 90-minute interview with
Guillermo Ungo, the president of the
Democratic Revolutionary Front (FDR),
its news show was suspended; of course,
this doesn’t harm Duarte’s democratic
credentials, but rather shows that he is
taking a harder line in order to develop a

consensus ““‘within the army and on the
Right,”” according to the New York
Times. The Times also notes approvingly
that Duarte “‘has spent much of his time
with army officers, courting them with a
blend of praise and an attentiveness to
their complaints.”’ Along with the above-
mentioned peasant massacres, such obse-
quiousness has earned Duarte ‘‘good
grades for his handling of the military,’’
according to Time magazine. _

This is, after all, what counts in El
Salvador. While Duagle may have certain
value as a prettifier, it is the U.S.’s abili-
ty, or inability, to force submission to its
absolute domination of the Central
American region that is at the heart of the
Salvadoran matter — and this, of course,
in the context of the extremely strained
international situation. To that end the
Salvadoran military has been tripled in
size in the last five years — and whether
through death-squad operations, peasant
massacres or the continuous dropping of
white phosphorus and 300-, 500- and
750-pound bombs on areas under the con-
trol of the opposition, that expanded mili-

‘tary has produced nearly 50,000 dead and

hundreds of thousands of refugees in that
period. Now the U.S. is officially ‘‘con-
sidering’’ sending AC-47 gunships,
known as ‘‘Puff, the Magic Dragon”’ in
the Vietnam War days, to add to the
arsenal. AC-47s fire 18,000 rounds a
minute and are capable of putting a bullet
in every square foot of an area the size of
a football field.

Of course, one should not get the idea
that the U.S. is now ignoring,the human
rights component in El Salvador. Perish
the thought. According to the New York
Times, some government and military of-
ficials are arguing that the AC-47s,
because their firepower can be more
precisely controlled, will be less in-
discriminate than the A-37s that are cur-
rently dropping the heavy bombs. On the
other hand, some “‘diplomats and human
rights officials’” are arguing that there
could be even greater casualties with the
AC-47s. What a debate — undoubtedly
one that will be solved by using
both. ..and a great deal more.

Meanwhile, the Christian Democrat
Duarte will bless it all in the name of
democracy. He is on a mission from god,

and compares his task to that of Moses in.

delivering a “‘line of conduct’’ to his peo-
ple. And while certain forces like to point
to El Salvador as reason enough to back
Mondale against Reagan, it is useful to
note that the Democrats have
unanimously praised Duarte’s brand of
religious fervor io the hilt. After all, the
lord is, as they say, bipartisan.
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" WARFIGHTING:

Turning Points In U.S. Strategy
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The following is a slightly edited ver-
sion of a presentation made at a recent
conference of the Union of Radical
Political Economists, entitled ‘“Military
Strategies of U.S. Imperialism Since 1945
and their Political-Economic Context.”’
The author writes that the speech should
be considered “‘an exploratory considera-
tion of the objectives and turns of U.S.
military strategy in relation to key
developmenits and shifts in the world
situation over the post-World War 2
period.”

by C. Clark Kissinger

It is a significant failure of the corpus
of national security literature that
military doctrine and the history of its
development are discussed overwhelm-
ingly without reference to global political
economy. This, of course, is neither ac-
cidental nor unexpected, but reflects the
methodology of bourgeois social science
in general. Rather than approaching
military science from the foundation of
the global accumulation process and its
contradictions, the most elementary
precépt of Clausewitz is tossed out the
window and idealistic paradigms are
substituted. For some scholars, the
military dispositions of U.S. imperialism
have resulted from the thoughts of a few
““great men,”’ for example, John Foster
Dulles and Massive Retaliation, Robert
Strange McNamara and Mutual Assured
Destruction, or James R. Schlesinger and
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Selective Options. Other scholars root all
developments in the appearance of new
weapons technologies: nuclear ex-
plosives, intercontinental missiles, Multi-
ple Independently-targeted Reentry
Vehicles (MIRVs), etc. Still others
perceive only an eternal ebb and flow be-
tween contradictory approaches (counter-
force versus countervalue targeting, sym-
metrical versus asymmetrical response,
minimal deterrence versus war-fighting
capability, etc.).

Even within the left, the same
methodology has been predominant,
with explanations of military doctrine
built on ‘madcap generals, military-
industrial complexes, defense contracting
profits, or the relative ascendancy of con-
servative hawks over liberal doves. What
all these approaches have in common was
expressed well in the concluding remarks
of one recent study of U.S. postwar con-
tainment (of the Soviet Union) policy:
“To a remarkable degree, containment
has been the product, not so much of
what the Russians have done, or of what
has happened in the world, but of inter-
nal forces operating within the United
States.””'

By constrast, this paper seeks to
analyze the significant turning point in
U.S. military strategy since the end of
World War 2 by reference to the
dynamics-of a single global accumulation
process and its contradictions. The point
of departure is a periodization developed
by Raymond Lotta in ““On the Contem-
porary Relevance of Lenin’s Theory of
Imperialism,”’* based on Lotta and Shan-
non’s America in Decline.’ Stated suc-
cinctly, Lotta’s thesis is that in the era of
imperialism finance capital remains
rooted in national markets, but the ac-
cumulation process is thoroughly inter-
nationalized and capital cannot be
decisively reorganized within the national
framework. At points of crisis, only the
forcible redivision of the world through

world war, that is, the recasting of im-
perialist power relations can establish a
new political-economic framework con-
ducive to the global reorganization of
capital. World wars thus constitute nodal
points of the imperialist accumulation
process.

Between these nodal points are spirals
of accumulation highly contingent on the
matrix of accumulation established by
the preceding redivision of the world and
by revolutionary struggles. Of particular
relevance here is Lotta’s periodization of
the trajectory of accumulation since the
last world war into three periods, each
marked by the dominance of a particular
contradiction on a world scale. The first
period, from approximately 1947 to
1958, was shaped principally by the
contradiction between the imperialist
bloc and the socialist camp. The second
period, running approximately from
1959 to 1972, is marked by the restoration
of capitalism in the Soviet Union and the
shift of the principal contradiction to that
between imperialism and the oppressed
nations. The third period, beginning
around 1973, finds imperialism running
up against the limits of accumulation and
interimperialist rivalry intensifying, with
the contradiction between the U.S.-led
and Soviet-led imperialist blocs now be-
coming principal. Each of these periods is
quite multifaceted and characterized by
the interpenetration of other contradic-
tions, but even in outline form they pre-
sent the major contours of the global ac-
cumulation process against which
political phenomena can be assessed.

For a more complete exposition of the
dynamics of imperialist accumulation
and the key features of these periods, the
reader is referred to the works cited.

1947-1958: MASSIVE RETALIATION

The United States emerged from
World War 2 as the uncontested domi-
nant power in the world, possessing not
only the atomic bomb but 50 percent of
the world’s industrial production. The
only force capable of opposing the U.S.
was the Soviet Union, which possessed
both a formidable army and a social
system antithetical to capitalism. By
1947, the United States had fully
reoriented its foreign policy to an-
tagonism toward the Soviet Union with
the announcement of the Truman Doc-
trine. From 1947 to 1950, this U.S. na-
tional security policy concentrated over-
whelmingly on the economic rehabilita-
tion of Western Europe and Japan as
counterpoises to the Soviet Union. U.S.
military doctrine, however, remained un-
changed from the Second World War,
placing reliance on the strategic bombing
of economic targets, augmented quan-
titatively by the atomic bomb.

In 1949 the idyllic visions of the
American Century were rudely shattered
by the Chinese Revolution and the Soviet
development of the atomic bomb. The
result was a full-scale study for the newly
established National Security Council of
how to deal with the Soviet challenge,
which was completed in 1950 and
adopted as NSC-68." NSC-68 character-

Continued on page 12
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Footnotes

WARFIGHTING

Continued from page 13

abandoning a fixed frontline and ex-
ecuting ‘“‘deep strikes’ into Eastern
Europe to attack second and third eche-
lon Soviet armies, using rapid maneuver,
anarray of “‘smart weapons,”’ and tactical
nuclear weapons.™

CONCLUSIONS:

While different imperialist political
leaders have always had different
analyses and programs, the general
decision-making process for U.S.
military doctrine in the postwar period
has taken place within a larger
framework of compulsion and oppor-
tunity shaped by the current global spiral
of accumulation. The periodization of
this spiral has thus provided the most
cogent starting point for any analysis of
trends in military affairs. Developments,
for the most part, have not been shaped
by the ideas of strategic thinkers nor by
advances in weapons technology,
although these have interacted with the
broader dynamic of imperialist ac-
cumulation. Nor have elections played
any significant role, there being no essen-
tial difference between the two im-
perialist parties, a fact that becomes
obscenely apparent when one examines
the changing military requirements and
the specific military initiatives of U.S. im-
perialism.

Perhaps the most important conclu-
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sion from this line of approach is that
while there have been several moments of
extreme tension between the United
States and the Soviet Union in the past,
the actual outbreak of war is more likely
at the current time than at any previous
time since the last interimperialist world
war, and the current military prepara-
tions of the U.S. reflect this reality.
Among the pundits and intellectual
spokespersons for the U.S. bourgeoisie,
there has been a growing awareness and
articulation of the fact that no durable
and sustained economic recovery is possi-
ble, that there is no real solution to the
debt crisis and the budget deficit within
the present framework, and that things
are very likely to blow up. A number of
leading bourgeois publications have
recently raised the analogy between the
current situation and that immediately
preceding the outbreak of World War I,
with the Persian Gulf playing the role of
the Balkans.”

While grounded in the contradictions °

of imperialism, war also has its own
dynamic, and the logic of the tightly in-
terlocked systems of warning and control
makes extremely likely the launching of
preemptive war by one side or the other,
with little warning and from a “‘standing
start.””™ The extreme seriousness of the
situation should cause us all to cast away
illusions about preventing war by relying
on and working within the system that
gives rise to war. ]
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