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Torrijos Hits the Dirt at High Speed

No Tears for

€

‘‘Strongman
of Panama”’

General Omar Torrijos ‘‘the strong
man of Panama’ is dead. The imme-
diate White House response to his un-
timely death via a plane crash on a
Panamanian mountainside was to
acknowledge Torrijos’ long years of
service to U.S. imperialism, calling him
“‘one of the outstanding figures in
Panamanian history, who repeatedly
displayed profound concern for the
welfare of his people and who took an
active interest in various regional mat-
ters. It is our expectation that our
governments will continue to work
cooperatively and give meaning to the
hope expressed publicly by Torrijos
that our nations will live together
peacefully.’ Indeed, continued
““cooperation” ‘and ‘‘peaceful’” ac-
ceptance of U.S. imperialist domina-
tion of Panama was the foremost con-
cern of the U.8.; while a Panamanian
National Guard spokesman blamed the
death of his leader on ““bad weather,” it
was the political climate of Panama
that the U.S.” attention turned to, with
ominous phrases like “‘power vacuum”’
and “possible instabililty’’ turning up
in virtually every article in the U.S,
press.

This is no minor point to U.S, im-
perialism. Panama is extremely
strategic to the maintenance and expan-
sion'of its overall empire, with'the U.S.’
precious. Canal having: military and
economic importance of the first
magnitude. And the neo-colony’s loca-
tion at the southern end of Central
America makes U.S.-imposed *‘stabili-
ty'" a geopolitical necessity for the red,
white and blue beast. Given the
widespread hatred of U.S. imperialism
on the part of the Panamanian masses,
a puppet' who was particularly adept at
dressing up imperialist domination in
the cloak of “anti-imperialist”
rhetorical flourishes has been a dire
necessity for the U.S., and General Tor-
rijos filled' the bill handsomely.
Through the use of such demagogy,
combined of course with plain old in-
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sidious repression for those who failed

to swallow the bait, Torrijos became

what the New York Times called “‘the
principal guarantor of ‘the country’s
stability. "’

Six months ago, the U.S. ambassador
to Panama commented that ““Panama,
which could have been another source
of agitation ‘and' disturbances in the
area, is now one of the bright spots in
an otherwise confused and’ turbulent
Central America and Caribbean
today.’" At Torrijos’ funeral, the same
ambassador credited the general for
this, praising in particular the fact that
Torrijos “‘talked less but acted right.””
The New York Times.put it this way:
‘‘Having frequently begun by viewing
Torrijos as an anti-American
demagogue, successive Washington ad-
ministrations, from that of President
Nixon through President Reagan,
gradually came lo recognize him as a
reliable friend of the United States.*’

Now that Torrijos is dead, the U.S
bourgeoisie is being quite up front
about the nature of its Panamanian
puppet’s service to its interests. But
while he was alive, you had to pour
through the journals where they talked
to their own kind to discover what they
really thought of Torrijos. For exam-
ple, a 1975 issue of Foreign Affairs said
that Torrijos ‘‘uses populist social
policies, nationalistic: rhetoric and his
friendship with Fidel Castro to hold in
check the popular emotions and
political challenges that otherwise
might roar through the gates and make
negotiations with the United States im-
possible.”” As to the economic value of
the general, the financial newspaper
Barron’s wrote in 1978, *‘The fact is
that Panama’s economy and manage-
ment style are jalready dominated by
LI.S. attitudes and business methods at
a level found nowhere else in Central
America, which the unpredictable Tor-
rijos, though often appearing to be far
leftward leaning, has encouraged."” As
is obvious from the current worry in the
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U.S. over his absence, Torrijos was far
more “‘predictable’ in the service of
U.S. imperialism than Barron's
acknowledged.

But it is Panama’s military impor-
tance: to the United States that has
played a central role in fortifying the
U.S." domination. of all of 'Latin
America through the course of Torri-
jos’ 13-year reign. There are currently
14 military bases in the country, and
although this number is supposedly go-
ing to be reduced to 3 through the
course of this decade, there will be no
reduction in the number of U.S. troops
(currently over 12,000) permanently
stationed there. Torrijos'was noted for
his close working relationship with the
U.S. Armed Forces Southern Com-
mand, headquartered in Panama, in
numerous military maneuvers and exer-
cises. In 1978, the U.S. ambassador
testified before the House Foreign Af-
fairs Subcommittee, *‘In January and
February of this year, conventional
warfare exercises were held by our
193rd' Infantry Brigade at the Rio Hato
Military Base in cooperation with the
Panamanian National Guard. This
military area, large in size and ideal in
terrain for such exercises, is deep in
Panama’s interior..." Such periodic
exercises are not only used as prepara-
tion for the future real thing, but also as
intimidation to those who-are currently
getting out of the U.S." line. The most
recent example of this was the Black
Hawk IV maneuvers held'in conjunc-
tion with U.S. naval ‘exercises in the
Caribbean in late April. Not coinciden-
tally, these maneuvers occurred during
the recent U.S, military escalations in
El Salvador and stepped-up threats
against,Nicaragua.

Panama is also the site of the in-
famous School of the Americas—the
U.S.” foremost counter-insurgency
training center for Latin America. Tor-
ture and mutilation, aerial bombard-
ment and search-and-destroy missions,
coup-plotting and riot control‘and'a'lot

Torrijos and John Wayne in Panama—Wayne was there as an advocate of
the Panama Canal Treaty.

more have all been longtime features of
‘the school’s curriculum. Prior to his
overthrow in 1979, practically all of
Anastazio Somoza's Nicaraguan Na-
tional Guard officers were trained
there, as were the freedom-loving
‘‘authoritarians’ of Argentina, Brazil,
Uruguay, Guatemala and Chile. In
fact, a framed letter from Chile’s fascist
General Pinochet, dated October,
1973—one month after the
U.S:-organized coup that -overthrew
Allende, hangs in the office of the
school’s commander. In an interview
conducted earlier this ‘year, Torrijos
boasted about the “‘changes’’ that have
occurred in the School of the Americas:
*“...They are talking about human
rights now...because there are
Panamanian instructors and we're
stamping the School of the Anmniericas
with our personality.”” Undoubtedly,
the masses of El Salvador are quite
grateful for such personality, since the
school'is a:main training ground for the
fascist junta’s officers at the present
time. That same personality has also
been evidenced in Panama itself, as
when Torrijos” National Guard troops
opened fire on striking farmers in
Tonosi and demonstrators: protesting
gas prices in Panama City, both of
which ocurred in 1979.

The U.S.’ economic stranglehold
over Panama has also been tightened
during the Torrijos years. The main
medium of exchange is the American
dollar, and Panama is the region's
friendliest country to U.S. banks and
international corporations, More than
100 foreign banks, with local deposits
of more than $35 billion, have their
LEatin. American financial centers
located in Panama, U.S. investment is
greater than in any other Latin
American country except Mexico and
Brazil—a massive $2.8 billion in a
country with a population of only 2
million. Panama is also inextricably en-
tangled in the U.S.-bloc credit web,

Continued on page 20
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‘What Went Down
When Reggae
Hit the Ghetto. . .

- And Why Ras lvie Was Killed

Among the reggae musicians, popu-
larizers, and youth newly attracted to
‘the thunder and lightning of reggae mu-
sic, among the crowd that gathered
around Discs, Wheels, and Sports in
East Qakland, Ras Ivie was known as a
righteous Dred, righteous in his hatred
of Babylon. Like many of the other
Rastafarians who helped set up Discs,
Wheels and Sports, Ivie was originally
from Jamaica—and exposure to life in
the very belly of Babylon had only in-
tensified his rejection of the systematic
oppression, cash-value, and spiritual
emptiness that the U.S. imposes on the
world’s people. Many of the youth
came around just to reason with Ivie,
who would set his chair outside the
store, right on the curb, with his shirt
off, rude and uncompromising, wear-
ing the longest dredlocks around. On
June 10, Ivie was murdered, gangland
style, shot down by an unknown mur-
derer right outside his home in West
Berkeley. :

Inside Oakland’s new multimillion
dollar police station and city jail, there
are hundreds and hundreds of photo-
graphs of people secretly under police
surveillance. Almost all of them are
Black. A significant minority of them
are Rastafarians—or at least people
wearing their bear in long, uncut dred-
lock style. The police line on Ivie’s mur-
der, however, was that it was
“probably drug-related.”” Someone
who knew and worked with Ivie said,
“‘Jvie’s killing was a sign that ‘we can
kill the best of you!'”” A tribute to Ras
Ivie in a local reggae publication quoted
Bob Marley:

“Woman hold your head and cry
Cuz your son has been
shot.down in the street

and dies from a stray bullet. . .
Jjust because of the system.”

All evidence points to the hand of the
police and higher authorities as the ulti-
mate hand behind Ivie’s murder—the
final step in a savage attack on Discs,
Wheels and Sports, and the spreading

influence of reggae music.

Discs, Wheels and Sports was found-

~ ed by a group of Jamaicans and Ameri-

can Blacks, people who loved the
music, some of whom were already part
of the thriving Bay Area reggae scene.

Discs, Wheels and Sports was set up
in East Oakland for a specific purpose
—to take reggae out to the ghetto. At
this time, reggae music is dominated by
artists who are progressive or revolu-
tionary, for example, Bob Marley, Jim-
my Cliff and Linton Kwesi Johnson,
who speak very powerfully to the deep-
ening discontent and search for answers
among sections of the Black masses,
particularly the youth. Discs, Wheels
and Sports broke some new ground,
and took the music out to a section of
the people who had not heard anything
about it.

In the Bay Area right now, the music
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is selling so fast that many stores are
finding it impossible to keep the popu-
lar records in stock. One store that both
retails and wholesales reggae records
(along with punk) told the RW that
since Bob Marley,died, the sale of the
records has increased tenfold, and right
now everything he recorded is out of
print. At the beginning of the year, the
Stone, one of the most important rock
and roll venues, started having regular
weekly reggae concerts, with a special
emphasis on bringing in‘a lot of groups
from Jamaica. Reggae is clearly speak-
ing to many sections of the people, and
the crowds at concerts include many na-
tionalities, and many social currents.
While, Babylon and its enforcers
don’t like reggae at all, it seems that
they were particularly worried about
the efforts of Discs, Wheels and Sports
in taking reggae out to the ghetto. The
store quickly came under police surveil-
lance. Undercover agents went in and
out, trying to buy weed. On May 5,
1981, the police burst in and busted 4
people for possession and sales of mari-
juana. (Perhaps it is a coincidence that
the inevitable bust came down so quick-
ly after May 1st, 1981 when, after some
sharp struggle over whether to raise the
red flag or the red, green and black
flag, Discs, Wheels and Sports raised

* the red flag over the store for May Day,

consciously standing with the whole in-
ternational struggle of the oppressed,
part of the revolutionary offensive in
the cultural arena on May Day. They
had already been carrying the R W for a
month.) The police tore up the store,
“searching for dope’’ everywhere, even
inside roller skates. The landlord,
whose full role in this is not yet clear,
was overjoyed, and the store never
opened again. A few days after the
bust, one of the founders of the store,
who had not been caught in the bust,
was pulled over in his car while driving
through Oakland. When his car was
searched, police could not find the ex-
pected herb, so they busted him for bur-
glary. The real charge, no doubt, was
stealing the spirit of youth away from
Babylon.

While the people who started the

_store expected the response they got

from the youth of East Oakland to reg-
gae music, they did not fully expect,
and were not totally prepared for, the
response they got from the police. At
least they did not expect the viciousness

and intensity of the attack, Partly. this

was because they underestimated’ just
what kind of dictatorship exists in the
U.S.—including over culture, especially
the culture and artists of the oppressed
nationalities. Discs, Wheels and Sports
was linking the Oakland ghetto to an in-
ternational current of revolutionary art,
a current that has roots that run through
many countries in Africa, to the explod-
ing cities of England, as well as from
reggae’s Jamaican homeland. The po-

lice:and their masters: are very worried
about the potential of Black people,
especially the youth, to play a vanguard
role in destroying imperialism. The
liberating, probing spirit of reggae is ex-
actly the kind of thing they are despe-
rately trying to keep from taking root in
places like East Oakland.

With the bust, the police were not on-
ly trying to stop the work of Discs,
Wheels and Sports, they were also send-
ing out a message to those who develop-
ed and popularized reggae music—
*‘those who tamper with the ghetto will
be smashed.”” Some of the edge was
taken off this message when most of
those whom the police were pressing
charges against managed to slip out of
the country. (All of the arrested were
immigrants from Jamaica—which no
doubt added to the official frenzy, Not
only were the people Black, and the or-
ganizers of a center of revolutionary
culture, they were not even from the
U.S.! Not a shred of allegiance to the
flagl) By June 10, Discs, Wheels and
Sports had been completely closed
down and many of its founders were
out of the country. But Babylon was
not finished. June 10 was the date of
Ivie’'s murder.

One official news story had it that the
murder was just random rasta violence.
The police version was that it was justa
drug-related killing. But Ivie did not
touch drugs, except for herb, well
known as a sacrament of the Rastafa-
rian religion. He had no known ene-
mies, except for those who had reasons
for wanting to destroy what he stood
for, those who attacked and closed
down Discs, Wheels and Sports. They
had a message they wanted to deliver in
blood.

The police had the means to carry out

‘such a killing and make it look like a

drug dealer’s vendetta. (Extensive ties
between the police and local drug deal-
ers have been coming to light in a num-
ber of recent, minor scandals in trials of
heroin dealers, and in East Oakland
over the last month there have been a
number of murders that are tied into a
battle for the control of the heroin
trade. And it is well known that nobody
is more familiar with dope-pushing
than pigs.) Not only did they have the
means to make it look like a vendetta,
but the record shows that the principal
way that the police went after Discs,
Wheels and Sports and those associated
with it was by themselves: setting up
“drug-related’” busts. In ‘this light,
police claims of a ‘‘drug-related’’ mur-
der are not only no big surprise, but
could even be interpreted as a form of
bragging!

Furthermore, more evidence of the °

terms of this murder, if not exactly who
pulled the trigger, has emerged: a series
of threatening phone calls to one
woman who was a friend of Ivie's, part
of the extended group around the Discs,

‘Wheels and Sports. She is also known

to be deeply involved in promoting and
popularizing reggae music. After lvie's
death, she started getting calls threaten-
ing herself and reggae music. ‘‘Another
Dred will die,”’ was one such call. The
calls are a signature on Ivie's murder
and a desperate attempt to stop what is
bursting out all over the world and right
in the Oakland ghetto.

This woman said, “When I play Bob
Marley or Steel Pulse in this neighbor-
hood, the disco machines go off. I have
to watch it when I play Linton Kwesi
Johnson's ‘Smash Their Brains.” It
echoes up and down the block. But like
Marley, I feel reggae music has a mess-
age and I'm not about to stop putting
out that message."’ O
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Correspondence on Brecht

Dear RW;

I .am not an expert on Brecht, or on
theater, but I would like to enter into
the debate on Brecht with some obser-
vations on The Good Woman of Sze-
chuan, having recently seen a local pro-
duction of ‘it.

The RW correspondence on Brecht
has' described his ‘attempt to create
theater which “‘forces” people to think
(as though we didn't do that already),
rather than sweeping them away in‘an
emotional tide. For me, the division
between thinking and feeling is not so

clear—having throught about the play a.

great deal, / hate'it.

The' plot of the play is this: Three
gods come to earth to do some investi-
gation to settle a debate on the resolu-
tion, *‘The world can stay as it is if
enough people are found living lives
worthy of human beings.’" (Prologue)
If they can find just one good person,
the shit can stay the same. They find a
“good™ woman, Shin Te, the prover-
bial hooker-with-the-heart-of-gold in
Szechuan, who sacrifices a trick to allow
them to spend the night at her place.
Much relieved to find one *‘good’’ per-
son, they congratulate her for her vir-
tue, only to be told that she will have to
sell herself that.day to pay the rent. The
gods condescend to give her 1,000
pieces of silver so thal she can avoid
breaKing their rules and can continue to
be “*good.’” With the money, she buys a
small tobacco shop and begins her
“good” works, such as giving away
free bowls of rice and cigareties, and
offering her home to destitute relatives.
However, beset on the one hand by her
sniveling, greedy, oafish relatives, and
on the other hand by'the landlord, she
is:unable to ““make it’* and be “‘good"
at the same time. So she adopts the per-
sona of a shrewd businessman cousin,
Shui Ta, to kick out her relatives and
arrange a rich marriage to bail her out.
She then falls in love with an oppor-
tunist jerk who agrees to marry-her for
the sole purpose of ripping her off, In-
credibly, she loves him (o the end
because he needs her. (Pardon me while
I retch.) As the play progresses, the
“good woman’® is forced to adopt the
persona of her capitalist cousin more
frequently, culminating in a six-month
streich when she becomes a “‘tobacco
king”’ in order to be ableto continue to;
do ‘‘good” works and to provide a
future for her unborn child. In the end,
the masses get pissed off about being
exploited by the capitalist Shui Ta, and
miss the free bowls of rice from “‘the
angel of the slums.”” So they accuse
Shui Ta of having murdered Shin Te,
and a trial ensues. Her judges are the
three gods, to whom she reveals her
dual identity, and pleads that they get
her out of this fix. They refuse to
acknowledge her dilemma, since that
would necessitate changing their rules,
and ride off ona cloud. The last line of
the play is Shin Te crying, “‘Help!”’

If one looks to Brecht for revolu-
tionary communist art, it seems (0 me
that this play, at least, must be judged a
piece of revisionist trash. It certainly
sharpens up the question of what
“revolutionary’ and “‘communist™
mean in the realm of culture!

In the Yenan Forum on Literature
and Ari, Mao speaks of the primary
task of artists as understanding the peo-
ple and knowing them well, and of the
fundamental task as being to expose the
dark forces which oppress the masses
and to extol the revolutionary struggles
of the masses. [ think that Good
Woman flunks big on all counts.

To begin with, the play promotes the
line that the masses are asses, who think
of little beyond their next bowl of rice.
(This line was the source of some strug-
gle between the actors and the director
of this local production, with some of
the actors struggling to give their
characters more “‘dignity’” where the
director emphasized “buffoonery.”” A
second reading of the play convinced
me that the **masses are asses’” line was
Brecht’s own.) Most of the characters
never rise above peity backstabbing and

fn RW No. 91 (February 6, 1981} we
called on revolutionary-minded artists
and others to debate within the pages of
the paper the role of the playwright Ber-
talt Brecht—to coniribute (o an evalua-
tion of s works and theories. Brecht
wrote during the critical years surroun-
ding the last world war, associating
himself with communism and struggl-
ing (o apply.Marxism to the creation of
revolutionary art. Today, as we ap-
proach another such critical juncture,
his works are being widely performed
and his methods and theories are being
hotly discussed. The questions involved
are far from resolved, either broadly or
among communists and revolu-
tionaries. At the hearl of the struggle
around Brecht lie overall questions of

thievery in their desperate scramble to
stay alive. The “‘good woman’' herself
is'a dimwit who'continually gets herself
(and others) into'trouble by giving away
what she doesn't have, and who allows
herself to be fucked over, literally and
figuratively, by the masses in the pro-
cess where the revolutionary struggles
and heroism!of the people of Iran, or El
Salvador, or China (where the reyolu-
tion was going on at the time this play
was being written) or anywhere else
comes from. You look at this play and
think, “These are the masses who are
the makers of history, the future
masters of society??? Are you
kidding???"" Is this view of the masses a
case of understanding the people and
knowing them well? NO!

I think that part of the reason the
play winds up with'such a'stinking view
of the masses is that its exposure of the
“*dark forces** is politically wrong. One
of the elements of Brecht’s work that is
supposed to be revolutionary is his at-
tempt to portray the blind social forces
at work in society which force in-

dividuals to act as they do. But how

does he see these forces? In Good
Wonian, the contradiction presented is
that ‘the “‘goodness” of philanthropy

_than pose

revolution vs. revisionism, -particularly
as applied in the sphere of art and
literature. Such an evaluation necessari-
Iy confronts, for instance, the matter of
the Popular Front pursued by the inter-
national communist movemenl during
the period he wrote, and the legacy of
that line today as it applies (o the strug-
gle'in the cultural arena.

We urge those of you who are involy-
ed in doing Brecht or grappling with
questions of revolutionary art and
politics.to assist in this evaluation. For
earlier contributions, please sée RWs

" No. 99, 101 and 104. As part of conti-

nuing this process, we are printing the
Jollowing letter sent by "a co-
conspirator. ™’

(free bowls of rice, etc:) is impossible
without the exploitation of capitalism.
Isn’t this:a thoroughly bourgeois notion
of goodness and therefore isn’t the con-
tradiction posed in bourgeois terms? Is
the problem of capitalism that we are
not able to give and receive free bowls
of rice, or that those who produce the
wealth of society are not the masters of
it in all spheres (which is the root of the
problem of distribution)? For the pro-
letariat, does “‘goodness’’ reside in
charitable works, or in leading the fight
to smash all exploitation and advance
to the liberation of all mankind? Vir-
tue, like art, does have a class
character, and in this instance, Brecht
has got'it all wrong.

However, Good Woman does more
the contradiction on
bourgeois terms—the play gives a bour-
geois answer: blame it on the masses.
The play is not exactly even-handed in
allocating the blame between the
capitalists and the masses for Shin Te's
ability to remain ‘‘good." Shin Te gives
a succinct statement of this in her final
speech to the gods:

“Your world is not an easy one,
illustrious ones!
When we extend our hand to a

NOW AVAILABLE!

“Bob Avakian Speaks on the Mao Tsetung Defendants
Railroad and the Historic Battles Ahead" is ihe text of a speech
by Bob Avakian, Chairman of the Central Committee of the
Revolutionary Communist Party, USA delivered on November 18,
1979 in Washington D.C. at a rally of over 800 people at an im-
portant juncture in the battle to free Comrade Avakian and the
16 other Mao Tselung Defendants, arrested on charges tofaling
241 years each. The government had been forced to retreat and
maneuver, temporarily dropping all charges in the case in the
face of broad and very active support for the defendants all
across the country. Since that time the decision to drop the
charges has been overturned in federal appeals court and the

government's railroad is back on lrack.

Comrade Avakian's speech, delivered at a crucial turning
paint in the battie sums up what the government was up to at
that particular point in the case and goes deeply into why they
are going after the RCP and why they came down so viciously
on the January 29, 1979 demonstration against Deng Xiaoping's
visit to Washington D.C., which the charges against the Mao
Tsetung Defendants stem from. Even more significant is Comrade
Avakian's profound and sweeping presentation on the objective
situation today facing revolutionaries and the masses of people,
the real necessity and possibility for making revolution in the
period ahead and urgently preparing to do so today. Finally, he
speaks powerfully for an uncompromisingly internationalist and
revolutionary stand in support of the struggle of the people of

Iran, who nad just delivered a body blow to U.S. imperialism with
the taking of the U.S. Embassy and hostages in Tehran.

Contains the text of “lran It's Not Our Embassy:”

previously published as a separale pamphlel.

beggar, he tears it off for us
When we help the lost, we are
lost oursevles.”'

The true revolutionary character of
the masses—which does exist, and
which we see being unleashed all

.around us, from Iran, to El Salvador to

Britain, etc.—is not an inherent quality,
nor is it brought forward by the quest
for bowls of rice. Rather, itis unleashed
by the fight to end oppression. **Guns
of Brixton’’ by the Clash does not scru-
tinize the shortcomings of the masses,
but rather poses sharply the question of
capitulation or resistance—to the forces
of the state, not the masses. And clear-
ly, the Clash promotes resistance.
(““When they knock on your door, How
you gonna come, With you hands on
your head or the trigger of a gun?”’) If
Good Woman were set in Brixton in
1981, the magnificent rebellions there
would probably have been portrayed in
terms not too different from the New
York Times or CBS—the rabble in the
streets reducing their own neighbor-
hoods to rubble in séarch -of a more
stable source of fish 'n” chips.

Some who like this play have told me
that they think it is “good’’ or *‘revolu-
tionary’’ or even ‘‘revolutionary com-
munist’’ because it ‘‘exposes’ the
system, even though they acknowledge
that it has definite ““weaknesses’ in its
portrayal of the masses. 1 have shown
why I think the “‘exposure’ is proble-
matical, but beyond that, is the por-
trayal of thé masses a minor point, or a
dividing line? At this point in history,
how can anything be revolutionary that
promotes the line that the masses are
asses, because who is going to make the
revolution? How can anything be called
communist that does not clearly target
capitalism as the source of all oppres-
sion? What are we fighting against? Or
for??? In opening our eyes to the class
struggle raging in the cultural arena, let
us not overlook cardinal questions of
line, which are in fact dividing lines. If
one does not separate revolutionary
communsit politics from revisionism,
then what is to be upheld?-

A Co-Conspirator

$1.50 (plus: $.50 poslage)

Available from RCP Publications

© P.0. Box 3486, Chicago, IL 60654
or at the bookstore in your area.
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Palestinian rebels.

The following are excerpts from an
extensive nterview with an Arab-
American activist who recently travell-
ed to Lebanon, the West Bank, Jordan
and Syria as part of a group tour spon-
sored by the Arab Cultural Foundation
in the U.S. Last week in RW No. 1135,
another member of the tour was inter-
viewed about the recent Israeli bomb-
ings of Lebanon. This week’s interview
concentrates on the gccupied lerritory
in the West Bank. Readers in the
Chicago area will be interested fo
Jollow further testimony on the struggle
of the Palestinian people at the Mass
Proletarian War Crimes Tribunal hear-
ings in Chicago on the weekend of
August 7-9.

R W: What did you see of the Israclfoc-
cupation on the West Bank?

Answer: One thing that dawned on me
as it happened was that each person
would say the same thing over and over.
A lot of times when we went to visit
people who were the head of the
engineering society or the head of some
social service organization or a union
leader, they'd always say the same
thing: “Well, I'm sorry you' had to
come visit me, but I'm under city arrest,
and so I have limitations on my
ability.”” What that meant was, they
didn’t even have to give a reason for ci-
ty arrest, they were just put under ar-
rest, and sometimes house arrest. And
it was poets and mayors and all kinds of
people. What that meant was you
couldn’t leave your house. Or you
couldn’t leave the city. And for a
mayor, the mayor of acity can’t go talk
to a mayor of another city. And one ex-
ample I know, Bessam Shaka (the
Palestinian Mayor of Nablus—R W)
told us was that he was invited by, their
sister city—they had a sister city in
Ireland and he was invited by them—to
go to Ireland. They refused to let him
leave.

I'm not naive about what Israel is, or
didn’t know that Arabs were third class
citizens: but when'l got there, knowing
something intellectually and being part
of it is a whole different thing. One

thing that happened was that, for in-.

stance, | knew that Bessam Shaka was
under city arrest, but it didn’t even
dawn on me what that meant until we
went to visit him. When we went 1o visit
him we took a small bus up to his
house. He wasn't there, and there was a
guy at the gate who said that he went 1o

" his brother’s house, and his brother is

inisuch and suchi place. So we took the
bus over to where his brother’s house
was and he wasn’t there either. So we
started to take the bus back and this car
pulled up'in front of us. In the car was
Bessam Shaka going, ‘*Hey, here I am,
come on."” And then behind him was a
jeep with 4 armed Israeli soldiers, with
automalic weapons. So we figured that
was the escort and we went with him to
the place. It didn’t really occur to me.
And then when we got there, an Israeli
soldier jumped out of the jeep, walked
up o the bus, and when we started to
come down, you know, stood there
with his gun and said, ‘“You can't get
off this bus. Everybody here is not
allowed off the bus.” [
And so Bessam Shaka, who has a
wooden leg and has crutches, started to
gel on the bus, and they stood in front

of him with a gun, and said, ‘*“Youcan’t -

get on this bus.”” And instead of being

intimidated by 4 Israeli soldiers he’

started arguing with them. [ can’t
remember everything that was said, but
there was this ‘whole long argument,

saying, **They’re my guests and they’re
coming in to visit.”” He said, “These are
Arab-American visitors from the
United States. We want to hear what
they have to say, they want to hear what
we have to say.” But the soldier just
wouldn’t let us out. He started to argue
and said, to Bessam Shaka, “‘It’s for
your own security'’; which is real
strange because it’s pretty well known
that his car, him and Kareem Kalif
(another Palestinian mayor—R W) and
some other people had a bomb go offin
their car that was put there by the
Israelis. So'to say that we couldn’t visit
him for security purposes was a real
joke. And he ‘got really upset and
started yelling, *'Security purposes!”’
He kept saying, “You’re the occupier,
and ['m the occupied.” He was scream-
ing it too, you know. The guy had a lot
of guts, especially then. Then after that
the Israeli soldiers told him something
like, *“It took us both nine months to be
born.”” And Bessam Shaka said
something like, he said it poetically, but
the essence of it was, “You were born

1979. Student prisoners in an Israeli West Bank jail—arrested en masse
after a confrontation with Israeli troops. ; _

to be a soldier, you're a soldier, and
when they tell you to shoot me what are
you going to do?" The soldier walked
off. We couldn’t get near them for two
hours, until the military governor of the
West Bank said that it was okay for us
to visit him, and then they let us off the
bus.

And then after his house, we follow-""

ed him to an electricity plant. It's real
interesting because occupation isn’t just
segregation of people or it isn’t just arm-
ed people running around stopping in-
dividual freedoms. I mean they dealt
with economic freedoms too. One thing
was they didn't want the town of
Nablus to have its own electricity that
wasn't tied into the Israeli’ grid. They
figured no matter what kind of control
they had, they'll have the power to shut
them off. The town had raised its own
money and built their own electrical
power plant. They'd been offered
money from the outside. The military
governor wouldn't let any outside funds
come in, or they’d written it into their
city taxes. The military governor
decides: you submit a budget and'they
decide what is acceptable and what’s
not. So they have total control in some
ways. But basically the Palestinians
built it anyway, and then they were going
to have a big celebration. The lsraelis
didn’t ban the celebration immediately,

but when they realized the people were'

going to come out in big numbers, and
it was going to be a show of economic
independence, you know, they freaked

‘out. First they stopped one of the other

mayors from another city from coming
to visit, then they stopped Bessam
Shaka from attending the thing himself
by gunpoint. When he got out'of the car
and started to walk there on his crut-
ches, they told him that, yeah he could
do that, they wouldn’t stop him, but if
he did they would take the jeep driver
and put him in jail for the rest of his
life. So he backed off basically.

He wasn't the only person, we met a
lady that was in charge of a women'’s or-

ganization that has an orphanage, day

care; il teaches women to sew, it has a
Palestinian cultural development league
that does research on cultural develop-
ment. The woman that was the head of
that organization was under city arrest,

I ‘mel an 80 year old grandma. I
shouldn’t call her that, really, because
at one point she was on the executive
committee: of the PLO, when it first
started. But, I mean, she was generally

_harmless in terms of direct military










Conlinued from page 14
United States. . ..They felt like that the
American people had to wake up, they
had {o know what was going on, and
that we could play some role in that. . ..

I think they were interested in ex-
changing. For instance they were in-
terested in coming to the United States,
a lot rof them, and getting to know
American stbdents. They were in-
terested in what forms of rebellion
American students were a part.of, how
did they deal with oppression in their
own society, how did they deal with op-
pression: in-other countries. For them,
that's.a part of life, that’s the way they
lock at life: what's going on in the
world, what can be done about /i,
what’s going on in our own lives, what
can be done about it. They expect that
from other people. I think they would
have a hard time understanding that
that level of activity is not the norm in
the United States. . ..

They saw themselves as part of a
world-in-ferment movement, they
didn't see themselyes as just Palestinian
students. There’s also a particular in-
terest on their part in developments in
the Arab world as a whole too. They
were very clear on Lhe different Arab
regimes. They put a lot of hope in the
students and youth of those countries as
well, the revolutionary movements in
those countries. :

One thing at Bir Zeit was real in-
teresting was that you couldn’t

graduate from Bir Zeit without doing a .

whole section of community work. So
you had to go work in the camps, or

‘with the peasants, that was a part of the

FRIDAY, AUGUST 7

SATURDAY, AUGUST 8
Noon-4pm, 6pm-1Opm

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9

university to graduate.

RW;: When was the university establish-
ed? How could they function as a center
for Palestine resistance in the middle of
this occupation?

Answer: 1 don't think the Israelis can
do very much about it, other than to
shut down the whole university, and
they’re thinking about doing that, and
have done that before. I think that the
Israelis really are doing a lot to'stop
them. The Israelis now are'in charge of
the junior high schogls and grade
schools, the lower grades. They ex-
amine the textbooks so that the proper
view of history is in them. They rewrite
them. They oversee that, you know.
They make sure education is what they
want education to be. Historically they
haven’t done that in higher institutions,
but they just passed a law saying that
has to.applyto curriculum and specifics
of curriculum, development of cur-
riculum in the higher institutions. Right
now, the college is not going along with
it. The other thing they do is like this:
the president of Bir Zeit, one day he got
a telegram that said, “*“Why are your
students rebelling? What are you going
to do aboutit?'" He sent a letter saying,
“I can't do anything about it.”" The
next day he found himself sitting on the
border of Lebanon, with nothing, They
came in and dragged him, threw him in
a jeep, put 'him on the border of
Lebanon and said, ‘“‘Get going. And

Mass Proletarian War Crimes
Tribunal to Open in Chicago

"6-10 PM, RUIZ BELVIS HALL, 1632 N. MILWAUKEE

LAWSON Y.M.C.A, 30 W, CHICAGO AVE.

4-8 PM RUIZ BELVIS HALL 1632 N. MILWAUKEE

Written or taped testimony and financial contributions should be sent
to: TRIBUNAL, 542 S. Dearborn, No. 906, Chicago, IL 60605

For more information call
(312) 922-1140 in Chicago
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Existing Israeli settlements in the
West Bank, and those planned for
completion within the next year
and a half.

(left) Israel] destruction of Palesti-
nian homes in East Jerusalem. En-
tire foreground is site of already
demolished homes. Upper left are
new homes built exclusively for
Israeglis. _

(Below) Palestinian home in Rafah
refugee camp in the Gaza Strip,
marked with a red “X” by Israeli
aluthor!t.'es for demolition and evic-
tion.

don't come back.”" That happens a lot
too. They just throw people out of the
country whenever they feel like it,
especially leaders. If they see this
political leader, if they don’t kill you,
they throw you out.

Another way they dovit, thereisn’t-an
agricultural college in any of the univer-
sities. You have to'apply to make a new
section .of the college. They never pass
your application. They fart around with
it, basically, the military government
does.

Another way they do it is that the col-
lege is in!the process of building-a new
campus. It's partially operational. So
they purchased two buses. The military
governor will not give them permission
to use the twobuses. Not only that, but at
night somebody blew up one of the buses.
And so they have this one really old bus
that they have to go back and forth on.

You can go on and on, They come'in
and shut down stuff all the time. Out-
side teachers have to get an OK from
the government to teach there, and
basically they don’t do it. Or if you're a
teacher there and you have a visa, or
working papers, they OK your working
papers 30.days at a time, and you have
to go to the military governor every 30
days. They harass you or they ask you
questions,. and if you're nol positive
they cancel your visa.

The school is an example of really
how everything is. They haye so'many

Areas of Testimony in Chicago will be

® The Western Hemisphere: Central America with a focus on El Salvador.
Nicaragua and Guatemala: South America with emphasis on Chile; the

Caribbean: Native Americans,

@ The Middle East and Africa: including testimony an Palesting, Iran, Africa

with emphasis onisouthern Africa,

@® The Pacific Rim: including testimony on the bombing and effects in Japan.
@ On the question of milltary and war: Including a facus on Vietnam; and
testimony on the developrnent of nuclear weaponry and science and

technology:

@ Europe: especially testimony on Eastern European countries with.emphasis

on Poland.

Hearings of the tribunal will be held in

Atlanta: September 11, 12 and 13th.

New York City: October 23, 24 and 25th.
To participate and/or for further information, contact:

War Crimes Tribungal

249 West 18th/Street

New York City, New York 10003
(212):242-3900

Israeli settiement in the West Bank
according tothe World Zionist

.

Existing and planned-
2 urban setilements
2 rural sattlements

0 Milas 10
om——ee ]

4

ways, very small ways, that they make
things difficult to go on, and bigger and
bigger ways: to killing you. So you have
the level where you can’t get your
paperwork done or you have to wait in
long lines and the governor tells you to
come back tomorrow just because he
didn’t feel like it, It’s just a form of
harassment. Or they kill you. . ..

But the thing that I got overall and I
think is really impertant, is that even in
Lebanon and everyplace else, even the
relatively free places, or in Jordan or
whatnot, I didn’t see the same spirit
that was there in the West Bank. In the
West Bank I felt that the people were
angry, there was a resistance that was
real powerful. There was no resignation
to their fate. There was a positiveness, a
movement among people. People were
always thinking about new things and
thinking about how they would react,
and how they could do things. The
West Bank, it seems to me, has been an
area of resistance for a long time. We
haven't seen what’s possible yet, we
really: haven’t. It’s interesting that the
Israelis, the form their oppression takes
right'now, is such that it keeps the peo-
ple rebelling, and there’s this bubbling,
a bubbling up:of rebellion. But they're
always careful not to make that little bit
more of a leap so that the whole society
rebels. And that seems like a real
possibility. I wonder how and if the
Israelis could contain it if it happens.
I'm not sure they could, even with the
sophisticated arms, and everybody be-
ing a soldier. .. 0

or
Box 582

65620 Selma Ave.

Los Angeles CA 90028
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On Reagan

Continued from page 3

timidate all those that are vicumized by and oppose
them and to be used as a reservein crushing resistance,
rebellion and the forces of revolution.

This is not to say that the “‘rise of the right” is a
mere media invention without any material reality or
force; There is a growing polarization within' the U.S.,
including a prowing and more organized reactionary
pole among sections of the American people. Reagan,

after all, did get millions of votes and this does reflect’

something. But, as we have pointed out, rhis was hard-
Iy the expressed “‘will®® of the majority of people inithe
U.S. Only about half (or slightly more) of the eligible
voters even bothered to vote, with Reagan’s support
coming from sections of the petty bourgeoisie, and
more bourgeoisified workers who consider themselves
and make decisions politically much like the petty
bourgeoisie—as small property owners, fax payers,
etc. The point is not (as the CWP has taken to saying
in atiempting to appeal to bourgeois-democratic pre-
judices and the lowest common denominator in gene-
ral) that “*Reagan has no'mandate® since he was elect-
ed by only a minority of the population (or eligible

previous: presidents and he has no less and no more
““mandate’’ than the ruling class and the imperialist
system in general. Rather the point is that it is hardly
surprising that, at a time when a revolutionary situa-
tion does not exist and is not immediately on the hori-
zon, when there is not yet a powerful enough revolu-
tionary movement led by class-conscious proletarian
forces capable of posing a real alternative, but there is
a deepening crisis and the petty bourgeoisie and more
privileged workers are being squeezed harder than in:
the past several decades, many among them will sup-
port a *‘turn to the right’'—a more openly reactionary
p'r{.)gram—»in the hopes it will restore their previous po-
sition.

The profound lesson to be:drawn fromall this is pre-
cisely the importance of grasping the motion and de-
velopment of the contradictions of the imperialist’
system, on a world scale, of the histori¢c conjuncture
currently shaping up, with not only its looming pros-:
pects of world war but also its heightened prospects
for advancing, perhaps in unprecedented ways, the
revolutionary advance of the proletariat throughout
the world toward the abolition of the imperialist sysg
tem and all exploiting systems, with all their outrages
and horrors, including war. It is the importance of ac-
tively preparing for and working toward the ripening
ofta revolutionary crisis in the U.S. while firmly carry-
ing out an internationalist line and doing everything to

lhroughout the world. For, if it is true that the greatest
contribution to the communist goal of the internation-
al proletariat that can be made in the U.S. in this pe-
riod is the overthrow of U.S. imperialism and the es-
tablishment of the revolutionary dictatorship of the
proletariat in its place, it is certainly no less true that
the course of the revolutionary movement in'the U.S.
and even the prospects for victory will be decisively in-
fluenced by the overall course of the revolutionary
struggles in the world as a whole. More specifically,
the possibilities of winning necessary sections of the
petty bourgeoisie and more bourgeoisified workers, in-
cluding some who! had previously ‘‘swung to the
right,"" over to support for—or at least *‘friendly neu-
trality’” toward—the proletarian revolution in the
U.S., as well as the ability to'minimize concessions to
them will (as indicated in the New Programme of the
RCP) be significantly influenced by the whole interna-
tional situation, international struggle and alignment
of forces. With all this in mind, it is not demoraliza-
tion, disorientation and paralysis but the pgreater
awareness of the revolutionary potential, not just in
the U.S. but internationally, ‘and greater determina-
tion to work toward and strengthen the basis to seize
and maximize all possibilities—it is this that should in-
spire everyone who! hates imperialism and its crimes
and longs to bid farewell forever to all the Falwells,
Reagans and Begins and the rotten, murderous old

voters)—in that he is no different than a great many

support. and ‘advance the revolutionary struggle

world of which they are fitting guardians. |

Continued from page 2

with a foreign debt of $3 billion, the
highest .per capita foreign debt of any
country in the world. Not surprisingly,
Panama is suffering from the same in-
flation/unemployment problems that
are shaking the entire U.S.-dominated
financial system, with inflation rising to
near 20% and more than 1 out of 10
Panamanians- unable to find work.

Even with this economic mess things
are cconomically better in Panama than
they are in the rest of Central America
though the same underlying crisis that
has put the U.S. in an increasingly
desperate position in the region is mak-
ing itself increasingly evident in
Panama, including sparking heightened
struggie by the Panamanian masses. In-
deed, Panama’s history has been
characterized by widespread hatred of
the U.S., with revolutionary turmoil
and anti-American upheavals occurring
periodically since the U.S. first ripped it
off from Colombia in 1903 in order to
build and own the Panama Canal.
While the rest of Panama was set up as
an “‘independent’’ country—that is
directly ruled by a succession of
U.S.-backed puppets—the 500 square
mile. Canal Zone remained under the
direct celonial control of the U.S. and
became the foremost symbol of U.S.
imperialist . domination, and the main
target of numerous anti-American pro-
tests and struggles.

This 'struggle reached new heights
during the 1960s, touched off by a
rebellion in 1964, when Panamanian
students marched on the Canal Zone
flying a Panamanian flag, and were met
by U.S. troops; 3,000 Panamanians
joined in the fighting, and it spread
from the Pacific to the Atlantic side of
the €anal Zone and into the/interior. By
the time it had ended, 28 people had
been killed, 300 wounded and 500 ar-
rested—nearly all of them Panama-
nians. The struggle intensified and
splits broke out in Panama’s
bourgeoisie over whether or not to de-
mand a new canal treaty and the return
of the Canal Zone; the original treaty
had guaranteed the Canal Zone to the
U.S. “in perpetuity.’" General Torrijos
rode this mass upheaval to power in
Panama, calling for the U.S. to turn
over the Canal to Panama and laun-
ching a successful coup from his posi-
tion as head of the National Guard.
Torrijos’ partner in the coup, later forc-
ed into exile in the U.S., told the Miami
Herald last year, ‘““The 1968 situation in
my country was chaotic. We were close
to a civil war. That was why the coup
was needed.”

“Stabilizing’’ Panama, under con-
tinued U.S. domination, was the driv-
ing force behind Torrijos” actions from
the moment he took power. He called
for renegotiating the canal treaty, retur-
ning the Canal Zone to the Panamanian
governmernt and giving the new govern-
ment jurisdiction over the canal’s
operations. He also brought militant
students and other radicals into the
government, as well as the revisionist
People’s Party (the pro-Moscow CP)in
an attempt to head off the political tur-
moil that was rocking the country.

Despite Torrijos’ demagogic ‘‘anti-
imperialist’® rantings to the contrary,
none of this represented a' serious move
towards self-determination or national
independence. He never challenged the
U.S." overwhelming military presence
and his economic proposals were
perfectly consistent with U.S. re-

quirements; encouraging more foreign’

investment, promotion of Panama as
an international financial center, and
increasing tourism were among the key
aspects of the plan.

But by giving the state apparatus a
key role inall this, Torrijos was cutting
out some old-line sections of the
Panamanian landlord and bourgeois
classes in'favor of other sections of the
bourgeoisie and petty bourgeoisie, who
saw opportunities for gaining a share of’
the: spoils of imperialism through their
participation in the state. And this was
dependent on' keeping on Torrijos’
good side.

The U.S. loved Torrijos’ economic
plan, but was more than a little uptight
initially with his calls for the return of
the canal. In fact, there is some
evidence that the CIA tried to over-
throw: him, at least once. Nevertheless,
by the mid-’70s that Torrijos® combina-
tion of demagogy and imperialist
economics was the best thing the U.S.
had going in Panama. The Canal would
remain a target of the masses as long as
1J.S. domination was so blatant, and
the struggle in Panama had turned it in-
to an international issue—one which
was seriously hurting a U.S. already be-
ing battered in other parts of the world,
especially Vietnam. But as long as there
was going to be a struggle around the
Canal, Torrijos was the perfect
““leader”’ from the U.S. standpoint. He
had already told the U.S. that all he
wanted was to eliminate the “‘causes of
the conflict”” between Panama and the
U.S., his position made him extremely
susceptible to pressure from
U).S.-controlled financial institutions,
and his carefully built up image as an
“anti-imperialist”” would make the
eventual deal struck look like the best
that could happen to the people of
Panama, rather than just another im-
perialist maneuver. Thus, the U.S.
decided that its best bet was to
renegotiate some sort of Canal treaty
with Torrijos that still left it fundamen-
tally under U.S. control rather than try-
ing to overthrow him and face further
and more widespread rebellion ‘in
Panama.

The Carter-Torrijos  treaty of 1977
was the result. It left the U.S. in
physical-control of the Canal until the
year 2000, and in actual control in-
definitely. It gave the U.S. the right to
intervene militarily any time it felt that
the operation 'of the Canal was
threatened, which obviously would in-
clude any future upheavals in Panama,
to send its ships through the Canal
whenever it deemed necessary, and (o
maintain U.S. troops, training centers
and bases in the Canal Zone until the
Canal itself was turned over to the
Papamanian government. It also in-
cluded a guarantee that Panama would
not be able to jack up charges on ships
crossing through thé Canal to increase
its. own treasury at the expense of the

monopoly capitalist shipping concerns
that use the route. And the U.S. includ-
ed the same rights to control in future
canals that might be built across
Panama, since the current Canal is
already: too small to handle some oil
tankers and other massive ships. (There.
have already been studies conducted on
the possible building of a sea-level canal
that could accommodate larger vessels.)
As for the Canal Zone, the only change
here is that the Panamanian flag, rather
than the American imperial flag, is now
flying over it.

This treaty is Torrijos’ main claim to
fame as *“‘the man who took the Canal
back from the U.S.”” While there were
highly publicized differences within the
U.S. bourgeoisie over this treaty, the

“main effect of the bourgeois opposi-

tion’s call to hold onto direct colonial
control of the zone was to unleash their
reactionary, social base, whip up na-
tional chauvinism, and promote the
view. that America has the *‘right’’ to
rule every corner of the globe, Part of
this *‘opposition’” necessitated. calling
Torrijos a *‘tinhorn dictator,”” in the
freedom-loving words of Ronald
Reagan, and pointing out that Teddy
Roosevelt would never let such a small-
timer stand up to the big, bad U.S."The
more suchicalls were issued in the U.S.
the more the U.S. and Torrijos made

political capital out of them in Panama’

and other parts of Latin America to
“‘prove’’ that the treaty really-was a
blow against U.S. imperialism and that
any who opposed it were acting in the
1J.S.” interests. The upshot of all this
was that the treaty passed both the U.S.
Senate and a plebiscite of the Panama-
nian people, and that both!the U.S. and
its main Panamanian lackeys got a lot
of political mileage out of it. .

After signing the treaty, Torrijos of-
ficially *‘retired’" from the presidency,
appointing his protegé, Aristedes Royo,
to replace him, while he held onto the
real reins of power through his continu-
ing control of the National Guard.
When the U.S. needed a place to send
its dying ex-Shah of Iran, Torrijos was
more than willing to do the U.S.” bid-
ding, and offered Panama'’s Contadora
Island as a temporary refuge. But mass
demonstrations in the streets by the
Panamanian people convinced Torrijos
that this had been a mistake. Not only
was the presence of the former Shah
threatening to tarnish his carefully
cultivated image, but it was also upset-
ting Panama’s carefully cultivated
“stability.” Thus, Panama threatened
to begin extradition proceedings against
the former King of Kings, and he went
scurrying off to Egypt.

Similar ““differences of opinion®’ be-
tween the U.S. and Torrijos have
recently surfaced over Nicaragua and El
Salvador. In the final months of
Somoza's rule, Torrijos began supply-
ing a.small number of weapons to'a sec-
tion of the Sandinistas, and he recently
has called for ‘‘negotiations’’ between
the U.S.’s fascist junta and the opposi-
tion in El Salvador, having friends on
both sides, In both cases, he was mainly
a part of the U.S.’s *‘division of labor’*
in Central America, as in the case with
Lopez-Portillo, of Mexico, a way of
keeping influence in opposition

movements even while the U.S. backs
those they are fighting against to the
hilt. In particular ip El Salvador, Torri-

_jos was greatly concerned with the

maintenance of power by the army, and
he saw ““negotiations’’ as the best way
of preventing its disintegration. In any
case, where there were public dif-
ferences, they have been purely'tactical;
they were debates over the best methods
of gaining ‘‘stability’’ in Central
America, under the present status quo.

These ‘‘differences,!” and the fact
that Fidel Castro praised Torrijos as
one who “‘selffessly and tirelessly work-
ed toward the liberation of the peoples
of the Caribbean and Central
America,” and a Soviet radio charge
that the CIA might have assassinated
Torrijos, have all fueled some specula-
tion on the part of a number of forces
that the U.S. wanted Torrijos out of the
way, and that his plane crash was the
result. While this cannot be totally rul-
ed out, it does not seem likely, It is true
that the Torrijos image had been slipp-
ing of late inside Panama, and as his
usefulness has declined a number of
other Panamanian reactionaries have
stepped forward to offer themselyves to
the U.S. as better ‘‘guarantors of
stability’’; but except for the Torrijos
rhetoric he did little to challenge the
U.S. And it is apparent that the U.S.
does not as yet have a:desired successor
to the throne. In fact it appears that
they are worried about the instability
that the current ‘‘power vacuum’’ in
Panama may precipitate.

As to why the Soviets or Cubans
would praise a U.S. puppet, especially
after he dies, this is hardly the first time
that they have made such statements. In
particular with respect to Torrijos,
Cuba had been trying for some time to
drive ‘a wedge between him and the
U.S., and even more importantly, to
make use of his demagogy lo drive a
wedge between class forces he influenc-
ed and the U.S. Castro's effusive
eulogy, coupled with the Soviet charges
of CIA involvement, represent some of
their own revisionist demagogy toward
this aim. There is little evidence that
Torrijos was leaning toward'the Soviets
of late, and in fact, many of his recent
moves had been in line with the U.S.’
global interests, from boycotting the
Moscow: Olympics to criticizing grow-
ing Cuban influence within Nicaragua.

All in all, Torrijos was a valuable
puppet for the U.S., and a great deal of
dossier serutinizing must be going on in
Washington, D.C. to decide who to
back as his replacement. While his im-
mediate assistant in the National
Guard, Colonel Florencio Floréz
Aguilar was named Lo succeed Torrijos,
speculation as towhohisultimate replace-
ment might be has ranged from L. Col.
Manuel Antonio Noriega o various
civilian puppets from the bourgeois op-
position, including a Christian
Democrat named Ricardo Arias
Calderon. With the U.S. facing a situa-
tion in Central America increasingly
spinning out of ils control the search
for a new ‘‘strong man of Panama is
undoubtedly high on the U.S. agenda.
As for the masses of people in Panama
and the world, no tears will be shed for
Omar Torrijos or any of hisilk. [0
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denial of the dialectical understanding
of the relationship between matter and
consciousness, practice and theory,
plunges them' right into metaphysics
and idealism. They actually miss the
point that revolutionary theory can and
‘mu.st change the world! Not grasping
that matter can be transformed into
consciousness is to.deny that theory is
based on:and is a higher abstraction of
ractice. Without this, it is impossible
to understand why Mao would say:
““Perception only solves the problem of
phenomena; theory alone can solve the
problem of essence’ (*‘On Practice'’).
lThis is also why Lenin said: *“The ab-
istraction of matter, of a law of nature,
the abstraction of value, etc., in short,
\all scientific (correct, serious, not ab-
isurd) abstractions reflect nature more
eeply, truly and completely.”” Both
enin and' Mao grasped the role of
theory precisely because they were true
materialists, dialectical materialists.
Not* grasping how consciousness in
turn can be transformed into matter ne-

gates the possibility of theory becoming

a material force and thus wipes out the
revolutionizing role of practice by re-
ducing it to aimless, petty activity—
and, of course, activity at the command
of the revisionists and their line. To
deny ‘the unity of opposites of matter
and consciousness, therefore, is meta-
physics, so it makes the two aspects ab-
solute and cuts asunder the relationship
between them. It is also idealist, for it
distorts the actual relationship between
matter and consciousness, which in the
real world, not in the minds of the revi-
sionists, is dynamic and characterized
by transformation of opposites—mat-
ter intc consciousnesy, consciousness
into matter; theory into practice, back
again into theory and to practice on an
ever higher level.

In 1973 the Chinese revolutionaries
wrote a pamphlet, ‘‘Three Major Strug-
gles on China’s Philosophical Front,"
which spoke precisely to this point. In
answering the charge of ‘‘idealism”
hurled at them by a now-rehabilitated
theoretical hack for the current pack of
revisionists, they wrote: “He wildly
went for so-called ‘mistakes’ in the
great leap forward and ascribed the
cause to ‘the identity between thinking
and being,” to ‘man’s conscious dyna-
mic role which makes a mess of things,’
etc. He made a big show of upholding
‘materialism, while actually using meta-
physics and idealism to oppose the ac-
tive and revolutionary theory of reflec-
ﬁoﬂ,"

Speaking directly of people like Deng
Xiaoping who *“‘pose as big upholders
of materialism and of practice as the
criterion of truth,”” Bob Avakian wrote
in Mao Tsetung’s Immortal Contribu-
fions:

““Such an opportunist line as describ-
ed above ‘forgets’ that the movement of
knowledge proceeds in cycles; each in-
volving leaps from practice to theory
and back to practice. Absolute truth is,
as Mao says, an ‘endless flow,” but
man’s cognition of the truth is not a
straight line, but proceeds as a spiral.
To say at any point, ‘Well, tomorrow
we will know more than today so let’s
not (dogmatically) apply what is known
as truth today,’ is to deny and disrupt
the process by which more knowledge is
actually acquired. This is metaphysical
because it goes against the actual dialec-
tical relationship between theory and
practice; it is idealist because it actually
‘denies objective truth. It is not in accor-
dance with or a defense of ‘On Prac-
tice’; it is a violation of and attack on
this great work of Mao's." ¥

The revisionists’ historical resolution
does state, as a side point (11), that Mao
“further elaborated the law of unity of
opposites, the nucleus of Marxist dia-
lectics.”” But in the very next sentence,
dialectics is quickly reduced to just one
point—*‘the particularity of contradic-
tion”’>—and then in effect is dismissed
entirely with the warning that it “‘should
be applied flexibly.”” Now the particu-
larity of contradiction is an important

principle in its own right, and Mao did
emphasize it especially in the struggle

against dogmatists during the new-dem-
ocratic stage of the Chinese revolution
who denied the particular form of revo-

lution in China. But, the particularity
of contradictionin no way means *‘con-
cern yourself only with what’s in front
of your nose,”’ as the revisionists in
China, as well as revisionists generally,
would have it. Mao fought against dog-
matism with materialist dialectics, not
pragmatism.

The revisionists do not necessarily
deny the existence of contradiction.
(The bourgeoisie, as:Marx pointed out,
recognize class struggle but not the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat,) In their
historical resolution, they admit that
*‘class struggle will continue to exist
within certain limits for a long time to
come.’* But they attempt to reconcile
the two mutually exclusive aspects of a
contradiction, merge them together into
one. They hold that contradiction gra-
dually disappears through peaceful and
orderly development. The result when
applying such thinking to socialist so-
ciety, of course, 'is the revisionists’
“‘theory of dying out of class struggle,””
peddled as well by Khrushchev and
others before the Chinese revisionists.
(Since Marx’s time it has become clea
that some bourgeois, specifically revi
sionists in power, talk about ““the dicta
torship ef the proletariat’* but refuse to
recognize continuing the revolution
under those conditions.) Mao spok
against this view, saying that to talk of
contradictions that are ‘‘not irreconci-
lable,’* even under socialism, “‘does not
agree with the laws of dialectics, which
hold that all contradictions are irrecon-
cilable. Where has there ever been a
reconcilable contradiction? Some are
antagonistic, some are non-antagonis-
tic, but it must not be thought that there
are irreconcilable and reconcilable con-
tradictions.’* This involves the question

of synthesis, which, as'the ‘‘Three Ma- |

jor Struggles...” pamphlet quoted
above explains: *‘*...shows how,
through struggle between the two oppo-
site aspects, one prevails, defeats and
eliminates the other, how an old contra-
diction is resolved and a new one emer-
ges, and how an old thing is eliminated
and a new thing triumphs. In plain
words, synthesis means one ‘eats up’
the other."” This applies to all contra-
dictions—in a contradiction between
the bourgeoisie and' the proletariat, the
proletariat “‘eats up’' the bourgeoisie
through struggle for power, seizing
power from them and then confinuing
the class struggle under the dictatorship
of the proletariat. g

Mao's understanding and develop-
ment of Marxist dialectics and its cen-
tral law of the unity of ‘opposites: was
itself dialectically related to his contri-
butions in other areas, especially his
greatest contribution, the basic theory
and line of continuing the revolution
under the dictatorship of the proleta-
riat. Mao showed that socialist society
not only ‘“has’ contradictions, but is
full of contradictions—between the
proletariat and the bourgeoisie, be-
tween the socialist superstructure and
those portions of the superstructure oc-
cupied by the bourgeoisie, and within
the socialist production relations be-
tween the vestiges of capitalism (bour-
geois right) and the seeds of commu-
nism, Most importantly, if the new and
revolutionary aspects do not constantly
“‘eat up’’ through struggle the old and
reactionary aspects, making leaps to-
ward communism in the process, then
the old will “‘eat up’’ the new and re-
gain, if only temporarily, its. dominant
position. Capitalism will be restored.
This “‘eating up”” will not be a smooth
process but rather will involve frequent
leaps, upheavals, twists.and turns. And
as Mao pointed out, eyen communism
will be full of contradictions, and the
new will still have to “‘eat up”’ the old to
propel society forward. If these laws of _
objective development are grasped by
the masses, then their conscious acti-
vism becomes a powerful material force
in pushing forward the upward spiral
toward communism.

Mass Line

The grasp of dialectics between prac-
tice and theory, matter and conscious-
ness, led Mao to lay tremendous stress
on the importance of politics and con-
sciousness in guiding revolutionary
practice. The importance of conscious-
ness is 4 point that Lenin, in opposition
to revisionists of his time, greatly em-
phasized, especially in What Is To Be
Done?, and it is an extremely important
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principle for the proletarian' party in
carrying out seizure of power as well as
in continuing the revolution under the
dictatorship of the proletariat. During
both the new-democratic and the social-
ist stage of the revolution in China,
whether in the sphere of military line
and strategy, production, scientific ex-
periment or class struggle, it was the
conscious activism of the masses that
Mao relied on. This, of course, drives
the Chinese revisionists, as well as revi-
sionists and opportunists of all kinds,
to bombard him with frenzied accusa-
tions that he was an “‘idealist’’ and, as
the historical’ resolution itself claims,
that he ‘‘overestimated the' role of
man’s subjective will and effort.’’ But
at the same time as they deny the possi-
bility of the masses, whom they view as
simple-minded slaves, grasping the ob-
jective laws of nature and society and
on this basis transforming the world in
the course of great class struggles, they
spew out condescending drivel about
their concern for the “‘welfare’’ of the
people, and even talk of the ‘‘mass
line,”’

The reyisionists explain in their reso-
lution that *‘The Party's mass line. . .is
a summation of our Party’s invaluable
historical experience in conducting rev-
olutionary activities. over the year
under difficult circumstances in which
the enemy’s strength far outstripped
ours.'” Two things stand out about this
formulation. First, it refers to the mass
line as if it were a thing not a method
and a process by which the Party's un-
derstanding is raised and the masses are
armed and mobilized, Revisionism
often treats the mass line in this way
(‘‘our mass line on this. . . our mass line
on that''); the result is reformism.
Under capitalism this means the Party
tailing the present level of things; under

socialism it is the ruling tyrants’ mask|

of “‘kindly benevolence."’

The second thing that stands out
about the above formulation in the revi-
sionist resolution is'that the authors are
referring here to the years of the new-
democratic revolution, Obviously they
want to avoid Mao’s whole line and
method in the socialist period, especial-
ly in the Cultural Revolution. That the
resolution upholds the mass line, or ra-
ther their distortion of it, in this period
is connected with the bourgeois-demo-
cratic origins of the present Chinese
rulers, Because the Communist Party
was the most thoroughgoing and con-
sistent fighter against imperialism and
feudalism, many revolutionary bour-
geois democrats joined the Party based
on its immediate program. Those who
did not make the leap to becoming com-
munists became ‘‘capitalist roaders”
with the socialist revolution. They saw
the democratic revolution as a road to
set up capitalism in China, with them-
selves at the top, and in order to achieve
this goal they had to mobilize the mass-
es, although on'a narrow basis and only
up to a certain point, to deal with the
stronger forces of Japanese imperialism
and U.S.-backed Chiang Kai-shek. As
the New Programme of the Revolution-
ary Communist: Party points out;
““While previous historical classes, in
their rising period, were forced to mobi-
lize the masses in order to overthrow
the old ruling class, they had neither the
need, the interest, nor the capability of
enabling the masses to consciously
grasp the essence of the revolutionary
process and their own role in it and to
consciously take hold of and transform
society in their own interests."’

Of course now that they have seized
power and become the new ruling class,
the revisionists need more than ever to
keep the masses blind and docile. For
them, the ““mass line’’ is niothing' more
than a ‘‘better way’' to run their sys-
tem, no different from the suggestion
boxes, opinion surveys and other crea-
tive means that the bourgeoisie in other,
capitalist countries use to ‘‘involve’’ the

" the Party plays a dynamic role in push-

masses in coming up with more efficient
methods to exploit and oppress thern,]
And if the masses should step out of
line and begin to take matters into their
own hands, this phony mask of ‘‘bene-
volence” is quickly discarded and the
naked face of bourgeois dictatorship is
revealed in full,

In their historical resolution, the revi-
sionists give their version of the mass
line; ‘‘concentrating the ideas of the
masses and turning them into systema-
tic ideas, then going to the masses soO

that the ideas are persevered in and car-
ried through, and testing the correct-
ness of these ideas in the practice of the
masses. And this process goes on, over
and over again, so that the understand-
ing of the leadership becomes more cor-
rect, keener and richer each time.”’

Contrast this with the description of
mass line based ‘on Marxism-Leninism,
Mao Tsetung Thought that is laid out in
the New Constitution of the Revolu-
tionary Communist Party:

“Throughout this entire process, and
beyond, until the final victory of the
proletarian reyolution and the attain-
ment of communism—upon which' the
distinction between the Party and the
masses will be eliminated and the Party
will cease to exist—the Party must both
learn from and lead the working class
and its allies through. the application of
the mass line. This means to take the
ideas of the masses and the experience
of the class struggle (and the struggle
for " production and' scientific experi-
ment), in the U.S. and internationally,
and by applying the science of revolu-
tion to them concentrate the essential
lessons, distinguishing what is correct
from what is incorrect, and then return
these concentrated ideas to the masses,
propagate them widely and deeply
among the masses and unite the masses
to apply them to, transform the world
with class struggle as the key link. This,
too, is a continual process which pro-
ceeds: in an upward spiral, in accor-
dance with' the development of the ob-
jective situation and the class struggle
overall.”

There is absolutely no sense in the re-
visionists’ idea of ‘‘mass line’’ of the
Party applying the science of Marxism-
Leninism, to concentrate the struggle,
questioning and creation of the masses
not only in one country and not only in
production, but internationally in'social
practice in all spheres. The struggle and
creation of the masses form a unity of
opposites with the Marxist-Leninist|
theory and line of the Party, in whichi|
the former is the principal aspect. But

ing this whole process forward, striving
to transform each aspect into its oppo-
site on ever higher levels. Moreover, the
Party especially focuses not on the
‘‘average’ but the advanced among the
masses, because the process must al-F
ways advance. To keep the sights main- |
ly on the ‘“‘mainstream’’ is a surefire |
recipe for staying stagnant or being
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dragged back. Advanced ideas are al-J “wes

ways grasped first by only a minority of
people who then, armed with such
ideas, play a decisive role in more
broadly propagating that consciousness
in the process of transforming the

“world. -

Strikingly apparent, even as they talk
of ““mass line,”’ is the revisionists’ con-
tempt for the masses as they strut
around like ‘‘benevolent’’ overlords.
The sole purpose of their ‘‘mass line”’ is
to make ‘‘the understanding of the
leadership. . .more correct, keener and
richer.”’ “Understanding,”’ that is; how
to make the masses better serve their ca-
pitalist system. What of the masses’ un-
derstanding? What of transforming the
world? Of course it is assumed by these
revisionists that the Party will always be
there to “‘take care” of the people. No
mention of communism here!

Relying on the masses and applying
the mass line is not something that pro-
letarian reyolutionaries fall back onasa
last resort or because there’s no easier
way to get things done. In the midst of
the upsurge of the Cultural Revolution,
Mao said, “To struggle against power

holders who take the capitalist road is  ‘fi#is (S 70

the main task, but it is by no means the
goal. goal is to solve the problem of

_world outlook: it is the question of era-

dicating the roots of revisionism. The
Central Committee has emphasized
time and again that the masses must
educate themgelves and liberate them-
selves. This is because world outlook
cannot be imposed on them. In order to
transform ideology, it is necessary for
the external causes to function through
inner causes, though the latter are prin-
cipal. If the world outlook is not trans-
formed, how can the Great Proletarian
Cultural Revolution be called a victory?
If the world outlook isinot transform-
ed, then although there are 2,000 power
holders taking the capitalist road in this
great Cultural Revolution, there may be

Continued on page 22
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{ 4,000 next time.” In other words, to
view mobilizing and relying on the

line must always be viewed with the
final goal of communism worldwide,
which involves the most radical rupture
with all traditional ideas as well as all
traditional property relations, firmly in
mind. The distinction between the Par-
ty and the masses is not something ab-
solute—it will disappear with commu-
‘nism. Without this goal, mass line is
bound to wind up as an empty formula
oragi 'ccl;:or : 1 of ov
to use in achieving some short-sighted
—in the case of the Chinese revi-
sionists, their bourgeois nationalist vi-
sion of a ““modern, powerful China.”
Iniernationalism

The third of the revisionists’ ‘““basic
points™ of the “‘stand, viewpoint and
method of Mao Tsetung Thought” is
what they refer to as “independence.’’
They claim that under Mao’s leader-
ship, “‘we never wavered, whether be-
fore or after the founding of New Chi-
na, in our determination to remain in-
dependent and self-reliant and we never
submitted to any pressure from out-
side.”” It's utterly brazen and ridiculous
for the revisionists to/claim they “‘never
wavered’*in their ‘‘determination to re-
main independent and self-reliant.’” It
was precisely against their line of reli-
ance on foreign aid and capitulation to
imperialism that Mao and other revolu-
tionaries waged fierce struggle. And to-
day, no longer restricted as they were by
the revolutionaries, the rulers in China
shamelessly lick the boots of U.S. impe-
rialism in open daylight.

The revisionists’ method is to distort
Mao’s line on self-reliance in order to
replace’ proletarian internationalism
with the most narrow nationalism, Of
course they must still keep np some
front, so they say in obligatory fashion
that “‘the proletarian revolution is an
internationalist cause which calls for
the mutual support of the proletariat of
different countries.”” Having said this
much, they follow with a big “BUT.”
*But for the cause of trinmph, each
proletariat should primarily base itself
on its own country’s realities, rely on
the efforts of its own masses and revo-
lutionary forces, integrate the universal
principles of Marxism-Leninism with
the concrete practice of its own revolu-
tion‘and thus achieve victory.'’ Perhaps
they are talking about the ‘‘triumph’’
and “‘victory” of imperialism, for they
are certainly not talking about the pro-
letarian revolution which, although to-
day it generally takes place country by
country, is most definitely fundamen-
tally international and can only advance
by struggling to eliminate the rule of ca-
pital and remnants of class-divided so-
ciety in every part of the world. All
kinds of crimes have been committed by
revisionists in'the past with the excuse
that “‘each proletariat should primarily
base itself on its own country’s reali-
ties,” and the Chinese revisionists are
no exception. They use this asa glib jus-
tification for their sell-out to U.S. im-
perialism (and perhaps at a later date to
Soviet social-imperialism) and kissing
off support to revolutionary move-
ments worldwide. -

A few sentences later in their resolu-
tion, the revisionists admit that ‘‘of
course, China’s revolution and national
construction are not and cannot be car-
ried on in isolation from the rest of the
world.”* This comes as somewhat of a
surprise, since by reading their resolu-
tion, one is led to think that the revi-
sionists regard the Chinese history of
the past sixty years to have taken place
in almost complete isolation from the
rest of the world. Although they can
hardly avoid talking about the Japanese
imperialist invasion, they do not even
mention World' War II; there is one
passing mention of the Korean War and
none at all of the explosive upsurge of
national liberation movements in Afri-
ca, Asia and South America, the resto-
ration of capitalism in the Soviet Union
andits growth into a superpower, or the
intensifying contradictions on a world
scale today which are inevitably push-

ing things toward world war, revolution
in major parts of the world, or a combi-
nation of both. But the revisionists im-
mediately clear up what they mean by
the above statement: *‘It is always
necessary for us to try to win foreign
aid and, in particular, to learn all that is
advanced and beneficial from other
countries.”” So this is what revisionist
“‘internationalism’® boils down
to—groveling for ‘‘foreign aid’’ from
imperialist countries and aping their
“advanced and' beneficial® experience!
Judging by this, the U.S. and Soviet im-
perialists are the world’s foremost pro-
ponents of “‘internationalism,’” since
they dish out plenty of **foreign aid’* in
order to further hook oppressed nations
into dependency and: spread their
““advanced' experience in exploitation
and oppression all over the world.

In this section on the “‘stand, view-
point and method’* of what they call
Mao Tsetung Thought, the revisionists
give no other content to ‘“‘international-
ism."” There is not a single statement
here, for example, about supporting
revolutionary struggles worldwide. In
fact, instead, the revisionists write:
““We stand for the peaceful coexistenc
of the le-of all countries and their
mutual assistance on an equal footing’*
(our emphasis). ‘*Peaceful coexistence™
is not a principle between peoples, revo-
lutionary masses. It is one tactic pur-
sued by socialist states in relation to
bourgeois-ruled ones. To make it s0 15
to openly wipe out proletarian interna-
tionalism. The rest of the just-quoted
statement makes this clear as well. Ob-
viously they are talking about economic
relations, not revolution, and the refer-
ence to ‘‘mutual assistance on an equal
footing’® is wrong anyway, cutting
against’ Mao’s emphasis on the necessity
for revolutionary China (and all sacial-
ist states) to make great sacrifices for
the world revolution, not to set up ac-
counting in this matter to calculate
“equality.”

QOur Party has pointed out in the past
that there were some tendencies in Mao
to project too much of the experience of
the Chinese revolution onto the world
scale. Mao and other revolutionaries
saw one imperialist power, the social-
imperialists in the Soviet Union, as the
most dangerous source of world war, a
line which'did not break decisively with
the 'incorrect line that led Stalin to
declare in the late 1930s that one bloc of
imperialists, the fascist countries, were
the main enemiesworldwide. But let there
be no mistake: Mao was a firm proletar-
ian internationalist to the end, and he was
seen by millions of revolutionary prole-
tarians and oppressed people around
the world as the foremost leader of the
revolutionary movement international-
ly, and' the effect of his proletarian in-
ternationalist line and practice can still
be powerfully felt today. The fact that
today’s revisionists must so' blatantly
alter and attack Mao's line on this is
clear testimony:ta this fact.

Mao’s development of the basic line
of advancing through the democratic
revolution to the socialist revolution in
colonial and' semi-colonial ‘countries
was significant not only to China; it was
a great contribution to the internation-
alist struggle, and it remains of vital im-
portance today when there are two
great currents of revolutionary struggle
against imperialism—the proletarian
socialist revolution in the imperialist
and advanced capitalist countries and
the anti-imperialist, new-democratic
revolution' leading to socialism in the
colonial and neo-colonial countries.
Mao was steadfast in support of the
reyolutionary struggles in other coun-|
tries, and fought for socialist China to
give ideological, political and practical
assistance to these struggles. When the
Soviet revisionists dragged a major por-

tion of the international communist

movement into the swamp of revision-
ism and capitulation to imperialism in
the late *50s and early ’60s, Mao refus-
ed to go along with this and instead
pointed the way forward to the high
road of proletarian revolution. The
Chinese Communist Party’s polemics
against the Soviet treachery, and even
more the Cultural Revolution which
was a blow to revisionists not only in
China but worldwide, was a tremen-
dous motivating force in the explosive
upsurge of national liberation move-
ments in Africa, Asia and South Ameri-
ca in the *60s and early '70s.

oy —

A key/part of the Cultural Revolution
itself involved arming the masses in
China with proletarian internationalism
—marches and rallies. involving hun-
dreds of thousands and even millions
took place to support the struggles of
the people in other countries. During
the course of the polemics against the
Soviets; Mao advanced and practiced
the principle that ‘‘the socialist coun-
tries must become base areas for sup-
porting .and developing the revolu-
tion....”

Conclusion

As Bob Avakian' pointed out in the
conclusion to Mao Tsetung’s Immortal
Contributions; “‘Looking, then, at
Mao’s role and contributions overall
and in a sweeping way, what stands out
most, what in fact underlies all of these
contributions, what is most basic to
learn from, is the thoroughness with
which'Mao applied the stand, viewpoint
and method of Marxism-I.eninism, and
in particular his application of dialec-
tics in'‘opposition'to metaphysics.”” The
guestion of dialectics versus metaphy-
sics was not an idle, academic question
in' China—it meant the difference be-
tween forging ahead in the socialist rey-
olution, or sliding back to revisionism
and’ capitalist restoration. And it defi-
nitely is not an idle, academic question
today as we approach an historical con-
juncture that will present the interna-
tional proletariat and oppressed peoples
worldwide with tremendous: challenges
and opportunities.

There are those who see the approach
ofl grave crisis and war, but not the op-
posite—the opportunities, the possibili-
ty.for revolution. As Bob Avakian says
of such people: “What is wrong with
their view of things, and more funda-
mentally than that, in their methodolo-
gy, in their outlook and the way they

are approaching this problem?. . .toac-

tually grasp the underlying forces:and
the decisive, internal contradictions of
the imperialist system that are at work
propelling the two' superpowers and
their blocs toward war—this cannot be
done’ by relying on perception; it re-

‘quires grasping and applying the princi-

ples and methods of Marxism-Lenin-
ism. And'so, too, seeing beyond the ob-
vious developments: of crisis and accel-

eration toward world war and recogniz-
ing the potential of revolution within
the same development—this also re-
quires nothing less than the struggle to
grasp and apply Marxism-Leninism."
(““Coming From Behind to Make Revo-
lution’”)

With metaphysics in command, peo-
ple are bound to be trapped in pessi-
mism, seeingin a narrow and pragmatic
way that the masses are not ‘‘with us,”’
that the bourgeoisie and the reactionary
forces are formidable, and that we can
only fall further behind the accelerating
events. With such a view, people can
only be whipped around by the inevita-
ble twists and turns of historical devel-
opment, alternating from thinking that
“‘nothing is happening’’ to tailing after
the spontaneous struggle. Capitulation
is the end result of this thinking, With-
out dialectics; there is no way to pene-
trate beneath the surface and grasp the
essence of the coming historical con-
juncture, and understand that there are
contradictory forces in motion (espe-
cially the masses being increasingly
thrown into political life) which the rev-
olutionary forces can act upon through
all-around revolutionary work, in order
to come from behind and seize to the
fullest the opportunities that lie ahead.

And as Mao always stressed, even as
we struggle to make leaps in the present
situation, we must keep in mind the his-
torical process of world proletarian rey-
olution. Because he based himself firm-
ly on materialist dialectics and the real
world, with its - constant motion,
change, and the *‘eating up’? of the old
by the new, Mao never lost sight of the
link between the present and the future
and the fact that history will advance,
not in a straight line but through twists
and turns in an upward spiral move-
ment, until the inevitable replacement
of the bourgeois epoch by the epoch of
communism, which itself will be’ driven
forward through contradictions' and
struggle. Such an outlook, in turn, is
not only a general requirement for all
those who aspire to the lofty goal of
communism, but it is an urgent necessi-
ty for proletarian revolutionaries in to-
day’s situation in' order to make the
fullest advances in the approaching
storms. B
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