Rebolusyon

Theoretical and Political Publication
Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Philippines

Number 4
2000
October - December
English Edition

COMPLETE THE VICTORY OF THE SECOND
GREAT RECTIFICATION MOVEMENT!
RESOLUTELY CARRY OUT OUR TWO

IMPORTANT TASKS IN THE CITIES!

FIVE-YEAR ASSESSMENT OF THE SGRM AND OUR TASKS
Summing-up of the Manila-Rizal Regional Party Committee

We have firmly advanced the Second Great Rectification Movement in the national capital
region and are certain to secure its complete victory in the immediate future. We have overcome
our manifold internal problems and the obstacles created by the enemy and the
counterrevolutionary renegades. We got stalled and off the focus of rectification several times,
but we eventually pointed ourselves in the right direction and thus achieved significant progress.
The Party and revolutionary movement in the region are now in a position to seize the favorable
conditions and carry out their two major tasks.

Rectification has not been easy. Initially, the general summings-up of our Party and our
clarification and exposure of the bankrupt line and poison spread by the counterrevolutionary
renegades and propaganda offensive of the ruling class had sufficed. We were able to rally and
maintain on our side the upright revolutionary forces and masses in the region. But somewhere
midstream we lost steam and had to accelerate the thorough ideological building of our Party to
fortify the foundation for our further advance. We had to sharply delineate the right from the
wrong in our specific experience and draw up the lessons to overcome the recurrence of
ideological, political and organizational weaknesses.

The new organization of our Party in the region which is the result of firm ideological building
has been established. It has sufficient breadth and depth among the masses in the region and is
effectively advancing the expanding and deepening revolutionary and legal democratic
movement which coordinates with and supports the armed struggle and mass movement in the
countryside. The regional, national and world situation is becoming more and more favorable for



broadly advancing the urban struggle to win over millions of people to the side of the revolution,
to further aggravate the crisis of the reactionary ruling system and deliver the numerous cadres
and personnel needed in the countryside.

The current task of the Party and revolutionary movement in the region is to resolutely and all-
roundedly expand and gain strength while firmly advancing the SGRM to complete victory. Let
us boldly advance and strengthen the anti-imperialist, antifeudal and antifascist movement and
struggle; accelerate the exposure and isolation of the US-Estrada regime; firmly and boldly
advance and gain strength in the midst of severe crisis and fierce struggle; further expand and
strengthen the secret organization of the Party at the core of the broad and open mass movement;
intensify support for the Party, people’s army and mass movement in the countryside.

In the Field of Ideology

In the past four years, we have painstakingly rebuilt our Party organization in the region from the
ashes of the destructive anti-rectification and anti-Party campaign of the counterrevolutionary
renegade Lagman clique, through ideological building within the framework of the SGRM. We
have striven to complete the first phase of the rectification movement and have reached a level of
consolidation sufficient for our continued revitalization. We are about to complete the victory of
the rectification movement despite the long delay caused by the anti-Party campaign from 1993
to 1994, the enemy attacks of 1994, and the loss of focus from 1995 to 1996.

We have given principal stress to the study of the basic documents of the SGRM and the three-
level course and are continuing their study. The final draft of the comprehensive summing-up
and assessment of our revolutionary practice in the region is now ready for the approval of the
Second Regional Conference. We have applied the Marxist-Leninist principle of concrete
analysis of concrete conditions in completing the regional social investigation and class analysis
and in militant criticism and self-criticism for proletarian revolutionary remoulding.

We are continuously deepening our rectification and overcoming the tendency to regress to
former weaknesses and to fall into new ones. Now, our task is to further strengthen our
ideological foundation so as to thoroughly consolidate and strengthen our Party, ensure the
dominance of the correct line in the two-line struggle within the whole process of the revolution,
so that we can undertake our enormous tasks in advancing the revolution in the cities and the
countryside.

Summing-up and Criticism and Self-Criticism. We have completed the final draft of the
summing-up of more than a decade’s experience in the national capital region which is ready for
the approval of the Second Regional Conference. The summing-up clearly lays down the main
lessons from both our positive and negative experiences, defines their historical context and
circumstances, and sharply criticizes the errors, deviations and resulting disorientations in our
long practice of advancing the revolutionary movement in the capital region. After this, we can
further advance the rectification movement till completion and be further revitalized on the basis
of a strong foundation in ideology and practice.



It took us almost four years to carry out our principal task of summing-up within the framework
of the SGRM despite every plan to finish it in a year. When the Provisional Executive
Committee (PEC) was formed in 1993, its principal task was to sum up our experience. (Another
was the comprehensive assessment and evaluation of Party cadres in the NCR for the purpose of
building the regional committee.) This task could not immediately be undertaken because our
whole Party had to face a life and death struggle against the anti-Party and annihilative campaign
of the revisionist renegade Lagman clique and had to defeat it decisively.

Our first attempt at summing-up in 1994, even as it was not given principal stress in practice,
was further disrupted by the enemy’s attack against the provisional leadership of our region.
When the PEC resumed its work in January 1995, the Executive Committee of the Central
Committee reiterated our two principal tasks and the one year period for its completion. From
then till the first half of 1996, we missed an excellent opportunity to finish our summing-up,
given that the summing-up of urban struggle was already through and there was already an
outline for summing-up our experience in the NCR. In addition, there were no more major
organizational disruptions and we were already making use of the guerrilla zones to safely
undertake our said tasks. But the process of summing-up was not initiated nor even a crude draft
written because of the serious negligence and vacillation (supposedly due to lack of confidence
to carry out the task) of the comrade assigned to the task despite sufficient necessary material.
The expanded meeting of the PEC repeatedly criticized this weakness but no decisive step was
taken to solve the long delay.

It was in the second half of 1996 that the remaining cadres in the PEC-Expanded seriously began
the summing-up after it was abandoned by the previous PEC secretary. A draft outline was
written, the necessary data and documents collated, and prompt commentary was given by the
central leadership. The summing-up process was assessed in 1997 and more intensive efforts
were exerted to finish it within the year. Under the close guidance of the higher Party organ, the
first and second drafts of the summing-up were finished within the specified time. Also, our
several years practice within the framework of the SGRM became a rich and concrete basis for
delineating right from wrong in the period of disorientation, on the one hand, and in identifying
what needed to be criticized and corrected within our last four years practice, on the other. Even
before the whole summing-up process could be completed, many things were concurrently being
set aright based on the lessons already gained. After the approval of the summing-up, it is our
duty to speedily disseminate its lessons to our whole organization and revolutionary movement
to deepen our rectification and serve as a guide for the summings-up down to the basic level.

Education in the Basic Documents of the SGRM. In general, there has been extensive study of
the basic documents of the SGRM within our Party organization in the region. All cadres and
fulltime members were promptly educated on the three basic documents of the SGRM, the main
resolutions of the Tenth Plenum of the CC, and the tit-for-tat documents which clarified and
exposed the bankrupt line of the documents spread by the factionalists.

From 1993 to 1994, there were lively discussions on the basic documents of the SGRM in the
face of the anti-Party campaign of the Lagman clique and the blatant attack against Marxism-
Leninism-Maoism (MLM) and the basic principles of the people’s democratic revolution and
protracted people’s war. These discussions became an effective weapon for winning over a



significant number of legal and underground forces and consolidating them for the
reestablishment of the Party in the NCR. Through the combined efforts of all those with the
capacity to discuss the rectification documents, almost all the available cadres and members at
that time finished the said studies. These discussions continued even after the factionalists were
declared to have been defeated. Efforts were made to ensure the education of all members down
to the basic level.

A big percentage of our Party members have studied "Reaffirm Our Basic Principles and Rectify
Errors” and "General Review of Important Events and Decisions", along with the discussions on
the main points in exposing the factionalists. But only a small number of Party members have
studied "Stand for Socialism Against Revisionism" because we failed to come out with a
simplified study and discussion guide with the result that only a few dared to discuss the topic.

In 1994, the corps of trained instructors failed to sustain their task even while the few cadres
assigned to the task forces and one district organizing committee became overly preoccupied
with the growing demands of the mass movement. This weakness was further aggravated by
major disruptions in the last quarter of 1994 up to the first quarter of 1995. The result was a
slowdown in our SGRM education campaign. In 1995, we reinstituted a program to complete the
education of all members at the basic level. But until 1996, we were unable to complete the
education among those in the various basic units who had been left behind in the studies (one
district ceased its education campaign).

These weaknesses were identified in the 1997 assessment, and again, education at the basic level
was given stress and focus. Still, we were unable to meet our target because of the lack of
instructors (especially in "Stand for Socialism Against Modern Revisionism") for the basic level,
while capable cadres were preoccupied with giving studies in the Basic Party Course (BPC),
administration work, mass campaigns, etc. We could have formed capable groups of instructors
at the district level while simultaneously carrying out studies in the BPC.

No less than 70% of our membership, most of whom were recruited during the SGRM period,
have finished studying "Reaffirm Our Basic Principles and Rectify Errors™ and the "General
Review of Important Events and Decisions” (not included are those who have completed the
studies earlier on but have eventually been dropped from the rolls). Meanwhile, only 35% have
studied "Stand for Socialism Against Modern Revisionism" while those who have studied the
assessments of the SGRM and its subsequent substantiation as contained in the CPP and NPA
anniversary statements are even less than this number. Immediate steps must be taken for the
completion of these studies at the basic level, especially "Stand for Socialism Against Modern
Revisionism", by drafting a light and simple study guide for their study. We should ensure the
sustained study of the SGRM documents alongside the study of the BPC by newly recruited
members.

The Three-Level Party Course. Education in the Basic Party Course has already gained
momentum while studies in the Intermediate Party course are being initiated.

Since the second half of 1997, around 40% of our Party members have finished the BPC. Though
the BPC studies were programmed for 1994, these could not immediately be implemented



because of our focus on the SGRM documents which was disrupted in turn by the events of the
last quarter. In addition, there was the objective pull of our struggle against the splittist campaign
of the old and new yellow unionists in the mass movement, particularly in the workers
movement, up to the middle of the year. Meanwhile, in 1996, we failed to systematize our
education work in general, and education in the BPC and Basic Course for Party Cadres (BCPC)
in particular, on the wrong assumption that these need no longer be taught while awaiting the
new BPC text. Instead, we shifted to the references of the BPC (Guide for Cadres ..., OUT,
SCPW, Mass Work, etc.). The basic studies were made ponderous and as a result, efforts in the
different parts of our organization were haphazard and uneven.

Only 25% to 47% of our whole membership finished the said courses which eventually could not
be sustained. The significant factors which contributed to this were: negligence in carrying out
the set plan; technical snags, difficulties regarding student attendance, the absence of a simplified
study guide and instructor’s guide; availability of instructors; some cases of resignation from
instruction work due to the pull of mass campaigns (the seminar style undergone by candidate
members was an added limitation and security problem).

In the 1997 assessment, these weaknesses were criticized and corrected; at the same time, the
central Party leadership released Book One of the new BPC. We started disseminating the BPC
and training instructors only in the middle of that year. The delay was caused by problems in
reproduction and the time needed to set up the district structures and instructors’ staffs which
took three months. More could have finished the BPC at the basic level and among the candidate
members had we exerted more effort to set up adequate instruction machineries in the districts,
thus enabling us to continue our work whether there were mass campaigns or not.

Except for the limited initiative of a small part of our organization, the BCPC was almost
entirely neglected and up to 1997, only 20% of our membership have studied it. Majority of
those who have taken the course did so even prior to the SGRM. Since 1995, there has been no
conscious campaign to propagate the BCPC because we failed to grasp its value considering that
the IPC was still unavailable. In addition, studies in the BPC, which is a pre-requisite to the
BCPC, were discontinued for a considerable time. This was pointed out in the 1997 assessment
but we still had to prioritize the study of the BPC for old members and new recruits while cadres
undertook the study of IPC.

In general, we have gone a long way in invigorating the study of the basic principles and theory
of MLMZT and in applying these to the people’s democratic revolution and the protracted
people’s war, considering the gravity of the miseducation of our Party members prior to the
SGRM. Among our cadres up to the section level, we have conducted additional studies from
1995 to 1997 in the following: Lenin’s "State and Revolution"; Mao’s "On Contradiction" and
"On Practice"; Semifeudalism; The General Crisis of Imperialism; Socialism: Theory and
Practice; Marx’s "Das Kapital"; Some Important Lessons on Mass Work in the Urban Areas;
Outline for Summing-up Urban Struggle; Trotskyism; etc.

There is a need to give principal weight to Party education (MLMZT) at all times and build an
adequate and strong education machinery, from the regional level down to the basic level, to be
able to respond to, sustain and expand our education.



MLMZT Readings. Programmed reading is now being developed especially among cadres in the
regional, district and section level. Documents, texts and reference materials are being
reproduced using different means, and materials are being collated to develop our system of
library.

In the last part of 1996 and again in 1997, the reading of IPC references based on the list given
by the central Party organ was programmed for cadres of the PEC-Expanded and the next lower
organ. Diskette copies and some hardcopies were also reproduced and distributed to units and
organs up to the section level. Some cadres finished reading the references, some only partially
and others have not started yet. At the PEC level, the cadres’ individual reading program was
included in the assessment and we stressed the need for greater effort, perseverance and the
correct allocation of time given our heavy work load. At the lower level, there is a need for a
keener consciousness to include individual reading in the cadre’s daily program of work, under
the close supervision of their respective collectives and higher organ. Such supervision should
include the systematization of priority readings.

In 1997, the reproduction and distribution of reading and reference materials and Party
publications gained impetus. This is a big advance relative to the scarcity and neglect prior to the
rectification movement, though we still have a long way to go to improve our capacity and
systematize our reproduction, distribution and maintenance (library system).

Since 1994, the PEC has collected texts and important Party documents, the writings of Marx,
Lenin, Stalin, Mao and other communist teachers, for reproduction and distribution, in order to
invigorate the education of Party cadres and members. A number was collected but no reading
program was instituted. In 1995, there was a downpour of materials from the central Party organ
and we started to reproduce and distribute xerox and diskette copies for the purpose of building a
library at every level. Still, we were unable to program, supervise and guide the individual
readings which were left to the initiative of the cadres, though the invigoration of the practice of
reading was set as a task. From 1995 to the first quarter of 1997, limited copies of selected issues
of Rebolusyon were distributed, outside of diskette and hard copies from other regions. An issue
of Ang Bayan was distributed and also several sets of references for the IPC. In 1997, BPC Book
One of BPC references and issues of Rebolusyon and Liberation were reproduced in limited
quantity.

From 1995 to 1997, we thrice allotted resources and deployed forces for the reproduction and
distribution machinery. This machinery was also tasked to devise a library system. The indexing
of collected materials was started but not completed. It also failed to draft a concept paper on a
system of library at every level. The first two attempts at building this machinery were initiated
under the education staff but they failed to operate. The last was projected to be a distinct group
but it failed to materialize due to some problems in staffing. We should give proper weight and
resolutely pursue the systematization and formation of an education arm and deploy appropriate
cadres and personnel to the reproduction and distribution machinery; finish the concept paper
and initiate the practice of a system of library at every level.

Social Investigation and Class Analysis (SICA). We are completing the second draft of the
social investigation of the capital region which is a synthesis of the accumulated knowledge of



old and new cadres on the concrete situation of the region, its towns and cities, down to its
localities. The draft is still tentative and subject to the amendment and approval of the first
plenum of the Regional Committee that shall be elected by the Second Regional Conference of
Metro Manila. Subsequent to this, it shall be periodically enriched and deepened at the regional
level. It shall serve as an outline and guide for similar efforts at succeeding levels, down to the
localities.

In 1994 and 1995, the SICA of several towns and cities was programmed and the gathering of
data was initiated, but no serious and concrete step was taken to write the documents and
encourage its practice at every level. On the other hand, there was a stepped up study of the
mode of production and semifeudalism in the Philippines among the majority of Party cadres and
members in response to the attacks by the revisionist renegades and other revisionist and
reformist grouplets against the analysis of Philippine society as semifeudal. But this was not
maximized to counter their attacks at that time. We did not fully comprehend its importance,
especially its value to the rectification movement with regard to understanding the correct line
and theory of the Philippine revolution in general, and the orientation of the struggle in the
capital region in particular, that is based on a systematic knowledge of the concrete condition of
the region and its localities, which could have sharpened and made more concrete our struggle
against the line of the revisionist and Trotskyite renegades.

The task of conducting SICA was not promptly attended to initially. Party organs and units at all
levels had to go through the process of deepening their understanding of the importance and
place of SICA in the SGRM and in revitalization. Since the last half of 1996, we seriously started
to attend to it, a guideline (improved in 1997) was disseminated and conscious effort was exerted
at all levels, especially while our cadres and basic units were engaged in the process of mass
work in the localities. All that is needed is for the document of the Initial SICA of the National
Capital Region to be finalized, approved and disseminated, to serve as an outline, model and
concrete guide for the SICA of towns, cities and localities. Committee secretaries are responsible
and in a position to document their SICA within their respective areas.

Assessments and Programming. In general, assessments and programming were regularly
undertaken every six months and every year, from the regional level down to the basic level.
Though we started out with great limitations and failings, we were gradually able to surmount
these and improve our ability to conduct assessments and programmings that were more
comprehensive and faithful to the correct orientation and focus of work.

In 1994, our ideological, political and organizational assessments were clearly non-
comprehensive in terms of adequacy and depth of data, in the analysis of weaknesses and
strengths, advantages and disadvantages, and on this basis, we drafted a program that did not
reflect our actual strength and focus of work in accordance with the rectification movement.
Considering the fact that we started out with reassembled forces and cadres who have long been
mired in disorientations, the said limitations and weaknesses are understandable. The three
assessments and three plannings from 1994 to 1996 were noticeably shallow and did not strike at
the main issues, thus resulting in a loose framework and the loss of focus in carrying out our key
tasks in advancing the rectification movement in the whole region.



These were criticized in the 1997 assessment and we strove to correct them in an effort to
complete our work in the SGRM. We also noted and tried to correct differences in our
knowledge of the national standards on matters of IPO, to serve as the basis of our assessments
and programming and even the specific process of conducting an assessment. We also criticized
the method of assessing our work mainly on the basis of our program without also taking into
account our initial situation and level of development (within the time frame being assessed).
This led to a tendency to belittle our progress and magnify our setbacks or deficiencies on the
basis of frequently high targets in our program.

Our failure to review guidelines, basic documents and Party references like the Party
Constitution, Organizational Guide, etc., was a factor in our deficient assessments. The long
delay in completing our comprehensive summing-up and education in the three-level Party
course was itself a major factor in our failure to more sharply assess the progress of our IPO
work and formulate appropriate plans in the process of rectification. Also, we had long been
negligent in doing preparatory work like written reports and drafts of assessments and programs.
Since 1997, we have made great strides in overcoming these weaknesses and we hope to
completely surmount them through continuous rectification.

Alongside the validation of our Initial SICA, when we next enrich and update our social
investigation and class analysis, it is our task to improve our assessment not only of the condition
and progress of our revolutionary forces but also of the objective condition and development of
the region and its towns and cities. Our level of assessment and programming has sufficed for the
period of building and regularizing our Party organization in the region. Subsequent to this, we
can and should improve our assessment of our subjective forces and the objective situation of the
region at all levels.

Criticism and Self-criticism (CSC). In general, we have resumed the lively practice of regular
criticism and self-criticism in the region as opposed to an acute avoidance of it during the period
of disorientation. In general, every comrade now has the correct attitude regarding the necessity
and importance of CSC in ideological building. We are continuously developing our skills in
conducting CSC that is directly anchored on our IPO work for the purpose of advancing our
work.

From 1993 to 1994, the regular practice of CSC was not promptly revitalized and was not made
part of our comprehensive assessments though there were CSCs conducted in an unsystematic
and sporadic way. Regular CSCs were only initiated along with our regular assessments (every
six months) in 1995, and we endeavored to anchor them on the main concerns of our IPO work.
At the regional level, our assessments were marked by repeated criticisms and the absence of any
decisive change in rectifying the weaknesses and errors pointed out. Prominent among these was
the continuing operation and influence of yellow unionism in the union movement, the
bureaucratic methods of some leading cadres (one was eventually expelled while others were
dropped from the rolls); next was the poor style of work of a relatively large number of cadres
which hindered thoroughgoing mass work and proletarian-revolutionary self-remoulding to raise
our consciousness and commitment to the revolution and the people’s war. As the process of
summing-up, education and CSC is being completed, we are generally decisively overcoming
our weaknesses and are certain of complete success.



In the Political Field

We have been able to sustain the gradual strengthening of the revolutionary movement in the
region while deepening our rectification within the framework of the SGRM. The solid strength
of the basic forces movement in the cities is now being built in an all-round way after achieving
a dramatic expansion in the underground movement and the organizations of the toiling masses.
The expansion was dramatic relative to the modest size of our initial forces and our more than a
decade’s failure at solid organizing among the poor in the communities, and considering that we
were in the midst of struggle against the persistent vestiges of disorientation. The workers’
movement which was renewing its strength became a reliable base for sustaining and expanding
our mass mobilizations and struggles against the Ramos regime and the severe onslaught of the
crisis. We quickly learned to forge alliances with the middle forces and even tactical alliances
with some sections of the reactionaries based on the strength of our basic forces, in order to
expand the scope of our mass work and mobilize millions of people against the chief
representative of the ruling system. In the midst of all these, cadres and activists have taken the
initiative and responded to the call for deployment to the people’s army and the mass movement
in the countryside.

On the other hand, there is still a need to further reinforce and consolidate the strength that we
have built. Political education is still insufficient, especially the Marxist-Leninist-Maoist
grounding of our forces and organized masses which is needed to sharply guard against the
poison and deception of the revisionist renegades and other reformist-reactionary forces and to
advance the two-stage revolution and protracted war. We still have a long way to go to gain
strength among the petty bourgeoisie and intellectuals and we have not yet sufficiently made use
of our strength among the basic masses for this purpose.

It is our task to combat the vestiges of disorientations in mass work which slows down our all-
rounded ideological, political and organizational advance in the workers movement and among
the poor in the communities and in the youth and student movement. We must boldly expand and
consolidate these revolutionary forces and mass movements of the basic forces of the revolution
while effectively disseminating the lessons of a decade’s experience and completing the victory
of the rectification movement. We must temper the legal and underground democratic forces in
the sustained and increased momentum of the vigorously advancing protests and struggles
through more frequent mass mobilizations. We must swiftly muster our gains from bigger
mobilizations and expansion, in the form of added revolutionary strength. We must expand this
even more by learning to forge alliances with all progressive and democratic forces, by boldly
taking advantage of and aggravating the factional strife among the reactionaries in order to
concentrate the just anger of the people against the narrowest possible reactionary target. From
these victories, we must further increase our support for the countryside in the form of
propaganda, cadres and mass activists and other essential support services to the armed
movement in the countryside.

Building Solid Revolutionary Strength. The expanding underground movement encompassing
mass activists is now firmly entrenched under the close leadership of Party branches and groups.
From an undetermined number and quality of mass activists in 1993 and 1994, the one thousand
mass activists that were recruited have increased and been consolidated in the process of



rectification and collectivized in organizing groups and committees in the factories,
communities, schools and other areas where the masses can be found. This is a vast improvement
over the situation when Lagman liquidated our revolutionary strength by deploying mass
activists aboveground and "formed four Party machineries”; and even over the loose forces
resulting from the economistic union committee-union group and "CQO" style of organizing.

From 1995 to 1996, those considered as activists, even if not organized into groups, were
consolidated into organizing groups and committees, core groups and other activist cells, while
they were recruiting and organizing new groups. There was a dramatic increase of activists by
205% from March 1995 to January 1997 equivalent to a 90% increase if we include the
previously unorganized activists. There was a 34% increase up to the third quarter of 1997
exclusive of the area turned over to Southern Tagalog. There are no more unorganized activists
and the unconsolidated and inactive ones have been dropped from the rolls. The number of
activists in each group has also increased from three to four members to six to seven members
per group.

The main factor for this development is our return, starting 1995, to the correct framework of
step by step solid organizing, as outlined in Our Urgent Tasks, and our dissemination of the
important lessons of mass work in the cities and the subsequent guidelines on step by step
organizing in the region. But our cadres and organizers have not yet fully mastered these as we
continue to overcome the bad style of life and mass work that we have grown accustomed to. For
some time and in several cases, remnants of uneven sweeping organizing and mobilization,
economism and obsession with the self-dynamism of mass campaigns also persisted. These were
decisively criticized and resolved in the 1997 assessment.

All activists have finished the study of Philippine Society and Revolution (PSR and Short Course
on PSR) while only 23% have finished the course for mass activists. Less than this number have
studied "Critical and Creative Tasks", "Socialism and the New World Order", Padepa series,
"Wage, Price and Profit", Semifeudalism and others. There is still a lot to be done to extensively
and systematically raise the revolutionary consciousness, commitment and struggle of activists,
which is a major factor in the high rate of drop outs relative to the increase in recruits and
organized groups. As a result, we have not been able to sustain our dramatic expansion overall.

It was only in 1997 that "Critical and Creative Tasks" and "Socialism and the New World Order"
were programmed for study but the setting up of a legal machinery for extensive open education
was delayed for a long time. This machinery has now been set up and is conducting open
education but it is still inadequate for the widespread propagation of Marxist-Leninist education.
It has not also been maximized for the extensive education of mass activists and the members of
unions, community and school associations. This is due to the districts and sections’ lack of close
supervision in the formulation of plans and in the mobilization of student attendance. In addition,
close coordination between the legal machinery and the district committees has not been
established.

This underground movement serves as the backbone of the revolutionary and progressive unions,

the community associations of the urban poor, the associations of youth and students, teachers,
church people, office workers, professionals and others from the petty bourgeoisie. There are a
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few hundred of these mass associations with tens of thousands of members in hundreds of
factories, communities and schools in the whole region. These associations have immediate
access to a hundred more unions and mass associations and more than 200,000 workers, other
poor people in the communities and students and teachers in schools.

In general, this is already a great advance considering the number of solid mass organizations
squandered by the counterrevolutionary renegades. In 1993, we started out with only some
scores of unions and a few community associations of the urban poor (in 12 towns and cities)
which firmly stood up and opposed the splittist and annihilative campaign of the combined
forces of the revisionists and the Ramos regime and its minions in the mass movement. After
decisively defeating their offensive, we were able to consolidate the revolutionary and
progressive mass associations and swiftly expanded. In January 1994, we had more than a
hundred unions with a few tens of thousands of members; and less than three scores of
community associations with more than ten thousand members. In 1996, these went up to nearly
40,000 members in more than 200 associations in factories and communities. But we were
unable to maintain many of these and eventually lost quite a number (besides factories that
closed down and communities that were demolished) because we were unable to promptly
overcome our mainly sweeping style of organizing which resulted in loose mass organizations.
Meanwhile, we can still maximize our accumulated forces and mass base to further expand into
numerous and more strategic factories, communities and schools.

From this mass base we are able to mobilize up to 14,000 workers and urban poor, hundreds of
youth and students, and scores of middle forces in nationwide protest actions undertaken twice or
thrice a year. There are smaller and more frequent mass actions outside of these. Because of
these nationwide protest actions, we are able to mobilize thousands of additional unorganized
masses in marches and rallies and link them to the broad people’s struggles (like the anti-Charter
Change mobilization of 1997).

From a total of only a few thousands of participants (almost all of whom were workers) from
1994 to 1996, at a frequency of once or twice a year, we improved our capacity for mass
mobilizations, though initially, we did not firmly grasp the correct relationship between
mobilizations based on our accumulated solid strength, on the one hand, and the mustering of
new forces from among those mobilized to serve as additional solid strength, on the other. This
weakness was reflected in our relegation of the task of mobilization to the relatively independent
legal machinery while the underground forces remained on the sidelines; instead we could have
combined the efforts of the legal machinery and the underground forces under the Party’s
direction and correct stress within the year. We also contented ourselves with mobilizing only
the directly available organized masses instead of combining their strength with the allies and
masses that they were capable of mobilizing. These weaknesses were criticized in our 1997
assessment and we have endeavored to correct them. There is still a need to improve our
capability and method of mustering the gains of our expanding mobilizations in the form of
additional revolutionary forces, to further strengthen the democratic movement and the flow of
support to the countryside.

Mass Campaigns. We are now capable of launching major mass campaigns at the regional, town
and city level while ensuring our participation in national campaigns, big or small. We were able
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to contribute substantially to the vigorous advance of the regional and national mass protests and
struggles in the face of the worsening crisis of the ruling system. Our exposures and struggles
against the Ramos regime and its anti-people schemes and policies, against its foreign monopoly
capitalist master, the local big comprador bourgeoisie and landlords, were timely and sustained.
There were militant actions against such schemes as imperialist globalization, denationalization,
deregulation, liberalization, privatization, etc.

From small, few and far between, our mobilizations grew bigger, became more frequent and
mobilized hundreds, thousands, up to more than 10,000 workers, urban poor, youth and students,
organized in mass associations. Thousands more spontaneously joined in the actual marches and
rallies. We achieved this while rejecting the bureaucratic, one-sided method of mobilization that
relied on bused-in participants, paid advertisements and subsidies from Party funds.

From 1997, we were able to launch three major mass campaigns in the region on our own
initiative (Kalbaryo 96, Lakbayan and Kalbaryo 97; at the town and multi-town level,
PNR2000). We participated in eight national campaigns and mobilized thousands of workers and
urban poor, and hundreds of students and middle forces, outside of our participation in small
propaganda actions like picket rallies. Various forms of propaganda were undertaken in these
campaigns with written manifestos reaching anywhere from several thousands to 100,000 copies.

In Kalbaryo 97, a couple of thousands were mobilized in the march-rally-cultural action towards
Mendiola. We were able to make public the suffering and oppression of the people perpetrated
by the ruling class.

The combined PEC-RCST Lakbayan (supported by CL and the national organs in NCR),
sustained the vigour of the toiling masses’ protest actions and struggles and carried the
antifascist, anti-imperialist and antifeudal line. It advanced the workers demand for a reasonable
living wage. It also served as an example of militant protest and struggle to the numerous people
mobilized on the basis of a relatively lower level of unity like anti-CHACHA. No one can
dispute the vigour, scope and intensity of our education and propaganda within our organized
mass base as well as among a big number of unorganized masses. From the period of preparation
up to the actual march, we made full use of different forms of propaganda and education like
written manifestos, OD-OP, posters, placards and streamers, murals, mass meetings, symposia,
march-rallies, cultural presentations, and even the multi-media. All this was accomplished within
a short span of time. There were tens of thousands of posters, legal manifestos and copies of an
underground newspaper (special issue). There were also thousands of songbooks printed.

Outside of the days for preparation, we were able to mobilize the majority of our subjective
forces and legal mass organizations three days in a row. Nearly 3,000 organized masses were
mobilized on the first day of convergence and many more thousands on the last day in Mendiola.
In the process we were able to muster the support of the masses, unions and other mass
associations, middle forces and allies. We raised a significant amount of funds and food supply.

In Kalbaryo 98, we launched extensive propaganda actions in the form of march-rally-cultural

actions in ten areas covering scores of communities and participated in by around 100 people per
area; and converged into a central rally in Mendiola where thousands massed. We mobilized
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mass organizations and cultural groups and more than a hundred cultural activists. We came out
with more than 10,000 copies of a manifesto at the local level and twice that number at the
regional level. In general, we were warmly welcomed by the masses in the communities we
passed and they were given an additional venue for supporting and participating in protest
actions. On the basis of some of our failings, we learned the importance of build-up actions, the
need for propaganda in the communities along the route, and the utilization of the bourgeois
media in mobilizations of this type.

We were also able to correctly position and coordinate the regionally initiated mass actions with
the national campaigns by drafting a two-month plan for every campaign. Their relation to
consolidation work was also in accordance with the targets set (full engagement of legal and
underground machineries twice a year).

From 1995 to 1996 (the period of a comprehensive putting-into- order of various fields of work),
we one-sidedly relegated the administration of campaigns to the legal machineries while the
underground machineries were made to concentrate on consolidation work. Overall, the legal
machinery was able to respond to all the major national mass campaigns and in fact, the region
was a major force in these campaigns. Several thousands were mobilized for national issues such
as SONA, APEC, Qil Deregulation, Centennial, and others. For Mayo Uno, we mobilized
thousands. We also failed to lay down the correct relationship between national campaigns and
consolidation work and even between major and small campaigns, though it has been our
practice to concentrate all our forces only on the Mayo Uno mobilization. This has resulted in the
absence of a programmed development of our capability in launching mass campaigns that are
correctly linked to consolidation work.

We started to systematize the conduct of mass campaigns in 1997, after this was pointed out in
our assessment. The regional mass campaign committee was set up in November 1997, after it
was determined that the previous system used during the Lakbayan no longer sufficed. In
addition, we had an immediate need for it as our capacity for mass mobilization expanded with
the more favourable conditions in our region and the whole country.

Learning from our experience in Lakbayan, our succeeding campaigns also made use of
dispersed mobilizations and propaganda actions that culminated in centralized protest actions
like Kalbaryo and Mayo Uno. Such a conduct of campaigns develops our capability in direct
propaganda and mobilization within a broad area in NCR through small but numerous march-
rallies which attract a greater number of people and project widespread vitality and militance.
This also overrides the disadvantages of our past mobilizations which were limited to a few main
and short routes on the way to the central rally such as: limited propaganda scope, contraction of
the number of participants who had to be gathered at converging points from different distances
and failed to take advantage of the spontaneous participation resulting from numerous routes of
march, and additional expense for renting transport vehicles.

In numerous cases in our past campaigns, illegal propaganda in the form of OD-OP was carried

out but this was not widespread and effective. We can and should undertake synchronized and
widespread OD-OP on traditional anniversary celebrations of the CPP, NPA and NDF.
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Our task now is to sustain the frequency of our mass campaigns, further expand the number of
those mobilized and improve our capacity while developing our skills in swiftly mustering and
making use of our victories by expanding the revolutionary forces for the cities and the
countryside. We also need to further develop our ability in combining with other progressive and
democratic forces and allies to expand our mobilizations beyond our own strength.

Advancing the Workers Movement. We have been able to renew our strength. The revolutionary
workers movement in the region is continuously consolidating and expanding while vigorously
launching the rectification movement. Since 1993, we have increased the number of our unions
by 40 percent and the number of unionists by 27 percent. We are in contact with and conducting
organizing work in scores of additional unions covering tens of thousands of workers.

Our progress in building or transforming unions into revolutionary unions with a broad
underground movement has been slow particularly in the large and strategic enterprises. It has
been noted that 47 percent of the enterprises where we have unions have less than 200 workers.
Only 13 percent of our unions have more than 500 workers per union. Many big and small
unions are in the hands of the old yellow and revisionist renegades and for a long time we made
no effort to organize them or seize their leadership. In our 1997 assessment, we criticized the
persistent economistic framework of the Union Committee-Union Group concept and in
particular, the concept of union capturing which prioritized organizing work in friendly unions or
unions with easy to win over leaderships while work in other unions not falling within this
category was deferred even if they were big and important for swift expansion and revitalization.
The decision was taken to expand into many manufacturing, service and transport enterprises
with more than 200 workers, into those more strategic and the bulwarks of the revisionists. Cadre
teams were deployed and relatively strong factory branches were also given expansion tasks but
expansion has yet to take off since our main stress has been in the consolidation and putting into
order of our organization in the whole region.

The transformed or set up revolutionary and progressive unions are continuously being
consolidated and tempered in militant union struggles and street actions. (These have in fact been
the wellspring of a big majority of our mobilizations since 1993.) Within these unions there are
Party branches and groups leading hundreds of activists in organizing groups and circles. These
are still extremely few relative to the number of the union members, and especially in relation to
the size of the whole labor force. We still need to exhaustively combat the influence of
economism, further consolidate the leading Party branch and fill up the underground movement
and the ranks of the mass members within the union structure, and recruit fulltime
revolutionaries for the different people’s movements and the people’s army.

Many of these unions have freely been disseminating studies on Philippine society and
revolution and other timely topics along the national democratic line through big and small study
meetings and discussions. But we still need to increase their frequency in every union and
invigorate studies and discussions on socialism and the introduction to Marxism-Leninism-
Maoism; train instructors and reproduce more reading materials.

After several years of relative silence, there is now an upsurge of militant struggle in th