


The advance of Ohinese troops into Tibet has stirred up a hornet's nest
of .charges in the Jmerican press of Chinese aggression agajnst Tibst. &ince little
ii-vpopularly ‘pown of Tivet'ls relationship to Chira, the irpression has gained
g#ound that the People'!s Beyublic of Ch’na hac wantenly attacked a peaceful neighbor.
m fact 1 that for more than three lundred years Tibet has bean part of China jJust
d.qrmuch as Manchuria end Sinkiang are integral parts of China. Tibet, throughout,
e.cknowledged the sovereignty of the Chinese ruler in Peking. IXven as early as the
tl:drteenth century, Kubla Khan as emperor of Ohiaa, selected the sovereign of the
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There has not been a single couatry, including the United States and
&raat Britain, which until 1949 raised any cuection 28 to Tibet being a part of
r-dﬁ;.pa. nor had there been, up to that time, a Tibetan or a Chinese leader who ques~
i:lonad this relationship. &un Yat-scn, the founder of tha Firet Chinese Republic,

épe&tedly affimed Ohina's sovereiguty over Tibet. Chiang Eni-shek in his book
"Ohina s Destiny" declares: "Following the conversion of the Tufans in Tidet to

._;mism the orientation of Tibet's development wae toward China...s....Thus,Tibet's

" riod of assimilation hag lasted cver thirteen hundred years." (1) He referred to

'metans as one of the "five peoples designated in China."(2)
.‘vf:.:

_ The question of Tibet's lndependence’of China is thus of recent vintage
and very much associated with the defeat and flight of Chiang Kei~shek to Taiwen
(Formosa) and the esteblishment of the Puople's Rerublic of China in 1949,

During the course of over one hundred years Great Britain, based on its
rossesslon of ‘Indie and Burma, came t0 exercise a dowinant influence over Tibet. In
1351 the gtrategic border region of ikkim (a province of Tibet adjoining India)

(1) CHIANG KAI-SHEK - China's Destiny & Chinese Bconomic Theory ~ Roy Publ,,N.¥.
1947 - page 38
(2) Ivia - page 40 '



wags compelled to sign a treaty with Great Pritain under which Great Britain took
over the conduct of its foreigs affairs and Sikiim pledged to place its military
forcee at "t}-le disposal of the British. In Marchi 1830, Ohina was compelled by

Bngland to »aig'x'a treaty which recognized the British “protectorate® over Sikidm.

The treaty, however, reaffirmed China's eoverbignty over Tibet. On Janvary &,1903%
lord Ourgon, Viceroy of India, proposed to the British government to launch an at~
tack on Tibet eince Ythe militery pover of the Tibetans is very low and would not
involve perious resistance.” isovrdingly, in dugast, 1904 e British expedition of
thf:"ee\l thousand troope invaded Pibet and comgslled the go;ornment to exempt Br?.tiﬁh
imports into Tibet of any duty, and required Tibet to pay over five huncred tLousand
peunds sterling "as indemmnitiss for the expenses enteiled by the dispatch of Briiish

troopes" By an agreement mado on gust 31, 1907, Englend sgain pledged herself,

togather with Russia, %o recognize China's sovercignty over Tibet. In the fall ¢f

1513, England again, in tho 8imla Agreement, though ostensibly recognizing Chinu's
dovareignty over Tibet, sought to sever part of Tibet by providing for an "Inrer"
beat\to remain under China's control and an "Outer" Tibet to become'"sutonomous."
So highly have the British valued their position in Tibet that, even now, after the
foruation of the Indian government, the Indian Gevernment'e representative in Titet
remaing an Englishman,

More recently dmerican intereet in Tibet has been.shown in the visit of
lowall Thomes, whose consultations with the ruler of Tibet, the Dalal lema, on
drerican mi‘litary assistance, has been followed by the arrival of dmerican officer:
and military equimment via Darjeeling, India to lhasa in Tibet. The agreement to
transport through Indian territory wae made directly by United States Ambassador

Henderson with Nehru. The New York Times' corraapondént on Decerber 6, .1950. re-

vorted that lloyd V. Steer, Minlster~Coungellor of the United States Embassy in Now
Delhi had ¥lown together with British diplomatic representatives to Tibet's border
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region of Bikkim in counsection with the aigamclot 8 traaty granting India the right
to station troops in Sikiim.

The historical record tims ashows that hand in hand with formal recognition
of China's sovereignty over Tibet hes bear the actual contral exercised vy Great
Britain and the moroaaihg influence of tlis United Btates. It becomes clear that
chargas of aggrecsion ty China againet Tibet are bared not on the question of law-
ful sovereig:fy ovar Tibel, tut on the fact that China s now in a poeition to ef-
fectively exerciss this sovereisnty thus sxelnding British and merican domination
of &n integral part of Onina.

It is lateresting (0 note a developlas techmique om the pari of the
Vostern powers towards those areas ¢f China which they consider necessary to tneir
strateglo interests. In relation to Formosa and now Tibet this technique conglsta
of trylng to detach whole arvas long acknowledged to be Chinese and opening vp Jong
cottled questions of sovereignty.

The historficel and profound sssociation of fibet with Oiina is, howerer,
no% a begatells to be vetained or severed as the interssts of foreign powers d.ctate.
The Tibetan people, after a loag period of foreign domination now have the prospect
of establishing e truly independent Tibet tngether with the rest of the people of
Unlna.

The disparity af views exprecsed on Tibet in the Jmerican and Chinese
Pross gﬁe point to the adage of Lincoln that "The wolf and the laub are noi agrend

on the definition of liberty."
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