


THE CHINESE REVOLUTION AND THE COMMUNIST FARTY CF CHINA
By
Mao lze-tung#*

Part I - The Chinese Society

The Chinese People

China is one of the largest couatries in ths world, its erea is larger than the
whole of Europe. Within this wide expanse of land, there are large stretches of
fertile paddy fields, which feed and clothe us; there are both high eand low mount-
ain ranges transversing the whole country, large and snall plateaux and plains
where great forests grow, and with rich minerals in store; there are innumereble
rivers, streams and lakes, which provide us with waterways and fecilities for
irrigation: there is a long coast line, which enables us to communicate with the
rest of the world. And in such a wide expanse of land had our forefathers la-
bored, harvested and brought up children since very early times.

The ‘present boundaries of China are: Northeast, Northwest and a part of West
China meet the U.S.3.R.; a part of West and Southwest China meet India, Bhutan
and Nepel; in the south lie Siam, Burma and Annam, which are not far from Taiwan;
in the east lie Japan and Korea, This geopraphical situation has lent both
favoreble and unfevorable external conditions to the Chinsse revolution. On the
favérable side, China is close to U.S.S.R., and is far from the American and
Buropean imperialistic countries; as to the countries on the border of China,
many ere colonial and semi-colonial, Adversely, Japaness imzerialism taking ad-
vantage of the short distance by sea, land and air, had in tne nast continually
threatened Chinats existence and the Chinese revolution,

China has at present a population of four hundred and fifty million, epprox-
imetely one quearter of the World!s population. INinety per cent of China's pop-
uletion are of thc Han race. Apart from these are other minorities, namely, the
Mohammedans, Mongols, Tibetans, llanchu, Miao, Chans cnd Li peoples. Though the
standard of civilization of these people vary, they 8ll have a long period of his-
tory. China is a country composed of a conglomeration of peoples, and it has an
enormous population,

The develorment of the Chinese nation (chiefly the development of the Hens),
is the same as any great nation in the world, in that it had gone through thous-
ands of years of primitive communist society, equal and classless. Since the
collapse of the primitive communist society, the era of class distinction began,
first, a society of serfdom, then, a feudal socisty. This process, up to the
present, has lasted five thousand years. In the history of the development of
the Chinese people, chiefly of the Hans, well lmown achievements have bheen made in
the fields of agriculture and handicreft, & host of thinkers, scientists, irvent-
ors, politicians and strategists were produced, aiso @ mine of classical works
were accurulated. Three thousand years ago, the compass was invented in China,
One thousand and scven hundred years ago, the art of raper-making was invented.
Ons thousand and twe hundred yeers ago, plate-printing was invented. Gunpowder
was used in China much earlier than in Europe. Thus Chine is ons of the earliest
civilized countries in the world, as China has five thousend years of civilization.

* Written in 1939, (see note p. 20)



Not only are the Chinese poople w ell known for endurance and tenacity, but
they are also a people who love liberty and possess revolutionary traditions.
Taking the history of the Han people as an example, we can see that the Chinese
people cannot tolerate the rule of corruption, time and again they have over-
thrown and reconstructed the ruling class by revolutions. In thousands of
years of Han history, hundreds of peesant revolts occurred, overthrowing the
corrupt rule of the nobles end landlordz, and the change of each dynestic rule
was always the direot result of peasent revolts, The various peoples of the
Chinese nation ere never willing 1o boWw their heads to the oppression of the ou
side world, and thev have clweys usod revoluticnary rsans to emancipete. them-
selves. They only approve of ‘cooreretion wndor equal terms, and disapprove of
oppression, In the five thousand years of Chinese history, many national heroes
and revolutionary leaders have been produced; in addition, we can boast of meny
revolutionary military leaders, statesmen, writere and thinkers. Consequently,
the Chinese people possess a glorious revolutionary heritage and fine historical
traditions, '

Ancient Fendal Society

Although China is a great country, with vast areas, a long period of history
and & fine revolutionary heritage, yet, ever since China overthrow serfdom, emer
ing into a feudal society, she has remained stationary, Since the Chow dynesty
(1126 B.C,-221 B.C.), this feudal society lasted for thrée thousend years. On
account of the duration of fzudalism in China, the devolopment of China's econom
polities and culture became retarded or even remained at e standstill for an
immengely long period. For the last three thousand yeurs, the Chinese society

hag been a feudalistic ons,

The economic and political systems of feudal China were formed by the fol-
lowing important charscteristics:

(1) The self-sufficient naturel esconomy has plaved the most important role
in the Chinese economy. Not only did the peagants producé their own food, but
most of the articles they use are made by their own hands, The landlords spent
the rents paid to them by the peasants mostly for their personal enjoyment, such
rents were never used for bartering. Although bartering g done at that time,

it never hed any decisive effect.,

(2) Vhile the feudal ruling class, i.e,, lendlords, nobles and Emperors,
ovned most of the land, the peasants only ownod a very small fraction of it, or
nons at ell, The peasants used their ovm tools to plough the land of their land-
lords, nobles and Emperor, presenting forty, fifty, sixty or even seventy per ce:

of the crop to their landlords, nobles and Emperor. In fact, these peasants
were really serfs.

(3) Not only did the landlords, nobles and Emperors live on the exploitation
of the peasants in the form of rents, but the government monopolised by the land.
owning class forced the peasants to support a large number of nobles and bureau-
orats, and an srmy to suppress the peasants, by paying tribute and taxes, and by
consoripting labor. :



(t) It was exactly such feudal government of the land-ewning class which
protected this kind of feudal exploitation., In the Chow dynasty, China was a
feudai country ruled by feudal lords: after being unitecd by Chin Shih Huangti
(221 5.0,), China becsme a despotic ~nd centralized fendal country, bub at the
same time, to a certain exteant, feudal lords continned to exist. In such a feudal
state, the sovereign vas all-poverful, all over the country, Yzmers (county gov-
ernment offices) mere set up in order tu rur the aray, the crinminsl courts, and
to collect taxes in cash and in kind, Such feudal rule depended =lso upon the
support ¢f landlords and ofticials.

Ir. the past, under the econcalc exploitations and oppressive measures of
these feudalistic regimes, Chinese peasnts had never enjoyed any personal liberty,
physical or political, ILandlords had thz right to vhip and scovrge peasants at
will, and could even infliect death penalties. Of course, the peasants had no
part in politics vhatsoever, The severe hardsinips and backwardness of peesants
caused by the unscrupulous exploitations and oppressions of the land-owning cless
clearly explains why thsse economic ard social orders in the Chinese society had
remained stagnant for thousands of years,

The chief conilict in the feudal society was the conflict between the peas-
antry and the land-owring class, But in such a society, only the peasantry and
handicraftsmen forrmed the basic class which was responsible for the enrichment of
national resources and the development of culture.

The unsecrupulous econamic exploitations and political oppression of the peas-
antry carried out by the land-owning class, had¢ time and again unaveidably re-
sulted in inmimerable peasant revolts, rebelling sgainst the rule of the land-
oming class, Since the Chin dymasty (221-202 3.C.), there had boen revolts led
by Chen Sheng, Wu Kwangz, Hsiang Yu, Iiu Fang; ir tke Fan dynasty (203 30-265 AD)
there had been revolts led by Hsin Shih, Ping Iin, Chih liei, Huang Chin, Tong Mj.
In the Sui dynasty (561-618 A,D,), by Li Mi Tou Chien-teh; in the Tang dynasty
(619-299 A.M.), by Huang Ch'ao; in the Sung dynasty (960-1260 4.D.) by Bung Kiang,
Fang Lsh; in the Yuan dynasty (1261-1367 4.D.), by Chu Tuan-chang; in the Ming
dynasty (1369-164Y4 A4.D.), br Li Chih-cheng; right up to the Taiping Rebellion of
the Ching dynasty (1645-1911 A.D.), hundreds of peasant revolts had broken out,
all of vhich were agrurian revolutions. In scale, peasant revolts and peasant
revolutions found in the history of China are unprecedented in the world. Only
such reacant revolts and peasant revolutions could form the actual motive force
for the progress of Chineee history, Zecause resulting from each peasant revolt
and pessant revelution, the contemporansous feudal rule received severe blows,
coneaquently, the productive relationship of society went through a change, and
the development of the social productivity somehow premoted. But in the past, due
to the absence of new productivity and new productive methods, the lack of e
Progressive politieal party, these peasant revolts and peasant revolutions suffer-
ed from having no leadership, unlike the present peasant revolts and reasant
revolutions led by proletariat and the Communist Party. As a result, all peasant
revolutions of the past were invariably failuree, and the peasantc during the
revolntions or after, were used by the landlords and nobles, as mere stepping
stones for etfecting changes of regime in the interest of their own. Conrequently,
although after each peeasant revolution some progress was made, fundamentally,
the feudal economic relations and the feudal political system remained the same,

Such conditions contirued, and new changes appeared only during tke last
hundred years,
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development - of Chine se bourszeoicie, but the former had already come into ex-
istence before imperialism hzd taken firm roots in China, Thus, compared with
the Chinese bourgenisie, the Chinese proletariat is older and more matured, and

its social foundation is much wider.

However, the developmeni of Chinese capltalism, as mcntioned above, only con-
cerns one aspect of the changes cauveed by the invasion of foreign imperialism in
China; another aspect, which existed vith the former, bat which alco retards its
development, 1y the onpression sustained by Chinese capitalism as a result of the
cooparztion between foreign imnerialism ard the rermainding feudal elements of China,

The invasion of the impsrialistic powers in China is definitely not for the
purpose of converting Chira inte a capitalistic country, Conbrarily, the object
of the imperialistic powers is to reduce China to thair semi-coloxy and colony,

With thic object in mind, the imperialistic pomers have carried and are still
carrying cut the following millitery, vpoliticszl, economic and cultural devices and
methods to gradually tura China into their semi-colony and colony!

(1) In Jefeating Ckins in wor, the imperialistic powers took many Chinese de-
pendent states and a nart of her territories, Japen Took Xorea, Taiwan, the Fy-
ukyu Islunds, Pescodores islands, Port Arthur, Enland seized Burma, 3hutarn,
Nepal and Horgkong, France occuried Armam; and even an insignificant country
like Portugal, iooic Macau, After losing her territories, China had to pay large
sums of war indemnity as well, All these were severe blows to the colossal Chin-
esc feudal smpire, ' '

(2) 3y virtve nof the unequai treaties, the imperialistic powers ovtained the
right to station armiss and navies in China, and establish consular jurlisdiction,
China was thus divided into sections under their spheree of influence,

(3) On the strergth of the same treatles, the imperialistic powers gained
coutrol over all important ports in China, establishing consessions in many mu-
ricivalities directly under their control, "They controlled China's customs and
foreign tradc, and China's communiceticns (by sea, land, alr and inland waterways).
Thus they could force the Chinese peasant to f£ill their needs,

() The imperislistic powers set up many light industries and soms heavy in-
duytries in China, They are thus able to exnloit Chines raw materials and cheap
labor, to compete directly with Chinrese national indusiriles, :

(5) The imperialistic powers, by means of granting loans to China, and estab-
lishing banks in this country, have gained control over China's finance, Thus,
not only have they killed China's national capitalicm by commercial competition,
but they have also gained coutro) over China's finance.

(6) The imperialistic powers have woven a large compredore and usurious ex-
ploiting net, stretching over all importaut cities and the pocr remote countryside
as well, MNurturing a class of compradore end a cla ss of usurere for their servic
they have been able to exploit the large Chinese peasantry with ease,

{(7)_Apart from the compradore class , the imperizlistic powers need a greater
cocial force Fo suppert their rule over China, and this social force is none other
than the remaining feudal elements of Chiana, "In onpressing the people, they






(2) National capitulism has already developed to a certain extent in China,
and it has some inflgence on Chinese politics and culture, But it dnes not rlay
a major rart in the “hinese' soci al economy, Its power is weak and it its related
to foreign imperialisma nd the remains of Chinese feudalism, After the Mukden
Incident most of the Chinese naticnal industries were either destroyed or seized
by Japanese imperialisa, Thus an even greater change took place in China,

(3) The tyrannical rule of kings and nobles was overthrown and in its place
we find either the rule of warlords and bureaucrats, or the tule of landlords and
the upper bourgenisie, During the var, Japanese imperiallism and its pupvets
ruled over tihe occupied arees,

(4) Not only have tre Smperialistie powers zained control over China's fin-
ance and economy, but pclitical and military affairs as well, During the war,
the occupied aréas were coupletely in the hands of Japanese imperialisr,

(5) On account of the fact thet China is vnder the rule or control of many
imperialistic powers, that for a long pericd che has remained diunited, and also
that her area is vast, China's economic, political and cultural developments have
been unbalarced,

(6) Under the twofold oppressions of imperilism and the remains of feudal-
ism, especially %that of Japanese impericlism, the Chinese people, chiefly the
peasants, become poorer and poorer daily, fast approaching bankrupicy. They
endure both hunger and cold, and are completely deprived of political rights, The
extrerme hardships and appression cf the Chinese people zre not bvo bpe found else-
where in the world,

Such are the characteristics of the colonial, semi-colonial and semi-feudal
Chinese society,

The cooperation of foreign imperielism and the remains of feudalism in China
determines the szbove characteristics, and the chief factor Is reelly tLe power of
international imperialism and Japanese imperialism,

The chief conflicts in the present Chinese society are the conflict between:
imperialism and the Chinese nation, and the conflict between the remains of the
feudal elemerts and the Chinese people, (Naturally there cre other couflicts as
well, such ac the conflict between the bourgeoisie oand the proletariat and the
conflict within the ruling class), Of all these coaflicts, the most important
is the conflict betwseen imperialism und the Chinese natiosn, These growing con-
fliets resulted in the development of revoluticns, The great Chinese revolutions
of todey and of the past have originated and developed from these conflicts,

Part 11 - The Chinese Ravolution

The_ Revolutionary Mevements of the Last Fundred Years

The process of the transzformation of China into a semi-colony and colony by
the cornsolidation of imperislism and the remains of the Chinese feudalism is one
and the same with the process of the resistance of the Chinese people against im-
perialism and its underlings., Since the Opjum War (1840), the Taiping Revolution
(1850-65), the Sino-Freach War (1873), the Sino-Japenese War (1894-1895, Consti-~
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and the present Sins~Japanese War., PBat frew 1927-37, within this long period, the
Chinese bourgeoicie coopercted witih imperialists and forrned a reactionary alliance
yith the land-owning clcss, betraying their friends and heliners -~ peasantry and
petiy bourgeoisie, They betrayed thie Chinese revolution, and became the common
enemy of the people, causing the revolution to feil, Thus the revolutionaries
and the revolutionary party {the Comrunist Party) have been forced to regard the
bourgeoisic as one of the enemies of the revolution, ZIuring the Sino-Japancse
Tar, a section of the great lanilords and uprer btourgecisie, represented by Wang
Ching-wei, haa already tetrayed Chirz, end nod become traitors, thus tke Chinese
people cannot tut regard these elemonts of the upper bourgeosisie thet had be-
trayed the interests of the neople, as another sroup of eremies of the revolution,

Thus we cun understend that the streagth ¢ the 2nemies of the Chinese revg-
lution is extraordinsrily formideble. The cnemies of the Chinese revolution not
only include tre great lmperiszlistic pewers, but also the powerful semi-feudal
force as well, and within a certain period, She bourgsoisie who betraved the
people by coorerating with imperialism snd seri-feudalism, are alsn included, It
is erroneous to underestimate the power of the enemies of the Chincse revolution,

Faced with such enerier, the prolonged and blosdy state of the Chinese re-
volution becomes inevitable, As our eunemies arc so powerful, the revolutionary
force cen only be strengthened and accurmlated after a very long period, so that
it mcy become an invincible force in achieving ultirmate victory over the enenmios,
dg the enemies are feroclously suppressing the Chinese revolution, thus the re-
volutionary force must be rersistent and strong, in guarding its own camp, and in
defeating tre enemy. It is erroneous to think that the revolutionary force
could quickly tecome overwheluiing and that the Chines:z ravolution coulq easily
succeed.,

Faced witi, such enemies, it soes without saying thet Lz method to be adopted
and the predominant paitern of the Chirese revolution cennct be a peaceful one
but only through crmed struggle. Our ecnemies do nst allow the Chinese people to
carry out peaceful activities or to possess any political freedom., Stalin has
rightly said: "The special feature of the Chinese revoluiioa is the revolt of
the crmed masses against the armed reactioraries," It is erronecous to iznore
the principles of armed strugsles, the revolutiorary wars, guerilla warfare and
political weric in the army,

Faced with such enenies, questicns arise concerning the special revolutionary
bases, The great imperialistic power and their reactionary allied armies in China
have always indefinitely occupied the important Chinese cities. If the revolu-
tionary force refuses to compromise with foreign imperialism and its servile une
derllngs, out cn the contrary strugzsles to the very end, and if the revolutionary
foree accumulates and nurtures its own strength 2nd aveids fighting decisive
battles with the powerful enemies vhen its oun strength is not vet ascertained,
then it must turn the backward remote rural areas into rrogressive strong bases
great military, pelitical, economic and cultural revolutionary strongholds, Then
from these strongholds, the revolutionary force can start to drive oui tue nal-
icious enemies based on the large cities encroaching upcn the villages; also from
these strongholds, the revolutionary force may, through prolenged struggles, grad-
ually achieve total suecess. Under such conditioms, and because of the mnbal-
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These two important taske of the Chinese Bevolution are correlated.. As the
imperialists are chicf supporters of the remaining foudal elements, thus, unless
the imrerialists are overtirown, the remaining feudal elements cannot be eradi-
cated, Conversely because ‘he ramainlng feudal elements form the mainstay of
the Chinese society under the rulas of imrerialism, thus, unless they are complete-
ly wired out, the rule of imperialisu cannot bve overthrown, Consequently, although
the national revolutior and democratic revolution are two separate basic tasks of
the Chinese Revolution, théy are comnlementurv to each othor,

At presert, the main task of the national revolution in China is to defend
against the invusion of imperialistic Japaa, while the de®ocratic revolution rust
be fulfilled in the course of achievirg final victory in the anti-Japanese war, .
Thereforo the tasks of both the Jdewoeratic znd national revolutinoms are bound to-
gether, The conception that these twoe revolutions are two separate stages cf
the Chinece Revolution is out of date.

The Forces of tlie gh;gese Revolution

Judging by the analysis «f the characteristics of Chinese gociety at its pres—
ent stage, the objects (enemies) and the tasks of she Chinese Revolution. what are
the forces of the Chineso Rovolutiont?

. Since the Chineceé society is & colonial, semi-colornial and semi-feudal so-
ciety, since.the chief encmigs of the Chinese Jevolution are the foreigm imperial-
ists rullng China and the internal semi-feudal influence, and since the tasks of
the Chinese Revolutioa are to carry out national and democratic revolutions by
overthrowing these two opprassors, then, what classes or class strata anong the
various classes and ciaes stxata of the Chinese sociely can form the forces in
overthroving imperizlism and feudalism? This is the prodiem concerning the

forces of the Chinese Revolutiou at% 1its present stage, and we must fully under-
stand these forces of the Revolution befure we can corroctly solve the problem

of fundamontal straheev

Vhat classgs are there'in:the vresent Chinese society? There are the land-
ovaing class anpd the bourgeoisis; these %wo classes are the upper ruling classes,
Bisides, there arve the pru]euar-at the jeasantry ard the various categories of
retty bourgeoisie, The latter .tree cJas"eB, in most parts of China today, are
still ruled by the Iormer two classes.

The attit:de and She viewpoint of all these clnqses towards the Chinese Rew
olution are dciermined by their roles in the social. sconory, <Tlus the charactore
istics of the social economy not only determine the enemies and tasks of the rev-
olution, but its forcas as well,

‘let us now analyse the different classes of the Chinese society.

(1) The Iond-Owning Clasg; This class represents the reméining feudal ele-
ments, *t forms the mainstay of the Chinese society under the Impericlistic rule,
It is the class that explnits and oppresses the peasantry and it retards the pro-
gress of Chinese society in the spheres of politics, economy and culture, without
meking any contribution towards the Chinese society.






with imperialism and the resaining feudal elements, In this sense, it is a part
of the revolutiorary forces, In the history of the Chinese Revolution, they have
shown thelr vigor in the struvggle againgt imperialien, bureaucracy and wer-lordiem,

On the other hand, sinee i1t is fecble both economically and politically, and
has not completely dbroken away from its econcmic ties with Imperialism and the re-
maining feudal elements, it lacks the couvrage in taking part in anti-imperialistic
and anti-feudalistic revolutions, This hecnmes especially obvious when the
People’s Revolution has reached a powerful stage.

From this dual idiosyvucrasy of the natioral bourgeoisie, we can conclude that
at a certain period and undor certain circumstances, it can take part in anti-
imperielistic, anti-bureaucratic and anti-warlord revclutions, and 1t can become
a part of the revolutionary forces, But at other times, it might serve the upper
bourgeoisie by assistirg the anti-revolutionary forcas,

But the Chinese national bourgeoisie is mainly a middle bourgeoisie. Although
from 1927 to 1931 (the Mukden Incident), it had codperated with the upper land-
owning class and upper bourgeoisie in fighting sgainst the revclution; Ifundament-
elly, this class had mever held any political power, Instead, they were controll-
ed by the redctlonary volicy of the ruling upper 1and-owning claﬂs ahd upper
bourgeoisie, During the Resistance Wer, not ounly is this group differant from .
the traitorous upper bourgenisie, but it is also difierent from the diehards of
the upper bourgeoisie. Up to the prosent, it is still a comparatively good ally
¢of ours, thus it is essential *hat we must exarcise caution in dealing with this
class stratunm,

(3) “he various catemorigs ¢f tne_pnutﬁ bourgeoisie. The petty bourgeoiéie
includes the infellizentsia, pauonrs in the cities, employecs, handicraftsmen,
free professionnl ren and small bisinescmen,

All these types of petty bourgeoicie along with the peasantry have been
oppressed by imperialiem, the remaining feudal elements and the upper bourgeoiele,
and are being increasingly reduced to bankruptey apd ruin,

~ 'Consequertly, the petty bourgooisie is one of the forces of the revolution, It
is a reliable aily of the proletariat, and it s only under the leadership of the
proletariat that the pstiy bourgeoisie can hope to be emamcipated.

Let us now analyse the various categories of the petty bourgeolsie, not in-
cluding tre peasantry.

(a) The intelligentale and the stugegtg In the space of several decades
China has produced a large group of intelligenteia and students, Within this

group, with the exception of those who are in touch with and in the service of im-
perialisu, the remaining fevdal elements and the upper bourgeoisie, are threatenod
with unemploymenrt or the sucpension of thelr schoollng . Therefors this group is
quite revolutionary, They possess a certain amount of sclentific knowledge, a
€004 pelitical consciousness, and are able to become the vanguards and exponent of
the revolution, The Returned Students' Movemernt before the overthrow of the
Manchu dynasty, the May 4th Movement in 1910, the May 30th Movement in 1925, the
December 9th Movement in 1935, are good examples. It is particulerly true that
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Ve can divide the peacaniry into three classes:

(a) The rich farmers take up approximately 5 per cent of the rursl popula-
tion (including the landlorde they take up 10 per cent of the peasantry), and are
known as the cquntry bourgaois;e. Most of the rich farmers in China are imbued
with semi-feudal characteristics and are related to the tom bourgeolsie. But the
revolutlonary goverument should not regaird rich farmers as the esame class stratum
with the landlords and should not prematureiy start the policy of crushing the
economy of rich farmers because, within a certain period, the products of rich
farmers are indispensable, ~

(b) The medium peasants L{ake up approximately 20 per cent of the rural popu-
lation, By and large, the mediuw peasants do not expleit others and economically
specking, thoy are seli-sufficient (but when tuey get a good harvest they may make
enough profit to hire laborers or leand out swall amourts of credits), They are
also exploited by imperialism, landlorde end the upper dbourgeoisie, With the ex-
ception of the woll-to-do mediun poasants, most of these medium peasante do not
own -.ennugh land &nd enjoy no political privilezes at all, They not only resolutely
take part in the anti.imperialist revolution and agrarian revolution bdut can also
take part in the socialist revolution, Therefore tke cntire medium peasants form
a roliable ally of the proletariat, They form a goed revolutionary force, and
their attitude towards the rovolution (whether they are for or against it), deter-
mines whether the revolution will succeed or not, particularly because after the
agrarian revolution has been effectively carried out, the majority of the peasant~
ry would be medium pessants,

(c) The pcor peasants and the farm laborers take up approximately 70 per cent
of the pea:antry. The poor peasnts elthsr do not possess any land or do not
possess enough land end form a semi-prolotariat of the peasaptry. They form the
strongest force of the Chinese Llevolution, the natural and most reliable ally of
the proletariat and the main force of the Chinese Revolution, It is only under the
leadership of the proletariat that the medium peasants and the poor peasants can
be emancipated~ and ‘the proletarlat mst unite solldly with the medium peasants
and the poor peasantes Yefore it can lead the revolution to a victorious end, not
otherwige, It is just ' the medium- and poor peasants that the term "peas antry'
chiefly applies,

(5) The Proletar1‘p The Chinese proletarial imcludes epproximately tvo and a
half to three million modern industrial workers, twelve million town handicrafte-

men and hired laborers and also a laréa number of the country proletariat,
4 \ ‘

The Chinese proletaria’ possessss some very outstanding'characteristics vhich
enables it to take up a lesding role in the Chinese Revolution, '

Yhat are thejoutatanding characterietics of the Chinese proletariat?

(2) The Chinese proletariat is oppressed by three forces; namely, the im-
perialistie, bourgeolsie and feudal oppressors., The gravity and the ferocity of
these forces are seldom found elsewhere in the world, Consequently, the Chincse
prolotariat is carrying out the Revolution more resolutely and thoroughly thun
any other classes, In this colcnial snd semi-colonial sta‘e of China, there is no
economic foundation for ‘social reforn similar to that of YWestera Burope, Thus
oxcept for a few working class traitors the vhole proletariat is revelutionary
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The Nature of the Chinese Revolution

Having understood the nature of Chinese society, i,e,, the specific condi-
tions'of China, we have already got the fundamental basis for solving all problems
concerning the Chinese revolution, We have understood the enemies of the Chinese
revolution, its tasks and its force; 2ll these basic problems of the Chinese rev-
olution at its present stage arise out of the special characteristics of the -
Chinese soclety, the special conditions in China, Now, we can epproach another
basic problem of Chinese revolution at its present stage, i.e. the nature of the:
Chinese revolution, '

Vhat kind of a revolution is the Chinese revolution at its present stage? Is
it a bourgeois democratic revolution or 1s it & »roletariat socialist revolution?
Evidently it is nut the latter but the former.

Since the present Chinese society is still a colonial, semi-colonial and semi-
feudal snciety, the chief enemies of the Chinese revolution are still the imperial-
iste and the semi-feudal forces, Since the task of the Chinese revolution is to
carry out national aad democratic revolutiens to overthrow these two enemies, and
since the forces in overthrowing these two enemies are sometimes still joined by
the national bourgeoisie and a part of the upper bourgeoisie and although the
upper bourgeoisie has betrayed the revolution and has become its enemy, the dagger
of the revolution should not be directed ageinst capitalism in all and private
properties of capitalism, but against imperialist and fcudal mponopolies, Therefore,
the nature of the Chinese revolution at its present stage is not that of prole-
tarian-socialism, but of bourgsois democracy.

But the present Chinese bourgeois democratic revolution is not the old and
ordinary kind of bourgeois democratic revolution, as this &ind of revolution is
already out of date, contrarily, it is a new and special kind of bourgeois demo-
cratic revolution, This kind of revolution is developing in China and in all
other colonial and semi-colonial countiies, and we call this kind of revolution
the New Democratic Revolution, Thie New Democratic Revolution is a part of the
world's proletariat socialist revolution; it resolutely fights egainst imperial-
ism, i,e, international capitalism, Politically, it is formed by several revo-
lutionery clnsses vhich unite together to form a revolutionary democratic dictator-
ship over the imperialists, traitors and reactionarles, and to oppose the trans-
formation of the Chinese society into a society of bourgeois dictatorship. Eco-
nomically it strives to nationalize all large capitals and large enterprises of
imperialists, traitors and reactioraries, tc divide up large estates and distridb-
ute them among the peasantry, at the same time help middle and small private in-
dustries, while it males no attempt to abolieh the economy of rich farmers, Con-
sequently, although this new kind of democratic revolution is clearing a way for
capitallism, yet on another hand, it is also creating a precedent for socialisnm,
Chinese Revolution at its present stage is a transitional period betveen the erd-
ing of the colonial, semi-colonial and semi-feudal society, and the setting up of
a socialist society, It is a new and revclutionary process of the New Democracy,
This revolutionary process originated after World War I, and the Russian October
Revolution, In China it started after the May 4th Novemert in 1919, Yhat is
known as the New Democratic Revolution is a people’s revolution against imperial-
ism and feudalism under the lsacdershin of the proletariat. In other words, a
revolution participcted in by the United Front of all rovolutionary clasces., Ctina
must go through this revolution first belore she cen arrive at socialist
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they must occupy a certain position and assume certain function, In other words,

it must be a Democratic Republic based on the revolutionary alllance of the working
class, the peasantry, the lntelligenisia, the pe‘ty-bourgeoiaie, and all other
aati-imperialist, antl-feudal elements, The complete materialization of such a
Republic can only be achieved under the leadership of the proletariat.

The Future of the Chinese Reig}uiiog

Having clarified the fundamental probloms concerning the charectericstics of
the present Chinese scciety, tle enemies of the Chinese Revolution, its tasks, its
force and its nature, we can easlly upderstend tue problems concerning the future
of the Chinese Revolution, that is, the relation becveer the Chinese Bourgeois
Democratic Revolution and the Proletariat Secislist Fevolution, or the relation
between the Chinese Revoluiion at its present stage and 1ts future,

Since the Crinese Bourgeois Democratic Egvolution at its prosent stage 1s not
the old and ordinary kind of bourgeois democratic revolution btut is a special and
a new kind of democratic revelution, namely, the New Democratic Révolution; since
the Chinese Revolution is undar the new internatiocmal erviromment of forties' aad
fifties' of the twentieth century, when socialism is rising, vhile capitalism is
on the decline, in the midst of the Hecond World Imperialist VWar and on the eve of
the Second Vorld Revolution, thus it is doubtless that the future of the Chinecse
Revolution will not be a capitalistic one but will be sccialistic in nature,

Since it has vbeea established that the aim of the Clinese Revolution at its
present stage is to destroy the colonial, semi~colonial and semi-feudal society,
i.e. to strive for the completion of the work of the New Democratic Revolution:
thus, after the triumph of the revolution, beceuse the rev~lation would have
cleared away all obstacles in the way of capitalist develorments, it can be ox-
pected that the economy of capitalism may develop to a certain extent in the
Chinese society. Capitalism will develon to a certain extent, this ie¢ an irevitable
aftermath of the New Democratic Revolution in an economically backward country
like China. Naturally, we cannot deny that this in only one aspect of the result
of the Chinese Revolution, and is not the entire result, The entire result of the
Chinese Revolution is on the one hand, the develormert of capitalistic factors,
vhile on the other, the development of sccialistic factors. Vhat are these social-
istic factors? They ere the proporticnal growth of the proletariat and the Commu-
nist Party in China's polities, and the possidble or the actual recogrnition of the
leadership of tlie proletariat and the Communist Party by the peasantry, intelli-
gentsia and petty bourgeoisie, All these are the socialistic factors. In addition,
favorable international conditions may enable the Chinese Bourgesisle Democratic
Revolution to avoid the path of capitalism in its ultimate result and achieve
socialism cutricht. There is great probability.

The Twofnld Task of the Chinese Revolution apd the Communist Party of China

To summarize we car now understand that the whole Chinese Revolution is
charged with two tasks, i.e., the Chinese Revolution includes bourgeois and demo-
cratic characteristics (New Derocratic Revolution), and it is alse a revolution
vhich includes proletarian and socialistic characteristics. These form the two-
fold task of the Chinese Revolution at its present stage, and alsc at its future
stage. The leadership of thic two-fold revolutionary task rests npon the shoulders
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Then the Japanese halted their offensive and turned to a "mopping up" operation of
the Comrmnist-led guerillas in Morth China, who had built bases behind the Japanese
lines. Taking advantage of this lull the Kvomintang government, headed by Chiang
Kai-shek, begzan a nationwide campaign of arrests and slaughter of men and women
opposed to, or suspected of being orposed to, the Kuomintang dictatorship. The anti-
Japanese United Front wes seriously undermined by the Kuomintang reizn of terror,

In iflorth China some Kuomintang troops fonght with the Japanese against the
Communists,

The Communist Party devoted itself to mobilizing the masses of the peoplo to re-
double their war efrort. In the countryside under its control, moderate land re-
form of reduction in rent and interest was implomented to batter the livelihood
of the peasants without running the risk of driving the landlords out of the anti-
Japanese camp. lLocal dcmocratic governments were established. The support given to
the Communists by the peasantry emablad the Ccmmunist troops, not only to hang on
to their positione behird the Japanese lines, but to expand and grow as well,

The Communists repeatedly criticized the dictatorial rule and sabotage of war
efforts by the Kuomintang government, while endeavoring to keep the United Front
in the determination that the war agelnst the Japanese must be won through the
ubhited efforts of all Chinese.

Vao Tze-tung's thesis is based mainly on experiences since the first Communist-
Kuomintang United Front up to the date of writing (1939). It was written primarily
for the education of Chinese Communists.
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DISYRISUTOR'S NOTE

The Committee for A Demoeratic Far Zastern Policy
publishes this article by Mao Tze-Tung, Chairman of the
Chinese Comnunist Party, as an important document to
the understanding of current developments in China., The
Comnittee believes that it deserves the careful study
of all serious studenis of contemporary Ckina whether
or not they sympathize with the views expressed.

It is presented in the first English transletion by
the China Digeet Tramslation Service, Hongkong.

The Committee For 4 Democratic Far Eastern Policy publishes PAR EAST SPOTLIGHT, a
monthly magazine devoted to facts, analyses and interpretations of Far Eastern
devolopments and United States Far Eastern Policy. Anmua}l Subscription $ 2.00
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