


IETMTERS FROM HOME

How Xew China ILooks To_ Her Students
Tho Have Studied &Abroad

1. Progress in Manchuria Fully Convinces Returned Student of Our Bright Future

(The following leiter as received by kr. Tsai,Y.P. from Mr, Vang,Y.J.
formerly of Londor ILecal Union is noteworthy. It is Mr, Vang's personal
impression of Manchuria after his extensive travel.)

Dear Y.P.

Since my return to Peking from England, I have sent you three letters, in-
cluding one from Mukden, A4t that time I had little understanding of the situations
in Hancnuria, for I was then quite a stranger. In the last three weeks, I travel-
led through the whole South and North Manchuria and visited all the big towns and
industrial areas, There fore I am able to tell you more about Manchuria in this
letter,

Having visited the whole Manchria, I came to know that the progress of Man-
churia is being made at a very rapid speed. Now I am deeply convinced that the
prospect of New China is boundless. The progress of the industries of Anshan and
Fushen is beyond our former prediction. The production of these industries is ex-
pected to reach its pre-war level in tlhe next three years and no doubt this will
be achieved. The industrial exhibition heid at Dairen is quite comparable, in its
scope, with those at Zarls Court and Olyapia in London. There are altogether 17
exhibition halls, Considering that the exhibition was cpen tn the public after only
four or five months' preparation work, it is obvious that our national reconstruc-
tion can be fulfilled ir a shorier space of time than the ordinary estimation.

In all big towne such as Mukden and Harbin, new sccial orders have been estab-
lished. Bad habite and pessimism have Aisappearel among the people's life, Instead
new spirits and morals have come into play. Everywhere unemployment is extremely
low. So long as one is willing to learn and %o work, one will have no trouble in
finding a job. The simplification of social life and the abolition of class dis-
tingtion make a good many woridly worries unnecessary, In short, the progress made
in Manchuria has totally convinced me that the future of our Fatherland is bright
and that the reconstruction work will be carried out within a reasonably short
period of time. The learning and working spirit of the comrades and the common
folks there is far better than we expected,

Factories in Manchuria are short of technicians, I hope you will come back at
an early date to participate in the building~up of New China, Administrative organ-
izations there are also in need of staff, For the benefit of our country, I ask
you to share the responsibilities of encouraging fellow-students to return as soon

as possible, New China needs you all !
Yours etc. Y.J. Dated November lith 199

2. Future Developments in Mew China 4ssured

(the following is a letter received by Mr, K.C. Yen of Manchester Iocal
Union, from his friend in Peking.)

Dear X,C,

I arrived here not long after the liberation of Nanking. The past several
months of life in the New China has brought me a clear vision that tke future of
our nation is boundlessly dbright. The reactionary forces, which for years prevented
our nation from going forward, have been wiped out wherever the People's Army
reached; the liberation of the whole China is in sight, Since the common efforts
of the masses of the people have replaced the reactionary forces, future develop-
ments in the New China are not only feasible but also ensured.







"I would like now to answer a few specific questions which we were not at
all clear while in london.
(1) Regarding Political Belief:

I heard the Vice-Minister of the Ministry of Health ocnce said that a liberal
policy is being pursued with regard to the employment of cadres in ocur Ministry,
Every capeable man is welcomed to take part in our work so long as he abédes by
the law and is not reactionary,Therefore,with the exception of only one person,
all medical workers have been employed. ‘

I have mentioned tefore that some of our returned members are taking a short
course on politigs in tlie North China University. I ocught to say a few words
about it., Actually the course is very much like our group discussions held cons-
tantly in Iondon. It is nothing like those 'training courses' under KMT. It has
been instituted beceuse our life habits, working style and the way of thinking
night be quite different from those with whom we are going to work. The short
reriod of intensive study will be helpful. In every organisation, there are now
political study groups. Ve study important documents of the Government. People
of the same group usually are of the same cultural level., It is just like chatt-
ing with your personal frieads.

I g0 to hear speeches on politics whepever I have time. I find them inter-
esting. They are helpful in many respects. For example, there is a stiatement that
the working people now take the leading role in the Government. So called 'work-
ing people' include salary-earners as well, such as you and I.

(2) Rekarding Pay:

At present, university professors get the highest pay in the society. In
Peking, assistant professors get a minimum of the quivalent of 780 pounds of
millet. Professors may get as much as 1,450 pounds. The exact figures are being
décided upon by his colleagues on the basis of (a) personality, (b) training end
past experiences, and (c) capability, ilacluding publiched works and merits, Take
ny case as an example: I worked for a short while before & meeting was convened.
I was to state my training and experiences, and was asked a few questions, People
suggested three different rates of pay. A discussion followed., Finally everything
was gettled by a vote.

As meat, vegetables, fuel etc. are all very cheap in Peking and people are
now living a simple life with modest clothings end few social engagements, one
finds life'quite easy.

(3) General Impression:

There has been great improvement in many respects. I have not lmown a single
case of corruption. As another example, I know perfectly well that the Government
has done its best to combat plague in Chahar, Preventive measures are also being
taken in Pelzing. Of course, there are occasional cases of low efficiency. But to
take into account that such a vast area has been liberated within this year, some
temporary dislocation is really inevitable.

I have been very busy working. I shall start my research problem soon. At
the same time, I am supervising four or five research workers.

I hope you will come dback soon, especially those doing science and medicine.
Don't bother too much about acedemic degrees, They are worth very little now.
Yours etc. E.F, Peking, November 11, 1949

4. Life of a Returned Student in Peking

(The following letter was written by Mr., Iu, T.S. formerly of
Wolverhampton, who went back in September, last year.--Editor)

We, about ten students, arrived at Tientsin on ov. 8,1949, After staying
there for four days at the City Government's Recption Center we came to Peking
where we were accomodated at the Reception Center provided by the Scientific
Vorker's Committee, Most of us have devided our jobs, Mssrs, Ii, Chang-fu and
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6. A Returned Student Eyo-Witnecs Account

(Mr, Hu, Chi-min vho returned in July last year gave a detailed
account of eome of his experiences in Tientsin and Shanghai. It
was addressed to Mr. Hsu, K.N. of London.) ‘

Dear K.N.,

I left Hong Kong on the Uth of Sept., arrived at Tientsin on the llth, The
so-called blockade on the Eight Long-Hill Igles has been non-existent ever since
the liberation, The passagze betwoen Tientsin and Hongkong is smooth and unobstruct-
ed, ¢

As soon as one arrived at Tien%tein, one felt that everything was entirely
different from what one had scen so far. Passenzers disembarked, according to the
official list, in orderly groups. The porters at the pier formed themeelves into
teams to carry the passengers' luggage, without the hitherto well-known phenomenon
of striving for work with one another. The charge was paid to the Customs Officials,
No tip was asked for, The inspection of luggages at the Customs House was carried
out very thoroughly. All new clothing materials, cameras, watches, fountain pens,
typewriters, medicines cnd radioc were dutiable, But poor students like us, who,
after the journey from Hongkong, had scarcely any money left, could appeal to
Customs officlals for reductionr of part of the duties, making it satisfactory to
both sides, Our group of returned students from the U.K,, enother group of retumn-
ed students:from the U.$,A,, ard students returaing from Hongkong, were received
by the Tientsin Reception Centre., We stayed at a mension formerly belonging to a
traitor., After three days, I travélled on a South-bound Peking-Shanghal Through
train. It ran in good time. After such a long journmey, the train arrived in Shang-
hei (Northern Station), differing only by ten minutes from the scheduled time.
Everything was well-organized gt the stetion, as at the Tientsin Pler, in sharp
contrast to what we had know before.

In Tientsin and Shanghai, I could see only few luxurisus saloon cars and rick-
shaws, Trams, buses and bicyrcles were the chief means of irunsportation. The four
big department stores at Nanking Road now concentrated on everyday necessity goods.
Occasionally there were some luxury goods, vhich, although slashed down to half-
price, still attracted no customer. liany tailoring shops along the former 'Av.
Joffre' were offering gents' suits at 5 pounds or 6 pounds each. But business was
still poor, Ta-San~Yuen, Sin-Ya and other famous restaurants managed to keep their
business going by serving low-priced luncheons and suppers. The future for them
was insecure, with closing-down threatening every moment. All the staffs were
learning new trades, in order to be prepered in case the closing-down did come,

In Shanghai, I stayed at my brother's for one week, He worked in the Bank of
China. There the old staff were learning politics while new staff were learning
business details. Everybody was very btusy. Very often, one had to work l2-hour
days. Ol@ and new staffs got on in good and friendly terms. Here I'd like to tell
you an example of carefulness and efficiency which the People's Liberation Armies
have always shown: Two months bhefore the liberation of Amoy, the Bank of China
had already drarm up plans for the resumption to accept remittance of money from
overseas Fuklenese. No wonder the taking over of every city was carried out in
such good order and high efficiency. -

Yours etc. Chi-min Hangchow, October 24, 1949

7. Advice to Students Doing Social Vork

(An Ex-British Council Scholar related his new conception. The
writer 4 M~, Wu, C.7. formerly <f Livaryanl! who aft for China
lact &utumn, This is a letter Lo Oxford members.)

North China University is opening a course on Politics. Scme of our returned
members, including Vang, T.L., Fuang, H.M, (our chairman of last year), and Sah,
S.J. take the course. I did not go as I vas not very well at that time. There are
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Now after half a year's life experience in liberated Shanghai, I can say with
confidence that I see no fauit in its policy, it is one for the bBenefit of my coun-
try and my people, The leaders are selflessly working for the good of our people.
These facts have already won over my heart, and I am all for the New Government.
Although there are also minor mistakes due to lack of experience and short of cadres
but it is quite excusable, as China is such & vast continent and the expansion of
the liverated areas have been so repid. They are being corrected very earnestly.

The Government is extremely responsible ip the development of production. Not only
the public engineering works in Shanghai, but also private concerns have now & full
book of order, ~

I am eager to learn and to gain a correct way of thinking., I am not sure of the
best way I shell pursue., I think I chall start on historic materialism.,,...
Yours F,P, Shanghai, Nov, 22, 1949

9., Study of the Budget
(Letter from Mr, Iu, T.5. to Manchester members)

Did you have a nice New Year Day? It was a wonderful one in Peking. lanterns
and coloured banners were everywhere, In our Ministry (of Heavy Industries), in
different departments and in dormitories as well, social partles were held. Ve who
returned from overseas were egpecially excited to see this displey of cheerfulness
in our Fatherland,

With the advance of the New Year, we perceive a new vision. The War of ILiber-
ation is now close to its successful end. Everyhody is looking forward to the
glorious fulfillment of the task of reconstruction. Recently people all over the
country are studying the Budget of this year. Everyone feels that it is grand to
have such a big proportion of our annual expenditure .(23.9%) allotted for heavy
industry investment, while the militery expenses 1s being kert at a low level.
Vhen we come to the revenue side, we find food is still the biggest single item of
income., So we realize how much the peasants have shouldered and are still shoulder-
ing the national burden, They offar not only the man-power, but also the finance.
We are fortunate in the sense that we have received a higher technical education.
But this has been possible only under the condition that the masses have been
laboring all the time, We really feel grateful to them. Through the study, every-
one also begins to realize the importance of developing ipgdustry in order to help
the peasants in their production work. Cities ought to take a bigger share of bur-
den so as to relieve the financial difficulties of villages.

This morning, a 'Tide' of ‘buying Victory Bonds' shakes our Ministry. It is
really a grand experience. 1 was always a bit skeptical before when people were
talking about the enthusiasm displayed on such occasions. I am now fully aware of
such spirits as not only have I seen such an occasion today, but I myself have also
teken a part in it. A few days ago, newspapers were exhorting public functionaries
and teachers not to buy too many units of the bond, as their income is anyway
quite limited. The Hepd im our Ministry also stressed on this point when speaking
to us in a public occasion. So, we are only expected to dbuy according to our abil-
ity, But strange to say, this morning everyone proves only too eager to buy, and
to buy to his fullest possibdility, After the first round, Li~chang's (our returned
member) 65 units in 3 months was the highest, Many challenged his poeition. So the
high figure began to soar to 70, 75, 76, 80 successively until there are now two
persons buying 85 units, and one buying 80. I score the fourth with 64. I am great-
1y moved by such spirits. The glorious future of our beloved country seems even
more reassuring to me. '

Peking is bustling with life, Since the end of last year, we are having all
sorts of national production meetings, such as Iron and Steel Conference, the Non-
ferrous Conference, the Chemical Industries Conference, the Electrical Industries,
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tional system; the relation between teachers and students etc. It is regretable to
mention thet although each of us who do physice know perfectly well the important
connection between physics and industry, yet none of us had bent on the study of
applied physics tefore. We are consclous that the ayllabus as it is, may not be
adequate to meet the requirements of our students. But we falled to put forward a
concrete program to improve the rosition, save two minor suggestions of more ex-
periments and discussions. Wo oven failed to produce a concrete scheme for research
vork. 4e a matter of fact, I feel we are largely restricted by the past tradition-
al system of education. We may be able to fulfill some assignmente by following the
lead of some other people in a passive mazner., Dut to actively plan a new scheme of
teaching or to reform the old, need something more., I think the only way to improve
the condition is to learn, learn ond learn again.

My work new is to teach quantum mechanics and physical mathematics, It is hard
work for me because I have to prepare all my lecture sheets deforehand, In order to
help my students to thoroughly understand the lectures, I often introduce treat-
ments from classical physics....l am also learning Russien at my spare time..,..

Yours ete., Hu, T,M. Hangchow, November 6, 149!

11, An 0ld Returned Student Becomes a New Man

(Letter from Mr. Pei,Shen -~ original name Iden, M.,H, who was
a Boxer scholar of the 9th group and studied in Newcastle-on-Tyme)

The time mow is a quarter to seven on my watch, only three guarters of an
hour is available for writing, We (my wife Wang, Yung-hwa and I) go to work at half
past seven in the morning., Our life is far from being leisurely now, though not
terribly busy. In the past I thought that it would be splendid to have much spare
time to do my own thinge. I could then listen to my favorite music, study matters
that interest me most, or chat with my intimate frienda, This thought, the thought
always held by those mho exploit other people, rarely bothers me now. This might
indicate that my life is undergoing a reform. I wanted to do my own things and put
people's things aside, why so? It was purely ignorant of me, I felt very happy
that I can get rid of this idea now. One day when the standard of our people's life
is generally raised, everybody will have leisure and chance to enjoy life, That
day hasn't come yet. I couldn’t be "a gentleman of leisure®, while my people are
working very hard.

In the past, we wers fond of talking %truth, goodness and bdeauty"., My opinion
towards these hag changed, Sure, we ought to talk "truth, goodnsss and dbeeuty",
But the question ie, from what standpoint do we view these matters? There are
"truth, goodness and beauty” for those who exploi$ people; and there are also
“truth, goodnese and beauty" for the laboring masses. As one of the petty boure
geolsie, 1 have enough to eat and have received university edueation and my rela-
tives and friends were fairly well off, Nsturally, I inclined to view things from
an angle different from that of the laboring people, When I became aware ef my mis-
take and wanted to alter my view, I had to start learning, Changs of one's view
takes @ long time, I am glad I am still young. I have time and courage to learn
and to work, Now I want to observe and study things {rom the standpoint of the
proletariat. It is my new bellef that labouring people are the creatore of great-
ness and are the only force tiarough which a better world can be btuilt, They per-
fectly understand "truth, goodness and besuty®!

Somethings happen vhen we consider "sentiment®. The sentiment of petty bour-
geolsie is different from the paesion of proletariat. When we first came in con-
tact with workers, we often had a feeling that they are blunt, cold and not senti-
mental, But when we came to understand them, we soon diecovered that their paseion
is even more true and reliable, Till now, I have not had a complete understanding
of the passion of the workers, 1 orly come to deny the worth of the sentiment of
the petty bourgeoisie. In the past, 1 looked for mentiment decause I was isolated
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masses (a hero), I came to fully realize the greatness of the strength of a party
and the strengtiy of the people. Hence, I came to a conclusion: If I work as en
individual, I could do nothing; but if I join the reople and work as one of them,
I will be able to accomplish achievements, '

I am now working in the Ministry of Heavy Industries., Vhen we first went to the
liberated area, we had to change our names. So I became Pel Shen and my wife Meng,
Ying., Ve adopted these names by chance, I did not realize that I should become a
man with the surname of Pei. But I am not going to change back. Yhen you write to
me, make sure to address me by the new name, sd that I shall be able to receive
your letters,

The schedule of our daily life 1s: Getting up at about 6:00a.m., Reading 7:00
to 8:00 a,m., Working hours &:00 - 12:C0 a.m., and 1:30 - 5:30 p,m., Group Discus-
sion 7:30 - 9:30 p.m. You will see the reason why I have so littde time left for
writing letters, Many cadres in government departments are paid by provision system
i,e., clothing, food, accommodation, travelling ani daily expenses are supplied by
the government. In our Miuistry, however, salary system is adopted. As both my wife
and I are working and we have not had a baby yet, we are very well off in material
life. Ve can have surplus money to help others. Spiritual life is splendid!

China is on her way to industrialization, At present, the most difficult prob-
lem is a shortage of skilled men. I hope you will definitely come back next year.
I suggest you make more visits to factories and buy as many books as you can afford.
You may also suggest govermment offices to buy those books which you think are use-
ful,

There are plenty of opportunities to work now, teaching or working in indus-
tries. Though there are still people who want to stick to old traditions, they
cannot do so very long, In the engineering field, those incapable, corrupt elements
will surely go down one dey; those who are capable will be undoudbtedly appointed to
important work. Even those who are still suspicious of the new government, of the
Communist Party, are allowed to work in government offices, o long as they are
loyal to their duties. We have to intensify our learning now, otherwise we will be
left behind., In the past, we like to stey in universities. This was because uni-
versities were comparatively cleanser than the outside. This consideration is no
longer necessary now,

Next I advise you not to suspect New China, Red China is of course different
from 0ld China, To understand her, we have to reform our ideas. Taking myself as
an example. I reveived western education from early days. I admired western democ-
racies. I even at times disliked my own country. These were my great mistakes,
These mistakes were due to: (1) my past education, which was of the comprador type
and (2) China was a semi-feudal and semi-colonial country. Hereafter, we must
study western civilization with discrimination, absorbing only the progressive
elements of it....... _

Yours etc., Pei,Shen -Peking, October 22, 1949

12, Wo Mor Frustration in the Future

For us intellectuals, we have everything to gain in this new society and
nothing to lose except our shackles. Under the old order, the big families have
virtually monopolized the political, economical as well as cultural structures of
the vhole country. No plan has been designed that is not for their selfish interests
Our scientists could neither elevate the national vell-being by making science to
serve the interests of men, nor perform some worthy research in the hope that their
creative efforts might one day be useful to the next gemeration. Our artists were
not allowed to develop their talents to serve the majority. Instead, they were
shamelessly ordered to do everything merely for the benefit of the rotten ruling
class, Our engineers were in no better position. They wandered sbout and ended
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