


INTERNATIONALISM AND NATIONALISM

By
Iiu Shao-Chi

The RESOLUTION CONCERNING the Communist Party of Yugoslavia adopted by the
the Information Bureau of Communist and Workers' Partles condemned the anti-Soviet
position of the treacherous Tito nationalist clique.

The resolution pointed out that this anti-Soviet position of the Tito clique
proceeds from the nationalist program of the bourgeoisie, The resolution states:
"Such a nationalist line can only lead to Yugoslavia's degeneration into an ordi-
nary bourgeois republic, to the loss of its independence, and to its transformation
into a colony of the imperialist countries,"

The resolution of the Central Committee of the Communist Party of China on
the Yugoslav Party also pointed out that the Tito-ites had fallen into the mire of
bourgeols nationalism, At the same time, our Central Committee stressed that by
passing this resolution the Information Bureau was "fulfilling its obligations to
the cause of preserving world peace and democra.y, and defending the people of
Yugoslavia from the deception and aggression of American imperialism,"

What, then, is bourgeois nationalism? Vhat is the attitude of Marxism-Ienin-
ism to the national question? Vhy is it that the anti-Soviet position of the Tito
clique may make Yugoslavia a prey to the aggression of American imperialism, and
forfeit Yugoslavia's independence, transforming her into a colony of imperialism?

It is the puxpose of this article to clarify these questions; in this process,
it will be necessary to deal with some of the basic problems of the present-day
international situation.

The Bourgeois-Nationalist Position on the Question of the Nation

The national question is closely linked with the question of classes -~ and
the national struggle, with the class struggle. "In different periods," Comrade
Stalin has stated, "different classes appear on the arena of etruggle, and each
class has its own conception of the national question." For this reason, "the
netional question in different periods serves different interests, assumes dif-
ferent aspects, depending upon which class poses this question and in what period."

In order to understand the nature of bourgeois nationalism, one must first
understand the nature of the bourgeoisie as a class,

The bourgois-nationalist position on the question of the nation, its approach
to the national question and its program and policy on the national question, flow
from the class nature of the bourgeoisle, which is motivated solely by its own
narrow class interests,

It is common knowledge that the bourgeois system is based on capitalist ex-
ploitation. The bourgeois class itself is divided into several different strata,
and each of these into several groups. In thelr pursuit of profits, the capital~
ists not only unscrupulously exploit the proletariat, but even within their om
class the capitalists swallow up their rivals in the process of cut-throat compe-
tition, the big fish swallowing the little fish; the big bourgeoisie swallows the
Petty and middle bourgeoisie, one group squeezing out and swallowing another
group.






enslaves other nations, converting them into colonies and dependencies of a few
financial empires in the imperizlist metropolis. The greater the wealth amassed
by the predatory bourgeoisie, the greater becomes its greed and desire to absord
and seize new wealth, the more it intensifies its oppression of the people within
its own country and aggression against other nations. All this comes under the
cloak of nationaliem which demagogically exalts its om nation as a "superior
race” endowed with the right to dominate other nations and to suppress the "in-
ferior races,"

With several imperialist powers seeking to plunder the weaker nations of the
world, the result is imperialist wars for the redistribution of the colonies.
And these crimes, the most monstrous in world history, are committed by the bour-
geoisie under the banmer of "nationalism,®

Ags we have shown, the boursgeoisie of diffcrent countries, upon gaining power,
does not hesitate to pursue & policy of aggression against other nations. But
under certain conditions, bourgeols natioralist sell out their own nation and help
forelgn imperialists, in order to crush the people in their own land. They sacri-
fice their own people for the sake of safeguarding their possessions and preserv-
ing their political power. Such may be the case when the sovereignty of their o=
country is suppressed by the mighty pressure of foreign imperialism or when the
interests of the bour;eoisie as a class or of a certain upper stratum of this
class come into sharp conflict wi‘h the basic interests of the people in their
own country. The bourgeoisie will also betray its nation when the people rise in
defense of their interests and threaten the power of the bourgeoisie, or when
foreign imperialists irtimidate or dbribe the bourgeoisie of a weaker nation.

Among well-known historical instances of this kind we may cite the case of
the representative of the French bourgeoisie, Thiers, who betrayed France to Ger-
many at the time of the Paris Commune., lore recent examples are the betrayals by
the Chinese big bourgeois Chiang Keai-shek and Wang Ching-wel, Daladier and Petain
in France, Pilsudski end Beck in Poland, and Qusling in Norway. Furthermore, since
the end of World War II, owing to the eritical condition of capitalism, the re-
actionaries of Great Britain, France,Italy, and other Buropean countries are bow-
ing even more readily to American imperialism and act as its stooges.

Only when its is to its own advantage does the bouréeoisie use the banner of
nationalism to arouse the people. But when it is against its interests, the bour-
geoisie completoly discards the sentiment of national pride and turns traitor to
the nation. '

Such is the bourgeois concept of the nation and the class base in which it
i; rooted. These are the main principles and basic program of bourgeois nation~
alism,

The Proletarian-Internationalist Position on the Question of the Nation

The proletarian-internationalisv position on the question of the nation is
in fundemental opposition to that of bourgeois nationalism., The proletarian-inter-
nationalist approach to the national question and its principles for dealing with
the national question throughout the world flow from the basic interests of the
Lasses of the given nation, and from the common interests of the masses of the
reople of every nation, which are the common interests of all mankind, National
agsression is a product of the system of class exploitation. The proletariat,
since it exploits no one znd firhts for a social system which precludes the ex-
ploitation of man by man, is opposed to any oppression of one nation by another.
The proletariat cannot favor any system of oppression of man

-3 -






Guided by the principles summarized above, the Communists in all oppressing
nations, in all imperialist countries, have always staunchly and unreservedly op-
posed aggression upon colonial and semi-colonial countries and the oppression of
these countries by the rulers of their omn nations or by an imperialist bloc. The
Compuniste of these countries have done everything to extend unselfish aid to the
national liberation movements of the colonial and semi-colonial nations. The Comm~
unists fight for the liberation of their own country from imperialist oppression
and for the complete liberation and independernce of all oppressed nations. As ex-
amples, we can refer to the Comminists in the former Russian empire, the Communists
of Great Britain, the United States, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the Netherlands,
Belgium, etc. As staunch internationalists, they resolutely oppose the imperialists
who oppress their own country and who carry on argressive policies against India,
Malaya, the Philippines, Indonesis, Viet-Nam, China, Central and South America and
other colonial and semi-colonial countries. They cousistently fight for the indep-
endence and freedom of all oppressed nations.

The Communists take this position because they have a profound understanding
of Marx' statement that no people which oppresgses other nations can itself be frr:.
They understand that were it not for the national liberation movements, which weric
en and undermine the foundations of imperialist domination, it would be extremely
difficult for the proletariat of the imperialist-metropolis countries to achievc
victory in the struggle against monopoly capital end to attain its emancipation.
Hence, to aid the liveration movements of the colonial and semi-colonial nations
is to aid the cause of the emancipation of the proletariat in the imperialist
countries. Therefore, in conformity with the principles stated above, the working
class, led by the Communists, upon overthrowing the imperialist bourgeoisie and
gaining power, must immediately put an end to every oppression imposed by "thei:"
imperialists upon other nationalities, vhether within or without that country.
Thus, as soon as the Great October Revolution in Russia had overthrown the bour-
geois provisional government and placed the toilers in power, lenin and Stalin
immediately proclaimed the anmulment of all the unequal treaties which the Czarist
government had concluded with China and other countries, abolighed the whole sy«-
tem of enslavement which Russian imperialism had imnosed on its colonies and semi-
colonies and proclaimed the complete equality of all nationalities within the
country, Such is the application, in deeds, of the great principles of proletarian
internationalism,

Therefore, if there are individuals in the ranks of the proletariat of op-
pressor nations who talk of internationalism as if it were merely an empty, high-
sounding phrase or who sink to the position of bourgeois nationalism, who do noct
extend support to the national liberation movements of the colonies and semi-colo-
nies, but rather help the imperialists of their own countries to suppress the col-
onial, semi-colonial and backward countries, they are traitors to proletarian in-
ternationalism, to the cause of Socialism and Communism, and become agents of im-
perialism, As examples, we have the representatives of the labor aristocracy
bribed by imperialism, the Right wing of the Social-Democratic parties in various
countries and the Right wing of the British labor Party; all of these are rene-
gades of this type who have betrayed the proletariat. On the other hand, if Comm-
unists, coming into power after imperialist domination has been overthrown in
their country, do not immediately do away with the imperialist oppression of var-
ious nationalities, do not proclaim complete equality of all peoples within their
country, but continue national oppression and pursue an aggressive policy toward
other peoples, this too is a betrayal of proletarian internationalism, of the
cause of Socialism and Communism; it means that they use the term "international-
ism" only for empty, high-sounding chatter; it signifies degeneration to the
rosition of bourgeois nationalism.

However, under certain historical conditions, oppressor countries may become
oppressed countries. Thus, vhen Hitler invaded and conquered France, Belgium and

-5






and the like - the purpose of all these is to establish their rule over other nat-
jons, to preserve and increase their profits.

No oppressed people could obtain real liberation and independence through the
so-called help of imperialist powers. No imperialist country cen be expected to ex-
tend genuine help to the cause of real independence and liberatdon. Thus, it would
be extremely erroneous and harmful to harbor 1llusions that American imperialimm
would in good faith help the Chinese people to achlieve real independence, peace and
democracy.

Guided by the proletarian-internationalist position on the question of the
nation, by the proletarian-internationalist program and policy on the naticnal
question, the Communists muet be the staunchest, most reliable and effective lead-
ors of the movement for the national liberation and independence of all oppressed
peoples. They must be the most determined defenders of the interests of their own
people and aid in every possible way the liberation movement of all oppressed
peoples the world over. Obviously, they cannot pursue a policy of aggression against
any other people or of oppression of the national minorities within their own
country.

There is not the slightest basis for such demagogic and slanderous allegations
of the imperialists as: "Inasmuch as the Communists are internationalists, they
cannot lead movements for national libveration and independence, they camnot defend
the interests of their people or their country";"The Soviet Union is guilty of Red
imperialism®; "The Soviet Union pursues an aggressive policy toward China, Korea,
and other countries":"The Soviet Union carries on an expansionist policy'; etc.

Only the Commmunists and the world proletariat, only the Soviet Union and the
New Democracies, are the true and reliable friends of all oppressed nations fight-
ing for their libderation and national independence. The aid of the Soviet Union, of
the world proletariat and of the Communists is the most important condition for the
victory of all nations in fizhting for liberation from imperialist oppression, for
national independence.

Mistrust and unfriendliness toward the Soviet Union and the New Democracies
which the Tito-ites are seeking to inculcate among the people of Tugoslavia, ad~-
vancing the "argument" that the ¥Ycapitalist countries are less dangerous to Yugo-
slavia than the Soviet Union" can only bring harm to Yugoslavia.

To declare as the Tito-ites do that the same attitude should be adopted toward
the Soviet Union and the Wew Democracies, led by the Communist Parties, as is
adopted in relation to imperialist countriee~this is but the outcome of betrayal
of the principles of Marxism-Ieninism, a betrayal of proletarian internetionaliem
and of switching over to a bourgeois-nationalist position.

Present-Day Division of the World Into Oppressed and Oppressor Nations

Imperialist ageression has divided the nations of the world into two categor-
ies - oppressed nations and oppressor nations. After World War I, Lenin described
the situation with regard to these two categories as follows: *

& billion and a quarter oppressed in the colonies-countries which are
being cut up alive, like Persia, Turkey, and China; and countries
which have been vanquished and flung into the position of colonies,
llot more than a quarter of a billion inhabit countries which have re-
talned their old positions, but have fallen into economic dependence
upon 4dmerica, and all of them during the war, were in a state of
military dependence, for the war affected the whole world and did not
permit a single state to remain really neutral. And finally, we have
not more than a quarter of a billioen inhabitants of countries in which
only the upper stratum, of course, only the capitalists, benefited by
the partition of the world.

* V.I.Lenin,Selected Worke -7-
Vol. X, p.183,-Ed.







Next we have liberated Northern Korea and Fastern Germany, with a population
of approximately 30 million. Besides these, there are the peoples who are still
directly engaged in the struggle against forelgn imperialism and against the be-
trayers of their countries., These include the liberated parts of China (with a
population of 168 million), which have been completely freed of imperialist op-
pression and which are carrying on new, democratic construction under the leader-
ship of the Commnist Party of China, If we add to these the already liberated
parts of the population of Viet-lNam, Indonesia and other countries, we find that
over 500 million people out of the total global population of two billion people
have already been liberated from imperialist oppression. These people have attain~
ed the position of really independent, free masters of their countries. g

Thus, the liberated people exceed one-fourth of the population of the globe.
This signifies a regeneration of the world and bears testimony to the scope and
level that mankind has already attained in its struggle for emancipation. There
can be no doubt that this number will steadily grow. The day is not far off when
all mankind will be freed from imperialist domination. Vhatever the zigzags that
may occur in the process of this struggle, the general course of development is
inevitable toward liberation as an irresistible law of history.

In China, the perspective of the complet libermtion of its 475 million popu~
lation is especially clear, in view of the series of victories by the great Army
of Liberation.

This is one side of the situation.

On the other hand, with the defeat of the fascist Axls, three of the six
greatest imperiallist powers have been smashed, namely Germany, Italy and Japan.

At the present time, the imperialist powers possessing colonies (differing
in magnitude and number) comprise the United States, Great Britain, France, the
Netherlands, Belgium, Portugal and others. The number of the imperialist powers
has decreased, But we have now the unprecedented situation of a single imperial-
ist power, the country of American imperialism, subjecting the peoples of the
world, Even such countries as Great Britain and France, not to mention the Nether-
lands, Belgium and Portugal, heve been weakened as a result of the enormous losses
inflicted by the war, It is true, the reactionaries of these countries continue
to use sanguinary, violent means to suppress the liberation movement of the colo-
nial peoples. Nevertheless, aince the bourgeoisie of these countries have sold
out their own nations, and also as a result of the policy of the Right wing of
the Social-Democratic parties and the British Labor Party, these countries have
become dependent nations, protectorates under the aegls of American imperialism,

Thus, while on one side we have H0O million people already liberated, 1,300
million people throughout the world (exclusive of the United States) find them-
selves directly or indirectly under the domination of American imperialism; and
the reactionaries in Great Britain, France, the Netherlands and other countries
have in effect become traitors to their nations and junior partners of American
imperialism, The 140 million Americans carry on their backs eight outstanding
finance groups, those of Morgan, Rockefeller, duPont, Mellon, etc,, and a hand-
ful of their reactionary representatives (in all only about a thousand people).
These eight major finance groups with their representatives, on the one hand,
rule the 140 million American citizens within their country, and, on the other
hand, directly or indirectly enslave all the nations of the world, except for the
Soviet Union and the other liberated peoples. The domination of the eight dig
American finance groups directly or indirectly extends to almost three-quarters
of the popnlation of the globe (including the American people), that is, to more
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However, precisely because American imperialism seeks to enslave the world,
and because the reactionaries of the European countries are bYetraying their nat-
jons, the national question has become a vital issue for even a greater part of
the populetion than after World War I. The anti-imperialist front of the national
1liberation movement has become even wider. While the number of imperialist coun-
tries has been reduced, while they have become more isolated, and the base of im-
perialism is becoming ever more and more unstable and its strength has been great-
ly weakened and continues to weaien -~ the oppressed are rising on aver-broader
scale to fight against imperiallsm, bringing ever nearer the end of imperialist
domination.

The class enemies of the proletariat of the capitalist countries are at the
same time the national betrayers of these countries. To win socialism, the prole-
tariat of these capitalist countries must oppose both enslavement by American im-
perialism and the national traitors of their own countries. The class question and
the national question are linled together. This enables the proletariat of the
countries of Europe to unite still broader masees of people within their countries
and link up the defense of their national independence with the cause of achieving
Socialisi, and, on the other hand, to unite dbroader masses of the colonial and
semi-colonial peoples, linking up the national liberation movements of the colonies
and semi-colonies with their own cause of achieving Socialism,

The schemes of American imperialism to enslave the world and the betreyal of
their own nations by the reactionaries of the European countries reflect the pro-
cess of the general crisis of world capitalism, the extreme accentuation of the
various contradictions of capitalism. They reflect the fact that American imper-
lalism and the imperialists of other countries who plan a mad and deadly struggle
are sitting on a volcano which threatens new severe crises, The plans of the
American imperialists accelerate even more the development of the general crisis
of capitalism, accentuating the basic contradictions of the capitalist world: the
contradictions between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat, between the various
capitalist countries fighting for markets and colonies, and between imperialism
and the oppressed peoples. The vast majority of the peoples of the world are
strengthening their unity on a world scale in the struggle for their liberation,
while the schemes of American imperialism seeking to dominate the world hasten
the doom of imperizlism.

As vwe have seen, the world today is divided into two mutually antagonistic
camps. These two camps include the peoples of the world, all countries, classes,
sections of the population, parties and groupc. When these two camps are in sharp
conflict, people line up with one or the other side.

That is, if one is not in the imperialist camp, if one is not assisting
American imperialism and its helpers to enslave the world or one's own country,
then one must be in the anti-imperialist camp, assisting all oppressed peoples
of the world to achieve liberation; then one must fight for the liberation of
one's own country and resist American imperialism and its helpers in other coun-
tries. Neutrality, sitting on the fence, is impossible.

4s pointed out by Mao Tse-tung in his New Democracy, so-called neutrality is
nothing but deception, intentional or otherwise.

To win their liberation, all the oppressed nations can only oppose American
Imperialism and its accomplices within their countries, can only unite with the
S?Viet Union and the New Democracies of Europe, unite with the national libera-
tion movement and peoples' democratic forces of other countries, unite with the
Pro}etariat and the Communist Parties - that is to say, they must line up in the
anti-imperialist camp which is wacing a stubborn strugzle against American imper-
ialism. Mo nation can win real liberation any other wvay . + .
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Party to fighting the Party, from supporting the workers and peasants to suppress-
ing them, Moreover, they used the conservative and reactionary features of Sun
Yat-sen's nationalism as their anti-national banner. It therefore became necessary
for the Communist Party, in order to defend the national interests, to launch a
firm policy of opposition to the Kuomlintang resctioneries, headed by Chiang Kai-
shek and Vang Ching-wei. Of course, the Communists in the other colonial and semi-
coloniel countries, in India, Burma, Siam, the Philippines, Indonesia, Viet-Nam,
Southern Korea, etc., must similarly for the sake of the interests of thelr count-
ry, adopt firm, irreconcilable positions towerd national betrayal by the reaction-
ary part of the bourgeoisie, principally the reacticnary big bourgeoisie, which
has already surrendered to imperialism., Ctherwise tho Communists of these countries
will be guilty of committing a grave error.

On the other hand, the Comrmunists should esteblish snti-imperialist collab-
oration with that national bourgeoisie which 1s still opposing iumperialism and does
not oppose the anti-imperialist struggle of the masses of the people. 8hould the
Communists fail to establish such collaboration in carnest, but on the contrary,
oprnose and reject collaboration, in that case, too, they would commit a grave
error. Such collaboration rmst be established, even if it should be of an unreliable
temporary and unsteble character.

The experience of the revolution in various countries, in particular the ex-
perience of the Chinese revolution, fully coniirms the correctness of the Marxist-
Leninist scientific analyeis, which shows thav the national question is closely
linked with the class question, and the nationul struggle with the class struggle.
4n historical analysis of the class relations reveals why in certain periods one
country is oppressed by arother and becomes a colony or semi-colony of imperialism;
why national traitors may appear in such a country not only from the ranks of the
feudal classes, but from the ranks of a part of the bourgecisie as well - for in-
stance, from the ranics of the compradore bourgeoisie in China. It also reveals
under what conditions and under the leadership of which class national liberation
can be achieved.

An historical analysis of the class relatione also shows the following: al-
though such outstanding naticnal revolutionists as Sun Yat-sen in China sprang
from the petty bourgeoisie or national dourgeoisie, neverthelees the bourgeoisie
of that country, generally speaking, viewe the national question solely in the
light of its own narrow clacs interests and changes its position solely in accord-
ance with its own class interests. Only the class interests of the Chinese pro-
letariat are really in full accord with the fundamental imterests of the people of
that country and accord fully with the common interests of all nations the worla
over, with the interests of all mankind. When the proletariat of an oppressed
country, as is the case in China, enters the arene of strugsle and becomes the
leacer of the national liberation struggle against imperialism and the savior of
the whole nation, then every genuinely patriotic social group, party, league or
individual inevitadbly comes to collaborate with the Comrmnist Party, as did Sun
Yat-sen, vho took the posiiiun of uniting with the Scviet Unlon and who supported
the interests of the workers and peasants. Those, on the other hand - like Chiang
Kai-shek and Wang Ching-wei - vho actively oppose the Commurist Party (an opposi-
tion which 1s linked with o position to the Soviet Union and fighting the interests
of the workers and reasants), inevitably becomes servile lackeys of imperialism
and contemptible traitors to the nation; they sell out their own country.

4n historicel analysis of the class rolations shows further that in the new
conditions, in the nev period of accentuated international and internal struggle,
8s a result of threats combined with all kinds of baits of the imperialists, and
owing to the developing struggle within the country, there may appear in the revo-
}Utionany ranks such people as Ch'en Tu-hsiu and Chang Kuo-t'ao in China or Tito
n Tagnslavia. These people capitulate to reactionary bourgeois nationalism,
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