35¢

Some FAR EAST REPORTER Issues THE LIBERATION PROCESS

Education: A Critique From China - Pedagogical 356 FOR

Theorys Bourgeois or Socialist?
Some Current Light on the Nationallist Struggle  35¢ JAPANESE WOMEN

in the Philippines .
Revolution Promotes Production Ry Maud Russell  35¢ 4 BEsk Regei T R
Chinese Woment Liberated By Maud Russell 50¢
Mao Tsetung Thought on the Financial and 30¢ !

Monetary Front
The Struggle Petween Two Liness Mao Tsetung's 35¢
Revealing 194C Report ‘
The Sino-Soviet Ussuri River Border Clashs The  U40¢
Historical Background & Current

Implications By Maud Russell
Unlted States Neo-Colonlallsms Grave Digger 35¢
In Asila By Maud Russell
The Rising National Liberation Struggles of 35¢
the Peoples in A Key Area of Southeast
Asla By Maud Russell
China's Socialism? or India's Neo- 35¢
Colonlalism? By Curtis Ullerich

& M Russell
The Past in China's Present By Joseph leedham 60¢
Mass-Line Leadership Leadership in Rural

China By Isabel & 40¢
David Crook
why Washington Sees China as the LOg
Enemy By Maud Russell
Issues on China's Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution
Some Background on the GPCR By M Russell 50¢
China's Ongoing GPCR il " 35¢ The New The Old
China's Economic Health & the GPCR =« " Log Mount Fuji Looks Down On A Changing Japan
Lin Plao's Report on the GPCR (1969) 50¢
The Selzure of Power in China's
Soclalist Society By Israel Epstein3s¢ |
The Making of New Man By Tuan Ping-li 30¢ 1
China's Genuine Democracy By R Alley and 30¢
I Epstein

The Influence of the Thought By Rewl Alley 25¢
of Mao Tsetung
The GPCR in a Commune Village By E F Cholmeley 25¢




FAR BAST REPORTER NOTE CARDS

Reproductions of Chinese sclesor cut-outs

75¢

Package of 12 cards $1,25

12 of each of the 2 patterns
$5.00

Package of 12 cards
Birds on a Branch Patterm
(24 cards) $1.80
24 of each of the 2 patterns
$3.50
36 of each of the 2 patterns

(48 cards)

Children & Chickens Pattern
(72 cards)

All with envelopes
and poatpaid

THE LIBERATION PROCESS
FOR
JAPANESE WOMEN

A Book Review by Maud Russell

This issue of FAR EAST REPORTER calls attention to
a recent book on Japan - "Social Change and the Indiv-
ldual: Japan Before and After Defeat in World War II*
The author is Kazuko Tsurumi, Prefessor of Sociology
and a member of the Institute of hternational Relations
for Advanced Studlies on Peace and Developments in Asia,
Sophia University, Tokyo,

Cf current interest to the American publiec - and
especially to the Woman's Liberation Movement - are the
two chapters on The Family and one on Textile Workers,
This issue of Far Bast Reporter will confine its review
to these three chapters,

The Liberation Process for Japanese Women

Tne two chapters on The Family are filled uth viv-
id, grass roots materiali personal documents, letters,
diaries, autoblographies, writings in which women inur-
ban and rural areas reveal their honest feelings, thelr
questioning attitudes toward the imperial government ad
its propaganda, toward "patriotism",toward militarism,
toward war, So detalled is Professor Tsurumi's rec-
ording of Japanese women's accounts of their reactions
and experiences during and after the war that these two
chapters could well be entltled "Japanese Women Want
Peace",

Thelr experiences durlng the war and in postwar
Japan are-modernizing not only the! living but also the
thinking of Japanese women, now faced with and working
on many of the personal and social problems that engage
women of the West, Coming out of atraditional soclety
they are in the process of redefining their role in the
family and of becoming full particlipants in the society
outside the home,

*Table of Contents, Publisher & price listed at end
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Women Begin To Emerge From Their Traditional
Family-Bound Role

Gone are the days when the basic structure of the
family was described in traditional terms:i "The primary
orientation of the married couple was toward the prod-
uction of children, The husband did not choose his
wife nor she him,..The wife was expected b care for her
husband's household and raise his children,,.,..The wife
was in the family to serve her husband's parents...;3he
owed her husband complete obedience though she was ex-
pected to give priority to his parents' commands, Also,
she was expected to promote the welfare of the family in
any way required of her, Only as a remote and . subsid-
lary consideration was she cast in the role of a mmpan-
lon of her husband, and any overt show of affection on
his part for her was viewed as a definite breach of mod
taste," (pages 254-255)

The break-down of the old home-centered ole of
women and the transition to a community-oriented role
for women was made easier by the fact that traditionally
Japanese mothers had a closer relation with thelr child-
ren than with their husbands, In the extended family
"The children are likely to be more effective agents of
the ideological socialization of their mothers than is
her husband," In the modern congugal type of family
the husband is more likely to be the more effective Hleo-
logical socialization factor, (page 256)

Miss Tsurumi writes of a mother describing her
youngest son, then thirteen years of age, with a deep
affection she does not show in her description of her
husband(as recorded on pages 256-268), The mother writes
of her relations with her son on the eve. of the bombing
of Hiroshima:"Mother,"..."Why do we have to have a war?l
hope they will stop 1t immediately, Why can't we live in
peace, with the Americans sending us Japanese what we
need and the Japanese sending the Filipinos what they
need? The whole world then can be one natlon,,.Mother,
there is something I cannot possibly understand, What on
earth is the Emperor doing? Even if the Emperor wins
the war, having made so many of his soldiers dle, could
he take the vast territory he might win to the other
world when he himself dies? Even the Emperor couldn't
help dying, and dying alone, could he? Why 1is 1it,then,
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that he has not said, 'Stop the war'? I wonder why the
the Japanese have to dle for the sake of the Emperor?
«..Am I an unpatriotic Japanese to think this way?'" "I
became worried about my son,..So I sald to him, 'Hiro,
don't write what you really think, when you write your
composition, What would you do if a policeman came to
get you?'" The mother "suffered from discommunication
wlth her husband until the last days of her thirty jears
of marrled 1life, while she enjoyed an almost perfect ad
mutual communication with her thirteen year-old on.,. She
was much closer to her son in her emotional as well as
intellectual 1ife than to her husband,"(pages 268-269)

Writing Circles

Writing circles play a freeing and creative part
in this process of the changing role of women, "It was
after 1951 when the San Francisco Peace Treaty was con-
cluded and the military occupation came to an end, that
circles began to emerge,,.,Thelr activities covera wide
range,,," Miss Tsurumi's study of circles is mstrict-
ed to those oriented primarily toward writing, because
it "is easler to trace the process of personality cange
in the members through their own writings than through
other media,"(page 213)

Mias Tgurumli gives much historical detalldbout the
traditional writing circles among children (pages 214-
225) and points out that "the rise of writing circles
among adults as a means of self-education was first stimulat-
ed by the publication of a collection of compositions
written by  Hghshool students, . Jn 951, "(page 214)"The
postwar writing circles of adults inherited the pattern
of socialigzation of school children,"(page 225)

Political Interest Stimulated in a Women's Circle

"In 1954 there emerged in Tokyc a small writing
circle called Hinata (meaning ‘sunny'), consisting of
some twenty women, mostly middle-class wives o salaried
professionals, In March 1956 the Hinata group invited
& professor of law to give a lecture, The members of
this circle wished to study the new Constitution, since
constitutional revision was one of the 1issues in the
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coming election for the House of Commons, The lecture

on the Constitution stimulated their interest in polit-
lcal 1issues,,.

"The mothers who wrote about their war eperiences,
being extremely sensitive to the effects of state-con-
trolled education on themselves and on their children,
became concerned about this attempted revision of the
educational systenm, Some of the mothers began © read
newspapers more Iintently than before, and some even
Joined mothers from other groups and PTA's in an effort
to sollett signatures against the passage of the leg-
islation, It was a new experience for these mothers to
stand on the street and talk to strangers,.. And dthough
the legislation was passed, this marked the beginnl
of their further participation in public affairs.”(276

Conflict Between Social Concern and Family Life

“IMrs,.E,, @ wman o fAifty, wthdrew from the Hnata goup,
leaving behind a message which explained why she had to
quit" - describing the chores at home which made her
family happy. She wrote, " 'While we enjoy our small
happlness within the family, I get worried about what's
happening outside of 1t, I know the latter generally
counts more than the former. Still, it is difficult Br
me to push myself to participate in public affairs®,”
(page 277)

"Yasuko Awata, in her fortles, a college graduate and
a wife of a scholar, was one of the leaders of the Hine
ata group.,.and was quite caught up in the various cam-
pralgns on educational 1ssues,"She 'admits that a onflict,..
similar to the one described by Mrs.E.existed among the
rest of the members of the group, including herself.....
'Thus onfllcts arose between our desire for'small happi-
ness' and our participation in public activities, Within
us, housewlves in the uptown msidential section, there
still persicts deep attachment for 'small happiness' and
'happiness in a hidden corner' which has been inculeated
in us through the traditional education for women to be

'rood wives and wise mothers', 'Even those of us who
nave come to think seriously about public affairs are
stl1ll onsessed by it, Perhaps our inabllity to get
over our obsession 1s due to the fact that we are in a
posltion to live comfortably without going out of our
own homes to participate in social activities, Some=~
times our participatlon in social activities gets ws In-
to trouble and we feel we would be better off wilthout
public involvement, Of course, all the members of our
drcle,, ,cherish small lappiness®,,.On the other hand.if
we allow ourselves to be immersed only in our own small
rappiness', we become worried and disturbed by the feel-
ing that we are not fulfilling our duties, Then we
are at a loss, not knowlng how to manage this conflict,
++»Inis unmanageable conflict within ourselves arose
not only tetween our attachment to 'small happlness® g
over against our participation in social affalrs, but
also out of our reassessment of what we had taken for
granted as 'small happiness'., In any case, up until
five years ago,we were all solely preoccupled by our
own 'small happiness' as lsolated indivlduals, But
through our five years work in various groups, we came
to get at least a wlder perspective from which to re-
examine what our 'small happlness' consists of,'"

"Three years after Mrs Awata wrote this essay she
became involved in a hig campaign for the expansion of
senior schools facilities in Tokye",..She “md a son en-
tering senior high school just at that time,"adthught
it was her responsiblility to cooperate with the mthers
who had sons of her own son's age in solving this pro-
blem of the shortage of schools and their inadequate
capacities, She joined a large organization called
Citizens' Council,..and she worked hard for it during
practically the whole year,"(page 278)

After the campaign was over Mrs Awata disengaged
herself from public activities, First, "because she
had encountered many unpleasantnesses and humiliations
coming, not from the side of those against whom her
campaign was directed, but from those she nad expected
to be her friends. It was easier to fight against aip~
pression exercised by one's enemy, she felt, than to
bear injustices done to her by her own friends.....The
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second reason for Mexr disengagement mncerned her son,,
Owing to involvement in activities outside of her fam-
ily,"..."she eglacted ler mn who tad teen suffering from
infantile asthma,,.Thus Mrs Awata was faced with +the
dilemma whether to stick with the ideal role of a mth-
er as redefined by herself and her fellow mothers in
the writing goupsor to revert to the old concept of
that role,"(page 279)

Women Question Natlonal Policies

"Mrs Kawasaki, in her late fifties, is the wife of
a local civll servant and the mother of six children,
Throughout the war her second son, who was in the Mil-
itary Preparatory School, had the strong mnviction hat
Japan could win the war, She had never doubted herself
that Japan would be victorious, and so she was complete-
ly stunned by the news of the unconditional surrender,
On April 10, 1946, for the first time in her 1life, she
cast a ballot at the election of members of Parliament,
'Previously I had absolutely trusted the government and
never dreamed of criticizing it. However, since Jap-
an's defeat we have been exposed to the fact that the
Government had lied to us so blatantly that it compell-
ed me to change my mind about the government one hun-
dred and elghty degrees, I made up my mind on my own
accord to choose a candidate who would truly represent
our feeling that we should never fight agaln, Thus I
voted for a Soclalist Party candidate,' The feeling
that she had been deceived served as the turning point
of her ideologlical posture from support of the war pol-
lcy of the government to the search for peace, Her
initial move toward peace was expressed 4in her venture
to vote for the Socialist Party, During the days of
the acute shortage of food immediately after the war,che
took her chlldren to stay with her husband's Wother, who
was a farmer, There she hilped with the farm work,” A
baby born there died three days after birth, “Her he~
reavement over the loss of her baby became associated
in her mind with the hard 1life she had to lead because
of the war and made her more determined than ever to
search for peace," {page 280)

In 1953 Mrs Kawasakl jolned an educational program

é

for parents in the school where her fourth son was in
the fourth grade, and she elected chairman of the
program which was called Mothers' Class, In June 1955
she attended the first Mothers Congress, held in Raga-
saki, A visit with a group of women to a twenty Hur
year old victim of the atomic bomb led to the ®rmation
of a writing circle of wives of fishermen, day labor-
ers and salaried men to help the victims of the bomb,
Vrs Kawasakl served as secretary to the group., (p 281)

Experience With The Local Bureau of Investigation

"Toward the exd o 1956 she (Mrs lawasakl) was visited
by a stranger who introduced himself as & member of the
ataff of the local bureau of investigation, who then en-
quired what they discussed at the regular meetings of
her writing group, "He said, "It is all right for yout
study, 3But you ought not to go so far as to discuss
who makes war,,.' I was flabbergasted but at the next
moment I got angry, 'The war® is the name of the devil
for ug, Is it not our legitimate right to wish that it
will never happen again? If there is anyone who tries
to make a war, that one is the enemy of us all. Why do
we have to abstain from dlscussing such matters axd from
enquiring into the truth of the matter? I couldmwtu~
derstand what he was mally divingat... Belng encourag-
ed by many of our friends I wrote a letter to the edit-
asof a major newspaper, entitled 'We are free to disc-
uss'., Tt @used greater excitement than we expected andwe
received many letters of endorsement and encouragement,
The local newspaper also took up the matter which devel-
oped into such a public stir that the chief ‘bureau of
investigation admitted it had gone too far'," (281-282)

"The unpleasant encounter with the bureau of inv-
estigation did not discourage her committment to the
cause of peace, On the contrary, it drove her into
activities involving even greater risks, In the follow-
ing year, for instance, she attended +the meeting to
Study Education For Peace held under the ausplces o the
City Teachers Union, After the meeting she Jjolned a
demonstration for peace, 'I marched arm in arm with my
eldest daughter, who became a high school teacher, that

year, pining the line of the teachers vhom we knew. It s the
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splendid first experience of demonstration in my life
as in the life of my eldest daughter, I felt, pulsat-
ing from the arms linked with those of our friends,the
great sense of solidarity with the ple with whom we
share the common cause'," (page 282§eo

Questioning The Imperial War Policy

"Mrs, Bawaskl changed ter Heological wsture mice "at
the time of the texmination of the war and she never
returned again to her previous stance,..,. It is char-
acteristic of her writing to emphasize the steply step
influence of her children on her and not to mention ier
husband's doings and thinkings,...The second son 1is
mentioned most often, It is he who was converted from
committment to the war policy of the militarists  the
cause of peace after the war, He was sick in bed hen
the demonstration opposing the Security Treaty (with
the United States,,.ed) was staged in 1960,  He told
his mother, 'Although I cannot join the demonstration,
I have given my signature to protest agalnst the Sec-
urity Treaty.' The eldest daughter encouraged her
mother to join a peace demonstratlon, The daughter
later married her brother's class-mate at TokyoUnlver-
sity, who was active in the peace movements, Her
feurth son, now a student at Kyoto Unlversity, is very
active in protest demonstrations against the American
atomic submarines that have called at Japanese larbors,
It was, then, the constant encouragement and  support
of these children that led her to declare years after
the termination of the wari 'We shall never let our
sons, all the sons in Japan, go to the warl.” (p 283)

"Now that the war has come to an end with Japan's

defeat and women are encouraged to speak up, those mo-
thers who lost their sons to the war are able to sy in
public, 'For what purpose did I have to let my son de,
now I really wonder' and ‘We certalnly have been de-

celved'," (pages 258-259)

"Speaking out in public about their sufferings
during the war is a first step toward redefinition of
their roles." (page 259)

. children,

ARecognition of Ignorance

One mother wrote, "'We are responsible for the mak-
ing of the war because we were ignorant enough to obey
our leaders blindly and to be lnduced to woperate shole-
heartedly with them,' (page 272) Another mother wrote
that 'Many of us had conflicting attitudes within our-
selves, As loyal subjects of the Emperor,we thought it
was prestiglous to send our sons and husbands 4 war,But
at the same time and at the bottom of our hearts we did
not want them to go, Why, then, did we let our love
for our sons and husbands succumb to our sense o loyal-
ty to our country?.,..School education nurtured the mind
to accept the wars that the government had made ever
since the Sino-Japanese War, The high school children
today do not know this shameful history of our school
educatlon,..ht was the elucation that produced ignorant
mothers'," (pages 272-273)

"By reflecting upon and writing about theirwr ex-
periences the members of the writing circle in Tokyo
came to reallze that they were ignorant and that their
ignorance was the result of the state-controlled ducat-
ion imposed upon Japanese students since the Mejll per-
10d," (page 273)

"The recognition of ignorance by the women has two
aspectss first, ignorance about the war and,second 1ig-
norance about postwar education,”(For instance,children
now study, 1n social studies, the new Constitutionwhich
many pre-war-educated mothers never read - and hence
feel a gap between themselves and their modern-educated

g "Roth types of ignorance pertain primarily
to their roles as mothers and are related to their love
for their children, It is this recognition of their
own ignorance and its defunction that primarily mtivates
these mothers to join various extra-famillal groups and
orzanizations in order to expand thelr perspective, And
it is participation in multiple group activities that
helps them redefine their roles," (page 275)

Farmers' Wives Start Modern Cooperatives

"There has bheen a notliceable change in the role of
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farmers' wives in the postwar era, especially during
the 1960's, Hard working as they were, pasants'wives
before the war served only as part ‘of the labor force
and did not have any say in the planning and mnagement
of agricultural production,® (page 284)

Owing to the shortage of men (male farmers ehifted
to other occupations because they found they could not
make both ends meet by farming) cooperative farmingwas
developed - by women! It was a difficult processy it
involved a change from the old form of cooperative
farming which was practliced in the busy season only ad
was based on the extended family system (consisting of
main and branch relatives) to the new cooperative sSys=-
tem, with mutual aid on a year-round basls and involv-
ing a group of non-relatives, In the old cooperative
system the head man of the main family decided about
the organlzation and the working conditions of 1labor,
In the new cooperative system it 1ls the wives who have
the greatest volce in determining not only their own
wages, but even the men's, Miss Tsurumi details the
struggle that brought women to this new status, show-
ing how "women play a major part in promoting woperat-
ion h farm management and production,"(page 288)

Bookkeeping Movement Among Farm Women

A "bookkeeping movement aimed at cultivating the
habit of modern bookkeeping among women" was started in
the agricultural cooperatlves, where women learn to
keep separate and itemlzed accounts on household exp-
enditures, on the one hand, and the costs of poduction
and income from the farm, on the other hand, “This
bookkeeping practice has enabled women to grasp the
facts of domestic life and farm work for the first time
in terms of figures, It also has encouraged them to
turn farming into a planned economy, They have come
draw up budgets for future famlily spending, and in or-
der to meet increased levels of expenditure, have de-
vised new schemes for diversified farmlng, instead of
repeating the traditional patterns of crop rotation.

"The bookkeeping movement promoted under the lead-
ership of the Women's Sectlon of the National ssoclat-
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ion of Farmers' Cooperatives is unique in that it has
fostered open communication among women living 1n +the
same hamlet, Five to ten women in a hamlet ather once
a month to compare one another's books +to make month-
ly tabulations of thelr own costs of living and +to
discuss how to eliminate waste and improve thelr fin-
ancial situation,”

"Mrs Yakushiji writes, 'At first the 1ldea of mak-
ing one's family budget public was repugnant to mny of
us, As we went along, however, we gradually overcame
our sense of resistence and realized how fortunate we
were to be able to discuss our problems together in a
group of friends, We discussed how to dissolve an-
tagoniem between & mother-in-law and a daughter-in- Bw
over money matters, e dlso falked aout various problems
that we had hitherto suffered alone, Our discussion
developed from private affairs to social problems, and
thus our house-keeplng account books served as a very
useful means of opening our eyes to larger podblems than
just domestic affairs, Had we been left to ourselvesws
could not have made monthly tabulations, It was the
group that enabled us to break through the hard crust
of conventialism and to improve our living,'"(pages B89
and 290)

*"Thinking in terms of figures and numberslas thus
been introduced into the life of a farmer's wife, con-
tributing to turn her previously non-ratlonal way of
thinking and acting into predominantly rational modes
of thought and action,"(page 288)

"The trend for wives to become independent and
responsible farmers has glven rise to some changes wi-
thin and without the family,...change ln the status of
women owing to thelr emergent position as full-fledged
independent farmers, One of the changes 1s that wo-
men have become interested In group studies on sclent-
ific farming and have begun to have thelr way not only
on matters of farming but also on various mblic affairs
in the village, One woman sald, ‘'Previously 1. made
foolish mistakes while I obeyed what my husband told me
to do, Since I came to attend the study group aid have
studled on my own, my husband has begun to listen to



me, kot only that, he began to consult with me on
planting plans, '"(page 290)

Not only was there a change in the lives of indiv-
idual women but "the group hookkeeping movement that is
developing among agrarian women contributes toward over-
coming competitive attitudes amongfamilies and amiltivat-
inga splrit of cooperation and collectivism,"(page 290)

Female Textile Workers

In Chapter Seven Miss Tsurumi devotes twenty mges
to describing “the general circumstances within which
female textile workers lived in the postwar period”™ and
"the impact of factory life on workers of agrarian or-
igin.,” 1In the prewar period these female workerssere
generally members of at least two groups - their fmil-
l1es and the company where they worked, In the post-
war perlod other group affiliations were addeds their
union and their writing groups, Thus these female
textile workers were exposed to four different social-
1zing agencles - thelr families, management,their lab-
or union and their circle," (page 22;%

Miss Tsuruml examines in detall the postwar cond-
itions of female workers and the effect of the new mst-
war agencies - labor union and writing circles - agde-
scribed by the workers themselves, They became aware
of the poverty of thelr tenant-farmer fathers...of the
hard-working and restricted lives of thelr mothers, of
their am semi-slave wages (much of which had to be re-
mitted to their peasant families.,) *“In her role as a
daughter of peasants, a female worker was not expected
to be a fully economically independent person, Her
earnings were not conslidered to belong entirely to her
but were regarded as an integral part of the total fam-
11y income." (page 229) These factory women became
aware of the subsidiary role assigned to them in their
labor unions, “Although the majority of workers in the
textile industry were women, very few women are dected
to be officers in their union,” (page 232)

In a wool factory near Osaka there emerged a wit-
ing circle some fifty women and three men, Most of
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the young women had come from villages after graduating
from high school, *"Those who had finished school around
1950 had been exposed to two conflicting 1deologles,
They had been indoctrinated with militarism in the pim-
ary schools during the war and with demoeratic:mpinciples
in high school after the war, When they entered the
factory they were exposed to the kind of conflictingde-
mands from management, from the labor unlon, and from
their own parents. e« How to meet these oonflicting demands
and how to cope with the discrepancles between what they
learned in high school and what they actually encount-
ered in the factory were difficult problems for these

gil‘ls. L]

In their circle ‘they began to writesbout their own
families,.,the common theme of these writings was ths rec-
cessity of making remittances to thelr families, Mich-
iko Tanaka, who had finlished only compulsory education
and whose family of seven owned less than two acres of
land, wrote, 'With the help of the remittances I  have
been sending home since April my younger sister entered
senior high school, To tell the truth, I did not want
to send money home, Who wants to sacrifice herself by
sending money to her famlly when she herself cannot af-
ford even to buy the book she wanted? However, my de-
termination not to send money home was undermined when
I went back there during the New Year holildays, In
our home I found the tataml (sleeping) mats as worn out
as ever, the Ktchen,which we had planned to remodel,
left as it always had been, and the sliding sreens,Wth
their paper torn and patched, I saw nothing but signs
of poverty in our home, and that made me promise our
parents that I would send them a monthly remittance'."”

(pages 233-234)

"Theue girls,'who had received a postwar educatlon
and had learned that each individual has fundamental
human rights, including the right to one's own @rnings,
could not acquiesce in the traditionally prescribed role
of a daughter duty-bound to support her poor masant mr-
ents, Besldes, their labor union’s definitlon of a
living wage showed that they could not live on what they
earned, even without sending money home,......The women
workers learned, as members of the union, that ideally
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they were independent of their parents and their par-
ents of them, Actually, however, as members of pasant
familles, they knew that their parents were poor and
that they had to help then,

"Through writing and discussion in the dircle.each
girl came to realize that her own family was not the
only poor one, and that almost all the other girls’
families were poor also, and that th: problem of re-
mittances was therefore common to all of threm, They
realized that it was the poverty of the peasant that
created the conflict between the 1deal role of a pemdb-
er of the labor union and the actual role of a dughter
of a peasant family," (pages 235-236)

"They knew that most of them would eventually re-
turn to villages to be peasant wives, They felt that
the only way for them to cope with the problem of pov-
erty in the agrarian villages was through a redefinit-
ion of the role of a wife and a mother of an agrarian
family, In order to achieve such a redefinitin, they
thought it was necessary to know concretely what was
involved in their traditional role, And the best me-
thod of learning was to study the lives of thelr own
mothers, Thus they agreed to write the blographies
of their own mothers, Forty one blographies were co-
llected and Mimeographed,.. entitled My Mother, in Maxrch
1953, Shortly thereafter some members of the circle
read an essay written by a historian, Tadashl Bhimoda,
who pointed out the importance of the mothers in the
modern history of China and Korea, He also described

the deeper influence his 'feudal’ and self-sacrificing
mother exerted upon him and his wrk,conpared with that
of his 'progressive' and self-centered father who had
modern ideas, And he concluded; 'The work and action
of gsons 1s always maintained by the sacrifice and axff-
erings of their mothers,' Inspired by this essay and
other essays written by historlans aout this Hime.,., the
leader of the circle suggested that the blographies of
their peasant mothers might become a partial document-
ary basis for a history of common Japanese women. This
time about ninety women and a few men participated,
Those who had already writtenm blographies expanded and

revised thelr writings by interviewing their mothers
when they returned home for a vacation or by asking
mothers questions by letters, Thus a History of
of Mothers was produced toward the end of the same

year," (pages 236-237)

"When the mothers' blographies were read and com-
pared by the circle rembers,it was clear that there
were some common themes in thelr mothers® lives, They
were all more or less unhappy., The sources of their
unhappiness were the existing structure of agricultur-
al production and distribution, the war,,,,and the ex-
tended family system under which the wife had to 1live
with her parents-in-law,,.The most important, from the
point of view of the girls was that.,.their mothers'
marriages had been arranged by thelr parents and were
not based on love of the partner,...The daughters sym-
pathized with their unhappy mothers and had tremendous
respect for their perseverance in the face of their
hardships, but, since their attitude of absolute obed-
tence to the parents, thelr parents-in-law, and their
huabands had brought them unhappiness, they began +to
try not to be so blindly submissive to their superiors,
RBecesuse their mothers' attitude of resignation kept
them perpetually mwor,they began to search for atetter
wvay of coping with their environment."(pages 238-239)

"Oned the women workers sald, 'Our mothers worked
hard and persevered in resignation to their fate, We
shall inherit from them their propensity r hard work,
and their perseverance, but we shall use them to im
rove our lot instead of succumbing to it',"(Page ZM-S)-

Excerpts reproduced with the permission of the Publiaher,
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY PRESS
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POSTSCRIPT

The material in these three chapters of the book,
"Social Change and the Individual; Japan Before and
After Defeat in World war II" by Kazuko Tsurumi rev-
eals Japanese women as seeing themselves in a new and
modern light, They see themselves as individuals wth
independent rights but fulfilling themselves in comm-
unity groups and public concerns rather than in excl-
usively personal and family relations.

Although Japan has had a male-dominated soclety,
the focus of women's concern over mciety's injustices,
private and publie, is noticeably not anti-male; ra-
ther, their concem 1is strikingly focused on the nat-
ure of the society in which they live,

Women's liberation is a process that is acceler-
ating all over the world, There are varying stages in
this process, conditioned by the nature of the @ociety
in which women find themselves., In socialist societ-
ies, as in China, economically, politically and cult-
urally, the goal of liberation is furthered, and not
blocked, In capitalist societies the nature of that
soclety still allows for exploitation of people, men
as well as women, In countries now in the Process o
changing their pre-industrial soclety to modern ind-
ustrial society women (and men) are having the exper-
lence of living in aspects of both the old ad the mw,
with the added advantage of living in a period when
soclalist countries already exist, Hence, in these
countries, the process of liberation for all - men and
women - may be far more rapid than has been true in the
capltalist countries, The germ of this acceleration
1s already at work in Japan,
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