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EASTERN DIARY

An Agence France Presse report last
November from Peking seems to have
stirred up quite some interest in the out-
side world. It was based on an article
written by the educational revolution team
of the Teachers’ University of Shanghai
and published in the People’s Daily of
Peking. The article, mainly on library
administration, begins with a request from
a department of the university for Euro-
pean and American novels of the 18th
and 19th centuries which started the li-
brary workers thinking and arguing.
What follows is an account of what they
did, how students reacted to their deci-
sion and how the library has been dealing
with this and similar questions.

The AFP report, however, was rather
sketchy, and being a news report it pro-
bably could not have been otherwise. But
I am sure many would like to know more.
So here let me give a fuller account of
the article.

The above-mentioned request came
from the Chinese Department of the Uni-
versity in the summer of rg70. This
touched off an argument in the library.
Some proposed that the request should be
comphied with, but others raised vehement
opposition. For the latter, to buy these
books would be ‘a signal for the restora-
tion of the old regime’. They failed to
come to any conclusion.

But at the same time, there were in
the library large quantities of books of
a similar nature. Should the students be
allowed to borrow these books? Opinions
again differed.

As the revolution in education continu-
ed in depth and the university enrolled
new students, more of them came to bor-
row books and more requests for new
books came to the library. But when stu-
dents asked for problematic books, some

of the library workers became alarmed.
They even tried to withhold these books.

This was severely criticised by the stu-
dents. It was pointed out that the library
should positively serve the proletarian re-
volution in education. To withhold
books, to shun contradictions, is like re-
fusing to eat for fear of choking. This
criticism finally went home. After study-
ing and discussing the matter, the library
workers came to a new understanding.
‘To supply books to the students in a po-
sitive way, they now concluded, is to help
train proletarian fighters. Readers would
of course come into contact with wrong
ideas and ‘poisonous weeds’. But just as
Chairman Mao has pointed out: ‘Fighting
against wrong ideas is like being vacci-
nated—a man develops greater immunity
from disease as a result of vaccination.
Plants raised in hot-houses are unlikely to
be sturdy.’” If the students were not al-
lowed to come into contact with proble-
matic books, it was asked, how were they
to develop their judgement and their fa-
culty of telling the wrong from the right?

But the library workers also realised
that to merely adopt an open-door policy
was not enough. Though they should
have confidence in the judgement of the
vast majority of the students, they had
also to face the fact that, being young,
some of the students could be corrupted
by some of the books they read. The li-
brary workers thus began to take an in-
terest in the books the students were read-
ing and how they were reading them.
To help the students develop their faculty
of criticism and judgement, the library
workers not only wrote book critiques,
but also encouraged students to do the
same. Such critiques, ranging from a
few hundred to several thousand words,
were posted on the wall-boards in the li-



brary or compiled in book form. When
differences of opinion arose, library work-
ers would take these to the students for
further discussion, or refer them to the
students in the class of literary criticism.

The library also sponsored extra-mural
reading clubs and recommended good
books for after-class reading.

*

Dr Wang Hao, Professor of Symbolic
Logic, left China in 1946 for the United
States, where he settled down and was
naturalised. Last June, after 26 years’
absence, he came back to China on a four-
week  tour, during which he visited,
among other places, a village in Shan-
tung, where his father and his elder
brothers were born.

On his return to the United States he
talked to Chinese residents there about
his visit. The lecture was in Chinese and
a transcript was recently reproduced in
the New Evening Post, a Chinese language
newspaper in Hongkong.

In his lecture Professor Wang first list-
ed what he called the ‘basic progress’ made
in China since Liberation. Most of the
measures carried out in China, he said.
were taken with a long term view to
achieve what is fundamental and neces-
sary for the great majority of the people,
and he listed the following achievements:

—People have enough to wear and eat,
and onc no longer sees people in tatters,
whether in the cities or in the countryside.

—Closely related to the problem of
food and clothes is drought and flood
prevention. Here the amount of work
done and the achievements attained are
unprecedented.

—Soldiers, poor and abhorred not very
long ago, are now respected and put in
leading positions in production and edu-
cation.

—The country is now a closely knit
unit and no longer the ‘sheet of sand’
which it used to be. Some may feel that
there is too much organisation, but others
are of the opinion that some excess is

necessary in order to set things right.

—A number of infectious diseases have
been wiped out, and health has improved
among the general public.

- —Equality between the sexes has at-
tained a high degree.

—Illiteracy has almost become a thing
of the past.

—In industrialisation and mechanisa-
tion, China is still very backward by
comparison with advanced countries and
a great deal has yet to be done. But also
in this respect she has gone a long way.
Relying.on herself, China has overcome
the first and most difficult task of produc-
ing things which had never before been
produced in the country.

Professor Wang was cspecia]ly impress-
ed with the big strides made in China in
medicine and health. Comparing China
with the United States, he said:

Undoubtedly China is very much behind
the United States in automobiles, acroplanes,
washing machines, television, kitchen ap-
pliances, plumbing, the mechanisation of
agriculture, automation and comfort in living.

But on the other hand China is superior to

the United States in the problems relating

to the position of women, national minoti-
tes, social order and the ideology and edu-
cation of the people. What is most surpris-
ing is that, in the field of medicine and
health, China is not only comparatively more
advanced than the United States but bher
medical service is also more fairly and equal-

ly distributed among the people.  Let me
name a few concrete examples., China has
completely  eradicated  venereal — diseases.

Doctors are more evenly distributed in the
country. Working women enjoy a 56-day
leave for childbirth. The barefoot doctors
are a glaring contrast with the monopoly of
medicine by professional organisations in the
United States.

*

It should be interesting to hear Pro-
fessor Wang, who would be classified as
an ‘advanced intellectual’ or a ‘big intel-
lectual’ in China, talk about his
counterparts in China. So here I translate

at length:



In China recently I met many of my
former teachers and schoolmates, My two
general impressions about them are: First,
concerning ways to advance knowledge and
educational reform, all are open-minded.
They are still actively discussing and search-
ing for fundamental ways and tactics and
there is no arbitrariness. Second, individuals
differ a great deal in their degrees of en-
thusiasm, but they all accept as reasonable
the notion of substituting public interest for
private interest.

Are all intellectuals in China happy? 1
find it very difficult to give a definite answer
to this question. . . . In fact the question
should probably not have been put in such
a way at all. For it has always been true
that intellectuals have their anxieties in what-
ever society they may be. In a new society
old anxieties have disappeared, but new ones
might emerge in their place. Furthermore it
is not easy to discard self interest. Rationally
one might have accepred the principle of
serving the people, but that does not neces-
sarily mean that emotionally one has also ac-
cepted the consequences of putting such a
principle into practice.

My feeling is thar, especially for those in
advanced research, there is less freedom than
in the West in choosing oné€’s subject ac-
cording to one’s interest. | have seen married
couples work at two far apart places, and
this secems to be more common than in the
West. I have also seen some intecllectuals
having difficulties getting their children, aca-
demically qualified, into universities, though
today there are still proportionally more
children of the intellectuals in university than
those of the workers and peasants.

1 had ample opportunities to meet and
talk in private with friends, relatives and my
erstwhile teachers. . . . My impression is
that they are all very enthusiastic about their
work. The one I admire the most is a phy-
sicist, with whom | was in college together.
While in the United States, he used to spend
a great deal of time on classical music and
Western literature. Now he is so devoted to
his work in applied physics and political
studies that he has no time for either music
or literature.

But a friend who likes to play the violin
not only still keeps his hobby but has also
picked up piano playing. He is a very ac-

complished scientist, sincere and modest. Ac-
cording to him, he has not taken an active
part in politics since he returned from abroad
and he is not a communist. But he easily
shares the feeling common to most of the
intellectuals now in China. They are all pa-
triots and they admire the Chinese Com-
munist Party for the achievements it has
made in national construction. I could see
that he was respected, well treated and in
high spirits,

[ also met a former teacher of mine who
used to read a grear deal. It scemed that this
old habit of his had not changed ar all. He
still gives free rein to his interest, reading
different sorts of books and studying differ-
ent sorts of purely theoretical questions on
very special subjects. 1 felt as if 1 were still
back in Kunming where 1 was his student.
Working in a research institute, he has of
course more freedom. But those teaching in
universities have much less time at their dis-
posal. Some told me that, devoting all their
time to teaching, they had few opportunities
to work on questions not directly related to
the subjects they were teaching., Some have
begun to find that this is not quite right and
discussions are now under. way to find ways
to correct this situation.

I went also to see Professor Feng Yu-an,
the well-known philosopher, and his wife in
their home. For their ages they looked sur-
prisingly fit, both physically and mentally.
Professor Feng is revising his well-known
work, A History of Chinese Philosophy. His
devotion to work should put us of the young-
er generarion to shame. I told him about
my dissatisfaction with the current trends in
philosophy in Britain and the United States
and the difficulties 1 had encountered in
studying Marxist philosophical thinking., It
was comparatively easy to comprehend the
notion that knowledge is a reflection of the
physical world, but hard to be initiated into
dialecticism. In reply, he stressed the impor-
tance of taking change as the fundamental
phenomenon of the world. Non-change, ac-
cording to him, is but an abstract and special
form of change. He wrote a poem and pre-
sented it to me. It reminds me how China
has changed from a weak nation to a strong
one during the 26 years I was away and
urges me to focus my astention on changes
wrought in history in order to have a good



understanding of change in philosophical
terms.

On the important question of integrating
theory with practice, 1 was given some un-
expected information. Quite a few people
told me while I was in China that it had re-
cently been realised that practice had been
over-emphasised in neglect of work on cer-
tain basic theoretical aspects. Here one sensed
the urgency felt by the academic world in
the all-round development of scientific re-
search. I was told by a friend that the latest
line was that, while for special colleges the
stress was still on close coordination with pro-
duction, wuniversities of a general nature
should redirect their attention to theory.

The development of science is of course
closely related to education, especially the
question of how to interest the young genera-
tion in science and thus bring up young
scientists. The measures taken in the United
States and the Soviet Union, though cffec-
tive to q certain degree, are not acceptable to
the Chinese. So what to do in this respect is
still under incessant study in the academic
world of China. Related to this, the ques-
tions of university enrolment and productive
labour in universities are all under study and
discussion.

*

The excavation of the Han tomb (2,100
years old) at Mahuangtui, Hunan, formed
the subject of a recent seminar sponsored
by the Chinese archacological journal
Kaoku.

Comparing the discovery with the
carlier looting of the tombs in the same
area around Changsha by foreign imper-
ialists and their Chinese collaborators,
some of those participating in the seminar
pointed out that the latter had not only
caused the removal of historical relics
from China, but also destroyed their full
value as historica] data with their desultory
diggings and taking and preserving only
what they considered valuable. The pre-
sent excavation was far from fortuitous.
In fact as early as 1952 the Archacological
Institute team at Changsha, having come
to the conclusion that a group of tombs
at Mahuangtui were of the Han period,
had realised their historical importance.
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But considering the working conditions
and the level of archacological techniques
then obtaining, the institute decided to
keep the tombs intact until a later date
when it would be possible to make more
systematic and careful scientific studies.
And that day had come, less than 20
years after.

A great deal of interest has been focuss-
ed on the cause of the high degree of pre-
servation of the contents of the tomb, in-
cluding the body of the woman buried in-
side. Those taking part in the seminar
seemed to have been agreed that the white
clay in which the set of six coffins was en-
cased had played an important part in
preserving the body. In the course of ex-
cavation, when the layer of white clay was
punctured, a gas was emitted. Like marsh
gas, it burst into flame on coming into
contact with fire. But this may be only
one of the contributing causes, even if the
most important one. It was believed that
the compact earthwork surrounding the
layer of clay and the layer of charcoal under-
neath it were all partly responsible. The
layer of clay, besides keeping out moisture
and suppressing the breeding of bacteria,
might also have helped to keep the tem-
perature inside at a constant level.

The seminar also brought out the im-
portance of the 312 bamboo slips used to
record the burial articles in the tomb.
This was the first time that such slips
were found in such large quantities. With
a total of over 2,000 characters on them,
the slips provide an ideal opportunity to
study the transition of the Chinese script
then taking place, namely from chuan to
li.

Earlier, legends had it that the group
of tombs at Mahuangtui were those of
the Prince of Chu and his family members
of the Five Dynasties period, thus putting
them in the tenth century. Others believ-
ed that the two most prominent tombs in
the group were where Liu Fa, the Prince
of Changsha of the Han Dynasty, buried
his two concubines. Now both have been
proved wrong.



The inscriptions on the lacquer ware
and the clay seals on bamboo cases and
a pottery container all indicate that the
woman buried in the tomb was a Marc-
hioness of Tai, most likely the first one.
The only question which baffles the ar-
chaeologists is how the Marquis of Tai,
living off a fief of only 700 houscholds,
could have afforded to bury his wife in

such a lavish manner as the finds in the
tomb have borne out. But it was argued
at the seminar that the first Marquis of
Tai, who served also as the Chief Minister
to the Prince of Changsha, a member of
the Han royal family, must have wielded
a great deal of power and amassed wealth
far beyond his own meagre fief.

Lee Tsung-ying
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Self Sufficiency As a Way of Life in a Honan County

A Journey to Chiyuan

Rewi Alley

We went by train to Hsinhsiang from
Chengchow, and rested a while before
crossing the 140-kilometre plain to the
county of Chiyuan. It was one of the
very hot early days of summer. There
had been little rain in the prefecture since
last autumn, but due to ample irrigation,
the crops were even better than those of
last year. There are around six million
people in the fourteen counties of the pre-
fecture farming 533,000 hectares of land,
33,000 hectares of which is irrigated.
Most of it is flat, much once alkaline.
Now with the water in the water table
near the topsoil being pumped out, the
salts no longer rise to the surface. Then
with all the improvements of the new day,
ﬁ]us its determination and spirit, much

as changed, and heavy crops are now the
regular thing.

There are two city municipalities in
the prefecture, both industrialised—
Hsinhsiang and Chiaotso. Foreign mono-
poly once exploited the Chiaotso coal, but
now the place has greatly enlarged with
many new factories to become one of the
many rising industrial towns of China’s
hinterland.

Chiyuan C ounty

On our journey to Chiyuan over the
good tar-sealed highway, we passed
through several counties, Huochia, Hsiu-
wu, Poai and Chinyang, as well as Chiao-

tso, and towards evening came into the
Chiyuan County centre, set amongst
many trees in a basin under the escarp-
ment of the southern edge of Taihang
Shan. It is a county of 440,000 people,
81,000 households. Back in the bad
years of drought and Japanese domination
in 1942-3, 100,000 people died of starva-
tion, and many more went off as refugees.
The rivers that came down through
mountain ravines from Shansi merely
flooded and eroded the lands below,
sweeping more silt from the farmlands
into the Yellow River that forms the south-
ern boundary of the county. Eighty-one
per cent is mountainous or else rolling
country, the highest mountain peak be-
ing that on Wangwu Shan, which is
1,800 metres above sea level. At the
county centre the height is 183 metres.
The main rivers other than the Yellow
River are the Chi Shui, the Mang Ho,
and the Chin Ho, the last two coming
down through passes in the Taihang
mountains from Shansi Province. In the
bad old days, agriculture here was espe-
cially backward. There was no industry
to speak of, the average yield of farmland
was pitifully low, and hills were eroded
and quite unproductive, long having been
denuded of forest. Much of the Chiyuan
basin was marsh. The people of today’s
Chiyuan have sought to remedy all of this
at the grassroots, They have gone into
the back hills and reforested 60,000 hec-
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tares. When the trees are big enough,
they will let the sheep and goats at pre-
sent on 22,000 hectares of pasture graze
in the forested hills, and turn to replant-
ing the total hill area. Many horse chest-
nuts are planted, their nuts being good
for making into pig fodder. There are
also oak, ash, as well as walnuts, persim-
mons, apple and pear trees, and many
apricots, peaches, etc. Quick growing
timbers from these forests and those like
poplars from villages have already sup-
plied the county with all its building tim-
bers so far necessary.

The county has 46,600 hectares of
arable land. There are only about 2,000
more hectares that can be reclaimed
through terracing. 21,300 hectares has
been irrigated, there being water enough
for 33,000 hectares when all laterals for
distribution now being built are com-
pleted. In the old landlord days, there
was but 4,000 hectares irrigated and that
by wells.

Taming Rivers

After Liberation, the people took a
good hard look at their legacy, and in
consequence first turned to the Mang Ho
River, to bring it under control. They
planned a canal from the upper reaches
of the two rivers Chin Ho and the Mang
Ho, bringing their waters together and
running them around precipitous cliffs, in
the way the Red Flag Canal, popularised
now in Linhsien in the north-west of the
province, in these last years has done.
Here, however, some of the work carried
through was even more difficult, the lads
had to hang down from the tops of the
cliffs by ropes. Controlling the Mang
River was started in 1953 as the first
stage. Then taking the Chin Ho over to
the Mang was started in 1965, the work
being completed in August 1968. The
whole miin canal, running over the many
aqueducts and through tunnels, or around
steep cliffs, is 120 kilometres long. Some
of the water is taken into small reservoirs,

Rewi Alley

some runs away into laterals and then
over the countryside, or in branch canals
along ridges of rolling country, when it
gradually descends to the newly terraced
ficlds below. With the rivers controlled,
and the back hills forested, summer floods
have lost their terror for the lowlands.
One in 1948 swept all before it, villages
and fields. Bigger rains since have done
no damage.

In 1949 the county averaged around
goo kilo. of grain and 187.5 kilo. of cot-
ton per hectare. In 1971 the average was
3.1 tons for grain and 247.5 kilo. for
cotton, irrigated and dry land taken to-
Ecthcr. But often in times of drought or

ood in the old times, very little indeed
would be harvested, and the people died.
The only industry in those days was a
small coal pit, and some blacksmiths who
achieved fame by producing a plow share
that turned the sod very well, much bet-
ter than in other counties. Actually, it
was the 2,000-year-old Han Dynasty type,
which had survived here, along with the
way of making it.

County Factories

In the county today, there are over 30
county factories, 26 more run by com-
munes, and 570 little ones operated by
the commune brigades. The county fac-
tories are modern ones, well placed with
all the facilities. They have production
valued at over 45 million yuan a year.
Running on the principle of using local
materials where possible to fulfil local
needs, the first one visited takes lead ore
from the local county mine, refines it
and then makes plates for the miner’s
storage battery which operates his lamp.
The factory turns out 180,000 such lamps
a year, made in this plant, both for local
and also for coal mines in other parts of
Honan. The lead ore also contains gold,
silver, zinc and mercuric oxide, all of
which are extracted and refined during
the process.

Here the factory buildings are well
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spaced in an especially large compound,
there being an awareness of the hazards
of lead dust to workers’ health. As a side
line and to meet local demand, rubber
tyres are made for the rubber-tyred
handcarts so very common in all Honan
rural areas. The workers had just finish-
ed building a large block of flats, in
modern style, for living quarters. The
plant employs 460 workers in all. It
has a good machine shop, now busy con-
structing machinery and equipment for
the various other factory shops. The
struggle is for more mechanisation all
along the line. The plant was set up in
a very small way in 1957, but removed
to its present location and greatly expand-
ed in the 1958 Leap Forward year.
When it started, only 70 tons of ore were
treated a year. Now 390,000 tons are.
The county machine shops were busy
when we arrived to see them making
lathes and other machine tools for com-
munes and commune brigades. It 1s
amazing how many machine tools begin
now to infiltrate into the countryside,
making one wonder what the people of
tomorrow will produce with the me-
chanisation that now so irresistibly comes
to their aid in the struggle for better
livelihood. The Chiyuan machine shops
have 250 workers. At the time of visit
60 of them were out in the countryside
helping with rural mechanisation in the
summer harvest rush. Some twenty lads
and lasses from commune brigades were
in the shops as learners. The plant
has 102 modern machine tools, over-
head cranes, and a v well-set-out
foundry and smelter. Workers have
made many creative innovations, and the
concrete floors of some of the work-
rooms, where groups have met and had
technical discussion, were seen to be
covered with sketches and calculations
chalked on them during the process. A
total of 4,900 pumps for mechanisation
were made last year, and 700 threshing
machines for commune brigades. Some of
the work is in repair of rural machinery
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brought in, but now more and more the
commune machine shops are taking care
of this. The county also operates a Kang-
ta-type school for middle school gradu-
ates and commune folk which has six
classes, two of which concern themselves
with the upkeep and construction of agri-
cultural machinery, thus assisting com-
mune mechanisation quite a bit.

Education

Education has taken a prominent place
in the life of the people in Chiyuan.
There are 17 upper middle schools, and
805 lower middle and primary ones, with
a total of 100,000 students in all, and
having 4,300 teachers. There has been
a good deal done to wipe out illiteracy
amongst the older folk. Stress is laid on
health education, the work centring
around the county hospital which has 210
beds, and on down through commune hos-
pitals, brigade clinics. There is a public
health station in the county centre which
deals with preventive measures, vaccina-
tions, injections, etc. The mountains have
produced over 100 kinds of herbal medi-
cines which are collected by communes and
sold. In birth control, average births per
year are 1.5 per cent around the county
centre, with an overall average of 2.1 per
cent for the whole county. Before the
movement for planned families came
along, the figure was 2.5 per cent. All
aids for birth control are distributed free,
right down to the smallest production
teams.

Iron and Steel Plant

While in Chiyuan, we made a rather
more complete survey of local industry
than has been possible in quicker visits to
other places. So we spent a whole morn-
ing at the local iron and steel plant, si-
tuated some way from the city, and using
a lateral come down from the Mang-Chin
Canal for its water supply. Actually, iron
has been smelted in the mountain valleys
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of Chiyuan for five hundred years, but
it was only with the surge of the Leap
Forward in 1958 that the first two mod-
ern furnaces were set up amongst grain
fields outside Chiyuan city. Then came
the Liu Shao-chi period in 1960-61, when
he ordered all iron and steel works that
did not show an immediate profit be
closed down. So it was not until 1968
that the present plant began to take shape,
a hundred-cubic-metre furnace installed,
along with a battery of smaller sizes, in-
cluding the two old original ones. In 1969
five thousand tons of iron and gg of steel
were turned out. In 1¢70, 10,200 tons
of iron and 2,000 of steel. The present
inhibiting factor to more rapid increase
.is that there is no rail connection between
the iron mines in the mountains and the
smelters, and road transport of the ore is
too slow. There is a light railway con-
necting with the local coal mines, however,
and there is plenty of limestone available
around. There are 2,456 workers in the
plant, more than the number needed for
present production if there was more me-
chanisation. Four hundred are women.
Yet it is always good to train for much
bigger plants. Costs now come down
rapidly each year, and the ability to ex-
pand becomes greater all the time. All
workers live on the plant site, and were
busy building a big new block of housing
at the time of our visit. There are around
100 cadres in the administration, the lead-
ing ones being mainly middle-aged who
have come up the hard way through actual
practice. The plant has its own machine
shops. and maintains a geological survey
team in the mountains all the time, survey-
ing and mapping new deposits of ore as
they find such. Finds have been rich,
good enough for long-term major deve-
lopment.

Light railways are now quite a feature
of many Honan counties. In Chiyuan
the people have built one that connects
with two counties without coal, so that
they are kept supplied with fuel, and the
coal mines with business. The first lines

Rew: Alley

the people built of white native iron
founded in Chiyuan, turning to steel later.
Two trains run daily from Chiyuan to
these counties, and passengers are carried.
Speed is around 30 kilometres an hour.
The county maintains quite a large repair
works for the locomotives and rolling
stock. A familiar sound in Chiyuan town
is the shrill whistle of the little locomotives
as they go along with their work. To have
plenty of good, cheap iron available for
immediate use means a great deal to the
whole process of mechanisation in Chiyuan
and the counties around. But steel pro-
ducting, as with electricity, must go up if
industry is to maintain its present mo-
mentum here and all over Honan.

Plastics Factory

The weather decided to change the day
we went to the Chiyuan Sohua Plastics
Factory. The wheat harvesting had be-
gun, but the first steady rain for months
here soon changed country roads to mud.
The folk at the plastics factory had rubber
shoes prepared for us, so we went over
their quite large compound with reason-
able ease. We were met by a sturdy middle-
aged woman, who has been the leading
cadre in the factory ever since it was start-
ed in the Leap Forward of 1958, then
with no equipment but one donkey, the
17 workers working by hand. By
1966 however they were turning out

10,000 pairs of plastic soles for
shoes, as well as plastic pipes for
local use. In that year work start-

ed to extend in earnest, more workers
were taken in, and more mechanisation
applied, which gradually built up produc-
tion until now six million yuan a year
worth of products are made. The main
one now is the polyviny chloride that
goes out into industry for making plastics.
Other lines are chemicals such as caustic
soda, hydrochloric acid, bleaching powder,
and so on. Some 700,000 pairs of plastic
soles were turned out last year, 100 tons
of plastic sheeting, as well as the plastic
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pipes of various sizes so popular in the
hilly countryside when a farmer wants to
bring down water from a spring to his
home, or put in some small irrigation
work that needs such. 1 wondered how
the pipes were joined, and it was quickly
demonstrated that by softening both ends
to be connected with a blow torch, and fit-
ting a joining length of smaller pipe be-
tween them, the join becomes completely
tight on cooling. Workers here are practi-
cally all middle-school graduates, and take
a deep interest in all technical processes,
coming together for technical discussion in
‘Chuko Liang meetings’, named after
Chuko Liang, a noted creative mind of
ancient times, famous in the “Three King-
doms’ novel.

In wages, workers get around 40 yuan
a month, and have living quarters on the
plant. Those who are married usually have
their families in the old county city, not
so far away, across the fields.” There is
a problem with the waste water, which
is understood, and is being met. At pre-
sent waste water cannot go into the canal
irrigation system of the communes around.
Raw materials except the salt come from
the county which is not far away. The
provision of a good serviceable shoe sole
lifts a considerable burden from women’s
lives, for in the past they have always
been making cloth soles, which would
wear out speedily. With plastic, two pairs
a year is sufficient. The cost is low enough
for all to meet. To find so sophisticated
a plant with all its overhead pipes of vari-
ous colours, its complicated equipment
so well set out, in a rural county town in
the Tathang Mountain area is certainly a
sign of the times, and too of the way new
Chinese industry is being spread all over
the land, based firmly on the people. The
country girl at a control desk sitting
amongst meters, gauges and what not is
a changed country lass all right. She is no
longer married off at fifteen or sixteen to
become the slave of a demanding mother-
in-law. She has become a creative person,
in her own right, not getting married
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until she is 25, and then to someone she
knows quite well, and likes.

Coal Miners Then and Now

We went out to the foot of the moun-
tains, across downs rich in golden standing
wheat, and looked at two of the coal pits
being operated by the county. There were
the same terrible stories of coal miners’
treatment in the old days when some
landlords operated one of the pits. Long
hours and poor food, a management
which would simply seal off a tunnel
when it flooded and let miners become
entombed. There was low production,
and poor equipment. Now the whole
place gives a relaxed impression. Coal
cither comes up shafts on trolleys or up
an inclined slope that runs down to where
coal faces are.

There are 2,030 workers, and the mine
runs for three shifts a day. By 1957,
it was gaining 130,000 tons of coal a
year, in 1966 230,000 tons, which has
now risen to 438,000 tons. By the end
of this year, a new pit now having been
dug and equipped will be bringing in
another 450,000 tons a year, which will
make the total amount gained near a
million tons. Which is not so bad for a
county project, apart from the national,
state or provincial mines. The additional
coal will be welcome, for now county fac-
tories begin to make more demands than
the old production could meet, and all
industry must move forward together.
Miners’ wages average 60 yuan a month,
old ones getting around go, and lads fresh
from the schools, who work above ground
in machine shops, ete. 30 yuan to start
with. There is a miners” hospital with 72
beds. Amongst miners who have grown
up and worked under old conditions, there
has been. some silicosis, and all found have
been retired on full pay. The disease has
not been discovered amongst workers who
have come in after Liberation. The field
extends over a 14-kilometre-long area,
there being several coal-bearing strata, the
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thickest being well over two metres thick.
Galleries are lined with stone or concrete
so as to make working ecasier, timbers
being reserved for new workmgs near the
actual coal extracting areas. More mecha-
nisation is being worked out wherever
possible, cverythlng havmg to be done on
the self-sufficiency basis as is the case with
all other county and commune industry.
Workers have a blg hall, where cinema
shows and entertainments are held.
There is a school for their children.

A Park of a Factory

Not far from the county coal mines,
still around 8 kilometres from the county
seat, is the county machine building fac-
tory. Here a good many of the machines
the coal mine needs are made, as well as
machines for the communes. They have
a specialty here, the manufacture of shap-
ers for county or commune machine
shops, and in the past two years have
turned out 665 of them. One of the more
common farm tools produced is the straw
crusher and chaff cutter, 8,000 of which
have been made to date. Of the 300 other
machine tools workers have made for
themselves and other county factories are
planers and grinders of excellent up-to-
date types. In 1971 the value of produc-
tion was 2,400,000 yuan. It is expected
that this will rise to be over four million
yuan in this 1972.

Set on a very large area of land, the
compound is more like a park than a
factory at first glance. Some of the big-
gest shops stand out boldly against a back-
ground of the Taihang Mountains, but
most are well separated, and in between
trees. Living quarters are spacious for the
475 workers, all of whom have their
homes in the communes around. Starting
as an iron-working factory in 1958 in
the Great Leap Forward, it gathered to-
gether many blacksmiths, and turned
out simple agricultural tools. Then with
setting up of the communes, it helped to
equip such with their first machines. - The
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change to a machine-building plant came
in 1964, when the biggest OEP the shops
were erected. Most of the old Workers
have stayed on learning to handle new
machines, having now been joined by
many youngsters who have had middle-
school education, both lads and lasses.

Born of Struggle

From this factory we went to the county
fertiliser plant set up in the past two
years, and now turning out 3,000 tons of
ammonia base material a year, In ancient
times, some monks came to this spot and
built a tcmple by a spring that gives the
county its name. A spring that throws
up a considerable volume of water. In
Sung times and perhaps earlier they builta
pagoda there which still stands, though
the temples have now become farm
houses.

Work was started on setting up the
fertiliser factory here in July 1970.
Though the main equipment was provid-
ed by “the province, yet all the installation
and making of parts "had to be done by the
workers of Chiyuan. All local machine
shops helped well, however, and sent in
skilled technicians to assist. Local people
and cadres also came in to help with
building operations. Even though build-
ings had not yet been completed, produc-
tion started in February 1972, at the rate
of 45 tons a day of ammonia bicarbonate,
which now runs to 12,000 tons a year.
Of the 280 workers, 58 are women. Most
are middle-school graduates. The techni-
clan is a local man who was sent out to
work in similar plants and get enough
experience to be able to help here. All are
learning how to make fertiliser, by mak-
ing fertiliser. Water pumped up from
the springs gives the plant a good water
supply, and the waste water goes off into
the canal system, bringing only good to
the land.

Some idea of the early stages this plant
went through, we saw near by where a
phosphate fertiliser plant was being erect-
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ed, and work was under way during the
process. Workers temporarily lived with
the commune farmers around, and pro-
duction was going full steam ahead while
buildings were being erected around the
plant equipment. Workers looked very
happy with the struggle of it all, for here
they had been given a challenge and had
met it triumphantly.

Old Pagoda and Modern Opera

We went over to the old pagoda to
have a look at its construction standing so
sturdily after a thousand years. Both out-
side and all inside faces in each story are
covered with small Buddhas, most in a
good state of preservation. Standing in
the domed room at the base, and looking
up through the round aperture in the top
of the dome, one could see Buddhas right
to the top of the structure lit by the rays
of setting sun striking through the lightin-
lets all the way up. The old men who
designed it must have been quite consider-
able artists in their way.

We attended a performance given by
the local opera group one evening. There
were two selections. One on education, on
a struggle between two grandmothers over
the way the granddaughter should be
taught, and the other a Resistance War
drama of 8th Route Army men and Japa-
nese invaders, a thesis still very much
alive in these regions, where the struggle
went on between the people and aggres-
sion for so many bitter years. The acting
and singing were both excellent.

One morning we set out to look at
some of the brigades of the Chengkwan
Commune, finally getting to one whose
village bordered the mountain slope,
called Peitsun. There was the faint smell
of ripening wheat and harvest in the air,
coupled with the freshness that came after
a day’s rain. The brigade had 640 fami-
lies in it, 3,160 people in all, farming 373
hectares of land, 133 hectares of which
was hill slope. There are 22 production
teams, 20 working on agriculture, one on
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forestry, and one on industry. In the bad
old days, this was a noted poor place. A
good portion of the land was marsh, call-
ed by the people ‘Frog Swamp'. All of
the good land was owned by five rich
peasants. Poor peasants left their fami-
lies to grow a little corn where they
could, while they themselves went off
through the mountains to Yangcheng in
Shansi to do hauling and carrying work
there. The carrying pole then was their
real staff of life. In the famine of the
carly forties, 370 families went away to
Shansi as refugees, while 540 of those
who stayed at home died of starvation.
After the big change came, the land was
divided properly, and the big swamp
drained, a 3o-kilometre-lJong water
course being made to carry off the water.
Not 750 kilo a hectare could be averaged
over wheat areas cultivated in 1949. By
1966, the area had extended, with the total
of over 1,500 kilo a hectare. Then came
six years of concentrated work helped by
more advanced political understanding,
so that the 1971 grain total was 5 tons a
hectare for grain and 840 kilo of cotton.
This period also saw a great increase in
tree planting. Some 30,000 date trees
were grafted on to the hill briar, that
makes such a good stock for them. Also
20,000 walnut trees were planted, 9,000
persimmons, 3,000 apple, as well as some
80,000 timber trees. Planting trees on a
rocky mountain slope is not so easy, as a
hole has to be hewed out of the rock, and
good earth brought in to give the tree a
proper start.

We visited the two food-processing
plants, one of them a flour mill, both
operated by the swift waters of the branch
canal that ran down from the main one
up on the mountain slope.

School and Birth Control

We called at the local seven-year
school. It was the last day of classes be-
fore the wheat harvest holiday. Country
schools in this part of China have three
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harvest, autumn harvest, and then for
general festivities at spring Festival,
the old Lunar New Year. With 24
teachers and 780 pupils it gives a
scven-year course, five in primary and
two in lower middle school. Besides the
usual school subjects, politics and agricul-
tural general knowledge are taught. All
being related to practice. In politics, the
meaning of Tachai, what working class
internationalism connotates, and how Dr
Bethune’s work illustrated it. The lesson
in determination shown in the essay on
the foolish old man at Wangwu Shan,
and what it takes to really serve the peo-
ple, and the words and music of the
Internationale and their meaning for
ordinary people. After we heard about
the school, the children put on a fine
entertainment of dance and song for us.

With brigade leaders, we talked for a
while on the way livelihood was bettering
all the time, how a 250-kilo allowance of
grain a head is now possible, how there
were now 163 sewing machines, 85 bicy-
cles, and 320 rubber tyred carts amongst
the people with each of the 22 work teams
having a horse cart, and the brigade now
owning two new tractors, a four furrow
plow and a new style disc cultivator.
How for some years after Liberation,
around 100 tons of grain a year had to be
bought in to relieve the shortage, but
how now there is a surplus, and all pro-
duction teams have their grain reserves.
We talked a while on how well the brigade
clinic operates, and how well birth con-
trol ideas have spread. In 1965, there
were over 80 births. In 1971, only 47,
while nine old folk died in that year. So
the present increase is relatively small
indeed. All necessary contraceptives are
provided free.

It was a pleasure to see canal laterals
sparkling down the sides of streets here,
and to look at the many trees that have
been planted in village compounds and
beside the commune roads. All of this,
together with the new timber planted in
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the mountain areas, will ensure that better
and brighter homes will be possible to
build in the future. What was the use of
growing timber in the old days, when
Kuomintang soldiers would come, com-
mandeer carts and cut down everything
to cart off to the city and sell or use as
firewood for themselves?

We went out into the country to see
the main trunk canal, the Tsengkan Chu,
of the Chi Shui River project. Halting by
the Hungwei aqueduct that carried a
branch lateral over 840 metres of a river
bed, with its high stone arches built by
12 commune brigades in 5 months, we
went up into the hills and climbed up a
steep sl%pc to the main stream with its
waters surging around the hillside in a
stone-lined canal. To cut off a loop, and
to give a more direct flow, a 200-metre
tunnel is being made under the mountain,
at the time of visit over half having been
done. We stopped at a few of the villages
and met some of the folk who had done
all this work. Able, friendly people they
were, youngsters so light on their feet, so
lithe, yet who have helped to do all this
almost incredible amount of stone work,
succeeding in taking the rivers out of their
valleys and making them run in new
channels high up on the hillsides serving
the once parched and barren lands below.

On the way home in the evening, we
passed two small coal mines, sheaves
busily turning over their pit heads, mines
which were operated by different com-
munes for their own fuel and industry.

The Old Foolish Man’s Mountain

One hot morning we set out to go to
Wangwu Shan, the mountain of Chair-
man Mao’s essay on “The Old Man Who
Removed the Mountains’, and part of the
old liberated areas where the Eighth
Route Army fought the Japanese. Passing
over ranges and through forested valleys,
we got to the headquarters of the Hsin-
yukung (New OIld Foolish Men) Bri-

gade of the Wangwu Commune. This
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commune, because its villages are far
apart on hillsides, has 42 brigades
for its 21,000 people. They have 3,733
hectares of tillable land. For irrigation
they have to use reservoirs, and at the time
of our visit twelve brigades were working
on a fairly big new one called ‘Yushan’
that will hold back 11,000,000 cubic
metres of water. A thousand-metre tunnel
will bring some of its water to the Hsin-
yukung Brigade,

Brigade headquarters here are set in a
wonderfully scenic spot. Under the peak
of Wangwu Shan, there is an old temple
called Yangtai Kung of the Kaiyuan pe-
riod of Tang, which was around the mid-
dle of the 8th century. As stone tablets
say, it was repaired at the beginning of
Yuan and again in the Wanli period of
Ming. Its main hall has three stories. Its
pillars are of stone, with fine engravings
on them, most dragons and phoenixes,
children and lotus flowers, but many with
every day life scenes, like the pilgrim tying
his horse up under a tree, and so on. In
the compound are some ancient cypresses,
and a Soleh tree, one of the three ancient
ones still existing in the county. It still
carried a good deal of its blossom. I wrote
these lines on the place:

Once pilgrims climbed

painfully up the steep North Peak
of Wangwu Shan, 1o seek

the favour of heaven in

their distress; now they combine

to build a reservoir, cut

a thousand-metre-long tunnel
through the mountain base to bring
glittering water to Yushan fields.

For Wangwu Shan

in Chiyuan is the Yushan

of the fabled ‘Old Man

Who Removed the Mountains’
a folk tale so defrly told

in all its connotation, that

it has entered the hearts

and minds of the multi-millions,
is read in school primers,
memorised, recited, sung

all over the land, raising
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determination to do, despite
each and every difficulty.

And today, I looked

from the top balcony

of an ancient tower near by

built in Tang, and still

with much of its glory

of coloured glaze tile,

seeing through cypresses

over a great spread of

rolling country in harvest

colours, while down

in the courtyard below

there came bursting in

a whole school of hill children

so lithe, so alive; and I knowing
that in tune with these and all
the new understanding

they now gain, so will

man’s horizon widen, mists clear
and all surge forward again.

The Yushan Brigade is one of 223
families, 1,056 people in all. It farms
116 hectares of hilltop or hillside land,
irrigated so far by three pond reservoirs
it has built to store rain water. One of
these leaked, so was being given a coat
of concrete over its whole floor space. At
the time of our visit, lads and lasses of a
production team were working hard at it.
In addition to its two crops, one of wheat
and the other of millet, there is an in-
creasing harvest of persimmons, walnuts,
dates and small fruit. The school of child-
ren who came to welcome us was a warm
and lively bunch, as well fed and agile
as hill children always are these days. The
grain allowance per head is 228.5 kilo
a year, They have 11 mules and horses,
166 cattle, and goo sheep and goats, one
big tractor and two small ones. Everyone
takes part in tree planting at the proper
scasons each year, and we went along one
hill ridge which had persimmon, apricot,
oak and date trees all growing well after
the last spring planting. Across the valley
below and coming out of the hillside was
the exit of the water-carrying tunnel of
the new reservoir, and the sound of ex-
plosions there showed that work was go-
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ing ahead fast. On our way back over
the 50 kilometres to the county seat, we
passed through the village of a forestry
brigade, where the foresters had started at
home first, their family compounds being
full of tall trees. The covering of the hills
with green trees makes a wonderful differ-
ence to the countryside. Mostly planted
between 1955 and 1958, the 2,000 hec-
tares is a real picture today.

Coming out of this forested region, we
stopped for a while to see the 648-metre-
long New Yukung aqueduct that is 18
metres high over the lowest part of the
river bed it crosses. ‘The course over the
aqueduct is 5 metres wide, widening to
6.5 metres as it emerges into the stone-
lined canal. The same water from the
Chi Shui River project we have seen al-
ready, 50 kilometres away from here,
but by now with addition of the waters
from the Mang River, down from Yang-
cheng in Shansi. The main canal itself
is 120 kilometres long, laterals going on
from it down to Menghsien County to the
south,

Sewing Machines and Bicycles

The Kangtou Brigade is a cheerful
place out on the flat land to the cast of
Chiyuan town. A total of 1,780 people
here farm 185 hectares of ground. Once,
before the bad early forties, there were
more folk here than now—1i,900 in all.
In one year, 1942, 900 were killed or died
of starvation. A hundred and two fami-
lies were wiped out. Many took to the
roads as refugees. Some came back again;
many never did. Three landlords owned
55 per cent of the good land, but on an
overall average, never more than 1.5 tons
a hectare of grain was gained, even in the
best years. In 1971, the average was 6.3
tons of grain and 825 kilo of cotton. A
feature of this brigade is the many new
homes being built. In people’s homes are
170 sewing machines and 180 bicycles,
and 600 pigs are in the excellently kept
brigade piggery. The seven-year school
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has 430 children in it, with 13 teachers.
The newly mechanised flour mill grinds
15 tons of flour a day. Good experimen-
tal work is being done on wheat seed,
adapting the Hsinhsiang No 1 type to
local conditions. There is a grain allow-
ance per person of 240 kilo a year. Peo-
ple here are pleased with their clinic. The
three brigade members who look after it
first had a two-year course in the county
Public Health school. Now since they
have been in the clinic they go out in
rotation to various training classes either
in the county or else in the prefecture at
Hsinhsiang., 1 asked about births last
year. They said, less than forty, during
which time there were four deaths. Births
in 1965 were well over eighty. But the
brigade leader had forgotten the actual
figure for that stage. So we got back on
to the subject of fertiliser. Forty-five
cubic metres of compost is put out per
hectare, along with 600 kilo of chemical
fertiliser, and 300 kilo of cotton seed cake
taken from the cotton-seed oil press after
the oil has been extracted. The 6% hec-
tares of cotton, of course, neceds more
fertiliser than the grain does. Stamped
earth of old houses makes very good ma-
terial for compost heaps so there is every
encouragement given to members to build
themselves new ones.

Listening to the folk talking here and
looking at them as they came around to
look at me, the first foreign visitor for a
very long time, I could not but think back
over the saga of the revolution, and what
terrific struggles had gone into it espe-
cially here in Chiyuan. Liberated in 1945
from the Japanese rule and the old order,
then suffering a come back by the Kuo-
mintang for two years until 1947, then
on to the early struggles to get mutual aid
teams working, the lower, and then the
higher forms of cooperative, and all that
meant in fighting the class struggle, and
to change old ideas of property and in-
dividualism. The fight to get hills forest-
ed, the coal mines working, wells sunk.
The Great Leap Forward, and the coming



Some of the people who built the aqueduct behind them,

An overhead crane operator in the
county machine shop of Chiyuan.
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A young canal builder.

The New Old Foolish Man aqueduct.

Production of phosphate fertiliser
has started before the factory
building overhead is built




Laterals are taken across a valley

on an aqueduct like what we sec in the picture.



Mother and child in a commune.

A local foundry.




Wangwu  Moun-
tain, where the
legendary Old
Foolish  Man s
said to have lived.




Chou and Han relics unearthed at Chiyuan in store.

A Chiyuan girl working in a local machine shop.




A county coal mine.




g River is made to flow uphill into the main irrigation canal.

Lads who helped to build the canal.
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in of the people’s commune, all of which
entailed such long, patient work by the
cadres who sought to change ideas, the
foundations for county industry being bat-
tled for. Then two years of drought which
brought home the fact that much more
water must be sought for, The work that
already had been completed at Linhsien
further north around the escarpment of
Taihangshan provided a wonderful exam-
ple of what could be done in this, The
movement for socialist education in the
countryside, which first began to bring
the ideas of Chairman Mao closer down
to the people, followed by the storm of
the Cultural Revolution, out of which
came clarity on the two lines and the de-
termination to solve in the spirit of the
Old Man and the Mountains, some of the
major contradictions that stood in the way
of the people’s struggle for more ample
livelihood.

So were the people seized wth the high
adventure of taking hold of rivers and
making them run where needed. The
challenge came to folk already stecled in
much struggle, and by now having the
tools to better fight it with being available,
the most important being the spirit en-
gendered by an application of correct po-
litical theory which so swiftly changed
into the material things necessary. One
victory has led to a new one, one struggle
to the other, like a river in high water
bursting through one obstacle and throw-
ing its increased weight against the next.
One needs to have some background of
the old, some understanding what people
have done, in order to fully appreciate the
present, in this rapidly changing Chinese
countryside, and to have some idea of
what the future can bring. One too must
remember that all of this struggle has been
done at a time when imperialism attack-
ed in Korea, up from India, out from the
occupied province of Taiwan, along the
rivers of northern frontiers, and then for
long years against the three countries of
neighbouring Indochina. Ever too has it
been important for villages to send out
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some of their strength to build national
projects such as highways, railways, major
engineering schemes, to man the People’s
Liberation Army, and the new large scale
industry. So one looks into the face of the
youngsters who stop school to go out and
help with the harvest, the older ones reap-
ing, and the younger ones gleaning, with
the realisation that here one is looking at
the people who will build so much of the
future.

For a pleasant interlude in the county
centre, we paid a visit to the store where
ancient artitacts are kept, after being sent
in to the county by people digging them
up during irrigation or recasting the land
work. Most were funerary pots, the ma-
jority from Han times. Outstanding picces
have been sent to provincial or national
collections, but there is still plenty to
fascinate anyone interested in the fruit of
man’s hands over the centuries. The cir-
cus man with a performing cow. Acro-
bats poised in mid air, dancers and what
you would. There was quite a wealth of
stone-age artifacts, both in pottery and
tools. The pre-historic period must have
indeed been a long one, its legacy being
so rich., There are some models of men
working bellows for the smelting of
metals that came from Han. Then, too,
many of the iron weapons of that period.
‘Some day when we have time, we will
display them properly for the people to
come and sce. We are still too busy with
basic things now to do more than keep
them all safely,” cadres said.

Real Heroes

And there are so many other things that
do take up all the energies people possess.
Three men and three women came in
to talk with me, riding in by bicycle on a
very hot day from various district hilly re-
gions, the oldest all the way from the
Yushan reservoir project which he was
leading.

The assistant county Party secretary
gave us frst a complete run down on
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work in the county on irrigation over the
years. In 1953 after land reform had
been carried through, a survey of all water
resources was carried out, and many wells
sunk, land levelled and much reclaimed on
the plains. The next stage went on to
1958, during which time, work was start-
ed on Mang Ho conservancy, there be-
ing perpetual menace from that river as it
meandered its way over the plains. Re-
servoirs were dug, and the river tapped
for a first irrigation scheme.

In the third stage, that of 1959-64, the
ideas of Liu Shao-chi had to pe contend-
ed with. He said that too much irrigation
had been done and work on it should be
curtailed. A new, survey of Chiyuan show-
ed that there had not been too much, but
much too little. Work on getting all the
Hat land irrigated was carried on with.
But all done was of use only if there were
good summer rains. In a big drought, if
wells dried up, and reservoirs also, there
would still be disaster. So from 1964 on
to 1972, efforts were made to take the
waters that flowed through Thaihang
Shan, and with the resources of the coun-
ty, put them to use in a total irrigation
scheme. Considering the nature of the
mountainous area to be tackled, it was
an ambitious project. The county and
communes put out their financial and
technical strength, the brigades and work
teams did the actual work. Some of the
real heroes that came up from their ranks
now sat talking in simple terms about the
things they had done.

Tall and quiet, Chao Ching-jong is 42
years old. In 1954 he joined the North
China geological survey team as a worker,
learning much from the geologists with
the team until he suffered an accident
which injured his leg, and came home to
recuperate. In 1965 he was fit enough to
get around mountains again, and led
workers finding the right stone for aque-
duct building and canal lining. He later
led in constructing one of the Mang Ho
aqueducts, and is now the local peasant
expert on the strength of rocks and stones,

Rew: Alley

much in demand for consultation at all
work sites,

Then there is Kuo Tsui, who was a
poor peasant living in the marsh lands of
the Tungmatou Brigade. Returning from
Shansi after 1945, having gone there as a
refugee, he got his first chance to work
on irrigation after the second liberation of
the county in 1947. One irrigation job
led to the other, he playing a more and
more important role, as the whole
strength or the people was brought into
play to complete the big Mang-Ching
scheme. Since 1970 he has been leading
the work on the Yushan reservoir.

It was hard to get the men to say
much. It was just that there was a job,
and we helped with it, all said in the most
casual matter-of-fact way. Sung Yu-wei,
a 33-year-old man, is proud ot his little
home and his two children, but his face,
scarred by a blast, shows that he has been
in at least one tight corner. Known
throughout the whole construction job as
a worker hero always in the vanguard,
hacking at cliff faces while suspended by
a rope, using the ‘five feet’ of the worker
doing precarious jobs in carly cliff face
work, hands, feet and bottom holding on
to the little space blasted out, he has the
same look as the old soldier who has been
through many battles.

And Women Heroes

Then there were the women. Wei Yu-
jong is a girl with considerable presence.
Born amongst the hills, she knew from
her earliest times what it meant to not
have enough water around, so was glad to
get the chance to serve the people to bring
in more. But when she got to the work-
site, she found that only the men were
doing the heroic jobs, and all the women
were expected to do was to carry away the
rock. When the men were resting one
midday break, she and three girls wenttoa
tunnel and worked so well at the face that
even the men said it was good. En-
couraged by this, the women asked to be
given a tunnel of their own to work at.
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So they successfully did one 320 metres
long. After that, they were well estab-
lished as tunnel workers and Wei Yu-jong
as their leader.

Hua Lien-tang the ‘cement girl” started
working on a cement kiln i 1966.
Today, the county has a modern horizon-
tal rotary kiln. Then, the old-type vertical
ones had to be used. She changed the
type that had been in use but did not al-
ways give the best results to one shaped
like an inverted trumpet, wide at the top.
It was entirely successtul, producing bet-
ter cement for some of the longest aque-
ducts, as well as for the millions of squares
of cement board with which the laterals
of the Chiyuan irrigation network are
lined. Betore irrigation work started in
the county, local people did not even know
how to cut stone.

They learnt to do so by cutting it, and
building aqueducts. But over in the roll-
ing country on the south of the central
plain, there is no suitable stone, so that
there the long branch aqueducts are made
of the reinforced concrete made from the
cement Hua Lien-fang’s cement works
has produced.

The gelignite girl is Niu Su-ching, who
started making explosives in 1966. No
longer the old gunpowder, explosives now
turned out are much more highly sophis-
ticated than they were. No, in the years
when she and her group have been at
work, there has not been any accident,
and there has never been a shortage of
explosives due to her group not keeping
up with manufacture. At the beginning
of the cliff side work, some explosive was
sent up in bulk, but the paper for wrap-
ping up the plugs got left down below.
The men on the job tore up their clothing
to make the covering necessary. There
would not be that trouble now, she said.
Charges are packed in nylon bags of the
right sizes. It was interesting to hear the
three women talking together in a matter-
offact way in terms and on things that
were so short a time ago right out of the
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peasant women’s ken. They had become
the new professionals.

We went out to see the aqueduct of the
12th Branch Canal in the Chihchung
Commune in the rolling country south of
the central. It takes water at one cubic
metre a second over a reinforced concrete
aqueduct 1,150 metres long, with 104
slender pillars 20 metres high in the mid-
dle portion. The concrete was poured on
the site, taking 308 tons of cement, 52
tons of steel, and 1,600 cubic metres of
sand and gravel.

It will be some years yet before the
work on the whole scheme is finished. It
is the final stages that will need a lot of
work, especially in the rolling country.
Much recasting of the land neceds to be
done, levelling, and so on. Then all the
thousands of small laterals put in es-
pecially over rolling country. The next
two winters, however, should see the back
broken on this task, with the whole sys-
tem fully in running order by 1975.

Factory through Many Troubles

We went out to the Szeli Commune, 10
kilometres from the town, to visit the
commune machine-repair shop there. Set
up in 1954 it has come through many
troubles, at first making but small farm
tools. “Twenty-four bachelors, one ham-
mer and one anvil,” some laughed at them.,
Their material then was scrap iron col-
lected; but with workers helping each
other and the local people helping them
all, they managed. In the Liu Shao-chi
period of 1960-3 especially, it was order-
ed that commune factories should be either
cut out or else reduced in numbers. This
one was to have its by then 147 workers
cut by two thirds. It however managed
to register as a handicraft cooperative, and
thus was able to keep going, though still
doing what it did beE{}rc, providing horse
carts, hand carts, pumps, and all the time
repairing the simple machinery that had
gone out to the brigades and work teams.
Recently it has built a new shop, and will
soon move all of its 19 machine tools in-
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side. Shaper, drill and the lathes were
made in Chiyuan. Work in the wood shop
is mechanised, with circular, band and
buzz saws. I liked the big roomy com-
pound. Workers can be busy at the smelt-
er, then have a spell sitting under the
shade of a persimmon tree beside, where a
thermos bottle of hot water, a tea pot and
cups set out on a table looked inviting.

Such commune factories are a start in
the progressive mechanisation of the land,
and in making a first bridge between agri-
culture and industry. Workers are very
much at home in their own village, and
the older ones can eat in the factory or
at home near by as they wish.

The drastic reduction in the birth rate
that is going on will make mechanisation
more and more essential in the decades to
come when there will not be many hands
around. But anyway, mechanisation is
well on the way.

This became more evident when we
went out to see the machine shop of an-
other commune. It was called ‘Ke Ching’,
meaning ‘take in wells’, the present char-
acter for ‘Ke’ replacing one that meant
to ‘bow down to’ as if in worship. A
commune that runs for 25 /i along the
Taihang Shan foothills, mostly dry and
stony, its 30,000 people divided into 41
brigades, farming the 4,000 hectares of
land that they have seized back from the
stony waste. There used to be many trees
on this stretch, but they were all felled for
the Japanese armies of occupation during
the War of Resistance. Last year 200,000
more were planted, and now every bri-
gade and work team has its tree nursery.

The commune is an unusual one in that
it depends on the waste products of bigger
industry, the turnings, filling, grindings,
and scrap from county industry, for its
raw material. It has putin an iron smelt-
er and is producing at the rate of around
8oo tons a year, so that it is able to sup-
ply other brigades with some pig iron as
well as supply itself with enough for the
agricultural machinery it makes, and the
various kinds of pots and pans commune
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folk use. There is no overlapping in Chi-
yuan. Each commune machine shop is
allocated certain work to do in line with
the general necessity. The Ke Ching
Commune operates a small coal mine and
a number of other small industrial efforts,
though its main preoccupation is with the
land and in finding ways and means to
make poor land produce more. Getting
stone removed and carrying in good earth
is like a battle. Each mou saved a vic-
tory. Now that irrigation is no longer a
problem progress in tuture will be swifter.

It was good to have spent a week
amongst the communes, irrigation projects
and factories of an old county, now be-
come a new one. It is becoming some-
thing more than a rural county, for its
struggles have marked it as a place to
which people not only in China but also
abroad will look to and gain inspiration
from its down-to-earth, revolutionary
struggles.

Portery Kilns of Old

We spent a very pleasant last evening
with our hosts and their children, the old
ones playing with the young ones, and the
local star with the friend who had come
with me from Peking. There was a lot
of good spirit, fun and good technique
too. Then the next morning after early
breakfast, we were off again, going
through industrial Chiaotso this time, on
our way for a stop at the Tangyangyu
Village of the Hsicheng Commune of
Hsiuwu County. A picturesque place with
its houses all the way up a ravine in the
loesscovered hills. In the brigade office,
we saw many specimens of the shards and
pieces from the Sung Dynasty kiln site
we had come to see. There was also a
rubbing from a local stone tablet of Sung
times with some of the history of the
place. There are references to happenings
in AD 1101 and 1104, but it seems that
the heyday of the place was in or around
the AD 1068-77 period. There were 300
of the 1,000 local families engaged on
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making the pottery then. The main kiln
has not been found yet, though there is
a reference on a tablet to it. We saw
several places where there had been kilns
against the loess batter of hills, which had
caved in. Sung shards were everywhere
around. Then we came to two fairly per-
fect specimens high up against the batter
of one loess cliff. Heat had changed the
inside of the kilns to black glass. They
were bottle-shaped, one 2.2 and the other
2.5 metres across the base, both 1.8 metres
at the neck. Both were around 2.2 metres
high, and both had around one metre of
loess over their top.

It seemed that these kilns set out to
make any style of pottery or indeed porce-
lain then in demand. We saw one cup of
fine white material in the brigade office,
which looked like eggshell porcelain, but
had gone a little out of shape during firing.
There was also Ting-type pottery, painted
Tzechow types, ‘Chao Tsai’, a kind of
stone or wood grain impression given by
mixing black or brown colours with
white, blacks and browns, and then even
a shard of brilliant Chun of the Sung
period. Most had been fired in ordinary
saggars.  Some in ring saggars of the
Ting type. There were many wine cups,
wine pots, small figures. and even a salt
or condiment shaker. The local people
are proud of the remains and they are well
preserved. Modern kilns further down the
valley towards Chiaotso still have con-
struction not so very different from the
ones seen at Tangyangyu.

It is wonderful how many old crafts
can be found when they are looked for in
the countryside. Tn Chiyuan, for instance,
there was that of making inkstones from
a certain strata of rock in the Taihang
Mountains. We saw one with an engrav-
ing of the Panku Temple in the Taihane
part of Chiyuan. The temple associated
with the first of the Tangs, Li Yuan, who
was a native of the locality just north of it.

ere was not so much time in Hsin-
hsiang, after coming on a very hot sum-
mer’s day from Chiyuan, seeing the kilns

29

at Hsinwu, and before going on to Cheng-
chow the same evening. But yet we did
get time to go through three of the now
over three hundred factories of the munici-
pality, and catch up a little of what is
happening in industry in what was once
a purely rural centre. The first plant seen
was one that makes towels for export
from the cotton yarn produced in the cot-
ton mills here from local cotton. It has
1,435 workers, 80 per cent of them wo-
men. The plant was once in Shanghai,
but was moved here in 1957, and since
then has added to its plant and ration-
alised its production a great deal.

Where Brocades Are Made

We next visited a silk-weaving factory
where brocades for quilt covers are made.
Started in the Leap Forward period of
1958, its 306 workers took another step
forward in 1966, and greatly raised pro-
duction. There were no well-trained
technicians to depend on, so experienced
and young workers put out their best, and
made the adaptions needed. TIn both of
these two textile factories visited, every-
thing was spick and span, workers in
white caps and aprons, air-cooling operat-
ing. Factory management in the third
factory seen was also excellent. It made
pump assemblies for rural communes and
state farms, factories, etc. in the province.
The shops were more than big, they were
huge, so that the 588 workers had plenty
of light and no crowding. Both pumps
and motors are made, from small sizes up
to big. More construction is going ahead
to house a production line of even bi gger
types. The economy expands and indus-
try has to meet the challenge.

We drove through to Chengchow after
supper, in the late evening. Blue tubes of
light carrying on their anti-nsect pest
work shone as they were fixed to tele-
phone or power transmission line poles
over the countryside, giving a festive
effect. Finally, we crossed the four-kilo-
metre-long Yellow River bridge. and were
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soon back in the welllit streets of mo-
dern Chengcbow ; our Honan tour ended.
I went over what I had written about
Chiyuan and add these lines:

Tumbled cliffs

of Taihang Shan, ever rose

in haughty ramparts, seemingly

against the advance of man; rock

spattered ravines spewed flash floods

each rainy season ripping over

lowland farm and village, destroying

crops, taking lives; but at last

the people rebelled, then out of their

own great strength,

now released dragged rivers

bodily from their courses

emptying them into canals

village heroes had hewn

out of precipices, then with

strong hands tearing stone from

the mountains, building massive

aqueducts that carried waters

from one ridge to another, waters

now placidly listening to the command of
man

as to where they should flow

and how, and it was as if some

gigantic fist had suddenly given

the whole fabric of man and his environment
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a twist that brought it back

to constructive sanity, put it
securely on the road to life, so that
life changed and all over the land
golden harvests stood proudly
filling the air with fragrance, and
the people once denied everything
except the right to live

pitiful, bitter lives with

starvation and cold ever

biting like mad wolves,

now with a whole world of new
freedoms giving meaning to their days;
today farm folk mine coal,

smelt iron, make steel, build

one machine after the other

rocks are ground to make cement
farm girls turn out modern
explosives, use them to drive
tunnels through mountains.

There was an old order

doomed to die; then

there was the revolution

that buried it; now

children of the revolution

look into a future

analyse and create

ever better able to decide, as

two roads open in front of them
which one to take.




Medicine in China Today

Stuart Maddin, MD

Two months ago I was invited to visit
the People’s Republic of China, as an of-
ficial guest of the Chinese Medical Asso-
ciation. In this short report I shall at-
tempt to record some impressions of this
fascinating journey, during which 1 was
privileged to observe medical facilities at
Canton, Peking, Tientsin, Nanking,
Hangchow, Shanghai, Sian and Wuhan,
as well as in the rural areas. I found the
experience most stimulating and interest-
ing.

No attempt to assess the current posi-
tion of medical development in this teem-
ing land can be made without reference
to politics, and especially to the Cultural
Revolution, which commenced in 1966,
and the major shifts in policy which oc-
curred in the following years.

Its effects are far-reaching and are still
being felt at all levels. Imitially, confu-
sion and uncertainty virtually halted pro-
gress on many fronts. Medical schools
closed and only now are beginning to re-
open. The Chinese Medical Association
Journal (the official voice of Chinese
Medicine), ceased publication in 1968,
although it is expected that circulation will
be resumed in the near future. Physicians,
fearful of criticism and wary of offering
opinions of any kind, ceased to meet in
groups or associations. The single author-
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ed medical text-bocks were replaced by
group authorship for the same reason.

On the positive side, however, many
decisions were made which radically al-
tered existing patterns of medical training
and practice.

I intend to discuss these developments
in more detail, but first it must be em-
phasised that, in China, policies concern-
ing medical services are not mnecessarily
made by those trained in medicine. From
the lowliest commune to the most import-
ant teaching hospital, these decisions are
initiated by revolutionary committees re-
presenting a cross-section of workers in
the particular hospital or institution. The
committee will consist of both party and
non-party members, physicians, both those
with Western and traditional training, a
cook or kitchen janitor, and most import-
ant, cadres, who are professional adminis-
trators (something like our civil servants),
who interpret the party line, and are
aware how to translate it into action.
Generally, the cadres are in touch with
higher authorities, and are usually spokes-
men for the revolutionary committees.

The concept of medical policy deci-
sions being made by lay people may seem
strange to us in the West, but doctors’
opinions are sought before final decisions
are made. In any event, as we in the
West know only too well, there is no
guarantee of success, even when decisions
are made exclusively by the medical pro-
fession.
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Let us now have a closer look at what
happened to medical developments during
the Cultural Revolution, beginning with
the more positive aspects. 1 was advised
that the reduction in medical school train-
ing from six to three years, which began
in 1969, was inspired by the severe short-
age of doctors; 1t was made possible by
the marked decrease or complete eradica-
tion of some diseases such as syphilis, go-
norrhea and scabies, etc., whic?‘i has rend-
ered obsolete the further need for the inclu-
sion of these diseases in the medical cur-
ricullum; certain other subjects such as
psychiatry and forensic medicine were
not emphasised. The Chinese, to quote
their own words, have ‘trimmed the fat’
from the medical school curriculum and
generally stream-lined teaching methods
to meet the urgent requirements of such
a vast population. For example, the short-
ened training period only includes elec-
trocardiology in the physiology course,
which is an early feature of the pro-
gramme; the subject is not studied further
at a later stage of intellectual development,
as is the custom in Western medical
schools.

Psychiatry as a specialty is not stressed
in China, officially because the nations’
life-style is not conducive to the various psy-
chosomatic and neurotic complaints which
seem to bedevil so many people in the
West. Theoretically, psychiatry does exist
within the bounds of neuroclogy. Similar-
ly, medical students are not now taught
forensic medicine, because the Chinese
contend that their political philosophy has
abolished, or at least drastically reduced,
the criminal element in society.

Mass immunisation programmes have
reduced effectively many highly infectious
diseases, such as diphtheria, scarlet fever
and whooping cough, to the point where
it is not considered necessary for medical
students to study them. This is a further
example of how the medical teaching pro-
gramme has been curtailed.

The major negative aspect was the
cessation of medical training when the
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medical schools closed during the Cultural
Revolution. It can be estimated however
roughly, that at least 40,000 students did
not graduate, That was a huge loss to a
country already handicapped by severe
shortage of qualified medical personnel.

It should also be pointed out that the
criteria for receiving medical school train-
ing has changed. Prior to the Cultural
Revolution, high school students who
wished to become doctors applied to at-
tend medical school and were accepted
on the usual basis of academic excellence,
aptitude, interest and other pertinent
characteristics.

Today no-one is permitted to attend
medical school without first working for
several years on a commune, in a factory,
or as a soldier in the People’s Liberation
Army.

If a young person demonstrates the ap-
propriate initiative and desire to become
a doctor (maybe after first working as
a ‘barefoot physician” which I shall dis-
cuss in more detail later), that individual
will get the backing of the revolutionary
committee where he or she works, and
will be later interviewed by a medical
school screening committee. There may
be a gap of up to five years between the
time of high school graduation and ac-
ceptance at medical school; during that
time the students will almost certainly
have forgotten at least part of their basic
biological sciences. They will have to go
through a crash refresher course to bring
them back up to standard before embark-
ing on their formal medical training.
This may seem a little clumsy and tend
to disrupt the hitherto orderly flow of
students into medical schools, but it is
done with a definite purpose; the Chi-
nese are wary of creating a class of aca-
demic mandarins or callous medical pro-
fessionals, who would know nothing, and
possibly could not care less, of the every-
day problems faced by ordinary people in
farms and factories throughout the na-
tion.

Medical students are not required to
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take examinations. At the end of their
training period, extended from eight
months to ten months of each year, they
are considered qualified after three years.
The Chinse medical educators say there
is no ‘drop-out’ rate.

Ancther important result of the Cul-
tural Revolution is the dramatic improve-
ment of medical services in the country
arcas. From those in the smallest hospital
to those in the biggest and most im-
portant, approximately 8o per cent of all
Chinese physicians have spent some time
in the rural areas. About 15—20 per cent
of all hospital professional medical staft
are working away from their base hospi-
tal at any one time. This is done
voluntarily, and on a rotation basis.

Say, for example, Dr A is a surgeon at
Shanghai’s famous No. 6 Hospital. He will
go for 8-10 months to a people’s commune
outside the city. There he will carry out
surgical procedures at the rate of two a
day, and will teach his special surgical
skills to the local commune doctors. In
turn, he will learn from them their sim-
plified procedures, and the ways they have
learned to adapt to unsophisticated equip-
ment and surroundings.

When Dr A’s time is up, Dr B (per-
haps an orthopedic surgeon or a gynae-
cologist), will be called upon to replace
him. This system reminds the physicians
that they are there to serve the masses,
and the people are proud and grateful
that specialists from the urban medical
centres look after them and their families.

Many teaching hospitals will adopt a
commune, or part of a district, as an area
of special interest. There is an area in
West China, for example, where there is
a predominance of cancer of the esophagus.
It is a poor area, where the people eat a
lot of a particular kind of rough cereal;
it is thought that this causes the cancer.
The area is of special concern and interest
to the Peking Tumor Hospital. These
kinds of tie-in are in operation all over
China.

It was stressed repeatedly during the
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Cultural Revolution that every effort
should be made to combine traditional
Chinese medicine with modern Western
techniques. The swing back to traditional
medicine is reflected in the new format of
training in medical schools. In the pre-
vious six-year medical training pro-
gramme, only ninety hours of traditional
medical didactic training was given dur-
ing the whole of that time. The 1972
three-year training course provides for a
60-40 split between Western and tradi-
tional medicine.

‘Chinese medicine and pharmacology
are a great treasure house,” said Chairman
Mao Tsetung. ‘Efforts should be made
to raise them to a higher level.” Two areas
where the most effort is being made con-
cern the ancient traditions of herbal me-
dicine and acupuncture.

Let us look first at acupuncture. The
practice of inserting needles into pre-
determined points of the body to alleviate
a wide variety of ills had its origins in
China at least 3,000 years ago. It is
estimated that there are one million acu-
puncturists in China today. But acu-
puncture as a surgical anaesthetic (and
incidentally as a pain killer for complaints
such as arthritis) is a comparatively re-
cent innovation. The first operation in
which it was used (a tonsillectomy) whas
performed in Shanghai in 1958, and it
was not until ten years later during the
Cultural Revolution that it began to grow
rapidly in popularity.

Authorities in Peking informed me
that, by April this year, more than
400,000 operations had been performed
in China under acupuncture anaesthesia,
and it is now used in between 6o - %0
per cent of all operative procedures.

At least one Western physician has
described acupuncture anaesthesia as a ‘re-
volution in anaesthesiology’ and there is
no doubt it has attracted enormous inter-
est throughout the Western world. Cer-
tainly, it has a number of practical advan-
tages. In the case of minor operations,
the patient walks in and walks out, so
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quick is his recovery. There is no post-
operative nausea, as there usually is in the
case of drug-induced anaesthesia. It is
cheaper and in some instances safer, be-
cause there are no inherent operative risks.

Let me explain. When, for example,
a Western surgeon performs a thyroidec-
tomy (to remove part of the thyroid gland
in the neck), there is some danger that,
in doing so, he may injure what is called
the recurrent laryngeal nerve, which
controls the voice box. If that hap-
pens, the patient may suffer par-
tial or complete loss of voice for months,
or sometimes permanently. However, if
the patient is awake, as he will be under
acupuncture anaesthesia and talking to
the anaesthetist throughout the operation,
there is much less chance of that happen-
ing.

[ was fortunate enough to witness open
heart surgery performed in Wuhan, at
No. 2 Hospital, attached to Wuhan
Medical School. The patient, herself a
physician, was suffering from mitral
stenosis, that is narrowing of a heart
valve. She was anaesthetised solely by
acupuncture. A single  stainless-steel
needle was stuck into her forearm, just
below the elbow. The needle was attach-
ed to an electrode, which stimulated the
needle electrically, turning it constantly.
Thirty minutes later, the operation be-
gan. I was so close I could look into the pa-
tient’s eyes, and even from behind glass I
could hear the ‘snap’ as her ribs were cut
away to expose her heart. Yet she was
totally relaxed and talked to the anaesthet-
ist throughout the operation. It was truly a
remarkable demonstration.

An amazing thing about acupuncture
anaesthesia is that nobody is quite sure
how it works. The most objective phy-
siological explanation was given to me by
Dr Chang Hsian-tung, Director of Acu-
puncture Research at Shanghai’s Physio-
logical Institute.

At the risk of over-simplification, this
is what he told me; “The effect of acu-
puncture anaesthesia is conducted through
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the peripheral nerves into the central
nervous system. Impulses from the point
of needling, and impulses from the point
of pain are conducted into the central
nervous system by different neurological
pathways. When the two sets of impulses
meet in the central nervous system, those
from the point of acupuncture may inhibit
the impulses from the site of the pain,
thus effectively blocking them. This is
known as the “Gate Theory™.

It is this writer’s opinion that high
priority should be given to determine the
physiological mechanism of acupuncture
anacsthesia. Lack of understanding would
not necessarily preclude it from being used
in the West, but there can be little doubt
that knowing how it works would greatly
accelerate its acceptability. It would be a
tremendous contribution to world medical
knowledge.

Much the same sort of mystery sur-
rounds herbal medicine, which pre-dates
even acupuncture in China by some 3,000
years. Herbal medicine, as I have already
mentioned, was officially discouraged
prior to 1949. DBut after Liberation,
Chairman Mao let it be known that her-
bal medicine should once again play an
important part in the welfare of the Chi-
nese people. Today there are about fifty
research establishments in China conduct-
ing research into traditional drugs, and
looking for new and better remedies.

Although some specific answers are
being sought to explain the curative pro-

rties of certain plant substances, most
of those which have survived the test of
centuries are not under active investiga-
tion.

‘With the present state of our know-
ledge, herbs are used on an empirical basis,
with no attempt to explain their specific
actions within the body in terms referable
to Western medicine,” I was told repeated-
ly by traditional physicians,

Once again, I bcrieve there should be
a determined effort to isolate the active in-
gredients of specific herbs. The Chinese
could be sitting on a wealth of informa-
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tion of inestimable therapeutic value.

At the open heart operation I watched
in Wuhan, surgeons were using sponges
soaked in a special combination of herbal
extracts—instead of clamps to control
bleeding. Afterwards I did my best to
find out the actual herbal factor responsi-
ble for this dramatic control of hemor-
rhage. Nobody could tell me.

At the Institute for Research in Tradi-
tional Drugs in Tientsin, employing 173
people, more than a hundred different
drugs are being assayed currently to de-
termine any possible anticancer effect.
Although I did not detect any great opti-
mism among researchers that I spoke to
on this subject, it should not be construed
that the Chinese are chasing rainbows in
this ficld. A herb grown on the outskirts
of Pcking, for example, is reputed to be
highly effective in the treatment of liver
damage as a result of hepatitis. In the
southern province of Kwangtung, another
herb has been reported effective in the
treatment of hypertension.

In hospitals throughout the country,
traditional herbal medicine is combined
with Western style treatment, and doctors
I spoke to insisted that this combination is
far superior to using Western treatment
alone,

Every district health centre, every hos-
pital, every commune, has its own: herbal
garden. This ensures a constant supply
of herbs for medication, serves as a de-
monstration area for students and city
dwellers, and provides a source of seeds,
which workers who live on the communes
can sow in their personal garden plots.

Let us look at life on a commune, parti-
cularly in regard to public health, in a
little more detail. We have already seen
how physicians from hospitals all over
China are now spending part of each year
in the countryside as part of Chairman
Mao’s call to shift the emphasis on medi-
cal services from the cities to rural areas.
Consider the work of that small army
of dedicated people who are working in
the front line of China’s continuing strug-
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gle to improve health and hygiene for the

masses. 1 refer, of course, to the ‘bare-
foot physicians’.

Barefoot physicians according to the
official Chinese definition are ‘Peasants
trained to give medical treatment locally,
without leaving their farm work.” They
first made an appearance in rice-growing
Eastern China and were little more than
enthusiastic amateurs, who used to go
barefoot to care for patients in the fields.
During the Cultural Revolution, barefoot
physicians received official recognition,
and programmes were initiated to give
them a degree of formal medical training.
Nobody can even estimate how many of
them are currently at work throughout
the country, but I was advised on several
occasions that the ideal barefoot physician
to patient ratio would be 1 to 750 or
1,000 people. There is no doubt in my
mind that they are doing an extremely
valuable job in a country whose popula-
tion exceeds 700 million.

As well as treating minor complaints
from coughs and colds to paddy field
dermatitis (caused during rice planting
by a parasite in the water) and doing phy-
sical check-ups on children, barefoot phy-
sicians are responsible for a wide variety
of preventative health and community
hygiene programmes. These can range
from giving dietary advice to mothers; to
anti-mosquito and anti-fly campaigns; to
environmental sanitation problems; dis-
semination of birth control devices and
tablets, and assisting in the anti-leprosy
measures.

Nobody, least of all the Chinese, is sug-
gesting that the barefooted physicians
can even approach the standard of learn-
ing and expertise acquired by fully trained
Chinese physicians, but, for millions of
people particularly in remote areas, they
provide what may be the only medical
service available, and there is no doubt that
they take a considerable load off the
shoulders of the nation’s fully qualified
doctors.  All the barefoot physicians I
spoke to agreed that only 10-15 per
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cent of their patients had to be referred
to the commune hospital. All the rest
they were capable of treating.

Each worker in a commune pays about
14 cents (US) each month to belong to
a cooperative medical association, organis-
ed within each production brigade. Each
brigade has its own health station and
pharmacy, which is stocked with Western
style and traditional drugs, paid for by
the medical cooperative. The cooperative
also equips its barefoot physicians with a
doctor’s bag which contains essential but
unsophisticated equipment such as a
thermometer, syringes and so on, plus as
many as forty different kinds of drugs,
both Western style and traditional.

Salary for medical personnel prior to
the Cultural Revolution ranged from
US$25 per month for newly graduated
physicians to approximately $200 per
month for experienced doctors; these

Stuart Maddin, MD

scales have remained unchanged.
Doctors in China are expected to play
an active role in helping to protect the
environment. For example, they persuade
patients not to pollute streams and rivers
by explaining the resulting health hazards
to them and their families. Great im-
provements have taken place in regard to
the maintenance of good health, the pre-
vention of illness and the eradication of
disease in China during the past few
years. I travelled extensively throughout
the country in 1965, and the changes
which I witnessed on this occasion were
most impressive. Further communication
between the medical profession in the
West and their Chinese colleagues must
be encouraged; increasing dialogue be-
tween such different but complementary
cultures will reap a harvest of great under-
standing. All Mankind will be the bene-

ficiary . . ..




letter from san francisco

Home-coming After 9 Years in China

Visiting the United States after g years does
not make for an instant expert. After a total
of almost 15 years in China since 1949, how-
ever, 1 find myself equipped with a pair of
glasses few Americans can wear.

From the east coast I left New York and lei-
surely crossed the country, stopping in the mid-
west and south-west before arriving in Califor-
nia on the eve of the presidential election. Vir-
tually the same size, both the United States and
China have similar climate zones and vast ex-
panses of territory (despite popular conceptions
of China as a land where every inch teems with
people, ome can travel there across sparsely
populated plains and over mountainous arcas).

Observations and conversations with people
where I have been and while travelling by plane
and bus point to a widescale apathy to public
affairs. People are quick to point out the lack
of American-style elections in China though few
are aware that China down through the cen-
turies never expcrienced the ‘democratic pro-
cess’. All this notwithstanding, there is a big
contrast between the disenchantment with poli-
tics in America today and how the public in
China considers itself now involved in politics.

The way so many Americans spend their
time and energy on personal matters is a far
cry from China. The Chinese have no s5-day
week or long weekends but they feel that their
time and energy are being devoted to building
a new country and society, In general and
among the youth especially people believe the
important thing is not personal advancement
but rather fitting into society as a useful and
productive person.

The Kennedy-Nixon election, the last T wit-
nessed, was close. Like campaigns I had
known before it was visibly on the public mind.
The 1972 clection is notable for a lackluster-
ness approaching disinterest. It is taken as cer-
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tain that Nixon will be re-clected, and already
political pundits are talking about Agnew vs.
Edward Kennedy in 1976.

George McGovern has his devotees and while
the liberals talk about how their man’s defeat
will bring on four years of more whittling away
at civil liberties and heightened repression, one
is hard put to find real signs of a fired up elec-
torate. There is a noticeable lack of the fierce
partisanship that I had once known every four
years. There is even a dearth of window posters
and auto bumper stickers for either candidate.

Among those I've encountered on my journey
across America are any number who supported
Johnson and are now supporting McGovern.
There is a tendency to accuse Peking of favour-
ing Nixon and helping him by inviting him to
China earlier this year. Some wonder why the
Chinese could not wait until after the election
for a presidential invitation.

That China’s leaders may not be especially
concerned about who is the US president does
not seem to occur to those who had scarcely
heard of McGovern when ping pong broke out
in 1971,

Peking has long been on record for nego-
tiating with the United States. Four months
before the People’s Republic was set up in Octo-
ber 1949, Mao Tsctung said: ‘We are willing
to discuss with any foreign government the
establishment of diplomatic relations on the
basis of the principles of equality, mutual bene-
fit and mutual respect for territorial integrity
and sovereignty . . . The Chinese people wish to
have friendly co-operation with the people of all
countries and to resume and expand internation-
al trade in order to develop production and pro-
mote economic prosperity.’

This stand was reiterated over the years. In
1960 Chou En-ai repeated it in an interview
with the late Edgar Snow in Peking.
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It would seem that when the time came for
Washington to change its outdated more than
20-year policy of burying its head in the sand
the Chinese, steadfast in the belief that the chief
executive of a capitalist country represents the
interests of the class in power, were not going
to quibble over who was living in the White
House when it came to holding negotiations.

Whatever the effects of the Nixon China trip,
it is highly doubtful it will mean the difference
between clecting Nixon or his rival. Defeat for
an incumbent has seldom happened in this
country. Added to this in 1972 is the gencral
mood that there really isn’t much to get ex-
cited about in choosing between the two.

Perhaps the single thing that strikes me here
after many years in China is the general com-
placency when corruption in high places is
exposed. Twenty years ago the gift of a $500
deep-freeze or a vicuna coat involving the
White House was cnough to bring on a
major scandal. Now the public is numbed by
the passing out of millions in campaign gifts
for favoured government treatment to the tune
of hundreds of millions of dollars.

The Democrats have hammered away at
the administration’s misdeeds, pointing to the
International Telephone & Telegraph Corp.
offer to contribute $400,000 toward the cost
of holding the Republican Party’s convention
in San Diego. It falls on deaf ears as do the
revelations of the bugging of the Democratic
Party’s national campaign headquarters, the
grain dealers who made a killing out of ad-
vance knowledge the Soviet Union was going
to buy 400 million bushels of American wheat
at $1.65 a bushel and went out and bought up
wheat at just over $1.32 a bushel, and the ca-
tering to big corporations and special interests
in Washington.

Many Americans, of course, are concerned
by all this. In general, however, the corruption
issue has been lost in a quagmire of frustration
and cynicism. Coming from China where
varied forms of big and small corruption were
an intrinsic part of a system handed down
from antiquity and which are now regarded
as buried in the past, I find it difficult to
understand the awesome indifference to the
subject in this country much as T may be aware
of the old American belief: “Well, that’s politics!’

There is obviously more to the US scene even
from the limited vantage point of two months’
wandering across this vast nation than the
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subdued 1972 election and the shrugging aside
of the administration’s helping hand to big
business and vice versa. The physical changes
in the cities, the tall modern skyscrapers that
have gone up in New York and in quake-
prone San Francisco and in cities like Kansas
City and Albuqurque, cannot fail to impress.
The tremendous industrial and agricultural
production spilling out over the country, the
wealth created by the millions who work in
it, is to be found everywhere.

While apathy and frustration in politics stand
out, there are various channels for those not so
affected—local issues in the coming elections,
community work and projects, ecology, better
health care for tens of millions sorely in need
of it. Sports definitely attract more interest
than the election, but Henry Kissinger’s recent
peregrinations and the fact that the war in
Vietnam is coming to an end has put Vietnam
back before the public which wants an end to
this disatrous phase in US history.

Trying to typify the mood and outlook of
America one must take into account the heavy
indifference to what does not personally affect
people.  While millions cannot be classified
in this way, the average citizen is, to put it
in onc of the phrases I've become acquainted
with, tuned out and turned off to what does
not apply to his or her own immediate life.

My short visit leaves me with this not so
unheard of belief. Speaking about his con-
gregation, a minister in a town about 30 miles
trom San Francisco says: ‘The war, poverty, the
despised, they mean nothing to them unless
they touch them personally. Their attitude is,
if i’s going to affect me, then I'm terribly
concerned about it. Otherwise, I'll stay in my
shell.” A young activist at Columbia Univer-
sity in New York said in September: ‘The
campuses are quiet. How many times can you
let out your rage and see nothing really change!”

An important part of China’s often misinter-
preted Cultural Revolution was expressed in the
dictum ‘fight self,” not putting personal interests
above public, Warm and spontaneous as
Americans are in casual meetings with strangers,
there is a basic selfishness running through so-
ciety. People are consumed by the need to do
onc’s own thing, including among those who
have turned their backs on the establishment.
Acquisitiveness is to be found everywhere (there
are far more things to possess than when I
last was in the country), the youth are alienated
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and despite an observable increase in kinds of
jobs open to blacks the majority have given up
on the system.

People I meet and those I talk to in passing
are friendly. Many are amazed and interested
to hear I've been in China for a number of
years, a big change from less than two years
ago when the China image presented to the
public was far different. Americans accuse the
Chinese of switching public opinion overnight,
yet they fail to sec how much and how quick-
ly it has been reversed here,

At my first stop in the country, at New
York’s Kennedy airport, a customs inspector
noted that I had come from Peking. When I
told her how long I had been there, the res-
ponse was: ‘Isn’t that nicel

Nations and peoples have their various pat-
terns. The Chinese have long had a great love
for nature—sky, water, flowers, birds, fish,
horses. Dogs have never been particular fa-
vourites and the fact that they are not to be
found in the cities often is astonishing to some
visitors from abroad.

The increase in America’s canine population
is bewildering, In cities two or three can be
seen fouling the streets as their masters take
them out for their airing. Ostensibly a protec-
tion against houscbreakers and muggers, one
beast, one would think, is sufficient,

I have been told that dogs in some cases,
particularly among younger adults who are
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disenchanted with society, are a substitute for
children. At least to me, the TV advertisements
by competing brands of canned dog food (one
brand boasts that its all beef concoction has no
cereal) in a country where millions live below
the poverty level are incredible. Like drugs,
dog food (cats have their own brands of fish
and liver in cans) is a big business. It almost
seems that as human relationships become
downgraded more people are secking loyalty
and companionship from the animal world.
Much of what I've observed has been com-
mented on by others. Having lived in China
for some time it is natural to look upon some
of what I see in America in terms of where I
have just come from. Material things, people’s
mobility, comforts, the easy life are some of
what is far casicr to come by in America than
in China. For the Chinese, hard work is con-
sidered a virtue, a necessity in building for
the future, and their socicty as a whole has a
cohesion that is in sharp contrast with the
fragmentation taking place in the United States.
Both countries have their strong and weak
points as well as a tremendous difference in
how their people look at themselves and the
world, An eye to the future and a purposeful-
ness fills the atmosphere in China which is ad-
vancing out of the economic backwardness of
the past. Rich as America is, there is a general
aimlessness and alienation of people that makes
up the prevailing picture of this affluent nation.

Julian Schuman




The DPR of Korea Today

W. Rosenberg

Introduction

I recently had the good fortune of
being able to study the economy of the
northern part of Korea—the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea, during a visit.

The impression which such a visit
makes on you is that of an overwhelming
economic success. The city of Pyongyang
has risen from the ashes, into which
American air raids had changed it, into
one of the most beautiful cities of the
world. I would like to compare it to
Canberra in Australia with its imposing
public buildings, its beautiful rows and
rows of apartment houses, its wide, tree-
shaded boulevards, its magnificent parks
and river embankments. One has to be
told that only 18 years ago this city was
a heap of charred rubble as a result of
the American strategy of war against
civilians. And what applies to Pyongyang
applies to most of the other cities of
northern Korea of which I have scen only
one, Hamhung. The villages too are
largely reconstructed and modern houses
have been erected instead of the old straw-
thatched shacks in which Korean pea-
sants lived.

The people in the streets are without
exception well dressed and look fit and
healthy, food is plentiful and education
is an industry which will have produced
one million experts and specialists by

_ W. Rosenberg, Reader in Economics at Univer-
sity of Canterbury, Christchurch, New Zealand,
visited North Korea last summer.
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1976 in a working population of perhaps
little more than 5 million people in 1972.
At present something like a quarter of
the 14 million people in the DPR of
Korea go to school or University and
other tertiary institutions. Korea, a coun-
try which only the day before yesterday
was a Japanese colony, under-developed
with as low a standard of living as any
beggar nation in the world, which only
yesterday was a heap of rubble conscious-
ly planned by American air strategy, to-
day is a country where motor traffic has all
but entirely displaced animal-drawn traf-
fic, where modern living conditions have
displaced the ages old customary way of
life of a starving peasantry, where literacy
of a high order has replaced ignorance,
superstition, technological backwardness
and illiteracy.

All this has been achieved without
incurring foreign debt, without ‘foreign
investment’, without the country losing
its independence to older industrial na-
tions. All the consequences of industriali-
sation, huge slums surrounding the glit-
tering interior of ever-growing capital
cities, the racketeering, prostitution and
luxury of the profit-makers in the cities,
the inflaton which undermines the
livelihood of workers and fixed income
recipients alike, the sporadic and growing
unemployment largely the result of the
bankruptcy of the peasantry who are
driven 1nto town, the indebtedness of pea-
sants and townsfolk alike—all these con-
sequences have been avoided.
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With a steady increase in industrial
production of 12.8 per cent for the last
10 years the DPR of Korea has the right
to be called the world’s No. 1 economic
miracle.

The Growth of the Northern Korean
Economy

Here are a few figures to illustrate the
prodigious progress which has been made
in that small country today of only about
14 million inhabitants.

The first table shows the rapid indust-
rialisation of the country:

Table 1

Value of Industrial and Agricultural
Production in the DPR of Korea
°/, of National Income

Agriculture Industry
1956 75 23
1969 35 65

This complete reversal of the position
of agriculture and industry in 14 short
years (the years 1953 to 1956 were years
of post-war reconstruction) was not
brought about by neglect of agriculture
as can be seen from Table 2:

Table 2

Development of Agriculture in the
DPR of Korea

Total Produc- Index of
tion of Grains Agricultural
in million tons Output

1956 2.6 100
1960 3.8 140
1970 5.0 196%

1976 (plan) 7-7.5

Thus, in a period during which the
population of Korea increased by only
about 40 per cent, grain output alone
increased by 96 per cent. Compared to
1946, agricultural production increased
by 213 per cent—whereas population
increased by probably less than 50 per
cent. So much for the prophets of doom
who think that population must always
outstrip the increase in the means of sub-
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sistence.

The basis of the tremendous agricul-
tural development in the DPR of Korea
was, of course, first and foremost the
change in the social system—from private
dispersed agricultural plots, landlordism
and debt slavery to co-operation by pea-
sants for their own advancement,

Here the destruction brought about by
the policy of war against the civilian po-
pulation on the part of the Americans in
the Korean war turned into a benefit.
Table 3 below shows how collective
farming accelerated after 1953. It must
be remembered that land reform was
carried out very thoroughly in the DPR
of Korea from 1946 onwards, giving pro-
pertyless peasants their own land. Such
a policy of giving peasants the land of
their former oppressors, landlords and
colonial property owners, carries the risk
with it of creating an individualistic pea-
santry which, as it grows better to do,
tends to hold back the development of
socialism. Thus co-operation prior to the
three years of American total war against
cities and agriculture in the north of
Korea proceded very slowly. The total
destruction of farm houses, implements,
irrigation works and so on wrought by
the American airforce, however, forced
peasants to co-operate when the Ameri-
cans finally had been stopped by 1953.
Table 3 describes this development:

Table 3

Growth of Collective Farming in the
DPR of Korea 1954 to 1958

° of farms in Scale of co-ops
co-ops expressed in
average number

of households

per CO-QP
1954 31.8 33
1956 50.0 55
1957 8o.0 63
1958 100.0 273

* 1970 figure is author’s estimate based oa the in-

crease of grain production only—it is probably
an under-estimate since side-line production
has increased enormously.
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It can be seen that by 1958 the entire
peasant population had voluntarily joined
co-operative farms. The size of these
farms (with about 5 persons per house-
hold) grew. By now there are many co-
ops with 600 households and the average
size has correspondingly risen.

The policy of agricultural development
which could be carried out once all pea-
sants had joined co-operatives was based
on the policy of the Premier and leader
of the DPR of Korea, Kim Il Sung, de-
fined in ‘Theses on the Rural Question
in Our Country’.! Progress, according to
this policy, depends on five ‘revolutions’:
the technical, cultural, ideological, mana-
gerial and ownership revolutions.

The technical revolution is based on
irrigation, mechanisation, electrification
and chemicalisation.

Irrigation was completed by 1970. By
1969, 1,234 reservoirs had been built,
11,200 pumping stations both pumped
water up from rivers onto high-level land
and drained the land after irrigation and
39,700 kilometres of irrigation channels
had been built. It is on this basis that
high and rising yields of rice are now
ensured irrespective of the variations of
weather.

Mechanisation is still far from com-
plete.  But substantial progress is being
made. The number of tractors per 100
hectares has been raised from o.141n 1958
to 1.46 in 196g. The plan for 6.9 tract-
ors per 100 hectares in 1976 appears
somewhat ambitious, but miracles are the
order of the day in the DPR of Korca
so one should not under-estimate the pos-
sibility of the target being reached. But
even a figure of 3-4 tractors per 100
hectares of the 1,800,000 hectares of
cultivable land in the DPR of Korea
would be a most creditable achievement.
Smaller agricultural implements are being
produced in farm factories, and the ma-
chine tool and implement industry of the
country is making giant strides, to pro-
vide the countryside with implements
other than tractors.

W. Rosenberg

Electrification has reached a very high
level. By 1972 all rural houses in the
DPR had electric light and a number
of agricultural processes such as threshing
were performed by electricity in many
cases.

Chemicalisation includes the produc-
tion of chemical fertilisers. Table 4
shows the growth of this important in-
dustry:

Table 4

Growth of Chemical Fertiliser
Production in DPR of Korea
million tons

1960 0.7
1970 1.5
1976 (plan) 2.8

It is very likely that the plan will, if
anything, be exceeded. 1 visited a chem-
ical fertiliser factory in Hamhung, one of
most modern equipment and substantial
size, and was informed that this plant
alone was already producing at the rate
of 1.5 million tons per year.

The chemical industry of the DPR
of Korea also produces insecticides and
weedicides in growing quantities to sup-
port the programme of chemicalisation.

Similar to China, Kim Il Sung insists
that no increase in output is possible
without ‘politics in command’. Thus co-
operatives, like all other organisations in
the DPR, are led by committees of the
Korean  Workers”  Party, although
managed by directors who are more or
less in sole command. The Party sees to
it that ideological education is always to
the fore and that plans, as they are passed
down by higher authority, are fulfilled
and overfulfilled.*

Agricultural planning is done by the

1 The Selected Works of Kim II Sung have been

published in Pyongyang in 4 volumes and
contain all of the important programmatic and
theoretical statements of the Korean leader.

*  Korean Workers’ Party with its over 1.6 million
members, or more than 1/4 of the working
population, is the blood stream which is pump-
ed by the heart of the DPR, which at the
present time is its Prime Minister Kim Il Sung.
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centre after consultation with ‘County
Committees for Agricultural Management’
who have experts in close touch with co-op
farms in their counties to elaborate plans.

The cultural revolution in the country-
side is closely connected with the techni-
cal revolution. There is now universal
education right throughout the republic
and the means of mechanisation of agri-
culture, larger machines and tractors and
capital works, like irrigation, require
more and more technicians. These tech-
nicians are part of the state anararus
rather than of the co-ops themselves, but
they are largely recruited from young
members of co-operatives. Thus young
engineers, agronomists, technicians are
becoming ever more numerous and farm-
ing accordingly is becoming more and
more scientific.  One has to be careful,
however, not to confuse the Korean term
‘cultural revolution’ with the Chinese
Cultural Revolution. What Kim 11 Sung
means by cultural revolution is the train-
ing of educated people in large numbers
and the liquidation of the former
ignorance of the typical peasants. He is
convinced that no technical revolution is
possible without this type of cultural revo-
lution,

The managerial revolution is closely
connected with the ownership revolution
planned for the development of agricul-
ture. Farm management which in the
past was a matter of age-old tradition and
more or less a hit-and-miss affair, is to
be assimilated to industrial management.
Close planning and optimisation policies
are to be introduced. Managerial courses
at universities and special institutions are
outstandingly good, always combining
theory with practice.

At a very important high school for
managing personnel I was given an ex-
ample of the way how this training is
carried out, The question was: How to
deal with the removal of standing water
in a district. The student, using an elec-
tric switchboard with about 100 or more
answers had to project the right approach
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on a black-board. Points of procedure
may, for instance, be: Study conditions,
prepare political arousal of masses, dis-
cuss techniques to be used by the masses,
work out a detailed plan, get statistical
data and enumerate which are required
etc.

The enumeration of all these steps
is undertaken in constant discussion with
the class and goes down to very fine de-
tail. Finally a chart is prepared, contain-
ing perhaps a hundred steps. The teacher
then summarises the work done by stu-
dents. The next thing is that students
are sent to co-op farms to study real cases
and to see how their theory and practice
accord. After that there is another sum-
mary of experience and adjustment of
theoretical schema.

But more important even than the
training now given to managers is the set-
ting up of a scheme of management
which makes available, through county
committees of agricultural management,
management, technical and other con-
sultants to every co-op farm. Together
with the growing importance of govern-
ment-owned machine and tractor stations
and of government run irrigation and
other capital construction projects (in-
cluding state housing for farmers), the
State is taking an ever growing role in
the management of farms. The objective
is to change in the end co-op ownership
and management of farms into state
ownership and management. Thus does
Kim Il Sung hope to avoid the sliding
back of the rural economy into some kind
of antagonistic privately oriented—even
if still collectively owned—sphere of the
economy.

From the above it is clear that the basis
of agricultural development, after the
ownership revolution had been completed
in 1958, was industrialisation of the
country so as to provide agriculture with
the implements for mechanisation, ban
the spectre of food shortages for ever and
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create a reliable basis in the country for
the growth of light industries.

The pace of industrialisation has been
astounding:

Table 5

Growth of Qutput of Industry
in DPR of Korea

1946 =100 1956 =100
1946 100
1949 337
1953 216
1956 615 100
1960 2,140 348
1971 7,002 1,148

While this growth appears almost un-
believable, absolute figures which have
been published for 1969 and plans for
1976 bear out the fact that the DPR
of Korea has achieved in the short span
of 15 years the standing of an advanced
industrial nation:

Table 6

Some Indicators of DPR of Korea
Industrial Development

1970 1976 (planned)

Steel

(m. tons) 2.2 3.8—4.0
Cement

(m. tons) 4.0 7.5—8.0
Coal 27.5 50
Electricity 16,000 mkwh 28-30,000 mkwh
Machine

Tools

(units) 30,000
Tractors n.a. 21,000

The above are only some indicators
of technical development; it would be te-
dious to extend the list. But from inspec-
tion as well as from the figures it is clear
that Korea, in the field of heavy industry,
has achieved a position of great strength.

The growing wealth of the country,
expressed in its more secure food basis
and its rapidly rising output, is returned
to the people in four ways:

(1) The peasantry has been relieved
of all taxes, and it is receiving heavily
subsidised prices for rice and other grain,
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they also receive free housing and other
capital development. (2) The town pop-
ulation has been housed, fed and dressed.
The house-building programme for the
current 6-year plan provides for over
150,000 new dwelling units a year, a
truly enormous effort in a population of
14 million, even if that population rises
every year by over 3 per cent.* Food in
the shape of rice is heavily subsidised.
(3) An ever expanding education and
health service is given free to the entire
population. (4) An effort is being made
to increase the output of light consumer
goods with special reference to lightening
the burden of women’s work in the
home.

While industrialisation was first largely
financed by agricultural taxes, the State
has been able, as agricultural output sold
to the State increased, to reduce this tax
until finally it was wiped out altogether.

Table 7
Agricultural Taxation in the DPR
of Korea
%, of crop harvested
1946/1953 25

1953 20.1
1959 8.4
1966 abolished

Peasants are being paid o0.60 won per
kg of rice, but the retail price is only 0.08
won per kg of rice. In other words the
price of rice for the townsman is almost
nothing (average town wage about 80
won with variation up to 250 won per
month).

In 1964 still 40 per cent of rural
capital projects were financed by the co-
ops themselves. From 1965 onwards the
State undertook 100 per cent of the fin-
ance.

In the field of education, compulsory
primary education was introduced in
1956, compulsory secondary education

2 Because of the great war losses which first had
to be made up there is as yet no birth con-
trol propaganda in Korea, although—to save
women for the labour force—marriage before
25 years of age is being discouraged.
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—leading to a 7-year universal schooling
—was introduced in 1958. Universal g-
year general and technical education was
completed in 1970. By 1976 universal
10-year education is planned. If it is
borne in mind that all working mothers
can send their children free of charge to
creches and kindergartens and that in
these kindergartens children are taught
to read and write so that they start at
school with most of this basic knowledge
already present, it can be seen that the
DPR of Korea provides its people with
the equivalent of a universal 11-year and
soon 12-year education.

On top of this very high level of school
education is a system of tertiary institu-
tions which numbers more than 130
universities and other higher schools of
learning. There are over 200,000 stu-
dents at these institutions. Every fourth
Korean attends an educational institution.
When one wanders through the streets of
Pyongyang one is much aware of this
education tidal wave. For a quarter of the
population seems to be walking through
the streets a book open before them and
studying while walking while another
quarter seems to sit in parks and on em-
bankments studying. The Kim Il Sung
University in Pyongyang has to be seen
to be believed. At present it accommod-
ates about 10,000 internal students and
teaches about 5,000 external ones. By
1976 it is expected to serve 17,000 in-
ternal students. The floor area by that
time will have doubled to 300,000 cubic
metres.

All this education 1s free and even text-
books and the ubiquitous school uniform
are either free or heavily subsidised.

I have been told that the cost of educa-
tion for one Korean from the cradle to
the degree (it takes five years to get the
title of ‘specialist’) is 10,000 won—
more than ten times the average yearly
earnings of a Korean worker. But by
1976 the DPR expects to have 1 million
specialists in its work force which by

then may be perhaps 5.5-6.0 million.
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The health system is also free and uni-
versal.

There are about 11 hospitals beds per
1,000 population in Pyongyang city.
There are 11 medical schools in the
country turning out doctors, about 60
per cent of whom are women. Section
doctors are provided for the population
on the basis of 1 for 700 persons, that is
about 120 households. The section doc-
tor is supposed to visit every household at
least once every ten days. In the Pyong-
yang South Province with a population of
about 2.3 million, there are 5,000 doctors
of whom about 3,500 are section doctors.

Hospital and specialist services are of
a high standard and prescriptions are free.

Until now the provision of general con-
sumer goods for both country and town
has been somewhat poor, both in quantity
and in quality. Some headway is to be
made in this field during the six-year
plan which is to be completed by 1976.
By that time 127,000 rerigerators,
110,000 washing machines and 100,000
TV sets are to be produced every year.
This programme coincides with the ob-
jective of the six-year plan to lighten the
burden of women. There is also to be a
substantial increase in the output of shoes
and materials. The total quantity of fab-
rics to be produced will increase from
the 400 million metres of 1970 to 500-
6oo million metres and it is planned to
produce million pairs of shoes for the
population of perhaps 16 million by then.
Of these shoes about 10 million pairs will
be leather shoes.

Living Standards

I now come to the tricky question of
‘living standards’. We really can say very
little about the satisfaction people get out
of life by referring to their earnings and
spending only. Particularly in socialist so-
cieties where people live largely lives fill-
ed with moral and social ambitions, and
where their working hours are perhaps
more part of their satisfactions than even
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their leisure hours, an appraisal of living
standards based on incomes and prices
gives a very, very partial picture only.
For what this is worth, here are a few
figures.

I have not been able to obtain a figure
for ‘national income’ in absolute amounts.
An informant told me that in 1969 or
thereabouts the income was 8,000 million
won—which is at official exchange rates
about $US3,200 million or about $235
per head. Secing the total state revenue
was 6,300 million won in 1971, the
figure of 8,000 million may not be com-
pletely invented. However, one has to
bear in mind that socialist accounting
does ignore services of army and educa-
tion, health and other such tertiary occu-
pations which are an important ingredi-
ent of the Korean economy. On the other
hand, the exchange rate of 1 won=o0.40
US cents is also very unrealistic, so that
one should not make much of this figure
at all.

There are index figures for the growth
of national income published as follows:

Table 8

Index Figures for National Income
DPR of Korea
National Income Productivity per head

1946 100 100
1949 209 252
1953 145 197
1956 319 386
1960 683 539
1971 1,845 1,185

The 18 fold increase of national in-
come since 1946 and the 5.67 fold in-
crease since 1956 give a measure of the
growth of the Korean economy.

It also shows the damage of war in
1953. One may add that the threat from
the South in the shape of the American
occupation throws further heavy burdens
on the DPR of Korea. In 1971 31 per
cent of the 6,300 million won state bud-
get was devoted to defence. However in
1972 this percentage was reduced to 17
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per cent of a budget increased to 7,370
million zon.

The following figures for average real
income (expressed in index figures) exist
for workers and peasants respectively:

Table g

Real Income Growth
in the DPR of Korea

Workers Peasants
1960 100 100
1969 170 200

These figures take into account both
money income and income in kind in the
form of social benefits.

The productivity figures in Table 8 re-
flect the growth of the labour force based
on an increasing proportion of women
working and also the absolute growth
which now starts to take in the rapidly
growing young population. The increase
in the labour force must have been of the
proportions of about 4 per cent per an-
num for some time, although this may
now slow down since already 2 million
women are in the work force.

The fact that practically all married
women work, means, of course, that
family income has risen much faster than
individual incomes. The plan states that
the average wage of 70 won a month in
1969 should be raised to go worn in
1976. An attempt will be made to bring
peasant incomes closer to town incomes
by 1976 than they are at the present
time.

In making inquiries at various work
places in town and country I found that
nurses, kindergarten teachers and young-
er members of the work force might earn
80 won a month, and that factory work-
ers might earn 100 to 150 won. But
their incomes are frequently increased by
piece work and other bonuses. At the
University I found that incomes varied
between go and 250 won per month and
those of doctors varied between 80 and
200 won per month.

Whenever one asked the question of
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carnings there was emphasis on the mean-
inglessness of that question. Housing is
between 2 and 3 per cent of income; ed-
ucation and health are free. Office work-
ers and so on get one winter suit every
three years and a summer suit every two
years. Rice is practically free at 0.08
cents a kg., and there are many other
items which enter into the standard of
living of the worker which are not ex-
pressed in earnings.

However, if one asks what the money
Koreans earn can buy, here is a table of
prices.

Because of certain comments I wish to
make later on I am comparing these
prices with prices which I have noted in
China:

Table 10

Prices of some retail goods in
the DPR of Korea and in China.
Korea (won) China (yuan)

1 kg of rice 0.04 0.16t00.22
flour 0.035 0.19
biscuits 0.90 0.37
pork 1.50-1.75 0.80-1.00
beef 1.50 0.80
10 eggs 1.70 0.84
apples (according

to season) 0.25-0.75 0.15-G.45
1 tin of fruic 1.25 1.12
leather shoes 16.50 16.90
canvas shoes 3.40 3.39
children’s socks  z.00 0.70
woollen cardigan 33.00 17.66
a pair of trousers

as worn 24.00 6.20
cotton padded

coat 25.00 11.31
coloured shirt 9.00 4.06
white shirt (full) 17.80
short sleeve 13.00
I meter cotton

material 2.10 1.26
1 man’s woollen

suit 100-120

In China the average income is more
like 60 yuan per head, that is perhaps as
much as 25 per cent lower than that of
the average Korean factory worker. On
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the other hand the official exchange rates
of the won and the yuan are very close
to each other.

What table 10 brings out is the fact
that rice is subsidised in Korea at the cost
of higher meat and food prices and that
the price of many other light industry
goods is higher than in China. This
applies in particular to textiles.

Not only are these light industry goods
more expensive in Korea than would cor-
respond to the higher money earnings of
the Korean worker, but they are also of
less good quality and less ample in supply.
To compare a Chinese department store
with its plethora of cheap and beautiful
goods with a Korean department store
with its narrow range of goods is looking
at two worlds. Korea has emphasised the
development of heavy industry, of educa-
tion and of cheap rice; China has made
agriculture the basis, light industry the
second priority required to give incentives
to peasants to earn more and to finance
light industry, with heavy industry fol-
lowing.

The consumer comes third after heavy
industry and the country’s children in
Korea; in China, if he is not king, he is
the first among equals.

Appraisal

Some of the strengths and some of the
shortcomings of the Korean economy can
be explained in terms of the Korean
system of planning. This is a most detail-
ed system in which every item produced
must be included in the plan. Like every-
where else in the Korean scheme this
centralisation is not divorced from the
mechanism of constant consultation. At-
tached to each organisation is a planning
body which consists of members of the
organisation itself (perhaps six persons in
a large plant) and an equal number of
State-paid planning officers. The plant
or county personnel will work out a plan
handed to them by the state officers, cri-
ticise it and amend it. The state personnel



48

will discuss these comments on the spot,
amalgamate them with comments made
by other plants or organisations in the
same industry and hand the amended
plan figures back to the higher levels and
the centre.?

While this system of direct unified
planning has led to great successes in the
production of standardised goods — with-
out too much bureaucacy slipping in, it
relies on central design offices for new
products. This means delay and slowness
in introducing new products and designs
and is probably onc of the reasons why
there is the shortage of a large and rich
assortment of goods in the shops, in spite
of the tremendous productive capacity of
the DPR’s industries.

At the same time it must not be for-
gotten that the DPR of Korca is carrying
a tremendous defence burden which must
absorb a good deal of its increased pro-
ductive capacity although the call is for
the development of the civilian and de-
fence economies side by side.

The basic ideology of the Korean eco-
nomy is what its leader, Premier Kim Il
Sung, has called juche. Juche means
self-reliance economically, politically and
militarily. Kim Il Sung who in many
ways resembles General de Gaulle in his
standing and independence has recognised
that his country cannot exist if it imitates
foreign regimes.

Thus the economy of northern Korea
must fulfill two objectives: it must be self
reliant militarily, so as not to come under
pressure when pursuing singlemindedly
its goal of unification of the divided
country and it must show to the people
of South Korea that Koreans can succeed
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without foreign aid. And indeed the tre-
mendous achievements of the DPR of
Korea have been made by an economy
which is almost entirely based on Korean
raw materials, industry and expertise.

One must always never forget that
Korea is somewhat of a siege economy —
always poised against another war threat-
ening from the south. Seceing the Viet-
namese example how the United States
deal with countries which they have
divided when the countries themselves
want to re-unite, the feeling of tension
which is in the air in the DPR of Korea
is understandable.

Whatever one wishes to say, however,
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
has proved to the world and to cconom-
ists in particular, that a country which
wishes to develop can do so without sac-
rificing its economy to foreign capital.
No doubt, economists and others in the
developed countries will continue to ig-
nore the lesson from the DPR of Korea
— but they will ignore one of the most
potent sources of optimism for the pos-
sibility of a world free from hunger.

Source

Apart from the Selected Works of Kim Il
Sung, most of the figures given were noted
by the author when visiting various institu-
tions, exhibitions, ete., which are always full
of statistical tables and graphs. The latest
publication containing the most up-to-date
figures and available in English is Kim Il
Sung’s Report to the sth Party Congress,
published in Pyongyang, 1971.

3 See Kim Il Sung, Selected Works, ‘Unified and
Detailed Planning’, vol. IV, pp. 261 ff.



Chinese Factories Are Exciting Places!

Janet Goldwasser and Stuart Dowty

(Continued from last issue)

Holding Up Half the Sky

We were discussing conditions in the
United States with a group of workers
and cadres at the Tientsin No. 1 Ma-
chinery Factory. Tsai Tsao-huai, a middle-
aged man on the revolutionary committee,
suddcnly looked up, obviously startled at
what we had just said. ‘What? You
mean a woman in the US might lose her
job if she lecaves to have a baby? But
that’s ridiculous!’

He then proudly reviewed the provi-
sions for women in Chinese factories.
Women in other factories had also des-
cribed these for us. We learned that
‘women get 56 days maternity leave,
with .-pay.’ ‘And,’ they often added with
chuckles, ‘7o days for twins!” Mothers
have two periods (usually 40 minutes
each) during the day to nurse infants.
Factories have low-cost child-care facilities,
nurseries, kindergartens and ‘feeding
rooms’. When a woman reaches the
sixth or seventh month of pregnancy, she
is given work that is ‘suitable to her con-
dition’. This usually meant lighter work
and, if necessary, shorter hours.

Thcsc provisions are not regarded as a
kind of special privilege given to women.
They do not come from a masculine
‘gallantry’ which graciously bends the
principle of equality between men and
women. Rather, they are viewed as sim-
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ple, sensible steps necessary to achieve
equality. They are considered necessary
for women to take their full place in so-
ciety, insuring good health, safe conditions
and equal participation.

Woman’s Work Is Never Done

Before Liberation, a woman’s place in
China was summed up in the old saying:
‘A woman works on three terraces: the
k’ang (bed), the kitchen stove, and the
millstone.” Tied to the home by oppressive
feudal and family customs, there was no
place for her in the work force

The Chinese Communist Party has from
its beginning urged women to participate
in society. In 1955 Chairman Mao issued
the call: ‘Enable every woman who can
work to take her placc on the labour
front, under the principle of equal pay
for cqual work’. What has hdpp-enccrm
the past seventeen years? How well are
women integrated into the work force?
What is the attitude toward women work-
ing? What direction are things going?

Women entered the industrial work
force in China through two gates. First,
they joined the new expanding work
force as factories were constructed and
industry developed. Second, women or-
ganised their own neighbourhood fac-
tories, relying on their own efforts. We
visited two such factories, one in Peking
and one in Tientsin.
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Both factories were built by groups of
housewives. They received no capital in-
vestment from the State, but they did
have hdp and encouragement from the
All-China Women's chcrat ‘on and from
the Chinese Communist Party. This in-
volved both ideological support and con-
crete aid in the form of nurseries and
day-care centres for their children.

The Peking factory we visited is run by
a street committee—the basic unit of local
government in the city—and is owned
collectively by the workers. Eighty per
cent of the 362 workers are women, and
half of the workers are ex-housewives who
had never worked outside the home be-
fore Liberation. During the Great Leap
Forward in 1958 many women wanted
to promote production and help build so-
cialism in their country. At first, twenty-
two women in this District formed a pro-
duction group. Their strength was their
spirit of self-reliance. Their first obstacle
was that they had no place to work. They
built their factory literally from the Uround
up, using waste materials. They collected
bricks and other materials left from con-
struction of a large stadium in their dis-
trict; they went to the old city wall and
carried back old bricks; they took bamboo
stalks, covered them with mud, and used
these for walls. Many of thcse original
buildings are still in use, standing as an
example of their self—rehancc and hard
struggle.

Since 1958 they have progressed ‘step
by step.” At first their production was
very simple: pokers for the fire, small
parts for stoves and metal buckets. They
went to state factories and salvage yards
to buy equipment. Some machines were
purchased ‘by the pound’ as scrap metal;
they repaired them and put them into
service in their factory. In 1964 they
began production of metal chairs and
stands for X-ray machines and charcoal-
heated sterilisers for medical instruments.
Now they produce, among other thmgs,
an eclectrically controlled high precision

lathe,
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The Red Flag Embroidery Factory in
Tientsin is now housed in an old building
near the centre of the city. The factory
was established in 1953 by a small grou
of women who did the embroidery work
at home while also continuing their re-
gular housework. After a few years they
were able to come together and set up
central production. The leading body in
their city district gave them their first
‘factory’: one room in the district offices.

The women brought their own equip-
ment from home: foot-pcnhl sewing ma-
chines, scissors, needles and thread. Thcy
now have 240 workers with electric sew-
ing machines, many electric embroidery
machines for fancy work, motor-powered
scissors, and their operations fill four floors
of their building.

One of the women workers at this fac-
tory described her struggle to join in pro-
duction:

“There was a struggle when I went out
into society. The All-China Women’s
Federation in the district where I lived
mobilised us; they said times were differ-
ent and we should go out and work. We
went to meetings of the federation, but
when we came home our husbands would
not agree to let us work., They said if
we went to work, then who would look
after them, who would care for our par-
ents-in-law? But we persisted and argued
with them. We said, “If we work, we’ll
ecarn money, and that will help our
family.” At the beginning, we got ma-
terials and did the work in our homes
and also tended to our families. After
a while our parentsinlaw, who had
feudal ideas, came to like the idea that
we were working. They were convinced
when they saw the money that we earned.
But in my family we still had struggles.
We fought ideologically and I held to my
position. At one point, we were on the
verge of getting a divorce.

‘My husband did change his attitude,
but only after struggle. At first he tried
to stop me from working. But the
leaders where he worked did educa-
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tion with him, to teach him he was wrong
to try to stop me. His attitude began to
change then. But I still had problems:
how was I to work and still care for my
children? I decided to take the children
from the house to a nursery run by the
neighbourhood committee. 1 would take
the children there in the morning and
then go and work. In the evening I
would bring the children home and then
do the cooking and all the other work in
the house, My husband was finally
moved by my actions and he started to
help with work in the house. Now things
are much easier.’

The struggle for women to ‘take their
place on the labour front’ meant a strug-
gle on three fronts: ideology, practical
problems, and leadership.

The first front was ideological. Old
ideas about women had to be changed.
Men’s attitudes of superiority had to be
challenged and women’s views of them-
selves had to be changed. For example,
women are guaranteed equality in work
and pay by law, but that became a reality
only when women demanded their rights
and defied old ideas and customs. In
some places the struggle to implement
equal pay for equal work still continues.

Before Liberation, women were virtual-
ly slaves in the family. As one older
woman said, ‘If my husband said that
something was one, I never dared to say
it was two.” There were taboos and
superstitions about women’s work. If a
woman came by when a well was dug,
it would never have water; if a woman
plowed the land, no crops would grow.
These old prejudices were carried over
into the cities and new ones emerged as
industry  developed. The All-China
Women’s Federation played an important
role in mobilising women to fight against
these old ideas; the Communist Party
helped with education among both men
and women. As Chairman Mao said,
“Times have changed, and today men and
women are equal. Whatever men com-
rades can accomplish, women comrades
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can too.” This is a long battle and is by
no means finished; it continues today and
will be fought again tomorrow.

The second front was that practical
problems had to be solved. Steps had
to be taken to make sure that productive
work outside the home did not become
a ‘second job’ for a woman. Nurseries
and kindergartens were sct up to help
with child care; older people in the neigh-
bourhoods were organised to start ‘service
centres’ where mending, sewing and other
kinds of housework could be done. Strug-
gles went on within the family to get
the husband to share in houschold tasks.

The third front was that women had
to be involved in leadership. Usually this
has been done by making sure that every
leading body has at least one ‘representa-
tive of women.” In many places there
was also a conscious effort to involve
women in leadership at every level in the
factory. Also there was usually a leading
woman cadre in charge of women’s work
in the factory. Itis important that women
participate in leadership, we were told,
because only in this way would women
be truly respected. ‘Also, women know
the physical conditions of women workers
better than the men do,” a man on the
revolutionary committee of a commune
told us. <

Today women in China are engaged in
industry in all areas; every factory we visit-
ed had women workers, though the per-
centage varied. In most factories there
seemed to be no division of jobs on sex
lines. Men and women were often work-
ing in the same workishop; some-
times where a machine required several
people for operation, the group would
include both men and women. We
saw women working in skilled or
semi-skilled jobs—ones that in the
United States are reserved for white
men: welding, running lathes, operating
cranes, driving fork-lift trucks. However,
in two places we visited heavy jobs were
done only by men: working underground
in the Kairan Coal Mine and loading
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crews on the Hsinkang docks near Tien-
tsin. ~ Also, some very light jobs, like
pasting on labels, were done mainly by
women. Work with young children in
kindergartens and nurseries was done by
women. But women have broken many
old taboos and do engage in some heavy
work. In Canton we visited a commune
which was digging a tunnel through a
mountain for a water conservancy project.
Eight teams had volunteered for this work ;
two were tecams of women. The work
was hard, tedious hand labour using sledge
hammers, chisels and hand carts.

The pr1nc1ple of equal pay. for equal
work was generally followed in the fac-
tories we visited. Since seniority at work
and political consciousness are 1mportant
factors, we saw cases where someone do-
ing heavy work was paid less than a per-
son doing light work. There was also a
clear understanding that each person’s
job was ‘part of the revolution;” a woman
pasting on labels had equal footing with
a man pouring out molten iron.

Clearly the direction of change is to-
ward greater integration of women into
the work force. At many factories they
said the number of women workers had
increased since the Cultural Revolution.
These new women workers are working
alongside men in all kinds of jobs.

The historic role of the All-China
Women'’s Federation has been to encour-
age and mobilise women to join in work
outside the home. Today most women
are working and the task is no longer
the struggle to join in labour, but to
guarantee equality through continued
struggle on the three fronts mentioned
above. When we asked about the All-
China Women’s Federation’s present
status we were told it is in the pro-
cess of ‘struggle-criticism-transformation.’
That is, the future and direction of the
Women’s Federation are presently being
discussed deeply and this is undoubtedly
related to the politics of the ‘struggle be-
tween the two lines.’
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Young and Old at Work

Education has been expanded, especial-
ly since the Cultural Revolution. An-
other new force is appearing among
workers in Chinese factories: the ‘edu-
cated youths.” In the past those who
went through middle school usually went
straight on to higher education or other
technical work. Now increasing num-
bers of middle school graduates are tak-
ing part in productive work in the fac-
tories.

The educated youths have, as the Chi-
nese say, ‘strong points and weak points.’
Their strong points include their literacy,
technical skills, and a high spirit. Their
weak points include an undue pride in
their education, inflated egos, a cor-
responding disdain for repetitious or sim-
ple manual work, and tendencies toward
spontaneity and impatience in political
struggle. To draw on the strc.ngths of
each, old and young are often combined
in one study group. The educated
youths have the ad\antdgL of literacy;
often they take the lead in studying arti-
cles and reading them aloud. Veteran
workers have had great experience in both
class struggle and the struggle for produc-
tion; their own lives provide many exam-
ples of the theoretical points in the materi-
als they study. The general trend seems
to be to learn from the experience of the
veterans and learn from the spirit of the
young.

There is a great deal of respect for
‘veteran ut}rl\ers This is quite different
from the blind obedience to elders which
was part of the old Confucian tradition.
Veteran workers are rcspected because
they have had long experience in class
q‘crugglc because thev have had a prole-
tarian life, and because they contribute
greatly by way of their experience.

Old workers, even retired workers, are
very much involved in the life of the fac-
tories.  Since so much activity revolves
around the workplace, some peoplc do
not retire when they reach retirement
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age—60 for men, 55 for women. Health
is often a more important factor than age
in determining retirement. Poor health
may necessitate earlier retirement while
good health may mean workers choose to
remain at their jobs. Workers at the
Kairan Coal Mine described one veteran
worker who reached retirement age and
preferred to continue work. He said, ‘I
still want to do something for socialism.’
He just wasn’t ready to sit back and watch
others work! He had heart trouble and
couldn’t do heavy work; he began clean-
ing up the grounds around the buildings
and workshops, and mobilised other older
workers to do the same thing.

Veteran workers are not kept around
as ‘museum pieces’ or as ‘quaint’ remind-
ers of how life used to be. They have an
important role to play in the hife of the
factory; they help both with ideological
education and with technical advice.
Often, they take the lead in developing
new methods of work and technical in-
novations.  Everyone is encouraged to
learn from their experience and from
their perspective. They are respected as
comrades, not ‘venerated’ as elders,

Town and Country

Efforts are being made to break down
the old division between agricultural and
industrial workers. One method is the
development of small-scale industry in the
countryside. The goal is for communes
to become as self-sufficient as possible, so
most industry in the countryside is geared
to making products for rural areas. Many
communes produce plows and other im-
plements to pull behind tractors, electric
milling machines to husk and grind grain,
small ‘hand tractors,” as well as smaller
hand tools. Most communes we visited
have small foundries and workshops to
make farm tools. Other ‘rural industry’
we saw included fertiliser factories and
food processing plants.

New industry is often built away from
the major cities. New factories are built
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in suburbs, away from the crowded centre
of town. Some workers are from a pea-
sant background; they continue to live in
the countryside while they work in a fac-
tory in a near-by city. Usually other mem-
bers of their households will be commune
members working in agriculture. Thus,
many factories include workers with a
foot in each camp; they have direct ex-
perience with both agricultural and indus-
trial work.

Many factories also engage in agricul-
tural production. Some own farms where
cadres and workers spend occasional pe-
riods in agricultural labour. Some fac-
tories also grow fruits and vegetables on
land surrounding their building. Pigs are
a common adjunct to dining %ml]s, per-
forming multi-purpose roles of garbage
disposal, providing fertilisers, and then
being ‘recycled’ themselves on to the din-
ing table!

Transforming a Spiritual Force Into a
Material Force

Study is an important part of life in
Chinese factories, Shop groups or work
units in every factory we visited had set
aside specific times each week for study.
One factory had three evening periods a
week of 1.5 hours each; another had two
hours of study once a week; a third had
one hour after work each day.

Study involves both political and
technical subjects. Work groups discuss
and solve their day-to-day problems.
Workers told us they were reading Mar-
xist-Leninist theoretical works, newspapers
and magazines. The most common ma-
terials used were articles by Chairman
Mao, especially the ‘three Constantly
Read Articles’ (Serve the People, In Me-
mory of Norman Bethune, and The Foo-
lish Old Man Who Removed the Moun-
tains) and the Five Philosophical Articles
(On Practice, On Contradiction, On the
Correct Handling of Contradictions
Among the People, Where Do Correct
Ideas Come From, and Speech at the
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Chinese  Communist Party’s Nationul
Conference on Propagands Work). The
Communist Manifesto was also frequently
mentioned.

A work group will usually study to-
gether; this helps tie study to practice.
There is also a good deal of self-study in
spare time. Workers we met gave many
examples of their study and how it helped
their work. Study is used in four general
ways: to help workers understand their
role in society; to combat selfishness and
individualism; to promote technical in-
novations; and to solve contradictions
among the workers. Work grou study
also promotes a unity which affl;cts all
aspects of life.

Tao Su-lun works as a cook in the
dining hall of the East Is Red Auto Fac-
tory in Peking. ‘I graduated from middle
school in 1966 and came to work here
in February 1968. When I went to work
in the kitchen, I wasn’t very happy. After
all, I had studied for ten years; that work
scemed too simple, too plain. I didn’t
like my job; I kept hoping that I would
get to change it, to somcthing with a
more brilliant future. I wanted to work
in the factory itsclf. The older cooks in
the kitchen knew something was bother-
ing me, and they asked me what was
wrong. When [ explained, they talked
to me about their sufferings in the old
society. They led me in studying the
‘three Constantly Read Articles,’ especial-
ly Serve the People. 1 was deeply moved
by Serve the People, especially by Chang
Szu-teh’s boundless loyalty to the people.
I compared my thinking with Chang Szu-
teh’s. I looked down on my job; he did
not. This showed that I didn’t really
mean to serve the people whole-heartedly.
So I took Chang Szu-teh as a model. I
accepted the job assigned to me and I
learned to love my work. Now I think
that a job as a cook is a common job, but
it is also a job that is part of the revolu-
tion. In my job I can give good food to
the workers in the shop; they can then

produce more and so we can all serve
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the revolution in China and the revolu-
tion in the whole world.’

The problem that Tao Su-lun faced is
common in capitalist countries; the very
nature of the capitalist system produces
and maintains alienation. There, most
workers harbour a hope to some day get
a job that has prestige, honour, high pay,
or some other special reward. The crucial
difference in China is that although Tao
looked down on her work, no one else
did. The problem was not the job; it
was her attitude toward it. From the way
she described her feelings, it was clear
she had romanticised what it would be
like to work in production in the factory.
If she had simply changed her job with-
out changing her attitude, she would pro-
bably still have been bored and dissatis-
fied. This is exactly what happened to
another young woman of the same age at
the Shenyang Transformer Factory:

‘I first came to this factory in 1969,
after graduating from midde school.
At that time, my only thought was to get
re-education from the older workers.
Like the other new workers, I was in high
spirits and I wanted to produce as much
as possible. I started work doing grinding
and at first I was happy with my job.
But after a while, doing the same grind-
ing every hour every day, I started to
think that this work was too or-
dinary. I studied Serve the People
and Chang Szuteh was an exam-
ple for me. He considered his job
as part of the revolution. Then I read
In Memory of Norman Bethune. There,
Chairman Mao says that each person’s
capacity may be high or low but everyone
is capable of having Comrade Bethune’s
spirit. I tried to learn from the spirit of
Chang Szu-teh and Norman Bethune. 1
learned that every unit I make is a part
of a transformer and these transformers
are sent all over China and the rest of
the world, too. I make my contribution
by making my small pieces. Now I un-
derstand what I am working for, and
I'm satisfied with my work.’
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In the old society people who laboured
for a living were looked down upon;
manual work was despised. Work with
the hands was considered lower than
work with the head. In the new socialist
society, workers are respected. It seems
simple and obvious that in a workers’ so-
ciety, in socialism, work should be res-
pected. But old ideas—as the above ex-
amples show—die hard; the Chinese
understand that this is one way ‘the class
struggle continues.” And political study
with work groups is one way they fight
the struggle.

Also the nature of repetitive or boring
work is transformed by the environment
of a socialist system. People do not work
mcrely for a glay cheque; they are work-
ing for something they believe in. Fac-
tories are not merely places where you
endure work ; they are centres for: produc-
tion, politics, education, recreation, cul-
ture, and health and living facilities.

Hao Ching-chai is the chairman of the
revolutionary committee at the Pottery
Research Institute in Tangshan. He said
that the study of Mao’s works has helped
their committee function better. ‘In the
past, we sometimes had problems. When
a question came up, different people
would have different opinions, but we
didn’t know how to handle our dif-
ferences. We had lots of arguments; we
never could reach unity. So we studied
On Contradiction and we came to see
that it is natural to have differences of
opinion. That’s normal; in fact, it’s a
good thing and we shouldn’t be afraid
of it. After we studied On Contradiction,
we changed our approach. Now when-
ever an 1mportant question comes up, we
call a mass meeting. We try to involve
as many people as possible in the discus-
sion. Everyone talks and there are always
lots of difterent opinions and lots of dis-
agreements. But we understand that we
can learn from each other. We work out
our differences through discussion and we
?ow can get un1ty on the questions we
ace
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Theoretical work is often applied in
quite creative ways. A woman worker
at a district-run factory in Peking gave
us one example. When the factorJ decid-
ed to begin making electronic lathes, she
was put in chargc of the section that was
to do electric wiring. ‘But I had very
little schooling; very few of us had much
education at all. I was no technician; I
couldn’t even read blueprints. I just
couldn’t see where to start in learning to
do wiring. I went to the Party branch
in our factory and they encouraged me.
They suggested that I study Chairman
Mao’s article On Practice. 'When I read
it, I learned that skills do not come by
nature. Every skill is learned through
practice, no one is born a technician. My
comrades encouraged me, too. They
said: ‘“Remember, illiterate workers have
built high buildings in Peking!” I got a
little more confidence and tried to do the
work. It was hard for me to copy the
blueprints; some of the workers in my
section were middle school graduates.
They used a compass to make circles, but
I had never even seen such a thing before.
I watched what they did and figured out
my own methods. I got a round box and
used that to draw circles. These workers
encouraged me; they said my circles look-
ed even better than theirs. But they used
symbols on the blueprints that I didn’t
know—Ilike “A”, “B”, “C”. So I made
symbols of my own, A was like a ladder
with something on it; ‘B’ was like a ‘3’
with a line next to it; ‘C’ was half a
pancake. I made my own copy of the
blueprint; no one else could read my
blueprints but they worked for me.

‘But I also had problems. One man in
our group had been to school and was an
electrical worker. At first he looked
down on me; he said the wiring could
only be done by a trained electrician. He
told me I should study the blueprmt more
and I shouldn’t uy doing any wiring. He
said I would only make mistakes. But
the more [ studiedy the blueprint, the more
confused I got. I thought of what I had
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read in On Practice. 1f 1 started to do
the wiring, I thought I could learn as I
worked. I went to the Party branch and
told them what I thought. They sup-
ported me; they encouraged me to go
ahead and they told the electrical worker
he shouldn’t make fun of me. Then I
tried to wire up my first panel. When
I got it done, everything was right except
for one small wire. So I took it to the
electrical worker and asked him to show
me what was missing. He learned then
not to make fun of me; he began to res-
pect my spirit. Now I can do all the
wiring on the panels. There are many
other veteran workers like me who have
never been to school. We sometimes
find it difficult to learn new techniques.
But we give priority to practice and we
learn from each other.’

Study has other effects, too. Relations
among workers were close and friendly.
Work, recreation, education and cultural
activities are drawn together through joint
study. Workers help each other solve
both personal and group problems. They
are comrades, not competitors. Their
spirit of cooperation is promoted both by
common study and by the nature of the
socialist system itself.

Study is closely tied to practice, applied
in a creative and productive way. It is
a living process that changes as the needs
of production and society change.

The Creativity of the Masses

The Cultural Revolution drove home
the truth of the statement made by Chair-
man Mao back in 1955: “The masses have
boundless creative power . . . they can
concentrate on production in breadth and
depth and create more and more under-
takings for their own well-being.” At
almost every factory we visited, we saw
technical innovations developed during
and since the Cultural Revolution. Pro-
duction has increased greatly. Workers at
the Wuhan Sewing Machine Factory said:
‘The Cultural Revolution is a great revo-
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lution ideologically and economically; as
our consciousness increased, our produc-
tion increased.’

Some technical innovations were rela-
tively simple: at the sewing machine fac-
tory they showed us a multiple-head drill-
ing machine which drills many holes at
once instead of one at a time. On another
machine one person is now needed in-
stead of the former seventeen. Most in-
novations were developed by a ‘three-in-
one combination’ of workers, cadres, and
technicians. Sometimes these innovations
changed the whole output of a factory.
At the Shenyang Transformer Factory
they said that ‘in the Cultural Revolution,
we criticised the Liu Shao-chi line of “run
the factory by experts.” We have built new
transformers using a three-in-one com-
bination and this new equipment is better
than the old design.: it is lighter in weight,
it takes only half as long to make, and
it costs 30 per cent less.’

Technical innovations have helped some
factories become self-sufficient. Workers
at the Tangshan Pottery Research Instit-
ute told us that in the past they imported
all the colours for glazes on the pottery.
During the Cultural Revolution many
people joined the struggle for scientific
experiment and now they produce twenty
varieties of colours themselves. A woman
engineer discovered a way to produce
gold colouring from local materials; now
they glaze to the whole province of
Hopei.

At the East Is Red Auto Factory in Pe-
king we saw an innovation which illust-
rated the fundamental difference between
work in socialist China and work in a
‘free enterprises’ system. In Detroit, the
automobile factory where Stu worked in-
stalled an automatic spotwelder about a
year ago. Workers in that factory hated
the machine, and with good reason. It
sped up the line; they had to work harder
to keep up. They also knew that it took
away people’s jobs and meant more unem-
ployment, which is very high in the auto-
industry to begin with. The new machine
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was the enemy of the workers; they
cheered when 1t broke down and some-
times they even ‘helped’ it break down.
In Peking, at the East Is Red Auto Factory
we saw a similar new automatic spotweld-
er. But the Peking spotwelder was builtby
workers themselves, together with techni-
cians and cadres. Many had even stayed
overtime to help build it. They regarded it
with great pricﬂ and they knew 1t was to
their benefit to make such innovations.
Automation meant improved production
but since workers were in control, it did
not mean speed-up. It didn’t throw
anyone out of work because improved
production in the socialist system meant
rational planning and adjustments, not
loss of jobs and dislocation. The ma-
chines in Detroit and Peking were simi-
lar; but in one setting it was the work-
ers’ enemy while in the other it was the
workers’ friend. In one system technical
advancement meant unemployment lines
for workers; in the other it was part of
a rationally planned economy that bene-
fited everyone.

Workers’ Life

‘Pay close attention to the well-being
of the masses, from the problems of land
and labour to those of fuel, rice, cooking
oil and salt.” Chairman Mao issued this
call in 1934; it has been used as a guide-
line ever since.

For example, the Wuhan Iron and
Steel Works has an cxtensive system of
workers” ‘welfare.” "This factory, in ad-
dition to iron and steel production, or-
ganises and supports: a college for work-
ers and their families, housing and apart-
ments, four middle schools, ten primary
schools, nurseries, three theatres, a
library, a cultural performance ‘pro-
paganda team,’ a hospital with four hun-
dred beds, several clinics, a rest sani-
torium, medical teams, a farm, a militia
group, sports and recreation facilities and
also provides cheap transportation by bus
from: the city to the factory.
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Workers and cadres at the Foreign
Languages Printing House in Peking out-
lined the ‘workers’ welfare’ activities
which their plant supports: free medical
care with half-cost for family members;
kindergartens and nurseries; haircuts and
a bath house; a retirement system; books
and a library; sports and recreation faci-
lities; cultural performances; films; a fac-
tory-subsidised cafeteria; and, they said,
we have low rents, no taxes, no unem-
ployment or lay-offs, and if someone has
health needs for special food they can get
extra money to cover the cost. They also
grow apples, rice and grapes on factory
farms and on the grounds around their
buildings, and some of these products go
directly to workers while some are sold
to the State.

‘Before Liberation, I had never even
seen a hospital run by a factory. Now we
have our own hospital and the doctors
and nurses come to the workshops to see
the condition of the workers and to give
us treatment.” This is what a Chengchow
factory worker told us. His factory look-
ed after workers’ health through a three
level system of medical care: ‘barefoot
doctors’ in each shop; clinics in each
section; a hospital for the factory as a
whole. As mentioned earlier, medical
care is provided free to workers and at
half-cost for their families. But this rule
is flexible; the individual’s situation is
considered. Workers at the Wuhan
Printing and Dyeing Factory gave us one
example of this flexibility. A few years
back, the wife of one of their workers be-
came very ill. She was hospitalised for
two years and the cost of her medical
care was nine thousand ywan. Half-rate
for families cut that down to ‘only’ four
thousand five hundred yuan. The man
who worked earned between sixty and
seventy yuan a month—obviously there
was no way they could pay the bill. The
leaders of the hospital and the factory
discussed the situation; the circumstances
were investigated and they simply drop-

ped payment. The woman received all
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the medical care she needed, though she
couldn’t pay for it. They also told us
that in other cases the State has picked
up the bill.

Sick leave with pay is standard policy
in the factories we visited. The Tung
Feng Watch Factory has a policy of six
months sick leave with full pay and after
that 60 per cent of pay. Workers at the
Chengchow Textile Equipment Manufac-
turing Factory described a woman who had
become seriously ill with heart disease
and was absent from work for four years.
All her treatment was covered, including
being sent to Shanghai for special care.
She received 70 per cent of her wages
plus the regular increases given during her
illness. She had commented to her fellow
workers that ‘before Liberation, I would
have died with such an illness.’

Most factories have built low-rent
housing for workers. We visited several
families in such factory-built apartments.
Rents for two rooms plus kitchen and
bath usually ran between four and six
yuan a month. Sometimes utilities were
extra. Some factories in the north pro-
vided a wage supplement in the winter
months to pay for fuel. Factories also
have dormitories for single workers; rents
in these are very low. In some places it
was 50 cents a month; in others, new
workers paid nothing for dormitory
rooms.

Workers choose where they want to
live; the percentage of workers who live
in factory owned housing differs from
place to place. Many families live in State
owned apartments or houses and some
people own the homes they live in. In
cases where two members of a family
work at different factories they can choose
between housing provided by either one.

Some very small factories, such as the
district-run factory we visited in Peking,
do not provide housing. Most workers
were women who lived in the neighbour-
hood and many lived in housing owned
by the factory where their husband work-
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There is varicty in the type of housing
that factories provide. The newest hous-
ing is often four- or five-storey buildings;
in some places they have built smaller
one-storey houses that are similar to the
style of peasant homes. Details change
with the times. The Kairan Coal Mine
in Tangshan began to build housing for
their workers in the mid-1950’s and the
workers bought their houses from the
mine in instalments without interest. We
visited one neighbourhood there where
every family owned their own home.
Housing built in more recent years is rent-
ed from the mines. Thirty-ive per cent
of the workers in these mines live in
housing provided by the mine. The per-
centage varied in other factories.

Factories provide feeding rooms for
mothers to nurse infants; they also run
nurseries and kindergartens. Parents de-
cide whether their children attend a nur-
sery. Often children remain at home and
grandparents or great-grandparents look
after them, Nurseries do much more than
‘baby-sit.”  They are bright and lively
places with lots of activities for the child-
ren. Even the smallest ones go on out-
ings; they learn to sing and dance. We
visited several nurseries where the child-
ren were cager to perform samples of
Peking opera for us. In Shenyang we saw
a group of five-year-olds learning to write
characters.

Nurseries provide for child-care during
the working day; some also care for child-
ren all week long. = Parents drop their
children off at the start of their work
week and pick them up on the sixth day,
so the family spends its holiday together.
Both day care and week-long care are
voluntary. Charges for nursery or kind-
ergarten care are low, with nursery costs
subsidised by the factory. One kinder-
garten in Chengchow charged six yuan
a month for all-week carc and 1.5 yuan
a month for day care; this did not include
the cost of food. The nursery run by the
East Is Red Auto Factory in Peking
charges eleven and a half yuan a month
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for day care, but this includes three hot
meals and two snacks a day for all child-
ren. The State also helps subsidise nur-
series and kindergartens since the actual
operation costs are higher than the total
fees that parents pay.

Children begin primary school at age
seven (age six using Western style of de-
termining age). School is free. Many
factories have their own primary and
middle schools. Elsewhere -children go
to schools run by their city district or
street committee.

‘Rice, cooking oil, and salt’ are also
attended to by the factories. Every fac-
tory we visited, large and small, had din-
ing halls for their workers. Small ones
hiad a kitchen which could turn out hot
meals or heat up food that workers
brought from home. The larger dining
halls provided a very wide variety of ap-
petising dishes and at nominal cost. In
Wuhan, workers said, ‘we have told our
cooks to provide a choice of “three hots”
for every meal: hot soup, hot rice, hot
main dish.” The cost ranged from a low
of 4 cents to a high of 15 cents for a
meal, depending on choice. In Cheng-
chow we visited a dining hall equipped
to serve two thousand workers on each
shift. The Kairan Coal Mine in Tang-
shan has a dining hall for above-ground
workers and hot food is taken to under-
ground workers during lunch break.

Cultural and recreational activities help
make Chinese factories lively and exciting
places. Emphasis is on participation, not
just observing, and workers typically jump
into these spare-time pursuits with great
zest,

Almost every factory has a spare-time
‘propaganda team’ which performs Chi-
nese songs and dances and scenes from
the new revolutionary Peking operas.
Part of their purpose is ‘to make life more
lively,” and the ones we saw certainly did
a good job of it! They provide both en-
tertainment and education, using songs
and dances of China’s national minorities,
selections from Peking opera, and scenes
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from the life of their own factory. Some-
times the propaganda team will give per-
formances to praise the merits or good be-
havior of individual people or work
groups in their factory. The artistic level
of these troupes is quite high; their en-
thusiasm infects all who come into con-
tact with them. The timeliness and re-
levancy of their material make them very
popular. They are voluntary, spare-time
groups. Factories often provide funds
for claborate costumes, instruments,
music and other equipment.

Sports are popular. Basketball courts,
ping-pong tables and volleyball courts
were common throughout all the fac-
tories we visited. Some had soccer
fields, sports grounds and even swimming
pools or small stadiums. Track meets,
tug-of-wars and other games are often or-
ganised. Teams are organised in different
sections of the factory but there is also
considerable informal activity and ‘pick-
up’ games. Both men and women are
active in sports.

Factories also provide reading rooms,
libraries, TV rooms and game rooms.
Many cities have a ‘workers’ cultural
centre’ where workers’ groups from dif-
ferent factories can put on performances
or hold sports events. We visited a ‘cul-
tural park’ which serves the whole city
of Canton. The activities there were
numerous: two outdoor theatres; two
stages with cultural performances going
on; six exhibition halls; a library and
reading room; amusements and rides for
small children; and sports facilities where
we watched a basketball game between
teams from a sugar mill and another fac-
tory and a ping-pong match between a
shipyard worker and a machinist.

Red is the colour of happiness in China;
the factories are ‘doubly red,” politically
and culturally!

One Divides Into Two

The Chinese are the first to admit they
have shortcomings. They are generally
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quite frank in discussing them: ‘Our
leadership sometimes can’t cope with
production problems and sometimes we
get confused,” said some Peking workers.
‘Our assembly is not always done in a prac-
tical way for such a large factory; this is a
reflection of our practice when we were
small,” said a cadre in Tientsin. The
most common shortcomings mentioned
to us were that too much work is done
by hand, and problems in administrative
work. But they are trying to solve these
problems. A movement for technical in-
novation is encouraged to reduce the
amount of hand labour needed. They say
administrative problems will be solved
over time as workers gain experience in
running factories. ‘After all,” people in
Wuhan said, ‘we know how to smash
the old system, but we are still learning
how to build up the new.’

We have already mentioned two areas
where we felt improvement is necessary:
workers concern for their own safety
(protective glasses, etc.) and maintaining
close relations between workers and cadres.
The Chinese maintain that the class strug-
gle continues under socialism, and thus
shortcomings are bound to appear. The
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proper attitude, they assert, is to be vigi-
lant and determined in continuing to
struggle against these weaknesses or wrong
ideas. Their appearance does not reflect
inherent flaws of socialism as a system.
Rather, socialism allows and encourages
masses of workers to struggle and actually
solve such problems.

“The socialist countries are states of an
entirely new type in which the exploiting
classes have been overthrown and the
working people are in power.” Chairman
Mao said this in 195%. The ‘New China’
illustrates just how different this ‘new so-
cialist country’ can be from the old capi-
talist society. The interests of the whole
people come first; decisions are based on
people’s needs, not on profits.

Socialism is based upon people—work-
ing people. In China human needs come
first. State policies are a means to that
end; written policies are applied with a
flexibility impossible in a profit system.
Factories are only part of Chinese society,
but they are a key to the future. More-
over, they are now the people’s factories
and that is what makes them really ex-
citing.
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A Milestone of Contemporary History

The Taiping Rebellion and the Western Powers:

A Comprehensive Survey.

By S. Y. Teng.
(Oxford University Press, London, 1971.)

The Chinese revolution which avalanched
after the First World War had its beginning in
the nineteenth century. The eruption of the
first Chinese republic in 1911 and the Boxer
rebellion at the end of the 1gth century was
preceded by what was erroneously called the
Taiping Rebellion, a word inappropriate to
describe the revolutionary movement that al-
most crippled the Manchu dynasty.

Unfortunately, one cannot cut the historical
continuum as arbitrarily as Professor Teng at-
tempts to do in alluding to ‘communist’ and
‘non-communist’ writers. What bourgeois scho-
larship has always done is to celebrate the cult
of objectivity acted out by a coterie of man-
darins divorced from the historical struggles of
our time,

Professor Teng has marshalled an enormous
amount of facts from the archives in Taiwan
and other capitalist countries, but he has ignor-
ed, or is ignorant of, the vast amounts of pri-
mary source materials that have been worked
upon since Liberation within China itself. This
rediscovered material combined with the new
scholarship brings out the popular dynamics of
the mass upsurge of the 1850s and 1860s.

Such probing in depth is now all the more
necessary since the newer generations in China
and elsewhere require to know that the revolu-
tionary traditions of China, in all its plethoric
richness, was not the product of a passive
history-less people, but of a people transmogri-
fied into the masters of history. And here the
significance of the Taipings acquires a new
dimension.
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* The interrelationship of the various facets of
the Taiping revolution and the earlier Opium
War, 1839-42 (launched by an emergent Bri-
tish capitalism) exposed the bankruptcy of the
ruling Manchu caste and ushered in the era of
unequal treaties. Well could it be said that
the aggression, triggered in November 1839 and
ended in August 1842 with the treaty of Nan-
king, marked the beginning of the nation’s
century of exploitation, submission and humi-
liation which, by its very essence, was to
generate its opposites: revolt, rebellion and ult-
mately revolution.

But more than the loss of sovereignty, the
Opium War delineated the putrefaction of the
Manchu state with its staid Confucian rhetoric,
its irreversible class contradictions, of which the
most paramount was its ferocity towards the
Chinese masses and its obsequiousness to its
white slave-master.

Enfeebled and endowed with a ruling caste
whose sole preoccupation was survival, the ex-
actions demanded by China’s predators (to pay
for the unwanted opium that was now being
shovelled into China) had to be paid for, above
all, by the Chinese peasantry in gold and silver
dollars. Nor was it surprising that the Taiping
rebels first arose in precisely those areas which
had tasted the whip of the extortionate tax
official.

The Manchu ruling class had run into an
historical impasse which could only be tackled
by the wholesale replacement of the system; and
it was here that foreign predators became in
the initial stages the catalysts of such changes,
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drabgmg in their baggage the sub-caste of com-
pradors and the mulnphcuy of parasites that
percolated capit alist relations into the confines
of the remotest of Chinese villages. The im-
perial caste could rarcly initiate new policy mea-
sures since its administration was little more
than a clearing house of memorials and exhorta-
tions; and the naticn’s financial policies a series
of rapacious ad hoc measures designed to grab
unsystematically the actual economic surplus of
the peasantry, thus placing a brake on the pro-
cess of capital accumulation.

The internal demands of the Manchu dynasty
were matched by the policies of their new mas-
ters: the foreign capitalists whose economic oc-
cupation of China meant that the Manchu caste
had to pay indemnities spiralling 21 million
dollars, which after 1845, generated a large
budgetary deficit and sustained inflation,

The circle of corruption widened in very
much the same way as imperialist relations
shroud the ruling oligarchies in several ‘inde-
pendent’ neo-colonies of the Third World. In

words of contemporary resonance Teng writes:

The sale of official ranks was a source of
exira income. The banks in Peking financed
the purchase of rank but charged a very high
rate of interest on loans. But all officials were
underpaid. A governor-general received a
small annual emolument legally, while lower
officials were forced into extortion to meer
the regular exactions of higher mandarins.
The latter devoured not only the salaries of
their loweér subordinates but also received
from them large presents to secure the tenure
of their posts. The average illegal extra in-
come of an official amounted to about four
times his regular salary. According to one
contemporary observer, however, the extra
money ‘totalled about nineteen times as much
as the regular income’.

Political corruption, skullduggery, kickbacks
and shakedowns, grotesque and staggering as
they were, were only a small part of the en-
demic crisis that now assaulted the Manchu
dynasty. Foreign predators realised that the
existence of a loyal ‘native’ caste (as in most
independent neo-colonies today) was vital for
the perpetuation of their own existence. In
short, the capital accumulation sucked from a
disembowelled China was used to finance
growth and development in precisely those capi-
talist countries then embarking on their indus-
trial revolution.

Christopher Collin gwood

The exactions of the alien masters combined
with the domestic exploitation of the comprador
class were the ideal formula for national im-
poverishment. Land pressures and land taxes
were the ‘normal’ run of China’s development
which did not escape such a shrewd observer as
Thomas Wade who, in the 1860s, referred to ‘a
dense population pressing upon the means of
subsistence so closcly that a partial failure of
crops, or a change in the course of trade re-
duced masses of population to a state of starva-
tion and drives them to support life by pillage.’

But population and population pressure
could not suffice to explain starvation; behind
these lurked the spectre of exploitation that
ravaged China at every turn of the screw. As
in any class formation the large landowners be-
came the richer in the process and on the eve of
the Taiping Rebellion the centre had now been
focused on the land problem and the need for
agrarian reform.

But ‘reforms’ even of the most innocuous
vintage were inconceivable to the Manchu
bureaucrat. By the mid-iftics more than twenty
million Chinese had become opium addicts; and
with drug addiction went the astronomic expen-
diture of foreign exchange earnings for the pur-
chase of opium. Such, in brief, was the back-
ground against which Kwangsi Province became
the cradle of the Taiping revolution on the
4th November 1850, when the peasantry re-
sorted to arms against the Manchu dynasty.

Since the end of the Opium War revolution-
ary violence was not the retort to the persistent
counter-revolutionary violence of the Manchus;
under the leadership of Hung Hsiu-ch’uan and
Feng Yun-shan a revolutionary movement had
gathered under the ideological umbrella of var-
ious brands of Christianity. ‘This was under-
standable enough, notwithstanding the realisa-
tion among several of the Taiping leaders, much
later, that Christianity represented not merely a
white man’s religion, but more precisely, it
was the religion of a slave master. This was a
fundamental contradiction which some of the
early Taiping revolutionary theorists could not
grasp.

It was resorted to, in opposition to the Con-
fucian and Taoist mythologies, because the lat-
ter had been linked too closely with the vision
and ideology of official power. It was only
much later that a revolutionary movement was
to develop and embrace the materialist revolu-
tionary ideology that was necessary to shunt the
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movement onto scientific lines; but such an ideo-
logy presupposed a revolutionary political party.

It is comic to see the crushing irony of Tai-
ping ‘Christianity’ whose sheer subtlety was be-
yond the wit of the colonial missionaries. In
his disquisition on the nature of god the ‘East-
ern King' enquired of the colonial missionaries:

Your nations having worshipped God for
so long a time, does any onc among you
know: 1. How tall God is, or how broad?

2. What his appearance or complexion i5?

3. How large his abdomen is? 4. What kind

of beard he grows? 5. Of what colour his

beard is? 6. How long his beard is? 7. What
kind of clothes he wears? . . . 12. Whether
he is able to compose verse? 13. How rapid-
ly can he compose verse? 14. How fierce his

disposition is? . . .

The reason for this piece of comicality came
precisely at a moment when the Taipings want-
ed to drive a wedge between the American and
British commercial interests. But there was an-
other vision to the Taipings that had no comic
face, but one which under-scored the nature of
the class struggle in which the belly of God was
irrelevant.

In this stirring manifesto which has nothing
‘bombastic’ in it, despite Teng’s contention to
the contrary, we have a clear analysis of the
social conflict.

Many people displaced by floods and
drought are starving to death and their bones
are piled in heaps; the Manchus pay no at-
tention to them and let them die in order to
keep the Chinese population small. Further-
more, the Manchus let avaricious and corrupt
officials spread all over the empire to squeeze
and impoverish the people. Government posts
can be obtained by bribery, punishment can
be rescinded by money, and hence the rich
people are very powerful; whereas poor men
of great abilities have no hope for employment
or promotion; they can only die of melan-
choly. Those who pursue a righteous path
to restore China to the Chinese will be severe-
ly punished, as well as their families to the
ninth generation, so that not even a brave
man ever dares to contemplate a rebellion.

Indicting the subservience of the intellectuals
to the prevailing power structure, the manifesto
continued in its virulent reproach to the man-
darin-scholar immersed in esoteric meditation
at the expense of working people.
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You gentlemen read books and understand
history, but you have no sense of shame. In
the past, Wen T'ien-hsiang (1236-1282) and
Hsieh Fangte (1226-1289) preferred death
to service under the Yuan dynasty; Shik Ko-
fa and Ckhu Shih-ssu (1590-1651) also pre-
ferred to die rather than work for the
Ching. These events are undoubtedly fami-
liar to you gentlemen. We are never in doubt
that the population of the Manchu is no
more than a few hundred to a thousand,
while that of the Chinese is no less than
50,000,000 (sic) . .. What a disgrace.
The religious ethic was compulsively a part

of the ideology of the Taipings, but what was
more important was that as the movement
spread and the institutional forces of the re-
volution began to take root the fear of the
colonial white missionaries became clearer, since
at first the Taipings were regarded as counter-
weights to Manchu power.

The early benign tolerance ot the Taipings ul-
timately gave way to one ot open hostility when
missionary power saw that the course of revo-
lution would be to end alien interference in
China’s affairs. Such ideological shifts were to
be expected since Christianity in China was the
most rapacious expression of expatriate interests.

Despite the utopian elements in Taiping
thought, with its reterence to the ‘sacred sources
of God’ and other mumbo jumbo, the national
struggle and the class struggle were pushed to
the fore with the Manchu leadership stigmatised
as an anti-national force. In the course of the
struggle increasingly the driving force within the
Taipings and their most militant elements ac-
quired an unsystematised materialist world view
which Teng does not examine. Not only did
this materialist outlook assail opium smoking,
gambling, prostitution, theft and other such
acts, but its attacks were centred on the class
forces responsible for such human degradation.
Thus the gropings towards a materialist philoso-
phy was laid during the Taiping Rebellion.
From a weird concoction of religious ballyhoo a
social movement was to evolve later along new
philosophical lines. The detonator that was then
missing was an authentic revolutionary party
wedded to a materialist world outlook that is
the science of dialectics.

The shift from a neutral pose to one of open
interventionism was relatively easy for the mis-
sionaries. Their class profile became clearer as
the decade of the fifties wore on. The earlier
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euphoria of the leader of the London Missionary
Society in 1853 was not untypical of the reac-
tion towards the Taipings: ‘What a moral re-
volution. To induce 100,000 Chinamen (sic),
for months and years together . . . to live with-
out dollars, and all share and share alike . . .
it is the wonder of the age’ But such cant
could not conceal the missionaries as being the
ideologists of commercial interests. The Tai-
pings were exploited and adulated by the alien
capitalist predators and their missionary trou-
badours as long as it was in their interests to
do so.

After extorting their privileges from the Man-
chus—by the Treaties ot Tientsin and Peking in
1858 and 1860, the United Kingdom and its
fellow exploiters departed from the neutral pose.
Full-throatedly the missionaries now joined the
chorus of the counter-revolution and it required
few refurbished rationalisations to effectuate
such a shift.

As long as the Taiping revolution clung to
the southern provinces of Kwangsi and Kwang-
tung, encroachments on foreign trade were peri-
pheral; but when the rebels moved to occupy
Shanghai—the bastion of compradors and white
man’s capitalism—the Taipings were branded as
criminals, bandits, rapists who bandied their
species of Christianity as a propellant to power,
since, in the opinion of their clerical class ene-
mies, they had become ‘iconoclastic warriors,
adopting some of the externals of Christianity
and inscribing on their blood-stained banners
the emblems of a religion of mercy and peace.’

As foreign intervention against the Taipings
mounted in intensity the voice of god-power
and that of gun-power became identical. In
1862, a leading British missionary noted that ‘it
would be for the interest of commerce and the
gospel to break the Taiping power upon the
sea coast and the Yangtze River and never allow
them to hold any place within the gunshot of
navigable stream . . .’ Such a view was not
incompatible with white man’s Christianity
since Sir John Bowring, himsclf one of the top
China hands in Nanking, a leading free trader
and a missionary, had declared in the 1840s:
‘Tesus Christ is free trade; free trade is Jesus
Christ.” The circle had been squared. It was
not the first time that foreign interveationism
would use religion to shore up its interest
against a revolutionary force (even if that re-
volutionary force had initially embraced the
same ideology); and it would not be the last.

Christopher Collingwood

The obscenities of missionary ideology were
forcibly different between the British and
American and French and German. The
Japanese war criminal, Tojo, was to sum-
marise the situation succinctly several decades
later in the 1930s: “We have conquered China
and we intend to maintain that conquest in
order to widen the market for Japanese goods.
We do not require missionaries as others do to
assist us in the job. We need bayonets. And
on bayonets we count.” The doctrinal leitmotifs
running through all the Christian missions in
China was identical, namely the disparagement
of China’s traditions and a racialist contempt
for the Chinese people.

Divergences there were of a scriptural na-
ture, but they were at one with their Govern-
ments for pushing the effete Manchu dynasty
to major treaty revisions, All missionary ideo-
logists recognised themselves as having an exis-
tence organically related to the occupying forces
within China, After the counter-revolutionary
violence had been consumated in the sixties a
French Jesuit declared: ‘Better & thousand Man-
chus than a single red Taiping’, a masterly com-
ment on both the nature of the struggle and
the identification of the forces at play.

France, the United Kingdom and the US
acted jointly to compel China to a treaty revi-
sion. “The three powers looked forward,” writes
Teng, ‘to obtain a good many privileges which
included access to the entire interior of the Chi-
nese cmpire, permission to use the Yangtze River
for steam navigation, the opening of Nanking
and Chinkiang as treaty ports, the legalisation
of the opium trade, the abolition of inland tran-
sit dues . . .’ But this was merely the open-
ing of the wedge., With swift reptilian rapacity
the dismemberment of China moved apace, in-
cluding Tzarist aggrandisements which, up to
the present, have not yet been repudiated by
the Tzar’s successors.

Foreign interventionism was unified in all its
stratagems of pitting the Manchus against the
Taipings and maximising their gains in the
civil war; but ineluctably were led to savage
each other in the process. The British military
accused the French of looting and pillaging art
objects from the Summer Palace in Peking,
which the French dutifully acknowledged to be
truc but countercharged that the British had
done the same thing. The leader of the Bri-
tish terrorists was Lord Elgin, precisely the
same Elgin who had earlier removed thousands
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of picces of statuary from Greece to Britain,
most of which he was to sell on the London
market, then offering a few choice pieces to
the British museum as proof of his philanthropy.

Baron Gros had charged that Lord Elgin had
ordered the burning of the Summer Palace on
October 18, 1860. ‘To Elgin this decision was
a means of striking a blow at “the pride” of
the emperor.” Elgin, Gros said, ‘followed
“torch in hand, a path along which I neither
want nor can accompany him” and wondered
whether Elgin’s objectives were to provoke the
fall of the Manchu dynasty to the profit of the
Taipings?’ It was a fatuous question since the
British like the French and the Americans and
the Russians used a panoply of different strata-
gems in their rape of China.

Nowhere were diplomatic ruse, chicanery and
veiled threats used more potently than by
Tzarist Russia. Huge tracts of China fell into
the Russian grab bag by the treaty of Novem-
ber 14, 1860, which gave TZzarism the Mari-
time territory: an area of 72,877 square miles,
a chunk of territory as large as Korea (includ-
ing the port of Vladivostok). To this annexa-
tion was superimposed the extra-territorial pri-
vileges in Mongolia and Sinkiang and duty-free
trade at the Russo-Chinese frontier.

The extermination of tens of thousands of
Taipings and innocent men, women and chil-
dren joined to an institutional racism was now
openly proclaimed. Increasingly, the Chinese
were now referred to as ‘an inferior race of
malleable orientals’, to use the debased coinage
of The Economist in the 1860s. In his Shang-
hai diary of 1853 the Russian novelist Gon-
charov sadly relates the following incident: “We
strolled along the street and ahead of us there
was a Chinese who didn’t notice us and who
failed to move to the side of the road. Stokes
(an English official) without ceremony grabbed
him by the hair and threw him to the side of
the road.” Extermination and racial humiliation
of the ‘yellow niggers’, to use the picturesque
turn of phrase of a British viceroy in India,
were different faces of the same coin.

As early as 1854, Sir John Bowring describ-
ed the Taiping revolutjon ‘as a disorganising and
destroying influence which is everywhere under-
mining authority, but which seems to furnish
few materials for the establishment of order and
good government.” When interventionism be-
came the unveiled juggernaut, the British, the
French and the American and Manchu colla-
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borators ‘wiped out’, according to British parlia-
mentary papers of 1857, ‘more than one million
innocent lives in Kwangtung’ and ‘saved’
Canton.

The militarist puppet governor Yeh Ming-
ch’en noted that ‘the numbers executed by his
order were over 100,000. Yeh could never
have organised this massive genocidal act with-
out the underpinning of the Franco-British inter-
ventionists. Such acts moved hand in hand
with the sharpened internal economic colonisa-
tion of China through such agencies as the
Chinese Maritime Customs Service, which con-
ferred on the alien absolutists the rights to ap-
propriate and ‘administer’ customs duties.

For such colonisation to be effective internal
collaborators that were the stock in trade of
colonial power relations were imperative. And
the Manchus filled that job. On March 22,
1862, the North China Herald, the spokesman
of white man’s capitalism and the missionary
ideologists, jubilantly proclaimed:

While the representatives of Great Britain
and France, and the naval and military com-
manders of these Treaty Powers in China,
have not only withdrawn their sympathy from
the Taipings, but actively cooperated with
the imperialists (i.e. the Manchus) in trying
to crush the rebeliion, it is satisfactory to
learn thar the foreign relations of the Gov-
ernment are daily becoming more friendly
and sincere. . . . As Prince Kung, who is fa-
vourable to foreign interests, has been restor-
ed to power, we have every reason to believe
that ar no period in the history of this empire
.« . has the representative of foreign nations
possessed greater influence at the Court of
Peking than the British and French minis-
ters do ar the present time.

But this was a Victorian pipe-dream for there
could be no ‘harmony’ under such forms of ex-
ploitation.  Although several decades were to
pass (and which witnessed the pyramiding of a
new consciousness) before the resurrection of
the New China orbited a new epoch in human
history, the antagonisms between the predator
powers continued within China, as well as
rising in crescendo from the eighties onwards.
The crushing of the Taiping revolution did not
stop these antagonisms; they exacerbated them
and ended China’s isolation and in the process
smashed the vestiges of its mediaevalism.

The major interventionist jackals: the UK,
USA, France and Tzarist Russia (later to be
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joined by Germany and Japan) continued to
tear into the vitals of each other. Such was
the profile of modern China.

The first Chinese republic, born in 1911
(inspired by the Boxer upsurge at the end of
the century and the abortive Taiping revolu-
tion) was separated from the imperialist holo-
caust of 1914-1918 by a mere threc years. It
was precisely the bloodbath of those four years
that was to sow the further seeds of the libera-
tion movement that followed 1918. No where
was the drama of the unfolding of this event
more  vividly described than by William
Burghardt du Bois—the great American negro
scholar—in 1919;

The world war was primarily the jealous
and avaricious struggle for the largest share
in exploiting darker races. As such it is and
must be but the prelude to the armed and
indignant protests of these despised and raped
peoples . . . China is raising her half mana-
cled hands, India is writhing for freedom,
Egypt is sullently juttering, the negroes af
South and West Africa, of the West Indies
and of the United States are just awakening

Christopher Collingwood

to their shameful slavery. Is then this war
the end of wars? Can it be the end, so long
as sits enthroned, even in the souls of those
who cry peace, the despising and robbing of
darker peoples? If Europe hugs this delu-
sion, then this is not the end of world war—
it is but the beginning.

The Taiping Rebellion contributed to the
disintegration of white man’s capitalism, much
the same as in our time the revolution in Indo-
china has contributed to bleed American
fascism. In this historic context the Taiping
revolution becomes one of the milestones of con-
temporary history—preceding the Paris Com-
mune by a narrow stretch of years.

Teng’s volume contains serious flaws based
on his eclectic approach to historical change,
as when he makes occasional references to the
‘gencrosity’ of the Western predators and the
‘totalitarian’ social engineering of the Taipings.
Yet, despite these very serious shortfalls, the
book constitutes an important source of docu-
mentation, which is coherently stitched together.
It deserves a large readership.

Christopher Collingwood




ON MANY HORIZONS

Acupuncture Used on Animals

The Peking Municipal Veterinary Hospital
and the army horse disease prevention and
treatment centre of the Peking units of the
Chinese People’s Liberation Army have used
acupuncture anaesthesia over the past two years
for operations on the chest, neck, limbs and
other parts of the body of 360 horses, mules,
donkeys, cattle and pigs, and achieved a 95
per cent success rate.

Acupuncture anaesthesia induces analgesis
and to a certain extent, readjusts the functioning
of the organs of the ailing animals. Therefore
it can deal with the acute pain and physiclogical
disorder acompanying surgery and ensure a
smooth operation.

This method is particularly effective for seri-
ously ill animals with irregular heart beat that
cannot be anaesthetised. Such operations have
none of the side effects caused by anaesthetics
and usually require only simple electric anaes-
thetic apparatus which is easy to handle.

The success of acupuncture anaesthesia to
animals is also of important theoretical signi-
ficance. Some people assert that it is man’s
consciousness that operates in the effectiveness
of acupuncture anaesthesia. But animals can
give the veterinarian no conscious cooperation.

Hsinhua, Peking, 11 October

Paradise for Going High

The Defence Department reported yesterday
a five-fold increase in the use of heroin and
other hard drugs among the 45,000 US service-
men in Thailand.

Dr Richard S. Wilbur, the department’s
chief medical oflicer, attributed the higher rate
to the larger troop population, better techniques
for detecting heroin use and the availability of
drugs in Thailand where he said they are easier
to obtain than in Vietnam.

AP, Washington, 13 October

Right Foot Grafted on Left Leg

A young peasant woman (29-year-old Tsui
Wen-chih) who lost both feet in an accident can
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news and views

now walk with one transplanted foot of her
own plus an artificial leg, thanks to a successful
operation by surgeons of two Peking hospitals.
Her right foot, severed from her smashed right
lower leg, was transplanted to her left leg be-
low the ankle. After nine months of treatment,
the patient can now walk up and down the
stairs and stroll in the park.

A recent examination shows that the trans-
planted foot has normal blood circulation and
the rejoined bones, tendons and nerves are grow-
ing well. The foot shows fairly good recovery
of function and the sole can sense elevation,
cold and warmth and the consistence of ob-
jects it touches.

Hsinhua, Pcking, 18 October

New Styptic

A new-type medicine to stop bleeding was
recently made by an army hospital in East
China. The styptic which can also alleviate pain
and combat infection has been popularised in
other hospitals of the country. It has been g7
per cent effective in 1,703 cases.

This styptic is suitable for injuries of tissues
and internal organs resulting from operations.
It is especially effective in checking bleeding
that cannot be managed by electric cautery,
suturing and ligating as well as in checking
extensive oozing of blood. Persistent nose
bleeds and other severe cases have been cured.
When a styptic plug was applied, a patient whose
foot had been pierced through by a bamboo
spike stopped bleeding at once. When a pati-
ent’s liver ruptured, bleeding was arrested three
minutes after styptic powder was applied to the
wound. The styptic is convenient to carry, store
and use.

Hsinhua, Nanking, 2% October

Asian Population in 2000

Despite intensive family planning measures,
Asia’s population in the year 2000 will be
3,778 million. This is more than the total
world population today, which is in the region
of 3,635.2 million.

The grim forecast comes from the Economic
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Commission for Asia and the Far East (Ecafe)

which undertook a study of emerging popula-

tion patterns for the Ecafe region, stretching
from Iran to Japan.

The Asian,

Hongkong, 29 Octcber

Life in Smith’s Jails

Political prisoners of the illegal Smith
regime in Rhodesia are being held in close con-
finement and without proper food, clothes and
bedding, according to a letter smuggled out
of a Salisbury jail.

The letter, signed by 34 detainces, mostly
members of the banned African National Party
Zanu, reveals that the men are kept on ‘Scale
3 of the Rhodesian penal code—the lowest
scale.

This means they are not allowed spoons,
towels, pillows, boots, toothbushes and tooth-
paste. They must wear shorts all the year round,
despite the cold winter, and their mail is heavily
censored. Their food, says the letter, is ‘ex-
ceedingly poor, always deliberately badly cooked
and consequently unfit for human consumption.’

The Asian,
Hongkong, 5 November

The Mood in Taiwan

Several days of conversations with Chinese
Nationalist officials and foreign diplomats here
produced predictions for the future that ranged
from forced optimism to open, if privately ex-
pressed, pessimism. Bacause the issue is so
sensitive politically, all of them asked not to
be identified.

The word that fell most often from every-
one’s lips was ‘survival.” The mood, in general,
was a mixture of fatalism, stubborn resistance
to the realities of international politics, fear of
political unrest on the island, bravado and
genuine determination to plug ahead.

New York Times Service,
Taipei, Taiwan, 6 November

Skull 2,500,000 Years Old

(A human skull was excavated at Lake
Rudolph, north Kenya, late September this year
by a young English anthropologist named Ric-
hard Leakey, according to reports in British
newspapers.—Ed.)

So far, the newly discovered man has no

name, only a number—‘1470 Man’ The
number is a catalogue reference of the Kenya
National Muscums, of which Richard is the
director.

1470 Man is remarkable not only for being
the carliest hominid fossil yet discovered—more
than 2,500,000 years old. It also involves re-
vision of existing theories of man’s early deve-
lopment.

Sunday Times,

London, 12 November

They Live in Dignity

The question a traveller back from Peking is
asked most frequently is ‘“What do you really
think of China?’

You sense an odd hope that your reply will
be belittling.

In my (William Hill’s) case, I'll never belit-
tle. Onefourth of the world’s population lives
in the People’s Republic of China, a country
not much larger than the United States.

So far as a Westerner can discern in 23 days
of observation, they live—amid poor economic
circumstances—with dignity, integrity and as
much happiness as you see in America.

As one of the editors in our party remarked,
“The Chinese, having little, appear to have
everything.’

‘But weren’t you shown only the good side
of Chinese life?’ someone asks. ‘Wasn't every-
thing tailored to give you a favourable impres-
sion?’

Of course they showed us the good things,
but we saw shabby things too, and we always
had more freedom of choice than I had antici-
pated.

Perhaps the greatest thing about today’s Chi-
nese is their basic goodness, showing itself in
kindness, unfailing courtesy, and dependability
in big and little things.

New York Times Service,
Washington, 12 November

Mice Race Down Under

Australians, they say, will gamble on any-
thing, and to prove it a local yacht club is to
stage a race meeting—with mice.

Judges, stewards and a commentator have
been appointed and a six-foot long ten-lane track
has been built for the ‘Sun City Stakes’ to be
held on Saturday.



The runners will not be your ordinary, com-
mon or garden mice, but thoroughbreds.

Reuter, Perth, 16 November

Hair Tragedy

Koh Tze Jin, 19, a worker in the govern-
ment-owned Sembawang shipyard, was suspend-
ed for a day for having long hair. That evening
he shaved himself bald.

On his return to work on Tuesday he was
suspended for a week without pay. ‘My bald-
ness was interpreted as a form of protest,’” he
told newsmen.

Koh denied he had shaved his head as a
form of protest. ‘I chose to shave my head as
it is cheaper than frequent trimmings and cool-
er,” he said.

Two hundred colleagues of Koh thought the
management action was unjustified and held a
lunch hour sitin yesterday in protest.

A company spokesman said: ‘It is not nice
for a young man to go around bald, and invite
stares and jokes that would distract other ship-
yard workers.’

AP, Singapore, 16 November

The Popular Couple

Tokyo’s Ueno Zoo today installed special
telephones to handle a flood of public inquiries
about a pair of giant pandas presented to Japan
by China earlier this month.

A spckesman said the zoo was receiving
about 700 calls a day about the young male
and female, Lanlan and Kangkang.

Reuter, Tokyo, 1% November

Poverty Abolished for the 56th Time

Indian Prime Minister Indira Gandhi enters
her 56th year with her country facing a serious
economic crisis which it is feared can only
deepen in the months to come.

Her birthday was declared ‘Garibi Hatao” or
‘abolish poverty’ day.

But heavy food losses caused by floods in
some areas and drought in others have sent
prices soaring. And industrialists, complaining
of the lack of a clearcut government policy on
the role of private industry, have held back on
investment. So production has stagnated, caus-
ing unemployment and shortfalls in exports.

Reuter, New Delhi, 19 November
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LSD in Russta

Soviet police have uncovered a group of
scientists who were manufacturing narcotics,
reportedly LSD, reliable sources here report.

The scientists, all working in an institute
under the powerful Soviet Academy of Science,
may have been discovered when an unhappy user
of their product reported them to authorities,
the sources said.

An investigation is still under way. Already,
one man has been arrested and 2.2 pounds of
narcotics has been seized at the Institute of
Natural Compounds (INC) in Moscow.

Hongkong Standard,
Hongkong, 20 November

Israel Comes First

Israel spent more money per citizen on
‘defence’ than any other country in the world—
US$477 for every man, woman and child in
Israel in 1970.

The United States was second, spending
US$379 per person in 1970, the Soviet Union
third at US$270 and Sweden fourth at
US$139.

These statistics were contained in a document
called World Military Expenditures, in which
the US Arms Control and Disarmament Agen-
cy compiled figures on military spending round
the world.

UPI, Washington, 27 November

Majority’s Wish

The overwhelming majority of Tokyo resi-
dents oppose the continued presence of US
military bases in the area, the Tokyo Metropoli-
tan Government reported today.

The government said a random survey of
1,450 residents showed 83 per cent
wanted the bases removed and only 3.5 per
cent thought they should remain.

Reuter, Tokyo, 27 November

Starry-Eyed Unwanted

Tourists be warned: Singapore immigration
officials will not only be looking for unkempt
long hair soon but also for those with a glazed
look in their eyes.

Newly proposed laws being introduced in
Parliament will enable officials to insist that
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foreigners arriving by land, sea or air undergo
a urine test if they are suspected of taking
drugs.

Stiffer regulations are being imposed to en-
sure that Singapore’s socicty, which is also
rapidly becoming comparatively affluent, will
not adopt Western permissiveness.

AP, Singapore, 29 November

A Chat between Khrushchov and
Malinovsky

(At a banquet in Vlora to celebrate the 6oth
anniversary of the independence of Albania and
the 28th anniversary of her liberation), Enver
Hoxha said, “This heroic Vlora saw Khrushchov
too. When this renegade to Marxism-Leninism
was found before the magnificent Vlera Bay,
he was amazed and in an instant I heard his
collaborator Malinovsky whispering to him:
“You understand Nikita Sergeevich, with the
missiles from Berlin and East Germany, we
can now hit Gibraltar, while from Vleora Bay
we have in the palm of our hand all the Medi-
terrancan’’.  They had in the palm of their
hands the wind, because our Party and Govern-
ment destroyed their plans. Never will Vlora
be in the hands of the foreigners. The same
Malinovsky said again to Khrushchov in Butrint:
*“This is a beautiful lake. If the coast of the
sea is breached through here, near-by a magni-
ficent submarine base could be built and then
Greece, too, would be ours.”” T got shivers and
I remembered that dark night in Tirana, when
together with Vasil Shanto, we plastered the
posters “‘Down with Italian fascism. Long
live the fraternal Greek people fighting for
freedom . . . 7’ No, our Party and Government
would never allow that from the country of
olives the fraternal Greek people receive the
evill’

Hsinhua, Tirana, 29 November

Anti-pollution in Tokyo

A Japanese veterinarian is making his own
contribution to reduce air pollution in Tokyo.
He is riding around on a donkey instead of
his car.

Beside, Dr Teruo Iwamoto, 43, explains: ‘In

heavy traffic, it is faster to get around on a
donkey than a car.’

Dr Iwamoto says there is one disadvantage:
Donkey feed is more expensive than petrol. He
still has his car and is undecided what to do
with it.

UPI, Tokyo, 4 December

No ‘Wogs’

The Acting Prime Minister, Dr Goh Keng
Swee, warned of the danger of Singapore be-
coming a nation of “Western Oriental gentle-
men’ or “Wogs’ for short.

Speaking at a dinner party at a People’s
Theatre fund-raising campaign, Dr Goh said,
‘When the British governed India, the British
civil servants were contemptuous of English-
educated Indians who disowned their Indian
identity and values.

They called them ‘Western Oriential gentle-
men’ or ‘Wogs.’

Somt time ago, he said, the Prime Minister
warned Singaporeans against the danger of an
education exclusively in the English language.
The end product is often a Caribbean-type of
person with no roots in the past.

UPI, Singapore, 11 December

Concerning Drugs

China wants to help eradicate Hongkong’s
massive drug dilemma.

This was disclosed yesterday by Hongkong’s
first Commissioner of Narcotics, Mr Norman
Rolph.

‘There are indications that China is interested
in aiding the community,” he said in an exclu-
sive interview, ‘and she will probably play an
active part in eradicating the drug trafhc.’

Concerning allegations that China is pumping
opium and heroin into Hongkong, the Com-
missioner said: ‘All evidence is to the contrary,’
adding that ‘such things are probably said by
people of an opposite political background who
do it as a sort of smear.’

Hongkong Standard,
Hongkong, 13 December
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COMMODITIES LIST : porcelain ware all-wool carpets, rosewood furniture,
silk & brocade, palace lantern, paintings,
lacquer ware jewellery, colligraphyscrolls,
cloisonne ware, ivory & jode carving,

fur & drawn work etc

CHUNGC KIU

chinese arts & crafts centre
528-532 NATHAN ROAD, KOWLOON TEL: K-302351 CABLE:'KIUBRANCH'
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CHINESE ARTS & CRAFTS (H.K)LTD.

Leading Dealers & Exporters

of -
Chinese Objets d'Art & Haondicrafts
Jade Carving, Jewelleries Furniture,
Carpets, Lacquer Ware, Lingeries,

Table Cloth, Silk Brocades, etc.

Galleries: Star House, Kowloon
Shell House, Hong Kong
Cable Address: “CRAFTS”. P.O.Box 13897




Have

monthly review

regularly by subscribing to it either with us or with our agents:

AUSTRALIA

ANGUS & ROBERTSON LTD.,
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CANADA

CHINA ARTS & CRAFTS LTD.,

33 East Hastings St., Vancouver 4, B.C.

S.C.M. BOOK ROOM,

333 Bloor Street West, Toronto 5, Ontario.

WM. DAWSON SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE LTD.,
Six Thorncliffe Park Drive, Toronto 17.

CEYLON
THE CEYLON EDUCATIONAL SERVICE,
44, Dharmapala Mawarta, Colombo 7.

DENMARK
TYSK BOGIMPORT,
Vester Voldgade 83, DK-1552 Copenhagen.

ENGLAND

BANNER BOOKS AND CRAFTS,

9o Camden High Street, London N.W.1

BLACKWELL’S,

Oxenford House, Magdalen Street, Oxford.

CENTRAL BOOKS LTD.,

37 Grays Inn Road, London, W.C.1.
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40 Great Russell Street, London, W.C. 1.

COLLET’S HOLDINGS LTD.,

Denington Estate, London Road, Wellingborough,
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COLLET’S LONDON BOOKSHOP,

66 Charing Cross Road, London, W.C. 2.

EDW. G. ALLEN & SONS LTD.,

10/14 Grape Street, Shaftesbury Avenue London,
W.C. 2.

GORDON & GOTCH, LTD.,

75-79, Farringdon Street, London, E.C. 4.

WM. DAWSON & SONS LTD.,

Cannon House, Macklin Street, London W.C. 2.

W. HEFFER & SONS LTD.,

3-4 Petty Cury, Cambridge.

SACU,

24 Warren Street, London WiP s5DG.

FRANCE

DAWSON-FRANCE,

B.P. 40, g1-Palaiseau.

LIBRAIRIE LE PHENIX,

72, boulevard de Sebastopol,” Paris 3e.

LA JOIE DE LIRE.,

40, rue Saint-Séverin, Paris se.
HONGKONG

APOLLO BOOK CO.,

27 Kimberley Road, Kowloon.

CHIAO LIU PUBLICATION SERVICE,
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HONGKONG BOOK CENTRE,

25 Des Voeux Road, C.
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PEACE BOOK COMPANY,
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SWINDON BOOK CO.,

64 Nathan Road, Kowloon.

UNIVERSAL BOOK CO.,
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NATIONAL BOOK AGENCY PRIVATE L1D.,
12 Bankim Chatterjec Strect, Calcutta 12.
INTERNATIONAL BOOK HOUSE,
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JAPAN

JAPAN PUBLICATIONS TRADING CO., LTD.,
P.O. Box 35030, Tokyo International, Tokyo.
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MACAU

SING KWONG BOOK STORE,
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THE STUDENTS' BOOK CLUB,
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THE NETHERLANDS
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R. HILL & SON LTD.,
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Box 6140, Oslo 6.
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EREHWON BOOKSHOP,
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PHILIPPINE EDUCATION CO. INC.,
P.O. Box 706, Makati Comm. Center, Rizal.

PAKISTAN

IDEAL BOOK HOUSE,
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SWEDEN
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DANELIUS BOKHANDEL.

Husargat. 41 A. 411, 22 Goteborg. Sweden.
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