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New Year Address
[Excerpt]

January 1, 1972

Comrades, the aspirations of the entire people in north and
south Korea for peaceful reunification are growing more
than ever today. At Panmunjom representatives of the north and
south Korean Red Cross organizations met for the first time in
the 26 years after liberation to discuss the important question of
alleviating the distress of our fellow countrymen living separated
from each other in the north and the south. The entire people in
north and south Korea are very glad that such contact between the
north and the south has been materialized, though belatedly, and
are unanimous in expressing the hope that the talks pave the sure
way for pulling down the barriers between the north and the south
and materializing the peaceful reunification of the country.
Precisely at this juncture the reactionaries and rulers in south
Korea have proclaimed the so-called state of emergency, pleading
the non-existent ‘‘threat of aggression from the north’’ as their
excuse, and have gone into fascist tyranny against the south
Korean people. Those bandits are fabricating all sorts of notori-
ous fascist laws every day, suppressing all the elementary demo-
cratic liberties such as of speech, the press, assembly and
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Answers to the Questions
Raised by L’Unita, Organ
of the Italian Communist
Party [Excerpt]

January 29, 1974

uestion: One year ago we heard with a great hope that an
agreement was reached between the two parts of Korea on
peacefully reunifying the country, free from interference of
outside forces. But, later we learned that new difficulties
cropped up in its way.
Will you please tell us what these difficulties are and how they
can be overcome?

Answer: In 1972 a North-South Joint Statement whose key-
note is the three principles of independence, peaceful reunifica-
fion and great national unity put forward by our Party, was
made public in our country as a result of the dialogue held
between the north and south. This was a big advance in the
struggle of our people for the independent, peaceful reunifica-
tion of their fatherland. The people throughout the world, to say
nothing of the entire Korean people in the north and the south,
rejoiced and warmly hailed it.

After the announcement of the North-South Joint Statement
we made every possible effort to put it into practice and achieve
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