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A strange justice that is bounded by a river! Can any-

thing be more ridiculous than that a man should have the

right to kill me because he lives on the other side . . .
—BLAISE PASCAL, Pensées

Men will not receive the truth from their enemies and it
is very seldom offered to them by their friends; on this very
account I have frankly uttered it.

Placed between the conflicting opinions that divide my
countrymen, I have endeavored for the time to stifle in my
own bosom the sympathy or the aversion that I felt for
either . . .

The subject that I wished to cover by my investigations is

immense, for it includes most of the feelings and opinions

produced by the new condition of the world’s affairs. Such

a subject certainly exceeds my strength, and in the treat-
ment of it I have not been able to satisfy myself.

~ ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE, preface to

Democracy in America, Volume 1t



To Bennett Cerf, Donald Klopfer, Mao Tse-
tung, Chou En-lai, Rewi Alley, and Gardner
Cowles, who helped make it possible for me to
return to Ching.

And to countless Chinese, Americans and
Europeans who contributed in various ways to
this report - for which no one is responsible
except the facts and myself.
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A Note on Chinese Pronunciation

IT is not necessary to strangle over the pronunciation of Chinese
names if one observes a few simple rules in the rather arbitrary but
workable Wade-Giles system of transliteration (romanization) of
the language into English. Each Chinese character represents only
one sound and homonyms are innumerable, Chinese is monosyl-
labic, but combinations of characters in the spoken language may
form a single idea or equivalent of one foreign word and thus in a
sense the spoken language is polysyllabic. Chinese surnames come
first, given names (usually two words) follow, as in Teng Hsiao-
p'ing. Aspirates are represented in this book by apostrophes; they
indicate a soft consonantal sound. Examples :

Chi (as in Chi Chao-t'ing) is pronounced ‘Gee’, but Ch’i (as in Liu
Shao-ch'i) sounds like ‘Chee’. Ch'in is exactly our ‘chin’.

Chu is roughly like ‘Jew’, as in Chu Teh (Jew Duhr), but Ch'u
equals ‘Chew’.

Tsung is ‘dzung’; ts'ung with the ‘ts’ as in ‘Patsy’.

Tai is our word sound ‘die’; Tai — ‘tie’.

Pai is ‘buy’ and P’ai is ‘pie’.

Kung is like ‘Gung’ (-a Din); K'ung with the ‘K’ as in ‘kind’.

] is the equivalent of ‘¥’ but roll it, as rrrun.

H before an s, as in hsi, is the equivalent of an aspirate but is often
dropped, as in Sian for Hsian.

Single Chinese words are always pronounced as monosyllables.
Thus Chiang is not ‘Chee-yi-ang’ but a single sound, ‘Geeang’. Mao
is not ‘may-ow’ but pronounced like a cat’s ‘miaow’ without the ‘1.
Chou En-lai is ‘Joe Un-lie’ but the last syllable of his wife’s given
name, Ying-ch’ao, sounds like ‘chow’.

Vowels in Chinese are generally short or medium, not long and
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30 Introduction

only momentary. That one form of dictatorship or authoritarianism
should replace an existing one, however, in a nation which has
never known a democratic or free choice between the status quo
and a legal opposition, cannot be said to threaten to rob people of
any treasure they already possess. It is therefore not a new evil but
an old one in a different and lesser or greater degree. China is such
a country. Behind its revolutionary choice of today lie reasons of
history quite unlike those which made the United States and
Western Europe. '

We need not believe that Chinese history or its present political
products are valid for export in order to give them a fair and realis-
tic examination in their own environment. My purpose is to see
why and how this particular government came to be in this par-
ticular country, and whether its dictatorial power is being used for
any more enlightened aims and results than the dictatorship which
it overthrew.



Brief passages of new writing have been inserted
in the original text, mainly where I have felt it
necessary to clarify, or to eliminate anachronisms.
Occasional footnotes have been added (1970) for
the same reasons. I have made many abridgments
and some complete deletions of obsolete material,
including several whole chapters and some of the
end-of-book documentation, notes, and appendices,
all of which may, of course, be consulted in the
original edition.

In a new preface, ‘China in the 1970s’, I have
further attempted to bring this edition abreast of
the time present. Does the book now serve as a
useful record of China of the 1950s and the 1960s,
on which tomorrow’s China must arise? I should
like to think so. But again I am reminded of de
Tocqueville’s words, that ‘the subject certainly ex-
ceeds my strength, and in the treatment of it T

have been unable to satisfy myself.”
E.S.



























Part One
REDISCOVERING CHINA

0.5.R.-3



AFTER I had been in China four months I spent an evening with a
Very High Official. He was an old acquaintance and we spoke off the
record. He asked what my impressions were and I mentioned several
aspects of China’s material and cultural progress.

‘But that's only a bird’s-eye view of the surface of things,’ I said. ‘T
would have to get a lot closer down to go in deeper than that. What
seems obvious is that China is no longer a backward country.’

“You are mistaken,” he said. ‘China is still a backward country. It is
true that China is in better condition than it was under Chiang Kai-shek,
but that is not saying much. The old China could hardly have been
worse; some improvement was inevitable. The big change is in the
people. I believe they have changed fundamentally for the better. But if
we speak of economic progress we can only say that China has laid the
foundations for fundamental change. We have enormous difficulties to
overcome before we can call ourselves a forward nation.’






























54 Rediscovering China

Hotel in the ‘preliberation” days. I managed a bit of local dialect
and he responded cheerfully, to ask me how I liked ‘new’ Peking.

‘It’s cleaner, more modern, more beautiful,’ I said. ‘It also seems
very quiet.’

‘Quiet? Yes, I know what you mean.’ He laughed over his
shoulder. ‘People are quiet — but the radio isn’t quiet !’

I asked him how things were with him and he said ‘Ma-ma hu-
hw’, meaning so-so. Then he added, ‘T couldn’t afford a wife in the
old days. Now I have a wife who makes a few yuan in the com-
mune [kungsheh] factory. Our daughter works in a nursery
[t’ou ehr-so]. Who ever heard of a nursery in the old days!”

He went on to say that he hadn’t been able to work much lately.
He was fifty-eight and he had a back ailment for which he regu-
larly took acupuncture (hsia chen pien) treatments free of charge;
for he belonged to a union now.

‘If only we had more to eat; the imperialists - he muttered. ‘Nin
shih na-i-kuo jen?” (What nationality are you?) he suddenly called
back.

‘I'm an American,’ I answered.

He repeated his question and I my answer.

‘Shuo 1il’ (Speak reasonably I) He turned, and seeing that I was
serious he then pumped on in silence,

At the end of our trip I paid him the small regulation fare, which
he accepted politely. “Truly an American?’ I nodded. He smiled,
wagged his head and pedaled off.























































































Steel in Mongolia 83

drowsily about how this city of more than a million new inhabi-
tants, dropped suddenly on a relatively backward agricultural base,
would be fed. The mayor had said the region could not meet sixty
percent of its grain requirements. From how far away would come
the needed supply of at least 500 tons a day? What about other
mushrooming cities along this same railway stretching westward
to Sinkiang and southward to Lanchow - fifteen to twenty million
people probably also tight on food? The new single-track railway
was hardly adequate even to carry vital industrial materials and
products. Imbalances between the demands of a rapid urbanization
and industrialization and the supply and transport capabilities of
the grain-rich plains and valleys of central China to meet them were
certain to develop, it seemed to me.















88 Rediscovering China

In Pai Yun, I had to solve the problem by bringing up an ex-
traneous matter, the reasons for the problem of overproduction of
food in the United States as compared with the current underpro-
duction in China. My hosts were very much interested in what I
had to say about the stupidity of the American solution - to sub-
sidize farmers to grow less grain. The reasons why China could not
subsidize farmers to grow more grain were of course well under-
stood by them - if not yet by me. It was then possible to conclude
dinner satisfactorily after I proposed a toast made to me by an old
veteran on a collective farm I once visited in Russia.

‘To the triumph,” he had said, ‘of all that is good in man !”

‘Kan-peil’ (Bottoms up !) we all said.





















Mongol Commune 95

‘More or less.’

‘But we didn’t see that many.’

‘Do you want to count all the bloody livestock in the commune ?’

No. If some refugee in Hongkong wrote a story saying there
were no horses or sheep in Mongolia I could tell you that he is mis-
taken. But suppose he said that there were half as many as last year
or that there were a million people in concentration camps here? I
could not disprove that. This does not necessarily show that you
can learn more in Hongkong than you can in China and Mongolia,
but it indicates the limits of education by travel.

Our visit had been so swift I had not really learned anything
about how a commune worked or didn’t work. I had permitted my
attention to be diverted by Mongol gastronomics. I determined to
reform.
























Aboard the Premier's Special Train 103

‘A good place to write a book,” said one of my hosts, smiling.

Adjoining the stateroom was a bathroom with green tile tub,
matching lavatories, and a glass-walled shower,

We went on to the observation section and more heavy carpets,
silk curtains, and handsomely walls. There was a buffet
and a bar, and the chairs and sofa were luxuriously u

As the train left noiselessly I searched for the haunted Fox Tower
near our old house, but that also had vanished in the maw of pro-
gress. | recognized few landmarks in this corner of the old capital
so familiar to me for five years; even the moat where farmers used
to bring their ducks for a morning swim was gone. | wondered what
had happened to Lao Chin, our last cook, and to Lao Han, our digni-
fied Manchu kuan shih-ti (major-domo), who had somewhat doubt-
fully shown into our house, that longago July day, a Chinese
woman wearing dark glasses and lon, hlk.&dvu'l'cng
Ying-ch'ao,

That was the July of the 1937 ‘“incident’ at Marco Polo Bridge,
of which the Japanese made a pretext to attack and occupy Peking,
an action whkrbepn the seven-year war. Teng Ying<ch'ao had
been living secretly in a temple in the Western Hills outside Peking,
convalescing from lung trouble acquired during the Long March,
of which she was one of only thirtyfive women survivors. Taken
by surprise when the Japanese surrounded the Western Hills, Mme
Chou had fled, in straw sandals and disguised as a peasant woman,
to reach the city just before the gates were closed,

I had met Teng Y ‘a0 in 1936, during my first trip to the
Red districts, and had to appreciate her as a highly culti-
vated and gifted woman - much wanted by the Nationalist police,
as well as the Japanese. And there she was, 3 year later, led to my
house by Chiang Hsiao-mei, the vivacious little wife of a friend of
mine named Hsu Pin, a professor in Peking, It was Hsu who had
given me a letter of introduction to Mao Tse-tung which I carried
into Red territory. Years ago [ described the circumstances of Mme
Chou's escape from Peking at a time when hundreds of Reds and
llledemmM'ﬂanhnbun"khm
As:[udpavmmuh!piﬂhplwnﬂonmdm
her and Chiang Hsiso-mei, ted as our family amahs,
through the Japanese blockade by a ‘ast train’ to Tientsin, and









106 Rediscovering China

‘What's the difference? Every good historian has to be a good
reporter, whether you begin with Thucydides or Ssu Ma-ch'ien.’
‘All the same, your visit cannot set any precedent for American
correspondents in general. We recognize you as a writer and 2
historian, not a correspondent.’
Historian, writer, correspondent, who cared? The story was the
thing. _
Having satisfied protocol, if that is the word, Chou picked up the
questions I had submitted to him and began our marathon inters
view. I soon understood that he had been quite serious about treats
ing me as a historian. Three hours later we had not got much
beyond history when our talk was interrupted. We had reached
Miyun. . ,
‘Don’t forget your camera,’ I was told as I left the train. I could
take all the pictures I wanted —but not as a correspondent.










































120 Rediscovering China

‘Hungry ?’ he asked me.

Here was at least one concrete matter we were able to settle at
once. | followed him into the dining car, where a table was set for
about twenty guests - and one historian.












124 Rediscovering China

Was that the essence of the reported disputes between the
USSR. and China over theoretical possibilities of coexistence
versus the ‘inevitability of war'? Would Premier Chou frankly
discuss a subject then filling the Western press with speculations?
Reaching for the improbable, I decided to jump across some of my
remaining questions when our interview was resumed.






















MAo TSE-TUNG on Leadership :

Of all things in the world people are the most important. We believe
that revolution can change everything and that before long there will
arise a new China with a big population and a great wealth of products,
where life will be abundant and culture will flourish.

It is necessary to consult the lower levels first. We should ‘not feel
ashamed to ask and learn from people below’ [Confucian Analects].
Be a pupil before you become a teacher. Listen also to the mistaken
views from below; it is wrong not to listen to them.

Learn to ‘play the piano’. In playing the piano all ten fingers are in
motion; it won’t do to move some fingers only and no others. But if all
ten fingers press down all at once, there is no melody.

‘Grasp firmly.” One cannot get a grip on something with an open
hand. When the hand is clenched as if grasping something but it is not
clenched tightly, there is still no grip.

Don't call a meeting if the preparations are not completed. Be concise
and to the point. Meetings also should not go on too long.

Pay attention to uniting and working with comrades who differ with
you ... [including] people outside the Party. There are some among
us who have made very serious mistakes; we should not be prejudiced
against them but should be ready to work with them.

Guard against arrogance. For anyone in a leading position this is a
matter of principle and an important condition for maintaining unity.

If [a person’s] achievements amount to seventy percent of the whole
and his shortcomings to only thirty percent then his work should in the
main be approved.

The ancients said, ‘The principle of Kings Wen and Wu was to



134 Where the Waves Beat

alternate tension with relaxation’ [Confucius, Book of Rites]. If a bow-
string is too taut it will snap.

We must firmly uphold the truth and truth requires a clear-cut stand,
A blunt knife draws no blood.

Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung, Volume v









The Big Chcmge el 137

amnanshnp of the Communist Party Central Comm;lttee the
important job in China. Until 1959 he was also Chairman of
eople’s Republic; officially, he retired in order to devote more
e to ‘questions of the direction, policy and line of the party and
state’, There were, it wﬂl be suggested later, other internal




















































154 Where the Waves Beat

could be attained by the party only through the urban working
class. Mao’s problem in semantics was one of loyally upholding
Moscow's infallibility, and maintaining an orthodox posture, while
the party in practice became almost solely dependent on the peasan-
try. This he managed to do by means of postulating the existence of
a ‘rural proletariat’ and a worker-peasant army under the leader-
ship of the Communist Party itself acting as the vanguard of the
true (urban) proletariat. That Mao was able to become an innova-
tor, in Stalin’s own time, without again being expelled as a heretic,
required great skill in dialectical polemics combined with the
ancient Chinese art of ‘appearing to move in a straight line while
actually taking a curve’. Whether Mao made ‘original contribu-
tions to Marxist theory” is consequently now a subject which en-
gages many Western scholars and historians in debates as hotly
fought as were past ecclesiastical arguments over the question,
‘How many angels can dance on the head of a needle?’*




























3 The Long March : 163
; Wu Meng's range rose, lowered, rippled,

- And green-tiered were the rounded steps of Wu Meng.

~ Warm-beating the Gold Sand River’s waves against the rocks,

~ And cold the iron chain spans of Tatu bridge.

- A thousand joyous li of freshening snow on Min Shan,

And then, the last pass vanquished, the Armies smiled.*

Peking today I found a whole floor in the newly opened Revolu-
Museum devoted to these exploits, now a part of the David
Goliath legends of the East. Every fifteen minutes, a huge map
hts up which traces each stage of the heroic route. A pony-tailed
1 guide stands before it and retells the story before yet another
ence of youths and wide-eyed tourists.
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Part Three
SOCIALIST CONSTRUCTION

0.S.R.— IO
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... IN fact, those two revolutions, the agricultural and the industrial-
scientific, are the only qualitative changes in social living that men
have ever known. . . . Industrialization is the only hope of the poor.
I use the word ‘hope’ in a crude and prosaic sense. ... It is all very well
for one, as a personal choice, to reject industrialization — do a modern
Walden, if you like, and if you go without much food, see most of your
children die in infancy, despise the comforts of literacy, accept twenty
years off your own life, then I respect you for the strength of your
aesthetic revulsion, ... But I don’t respect you in the slightest if, even
passively, you try to impose the same choice on others who are not free
to choose. In fact, we know what their choice would be. For, with
singular unanimity, in any country where they have had the chance, the
poor have walked off the land into the factories as fast as the factories
could take them. ...

For the task of totally industrializing a major country, as in China
today, it only takes will to train enough scientists and engineers and
technicians. Will, and quite a small number of years. There is no evi-
dence that any country or race is better than any other in scientific
teachability : there is a good deal of evidence that all are much alike. ...

Since the gap between the rich countries and the poor can be removed,
it will be. If we are short-sighted, inept, incapable either of good-will or
enlightened self-interest, then it may be removed to the accompaniment
of war and starvation : but removed it will be. ...

C.P.Snow, The Two Cultures and the Scientific
Revolution, Cambridge University Press, N.Y., 1959


















190 Socialist Construction

calculable amounts of time and money. Farther on I shall have more
to say about the meaning to China, in a year of catastrophic food
problems and imbalances between industrial demands and agricul-
tural output, of the withdrawal of Soviet technical assistance and
the denial of emergency aid, which put to the severest tests the
Chinese party’s faith in the creative energies of its own ‘greatest
asset’ — meaning, of course, the Chinese people, the true hero of
China’s first steel decade.
































































Yao Wei and Private Enterprise 211

 trialists, who received such payments from joint state-private

enterprises.

. ‘Excluding self-employed people, then,’ I said to Mr Yao, ‘China’s
ex-capitalists number about one million?’

‘Not “ex-capitalists” but real capitalists.’

Such they would nominally remain — providing some sort of
economic basis for the formal superstructure of a government which
continued to give nominal recognition to eight impotent ‘bourgeois-
democratic’ parties in affairs of state.*
~ From a humanitarian standpoint this was a harsh fate for some

- honest and industrious men who must have felt that their efforts
I were building up the country, much as Mr Paul Getty, the Rocke-

~ fellers, and most large and small capitalists believe. The elimina-
- tion of capitalists as ‘an unnecessary exploiting class’ was, how-
ever, the logical expectation following the victory of a revolution
~ committed to wholly socialist ownership — unless the leadership
 was to betray the ideology which brought it to power. The gradual
* liquidation of Chinese capitalism (as distinct from rural land-

- lordism) largely by political pressure rather than violence, left open
a way of reconciliation which preserved many skills needed by the
country. In some instances it may even have won genuinely en-
- thusiastic acceptance by ‘reformed’ capitalists able to sublimate
- personal interests to the Communist conception of the good of the
~ society as a whole.

* See pages 220-23.

































































































‘Ministry’ of Spare-Time Education 243
failure to satisfy certain of their demands for material benefits, of which
some should and could be met ... But a more important cause was
bureaucracy on the part of those in positions of leadership. In some
cases, responsibility for such bureaucratic mistakes should be placed on
the higher authorities, and those at the lower levels should not be made
to bear all the blame . .. In the same year, members of a small number
of agricultural cooperatives also created disturbances, and the main
causes were also bureaucracy on the part of the leadership and lack of
educational work among the masses . ..

The guiding spirits in disturbances [including strikes] should not be
removed from their jobs or expelled without good reason, except for those
who have committed criminal offences or active counterrevolutionaries
who should be dealt with according to law. In a big country like ours it
is mothing to get alarmed about if small numbers of people should create
disturbances; rather, we should turn such things to advantage to help
us get rid of bureaucracy.?
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From John D. to Acupuncture 311

some patients would express a preference for it, even if Dr Fei were
of another opinion. Who would decide the issue? I had penetrated,
if only slightly, into unresolved contradictions between partisans
of Han-yao and yang-yao, Chinese and foreign medicine.

My question had beaten a sparrow out of a tree but decent con-
sideration of my hosts required that I let it go. I changed the sub-
ject, to the evident relief of both doctors.
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concepts of correct relations between the rulers and the people had
survived the invasion of Marxist thought and given to Chinese
Communist ideology certain national characteristics found in no
other Communist party.



40
The 800

Mao and other top leaders had often said that ‘nine tenths of the
people are with us, only ten percent are opposed to us’. During the
‘Hundred Flowers' period, a brief open season for critics, far less
than ten percent raised their voices in public protest. It was a
minority more significant than its numbers but it did not neces-
sarily prove or disprove whether the rest were for or against. What
the experiment undoubtedly did prove was that no dictatorship,
however , ‘democratic’ (or republican, for that matter), can safely
permit even a minority to carry on prolonged debate about the
basic contradiction of its physiology : the necessity to monopolize
power and at the same time demand free and spontaneous unity.

If no more than ten percent of the population of China were
opposed to the ‘democratic dictatorship’ that would be astonishing.
By the Communists’ own reckoning twenty to thirty percent be-
longed to the ‘exploiting classes’ and suffered material losses (or
worse) in the upheaval. Ten percent or even thirty percent is 2
negligible opposition in most nations, but ten percent of China
exceeded the populations of Great Britain and Canada combined.
Ten percent of China’s adult population (eighteen and over) was a
formidable figure — say 40,000,000.

How large a percentage of the people actually made up the ruling
leadership and its dedicated followers? A man very high in the
party remarked to me in 2 moment of reminiscence: ‘There were
50,000 of us at the start of Chiang Kai-shek’s counterrevolution
in 1927. After the killings there were only 10,000 left. Today there
are about 800 of us — survivors of all the years between. By and
large the country is being run and for some years will be run by
those 800’

That was as candid a definition as one could have got of the
meaning of ‘democratic centralism’ and of the enormously impor-
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Mao. Competition with Liu Shao<h'i for control of the younger
party cadres could well have existed without implying disloyalty
to Mao, and a certain balance of power among the three men might
not have been entirely undesirable for him. In any case it was Liu
who bcncﬁtad.HcduﬂZ;l:‘lﬂuNo.lhtthlhuowm
effective supervisory con tzation.*
Did Mao initiate all major I:l:cyyoz-:dm and domestic pro-
grams and decide the manner in which they were carried out by the
cadres? These were questions not so easily answered. Although

the "Mao cult’ had grown enormously since 1949 there were earlier
indications that he had not held, and may not even have wanted,

the role of absolute power often attributed to him,

During the war Mao was supreme commander in chief and
sometimes made critical decisions alone. In September 1948 (eight
years before Mr Khrushchev's “collective leadership’ speech), when
it became apparent that national power was within grasp, the
Central Committee passed a resolution, under Mao’s chairmanship,
which declared ;

The Party-committee system s an Important Party Institution for
ensuring collective lcdmliw preventing exclusive control by any
individual, It has recently found that the of exclusive

control ... by individuals prevails hmhﬂngm. . This state
of affairs must be changed. Hereafter .., all important matters must be

submitted to the committee and fully discussed by the members present '

Six months later another Central Committee meeting, ‘at the sug-
gestion of Comrade Mao Tse-tung’, made the decision prohibiting
birlhﬂymmwm.:d&l-dmw
names to designate streets enterprises. j,.m' in
1956, Teng Hsiaop'ing recalled that this decision ‘s whole
some effect in checking the glorification and exaltation of In-
dividuals’,
ltmmahrmw’m&hmhnynm
decisions on important a collective body of the Party
and Mbywybdm&dulﬂh:!quc‘ht

'tuwmﬂﬂammhuhumam
with charges made against was expeliod from
ldbwlngdamyundﬁl-tmwm










































The Party and the People 343

to be thoughtful without ever being in opposition to the leadership
or finding its directives unworkable — all this was not the kind of
ability found every day or universally, especially among twelve
million peasant-born cadres !

The party control committee spent much of its time in rectifica-
tion work : evaluating and criticizing the performance of members,
retraining some, and weeding out others. Yet there were always
more waiting in line to join.
























Security 351
tional system of discipline imposed extralegally by the gentry, and
the discipline now imposed by the group under party leadership.
Marxist-Maoist doctrines of ‘right relationships’ and the party had
replaced Confucian doctrine and the gentry. Both reflected the
past —but as two planets reflect the sun.

























































370 The Democratic Dictatorship

particularly difficult case of a ‘disturbed’ girl. She was seventeen
now and the oldest child there; she had failed in her studies and
had had to repeat. She was not really stupid but incredibly shy and
reticent; her real reason for failing seemed to be fear of returning
to ‘the outside’. She had had a completely loveless childhood, full of
beatings and abuse, had been raped when a small girl, had never
known a home before she came here, and now dared not face the
world. She was pointed out to me at one of the sewing tables. She
held her head down and I watched her embroider for a moment;
her work was exquisite, far more skillful than the others’.

“What will you do with her?’ I asked when we moved on.

‘I don’t know yet. We are trying to decide.’ Mme Wang obvi-
ously took a more than casual interest in this young woman. I
wondered what kind of childhood she herself had had but I never
found out. ‘If Lin-ling were a little brighter,” she went on, ‘we
might find some kind of assistant’s job for her here, but maybe that
would be begging the question. However, we'll find a solution.’

Thought remolding had its limitations no less than ‘the couch’.
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sonnel’ of ‘an unwillingness to share the joys and hardships of the
masses, a concern for personal position and gain’. Mao warned such
cadres that ‘a considerable number of them will return to productive
work’ — out of the offices and into the farms and ditches.”

Mao’s speech certainly invited the public to enter complaints
against officials and party members guilty of ‘bureaucratic prac-
tices, dogmatism and sectarianism’. For two months after he spoke
that was the theme of countless meetings to discuss his meaning.
The People’s Daily and other papers summarized the ‘contradic-
tions’ theory and party functionaries everywhere made known its
contents to a delighted but still skeptical public. ‘Bourgeois-demo-
cratic’ parties summoned conferences and began to voice their
criticisms.

On 30 April 1957 the Central Committee had issued a directive
officially authorizing the beginning of an ‘evaluation-rectification’
campaign to correct the party’s ‘style of work’. Now the whole
country broke out in a rash of forums called by newspapers, maga-
zines, schools, factories, unions, all kinds of organizations, where
party leaders listened and lesser party people and nonparty people
spoke. The ‘three evils’ — bureaucracy, dogmatism and sectarianism
— were freely denounced by those who had become convinced that
they could do so not only with impunity but with approval. In an
access of euphoria some critics forgot that neither Mao nor the party
had authorized ‘counterrevolutionary’ demands for an end of ‘demo-
cratic centralism’ itself. They put forward ideas for a ‘multiple
party’ system which exposed them as unreformed ‘bourgeois
democrats’.

At any rate Mao was not long in learning that not all his con-
tradictors were ‘nonantagonistic’ — not by a long shot.















386 The Democratic Dictatorship

early June accumulated enough data to keep it occupied in rectifica-
tions both inside and outside the organization for many months to
come. On 8 June the People’s Daily launched a counterattack. ‘Cor-
rect criticisms’ were still invited but the publication of Mao’s speech
on 17 June, with addenda including the ‘six criteria’ of loyalty, left
no doubt that many had already violated those sanctions.

The party turned the tide. Meetings continued to be held but
their purpose now was to denounce ‘rightists’ and to praise the
party in ‘evaluations’ with which ‘critical critics’ had forgotten to
sweeten their ‘evaluation-rectification’ of ‘work-style’,


















392 The Democratic Dictatorship

Final paradox. To this same province, a few months later, came
Mao Tse-tung on a personal fact-finding tour, part of the time in
Liu Shaoch’i's company. Of all the consequences of bloom-and-
contend and ‘search for unity’ none was more momentous than
this. Here in a province of party dissension there now began an
experiment — the people’s rural communes — which would in less
than a year shake Chinese society more fundamentally than any-
thing that had happened since the revolution.
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Pride of Poor Men 467

gardened a bit, but mostly they drowsed on the terrace or looked
down at the familiar valley activity below. Communism? They
knew nothing about that and were too old to learn. But the old
folks’ home? They repeated what I heard everywhere.

‘Like it? Who' doesn’t like a rest after a hard life? Who would
feed and shelter old men with no children in former times? Nothing
to worry about ! Simply unheard of ! We'd all be dead.’

Two individualists, however, ‘too old to change’, still lived in
their caves alone, and wanted nothing to do with any ‘home’ as
long as they got food.



























476 Northwest: Old Cradle of New China

by Joseph Alsop. Viewing the situation from Macdo, Mr Alsop
reported that ‘gnawing hunger, made worse by chain-gang work
conditions, now prevails in every region of the Chinese country-
side’. He went on to assert that ‘fats and proteins ... were mere
dreams of the past in the communes’ — ‘many’ of which were re-
quiring ‘16 hours of work a day for at least half of each month’. He
also learned in Macdo (which had Kuomintang as well as Com-
munist propaganda centers) of ‘numerous cases of grass-eating ...
and leaf-eating’ in China and of ‘peasants driven to work 24 hours
a day for two to four days on end’.*

I have had some experience in detecting starvation among war-
time refugees. In famine areas of yore I personally saw hundreds of
Chinese actually feeding on bark, leaves and even mud. But they
were not working sixteen or twenty-four hours a day. They were
dying.

After a swift visit to Hongkong and another peep at the bamboo
curtain early in 1961, Mr Alsop scored an even more important
scoop over resident Hongkong correspondents. He cabled home the
news that Chinese were now reduced to dining on human after-
births.* Mr Alsop attributed this refugee intelligence to ‘an obvi-
ously well-balanced trained nurse from North China’.















































































































516 Shanghai and Beyond

her son earned only sixty. They had no rent to pay. Food cost them
seventy yuan; she did the cooking and was economical. Food? She
pointed to a charcoal stove where rice was simmering. Look at their
supper: a fish tonight! (A one-pound fish for six people, but a
fish. Probably their meat-fish ration for a week.) Two kinds of rice,
wet and dry: ‘Two kinds, just imagine." There seemed to be a
series of bunks behind a curtain but some of them must have slept
on the floor.

‘Move? Why? We've got our own home here. Quite happy as it
is. If we can just get a sewing machine -’





















The Mayor of Shanghai 523
‘There is one other thing,” he said. “We haven’t talked about your
country. We can never restore relations with America as long as
you hang on to our territory, of course, and that means we can’t
trade with you, either. Why aren't American ships carrying on a
peaceful trade with us - but only American warships invading our
waters and wasting your money ? It's not our fault.’
‘Premier Chou En-lai has already reminded me that I am not the
Secretary of State,” I said, ‘but I shall gladly convey your message.’

lifelong close associates of Liu Shao-ch'i. Tn 1966 Tsao was attacked by the
Red Guards. Both he and Chang were denounced as ‘revisionists’ and forced
out of office by ‘rebel revolutionaries’ following Mao’s instructions.

























































542 Shanghai and Beyond

larged. They began to question me about American music. They
were interested in everything: jazz, ballads, folk music, spirituals,
ballet, operettas, musicals, modern and classical styles, trends, sub-
jects, composers. By means of old and new recordings they knew
of music and composers scarcely more than names to me. What
they missed, they said, was contact with American artists.

‘Do you know,’ asked Meng Po, ‘that we did invite many Ameri-
cans to come to China? They did not come., Not one artist came. Is
it not true that at that time your government forbade them to
come?’

I had to admit the truth of that.*

*{1970) For many years the U.S. government continued to deny, through
State Department administrative decrees and passport controls, the right of

American artists to visit Mainland China. In 1967 the U.S. Supreme Court

finally ruled that such State Department passport controls over travel were
unconstitutional.


























































































572 Shanghai and Beyond

costumes of vivid colors and sang and danced to orchestras of native
instruments. They were as full of vivacity and excitement as teen-
agers engaged in the same exhibitionism anywhere else. Their
Communist teachers had not forgotten that man does not live by
politics alone.
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596 The Long March Ahead
trary, the Chinese had to strive not only to feed and conserve their
multitudes; their leaders also felt obliged to build nuclear bombs,

to ensure that any invading force would suffer at least a compar-

able reduction in numbers. This was what both commonsense -
American capitalist nationalists and commonsense Chinese com-
munist nationalists agreed to call Security,


















































































































































































War and Peace in Vietnam 5”

tion program. Not the Republican
but only the Communists, and FL after jix m
offered help tomb’wmm to fight for equality
against great odds,
As in China, mmun-mmw
political action to an amorphous mass of peasants J-nn
of the people, and ninety percent illm 'ln h

dmllar or worse conditions of overpopulation, disease (0" per-
cent had intestinal parasites),

tude. ludcpendumandmmmhpnhlm
tary aspirations in Indochina, as in all colonies. In 1950, Russia and
China recognized the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, as it was
now called. Following the Korean truce, Russo Chinese aid in guns,

training and technical assistance reached which began
to counterbalance American to the Vietnam's armies
mu'tiplied and improved in . In the south the French

still held the upper hand, but in the M had o
more and more to the defessive: By 1954 Prance i Lk e

army of 250,000 men in the reconquest -
andjlrnadqummd!:e,&n the Marshall Plan aid extended
to Paris since its liberation from Nazi

Then, in a great miscalculation, the heart of the French army
cracked at Dien Bien Phu. It was not a French error alone. Amen-
can joint staff officers were involved, for they had spproved
the great Navarre plan which led to the disster. Divining the
French intentions (which foundered largely on false assumptions
of security of supply lines), the Vietnamese genenal,
Giap, followed a ‘one by one’ » broke the back of the offen-
sve, and succeeded in isolating -mﬂoa—d&t
French forces in the north. On 30 March 1954 the French chief of
stafl, General Paul Ely, arrived in Washington fresh from Indo-
china. He asked for direct American intervention to
relieve the besieged armies. Without it, France would have 1o scoept
Vietnam's offer of a coasefire In exchange for an international
conference to negotiate terms of French surrender.

French revelations since then have indicated that the firnt
American response was made two months before the Geneva Peace
Conference opened. According to Georges Bidault (French Foreign
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REVOLUTIONARY IMMORTALITY
Mao Tse-tung and the Chinese Revolution
Robert Tay Lifton

‘The unusual events in China from mid-1966 through early
1968 have led me to attempt a rather unusual kind of book.
It is about Mao Tse-tung and the Cultural Revolution, but
its larger concern is with men’s efforts to render their works,
and especially their revolutionary works, eternal.’

Professor Lifton, a psychiatrist with a leaning towards
psychoanalysis, is widely acknowledged as an authority on
contemporary psychological patterns in East Asia. In Revo-
lutionary Immortality he combines psychological and
historical analysis to reveal the Cultural Revolution as a
reaction to the anticipated death of Mao Tse-tung and the
dictator’s fear that his revolution may lose its impetus.

Purity and power, the ‘immortalization of words’ (in The
Thought of Mao), the deification of the hero, and victory
over death are some of the intriguing elements in Dr Lifton’s
remarkable comment on the mass strength and the under-
lying limitations of Mao’s programme in a technological age.
Seen in these terms the Cultural Revolution may well repre-
sent the last stand of ‘militant rectitude’ against the shifting,
shiftless, but growing presence of what the author calls
‘protean man’,

Professor Lifton’s study of brain-washing, Thought Re-
form and the Psychology of Totalism, is already in Pelicans.
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