






































































































































resume repatriation. When the first contingent of repatriates reached
Maizuru on 27 June 1949, her purpose became apparent.

Indoctrination Before Repatriation

These repatriates had been subject to strenuous indoctrination while
under Russian control. They had been told that living conditions in
Japan under the Occupation were so miserable that no worker or farmer
could be sure of daily rice and that a reign of terror was being perpetrated
by the Occupation Forces and their collaborators of the Japanese Govern-
ment,

Having no other channels of information and being daily subject to
this propaganda and to praise of the communist line—and in order to
alleviate their own circumstances and secure release from imprisonment
—these repatriates agreed to accept communism, pledging themselves to
work for the communist cause. Upon their return, they ignored their
friends, refused to see members of their families who had come to meel
them, marched in groups to demonstrations arranged by the communists,
and conducted themselves in such unseemly fashion that the whole Japa-
nese people were disgusted with them and their communist mentors.

Many of them were expected to join the Communist Party, and it
was International Communism's hope to use them as shock troops In
terrorism and violence when the time was ripe for revolution. The pro-
gram however failed when the repatriates by their own observation learn-
ed how they had been deceived.

Counter Measures

The question of counter-propaganda indoctrination of these repatriates
was often raised in the period immediately after their return. Such action
was deliberately avoided. Its value in counter-indoctrination would have
been doubtful, and it would have required segregation of these men in
schools or camps, contrary to the Potsdam provision that the Japanese
military force after being completely disarmed be permitted to return to
their homes with the opportunity to lead peaceful and productive lives,

The course selected by the Japanese Government under guidance of
SCAP was to return the repatriates as quickly as possible to their homes
where, under the healing influence of normal community life, they could
discover the hollowness of their previous indoctrination and settle into
normal, useful lives. As time has proved, this course was the practical
as well as the honest one, and the Communist Party plan for the absorp-
tion of the repatriates and their conversion into active party members
has completely failed.

Indication that the party recognizes this is found in a directive issued
by the Central Committee to Prefectural Committees at the time the
repatriates were being returned to Japan, which contains the following:
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“As the families of the repatriates are nearly all anti-Soviet
and anti-communist, and as it will be difficult to absorb them into
our organization after they settle down, because of the strained
condition of their livelihood, efforts must be made this vear to
absorb them into the party before they return to their homes.”

Repatriates’ Accusations

Many of the repatriates who appeared to have been thoroughly in-
doetrinated have turned upon the party with the accusation that the
party leaders requested Russia hold Japanese prisoners in Siberia until
they were converted to communism.

On the basis of these accusations, the Repatriation Committee of the
Diet requested the testimony of TOKUDA on 16 March 1950, His embar-
rassment was apparent from the fact that he appeared at the inquiry only
once despite repeated demands for his attendance. During this appearance
he was forced into practical admission that the Communist Party has been
guilty of self-contradiction by calling for strict adherence to the Potsdam
Declaration on the one hand while defending Russia's violation of specific
Potsdam repatriation promises on the other.

Repatriate Organizations

There still exists an organization of repatriates paying lip service to
the Communist Party. The Japan Repatriates Unlon has pledged itself to
“fight for the protection of Russia and Communist China and for world
peace.” Its slogan Is, “Every returnee from the Soviet area should work
to accelerate friendly relations between Japan and Russia." The party
has tried to assist the members of this organization in livelihood problems
and since membership is small, for a time was able to support them; but
party financial difficulties have thwarted any Impressive development of
such a program with resultant bad feeling in the Repatriates’ organization
whose officers now criticize the Guidance Section and threaten disobe.
dience.




X. PUBLIC INFORMATION MEDIA ACTIVITY

General Propaganda Aetivity

The Japan Communist Party does not neglect propaganda, Every
available medium is used to put the party's views before the people.
Numbers of Japan's wandering story tellers, the “papershow men,” are
subsidized to relate party merits and berate capitalism. Posters, wall
newspapers, and leaflets are distributed and displayed in public places.
Russlan-produced motion pictures, some of excellent audience appeal, are
promoted. Entertainers, actors and well known persons in the world of
culture attracted to the party or its fringes are exploited to the utmost,
Fullest advantage is taken of political campaign opportunities and the
speech immunity of members of the Diet in Chamber.

Akahata and the Public Press

The most important channel of propaganda available to the commu-
nisis in Japan was the public press. Newspapers of general and of spe-
cialized circulation appeared In numbers. Magazines were published to
appeal to various segments of society including youth and intelligentsia.

The communist press here as elsewhere must serve a two-fold party
purpose, disseminate instructions to the faithful, and propagandize those
sympathetic to the party in particular and all dissident members of the
social community in general. Despite these restrictions on the journalist,
the Japan Communist Party succeeded remarkably in its newspaper pro-
jects until the Cominform criticism of NOZAKA's “parliamentary revolu-
tion” policy.

From October 1945 when AKAHATA reappeared until June 1950 com-
munist newspapers grew in number, strength, and reader coverage.
AKAHATA, the party organ, first appeared as a pamphlet of 15 pages
printed weekly and distributed in 3,000 copies. By January 1946, it was
printed at five day intervals as a tabloild and distributed in 50.000 copies.
In August 1946, publication was made each third day; however distribu.
tion briefly dipped to 30,000 copies. On 1 August 1947, AKAHATA became
a dally newspaper whose circulation reached 1350,000. By January 1949,
it was printed in local and metropolitan editions, and distributed to
200,000 subscribers. By May 1950, three editions (evening, local and
metropolitan) were published and 280,000 copies distributed dally.

AKAHATA was printed by the AKATSUKI Printing Company in
Yoyogi, Tokyo, adjacent to the party headquarters. The AKATSUKI
Printing Company was the only major printing company controlled by
the Japan Communist Party and of the many local communist publica-
tions, generally only those which could avail themselves of the AKATSL.
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KI plant were printed; others were mimeographed. About 100 regions and
districts published mimeographed organs distributed at varving intervails.
All major cells produced and distributed mimeographed cell newspapers.

AKAHATA's editor, SHIGA Yoshio, able party leader and faithful
worker, gathered around him a staff which ran AKAHATA as nearly as
possible according to good newspaper methods. Their efforts were pro-
ductive both of propaganda result and monetary prohft; AKAHATA In
1949 was the most influential political party newspaper in Japan and
could turn several million ven into the party treasury. At that time
Central Headquarters’ publications were;

Size Circulation  Publication

AKAHATA Dally 2 pEs 230,000 Daily
AKAHATA Weekly 4 pgs 100,000 Weekly
VANGUARD Magazine 10-50 pgs 25,000 Monthiy
NEW WORLD Magazine $0-50 pgs 6,000 |
TAISHU (Club Magazine 20-30 pgs 12,000
SCIENCE and TECHNIQUE

Magazine 30-40 pgs 9.000 g
RESEARCH REPORT 30 pgs 11.000 o
FRIENDS Newspaper 4 pgs 10,000 Weekly

Propaganda Slants

In keeping with NOZAKA's thesis of “two-stage revolution,” AKA.
HATA continuously criticized existing Japanese Governments. On 25
August 1948, NOZAKA in an article entitled, Characteristic of a New
Fascism. said “The Fascism of today is serving not only the capital of its
own country but the interests of its new master, In short, it Is a trailtorous
fascism. The new fascism leaves the democratic principles as they are,
but as a matter of fact it is bent on destroying them.”

Columns were daily crammed with incitement to class warfare, shaped
facts and misrepresentations of the most dishonest character. When
SCAP in July 1948 addressed the Prime Minister in a letter relating to
legislation governing the conduct of government emplovees, AKAHATA
twisted the context of the letter to the advantage of the communist pro-
paganda line but did so in a manner that plausibly could be explained
awav as editorial carelessness. Whenever opportunity presented, AKA-
HATA warped the news to suit the party's propaganda interests.

AKAHATA vet had not directly criticized the Occupation. The
Attorney General’s Office made the following report August 1949, “The
Organs of the party headquarters are cautious and to this date no anti-
occupation articles have appeared on the surface.”

By the Cominform criticism of January 1950 however, the party was
placed in an impossible position: Fallure to attack the Occupation in
available organs would further offend the Cominform—attack on the
Occupation would certainly bring drastic action under the Press Code.
SHIGA who had never been a staunch believer in the NOZAKA thesis
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and who was fanatic enough to sacrifice the AKAHATA at the bidding
of International Communism, saw but one course. Ho began publication
of dishonest and viclous attacks upon America and the Occupation.

SCAP Warnings

At the same time, communist Diet members attacked the Occupation
from the floor of the Diet. General Whitney, SCAP's Chief of Govern-
ment Section, moved at once to warn the communists that such tactics
would not be permitted. On 24 February 1950, he summoned communist
Diet member SUNAMA Ichiro, who was guilty of a particularly vicious
attack and through him warned the Communist Party in the following
words:

“I have summoned vou to give you warning, and through you
LO warn your assoclates in the Communist Party that lying state-
menis concerning the Occupation will not be tolerated. Your
statement was in direct violation of a long standing Occupation
directive with which vou and your fellow party members are fully
familiar. Its obvious purpose is to use the legislative forum
as an instrument of propaganda directed against the Occupation.
The AKAHATA, newspaper of the Communist Party, likewise is
moving steadily toward that line bevond which it cannot £0
without similarly violating the Occupation directive., _

“You, your leaders, and hundreds of your fellows were re-
leased from prison where you had long been incarcerated by the
Civil Liberties Directive issued by the Supreme Commander im-
m:-:li:m-l_a' following the surrender, Since then, the ﬁllpl't'mt'
Commander has fed vou, clothed vou and vour families and pro-
tected your right to organize as a lawful political party In Japan.

He has literally saved Japan from the brink of impending disaster.

Have vou no intelligence or gratitude? How do vou justify that

recently a tendency has been noted on the part of vou and some

Of your assoclates to avail vourselves of your liberty In licentious

disregard of the very purposes for which protection in the exercise
of liberty is extended by the Supreme Commander?

"My purpose Is to warn vou and through you the members of
vour party that any further statements of this Kind, elther on the
floor of the Diet, In vour newspapers, or anyv place in Japan,
defaming and criticizing the Occupation will be cause for your
immediate arrest. If vour newspapers transgress the bounds of
free expression which have been established by the Occupation,
they will be closed, and if misconduct by its members or party
policy dictated by its leaders is such that the Communist Party
under reasonable interpretation becomes a threat (o the legitimate
political purposes of a free soclety, the protection of the Supreme
Commander will be withdrawn.
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“Inform vour fellows that by their conduct, or their miscon-
duct, they themselves will prescribe the duration of their parly
as a political influence in Japan.

“There exists today peace and tranquility in Japan. This
responds to the fact that the great majority of the Japanese
people are peacefully inclined, law-abiding citizens. The Supreme
Commander will not permit any group In Japan, whatever Ils
name or political affiliation, to incite violence and disrespect for
Occupation directives or Japanese law. As long as the Occupa-
tion lasts, he will exact obedience to his orders and respect for
the processes of representative government in all political activity.
Be vourself warned and caution your fellows.”

This warning for a time was heeded but party fanatics were under
pressure from International Communism and could not be quleted. On
7 June 1950, General MacArthur found it necessary to direct the Japanese
Government in the following letter to purge the responsible editorial
staff of the AKAHATA:

“To the end that representative democracy in Japan might
have the opportunity to thrive in the free atmosphere of full
knowledge and public discussion, it has been one of the most
fundamental of Allied policies governing the Occupation to en-
courage and assist the development of a truly free and responsible
press. In the furtherance of this purpose, censorship was pro-
gressively lifted until finally terminated two yvears ago and the
press left free to publish on its own responsibility, subject only
10 a code embodying a statement of principles and ethics patterned
after the Canons of Journalism of the American Socletv of News-
paper Editors, supplemented by minimum restrictions essential
to the safeguard of military security.

“The Japanese press has In general responded admirably to
this challenge and developed a degree of responsibility which
has evoked most favorable comment from many visiting journal-
ists from abroad. The glaring exception is the Communist organ
AKAHATA. This journal has for some time assumed the role of
mouthpiece for the most violent of lawless elements within the
Communist Party and as such has defiled its news columns and
editorial page with licentious, false, inflammatory and seditious
appeal to Irresponsible sentiment in the effort to provoke defiance
of constituted authority, disrupt the progress of economic revival
and create soclal unrest and mass violence. All this calls for
prompt corrective action to safeguard the publie peace,

“One course such corrective action might take would be to
close the journal and destroy for all time Its propaganda making
power and constant incitation to violence and revolution; another




the re-institution of pre-censorship over all material it proposes
to print. Both courses, however, are repugnant to me as viola-
tive of the broad philosophy which has guided the development
of press freedom in Japan and should be imposed only if other
measures prove ineffective,

“As an alternative method of correction, I therefore direct
that vour government take the necessary administrative measures
to incorporate within my letter to you of 6 June 1950 the follow-
Ing named additional persons, sharing responsibility for the
policies governing the content of this journal:

“"AIKAWA Haruki MORIYA Tenro SUGAMA Shosaku
ANEBA Saburo NISHIZAWA Tomio TAKAHASHI Katsuyuki
AOYAMA Toshio OKAMOTO Tadashi TAKEI Takeo
KAWAMURA Tatsuo SAKANO Yoshiro TAKEMOTO Kenzo
KIKUNAMI Katsumi SHIMADA Koichi UCHINO Soji
MIYAMOTO Taro SUITA Hidezo

SHIGA Yoshio, dominant influence of AKAHATA., was named in

SCAP's letter of 6 June 1950 to be designated purgee as a member of
the Central ‘Committee.

suspension of Communist Publications

This warning was not sufficient; scurrilous material continued to
be published and on 26 June 1950, SCAP gave final warning by directing
suspension of the publication of AKAHATA for a period of 30 days.
He sald:

“In my letter to vou of June T7th, I directed that certain
persons therein listed as sharing responsibility for the editorial
policies of the communist organ AKAHATA be, for the reasons
stated, rendered subject to the prohibitions, restrictions and liabili-
ties of my directives of January 4, 1946 and their implementing
ordinances. 1 took this action in the hope that through the new
leadership thereby induced the paper might be reoriented toward
a course of relative moderation, with due regard for the truth and
avoidance of inflammatory appeals to lawlessness and violence.
Examination of the paper during the period intervening discloses,
however, that such hope has not materialized.

“In its latest issues, moreover, by its perversion of the truth
In discussing the Korean situation, the paper gives evidence of
the fact that it is not the legitimate organ of a Japanese political
party but rather an instrument of foreign subversion used to
disseminate among the people of Japan, and in this case parti-
cularly its large Korean minority, malicious, false and inflamma-
tory propaganda almed at subverting the public mind to the
prejudice of the public peace and welfare. Seditious acts of this
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nature may not be tolerated in a peaceful and democratic society.
“*Accordingly, I direct that your government take the neces-
sary measures to cause publication of AKAHATA to be suspended

for a period of thirty dayvs, after which its right to continued

existence will depend upon its ability to attain a position of

responsibility within the ranks of Japan's free and responsible
press.”

The Communist Party was in a vise and ideological pressure from
the Cominform was great; attempts were made to thwart SCAP’s purpose
by setting up successors to AKAHATA, Therefore, SCAP directed the
Japanese Government to suppress all communist newspapers and all offend-
ing communist publications of whatsoever nature. Schedule of suspension
of the communist organs was as follows:

Beginning Affected

Publications Date Number
AKAHATA 27 June 50 ]

Reglonal, Prefectural and Certain Ward

Committee Organs (Tokvo) 28 June 50 110
District Committees and Large Cell Organs 11 July 50 655
Cell Organs and others 30 July 50 t 032
Total as of 1 May 5] 1,698

Normal public information media channels have thus been denied
the Communist Party. Though sporadic propaganda activity is continued
through variously circulated organs, the party is now unable adequately
either to Instruct its members or propagandize sympathizers—and has
lost a considerable source of income.

Party workers have frantically endeavored to continue some sort of
nationally circulated organ whatever the cost. Papers of front controlled
groups have served for this purpose as have clandestinely published
smear sheets. The Japanese Government has however vigorously traced
each successive publication to its source and there arrested the editorial
staff and blocked and seized presses and other equipment to the con-
siderable distress of the party. Until 23 January 1951 when a list of
responsible distributors was discovered, government authority could not
break up the distribution net. Acting on this list officers properly
equipped with search warrants descended upon 378 distribution points
throughout all Japan in the early morning of 4 February 1951 and
arrested 568 communists for this illegal activity.

Major AKAHATA Successors Date Suspended
SHIN BUNKA (New Culture) 24 July 1950
RODO SHIMBUN (Labor Newspaper) 24 Julyv 1950
KAIHO SHIMBUN (Liberation Newspaper) 2 Aug. 1950
KAKYO MIMPO (Huachiao Daily) 28 Sept. 1950
JIYU SHIMBUN (Liberty Newspaper) 10 Nov. 1950
HEIWA NO TOMO (Friends of Peace) 21 Dec., 1950
HEIWA NO KOE (Voice of Peace) 23 Jan. 1951
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XI. LABOR ACTIVITIES

During World War II and ten years before, Japan's militarists and
ultranationalists had exterminated all semblance of healthy labor leader-
ship in Japan by harsh legislation and police state methods. Labor freed
lo organize under Allied policy (summarized in the Sixteen Point Declara-
tion of Principles for Japanese Trade Unions) had no experienced leader-
ship, no organization technicians and no tradition for legal, orderly
struggle in the pattern developed by trial and error in the labor unions
of the western democracies. Here the communists saw an opportunity
and seized it. For a time, they made progress in securing control of
newly formed, rapidly growing but immature workers' organizations by
infiltrating experienced party workers into key positions. But here again,
the communists had no real understanding of the opportunity. Though
they could, by orderly, sincere leadership have forged sound and lasting
support in the unions—which they once controlled—they chose to use
thelr power to further political ends, and thus lost their influence to
more moderate, less self-interested elements,

Seizure of Leadership

Communist minorities dominated all government workers' unions, rail-
road unions, most heavy industry unions, the maritime unions, the com-
munications unions, the teachers' unions, and the unions in the electrical
industry. They were in absolute control of labor forces with tremendous
support in the occupation, the Japanese public, and in organized labor
throughout the world. They were able to guide the course of Japanese
labor until their mistakes brought labor movements into disrepute and
lost that store of good will.

As early as 7 April 1946, the Communist Party openly indicated that
it would use the strength of labor for political purpose. Party spokesman
NOZAKA said, “To overthrow the reactionary anti-peoples’ Cabinet of
Shidehara, mere demonstrations and meetings will not avail. We should
prepare a general strike of all laborers and other workers throughout
the country.”

The Communist Party's fumbling of the control of labor can be
divided roughly into four phases: Production control; the general strike
effort; the public servants’' struggle; and the localized struggle.

Production Control

The production control strike, a device conceived in Italy, Is very
effective when government mechanisms are uncertain in action. Im-
mediate postwar Japan was an ideal field for such techniques, which
were first used In the Yomiuri Press Strike, 24 October 19435, and the
Keisei Dentetsu Strike of 1 December 1945. It appeared that the com-
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munist leaders of Japan labor could gain control over any industry by
this method,

To perfect the application of the production strike technique, the
Communist Party decided to concentrate on single industry organization.
Recognizing that control of public information media meant virtual control
of public thinking under the existing chaotic conditions, the party con-
centrated first on organization of newspaper and communications workers’
unions., Their gains were Impressive here and in other Industry-wide
unions. On 10 March 1946 they set up a National Labor Unions’ Liaison
Council, May Day 1946, the Council directed a demonstration in which
more than two million workers throughout Japan participated.

Political party purpose rather than the welfare of the worker was
apparent. Demonstrations were directed at national and local govern-
ment offices in show of force to intimidate officials and soften their
resistance to the demands of the Communist Party. SCAP pointed out
the dangers of the situation. Thereafter the Japanese Government, on
13 June 1946, prohibited the Production Control Strike. The Japanese
worker, glad of sane guidance, responded admirably and the first crisis
was past,

General Strike Efforts

Perhaps it was in anticipation of the prohibition of “Production
Control” that NOZAKA in April called for a general strike. Organization
to this end had proceeded with the tentative target date for a “fall
offensive” publicly announced. In the meantime, the party tested its
strength by calling strikes in various Key industries and public service
organs, including the Yomiuri Press, 12 July 1946, the maritime unions,
10 September 1946, and the railroad unions early in September. Public
support, essential to a general strike, did not appear and many laborers
resisted. The target date was therefore retarded and the railroad strike
suspended. Further organizational propaganda, and infiltration activities
were planned, and an attempt was made to effect awareness of the
laborer's needs by an electrical union strike technique of shutting off the
power supply to certain users in accordance with preannounced schedules.

Living conditions continued difficult for the average Japanese. That
apathy which had accompanied the shock of the surrender was wearing
off, and there was dissatisfaction with measures taken by the existing
government to alleviate hardship. On 6 January 1947, the communist
leaders felt time was ripe to announce they would call out the workers
on a general strike in February. In final preparation, a communist-
dominated Joint Struggle Committee boasting the control of four million
organized workers was set up. The Japanese public and the Japanese
worker did not give all-out support to the general strike plans, but neither
did they know how to oppose them. Their dissatisfaction with uncertain
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internal guidance was such that they looked to General MacArthur for a
decision, which he gave them firmly and without compromise.

On 31 January 1947, General MacArthur issued the following public
statement, which took the form of an instruction from the Supreme Com-
mander of the Allied Powers to the General Strike Organizers:

“....1 have informed the labor leaders whose unions have
federated for the purpose of conducting a general strike that
I will not permit the use of so deadly a soclal weapon in the
present impoverished and emaciated condition of Japan, and have
accordingly directed them to desist from the furtherance of such
action.

llllllllllllllllllllllll

“A general strike crippling transportation and communica-
tion would prevent the movement of food to feed the people and
of coal to sustain essential utilities, and would stop such industry
as is still functioning. The paralvsis which inevitably would
result might reduce large masses of the Japanese people to the
point of actual starvation and would produce dreadful conse-
quences upon every Japanese home regardless of social strata or
direct interest in the basic Issue....

“While I have taken this measure as one of dire emergency,
I do not intend otherwise to restrict the freedom of action here-
tofore given to labor in the achievement of legitimate objec-
tives, Nor do I intend in any way to compromise or influence
the basic social issues involved. These are matters of evolution
which time and circumstances may well orient without disaster as
Japan gradually emerges from its present distress.”

By this action the situation was composed. Press and public opinion
unanimously supported the Supreme Commander's intervention and con.
demned the Instigators of the averted general strike as enemies of the
public welfare.

Public Servants' Struggle

Control of Japanese labor unions by communist elements continued
to present a serious problem. The unions they dominated included em-
plovees of the Japanese Government engaged in the operation of govern-
ment-owned railway and communication systems and in governmental
administrative activities. Virtual control of internal transportation and
communications gave these groups influence over the Japanese Govern-
ment and pressure on the public out of all proportion to real strength,
and the communists prepared to exert this power, not to the advancement
of the economic and social betterment of the workers, but to the political
ends of the subversive elements in control.




The problem was attacked along a broad front. Research was Insti-
tuted to determine and prepare legislation providing adequate guarantecs
to the worker, and at the same time, prohibiting strikes against the people
—in accordance with the well recognized democratic principle that the
public servant cannol be permitted to force his minorily demands upon
the majority, whose will is spoken through elected representatives,

The communist leaders of the unions which included public servants
were aware that unless they acted soon the chance to disrupt govern-
mental process by sirike of the government workers would be gone.

On 1 March 1948, they called a series of rallies calculated to unite
all workers in a common front opposing regulation of the public servant.
At the same time, they called for a communication workers' strike. Had
GHQ not Intervened forbidding “ coordinated work stoppages,” the
country’s mall, telephone communications would have been hopelessly
disrupted in early April with inevitable unfavorable impact upon economic
recovery and the welfare of all Japanese. On 17 May 1948, they endeavor-
ed to incite government railway employees to strike by calling out 30.000
private raliway workers, but control of the government railway workers’
unions was shifting away from them and they were unsuccessful.

These tactics aroused such apprehension among political leaders and
appeared to have such strong support from other labor organizations,
including electrical workers, metal workers and mine workers, that the
Japanese Government considered it impossible without SCAP support to
secure legislation necessary to the control of the peoples’ servants. SCAP
therefore, on 22 July, directed the Japanese Government that legislation
be enacted prohibiting strikes or similar labor tactics by government
employees. He further directed that (pending passage by the Diet of ade-
quate legislation) measures immediately be taken under Potsdam authority
o effect this order.

The Japanese Government responded on 31 July 1948 by issuing
Cabinet Order No. 201 embodyving temporary rules for the control of
governmental workers. This Cabinet Order remained controlling over
national government employees’ activities until the National Public Serv-
ice Law was promulgated on 3 December 1948 and will continue con-
trolling on local government servants until the promulgation of a local
government service law.

Despite desperate tactics of the communists (including incitement of
an illegal railway strike in Hokkaldo in August, outcries that any restric-
tion of labor's right to strike was contrary to the Potsdam Declaration,
and a September request to the Russian Mission for intercession) SCAP's
action staving off anarchy at once received general support from the
Japanese public at large. Later It was approved by responsible world
labor organizations if not by the affected workers themselves,

Thereafter, though various unions including government workers
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among membership threatened strikes, none seriously challenged SCAP's
order. Disorderly elements of the Government Railway Workers' Union
made the most determined effort. In June of 1949 an unruly minority,
since punished by court action, stopped a number of local trains, and In
one Instance, known as the “People's Electric Car Case"” ran an un-
authorized train.

Feeling was high among the railway workers; a number of them were
soon to be discharged in an effort to bring operation of the railroads out
of the red and they were gaining the support of the Communication
Workers' Unlon, whose members faced similar personnel reductions. On
5 July, however, there was immediate public revulsion to union extremists
who were blamed for the murder for SHIMOYAMA, National Rallroad
Corporation President, whose mutilated body was found on the rallroad
track north of Tokyo. Even the most militant union leaders realized fur-
ther disruptive action would be dealt with by an aroused citizenry.

Localized Struggles

The Communist Party therefore retreated from support of the public
servant and in accordance with its policy of “two steps forward and one
back™ began to create local labor trouble wherever possible, adopting
the so-called “one man, one demand” tactic, Efforts concentrated princi-
pally among electric workers, heavy industry emplovees, maritime work-
ers, and miners impeded economic recovery. But not again was the Com-
munist Party able to threaten dominatioh of Japan through control of the
labor movement. When on 26 September 1949 at the Seventeenth Emer-
gency Central Committee, the party analyzed the labor front for the
henefit of organizers, advising on probabilities and principles, practical
admission was made that control of organized labor in Japan was in
the hands of non-communist labor leaders.

Loss of Labor Control

Last of the great unions controlled by the communists, the Electrical
Workers, was lost to them when its convention in July 1950 expelled the
communist faction., Neither has the once powerful union control organ,
the World Federation of Trade Unions dominated National Congress of
Industrial Workers maintained its usefulness. Lately it is being con-
sidered for voluntary dissolution which is graphic testimony of the bank-
ruptcy of the communist labor program, tvpified by this paragraph of
the agenda for the next party convention:

“The party is considering to put into force the dissolution of

the National Congress of Industrial Organizations at the National

Convention of the party [to be held in Navember, 1950] in order

to infiltrate the party influence into labor unions by setting up

another organization.”




XIl. LABOR RATIONALIZATION AFFECTING
THE COMMUNIST PARTY

Necessity for Rationalization

Communist minorities early infiltrated unions including public ser-
vants among their membership, organizations of public information media
employees, and the important industrial and utility unions. So firmly
entrenched were they in union policy-making that they could turn the
power of labor to communist ends. Labor as organized in Japan included
supervisory employvees in the same unions with their subordinates.
Neither did Japanese labor leadership possess the protective inhibitions
developed over the years in the western democracies. Authoritative inter-
vention, therefore, was essential to rationalize the influence of the com-
munist minority.

Tax Collectors’ Union Incident

In late 1947 and the first months of 1948, the Communist Party organ-
ized an Intensive tax struggle to appeal to small and medium enterprisers.
Communist committees were organized in various neighborhoods to coor-
dinate tax protests. Cases mediated in the tax collectors’ offices by these
committees were usually productive of tax adjustments,

Communist propaganda advertised this preferential service. Investi
gations disclosed the explanation that control of the All-Japan Tax Collec-
tors’ Unlon was in the hands of the Communist Party and tax officials
were favoring communist sponsored tax protests,

Finance Minister, IKEDA Hayvato, broke the back of this conspiracy
by moving with decision to discharge tax officials misusing public positions
in the interest of the Communist Party. These discharges which took
place in the spring of 1948 were for legally justifiable disciplinary reasons,
They were significant as the first moves of any Japanese to combat illegal
communist manipulation of unionized workers by release of communist
agitators from the employment which made them eligible for official
participation in local union affairs.

Government Personnel Adjustments

Job holders are protected in Japan by rights of tenure, labor stand-
ards laws, and other progressive labor legislation. The communists could
not be separated from employment, including governmental employment,
without cause. Therefore, despite the evident benefits to Japanese poli.
tical and economic stability of the action taken by the Finance Minister
regarding communist-motivated tax officials, it was not until July 1949
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that other government agencles were enabled to relieve employee unions

of irresponsible leadership.

When the Nine-Point Economic Stabilization Program made govern-
ment retrenchment necessary, personnel appropriations were decreased
to the extent that thousands of non-essential governmental employees had

to be discharged.

The Prime Minister decided that such discharges should

be on the basis of ridding the government of its least efficient workers,
Communists in the government offices and enterprises had almost inva-
riably devoted their principal attention to labor agitation to the neglect of

their assigned dutles.

It was, therefore, legally possible under the Admin-

istrative Agency Fixed Personnel Law and the National Public Service

Law to separate these employvees,

When Cabinet Conference determined

that such action was politically feasible as well, it was carried out routinely
with the results indicated in the following table:

COMMUNISTS DISCHARGED FROM GOVERNMENT OFFICES
Dates OFf

Em-.
Government Office nloyees
Attorney General's Office 30,8506
Board of Audit ... .iixss 1,247
Ministry of Agriculture

And Forestry : 30 986
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Schools (under Ministry of

Education) ........ (31.847
Ministry of Finance 13.373
M P N i s Bree TR 13.533
Ministry of Labor S0 ae g 20 705
Ministrv of Postal Admin. 260,640
Ministry of Telecom-
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National Railroads 482,837
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Special Procurement Board . (0,825
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As a result of this action, communist control of the public servants
was lost and that basie domestic tranquility upon which the new demo-
cracy of Japan strengthens was enhanced. Gradually, however, additional




communists infiltrated the ranks of the public servants and to interfere
with the administration of public business; therefore, the Government in
connection with further personnel adjustment scheduled the discharge
during the latter part of 1950 of about 1,100 known troublemakers. These
communists were given the opportunity to correct their errors. None was
listed for release who had not committed overt illegal act.

The Ministry of Education is discussing the rescreening of school
teachers In order to discover and remove communists and their fellows
from the field of education. The Ministry, as vet, has found no effectual
plan by which such action can be accomplished. Until the administration
of the various schools is strengthened and taught to take a properly
responsible attitude it must be presumed that there will be no positive
solution to illegal teacher activity.

Information Media Personnel Adjustments

Communists in public information organs slanted the news through
control of various sensitive positions. Recognizing this evil. the heads of
the great information media companies of Japan met in Tokvo to deter-
mine proper response to SCAP's letter of 18 July 1950 in which he said:

“....In the great struggle which is now engaging the forces
of the free world all segments must accept and faithfully fulfill
their share of the attendant responsibility. That share as to none
Is greater than such as falls upon the media of public information.
For there rests the full responsibility of insuring dissemination
of the truth, and based upon the truth the development of an
informed and enlightened public opinion. History records no
instance where a free press failed in the discharge of this respon-
sibility without inviting its own doom...."

At this meeting, information media organ executives decided to act
independently and on their own responsibility to sever from employment
all communists and their fellow travelers who w orked to thwart accurate
presentation of the news. Following is a list of subsequent action:

Public Number Dismissed
Information Media As of 24 October 1950 Date (1950)
Broadcasting Facilities 121 Jul - Aug
News Agencles (2) 50 Jul - Aug
Newspaper Companies (46) o110 Jul - Aug
Total GO0

Decision of Fukuoka District Court

Those discharged moved immediately to protest In court actions.
The courts received the cases and heard them. The first decision an-
nounced (a pattern for subsequent decisions) was that of the Fukuoka
District Cour! In the case of certain dismissed persons vs the Western
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Office of the ASAHI SHIMBUN, handed down 9 September 1950. The
appellants protested that the action of the ASAHI in dismissing com-
munists was unconstitutional and in violation of the Labor Standards
Law. The judgment of the court was:

“The people in general have already deemed that there Is
a danger that the Communist Party may proceed to organized
activity with the objective of violent revolution. This fact is
also known from General MacArthur's letters and messages. If
these activities are unchecked a state of disturbance and anarchy
and rule by force will be brought about: fundamental human
rights will be trampled, and the Constitution become as a sheet
of waste paper. The aim of democracy under the new Constitu-
tion is emancipation of the individual from feudal and totalitarian
oppressions and his utmost protection to enjoy fundamental rights
and liberties. The objective of the Japan Communist Party Is the
bondage of class dictatorial power. The party’s method of realiza-
tion of this objective is disturbance of order and domination by
violence. The Constitution guarantees freedom of thought, con-
science, speech and association but it does not guarantee against
frustration of these freedoms by subversive activity. Further,
the guarantee of fundamental rights by the Constitution does not
give the right—even in order to realize a certain ideal—to ignore
the basic human rights of others. . .. Rights and liberties which
our Constitution intends to guarantee have their own limits in the
public welfare. . . . Each individual Is a unit in social life of the
community and it cannot be considered proper exercise of right
and freedom to abuse the exercise of guaranteed liberties bevond
the limits which are inherent in these libertles.

“To be a member of the Japan Communist Party or a fellow
sympathizer thereof is not only to be true to the creed of com-
munism but to take action at any time, in obedience to the party’s
directives, as a member of a defiant organization which with de-
structive motive attacks the Constitution and all other laws and
ordinances. Therefore, it is not contrary to the Constitution that
a private organization producing an important publication eli-
minated members of the Japan Communist Party or its sym-
pathizers In order to protect the press from the danger as men-
tioned above: such action was a necessary measure of protection
against the threat of disturbance and destruction of the strong
organization of the Japan Communist Party—not a discrimination
against the profession of creed.”

Rationalization in Industries and Utilities
Industry and utilities also felt the need to free their employee organiza-
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tions of communist influence. Encouraged by the action of the public
information media companies as upheld by the decision of the Fukuoka
District Court, and by the statement of the Japanese Government that
it intended further action to sever governmental emplovees active in
support of communism, companies in these fields began a program of
release of communists in sensitive positions In the autumn of 1950,

A tabulation of those discharged and scheduled to be discharged
follows:

No. No,

Industries Employed Dismissed Percentage
Banking Firms 111,700 27 02
Chemical Industry 170,000 1,432 84
Coal Mining 395,000 1,924 AS
Express Companies 110,000 516 A6
Electrical Industry 204,000 2,137 1.04
Heavy Industry (iron & steel)* 190,000 2,164 1.13
Life Insurance Industry 12,300 10 08
Mining (other than coal) 70,000 219 31
Motion Picture Companies 8,000 122 1.52
Ofl Industry 105,000 91 08
Printing Industry 12,000 160 1.33
Private Rallway 134,000 519 S8
Pulp Industry 30,000 110 6
spinning & Textile Industry 200,000 83 04

* Includes automobile manufacturing & shipbuilding companies,

The program of labor rationalization undertaken independently by
Japanese agencies concerned has undoubtedly drawn moral support from
SCAP and encouragement from the warm response of Japanese public
opinion. It has turned the practical control of Japanese unions to labor
leaders whose primary interest is betterment of the laborers’ lot. Though
it has militated against the livelihood of 22,000 people, it has enabled
millions more to maintain their employment under steadily bettering
conditions. The dismissals have not been predicated solely on.ideological
belief or party afliliation, but have been made after analysis of misconduct
and on the job risk: neglect of duty, obstruction of business, betraval of
official information, tendency to sabotage, and acts prejudiclal to the
integrity of government and public welfare. Those affected are protected
by sound labor procedures inciuding appeal to the courts. Unless ill-
advised management abuses the rationalization program to offend honest
labor leadership, Japan’s labor management relationships will continue
vastly improved.




XIIl. PARTY FINANCES

The Japan Communist Party Is not financially self-sustaining. In
the past it has depended upon grants of funds from more prosperous
organs of the Comintern, donations variously secured, and activities not
quite within the law.

Dues of loyval members constitute the greatest source of income to
the present Japan Communist Party. Members are expected to give
within their means, and in any event, to pay into the pariy treasury
at least one per cent of earnings, however small. The heaviest expense
is for personnel since the Communist Party, depending upon the all-out
efforts of its leaders and organizers, must maintain them and their
familles.

Even when most prosperous the Japan Communist Party never has
quite enough money and, generally, it has far from enough.

Pre-war Financing

In the period from organization of the first Communist Party in
Japan until 1943, the party is believed to have been financed largely by
donations from the Russian, Chinese and American communist parties.
Police records Indicate that when KONDO Eizo returned from Shanghal
in May 1921, he brought 6,500 ven with him for the party funds. There
are other such instances. WATANABE Masanosuke was bringing funds
from China for the party when fearing capture by the police, he com-
mitted suicide. Some additional funds came from the party's publication
enterprises, such as the Hope Pavilion, the Marx Bookstore, and the
White Willow House, and from contributions made by culture groups.
No great sums were needed since the party was small and its program
not ambitious.

Party revenue for 1933 was recorded by police investigators as ap-
proximately the following:

Estimated Revenue for 1933

Party fees (500 CP members) ¥ 12,000
All Japan Workers' Union 30,000
Japan Proletariat Cultural League 30,000
College Students and Teachers 36,000
Individuals 30,000
[Hegally acquired (DAIHYAKU Bank Robbery) 31,500

Total ¥ 169,800

Postwar Financial Difficulties

When the Japan Communist Party became active In 1945, first ex-
penses were met by contributions from unidentified agencles of Inter-
national Communism.




There were also considerable contributions to fund-gathering cam-
paigns conducted on the streets and at mass rallies. This spring of gen-
eral public financial support quickly dried up as the party’s shining
promises tarnished and it therefore became necessary to organize a special
financial section. KUROKI Shigenori had the job for a short time in
the spring of 1946 until succeeded by KAMEYAMA Kozo.

KAMEYAMA continued as the party's ablest finance expert. Under
his guldance a financial accounting section endeavored to keep party
finances on a business basis. Despite his efforts, however, demands upon
the exchequer have Invariably exceeded receipts,

A crisis was reached in September 1949 when the party over-extended
financlally as a result of optimistic estimates of the effects of the January
1949 election results and communist successes in China. KAMEYAMA
then pointed out that the party was paying salaries to 7,000 organizers
and subsidizing more than 20 propaganda and educational agencies. He
warned that party Income could not stand the strain and that the Japan
Communist Party was on the verge of bankruptey. He stated that almost
half of the party members were not paying their dues and that prosper-
ing members such as authors NAKANO Shigeji and NISHIZAWA Ryujl
were firmly opposing the program of levies on the basis of abllity to pay.

KAMEYAMA's diatribe was not well received. He had detractors
{including at that time AKAHATA's Chief, SHIGA Yoshio, who objected
to his efforts to bring the paper's revenues into the common party ac-
counts) and he was therefore replaced by YOSHIZUMI Kivoshi. YOSHI-
ZUMI had been working with NOZAKA in furtherance of Sino-Japanese
trade talks with businessmen, but he was not recommended by any parti-
cular financlal ability. The financial support NOZAKA had promised
from businessmen interested In trade with communist China falled to
materialize. In October salaries of party workers could not be paid.

KAMEYAMA's Reforms

The party called KAMEYAMA back In November to institute the
reform he demanded including control of AKAHATA accounts by the
Financial Section, reduction in the number of salaried party organizers
and officials, and rationalization of subsidies to party schools, propaganda
agencies and enterprises. No action in liquidation of personal debts of
party leaders was to be taken even when those debts were to banks for
sums passed directly to the party.

KAMEYAMA's reforms could not resolve the crisis but they alleviated
it, and by mid-1950 party workers were receiving their pay with acceptable
regularity. KAMEYAMA, however, issued a warning that there was no
ground for optimism. He stated in a “White Paper” presented to the
Central Guidance Section that the party’s budget for the fiscal yvear had
been predicated upon income of ¥226,000,000 more than it could collect
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and that the spending of ¥65,000,000 more than originally budgeted had

been proposed. He stated that the party was dependent upon the dues
of members for 60 per cent of its income and that dues collections were

in arrears. He presented the following table to point decreasing revenue
from this source, adding that dues were normally expected from twofold

the number of those listed as regular members:

Year Regular Members Membership Fees
i, RO {4 SRR, o O 8,132 Y 2,650
0L AP SR L GRS P e 16,947 ¥ 3,762,871
OB & - 6'e o d'e il qiebae Bl alaieia dhen-4 37,612 ¥ 62,803,470
T AR AL e Ay T e 03,935 ¥ 150,296,300
RO 57 60 a0 ivs's v e aivid matdieaby 37 4 75,832 _

His paper Included information that, though the party had expected
¥50,000,000 in contributions in 1949, only ¥30,000,000 came in; and that,
of ¥30,000,000 estimated from this source in 18950, not one half could be

collected.

Party Enterprises and Holdings

Party enterprises have been re-examined since KAMEYAMA's state-
ment and the following are no longer subsidized:

Theatre Puppet Group

Advance Theatrical Troupe

Yovogi Bookstore

Hikari Technical Works

Soviet Repatriation Livelihood Protection League

Democratic Paper—Player Group
League of OKinawans

Subsidies are continued however to the Communist Party School,
the Marx-Lenin Research Institute, the Sanichi School, and the Yoyogi
Health Clinic.

The party organ, AKAHATA, and its affiliates were most profitable
of the enterprises. Their gross was ¥55,000,000 in 194950, and despite
wasteful business methods they turned ¥4,000,000 into the party treasury.
This income is lost as the result of the paper's excesses which necessitated
its suspension by SCAP in mid-1950.

Profitable party enterprises are:

Central Bookstore Company, Limited

Shimbashi Bookstore
Domestic and Foreign Construction Company, Limited

Campa Merchandise Company
Yoyogi Club
Bunka (Cultural) Confectionary
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The party's real property, held in the names of KAMEYAMA, NOZAKA
and other party leaders is principally in the Yovogi District of Tokyo.
[t totals about ¥10,000,000 in book value, but is heavily mortgaged. It
consists of 1,400 tsubo of land and 25 buildings, mostly of frame structure,
aggregating 1,000 tsubo.

Recognizable party bank accounts on 1 October 1850 were:

Bank Depositor Amount of Deposit
OSAKA Bank Individuals ¥1.112.371.95
TEIKOKU Bank Individuals 102,085.34
FUJI Bank Party 113.97

Individuals 36,333.59
KYOWA Bank Individuals 16.00
Grand Total ¥1,250,920.85

Mlegal Fund Raising Activity

In the past, the party has turned to International Communism and
to illegal pursuits when in desperate financial straits. Thus far there are
only two provable instances of illegal fund raising activity: One involves
santonin valued at ¥700,000 unlawfully imported in 1949 bv Tottori com-
munists; the second, heroin valued at ¥1,500,000 seized by police from
Kyvushu communists In September 1900,

Concerning present contributions from International Communism
there is no definite information. Certainly, however, the partv's expenses
continue far in excess of apparent income.
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XIV. PARTICIPATION IN MASS VIOLENCE

As expounded by International Communism's lesser prophets, Marx.
Leninism demands that the communist employ every means to disrupt
society in prelude to revolution. Legal or illegal method alike is ac-
ceptable. Local circumstance and the inclination of native leaders are
only factors In determining party tactics,

Communist efforts to disrupt Japanese society by general strike, con-
trol of government workers' unions, legal political maneuvers, and those
other measures a communist party uses to temper its workers and bring
an awareness of party presence to the people have not been successful
in Japan. Neither has mass violence been of any avail, though the
postwar pariy has probed the efliciency of this tactic.

1946 Incidents

At the Itabashi Japanese Government Supply Depot on 21 January
1946, IWATA Kiichi organized and led 2,000 of Tokyo's hungry to raid
and selzure by force of certain foodstuff within the depot.

TOKUDA, NOZAKA, KASUGA Shoichi and ITO Kenichi forced their
way into the Prime Minister's official residence at the head of a mob
on 7 April 1946. Gates, doors and windows were broken. Prime Minister
SHIDEHARA Kijuro was frightened and the Occupation Forces were
alerted to prevent repetition of such incident. On 12 Mayv 1945, IWATA
and TOKUDA tried the feelings of the people on the Emperor System,
exhorting @ mob In the Imperial Plaza that the Imperial family was living
in luxury while the people starved. They found supporters and, leading
them, pressed past guards to the palace environs,

General MacArthur thereafter, on 20 May 1944, called upon the
Japanese people to cease such lawless action.

There was no further notable instance of communist-instigated public
violence until 1949, Then, at Fukuoka during the first ten days of Mayv,
communisis led a protest against the discharge of unreliable Fukuoka
Western Rallway Company emplovees and public disturbances occurred
Including seizure by a mob of the railroad company’'s offices.

A month later the Japan Steel Company at Hirozhima announced
discharge of 600 employees. Local communist organizations supported
the disgruntied workers and Instigated forceable action of such unruly
character that police intervention was required.

Taira and Associated Cases

In Taira (Fukushima Prefecture), on 30 June 1949, after police
ordered removal of a communist signboard which interfered with traffic,
the communists and leftist Koreans seized the police station, hoisted a
red flag, and for four hours refused eviction. Simultaneouslv, communist.
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led mobs engaged in disorderly demonstration at the Fukushima Assembly,
the Korivama (Fukushima Prefecture) Police Station and the Hirota Iron
Works of the Tokyo Steel Company Limited. Japanese reaction was a
mixture of fear and revulsion and party prestige suffered nation-wide.

Korean League

Communists among the Koreans perpetrated many acts of violence
generally directed against non-communist Koreans, The communist-
dominated League of Koreans in Japan planned to destroy the more
moderate Korean Republic Assoclation of Japan. On 31 July 1949, League
members attacked during a ceremony at the Utsunomiva Branch of the
Association, destroying property and injuring several people. On 15
August 1949, the League interfered with an Association-sponsored parade
at Onoda City (Yamaguchi Prefecture) and in the ensuing brawl 43 per-
sons were injured. Finally, on 20 August 1949, at three o'clock in the
morning, the League sent a mob against the locality occupied by Associa-
tion members in Shimonoseki (Yamaguchi Prefecture) to kill, burn and
destroy. Thereafter, the League was dissolved as a terroristic organiza-
tion. Its principal members were purged; its properties seized; and the
position of the more moderate Association thereby strengthened.

Eells and Plaza Cases

The communists do not publicly instigate violent action against mem-
bers of the Occupation. Only two notable instances have occurred. Early
in May 1950, Dr. Eells, CI&E educator, was "booed” by communists in
student groups at schools in Sendai and Sapporo. There was no violence
and this incident took importance only from the publicity it received.
During the course of a communist-sponsored rally in the Imperial Plaza,
30 May 1950, Occupation Force personnel were attacked by eight young
communists when they intervened to quiet a disturbance involving mem-
bers of the mob and a Japanese policeman. The rowdies received no
encouragement or protection from the crowd and they were immediately
identified and arrested by the Military Police and tried and sentenced
by Occupation Court,.

Mitaka Accusation

Even as communist leaders realize the party exists in Occupied
Japan by sufferance and accordingly avold public taint of violence, so do
extremists in opposition to the Communist Party recognize this vulnera-
bility and accuse the party of guilt in many disorders where complicity
is not legally provable. Such was the Mitaka Railway Incident of 15 July
1949, when an individual communist sympathizer illegally moved a seven-
car electric train and caused it to leave the track. Members of a com-
munist cell were accused of plotting this tragic act which cost the lives
of six innocent bystanders. No evidence, however, vet has been found to
substantiate party connivance.
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XV. CONCLUSION

Because General MacArthur's insight and leadership and American
economic aid forestalled chaotic postwar upheaval in Japan, the Com-
munist Party had no opportunity to seize control. Japan Communism’s
opportunity was to become a national party representing liberal labor and
other left wing elements of society. Since, however, the parly, as a seg-
ment of International Communism, must play its part in the scheme of
world communization, local party leaders cannot achieve NOZAKA's ideal
of the “lovable racial party.”

Where Communism does not find chaos ready-made, it seeks to create
it. To create chaos in the communistic pattern, three factors must be
present: A disaffected peasantry and urban proletariat; a susceptible
police or military agency sufficiently strong to control the people; and
such insecurity that the majority disregarding familiar habit patterns
demand drastic changes.

The seeds of these factors were present in Japan, but Occupation
reforms halted their growth, Land reform made property holders of the
former peasantry. Decentralization made it impossible to seize control
of the people through control of security agencies. The Japanese people,
intelligent, hardworking, cultured and by Asiatic comparison with high
standards of livelihood and education have clung to the familiar,

Communism therefore cannot succeed in Japan except through econo-
mic conditions vastly worsened or by armed aggression. Communism will
not be stamped out, however, and as NABEYAMA Sadachika has sald,
“No government operation can eliminate them and their illegal activity,
only a counter-acting social force can defeat them.”

The Japan Communist Party will strive to retain legal status. The
party has large stakes in property held, public positions attained, and
the will-o-the-wisp of common front with socialistic parties. To what un-
pardonable excesses subservience to International Communism may bring
it cannot be predicted however.

The unenviable situation of the Japan Communist Party was suc-
cinctly summarized by General MacArthur in his statement on the Third
Anniversary of the Japanese Constitution, 3 May 1950, as follows:

“Established in the immediate postwar era as a political party
under constitutional protection and dedicated to the advance of
certain political, economic and social theories, the Japan Com-
munist Party proceeded initially in moderation and thereby
enlisted some public support. In its endeavor to press this advan-




tage, however, it went the way of all Communist movements,
becoming increasingly intemperate in political and socia! activity,
and In due course aroused a popular revulsion which in turn
relegated the party into virtual political eclipse. More latterly its
shattered remnant, in frustration born of this fallure, has cast
off the mantle of pretended legitimacy and assumed instead the
role of an avowed satellite of an international predatory force and
a Japanese pawn of allen power policy, imperialistic purpose and
subversive propaganda. ***Any thought that Japanese Com-
munism might preserve a more moderate domestic course than
characterizes the movement abroad was thoroughly disabused by
its open submission to external contral, its embarkation upon the
spread of false, malicious and inflammatory propaganda intended
to mislead and coerce the public mind, and its public adoption of
objectives both anti-Japanese and inimical to Japan's public
interest. ***The tragedy is that in every community it gains
some converts among those citizens inherently law-abiding but
mentally abnormal, frustrated, gullible or uninformed, and be-
comes because of this facade of respectability a seemingly res
ponsible movement to which lawless elements may rally in order
to fully exploit the vulnerable points Inherent in democratic free-
dom. ***The issue is therefore clear and unequivocal. ***l have
the utmost faith that should coming events presage the need for
definitive action here to preserve the public welfare against the
destructive potential of this form of insidious attack, the Japanese
people will proceed with wisdom, serenity and justice, without
falling the integrity of their Constitution.”
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