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By 1985, ,the ﬂames of revolution that had been ragmg in ltlle
Peruvian Department of Ayacucho had leapt to Puno. New guernlla
fronts now, extended- the length of the country along |ts mountain
spine from Ca]amarca in the North to Puno in the south’ as well as to
the cities along the coastal plains in the west and m the eastern
jungle hlghlands Attacks, involving more and more guerrllla
ambushes of' army units, many motorised, were on the rise, The
main mobile fqrces of the People’s Guerrilla Army (PGA) moved
from village to village, mobilising the masses to/attack semi-feudal
land relatlons \m the countryside through land seizures and .
overthrowmg the. feudal power. Ultimately the srtuation in Peru had
provided fertile soil for the only fruit left to the masses, that: of
revolution. “. - ‘ 3
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But to the world beyond little was being $aid. Semor journalists in
London and New York hdd on separate occasions to]d Révolutionary
Internationalist Moéement (RIM) act1v15ts that they would -hot be'
allowed to report anything | that would mtet‘fere w1t]1 the blackout of the
Communist Parly of PefivPartido Commumsta deT Peru (PCP) s nature
and its real alms} Cgm_monly referrqd’to asa ‘Messmmc Inca natxonahst
orgamsatlorrf it was. p lle to{ avoid' xt,s’ " declaration (I5f M/LM
commcntatoxs -prefemng  relegate Maoism' to the revolutionary era of
China. The mass mobilisation o peasants’and workersmPeni
were suppo$ )"due o ‘terrdnst mtmmldatwn

thefefore .

political power for the proletariat and the people, assumed its role of
carrying out revolutionary violence with the initiation of the armed
struggle on the 17" of May 1980, and with this the protracted process
of the class struggle of the Peruvian proletariat and people has taken a
qualitative leap: The continuing political struggle went over fo
revolutionary warfare, with armed struggle-.as the main form of
organisation... In this way our party cast off the dead weight of more
than 50 years and overcame the shamqﬁd and rotten electoralism
imposed upon the masses, and began to write the peoples real
liberation with dynamzte and lead,...

“Ideology, havmg the conect polmcal Ime, is everythmg, " said
Gustavo Gorriti, a Peruwan journalist who.has written extensively on
the PCP. “If the , guerrillas wanted modern weapons the cocaine Mafia
would provide thém happily as'a means of diverting attention from' their
own operations. Séhdero doesn’t want them. They like to quote Mao: /A
we don’t have men or rifles but have the correct line, we'll get men and
rifles. If we hqve men and rifles but don t have the correct line, we; "
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lose both.” ” 'ﬁ' ‘ /
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Under the strategy of Prolracted People s War, the new state was

contmulng to grow within the old as the PGA expanded its temtonal
influence. Vanous forms of revolutlonary power had emerged: “The first
People s Committees had appeared towards the end of 1982 when

‘llandlords and local authorities were overthrown, the new: structures

arising out of committees established by the peasants to divide the
seized harvests, the organising of collective planting for futm;e harvests,

and the ﬁmctlons of the new political rule. !

i

As well as the People’s Committees, there emerged People s Power
Reorganising Committees in areas where the government had returned
to overthrow, the revolutionary forces. There were also clandestme

: People s Committees and People’s Power Organising Commlttees in
“areas where the reactionary elements had been cleaned out but the

hnhtary snll operated. These structures reflected the twists and tums of
the war. The PCP called such areas, ‘The essence of People's War, the
People’s xCommnttees establishing embryonic forms of the new
revolutlonpry state power that was to come. - -, i
t
Party units w1th|n tlile PGA ranks camed (‘)ut agntatlon, propaganda and
orgamsatlonal worl& recruiting into the g}lemlla formatlons When the
mobile forces ‘moved on, they leﬁ behind party units whose task was to

help establish 'and consohdate new People’s Comrmtteés and organise

mass orgamsatrons’ from v1llage£ militias and- locally based- units-of the—

PGA to-recruiting the most advanced peasant activists to become party

" members.

Fidel Castro, in an interview in the Madrid newspaper El Pais (January
1985), warned that, ‘a social outbreak could occur in Latin America,
where there are large masses of peasants, workers, students,
intellectuals and middle strata in an increasingly desperate situation.
One would have to be blind not to see that... Look at Peru: What will
Alan Garcia find when he receives the presidential sash? An
insupportable economic situation, insoluble social problems and
guerrillas in the mountains; nobody can explain the increasing activity
of these guerrillas because nobody knows very well what Sendero
Luminoso thinks, what it is and what it wants.’

Castro, of course, was well able to read and could easily have analysed
the PCP programme, but was deemed perhaps to be feigning ignorance.

With such wilful refusal to engage with the realities of the PCP as a
revolutionary organisation and its programme, the tired clichés that
carelessly attributed massacres, homophobia, drug-dealing and messianic
fanaticism to Peru’s Maoists was all that would be said.

As the PCP itself stated, ‘The Communist Party of Peru, a Marxist-
Leninist-Maoist party, a communist party rebuilt in the fight against
revisionism, including within its own ranks, a party of a new type to seize

In 1984, the party had launched the campaign ‘Begin the Great Leap’ to
‘seize power piece by piece’ in the countryside, constructing
revolutionary base areas and linking up village-level People’s
Committees that were designed to be the organs of the new state. The
PCP brought forward the slogan, ‘Strengthen the People’s Committees,
develop the base areas and advance the New Democratic People’s
Republic.”

In response, the government increased the number of armed forces
fighting the PCP from 29,000 to 45,000. It also intensified its policy of
moving peasants into ‘strategic hamlets’, to break the influence of the
People’s Committees. The PCP however had stepped up operations to
open up new zones of guerrilla actions, stretching down the mountain
backbone of the country from Cajamarca in the North to Puno in the
South. This made it more difficult for the military to concentrate its
forces in Ayacucho, Huancavelica and Apurimac.

Rural Andean agriculture was concretely semi-feudal, with three
characteristics, described by Mariategui as land, serfdom and
Gamonalismo (rule by local despots). Such a system maintained itself
by condemning two-thirds of the population to hunger. Survival
therefore required an increasingly militarised and bureaucratic state.
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of the knife, the car in question was found to have been recently stolen
from Peru’s Attorney General.

On April 14", according to the chairman of the Armed Forces Joint
Command and the Interior Minister, on Election Day the state
mobilised 85,000 troops from the three branches of the armed forces
and 70,000 police, to protect polling stations. There were tall tales in
the media of guerrillas cutting off the index fingers of those that voted
as Peruvians were required to place a fingerprint on the voters’ records
to show that they voted. No photographic evidence was ever produced.

There were also widespread reports of the army pressing the population
to vote APRA and statistics showed that those that were registered but
did not vote, or that cast invalid ballots, added up to 3,479,204 (34.86
percent of those eligible), according to the Department of the National
Elections Registry. When the votes came in, Garcia claimed that he was
“elected by the votes of the absolute majority of Peruvians.”

The PCP was less than impressed. ‘So who was defeated? APRA, the
armed forces, the electioneers and the organisers of this electoral
farce, for in short, APRA could not get more than a third of the votes,
and so was far from the 43.7 percent attributed to it on a national level
by the JNE, and obviously very far from the 50 percent plus one vote
required to win.’ "

The Peruvian constitution however, required that the President be
elected by 50 percent of electors plus one. Consequently, the popular
rejection of the elections caused problems as APRA failed to reach the
constitutionally required number of votes. The constitution therefore
required another run-off election within thirty days. Such a
prolongation of the already crumbling structure of governance did not
suit the ruling class.

To facilitate an APRA victory, Lima mayor Alfonso Barrantes of the
Izquierda Unida, or United Left Coalition (IU), who had a reported 21
percent of the vote, withdrew from the race. On conceding defeat,
Barrantes announced, “The people voted in their majority for the APRA
party, and this is why I went to congratulate Dr Alan Garcia and to tell
him that the IU does not want to stand in the way of his taking office.”

Therefore the Electoral Commission illegally discounted its own
figures for blank and spoiled ballots, the National Elections Board
declaring that Garcia had got the majority of valid votes. The
Commission justified its actions as being designed not to give the PCP,
‘a new occasion to show their violent hostility to all popular
consultations.” Garcia himself suggested, ‘Let’s not ‘shake up
democracy too much.’

Barrantes, on one of his countless trips abroad (this time to Venézuela)
in May said, echoing Reagan’s pronouncements on revolutionary
resistance, ‘Shining Path will fail... the results of the April 14"
elections and the mass turnout were the best rejection of terrorism.’
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During Garcia’s . presidential inauguration in 28 July, the entire
downtown of Lima was closed off to unauthorised civilians, with
20,000 armed men standing guard. In spite of this, Lima was blacked
out for four days, the Presidential Palace, the Armed Forces Joint
Command and the Prefecture of Police all being hit by car bomb
explosions. The new government was immediately forced to launch its
own brutal war against the revolution, although it proved reluctant to
make public its much touted ‘new strategy to fight subversion.’ There
followed massacres in such areas as Huanbo, Huaychao, Iquicha and
Sacsamarca.

The week following the inauguration, seven peasants, including a
pregnant woman and a young boy, were seen being taken away in an
army truck from the village of Pucayacu, in the Huanta region. A short

while later a hidden grave was discovered containing their mutilated
corpses. Such events had become so common in the 29 provinces under
direct military control that even the press in Lima had begun referring
to ‘a genocide’. Garcia sought to distance himself from the atrocities
being carried out under the state of emergency. On the eve of his
appearing before the UN General Assembly, Garcia fired General
Enrico Praeli, accusing him of keeping, ‘the reality of the anti-
subversive struggle secret from him.’ Praeli was of the Belaunde era so
was easily scapegoated, the rest of the command tending to support
Garcia. Praeli had also previously criticised the unconstitutional nature
of Garcia’s election victory.

Whole areas were systematically attacked and terrorised. In August
14", the village of Llocllapampa, in Accomarca, that had suffered
repeated military incursions, was the site of one of the worst massacres
of the civil war. In the destruction, most of the able-bodied escaped, but
the old and children were left behind. Many of the women and girls in
the village were raped before the survivors were herded into several
buildings that were set ablaze. A two year old child was thrown into a fire
in an act justified by one of the perpetrators, US trained Second-Lieutenant
Telmo Hurtado, because, ‘af that age they [the indigenous inhabitants
of the highlands] are already terrorists.” Some of the survivors made
their way to Lima and in this way news of the massacre was leaked.
Garcia instructed parliament to call on two generals to respond:
Sandhurst-trained General Wilfredo Mori in charge of the Ayacucho
region, and his superior, General Sinieso Jarama.

Initially it was denied that troops had been in the area or that there had
been a massacre. Parliament declared itself satisfied, but, several hours
later, the television evening news showed mass graves in Accosmarca
with 69 corpses, including 22 young children being disinterred.
Garcia’s newly-appointed head of the Armed Forces Joint Command
then issued a communique admitting that there had been an army patrol
that killed 40 peasants, putting the blame on Second-Lieutenant
Hurtado. Mori asked to retire and Jarama was transferred from his job.

Garcia however, as constitutionally supreme chief of Peru’s armed
forces had met many times with the Joint Command to discuss crushing
the revolution. It was also observed that the army could not make
helicopter incursions into the countryside without anyone knowing.
Reports followed, indicating that the Accomarca massacre was just one
of a number of ‘search and destroy’ operations carried out in the
Ayacucho area during August. Shortly afterwards, six people from a
village near Llocllapampa were also killed; perhaps due to their being
witness to the massacre there.

In another nearby village, an elderly couple were shot and chopped up,
military type tracks being later found outside their home. These killings
came in conjunction with army efforts to force the rural population in
the revolutionary areas into military supervised strategic hamlets.
Accomarca had once had a population in the 6,000s. A month later it
was virtually deserted.

In neighbouring Huancavelica, a school teacher who had previously
testified on military abuses to a European human rights commission
was arrested and murdered.

According to the report, ‘Violence against Women in Peru’s Armed
Conflict,” presented by the US-based group Human Rights Watch in
1992, it was charged that violence, rape, and humiliation of the masses
was widespread at this time. The Peruvian military consistently used
rape as a pacification tactic. Soldiers would separate the people of an
area that were being searched by gender, and in front of the men, or in
nearby buildings, the women were raped repeatedly. This shamed and
violated the women and emasculated the men. The legislation that had
established the emergency zones (EMZ) gave jurisdiction for all
disciplinary actions to the military, essentially granting legal sanction
for crimes committed during pacification.
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As part of this organised white terror, there were numerous torture
centres under the control of the army in the ‘Los Cabitos’ barracks in
the city of Ayacucho, in Totos in Cangallo, Qoisa and Pichari in La
Mar, and under the control of the Navy in Huanta. In the Totos camp,
the torture was especially brutal and sadistic. As of July 1983, prisoners
there were forced to dig graves more than three metres deep before
being tortured and killed, some being buried alivé. The ‘missing’
amounted to thousands of people but the exposures and protests came
up against the official silence that denied or ignored the suits brought
against it.

According to the PCP, ‘Its immediate precedent was the sinister policy
of ‘disappearances’ carried out by the 1970s Argentine military
government that bathed its people in blood and even more
ignominiously made tens of thousands ‘disappear.’ A similar policy is
being carried out here, also feeding on the poorest masses, above all
peasants, who are not reported missing because of lack of any
documentation or because of the restrictions and persecutions their
Sfamilies face, but who undoubtedly make up the bulk of the thousands
never found. They lie wrapped in the shadows of as yet undiscovered
graves or in clandestine cemeteries in the many concentration camps,
together with the remains of other exemplary sons and daughters of the
people, of the class and of the revolution.’

In September 25, Garcia’s War Minister, Jose Flores announced that
400 villages had been turned into strategic hamlets run by ‘Civil
defence committees’ as part of its efforts to pacify the rural population.

#it

It was in 1986 that the PCP launched the ‘Gold-Sealed Finishing Stroke
of the Great Leap.” This laid the foundation for the Fourth Military
Plan: To develop support bases. These were advanced in the Peruvian
mountains and were principally centred in Ayacucho, Huancavelica and
Apurimac. By the end of the previous Third Military Plan in late 1986,
the PGA had conducted 28,621 actions, in all but two of the country’s
24 Departments, the government acknowledging that the PCP had
become entrenched in five central and mountain departments.

That February, due to a state of emergency in Lima, Garcia addressed
an outdoor celebration of his party’s founding in Trujillo, a coastal city
in Northern Peru. “Sendero Luminoso made a strategic mistake,” he
declared. “If they had expanded into the ‘Andean Trapeze’” — the
departments in the south-central and southern Andes — “we would have
had much bigger and more serious problems. Perhaps the subversion
would have won overwhelming victory... Now it's too late.” As Garcia
deigned to give military advice to the PCP, a car bomb blew up a
nearby bank. Two APRA party offices and six embassies were hit on
the same day in Lima. :

During the February curfews, 38,111 people were detained and four
people shot by night-time patrols. Tanks lumbered through the city
streets as a series of government buildings were attacked with car
bombs. A few days following Garcia’s speech, a peasant uprising broke
out where Garcia said it was impossible, in the southern department of
Puno; a department the size of Belgium high in the Andes and
bordering Lake Titicaca, Bolivia and Chile.

There followed major guerrilla-led attacks on co-operatives in Puno in
February and March, the PCP pledging to ‘turn Puno into another
Ayacucho.” The PGA attacked the administrative buildings of co-ops,
the peasants moving in to take the land. As word spread, the PGA
would often find peasants waiting for them on mountain passes to ask
them to visit their villages. The district governor was shot in February,
and in Azangaro, the largest town in the central region of the
department, the PCP posted a list of fifteen top officials and merchants
that had to leave town on threat of death.

The PCP was known to recruit heavily amongst highland Indians and
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had the highest proportion of women commanders in Latin American
guerrilla history. Now it was making closer ties with the miners, an
important part of Peru’s proletariat. The Minister of Mines and Energy,
in March, claimed that the PCP had led workers in armed clashes
during a strike of 17,000 workers at the state-owned Centramin Mines
in the department of Pasco. At the same time, three thousand strikers
with their wives and children had set off on a five day ‘sacrifice march’
across the mountains to win support for higher wages.

Actions had stepped up along coastal areas, in the cities, especially
Lima, and also in the jungle highlands and the cities there. Attacks
throughout the country increased in quality; involving ambushes,
destruction of strategic hamlets, land invasions, sabotage, armed
propaganda, agitation and selective annihilation.

In Ayacucho, the PCP struck blows at the Armed Forces anti-guerrilla
bases (According to a statement by the Minister of War, there were
seventy of these). June 7%, Army Day, the ceremonial pledge of
allegiance, presided over by Garcia was sabotaged by explosive
charges, one of them only 20 metres from the reviewing stands. In spite
of the state of emergency and the weight of police and military
deployment, the revolution could, it seemed, strike anywhere.

The PGA was organised in detachments in the cities, and platoons,
companies and battalions in the countryside, always under the double
command system, one political and the other military. Guided by the
slogan, “develop the companies and strengthen the platoons aiming for
battalions,” the revolutionary army was built upon Lenin’s thesis
regarding the people’s militia and its three functions as police, army
and administration.

The Central Committee of the PCP summed up, ‘Thus the war was not
conceived in terms of one single region but in terms of simultaneous
through uneven development in several regions, with one of them
principal (which one that is could change according to necessity), all
within the framework of a strategically centralised and tactically
decentralised plan.’

At the very heart of the regime however, a new front had been opening
up and was developing rapidly.
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The most secure part of any regime is within its financial centres, its
places of government and its prisons. During his presidency, Belaunde
had moved many hundreds of captured revolutionaries to three main
prisons in Lima to counter the PCP ‘jailbreak line’. By the end of 1985,
974 PCP prisoners were facing terrorism charges. However, PCP policy
meant that fighters should tum wherever they were incarcerated into a
front line of combat. The initial plan to move the prisoners to the Callao
jails of Santa Barbara and Lurigancho just west of Lima and the off-
shore rocky penal colony three miles off the coast known as El Fronton
(recently renamed San Juan Bautista), had involved brutal beatings and
the death of one prisoner.

The Pabellon Azul (Blue Pavilion) at El Fronton housed 160 inmates.
The Lurigancho prison (officially San Pedro penitentiary), located in
one of the most populous districts in Lima, held 124 prisoners in the
Industrial Pavilion and at Santa Barbara, 64 inmates were held. The
PCP prisoners occupied special areas, separate from other prisoners and
worked to liberate the space they were held in seeking to minimise the
state’s control. They could not however, avoid the ferocity of the state
responses as the prison massacre of October 1985 proved. Neither did
the prisoners’ ability to gain control of their accommodation mean that
they enjoyed comfortable lives, or were free from violence and
harassment. The water was often cut off for weeks at a time and
beatings, tear gas murders of prisoners were not uncommon. On one
occasion six were shot dead and thirty others wounded. After the
October rising, delegates of the PCP and prison authorities agreed to






Back in the prisons, in response to government preparations to destroy
them, the prisoners launched a campaign called ‘Expose and Resist,’
declaring their resolve to resist the transfer to the maximum security
Miguel Castro Castro jail in the Lima shanty town of Canto Grande. In
November the prisoners denounced the government’s ‘genocidal plan’
and filed an appeal against the Naval Minister, which was found to be
‘well founded’ by a civil court. A week later, El Fronton inmates
informed a judge of rumours that they were to be transferred to Canto
Grande, where prisoners would be forced into separate cells.

This culminated in January 15" 1986 when a clash between family
members and the Civil Guard led to the killing of one of the relatives,
and the wounding of 20 others. This forced the Minister of Justice to
declare, “There will be no transfer to Canto Grande because the prison
is not for terrorists.”

By mid-1986 Garcia had revived the idea of sending the prisoners to
Canto Grande andfor transferring them back to prisons in the
emergency zones under military rule. In April, Navy Rear Admiral
Ponce Canessa, a commander of the marines, who had been in charge
of counter-insurgency operations for the Joint Command had been shot
by the PGA. The military now spoke openly of taking revenge in an
attempt to restore morale. A Jetter sent by the prisoners to Equis X (19
May 86) warned that a massacre was being planned by the military, ‘in
order to deal a mortal blow to the revolution and the class. They want
to take vengeance on the prisoners of war; they are planning to commit
genocide against us to pay off their blood debt” for the rear admiral.
Lawyers for the prisoners denounced the government plans to the press,
the New York Times revealing how ‘Officers told of a premeditated
plan to mow down every last Sendero captive.’

The military clamoured for the death penalty as it was impossible, they
claimed, to re-educate a Senderista by putting them in jail. This call
was popular in many quarters including with the Attorney General.
Newspapers churned out the falsehood that the prisons had become the
PCP’s central planning centre. On May 1986, the prisoners in
Lurigancho released a statement denying that they were digging tunnels
and stating that such claims were to prepare public opinion for
massacres to follow. They accused the prison authorities of not sticking
by the deal signed the previous year, a claim complicated by the fact
that the EI Fronton director had been assassinated in Lima by the PGA
four days previously.

Across Peru the People’s War was developing, striking hard in Lima
itself and government policy towards captured revolutionaries should
be seen within this framework. An intensification of systematic
provocations against the prisoners in violation of the agreements
extracted from Belaunde and the APRA government, recognising the
prisoners’ ‘special status’ and acknowledging their rights under
international legislation, increased tensions between the two sides.
These rights had been won and defended through firm struggles against
affronts that included naval incursions at El Fronton and reconnaissance
flights over the prison. Parliament had approve(f a law stipulating that
prisoners should be transferred to areas where they themselves were
from. Garcia postponed this plan however, waiting it appears, for the
best moment for another massacre.

That same month, the streets of Lima were thronged with international
dignitaries, journalists, politicians and foreign heads of state, crowding
hotels and restaurants in anticipation of the Seventeenth Socialist
International Conference, being held that year in Latin America for the
first time. Missions from forty countries were in Lima, twenty-two of
the delegations representing their governments. Several Prime
Ministers had cancelled due to security concerns but former West
German chancellor Willy Brandt was helping raise the profile of the
conference. Garcia saw the Socialist International as a way to announce
his own vision of centre-left social democratic politics.
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The problem of the revolutionary prisoners remained the fly in Garcia’s
ointment however, and a reckoning squatted upon the horizon.
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At 6.00am on Wednesday 18" June, prisoners at the three jails rose up
in unison, seizing hostages and weapons. The morning sun fell upon a
slogan, stretching across El Fronton’s walls, ‘Finish off the Great Leap
with a Gold Seal,” referring to the final stages of the PCP’s Great Leap
military strategy to win revolutionary base areas.

Issuing their demands, the prisoners called upon the Garcia government
to abide by the agreements signed the year before. The prisoners
presented the authorities with a 25-point petition that included demands
ranging from ending abuses and mistreatment inside the prisons to
halting the ‘disappearances.’

As soon as the rebellion began Garcia called an emergency cabinet
meeting that included top military commanders of the three armed
institutions, the Joint Command, deciding to ‘restore the national
order.’ It was decided that the Republican Guard, the branch of the
police in charge of the prison system, would play a role. The
government also called together a government-sponsored ‘Peace
Commission’ as the Joint Command prepared to send in its forces.

Garcia, reeling from the attacks in the cities and mounting numbers of
police casualties, entrusted the armed forces with retaking control,
instructing them to put down the rebellion, rescue the hostages and
transfer the prisoners to Canto Grande. Peruvian Vice President Luis
Alberto Sanchez would later claim that the prisoners refused to
negotiate due to ‘an almost religious obedience to a new fanaticism.’

The Peace Commission then was a standing government commission
created in September 1985 but with no negotiating power. At Callao
their representatives failed to dissuade the women. At Lurigancho,
during the stand-off, the Commission waited thirty minutes outside the
prison, with no response from the warden and eventuaily gave up
without even getting to speak to PCP representatives. When they
arrived at El Fronton, navy commandos from San Lorenzo were already
taking up positions on the island. State attorneys, judges and prison
authorities had also been blocked by security forces in their efforts to
carry out real dialogue, requested by the Fronton prisoners themselves.

The women prisoners were held in a converted house facility called
Santa Barbara which held about sixty-four female guerrillas in Callao,
Lima's port city. Under the control of the air-force, the police entered
via the roof while simultaneously blowing two other entrances with
dynamite. The women fought back with improvised weapons and were
met with gunfire. The inmates held out until the following moming,
two inmates dying and six others wounded in the assault. A government
statement announcing Santa Barbara's recapture said that inmates had
used weapons and high explosives. The survivors were beaten and
forcibly transferred to another prison.

At Lurigancho, the mutiny started when a penitentiary agent was taken
prisoner at 6.00am. Around 2.00pm, military commanders were
notified of the government decision to send in the army.

The order to attack was given to Army General Jorge Rabonel Portilla
around 8.40pm. The Republican Guard were to execute the plan, and an
army unit, CEC 501 was in support. The director of the prison asked for
a written order but was told to leave such formalities aside. The
Republican Guard and troops arrived at 9.00pm and around 10.00pm
the plan was formed to have CEC 501 open holes in the Pavilion walls
to allow access for the Republican Guard. :

The operation started around 12.30am. The fighters had built
fortifications in their cell block, fighting with home-made munitions
and a very small number of captured weapons. The TV news showed
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