


It is often said that we live in a time of post-truth or post-facts politics, 
whereby conventional discourse is polluted by the deliberate concoction and 
propagation of rumours, emotionally manipulative lies, straw man 
arguments, conspiracy theories and so-ca lled fake news. Naturally it is a 
phenomenon created for rational reasons involving the controlling of 
information to shape public perceptions a nd advance the political agendas 
of the ruling class. The West continues to self-identify as tolerant and 
havino democratic values, but in the face of mounting crisis, the mask 
increa"'s ingly fa ils to conceal the monster beneath. In the face of obvious 
facts the post-truth strategy has its useful function, but it allows only 
evasion, as reality, red in tooth and claw, cannot be buried for long. 

Paying homage to the sharp edge of imperia li st aggress ion and power the 
monkeys that would be organ gri nders of the Free State gove'."ment move 
constantly in thei r attempts to coerce _Southen:i Ire land into NATO. 
Understandino that th is is deeply unpopular with the Irish people as a whole, the 
Free Staters claim that Ire land outs ide NATO is under fore ign threat, urged on 
by the only country that has actua lly_ attack_ed Ireland, and in a consistent way, 
cont inues to mi litarily occupy part of 1ts territory. 

But discontent and aspirations for change in Ire land has met its obstac les, am~ng 
which is the sudden ri se of fascist sentiments that has absorbed so_much working 
class anger and driven it down the cul-de-sac of racist persecut ion. As Assata 
Shakur reminds us, ""The media will tell you who your enemies are over and 
over until vou beain to believe innocent people are a rhrear. Thmk and see for 
vourse/f. ·· 'Appar:ntly unaware that refugees are often created by wars begun by 
·NATO, a significant section of the Iri sh populace have a llowed themselves to be 
mobilised by malign ant i-Republican and fascist elements to target non-wh ite 
migrants to the country as apparent scapegoats for the very real problems created 

by Ireland 's ruling c lass. 

It was never the case however. that Ire la nd was incapable o~ looking afte r its 
poor: rather, as in a ll capita list countries, its econom1~ system 1s JUS'.. not a~l e :~ 
satisf ihe rich. Whi le the s ha llow mantrn _of Ireland s racists, that We s iou 
look rfter our own firs t" is never sa id w1th1n earshot of those_ that actually work 
among the homeless and disadvantaged. the stay-at_-h~me rac ist can rest assure~ 
that the rulino class does look after its own, 11 J USI 1sn t them. As Fre~ Ha_mpto 
said to those ~hat would I isten. ··No maffer 1vhat colour you are. thei e cu e only 

flVO classes. ·· 

But someti mes a crisis will appea r w ithin imperia lism that brings all the 
· · · · · ·h p t·ocus The pro- Israel narrative 111 hypocrisies of the dominant powers into 5 ar · . ~ 1 1 the face of an ongoino televised genocide and the fact that apologists or srae 

can sti ll be taken as ·Jiavino a le;;i timate point of view'. is symptomatic of.1'ie 
dete rioration of imperi a lism"' as it desperate ly picks up the crude tools_ of racism 
and islamophobia. Used as a means to drown out the reali ty of anu-genoc ide 
marches. claims that these are somehow anti-Semi tic are presented by gasl ig ht in 
the face of laroe Jewish blocs and numerous Jewish speakers. Jews then a re 
being treated a~ though they have a hi ve mind. and those th.at do _n~t s in~ the 
necessary song are often ignored or indeed a rrested by police for ant1-Sem 1usm. 

But the world is watching thanks to a social media that allows real_ity to side -~tep 
the many fi lters imposed by mainstream media and the class-mterests o ~ Its 
controllers. Ideologica l li nes are becoming increasingly clear and exposed fully 
to question. The obvious reality is se t against the poorly constructed propaganda 
of Israe l's genoc idal reg ime. ' Words mean violence' the liberals would bleal. the 
right claiming this to be an aspect of ·cancel c ul ture·. Now. the we l !"are of what 
they identify as ' Jews· is s uddenly being discovered by the far-righ t and fasci st 
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elements . The constant use of moral panic about certain 
placards on demonstrations, and about certain slogans and 
their apparent meanings attempt to drown out the very real 
outrage of rac ist s laughter as Israel attempts to widen the 
conflict to Iran, Lebanon and Syria, among other parts of the 
Midd le-East. Israel plays the victim when c learly it is the 
aggressor and the people of Palestine are sacri ficed on the 
al tar of the European guilt for the Nazi Holocaust. 

The representatives o f the ruling c lass and the ir corporate 
controlled media, in the face of a televised genocide, South 
Africa's taking of Israel to the International Court of Justice 
and the court's ini ti al findi ngs saw mild words and muted 
action as Western imperialism tempered the harsh language 
that it had reserved for its rivals like Russia and Iran, and 
declared is bloody a llegiance by continuing to send the 
weapons needed to carry out ethnic cleansing. The 6th century 
BC Scythian philosopher Anachars is once said, ··Written laws 
are like spiders· 1Vebs: they will carch, ir "s true. !he weak and 
poor. bur would be rorn ro pieces by !he rich and powerful. ·· 
Nowhere is this more clearly shown than in international law, 
where Israel, under the protection of US and Western 
imperial ism, may casually break the most serious laws, 
inc luding that of genoc ide. 
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The 75th birthday of the North Atlantic Treaty O rganisa tion (NA TO) 
provides a n incentive to reva luate our a na lysis of this global structure 
serving US imper ialism. Additiona lly we obse rve a milita risation of 
Europe we have not seen since the colla pse of the Easte rn bloc 30 
years ago. Despite a long.hcsit '.1! ion period ~wcden joined the T reaty, 
and Germa ny inc reased its military spendmg to over two percent of 
its G DP on top of the 100 billion ext ra budget of its a rmy. M ilita ry 
Exercises like "Stead fas t Defender " a rc the biggest trials s ince th e 
Cold War and a rc actively preparing fo r a Russia n "invasion". Since 
the escala tions of the wa r in Ukra ine a nd the Z ionis t aggr essions in 
occupied Pa lestine the media a nd th ~ warmongering g.overn_ment~ of 
Europe a rc trying to pus h the working classes of their nations into 
s ta tes of a mass hyste ria which ultimately serves the ruling classes ' 
interes ts. 

But what will help us to understand the present state of NATO and 
espec ially the Free State·s relation with it. Firstly one needs 10 outline the 
history of the organ isation from its. foundi_ng 7? _years ago to the massive 
expansion eastwards towards Russia and Its mili tary campaigns after the 
end of the Cold War. It is important to outline the sharpening 
contradictions within so we can attempt to understand the developing 
dynamics we are observing now w ith its war preparat ions and the Free 
State's push to establ ish closer ties if not j oin the Treaty. 

NA TO"s history begins with the defeat of the Third Reich in the Second 
World War. The Red Army provided the main power to bring th is victory 
about. but the contradictions between the Soviets and the Anglo­
Americans led to frictions in their alliance leading to a split. especially the 
Imperial bloc under _the hegemony of the US that suppressing the 
international Commumst movement at the top of its agenda. Because of 
that they he lped to rebui ld and re-arm the former axis power like it had 
Japan. and forced the German split under the guidance of the first West ­
German chancellor Adenauer who was known fo r his anti-comm unism. 
With the help of the US and Britain German) was th..:r.:fore d ivided so 
that it might provide a buffer to Eastern Europe and the communist threat. 
r:ollowing th is logic West-German) was economicall y and mil itaril ) 
aided to rebuild qu ick I) to serve as a bul wark against the Soviet Union. 

But in spite of thi s Germany was not one of the founding nations of the 
A TO-Treat) which official!) formed in 19-19 and consis ted of twelve 

states including the llS. Canada. the UK and other Western European 
states. During its formation. it acti ve!) aided former Nazi war crim inals in 
evading j ustice. The so-ca lled .. I limmerod Memorandum·· was a motion 

put forward by former Wehrmacht generals whereby the re-armament of 
West-Germany would need to be accompanied by an amnesty for 
members of the Wehrmacht and a public declaration of the Allied forces 
that the Wehrmacht had not commined war crimes. The allies were 
willing and submitted to such terms, for example Eisenhower, commander 
of the NA TO forces at this time, declared that the majority of the 
Wehrmacht acted honourably. Needless to say that such a statement spat 
in the face of all people, especially the people of Eastern Europe. who 
suffered at the hands of their German occupiers and endured the war of 
extermination against them. 

But the allies wou ld not stop there but would even adopt Hitlerites into 
their own ranks. The reason is of course obvious as these had acquired a 
vast range of knowledge about invading Eastern Europe and a lso, many 
other forms other colonial forms of combat. One of the most famous 
examples is General Adolf Heusinger, a German national who served in 
the German headquarter staff with the outbreak of WWI I and helped to 
plan the invasions of Poland, Denmark. France. orway and the low 
countries. In 1944 he was appointed by Adolf Hitler to be the Chiefof the 
General Staff of the Army. A declassified CIA document states that 
Heusinger was most likely responsible for war crimes due to orders he 
signed concerning captured Soviet and A ll ied officers but because of hi s 
cooperation during the Nuremberg processes and the fact that he j ust 
initialled the orders that would determine the PoW's fate. no prosec ution 
was undertaken. Rather, Heusinger was taken into service for the Office 
of the United States Chief of Counsel for War Crimes between 1945-48. 
In 195 1 he was one of the a lmost 800.000 war crimina ls who bene fited 
from the amnesty in West-Gernrnny approved by the Allies. Heus inger 
was an integral part of the re-arming process and again rose through the 
ranks. finally serving from 1963-196-l as A TO"s Chief-of-Staff. Other 
Nazis fo llowed his example. to name j ust a few: General Hans Speidel 
who participated in the invasion of the Soviet Union became the 
Commander in Chief of the Allied Forces Central Europe: Sturmftihrer 
Dr. Eberhard Taubert who designed the Judenstern worked in the 1950s 
and 60s for NATO's .. Psychological Warfare Department .. : Ferdinand von 
Senger und Etterl ine was Lieutnant in the 2-lth Panzer Division and also 
became Commander in Chief of the Allied Forces in Europe from 1979-
83 . Those are just a few examples to highlight the level of cooperation 
with fascist forces. 

Of course, other examples could be brought forward of wars of 
extermination being fought by N ATO member states li ke the wars in 
Korea or Vietnam. We. as Irish Republicans also do not need to be 
reminded of the prom inent role of the British Army in enforc ing a violent 
occupation of s ix counties in Ireland. It is important to poin t out the 
s imi larities of the recent .. Overseas Operations (Service Personnel and 
Veterans) Ace which was voted on in Westminster in 202 1 and granted 
amnesty to war criminals who committed torture. rape and murder and 
that shows a similarity w ith the amnesty the German war criminals 
profited from. Both armies were engaged in a colonia l conquest and 
maintaining oppressive rules. Both armies are now part of A TO. 

It is then. clear to see. that an integral part of A TO is 10 safeguard war 
crimina ls and cover up the ir crimes. This is quite necessary consideri ng. if 
we also look at other wars undertaken against internationa l law like the 
bombardment of Yugoslavia in the late 90s which. it should be 
remembered. was the first war in Europe since WWII (not counting civil 
wars or wars of liberation like in Ireland). Sections of the media. however. 
now want to portray the current Russian regime as the warmonger who 
broke decades of peace by invading Ukraine. 

Unfortunate ly. this article is insufficient 10 present a comprehensive 
history of NATO. although one could summarize it or at least the 
ideologica l j ustification of its existence nowadays. with the two symbols 
that nank the NA TO headquarters in Brussels: one being a piece of the 
Berlin Wal l and the other. a piece of the Twin Towers. The latter was the 
only inc ident whereby Article 5. ··the A TO case or all iance··. of the 
agreement was set into motion and enabled th..: ram page of Western 
imperial ism across the Middle East. But one can obsern.· the two 
ideologica l pi llars of the whole construct: that o r anti-communism and 
..liberal clemocrac) peace keeping missions .. and the ··counter-terroris m .. 
narrati ve. This could a lso be summed up as an imperial ist broad front to 
prevent non-hegemonic nations to rise up and take control of their O\\ n 

resources. 

But thi s ideology is crumbling and the contrad i..:tions \\ ith in NATO ar..: 
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sharpening which provides us with new opportunities. 

The US is the main player, and indeed the main financier, but US­
politicians are again questioning if the Treaty benefi ts their interests and 
we can observe a return of US-isolationism. The latter is also used as a 
threat to force other nations to militarise as the conflict between the US 
and Germany showed but this also leads to a separation of Europe from 
the US. Of course. it is needless to mention that the US sti ll holds a tight 
grip over Europe through its nuclear weapons, military bases as well as 
ideologically. Despite a lot of talk by European leaders about moving 
away from A TO and the building of a .. European Army'' we have seen 
such attempts have been jeopardized by the escalation in Ukraine. The US 
takes notes of such dynamics, and it is un likely that they wil l abandon 
Europe although one can a lready observe that the US is pull ing out of the 
Ukrainian war and the pressure increases on the EU to fi ll the gaps. This 
has the effect that the EU and Russ ia are currently at a direct economic 
confrontat ion with no side taking the upper hand. This ult imately is 
benefin ing the US which has been able to weaken main rivals like Russia, 
Germany and the UK. 

Before the Ukrainian war. the Taliban deal t a severe blow to NATO and 
forced it to retreat after 20 years in Afghanistan. This not only proved that 

A TO could be defeated militarily but also that the peace bui lding 
mission which is so often proc laimed as j ustification is only a sham. 
Thousands of people associated with the puppet regime were left 
abandoned by their Western allies. The ··Western values .. were lefl behind 
for everyone to see and it became obvious that the people of Afghanistan 
did not want foreign occupiers and fo r the working people in the imperial 
countries it became clear that you cannot bomb a country back to the 
stone age without retaliation. Indeed. the imperialists have not achieved 
one single goal that the ruling classes had announced before embarking on 
this miss ion of destruct ion. 

This serious blow to the leoitimacy of 1 A TO could only be countered 
with the Russian threat which then materialized in Ukraine. But instead of 
protecting the people of Ukraine, the US and EU were inci ti ng the war 
even further and escalatino it as it served as the perfec t reason to 

~ . 
legitimize the Treaty and a further militarization of the Western countrres. 
even drawing in new member states such as Sweden. But here we can also 
observe the -sharpening of contradictions as it is almost only A TO 
countries that actively support Ukraine. providing over 90% of the war 
funding, whi le the rest of the world has become even more a lienated from 
the so-called West. 

The war in Ukraine is also in contradiction to the ongoing genocide in 
Palestine perpetrated by the l'.ionist ent ity. Just recently. after lran· s 
launch of rockets and drones. the G7 count ries were at the forefront in 
preve111ing any further escalation. f he G7 consists only of A TO 
countries and also Japan which is the focus of US foreign policy in Asia 
since th~ end of WWII. This highlights the fear IATO has of whether it 
could wrn or even sustain two such wars where vital puppet states like 
l 'krame and Israel arc in danger. It has become obvious that NATO 
cannot d~feat Russia. having as it docs. onl) a frac tion of the economic 
power of all NA I 0 states. fhe same goes for the Palestinian res istance or 
Yemen which is showing that Imperialism rea lly is a paper tiger. fhe !JS 
had offered A n~ar Allah official recognition and economic support to 
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rebuild Yemen, if they would end the sea 
blo~kade in support of the Palestinian 
resistance. Ansar Allah ignored them. 

Of course it is also known that despite 
~A TO not being officially on the ground in 
en~~r war, there is evidence of US and 
Bnt1sh pe~sonnel in Gaza and Ukraine. Just 
recently, in a discussion by high-rankin 
German officers leaked by the R · g · 11· uss1an 
mte 1gence service, they admitted that 
~A TO personnel are on the ground and 
discussed whether the German T 

k h aurus 
roe ets s o~ld be sent to Ukraine as th 
wo.uld p~ov1de the possibility 10 attack ~I~= 
Krim Bridge and even more crucial ta B h · rgets . . ut .sue ~evelatlons are often public! 
d1sm1ssed in order to mainta·1n y 

d·b·1· · · some ere 1 1 1ty in securing the peace. 

Within such a context we have 10 a 1 the Free State's policy and propaganda. Since the escalation in U~a ~se 
and even before that we have observed a push by the Free State ffir~me 
towa.rds . NA; T.O: fr?m openly cooperating with the Treat ~ icials 
considering JOining II . The Free State army is compatible on y 1 e~en level with NATO forces. Regularly, we have seen NATO ship adtec~nie~ I 
our ports across the island, while Russian ships on the outs~· oc ed in 
national waters have sparked hysteria incited by the media ~~~ of our 
phenomenon is no accident, rather an artifi cial attempt to dei~ · . ll S latter 
which never acted as a notable threat to Ireland part ly b onise Russia 
geographical distance of the two nations. The abs~irdity a de~ause ~f the 
obvi~us for ev~ry Irish Republican as we know that one ~AT{focnsy is 
state 1s occupying party of our island, harassino and murde · . member 

" nng lls people. 

But of course this push towards NA TO is only in the i t 
and the British as both want to tie the Free State closer ~ elrest of the US 
d. fi . . s· m o secure th . 
1rec~ ore1gn 111 v~stment. 111ce the Celtic Tiger Era the Free e1r 

funct ioned as a bridge-head fo r US capital into the EU Tl .State has 
so-called neutra lity of the Irish Free State is only securino ~7 erosi~n. of the 

~ lat posnion. 

From many different thinkers we know that the mi lita · · . 
•· fi · I " · 1 n sat1on aoa1 ore1gn t lreat 1s a ways accompanied by an incre f " nst a 

· · · d. ·ct ase 0 repre · against mterior 1ss1 ents. We have already observed th t . . ss1on 
f . . S . 1· a m an me o repress ion agamst oc1a 1st Republicans as we h rease 

. h 1-1 S saw ouse .d internment or t e new ate peech law implemented. ra1 s, 

One of the most b.latant examples of cooperation with NATO in 
Shannon Airport 111 Co. Clare. Currently daily f11· ohts a Ireland is 

·ct I · · ' o re sustain· genoc1 a attacks of the Z1on1st entity. Regular protests are beino ing the 
there and even an attempted blockade of the runway took 1 "' ~taged 
· ·1 h · ·d · Pace This snrn ar to l e rr1c1 ent 111 Dublin harbour, where recent! ti · . was 

blocked a Brit ish warship bound for Palestine Suell d'f . 
1
.ree actrvists . . IVISIOns a 

perfect ?PPOrtuni.ty for us to use against NA TO propaganda a re the 
cooperatron prommently reveals the part icipation of the Irish F s such 
perpetuat ing the genocide in Palestine. Such dynamics wil l r~e State in 
increased if the Irish people submit to joining NATO or a e further 
militari sation. We have to disclose such information through ~unyh further 
as An Phoblacht Abu or regular stalls in our towns and citiesc 11 Outlets 
provide opportunities to agitate against such warmongering pr lat can 
displayed daily by the biggest newspapers in our nat ion. opagancta 

This struggl.e against NATO will a!so. u lt imat~ ly serve to further 
struggle agamst the occupation of th is island. Irish Republicans hav the 
unite aga inst the threat of a possible further A TO entry. It is ou d e to 
take up the demands of the Palestinian resistance to end the 0 r ut~ to 

· · d d d "enoc1d apartheid and occupation: to eman an en to the war in Uk . e, 
. f I Uk . . d ra1 ne . order to end the suffering o t 1e rain1an an Russ ian people T · 111 

both countries national rights as this is a war between two lmpe 
0 

j rotect 
in which the Irish people and broader the working class of any nn a blocs 
nothing to win except the suffering of their loved ones. at ion has 

The contradictions are sharpening. the Irish working .1 
overwhelmingly already sidi ng against ATO. Jn mai n t ·i ii~· ass . are 
att itudes and radicalizing these further we can ensure that l re l~ndlllg such 
breaks its connection \1i th ATO and in broader sense L'S ir·il no.t ~Il l ) 
b I k. k I B .. h . . peria lism ut a so can re oul t ie nus occupat ion fo rces in Ol . rr . 
l 'ltimatel) . '' e "ill win. 

11 1 ct11ne. 



'Tile principle I state and mean to stand 
upon is this; that tile entire ownership of 
Ireland, moral and material, up to tile s1111 
and down to tile centre, is vested of right in 
the people of Ire/mu/'. 

At a time when Marx and Engels had not 
yet finished the Communist Manifesto, 
James Fintan Lalor was espousing a 
revolutionary brand of Irish Socialist 
Republicanism as t~e gu.iding ideo l.ogy fo r 
the Ir ish Revolution in the midst of 
England's genocidal ca~paign . to 
depopulate the country by sta rving the Insh 
people to death through an artificially 
created 'famine ' . For Lalor, the fight .for 
freedom in Ire land was not about replac ing 
one set of masters with another and he 
sought to link the demands o.f the p~ople .for 
land to the struggle fo.r national .liberation 
by advocating an agranat~ revolution. L~lor 
was a committed Revolutionary Republican 
vho believed the support of the Irish People 
~ould be won by republicanism if '.he 
Republican Movement became the engine 
for the reconquest .of Ireland. In 1847 he 
asserted to John Mitchel that 'lvfy ob1.ec1 1s 
to repeal the conquest- not any particular 
art or portion but the whole and en/Ire 

~onquest. · In other words, for La lor the 
figh t fo r freedom in Ireland was by 
necessity, the class struggle. 

At the height o~ the genocide, Lal?r . was 
active i1~ attempting to form tenants n ghts 
ssociauons across I re land. to use rent 

atrikes to break the back of the English 
~andlord system and end the starvation of 
the Irish People. The horrors of the 
genocide would _ I~ad Lalor ~o .direct action 
to confro~t Bnt1sl~ lmP.en~lism and he 
began to involve h11nse.It wnh the Young 
Ireland movement and Its newspaper. The 
Nation . Later. he would become involved. in 
the newspaper the Irish Felon which 
advocated a ~taunchl y . Irish Socialist 
Republ ican posn1on. In n s pages Lalor 
wou ld write. ·1he nghts of propert:r 11w.1 · be 
pleaded. .Vo one has 111ore respect .fiJr them 
than I have: hut I do class among 1he111 the 
robber ·s righr br 1rhich the lands r~( this 
coimt1'\" are nmr held in fee .fiJr the British 
Cro1111;. I ackno11'1edge no right o(propert1· 
in a small class H·hich goes 10 ahroga1e 1he 
rig/11s o( a 1111111em11s people .. I dem · and 

challenge all such rights. howsoever founded or 
enforced. I challenge them as founded on~v on 
the code of the brigand. and enforced only by 
the sanction of the hangman'. 

But it was not alone with words that Lalor 
would fight to end British Rule in Ireland. 1848 
was a year of armed revolutionary uprisings in 
Europe, and in Irela nd it was no different. 
Using the pages of the Irish Felon as an 
organiser, something that would later be done 
by Lenin, Lalor began to estab lish a military 
organisation across Ireland, known as the Felon 
Clubs. Fintan Lalor showed himself to be a 
shrewd military strategist, arguing for the use of 
guerrilla warfare against the British Occupation. 
stating, "the force of England is entrenched and 
fortified. You must draw it oil/ of position: 
break up its mass: break its trained line of 
march and manoeuvre- its equal step and 
serried way. · With Revolution in the ai r, Fintan 
Lalor wrote an artic le in the Irish Felon on July 
22 1848 that s tated. Any man ll"ho objects 10 
eve1:1· plan of armed resistance that is proposed. 
while he produces none or no better of his own. 
Or ~my man who tells you that any armed of act 
resistance- even (f made so soon as 10111orro11·­
even if offered by ten men only- even if offered 
by ten men armed onh· with stones- m1\" man 
that tells you that su~h an act of resistance 
would be premature. imprudent. or dangerous­
any and eve1J' such man should at once be 
spurned and spat at. For remark 1·011 this and 
recollect it. that somewhere. someholl" and bi· 
somebody a beginning must be made: and th~t 
the .first act of resistance is alwai·s. and must 
ever be premature. imprudent. and dangerous. · 
He finished the artic le defi antly ·Who strikes 
first blo1r }Or Ireland? Who drmrs first blood 
.for Ireland'? Who wins a 11"/'eath 1iw1 will be 
green forever? · 

Six days later he was arrested and imprisoned 
un?er the suspens ion of habeas corpus by the 
Br1t1sh Government and would be in Gaol for 
the Young Ireland Uprising on July 29 1848 
that he had great ly inspired and in many wa,·s 
been the key architect or. Lalor was i1e ld -in 
prison for a number o r months but was released 
due to ill health. His revolutionar\· forvour was 
complete!) undiminished despite the toll pri son 
had taken on his health and he immediateh 
thrC\\ himself back into the work or organis in~ 
a renewed uprising against Britis h Ru le i~ 
Ireland. To do so 1.alor made use or the contacts 

he had made in the embryonic military 
organisation established through the Fe lons 
C lubs, notably with leading Republ icans 
including Michael Donaghy, John Savage, 
John O'Leary, Tom Clarke Luby, Philip 
Gray and Joeseph Brennan. An immediate 
plan put into place by the Republicans now 
acting in a secret but unnamed military 
organisation, was to rescue the Young 
Ireland Prisoners including John Mitchel 
and William Smith O'Brien which was only 
unsuccessful due to the capture of a force of 
men under O'Leary at Clonmel by the 
British Army. Writing of the 1848/49 
reorganisation, the great Fenian Charles 
Kickham said 'there were some spirits at 
the time whom neither defeat nor danger 
could subdue. · This was certainly true of 
Fintan Lalor. Recuperat ing after prison in a 
friends home in Dublin, this became the 
headquarters of the new revolutionary 
o rganisation. Funds were found for arms. 
men were trained and targets were picked 
for a new uprising. It was proposed that the 
vis it to Dublin by queen Victoria would be 
appropriate for a symbolic insurrection. On 
the fateful night in August 150 armed men 
gathered close to James Street, but thei r 
plans came to a quick end when a po lice 
patrol arrived at their location. the plan 
likely betrayed by informers . Still 
undefeatable, Lalor called a convention for 
the organisation in Clonmel on Sept. 5 
1849. It was agreed that the Republicans 
would hold simultaneous uprisings in Cork. 
Limerick. Clare. Killkenny. Cashel. 
Tipperary. Cappoquin and Dungarvan with 
a reserve force based in Carrick on Suir. 
Lalor was in charge at Cashel and was later 
captured in Clonmel and imprisoned for a 
period. Released once again he returned to 
Dublin where he planned the launch of a 
new Republican journal to rebuild the 
Revolutionat)" movement. but his 
revo lutionary career had been taking a toll 
on his heal th and he died suddenly on 
December 27 1849, sti ll planning for the 
next round of Revolution. As is fining for a 
great Republican Revolutionary. Fintan 
Lalor's funera l on December 28 was a 
mi litary disp lay by 600 of his comrades 
marching fo ur in a row through Dublin. The 
funeral was so large that it s panned the 
whole line of O'Connell Street. 

While Lalor was dead. his revolutionar; 
contributions would live to inspire the 
Fenians. Pearse. Connolh-. Mellows. 
Costello and the Republ ican~ of our own 
day. Chief among his impo11ant teachings 
that remain as re levant todav as when he 
d ied in 1849 inc lude. that Republicanism 
must be a 111ovemen1 of the working class 
people for their liberation. that a ne\\;Spaper 
is a great Revolutionar\ organiser. that 
Armel Struggle is the oni, w;, to achieve 
Iri sh Natiot;;i Liberation -and -that despite 
the perceived fa ilure or a ba1t le. the \\ar 
must a lways be reorganised as it will be 
protracted war. In man~ ways Fintan La lor 
is the per ·oni tication or i'vlao ' s famo us 
maxim. · Figh!. /(iii . .fig/it again /{iii again. 
.fight again ... u111il their l'ic101T; rlwt is the 
logic v.f the people. mu/ 1he1· 100 H"i/I 11e1·er 
ga against this logic. · 
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The myth of Zionist invincibility was shattered on October 7th 
2023. In the early hours of the morning, more than 5000 rockets 
were fired by the Palestinian Resistance in Gaza into Zionist 
occupied territory. "Israeli" early warning systems, apps and 
websites were hacked en masse to render them useless. Under cover 
of this rocket fire, thousands of Palestinian militants broke out of 
Gaza and advanced on the occupiers. The Zionist occupation forces 
were utterly routed as more and more fighters poured in, many of 
the soldiers being killed or captured before they had time to react. 
Ordinary citizens of Gaza broke out of their prison as well, many of 
them for the first time in their lives, cutting through fences, 
bulldozing walls, celebrating atop burning Merkava tanks. Over 
240 hostages were ta ken by Palestinians. In the course of one 
morning, the national liberation struggle in Palestine had been 
raised to new heights. 

The events of October 7th are by now well known. It is hard to do 
justice however to the sheer ingenuity. courage and careful planning 
involved. What became known as Operation Al Aqsa Flood was the 
result of months of preparation, training secretly in the vast network of 
tunnels beneath Gaza, developing communications that the 
sophisticated Zionist survei llance apparatus could not detect. It is 
almost certainl y the greatest victory since the occupation began in 
1948. Naturally the reaction from .. Israel,. and among the Western 
imperialist governments was abject shock and horror: how could this 
have happened'> They were so desperate not to credit the Palestinian 
people for their success that some developed conspiracy theories of 
fal se flags or del iberate incompetence; anything to avoid the simple 
reality that they had been utterly humiliated. 

It was several days before the l'.ionists retaliated in full. and the reaction 
was predictable as it was revo lting. Brutal methods were deployed to 

recaptu re lost terri tory. including the mass slaughter or their own 
settlers in the border areas to eliminate small numbers of Palestinian 
fighters. The bombardment of Gaza was on a scale not seen in a decade 
began. By October 27th. a full scale ground invasion of Gaza was 
launched. ~upportcd by enormous military aid from the USA. Britain 
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and other allies. The response has been totally indiscriminate and 
genocidal. Alongside this military offensive, the propaganda offensive 
of the Zionists was raised to ever greater heights. Stories of mass rape 
by Palestinian fighters, of babies thrown in ovens, whole families 
massacred, teenagers butchered in their hundreds at a music fes ti va l 
were spread across the globe by Zionists and their allies in the western 
media. They worked hard to make the spectre of this violence the 
dominating discussion around Al Aqsa Flood. 

Since then, the Zionist narrative of October 7th has been shredded 
beyond repair. Idiotic drivel about beheaded babies or people thrown in 
ovens has been debunked. The lies about mass rape and sexual assault 
have been exposed. Not a single hostage taken or survivor from the 
settlements has claimed that rape occurred. The supposed mass 
s laughter of Zionist settlers has been proven in large part to be the 
result of a trigger-happy Zionist military. The unremitting s laughter of 
Palestinians has torn down any illus ion of "self-defence" for all to see. 
So brutal has the genocide been that the bodies buried in the rubble are 
beyond the capabi lities of the Gazan administration to track. Attempts 
to s ituate the vio lence of October 7th as a brand new event as opposed 
to another link in a chain extending back to 1948 and before have 
crumbled in the face of this horror. 

Over the course of the Gazan ground invas ion however, resistance b 
all the Palestinian fac tions has been fierce. Hamas, Palestin ian l s larni~ 
Jihad, Al Aqsa Martyrs Brigades, our comrades in the Popular Front fo r 
the Liberation of Palestine, the Democratic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine and many more have been uni ted in waging an unremitting 
stn1ogle against the invas ion, as well as aga inst incursions in the We ~ 
~ ~ ~ 

Bank . They have been united in the Joint Operations Room estab lished 
in 2018 to coordinate military effo11s against the occupation. Whi le 
undoubtedly I-lamas remains the largest faction with in th is united front 
all factions have played a vital ro le. We have seen fighters armed onl)~ 
with explosives charging state-of-the-art tanks. placing the explosives 
and mak ing their way to safety. The entire technological might of the 
West has been challenged b) some or the most impoveri shed and 



oppressed masses on earth. 

The re has been some hand wringing from reformists and sections of the 
Left internationally on the nature of groups such as Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad. They' re reactionary/ ls lamist/petty bourgeois, take your pick. 
Organisations and individuals who take this line, that only social ist 
forces can truly be supported, have little understand ing of revolution, 
let alone the struggle against imperia lis m. These are the same cries 
we've heard in Ireland for over a century, particularly in response to the 
1916 Rising. Lenin 's reply to those cynics who denounced the Rising 
applies just as well to Palestine: 

"To imagine that social revolution is conceivable without revolts by 
small nat ions in the colonies and in Europe, without revolutionary 
outbursts by a section of the petty bourgeois ie with all its prej udices. 
without a movement of the politically non-conscious proletarian and 
semi-pro letarian masses aga inst oppress ion by the landowners. the 
church, and the monarchy, against national oppress ion, etc .-to imagine 
all this is to repudiate socia l revolution. So one army li nes up in one 
place and says, "We are for soc ialism", and another, somewhere else 
and says. "We a re for imperialism", and that will be a social revo lution! 
Only those who hold s uch a rid iculous ly pedantic view could vili fy the 
Irish rebell ion by cal ling it a " putsch" . 

"IVhoever expects n ··pure" socinl re1·ol111ion u·il/ never live to see it. 
Such n person pnys lip-service to revol111ion without 1111ders ta11ding 
1rhat revolution is. ·· 

"The Discuss ion On Self-Determination Summed Up". 19 16. 

As ,,·ith all Zionist narratives. fantasies of a my1 hical "unity" between 
the Palestinian and Zionist settl er working classes have been shredded. 
Ever) poll run by ' Israeli" media gives the same result: · Jsraeli s" are in 

complete support or the efforts in Gaza. 1 otions from those on the le ft 
that the anti- ctanyahu protests represent a positive trend are s imply 
delusions: the) oppose his restrictions on ri ghts for settle rs. or his 

prose<:ution nr the genocide for be ing ineffecti ve. the) do not oppose 
Z ionism. The genoc idal settler-colonia l entit) that is · 1srael' is united 

top to bottom. ac ross classes. gender and political. to\\'ards the 
des truction or the Palesti nian people. The ideo logy o f l'.ion ism is 

inescapable and undergirds even the most progress ive settlers, whose 
very existence relies on the legitimacy of their state. The few ·Israelis· 
that have expressed any rea l dissent against the mass slaughter are 
irrelevant, ostracised and suppressed with broad approval. There can be 
no more pretend ing that there could ever be a kinder, more liberal or 
progressive Zionism. 

As well as the enemy w ithout however. the res istance forces have also 
had to contend with the enemy within. The Palestinian Authority led by 
Mahmoud Abbas was set up as a proxy state for the Zionists to control 
the occupied West Bank. It has always been a comprador regime, and 
yet they have taken their collaboration to disgusting new lows. 
Resistance fighters across the West Bank have been imprisoned and 
murdered. Abbas has met with American and Zionist d ignitaries. and 
has even been involved in talks about taking over the administration of 
Gaza on behalf of the Occupation . The PA has no legitimacy 
whatsoever, and the overwhelming support for the Res istance fac tions 
in the West Bank is testament to that. Armed operat ions continue daily. 
as well as growing unrest against the Authori ty. There have been 
growing signs of discontent among the PA Security services, and it is 
hard to believe that thi s position of collaboration can be maintained 
indefinitely. The growing repression in the West Bank is only another 
s ign of the desperation of Zionism to maintain its grip. and testament to 
how deeply the Resistance has shaken imperialis m. 

The Arab World Awakens 

That the struggle of the Palestinians for 1ational Liberation is a great 
boost to the fo rces of revolution and anti -imperial is m worldw ide cannot 
be denied. The impact it has had on social movements in the West. in 
the Arab and Islamic world. in bringing out the contradictions between 
imperialists and between the third world and the first. s hows the sheer 
impact of their struggle. How could it be o therwise. when the "I sraeli" 
regime is such a lynchpin for American imperialism, key to the ir 
domination in the entire region? And we have seen that the ir mal ignant 
presence in the Middle East has only spurred resistance to greater 
heights. 

Whi le the initial wave of protests that shook the Arab and Mus lim 
world have somewhat died down. they still continue with an energy and 
be lligerence not seen since the Arab Spring. In Jordan in particular. 
hundreds have been arrested and the fo rces of order repeated!) 
scrambled to prevent the utter destruction of the Zionist embassy. with 
hundreds arrested. The norma lisation project sponsored by NA TO 
between " Israel" and the Arab dictatorships has been tota lly disrupted. 
Having only been opened in September of 2023. the Z ionist Embassy in 
Bahrain was shut down by November fo llowing widespread protests. 
Egypt has been approached by both the Zionists and the US as pa rt of a 
proposed plan to expel Palestinians from Gaza into the Sinai desert. but 
these plans have been thwarted by the popular so lidarity movement in 
that country. Saudi Arabia has desperate ly attempted to find an end to 
the conflict to no avail. In Morocco. where the ruling monarchy has 
long been c lose to Z ionism. protests have exploded . There are too man~ 
protests and mobili sations to co,er here. What is c lear is that the iss ue 
of Palestine brings the masses of the fiddle East and 1 orth Africa in 
direct confrontation "ith the imperialists and the comprador regimes 
they sponsor. 

The most important contribution in dcfoncc or Palesti ne ho\\ever has 
come from what has been called the Axis or Resistance. an alliance or 
groups supported or direct!) armed b) lrnn . Hczbollah and their a llies 
in Lebanon have be..:11 ":.iging a \\ cir or attrition on the northern border 
of occupied Pa lestine since October 8th . This has included exchanges 
of missile and anil kr) lire. sukide drones and air stri kes . Despite 
extreme provocation b) the Zionist forc.:s it has yet to escalate into full 
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scale war, but these efforts have tied up hundreds of thousands of 
Zionist troops defending the north frontier. At the time this article was 
wrinen, nearly 300 Hezbollah fighters have been martyred in this 
conflict. There have also been continual attacks by pro-Iran Iraqi 
resistance groups against Western and Zionist targets. Missiles have 
been fired directly into ' Israeli ' territory, particularly the port of Eilat. 
On the 28th of January the Is lamic Resistance in Iraq umbrella group 
took credit for a drone anack on the American Tower 22 base in Jordan, 
ki lling two soldiers. 

Most spectacularly of a ll has been the response of Yemen to the 
genocide, spearheaded by the ruling Ansarallah movement. The ir 
blockade of the Red Sea has enormously disrupted global trade 
networks and parti cularly Z ionist trade. They have achieved this despite 
serious ly lacking in resources, relying on small boats, missiles and 
helicopters to divert capital flows that have incurred an incalculable 
financial cost to imperialism. To see one of the most impoverished and 
war-torn countries on earth, devastated by years of imperialist conflict 
and plunder, go toe to toe w ith NA TO for months is astounding. The 
impact of these actions has rightfully elevated the Yemeni fo rces to 
hero status in the Arab world and among progressive across the planet. 
The Yemeni strategy has a lso been incredibly shrewd politically; by 
largely avoiding caus ing casualties among the workers on the boats, 
treating prisoners humane ly and referring to inte rnational law that 
provides for the right of intervention to prevent genocide, they have cut 
through many of the attempts to smear them by Weste rn media. The 
NATO response was predictable; missile strikes on Yemeni territory, 
politica l sanctions and threats. These have utterly fa iled to prevent the 
blockade, as much of the efforts to crush resi stance have fai led. 

For months the Zionist regime has been attempting to draw the entire 
region into open warfare to destroy that resistance. Their apparent hope 
is to drag the United Sta tes directly into military confrontation with 
resistance forces in the region. An ' Israeli ' strike on Bei rut on January 
2nd killed Hamas leader Saleh al-Arouri in the heart of a Hezbollah 
s upporting area. Recently we appeared to be on the prec ipice of such a 
war when on Apri l I st 2024 the Zionists bombed the Iran ian Embassy 
in Damascus, Syria. The Iran ian response on April 13th was 
unprecedented: over 400 missiles and drones fi red not only from groups 
in Iraq and Syria. but from Iranian territory itself. While the attack 
caused limited damage, it showed the enormous threat that the Iranian 
Republic represents for · rs rael '. It also exposed the entire chain of 
imperialis m in the region: comprador Jordan intervened to shoot down 
drones. Britain and the S scrambled their fighter jets, all in a mad 
dash to protect the faltering Zionist entity. That the Z ionists have 
utterly fai led to res pond in kind, despite the openly stated desire to do 
so from top Zionist figures, shows how terrified American imperiali sm 

is of a regional war: who else could have restrained the senler fasc ists? 
A statement from the PFLP on the occasion of this action summarises it 
well : "The legitimate Iranian response has broken the prestige of the 
Zionist entity and revealed its fragility and in ability to defend itself." 
But it is not only in the region that Zionist interests have come under 
unprecedented attack. 

Solidarity in the West 

For the past 6 months this conflict has triggered discussions by workers 
about the legitimacy of armed struggle, the right to resist, colonialism 
and imperialism not seen in decades. The role of Western imperialism 
in genocide is at the very forefront. It has led to a mass solidarity 
movement across the West not seen since the Iraq war, and perhaps 
even the V ietnam War. It could well lead to the defeat of Joe Biden in 
the next US election. It has mobi lised millions in protests, boycott 
actions, occupations and more. We have seen tens of thousands march 
across Ireland to demand the expulsion o f the ambassador, sanctions on 
the entity and a free Palestine. Eve~ in America where support for 
' Israel ' was Jong thought to be unassailable we have seen the consensus 
collapse in the face of a mass protest movement. The imperialist state 
that have armed, funded and nurtured ~he Zionist monster for decade: 
have fina lly faced consequences for their acts. 

The despair of the ruling c lasses in the face of this movement has been 
plain. Predictably the response in many countries has been repression. 
In France and Germany protests have been banned outright, thousands 
arrested for flying the Palestinian national flag, for speaking Arabic, for 
wearing a Keffiyeh or s imply attend ing a march. In Bri tain the new 
pernicious laws on "Hatred" and policing have led to widespread 
arrests. We have seen in l re land a lso numerous protesters arrested fo 
direct actions, includ ing a number of members of Anti lmperialisr 
Action and Saoi rse don Phalaistin on trumped up charges. The medi t 
classes in particular appear to be having a collecti ve nervoua 
breakdown in the face of a collapsing Zionist consensus. They deer 
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. . . y 
protesters as terrorist supportmg extremists, anti-Semites, fasc ists 
thugs etc. Countless thousands have been purged from t hei~ 
employment across Europe and Orth America for their s upport o f 
Palestine. Unlike in the past however thi s has done nothing to bl . unt 
support a~d grO\.Vlll~ outrage at th~ genocide. Despite ebbs and flows 
the Palest1~e. solidarity movement 1s here to stay, and if recent events 
such as v1c1ous state response to the student camp in Columb· 
Uni versity in America are any indication, may yet intensify. ia 

This solidarity movement however has been prevented from reachino 
its fu ll potential by the constant interference and misleadership of 
reformists and reactionaries. More rad ical demands of Pa lestin ian sel f­
dete rminat ion and armed struggle have been redirected towards more 
harmless calls for a ceasefire that shows no signs of being granted. In 
Ire land we have seen reformists in the Pa lestine movement balk at 
direct action by Social ist Republicans and Palestine acti vists. in Dubl in 
especially preferring routine marches away from any "sensit ive" 
targets. Since early October these marches have consisted of avoiding 
hot spots like the Z ionist or American embassies and march ing instead 
to safer (and more pointless) locations as the Department o f Foreign 
Affairs or Leinster House before quick ly di ss ipating in the wake o f 
repetiti ve and tedious speechily ing. In the face o f genocide. it is absurd 
that there are st ill those who recoil at the idea of supporting the armed 
resistance o f the Palestinian people. and yet there are many who openl y 

do so who are considered genuine supporters o f Palestine. Some no 

doubt were more com fortab le w ith their notions or Palest inians as 
perpetual vict ims. the ir illus ions shattered just as the Z ionists· were. 
Even now they say the Resistance cannot win. or that any other path is 
even conceivable. It brings to mind James Conno lly when he wrote that 



"Revolution is never practica l until the roar of revolution strikes. Then 
it alone is practical, and a ll the efforts of the conservat ives and 
compromisers become the most futile and visionary of human 
language." Workshop Talks ( 1909) 

Despite sabotage efforts, the overwhelming support fo r Palestine 
among the Irish working c lass is undeniable. Boycott protests and 
actions have grown and 79% of people in an ' Ireland Thinks' po ll in 
February agreed that " Israel" is committing genocide in Gaza. Despite 
poor organisation and less than inspiring tact ics, marches have 
continued to draw great numbers. 

Organisations li ke Sinn Fein have exposed themselves over and over on 
the Palestinian questions, being booed repeatedly by crowds in Belfast 
and Cork for their betrayals. Particularly in the Occupied 6 counties, SF 
has worked tire lessly to sabotage and undermine Palestine solidarity. 
Their decision to lick the boots of Joe Biden for St Patrick's Day Jed to 
widespread anger. The response was typically arrogant: in one 
disgraceful case, Palestinians protesting against the Biden visit were 
physically thrown out of a SF Palestine meeting in Belfast for daring to 
disagree with the betrayal. This behaviour only demonstrates their 
insecurity. After initia lly refusing to call fo r the Zionist Ambassador to 
be expelled from Ireland, they were forced to reverse thei r pos ition in 
early November fo llowing popular pressure. Their ties to the 
co llaborationist Palestinian Authority have also come under fi re from 
Palestinians and Republicans who rightfully denounce the murder, 
imprisonment and torture of Palestinian resistance fighters. 

The Free State admin istration also has been under enormous pressure, 
and forced to adopt positions and give statements it would avoid under 
any other circumstance. The recent decision to support the South 
African case against " Israel" at the International Court or Justice would 
be unthinkable without this pressure. Nonethe less the Free State has 

sti ll managed to ignore all the major demands of the movement. 
Weapons and troops continue to pass through Shannon Airport to the 
Midd le East. There have been no sanctions. no expulsion or Zionist 
diplomatic staff. Nothing that would truly strike a blo\v against Zionism 
and upset the ir imperia list masters is pern1itted. Wh ile the repression of 
the Free State has been highly targeted against those engaged in direct 
action, it is nowhere near as widespread as repression in Europe and 
North America. precise ly because the consensus in the working class is 
so overwhe lmingly pro-Palestinian. 

Socialist Republicans have been at the fo refront of Palestin ian 
so lidarit) in terms o f carrying out direct actions. of pushing support for 
the Palestinian National Res istance and be ing uncompromis ing in 

opposition to Z ionism and imperia lism. The tone was set on October 
9th, when a member of Anti Imperia list Action climbed the fence of the 
Zionist Embassy in Dublin and threw red paint over its door. Since then 
there have been boycott actions. occupations, a campaign against the 
landlord of the Embassy and more. There is much more to do however. 
particularly in terms of pushing back against libera l and reformist lines 
that continue to dominate. 

Conclusions 

As Socialist Republicans and Communists, the importance of the 
struggle in Palestine cannot be understated. The lines drawn in Ireland 
and across the world have exposed opportunists. reformists and the 
entire imperialist system. The very right of an oppressed people to 
res ist occupation is under constant attack from the imperial ists. and 
given fierce reply by thousands of martyred Palestin ian dead. 

What lessons can Socialist Republicans take from this struggle? 
Perhaps the most important is the absolute necessity of an anti ­
imperia li st broad front. The Palestinian national resistance has 
demonstrated its efficacy beyond any doubt. ls lamists, communists and 
secula r national liberation groups have united in the common goal of 
destroy ing Zionist occupation. They coordinate statements and political 
positions. Mil itari ly they operate under a single Joint Operations Room 
and hannonise their efforts while stil l maintaining organisational 
independence. They recognise that the primary contradiction facing the 
Palestin ian people is the destruction of the Zionist settler state. The 
divis ions that have fractured the Republican movement in Ireland are 
minor compared with the differences between Hamas and the PFLP. 
and yet they have found un ity. This should serve as a clarion ca ll for 
mobilisation. discussions and debates around a uni fied struggle 111 

Ireland as well. 

Understanding the tactics and strategy of both the Pa lestinian 
Resistance and the Zionist entity is a lso vital for any Iris h revolutionar: 
project. The Res istance factions have learned a great deal from guerrilla 
struggles globa lly and have deployed ever~ concci\·ablc method to 
prosecute the ir war. Their technological in no\ at ions in the use of para­
gliders. drones. tunnels. cybcr \\arfare. amphibious assaults . 
propaganda films have been proven extreme) ~ effective. The~ have 
succeeded in prescn·ing their forces and inllicting major losses o n their 
occupiers even in the most denscl~ populated urban cm ironment on the 
planet. They have demonstrated powerfull~ that a peoplc·s war can be 
waged in even the most unfavourable conditions. It cannot be ignored 
that they have expertl~ used Gaza's position as a quasi ··base area .. t ll 

develop its capabil ities . 

The Zionist fo rces howe\ er h<\\ e perfol'.tl~ embodied the phrase .. papcr 
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tiger" in their blundering efforts to destroy the resi stance . Nonetheless, 
the genocidal methods they've deployed against the people of Gaza 
must be noted as well. Mass starvat ion and blockades, the unrestricted 
use of drone warfare, the population control, artificial intelligence, 
facia l recognition tech, the ritualised humiliation, all these methods wi ll 
be noted and deployed by imperia lis m against ghettoised and oppressed 
populations going forward. British and American spec ial forces are on 
the ground in Palestine encouraging and directing their use. Any Irish 
revolution will someday face the same methods. 

The_ national liberation struggle in Palestine, as we ll as that of the Axis 
of Resistance, has a lso underscored the paramount importance of media 
and propaganda. By the use of clever and highly well produced 
propaganda, they have been ab le to take full advantage of the internet 
and socia l media to spread thei r message and savage the Zionist 
narrative . The red triangle has become a ubiquitous symbol of 
resistance as a result of the Al Qassam Brigades videos . Ansarallah 's 
videos from the captured ships as we ll of their spectacular helicopter in 
November last year became a sensation. Every Zionist atrocity is 
highlighted, broadcast and scrutinised with precision. The endless 
stream or ti ktok videos, instragram ree ls, telegram posts and materials 
on so many more platforms have created a total saturation that the 
imperialist media simply cannot compete with. The agitprop has been 
perfectly tailored fo r maximum impact, and so should it be in Ire land as 
well. 

Internationa l sol idarity and building real. tangible links with 

revolutionary and progress ive groups abroad is also vita l. Calls from 
the Palestin ian res istance grou ps to the people of the Arab world have 
been heeded. They have a lso provided them focus and targets for their 
anger. enlis ti ng the ir support as we ll as giving them direction. The 
Palestinian Res istance has r~cogni sed the importance of the solidarity 
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movement in the West, even w ith its limitations, and encouraged it at 
every turn. The world has never been more closely interconnected, and 
imperialism continues to be largely uni ted even with the rise of 
challengers and opposite poles. Resistance against imperialism must 
therefore also be united, and the Irish struggle for National Liberation 
and Socialism must work to be an integrated part of it. The international 
communist movement should also take the lesson to work openly with 
those struggling against imperialism. 

There are many more lessons we can take from Palestine, far too many 
for a single article. Perhaps the most important message, however, is to 
take inspiration from the fearless sacrifice, dedication and unyielding 
spirit that the Palestinian people have demonstrated before the eyes of 
the world. No technological innovation or state of the art weaponry has 
broken them. They have risen out of their concentration camps and out 
of the most dire poverty and oppression imaginable to resist with 
everything they have. They are a people who truly have nothing to lose 
but their chains. The Palestinian people through their defiance have 
demonstrated that imperialism can be defeated. The only fitting tribute 
to their sacrifice is that we be just as uncompromising and dedicated in 
our pursuit of revolution, in our rejection of the imperialist status quo 
that is smothering our own country as they have been. We should 
firmly embrace that their struggle is our struggle . Our liberation is their 

liberation. 

Palestine will be free, from the river to the sea. 

Ireland wi ll be free, from the plough to the stars. 

Dublin: Birds of a feather ... 



It is im possible to deny or overlook the 
accomplishments of the late Profess.or J ose 
Maria Canlas Sison, a lso affectionately 
known as "Ka J oma" a nd "Tito Jo", as a 
revolu tionary a nd Filipino patriot. 

Born in the medieval Filipino province of 
lllocos Sur on the island of Luzon in 1939, 
Sison grew up during a period of war in t l~e 
Philippines through the years 194 1 to 1954. His 
chi ldhood was marked by the Japanese 
occupation of the Philippines during the Sec.ond 
World War and the .subsequent Americ~n 
counterinsurgency agamst the communist 
Hukbalahap who had res1ste? the Japanese. 
Sison. being from a landow~111!? family. was 
able to take up th ird level studies 111 En~hsh ai~d 
Political Studies. A good swdent. S1~on did 
well in university and was lmed as a literature 

fessor Sison· s love fo r language. 
prort. ilar.ly li terature would continue into his 
pa ict ' · d b b I revolutionary li fe where he woul. ecome ot 1 

an award-winning poet and guerri lla leader. 

When Sison joined and ros: throug!1. th~ rank.s 
of the Communist Party ol the. ~hd!ppmes . . II 
I d been destroyed by the rev1s10111sm of its 
;hruschevite leadership. wl~ich . ~1ad 
deaenerated into right-wing cap11ula11on1sm 
~ Oowing the decline of the Hukbalahap 
u~err i l la . The Communist Party. under Jesus 
Lava. now supported co-operation with. the US 
puppet government which had crush~d 1t on the 
banlefield a decade prior. In 1965. Sison began 
using his influence to rally members of the 
partY's youth wing Kabataang t-:'lakabayan a1~d 
veterans of the Hukbalahap agamst the party s 
bankrupt leadership. Sison . played an 
instrumental role in re-orga111s111g the large 
mass base. re-founding the Communist Party of 
the Philippines in 1968 and thus f~unding the 
revolutionary Maoist party wluch wages 
protracted people's war in the Philippines 
today. 

This was known as the Fi rst Great Rcctifil:at ion 
Movement. Key dm:uments published among 
party members at the time writ~en by SisOI.~ 
inc lude .. Rectify Errors and Rebuild the Part) 
and the ··Program for a People's Democratic 
Revolution .. i~ which the theoretical vision for 
the rejuvenated Co111munist Part) \\as laid out. 
Sison correct I) anal) sed the semi -feudal and 
semi-colonial conditions in the Philippines and 
se ized the 1110111ent during an upsurge of the 
people's wars in Vietnam. Laos. Cambodia. 
Mala~ ~ ia. and Thailand b~ calling for the re-

organisation of the people's armed forces under 
the Communist Party and the beginning of a 
protracted people's war for people's democratic 
revolution. 

This people's democratic revolution. Sison 
explained. would unite every class in the 
Phi lippines with a vested interest in destroying 
imperialism, semi-feudalism. and semi­
colonia lism under the leadership of the proletariat. 
Sison outl ined three essential tasks for the party: 
.. party building. armed struggle and the national 
united front.'' Sison·s analysis blew the revisionist 
pacifism of Lava out of the water by explaining 
the only way to defend the gains (the ··armed 
independent regime") of such a revolution would 
be us ing force against force. As such. Sison argued 
that alongs ide the mass polit ical " legal struggle" of 
the united front and agrarian revolution. a key part 
of the revolution wouid be a "war of annihilation:· 

··rhere is 011/i- 011e road ll'hich the 11·orki11(! class 
under the let;dership of the Co1111111111is1 P~1rrr of 
the Philippines must wke. It is the mad of ar111ed 
revolwio 11 to s 111ash the ar111ed co11111erre1·ol/l/io11 
that presen·es.foreig11 a11d.fe11dal oppression in the 
Philippines. ·· 

Sison's view was driven by hi s analysis of Filip ino 
class history which held that the struggle for land 
was the primary turn ing point fo r revolut ion in the 
country. After the re-establishment of the CPP. 
Sison wrote his key work. "Phi lippine Society and 
Revolution" in which the development of the 
Philippines was scrutinised in its entirety on a 
materialist basis. Step-by-step. Sison understood 
the importance of the struggle for land in the 
Philippines. how it shaped the struggle against 
colonialism and later semi-feudalism. and how a 
"national democratil: revolut ion" would be needed 
to resolve the nat ional and class question by 
bringing about a sovereign Filipino state along the 
lines of Maoist new clemocrac~ . 

And so. the Nat ional Democratic movement would 
be born. In 1969. the ew People·s Army was 
formed b) the CPP. with an announce111ent 
declaring that "The uni\ ersal truth of!\ tao Zedong 
Thought- is nO\\ bein!! conscious!) and thorough!~ 
inte.,;<1tcd with the- concrete practice or the 
Philippine re\'Olut ion." Foll,lWed up b~ the 
for111at ion of the National Democratic Front. \\ hich 
encompasses both the part) and people·s arm~ 
along with other wings of the revolutionar~ 
mov~ment such as its women's \\'ing Makibaka. 
the tasks Sison had set Olli to accomplish \\ere 
completed and completed \\ ell . .'\t the command of 

the Filipino revolution were a capable party. 
people's army. and united front which had 
begun to wage war against the state. 

The mass legal struggle in the ational 
Democratic movement also grew 
exponentially during a period of unrest called 
the First Quarter Storm. It was Sison·s 
initiative which a llowed the revolutionarv 
movement to promote the formation of 
hundreds of legal activist groups and trade 
unions which form the millions strong 
"NDMO" mass organisations which are seen 
in the Philippines to day. As the New People's 
Army grew rapidly across the countryside. 
state repression under the martial law of 
Ferdinand Marcos increased. Sison directed 
the people's war from the ground. marching 
from camp to camp with gun in hand to direct 
the revolution. He was arrested in 1977. 
regularly tortured and placed in solitary 
confinement unti l his release after the liberal 
EDSA revolution in 1986. Despite the new 
liberal government's anempts to appease the 
CPP's leadership. once it became clear that it 
would not resolve the semi-feudal and semi­
colonial contradictions of the countrv after the 
Mendiola Massacre. Sison opted against 
selling out and decided that the revolution 
would persist unt il victory. 

For this. he was exiled in 1988. staying in the 
Netherlands and surviving assassination 
attempts and malicious lawfare. Sison 
continued to organise for the National 
Democratic Front from his exile. leading its 
negotiations panel in 2016 where he ultimately 
again chose the path of revolution and used 
peace talks as a strategy for the struggle rather 
than to capitulate. He formed the International 
League of People's Struggles in 200 I to 
organise legal national democratic mass 
organisations into a joint international body. 
His continued ins ights on Maoist theory and 
the global situation \\'ere incredibl\' va luable 
after- his exile. For example. after tl;e outbreak 
of the inter-imperial ist war in Ukraine and 
Donbass. Sison put forward the correct 
political line and called for neutrality in the 
conflict. He also often stood against and 
criticised Chinese social imperialism and 
revisionism. expos ing Chinese imperialism ·s 
role in the exploitation of the Philippines. 

Sison often expressed his solidarity with and 
communicated with the Irish republ ican 
movement. clearh· taking an active interest in 
it. The solidarity between the Filip ino Maoists 
and Irish republicans goes back to the efforts 
of Ruairi 6 Bradaigh and his internationalist 
leadership of the provisional movement. In 
Ireland. there is much we can learn from Sison 
and how he creatively and originally chose to 
appl) Maoist theory to the condi tions or the 
Philippines. starting from its pre-colonial 
beginnings and analysing each major 
contradiction \\ hich led to its present -da) 
state. His \vork paid off. as his part~ is no\\ 
one of the most advanced com111unist 
revolutions om.win!! in the \\ orld wd:n. with a 
part~ of 150.000 and an ad\ ancing .people. s 
war. \\ hich. hearkening back to Sison· s 
cont ributions. \\as able to persist thniugh 
another Ret:t ilication Movement and build a 
steadfast and lasting den1111:ratic ..:entralist 
onmnisation \\hich has been able to sunhe 
th~ strains or re\ isionism and conspirac) for 
55 \Cars. \\ c can also learn frnm some of hi, 
bro;1der cont ribut ions to Maoist theol'\ . ~uch as 
the ··un it~ -cri1ieism-repudiati1111-unit; ·· n10<kl 
\\ hich b applied in the err tnd:i~ . 
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·withol// the par1icipatio11 of women. mother Ireland ll'as going imo ha11/e with 
one ur111 tied behind her back· - Maud Gonne 

Introductio n: Ha lf the Sky 

T he quest ion of women 's e mancipation is key to pro leta rian revolutio n. If 
wome n a r c no t involved in the s truggle, it is su re to fail. A ll the most ad­
va nced revolutions share in co m mon a vita l ro le of wo men; it is a question 
of political line. M aoism shows us tha t w ith the cor rec t lin e, w e advance, 
with an incorrect one we fa ll back. Proleta r ia n feminism is not a n appe nd­
age but the correct appl ication of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism to _the q1~es­
tio n o f women's e ma nc ipa tion a nd tha t o f all oppressed genders with social­
ist r epublicanism as its g uiding thoug ht in Irela nd. 

The Communi st Party of Peru (Shin ing Path ) led the first guerilla a rmy where 
women outnumbered rnen. It was Augusta La Torre. better known as Comrade 
Norah. who orchestrated the first gL;--eri lla actions before going underground. 
Some aroue Chainnan Gonza lo was the more ·theoretical leadership· and her the 
more ·p~1c1 ical leadership". key in beginning the Peop le's War. The burning of 
ballot boxes in Ayacucho was done by a team of almost ent irely women: their 
spark lit the Andes a fi re. Among the PCP ' s Great Leadership was a high number 
of women. Comrade Norah herself on the politburo. She co-authored w11h Cata ­
lina Adrianzen the semina l work ·Marxism. Mariategui and the Women "s Move­
ment' where the PCP lavs out the theoretica l bas is for women ·s emancipation in 
Peru . High pm1icipation. of women is owed to the strength o f their political line 
on th is quest ion. produc ing great female commanders like Ed ith Lagos. '.vho 
liberated 360 prisoners from Ayacucho prison. With the bend 111 the road ol the 
Peru's Pcople· s War. women are s till denied emancipation. rhc reactionary state 
reccntl~ ~ct free Fuj irnori (who oversaw the mass sterilimtion of indigenous 
worn en ). 

At home the Irish Citizen ·s Army a longside being the fi rst Red Arni~ in Eu­
rope was ahead of its time in the roles women played in its operations. C o11110l­
ly saw the irnponanc..: of mobilis ing proletar ian women: 

·111 Ireland rhe ll'rn11e11 \ cause i.1 fe lt h1' all Lalwur 111e11 w u/ 1rri111en as their 
<'Cll1.1e. rlu: l.ulu111r cause ha.1 I/fl more . earnest 011</ whole -hearted l'U/l{Jflrters 
tha11 the 111ilita111 1rn111en. Rehelliun. e 1·en i11 1hm1g l11 . 11roduces a 111e111al a t11u1.1-
phere fl/ it l' mm. the 111e111al a111101phere the wru11e11 '" rehellion pmducecl. 
1Jj>e11ed their e 1·e 1 and 1ra111ed their 111i11ds to a11 wulerstanding o/ the e(/ects 
lt/JOJJ their \ex .of o \'iJCl c.11 \\'\·tem in u·hic:h the weakest mus! inevitahZl' go tn the 
11 ul/ / / 77111.1 the 1pr11t11! of i1ulu.11rialis111 111akes for the awakening of u wcial 
cu11.1c1,,ume11. " "'ake1 in " '"111e11 11 /i!e ling o f 1·e /f -pi1y as the greatest rn//ererv 
111nler \f1c uil and fl"li1ical 1111u11icc!. the din11e wr11th cm1used when thlll se/f-p it.1· 
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is m et with a sneer. and justice is denied. leads 111o111en to re i·olt. and re volt 
places 111ome11 in comradeship and equali(\' wi1h all the finer souls whose life is 
g ii·e11 to 11·arfl1re against established iniquities. · 111 

Connolly docs make one error in assuming a weaker nature of women . Back in 
20 13 the reactionary Ind ian State reported 60% of act ive Mao is t mi li tants to be 
women and admitted 'their fighting capab ilities are as good a s men· 1~ 1. When 
their potential is realised. when they see they do not have to go to the wall if 
they defy it. proletarian women are among the most dangerous mil itants. Marx­
ism-Leninism-Maoism continues to be the most advanced revolutionary science. 
light ing the path forward fo r women ·s emancipation from Peru to India. Anur-a­
dha Ghandy of the Communis t Party o f India (Maoist) is accredited by many as 
setting out proletarian feminism and her works are crucial. 

To establish a proletarian fem inis t line in Ireland it is of key importance to s tudy 
women ·s participation in the ongoing struggle against imperialism. to under­
stand the oppression of Iri sh women on a h is torical materialis t bas is a nd to d is­
ting ui sh the class interests in the Irish women ·s movement. 

Wo men a nd the Irish Revolution 

There ' s a rich history o f revolut ionary republican women which imperialism has 
done its utmost to suppress or blunt with shallow tokenisation. As Ion!! as there 
has bet:n a struggle for national liberat ion. there have been women invo lved and 
tht:i r part icipation has on ly increased with time and the development of capital­
ism-imperialism. 

Th e Ladi es Land League was dissolved by Charles Parne ll for bei ng ·100 m ili­
tant' after surrendering with the Kilmainham treaty. After men were imprisoned. 
it was the Ladies Land Lea!!ue which wok charue of the land war. But Anna 
Parnell saw a growing capinJationist trend : ·111e i;1ul le11g11e 11w11ed a p erpetual 
pellicoat screen. heh ind 1\'/1ic/1 they could shelter. nut .fi·om the Gm·em111e111 but 
/i·om the people· Ii i As her brother veered towards oppon unism. abandoning the 
land war in favour of "home ruk · . she saw that "/rela11d is a separate co11111r1· hy 
1he acl of 1111/1//'e, and there.fiwe cannot be 11•ell-g11vemet!. except hy hersel/" f.IJ. 
opting for full sel f-determinat ion. 

lngh inidhc na hEireann. founded in 1900. was instrume111al in bu ilding up the 
republican movement again for the 20th cen!UJ) '. It opposed 1-ilnne-Rulers. opt­
ing for ·co111plete 1·epara1is111 ffi·o111 Britain}. !he rising cause of /e111inis111 1111cl 
the interest o / lris/rn:11111en genera/ii" l'I Over the years it engaged in meal pro­
grammes for schools. mi litant opposition 10 Briti sh rccniitment and fought for 
cu ltural re1i1al of the Irish lan!!U!H!e. literature. art. music. hision . fhi s \~Ork 
\las done through dasses and ·i3ea71 na hEi rc;:ann · a radica l nati Zmalis t maga-
1ine which ran for three )ears. radi ca lis ing many \\ Omen. Constan ce Markie\ iL:7 



was one. Editor Helena Molony described the magazine as a ·111ix111re of g1111s 
and cl1ifjo11 · 161. A range of topics were covered from the national question. inter­
national politics. a labour section focusing on class struggle 10 th ings like fash­
ion and gardening. It aimed to counteract both chauvinist views against women 
and weak solutions to the national question in the ·u nited Irishman· paper edited 
by Arthur Griffi th. feeling that his: 

·socially conservatfre views abo111 wo111e11 a11d rhe worki11g class. a11d his pro­
posed pa1!11rc~v ro Irish /11depe11de11ce 1hro11gh rhe dual kingdom of 11i11e1ee111h 
ce11111ry H1111gm;v. 11ei1her of rhese joumals s11Jjicie111~1· a11e11ded 10 rhe Irish 
feminist and socialisr 11101·e111e111s ·. 171 

lnghinidhe was of a proletarian character. its first meeting reportedly all working 
c lass with the exception of Maud Gonne. They linked the national struggle, c lass 
struggle and women ·s struggle effectively. While the pe1i1-bourgeois section of 
the suffragette movement were campaigning for the right to vote to be included 
in the home-rule bill. lnghinidhe held firm to the republican position, knowing 
women's emancipation would come with national liberation & social ism and not 
a vote in the British parliament. lnghinidhe cadre helped establish the Irish 
Women ·s Workers Union and were active around the 1913 lockout which in­
cluded 1.000 proletarian women. This oriented many of them even further to­
wards soc iali sm and likdy influenced Connoll~'s own views on women's eman­
cipation. Al one rally to great cheers he repudiated ·do111i11ario11 of 11mio11 01·er 
1w1io11. of class over class. or of sex 01·er sex·. As many as 30 women were 
involved in the ICA during the 1916 rising and once again. many came from 
lngh inidhe. Women trained alongside men and took pan in military actions. 
Helena Molony (who became it's secretary) said: 

·co11110lfr. srmmch fe111i11is1 1ha1 he was - 1rns more 1ha11 anxious ro 1relco111e 
women i;110 the rm;ks 011 equal terms with 111e11. and to promote them to such 
rank and position as they were sui1edjor. · 1s1 

The !CA ·s more militant role for women contrasts with Cumann na mBan which 
undertook almost entirely a support role to the Volunteers who did nol a llow 
women membership. They rarely gol oppo111111 i1y 10 take up am1s with some 
notable exceptions like Linda Keams. Eithne Coyle. Mae Burke. Many women 
resented this aux iliary role, opting 10 light with the ICA instead. There is howev­
er some ar<>umenl as to the extent of gender equality within the IC A given roles 
like first aid and food provision were seemingly sti ll influenced by gender divi­
sions. On this poilll Markicvicz said women were: 

'Absoluteh' 011 the same joo1i11g as the 111e11. They rook pan in al/ marches. a11d 
even in the 111m10e1/\·res 1ha1 lasred all 11igh1 [. . .} Co11110/~1· made it quire clear to 
us that 1111 /ess 11·e 1ro111e11 wok our share i11 the drudge1y of 1rai11i11g a/Ill prepar­
ing. we should 1101 he allowed to wke any share in the jig/I/. )'011 may j udge ho1r 
/ii 1.-e were 1d1e11 /tell you thal s1.vee11 miles 1ras rhe length oj the ai-erage rollle 

/11(//"Ch.' (OJ 

None of this is to downplay the important contributions of brave CnamB volun­
teers. Rather it is to say that besides the IC A. the republican moveme!ll tailed 
behind the women of Ireland. underestimating and underutilising them. Regard­
less. CnamB serv..:d importanl roles in firs! aid. gun-running. intelligence. fa­
mously supplyi ng safe houses for the fl ying columns and undertaking various 
activities 10 ti.mdraise and gamer mass-support for the national struggle. Bntish 
111 i J ital)' reports admincd !hat ·1ro111e11 ·s clubs a11d co111111i11ees fun-e been jormed 
ill places and 1ro111e11 are lll!/ur11111a1e(1· rhe most active supporters· 1101. Catha! 
Brugha said: ·111 the afier111a1h o( 1916. 1.-hile mast male leaders 1rere impris-
011ed. ii was the 1ro111e11 11·!10 kt!pl the spirir alil'e {. .. } thejlagj/yi11g. · 11 11 

ln !!hinidhe had united with CnamB in 1915 with clear influence. comprising a 
sort of soc ialist republ ican fract ion. carrying on th e cu ltural revival project 1he 
organ isation held Irish language classes and many dances and cei li1he which 
served dual-purpose as recruitment. By 1918 CnamB had 600 branches and 
c lose 10 20.000 mcm bers nationwide and £253..l63 ha<l been raised for the cause. 
lnghinidhe laid many of these fo undations. being the theoretically stronger of the 
IWO. 

When Redmond called for Irish men lO fight in World War I. CnamB opposed 
it. dcclarirH! that ·10 Ul'}!t! or encourage Irish f 'o/1111teer s tu 1.?11/ist in the Brirish 
Army cann;,, [. .. } he regarded as consi.,·1enr 1rit'1 the task u·e lun·e Sl!f ourseh·es 
to do· 1,,1 This issue had sp lit supposed communists. break ing apart the second 
intemalional. CnamB look the principlcd anli -im peria li sl stance Connolly and 
Len in stood for. In pre\ enling conscription of Irish 111.:11 they were ins1runi"e111al. 
call ing June 61h I.a na rnBan ' ' here lhousands of Irish \\ Olllcn signcd a pledgc 10 
nol carr~ out th.: work of men if conscription occurred. CnamB was a lso among 
the first to oppose 1he Treat~. holding linn againsl counter-rernlution. ll1is 
caused the fringi: rrcat~ itc split Cumann na Saoirse. CnarnB propaganda acts 
continued wh ich werc suppressed b~ the n<:\\-bnrn ri:actionar~ Fri:e State and it 
was CnarnB 11·ho began 1he practice nf selling an<l wearing 1he Easier I.ii~ Ill 

suppon rcpublican prisoners. r" o of CnamB were martyred in the coumer­
rcvolution and thousands imprisoned. But c,·cn 1ht:n 1hc~ did 1101 rclcnt - form­
ing prisoner councils. di stributing fol1d and soap. keeping the national spirit 
a l i\ e . Nine!~ -se\'en w..:m 11n hunger -;trike. 

While neglected in the military sphere, CnamB achieved important objectives in 
mass-wo~~ · MLM pr~v~s revolutionary struggle must combine militarism and 
~ass poht1cs. eacl~ thnvmg off the other. Throughout the war for national libera­
tion, failure to tram women as soldiers hindered the stru!!<>le. Too manY nation­
a list leaders held misogynistic views on the inferioritv-~f women fi~hters or 
feared bein¥ .taken less seriously. Sociali st republicans took the more advanced. 
col'.ect pos111on th~t women ·s place is in the revolutionary struggle and that 
tailmg reactionary ideas about '~omen doe~ no good. CnamB politicised thou­
sands of women and the Treaty11es wou ld ve had a much harder time if their 
potential was fully realised . 

Late~ ~namB w?uld pla.y a role in the Occupied Six Counties. aligning with the 
Provisionals. This lime Its role. was more tightly linked with military operations. 
Oftenu.mes they would explo1: gender stereotypes to ward off suspicion like 
appe.anng pregnant _or pretendmg to be pan of a couple with republican men. 
Tacucal use of married women and women with chi ldren also occurred. Women 
were also allowed into the Provisional LRA itself where thev could plav a greater 
role. According to Sean MacStiofain: ' · -

·111 the ear(v 1970s a selected number of 1.-0111e11 were raken info the [P}IRA a11d 
1rai11ed [. . .} 011 the basis of ji1/I eq11a/i1y with men [. . .] some of the besr shots I 
el'er knew were wo111e11. So \\'ere the smanest i111el/igence ojji~·ers in Be/fas/. In 
suppon roles the IV0111e11 ·s :·lc1io11 Co111111 i11ees were ver1· ejfecrive org(//ii~ers of 
de111011s1ra11011s. ear~r 11·am111g. and alarms. · 1131 

Women we.re trained on a~ equal basis inside the Provisional IRA despite mak­
mg up a mmonty. Republican martyr Mairead Farrell said ) 'Oii gor doing whar 
!he lads did b111 II depended lo 1d1a1 ex rem you were co111111i11ed. 1101 measured b1 · 
ll'hat sex yo1111·ere ·''"'· For the small number of women. a hi!!h number of bomb­
ings were done by women. often exploiting misogynistic underestimation. 

Political struggle and the mass politics !hat CnamB & lnghinidhe had previously 
excel ~ed at were neglected m favour of a more command isl militar: program. It 
was fell by some ( P)IRA women that gender equality was taken more serioush 
in the military wing than the political wing. Women remainino a minoritY in t11e 
military wing may be attributed 10 these weaknesses of politkal line: fai line. to 
politicise the masses of women effec1ivelY. These issues culminated in the -be­
trayal of the Provisional leadership where-CnamB once again opposed capitula­
!lon. 

These wo1~en defied gendered expectations by even daring lo take up the light. 
A Sinn Fe111 lecture from 1984 begs some important questions about un ique 
obstacles 1ha1 republican women faced: 

'Why do so many speakers refer 10 the girls· i11 .·lrmagh ra1her than ·\\'0111e11 ':' 
Is it because girls can be a!loll'ed the wild i111pe111osi1y ofbeco111i11g i11rnfred in 
milirm)· srruggle whilst 011ce they are \\'0111e11 ther must se11/e back illlo their 
appoimed roles as ll'ives. mothers <111d orher. more subservient a1ff iliarr roles 
1d1ich are diclated by the characrerisric .fashio11s o( the male dominmed socie-
1y:' · 11 ;1 

Yet many revolutionary republican women persisted and rejected all compro­
mise with imperialism. the republican struggle inexiricabl) tied up their own 
struggle as women. Mairead Farrell states: 

'/ am oppressed as a wo111a11. and I'm also 
oppressed as m1 Irish person. Evernme in this 
co111111:1· is Oppressed am/ ye! 11·e ca11 011/i- e11d 
our oppressio11 as women !F 1\'e end the op­
pression of our 11atio11 as a whole. Bw. I do11'1 
1hi11k that alone is enough. This is11 't the .firsr 
time 1ha1 women have hee11 see11 as second­
WT. hw 1ro111e11 wda1· hm·e heen 1hro11gh so 
much 1hc11they1ro11'1 j usr /er things he. I hope 
I'm srill alil'e \\'hen rile Brirish are d1fre11 0111. 
Then rhe struggll! hegi11.1· m1e11· . 1101 

Women 's O ppression 
(Trigger 1Vami11g~ji1r rape! 

In the wake of !he cou111er-re,·olu1ion of 1922 
-23 British imperialism did its u1mos1 10 di­
vide th..: Irish people through part ition. sectarian ism and the s1renu1heninu p f 
patriarchal institutions. In 1he Free Stal..:. \\'Omen pa id most. lorc.:1 er stainc·d ;-vi th 
lht:i r blood. A Marxist understanding of 110111en's oppn:ssinn usinu his1mi..:al 
matcrialism is necessar) . It is Engcl"s thesis 1ha1 pri' ale propcrt~ is the.: oriuin pf 
women·s oppression. gi\'ing rise 11) a pa1riarchal fi.1mi l ~-l(m11. This first s:ned 
the purpose nf maintaining a line.: of inhc.:r itam:c.: through 1he male.: line ( ·1:11 hc r 
right·) as opposed to thc kmak li ne.: ( · nrnlher right . , as i1 11 a,; pre\ iousl1 . Fami-
1~ becom..:s an instillllitlll or priq11c.: proper!~ . Engels \Hl\le: 

fThe parriarclwl Jamill'/ \\'<I.\ the /irs1 /im11 o/ /11111i~1 · 1101 />,1st!cl 1111 11at11ra/ />111 

011 e1..·01wmic <'onditions. ancl <'Ollc.'l"t'h'ft· on rile rri1111111h of f"'h'tllt' /Jl'Of'l.!rf\ o ,·er 
.'if'Ollfllll t!rms~1· originated common 1wimiti1·c /Jrn/>t.'rt\ ' / / Therc!ffWt.'. mo1u1ga -

13 



my in no way appears in histo1y as a reconciliat ion between man and woman. 
and even less as a higher form of marriage. Quite the contr(l/y, it enters the 
scene under the form of the enslavement of one sex by the other. as the procla­
mation of a war between the sexes. up to then 11nk11own in prehistOIJ'· · 1171 

Through th is ·great historic defeat of the female sex' women themselves became 
property. Gendered division of labour was solidified into pre-existing class 
society but not yet as domination. Men were to be responsible for production, 
women for reproduction. By reproduction it did not just mean procreation but of 
everyday life - cooking, cleaning. nunuring and so on. What many fem inists 
have called unpaid domestic labour. 

Econom ic subordination sustains ideolooical oppression. and women were re­
duced to sexual objects or to domestic se~ants. The myth of the inferior female 
brain follows along with the exaggerations of bio log:ical di fferences, so that 
women were told that their purpose is in the home as wives and mothers. Anura­
dha Ghandy sunn ises: The 11·oma11 is seen only in relation to her husband. he!· 
indepe11de111 existence does not co11111· 1181. Within the traitor De Valera's consti­
tution there is no subtlety on this point. declaring: 'by her life in the home. the 
woman gives to the State a support 11"itl10ut which the common good cannot bC: 
achieved· and describes women working as ·neglect of their d111ies in the home . 
(l\IJ 

For most of the twentieth century women in the Free State were denied many 
rights. the bourgeois Catholic Church playing a large pan in its numerous draco­
nian laws. Even marital rape was legal and married women were .barre.d .from 
working in order to artificiallv strengthen this production/reproducuon d1v1s1on. 
This m; rriage bar sharpened. the ec-;nomic dependence of w~men up_on men. 
Dependence produces a power imbalance. the principal basis of domestic abuse. 
Even where proletarian women have entered production. the bulk of reproduc­
tive labour remains on them. Connolly recognising a double-explo1tat1on: 
·Marriage does not mean for her a rest fro m 011tside labour. it usually means 
that. to the 0111side labour. she has added the duty of a double dome.\"/lc rod 1201. 
Bourgeois women can shi ft this responsibility by hiring out s~rv_ants. but w1th?ut 
private propeny there is less basis for the bourgeoi s family w1thm the proletariat, 
al thoucli its institut ions still exist among us. Connolly stated: The worker is the 
slave ;;f capitalist societv. the female worker is the slave of that slave· 1211. Seeing 
that this exploitation persists among the proletariat. Connolly said that reprodu c­
tive labour gives the pro letarian man ·s labour-power greater va lue and d1mrn1sh­
es the cost of his reproduction for the ruling class. 

The PCP also recognised the pervasive myth o f 'dejicie111 jemi11i11e nature 
1d1ich "/ws served to justib· the oppression which up to now 11·ome11 exp_er1e11ce 
i11 societies in which exploiratio11 co111i11ues to prevail· 1::11 This myth d1sgu1ses 
the gendered di vision of labour as essential natural di fferences. Much like the 
o ld ;;..vth of the savage Iri sh nature used 10 just ify colonialism. The PCP ana-
lysed instead that : -

'For Marxism. 1romen. as much as me11. arf! hut a sel o(social relatio11s. histori­
cally adapted and d 1w1f!,i11f!, as a /i111ctio11 of the cha11ges ofsocien: i11 its de1·el­
opmem process. Wo111a11 then is a social pmclucr. and her tra11.1/orma1w11 de· 
mundv the tra11s/ormatio11 of sociely · 12 '1 

As more women by necessity enter production the mytl_1 of ·deficient leminine 
nature · is a lso used to extract greater surplus value from the ir wage-labour. 
Wo1m::n·5 jobs have hinged upon gendered divisions. as nurses. teachers. weav­
ers and <;o on. Women e111cring product ion also gives bourgeoi s leverage to 
di lute the value of labour-power. Mar.x wrote it ·spreads the values u/ the man ·_. 
laho11r-p11wer ""er his 11·/111/e /ami~1· · 1141 Whether the imperialist system benefits 
more from fim:in!! women to remain in the home or al lowing them into produc­
tion depend<; upo; the hi 'itorica l moment and <;tahility o f imperiali sm. Thi s is the 
crux of the d iffcrc1Ke' between the l· rec State and occupied six when it came to 
the po'i ition of wom..:n. 

I he Magdaknc Laundri..:s ens la\ ed I O.OIJO · women (considi:red a serious un­
dcre>limale). around 3.00IJ in 1hc occupied ~ i x c11u11ties forced to do labour 
und..:r brutal condit ion>. Vic1i111 ~ incluckd ·promiscuous women. unmarri..:d 
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mothers, transfers from prisons or psychiatric inst itutions, women who had been 
sexually abused - basically anyone considered deviant or a burden. Confinement 
could last decades and be lengthened by institutionalisation. Refusal to work 
brought food deprivation, solitary confinement and physical abuse. Many wom­
en died n such institutions. In the Occupied Six it was an 'alternative' to prison, 
demonstrating how much it was a prison. Commercial relations and Gardai 
involvement show facilitat ion by the Free State and both protestant and catholic 
churches co-operated on laundries on many occasions. pulling their sectarianism 
aside to tonure women. The laundries were not closed unti l October 1996. 

Mother & Baby homes were closely linked institutions - taking roughly 85.000 
unmarried mothers. Transfers to the laundries were frequent. Those in the Free 
State had exorbitant infant mortality rates. Most infamously a mass unmarked 
grave in Tuam with 796 baby remains was discovered. Health authorit ies at the 
time were well aware of the mortality rates. In the Occupied Six infant mortality 
rates were lower thus avoiding a s imilar level of controversy. A large redress 
scheme was undenaken to wash the Free State 's image and they closed the rec­
ords to prevent any further investigat ion. These institutions were founded by 
British imperialism two centuries prior, and were continued by its garrison class 
in consolidating semi-colon ialism. 

Bourgeois society punishes those who do not con fonn to rigid constraints of 
womanhood. Through the laundries and mother & baby homes women were 
robbed of autonomy, serving as an example to other women and making profits 
for the state. The Los Angeles research group explains the root of such inst itu­
tions: 

'The hist01y of civili=atio11 has been in part the ruling classes al/empts ro en­
force the co11nec1io11 between. sexuality and reproductio11 in order to presei-ve 
private proper~y through the 111stl/11t1on of 111hentc111ce. Repressive laws againsl 
adu/leiy. pre-marital sex. 1/leg11111wcy and ho111osexua'11y (·.J are examples of 
the repressive measures 1ake11 by the rul111g class. lo p 11111sh lhose who rebel 
against its false w1i1y of sexuality a11d reproduc/1011. l'; I 

Existing in the shadow of the bourgeois family is the open sale of women in the 
sex trade. Coerced to sell acces~ to their bo_dies to survi ve. i_n Ireland a report 
found 94% of those in prosti tution to be migrants, many be111g the victims of 
trafficking. 6.3% were trans women. over-represented 1n the sex trade globally 
(especially in Thailand where they are sought by : sex tourists' ). C?ne in fi ve of 
these reponed be111g sexually e.xplo1~ed by Garda1. Bourgeois society punishes 
women for being forced into a ~rade it created. Nevertheless. calls to reform the 
sex trade merely lead to expansion. Rather, the demands of proletarian feminists 
are for the right of _exit and total aboht1011 through People' s War. So called 
·socialists ' and 'feminists' _who propagandise for the sex trade are complicit i 
its exploitation .. In re_c~nt tunes certain landlords are demanding ·sex for rent~ 
amidst the housing cn s1s. Consent cannot exist under economic coercion _ this· 
an auack on women 's bodily autonomy. Soviet revolutionary Kollontai sa id 0

1~ 
this quest ion: 

'A 111011 who buys the ftivours of a woman does nor see her as a comrcule 
0

,. a 
person with equal rights. He sees the woman as dependent upon himself and c . 
an unequal crea111re ofa lower order who is of less 1rorth lo the workers· .war~ 
The comempt he has f,or the prostitute. whose fa vours he has houf!,ht. affects h;_;. 
auirude lo all women. 1'61 

The increas~ng hyper-~exualisation of women contributed to. by the pomographv 
and beauty mdustnes 1s no beuer than puntanism. another side of the same vio­
lent coin. degrad ing women as objects and fostering disregard for consent. Stud­
ies find regular consumption of pornography can le~d to greater aggression 
towards women and a greater degree of rape apologia. In recent years much 
attent ion has been drawn to image-based sexual assault in Ireland - where sexual 
footage of women is distributed without consent. 

While Free Stale laws may seem harsher in many instances. women in the Occu­
pied S ix face the brnta lity of occupation and reactionary loyalist idt!ology. When 
paramilitaries murder repuh licans and massacre the masses. it is proletarian 
women who have to pick up the pieces. In recent years the Occupi.:d Six have 
woefully disproport ionate figures for domestic abuse and femieide. Last year 
45.000 cases were repo11ed in the Free State. 33. 186 in the Occupied Six. Fi f1.:en 
cases of femic ide against Irish wom.:n wen: reported las t year fou r of these were 
in the Occupied Six Counties. In 20 17 there were eleven killings. Consiuering 
the smaller populat ion of the Occupied Six these figures are shocking and 
demonstrate the sheer bruta lity settler colonialism fosters against women. Fe­
male republican prisoners face dire conditions. many p lac.:d in male prisons. The 
women in Armagh who went on to hunger strike and engaged in a no wash 
protest recounted being strip searched daily. a s many as -10 times a day. Deliber­
aic sexual humiliation like this intends to erode \1 omen· s spiri ts. Simi lar tactics 
are used by imperiali sts of all s1ripes. In Peru man) femini sts denounced 
·.1:nre111atic use o/ torture a11d rapr! hr govemmem ollicia Is · /~7 1 against political 
prisoners. The British occupation flaunts its power O\ 'Cr women: 

·Naked told fo hend O\'er. to touch our toes. to \'{Wead our che11ks // H'e ·n .. got 



our period 11·e have to take the tampon out i11 ji-0111 of them. Ir ·s degrading and 
humiliating. When we do urines it ·s even H"Orse. 11·e piss i11 a boule i11 ji"Dlll of 
the111. {/\re can '1 o r won't we lose vis its .for three weeks. · 1~8 1 

Through the entire process of colonisat ion. Britain has had a vested interest in 
sus taining patriarchal ideology in Ireland. Before Bri tain's arrival in Ireland -
a lthough the transiti on from ·mother right' to ·father right' had a lready occurred 
- there were comparatively progressive rights for women well into the 12th 
Century. Women kept property in marriage. could inheri t where there were no 
sons. could recla im the ir dowry if ill -treated and had many grounds for divorce. 
The nascent C hurch was opposed but did not yet have control over c ivil laws. 
Though sti ll patriarchal. it did not yet take on quite so vicious a character. 

Today. a fter decades o f struggle. Irish women have attained many of the rights 
counter-revolution denied them - di vorce. contraception. abortion. work after 
marriage. among others. Re- induction into production at large reduced economic 
dependence and faci lita ted re-politicisat ion of women. Enge ls wrote of how 
'i11du.1·11y has taken the wije out of the home 01110 the labour market and into the 

fac101:1·. and made her ojien the bread-ll'i1111er of the fami~v · and predicted this 
1rould reduce ·male supremacy [. . .} i11 rite proletarian household- except. per­
haps. for so111e1hi11g of the brwality toll'ards \\'Omen rhot has spread since the 
i11troduc1io11 of monogamy '. 1,,,1 

Women still face rampant violence wi th litt le protection from the bourgeois state 
w hich stokes the fires of m isogyny. For instance. the frequent ignorance of do­
mestic vio lence calls by Gardai. Religious fundamental ism has not died away 
and will resurge with a vengeance. It is ri sing across the world as Anuradha 
Ghandy could see in 200 I: 

'/111peria/is111./(1Ced wirh its 11·orst ever crisis since the i111er-11·ar years is encour­
aging and prumoti11g.fi111da111e11talist .forces and f ascisr orga11isario11s and propa­
g a111/a [. .. } And one of rhe central poi111s ofji111da111e111alisr propaganda is a 
co11sen·a1i1·e ideology of gender - all ji111dame111alisrfarce.1". be they of the Chris­
ria11 de110111i11a1ium 11 rhe US. or Hindu. or the Nell' Religions i11 Japan or !s/a111-
ic /orces-1hey proclaim rhe 5/Jecijic agenda of res/ori11g the cemraliry of rite 
fi;1;11ilv a11d home i11 the 1!/e o/ 11·0 111e11 and patriarchal co111ro/ O\·er her sexuali-
1y. , (JO( 

Even the ri!!hts won from capitalis t dictatorship can swi ftly be taken away as 
cr ises of irnperiali srn i111ens i ly. The Free State does not honour the result of the 
20 18 Repeal refi:rendum. maintaining scarce underfunded services which force 
women to still go abroad. Deep rooted misogyn istic ideology spans t he w ho le 
healthcare system. with health issues ignored on top of ruthless auste rity . Whi le 
contraception is g iven on infonned consent in theory. in pract ice doctors can 
fab ricate arbitrary reasons not to. And mos t glaringly the cervical check scanda l 
of 20 18 where 206 women developed cervical cancer after being g iven an init ial 
ne!!at ive result. 162 were not given an updated report. In the Occupied Six. 
imperialists laud the virtues of the NHS but that is being viciously defundcd too 
with Io n!! waits that force individuals towards going private . Bourgeois women 
can o f c;urse buy the ir way out of all these issues. 

The t ide of proletarian women entering production (held back by the ruling c lass 
for a t ime) brought us one step closer to controlling our own destinies. Capitalis t 
development advanced the status and fre..:dom of women from feudal conditions. 
With the development of a socia lis t republic - when the Irish people collectively 
own everything from the plough to the stars - the basis fo r patriarchal domina­
t ion will b..: uprooted. W..: can then speculate of a more comrnunal form of fami­
ly to emerge once more wh ich does not lay a ll the responsibil ity of reproduction 
on pro letarian women . For proletarian feminism. women's oppression is under­
stood as an ext ra-class oppression with its solutions in c lass struggle - not mere­
ly in refonn of gender roles and fa mil). 

Base & Superstructure 

A n understanding o f base and superstructure is important t0 demarcate proktari­
an feminism. The base comprises the economic arrangement o f society: its pro­
duction re lations. prope11y relat ions and so on. Superstructure cornprises the 
polit ical. legal and idcologi<.:al systems dct..:rmined by the base. It is t he ruling 
classes who con trol ihe ..:conomic base and hence the p0 litical and ideological 
supers tructure. Patriarchy is inseparatile from capi ta lism. As Anuraclha G hand) 
puts it : 

"The sw11e r11/i11g classes. 1.-!1e1her i111periu/is1s. capi1ulis1s. feudal.,· und rhe State 
they co11trol. are the e11e111itts o( wome11 heca1tSl' tht'y uphold and perpetuate tht! 
parriarclw/ fi 1111ih-. gel/(ler discrimi11mio11 and 1he 11t11riarchal ideo/o~ · 1.-irhi11 
that soe'il! f.\ " The1· g el rhe suppol"f o/ 11rdi11urr 11w11 u1u/11 11h1edly 1.-ho i111hihc the 
parriarclw/ idl!11s. 11·hich are 1he ideas o( rhe ruling clusses and oppress 11·om­
e11. ' 1: q 

For Ireland th is means the Rrit l IS Ell imperiali sts and their suhsen icnt l"l>lll­
prador bourgeoi s ie. !"his garrison c lass fac ilitates exploitat ion of the Irish nation. 
\\ith patriarch) a cure p illar oft hl· S) Stem aris ing from propert) relations a t the 
base. (iendered di' is inn nf labour. 1he patriarchal fa111il' and ·ckficicnt lcminine 
natu re " an: supcrstructural expressions. n1c supcrstn.rcturt' can in!luencc the 

base but the economic base is principal. In th is way the patria rcha l order is bent 
but not broken. Movement from feuda lism to capitalism sign ificantly al tered the 
superstructure and socialism takes th is furt her. Com munism wi ll end gender­
oppression. 

Mao teaches us that e 1·en ki11d of 1hi11ki11g. ll'ilhow exceprio11. is stamped 11·irh 
the brand of a class. · ll'I Bourgeois women give rise to class -collaborationist 
feminisrn. which is in essence bourgeois feminism. quickly becoming the mos t 
reactionary element of the women' s movement. This is because they too become 
agents of patriarchy. most apparent with the ir exploitation of proletarian women 
and compl ic ity in imperialism. Whi le comparatively progressive to conservati,·e 
factions of the ruling class . a llegiance to capital w ill always outweigh an) no­
tions of ·s isterhood". Calls fo r more women in the ruling c lass lead to the same 
demagoguery every time. Did republicans die kinder tmder Thatcher ' s rule? 
Anuradha Ghandy \\Tote on the inherent weakness o f bourgeois liberal femi­
nism : 

'/1 is resrricred ro changes i11 the fall' , educorio11ol and e111p/oy111e111 opporruni­
t ies. ll"e(fi:1re measures. e 1c. and does 1101 quesrion rite economic and polirical 
s tructures o.f the society which gh·e rise ro patriarchal discri111i11a tio11. Hence it 
is rejormist i11 irs oriema1io11. bo1h i11 theon· and i11 p rac 1ice. fl helie•·es 1ha1 1/ze 
.Wale is neutral and can be made 10 imerrene in /(ffour o( 1rome11 11·hen in facr 
rhe bourgeois .srare (. .. ] 11·i// 1101 s11ppon 11·0111e;1 ·s srruggle /or e 111ancipaiio11. 
The S1a1e is deje11di11g 1he im eres1s ol 1/ze ruling classes 11·/10 hene/il /i ·o111 1/ze 
s11hordi11mio11 aml de ,.alued starm o/"11"0111e11 ·. ()JI . 

Rights like abortion are concessions won from the ruling c lass. a pressure 'al\ e. 
While proletarian women were kc) to bui lding repeal. the mm ement didn ·1 
surpass a refo nni st consciousness. A major purpose or the referendum \\'as to 
sustain the illus ion of bourgeois dcmocrac\'. in real it, · rema ining ·comm ittees o r 
t he rich to manage the afl~irs of the capiia li st class._ l"I Large- segments of the 
rul ing c lass opposed repeal until the da) of the ' o te. using the media apparatus 
for campaigns of reaction and misinfonn at ion under the guise of ·ratio nal de­
bate' . When it passed. they had a sudden enlightenment and dec lar..:d the) had 
handed these rights down to women out of good " ill. 

In some cases. progressive refonns ha\'e been encouraged b) the E U as pan o f 
its European C onvention on Human Ri ghts - e.g .. ending the man-iage bar. The 
EU and NATO were born as an a lliance against the red threat and emerne111 
nat ional liberat ion mm·ements as \\ e ll as to pre' e111 furthe r i111er-imper ialis1 
s tri fe with in the West. Social-democratic refonn s throu!!h the EU sen ed 10 
placate against proletarian revolt \\' ithin Europe. Pa 11 of-this was the need to 
o ffer certain concessions to women and other minor ities. afler the fac t. declari ng 
the EU bast ion of ·human ri!!l11s · and ·western values· - fortif\ in!! t he ideo log~ 
of imperia lism and form ing the European CorH·ention on Huni an-Rights. Le1-i1 
not be forgotten it \\'as the USSR that enshrined uni \'ersal women ·s su ffrage in 
the firs t pla ce. -

\\ii t h the imperialist plunder of Iraq and Afghanistan. \\Omen ·s right,; wert' an 
ideologica l just ificatio n for NA TO. Imperialist feminists tell right in line. The 
facetiousness of this pink-\\"ashing is at its most blatant with the Z ionis t project. 
In the begi nning. proud l) procla im ing itself a sett ler colon ial projcc1 in the Euro­
A merican trndition. no" it washes the occupat ion of Pales tine "ith C\ er' s1n11c­
!!' imaginable - women's ri!!hts. !!a\ rights . and ind..:..:d decoloni7ation ~t its the 
~iost absurd . An) supposed-supp'Ori roT- \\ tJmen ·s emancipa tion is purel) S) lll­

bolic and an expression of present self-interest. lmpcr ialisr ins ti t ution,; likl' t he 
EU or NATO arc no friends to proktarian \\ Omen . B) portra~ ing themsch e' a , 
this c i, ·ilis in!! force tht' ELI jus t if'. their robbin!! of Irish res1>urce,; and NA ro it> 
creeping atte~npts to drag tile lris i1 people int<' its campaigns 11f impcriali,;t te rn>r. 

rl1e militanc' of\\omen· s suffra!!l' lllll\ ements and the , ·i11le1H:c u,;ed 1,1 ad1il'\l' 
thci r goals ( in Ireland o!len tied -w republicanism ) i,; a irhrushcd 1>u1 ,,f hi:< t111'\ 
Even the conl ing.:nt of Irish su ffragettes \\ IH' had lied !heir hnpe,; to I l1>rnl· Ruk 
\lent on to smash Bri tish administ rat ion buildin!!,; \\hen the l"1lnstitut io11al road 
sho\\'ccl no results and rellrscd l<l pa) their lin~s . rl1c rul ing clas,; as,; im ilatl" 
J<:mini,;rn into hourg.:oi,; li beral ism. robbing it nf an) radical edge·. Hut in see ing 
that the ..:nem~ onl) grants \\ Olllcn frci:d1lm ,; \\hen its hand is l(lrc·cd tha t it 
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Irish republican women ~1se• 
.-.dusthi!J lids to warn thei~,.. 

co.mmunities and fighters of 
British Army incursions. .-

fears their revolt - prolernrian women attain revolutionary consciousness. A line 
of demarcation in the women ·s movement is necessary. The PCP wrote, citing 
Mariategui (their emphasis): 

'/11 !his 11e11· period ofp oli1ici=a1io11 of 1he masses of women in which ll'e now 
e1·ofre. wi1h ifs base in a grecuer economic par1icipa1io11 by women in 1he co1111-
rr1" ir is i11di.\pe11sah/e 10 pay serious af/e111io11 ro rhe 1rnmc111 q11es1io11 as regard1· 
sruc~v and research. poli1icul i11co11Jorario11 and co11sisre/I/ orgcmi=ing 11·ork. A 
!ask 11·/rich demands keeping in mind A'farici1eg11i'.1· 1hesis which leaches 1ha1: 
"WOMEN. LIKE .\,/EN. ARE REAC TIONA RIES. CENTRISTS OR REVOLU­
TIO.VARIES. THE Y CAN.VOT THEREFORE All FIGHT THE SAi'vfE BATTLE 
SIDE Bl' SIDE. IX TODA Y'S HU. HAN PANORA.\,/A CLASS DIFFERENTIATES 
THE ISDllWl.lrll MORE THA.V SEX .. . p;r 

In the Irish context liberal feminism served to mo\e feminism away from a 
national consciousness. most blawntlv in the Occupied Six whae attempts to 
unite on gender a lone favour the occupation. While CnamB had a number of 
bourgeois women among its ranks and was not e levated w soc ia list republican­
ism (at best taking from ii eclectically). it remained a revolutionary organ1sauon 
steadfast against capitu lation. ft was far from co:ntri st or reactionary and stayed 
committed to republican revol ution. Todav the ruling c lass has successfully 
subord inated Irish feminism almost entire!~ w bourgeois c lass thought. away 
from re\ olutional') republicanism. Liberal feminism has become a usefu l tool for 
unionists. preseming republican resistance as ·patriarchal". only paying lip ser­
' ice to wo~nen who fought among its ranks. Imperia lists cannot explain the 
presence of '"omen militants. Anuradha Ghandv anal, ses '1rnme11 become 1he 
1,rn1hols and carriers o f WJdal tumour of' die cr~mm111;ir.1• · I "•I - helpless victims 
\\h1> must be ·saved· b~ !he imperialists or terrorized. 

Most Irish feminist organisations wdav are bourgeois in character. NGOs like 
the National Wor11en· s Counci l rel\ ~n funding from the Free State and EU 
directi\eS: It is controlled oppositio1;. the parameters of action st:t out by imperi­
al1 '> 111 . In us campaigns it look'> for more ,,omen in leadership and begs for more 
rew urcc; for \\omen from a '>ubordinate position to the Stale. Such programs 
hold back proletarian women. l.ackin!! ima!!ination. 100 man) socia list organisa­
tion~ ~i111pl~ tai l beh ind the bourgeois-feminists. 

RO~A. femi nist \ving of 1hi: I rotsk~ iti: Socia list Part~. are quite silent on impe­
n<~l1 ~ 111 like !heir mother-organi,ation. In Ireland th<:) call to connec t the work­
er ' ' truggk . women· s strngglc. queer ,;truggle. but never the nmionaL fo llowing 
the 1 laddcn ite two-nations 1heor. here and two-state solution in Palestine.:. 
h1un~i:d in 20f 3 it "as acti\C in R

0

epeal but foikd to ele,ati: ii 10 a rcvolutional) 
co11,c1ou; nc'' due 10 nrnvemi:111is111 (re l) ing on 'pontaneit~ and tailing ~oc i a l 
mm cmcnt '> ralhi:r than prm id in!! leadcr~hip ). I hese opportuni~ t lines an: 11·h~ it 
peaked 1\ith repeal and couldn 'i orient li!mini'm lO ~ocia li ~m . ( ii\cn that anti­
impcria li '>m i, a rnrc component of proletarian f\:mini"n ROS/\ has liule in 
comml)ll \\ ith it. 

On l~ upon ' ci1ure of p<mer can th.: patriarchal ~upcrsiruclllre h.: crushed. Dur-
111g the< 1reat Proletarian t ul1ural Re\ olut ion ·a ride, were made in changing thc 
' uper.,1111c1ure: 

( l1111e 1e 11·11111<' 1/ wt11 11 ork 1111tl1. re11 a11tl 111ke /)(11'1 111 p11/i11cal mu/ c11/111ral 
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ac1ivi1ies along wi1'1 !he men. Many women lw1·e eme1ged as socialis1-minded 
and professional(v expen cadres. b1s1ead of lim·ing !he ir vis ion confined ll'ifhi11 
Ifie four 11·a// s of !heir homes as i11 1he pas!, !hey 11011· co11cer11 ihem sefre.1· ll'ifh 
affairs of s 1a 1e and of 1/ie 1rorld. El//li11sias1ic. bold and dern1ed 10 1/ie people. 
1/iey are acco111plishingjea1s Chi11a's women could no! dream of before. · 1371 

Women a~ained a crucial place in political and social life and took many lead ing 
roles. Policies to reduce the burden of reproduction made th is feasible. Thin!.!S 
like laundry and tailoring were a lso collectivised. Equal pay. large campaigns 'Or 
~ducation and training, and free pre- & post-nata l care a~lowed \~o~en to e';;gage 
111 production more than ever. ll1e sex-trade was basica lly cl11111nated. lli.:se 
heights were rolled back by the capitalist roader counter-revolution with socialist 
construction sabotaged and women back in chains. 

While the Irish People"s Republic never auained near the same heights. our own 
counter-revolution was also the loss of pol itical power. Or. as the PCP wrote of 
the F~ench Revolution. '011ce 1he revo/111io11~11y upsurge 11·a.1· fo11gl11 and hailed. 
reac11011a1y ideas re -emerged abo111 wo111e11 . fJRI Women's freedom flows out of 
the bar:cl of a gun. Securing. t~ese freedo~1s n~ccssitates proletarian cultural 
revol~t1ons - tac.khng b~JUrgeo1~ 1d.eology wh.1ch h~gers in the superstructure and 
securing revof~llon .agamst capn~ftst restoration. dissolving gendered divis ion of 
labour as Mao s Chma was workmg towards. challenging patriarchy on a ll I 'v 1 
of soc iety. In Ireland this would also tak~ the fom1 of cultural revival. n~t cl~ 
ret~m to fe.udal ~,af_ues but to further cultivate a revolutionary national culture 
resistant to 1mpenahsm . 

China·s example must be bu ilt on. scaling new heights for women's eman · 
tion. Mao rightly held the principle '!he e111a11cipa1io11 of ll'o111e11 is an i;,,i~~~i 
parr of 1he liberario11 of rhe prolewriar '. p•f And this can only be ach i' V'd b 
correctly grasping the base and superstructure pertaining 10 women ·s opp~e~sio/ 
as Anuradha Ghandy demonstrated. 1· 

On the Queer Question 

Among our tea.chers \~e do not find a d ear answer to the qu~er question. but we 
have the sc1ent1fic socialist method. Evidence suggests the btrth of queer op , 
sion coincides with the 'g rea1 hisloric de/ea/ of !he female sex · f'O f and lh' ~cs­
of private property. ll1e movement to · father right" also n.:quires that on lv el • 1~h 

I I . I . b d d I . "d , lcler-osexua re auons 11ps can e accepte an I 1at n g1 gender roles are in 1 • • 
Queer women face double oppression. as women and as queers. p acc. 

Early versions of the oral ta les of Cu Chulainn from Ulster portr..iy a I , b 
tween him and Ferdiad as lovers. Brutal cu ltu ral genocide and dec·1111 o~c e-_ 

· · b B · · I f · 1· allon ol na11ve populations y nils i co oma ism complicates a historica l n , . . 
analysis of queer oppression but we do know that during the period ol~a.tcna hs t 
· · b Cl · · f f · - mother right ( etter known as pre- .msttan re and) - while marriage was strict! , h 

erosexuaf. 111 other relauonsh1ps homosexual love was accepted \Vh t ) ct-. a we no, . 
ca ll queerness was not yet repressed lO the same extent. fn the ·fat I . . ~ 
societies of the day like Rome or Greece. homosexuality was only a' i:r ngl ht 
I · · · I 1 • ccepiec ·is c om1nat1on of master over s ave. not as ovc. As the influence 0 i· ii C· 

1 
'. · 

Church developed in Ireland this would have begun lO change and 8
1
e . . 1'll .iohe 

nialism consolidated the repression o f Irish queers. - nils 1 colo-

Up until 1993 homosexuality was criminal ised in the Free Stat' 198? . 
Occupied Six Coumies. During the ·sos AIDS crisis queer com~iu .l.- •n the 
I f. kl I . . I · · 1· 111 ics were e t to tac · e l 1e s1tua11on a one. m1pena 1st powers using ii to d . · 

I . \Vh I 1· S dd - ec1111ate thei r popu auon. en I 1e ·rec ta!<: a ressed AIDS on national tel~,. 1· 5 · · . 
I I . . . . I . ~ ion It \\:JS 

on y lO proc mm ·prom1scu 1ty t 1e issue. a reification of bourgeois m 1 . • 
I 'd · I · -rh o · - ora s rather t 1an prov1 mg any so uuons. e ccup1ed Six was fi.trther b" , 

Tl I · · · . su ~ect to iatc ier s aggress ive anu-queer antago111sm. The Los Angeles R 'sea I G. . ·r d s . . fi /\ I . t• c ' re 1 I OUf) 111 · owar s a . c1enu 1c na ys1s o the Gay Question · l)Uts the purpo , I' . . 
. I I 'd I f" I 1· sc o <llll1-queer palr!arc ia 1 eo ogy or t 1e ru mg class succ inctly: 

'like11'ise. 1w111en in rejecling. de/iniliom of i1!/i!rioriry rn11 see iliemsefres " " 
11·ork~rs a11d hecome 1111".1a111 /1gll/ers .for socialis1 re 1·11////ion. The houixeoi.i·h; 
1err1/1ed hy 1/ie nJ11111111111sr .1pec1er <?f.1he eq11ali~1 · '!I 1t'C1111e11 a11</ men. fahe/;· 
sexual equallf.1· llS 111111u111ral: G(~1·11es:" 1s llls 11 lahelled "111111a1ural: .. ii is a llirem 
lo h1111rgeo1s tf1:m1mmce. uuyness /.\' ··111111t1///l'a/, .. and l/ierefi1re ll fhrew Ill 
hou~:r~eots do111111a11c~. f'l'ec·.1:\·e~1 · he~~ause it rt!)t!<'f.\ the .. narura/ ' ' hour i:eo;,,. 
s11c1ery os re.flec1.ed Ill rhe 11<1111.ral { ... / 1111clear /11111i~1 '.· ii lllso im{Jlie": ihui 
1·e.rna/ rela111msl11f!s 11eed 1101 he fled /0 reprntl11c1i1111. · 1.11 1 

( ia~ relationships .. \\ hc!hcr bet \vcen pr? lclari.'111 men or prolcwrian \\omen. nn 
longer hm e an enlor~ecl gendered di\ 1s1n11 of.labour bcl\\cen them. As a n:su lt. 
quee~ \\O.'nen c;~n ollc1.1 escape . do~bk-explonat1on hut foci.: compensator. 0 _ 

prc~smn 111 the lonn o l · corr~cU\ e ' 1ol~nce. 1.·his can manil\:st in homopiioh~c 
a.ttacks. sexual assault and ' ' 1d~spread d1scn.'111nmion. Coll\ er~ion therap~ con­
tinue~ to be legal. mosll}. p~act 1ced h~ rehgwus fumlamentalists. Ga~ m.:n arc.: 
~ub,1.:cl IO similar ·corrcct1\c.: '1olcnce hut not as gender oppress ion. 

·' hc I./\ research group hO\\'C\ er made an error in placing the patriarcha l fami h 
111 the base rather than the supers1rucnire. As .such. the~ '~c.:re unable to pn:dil:l 
ga~ marnagc equafil) a~ e\en a poss1hiln~ . Smee 201 5 it is !.:gal for Irish !!<!\'> 
to bui ld tht:ir m\n nudear f;un i l ~ . Due IO difficult~ accessing adopt ion and-c<;s1 



of other methods. it is mainly bourgeois gays who can raise children. Proletarian 
gays face the brunt of homophobic violence and are put into po\·eny by discrimi­
nation which deems them unnatural: panially infonned by gendered divisions 
within production. 

Oppression is more acute for transgender people. The Swiss organisation Red 
Star, providing an MLM perspective on the trans question. argues that tran­
sphobia is pan of bourgeois-patriarchal ideology and the ideological oppres­
sion of queers, serving the ideological oppression of ll"o111e11 ·. 1 ,~ 1 Bourgeois 
patriarchal ideology requires rigid gender I sex categories which trans people are 
in sharp contradiction with. On gender roles Anuradha Ghandy wrote that : 

"i\4ascu/iniry c111dfe111 i11i11i(1· are cons//"lic/s of a patriarchal society a11cl ire hm ·e 
to struggle to change these rigid consf/"l!Cfs. Bw ii is linked to rhe 01·errhro1r of 
rite entire exploirarii"e socie(v. 111 a socie(1· irhere patriarchal do111i11ario11 ceases 
10 exisr hair men and 11 ·0111e11 will be. irhat kind ofrra irs rhey 1rill adopr is impos­
sible/or us 10 say. ' 1, 31 

The US based Proletarian Feminist Research Group wrote on how these rigid 
categories harm transgender people: 

·11 key asp<!l"t ofrhe ideological 111aime11a11ce a/gender and se.rnaliry is a .wable 
1101io11 ofsex and gene/er{. .. } Thesejormarions rhemsefres s1r11c111re and impose 
o.we11sih~1· i111111111able sex caregories imo ll"hich all people 11111sr ./(111. Ir is in this 
regard rhar rra11sge11der people f ind themselves i11 co11rradicrio11 11·irh the de­
mands ofparriarclwl s//"lictures ofgender and sex11ali(1·. · 1.,1 

Irish trans people arc denied medical care which alters sex characteri stics behind 
psychological interrogation and non-consensual ·corrective· surgeries are carried 
out on interscx children. Trans people are in sharp contradiction with gendered 
di vision of labour. It contributes to discrimination in production. lower wages 
and high unemployment rates. Th is is on top of ostracization and the costs of 
transition that contributes to their overwhelming proletarian ization. 

Trans women are deemed unlit for most reproductive labour. putting them in 
sharp comradiction with ·deficient feminine nature·. simultaneously oppressed 
as women and deemed unable to fulfil the ·natural" role of a woman. For trans 
men ponrayal as "helpkss confused girls· and of · seli~mutilation · demonstrates 
still facing aspects of misogyny regardless of identity. As a result. trans people 
arc largdy excluded from the reproductive sphere while also facing harsh dis­
crimination in production - a major cause of many of ihdr coercion into the sex 
trade. 

Transphobic hatred is often stoked through cultural institutions. as with current 
moral panics around libraries and ·gender ideology" in schools. This results in 
fascist attacks like the one on Swords Library (which was faci litated by Gardai) 
or those carried out by loya I ists in the nonh. Pornography and media caricatures 
also contribute to dehuman isation of trans people. but of course. these are not the 
root of trans-oppression but rcin forcers. 

The ·social honour" afforded to many women is invened with queer people -
made out to be threats to women and children. Transphobia is a major element 
amidst the global growth of fascist and fundamentalist forces that Anuradha 
Ghandy spoke o l: Ir~ the US. force ful detransition is occurring in many states and 
more recently criminalisation of practices like drag which sen·es 10 proscribe 
gender non-confonnity as a whok. The Bri tish state is moving in the same vein 
and the Irish garrison c lass is sure to fo llow. Th is is done in the name of proti:ct­
ing the patriarchal fami ly which quei:r people arc seen as destabili sing. 

TI1e bi11h of queer oppression comes with women ·s oppression and thus queer 
emanci pation can only come hand in hand with women ·s emancipation. Proletar­
ian feminism must unite these stnrgglcs. panicu larly on the basis of combatti ng 
gender-oppression. Th is question needs its own thorough examination - guided 
by a materialist basis and rooted in class st111ggle. not liberal identity polit ics. 

Cultural feminism and revisionism 

Hav ing sketched out the MLM perspective on women·s emancipation first set 
out b~ Mar.x & Engels. and advanccd by the PCP and CPI (Maoist) - it is neces­
sary to combat the reacti onary thesis of cu ltural fcmini sm. /\nuradha Ghand~ 
describes: 

·c 'u/rural feminism hegins with the assumption r'1c11111e 11 011d H"Ome 11 are hasicul-
11" clif/ere11r. Ir /in·usecl 011 rhe c11/111ml .fear11res o( patriarchal op11rl!ssio11 w1d 
{Jl'inuwi~r aiml!d for re/iJnns i11 th is c1rec1 { . .. /it aclan1a11t~\ ' rej l!c.'t,,· any cririqut: '-?( 
CC1/Jitcdisn1 e111d t'lll/1'1asises putriarc/Jy as the roots t!/ u ·o1111111 \ · 0111wessio11 ancl 
\'eer ,· trHrards ,·eporotf.,·m ·. 1.i ,1 

Cultural fl:rninism oll.:11 phKes th.: !"Olli (lfw11111en ·s oppression in nature. usuall~ 
in biolo!!ical differences. \\"hen it accounts liir socialisation it is in a mechanical 
wa} that is but a rebranding nf this biological dc·t<:rrnini sm. Thi s belie'!. dl1es nnl 
ha1·c a historical materialist basis. as /\n uradha lihand~ ckmonstrates: 

'For in all the thousand,· o/ \'t>cu·,· rhut fJ(!op/1..1 lil«:cl in the! fir \'/ '\toge.,· 0 (!11111u 111 

exisrence 1ro111e11 ll"ere not subordinated ro men. In facr her reproductive role 
ll"as celebrated and g il·en importance because rhe survil'al of the species and rhe 
g roup depended 011 reprod11c1io11. The imporrance gil'en to jerrility and rhejerril­
iry rituals s un"il"ing in most tribal socieries are resrimony of this fact. lv/arxism 
1111derswnds rhar some material condirions had 10 arise due ro u-!1ich the position 
of 1ro111e11 changed and she 1ras s 11bordi11ared. · J•6J 

Beginning with the tenet of essential natural di fferences between men and wom­
en.-cultural feminism quickly degenerated from struggling against patriarchy. ln 
glorifv ing women·s nature. a bourgeois ideal. it comes to glorifv women·s sub­
Jugati'on.-Ghandy says cultural fe~inism ·opposed the ide;; ofu:omen becoming 
a miliramforce because they emphasise the 11011-\·iolem nature of rhe j emale ·. P-I 
This is how the imperialists \'iew women so it comes as no surprise that it finds 
its roots among petit bourgeois academics in the imperial core. Today it mani­
fests in the so called ·gender critical" movement. propagating anti-trans chau\·in­
isrn. In Ireland such groups include Radicailin. the natural women ·s council. The 
Countess. Often astroturfed by similar British organisations but with dispropor­
tionate presence in the media class. collaboration with fascist groups like the 
National Pan y and Iri sh Freedom Pany should dispel any notion they belie\"e in 
women· s emancipation. By ·biological males· they mean not chau\·inist men but 
a call to violence against trans women. Their rhetoric against trans men also 
reveals plain misogyny. depicted these as ·Jinle girls· who can"t be trusted with 
autonomy. Growing segments of this movement veer towards opposing abonion 
rights and there is a pipeline 10 fascism. It is mainly comprised of the most reac­
tional)· elements of the petit bourgeois and the lumpen. 

When they deploy the ·what is a woman?" as a trick question. it is because they 
can ·t imagine an answer which doesn "t naturalise th.: oppression of women. To 
this question. proletarian feminists can simply answer ·woman [. .. } is a social 
producr and her rrc111~formario11 demands rite tran~formarion of society·. The 
liberals and postmodemists are correct when they say gender is a social con­
struct. Where they go wrong however is in placing language and appearances as 
cause rather than as symptoms of the ideological oppression of women. 

There are attempts to smuggle cultural fem inism into the International Com­
munist Movement through pretensions of "dialectical materialism·. They declare 
biology the material basis of women ·s oppression rather than propert~ relations. 
This is re\"isionism. rejecting Engel"s thesis. What they are doing is mechanical 
materialism. The PCP wrote that mechanical materialism was "incapable of 
1111clersrandi11g the historical social character of the !11111wn heing as a trans­
.former o/" realiry · l'• I Making biology the crux of women ·s oppression denies the 
possibility of em:mcipation. of the power 10 1ransfom1 sociel~. Some go as far as 
to present this as ·proletarian feminism· but it is in reality cultural feminist and 
anti-Marxist. 

Mao wrote ·col//radicrion is present in rhe process ofdei·e/opmenl a/all things: 
it permeates rite process o/" de1·e/op111e11r of each rhing _/i-om heginni11g lo end · l·'''i 
- dialectics leads us not to take biolo2s not as a static thin!!. but dri\·en bi the 
un iversal law of contradiction. Lenin h~id the vie11 ·all ha1111daries in 11at11r~ and 
sociery are com·el//ional ancl mohile · 1501 Whi le biological sex is not what pro­
duces patriarchy. it remains necessar: to point out that it too exists on a continu­
um. This is proven by intersex conditions. endocrine cond itions. th ings like binh 
control and hormone replacement therapy which consciously imen,.ene in the 
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biological process. To talk of 'immutable' biological sex is to deny the law of 
contradiction in a ll things. 

Alongside the fallacy of false materialism these revisionists also claim that the 
masses do not understand that they are fundamentally misogynistic. This is 
nothing but tailism. To assume the masses to be reactionary and facil itate bour­
geois attempts to divide them is counter-revolutionary. These fools distort the 
Marxist position on women 's emancipation. Cultural femin ism represents the 
reactionary white line on the women's question and it has no place in the ICM. 

Conc lusion: Proletarian Feminis m and Two-Line Struggle 

Declaring omen 's emancipation from patriarchy can on ly come with the defeat 
of capital ism-imperialism is not calling for women to wait. Rather it is a call for 
further action. The taking of politica l power demands rigorous two-line struggle . 
In a previous issue of An Ghrian Dhearg, Parvati of the CPN ' s observation of 
the high consciousness of women militants was linked to the staunch opposition 
of Cumann na mBan to partition: 

'[Rjevolwionary co1111111111is1 women have always been 011 1he offensive when 
!hey are j igh1ing againsl 1he revisionisls .. . painfully aware 1ha1 revisionism 
breeds bureaucra1i=ation. which in furn strengthens patriarchal values. ulti­
mately nega1ing women i11 politics. · 1511 

Both right opportunis t lines and .. left" opportunist lines strengthen patriarchal 
values. in each case where women ·s struggles become negated by fai lure of 
mass line. This is not to say women are incapable of opportunism. See 
Markiviecz·s capitulation behind De Valera' s Fianna Fai l, the Cumann na 
Saoirse split or Parvati herself succum bing to reformism. But in the unity of 
revolutionary women, we see steadfast opposition to opportunism. Study of the 
Ladies· Land League. lnghinidhe na hEireann and Cumann na mBan fu rther 
proves thi s. When the rul ing c lass cannot convert revolutionary female leaders to 
opportunism it annihi lates them as with the brutal extra-judicia l executions of 
Edith Lagos, Mairead Farrel l or Miriam Daly . It is a rare sight to see proletarian 
women at the negotiating table where the people are sold out. Chairman Pra­
chanda also of the CPN wrote (iron ically the counter-revolution coming from 
himself): 

'The sacrifice and co111111it111e/I/ sho wn by !he Nepalese working 1ro111en during 
the ten years of g reat People's War has compelled !he Party lo arrive at nell' 
symheses whereby 11'0111en 's leadership needs 10 he de1·e/op ed no! 011~1· to com­
plete revolwio11 hi// also to preve/I/ co1111ler-rew1/111io11 in near f uture. · 15:1 

Marxism-Leninism-Maoism understands internal contradiction to be the princi­
pal fo rce of movement rather than externa l cond itions. How these contradict ions 
are hand led will determine po litical line on the whole as Mao explains: 

·111 battle. one army is 1·ictorio 11s and the Olher is defeated. both the vic forl' a11d 
the dejeat are determined by i11temal causes [ ... / /11 China i11 1917. tire defeat of 
the proletariat by tire big bo urgeoisie came about through tire opportu11is111 then 
/0 he jou11d 11·ithi11 tire Clri11ese proletariat itself' (inside the Chinese Co111111rmi.1·1 
Parn'). Wiren 11·e liquidated this opport111ris111, tire Clrinese re1·0/l//ion resumed its 
advance[ ... ] Tlrm it can he seen tlrat to lead the revolwio11 to 1·ictorv. a political 
p arty must depend on the correcm ess o/'its 01rn p olitical line {//Id tire solidify of 
i ts ou·n or~a11i=atio11. · 1s;1 

Principal I~ the.: contradiction is between the revo lutionary line and the revision is t 
line. the gender contradiction de lineating from. but firmly rooted in. that two­
line s truggle. Proletarian feminism must be united with the revo lutionary red 
line. the struggle against revisionism hand in hand with that against patriarc hal 
ideology. Ir sociali sts are to lead class s truggle. patriarchal chauvinism cannot 
fester among their ranks. This necessitates ongoing criticism and self-criticism. 
Arundhati Roy interviewed female Naxal mil itants. discussing th is internal 
stn1ggle: 

'Rupi (Ille/ Maase [ .. . /tell me ahout the /011f!. years '!(struggle 0(1ro111e11 11·itlrin 
tire Party. 1101 j ust for the ir rights. h111 also w make tire P(l/'fy see tlr(lf equality 
he1wee11 men und women is central 10 a drea111 o/' a j ust WJciety. Hie talk a hout 
the '70s and 1/Je stories o_( u·o11u!11 u·ithin the Nuxa/ite mo,·eme111 u·ho n·ere disil­
l11sio11ed hy male t ·11mmdes \\'fro thoug lrt tlre 111seli·e.1· greal revolutionaries hut 
11·ere lrohbled hv tire Ill/Ile old patriarclry. tire \'Wiii! old clwuvi11ism. Maase says 
things ha l'e changed a lot 1·i11ce tlre11. thouf!.h 1/re.1· still have a war to go. · l'·'i 

Failure can turn the gender contradiction antagonistic. alienate wo men militants 
and damage.: proletarian unity. rl1c degree o f women· s in volvement depends on 
cs tablishmg the rnrrcct po litical line. J\nuradha Ghandy recognised ' 1r/1ere1•er 
tire party i1· W1Jrki11f! 1yvtema ticallr. ""'can see tlrat the p articipatio11 of women 
1·1 . more i11 all p11li1icul activities and 1110\'e111e1u.,· '. Wornen ·s dcvdopment as 
rn lillanl\ and kader~ in the class Stl'U!!LdC has to be rulh n:ali st::d. Proletarian 
fcm ini~ t organ'> and mas., organisation~';;an serve thi s cru.c ial task. Lenin spoke 
on lhi'> point in an inten ic" " ith C lara ! etkin : 

\ 'e1·er1/reles1. 11·e 11111st not close t1 11r e re.1 to 1/re /act tlral tire Panr must hm •e 
hfJc/il!\. H'or kinJ,: l!.l'Ollp ..... cu111mH .\lu 11s. t·~m1mi11ees. h11rea11s nr u 1'1a t~1·er you like. 
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whose par1icular dwy ii is 10 arouse the masses of ll'O/lle11 workers. lo bring 
rhem imo co11/act with the Pany . and to keep !hem under Its influence. Thal. of 
course. involves systematic work among them. We must trai11 those whom ll'e 
arouse and win. and equip tlrem f or the prole/aria11 class St/'/lggle 1111der 1/re 
leadership of the Co111r111111is1 Party . ' 1ss1 

An example of this can be found in the Krantikari Adivasi Mahi la Sangathan 
founded by CPI (Maoist), the largest fem inist organisation in India w ith 90,000+ 
members despite its being banned. It works on issues like forced marriage. po­
lygyny, domestic violence, abduction. police brutal ity and in combatting patriar­
chal ideology. Th is work. fo llowing on from Anuradha Ghandy ' s development 
of a proletarian feminist line, contributes to the huge nwnber o f women m ilitants 
in the Indian Maoist cause today. For the PCP. the MFP was crucial to building 
the struggle from the beginning despite naysayers as the book ' When Women 
Rebel: Rise of Popular Feminism in Peru · recounts : 

'The se11derislas picked up on the ideas of 1\ifariategui and orga11i=ed a lvlo­
vi111ie1110 Fe111en i110 Popular. They bega11 working a111011g miner's wives to help 
establish co/I age i11dus1ries so 1/ra1 women could improve the co11ditio11s of t/1eir 
lives i11 r/1e 111i11i11g !owns. Tirey emphasi=ed the problems ll'Omen faced because 
of economic dependence on 111e11. Members of the 111ove111e11t engaged i11 public 
debates challeng ing other i'v!aoists who i11sis1ed that the "wo111a11 ques1io11" did 
not merit the al/e11tio11 the se11derislas were giving it. As early as 1973. the 
se11deristas pub/is /red a program 011 women's righls. ' 1s6J 

The time is past for a rupture in the Irish women's movement. 'Ni Saoirse go 
Saoirse na mBan· can no longer be an empty p latitude. It s ignifies the pri nci ple 
of never re lenting unti l everyone is free, in opposition to all forms of gender 
oppression. class oppression, and national oppression: The crimes_ o f imperialism 
a re not to be left as a footnote: no redre.ss scheme wi ll make up lor the bnuali ty 
inflicted on Irish women . O nly by teanng down the b lood-stained wa lls of the 
reactionary old state will justice be served. north and south. colonial and sem i­
colonial. Like Anu radha Ghandy declared. '!he s//'/lggle .fiJr ll'Ome11 's liberation 
ca111101 be succes.1jiil i11 iso/a1io11 j i'Ol11 tire slruggle to overthro1r rhe imperialist 
.1:vs1em irself" 1571. 

Unleash the fury o f women 1 Ni saoirse go saoi rse na mban! 
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Peadar O'Oonnell '"" amon;:\ the mos t clear­
sinhted o f lrel:1111.l's revoluliona r~ leade rs. 
·p;rticularly in the ~cars followin;:\ t he 1922 
counlcr-revolution. H ailing from Donegal, he rose 
to prominence durino the Tan \ Var. leading one 
of the IR,\'s fi rst atta~ks on a n RIC barracks with 
a raid in M onaghan, anti becoming commandant 
of the 2nd brigade of the Northern Divis ion. From 
this period O'Donnell was a committed s ocialis.t. 
He understood that :111 independent dem ocratic 
republic cou ld o nly be bu~lt. an~ maintained '~·.ith 
the mass support and part1c1pat1o n o f the. working 
people. He was attuned to t~1c cond1t1~ns and 
needs of the rural poor , seemg the failure 10 
mobilise chis key section of Ir ish socie~· as the 
major failing of the republican moveme nt: 

· 11 rouses a rag.: againsc che leadership. which shuc 
out th is wealth o f revolutionary feding and thought 
from the nacional figh1. Had the rural masses been 
re leased in the m idst of the Tan struggle: had ranches 
been handed over and landlordism smashed. the 
basis mobilised to force the Treaty o f ·22 would have 
been. instead. an impregnable fortress for the d.:fenec 
of the Republic." 

Instead the national leadership sought ·to hold the 
land strul!l!ie in check · . discouraging and even 
repressing-the widespread agra~i:m agitation. ll1ey. 
tried their best to force the mul11-faeetcd struggle of 
the Irish people into the narrow bounds o f a ·pure". 
"clean' nationalist move111en1. O'Do nnell attempted to 
s ubvert such decis ions by the D:iil courts in Ulster. 

The powerful wave of labour militancy was likewise 
kfl Jarl!ci y untapped. this tendency being promoted 
bv a retormist Labour leadership who "did not want a 
ciear stance on 1hc national movement in the interest 
of ·un itv".' Recogn is ing the revolutionary impo rtance 
of the ~vorkers movement. o·oonncll led a labour 
stn1ggle kno"n as the . Monaghan Soviet. . an 
occupation o f an asyl um. with the wo rkers struggling 
for better conditions. 

\Vhcn the national forces split O\ er the Treat~. 
O"Donnell unhesitat ing!~ sid.:d \\ith the Republic. A 
student of Connoll~ and \ la rx. such tr.:achery h~ the 
middk dasses was li llle surprise to h im. I tis shock 
came "ith the abdication of the Labour mo,.:ment 
from taking on a leading role in dclence of the 
Republic : 

... the real /ig./u wonlcl hc1gi11 u·he11 the middle doss 
tri..-tl 111 du<"k o/ the rt'puhlicw1 <trnggle 1111 t..'rlll' that 
would \Ull tii.:111. hut ht'tr•!•· t/Je rernl111 11111. fl"lit'11 tlrat 
time came. the lahour ouH·eml!lll 1ro11/d ht! tltl! 
poi111 o/ rally for rile 111dt!pt1mle11t:c! 11un·eme111 in its 
,vc:n11d hour of t.,.,,,.,,, I 11t_• \'t!I' douhtl!tl /or a 
111011u!lll hut ii " '" ·' 0 11 H'clfch u·uiting 11., turn. and that 
all of"·' H'lto "e111 olll from it. and held co1m11a11tls in 
the IRA . 1rn11/d one den· re,·1 ouro;e/n:.' on it It would 
ha\'f.' hee11 hlosphenn to ,·uggc:1s1 that Jllt.'11 like! 
() '/Jrien and l·oran u 011/cl tfe,err 1/1t• 111cl1!/Jt.'llcle11t't' 
mo,·e111e11f 111 th,• H"Okl' of the frt'tl<'ht:rott., 1111clcllc.1 

elms.' 

Imprisoned aflcr the British~backed assa~lt on the Four 
Courts. in June 1922. upo n lus release. 0 Donnell sought 
to find a new way forward for th.: republican movement 
followi ng the catastrophe lcfl. in the wake of the counter­
revolution. By what means this could be ach ieved was yet 
to be seen but the basic principle was shared b~ his 
c~ccuted comrade Liam Mellows. that the republican 
movement must embrace the masses and be rooted in 
their struggles: 

·11re stuhbom sple11dour of tire big 111ass of tire peoplt! 
111us1 he i11mfred iu tire wctics of tire Re»ol11tio11: tlris 
lrert.'S\' of tire cult of ar111ed 111e11 tlrat brouglrt Collins IO 
lmpe;·iahsm und us ro defeot m11st he o\·ercome. · 

In 1926 an issu.: e merged which O"Donncll saw as 
capable o f re-developing the people ·s forces for the 
republican struggle. Land annuity payments to London. 
owed since the purchase of land under the Land Acts. 
remained outstandin!!.. Farrn.:rs wen~ being threatened 
with e viction. cattle -seizures and imprisonment if their 
arrears. built up since at leas t 19 19. were. not .paid. 
O"Donncll recol!nised th.: imm.:nsc potcnllal o f th is 
stru22le when frtrrners in Don.:gal approach.:d him with 
thci~plight: 

·Here was 11·/rat Lalor siglred for : a tax directly pa_rnhle 
10 Britai11: a /Ox demid of wry 1'1!Stige of moral sw1ctio11. 
Refuse this /<ff. /Jaw the people take their stand 011 tlrat 
r.:.fusal. am/ you faced the! go,·enmu!'ll with a challe'~~e it 
could 1101 refuse a11d a/ig../11 it coult! 1101 'rin Repuhltl'llllS 
could roast tire Trea11· i11 tlrl! firl! from this ki11dli11g. . .. 
This skir111islr ire 1 rer~ co11d11cti11g could l11ml imo o land 
war which could resrvn! the i11clepe11de11ce ntCJ\'t'me1u thllt 
tire Treaty /rad \\'reck..-tl. · 

Soon the strt11!gle spread across the Free State. 
particular!~ across other pans of the West sud1 as Clare 
and Galway. A secmin~I~ minor 1ssu~ had. ~v11h1n ". fc" 
years. become a kc' nat1onal 1ssue. \\1th the 111tcmat1onal 
~conomic crisis or" 1929 broader la~ ers were dram1 into 
the struggle against this feudal hangover: Unfortunate!~ . 
despite O"Donnell"s efforts. the r.:puhlican mO\cnwnt 
failed to take up this struggle: 

"the IRA must.. . mak.: its \\a~ into \ital association \\ith 
the peopk b) gi ' ing itself a role in struggles on com:r~te 
issues. which would alone could expos e the 1 11 1 e~ests "•.th 
"hich the Treat~ corrcsponckd and cr.:atc the fore.:~ tor 
their O\crthro\\ .... Fenian lrdand. the Ireland of the 
poor. came to the wr~ ck1orstcp o f a struggle for p<1wer 
t\\ice in ten \Cars: in 1922 and again in 19.' I. In each 
case it failed -t,1 achi.:'.: a l.:adership tn ct1rrcspond "ith 
its nc.:ds a nd \\:IS dri' en had. in conli1sinn. · 

O"Donndl sa" the land strnggle as lh« principal 
contradiction during this pcri,id and he ""' him the 
republican forces ·could lion· p111 its..!/ at 1'1,·_lreacl o'.1!•" 
whole repu/l/i,·tm mor,•mt>nt. pusl1111g. fWSI l·uuma /·at!. 
/)(' 1 ·a/era """ all. to reach thl' fl}/<) /'"·''""" at O lli.' 

,·tricle. /n· re/eosing, 11' memhen 11110 the lc1ml ,1m1111t\ 

agitation. · In 1932 he \\Tote: 

'Tire 1lri1111i11f! dow11 of rural life and the organised 
dependence 0 11 tire British. of what persists. \\'GS tire 
economic orga11isi11g/or our national e11slcn·eme111. It 
is tire 11atio11al issue rlrat is in tire forefro11t in 
breaking do\\'11 that depe11de11ce. · 

The mass potential of the land strug~le. was 
recognised by Fianna Fail. the r.ecent const1tut1onal­
nationalist split from the republican movement. and 
thev promised to resolve the issue when in power. 
lnsiead of a resur2ence of the republican movement. 
the land annuity struggle saw another gang of 
political opponunists rise to power ~n the. b~cks of 
the people and modify the forms of 1mpenahst rule 
in Ireland in order 10 dupe the masses. The. former 
Free State Minister for Agriculture jeered Eamonn 
De Valera for buying off tire co111~111111 is1~ 1v!10 
carried /rim 10 office. · The ·economic war wllh 
Britain broke out over the issue. with the masses 
patriotically sho uldering the burden. But the 
necessarv agrarian revolution was by no means 
carried out. -

In 1931 Saor Eire was founded by the republican 
movement at O"Donnell"s initiative to organise such 
social s1ru21?.les and to put forward a radical 
republican p'rogramme to the masses: However it 
was mainly conceived of as a concession to the_ ~eft 
and the movement offered little support. B~ 19JJ ll 
was dissol,ed. O"Donnell was the editor of An 
Plroblac/11 during these key years. pro,·iding a cl~s 
anahsis of the people's struggles and s upportmg 
nun{erous progressives movements. until a right­
winl! tum in the movement rendered this more 
difli°Cul1. 

Disillusioned with the fai lu re of the republican 
movement to seize this his toric moment. in 193~ 
alonl!side other le fl republicans O"Donnell split from 
the IR.-\ to fonn the Republican Congress. This was 
an al!cmpt to re-build the repu?lican . mo,·e~ent 
throuc.h orc.anisinl! the masses in their ordma~ 
struggles. and providing republican leadership 10. 
such stru22les. It soon enjo~ ed a number of 
s uccesses -across social and anti-fascis t struggles. 
including winning support among the northern 
Protestant workers~ The Congress unfortunate!~ split 
at its first com·ention. O"Donnell sided against the 
ullra-kft position that the Congress sh?uld become a 
socialist part~ to principall~ advocate tor socialism -
O"Donnell. alongside Frank R~ an and George 
Gilmore. recognised that republican objecti,es 
remained the ;,;tmcdiate need of the Irish people and 
these demands should be front and centre. and thus 
the Congress ought to remain a united fro nt based on 
radical republica-n principles. 

ln 1936 O"Donnell was a leading figure in promoting 
solidarit' \\ith the Spanish anti-fascist mo,cment. 
spending months in Spain at th<' height of the anti­
fascist re,olution. He \\as sympathetic to the 
anarchists but 'e~ critical of their hast~ land 
policies o f immediate collectivisation. He sa\\ the 
stru!!gle in Spain as essential!~ the same as the lnsh 
civif~\"ar in "hich he had pla~ed a leading part - the 
stni£?.!!lc of tht.: working m'L"scs against the big 
bou~~coisie and semi-f-..,udal forces: "/ e1111 1101 11Titi11g 
merc..~1· hc!caust! I lwppt!m.~cl to h11 111 the 
nt!iglri1our/Jood ,~/ Barce/011.a when tilt! figlt1i11g 
commt!lln'd hut ht:cause n/ the uproar whtl·h the.· 
flt!ll'S /i"om 5/'ll ill CClllSt.:'c/ Ill my 0\1'11 Cf~~ll~U:l'_H'h':rt..' II 
rt'kindli!d the.· tmtagonism o/ our O H'll ( 11·1' II ar 

In his later wars O"Donncll continued tn agitate on 
the land isSuc. disd3ining. 'tilt! pura~1·s111g u·l1isper 
that ,·inc ... • '\mall /armc.!I'\ ur..• property O ll'l1t.'r' 

.. ,·0 cur'1srs ·· ,·houlcl 1101 e111a11g!t.· r/11.•m.'1.'h'c.'' 111 011 

,1~itation 1111 that le1vl · I tis d~ r~:uni\.'_ \ i"inn llf tl~c..· 
Irish re' olution. a rcpuhlican u1111.:d lnint "'''tcd Ill 
the masSl!S :ind th~ir struggh..•s. is ,,f immcns~· 
imp\lfl ~lll(C to tl~t':-1~ 'till .;1rugg.ling at!:t inst 
imperialism and cap11alism 1,1d:1~ 
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Ulrike Meinhof was born in 193.i in Oldenburg, North Western G ermany. 
This was the year a fter Hitler bad taken powe r in Germa ny with a mix of 
elections, force and elite a ppointment. The Nazis had attai ned this power in 
the society Ulrike gr ew up in through the failure of the German communist 
movement. 

In the year of her birth. Genna n communists were the first group targeted for 
mass internment by the tens of thousands. and a whole concentration camp 
infrastrucrure was being built lo hold them. Ulrike was loo young lo know. bul 
this Gennan communist movement had to shift rapidly from its own attempt to 
sei ze s tate power from the Weimar Republic, to forming an underground 
resistance that would last until the end of the Nazi reg ime in 19-15. In many ways 
this Gennan communi st resistance in both its heroism and its tragedy wou ld be 
re nected in the experiences of the RAF 40 years later, as well as in Ulrike 
Meinhof s own political writings. 

Ulrike Mcinhof came from a middle class family. Her father was a museum 
historian and her mother was an art his torian and a teacher. Both her parents died 
when she was young however. Thus orpha ned herse lf. in her later career as a 
j ournal ist and then as a revolutionary Ulrike worked consistent ly with other 
young women institutiona lised through orphanage and other reasons. 

In uni versity she ''ent to s tudy philosophy and sociology. among other subjects. 
She was also invoh ed in student social ist politics. campaign ing against nuclear 
weapons in the 1950s. As one cou ld tell through her interviews and writings. she 
was very academica lly gifted. -

She came of age in the post- azi Gennany which had been defeated. then 
absorbed and regurgitated by US Imperialism. As she later wrote. West 
Gennan~ was both a colony of US Imperia li sm and a Nazi successor stale with 
fascists in many ways more deeply embedded and normali zed in the security 
apparatus and induSll)' than they had been under Hitler. 

After university she became a j ourna li st. She empath ized with young women 
who had been institutiona lised due lO class. poverty mental hea lth and other 
circumstances. Through her invest igative journal ism she exposed many of the 
scanda ls in these notorious institutes. st ill in famous in whatever place or fom1 
the~ exist. 

Her innovati'e approach was illust rated when she had the opponunity lo teach 
film stud ies for a vear in a Cicnnan uni versit' . Break in!! with old ideas. she 
brought in "borstal g irls" and other institutionalised people-lo wnrk with the film 
students. 

In 1970 \ he wrote the '>cripl lo a film called Bambulc (a n African drum sty le 
used as pri5on 5Jang to refer 10 banging on the bars 1 about incarcerated womcn"s 
resistance lo institutional abuse. In the week the film was due lo screen on 
German ldc\ i ~ ion. l llri kc wenl on the rnn as a revo lutiona~ . Just 5 )Cars later. 
l ' Jrikc and other re,olutionan women "ould fi nd th.:msch es in German pri son 
- abu '>ed. tonured and ultiniatch murdered. Iler film was fina lh '>hfl\\ n on 
C1crman tde\ i\ iun JO ~ear'> alier J;er death. • 

'ihe '>non gr<I\ itmed tn the inllm:nt ial German radical maga7inc Konk rct. rJ1i ~ 
had a t: im1lm ion of '.!50.00() week !) a lthough il was shared and passed a rou nd 
and lhereli1rc read I)\ mall\ more. and it> qualit) posters wen:: used as 
propaganda h~ the re' c;lutiom;~ youth. 

\.\ omen dealing ' ' ilh the ch au\ i ni~ t men of the 60s 7th New l...:ll ''er\: known to 
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use Ulrike's po litical slogans from Ulrike"s writing to defend their posi tions. 
Crystall izing Marxist analysis down imo simple slogans or demands in the hands 
of the proletariat is the task ofa socialist intellectual. and Ulrike fu lfi lled her role 
and served the people this way. 

She soon became the editor of the magazine and married the founder, with 
whom she had twin daughters. This man soon revealed h imself to be both an anti 
-communist revisionist and a chi ld rapist. using his magazine lO promote both of 
these counter-revolutionary pract ices amongst the Gennan radical left. This 
realisation hastened Ulrike's rupture with the legal lefl and her crossing into the 
realm of armed revolutionary s truggle. 

The year before she lefl Konkrel. she was writing articles 'against columnism'. 
which was a self-criticism of her own role as a peny bourgeois micro-celebrity 
column isl (similar lo social media influencers today). In one of her fina l anicles 
for the magazine . she exhorted readers that: "Protest is when I say this does not 
please me~ Resistance is when I ensure what does not please me occurs no 
more." 

She was soon puning theory into practice: Leaving Konkret she organ ised an 
occupation of their o ffi ces. and later with _ lhe RAF she an~ other fema le 
guerri llas freed her ch ildren from her paedophile ex-husband. Ulnke had a lready 
been part of the underground left support network, o ffering her apartment as a 
safe house for Andreas Baader and Gudrun Ensslin who were perforn1ing arson 
anacks on commercial and political targets. 

She had known inlelleclllally for a Jong lime the frustrat ing limits of the legal 
left. however at a certain point she wok the decision lo break from th is and cross 
the threshold into revolutionary s truggle. 

She and others created a darino p lan lo spring Andreas Baader from prison. They 
used Ulrike's professional jou~al is t creden_lials ~o organise an in~en1 iew under 
anned uua rd w ith the imprisoned Andreas tn a ltbrary. Once the interview was 
undenv~y. anned comrades broke into the library and liberated Andreas with all 
escaping. 

Over the next 2 years Ulrike participated in actions by the RAF suc_h as bank 
robberies and bombings. 111e RAF al the t1111~ (there were ulttmately 3 
generations of the group persistin9_fro111 197 1 unul the 1990s) consisted of 8 
autonomous un its spread across 6 cures. 

They had developed their mi.litary capacity from plaming simp le homemade 
incendiary devices. to purchasing weapons fron~ loca ~ crrm rnals. to travelling to 
Jordan to get military training from Palcslr nran l1beral1on figh ters. 

They recruited mostly_ from the ~ounler~ultura l movement. ~nd from left ist 
slUdents. Jn Gennan c1l1es ltke Berlin. mu_lt1ple urba~ commun1ttes developed in 
the 60s and 70s which fac ilitated music and an1suc expression as well as 
liberated schooling and squancd living arrangements. 

Pel il bourgeois sllldems and radicals (including so~ne ~fthe RAF's own lawyers) 
were given a pathway to JOlll an anncd str:igg~e wtlh either the RAF or the more 
anarchist-leaning June 2 Movement (which tlself evenlllally merged with lhe 
RAF). However there were also RAF volunteers from working class a nd 
declassed backgrounds who came via the borsta ls and inst itutions which Ulrike 
developed links wi th. 

One interesting group in this mix was the Soc ialist Patients Co llective which had 
been started by a universil) professor working al a psychiatric hospital. Tii is 
collect ive itself became a multi-generat ional rad ical project where su fferers of 
menta l illness understood their situation in tern1s of capita lism. Multiple RAF 
members j oined from the Socialist Patients Collective. 

The autonomous RAF units were sustained by an underground of the radical Jc ft 
and counlercultural movement which provided them an in frastructure and sa fe ­
houses. RAF vo lunteers preference for commandeeri ng high-end sports cars for 
revolut ionary purposes soon led lO the ironic renaming of BMW 10 "Baader­
Meinhoff Wagons'! 

Remarkabl\. whilst engaging in these acti,ities. Ulrike was also active in line 
s trul!u ie wfth multiple factions of the Gennan radical left. During one 'teach-in' 
tesl~~1 l in 1972 she record.:d an audio response lo the critic i~m bv various 
"Maoist' (although b) the end of th.: decad.: man) o f th.:sc supposed Maoists 
would ha' e dropped the ideology and migrated to form the right win!! of the 
Green pany ) g roups that the RA F's act ions were advcnt uris t and were a!Tenatin!! 
worker,. Irish Republ icans ''i ll recognise the same criticism was being Je, elkd 
al the same time b~ British socia lists and their Irish subsidiaries against-the IRA. 

Ulri ke engaged in com radely line s truggle against suc h (iem1an communist 
groups. chastising them for th.:ir llightism. \\ h ilc criticising other 5ect ions of the 
Jl!fi such as the 'sponwn..:ous' anarchists and auwnomisls for other reasons. 
1 lowever she and the RA J" were a ble lo consistent I ~ build practical coopt'ra tion 
'' ith these ~arious fact ions despite idt'ological differences and debate. 

'The Urban Guerrilla Concept' and 'S.:n c.: th.: P.:opk ' wert' the two main 
id.:ologica l works publ ished in thi -; lime. with l IJri ke Meinhof as the primary 



theoris t. 

The underground which sustained the RAF members could sometimes be their 
undoing. <?ne day in 19T2 a Gern1an trade unionist who had been offering his 
Oat to U lrike and a Comrade as. a safe-house decided he didn't want to help the 
RAF anymore and turned them 111 to the police. Andreas Baader and others were 
~a~t~red .. a few ~·cars later by " '.ay of a police in forn1ant (who posed as a 
m 1l11ant supplymg the group w11h defective bombs and the subculture with 

potent narcotics ). 

Once captured. the state made a severe effort was made to break the will of the 
RAF leadership. All political prisoners were held in isolation. Ulrike was moved 
to th~ 'd~ad wing' of Stammheim prison and kept in social isolation with sensory 
dcprivauon/overlo~d (no sound was all~wed into her cell but artificial lights 
were kept on conunuously). State psychiatrists attempted to have her labelled 
i!1sane. S.l~e described her conditions in p~etry : "Ears buzzing. Waking up. one 
feels as 11 one has been beaten. The feeling, one moves in s low motion. The 
feeling. find ing yourself in a vacuum. as if you ' re encased in lead. Afterwards: 
Shock. As i f an iron plate had fa llen on your head." 

In Ireland at this same time. British imperialism was test ing out s imilar sensory 
deprivation and stress positions on internees - known as the 'hooded men'. Both 
of these cases were taken to the European Court o f Human Ri!!lns 
simulla.neously: US impcrial~sm meanwhile was putting its political prisoriers/ 
PO\Vs mto their _fi rst years ot solitary confinement (which they would remain in 
for 30. 40 and , o ... years later) as well as beginning to ro ll out SHU Secure 
Housing Un.its mass .solitary confine?lent for i ts mass incarcerated prisoners. 
ll1e~e .e~pern~1ents with new fonns of tort.ure would soon be fully implemented 
o n facrlrues lrke Guantanamo Bay. occupied Cuba and in US vassal s tates like 
T urkey with their F-Type prisons. 

Despite these cond itions. Ulrike and the other RAF leaders managed to wr ite 
a nother substant ia l theoretica l publication from prison. In thl!ir response to the 
Black . September attack at the Munich Olympics. they took the opportunity to 
use thrs as a JUmp off po1~t to expa~1d on the g lobal strategy of imperialism and 
engage with th.: subject ot the work mg c lass in the tirst world. This is sti ll bei ng 
debated by communists 50 years later. 

The ~AF prisoner~ organised res.istance to th.: prison reg ime. Thi s ultimately 
cuh11111atc~ 1n ro ll 1ni; hunger s!n kes by the .JO German communist polit ical 
pnsoners for most o t the year ot 1974. The prison reg ime responded with bruta l 
forced tt:eding. Th.:y a lternated this with denying water to the prisoners in the 
middle o f their hunger s trikt:s. 

One RAF prisoner. He lger tvleins who in 197.J died on hunger strike described 
the process as follows: "A red stomach pipe (not a tube)- is used. about the 
thickness o f a middle . finger ... ·111e s lightest irritation when the pipe is 
introduced causes ga~g111g .and nausea and the cramping of the chest and 
stomach muscles. setting o il a cha111 reaction o f extremd v intense con\'ulsions 
th roughout the bod). causing one to buck against the pipe . . ·." 

A nother RA F prison.:r put it this way : "I was force-fed ever.· da' fo r a month. 
Each time was lik.: a rape. Each t ime. I felt totally humiliated and ch:stroyed:· 

During that s~me ~·ear oI." 197~ in Bri.tish prisons Irish Republic:111 prisoners were 
on hunger stnke tor their poltucal n ghts. wuh one of them beinu kilkd bv the 
violent force feeding by British prison authorit ies. - · 

Forced feeding had also b.:en used by the British Imperialis ts in response to the 
prison hunger strikes by both Su ffragettes and Irish Republicans in the 1920s. 
Forced feeding is used by the US imperialis ts in Guantanamo bav todav since its 
installati on. · · 

On the outside a large so lidarity campaign with the prisoners grew. "Red Aid 
Committees" \\ ith support from the \\·ider len and trades unions ga,e the RAF 
the largest mass support the~ had enjoyed so far and forced the prfSo n reuime to 
make concession~ to the prisoners. -

Internationa l solidarit) links between RAF and BLA polit ical prisoner 
cam paigns \\ere sahntaged h) the \\ ork ings o f a prominent German "Cultura l 
Maro:ist" professor \\ ho had p<>Sitioned himsel f onto the Free Angela Dm·is 
Comm itt.:e hut foiled an) att.:mpts to link Black Libt:ration Mo' eme71l " ith the 
(icm1an n:\\1lutionari.:s. Such .:elehrit) "Cultural i'vlarxists" hold sim ilar 
prominent position~ on the "lell" toda) . 

After 4 )Car~ in pri~1111 a nd ha' ing foi led l<l break l llrike Meinhof or ain other 
R/\ F kader5· ~p irit s. the pri son authorit ies resorted to political assassinati,m. On 
Ma) 9 1976. the 3 1 ~t anni ,ersan 11f the tirst da' of the ,111ic ial end of the Jrd 
Reich. the ( iennan prisl>n a utlh>t:it ies announced. that l !Jrike Meinhnf had been 
found dead hang ing in her cell. rill' authorit ies \\ asted 1H1 time in destrcl\ inu 
e' ick nce of her d.:ath. rl1.: pris1111 .:ell was sterilised and repaimed. I kr mu:>ps; 
\\ as perlc>nn ed h~ a former SS doct11r \\ h" remm ed h.:r brain and tonl- a mask of 
her . face ti1r hi ' o wn p1:i,at.: ..:nlk..:tilln. An ind.:pendent i nqui r~ ..:on.:ludcd that 
l llnke " a' ' tra ngkd alt.:r being raped and h.:r b\ld~ hung a llcn,ard:< t1> <.:(>\ er it 

up. The state detennined it was suicide. 

Out on the street. protests and actions were increasing on behalf of the prisoners. 
ll1e RAF - and other groups internat ionally in solidarirv such as the PFLP - took 
hostages in order to t ry to free the remaining RAF p~isoners. A year later the 
Gern1an state had 3 more of the I st generat ion RAF leadership murdered in 
prison with one more sur.•iving her wounds. again declaring it a "suicide pact". 

These assassinations were anempts to s ilence Ulrike and the other RAF 
pio~eers. ~ut they !ailed. A second-generat ion unit of the RAF look up the name 
Ulrike MemhofBngade to c ontinue their act ions. U lrike's writing. decades on. is 
starting to be collected and made avai I able to read in other languages. There 
have been films and plays and a great many songs written abo'lit her. half a 
century after her death. 

What are some of the lessons we can take from Ulrike Meinhot's life? What are 
some useful questions? 

Firstly anyone - even a middle class person in an imperialist country - can take 
s teps !?wards becon~ing a revolutional)'. .. from joining s tudent radical groups. to 
becommg a legal 111nuencer for pohucal causes. to activelv assis ting the 
revolutionary underground. to fonn ing and leading guerrilla celis. Even a s mall 
petty bourgeois mass base can sustain a guerri lla movement. Such a guerrilla 
movement. even without deep and wide links to the local masses ca;; inflict 
wildly disproportionate damage upon an Imperialist state. illustrated bv the 
150.000 police panicipating in the manhunt for Ulrike and some dozen of her 
Comrades. 

TI1e fa ilure to break through to a wide a nd deep mass base bv the RAF in the 
1970s is probably comparable to the fa ilure by the Gennan Communist part} to 
kad mass popular revolts against the Nazi regi me in the 30s and 40s. The 
consequences o f fa iling to seize power when in a much s tronger position in the 
10s and early 30s. is ins tructive. -

TI1e ~F were to prove more durabk and effecti ve than comparable urban 
guemlla movements such as the Weather Underground or Black Liberation 
Arn1y operating in the imperialist USA. but less so than the Provisional IRA 
which was able to generate mass support. liberate territory and deve lop its own 
deep revolutionary infras tructure. but wh ich itself was ultima tel' not as durabk 
or effecti ve as the Nationa l Liberat ion Front in Vietnam - io choose some 
examples from many. Is it possible to map these rernlutionary experiments in 
order to see which ones ach ieved cenain qualitative leaps o f developments'.' 

In the 60s to the 80s all across the Imperialist Metropole and the sem i-peripher: 
there were focoist guerri lla groups comparable to the RAF. \Vhat are some of the 
ways these groups operated and evol,ed and can or should the' be integrated 
into the 3 rernlutionary instruments o f a socialist 1110,·emeni? The Danish 
"Blekingegade Group". RAFs contemporar: Rernlutionar. Cells. Animal and 
Earth Liberation groups as " e ll as Nazi and Islamic Fascist coumer-gangs are 
some derivations on thi s template. - -

Ulrike was emblematic of a rich and' ibrant re,olutionar. moment man ite st imt 
globally. in her case in a powerful imperialist nation. Her ·lite stor: encompasses 
a variety of lessons we can learn from. which included ad,·ances. errors a nd 
nowl developments. ll1e imperia list s tate inno' ated and adapted its re aci ion::in 
repressive approach in response to the mO\ em.:nt she \\aS pat1 of. the core o f 
which remains today in an expanded fonn. 

Ulrike was integral in opening paths for pro fessiona l type s (she as a j ournalist 
and public inte llectual) as wel l as institutionali sed groups like the mentall) ill 
and orphans into becoming revolutionaries. Ho we, er the mcl\'emem Ulrike \\as 
part of n.:ver succeedc:d in building a suppo11 base in the: Genn an \\Ork in\!. c lass 
itselt: As a result it was no:' er more than an irritant for the German imp~rialis t 
stat.:. rathc:r than challengi ng for power as the communist part) had done: there 
50 years prior. 

Related to the failure to build a \\Orking .:lass bas.: and challenge for power '"b 
the issue of ideological cckcti.:ism \\ ithin I 'trike and hl'r mo' .:111.:111. The· RAr 
\\as a derhation t;om the Gennan student 1110,em.:nt from the 60s rath.:r than 
from a communist pan) . Hence the) started from a loose id.:ologi.:al base. c ln 
top o f th is Ulrike and her comrades \\Cre of pelt) bourgeois background and had 
interl'sts rdlecti ng th is. e\emplitiecl h) the ps)choanal) t i..: th<.:or) of the S<>..:ialis1 
Pat it:nts Colkcti\t:. 

B' .:ontrast the internationalist S<' lidarit' \\hieh l ' lril-.: and thc: R.-\r mani ksted 
iii support of .:auses like the Palestinian ·struggle \\ ere a gond t:C1.ampk of a ,;na il 
re,olut ionar~ 1mnement in a .:rit i.:al l<i<::1t ion pund1ing a b," e their \\O:ll!.ht in 
<l rder to deal pain ti1I bl1m s to imperialism \\hik gi ' ing inspiration ~' the· 
struggling pc:nples of the' "nrld. 

Th.: life ,,f l ilrike a nd her .:nmntdcs 1>f that era worldwide at the ir best. the·i r 
\\1>rst. their mwd and their standard practi ces pn" icle l(>r u' a r ich 'ein ,,r 
k ssnns that \\ e' .:an appl) and learn from in l>111· \\l>rh toda) 
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The la te 18th century saw a marked rise 
in aaitation for improved political rights, 
bett~r working conditions, opposition to 
s lavery, and the right for every adult to 
vote. T he American War and the French 
Revolution further provided inspira tion 
to r ebels in Ireland, and in Scotland there 
was a growing spirit of resentm.ent 
against an English-dominated estabhs.h­
ment in London which regularly dis­
missed and de rided Scottish aspirations 
and riahts, sometimes expressed in overt­
ly eth;ic language. Against this ba~kdrop 
emeraed the Scottish revolutionary, 
T ho;as M uir. A product of the Scottish 
Enlightenment , M uir was a leade r of 
Scotland 's 'The F riends of the People.' 
and its successor, the ' United Scotsmen,' 
and was also in his time, a member of the 
' United Irishmen'. 

Born in 1765. Muir"s upbringing was very 
much within the moral and socia l e thics o f 
·Auld Licht' Calvin ism. His family were 
fro m Kirkintilloch and he was an Elder of 
the Church of Scotland in the parish of Cad­
der. Expe lled from G lasgow University .for 
organising a petit ion against the sus pens ion 
of a professor. the lecturer John M iller. 
Britain"s fi rst sociologist and a republican. 
he lped him finish his studies at Edinburgh 

niversity. Recognised as a man of princi­
ple by o ther advocates who nicknamed him 
·The Chancellor· , he had a reputation as a 
lawye r \\i lli ng to appear in court on behalf 
of poor clients who could not afford the 
fees. He was also critica l o f a legal system 
that favoured the rich. 

In 1792. the London Association of the 
Friends o f the People, led by Scots Lo rds 
Lauderda le and Buchan enjoyed w ides pread 
initia l support from leading whigs through­
out Brita in. Jn June o f that year. the Scottish 
~oc io.:ti es . in pa rticular those in Glasgow. 
1-.di nburgh. Dundee and Perth began a corre­
~ponden ce \\ ith a vie\\ to establishing a 
<;c;ot t i ~h counterpart. B) the end o f June. a 
plan o f organ i ~ati on . principa lly drawn up 
In Muir and Wi lliam <;k irving es tablished 
t l~e <; c;ottish J\~soc iat io n o f th~ Friends of 
the People. se tt ing up branches ac ros!> ~cot ­
land . Whi le the J.ondon ~oc; iety was clcilbcr-
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ately exclusive, the Scottish c lubs ?ff~red membe~­
ship to a ll c lasses. It was around this ttme that ~luir 
began a correspondence with Archi~ald Ham1~ton 
Rowen, Dublin Secretary of the Society o f United 
Irishmen. 

Muir suggested a clear uniry of action fo r ~he 
Friends ~f the People, and in November, having 
been elected vice-president of the movement at the 
Edinburoh monthly meeting, called fo r .a General 
Convention of the Societies to be he ld in Decer~1-
ber An Address of Fraternity was sent by the Unit­
ed ·Irishmen, drawn up by Dr Wi ll i~m Drenn~n of 
Belfast that appealed to the republican ~nd ~nde­
pendent s pirit o f the Scottis~1 pe~ple . This chimed 
with Muir's sentiments. Having c 1 rcula~~d the letter 
to the de legates, many o?j~cted to the ~ntemperat.e 
and danoerous nationahsu c language. As Muir 
rose duri~g the fi rst sess ion to give the Address, he 
was o pposed by unionist e lements among the de le­
gates, led by Colonel William Dalrymple, Lord 
Daer and Richard Fowle r who. state? that the Ad­
dress conceived ' Treason or M1spn s10!1 of Treason 
against the Union with England.' ~h is attempt to 
s~ence the Address was o.verw~e.lmingly opposed, 
and a lthough rejected in tts origina l f? rm, • II was 
read out, Muir dec laring to the convenuon, We do 

l ot we cannot consider ourselves as mowed and 
I . , , F k 
melted down into another country. our wee s 
late r. in correspondence with Char~es Gr~y of the 
London Friends of the People, Muir admitted that 
·the Friends of liberty in Scotland . have. almost 
unanimouslr been enemies to the U111on ll'llh Eng­
land. Such ·is the f act. 1rhether the reason be good 
or bad. · 

Robert Dundas, the Lord Advoc.ate .fo r ~cotland ~t 
thi s t ime had initiated an invest1ga11on into Muir s 
movements and on the morn ing o f 2 January 1793. 
Muir was arrested on a charge o r sed i t io ~ and taken 
to Edinburgh. Refusing to answer. quest1?i

1
ns before 

the she riff. he was released on bat! . . In 8 J~nuary. 
whi le in France he met numerous 111nuent1a l per­
sonalities inc ludi ng Thomas Paine. When w~r 
broke out wi th France. Muir, fac ing diffi cul11 e.s . in 
return ing fo r his tria l. \\as pronounced a · fug111ve 
from j ustice' . The fo llowing March, he was struck 
from the registry of the Faculty of Advocates . 

At the end of June, Muir le ft Havre de Grace 
aboard a US s hip. The I lope of Boston. d i~embark­
ing in Belfast and making his way to Dublin, \\ here 

- - - --- - - - - - - -- - - --

he was sworn in as a member of the United 
Irishmen attending thei r meetings and d is­
cussino ~he political situation not j ust in 
Scotla~d but across both Britain and Ire land. 
Unrest was far greater in Ireland and would 
flare up at the end o f the decade: Th~ Unite? 
Irishmen were more clandest111e 111 their 
activities and more revolutionary than their 
Scottish counterpart. It was a few more 
years be fore they became openly ins.urrec­
tionary, seeking armed res 1stan~e. 1 f n.ot 
revolt. After spending a week w ith Hamil ­
ton Rowan at Rathcoffey, Muir returned to 
Scotland armed with a large amount of liter­
ature and lette rs to Scottish Republicans. 

Irish members o f the Scottish movement 
also pushed a more radical agenda a lthough 
it still had a pan-British element and was in 
decline. 

A spy was recruited to gather evidence on 
Muir that Jed to his a rrest fo r sed ition, and 
Muir was sentenced with four others to 
fourteen years transportation to Botany Bay. 
In August he declared , ·1 have devoted my­
self to the cause of the people. It is a good 
cause - it shall ultimately prevail - it shall 
finally triumph. · Muir and others we re in 
prison hulks by night and la~ouring on a 
chain gang along the banks o f the Thames 
by day, before eventually being shipped o ff 
to Botany Bay on 24 May 1794. The French 
Admiralty, on order of the Comite du Salut 
Public, sent out frigates to attempt a rescue, 
but they failed and Muir landed in Sydney 
on 25 October. Early in I 796, assisted by a 
French sailor, Mui r succeeded in arranging 
an escape aboard the American ship, the 
Otter, o f Boston, making the journey across 
the large ly uncharted Pacific Ocean to Van­
couver Island on June 22 1796. Aware o f a 
Bri tish sloop-of-war in the bay, Muir, fac ing 
execution as a fugitive from transportation, 
sa iled down the coast of Californ ia on a 
Spanish ship, the Sun ii. to the port o f Mon­
te ray, Cal ifornia. Under suspicion due to his 
revo lutionary ideology he was persuaded to 
make the difficult journey across the moun­
tains to Mexico City, whe re, under arrest by 
the Spanish authorities it was dec ided to 
ship him to Spa in, as a suspected spy. In 
October he was shi pped out to Havana. 
Cuba to await a convoy. 

Taken aboard the infa. the ship was at­
tacked on the way to Cad iz by a British 
warship. During the batt le Mui r was hit by 
the blast from a cannon ba ll that smashed 
his left cheek bone and serious ly damaged 
both eyes. Expected to die. the French gov­
ernment in tervened to persuade the Spanish 
to release Mu ir and he a rrived in Bordeaux 
in 1 ovember 1797, where he was ha iled as 
a ·H ero o f the French Republic '. Muir 
joined Thomas Paine in Paris. whe re they 
continued to strugg le . He had not however. 
recovered full y from his wounds and his 
health dete riorated. I le d ied in 1799. 

Short ly before his death Muir \\ aS to \Hite. 
·we have achieved a greul dll(r in 1hese 
crilical times . . ·l}ier the destruction C!( su 
mwff 1·ears. ire luwe heen the.first to re1fre 
the ~piri1 o( our co11mr1· und give ii a .\'a­
tional £.ris1ence · 



In the second half of the decade that was the 80s, the rural base areas 
of the Partido Communista del Peru (PCP) flourished in the valleys 
and plateaus of the Andean mountains and along the rivers as they 
descended to the jungle in the east and the Pacific coast to the west. 
Part or all of eight of the country's 2-t Departments (making up 
around a quarter to a third of the country's land mass), were under 
the PCP's control so that the military had been given a free-hand 
across Peru, 37 of the country's 170 provinces being run by them. In 
some areas however, the army had withdrawn to barracks, 
abandonino active patrols and 40 percent of consc ripts and 5 percent 
of the offic~rs sent to the "emergency zones" under military ru le were 
likely to desert. Importa nt roads linking the mountains I? the coas t 
were cut and in the provincial capitals, the party showed its strength 
through a series of armed st rikes. In Lima, strikes a nd demonstrations 
supporting the PC P were increasing a~d in ·~IC wake of_th~ PCP:s First 
Congress, C hairman Gonza lo gave an interview to El Drnno setting out 
the party's programme to the country and beyond. 

The Peoples Committees in the base areas that made up the developing 
New Democratic People"s Republic were increas ing and Chairman 
Gonzalo pointed out that these. "are the esse11ce of People 's War: ll'hich 
was bei11g foug ht i11 the city as ll'ell as the co111111-:i·side being pri11cipal. .. 
Gonzalo explained ... We are establishi11g 11e11· relatio11s of production. 011 
outstm 1di11g example of 11·hic/1 is the way 11·e can :v ow our land policy. 1rith 
collective work 0 11 the land. and the concrete reorga11isatio11 of social life. 
under a joint dictators hip. where for the first time the ll'Orkers. peasants 
and progressiw forces rule. " Gonzalo goes on. "Thiss.it11atio11 obliges 1'.s 
to take up the question of ho11· to prepare the city or C1lles to generalise !t. 
This has to do ll'ith our mass ll'ork. bw more 1rork in the com ext of a11d fo r 
the purpose of people 's war. We hm·e bee11 can-:i·i11g 0111 this ll'Ork all 
along: now we are begi1111i11g to develop it fitrther. We belie1·e that our 
work in the cities is indispensable and must be stepped up more a11d more. 
because it is in the cities that the proletariat is co11ce11trated a11d ll'e ca1111ot 
lea1·e it i11 the hands of re1·isio11is111 or opport1111is111 . .. 11 1 

"Our line has bee11 to take the ll'orki11g class districts a11d sha111y-toll'11s as 
the base of the proletariat as the leading force . .. he said. "and ll'e are 
co11ti1111i11g. to can:1· 0111 this line 1111der co11ditio11s of increased people's 
strength. Which masses should ire go to:' From 11'hat 1rns j ust said. it 
fo l/oil's that 11·e should tum the i111111e11se ll'o!·ki11g c lass distri~·~s (II/(/ 

s lw11t1 ·to 11·11s .. which surround Lima and other Clll t!S "11110 bl!lts o.f 1ro11 to 
e11clr;se and trap the reactio11arr forces . .. Gonzalo explains. "Our 11·ork is 
still developing within the sw ge of the stmtegic defensi1·e oj the 
revol11tio1wn · forces in rl!latio11 10 the e11e111y ... and guerrilla 11'(11:/are is 
still the pril,.cipalfor111 ofstrnggle. It has spread 1hro11gho1111he co111111:1·. i11 
the c ity as ire// as the co1111t1Tside. a11d ire are .fighting in almost all parts 
of the ' "n11111:1· .. l"I 

The centre of economic and political power. contain ing a third of Peru· s 
population. Lima was a crucial area for propaganda. sabotage. recruitment 
and the consolidation of a support network. Gonzalo himself. said of 
Lima, "As the capital. Lima alloll's for actions of great impact because 
they produce an immediate s harpening of contradictions in the heart of 
the reaction. .. [31 

The PCP committee for Lima was one of the most powerful regional 
committees. Known as the ·Metropolitan Committee·. it was set up before 
the initiation of the People's War. Divided into six sub-committees in 
charge of different zones. it was a lso responsible for intelligence gathering 
and the infiltration of ministries. left-wing parties, labour unions and the 
military. The committee used ·Action groups' that carried out bombings. 
arson, sabotage, graffiti. etc. and used ·spec ial squads' fo r assassinations 
and more technica l sabotage. 

Known among the masses as Tutapureq (night walkers), PC P fighters 
sabotaged the country"s energy and transport infrastructure as well as 
mines, factor ies, research stations, agricultural co-operatives and other 
commercial or product ion centres. Blowing up electricity pylons 
demonstrated to the masses the priorities of the government with what 
repairs were to fo llow. Vehicles that ignored strike decrees were 
dynamited and, in preparation for the revolution ahead. the PCP worked to 
develop self-sufficient local economies. Party pamphlets and radio 
stations carried the message across the country. The PCP bombed the 
tourist train to the Machu Picchu Ruins in June 1986 killing seven 
passengers. It proved to be an effecti ve blow against tourism. 

The country however. rema ined in the hands of the b ig bourgeoisie. with 
its comprador and bureaucrat factions. the bankers. industria lists. 
merchants and real estate tycoons that controlled the means of production. 
These operated under the direction of the biggest imperialist interests. 
much of it concentrated in Lima where children sniffed glue in the shanty 
towns or smoked cocaine paste. In order to quali fy for economic and 
indeed military aid. recipient countri es like Peru had to adhere to ·sound 
economic policies." a clause that ensured that they fo llowed IMF 
guidelines and kept markets open to US exports . Having a drug add icted 
economy. corrupt local authori ties and the military made the cocaine trade 
d ifficult to displace. In the count ry"s largely unsettled eastern lowlands. 
extraction industries exploited the rubber. lumber. gold. oil and the fau na 
in Peru·s tropical forests known as the ceja de salvo, ·the eyebrows of the 
jungle·. 

The Peruvian state however. was not above outsourcing its propaganda. 
Cue the ·sendero logists·. a definite c lique of so-called intellectuals. 
whose function it was to control the narrative that journalists and 
historians would fa ith fully fo llow. Cit ing each other·s work as well as 
their own as a way of conveying legitimacy. these were not above adding 
fa lsehood and suggestive language in pursuit of their conclusions. 
attempting to sell the idea that the peasants preferred the normal ity of ru le 
by Lima and local feudal tyrants to the so-called · terror campaign · o f 
those that led them on land seizures. 

Orin Starn fe ll at the first hurdle of credibility when he defined PCP 
ideology as ' Leninist-Marxist-Maoist Thought." a sloppy error that was 
tht! no';m rather than the exception that flopped his expensive to buy 
books lower than a bad Wikipedia entry. 1 ~1 

Others like Billie Jean Isbell sought to attack the PC P"s aspirations for a 
.. future without distinctions"'. i;Tiagining that it ·· must have been an 
unfathomable mystery to Andean people who move in a world filled with 
distinctions. Racial hierarchit!s and gender biases pers ist throughout Peru. 
For many. these aspects o f their identit) arc probabl~ more relevant to 
daily life than c lass:· 1 ~ 1 

As alwavs it seems. an academic was available to explain the foll~ of 
active r.;volutionaries and the people that t ht!~ recruited the ir members 
from : attempting to create the idea that lnd~an cu_ll~re was incompatible 
with communism. as though capita lism and 1mperialls111 was somehO\\ 111 

lune. 

Foremost among the SenderolO!rists ho\\ ever. was anth ropologi s t Carlos 
Dt!gregori. who- compiled and s old his essays as books in a wa~ that 
ens~1red much rept!tition. Tending not to !\:cl t l~e necd lo analyse the 
subject at hand. Degregori never u1ilised quotes tro_m _PCP documents or 
statt!ments to back up hi s casual l) made cla11ns. Retusmg to acknowledge 
that tht! ronderos were militar) creatcd death squads. Dcgrcgon '' ould 
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imperialism. terrorism and the enemies of the people. " Here the key word 
was that of"terrorism", a term whose usage was popularised by Reagan to 
fight against revolution, a term promoted by all who thrive and prosper 
with the system. Here the role played by opportunist electoralism and its 
divisive efforts showed that, without fighting parliamentary cretinism it is 
impossible to get power, just as imperialism cannot be swept away 
without fighting revisionism. The IU had fac ilitated APRA's road to 
power, Barrantes justifying his position saying that ··rite people voted for 
change by electing the left·. " When Barrantes congratulated Garcia on h is 

.m::;- 1''""' victory, the PCP asked, "What pwpose, then, have the I U served; simply 
and plainly to facilitate the triumph of APRA. "1101 

The extensive power of Peru's three armed forces, which each had their 
own cabinet minister, was weakened in October 1987 when indiv idual 
ministers were replaced by a s ing le minster of defence and a unified 
command was established. The slashed fund ing for the military by the 
APRA government affected moral.e, which was still concerned with the 
supposed external threats from C hile and Ecuador. Around 60 percent o f 
the approximately 120,000 members were two-year conscripts, receiving 

-~-.... ~·• hardly anything in exchange for labour, beyond food and barracks. Most 
rather portray them as the peasant rejection of the PC P programme, a of the conscripts came from the coastal towns and cities and the level of 
programme he made no attempt to explain that somehow forced the troop desertion at the end of the decade was running at 30-40 percent 
revolutionaries to move their campaign to the cities. Such an extreme according to mil itary analysts. Many soldiers abandoned the ranks at the 
delusion did not explain who the guerrillas were or why it was that an urg ing of the PCP. APRA however, greatly strengthened the pol ice and 
apparently hated and unsupported guerrilla movement could muster the the increasingly efficient anti -terrorist detective squad, the Office against 
forces to take on an imperialist-backed mili tary and that was marching on Terrori sm (DIRCOTE) was bolstered. 111 1 
Lima. 161 

There was however, one fly in the Senderologist ointment; that o f S imon 
Strong, who made contact with PCP members in his s tudy, and in spite of 
not being sympathetic, deigned to be sufficiently hos tile, initiati ng a 
somewhat surly reference by Steve Stern, who stated that, "a foreign 
author produced the most sensationalist - intellectually crude and 
politically irresponsible work: Simon Strong, Shining Path: Terror a11d 
Revo/111io11 in Peru . .. 171 The use of the term 'foreign· is somewhat 
petulant. ignoring the reality that most of the Sendero log ists themselves 
are expats. 

T he willingness for the bourgeois commentators to be lieve that the rondas 
were successful in defeating the PCP represents the inability of the ir c lass 
viewpoint to grasp rea lity. While such notions are likely to be comforting, 
the idea that cannon-fodder. made up of the dross of rural communities 
cou ld provide an effective ·resistance· makes no sense. That the peasantry 
would find communism hard to stomach against a backdrop of extreme 
oppression from govern ment. traffickers. landlords and an army ever on 
the lookout for subversion agai nst the system was a d ifficu lt sell. 

But the bourgeoisie could not see things from the point of v iew of the 
peasant or worker. Its ideologues. then as now. preferred to psychoanalyse 
communists rather than analyse the social and political conditions that 
gave rise to them. Furthermore. a troublingly large section of the West 
European left appeared to be quite happy to believe this b luster. putting 
th~':'1 in tune with imperialis t propaganda but in to contrad iction with 
military and imperiali st sources that had at least the need to tell each other 
the truth. The C IA and the US military, at least li ving in the rea l world, 
conducted intense analysis of the PCP wi th a view to defeating them, and 
it is their dec lassi fied documents that blow away the Senderologist's 
crude propaganda. 

According to the Military Review, the professional journal of the US 
Army. published by the Army University Press, "Sendero Luminoso did 
11ot need to build bonds with the population; thev were the population .. 1s1 

Daniel Masterson: A Professor at the US ava l Academy. when analysing 
the Pc?pfe's War. repeated the propaganda of the S in Vietnam et al. 
about 111doc1rination and ru le by terror of the forces of resi stance. Faced 
with reality however. he was 10 find. in a personal interview with an 
armed forces officer who commanded units in Ayac ucho in 1983 and 
1988 that. "Still. eyewitness accoul/fs by armed forces personnel 
11nderscured the fanatici.1·111 o(young Senderistas and is a .1·11·ong testamel/f 
10 lite stre11g1/t o/ tlte1r co111111itme11t to tlteir cause. In some cases. mortally 
11•011nded priso11er.1· died rather titan give information with a pmmise of 
medical aid "191 

According to a PC P document. Alfonso Barrantcs. of the United 1.eli 
Parly ( I lJ) by hi s own words showed where hi s own all egiarn.:cs lay. "Tlte 
ha11/e has 1w1 ended. 11•e ~!tall co11ti1111e with greate1· strength against 
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Some of the large-scale fighting against the PCP at this time took place in 
the upper valley of the Huallaga River which led from the Andes into the 
j ungle. In the town of Uchiza, on a tributary of the Huallaga, accord ing to 
a government communique, a 300 strong guerrilla column overwhelmed a 
SO-man elite pol ice unit at the end of March, the guerri llas tak ing over the 
whole town and airport. The pol ice station surrendered after a six-hour 
battle. Several officers were executed, the rest released. 1121 

At a private speech made by Alan Garcia to young APRA members in 
Ayacucho in May 1988, Garcia revealed: "Mistakes or not. criminal or 
not. the Senderista has what we do not !tave: mystique and self­
s11rre11der ... T!tey are people who deserve our respect and my personal 
admiration because tltey are. like it or not. militants. Fanatics. they say. I 
believe they have mystique and it is part of ottr self-criticism. comrades. 
to k11ow we must recognise lte who, subordinated or 11ot. delivers himself 
to death. gil·es his life. has mystique. " I 131 

In Ayacucho, in spite of Senderologist c laims, red banners hung from 
trees and crags between the peaks, and revolutionary slogans were painted 
on boulders . These areas had suffered some of the worst repression: 
includ ing aerial bombardment. The military frequently killed journalists to 
keep their areas of operations sealed off, sometimes encouraging 
co llaborators and rondas to do their dirty work. Visiti ng human rights 
groups were a lso routinely ejected from the emergency zones. Jose 
Navarrete, a wealthy agricultural merchant in Huanta, was denounced by 
a jealous neigh bour and detained. "The marines kept me blindfolded 
wit/tout food and water for fourteen days. hanging me up by my hands tied 
behind my back until my eyes were popping out. " he said, "/was punched 
and half-drowned. Eventually tltey decided I was not guilty and fi'eed me. 
I was lucky - a prisoner accused of blowing up a bridge had his head cut 



off with an axe in from of me. " Navarrete still confessed. 11~ 1 
The military had obl iged peasant communities in northern Ayacucho to 
form these ·sel f-defence groups' or Rondas. German Medina, a doctor 
that became a left-wing congressman for Ayacucho, fled the city after 
receivi ng threats from both the PC P and the rondas said, "Jn some places. 
the formations of the ro11das involved tra11sferri11g comm1111ities fro m the 
higher areas to the valleys. acting as cushions to protect the militai)I 
bases. With the soldiers fo llowing. they were forced to comb the area fo r 
the Se11deristas. A11yboc(v who did not take part was co11sidered suspect . .. 
He went on , "The creatio11 of the ro11das exacerbated i/lfer-comm11nity 
fights and bro11ght old hatreds to the s 111face. These stem from the 
extermination of the H11arilwari tribe bi· the Incas. who moved the 
s 11rvivors elsewhere and repopulated m;1ch of the regio11 with other 
groups. The peasa/lfs flJ1 to take adva11tage of the rondos to settle scores. 
or just to gain general political ascendancy. But whole villages have 
disappeared. either thro11gh massacres or emigratio 11. which is what the 
army wa/lfs beca11se it leaves the se11deristas with 11owhere to hide and 110 
one to feed them." 11 s1 

The ronderos were treated without mercy. the earliest o f the PCP·s 
responses to these counter-gangs having occurred in April 1983. 
Encouraged by military slaughters of guerrillas in the region with the help 
of informers, peasants from Santiago de Lucanamarca and Huancasancos. 
Ayacucho attacked and brutally killed a number o f PCP militants. Much 
would later be made of the so-call ed Lucanamarca Massacre, but Jose 
Carlos Mariategui had warned, "Revol11tio11aries from all parts of the 
world 11111st choose betwee11 bei11g the victims of viole11ce or 11si11g it ... 1161 
Against the backdrop of the state·s white terror in its unrestricted forms. 
the PC P went into these vi ll ages. slaughtering around 80 in reprisal. In his 
interview. Gonzalo exp lained. 

"/11 the face of reactionary milirm:\' actio11s a11d the use of 111es11adas. we 
responded with a devastati11g actio11: L11ca11amarca. Neither they 110r 11·e 
have forgotten it. to be s 11re. beca11se they got an answer that they did11 ·r 
imagine possible. More rha11 80 were annihilated. that is the truth. And ll'e 
say ope11ly that there were excesses. as ll'OS ana(1·sed in 1983. 811t 
eve1J•thing i11 life has two aspects. Our task was to deal a dernstating 
blow in order to pllt them i11 check. to make them 1111dersta11d that it ll'OS 
11ot going to be so easy ... In that case. the principal thi11g is that ire dealt 
them a de1·astati11g bloll'. and we checked them a11d the1· 1111derstood that 
they 11·ere deali11g with a differe/lf kind of people's flghters. that ll'e 
weren't the same as those they had fo11ght before. This is 11·/tat they 
1111derstood ... It 's like c111 angle: it can be ope11ed up to a certain point and 
no f 11rther. If we were to g i1·e the masses a lot of restrictio11s. 
requireme11ts a11d prohibitio11s. it ll'Ou!d mea11 that deep do1rn 11·e didn't 
wa/lf the waters to overflow. And what ll'e needed was for the waters to 
overflo •r. to fer the flood rage. because ll'e k11011· that when a rii·er floods 
its banks it causes devastation. b11t then it retums to its 1'il'erbed. I repeat. 
this was explained clear(1· by Le11i11. and this is !toll' ll'e 1111dersta11d those 
excesses. But. I insist. the main poi/If ll'as to make them understand that 
we ll'ere a hard 1111t to crack. and that we ll'ere ready for anything. 
anything. .. 1111 

But other methods o f coercion were being attempted. General Clemente 
Noel had been replaced in 1983 by General Adrien Huamen. a Quechua­
speaking Indian. who dec lared h is intention to replace slaughter with 
building compliance between troops and the peasants. " 1\,~1· strategy was 
to give protection to the population so they could prod11ce. trm·el. hm·e 
animals. so11· seeds a11d stop others killing them." he said. ·For them. 
Peru does not exist. They care nothing about senators. the police abo1·e 
them and the j11dges jail them heca11se they have 11ot got the cash ro 
defend rhemse fres. ,\,fea1111·hile. Shining Path has killed o.ff all the cattle 
thieves and promised a /Jetter f uture. The state has to protect the people. 
When I arrived. the time .frn· hullers was 01·er ... de1·elopmem plans 11·ere 
made 1111d the politicians promised a large s11111 of money b11t ir ne1•er 
came. The local de1·elop111ent aw!torities helped themseli·es. nor the 
co11111111111t1es th<lf is 11·/ty Shining Path kills them. Whe11 I de 11ounced rhe 
corruption. / ll'as booted out ... 1 1~ 1 lass grav.:s howev.:r. continued to be 
d iscovered. Hua men fe lt betrayed b) the government and cracked do' ' n in 
frus tratio n. 

O n the eve o f the Catho lic Pope·s May 1988 vis it. a bomb \\ as 
deact ivated when he \\<lS due to attend a bi shop· s seminar. and along hi s 
route into Lima. naval in fantry arrested t\\·o PC P members disguised as 
po lice a nd ca1T)·ing submachine guns. 11 .,1 The 'isit was brit:f and 
controlled b) the ultra-conservati ves. h is speech deal ing onl) in religious 

dogma. Chairman Gonzalo observed . "He {the Pope} has even called on 
us to put down our arms while he blesses the ll'eapons of genocide. " (!OI 

While the pope addressed his conservative clergy. General Jose Valdi via 
and his troops showed the realities of state power and initiated a massacre 
and cover-up in Cayara . 

" ft was around ten o · clock on the night of Friday . 13 May 1988 as the 
pair of army trucks trundled along the dirt-track mo1111tain road near the 
hamlet of Erusco high abo1·e the Pampas River Valley in the deparrmem 
of Ayac11cl10 ... The tracks ll'ere carrying food - cattle and s11·ine - and 
medical supplies. as ll'ell as about t\l'e11ty soldiers. to a military base in 
the town of Huancapi ... The ji1·sr lorry had already entered the c111T e 
when the mines exploded. The dynamite ble11· the second truck into the 
fres h. 11101111tain air: rocks and more dynamite. enclosed in milk and coffee 
tins. rained down from abo1·e. Figures in ponchos emerged on the edge of 
the cliff and opened up a barrage of fire at the soldiers as rhe,1· spilled 
from the wreckage. "!!II 

After the ambush. troops. many with their faces hidden by balaclavas and 
mostly led by a Special Forces group called. •the lynxes·. went to Cayara. 
a large village of low mud huts with earthen floors and roofs of wood and 
straw. Army helicopters and lorries arrived . The men of the village were 
placed face down on the ground. "A bearded gringo was the leader. The 
soldiers had been ordered to ransack the i·illage and set fire to the 
teachers · houses. They raided the shops and took away alcohol and soft 
drinks. Houses were bum ed. At midday. the soldiers were walking around 
with axes. machetes and hammers 1d1ich they had stolen. They kept asking 
us abour the Terrucos [slang for 'terrorists}. that we had attacked the 
army lorry and killed the captain and soldiers . .. J!21 

Village resident, Fernandina Palomino said . " The,1· cracked open my 
husband's head ll'ith a hammer and then ll'ith an axe rhei· rook ow his 
brains. He died CIJ'ing. my husband. and ll'ithout p rotesring. The corpses 
which were piled under a tree 11·ere later hurled into a gul~'" A man who 
survived and the elder~1 · woman that gave him shelter were taken away 
a11d disappeared. "·12>1 

Rondas Campesonas: Fodder forthe <;;~Enemy 
? . ~ . ' , .::..~ 

On 1-l'h December. Fernandina was stabbed severa l times. and finished o ff 
with submachine gun lire when the truck she \\ as travell ing in was 
stopped by troops near the village of Toccto. The mayor of Cayara. who 
had been absent on the dav o f the initial massacre. was a lso killed in the 
same inc ident. The mili tary had been systematica l I) kil ling o ff witnesses 
to the massacre. but in spite of th is. the Cayara massacre was unusua l I) 
well documented. 11"1 

An investigation commission headed by an APRA senator lasted monthg 
seeking to -discredit rumours o f the massacre. Even after the bodies " ere 
discovered. Garcia issued a statement backing the mi litar). sa) ing thm 
"rhe,1· are expfftecl to procluce results . .. 1:'1 

In Peru. the militar) applied methods o f anti-subvers ion imported from 
the US whereb) the military aspect dominates the econo mic. pol itica l and 
psychological elements. It did however tend to imitate the Argen tin ian 
countcr- insurge1ic) model that \\as in turn based on tht' French approad 1 
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that acted as an occupation, engaging in indiscriminate ki ll ing. Rather 
than maintaining a rural presence, it preferred short operations. Brigadier­
General Arciniega, citing an Argentinian military book on ethics and 
repression stated, .. Subversive violence destroys order. the surgeon's 
violence restores it . .. (261 

According to the UN, more people were detained and then d isappeared in 
Peru than in any other country each year between 1987 and 1990. The 
UN's official figure was 884. More had been taken to mi litary bases in the 
military zones. Judges and state prosecutors were forbidden from military 
detention centres as were the Red Cross (which was forced to close its 
Ayacucho office that had been in s itu between 1987 and 1989). 

A secret document leaked from the Armed Forces Joint Command stated, 
"Anti-Subversive operations that are executed on the basis of information 
provided by the Inte lligence Detachments will be of a highly aggressive 
and offensive character, not forge tting that the best subvers ive is the dead 
subversive; therefore, no prisoners w ill be taken." 1271 In the province of 
Huanta in Ayacucho, those civil ians that refused to collaborate with the 
rondas had their heads blown off with dynamite. Accord ing to notices left 
by the corpses, this was due to their not knowing ·how to th ink.' 1281 

The widow of Hugo Bustios, a reporter for a leading Peruvan magazine 
who was shot and blown up by soldiers said. ·P eople are more scared of 
rhe army rlwn Shining Path. Hugo was killed because he wanred to 
publicise the army's atrocities and they thought he was a leader of the 
sub\·ersives. The army srea/s and rapes. bw rhe marines are the worst of 
all and the bloodiest are those from rhe aristocratic families - they 1hi11k 
rhey are superior. they do not kno11· how to treat people. ·· pqJ 

The PCP continued to develop. adopting mobi le warfare involvi ng larger 
units in its march towards the strategic equil ibrium and onwards to the 
taking of the cities and preparing for the strategic offensive. In Ju ly 1988 
the first general strike in a dozen years was called by the dom inant trade 
un ion confederation. the revis ionist-affi liated Confederaci6 n Genera l de 
los Trabajadores (CGTP). In response, the PCP called for a ·fighting 
strike· in Lima; in Ayacucho. Huancavelica and in Apurimac. Shutdowns 
had been occurring in the c ity of Ayacucho. the department capita l. since 
early in the people 's war. These included a combination of workers 
strikes. the c losing of sma ll bus inesses, mass act ions and guerri ll a attacks . 

ow. workers with faces covered shouted the PCP s logan ·Fight and 
Resist' in Lima as they carried out street actions. The GCTP leadership 
were not happy. 

At the end of September 1988. a three-day shut-down was called by the 
Carratera Central C lass-Conscious Worker·s Struggle Committee. a legal 
organisation formed by workers from factories and workshops along the 
road's industrial strip. These organ ised strikes in textile and car parts 
factories. refrigerator p lants. brickyards. etc.. organised mass 
mobilisation~. set up burning roadb locks and fought the police. G roups 
emerging from the nearby shantytowns belonged to this committee. as did 
5imilar o rganisat ions of municipal workers. hotel workers. university 
worker~ and street vendors amon!! others. PCP armed militias also took 
part in agitation and lighting. ~ 

A l'>o in Septem ber. another l'. I Oiario report provided an eyewi tness 
account of an armed shutdown in the jungle hill s of the Upper I lua ll aga 
Vall ey. On a night of struggle that was to begin al 6.00prn. villagers were 
assembling a long the Carrelera Marginal the road that runs the whole 
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length of the foothills connecting them to the west of the country. The 
reporter said that, "a robusr housewife. about 40 years old and k11ow11 
only as "Nficaela "', led us off the main road through a rock-strewn path 
that wound up imo the mo11111ai11s. With our cameras. tape recorder. light 
luggage and an indescribable exciteme/lf. we were headed towards our 
meeting with the illegal People's Guerrilla Army. "(JOI 

Later the report described, "As we left the hw a lamem 'slight surprised 
us. There were two yowhs. whose faces. which we could barely see. 
showed they were unmistakeably from the counllyside. He seemed to be 
abow 23 years old; she was no more than 16. Still. there was something 
that clearly marked them from all the others presem: each carried a rifle 
over the shoulder. In the midst of the immense j1111g!e, we fo1111d ourselves 
face to face with two guerrillas of the clandestine PCP. ·· Led to the 
Carratera Margi no I, the journalists continued. "When we got to the road. 
a ton y was waiting for us with the motor ru1111i11g. Three people were in 
it. As we climbed in, accompanied by our inseparable guide. 10 others 
emerged from where they had been hiding, camouflaged in the thick 
brush. Most of them wore uniforms consisting of thick green pants. a dark 
polo shirt. rubber boots and a knapsack. Only six or seven wore caps. bw 
all were armed with a rifle or large-calibre shotgun. Hand-grenades. a 
machete and a lantern completed their equipme/lf ... at the edge of the 
district around Aucayacu. a town located on the last asphalted section of 
the roadway: a veritable army of villagers had already begun work in the 
darkness to completely block the road. About 5.000 people appeared 
before our eyes. working like ams. Peasam axes felled giant coconl/f trees 
across the roadway... at dawn. when the villagers completed their 
prodigious efforts. trucks. whole trees and tons of stone completely cut off 
the 300 kilometres of roadway. We were there for almost eight hours. 
recording the peasallfs ·hard night's work. lightened with great quantities 
of lemon soda and songs vigorously sung into our tape recorder. All this 
took place under the watchful eyes of a strong guerrilla unit. who stood 
ready to fight in case of an attack. " 13 11 

On the 26 September, a fighting shutdown in Li ma began at midnight. 
Called by the powerful Carretera General Class-Conscious Workers ' 
Struggle Committee, the 72 hour action was part of the struggle for the 
tak ing of political power rather than the part ic ipation in a vicious circle of 
economic struggle. During these three days of direct class confrontation. 
such revolutionary struggle was d ifferent from strikes in the past. 1321 

The following da~, El Diario described how the shutdown was marked by 
armed confrontat1ons, road blocks. sabotage. and demonstrations, armed 
militias of the PCP once more coming onto the streets. "Star1i11g at dawn 
hundreds of workers from the big factories of the area strew tree trunks 
and stones across the roads. raising banners reading. "Fight and Resist.' 
It 's Right to Rebe/ 1 ··showing the full support of the people for this 72-
hour stoppage. groups of shantytown dwellers also participated alongside 
the wage workers pulling tree trunks across the streets and amassing piles 
of tyres on the asphalt. dousing them with petrol. so that the anti-riot 
police found themselves amid thick smoke. "The military. using armoured 
veh icles to cordon off areas, was out in force, meeting home-made bombs 
with tear gas and live ammunition. At one point, demonstrato rs took over 
the Fiestas petrol station, sett ing it on fire. 1331 

Sabotage, road blocks and lightning demonstrations continued into the 
second day of the shutdown so that the Armed Forces were instructed to 
occupy the whole industria l belt, raiding numerous addresses in the shanty 
towns. A !though the area was brought under control, the army fai led to 
ha lt the cont inuation of the shutdown and road blocks and agitat ion 
among workers continued. Most of the workers remained on strike and 
many factories remained paralysed. Schools and markets were also closed. 

JJ•I 

Elsewhere. the PC P dominated the mountain department o f Junin. the red 
nag nying over its vi llages and revolutionary slogans painted on walls. 
Mayors and governors ned, resigned or were killed . Foreign aid projects. 
part of the low-intensi ty operations of imperialism were also destroyed or 
driven out. The Mantara River came under mi litary rule in October. T he 
bread basket of Lima was the Montero Valley in J unin. produc ing a third 
of its vegetables, half of its maize and most of its potatoes. It was also the 
condu it from the jungle for a third of Lima ·s fruit and the bulk of the 
agricul tural products from the General Andes. Jun in provided a fifth o f 
the wool fi bre for the textile industry and was a sign ificant producer of 
meat and dairy. 

From October to December. 70.000 workers from an open-pit and the 



underground insta llations in the mountains east of Lima went on strikes 
fo r wages and over retirement issues. While miners took part in a 300km 
' march of sacrifice· to Lima, the PCP carried out armed actions in 
support. Saul Cantorel, head of the mineworkers union and United Left 
reformist, refused to condemn the PCP actions and was later to be 
murdered by a government death squad in February 1989. 

Government-linked death squads first appeared in 1986. One of these, a 
paramil itary death squad with direct links to APRA and the Ministry of 
the Interior, began operations in October 1987 when two APRA members 
were killed with their own car bomb that they were attempting to plant 
outs ide the offices of El Diario. This group also made several failed 
attempts on El Diar io staff. Its national campaign of bombings, 
intimidation, assass ination in which journalists, human rights workers, 
trade unionists and left poli ticians were among its targets, its activities had 
greatly increased in 1988. Naming themselves Comando Rodrigo Franco 
(CRF), after an APRA offic ial believed killed by the PCP, thei r firs t 
public communique announced the murder of lawyer Manuel Febres, who 
had just won an acquitta l in the trial of Osman Morote - although Morote 
was kept in prison on other charges. Febres was also El Diario·s legal 
councillor. O nly the week before the murder, El Diario had printed 
Chairman Gonzalo' s interview. By way of explanation. the C RF 
communique stated that ·terrorists' would no longer be able to use the 
legal system. 

A young APRA member who had declined to j o in the C RF told Simon 
Strong, ''the Rodrigo Franco Commando initiated a 11atio11al campaign of 
i11timidatio11. bombings. and assassi11atio11s i11 1rhich joumalists. human 
r ights workers. trade 1111io11ists. and left-wing politicians were among the 
targets ... He added, "They have groups in all the emergency :ones and a 
large central office ll'hich. incidemally. is 1·e1:v close to where you 
live . .. 13s1 

There were extensive links between CRF, APRA and the government in 
general. Garc ia· s Presidential Minster Agustin Mantilla was also head of a 
secret terrorist organisation with in DIRCOTE (Peru ·s 'anti -terrorist' 
police). used to assassinate those suspected of PCP sympathies. They also 
killed enemies of APRA. includ ing an Ayacucho reporter for a ri ghtist 
magazine in January 1989. Some victims were first arrested by DlRCOTE 
before being found dead. the Comando claiming responsibility. The 
Comando a lso bombed the g rave of PCP martyr Edith Lagos. 

After a police raid on El Diario offices. the editor and publisher Luis Arce 
was arrested and charged with PCP links, the charges later being dropped 

due to lack of evidence. The newspaper continued in small weekly 
editions unti l October. Subsequently the o ffices were bombed as were the 
houses of staff. In December Arce was again arrested for vio lation o r a 
new decree that outl awed ·apologists for terrori sm'. Again he was 
released and he le ft the country fo r Europe. A11er five months. on March 
8'h. El Diario reappeared in a weekly edition primaril y being sold in the 
factories and surrounding quarters and shantytowns. 

In the wake of the 1986 pri son massacres. revo lutionary prisoners were 
largely gathered in the Lima prison at Canto Grande where they continued 
their d isc ipl ined lifestyl es. Electri cit) was cut off in t:arl ) 1989. making 
cooking very d iffic ult. An article in El Diario said that they were. 
"comhatw11s of rhe people ·s guerrilla army led hy the PCP 1rhv. e1·e11 
ll'hile pri.1·m1ers. 111e1i111e1i11 such a 1·ole and C'<11-r1· 0111 rhree rasks ... 

comba11ing: They have developed successil'e s truggles to conquer and 
defend their rights ... producing: The prisoners of \\'Gr.. . make 
handicrafts ... mobilising: They carry ow 11·ork of the masses. politicising. 
mobilising. and organising their relatives. newralising the common 
prisoners: and. ll'hat is fu11damemal. {they] de1·elop their 011·n ideological. 
political. and orga11isatio11al work ... In this way the black dungeons of the 
reaction [are transformed} imo shining trenches of combat . .. 1361 

An armed shutdown in January 1989 in the factory district along 
Argentina Avenue in Lima resulted in marine un its occupying the whole 
area. February saw the first call for a seven-day shutdown in Ayacucho 
City in what was an escalation. Leaflets that went out in a power blackout. 
called for people to come out in support. Army and police vehicles 
patrolled the deserted streets calling for people to abandon the action. 
Other towns in the region were almost totally closed down and country 
roads were blocked. Trucks that defied the shutdown were painted with 
graffiti or blown up. Guerrilla units attacked army and police positions 
and ambushed patrols and military convoys. At this time there were 
massive peasant str ikes in 1-luancavelica. Apurimac and the jungle around 
the city of Pucallpa. 

Guillermo Lopez. an aldern1an and reporter in T ingo Maria who was 
suspected of PCP sympathies also said in January. "Gol'ernment here is 
11011· complete~\' cel/fra/ised. All the 1·i/lages are in the hands of Shining 
Path. The police and army are more and more desperate and the DEA 
help them go after the guerrillas. I ha1·e been told the DEA ll'ant to make 
me disappear before I defend the peasams against the corrupt COR.,.J.H 
workers ... Lopez house had been dynamited the previous year. In Apri l he 
was tortured and murdered by either police or the military. 13, 1 

A power blackout and guerrilla attacks broke out s imultaneously in Lima. 
public employees repeated ly marching and clashing w ith police on into 
March. In the Altiplano (high Plateau) department o f Puno. bordering 
Bol ivia, the PCP held the city of Azangaro and the ne ighbouring villages 
for three days. Land seizures in Puno by thousands o f peasants in 
February and March continued to rage. peasants occupying la nd 
belonging to around s ix SA IS (former feudal estates taken over by the 
government). 

The actions however were coming ever nearer to the PCP' s sixth zone. 
that of metropolitan Lima. In the capital. instead of People·s Comm ittees. 
it operated through a network of specialised local movements. In the first 
public action of the People·s Revolutionar~ Defence Movement (PROM ). 
a PCP mass ornanisation des igned to serve as the un ited front in the ci t ies 
and waging ... ; relemless stn°(ggle against rel'isio11ism and opportu11is111 . .. 
it was reported that. ·· ... 011 March 81

". /111ema1io11al Women 's Day. ! 989. 
11·he11 to the great surprise ofpassers-hy and police. rl1011sa11ds 0(111e11 and 
\\'Omen marched thrOUf!.h the do1r11to11·11 Streets o( Lima ill the ear/i 
e1·e11i11g cham i11g. .. Fo~· Women ·s Liheration. De;·elop People's H'w'-' 
Doll'n ll'ith Bourgeois and Re1·isio11ist Feminism.' ,\/arch 8 1

,,_ a Day to 
Fight.' Long Li1·e Chairman Gon:alo. Long I.in' the PCP. l.ong I.in• rh,• 
People's War.'" Police barmcks near rhe ro11te o/ the 111arch 11·en• 
rl\'llmnited as the q11ick-steppi11g de111011s1mtvrs passed 11ear-h1· Ri/le-
101i11g police 11·ho cordoned v.tr the area /i lllnd tl1<11 the 11111rchers had 
suddenly disappeared. .. I ·~1 
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It was now widely believed that the government was losing the war, 
inflation having hit 2000 percent. This fos tered sharp contradictions and 
political infighting within the ruling class against a background of acute 
economic cris is. The most reactionary elements within Peruvian society 
were in agreement that the state was in retreat. According to PCP 
Congress documents, ""A coup d "et at could take place. and furthermore, 
Garcia himself could arrange his exit through a phoney coup. to save 
himself for the future. ··[39J However, rumblings for a military coup were 
discouraged by direct US diplomatic intervention. 

Gonzalo explained the s ituation, ""Thus, keeping in mind what Chairman 
Mao has said. all of this is leading to what he called a high tide of 
struggle. or what Lenin termed a revolutiona1y cr isis. When we reach that 
point the insurrection takes place. This is the theo1y of people 's war, and 
this is what we are taking up, and the basis upon which we are 
developing. Therefore. because the process of our people ·s war must 
bring us to a high tide. we must prepare the insurrection that in synthesis 
comes down to the sei::ure of the cities. We are thinking about and 
preparing for this insurrection because it is a necessity. Without it we 
cannot win counlly-wide victo1y . .. 1401 

Gonzalo goes on. ·· We think that our activity in the ci1ies is indispensable 
and it must be pushed forwa rd more and more. because that is where the 
proletariat is concentrated and we cannot leave it in the hands of 
revisionism or opportunism ... Take barrios and barriadas as the 
/ounda1ion and 1he proletarial as the leading force. This is our policy and 
we will continue to apply i1. now. under condi1ions of people ·s war ... The 
barrios and barriadas are a bell a/steel that will encircle the enemy . .. 141 1 

A major threat and indeed distractio n to the revolution however was the 
Movimiento Revolutionario Tupac Amaru (M RTA ) that soug ht to present 
itself as a ri val to the revolution. Deri v ing from a complex network of 
army. leftist and APRA fact ions. it was formed to offer an alternative to 
the PCP. providing a path to insurrection for the legal lefi in the event of a 
military coup. Invoki ng the struggles of the indigenous rebel s Manco 
Inca. Juan Santos Atahualpa and Tupac Amaru II . it sav; itself as kindred 
to the pro-Cuban g roups and the Sandinistas. etc. The MRT A however, 
a lso had weapons links with the APRA death squad C RF. 

A fter lengthy in- lighting with in its ranks. Victor Poley, whose father was 
a founder or A PRA. e merged as M RT A commander- in-chief. He was 
captured in February 1989 whi le sleeping in a government-run tourist 
hotel in 1-fuancayo. He dec lared 10 a court tr ibuna l. "' The revol111irm had to 
be the work oj the organised people. with their rnnguard formed by 
popular leaders. the progressive seclors of 1he Catholic Church and 
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patriotic members of the armed forces. ·· (421 A former leading young 
Aprista, Poley had been a close friend of Garcia, sharing a flat with h im at 
university in Madrid. 

The MRTA 's first action was a Lima bank raid in 1982, the group 
emerging fully in I 984, bombing the US embassy, KFC restaurants, 
department stores, and political and government offices. Radio and 
television stations were occupied and forced to broadcast communiques 
and there were also attempts to sabotage general elections. Cells were 
established in several department capitals, espec ially Tarapoto in the 
Central Huallaga Valley. 

Carrying out ransom-kidnappings, extortion, the.killing of police, soldiers 
and civilians, and a small number of car bombings, the MRT A called a 
temporary truce with Garcia when the latter declared hi s anti-imperialism, 
although this broke down when it was c lear that he would not keep his 
word. 

""Our differences with the Se11deristas have dijfere/lf dimensions. ·· 
explained an MRTA leader in 1986, '"with respect 10 tactics. we think that 
the enemy that has to be defea1ed is militarisation and the govemment. 
whereas the Senderistas believe that the main enemies are apristas. ·· 1431 

Fully-armed and uniformed, the MRT A battalions pushed into Huallaga 
Valley, blocking the PC P's northern advance, entering into a tacit 
agreement with the military. As an MRT A leader in Terapoto in February 
1988 announced , "'Shining Path was not only a threat to the ::one. but is to 
the whole co111llly ... If we do not rise up now. who will stop them later? 
No one ... Our rising up impedes Shining Path from adva11ci11g in the ::one 
and trips them up on a 11alio11al level.·· f44J 

The PCP proved to be eas ily the stronger force. The MRTA however, was 
believed to be in secret contact with Garcia throughout this period. 
According to APRA senator Javier Valle Riestra, ""APR.A bases have 
always sympathised with J\llRTA. ' We have revolutionary roots. ·· 1451 

However, reports o f PC P units in Bolivian provinces bordering Peru north 
of Lake Titicaca grew during the late 80s as the revolut ionaries had 
striven to push a corridor from Cuzco across the top of the Lake in the 
department of Puno. Bo li via's Committee to Support the Revolution in 
Peru (CSRP) worked in support of th is dri ve. 

August 1988 saw a bomb attack on the US Secretary of State George 
Schultz, in Bolivia to drum up support against the Sandin istas, on his 
route from the centre of La Paz to the airport. The remote-controlled 
bomb damaged four cars in Schultz 's motorcade. The US claimed the 
attack was by drug traffickers as a justification for its war on drugs but a 
group calling itself the Armed Forces of National Liberation, Zarate 
Willke (named after an Indian peasant leader al the end of the 19'" 
century) claimed responsibility. 

In December that year, the Peruvian nava l attache in La Paz, Capta in Juan 
Vega Llona was gunned down near his embassy by a group claimi ng 10 be 
called the Revolutionary Workers Movement. Significantly. Vega Llona 
had been involved in the El Fronto n massacre. Zarate Willka also bombed 
the congress building in conjunction with the R WM. Elsewhere in 
Bolivia, mines were being raided by guerrilla columns, unclaimed bodies 
were appearing, and around 40 PCP took over the village of Ulla Ulla and 
assassinated the mayor. 

There was also evidence that Bolivians had joined the PC P columns in 
Peru and a national deputy for La Paz, Walter Alvaro. sa id that the PC P 
was mak ing regular incursions. ··They buy animals. l"Cmish and appear a1 
nigh/ .. . sometimes there are three. or four. or two r~f the1J1: they want the 
peasants to organise themselves. ·· In the area of Athacachi . Puerto Acosta 
and Sorata, locals were reported to be turning ··silent and hostile ro 1he 
authorities ·· and according to a Bo li vian journal ist in June J 989 . .. Nobody 
speaks of tlwl group PCP expressl1 ·. but it is obvious llwt the peasa/lfs 
there have a unique respect for the/JI. ·· Wil 

El Diario reported that. "" The reac1ionarr press is blocking info mration 
co111ingfro111 the Southern Zone of the co111111:1· but ii is nol ahle to hide the 
Maoist drive that is extending into Bolivia. .. 1471 The Peruvian 
government. rel uctant lo acknowledge the PC P's ad vance. claimed that 
one clash between the PCP and the Bolivian poli ce was carried out by the 
MRTA. 



Anti-US feeling in Bo livia increased with the arrival of US troops that 
came to train and equip two light infantry battalions including one from 
the Manchego Battalion that had been responsible for the capture and 
murder of C he Guevara. Peasants and miners called strikes and threw up 
road blocks calling for the US troops lo be expelled. In late June, an army 
intelligence source said. ··soli1·ian territOIJ' is not 011/y being used fo r 
provisions and recuperation by Peruvian subversive group s. it is known 
that in some parts of the coulllr)" they are cany ing out philosophical 
indoctrination and military training as part of the formation of ... the 
Committee of Support to the Perm·ia11 Revo/11tio11. ·· A week later, two 
electricity pylons were dynamited in El Alto and the town of 
Cochaba mba. The first time such attacks had occurred in Bolivia. A group 
calling itself Tupac Katari Guerrilla Army claimed responsibility . A PCP 
spokesman a lso said that the party was extending into Ecuador to ""m·oid 
being surro unded. ·· 1-1s1 

The PC P was a lso pushing to transform its guerrilla groups into platoons. 
companies a nd battalions, particularly in the Huallaga Valley. In July 
1989, hundreds of guerrillas attacked the Madre Mia army barracks. 
killing 39 sold iers, the PCP g ivi ng al least 25 wounded soldiers medical 
treatment. This marked the emergence of the PC P's capac ity to marshal 
large forces against the military directl y. The guerrillas relied on the ri ver 
routes for transport and had pushed through 10 the coast in the north of the 
Arequipa department. A senior police official in the department capital of 
Huancayo. admitted that only a tenth of departmental officials remained. 
··We are alf being threatened that ll"e will be murdered !( ll"e do 1101 
resign: h e said in April. "The .rnbversi1·es sm· thei· hm·e a rhousand e1·es. a 
rho usand ears a nd irs !rue. The1· have i1 !fi/1r~1ed ~1·ery11"11ere. ·· 1-101 . 

The PC P's fifth military plan. ·Deve loping Bases in Order to Conquer 
Power.· was launched in August and by the end of the year had carried out 
23.090 ac ti ons. The PCP now sought 10 boost the number of People 's 
Committees operating openly. its campaigns now centred on boycolls of 
munic ipal and general elections while allempting to move the war into the 
phase of overall politica l and military ·strategic equilibrium· . 

In the run-up to the 1989 munic ipal eb:tions. the PCP had killed around 
60 mayors and mayoral cand idates and around 500 municipal candidates 
resigned. Voting was suspended in some areas where the candidates were 
no more. In some areas. the e lecti ons descended into farce. In at least one 

case. the elected candidate had been assassinated befo re the ba llot. 
Despite massive deployment of police and troops, PCP strike decrees 
paralysed the central Andes. ··official figures sho ived rhat nearl.1· sixty per 
celll of registered voters eirher spoiled their ba/101 papers or. despire 
heavy fi nes. failed to fllm up (rhis compared 10 rhirry-six per cent in rhe 
1986 municipal elections). In onz1· eighr out of rhe rwenry~(our 
departmenrs (including Hua11cm·elica. ll"here rhe figures were probably a 
cover-up) ll"aS abs1e111io11ism less rha11 forri· per cent: in Ayacucho ir 1rns 
eighr. ·-five per ce111. . ·· [50J 

A similar s ituation occurred in the 1990 General Election in which several 
congressional candidates were killed. In a series o f car bombs, industrial 
sabotage and strike decrees. power blackouts caused by the bombing o f 
electr ic ity py lons allowed the hillsides around Lima to be lit up by 
burning hammer and s ickles. 

The PC P now claimed to have 24 support bases. comprising hundreds of 
peoples committees. in five zones corresponding to regional committees. 
These five regional committees were in Ayacucho. Huancevelica and 
Apurimac: Junin. Huanuco and Cerro de Pasco: the I-luallaga Valley: 
northern Puno; and the mountains of Ancash and La Libertad . 

In December 1990. about 180 rebels destroyed a camp belonging to sub­
contractors of Mobil Oil in the I-luallaga Valley. fire-bombing and 
dynamiting equi pment. including the computers that stored the 
seismographic results gathered s ince prospeccing began six months 
prev ious ly. Before destroying the Berranca camp. a small group o f PC P 
arrived and forced the camp' s he licopters to airlift guerrilla 
reinforcements into the area. The PCP occupied Barranca for ten days. 
giving lectures to the hundreds of workers. and celebrati ng Gonzalo·s 
birthday before razing the camp to the ground and escaping by he! icopter. 
·· U111il 1988 rhe rebels man!fesred rhemseh-es b.1· s1agi11g sahowge a11acks 
/i·om 0 111side rhe (acrories. Since 1he11. ··said Gabriel Fe rrer. the Natio nal 
·society of Indus.tries ( SI) Vice-president. ··Shi11i11g Parh has h11ilr up 
cells 1ri1hi11 rhe facrories a11d challe11ged rhe poll"er of rhe 1111io11s. L '11io11 
leaders a11d senior srafl' are hei11g asrnssinared. Workers a11d exec111in: .1· 
are rerrorised ·· said Ferrer. ·"The 1111io11s are /os imz rheir i11fl11f!11ce and 
ex f!C uril·es are resigning. Sabvrage is being replacf!r/hy boyc1;11s 1iif!_1· are 
1101 i111erf!s1ed in snlan · or labour claims. Ir is as i( rhf! rerrorisrs lll"<' 

i11s1alli11g 1he111.1·eln!s in. reacli11essjbr des1r11criv11 al a iarcr sragl.' ··· I' 11 
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One of the principal arch itects of what he ca lled 'Liberation Theology' 
was Peruvian priest, Gustavo G utierrez who broke with the church 's 
obsession with ' defending the faith '. Liberation Theology took root in 
CaJamarca and the southern parts o f the department of Cuzco and Puna. In 
a country where two th irds of its 2000 priests were foreign, the 
reactionary church condemned the politic isation of peasants and workers, 
joining APRA and the business world in oppos ing liberation theology. 

The media however, blamed the rise of the PC P's campaion on 'foreion 
priests'. APRA paramilitaries of the RFC targeting me~mbers of the 
church, not deemed to be su itably pro-regime. Ayacucho was seen as the 
catholic heart of the Andes although the church 's grip had been weakened 
by the arrival of the un ivers ity. The PC P would attack cathedrals, 
churches and seminaries using dynamite. fire. or car bombs when certain 
reactionary elements stepped out of line. The hammer and s ick le flag was 
hung from steep les and painted onto the stone and a bomb was 
deactivated in a church shortly before the army·s chief of intelligence was 
due to walk his daughter. ·up the aisle". 

Far from the red graffiti of the shanty towns. the wealthy residenti al 
d istricts of Lima surrounded themselves with railings. wall s . and 
electrified fences . Rat her than dea l with the exploi tation that fuelled the 
People's War. the wealthy looked away. languish ing in swimming pools 
and lavish parties. This led to a tendency to search for a ·personal 
re lationship with God· that avoided dealing with Peru· s prob lems. This 
.:ncouraged a pan-congregational growth in the ·charismatic· movement 
that deve loped an inward-look ing approach to religion. encouraging 
spo ntaneous prayer. clapping. and liturgical dancing, that is interpretive 
dancing of the Lo rd' s Prayer. 

Identification o f certain sectors of the church with the ri ght wing 
c~tabli shment became blatant during the 1990 presidential elect ion 
campaig n o f Mario Vargas Liosa. The Lima head of Vargas l.iosa·s 
h cedo m Movement. Raphael Rey was an Opus Dei member. Anti­
Catholi c leaflets from ex tremis t protestant evangeli ca l groups associated 
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with the previously unknown candidate Alberto Fujimori appeared. Caleb 
Meza of the Evangelical Council said, "The Pentecostals believe Shi11i11g 
Path is a satanic phenomenon and that direct divine intervemion is near 
at hand. " t521 

APRA 's candidate Luis Alva was expected to wi n through alliance with 
left-wing parties against Mario Vargas Llosa but coup p lans were ditched 
by the triumph o f Fujimori who took 45 percent o f registered votes, 
Vargas Liosa securing 21 percent in the second round. The PCP called for 
an election boycott, abstensionism in Ayacucho, Huancavelica and 
Apurimac having doubled. 

Agustin Manti lla, Garcia's Minister of the Interior, in February 1991 
assessed the s ituation: "The greatest problem is in the political force 
which is expanding all over the co1111t1J1 and in a determined moment and 
under certain circumstances cm1 be converted or is going to convert 
necessarily imo a militmy force. Sendero 's structure is a structure 
initially political but developed, guided and directed towards a militmy 
apparatus. All cells which begin as political end up necessarily as 
militmy cells. "1531 

In May, the PCP had finally reached 'strategic equi librium ', and was the 
dominating political in fluence in about 40 percent of Peru . The death to ll 
stood at around 22,000 people. More than 55 percent of the population 
was li ving under a state of emergency, with the mil itary officially 
wielding overall local government control , excepting in Lima. An o pinion 
poll conducted in June by Apoyo, a lead ing right-wing think tank, found 
that 80 percent overall believed that the PCP would win power, and in 
September, Business Risks International, a US security consultancy, rated 
Peru to be the riskiest country in the world for investment. 

As the middle and upper classes increasing ly looked towards the option of 
a military coup, the PCP saw such a prospect as inevitable. PCP 
spokesman, Enrique, interviewed in Stockholm said, "The party has the 
capability to shut all the roads to Lima and cl// all its electricity, b11t this 
would provoke the armed forces to repress the masses before they are 
ready. If you waw to hunt a bear, you ca1111ot just shoot it in the arm or 
leg. because then it is capable of whatever wildness. You have to wait to 
get close to give it the fatal bullet. " [S4J 
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Mari:itegui was and remains one of the 
most influential Marxists in Latin 
America, upholding Marxism-Leninism 
as the 'Shining Path to revolution ' in 
Peru. The PCP emphasised the im­
portance of ' retaking Mari:itegui's 
road'. 

Mariategui understood Marxism-Leninism 
as a rupture from the opportunism of the 
Second Internationa l: 

'Marxism-Leninism. a doctrine IVhich we 
who/Iv and unreservedly adhere to in its 
philo~ophical, political and socio­
economic aspects. The methods we uphold 
are those of orthodox revolutionmJ1 social­
ism. We not only rebuke in all their forms 
the methods and tendencies of the Second 
International. but oppose them actively·. 

In applying Marxism-Le~inism to t~e con­
d itions o f Peru he recognised the existence 
of semi-colonia lism, where independence 
was only nominal with deep imperialist 
penetration (much like the Free State): 

'The economic condition of these republics 
is undoubtedly semi-colonial. and this 
characteristic of their economies tends to 
be accentuated as capitalism. and there­
fore imperialist penetration. develops. But 
the national bourgeoisies. 1Vho see cooper­
ation with imperialism as their best source 
of profits, feel themselves secure enough 
as mistresses o/poll'er not to be too great­
ly preoccupied ll'ith national sovereignty 
{. . .] The revolution for 111dependence 1s 
relativefr too near. its myths and symbols 
too a/iv; in the consciousness of the bour­
geoisie and pet~1 · bourgeoisie. The illusion 
of national sovereignty still lives on. It 
would be a serious mistake to claim that 
this social la\'er still has a sense o/remlu­
tionan • nationalism. as in those places 
1vher~ it does represent a .factor .for ami­
imperialist s1ruggle in semi-colonial coun­
tries enslaved by imperialism . .for example. 
in Asia in rece111 decades. · 

His assessment he re of the national bour­
geois ie does not di stingui sh the comprador 

bourgeoisie, though Peru had very under~~­
veloped national capital regardless. He cnll­
c ized the forms of shallow bourgeois national­
ism which d id not tru ly have an interest in 
combatting imperialism, someth ing that could 
only be achieved under proletarian leadership: 

'Without ruling out the use of any type of anti­
imperialist agitation or any action to mobili::e 
those social sectors that migh1 eventually join 
the struggle. our mission is to explain to and 
sholV 1he masses tha1 onlv the socialist revolu­
lion can sland as a deji11itive and real barrier 
to the advance of imperialism [. . .] \\le are anti 
-imperialists because ll'e are A!farxists. be­
cause ll'e are revolutionaries. because 1Ve 
oppose capitalism 11·ith socialism. an antago­
nistic system called upon to transcend ii·. 

He re there are echoes of Connolly's thesis that 
' the working class remain the incorruptible 
inheritors o(the stmggle for Irish freedom· -
the necessity that national liberation is led by 
the revolutionary proletariat. Mariategui rec­
o<>nised the same truth for the femin ist strug­
gle in 'Feminist Demands'. On the question of 
indigenous peoples Marilitegui held that their 
struggle was inextricably tied up with the 
economic. semi-feudal condition: 

'ANY TREATMENT OF THE PROBLEM of 
1he Indian- written or verbal- that fails or 
ref uses to recogni::e it as a socio-economic 
problem is bul a sterile. theoretical exercise 
destined to be complete~)' discredi1ed. [. . .] 
A !most all such treatments have served mere~1 · 
to mask or distort the reality of the problem. 
The socialist critic exposes and defines the 
problem because he looks/or its causes in the 
co111///'\' ·s economr and not in its administra­
til·e. legal. or ecc·lesiastic machine1:1-. its ra­
cial dualism or pluralism. or ifs culwral or 
moral conditions. The problem of the Indian is 
rooted in 1he land tenure system of our econo­
mr. A 111· al/empt 10 soli·e it 1ri1h administratii·e 
o;. police measures. through education or by a 
road huilding prvgrom. is s11pe1:flcial and 
secvnda!'I' as long as the feudalism of the 
gw11011al~s continues to exist. · 

The PCP took this thesis to its conclus ion. 
carrying out rad ical land redistribution during 

People's Wa r. Mariategui recognised that 
semi-feudalism emerged from the penetra­
tion of imperialism into society before 
capitalist deve lopment following bour­
geois revolution. As it served the impe~i~I­
ist powers and the nascent bourgeo1s1e. 
these feudal vestiges remained large ly 
intact. 

Like our Connolly, Mariategui is cla imed 
by a ll kinds of opportunists and distorters. 
The 'Socia list Party' here in Ireland went 
as far as to write that he he ld 'very similar 
conc lusions to those of Trotsky as worked 
out and disti lled in the theory of the per­
manent revolution. ' If only he had written 
something on th is subject! 

'Tro1skyis111 tastes of a theoretical radical­
ism that has not been condensed into con­
crete and precise formulas. On this ter­
rain. Stalin and the majority, along with 
having the responsibility for administra­
tion, have a more real sense of the possi­
bilities [. . .} The Russian revolwion is in a 
period of national organi::ation. It is not a 
ma11er. al the moment. of establishing 
socialism internationally. bw of reali=ing 
it in a nation of 130 million inhabitanls 
1rho overjlo1r 01110 two con1ine111s [. . .] It is 
logical that in this stage, the Russian revo­
lwion is represented by men who more 
deep~1 · sense its national character and 
problems. · 

Mariategui ·s assessment of semi­
feudalis~1 and semi-colonia lism remains 
highly re levant for the to iling masses of 
LAfin America and beyond. His critique of 
shallow bourgeois nationalism which only 
diverts the masses from revolution rema ins 
sage too. So-called Marxists too often fall 
fo; this trick. running cover for bureaucrat­
capitalists who bring nothing but. more 
counter-revolution. In Ireland Prov1s1onal 
Sinn Fe in exemplify this false conscious­
ness running imperialist collaboration in 
the ~ame of ~ur patriot dead. Maritlitegui ·s 
influence on the Peruvian revolution also 
cannot be understated. In Cha irman Gon­
zalo's words: 

· Unfort11na1e~r there are many rev~!utio1~­
aries out 1here who knoir lv/anateg111 s 
1hought and still fear it. a just(/ied fe~1-. 
because it is a good touch mg stone to .f111d 
out irho are genuine revolutionaries . or 
1101. That ·s the reason wh.1· they .fear 
Maricitegui. · 
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