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PREFACE

THE documents included in this volume fall roughly into four categories. There at
first of all the programmatic and theoretical statements of the Communi
International, enunciating its aims and objects and formulating general policy ¢
particular questions, such as the Comintern Statutes and the theses on the nati
and colonial question. The selection here has been fairly wide; with the exception
theses on communist work among women and young people and in co-operat
organizations, it includes all the important documents for the period covere
Secondly, there are statements on current events; here the selection represel
smaller proportion of those issued. On such questions as the Versailles treaty and
Washington conference, Comintern statements, reflecting and reinforcing tl
policies of the Soviet Government, were usually well-considered and instructiv
and most of them are given here. It was also customary for the Comintern to me
pronouncements, usually ill-informed and always repetitive, on events within tt
labour movement; only a small number of these are reproduced, since little furtt
understanding of the Comintern's operations would have been gained by includi
more of them. Letters to and resolutions on the national communist parties forr
third group. Obviously only a part of the correspondence has ever been made put
but even of that part it was impossible to include more than a few representati
items, illustrating the attitude of the central body to its affiliated sections. Most ¢
them concern the communist parties of Germany, Italy, and France, countries wh
seemed at the time to offer the most hopeful prospects for revolutionary work. T
eastern countries, where the communist movement developed somewhat later tha
Europe, will be represented in the second volume. Finally, there are docume
referring to the internal organization of the Communist International. These are fe
in number but none of importance has been omitted. It was only towards the end
the period covered by this volume that the Comintern became a tightly organiz
body, with a large staff in Moscow operating its communications and maintainin
the hierarchy of authority.

There would have been some gain from arranging the documents on these lir
but the advantages of chronological sequence seemed greater. It has not t
possible to observe this strictly, since some documents were not dated at all, wi
others were obviously wrongly dated.

This first volume ends in December 1922, that is, after the fourth world congre
of the Communist International. This was the last which Lenin attended, and the |
at which discussion was fairly uninhibited. In later
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years debates were more constrained, and the disputes within the Russ
Communist Party had marked repercussions on the Comintern. Moreover, with 1
fading of revolutionary hopes, the candour of the earlier years disappeared fre
Comintern statements as it did from the pronouncements of the Soviet Governme
For both the heroic period had come to an end; Russia had survived without the
of revolution in other countries, and had reassumed her position as a great pov
The prestige and authority of the Bolsheviks, understandably great from the outs
was now virtually unchallenged. It became more than ever true that the test o
communist hinged on his attitude to the Soviet Union, and as, with the united fro
tactics, expediency replaced a fixed revolutionary standpoint, fidelity to th
communist cause became a matter of discipline rather than principle.

The introductory remarks are intended to give briefly the context of the docume
and to bring together relevant comments on the questions at issue made at the
and subsequently by leading Comintern members. In writing them | have made
of the proceedings of the Comintern congresses, reports of meetings of t
Executive Committee of the Communist International, the files of
Kommunisticheskii Internatsional and of Internationale Presse-Korrespondenz, t
notes to the protocols of congresses of the Russian Communist Party and to Ler
collected works, and Desiat Let Kominterna. | have also drawn freely on tt
published memoirs of Angelica Balabanova, Klara Zetkin, and A. Rosmer, and ha
consulted in particular the third volume of Mr. E. H. Carr's The Bolshevik
Revolution, O. Flechtheim's history of the German Communist Party, G. Walter
history of the French Communist Party, A. Rossi's Rise of Italian Fascism, and t
studies of the Communist International by F. Borkenau, R. Fischer, and B. Lazitch

The translations have been made from the German text of the reports of the f
Comintern congresses of this period since it was the main language used,
wherever it was doubtful it has been compared with the Russian. There were m:
variations between the two, both verbal and in arrangement, but none that | h
discovered of any substance. Conflicting figures are sometimes given for the numl
of delegates attending the congresses and the meetings of the enlarged Exect
Committee.

It was customary for draft theses to be published before the opening of tl
congress; they were then debated at plenary sessions and, as a rule, referred ba
a commission for detailed discussion and amendment. The revised theses were
reintroduced, debated, and voted upon. No reports of the meetings of t
commissions were published, but the rapporteur frequently gave the congres:
summary account of their work. Voting was as a rule individual, not by delegation.
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INVITATION TO THE FIRST CONGRESS OF THE COMMUNIST
INTERNATIONAL

24 January 1919 Borba Bolshevikov, p. 113

[The foundation of a new international to replace the Second had been included
Lenin's April 1917 'theses' submitted to the central committee of the Bolshev
party, and the conference which followed resolved on 29 April 1917 that, "It is tt
task of our party, acting in a country where the revolution has started earlier than
other countries, to take the initiative in creating a third international'. A furthe
stimulus was provided by the formation in December 1918 of the Germa
Communist Party.

The decision to convene an international conference of socialist parties a
groups 'opposed to the Second International’ with the object of establishing the n
and revolutionary international was taken hurriedly, when it became known that
attempt to re-form the Second International was to be made, since this would mez
consolidation of the forces in the labour movement hostile to bolshevism. Hopes
wide representation were not entertained, since Russia was at the time virtually
off from Europe, and the difficulties of communication and travel were very grea
In the midst of civil war and intervention, and with no normal diplomatic channels :
its command, the Bolshevik leaders resorted to transmission by radio for this as
other communications to the outside world.

Angelica Balabanova, the first secretary of the Communist International, wro
that it was realized at the time that a representative international congress could
possibly be held in Russia then, but it was considered essential to have some kin
gathering to offset the meeting to be held in Berne. The invitation was drafted |
Trotsky, and approved by a small committee which included Lenin and Chicherin,
that time Commissar for Foreign Affairs; it was first published in Pravda on 2
January 1919. The lack of precision in the names of the parties and organization:
which it was addressed reflects both the confused state of labour organizations at
end of the 1914-1918 war, and the ignorance of the Bolshevik leaders abc
developments in other countries. The sighatories were all in Moscow.]

The undersigned parties and organizations consider it urgently necessary
convene the first congress of a new revolutionary international. During the war a
the revolution it became conclusively clear not only that the old socialist and soci
democratic parties, and with them the Second International, had become complet
bankrupt, not only that the half-way elements of the old social-democracy (the
called 'centre’) are incapable of positive revolutionary action, but that the outlines
a real revolutionary international are already clearly defined. The gigantic pace
the world revolution, constantly presenting new problems, the danger that tt
revolution may be throttled by the alliance of capitalist States, which are bandil
together against the revolution under the hypocritical
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banner of the 'League of Nations', the attempts of the social-traitors' parties to
together and, having 'amnestied' each other, to help their governments and tl
bourgeoisie to deceive the working classes once more; finally, the extraordinar
rich revolutionary experience already gained and the internationalization of tl
entire revolutionary movement, compel us to take the initiative in placing on tt
order of the day the convening of an international congress of revolutiona
proletarian parties.

I. AIMS AND TACTICS

In our opinion the new international should be based on the recognition of t
following propositions, put forward here as a platform and worked out on the ba:s
of the programme of the Spartakusbund in Germany and of the Communist Pa
(Bolsheviks) in Russia:

1. The present epoch is the epoch of the disintegration and collapse of the en
capitalist world system, which will drag the whole of European civilization dowr
with it if capitalism with its insoluble contradictions is not destroyed.

2. The task of the proletariat now is to seize State power immediately. Tt
seizure of State power means the destruction of the State apparatus of
bourgeoisie and the organization of a new proletarian apparatus of power.

3. This new apparatus of power should embody the dictatorship of the workir
class (and in some places also of the rural semi-proletariat, the village poor), that
it should be the instrument for the systematic suppression of the exploiting clas:
and for their expropriation. Not false bourgeois democracy—that hypocritical forr
of the rule of the financial oligarchy—with its purely formal equality, but proletariar
democracy, which gives the working masses the opportunity to make a reality
their freedom; not parliamentarianism, but self-government of these masses by tt
elected organs; not capitalist bureaucracy, but organs of administration created
the masses themselves, with the masses really taking part in the government of
country and in socialist construction—this should be the type of the proletarie
State. Its concrete form is given in the regime of the Soviets or of similar organs.

4. The dictatorship of the proletariat must be the lever for the immediat
expropriation of capital and for the abolition of private property in the means
production and their transformation into national property. The nationalization ¢
large-scale industry (nationalization being understood as the abolition of priva
ownership and transference to the ownership of the proletarian State, to come ur
the socialist management of the working class) and of its organizing centres,
banks; confiscation of the estates of the large landowners and nationalization
capitalist agricultural production; monopoly of wholesale trade, nationalization c
large
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houses in towns and on large estates; introduction of workers' management :
centralization of economic functions in the hands of agencies of the proletari
dictatorship—these are the essential problems of the day.

5. In order to safeguard the socialist revolution, to defend it against internal a
external enemies, to give aid to other national sections of the fighting proletari
etc., it is essential to disarm the bourgeoisie and their agents completely, and to :
the proletariat.

6. The world situation today demands the closest possible contact between
different sections of the revolutionary proletariat and a complete union of th
countries where the socialist revolution has already triumphed.

7. The basic methods of struggle are mass actions of the proletariat right up
open armed conflict with the political power of capital.

2. ATTITUDE TO 'SOCIALIST' PARTIES

8. The old 'International' has broken down into three main groups: the avow
social-chauvinists, who throughout the imperialist war of 1914 to 1918 supporte
their own bourgeoisie and turned the working class into executioners of tt
international revolution; the 'centre’', whose theoretical leader is Kautsky, consisti
of those elements who are always vacillating, incapable of a firm line of conduc
and at times outright treacherous; finally there is the left revolutionary wing.

9. Towards the social-chauvinists, who everywhere at critical moments come ¢
in arms against the proletarian revolution, no other attitude but unrelenting struge
is possible. As to the 'centre'—the tactics of splitting off the revolutionan
elements, and unsparing criticism and exposure of the leaders. Organizatio
separation from the centrists is at a certain stage of development absolut
essential.

10. On the other hand, it is necessary to form a bloc with those elements in t
revolutionary workers' movement who, although they did not formerly belong t
socialist parties, now stand by and large for the proletarian dictatorship in the fol
of Soviet power. Chief among these are the syndicalist elements in the worke
movement.

11. Finally it is necessary to draw in all those proletarian groups ant
organizations which, although they have not openly attached themselves to the
revolutionary tendency, nevertheless appear to be moving in this direction.

12. In concrete terms, we propose that representatives of the following parti
groups, and trends shall take part in the congress (full membership of the Th
International shall be open to those parties which stand completely on its platforr

1. The Spartakusbund (Communist Party of Germany)
2. The Communist Party (Bolsheviks) of Russia
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The Communist Party of German-Austria
The Communist Party of Hungary

The Communist Party of Poland

The Communist Party of Finland

The Communist Party of Estonia

The Communist Party of Latvia

The Communist Party of Lithuania

. The Communist Party of White Russia
. The Communist Party of the Ukraine

The revolutionary elements in the Czech Social-Democratic Party
The 'narrow' Bulgarian Social-Democratic Party (Tesniaki)

. The Rumanian Social-Democratic Party

. The left wing of the Serbian Social-Demaocratic Party
. The left Social-Democratic Party of Sweden

. The Norwegian Social-Democratic Party

. The 'Klassenkampen' group in Denmark

. The Communist Party of Holland

The revolutionary elements in the Belgian Labour Party

21 and 22. The groups and organizations within the French socialist and syndicali

23.
24.
25.
26.
27.

movement which by and large support Loriot
The left social-democrats of Switzerland
The Italian Socialist Party
The left elements in the Spanish Socialist Party
The left elements in the Portuguese Socialist Party
The left elements in the British Socialist Party (in particular the group

represented by Maclean)

28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.

35.
36.
37.
38.

39.

The Socialist Labour Party (England)

The I.W.W. (England)

The I.W. of Great Britain

The revolutionary elements among the Shop Stewards (Great Britain)

The revolutionary elements in the Irish workers' organizations

The Socialist Workers' Party of America

The left elements in the American Socialist Party (in particular the
group represented by Debs and the League for Socialist Propaganda)

The I.W.W. (America)

The I.W.W. (Australia)

The Workers' International Industrial Union (America)

Socialist groups in Tokyo and Yokohama (represented by comrade
Katayama)

The Socialist Youth International (represented by comrade Munzenberg)
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3. THE QUESTION OF ORGANIZATION AND THE NAME OF THE PARTY

13. The basis of the Third International is already provided by the existence,
various parts of Europe, of groups and organizations of like-minded comrades wh
have a common platform and by and large use the same tactical methods. Cl
among these are the Spartakists in Germany and the communist parties in m
other countries.

14. The congress must establish a common fighting organ for the purpose
maintaining permanent co-ordination and systematic leadership of the movemen
centre of the communist international, subordinating the interests of the moveme
in each country to the common interest of the international revolution. The actu
form to be taken by the organization, representation on it, etc., will be worked out
the congress.

15. The congress must assume the name of 'The first congress of the Commu
International’, and the individual parties shall become its sections. Marx and Eng
had already found the name 'social-democrat' theoretically incorrect. The shame
collapse of the social-democratic 'International’ also makes a break on this po
necessary. Finally, the kernel of the great movement is already formed by a num
of parties which have taken this name. In view of the above, we propose to
fraternal parties and organizations to discuss the question of the convening of
international communist congress. With fraternal greetings

The Central Committee of the Russian Communist PaeMI{, TROTSKY)

The foreign bureau of the Communist Workers' Party of Polandgi!)

The foreign bureau of the Communist Party of HungatypfiRANSKY)

The foreign bureau of the Communist Party of German-Austti@4p

The Russian bureau of the Central Committee of the Latvian Communist Party
(RozIN)

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of Finlaneidi\)

The Executive Committee of the Balkan Revolutionary Social-Democratic
Federation (RKOVSKY)

For the Socialist Workers' Party of Americee(RSTEIN)

THE FOUNDATION CONGRESS OF THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

[The first congress of the Communist International was held in Moscow from 2 to
March 1919. It was to have opened on 15 February, but was postponed becaus
the difficulties of travelling to Russia. It was attended by 35 delegates
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with voting powers, representing 19 parties and organizations, and by 19 delega
representing 16 organizations, with a consultative voice. Most of the delegate
Balabanova wrote later, 'had been hand-picked by the Russian central commit
from so-called communist parties in these smaller nations which had former
comprised the Russian empire ... or they were war prisoners or foreign radicals w
happened to be in Russia at the time'. Eberlein (Germany), Gruber (Austria), Stal
(Norway), Grimlund (Sweden), and Rutgers (Holland), were the only delegate
arriving from abroad especially for the meeting. Zinoviev was elected Chairma
and Balabanova and Vorovsky acted as secretaries.

The Russian Communist Party was represented by Lenin, Trotsky, Zinovie
Bukharin, and Chicherin. Stalin's name was also included but there is no eviden
either in the records of the congress or in the accounts written by participants &
observers, that he took any part in its meetings. No full stenographic record of t
proceedings was made: German was the official language of the congress.

It was decided that no voting powers were to be exercised by those who had
mandates from their organizations, or were not its accredited representati
(Sadoul, for example, spoke as 'a French officer in the ranks of the Red Army").

The conference opened without any report in the press. Reports appeared firs
6 March, after the decision had been taken that the meeting be regarded as
foundation congress of the Third International. This had been opposed from the s
by Eberlein, the German delegate, acting on instructions from his party. At
meeting on 1 March Lenin had tried to persuade Eberlein to agree to its foundati
but without success. It was then decided to consider the meeting as a prepara
conference which would draw up a platform and elect a working committee to mal
arrangements for a wider and more representative gathering.

The proceedings were opened by Lenin with a speech in which he said that
civil war had become a fact not only in Russia but in Germany, and that a practi
form had to be found to enable the revolutionary opposition in the labour moveme
to give effect to its views.

Eberlein reported on the breakaway of the Spartakusbund from the Germ
Independent Social-Democratic Party (USPD) and the formation of the Germ:
Communist Party (KPD) at the end of 1918. 'Unless all the signs are deceptive, |
German proletariat is facing the last decisive struggle. However difficult it may b
the prospects for communism are favourable.'

Zinoviev reported for the Russian Communist Party. 'We consider it one of o
primary duties to give as much material assistance as possible to the worke
movement in other countries. . . . We shall continue to regard it as our duty to he
every workers' movement that acknowledges communist principles.'

Speaking on the situation in Finland, Sirola said that it needed only a shock
bring revolutionary tension there to the pitch of explosion.

Speaking nearly four years later, at the fourth congress, Radek said that the be
in an immediate world revolution held when the International was founded wze
shared by Lloyd George and Clemenceau.

Rutgers, the Dutch delegate to the first congress, was instructed to set up a
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west European bureau of the Comintern in Holland, because of Moscow's isolatic
The bureau was established at the end of 1919 in Amsterdam.

The west European secretariat, also set up in the autumn of 1919, had its sec
Berlin and included Paul Levi among its members. It had been started by Thoma:
Bavarian, and Bronsky, a Pole who had served with the Soviet trade mission
Berlin.]

THESES ON BOURGEOIS DEMOCRACY AND PROLETARIAN
DICTATORSHIP ADOPTED BY THE FIRST COMINTERN CONGRESS

4 March 1919 Protokoll, i, p. 115

[These theses, written by Lenin, were adopted by the congress without discussion
introducing them, as in his other speeches at the congress, Lenin expressed
belief, shared by the other delegates, that the capitalist world was rapic
approaching its end, and that the working class everywhere was moving towal
revolution (he likened the shop stewards movement in England to the Soviet
Unless the proletariat seized power, the problems created by the imperialist war
its aftermath could not be solved. The chief danger lay in the attempt of tt
reformist socialist parties to hold the workers back, and win them for a policy ¢
bourgeois reconstruction and Wilsonian reforms, by appealing to their loyalty to tl
old socialist organizations, and their attachment to democratic procedures.

The main emphasis of the congress was not on the struggle against capitalism,
on the struggle against the right wing in the labour movement. Speaking three ye
later, at the June 1922 meeting of the Executive Committee of the Commun
International (ECCI), Zinoviev said: 'We were splitters when the Comintern bege
its work. At that time we could not act otherwise. We had to split the old sociali
parties, rescue the best revolutionary elements of the working class, form a rallyi
point for communist parties in every country. . . . The split was historically
necessary; it was a great step forward, a means of winning the masses.']

1. The growth of the revolutionary movement of the proletariat in all countrie:
has provoked the bourgeoisie and their agents in the workers' organizations
convulsive efforts to find theoretical arguments in defence of the rule of th
exploiters. Among these, particular emphasis is placed on the rejection
dictatorship and the defence of democracy. The falseness and hypocrisy of t
argument, repeated in a thousand forms in the capitalist press and at the Febr
1919 Berne conference of the yellow international, is however clear to anyone w
is unwilling to commit treachery to the principles of socialism.

2. In the first place, the argument uses abstract concepts of ‘democracy’ &
'dictatorship’, without specifying what class is in question. Putting the question
this way, outside or above the class standpoint, as though it were valid as
standpoint of the entire people, is downright mockery of the basic theory
socialism, namely the theory of the class struggle, which is
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still recognized in words, it is true, by the socialists who have gone over to the cal
of the bourgeoisie, but judging by their deeds is forgotten. For in no civilizel
capitalist country is there 'democracy in the abstract', there is only bourgec
democracy, and the question is one not of 'dictatorship in the abstract’, but of |
dictatorship of the oppressed class, that is, of the proletariat, over the oppressors
exploiters, that is, the bourgeoisie, in order to overcome the resistance put up by
exploiters in the effort to maintain their rule.

3. History teaches us that an oppressed class has never and can never con
power without passing through a period of dictatorship, that is, without the conque
of political power and the forcible suppression of the most desperate and frenzi
resistance, that shrinks from no crime, which is always put up by the exploiters. T
bourgeoisie, whose rule is now defended by socialists who express hostility
'dictatorship in general' and stand up body and soul for ‘democracy in general’, w
their power in the civilized countries by a series of revolts, civil wars, the forcibl
suppression of monarchical rule, of the feudal lords and slave-owners, and of th
attempts at restoration. Thousands and millions of times, in their books al
pamphlets, their congress resolutions and speeches, socialists in every country |
explained to the people the class character of these bourgeois revolutions. The
why the present defence of 'bourgeois democracy' in speeches about ‘democtre
and the present outcry against the proletarian dictatorship in the clamour ab
'dictatorship’, is an outright betrayal of socialism, objectively a going over to th
camp of the bourgeoisie, a denial of the right of the proletariat to its politice
revolution, a defence of bourgeois reformism, and this precisely at the historic
moment when bourgeois reformism has gone to pieces throughout the world &
when the war has created a revolutionary situation.

4. By recognizing the class character of bourgeois democracy, of bourgec
parliamentarianism, all socialists have articulated the ideas expressed with
greatest scientific precision by Marx and Engels when they said that even the m
democratic bourgeois republic is nothing but the instrument by which th
bourgeoisie oppress the working class, by which a handful of capitalists keeps
working masses under. There is not a single revolutionary or a single Marxist amo
those who now raise such an outcry against dictatorship and advocate democr
who has not loudly and solemnly sworn to the workers that he acknowledges tl
basic truth of socialism; but now, when ferment and movement have started amc
the revolutionary proletariat, aimed at breaking this machine of oppression a
fighting for the dictatorship of the proletariat, these traitors to socialism present tl
case as though the bourgeoisie had made a gift of 'pure democracy' to the work
as though the bourgeoisie renounced resistance and were ready to submit t
workers' majority, as though in



MARCH 1919 9

the democratic republic there were no State apparatus for the oppression of lab
by capital.

5. The Paris Commune, which everyone who wanted to be considered a socia
extolled in words, for they knew that the working masses had a great and genu
sympathy with it, proved particularly clearly the historical conditioning and limited
value of bourgeois parliamentarianism and bourgeois democracy, which are higl
progressive institutions in comparison with the Middle Ages, but which in the epoc
of proletarian revolution inevitably require to be changed from the ground up. It we
Marx himself, who placed the highest value on the historical significance of tf
Commune, who in his analysis of it demonstrated the exploiting character
bourgeois democracy and bourgeois parliamentarianism, under which the oppres
class is given the right, once in several years, to decide which deputy of t
possessing classes shall represent and betray the people in Parliament. It is r
when the Soviet movement which is seizing the entire world is carrying forwar
before all eyes the cause of the Commune, that the traitors to socialism forget
practical experience and the concrete lessons of the Paris Commune and repea
old bourgeois rubbish about 'democracy in general’. The Commune was not a par
mentary institution.

6. The significance of the Commune consists further in this, that it made &
attempt to destroy and utterly root out the bourgeois State machine, the apparatu
officials, court, army, and police, and to replace it by the self-governing mas
organization of workers without any separation of legislative and executive powel
All bourgeois democratic republics of our time, including the German, which th
traitors to socialism, making a mockery of truth, call proletarian, retain thi
bourgeois State apparatus. That proves once more, and clearly and unmistake
that the outcry in defence of 'democracy' is nothing but defence of the bourgeoi
and their privileges of exploitation.

7. 'Freedom of assembly' can be used as an example of the demand for 'p
democracy'. Every class-conscious worker who has not broken with his class gra
immediately that it would be monstrous to promise the exploiters freedom
assembly in times and situations in which they are resisting their overthrow al
defending their privileges. Neither in England in 1649, nor in France in 1793, di
the revolutionary bourgeoisie guarantee freedom of assembly to the royalists &
nobility when these summoned alien troops to the country and ‘assembled’
organize an attempt at restoration. If the bourgeoisie of today, who have long sir
become reactionary, demand that the proletariat shall guarantee in advance that
'freedom of assembly' shall be assured to the exploiters regardless of the resiste
the capitalists put up to their expropriation, the workers will only laugh at suc
bourgeois hypocrisy.
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On the other hand the workers know very well that even in the most democra
bourgeois republic ‘freedom of assembly' is an empty phrase, for the rich have
best public and private buildings at their disposal, have also enough leisure
meetings, and enjoy the protection of the bourgeois apparatus of power. T
proletariat of town and country, as well as the small peasants, that is t
overwhelming majority of the population, have neither the first nor the second n
the third. So long as this is true, 'equality’, that is, 'pure democracy', is a decepti
To win real equality, to make a reality of democracy for the workers, the exploite
must first be deprived of all public and private mansions, the workers must be giv
leisure and their freedom of assembly defended by armed workers and not by
offspring of the nobility or officers from capitalist circles in command of an
intimidated rank and file.

Only after such changes is it possible to speak of 'freedom of assembly’,
equality, without mocking the workers, the labouring people, the poor. But noboc
can bring these changes about except the vanguard of the working people,
proletariat, by overthrowing the exploiters, the bourgeoisie.

8. 'Freedom of the press' is another leading watchword of ‘pure democracy'. I
the workers know, and the socialists of all countries have admitted it a million time
that this freedom is deceptive so long as the best printing works and the bigg
paper supplies are in capitalist hands, and so long as capital retains its power ¢
the press, a power which throughout the world is expressed more clearly, sharj
and cynically, the more developed the democracy and the republican regime, as
example in America. To win real equality and real democracy for the workin
masses, for the workers and peasants, the capitalists must first be deprived of
possibility of getting writers in their service, of buying up publishing houses an
bribing newspapers. And for that it is necessary to throw off the yoke of capital,
overthrow the exploiters and to crush their resistance. The capitalists have alw:
given the name of freedom to the freedom of the rich to make profits and tt
freedom of the poor to die of hunger. The capitalists give the name of freedom of 1
press to the freedom of the rich to bribe the press, the freedom to use wealth
create and distort so-called public opinion. The defenders of 'pure democracy' rev
themselves once more as defenders of the dirty and corrupt system of the rule of
rich over the means of mass education, as deceivers of the people who with fi
sounding but thoroughly false phrases divert them from the concrete historical te
of liberating the press from capital. Real freedom and equality will be found in tk
system the communists establish, in which there will be no opportunity to get rich
the expense of others, no objective possibility of subjecting the press, directly
indirectly, to the power of money, where nothing will prevent the workers (or an
large group of
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workers) from having and employing equal rights to use the presses and pa
belonging to society.

9. The history of the 19th and 20th centuries showed us, even before the w
what this much-praised 'pure democracy' really means under capitalism. Marxi
have always maintained that the more developed, the more 'pure' democracy is,
more openly, sharply, and ruthlessly does the class struggle proceed, the m
clearly does the oppression of capital and the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie come
light. The Dreyfus affair in republican France, the bloody collisions between strikin
workers and the mercenaries armed by the capitalists in the free and democr
republic of America, these and a thousand similar facts disclose the truth which t
bourgeoisie try in vain to conceal, namely that in reality terror and a bourgeo
dictatorship rule the most democratic republic, and come openly to the surfa
whenever it seems to the exploiters that the power of capital is endangered.

10. The imperialist war of 1914-18 exposed the true character of bourgeo
democracy, once and for all, even to the backward workers, even in the fre
republics, as the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie. To enrich a group of German ¢
English millionaires and milliardaires, dozens of millions of men were killed and th
military dictatorship of the bourgeoisie established in the freest republics. Th
military dictatorship still exists in the Entente countries even after the defeat
Germany. It was the war, more than anything else, that opened the eyes of work
people, tore the false tinsel from bourgeois democracy, and revealed to the pec
the whole pit of speculation and greed for profits during the war and in connexic
with the war. The bourgeoisie waged this war in the name of freedom and equali
in the name of freedom and equality the war contractors enormously increased tt
wealth. No efforts of the yellow Berne international will succeed in concealing fror
the masses the exploiting character of bourgeois freedom, bourgeois equality,
bourgeois democracy, now finally exposed.

11. In the country of Europe where capitalism has been most highly develope
that is, in Germany, the first months of full republican freedom which followed th
downfall of imperialist Germany, showed the German worker and the entire wor
the real class-content of the bourgeois democratic republic. The murder of K:
Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg is an event of world-historical significance n
only because the best people and leaders of the truly proletarian commur
international perished tragically, but also because it finally showed up the cla
character of the leading European State, of, it can be said without exaggeration,
leading State in the world. If prisoners, that is, people who have been taken un
protection by the State power, can be murdered with impunity by officers ar
capitalists under a government of social-patriots, the democratic
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republic in which this can happen is a dictatorship of the bourgeoisie. Those w
express indignation over the murder of Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg b
do not understand this truth only demonstrate their ob-tuseness or their hypocrisy
one of the freest and most advanced republics of the world, in the German repuk
there is freedom to kill the imprisoned leaders of the proletariat and to ¢
unpunished. And it cannot be otherwise so long as capitalism remains, for t
development of democracy does not blunt but sharpens the class struggle, which
now, as a result of the war and its consequences, reached boiling-point.

All over the civilized world bolsheviks are being deported, persecuted
imprisoned; in Switzerland, one of the freest bourgeois republics, and in Americ
there are pogroms against the bolsheviks. From the standpoint of ‘democracy
general', or 'pure democracy', it is simply ludicrous that progressive, civilize
democratic countries, armed to the teeth, should fear the presence of a few do
people from backward, hungry, ruined Russia, described as savages and criminal
millions of copies of bourgeois newspapers. It is obvious that a social system whi
can give rise to such glaring contradictions is in reality a dictatorship of th
bourgeoisie.

12. In such a state of affairs the dictatorship of the proletariat is not mere
wholly justified, as a means of overwhelming the exploiters and overcoming the
resistance, but quite essential for the mass of workers as their only protection aga
the bourgeois dictatorship which led to the war and is getting ready for new wars.

The chief thing which the socialists do not understand, a failure which reflec
their intellectual shortsightedness, their dependence on bourgeois prejudices, i
political treachery to the proletariat, is that when, in capitalist society, the cla
struggle on which it rests becomes more acute, there is nothing between dictators
of the bourgeoisie and dictatorship of the proletariat. The dream of another, thi
way is the reactionary lament of the petty bourgeoisie. Proof of this can be found
the experience of more than a hundred years of bourgeois democracy and
workers' movement in all advanced countries, and particularly the experience of
last five years. The same proof is furnished by economic theory, by the ent
content of Marxism, which analyses the economic necessity of bourgea
dictatorship in every commodity economy, a dictatorship which can be abolished
none other than the class which through the development of capitalism its
develops and grows, becomes more organized and powerful, that is, by the clas:
proletarians.

13. The second theoretical and political mistake of the socialists is their failure
understand that the forms of democracy have inevitably changed in the centur
since it first appeared in the Ancient World, as one ruling class gave way to anoth
In the republics of Ancient Greece, in the medieval cities, in advanced capital
States, democracy has different
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forms and varying scope. It would be the greatest nonsense to assume that the |
profound revolution in mankind's history, the first transference of power from th
hands of the exploiting minority to the hands of the exploited majority, could tak
place within the framework of the old bourgeois parliamentary democracy, withol
the greatest changes, without the creation of new forms of democracy, ne
institutions, new conditions for their use, etc.

14. The dictatorship of the proletariat is like the dictatorship of other classes
that, like any dictatorship, it originates in the necessity of suppressing by force t
resistance of the class which is losing its political power. The fundament
difference between the proletarian dictatorship and the dictatorship of other class
that of the large landowners in the Middle Ages and that of the bourgeoisie in
civilized capitalist countries, consists in this, that while the dictatorship of the larg
landowners and the bourgeoisie forcibly suppresses the resistance of !
overwhelming majority of the population, namely the working masses, th
dictatorship of the proletariat is the forcible suppression of the resistance of t
exploiters, that is, of the minority of the population, the large landowners ar
capitalists.

From this it follows further that the dictatorship of the proletariat must inevitably
involve not only a change in the forms and institutions of democracy, but change
a kind which results in an extension of actual democratic usages, on a scale ne
before known in the world, to the working classes whom capitalism enslaved.

And in fact the forms taken by the dictatorship of the proletariat, which hav
already been worked out, that is, the Soviet power in Russia, the workers' councils
Germany, the shop stewards' committees, and other analogues of Soviet instituti
in other countries, all these make a reality of democratic rights and privileges for t
working classes, that is, for the overwhelming majority of the population; they mez
that it becomes really possible to use these rights and privileges in a way and o
scale that was never even approximately possible in the best democratic bourge
republic.

The essence of Soviet power lies in this, that the permanent and sole foundat
of the entire State power, of the entire State apparatus, is the mass organizatio
those very classes which were oppressed by the capitalists, that is, the workers
semi-proletarians (peasants who do not exploit labour and who are always forcec
sell at least part of their labour). The masses, who even in the most democr:
bourgeois republics, where in law they had equal rights, but in fact were prevent
by a thousand ways and tricks from taking part in political life and making use ¢
democratic rights and liberties, are now drawn into continuous, unhampered, &
decisive participation in the democratic administration of the State.
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15. The equality of citizens, regardless of sex, religious belief, race, nationalit
which bourgeois democracy always promised everywhere but in fact never carri
out, and could not carry out because of the rule of capitalism, has been mad
complete reality at one stroke by the Soviet regime, or the proletarian dictatorsh
for only the power of the workers, who are not interested in private property in tt
means of production and in the struggle for their distribution and redistribution,
able to do this.

16. The old democracy, that is, bourgeois democracy and parlia-mentarianis
was so organized that it was the working classes who were most alien to |
administrative machine. The Soviet power, the proletarian dictatorship, on the ott
hand, is so organized that it brings the working masses close to the administrat
machine. The merging of legislative and executive power in the Soviet organizatit
of the State serves the same purpose, as does the substitution of the production
the workshop or factory, for the territorial constituency.

17. The army was an instrument of oppression not only under the monarchy; it
still that in all bourgeois republics, even the most democratic. Only the Sovi
power, as the only established State organization of the very classes oppresset
the capitalists, is in a position to abolish the dependence of the military on t
bourgeois command and really fuse the proletariat with the military, to arm tt
proletariat and disarm the bourgeoisie, without which the victory of socialism i
impossible.

18. The Soviet organization of the State is designed to give the proletariat, as 1
class which was most concentrated and educated by capitalism, the leading role
the State. The experience of all revolutions and all movements of enslaved clas:
the experience of the world socialist movement, teaches us that only the proleta
is in a position to unite the scattered and backward strata of the working a
exploited population and carry them along.

19. Only the Soviet organization of the State is able to destroy, at one stroke a
completely, the old, that is, the bourgeois apparatus of bureaucracy and judicia
which under capitalism, even in the most democratic republics, remained and hac
remain, being in fact for the workers and the working masses the greatest obstacl
making democracy effective. The Paris Commune took the first world historical ste
in this direction, the Soviet regime the second.

20. The abolition of State power is the goal of all socialists, including and abov
all Marx. Unless this goal is reached true democracy, that is, equality and freedc
is not attainable. But only Soviet and proletarian democracy leads in fact to tf
goal, for it begins at once to prepare for the complete withering away of any kind
State by drawing the mass organizations of the working people into constant &
unrestricted participation in State administration.
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21. The complete bankruptcy of the socialists who met in Berne, the comple
absence of understanding which they showed of the new, that is, proletari
democracy, can be seen very clearly from the following. On 10 February 19:
Branting declared the international conference of the yellow international in Berr
closed. On 11 February 1919 its members in Berlin published an appeal of t
'Independents' to the proletariat in Freiheit. In this appeal the bourgeois characte
Scheidemann's government was admitted. It was reproached for wanting to abo
the workers' councils, which were called 'bearers and defenders' of the revoluti
and the proposal was made to legalize the councils, to give them statutory rights
give them the right to veto the decisions of the National Assembly and refer t
guestion at issue to a national referendum.

Such a proposal reflects the complete intellectual bankruptcy of the theoreticia
who defend democracy and have not understood its bourgeois character. -
ridiculous attempt to unite the system of councils, that is, the proletaria
dictatorship, with the National Assembly, that is, the dictatorship of the bourgeoisi
finally exposes the mental poverty of the yellow socialists and social-democrats, &
their reactionary petty-bourgeois policy, as well as their cowardly concessions to t
irresistibly growing forces of the new proletarian democracy.

22. The majority of the yellow international in Berne, who condemnec
bolshevism but did not dare, for fear of the working masses, to vote formally for
resolution on these lines, acted correctly from the class standpoint. This majority
completely at one with the Russian mensheviks and social-revolutionaries and w
the Scheidemanns in Germany. The Russian mensheviks and social-revolutionat
who complain of persecution by the bolsheviks, try to conceal the fact that th
persecution was provoked by their participation in the civil war on the side of th
bourgeoisie against the proletariat. In precisely the same way the Scheidemanns
their party in Germany took part in the civil war on the side of the bourgeoisi
against the workers.

It is therefore quite natural that the majority of those attending the yellov
international in Berne should come out in favour of condemning the bolsheviks. B
that did not represent a defence of 'pure democracy’; it was the self-defence
people who feel that in the civil war they are on the side of the bourgeoisie agail
the proletariat.

For these reasons the decision of the majority of the yellow international must
described as correct from the class point of view. But the proletariat should not fe
the truth, but look it straight in the face and draw the political conclusions whic
follow.

On the basis of these theses and having heard the reports of the delegates
various countries, the congress of the communist international



16 THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

declares that the chief tasks of the communist parties in countries where Sov
power is not yet established are:

1. To explain to the broad masses of the working class the historical meaning
the political and practical necessity of a new proletarian democracy which mu
replace bourgeois democracy and parliamentarianism.

2. To extend and build up workers' councils in all branches of industry, in th
army and navy, and also among agricultural workers and small peasants.

3. To win an assured, conscious communist majority in the councils.

RESOLUTION CONSTITUTING THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL
PASSED AT ITS FIRST CONGRESS

4 March 1919 Protokoll, i, p. 131

[Eberlein, the only German delegate at the conference, had been explicitly instruc
to oppose the formation of the Third International as premature. His party, he s:
during the discussion, was not opposed in principle, but considered that t
conference in Moscow should do no more than lay down principles and put forwa
a provisional platform, defining their goals and methods of attaining them, whic
could then be used to test the strength of the forces available in other countries
establish the foundations on which they could unite. What was missing at i
conference, he said, was the whole of western Europe. The German commun
wished to know in advance that a new international would have the forces wi
which to support the proletarian struggle. Because of the importance of the Gern
party, the Russian delegates at first agreed to regard the meeting as a prelimir
conference, although Zinoviev made it clear that they considered the time ripe.

Zinoviev, answering Eberlein's objections to the immediate establishment of
new international, asked why it should be postponed.

'‘We have a victorious proletarian revolution in a great country. We have
powerful revolution moving towards victory in two countries, and are we still to sa
that we are too weak? Our device is the international Soviet republic, and nobc
can call that Utopian. We are convinced that this is a question of the immediz
future, and are we to shrink from creating in the Third International the instrume
for creating an international Soviet republic. . . . You want communist parties to |
first established officially in all countries? You have a victorious revolution, and the
is more than any formal foundation. You have in Germany a party marching
power which in a few months will establish a proletarian government. And are w
still to delay? Nobody would understand it." The decision to transform th
conference into the foundation congress of the new international was taken after
belated arrival of the Austrian delegate, who gave an extremely optimistic accol
of the progress of revolution in central Europe. The resolution was moved |
Rakovsky, Gruber (Steinhardt), Grim-lund, and Rudniansky. It was carried, wit
Eberlein abstaining.
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Balabanova, Zinoviev, Rakovsky, Trotsky, Lenin, and Platten, in the name of t
'Zimmerwald left', declared that they regarded the Zimmerwald organizatio
dissolved, since 'all that was truly revolutionary in it' had now been taken over |
the Third International.]

The representatives of the Communist Party of German-Austria, of the le
Social-Democratic Party of Sweden, of the Social-Democratic Revolutionar
Workers' Federation of the Balkans, of the Communist Party of Hungary, move tt
the Communist International be founded.

1. The fight for the dictatorship of the proletariat requires a united, resolute
international organization of all communist elements which adopt this platform.

2. The foundation of the Communist International is the more imperative sinc
now at Berne, and possibly later elsewhere also, an attempt is being made to res
the old opportunist International and to rally to it all the confused and undecide
elements of the proletariat. It is therefore essential to make a sharp break betw
the revolutionary proletariat and the social-traitor elements.

3. If the conference now sitting in Moscow were not to found the Third
International, the impression would be created that the communist parties are no
one; this would weaken our position and increase the confusion among t
undecided elements of the proletariat in all countries.

4. To constitute the Third International is therefore an unconditional historice
imperative which must be put into effect by the international communist conferen
now sitting in Moscow.

PLATFORM OF THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL ADOPTED BY THE
FIRST CONGRESS

4 March 1919 Protokoll, i, p. 185

[The platform was drafted by Bukharin. In seconding it Eberlein, the Germa
delegate, suggested that it should be discussed by the revolutionary parties
organizations in the various countries before the new international was establish
When the decision to found the Third International was taken, the platform wi
adopted with one abstention (Norway).]

The contradictions of the capitalist world system, which lay concealed within it
womb, broke out with colossal force in a gigantic explosion, in the great imperiali
world war.

Capitalism tried to overcome its own anarchy by organizing production, instes
of numerous competing businessmen, powerful capitalist associations (syndicat
cartels, trusts) were formed; bank capital united with industrial capital; all econom
life was dominated by the finance-capitalist oligarchy, who attained sole dominic
by organizing on the
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basis of this power. Monopoly took the place of free competition. The individue
capitalist became a trust-capitalist. Insane anarchy was replaced by organization.

But while in each country the anarchy of the capitalist mode of production we
superseded by capitalist organization, the contradictions, the competitive strugc
and the anarchy in world economy grew ever sharper. The struggle between
largest organized robber States led with iron necessity to the monstrous imperia
world war. Greed for profits drove world capital to fight for new markets, new
investment openings, new raw material sources, the cheap labour power of colol
slaves. The imperialist States which divided the entire world among themselve
which had changed many millions of African, Asiatic, Australian, and Americal
proletarians and peasants into beasts of burden, had sooner or later to expose the
anarchist nature of capital in that tremendous conflict. This was the origin of tt
greatest of all crimes—the predatory world war.

Capitalism also tried to eliminate the contradictions in its social structure
Bourgeois society is a class society. In the greatest 'civilized' States capital wan
to gloss over social contradictions. At the expense of the plundered colonial peop
capital corrupted its wage slaves, created a community of interest between
exploited and the exploiters as against the oppressed colonies—the yellow, bla
and red colonial peoples—and chained the European and American working clas:
the imperialist 'fatherland'.

But the same method of steady corruption which created the patriotism of t
working class and its moral submission was changed by the war into its opposi
Physical annihilation, the complete enslavement of the proletariat, tremendo
oppression, impoverishment and deterioration, world famine—these were the fir
fruits of civil peace. It broke down. The imperialist war changed into civil war.

A new epoch is born! The epoch of the dissolution of capitalism, of its inne
disintegration. The epoch of the communist revolution of the proletariat.

The imperialist system is breaking down. Ferment in the colonies, ferment amo
the former dependent small nations, insurrections of the proletariat, victorio
proletarian revolutions in some countries, dissolution of imperialist armies, comple
incapacity of the ruling classes to continue to guide the destinies of the peoples
this is the state of affairs throughout the world today.

Humanity, whose entire civilization now lies in ruins, is threatened with complet
annihilation. There is only one force that can save it, and that is the proletariat. T
old capitalist 'order' no longer exists; it can no longer exist. The final outcome of tt
capitalist system of production is chaos. And this chaos can only be overcome by
largest class, the productive class, the working class. It must create genuine or
communist order.
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It must destroy the rule of capital, make war impossible, abolish State frontiel
change the entire world into one co-operative community, make a reality of tf
brotherhood and freedom of the peoples.

On the other side, world capital is arming for the last fight. Under the cloak of tt
'‘League of Nations', pouring out torrents of pacifist words, it is making its las
efforts to patch together again the capitalist system, which is spontaneously break
up, and to turn its forces against the steadily growing proletarian revolution. Tt
proletariat must answer this new and monstrous conspiracy of the capitalist class
conquering power, turning this power against its class enemies and using it as a le
for starting the economic revolution. The final victory of the world proletariat mean
the beginning of the real history of liberated humanity.

. THE CONQUEST OF POLITICAL POWER

The conquest of political power by the proletariat means the annihilation of tt
political power of the bourgeoisie. The bourgeoisie’s most powerful means |
exercising power is the bourgeois State machine with its bourgeois army led
bourgeois-junker officers, its police and gendarmerie, its prison governors al
judges, its priests, officials, etc. The conquest of political power means not only
change in ministry personnel, but the annihilation of the enemy's State apparatus,
conquest of real strength, the disarming of the bourgeoisie, of the counte
revolutionary officers, of the white guards, and the arming of the proletariat, of tf
revolutionary soldiery, of the red workers' guard; the dismissal of all bourgeo
judges and the establishment of proletarian courts; the abolition of the rule
reactionary State officials and the creation of new proletarian organs ¢
administration. The victory of the proletariat lies in shattering the organization of tf
enemy power and organizing proletarian power; it consists in the destruction of t
bourgeois State machine and the construction of the proletarian State machine. C
after the proletariat has won victory and broken the resistance of the bourgeoisie
it make its former enemies of use in the new order by bringing them under |
control and gradually drawing them into the work of communist construction.

2. DEMOCRACY AND DICTATORSHIP

Like all States, the proletarian State is an instrument of repression, but it
directed against the enemies of the working class. Its purpose is to break
resistance of the exploiters, who use every means at their disposal in the despe
struggle to drown the revolution in blood, to make their resistance impossible. T
dictatorship of the proletariat, which openly gives the proletariat a privilege
position in society, is however a provisional institution. As the resistance of th
bourgeoisie is broken, as they



20 THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

are expropriated, and changed gradually into a working stratum, the proletari
dictatorship disappears, the State withers away, and with the State clas
themselves.

So-called democracy, i.e. bourgeois democracy, is nothing but the concea
dictatorship of the bourgeoisie. The much praised 'general will of the people' exi:
no more than 'the people' as a whole exists. What does really exist are classes
opposed and incompatible wills. But since the bourgeoisie are a small minority th
need this fiction, this fraud of the national 'people's will', so that behind these hig
sounding words they can consolidate their rule over the working classes and imp
on them their own class will. As against this the proletariat, as the vast majority
the population, openly uses the class power of its mass organizations, its Soviets
abolish the privileges of the bourgeoisie and to ensure the transition to the classl|
communist society.

In bourgeois democracy the emphasis lies in purely formal declarations of rigt
and liberties, though for the working people, for the proletarians and semn
proletarians without any material means, these are unattainable, while t
bourgeoisie use their material resources, their press and their organizations, to cl
and deceive. As against this the Soviet system, this new type of State power,
chief weight on giving the proletariat the opportunity of making a reality of its right:
and liberties. The Soviet regime gives the best palaces, houses, printing wor
paper stocks, to the people for their press, their meetings, their unions. Only in t
way is it possible to have real proletarian democracy.

It is only on paper that bourgeois democracy with its parliamentary system giv
the masses a share in the administration of the State. In fact the masses and
organizations are completely cut off from real power and the real Stai
administration. In the Soviet system administration is through the mas
organizations, and through them the masses themselves, as the Soviets draw ¢
growing numbers of workers into the State administration; this is the only way i
which the entire working people will gradually be drawn into the State
administration. The Soviet system is thus based on the mass organizations of
proletariat, on the Soviets themselves, the revolutionary trade unions, co-operativ
etc.

By separating the legislative and executive powers, by the absence of the po
to recall parliamentary mandates, bourgeois democracy and the parliament
system widen the gulf between the masses and the State. The Soviet system, ot
contrary, with its right of recall, its merging of legislative and executive power, th
character of the Soviets as working collegia, unites the masses with the organs
administration; and the same object is promoted by the Soviet electoral syst
which is based, not on artificial territorial constituencies, but on the production unit

Thus the Soviet system brings about genuine proletarian democracy,
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democracy by and for the proletariat against the bourgeoisie. In this system f
industrial proletariat is privileged as the leading, best-organized, and politically mo
mature class, under whose hegemony the level of the semi-proletarians and the s|
peasants is gradually raised. These temporary privileges of the industrial proletal
must be used to free the poorer petty-bourgeois masses in the countryside from
influence of the large peasants and the bourgeoisie, and to organize and train tt
for co-operation in building the communist system.

3. EXPROPRIATION OF THE BOURGEOISIE AND THE SOCIALIZATION
OF PRODUCTION

In the given class relationships the dissolution of the capitalist order and
capitalist labour discipline makes it impossible to reconstruct production on ii
former basis. The workers' wage struggles, even when they are successful, do
bring the hoped-for improvement in their conditions of life, for soaring prices of a
consumption commodities make every success illusory. The condition of life of tt
workers can be improved only if the proletariat, and not the bourgeoisie, contrc
production. The pressure of the mighty wage struggles of the workers in e
countries, which clearly reflect their desperate plight, and which tend to becon
universal, makes the continuation of capitalist production impossible. To raise t
productive forces, to break as quickly as possible the resistance of the bourgeoi
which prolongs the death agony of the old society and hence threatens economic
with complete ruin, the proletarian dictatorship must expropriate the big bourgeois
and the junkers and make the means of production and exchange the comr
property of the proletarian State.

Communism is now being born out of the ruins of capitalism; history-offers n
other way out for mankind. The opportunists who put forward the Utopian demat
for the reconstruction of capitalist society in order to postpone nationalization, on
prolong the process of dissolution, which involves the danger of complete ruin. Tl
communist revolution is both the best and the only method by which the mo
important productive force—the proletariat—and with it society itself, can be
maintained.

Proletarian dictatorship does not by any means involve any sharing out of t
means of production and distribution. On the contrary; its purpose is to centrali
the forces of production even more and to subordinate production as a whole t
unified plan.

The first steps towards nationalization of the entire economy will include: Th
nationalization of the big banks, which now contrpl production; the seizure of th
economic organs of the capitalist State and their transference to the proletarian S
power; taking over all municipal undertakings, the nationalization of industrie
organized in syndicates and trusts, and of those branches of industry in which
concentration and centralization
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of capital makes this technically feasible; the nationalization of large agricultur:
estates and their transformation into socially managed agricultural undertakings.

As to small concerns, the proletariat must gradually amalgamate them by we
appropriate to their size.

In this connexion it must be expressly emphasized that small properties will n
be expropriated, and that proprietors who do not exploit any wage labour will not |
subject to any coercive measures. This stratum is to be gradually drawn into socia
organization by example, by the practical demonstration of the advantages followi
from the new regime, a regime which will liberate the small peasants and the urk
petty-bourgeoisie from the economic pressure of usury-capital and the junkers, fr
the burden of taxation (particularly by the cancellation of the public debt, etc.).

The task of the proletarian dictatorship in the economic sphere can only |
accomplished in conditions which enable the proletariat to create centralized orgz
for the management of production and to make a reality of workers' management
this work it will necessarily use those mass organizations which are most close
integrated with the production process.

In the field of distribution the proletarian dictatorship must replace trade by th
correct distribution of goods; steps towards this include the following measures: t
nationalization of wholesale businesses, the taking over by the proletariat of
bourgeois State and municipal distributive machinery, control of the large c«
operative associations, whose organization will continue to play an importa
economic part in the transition epoch; the gradual centralization of all these orge
and their transformation into a unified whole effecting a rational distribution o
goods.

In distribution, as in production, all skilled technicians and specialists are to t
used when their political resistance has been broken and they have learned to a
themselves not to capital, but to the new system of production.

The proletariat will not oppress them, but will, for the first time, give them the
opportunity of developing the most intensive creative work. The proletaria
dictatorship will replace the separation of manual and mental work, whic
capitalism encouraged, by their co-operation and in this way unite science wi
labour.

In addition to the expropriation of factories, mines, estates, etc., the proletar
must also abolish the exploitation of the population by capitalist landlords, har
large houses over to the local workers' councils, move workers into bourgec
houses, etc.

During this period of great changes the Soviet power must continue steadily
centralize the entire administrative machinery, at the same time drawing ever lar
sections of the working people into direct administration.
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4. THE ROAD TO VICTORY

The revolutionary epoch demands that the proletariat use those methods
struggle which concentrate its entire energy, namely the methods of mass act
leading logically to direct clashes with the bourgeois State machine in open strugg
All other methods, as for example the revolutionary use of bourgeois parliamen
must be subordinated to this purpose.

For success in this struggle it is necessary to break not only with the outrig
lackeys of capital and the hangmen of the communist revolution —the part play
by the right-wing social-democrats—but also with the 'centre' (Kautskyites) whicl
in the most critical moments, deserts the proletariat in order to flirt with its avowe
enemies.

On the other hand it is necessary to form a bloc with those elements in t
revolutionary workers' movement who, although they did not formerly belong to tt
socialist party, now adhere by and large to the standpoint of proletarian dictatorsl
in the form of Soviet power, e.g. certain elements in syndicalism.

The growth of the revolutionary movement in all countries, the danger that tt
alliance of capitalist States will strangle this movement, the attempts of the parti
of social traitors to unite (the formation of the 'yellow international' at Berne) i
order to perform services for Wilson's League, finally the absolute necessity of c
ordinating proletarian action— all this must lead to the foundation of a trul
revolutionary, truly proletarian, communist international.

The International, which subordinates so-called national interests to the intere
of the international revolution, will embody the mutual aid of the proletariat o
different countries, for without economic and other mutual aid the proletariat wi
not be in a position to organize the new society. On the other hand, in contrast to
yellow social-patriotic international, international proletarian communism will
support the exploited colonial peoples in their struggles against imperialism, in orc
to promote the final downfall of the imperialist world system.

On the outbreak of war the capitalist criminals maintained that they were on
defending their common fatherland. But by its bloody actions in Russia, in th
Ukraine, in Finland, German imperialism quickly revealed its true predatory natur
Now the Entente States are being unmasked before the eyes of even backward s
of the population, and they are revealed as robbers and murderers of the proleta
Together with the German bourgeoisie and social-patriots, with hypocritical worc
of peace on their lips, they are using their arms and their brutalized barbarc
colonial troops to strangle the revolution of the European proletariat. Indescribal
is the white terror of the bourgeois cannibals.
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Innumerable are its victims in the working class. The best—Liebknechi
Luxemburg—are lost.

The proletariat must defend itself, at any cost. The communist international ca
the entire world proletariat to this last fight, weapon against weapon, force agait
force.

Down with the imperialist conspiracy of capital!

Long live the international republic of proletarian Soviets!

EXTRACTS FROM THE RESOLUTION OF THE FIRST COMINTERN
CONGRESS ON THE BERNE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES OF THE
SECOND INTERNATIONAL

5 March 1919 Protokoll, i, p. 163

[This resolution was drafted by Zinoviev and passed unanimously. The Bert
conference of parties of the Second International was held from 3 to 10 Febru
1919; it was attended by 98 delegates from 26 countries. The Italian, Swiss, Serb
and Bulgarian socialist parties refused to attend because the congress was conv
by 'reactionaries’; the Belgian because the Germans had been invited. Mz
delegates—in particular the French and Austrians—were profoundly critical
official social-democratic policy. It was proposed to send a delegation to Russia,
study the political and economic situation there and report back. Permission for th
entry was given by the Soviet Government (against the opposition of some lead
Bolsheviks, who argued that if such a delegation did not condemn the revoluti
they would be condemning themselves) but the proposal fell through. The congr
elected a committee to make arrangements for the reconstitution of the Sec
International.]

As early as 1907, at the international socialist congress at Stuttgart whi
discussed questions of colonial policy and imperialist war, it was clear that mo
than half the Second International, and the majority of its leaders, held views
these questions much closer to those of the bourgeoisie than to those of Marx:
Engels. Nevertheless the Stuttgart congress accepted an amendment moved by
representatives of the revolutionary wing, N. Lenin and Rosa Luxemburg, which r:
as follows:

'If, however, a war should break out, socialists are obliged to intervene to bring
to an end as quickly as possible, and to exploit in every way the economic a
political crisis created by the war to stir up the people and so to accelerate 1
overthrow of capitalist rule. . . .'

Even at the end of July and beginning of August 1914, 24 hours before tl
outbreak of the world war, the leading organs and bodies of the Secol
International continued to condemn the approaching war as the greatest crime of
bourgeoisie. The statements issued by the leading parties of
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the Second International at that time serve as the most eloquent accusation ags
its leaders.

At the first shot in the mass slaughter, the chief parties of the Second Internatio
betrayed the working class, and each of them, on the pretext of 'defence of
fatherland', went over to the side of 'its' bourgeoisie. . . . It was at that moment tl
the Second International finally reached bankruptcy and perished. . . .

Three basic trends were already visible within the Second International. In tl
course of the war, up to the beginning of the proletarian revolution in Europe, the
outlines emerged with unmistakable clarity.

1. The social-chauvinist trend (the 'majority’ trend), whose most typice
representatives are the German social-democrats now sharing power with
German bourgeoisie, who were later to become the murderers of the leaders of
Communist International, Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg. The socia
chauvinists have now exposed themselves completely as class enemies of
proletariat, and are following the programme for ‘liquidating' the war prescribed k
the bourgeoisie: shunting the greater part of the tax burden on to the worki
masses; leaving private property untouched; leaving the army in the hands of -
bourgeoisie; dissolving the workers' councils which are springing up everywhere
leaving political power in the hands of the bourgeoisie; supporting bourgeo
democracy against socialism.

Although the communists have up to now fought vigorously against the 'majori
socialists', the workers have not yet grasped the danger threatening the internatic
proletariat from these traitors. One of the most important tasks of the internatior
proletarian revolution is to open the workers' eyes to this Judas-work of the soci
chauvinists, and with armed hand to make this counter-revolutionary party harmle

2. The 'centrist' trend (social pacifists, Kautskyites, Independents). This trel
began to be formed even before the war, chiefly in Germany. On the outbreak
war the ‘centre' nearly everywhere occupied roughly the same ground as the soc
chauvinists. The theoretical leader of the centre', Kautsky, came forward with
defence of the policy pursued by the German and French social-chauvinists. T
International was only a 'peace-time instrument'. 'Fight for peace’, 'the class strug
in peace time'—these were Kautsky's slogans. After war broke out the 'cent
insisted on 'unity’ with the social-chauvinists. After the murder of Liebknecht an
Luxemburg the 'centre' again preached the same 'unity’, that is, the unity
communist workers with the murderers of the communist leaders, Liebknecht a
Rosa Luxemburg.

Early in the war the 'centre' (Kautsky, Viktor Adler, Turati, Mac-Donald), begar
to advocate a 'reciprocal amnesty', to be valid for the leaders of the social-chauvit
parties of Germany and Austria on the one
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side, and France and England on the other. The 'centre' is still advocating t
amnesty today, after the war has ended, and thus prevents the workers getting a ¢
understanding of the causes of the breakdown of the Second International. T
centre has sent its representatives to Berne, to the international conference
compromising socialists, and has thus made it easier for the Scheidemanns
Renaudels to deceive the workers.

It is absolutely essential to split the most revolutionary elements off from th
‘centre’; this can be done only by the ruthless criticism and exposure of the 'cent
leaders. The organizational break with the 'centre' is an absolute historical neces:
It is the task of the communists in each country to determine the moment for t
break, according to the stage of development which the movement has reac
there.

3. Communists. In the Second International, where this trend put forwatr
communist-Marxist views on war and the tasks of the proletariat (the Lenir
Luxemburg resolution, Stuttgart, 1907), they remained a minority. The 'left radice
group (later the Spartakus group) in Germany, the Bolshevik party in Russia, t
Tribunists in Holland, the youth group in Sweden, the left wing of the Youtt
International in a number of countries, formed the first kernel of the ne\
international.

Faithful to the interests of the working class, this trend from the beginning of tt
war proclaimed as its slogan: Turn the imperialist war into a civil war. This tren
has now constituted itself the Third International.

The Berne socialist conference of February 1919 was an attempt to galvanize
corpse of the Second International. The composition of the Berne conference shc
clearly that the revolutionary proletariat of the world has nothing in common wit
this conference.

The victorious proletariat of Russia, the heroic proletariat of Germany, the Italic
proletariat, the communist section of the proletariat of Austria and Hungary, tt
proletariat of Switzerland, the working class of Bulgaria, Rumania, Serbia, the lef
wing workers' parties of Sweden, Norway, Finland, and the Ukraine, the Lettish a
Polish proletariat, the best part of the organized English proletariat, the You
International and the Women's International, demonstratively refused to take part
the Berne conference of social-patriots.

Of the participants, those who still have some contact with the real workel
movement of our time formed an opposition group, which, at least in the chi
question—'Appraisal of the Russian Revolution'—opposed the doings of the soci
patriots. The declaration of the French comrade Loriot, who scourged the major
of the Berne conference as servants of the bourgeoisie, represents the real opinic
all class-conscious workers throughout the world.
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On the so-called 'guilt' question the Berne conference did not escape from |
bourgeois ideological frame. The German and French social-patriots made the sé
charges against each other as the German and French bourgeoisie. The B
conference lost its way in a flood of petty details about what this or that bourgec
minister had done before the war, and refused to see that capitalism, the finan
capitalists of both coalitions, and their social-patriot lackeys, are those primari
guilty. The social-patriot majority at Berne wanted to find out who were chiefly
responsible for the war. They had only to look in a mirror, and they would hav
recognized themselves all as guilty. . . .

The most reactionary representative of the imperialist bourgeoisie, N
Clemenceau, acknowledged the service rendered to imperialist reaction by
Berne conference of social-patriots by receiving a delegation from the conferen
and suggesting that they take part in all the relevant commissions of the imperia
conference at Paris.

On the colonial question it emerged clearly that the Berne conference was at «
with those liberal-bourgeois colonial politicians who find nothing wrong in the
exploitation and enslavement of colonies by the imperialist bourgeoisie, but try
plaster it over with humanitarian and philanthropic phrases. The German soci
patriots demanded that the German colonies should continue to belong to
German Reich, that is, that German capital should continue to exploit the
colonies. The disagreements which thereupon came to light showed that the soc
patriots of the Entente have the same slave-holders' attitude, and think it qu
natural that French and English capital should continue to enslave French &
English colonies. In this the Berne conference showed that it had complete
forgotten the slogan: 'Clear out of the colonies.'

In its appraisal of the 'League of Nations' the Berne conference showed tha
was treading in the footsteps of those bourgeois elements who want to use
deceptive illusion of the so-called League of Nations to conjure away th
proletarian revolution which is advancing throughout the world. Instead of exposir
the goings-on at the Paris conference as haggling with nations and economic ar
the Berne conference seconded Paris by degrading itself into its instrument. T
obsequious attitude of the conference, which left to a bourgeois governme
conference in Paris the question of labour legislation, shows that the social-patri
were knowingly in favour of maintaining capitalist wage slavery and are ready |
let the working class be put off with petty reforms.

It was only the efforts of the opposition which defeated the attempt, inspired t
the policy of the bourgeoisie, to get the Berne conference to pass a resolution wh
would have provided a cover for any future armed intervention in Russia. Th
victory of the Berne opposition over the outspoken chauvinist elements provid
indirect proof that the proletariat of
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western Europe sympathizes with the Russian proletarian revolution and is ready
fight against the imperialist bourgeoisie.

The fear that these lackeys of the bourgeoisie feel for the inevitable extension
the workers' council movement can be seen in their anxiety to avoid spending &
time whatever on this world-historical phenomenon. The workers' councils are t
most important phenomenon since the Paris Commune. By ignoring them, the Be
conference publicly proclaimed its moral poverty and theoretical bankruptcy.

The congress of the Communist International considers the 'International’ whi
the Berne conference is trying to establish a yellow strikebreaking internation:
which is and will remain nothing but a tool of the bourgeoisie.

The congress calls on the workers of all countries to start a resolute fight agai
the yellow international and to warn the broad masses of the proletariat against 1
lying and fraudulent international.

EXTRACTS FROM THE APPEAL OF THE FIRST CONGRESS OF THE COM-
MUNIST INTERNATIONAL TO THE WORKERS OF ALL COUNTRIES

5 March 1919 Protokoll, i, p. 195

[The landing of Allied troops in Russia in the early summer of 1918 had given ris
to a series of protests and appeals by the Soviet Government.

On 18 April 1919 Chicherin, Soviet Commissar for Foreign Affairs, issued al
appeal 'to the workers of the Allied countries' to protest against the blockade
Russia, against intervention, and against support by the western governments
anti-Soviet plots in the countries bordering on Russia. ‘It is none other than yo
rulers who are keeping civil war alive among us by giving help to the brutal counte
revolutionaries and creating hunger and unemployment by the criminal blockade
Soviet Russia.'

On 20 October 1919 Chicherin addressed a warning to the German Governme
and to the governments of the European countries which had remained neutral in
war, that their agreement to the Allied request to join in the blockade would |
considered a hostile act. In the absence of any official diplomatic contacts, the
messages were sent out by radio. Statements such as the present appeal were v
used by the Soviet Government to announce and promote its policy. The Commur
International provided a useful channel. The blockade was lifted in January 1920.]

The first congress of the Third International, assembled on 5 March 1919 in t
Kremlin, expresses its grateful admiration to the Russian revolutionary proletari
and to its directing party, the Communist Party of Bolsheviks.

The great revolution, undertaken to guide socialist doctrine, so long corrupted
the opportunists, back to its original source, Marxism, the
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superhuman efforts made for nearly a year and a half to create, in the place of
old bourgeois world, a new communist social order, both in moral and intellectu
culture, as well as in the material spheres, collective or individual, of politica
economic, and social life, the help given at all times to the workers of all countrie
against their militarist and despotic governments—all this must call forth th
universal and enthusiastic approval of the working class of all countries. . . .

It is not the fault of the Soviet system or of bolshevism that this goal has not y
been reached, that the population of Central Russia are suffering from hunger :
from a growing shortage of finished products. On the contrary, it was only th
Soviet system and bolshevism which made it possible to put a complete end to
anarchy and chaos provoked by Kerensky and bourgeois democracy; they als
enabled the country to keep economic life going at its present level.

The responsibility for the crisis rests solely on the internal and external enemi
of the Soviet regime, for by sabotage, plots, and military intervention the
compelled Russia to spend a great part of its strength, its man-power, and
resources on the creation of a new army.

Despite their burning desire for peace, the entire Russian people courageot
recognized and accepted this necessity. Everybody knows with what extraordin:
success the Soviet power managed to carry out this immense task. The blame |
be put on bolshevism, but the best way of finding out whether it is to blame or n
would be for the Entente Powers to cease forcing the Soviet power to defend its
by arms.

To do that they must not only stop sending armed forces to Russia and evact
its ports; they must also refrain from exerting any pressure inside the country, th
must cease to support with money, arms, and advisers the counter-revolution
bands which without the help of the Entente would soon melt away of themselves.

Then the soldiers of the Red Army could return to their families, and the be
workers, the most devoted organizers, the most skilled engineers would be at
disposal of the Soviet power. Their activities in peaceful economic labour woul
soon yield the most substantial results.

It should not be forgotten, however, that the young Russian industry never w
able to manage without foreign assistance. The Entente is paralysing the n
economic organization by forbidding the foreign specialists, who in fact used
manage Russian industry, to return to Russia. It is hampering the equipment ¢
maintenance of the factories, the transport of raw materials and fuel; it
condemning industry to ruin and the people to unemployment by prohibiting tf
import into Russia of machinery, trucks, and locomotives. . . .

More than once the Soviet Republic has officially expressed its desire to contin
to call on the help of foreign industry and specialists; it has stated
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its readiness to pay a high price for their services, which are at the present ti
indispensable to the prosperity of Russian economic life. But the Entente, withc
even troubling to answer these proposals, is operating a strict blockade, using thre
and force against Russia and even against the Central Powers and neutral countri

The working masses of all countries must demand of their governments a genu
renunciation of any direct or indirect intervention in Soviet Russian affairs. To giv
these demands a precise form, the congress of the Third International proposes t
peoples the following programme of action.

The honour, independence, and most elementary interests of the proletariat of
countries demand that they should immediately act and use all means at tf
disposal, if necessary, revolutionary means, to give effect to the following demand

1.
2.
3.

Non-intervention by the Entente in the internal affairs of Soviet Russia.
Immediate recall of all Allied European and Asiatic troops now in Russia.
Abandonment of any direct or indirect policy of intervention, whether it
takes the form of provocation or of material and moral support for the
Russian counter-revolutionaries or the reactionary border States.
Cancellation of treaties already concluded contemplating intervention by tt
given State, by Russian counter-revolutionaries, or by countries bordering
Russia, in the internal affairs of the Soviet Republic; immediate return t
their countries of the diplomatic and military missions which the Entente
governments dispatched to north and south Russia, to Rumania, Finlat
Poland, and the Czech countries with the object of stirring up struggl
against the Soviet Republics.

. Recognition of the Soviet Government which after being eighteen months

existence is stronger and more popular than ever.

. Re-establishment of diplomatic relations, carrying with it the sending o

official representatives (socialists) to Russia and the recognition of Russi
representatives abroad.

. The admission to the peace conference of delegates of the Sov

Government as the representatives, and indeed the only representatives
the Russian people. A European peace negotiated and concluded withi
Russia would be in the highest degree unstable. It would be odious a
ridiculous to admit to the conference, in the absence of the bolsheviks,
even alongside them, as representatives of the whole of Russia or a par
Russia, those mountebanks
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forming the various regional governments artificially created by the Allies
existing only thanks to Allied support, and who, moreover, stand fol
practically nothing but a few personal aspirations and interests.
8. Cessation of the economic blockade which may soon condemn Russia
industrial ruin and hunger.
9. Resumption of trade relations and conclusion of trade agreements.
10. Dispatch to Russia of a few hundred or rather a few thousand organize
engineers, instructors, and skilled workmen, in particular metal workers, to gi\
the young socialist republic real help in the industrial field, above all in carryini
out the most important tasks, the restoration of rolling-stock and of the railway
and the organization of transport.

EXTRACTS FROM THE THESES ON THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION
AND THE POLICY OF THE ENTENTE ADOPTED BY THE FIRST
COMINTERN CONGRESS

6 March 1919 Beschlusse des ersten Kongresses, p. 53

[These theses were drafted by Obolensky-Osinsky, one of the non-voting Russ
delegates. A review of the international situation was customary at all commun
party congresses. The invitation to all de facto Russian governments to a confere
at Prinkipo, suggested by Lloyd George, was supported by President Wilson a
approved by the Council of Ten at the Paris peace conference. The Sov
Government accepted the invitation, but the conference was not held.]

The events of the world war exposed the imperialist policy of the bourgeo
‘democracies' as the militant policy of the great Powers aimed at carving up t
world and consolidating the economic and political dictatorship of finance capit:
over the exploited and oppressed masses. The killing and crippling of millions
men, the impoverishment and enslavement of the proletariat, the unparallel
enrichment of the upper strata of the bourgeoisie through war contracts, loans, €
the triumph of military reaction in all countries—all this began to destroy the
illusions of national defence, of civil peace, and of'democracy'. The ‘peace policy’
revealing the real aims of the bourgeoisie of all countries and making the exposi
final.

THE BREST-LITOVSK PEACE AND THE EXPOSURE OF GERMAN
IMPERIALISM

The Brest-Litovsk peace, and subsequently the treaty of Bucharest, revealed
predatory and reactionary character of the imperialism of the Central Powers. T
victors wrung indemnities and annexations from
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defenceless Russia. They used the right of national self-determination as cover
an annexationist policy by creating vassal States whose reactionary governme
promoted their predatory policy and suppressed the revolutionary movement of t
working masses. . . .

THE VICTORY OF THE ENTENTE AND THE ALIGNMENT OF STATES

The victory of the Entente has divided the so-called civilized countries of th
world into the following groups: the first group consists of the lords of the capitalis
world, the victorious imperialist great Powers (England, America, France, Jape
and ltaly). Opposed to them are the countries of defeated imperialism, broken
war and their structure shaken by the beginning of the proletarian revolutic
(Germany, Austria, Hungary, and their former vassals). The vassal States of
Entente Powers form the third group. It consists of the small capitalist States w
fought the war on the side of the Entente (Belgium, Serbia, Portugal, etc.), and a
of the recently created 'national' republics and buffer States (Czechoslovak
Poland, Russian counter-revolutionary republics, etc.). The position of the neut
States is approximately that of the vassal States, but they are subject to he
political and economic pressure which at times makes their position similar to th
of the defeated States. The socialist republic of Russia is a workers' and peass
State standing apart from the capitalist world and representing a tremendous so
danger for victorious imperialism, the danger that all the fruits of victory will be los
in the flood of world revolution.

ENTENTE IMPERIALISM'S 'PEACE POLICY' AND ITS SELF-EXPOSURE

The 'peace policy' of the five ruling Powers was and is, when we regard it as
whole, one of continuous self-revelation.

Notwithstanding all the talk about their ‘democratic foreign policy', it represent
the complete triumph of secret diplomacy, deciding the fate of the world b
arrangements between the agents of the financial trusts behind the backs and a
expense of the millions of workers of all countries. All important questions withou
exception are decided by the Paris committee of the five great Powers behind clo
doors, in the absence of representatives of the defeated and neutral countries,
even of the vassal States.

The speeches of Lloyd George, Clemenceau, Sonnino, etc., frankly proclaim &
justify the need for annexations and indemnities.

Regardless of lying words about the 'war for universal disarmament’, the need
further armaments and in particular for the maintenance of British sea pow
ostensibly 'to safeguard the freedom of the seas', is openly announced.
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The right of national self-determination proclaimed by the Entente is publicl
trampled under foot and for it is substituted the division of the disputed areas amc
the ruling States and their vassals.

Alsace-Lorraine has been incorporated in France without consulting i
population; Ireland, Egypt, India, have no right of national self-determination; th
Yugoslav State and the Czechoslovak Republic were established by armed fot
shameless haggling is going on about the division of European and Asiatic Turk
the distribution of the German colonies has in fact already begun, and so on.

The policy of indemnities has been pushed to the point of complete plundering
the defeated countries; they are not only presented with bills running into ma
milliards, they are not only deprived of all weapons, but the Entente countries &
also taking their locomotives, railway trucks, ships, agricultural equipment, gol
stocks, etc., and in addition the prisoners of war are to be made the slaves of
victors. Proposals for compulsory labour service for German workers are beil
discussed. The Allied Powers intend to impoverish them and make them the huni
slaves of Entente capital. . . .

Reaction is in the saddle both within the Entente countries themselves— Frar
has reverted to the worst features of Napoleon lll—as well as throughout tl
capitalist world which is under Entente influence. The Allies are strangling th
revolution in the occupied areas of Germany, in Hungary, Bulgaria, etc.; they a
inciting the bourgeois-opportunist governments of the defeated countries against
revolutionary workers by threatening the withdrawal of food supplies. The Allie:
have stated that they will sink all German ships which dare to raise the red flag
revolution; they have refused to recognize the German workers' councils; they he
abolished the eight-hour day in the occupied parts of Germany. Quite apart frc
supporting reactionary policies in the neutral States and promoting them in t
vassal States (the Paderewski regime in Poland), the Allies are inciting t
reactionary elements in these countries (Finland, Poland, Sweden, etc.) aga
revolutionary Russia and demanding the intervention of German armed forces.

CONTRADICTIONS AMONG THE ENTENTE STATES

A number of profound contradictions are appearing among the great Powers w
rule the capitalist world, despite the similarity of the basic features of thei
imperialist policy.

These contradictions are focused mainly on the peace programme of Americ
finance capital (the so-called Wilson programme). The most important points in tf
programme are: ‘freedom of the seas', 'the League of Nations', al
'internationalization of colonies'. The slogan of freedom of the seas—stripped of
hypocritical cloak—means in fact the abolition
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of the supremacy of some great Powers (primarily England) at sea and the oper
of all sea routes to American trade. The League of Nations means that the Europ
great Powers (primarily France) are refused the right of directly annexing tt
weaker States and peoples. The internationalization of colonies has the sz
significance in regard to colonial areas.

This programme derives from the fact that American capital. . . has no possibili
of making direct annexations in Europe and therefore contemplates the exploitat
of weak States and peoples by means of trade and capital investment. ... In the f
of economic exploitation highly-developed American finance capital will win
hegemony and thus be able to secure for itself world economic and politic
supremacy.

The ‘freedom of the seas' is in most acute conflict with the interests of Englal
and Japan, and partly also of Italy (in the Adriatic). The 'League of Nations' and t
'internationalization of colonies' are most emphatically in conflict with the interest
of France and Japan, and to a lesser extent with the interests of all other imperié
Powers. Imperialist France, where industrial development is weak and the forces
production have been completely shattered by the war, is resorting to the m
desperate means to maintain the capitalist regime; these include the savage sp
tion of Germany, the subjection and predatory exploitation of the vassal Stat
(proposals for a Danubian federation, for a South Slav State), and the squeezing
by force of the debts incurred by Russian Tsarism to the French Shylock. . . .

While the interests of the great Powers conflict with those of America, they als
conflict with one another. England fears a strengthening of France on the contine
in Asia Minor and Africa its interests are incompatible with French interests. Italy
interests in the Balkan peninsula and the Tyrol are in conflict with French interes
Japan disputes the Pacific islands with English Australia, etc.

GROUPS AND TRENDS WITHIN THE ENTENTE

These contradictions among the great Powers lead to various combinations wit
the Entente; the two principal combinations which have emerged are the Fren
English-Japanese combination, directed against America and Italy, and the Ang
American, which is opposed to the other great Powers. . . .

The Anglo-American bloc is opposed to French priority in the spoliation o
Germany and to its excessive intensity. It places certain limitations on tf
exaggerated annexationist demands of France, Italy, and Japan. It prevents the ne
formed vassal States from being directly subjected to them. In the Russian ques
the Anglo-American combination is more peacefully inclined; it wants a free hand
complete the partition of the
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world, to strangle the European revolution, and then to turn to the suppression of
Russian revolution.

These two combinations of Powers correspond to two trends, one the extre
annexationist, the other the more moderate; the Wilson-Lloyd George combinati
supports the latter.

THE 'LEAGUE OF NATIONS'

Faced by the irreconcilable contradictions which have made their appearar
within the Entente itself, the League of Nations—if it should come into forma
existence—will only play the part of a Holy Alliance of the capitalists to suppres
the workers' revolution. Propaganda for the 'League of Nations' is the best way
introducing confusion into the revolutionary consciousness of the working clas
Instead of the slogan of an international union of revolutionary workers' republic
the slogan of an international association of sham democracies is put forward, to
attained by class collaboration between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie.

The 'League of Nations' is a delusive slogan by means of which the soci
traitors, acting on behalf of international capital, split the forces of the proletari
and promote the imperialist counter-revolution.

The revolutionary proletariat of all countries of the world must wage ar
irreconcilable struggle against the idea of the Wilsonian 'League of Nations' al
protest against entry into this League of robbery, of exploitation, and of imperiali
counter-revolution.

FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC POLICY IN THE DEFEATED COUNTRIES

The crushing military defeat and the internal collapse of Austrian and Germz
imperialism brought bourgeois-social-opportunist regimes to power in the fir
period of the revolution in the Central States. Behind the shield of democracy a
socialism the German social-traitors are defending and restoring the economic r
and the political dictatorship of the bourgeoisie. In their foreign policy they ar
trying to re-establish German imperialism by demanding the return of the coloni
and the admission of Germany to the predatory League of Nations. ... At the sa
time the bourgeois-social-opportunist Government is undermining the internatior
solidarity of the proletariat and separating the German workers from their broth
workers, by carrying out the counter-revolutionary instructions of the Allies, an
particularly, in order to please the Entente, by inciting the German workers agail
the Russian workers' revolution. The policy of the bourgeoisie and the soci
opportunists in Austria and Hungary repeats, in an attenuated form, the policy of 1
bourgeois-opportunist bloc in Germany.
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THE VASSAL STATES OF THE ENTENTE

In the vassal States and the republics newly created by the Entente (the Cze
the South Slavs, and also Poland, Finland, etc.) Entente policy, relying on the ruli
classes and the social nationalists, is designed to create centres for a nati
counter-revolutionary movement. This movement is to be directed against tl
defeated countries, to keep the forces of the newly arisen States in equilibrium &
subordinate them to the Entente, to obstruct the revolutionary movemer
developing within the new 'national’ republics, and finally to supply white guards fc
the struggle against the international, in particular the Russian revolution.

As to Belgium, Portugal, Greece, and other small countries allied with th
Entente, their policy is wholly determined by the policy of the big robbers, to whor
they are completely subject and whose help they solicit in getting their minc
annexations and war indemnities. . . .

THE ENTENTE AND SOVIET RUSSIA

The predatory, misanthropic, and reactionary character of Entente imperialism
most clearly shown in relation to Soviet Russia. From the beginning of th
November revolution the Entente Powers took the side of the counter-revolutione
parties and governments of Russia. With the help of bourgeois counte
revolutionaries they annexed Siberia, the Urals, the shores of European Russia,
Caucasus, and part of Turkestan. From the annexed areas they stole raw mate
(timber, oil, manganese, etc.). With the help of bands of Czechoslovak mercenat
they seized the gold reserve of the Russian empire. Working under the Engl
diplomat Lock-hart, English and French spies plotted to blow up bridges, destr
railways, and hamper the movement of food supplies. With money and arms t
Entente supported the reactionary generals Denikin, Kolchak, and Krasnov, w
hanged and shot thousands of workers in Rostov, Yusovka, Novorossiisk, Om
etc. Through the mouth of Clemenceau and Pichon the Entente openly proclain
the principle of 'economic encirclement’, that is, of starving out and annihilating tt
republic of revolutionary workers and peasants, and promised 'technical assistal
to the bands of Denikin, Kolchak, and Krasnov. The Entente has rejected t
repeated peace offers of the Soviet Government.

On 23 January 1919 the Entente Powers, among whom the more moder
tendency was at the time growing stronger, addressed a proposal to all Rus:s
governments to send representatives to Prinkipo. This proposal undoubtedly had
element of provocation in it, in regard to the Soviet Government. But although tt
Entente received an affirmative answer from the Soviet Government on 4 Februs
in which the latter even stated its readiness to discuss annexations, indemnities,
concessions,
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in order to free the Russian workers and peasants from the war forced on them
the Entente, the Entente made no reply even to this Soviet Russian peace offer.

This confirms that the annexationist-reactionary tendencies in the ranks of t
Entente imperialists have a sure hold. They threaten the socialist republic w
further annexations and counter-revolutionary attacks.

In this the Entente 'peace policy' conclusively reveals to the internation
proletariat the nature of Entente imperialism in general. At the same time it shoy
that the imperialist governments are incapable of concluding a ‘just’ or a 'just a
lasting' peace, and that finance capital is unable to restore the destroyed econa
The continued rule of finance capital would lead either to the complete destructi
of civilized society, or to greater exploitation, to further enslavement, politica
reaction, and armaments, and finally to new destructive wars.

RESOLUTION OF THE FIRST COMINTERN CONGRESS ON THE
ORGANIZATION OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE
COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

6 March 1919 Protokoll, i, p. 200

[Moscow was the obvious choice for the headquarters of the new organizatic
between congresses, the Executive Committee was to act in its name. It is clear fi
speeches and articles by the Russian leaders at this time that they had every |
and intention of transferring the seat of the Executive to a western capital on
conditions were favourable to such a move.

In moving the resolution Platten said the Executive would have the right to mo
its headquarters to another country. The Russian comrades would have to take
provisionally, because of the time that must elapse before the delegates repo
back to their national parties and got representatives delegated to the ECCI.]

In order to start work without delay, the congress shall now elect the necess:
bodies, believing that the definitive constitution of the Communist Internatione
should be decided at the next congress, on the report of the bureau.

The conduct of the business of the Communist International is entrusted to
Executive Committee. This shall be composed of one representative from each
the most important countries. The parties of the following countries sha
immediately delegate their representatives to the first Executive Committee:

Russia
Germany
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German-Austria
Hungary

The Balkan federation
Switzerland
Scandinavia

Parties of other countries which proclaim their adherence to the Communi
International before the second congress shall have a seat on the Execu
Committee.

Until the arrival of these representatives from abroad the comrades of the coun
where the Executive Committee has its seat shall take over the work.

The Executive Committee shall elect a bureau of five persons.

MANIFESTO OF THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL TO THE
PROLETARIAT OF THE ENTIRE WORLD

6 March 1919 Beschlusse des ersten Kongresses, p. 3

[The manifesto was written by Trotsky, and adopted unanimously by the congress
its last session.]

Seventy-two years have passed since the Communist Party announced
programme to the world in the form of a Manifesto written by the greatest teache
of the proletarian revolution, Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels. Even at that tim
communism, which had barely entered the arena of struggle, was beset by
baiting, lies, hatred, and persecution of the possessing classes, who rightly sense
it their mortal enemy. In the course of those seven decades communism develo
along complex paths, periods of stormy advance alternating with periods of declir
it has known successes, but also severe defeats. But essentially the mover
proceeded along the path indicated in advance by the Manifesto of the Commur
Party. The epoch of final, decisive struggle came later than the apostles of so
revolution had expected and hoped. But it has come. We communists, t
representatives of the revolutionary proletariat of various countries of Europ
America, and Asia, who have gathered in Soviet Moscow, feel and consid
ourselves to be the heirs and executors of the cause whose programme |
announced 72 years ago. Our task is to generalize the revolutionary experience
the working class, to cleanse the movement of the disintegrating admixtures
opportunism and social-patriotism, to mobilize the forces of all genuinel
revolutionary parties of the world proletariat and thereby facilitate and hasten tl
victory of the communist revolution throughout the world.
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Today, when Europe is covered with debris and smoking ruins, the most infama
incendiarists are busy seeking out the criminals responsible for the war. Behind th
stand their professors, members of parliament, journalists, social-patriots, and ot
political pimps of the bourgeoisie.

For many years socialism predicted the inevitability of imperialist war, seeing i
causes in the insatiable greed of the possessing classes of the two chief camps
in general, of all capitalist countries. At the Basle congress, two years before t
outbreak of war, responsible socialist leaders of all countries branded imperialism
originator of the impending war, and threatened the bourgeoisie with sociali
revolution as the proletarian retribution for the crimes of militarism. Today, after th
experience of the last five years, after history has laid bare the predatory appetite
Germany, and the no less criminal acts of the Entente, the State-socialists of
Entente countries continue together with their governments to expose t
overthrown German Kaiser. On top of this, the German social-patriots who |
August 1914 proclaimed the Hohenzollern diplomatic White Book to be the mo
sacred gospel of the peoples, are now, like vile toadies, following in the footsteps
the Entente socialists and accusing the overthrown German monarchy, which tt
had once slavishly served, as the chief criminal. They hope in this way that thi
own guilt will be forgotten and at the same time to earn the goodwill of the victor:
But the light cast by unfolding events and diplomatic revelations shows up, alon
side the toppled dynasties of the Romanovs, the Hohenzollerns, and the Habsbu
and the capitalist cliques of their countries, the ruling classes of France, Englal
Italy, and the United States in all their boundless infamy.

English diplomacy did not raise its veil of secrecy up to the very moment whe
war broke out. The government of the financiers took care to make no unambiguc
statement of its intention of entering the war on the side of the Entente in order 1
to frighten the Berlin Government. In London they wanted war. That is why the
behaved in such a way that Berlin and Vienna counted on England's neutrali
while Paris and Petrograd relied firmly on England's intervention.

Matured by the entire course of events over decades, the war was unleas
through the direct and deliberate provocation of Great Britain. The Englis
Government calculated on extending just enough aid to Russia and France to k
them going until, themselves exhausted, England's mortal enemy, Germany, v
also crippled. But the power of the German military machine proved too formidab
and demanded of England not token but actual intervention in the war. The role
tertius gaudens to which Great Britain, following ancient tradition, aspired, fell t
the United States. The Washington Government reconciled itself the more easily
the English blockade, which unilaterally restricted American
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stock exchange speculation in European blood, since the countries of the Ente
compensated the American bourgeoisie with fat profits for violations o
‘international law'. But Germany's enormous military superiority compelled th
Washington Government to abandon its fictitious neutrality. In relation to Europe
a whole, the United States assumed the role which England had taken in relatiot
the continent in previous wars and tried to take in the last war, namely: weakeni
one camp by helping the other, intervening in military operations only so far as
secure for itself all the advantages of the situation. According to American standal
of gambling, Wilson's stake was not very high, but it was the final stake, and
secured him the prize.

The war has made mankind aware of the contradictions of the capitalist systen
the shape of primitive sufferings, hunger and cold, epidemics, and moral savage
This has settled once and for all the academic controversy within the social
movement over the theory of impoverishment and the gradual undermining
capitalism by socialism. Statisticians and pedants of the theory that contradictic
were being smoothed out have for decades been trying to dig out from every cor
of the globe real or alleged facts testifying to the greater well-being of variol
groups and categories of the working class. It was assumed that the theory
impoverishment had been buried to the accompaniment of contemptuous jeers fr
the eunuchs of bourgeois professordom and the mandarins of socialist opportuni
Today this impoverishment, no longer only of a social kind, but also physiologic:
and biological, confronts us in all its shocking reality.

The catastrophe of the imperialist war has swept away all the gains of the tre
union and parliamentary struggle. For this war itself was just as much a product
the inherent tendencies of capitalism as were those economic agreements
parliamentary compromises which the war buried in blood and mud.

Finance capital, which plunged mankind into the abyss of war, has itself suffer
catastrophic changes in the course of the war. The relation between paper mo
and the material foundation of production has been completely disrupted. Steac
losing significance as the means and regulator of capitalist commodity circulatio
paper money has become an instrument of requisition, of robbery, and of militar
economic violence in general. The complete debasement of paper money reflects
general mortal crisis of capitalist commodity exchange. In the decades preceding
war, free competition, as the regulator of production and distribution, had alrea
been supplanted in the major fields of economic life by the system of trusts a
monopolies; but the course of events during the war tore this role from the hands
these economic associations and transferred it directly to the military State pow
The distribution of raw
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materials, the utilization of Baku or Rumanian oil, of Donetz coal and Ukrainia
wheat, the fate of German locomotives, trucks, and automobiles, the provisioning
starving Europe with bread and meat—all these fundamental questions of t
world's economic life are being settled not by free competition, nor by associatio
of national and international trusts and consortiums, but by the direct application
military power in the interests of its continued preservation. If the complet
subjection of State power to the power of finance capital led mankind into tt
imperialist shambles, then through this mass slaughter finance capital h
completely militarized not only the State but also itself, and it is no longer capab
of fulfilling its cardinal economic functions otherwise than by means of blood an
iron.

The opportunists, who before the world war appealed to the workers to pract
moderation for the sake of the gradual transition to socialism, and who during t
war demanded class docility in the name of civil peace and national defence,
now again demanding self-denial of the proletariat in order to overcome the frightf
consequences of the war. If this sermon were to be obeyed by the working mas:
capitalist development would celebrate its restoration in new, more concentrated ¢
more monstrous forms on the bones of many generations, with the prospect of a 1
and inevitable world war. Fortunately for mankind this is no longer possible.

State control of economic life, which capitalist liberalism resisted so strongly, he
become a fact. There is no return to free competition, nor even to the domination
trusts, syndicates, and other economic monsters. There is only one question: V
shall henceforth take charge of nationalized production—the imperialist State or t
State of the victorious proletariat?

In other words: Shall all toiling mankind become the bond slaves of a victoriot
world clique who, under the name of the League of Nations and aided by
'international’ army and ‘international' navy, will plunder and strangle in one plac
and cast crumbs elsewhere, while everywhere shackling the proletariat, with the s
object of maintaining their own rule; or shall the working class of Europe and of tf
advanced countries in other parts of the world themselves take in hand the disrur
and ruined economy in order to assure its reconstruction on socialist foundations?

It is possible to shorten the present epoch of crisis only by means of tl
proletarian dictatorship which does not look back to the past, which respects neitl
hereditary privileges nor property rights, but takes as its starting-point the need
saving the starving masses and to this end mobilizes all forces and resourt
introduces universal labour conscription, establishes the regime of labour disciplir
in order in the course of a few years not only to heal the gaping wounds inflicted |
war but also to raise mankind to new and unimagined heights.
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The national State, which imparted a mighty impulse to capitalist developmer
has become too narrow for the further development of productive forces. This mal
still more untenable the position of the small States hemmed in by the major Pow
of Europe and other continents. These small States, which arose at different time:
fragments chipped from larger ones, as small change in payment for various servi
rendered, or as strategic buffers, have their own dynasties, their own ruling cliqu
their own imperialist pretensions, their own diplomatic intrigues. Their illusory
independence rested, before the war, on the same foundations as the Euroy
balance of power—the uninterrupted antagonism between the two imperialist cam
The war has disrupted this equilibrium. By giving an enormous preponderance
Germany in its early stages, the war forced the small States to seek salvation in
magnanimity of German militarism. When Germany was defeated, the bourgeois
of the small States, together with their patriotic 'socialists’, turned to the victoriol
Allied imperialists and began to seek guarantees for their continued independ
existence in the hypocritical provisions of the Wilsonian programme. At the san
time the number of small States increased; out of the Austro-Hungarian monarc
out of parts of the former Tsarist empire, new State entities have been carved, wt
were no sooner born than they sprang at one another's throats over the questic
State frontiers. Meanwhile the Allied imperialists are constructing combinations
small Powers, both old and new, bound to themselves by the pledge of mut
hatreds and common impotence.

While oppressing and coercing the small and weak peoples, condemning then
hunger and degradation, the Allied imperialists, like the imperialists of the Centr
Powers a short while ago, do not stop talking about the right of national sel
determination, which is today trampled underfoot in Europe as in all other parts
the world.

The small peoples can be assured the opportunity of a free existence only by
proletarian revolution, which will liberate the productive forces of all countries fron
the constraint of the national State, unite the peoples in closest econon
collaboration on the basis of a common economic plan, and afford even the small
and weakest people the opportunity of conducting their national cultural affail
freely and independently, without detriment to the unified and centralized Europe
and world economy.

The last war, which was not least a war for colonies, was at the same time a \
fought with the help of colonies. The colonial populations were drawn into th
European war on an unprecedented scale. Indians, Negroes, Arabs,
Madagascans fought on the European continent— for what? For their right to rem:
the slaves of England and France. Never before has the infamy of capitalist rule b
shown up so clearly;
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never before has the problem of colonial slavery been posed so sharply as it is toc

Consequently there has been a series of open insurrections, revolutionary ferm
in all the colonies. In Europe itself Ireland reminded us by bloody street battles tt
it still remains and still feels itself an enslaved country. In Madagascar, Annam, a
other countries the troops of the bourgeois republic had more than one revolt
colonial slaves to suppress during the war. In India the revolutionary movement t
not subsided for a single day, and has lately led to the greatest workers' strike
Asia, which the British Government met by ordering its armoured cars into action
Bombay.

Thus the colonial question in its fullest extent has been placed on the agenda,
only on the order papers of the diplomats in congress in Paris, but also in t
colonies themselves. Wilson's programme, at its best, is meant only to change
commercial label of colonial slavery. The emancipation of the colonies is possib
only in conjunction with the emancipation of the metropolitan working class. Th
workers and peasants not only of Annam, Algiers, and Bengal, but also of Per
and Armenia, will gain their opportunity of independent existence only when th
workers of England and France have overthrown Lloyd George and Clemence
and taken State power into their own hands. Even now the struggle in the mc
developed colonies is more than the struggle for national liberation; it is assumi
an explicitly social character. If capitalist Europe forcibly dragged the backwar
sections of the world into the capitalist whirlpool, then socialist Europe will come t
the aid of liberated colonies with its technology, its organization, its spiritual force
in order to facilitate their transition to a planned and organized socialist economy.

Colonial slaves of Africa and Asia!l The hour of proletarian dictatorship ir
Europe will also be the hour of your own liberation!

The entire bourgeois world accuses the communists of abolishing freedom a
political democracy. That is not true. Having taken power, the proletariat mere
asserts the utter impossibility of employing the methods of bourgeois democrax
and creates the conditions and forms of a new and higher workers' democracy. -
whole course of capitalist development, especially during its final imperialist epoc
has undermined political democracy not only by splitting nations into twc
irreconcilable classes, but also by condemning the numerous petty-bourgeois
semi-proletarian strata, as well as the lowest strata of the proletariat, to perman
economic deprivation and political impotence.

In those countries where history provided the opportunity, the working clas
utilized the regime of political democracy in order to organize the fight again:
capital. The same thing will happen in those countries where
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conditions for the workers' revolution have not yet matured. But the broa
intermediate strata in the countryside as well as the town are being hampered
capitalism, and are behindhand in their historical development. The peasant
Baden and Bavaria who still cannot see beyond the spire of his village church,
small French wine producer who is being ruined by the large-scale capitalists w
adulterate wine, and the small American farmer fleeced and cheated by bankers
Congressmen—all these social strata, thrust by capitalism out of the main strearn
development, are ostensibly called on, under the regime of political democracy,
run the State. But in reality, on all the important questions which determine tt
destinies of the peoples, the financial oligarchy make the decision behind the be
of parliamentary democracy. That was true above all on the question of war; it
true now on the question of peace.

When the financial oligarchy think it advisable to get parliamentary cover fo
their acts of violence, the bourgeois State has at its disposal for this purpose all
manifold instruments inherited from centuries of class rule and multiplied by all th
miracles of capitalist technology—lies, demagogy, baiting, calumny, bribery, ar
terror.

To demand of the proletariat that like meek lambs they comply with th
requirements of bourgeois democracy in the final life-and-death struggle wil
capitalism is like asking a man fighting for his life against cut-throats to observe tl
artificial and restrictive rules of French wrestling, drawn up but not observed by h
enemy.

In this realm of destruction, where not only the means of production an
exchange but also the institutions of political democracy lie in bloody ruins, th
proletariat must create its own apparatus, designed first and foremost to bi
together the working class and to ensure the possibility of its revolutional
intervention in the further development of mankind. This apparatus is the worke
Soviets. The old parties, the old trade unions, have in the persons of their leac
proved incapable of carrying out, even of understanding, the tasks presented by
new epoch. The proletariat has created a new kind of apparatus, which embraces
entire working class regardless of occupation or political maturity; a flexible
apparatus capable of continual renewal and extension, of drawing broader &
broader strata into its orbit, opening its doors to the working people in town ar
country who stand close to the proletariat. This irreplaceable organization
working-class self-government, of its struggle, and later of its conquest of Stz
power, has been tested in the experience of various countries and represents
greatest achievement and mightiest weapon of the proletariat of our time.

In all countries where the masses have wakened to consciousness, Soviet:
workers', soldiers', and peasants' deputies will continue to be built. To strengthen
Soviets, to raise their authority, to put them up in
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opposition to the State apparatus of the bourgeoisie—this is today the mq
important task of the class-conscious and honest workers of all countries. Throu
the Soviets the working class can save itself from the disintegration introduced ir
its midst by the hellish sufferings of war and of hunger, by the violence of th
possessing classes and by the treachery of its former leaders. Through the Soy
the working class will be able most surely and easily to come to power in all tho
countries where the Soviets are able to rally the majority of the working peopl
Through the Soviets the working class, having conquered power, will manage
spheres of economic and cultural life, as is the case at present in Russia.

The collapse of the imperialist State, from the Tsarist to the most democratic,
proceeding simultaneously with the collapse of the imperialist military system. Tt
multimillioned armies mobilized by imperialism could stand firm only so long as the
proletariat remained obediently under the yoke of the bourgeoisie. The breakdo
of national unity means also an inevitable breakdown of the army. This is wh
happened first in Russia, then in Austria-Hungary and Germany. The same thi
may be expected to occur in other imperialist States. The revolt of the peas:
against the landlord, of the worker against the capitalist, and of both against t
monarchical or democratic bureaucracy, inevitably brings in its train the revolt ¢
soldiers against the army command, and subsequently a sharp split between
proletarian and bourgeois elements of the army. The imperialist war, which pitte
one nation against another, has passed and is passing over into civil war which
one class against another.

The outcry of the bourgeois world against civil war and red terror is the mo:
monstrous hypocrisy yet known in the history of political struggle. There would b
no civil war if the clique of exploiters who have brought mankind to the very brinl
of ruin had not resisted every forward step of the working masses, if they had r
instigated conspiracies and assassinations, and summoned armed assistance
without in order to maintain or restore their thievish privileges.

Civil war is forced on the working class by its arch-enemies. Unless it renounc
itself and its own future, which is also the future of all mankind, the working clas
must give blow for blow. The communist parties, which never conjure up civil wa
artificially, try to shorten it as much as possible whenever with iron necessity it do
break out, to reduce to a minimum the number of victims and, above all, to asst
victory to the proletariat. Hence arises the necessity of disarming the bourgeoisie
time, of arming the workers, of creating a communist army to defend the proletari
power and the inviolability of its socialist construction. Such is the Red Army o
Soviet Russia which arose to defend the conquests of the working class agains
attacks from within and without. The Soviet Army is inseparable from the Sovie
State.
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Conscious of the world-historical character of their tasks, the enlightene
workers, from the very beginning of their organized socialist movement, strove f
association on an international scale. The foundation stone was laid in London
1864 in the shape of the First International. The Franco-Prussian war, from whi
the Germany of the Hohenzollerns emerged, undermined the First Internation
while at the same time it gave an impetus to the development of national worke
parties. In 1889 these parties came together at a congress in Paris and create
organization of the Second International. But the centre of gravity of the workel
movement during this period remained wholly on national soil, wholly within the
framework of national States, founded upon national industry and confined with
the sphere of national parliamentarianism. Decades of reformist organizatior
activity created a generation of leaders the majority of whom recognized in wor
the programme of social revolution but denied it by their actions; they were bogg
down in reformism and in adaptation to the bourgeois State. The opportun
character of the leading parties of the Second International was finally revealed, ¢
it led to the greatest collapse in world history at a moment when the march of eve
demanded revolutionary methods of struggle from the working-class parties. If tl
war of 1870 dealt a blow to the First International, disclosing that there was as \
no resolute mass power behind its social-revolutionary programme, then the war
1914 killed the Second International, disclosing that the working masses, thou
welded together, were dominated by parties which had become transformed i
subsidiary organs of the bourgeois State!

This applies not only to the social-patriots who have today gone over openly
the camp of the bourgeoisie, who have become their favourite agents and the n
reliable hangmen of the working class; it also applies to the amorphous, unsta
socialist centre, which is now trying to reestablish the Second International, that
to re-establish the narrowness, the opportunism, and the revolutionary impotence
its leading elites. The Independent Party of Germany, the present majority of t
Socialist Party of France, the Menshevik group of Russia, the Independent Lab
Party of England, and other such groups are actually trying to fill the place occupi
before the war by the old official parties of the Second International by comin
forward, as before, with ideas of compromise and unity, using all the means at th
disposal to paralyse the energy of the proletariat, to prolong the crisis, and tt
make Europe's calamities even greater. The struggle against the socialist centr
the indispensable premiss for the successful struggle against imperialism.

In rejecting the timidity, the lies, and the corruption of the obsolete officia
socialist parties, we communists, united in the Third International, consider that \
are carrying on in direct succession the heroic endeavours
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and martyrdom of a long line of revolutionary generations from Babeuf to Ka
Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg.

If the First International predicted the future course of development and indicat
the roads it would take, if the Second International rallied and organized millions
proletarians, then the Third International is the International of open mass strugg
the International of revolutionary realization, the International of action.

The bourgeois world order has been sufficiently lashed by socialist criticism. Tt
task of the international communist party consists in overthrowing that order al
erecting in its place the edifice of the socialist order.

We summon the working men and women of all countries to unite under tt
communist banner under which the first great victories have already been won.

Proletarians of all countries! In the struggle against imperialist savagery, agait
monarchy, against the privileged estates, against the bourgeois State and bourg
property, against all kinds and forms of social and national oppression—Unite!

Under the banner of workers' Soviets, under the banner of revolutionary strug
for power and the dictatorship of the proletariat, under the banner of the Thi
International—proletarians of all countries, unite! Signed in Moscow, 6 March 191
by:

Max ALBERT[Hugo Eberlein] for Germany

N. LENIN for Russia

K. GRUBERfor German Austria

A. RUDNIANSKY for Hungary

OTTO GRIMLUND for Sweden

FRITZ PLATTEN for Switzerland

B. REINSTEINfor the United States

C. RAKOVSKY for the Balkan Federation

J. INSCHLICHT (Turovsky) for Poland
YRJOSIROLA for Finland

SKRYPNIK for the Ukraine

K. GalLs for Latvia

HANS POGELMANN for Estonia

HAIKUNI for Armenia

G. KLINGER For the Volga German colonists
ZHALYMOV for the Eastern peoples of Russia
HENRIGUILBEAUX for the French Zimmerwald left
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MANIFESTO OF THE ECCITO THE WORKERS AND
SOLDIERS OF ALL COUNTRIES ON THE HUNGARIAN
REVOLUTION

28 March1919 Beschlusse des ersten Kongresses, p. 74

[The short-lived Soviet regime in Hungary was set up on 21 March 1919, followin
the resignation of the government because of unwillingness to accede to Alli
territorial demands, and to the request for the withdrawal of Hungarian troops fro
the frontier. Count Michael Karolyi, provisional President, in the statement on h
resignation, said he was ‘handing power over to the Hungarian proletariat’. The n
Government was a coalition of social-democrats and communists, under t
premiership of Bela Kun, who had been a prisoner of war in Russia. The Hungari
Communis Party was founded in November 1918, largely from prisoners of w.
repatriated from Russia. With the consent of the ECCI, the Hungarian Commun
Party signed an agreement on 21 March 1919 with the Social-Democratic Party
complete amalgamation; 'in the name of the proletariat the party immediately tak
all power into its hands. The dictatorship will be exercised through councils
workers, soldiers, and peasants. The plan to convene a national assembly thei
becomes obsolete. ... To secure the power of the proletariat and offer resistanc
allied imperialism, a complete and close military and moral alliance shall b
concluded with the Russian Soviet Republic’

Lenin concluded a letter to the Hungarian workers, dated 27 May 1919, with tl
words: 'You have given the world a still finer example than Soviet Russia, in th
you have been able to unite all socialists from the outset on the platform of a re
proletarian dictatorship.]

Comrades!

In Hungary all power has been transferred to the working class.

The imperialists of the Entente countries sent a new ultimatum to Hungary. Thi
wanted to rob Hungary of all its food supplies. They wanted to deprive it complete
of its independence. They wanted to wage war against Soviet Russia acr
Hungarian territory.

The Entente imperialists thought that the Hungarian bourgeoisie would yield
their new ultimatum. They thought the Hungarian proletariat would be powerless
resist their bloodthirsty demands.

But that is not what happened. Fearing the wrath of the people, the Hungar
bourgeoisie decided not to accept the Entente imperialists' ultimatum. Gritting the
teeth, they had to yield power to the workers. The Entente imperialists burnt th
fingers. Their rapacious pressure on Hungary only hastened the birth of the Sociz
Soviet republic in Hungary. When the Hungarian bourgeoisie thus confirmed the
inability to save the country from ruin, they gave particularly clear proof that th
historic role of the bourgeoisie has been played out, and that their gravedigger,
proletariat, has come to take their place.

The Entente imperialists, however, are not content—in Paris the
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imperialist robbers are sharpening the knife to slaughter the young Hungarian So\
republic.

There is no calumny which these bourgeois gentlemen have not invented aga
the Hungarian Socialist Soviet republic—just as they have done for sixteen mon
in regard to the Russian Soviet Republic. The French imperialist Governme
intends to send its soldiers into battle against the Hungarian workers, as well
Rumanian and Czechoslovak troops.

Will this infernal plan succeed? The fate of working Hungary in the immediat
future depends on the answer, and to a great extent also the immediate fate of
proletarian revolution in all other European countries.

In the name of the Communist International we appeal to the workers of ¢
countries to come to the help of our brothers, the workers and peasants of Hungat

Workers and soldiers of France! The eyes of workers throughout the world &
turned to you. At this moment the French bourgeoisie are the most reactionary in
Europe. The leader of the French imperialists, Clemenceau, is doing most to inc
the 'Allies' to suppress the Russian and Hungarian revolution.

French workers and soldiers, you are to be driven to act as hangmen, to strar
the Hungarian socialist revolution. The French bourgeoisie want to use your har
to strangle the proletarian revolution in Budapest, and thus to avert the proletar
revolution which is maturing in Vienna, Berlin, Paris, and London. After the fou
and a half years' war which you fought for the bankers' interests, they now want
force you to become international gendarmes, hangmen of the proletari
revolution.

That will not happen. The French workers will not stain themselves witl
treachery, they will turn their bayonets against their own oppressors, against
French and all other imperialists.

Comrades! The proletarian revolution has broken out in the whole world. Tt
Hungarian revolution is only the first flash of lightning splitting the threatening
clouds.

The bourgeoisie of all countries, who exterminated twenty million men in thi
most bloody of all wars, will now have to account to us for this crime. Mankind ha
not yet gone mad. It will not leave power in the hands of those who led us into t
imperialist blood bath.

Everybody to the aid of the Hungarian revolution!

Soldiers! Refuse obedience to those who send you against red Hungary. R
form your councils, and go over to the side of Soviet Hungary.

May the Hungarian socialist revolution be a threatening warning to th
bourgeoisie of all countries! Hands off red Hungary! This cry shall sounc
throughout the world.
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May the Hungarian socialist revolution be the beginning of a whole series of ne
proletarian revolutions. The end of bourgeois rule has come.

Long live the working class and the revolutionary soldiers of Hungary. Long livi
the Hungarian Communist Party! Long live the proletarian world revolution!

ECCI MESSAGE TO THE BAVARIAN SOVIET REPUBLIC

April 1919 Beschlusse des ersten Kongresses, p. 78

[The assassination of Kurt Eisner, the socialist-pacifist Premier of Bavaria, at tl
end of February, was followed by a decision of the Munich Workers' and Soldiel
Council (carried by 234 to 70 votes, the communists opposing) to proclaim &
independent socialist republic. A government of social-democrats was formed, t
communists refusing to take part in a coalition. On 7 April 1919 Bavaria wa
proclaimed a Soviet republic; on 13 April, after the revolt of the Munich garrison
the communists joined the Government, which was overthrown by military actio
on 1 May.

Writing in Izvestia, Chicherin, the Soviet Commissar for Foreign Affairs, saic
that 'every blow aimed at the Bavarian republic is aimed at us. In absolute unity
carry on our revolutionary struggle.’]

To the People's Commissar for Foreign Affairs, Munich

On behalf of the Executive Committee of the Communist International | send
warmest greetings through you to the Bavarian proletariat, who have foundec
Soviet republic. We are deeply convinced that the time is not far off when the whc
of Germany will be a Soviet republic. The Communist International is aware th:
you in Germany are now fighting at the most responsible posts, where tl
immediate fate of the proletarian revolution throughout Europe will be decided.

Long live the German proletariat and its Communist Party! Long live the

communist world revolution!
President of the ECCI, G.
ZINOVIEV

EXTRACTS FROM AN ECCI MAY DAY MANIFESTO

20 April 1919 K.l, 1, May 1919, p. 21

[In an article on 'The Perspectives of the Proletarian Revolution' published in ti
same issue of Kommunisticheskii Internatsional Zinoviev wrote: 'As these lines a
being written the Third International already has as its main basis three Sov
republics, in Russia, Hungary, and Bavaria. But nobody will be sur-
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prised if by the time these lines appear in print we have not three but six or mc
Soviet republics. . . . Now it is abundantly clear that the movement in Europe
going ahead far more quickly than even the greatest optimist at the Moscc
congress of the Third International expected. The flames of civil war are blazir
throughout Europe. The victory of communism in all Germany is wholly inevitable
There will be a few isolated defeats. Here and there perhaps for a while the bl
will defeat the red. Nevertheless, it is to the red that final victory will fall. And tha
in the next few months, perhaps even weeks. The movement is advancing
dizzyingly fast that one can say with certainty in a year's time we will already beg
to forget that there was a struggle for communism in Europe, for in a year's time 1
whole of Europe will be communist. And the struggle will have spread to Americ:
perhaps to Asia too, and the other continents. It may perhaps be that in Amer
capitalism can continue to exist for a couple of years alongside a communist Euro
It may perhaps be that even in England capitalism will continue to exist for a year
two alongside the communism which will have triumphed over the whole Europe:
continent. But for any length of time such a symbiosis is impossible."]

TO THE WORKING PEOPLE OF THE WHOLE WORLD

... Now that the imperialist war has ended the workers of all countries can cot
the number of its victims. Thirty million killed and crippled, countries laid waste,
millions of people starving, milliards of new war debts. These are the results of t
imperialist slaughter. The war has ended, and the bourgeoisie in those count
where they are still on their feet are not asking much of the working class—only th
the workers themselves should fill the gaps in production left by the exterminatic
of thirty million workers and peasants. . . .

The Second International is dead. It signed its own death warrant on 4 Augt
1914 when the German and French social-patriots, equally shameful, voted for
war credits, that is, for the support of the imperialist slaughter.

But the idea of the International is alive. Never before have the workers of ¢
countries so passionately demanded international union as now. . . .

In Paris the imperialist extortioners are trying to create their own blac
international’, the so-called League of Nations. Conscious workers throughout t
world know perfectly well that the so-called League of Nations is in fact a league
bourgeois robbers for the oppression of nations, for the division of the world, for t
enslavement of the workers, for strangling the proletarian revolution.

And the social-traitors, those people who in the name of 'socialism' betrayed t
working class to the bourgeoisie and the landlords, in their turn tried to create th
own yellow 'international’ in Berne.

The attempt to revive the corpse of the Second International did not succeed. -
revolutionary workers of all countries refused to take part in
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the abominable comedy at Berne. . . . The yellow Berne international is only
branch of the black Paris international. . . .

But in 1919 the red international was formed, the international of communisr
Our Third International is an international fellowship of the proletarians of al
countries which has set itself the task of overthrowing the bourgeoisie ar
establishing the international Soviet republic. Our Third Communist International |
taking over the organization of the international May Day celebrations. . . .

In what circumstances do we greet the first May Day after the end of the war? /
over Europe the ruins are smoking and millions of proletarian children are dying
hunger.... But on the ruins of the old a new world is being born. The more tt
bourgeoisie suppressed the workers' movement during the war, the stronger
revolutionary flame is now burning. The working class is taking revenge for th
tortures it suffered at the hands of the bourgeoisie in alliance with official 'socia
democracy'.

Communism has come out on to the streets. The communist revolution
growing before our eyes. A Soviet republic in Russia, a Soviet republic in Hungar
a Soviet republic in Bavaria—these are the results of the recent struggles of -
working class.

The whole of Germany is shaking under the strain of civil war. In Germany thel
is not a single town where the working class has not risen in revolt against the po\
of the bourgeoisie and the social-democrats....

In France huge workers' demonstrations have begun. ... In Italy the struggle |
reached boiling point and the communists are calling for the dictatorship of tt
proletariat. In England strikes have taken on an epidemic character. Here and tt
workers' Soviets are being created. In America the working class has come out ol
the streets and is getting ready for the decisive conflict. . . .

Before a year has passed, the whole of Europe will be Soviet. In every coun
the workers have realized that the decisive moment has come ....

The workers see that in all the leading bourgeois countries the much vaun
‘democracy’ is nothing but the arbitrary and unrestrained dictatorship of a gang
robbers, bankers, and generals. . . . They see that the bourgeoisie of all countries
preparing with united forces to stifle the proletarian revolution in Russia, Hungar
and Bavaria, and the proletarian revolution which is beginning in Austria an
Germany. . . . They know that the proletarian dictatorship can save mankind frc
the bloody horror into which they were plunged by the bourgeoisie of all countrie
The workers know that the proletarian dictatorship leads to the triumph of socialisr

There is no middle way. Either the bloody dictatorship of hangmen-general
killing hundreds of thousands of workers and peasants in the interests of a ganc
bankers, or the dictatorship of the working class, that
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is, of the overwhelming majority of the working people, disarming the bourgeoisit
creating their own red army, and liberating the whole world from slavery.

Down with the autocracy of tsars and kings. That cry rang out in Russia in 19:
and echoed throughout Europe. . . .

Down with the autocracy of capital. This cry resounds now, when the workers |
the majority of countries are beginning their second revolution, when they are risi
for the second time, when they are getting ready for the last and decisive battle.

The eight-hour working day!'—that was the May Day slogan in the past. Th
Soviet republics have already carried out this demand. . . .

Down with the imperialist warl—this was the cry of the workers of the whole
world on the first of May. Down with their war, down with the war which the Allied
imperialists want to declare on the Soviet republics of Russia and Hungary—that
what we say now. For the civil war, the only just war, in which the oppressed cla
fights against its oppressors. . . .

Down with the French imperialists, down with the bourgeois 'Alliance’, dowr
with the robbers who want to send their troops to Russia to give power back to t
landlords, to re-establish the monarchy, to restore the bourgeoisie.

Workers and soldiers of France, England, America, Italy, Serbia, Rumani
Poland. Turn your weapons against your own bourgeoisie. Your enemy is in yc
own country. Stir up rebellion in the rear against your bourgeois governments. . . .

Workers and peasants of Germany and Austria. Turn your weapons against y
own bourgeoisie and the 'social-democrats' who serve them. ... You, only you, c
save your country from the torments of hunger and unemployment. . . .

The storm is rising. The flames of the proletarian revolution are spreading e
over Europe, and it is invincible. The moment is drawing near for which ou
predecessors and teachers waited. . . . That of which the best among manl
dreamed is becoming reality. Our banner, reddened with the heart's blood of wh
generations of great fighters and martyrs of the working class, flies over the whc
world. The last hour of our oppressors has struck. ... In thunder and storm, in blc
and tears, in hunger and unending suffering, the new world is being born, the bri
world of communism, of the universal brotherhood of labour.

In 1919 the great Communist International was born. In 1920 the gre:
International Soviet Republic will come to birth.
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ECCI MANIFESTO ON THE VERSAILLES PEACE TERMS

13 May 1919 Beschlusse des ersten Kongresses, p. 92

[The German Communist Party, in its theses on the peace treaty, stated t
acceptance of the terms would be as catastrophic as their rejection. The argum
for or against, it was suggested elsewhere, depended entirely on the actual situa
For the proletariat the consequences would be the same, and the question was, w
would do more to promote the revolution. Since its acceptance would give tl
bourgeoisie a much needed respite, rejection of the Versailles terms became on
the main planks in the KPD platform and the avowed basis of its 'eastwa
orientation’, of its advocacy of a German alliance with Soviet Russia in opposition
western imperialism. In 'Left-wing' Communism, however, Lenin wrote: 'One of th
undoubted mistakes of the "lefts" in Germany is their stubborn insistence on nc
recognition of the Versailles peace.' This, he argued, might have been possible in
early summer of 1919, when there was a Soviet Government in Hungary and |
possibility of a Soviet revolution in Austria. 'But the position is now obviously suct
that the German communists should not tie their hands and promise positively ¢
without fail to repudiate the Versailles peace in the event of the victory c
communism. That would be foolish." The right-wing socialists had by their actior
hindered the chances of an alliance with Soviet Russia and Soviet Hungary. '\
Communists will do all we can to facilitate and pave the way for such an alliance
but it would be petty-bourgeois nationalism to give liberation from Versailles
precedence over promotion of the international Soviet revolution. This argume
was directed against the group of German communists, known as 'natiol
bolsheviks', who were prepared to collaborate with the extreme nationalist rig
wing in Germany in opposition to the peace treaty.]

DOWN WITH THE VERSAILLES PEACE! LONG LIVE THE COMMUNIST
REVOLUTION!

To the working people of the world!

The governments which five years ago began the rapacious war are now trying
end it with a rapacious peace. In Versailles the English, French, and Americ
bourgeoisie have handed the representatives of the German bourgeoisie the so-c
peace conditions. Versailles has become a new Brest. Every stipulation in f
Versailles peace is a noose for strangling one or another people.

The fury and vindictiveness of the imperialist bourgeoisie of the victorious
coalition know no limits. While the Anglo-French and American bourgeoisie
announce the foundation of the 'League of Nations', they are in fact trying to mak
mockery of the will of all the nations inhabiting Europe. The bourgeoisie of thi
Entente countries are trying to break Germany into fragments. A whole series
territories is to be cut from Germany; Germany is to be robbed of coal and bread,
its merchant fleet; Germany is to be forced to pay staggering indemnities. T
Entente
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bourgeoisie, who allegedly fought the war to prevent the annexation of foreic
lands, are putting through a series of the most gross and most cynical annexatic
The colonies which formerly belonged to Germany are being dealt in like cattle. T|
Entente imperialists have armed themselves with a large knife and are vivisecti
the body of Germany.

But the rapacious conditions of peace dictated to Germany from Versailles &
only one link in the chain of violence wrought by the Entente imperialists. Whils
attempting to stifle and throttle Germany, they are also conducting a campai
against the Hungarian Soviet Republic.

These French and English bourgeois are inciting the Rumanian boyars to le
their white-guard troops against our brothers, the workers of Hungary. It is the
representatives of enlightened French and English ‘democracy' who are inspiring
heroes leading their infuriated gangs in pogroms against red Budapest.

It is they, too, who incite the Russian ultra-reactionaries, Kolchak, Denikin
Krasnov, in their bloody struggle against the Russian working class and peasan
They also encouraged the German white guards, led by Noske, Ebert, &
Scheidemann, to destroy the Bavarian Soviet Republic. The Entente imperiali
openly stipulated that Scheidemann's Government should make the suppressiol
the Soviet regime in Munich their primary task.

It is they, the English, French, and American bankers and generals, who :
disarming the revolutionary troops in Bulgaria. It is they who are strangling th
revolutionary popular movement in Serbia and Slavonia.

International gendarmes—that is what the English, French, and Americe
imperialists are, who pass themselves off as representatives of 'world democracy’

All illusions are destroyed. Masks have fallen. Those who did not learn the less
of the endless, terrible, imperialist war will be taught by the imperialist peace, wi
which mankind is to be blessed from Versailles. The governments which for fol
and a half years deluded their peoples into thinking that the war was being fou
for 'national self-determination’, for the 'independence’ of small nations, for 'freedc
and civilization', for 'democracy'—these governments are now revealed as hangm
pitiless slave-owners maddened by anger.

The fairy-tale of the League of Nations is fading before it had time to blossor
Now that the terms of the Versailles peace are known, not many workers will |
deluded by the League of Nations. The League of Nations, at whose cradle sta
the butcher Clemenceau, is exposed to the whole world as a league of robbers o
crucify the many millions of the European labouring masses.

The entire weight of the Versailles peace falls in the first place on the Germ:
working class. If it were to endure for any length of time, it would
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mean that the German working class would have to groan under a double yoke
that of their own bourgeoisie and that of the foreign slave-holders.

There is no need to say that the sympathies of the Communist International,
sympathies of honest workers throughout the world, are on the side of the Gern
working class. Communist workers in all countries feel the Versailles peace terr
as an attack on the international proletariat, as a blow which can be parried only
the united forces of proletarians in all countries.

The present German Government, which protests in words against the Versail
peace, is in fact helping the Entente imperialists to carry out their devilish plan
regard to the German working class. In Germany the hangman Clemenceau ha:s
servants more faithful than Scheidemann and Ebert. The party of Scheidemann
Ebert has from the first moment of the German revolution danced obediently to t
tune of the Entente imperialists. At Clemenceau's instigation Scheidemann &
Ebert sent and are still sending white-guard troops against Soviet Russia. To ple
the Entente imperialists the social-democrats led by Scheidemann and Ek
murdered Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg, and suppressed with fire a
sword the great movement of the German workers to establish the power of
workers' councils. In carrying out the orders of the London and Paris Stoc
Exchanges Scheidemann's Government has already wiped out many thousand
German communist workers. Whenever the waves of the working-class movem
in Germany rose patrticularly high and seemed about to wash the government
treacherous social-democrats away, Scheidemann and Ebert frightened the hur
workers off with the argument that if the rule of the workers' councils were to b
established in Germany the Entente Powers would cut off bread supplies to
German people.

The central committee of Scheidemann's Social-Democratic Party maintains in
appeal on the Versailles peace that the lesson of Versailles is the 'best proof of
correctness of the attitude taken by German social-democracy on the questior
defence of the fatherland!"

'Socialists of all countries, have you at last understood the way we acted duri
the war?' says Scheidemann in the appeal.

Oh you hypocrites, oh you cynics!

In 1914 two thieves fell upon the same booty. One of them was more success
than the other. This criminal not only captured all the booty to which his competit
laid claim, but also picked his rival's pockets. Then the other thief, putting a goc
face on his loss and hypocritically assuming an air of injured innocence, appeals
all decent people: 'You see, the behaviour of my opponent has conclusive
demonstrated the correctness of my tactics. Won't you at last also understand tha
Scheide-manns are purer than the Alpine snow?"'
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The terms of the Versailles peace have proved something quite different to
honest workers. The class-conscious workers of the whole world take first of all in
account that if the war had ended with a victory for the German imperialists the
would have been as ruthless towards the defeated as their enemies now are to tl
And then the Hendersons and Renaudels would no doubt have made use of the <
false words as the Scheide-manns and Noskes are using today.

The Versailles peace terms have shown that so long as imperialism still exis
even if only in one country, force and robbery will also continue to exist. Th
Versailles peace terms have shown that the imperialism of whatever coalition
equally bloodthirsty. Whatever 'democratic’ fig-leaves imperialism may use to cov
itself, it remains the embodiment of barbarism and bloodthirstiness.

The Versailles peace terms have shown that the social-patriots of all countr
have finally and for ever become the lackeys of the bourgeoisie. The Versaill
peace terms have shown how pitiful are the dreams of the adherents of the yell
‘Berne' international (in particular the Kautskys and their friends), dreams ¢
‘disarmament’ while capitalism is maintained, of a kind and benevolent League
Nations protected by Wilson. The Versailles peace terms have shown that 1
bourgeoisie themselves have left only one road open to the workers of all countri
the road of world revolution, the road that leads over the corpse of capitalism.

Workers of France! Workers of England! Workers of America! Workers of Italy!
The Communist International turns to you! On you the fate of millions of Germa
and Austrian workers primarily depends now. You must how have your say. Y
must tear from the bloody hands of your governments the robber's knife which th
are holding over the heads of the German and Austrian working class. You mi
show that the lessons of the five years of slaughter have not been lost on you.
for a moment should you forget that the victory of the Entente imperialists over tt
German and Austrian working class means victory over you, victory over th
workers of all countries, victory over socialism. It is chiefly you that hold in your
hands the fate of international socialism. The class-conscious workers of the wh
world rely on you. And we are convinced that you will do your duty, in defiance o
the advice of your Scheidemanns.

Workers of Germany! Workers of Austrial Now you can see that you have n
other choice but to overthrow at once the government of traitors who call themsel
social-democrats but who are in fact the most shameful agents of the bourgeoi
Now you can see where the policy of Scheidemann and Noske has led you. You
that your only hope is the proletarian world revolution.

But the Scheidemanns and Eberts oppose this proletarian revolution with all th
strength. When the Scheidemanns and Noskes appeal
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in your name to the international proletariat they are met only with contempt.

The men who uttered no word of protest when Soviet Hungary was strangled
the troops of the landowners, the men who at Libau are fighting on the side of t
German barons against the Lettish workers and farm labourers, these men cal
count on the support of the international proletariat.

Count Brockdorff von Rantzau, Landsberg the traitor, Noske and Scheidemar
the executioners, must not now speak in your name. So long as the present Ger
Government is at the helm the conflict between Berlin and Paris remains only
legal dispute between the bourgeoisie of two coalitions. The entire power in yo
country must be taken over as soon as possible by the workers' councils. It is
communist workers who should speak in your name.

Then and only then will you be able to save your country and to count on the fi
support of the proletarians of all countries.

The time for hesitation is past. Now it is already clear to each one of you th
nothing can be worse, that the government of social-traitors has led you to the br
of ruin.

Workers of Germany and Austria! You must realize that the proletariat of othe
countries will put no trust in German official social-democracy, that social
democracy which uttered not a word of protest when the government of Wilhelm
Hohenzollern imposed the Brest peace on Soviet Russia.

Workers of Germany and Austria! You must realize that if the Brest peace whi
was forced on Russia in 1918 came to an end so quickly, it was because the Rus
workers and peasants overthrew the government of the bourgeoisie and soc
traitors and took power in their own hands. Only for that reason did the Russi
workers succeed in winning the confidence and sympathy of the proletarians of
countries. Only thanks to that did they succeed in breaking the Brest noose
quickly.

The proletarian world revolution—that is the only salvation for the oppresse
classes of the entire world.

The dictatorship of the proletariat and the establishment of Soviet power—that
the only lesson of Versailles for the proletarians of the whole world.

So long as capitalism lives there can be no lasting peace. Lasting peace will
built on the ruins of the bourgeois order.

Long live the revolt of the workers against their oppressors! Down with th
Versailles peace! Down with the new Brest! Down with the government of socia
traitors!

Long live Soviet power throughout the world!
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EXTRACTS FROM AN ECCI MANIFESTO ON INTERVENTION IN RUSSIA

18 June 1919 Beschlusse des ersten Kongresses, p. 111

[The landing of Japanese troops at Vladivostok in April 1918 opened the period
Allied intervention in Russia. The British landed at Murmansk in June, the Frenc
and Americans in August. The period was brought to a close by the lifting i
January 1920 of the blockade of Russia imposed by the Supreme Allied Council.

Writing in the October 1919 issue of Kommunisticheskii Internatsional, Chicherir
Soviet Commissar for Foreign Affairs, argued that in the past the working cla
could not take sides in disputes between capitalist States, or give any support to t
policy. But, he continued, 'The situation is completely changed with th
establishment of revolutionary Soviet governments of workers and peasants. For
first time, after a long interval, the revolutionary proletariat is again confronted wit
positive tasks in the field of foreign policy. For the first time there are, amon
existing governments, some in whose support the revolutionary internation
proletariat has an interest. These governments are becoming the centre of the e
world struggle between the oppressed and the oppressing countries and grot
Revolutionary proletarian parties and groups have a new task, to fight for tf
security and consolidation of the international status of the revolutionary Sovi
governments ...."]

To the working people of all countries.

The capitalist world, which was shaken to its foundations by the five-year war,
on the eve of final collapse. The world revolution is drawing near, approaching wi
the inevitability of fate.

Faced by this danger the international bourgeoisie are making desperate effort
keep power in their hands, to destroy the socialist revolution which threatens th
classrule. . ..

They organize counter-revolutionary insurrections and give all-out support to tt
embittered reactionaries who are trying to restore the power of the landowners @
capitalists, hated by the peoples but dear to the hearts of the bourgeoisie througt
the world. They insolently reject the peace proposals of the genuinely popul
governments, the Soviet governments, and conclude an alliance with the extre
counter-revolutionaries, the Tsarist Generals Kolchak and Denikin in Russia, t
avowed monarchists Counts Karolyi and Andrassy in Hungary. They go so far as
use agents to destroy railway bridges and blow up waterworks, thus increasi
immeasurably the sufferings of the labouring masses. . . .

By hypocritical and lying statements in parliament and press they try to muffl
the vigilance of their peoples. Lloyd George and Clemenceau, Wilson ar
Scheidemann—they all with one voice give assurances that they have no intent
of waging war against the Soviet republics, while at the same time they continue
send troops to Siberia and Archangel, to
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Murmansk and the Danube, and continue to provide all the enemies of the So\
Republics with arms and munitions; they stir up the Polish landlords, the Rumani
boyars, the Baltic barons, the Czech, Finnish, and Estonian counter-revolutionari
against the peoples of Russia, Hungary, and the Ukraine.

A united front of the bourgeoisie of the whole world is being formed to fight
socialism. Is it not astonishing how quickly and easily the enemies of yesterday :
reconciled, once it is a question of the fight against the socialist revolution? TI
victors—the Allies—have not yet concluded peace with Germany, which the
intended to plunder to the uttermost, but the German bourgeois-social-trait
Government is already on Allied instructions willingly playing the part of
executioner by crushing the rebellious workers at home and sending its regu
troops to occupy Latvia, Lithuania, White Russia.

The workers of all countries should bear clearly in mind that what is now at stal
is not only the fate of the Soviet Republics of Russia, Hungary, the Ukraine, etc.; t
fate of the world revolution is being decided in the Urals and before red Petrogre
in the Carpathians and on the Danube. If the imperialists of all countries no
succeed in smothering the first flames of the communist revolution, the working
class movement in all countries of the world will be set back many decades. T
entire burden of paying for the first great imperialist war will be thrown on to the
labouring people, and not only in the defeated countries, but also in those of |
victors. The eternal conflict over the division of the spoils will, however, soon lea
to new, even more senseless and more bloody wars, and in the end the whole w
will be plunged into hopeless misery and bondage.

The only way out and the only salvation is the socialist world revolution.

The Executive Committee of the Communist International summons the mass
of all countries to the defence of the socialist world revolution. At the same time
notes with joy that the working masses of many countries have already grasped tl
duty and are protesting resolutely against the criminal plans of their governments
welcomes most warmly the decision of the Italian, French, and English socialists
declare a general strike of protest.

The Executive Committee of the Communist International for its part propose
that the workers of all countries express their solidarity with the peoples of tt
Soviet republics by arranging an international demonstration against the attack
the imperialist Powers on Russia and Hungary.

The time for verbal protests is past; it is time to act. . . .
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APPEAL OF THE ECCI ON BEHALF OF THE HUNGARIAN SOVIET
REPUBLIC

July 1919 Beschlusse des ersten Kongresses, p. 100

[Allied pressure combined with internal dissensions to weaken the position of tl
Hungarian Soviet Government. Lenin was anxious for the Red Army to mak
contact with the Hungarian forces, although the territory between was occupied
Polish troops. A note to an article by Trotsky written shortly afterwards says: 'Sovi
Russia, surrounded by a ring of enemies, could not come to the help of Hunga
The advance of Czech and Rumanian troops towards Budapest was followed by
opening of negotiations with the Allied Powers, undertaken by the social-democra
members of the Hungarian Government.]

To all' To all!

A monstrous crime is being committed, compared with which all misdeeds whic
the propertied classes committed during the war grow pale. The English and Frel
imperialists are encircling the Hungarian Soviet Republic from all sides, in order
drown the Hungarian workers, the Hungarian socialist revolution, in blood.

The Rumanian feudalists are inciting the troops, deceived by the nobility, agair
Hungary. From two other directions the Czechoslovak and Yugoslav Governmet
are moving against Hungary, spurred on by the same French imperialists. T
Hungarian Soviet Government had agreed to accept the most severe peace term:
to satisfy all the unheard-of demands of the reactionary Rumanian al
Czechoslovak Governments. And still the reactionary armies of these Governme
are continuing their offensive against Hungary.

The meaning of these events is clear. The Hungarian Soviet Republic did not ¢
does not want war. The Hungarian Soviet Republic is carrying out the will of th
Hungarian workers. The Hungarian workers overthrew the power of th
capitalists—that is their only ‘crime'!

The advance of the imperialists against socialist Hungary is taking place with t
open sympathy and fairly certain support of the social-traitors who call themselv
social-democrats. The conference of the yellow ‘international' meeting i
Amsterdam uttered not a single word of protest against the predatory campa
against Hungary.

The Executive Committee of the Communist International appeals to tt
Czechoslovak, Rumanian, and Yugoslav workers and soldiers. Comrades, s
playing the part of forced executioners of the Hungarian workers! Stretch out
fraternal hand to your brothers, the Hungarian soldiers and workers. The workers
the entire world turn away in contempt from those who at this great moment fail
their duty.

Workers and soldiers of France! The bourgeoisie of your State are most to bla
for the hangmen's campaign against the Hungarian Soviet
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Republic. Raise your voices in protest! Wrest power from the hands of the great
evildoers the world has ever known. Strike from the hand of the murderers the kn
they have drawn against our brothers, the Hungarian workers.

The class-conscious workers of the entire world are proud of the heroic deed
the Hungarian workers who established a republic of labour in Hungary. To yo
Hungarian proletarians, surrounded on all sides by enemies, the communist work
of the world send ardent greetings. In the year and a half of their dictatorship t
Russian proletariat have often been in as grave a position. And still the
surmounted all difficulties. We are firmly convinced that you will steadfastly
withstand the present test.

Down with the international robbers! Long live the Hungarian Soviet Republic!

EXTRACTS FROM AN ECCI MANIFESTO ON THE LUCERNE CONGRESS
OF THE SECOND INTERNATIONAL

15 July 1919 Beschlusse des ersten Kongresses, p. 119

[The Lucerne congress of parties of the Second International was held from 2 tc
August 1919; the committee appointed at Berne reported on its preparations fo
world congress. This was held in Geneva in July 1920; the chief parties represen
were the British Labour Party, the German Social-Democratic Party, and tf
Belgian, Dutch, Swedish, and Danish Social-Democratic Parties.]

BOYCOTT THE YELLOW INTERNATIONAL

To the workers of all countries!

On 1 August the congress of the Second 'International’ is to be held in Lucerne
. Who in fact has called this congress? Those parties and men who from the first
of the 1914 war placed themselves entirely at the disposal of 'their' imperiall
governments. The same Scheidemann and Renaudel, Vandervelde, Huysn
Hyndman, and Henderson who for four years spoke of 'war to the victorious end’,
'defence of the fatherland’, of whom some blessed General Hindenburg and ott
Marshal Foch, who helped the bourgeoisie to annihilate the flower of the workir
class. These men now want to build the Labour International again! . . .

In the eyes of the workers of all countries they are all equally criminal. They al
bound by mutual pledges, all these Scheidemanns and Renaudels. They hav
rehabilitate each other, they must pretend that nothing special has happened in
International during the four and a half years of war. For these gentlemen sociali
has lived through no crisis and is not living through one now. There were on
unimportant 'misunderstandings’, which, however, cost the lives of millions c
workers. Now that the masters have been reconciled, and the Versailles pe
signed, the servants
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can also be reconciled. ... In Lucerne these gentlemen intend to forgive each ot
their sins, to proclaim a general amnesty, to wash their hands in their ov
innocence, and to throw sand in the eyes of the workers of all countries, assert
that the Second International has been rebuilt. . . .

The proletarian revolution is spreading not only daily, but hourly, in all the
countries of Europe and America. But what are the official social-democrati
parties doing, which are now convening the Lucerne congress? These offic
parties, rotten to the core, are doing their best to choke the workers' movement
France, in Germany, in Austria, in England— everywhere the old patriotic socia
democracy comes forward to strangle the railwaymen's strikes and the strikes :
revolts of all other categories of workers.

The imperialist governments of the Entente countries have opened a crus:
against the Russian and Hungarian proletarians who seized power in their countr
Honest workers in the Entente countries express the deepest indignation about
crusade and are ready to come out in arms against their governments. But what
are the official social-traitors playing in this affair? The social-chauvinists o
Germany as of France, of Austria as of England, are trying to damp down tl
workers' protest. By their action they are helping Kolchak, the Rumanian boya
and all other stranglers of the Hungarian and Russian revolution.

The Second International died on 4 August 1914, at the moment when t
German and French Social-Democratic Parties voted the war credits and went ©
to the side of their governments. Nobody can awaken the Second International
life. In 1915 Rosa Luxemburg called official German social-democracy
'mouldering corpse'. The entire Second International has now become a mouldet
corpse, a corpse which should be unceremoniously buried as quickly as possible
that it does not infect the surrounding atmosphere.

On the ruins of the Second International there arose a new international worki
men's association: the Third, Communist International. Everything that is hone
steadfast, militant in the working class joins the ranks of the Third Internatione
About twenty communist parties took part in its constituent congress. Only fol
months have passed since the Third International was founded in Moscow. In ti
time many new parties have joined the Third International: the Italian Sociali
Party, the Serbian Revolutionary Social-Democrats, the Swedish and Norwegi
comrades, the Bulgarian workers, the left wing of the American party and mat
other workers' organizations in Europe and America. The struggle is bursting in
flame throughout the world. The tremendous strikes which are shaking ltaly a
pledges that the emancipation of the Italian proletariat is not far off. The politic:
strike which is to take place in the Allied countries on 21 July in protest again
intervention in Russian and
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Hungarian affairs heralds an entire series of international battles which wi
inevitably end with the victory of the world proletariat over international capital.

The Executive Committee of the Communist International has unanimous
decided to call on workers' organizations throughout the world to boycott th
forthcoming despicable comedy in Lucerne. . ..

On that day the workers in all countries should demonstrate in every possible w
against the yellow ‘International' and give proof of their fidelity to the ideals o
communism proclaimed by Marx and Engels. Come out on to the streets that d
comrade workers, fling your contempt and hatred in the face of the lackeys
capitalism, proclaim the principles for which Karl Liebknecht fought, rally your
forces under the banner of the Third, Communist International!

ECCI STATEMENT ON THE FALL OF THE HUNGARIAN SOVIET
REPUBLIC

5 August 1919 Beschlusse des ersten Kongresses, p. 136

[The resignation of the Hungarian Soviet Government on 1 August 1919 followe
an ultimatum by the Allied Powers, and military intervention by Czech, Rumaniat
and Serbian forces. Subsequent accounts by communists attributed its fall prima
to the 'treachery' of the social-democrats in the Government, but in reporting to 1
second Comintern congress Rakosi said that the Communist Party and the Sov
were too small and weak to carry out their tasks. The failure of the internation
strike called in support of Soviet Russia and Soviet Hungary 'showed clearly that 1
proletariat of France and England were hostile to Soviet Russia and on the side
Clemenceau and Lloyd George'. The strike, called for 21 July 1919, was partia
carried out only in Italy.]

Comrades!

The greatest treachery has been committed. The Soviet power in Hungary |
collapsed under the pressure of the imperialist robbers and the monstrous treacl
of the social-patriots. The leaders of the Second International, who supported
imperialist slaughter, broke the international protest strike. The imperialist robbel
led by Clemenceau and Wilson, have become quite shameless. The ultimatum t
sent runs: 'Overthrow the Soviet Government, and we will leave you in peace!'

The wholly despicable character of the former Social-Democratic Party has al
been shown up. It swore fidelity to the proletarian dictatorship. It signed th
agreement with the Communist Party of Hungary. Then it united with that party. /
solemn meetings, at the congress of Soviets, at the party congress, it declared tf
would fight to the last drop of blood for communism and the revolution. By uniting
with the communists, it adhered to the Third, Communist International.
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The party now carries the mark of Cain on its forehead. It has sold out t
proletariat, the revolution, the glorious party of Hungarian communists, th
International. By concluding a secret treaty with the Versailles murderers and wi
their own counter-revolutionaries, supported by the gold of the imperialists and t
bayonets of the executioners, it overthrew the government of the commun
proletariat. These 'true socialists' are now restoring private property. The League
Nations Powers are each sending a regiment to support them. At the head of
government stands Peidl, a murderer of workers, the Hungarian Noske.

The treacherous character of the social-patriots has been exposed. Just as
Scheidemanns and Kautskys in Germany drowned the proletarian revolution
blood, just as the social-revolutionaries and mensheviks are objectively helping t
Tsarist generals, just as the entire yellow Berne international is selling out t
working class, wholesale and retail, to the predatory ‘'League of Nations', so t
Hungarian social-traitors have surrendered the Hungarian Soviet Republic, the pr
of the world proletariat, to be torn to pieces.

There is no place in the Third International for the provocateurs and pa
hangmen of capital!

Let them go into the Second, with Branting and Thomas, Noske and Kautsky!

The Communist International, mourning the fall of the Soviet Republic ir
Hungary and the loss of its glorious leader Tibor Szamuely, calls on the proletaric
of the world to rally still more closely under the communist banner, to strengthe
still more the offensive against the fortress of capital.

In the greatest historical struggle of our day there will be great victories and crt
defeats. But the bloody experience of Finland and Siberia has shown us that
countries where once the Soviets have had power no lasting victory of the count
revolution is possible. Everywhere the waves of insurrection are rising. Our fin
victory is as inevitable as the fall of the bourgeoisie and the social-traitors.

The Communist International calls on the Hungarian proletariat to stand firm |
courage and fortitude. To work, comrades! Start at once the organization of
illegal communist party. The bloody lesson of Hungary has taught the entire wor
proletariat that there can be no coalition, no compromise, with the soci
compromisers! The stratum of opportunist contemptible leaders must be swe
away. New men must come to the head of the movement. They will come from t
working class. For it is to them and not their enemies that victory is assigned.

Soviet Hungary has fallen—long live Soviet Hungary!

Long live the Hungarian Communist Party!

Long live the workers' revolution of the world!

Long live communism!
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EXTRACTS FROM AN ECCI CIRCULAR LETTER ON PARLIAMENT
AND SOVIETS
1 September 1919 Besclusse des ersten Kongresses, p. 139

[This circular opened the campaign against 'ultra-leftism' in the Comintern, and w
followed by Lenin's pamphlet 'Left-wing' Communism, an infantile disorder. The
reluctance to take part in parliamentary elections and parliamentary work w
characteristic not only of the anarchist-syndicalist wing of the labour movement, b
also of many members of the communist parties. The first congress of the Gern
Communist Party voted 62 to 23 against taking part in the elections to the Natior
Assembly.

The KPD congress at Heidelberg in October 1919 considered a set of the:
submitted by Paul Levi, after correspondence with Radek, which implied expulsic
of those who were opposed to parliamentary activities and to work in the reform
trade unions. Radek was not in favour of pushing matters so far; Levi's theses w
carried by 31 against 18 votes, and the minority left the congress, taking with the
nearly half of the total membership of roughly 50,000. In April 1920 they founde!
the Kommunistische Arbeiterpartei Deutschlands (KAPD). The question c
parliamentary activities was not, however, at this stage, elevated to a major issue.

In July 1919 Sylvia Pankhurst (for the British Socialist Workers' Federation) ha
written to Lenin asking for his support for direct as opposed to parliamentary actio
Lenin's reply suggested that if unity on the question of Parliament could not |
achieved, it might be necessary to have two communist parties in Britain, agree
on the major issues of proletarian dictatorship and Soviet power, but divided on t
issue of parliamentary action.

The KAPD was in agreement with the dissident group of Dutch communists le
by Herman Gorter, who emphasized the differences between conditions in Rus:
where the nature of the party was determined by the preponderance of peas
among the population, and in western Europe and America, where the proletal
was a majority. The proletarian party in the west should have no truck with tt
petty-bourgeoisie, parliaments, or reformist unions. In reply to ‘Left-wing
Communism Gorter wrote an 'open letter' to Lenin putting forward his views. He le
the Communist Party in the autumn of 1921 and formed the Communist Labo
Party of Holland, analogous to the KAP in Germany. He is reported to have sa
after a visit to Russia in 1920, that Lenin, thinking constantly of Russia, 'saw ¢
things only from the Russian point of view', not in the sense of Russian interests, |
of the universal validity of Russian experience.]

Dear Comrades!

The present phase of the revolutionary movement has placed squarely and sha
on the order of the day the question, among others, of parlia-mentarianism.
France, America, England, Germany, as the class struggle grows more acute,
revolutionary elements are joining the communist movement by merging or c
ordinating their activities under the slogan of Soviet power. The anarcho-syndical
groups, and the groups
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which just call themselves anarchist, are joining in the general trend. The EC
welcomes them most cordially. . . .

These groups and tendencies have always come out actively against parliamen
methods of struggle. On the other hand those elements in the Communist Pz
which have come to it from the socialist parties are mostly inclined to recogni:
parliamentary action also (Loriot's group in France, the ASP in America, the ILP |
England, etc.). All these tendencies, which should at all costs and as quickly
possible be united in the communist party, require a uniform tactic. The questit
must therefore be decided on a common basis, and the ECCI is sending this circt
which is devoted to this special question, to all fraternal parties.

At the present moment the universal and unifying programme is recognition
the struggle for the dictatorship of the proletariat in the form of Soviet powe
History has posed this question in such a way that it acts as a demarcation |
between the revolutionary proletariat and the opportunists, between communists
social-traitors of every variety. The so-called 'centre’ (Kautsky in Germany, Longu
in France, the ILP and some elements of the BSP in England, Hillquit in Americ
is, despite all its assurances, objectively an anti-socialist tendency, because it cal
and does not want to fight for the Soviet dictatorship of the proletariat. On the otk
hand, those groups and parties which formerly rejected any political struggle (e
some anarchist groups) have, by recognizing Soviet power, the dictatorship of
proletariat, in fact renounced their previous anti-political character, because th
have admitted the idea of the seizure of power by the working class, the pov
which is necessary to suppress bourgeois resistance. In this way, we repea
common programme has been found, the programme of struggle for Sov
dictatorship.

The old divisions in the international workers' movement have clearly becon
obsolete. The war created a new alignment. Many of the anarchists or syndical
who rejected parliamentarianism, behaved just as contemptibly and treacherou
during the five years of war as the old leaders of official social-democracy, wr
take the name of Marx in vain. Forces are being mobilized along a new line—
one side those who are for a proletarian revolution, for the Soviets, for ti
dictatorship, for mass action rising to armed insurrection; on the other hand thc
who are against this. This is the basic question of our day. This is the main criteric
This is the distinguishing characteristic which marks the new associations.

What is the relation between recognition of the Soviet idea and parlic
mentarianism? Here two questions must be kept quite separate, for logically tt
have nothing in common with one another: the question of parliamentarianism a:
desirable form of the political regime, and the question of using parliament for tt
purpose of promoting the revolution. Comrades often confuse these two questio
and this has an extremely
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harmful effect on the entire practical struggle. We shall deal with each of the:
questions in turn and draw all the necessary conclusions.

What is the form of the proletarian dictatorship? We answer: Soviets. That h
been proved by Russian experience, which has universal significance. Can So
power be reconciled with parliamentarianism? No, and again, no. It is absolute
irreconcilable with parliaments as they now exist, because the parliamente
machine embodies the concentrated power of the bourgeoisie. The deputies,
chamber of deputies, their newspapers, the system of bribery, the secret connex
between deputies and bankers, the connexion with the entire machinery of
bourgeois State—all these are chains for the working class. They must be brok
The bourgeois State machine, and consequently bourgeois parliaments, are tc
broken, dissolved, destroyed, and on their ruins a new power is to be organized,
power of working-class bodies, of 'workers' parliaments’, that is, of the Soviet
Only traitors to the working class can delude the workers with the hope of
'‘peaceful’ social revolution by means of parliamentary reforms. Such people are
fiercest enemies of the working class, and they must be fought pitilessly; r
compromise with them can be allowed. Hence our slogan for every bourgec
country is: 'Down with parliament! Long live Soviet power!

But the question may be asked: All right, you reject the power of presel
bourgeois parliaments; why then do you not organize a new and more democtr:
parliament based on genuine universal franchise? During the socialist revolution |
struggle reaches such an acute pitch that the working class must act quickly ¢
decisively, and not give the class enemies in its camp access to its pov
organization. These requirements are met only by the Soviets of workers, soldie
sailors, peasants, elected in the factories, on the land, in the barracks. That is
way to put the question of the form of proletarian power. The government must |
overthrown: kings, presidents, parliaments, chambers of deputies, constitue
assemblies, all these institutions are our sworn enemies and must be abolished.

Now let us pass to the second basic question: can bourgeois parliaments be
to further the revolutionary class struggle? Logically, as we have said, this quest
is quite separate from the first one. We can help to abolish an organization
entering it, by 'exploiting' it. Our class enemies also realize this very well, and u
the official social-democratic parties, the trade unions, and other such organizatio
for their own purposes. Let us take the most extreme example. The Russ
communists, the bolsheviks, took part in the elections to the Constituent Assemt
They attended its meetings. But they came there in order to disperse the Assen
after 24 hours and to establish the power of the Soviets. The party of the bolshey
also had its deputies in the Tsarist Duma. Does that mean that at that time tl
'recognized’ the Duma as an ideal or at least a tolerable
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form of State organization? It would be madness to make that assumption. It sent
representatives to the Duma so that, from this direction too, it could oppose t
apparatus of Tsarist power, and help forward the abolition of that same Duma.
was not for nothing that the Tsarist Government sentenced the bolshey
‘parliamentarians' to prison for 'State treason'. It was illegal work that the bolshe\
leaders were doing when they used their 'immunity' to rally the masses to an att:
on Tsarism.

Are we in favour of retaining bourgeois ‘democratic' parliaments as the form
State administration?

No, in no circumstances. We are for Soviets.

But are we in favour of using these parliaments for our communist work, so lor
as we are not strong enough to overthrow them?

Yes, we are in favour of that, on a number of conditions.

We know very well that in France, America, and England, the workers have n
yet produced from their ranks parliamentarians capable of this kind of action.
these countries, until now, we have had parliamentary treachery. But that is no pr
of the incorrectness of the tactics which we consider right. It only means that th
have had no revolutionary party of the proletariat such as the bolsheviks or t
German Spartakists. When there is such a party, everything can become q
different. In particular it is necessary: (1) that the centre of gravity of the strugg
shall be outside parliament (strikes, revolts, and other forms of mass struggle);
that action inside parliament shall be bound up with this struggle; (3) that tt
deputies shall also do illegal work; (4) that they shall act on the instructions of t
central committee and subordinate themselves to it; (5) that in their actions th
shall disregard parliamentary forms (not fearing outright collisions with the
bourgeois majority, speaking 'over their heads', etc). Whether at any given mom
to take part in elections, in the electoral campaign, depends on a number of conc
circumstances which must be very carefully considered in the given country at t
given time. The Russian bolsheviks were in favour of boycotting the elections to tl
first Imperial Duma in 1906, and the same bolsheviks were in favour of taking pe
in the elections to the second Duma, when it became clear that the bourgec
landowning power in Russia would still be ruling in Russia for many years. Befor
the elections to the German National Assembly in 1918 some Spartakists were
favour of participation, others against. But their party remained a united commun
party.

We cannot, on principle, renounce the utilization of parliament. .. . We must lea
ourselves elbow room on this question.

What we wish specially to emphasize is that in all cases the question is rea
solved outside parliament, on the streets. Now it is clear that strikes and revolts
the only decisive methods of struggle between labour and capital. Therefc
comrades should concentrate chiefly on mobilizing the
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masses. Founding the party, forming their own groups in the trade unions a
capturing the unions, organizing Soviets in the course of the struggle, leading m:
struggles, agitating among the masses for revolution—all that comes firs
parliamentary activities and participation in the electoral campaign are on
auxiliary activities, nothing more.

If that is so, and it undoubtedly is, then it is obvious that it is not worth while
splitting over differences of opinion on this subsidiary question. . . . Therefore w
appeal urgently to all groups and organizations who are genuinely fighting fc
Soviets to proceed with the utmost unity, even if on this question they are not of
mind.

All who are for the Soviets and the proletarian dictatorship will unite as quickl
as possible and form a unified communist party.

With communist greetings,

President of the ECCI, G.
ZINOVIEV

EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER FROM THE ECCI TO THE BOLOGNA
CONGRESS OF THE ITALIAN SOCIALIST PARTY

22 September 1919 Beschlusse des ersten Kongresses, p. 150

[The Italian Socialist Party had been opposed to the war and welcomed the Russ
revolution as a step towards peace. It had declared its adherence to the Commt
International, although unable to send delegates to the first congress. At the mee
of the central committee held in Milan on 19 March 1919, the motion to leave tt
Second International and to join the Third was carried by 10 votes to 3.

The Bologna congress voted by a large majority for adherence to the Cominte
although it took no steps to expel the considerable minority, led by Turati, wh
opposed the motion. A single socialist list was put forward in the November 191
elections, and gained roughly a third of the total of five million votes, and 156 out ¢
a total of 508 seats (Mussolini, standing as an independent in Milan, was defeat
receiving fewer than 5,000 votes out of a total of more than 250,000).]

Dear Comrades:

The ECCI sends its fraternal greetings to your congress to be held on
September. During the four and a half years of the infamous imperialist butchery t
Italian working class never ceased to hold aloft the red flag. From the first mome
when the Second International collapsed, there were men in the Italian Socia
Party who continued in word and deed to serve the idea of the internatior
brotherhood of the workers. . . . The Italian working class was the first to take up t
fight against the Allied



SEPTEMBER 1919 71

imperialists who were conducting a robber campaign against Soviet Russia....

The Communist International is, naturally, sure of the sympathy of the Italia
proletariat. But our new international association of workers needs more th:
sympathy. We need clarity of programme and of aim. The dictatorship of th
proletariat, the Soviets as the form of that dictatorship, the abolition of bourgeol
democratic parliaments, which are tools of bourgeois dictatorship, creation of a R
Army—these are the tasks which should bring together the internation
revolutionary proletariat.

The Communist International will follow with intense interest the work of your
congress. One of the leading places in the Third International belongs to yc
comrades!

President ofthe ECCI,
G. ZINOVIEV
Secretary, A. BLABANOVA

EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER FROM THE ECCI TO THE INDUSTRIAL
WORKERS OF THE WORLD

January 1920 Beschlusse des ersten Kongresses, p. 17

[A congress of left-wing groups and parties held at Chicago in September 19
resulted in the formation of two communist parties—entitled respectively th
Communist Labour Party and the Communist Party. Early in 1920 the ECCI, |
consultation with representatives of both parties, worked out an agreement for th
fusion. It added the comment: 'This is a model of how communists should act.
serious differences arise among them, the first thing they should do is to se
representations of both points of view to the ECCI and try to settle their differenc
with the help of the CI. The decision of the CI is law for every communis
organization.' The agreement was not put into effect, and both parties sent deleg
to the second Comintern congress. Both were very small in numbers. The IWW w
a larger organization, and far more proletarian in character. Its hostility to orthod
parliamentary socialism was at this time of greater importance to the Cominte
than its anarcho-syndicalist leanings.]

Comrades,

The ECCI, which is meeting in Moscow, the heart of the revolution, send
greetings to the revolutionary proletariat of America in the person of the union
the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW).

World capitalism, disorganized by war, is now no longer able to keep und
control the tremendous forces which it has itself called into being, and |
approaching its collapse.

The hour of the working class has struck. The social revolution has
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begun, and here, on the plains of Russia, the first battle of the vanguard is be
fought.

History does not ask whether we are in the right or not, whether we are ready
revolution or not. A favourable opportunity has occurred. Seize it, and the who
world will belong to the workers. If you let it pass, there may not be a second for
century.

This is not the time to talk of the 'building of a new social order within the she
of the old'. The old social order is splitting its shell. The workers must establish tl
dictatorship of the proletariat, which alone can build the new order. . . .

We understand and share your hatred of the principles and tactics of the yell
socialists, who have discredited even the name of socialism in all countries of t
world. Our goal is the same as yours—a community without State, withot
government, without classes, in which the workers manage the means of product
and distribution for the welfare of the entire people.

We are sending you this letter, comrades of the IWW, in recognition of yot
many years of heroic participation in the class struggle ... to explain communi
principles and the communist programme.

We call on you, who are revolutionaries, to join the Communist Internationa
which was born in the dawn of the social revolution. . . .

The capitalists of the whole world—American, as well as French, Italian, Englist
German, etc.—are now making plans to chain the workers once for all to a ne
complete, and final subjection.

Either this, or the dictatorship of the working class; there can be no thir
alternative. The workers must now decide.

Capitalism is making desperate efforts to re-establish its precarious rule. T
workers must, therefore, seize State power, in order to transform the whole soc
order in their own interests. . . .

Will the capitalists succeed in their intentions?

They certainly will, unless the workers declare war on the entire capitalist syste!
overthrow the capitalist governments, and set up a government of the working cla
which abolishes the institution of capitalist private property and makes all wealth tl
common property of the workers.

That is what the workers of Russia did, and that is the only way in which tt
workers of other countries can shake off industrial slavery and transform the wol
so that the workers get the benefit of everything they produce and no one can exg
the labour of others.

But the Russian revolution cannot survive if the workers of other countries do n
rise against their capitalists. The capitalists of the whole world have grasped f
danger that Soviet Russia's example offers, and have united to destroy it. The All
quickly forgot their hatred of Germany
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and called on the German capitalists to join them in their common cause.

And the workers of other countries are beginning to understand. Tk
revolutionary wave is rising in Italy, Germany, France, and England. . . . The soc
revolution has begun; the first battles are raging in Russia. It will not wait while th
workers experiment with reforms. The capitalists have already overthrown Sovi
Hungary. If they can keep their power and suppress the workers' movement in ot
countries, then the industrial slave State will inevitably follow. Before it is too late
the class-conscious workers of the world must prepare themselves to meet
capitalist offensive, to attack capitalism and abolish it, and to get rid of it for ever...

In the place of the capitalist State the workers must build their own worker
State, set up the dictatorship of the proletariat. In order to destroy the capitalist St:
to break the resistance of the capitalists, and to disarm the capitalist class, in orde
seize the property of the capitalists and to hand it over to the entire working class
for all these tasks a government is necessary, a State, the dictatorship of
proletariat, through which the workers in their Soviets can eradicate the capital
order with an iron hand.

That is just what is happening in Soviet Russia. But the dictatorship of tf
proletariat is only a temporary measure. We communists also want to abolish 1
State. The State can exist only as long as the class struggle lasts. . . .

Every worker knows that when there is a strike there must be a strike committs
a central body conducting the strike whose orders must be obeyed. This commit
is elected and controlled by the ordinary workers. Soviet Russia is 'on strike' agai
the entire capitalist world. The social revolution is a general strike against the ent
capitalist system. The dictatorship of the proletariat is the strike committee of tl
social revolution. .. .

As the most important revolutionary-syndicalist organization among th
revolutionary industrial unions in America, the IWW should take the initiative in
seeking a basis for the unification of all unions with a class-conscious, revolutiong
character, of all workers who recognize the class struggle, such as the Union
Industrial Workers, the One Big Union, and the few revolutionary unions in th
AFL. This is not the time to quarrel about names or minor organizational questior
The chief thing is to unite all workers who at the critical moment will be capable ¢
revolutionary mass action.

As revolutionaries they should not repulse the attempts of the Americe
communists to get agreement on joint revolutionary action. The political party ar
the industrial organization must work shoulder to shoulder for the commo
purpose—the abolition of capitalism by the dictatorship of
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the proletariat and the establishment of Soviets; the dissolution of classes and of
State.
The Communist International extends a brotherly hand to the IWW.

President of the ECCI, G.
ZINOVIEV

EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER FROM THE ECCI TO THE STRASBOURG
CONGRESS OF THE FRENCH SOCIALIST PARTY

17 January 1920 Beschlusse des ersten Kongresses, p. 194

[The Strasbourg congress voted 4,300 to 300 to leave the Second International,
3,000 to 1,600 against joining the Third. Cachin and Frossard, representing f
centre, were appointed as a delegation to visit Russia.]

The ECCI trusts that the pressure of the French working masses will induce t
Strasbourg congress to break with the Second International.... It appeals to
communist elements in France to unite into one organization and to declare oy
war on the traitors to the proletariat.

Cleanse the proletarian ranks of the adherents of the vyellow Secol
International.. . .

President of the ECCI, G.
ZINOVIEV

EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER FROM THE ECCI TO THE CENTRAL COM-
MITTEE OF THE GERMAN COMMUNIST PARTY AND THE PRESIDIUM OF
THE GERMAN INDEPENDENT SOCIAL-DEMOCRATIC PARTY

5 February 1920 Beschlusse des ersten Kongresses, p. 195

[A group of members of the German Social-Democratic Party (SPD) broke away
March 1916, as a left-wing anti-war opposition, and in the following year, at
congress in Gotha in April, formed the Independent Social-Democratic Par
(USPD—the 'Independents'); among its leaders were Kautsky and Bernstein.
included, on the extreme left, the Spartakusbund, which later became the Gern
Communist Party. 'We joined the USPD', said Liebknecht, 'in order to drive the
forward, to have them within reach of our whip'. The USPD left the SPD-USPI
coalition Government, formed in November 1918, at the end of that year.

At its Leipzig congress in December 1919 the USPD voted by 227 to 54 to lea
the Second International, and by 169 to 114 against joining the Third. It sugges
that a conference be called of the 'Third International and other sociali
revolutionary organizations' to discuss the foundation of a comprehensi
international to include them all.
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In Left-wing' Communism Lenin wrote that the movement to the left in German
had strengthened the USPD rather than the KPD. This made it the more necessal
win over the USPD. 'The USPD is obviously not homogeneous: alongside the ¢
opportunist leaders . . . there has arisen in this party a left, proletarian wing which
growing with remarkable rapidity. . . . To fear a "compromise” with this wing of the
party is positively ridiculous. On the contrary, it is the duty of the communists t
seek and to find a suitable form of compromise with them, such a compromise as,
the one hand, would facilitate and accelerate the necessary complete fusion with
wing, and, on the other, would in no way hamper the communists in the
ideological and political struggle against the opportunist right wing.'

This letter prefigures the '21 conditions of admission to the Communis
International’ adopted by its second congress later in the year.]

The last congress of the Independent Social-Democratic Party decided to prop
to the Communist International and other 'social-revolutionary organizations' th
they unite into a common international organization. The ECCI regards it as its dt
to place this question before all revolutionary workers. It assumes that the op
discussion of this question before the broad working masses of all genuine
revolutionary elements of the international army of the proletariat is the onl
possible course, and not an agreement come to behind the scenes. The follov
considerations are therefore a reply to Crispien's letter of 15 December 1919 to
ECCI which was published in the Freiheit of 2 January 1920.

I. THE WORKERS IN THE USPD AND THEIR LEADERS DURING THE
REVOLUTION

The Communist International is well aware that the workers who belong to tf
Independent Party think quite differently from their right-wing leaders. This is th
starting-point of our appraisal of the situation in the USPD. The Communis
International regards the Leipzig resolution as a change in the political direction
this party made in response to the pressure of that part of the German working cl
organized inside the party. Learning from the experience of the revolution, th
section of the working class is coming more and more to take up the standpoint
proletarian dictatorship and mass struggle for the dictatorship under the banner
the Communist International. The opportunist right-wing party elite is doing its be:
to hamper this movement by recognizing it in words but in fact doing everything
can to prevent the development of the revolution. These opportunist ‘centris
restrained the proletariat from any active mass action during the imperialist we
supported the treacherous policy of defence of the bourgeois 'fatherland’, denied
necessity of an illegal organization, and shrank from the idea of civil war. When tt
revolution broke out they formed a government with the avowed traitors of th
working class, sanctioned the disgraceful expulsion of the Berlin
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embassy of the Russian proletariat, and supported the policy of breaking diplome
relations with the Soviet Republic. The right-wing leaders of the Independents ha
since the beginning of the German revolution preached orientation towards t
Entente and opposed with all their strength the alliance between Germany &
Soviet Russia. The right-wing leaders have systematically spread petty-bourge
illusions among the German workers about the nature of Wilsonism. They prai
Wilson, and describe him as the defender of a just peace and the representativ
democracy. Thanks to their tactics the State machine of Wilhelm's Empire, whi
was kept out of sight behind republican flags, remained completely untouched.

At the decisive moment of struggle against the executioner of the working clas
Noske, the right-wing leaders of the Independents adopted a conciliatory policy
dishonourable bargaining, weakened the revolutionary will of the workers
destroyed the unity of the proletariat in struggle, and thus promoted its defeat. . . .

It is now quite clear that the German revolution is taking such a painful cour:
because the Scheidemanns have succeeded in disarming the people, becaus
beginning of the revolution did not lead to an association between Germany a
Soviet Russia, because the old apparatus of power has remained intact.
enormous part of the guilt and responsibility for this rests on the right-wing leade
of the USPD.

To straighten the line again these mistakes must be understood and corrected
straighten the party line, even if this is done over the heads of some leaders, is
primary task of the workers who belong to the party of the Independents.

2. THE CHIEF MISTAKES OF THE USPD AND OF CENTRIST PARTIES
GENERALLY

The ideology of the leaders of the USPD is not a specifically Germa
phenomenon. The followers of Longuet in France, the ILP in England, the ASP
America, and other parties have the same standpoint. Their characteristic feature
constant vacillation between the open social-treachery of the Noske type and
policy of the revolutionary proletariat, i.e. of communism. These mistakes may |
summarized as follows:

(1) The dictatorship of the proletariat means the overthrow of the bourgeoisie |
a class, the proletariat, in fact by its revolutionary vanguard. It is a denial of tt
point of view of the dictatorship of the proletariat and the adoption of the point ¢
view of bourgeois democracy to demand that the vanguard must first win over t
majority of the people in elections to a bourgeois parliament or bourgeo
constituent assembly, etc., that is, by an election when wage slavery is still
existence, when exploiters are still at large, and private property in the means
production still prevails. . . .
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(2) The dictatorship of the proletariat means recognition of the necessity
forcibly suppressing the resistance of the exploiters, means the readiness, the ab
and the resolution to do this. The bourgeoisie, even the most republican a
democratic (for example in Germany, Switzerland, or America) systematically resc
to pogroms, to lynch justice, to murder, to armed violence, to terror again
communists, and are in reality opposed to all revolutionary steps of the proletari
In these circumstances to renounce the use of force and of terror is to act like
whining petty-bourgeois, to sow reactionary philistine illusions about social peas
is, to put it concretely, to show fear of the officer's sword. . . .

(3) The same is true of the civil war. After the imperialist war, confronted witt
reactionary generals and officers who use terror against the proletariat, faced w
the fact that new imperialist wars are already being prepared by the present policy
all bourgeois States, and not only deliberately prepared but following with objecti
inevitability from their entire policy—in these circumstances and in this situation t
condemn civil war against the exploiters, to bemoan it and fear it is, in reality, |
become a reactionary. It means fearing the victory of the workers which may cc
10,000 victims while accepting a new imperialist butchery which cost millions o
victims yesterday and will cost as many tomorrow. . . .

(9) The Independents, the right wing, and the followers of Longuet, are n
conducting any agitation in the army (in favour of entry into the army for the
purpose of preparing it to go over to the side of the workers against the bourgeois
They are not creating any organization for this purpose. They are making no reply
the violence of the bourgeoisie, who are constantly over-stepping 'legality’ (durit
the war as well as after it), by systematic propaganda of illegal organizations and
creation of such organizations. Unless legal work is combined with illegal work ar
legal organizations with illegal organizations there can be no truly revolutionar
party of the proletariat, either in Germany or in Sweden, in England, in France, or
America.

(10) The basic question of the socialist revolution, the expropriation of th
exploiters, is discussed by the right-wing leaders in terms of 'nationalization' and
put in a reformist and not in a revolutionary sense. The word nationalization gloss
over the necessity for confiscation which arises from the unbearable burden
imperialist debts and the impoverishment of the workers, it glosses over tl
resistance of the exploiters and the necessity for revolutionary measures by
proletariat to suppress that resistance. It creates reformist illusions which are whc
incompatible with the dictatorship of the proletariat.

(11) The Communist International regards it as not only incorrect but &
inadmissible in principle for the USPD, which has in fact taken over the
fundamental ideas of the German Spartakists although it has
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appropriated these ideas too slowly, too inconsistently and incompletely, to s
nothing in the resolutions of its congresses about amalgamation with the Commur
Party of Germany (with the Spartakusbund). The unity of the revolutionar
proletariat demands this amalgamation, for it is impossible in fact to recognize tl
dictatorship of the proletariat and Soviet power without taking concrete, serious a
deliberate steps in that direction, so that the vanguard of the proletariat of t
country in question, which has demonstrated in prolonged and severe strug
(against the opportunists as well as against the syndicalists and the allegedly |
wing semi-anarchists) its capacity to lead the working masses towards dictatorst
shall be supported by all class-conscious workers, consolidate its authority, a
carefully guard and develop its traditions. . . .

3. THE USPD AND THE INTERNATIONAL

The same petty-bourgeois cowardly policy is being pursued by the right-win
leaders of the USPD on the question of the international unification of th
proletariat.

(1) The right-wing Independents and the followers of Longuet are not trying t
deepen and develop in the masses a realization of the corruption and rottennes
the reformism which in fact prevailed in the Second International (1889-1914) ai
destroyed it; they are obscuring this realization and concealing the disease instea
exposing it. The question of the collapse of the Second International, a quest
which is of the greatest historical importance, the causes of that collapse, the cl
mistakes and crimes of the Second International, the part it plays as a subsidi
branch of the 'League of Nations'—none of these questions has been discusse:
the USPD, which means that they are concealing these crimes and befogging
class consciousness of the proletarian masses.

(2) The right Independents and the followers of Longuet do not understand a
explain to the masses that the imperialist super-profits of the advanced countr
enabled and enable them to bribe the upper strata of the proletariat, to throw th
crumbs of these super-profits drawn from the colonies and from the financi
exploitation of weak countries, to create a privileged section of skilled workers, etc

Without exposing this evil, without fighting not only against the trade unior
bureaucracy but also against all petty-bourgeois manifestations of the craft &
labour aristocracy, without the ruthless expulsion of the representatives of ti
attitude from the revolutionary party, without calling in the lower strata, the broa
masses, the real majority of the exploited, there can be no talk of the dictatorshir
the proletariat.

(3) The reluctance or the inability to break with the upper ranks of the worke
who have been corrupted by imperialism is shown among the right-win
Independents and the followers of Longuet by their failure to
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support outright and unconditionally all insurrections and revolutionary movemen
among the colonial peoples. In these circumstances the condemnation of coloi
policy and imperialism is nothing but hypocrisy, or the meaningless sighs of thicl
headed philistines. . . .

(4) While the leaders of the USPD, urged forward by the working masses, en
into negotiations with the Communist International, they also have dealings with tl
parties of the Second International (including Mannerheim's Finnish Socia
Democratic Party). They refer to these parties as social-revolutionary and th
suggest that the Communist International shall unite with these parties. Tt
hopeless attempt to found a fourth bastard International without a clear programr
without defined tactics, without prospects for the future, without any perspective, |
of course, doomed to failure. But it shows that the right-wing leaders are sabotag
the decision of the Leipzig congress of their party and have no intention of maki
an honest alliance with the vanguard of the fighting international proletariat.

In this connexion the ECCI declares . . .

(b) The ECCI is of the opinion that it is not possible in the interests of success
the international proletarian struggle to allow the creation on whatever pretext
any new international association of workers, which could not in fact be in ar
circumstances revolutionary. Splintering of the forces of the international proletari
would only be to the advantage of capital and its servants among one-time sociali

(c) The ECCI considers it highly desirable to enter into negotiations with th
parties which declare themselves ready for a final break with the Secol
International. With this in view it requests the representatives of these parties
come to Russia, where the executive organ of the Communist International has
seat. However great the technical difficulties involved in crossing frontiers it is sti
quite possible, as experience has shown, for the delegates of the party to make
journey.

(d) The ECCI is aware that in consequence of the complex relations and t
specific peculiarities of the development of the revolution, full account must b
taken of these peculiarities. We are quite prepared to extend the Third Internatior
to take into consideration the experience of the proletarian movement in :
countries, to amend and extend the programme of the Third International on t
basis of Marxist theory and the experience of the revolutionary struggle throughc
the world.

We decisively reject any co-operation with the right-wing leaders of the
Independents and the followers of Longuet who are dragging the movement bz
into the bourgeois swamp of the yellow Second International.

In welcoming that section of the decision of the Leipzig congress which refers
a breach with the Second International, the ECCI invites the USPD delegation
negotiate, and expresses the firm conviction that as a
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result of the growing revolutionary consciousness of the proletarian masses f
leadership of the USPD will be cleaned up, the party will be brought te
amalgamation with the Communist Party of Germany, and its best elements at |
organized under the common banner of the Communist International.

The ECCI suggests to the advanced workers of Germany that this reply shall
discussed in open proletarian meetings and that precise and clear answers
requested from the USPD leaders to the questions which have been put.

ECCI MANIFESTO ON THE DANGER OF A RUSSO-POLISH WAR

| 7 February 1920 Beschlusse des ersten Kongresses, p. 214

[In January 1920 the Council of People's Commissars proposed negotiations w
Poland, and early in February the Central Executive Committee addressed a I
appeal to the Polish people disclaiming any intention of planting communism c
Polish soil by force. The Poles also made half-hearted overtures, but neither side
confidence in the other's intentions. Lloyd George informed the House of Commo
that at the end of January he had told the Polish representatives that the Bri
Government 'could not advise Poland to open war on Russia'.]

The French, English, and American Governments, which for four year
conducted such a bloody war, ostensibly in the name of democracy, liberty, and
establishment of lasting peace among the peoples, are now inciting Poland to
against Soviet Russia, the same Poland which received its freedom a
independence not from the hands of these imperialist Governments, but thanks c
to the revolution in Russia and Germany. Clemenceau's political testament was
instruction to wage war against Soviet Russia to the last drop of blood of the I
Polish soldier. Along the entire front where Poland has cut into Lithuania, Whit
Russia, and the Ukraine, without taking any notice of the desires of the inhabital
of these countries, the Polish proletariat dressed in Scottish uniforms presented
the English benefactors, are conducting a bloody fight against Russian peasants
workers.

Now, after the final defeat of Yudenich, Kolchak, and Denikin, a Polish wa
against Russia seems at first glance unlikely. If these white generals who brou
into action not only all the forces of the Russian bourgeoisie but also everything tt
was left over from the feudal, Tsarist regime under the device of 'Great Russia,
and indivisible', and who were supported not only by international capitalism b
also by the burning hatred for the revolution of all bourgeois elements of ol
Russia—if they could not withstand the mighty onslaught of the Red Army, coul
Poland really dare



FEBRUARY 1920 81

with the tiny forces at its disposal to take up battle against the workers' and pease
republic of Russia? If the Polish Government did that it would be a sensele:
suicidal adventure.

And yet, comrades, we must openly admit that this adventure is possible and
workers throughout the world must do everything in their power to prevent it.

In the first place the Allies are doing their utmost to force Poland into thi
desperate venture. At Versailles they tried to annihilate Germany economically a
to break Central Europe into pieces, to dismember it so that the financial sha
could more easily swallow the peoples of Germany, Austria, and the Balkal
piecemeal. But the peoples of Europe are not Hindus and Negroes, and since
French capitalists know this they fear the consequences of their policy. They do |
believe that the German people, throttled in the noose of Versailles, will quietly ai
patiently endure the yoke of a shameful servitude. Just as after the defeat of Fra
in 1871 Bismarck lived in constant fear of the possibility of a Franco-Russia
alliance against Germany, so today the rulers of France regard with fear t
threatening spectre of revolt among the peoples of Central Europe. And in particu
they fear the thought that the Russian people, once they have settled accounts
their innumerable enemies, will unite with the German people, emancipated frc
capital and from the Junkers, and will later give powerful assistance to the Fren
and English workers against their oppressors.

But the French bourgeoisie have other fears also. They are afraid of a strc
'‘Great Russia', a Russia of landlords and capitalists. If reaction in Russia were
succeed with the help of the Allies in defeating workers' and peasants' Russ
Russian reaction would be driven in alliance with destroyed imperialist Germany
turn on its saviours in order to get for itself some of the booty which the Frenc
English, American, and Japanese capitalists have divided up among themselves.
Russian reaction could only go on fooling the masses of workers and peasants by
glitter of external conquest, by the illusion of a 'Great Russia'. This fear of a futu
alliance of the revolutionary proletariats of Russia and Germany on the one hai
and the fear of a possible coalition of reactionary Germany and reactionary Rus
on the other, determines the policy of the Allies, and particularly of bourgeoi
France, towards Poland. . ..

Since Poland is thrust like a wedge between Russia and Germany, French caf
decided to make it into a military bulwark against Germany and a barrier against t
East, in order to maintain in Europe a new balance of power that would I
advantageous for bourgeois France. . . .

But it is not only against a possible future war with Germany that bourgeo
France wants to use Poland. It wants to use Poland now as an executioner, to for
to strangle the Soviet regime in Russia and to do this as
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quickly as possible, before the victory of the working class in Germany. If befor
that victory Soviet Russia has been swept away, then Marshal Foch, unopposed,
occupy the Rhine coal basin with his black and yellow troops and cut the proletari
revolution in Germany off from its most important sources of strength and life. An
having settled one by one with the revolution in Russia and Germany, the Frer
exploiters hope to be able to settle accounts with their own proletariat without a
great difficulty.

That is why the French bourgeoisie are urging Poland on so feverishly to w
with Soviet Russia. . . .

Soviet Russia has several times proposed peace negotiations to the Po
Republic, and has not only emphasized its unqualified recognition of Polis
independence but also its complete willingness to settle all questions in dispute
peaceful means. It has done everything in its power to prevent a new war and furt
bloodshed.

Now it is up to you, comrades in all countries. The Polish workers have shov
their opposition to the war in many demonstrations and strikes. Honour is due to
Polish workers who in these most difficult conditions have done their duty.

French and English workers, it is up to you to support the Polish proletariat whi
is fighting against the war. Save Poland from the horrors of war. Help the Poli
workers to free their land from the yoke of the masters and the intrigues of tl
Entente; help Soviet Russia to avoid a new war.

EXTRACTS FROM AN ECCI MANIFESTO ON THE CIVIL WAR IN
GERMANY

25 March 1920 Beschlusse des ersten Kongresses, p. 241

[The Kapp putsch, a short-lived rebellion of officers and Freikorps against tt
Weimar Republic, opened on 13 March 1920 with the entry of troops under Gene
von Luttwitz into Berlin. The Government withdrew to Dresden and then Stuttgar
and von Luttwitz set up a right-wing government of 'neutral experts' unde
Wolfgang Kapp. The Reichswehr refused to intervene. The trade union federati
called a general strike. The Communist Party Zentrale (the small workin
committee of seven members of the Central Committee, permanently resident
Berlin, which later became the politburo) issued a statement disclaiming interest
the affair—The proletariat will not lift a finger for the democratic republic'—
contending that naked reaction made the real situation clearer. The rank and file
the communist party, however, followed the trade union lead, and on 15 March t
KPD came out in support of the strike. Paul Levi, a member of the Zentrale, was
prison at the time of the putsch, and vigorously attacked the policy of the KP
Zentrale. The KPD congress which met shortly afterwards endorsed tt
condemnation. The strike was successful, and Kapp's government lasted only a
days, but severe reprisals were taken
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against the strikers in various parts of the country. In putting down the resistance
trade union and socialist organizations in the Ruhr, the Reichswehr was permitted
the Allies to enter the 'neutral zone' demilitarized by the Versailles treaty. In tt
report of the German party to the second Comintern congress it was stated that, '
well known, and has never been concealed, that in the situation created by the K
putsch the party leadership in a certain sense failed to act'. The party members
however, ignoring the leadership, went into action. The KPD, which had led a mo
or less illegal existence since January 1919, became a legal party in April 1920.]

However the struggles which are now being fought out in the streets of Germ
towns may end, the events now taking place are among the most significant in
history of the international proletarian revolution.

For a year and a half the white social-democratic Government, the murderers
Karl Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg, have systematically disarmed the Germ
workers and armed the offspring of the German bourgeoisie. The white soci
democrats cleared the road for the white generals, and when these white gene
thought that they were sufficiently strong and the German revolution sufficientl
demoralized by the treacherous social-democrats, they attempted to bring abol
counterrevolutionary change in Germany.

But they miscalculated. The entire proletariat of Germany without exceptio
sprang into action. The cowardly gang of Ebert and Noske fled from Berlin in fe:
of their own generals, but the heroic Berlin proletariat in one tremendous outbu
thrust aside the government of the white generals which could only keep going fo
few days. The generals' counterrevolution worked a miracle; it opened the eyes
even those backward strata of the workers who, demoralized by the propagand:
the yellow social-democrats, had formerly put their trust in the Government of Ebe
and Noske. With one powerful blow the Berlin proletariat pushed the gangs
Liittwitz and Kapp out of their town. The flame of the general strike has spread ov
practically the whole of Germany. . . .

The German workers have got arms, that is the chief thing, and there is no po\
on earth which can take these arms away from them, because they have realized
a military dictatorship is inevitable if the workers are once again disarmed. |
incredibly difficult circumstances the Red Army is being formed in Germany and
is growing in spite of everything, to the horror of those who oppress the proletari
and the joy of the workers of all countries. The formation of a standing Red Arm
however small in numbers for the time being, is of tremendous importance for tl
fate of the proletarian revolution in Germany. Nor is it of small value that th
agricultural workers and farm labourers are joining the insurrectionary urba
proletariat in great numbers, are arming themselves and hastening to the help of
advanced troops in the towns as a reserve.
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The civil war in Germany will not end until victory is in the hands of the workers
Neither treachery by the trade union 'leaders’' nor rotten compromises hatched ou
the right wing of the Independents, who are no different from the Scheidemanns, «
save the power of the bourgeoisie. The lesson was too clear, the impulse which
the whole of working Germany in movement was too strong. The German worke
road to power is covered with thorns; the bourgeoisie and their servants, the wt
social-democrats, are resisting stubbornly, but nothing can save bourgeois rule. -
throne of the bourgeoisie is tottering in Germany also. Should the French a
English capitalists send their troops tomorrow to tame the German workers they v
on the following day see with horror that the soldiers they have sent are fraternizi
with the German workers. Intervention by the French and English capitalists w
carry the communist wave like an echo to England and France and accelerate
ripening revolution in those countries. The bourgeoisie cannot avoid their fate. T
proletarian revolution and the establishment of Soviet power throughout Europe
as inevitable as that morning shall follow the dark night.

What has the attempt at counter-revolution in Germany shown to the workers
all countries? It has proved once again without any possibility of doubt how rigl
the Communist International was when it declared time and time again that as
epoch of civil war opens there are only two dictatorships possible: either tt
dictatorship of the proletariat which liberates all mankind and rebuilds the whole
life on communist foundations, or the dictatorship of the most reactionary and bru
bourgeois and generals who draw the knots tighter round the neck of the worki
class and lead humanity into new wars. One dictatorship or the other; there is
third. . ..

The victory of Soviet power in Germany will give the cause of proletariar
revolution in all countries a gigantic impulse forward. The league of two Sovie
republics, Russia and Germany, will strengthen both of them and make it possil
for the German and Russian workers to organize their economic life and to save
people from hunger. The league of two Soviet republics will act as a powerfi
magnet attracting the proletariat of the entire world, and to this league of two Sov
republics others will be added one by one as the proletarian dictatorship triumphs
other countries.

Workers of Germany 1 Now you can all see where the policy of white socia
democracy leads. You can see quite clearly how Scheidemann and Ebert betra
you to the German bourgeoisie. Now you can see how the gangs despatchec
Ebert and Scheidemann are shooting down not only communists but also soc
democratic workers who with arms in hand are taking up the fight against reactic
Arm yourselves, German proletarians; take arms wherever you can find them, set
your councils. The condi-
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tions which are now being created will put new life into the councils. Yellow social
democracy cannot strangle them now as it did a year ago. Build up your Red Ari
without a moment's delay wherever you can form red detachments. . . . Fren
English and Belgian soldiers, if you are sent against your brothers, tt
insurrectionary German workers, if you are ordered to turn your bayonets against
starving German proletarians, their wives and mothers, turn these bayonets aga
your own bourgeois authorities; go over to the side of the rebels and fraternize w
them. Remember that for an honest worker there is no greater crime than to stain
hands with the blood of the workers of another country. Remember that the Gern
workers are fighting for bread, for peace, for freedom. Remember that there w
only be an end to war if with an iron hand we put an end to the power of tt
capitalists.

EXTRACTS FROM A MANIFESTO TO THE COMMUNIST PARTIES OF
BULGARIA, RUMANIA, SERBIA, AND TURKEY

5 March [April] 1920 Beschlusse des ersten Kongresses, p. 229

[The Balkan Social-Democratic Federation was founded in 1910 at a conference
Belgrade attended by the social-democratic parties of Bulgaria, Serbia, Rumar
and Greece; in 1914 it came out against the war; in 1919, at a conference in Sofi:
changed its name to Balkan Communist Federation and decided to affiliate to f
Third International. Its affiliation was accepted in 1920. Its object was to concert tt
activities of the Balkan communist parties on questions concerning the peninsula
a whole. The Turkish Communist Party was founded illegally in June 1920. In Jul
1919 the 'narrow' Bulgarian Socialists (Tesniaki) voted for affiliation to the Thirc
International. The elections in Bulgaria gave the communists 50 seats out of a tc
of 229; the Agrarian Party won no seats, and the social-democrats 9. The electi
were held on 28 March.]

The Communist International sends its joyful greetings to the communis
movement in the Balkan countries. The brilliant victory of the Bulgarian
Communist Party in the elections to the Sobranie, the mass strikes a
demonstrations which have taken place recently in Bulgaria and which have oft
led to bloody encounters with the troops, the wave of economic and political strik
in Rumania during the past year, the action of the Bucharest proletariat in Decem
1918 that ended with the shooting down of dozens of workers, the offici
adherence of the Serbian Social-Democratic Workers' Party to the Thil
International—all these clearly indicate the revolutionary frame of mind of the
Balkan proletariat who have shown their desire to follow in the footsteps of tt
Russian
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proletariat and to strive for the dictatorship and the establishment of Sovi
power....

The programme and the methods of struggle pursued by the Russian proletaric
the severe and bloody experience of three years of revolution are in conformity w
the interests of the proletarian masses in all countries, including the countries of
Balkans and the Danube.

Because of their geographical and economic position the Balkan and Danubi
countries were drawn long ago into the sphere of interests of the imperialist Powe
The pressure of Tsarist, capitalist Russia towards the Mediterranean, of impel
Austria and Germany to the shores of the Aegean, Asia Minor, and Mesopotam
the struggle of England, France, and Italy to get the upper hand in tt
Mediterranean, in Egypt, and in Mesopotamia—all these strands met al
interlocked in the Balkans, which is the focal point of the roads to the South and
the Near and Far East.

The bloody rivalry for the upper hand in the Balkans lasted for decades, but wh
these rivals out of sheer exhaustion ceased waging war the ruling classes of
Balkan countries who had become their agents and servants continued the
among themselves. The last imperialist war began in the Balkans; it had a preluds
the Balkan war of 1912-13 which ended without complete victory for any of th
groups taking part and provided the occasion for the opening of the 1914 w
among the imperialist great Powers, to settle finally the question who should rt
the Balkan peninsula and control the main roads to Asia and the Mediterranean.

In order to draw the Balkan States into war against one another their imperial
patrons exploited the greed of the bourgeoisie for territorial conquest and entic
them with promises of a 'Great Bulgaria', 'Great Serbia’, or 'Great Rumania'. Th
incited the different nationalities against each other, made loans for armamer
taking as pledge the mines and harbours, and in fact transforming these count
into their colonies. . . .

The struggle to take possession of the Rumanian oil fields waged by Americ
capital on one side and Anglo-American capital on the other clearly proves that t
Allies have no intention whatever of guaranteeing to the Balkan bourgeoisie ti
enjoyment of the fruits of their victory.

As a result of this policy the prospects for the future awaiting the Balkan peopl
are even worse than their present situation. The new national divisions whi
followed the dismemberment of Austria-Hungary and the defeat of Bulgaria ar
Turkey have made the nationality problem in the Balkan peninsula even mc
complex than it was before the war. Under the rule of the victors far more peoy
have acquired alien nationality, and the policy of national oppression, the policy
insatiable militarism awakens a still greater desire for emancipation, and th
struggle for emancipation is taking on an ever larger scope. . . .
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Only the proletariat can avert a new catastrophe by its victory and free tl
working and peasant masses from economic and national oppression. Only
victory of the proletarian dictatorship can unite the masses in a Balkan or Balk
and Danubian federal, socialist, Soviet republic, liberate them both from the feuc
capitalist exploitation of their own and the foreign bourgeoisie as well as fror
colonial servitude and national dissensions. The communist party is called upon
circumstances to play an even greater part in the Balkan peninsula than in
capitalist countries where there are no nationality problems. All the efforts of tt
Balkan communist parties should be directed to fulfilling this great historica
mission of communism in the Balkans.

In the present preparatory phase of the socialist revolution the Balkan commur
parties must pay great attention to close association and coordination of the work
the different Balkan parties. The experience of the Hungarian Socialist Republ
which collapsed because it came into conflict with the white Governments
Rumania, Yugoslavia, and Czechoslovakia instead of meeting with the support
the workers of those countries, should be a clear enough lesson that without
closest association among all the Balkan parties victory is impossible.

The second lesson which the Balkan and Danubian communist parties must t:
deeply to heart is the necessity of drawing into the communist movement tl
working peasantry, the poor and middle peasants as well as the industrial worke
The triumph and consolidation of Soviet power in Rumania, Bulgaria, Serbi
Greece, and Turkey will depend on the ability of the communists to extend tt
influence of their party to the peasant masses.

EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER FROM THE ECCI TO THE TRADE UNIONS OF
ALL COUNTRIES

April 1920 K.l., 10, col. 1677, May 1920

[The International Federation of Trade Unions was reconstituted at a conference
Amsterdam, July-August 1919. It adopted a resolution condemning the ‘Labo
Convention' (that is, Part XllIl of the Versailles peace treaty) but decided that t
trade unions should attend the first International Labour Conference, to be held
Washington, provided (inter alia) that their representatives were recognized
representing the labour movement. One of the first actions of the IFTU was
appeal to all trade unions for 'mass action' against the blockade of Russia.

The suggestion that a new trade union international should be founded was m
by Zinoviev in March 1920 to the congress of the Russian Communist Party. N
steps were taken immediately, but when in April the IFTU helped to
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organize the conference in Washington at which the ILO was founded, the Russ
trade unions decided to join the Comintern and to appeal to other revolutionary tre
unions to do the same. An international trade union council was formed at the tir
of the second Comintern congress to make preparations for 'an internatio
congress of red trade unions'.]

... What is now to happen to the trade unions? Along what path will they trave
The old union leaders will again try to push the unions on to the bourgeois road. .

What was it in the old trade unions that in fact led to their capitulation to th
bourgeoisie?

A narrow craft spirit. Division into small units. An exaggerated respect fol
bourgeois legality. Emphasis on the labour aristocracy and contempt for the mas:
unskilled workers. High membership dues which an ordinary worker could nc
afford. The leadership of the unions concentrated in the hands of bureaucratic bos
who developed into a caste of officials. The advocacy of a 'neutral' attitude
political questions, which amounted in fact to support of bourgeois policy. /
distortion of the collective agreement system which meant in fact that th
agreements were concluded by the bureaucratic bosses, and kept the worl
covered by the agreements in chains for several years... . Pushing to the front
charitable and mutual benefit activities of the unions as against strike func
Regarding the unions as organizations designed to win partial improvements witt
the capitalist system, not as organizations aiming at the revolutionary overthrow
the entire capitalist system. . . .

Will the unions continue along this old reformist road? That is the question whic
the international labour movement has to answer. We are deeply convinced that
answer will be no.

A fresh wind is blowing through the musty trade union offices. Factory
committees are being formed in England, production councils in Germany, ne
centres are crystallizing in the French unions, unions of unions like the tripl
alliance in England, new currents have set in in the American unions —all these :
symptoms that a radical revaluation of values is taking place in the world tra
union movement.

It is our belief that a new trade union movement is being formed.

What should be its characteristic features?

The new trade union movement should throw overboard all vestiges of the cr;
spirit. It should make its task the direct struggle—shoulder to shoulder with tt
communist parties—for the dictatorship of the proletariat and the Soviet system.
It should place in the foreground the weapon of the general strike and shol
prepare for combining a general strike with armed insurrection. The new unio
should cover the entire mass of workers and not only the labour aristocracy. Tt
should implement the principle of strict centralism and organization by industry, nc
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by occupation. . . . The new unions should start a revolutionary struggle for tl
immediate nationalization of the most important industries, while remembering th
unless the proletariat establishes a Soviet regime no genuine nationalization
possible. . ..

The tremendous wave of strikes spreading across the entire continent of Euro
as well as America and other parts of the world, is the best proof that the unions v
not wither away, but very quickly take on new life. They cannot and will not stan
aside from the immense problems on which the attention of the entire world
fastened and which divide the whole of mankind into two camps, the white and t
red. . ..

The old unions are reshaping; within a year we shall not recognize them. The ¢
bureaucrats will be generals without armies. The new era will advance a ne
generation of proletarian leaders to reshape the trade union movement. B
foreseeing this, the bourgeoisie are not dozing. Through their tried and trust
servants, the old trade union bosses, they are trying to get the unions into their ha
again. At Amsterdam, as you know, a congress was held which called itself
International Trade Union Congress. . . . The illustrious League of Nations, which
in fact a league of imperialist robbers, convened in Washington, and later in Paris
farcical conference on 'international labour protection’, at which two-thirds of th
votes were given to the bourgeoisie, and one-third to bourgeois agents like Legi
Jouhaux, and co., who call themselves the workers' representatives. ... By the un
efforts of bourgeois ministers and trade union bureaucrats they want to pin t
workers' unions into the procrustean bed of petty-bourgeois reformism.

The Communist International calls on the proletariat organized in trade unions
put an end to this bourgeois mockery, to expose this shameful comedy. . . . Tell
whole world that you have nothing in common with these creatures of Clemence
and Wilson. . . .

The Communist International considers that the time has come when the unic
of producers, freed from bourgeois and social-traitor influence, should begin
create their international organization, both for industries and generally. |
opposition to the yellow international of unions which the bourgeois agents a
trying to re-create in Amsterdam, Paris, and Washington, we should put up
genuinely proletarian red international of trade unions, marching side by side wi
the Third International. . . .

The cause of working-class emancipation demands the concentration of all t
organized forces of the proletariat. All kinds of weapons are necessary if we are
make a successful assault on capitalism. The Communist International . . . aims
the closest bonds with the revolutionary unions. It wishes to bring together not or
the political organizations of the workers, but all workers' organizations which i
fact and not only in words are out for revolutionary struggle and for the dictatorsh
of the working
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class. The Executive Committee of the Communist International suggests that |
only the communist parties should attend the congresses of the Commur
International but also those trade unions which have a revolutionary programn
Red trade unions should unite on the international level and become a part (sect
of the Communist International.

We make this proposal to the workers organized in unions throughout the wor
In the trade union movement there is impending that evolution and breakaway wh
occurred in the political parties of the proletariat. Just as all the most importa
workers' parties left the Second International, so all honest unions should break w
the yellow Amsterdam trade union international.

EXTRACTS FROM AN ECCI MANIFESTO ON THE POLISH ATTACK ON
RUSSIA

18May 1920 K.l., 11, col. 1861, June 1920

[Desultory fighting and reluctant armistice overtures preceded the opening of tl
Polish offensive, aimed at annexing part of the Ukraine, at the end of April 192
the Polish army advanced rapidly, capturing Kiev early in May. In the south ¢
Russia civil war flared up again between the Red Army and Wrangel's force
Analysing the mistakes of the KPD during the Kapp putsch, Radek urged tt
German communists to bear in mind that ‘the conflict between Soviet Russia &
Poland opens new perspectives'. Paul Levi is said to have offered commur
support to any German government that would support Russia in this conflict.]

TO THE PROLETARIAT OF ALL COUNTRIES

Workers of all countries! In the East blood flows again. Again vast areas are |z
waste by military operations; again the Russian working masses, thirsting for pes
and for the creative labour of reconstruction and regeneration, are compelled to t:
up arms.

The attack of capitalist and landlord Poland on Soviet Russia has interrupted
work of peaceful construction to which the Russian workers and peasants turr
once they had defeated Kolchak, Denikin, and Yude-nich. . . .

Who is responsible for these new hostilities? You know that the Sovie
Government recognized the independence of the Polish Republic from the very fi
day. . . . You know that to spare the lives of Russian and Polish workers it w
ready to make territorial and economic concessions. You know that, firml
convinced that the Polish workers, allies of the Russian proletariat, would sooner
later take power into their own hand, the Soviet Government was even ready
transfer for the time being to the
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Polish ruling classes territory which, by the composition of its population, shoul
not belong to Poland. . . . Poland replied to the Soviet Government's peace propo
by a treacherous attack on the Ukraine. . . .

But it is not only the Polish landlords and capitalists who are guilty of this wal
The Entente governments are also responsible. They armed and are arming wt
guard Poland. While negotiating with Soviet Russia about the resumption of tra
relations, they have not given up hope of subduing the workers and peasants
Russia. . . . The French capitalists have sent to Poland not only enormous quant
of arms, but also 600 officers. With one word—'Enough of war, enough ¢
destruction. The whole world needs Russia, as a source of grain and r
materials'—the English Government could have stopped this war. But Lloy
George's Government, which in its notes to the Soviet Government appeals to
sentiments of humanity and demands an amnesty for the Russian count
revolutionaries in Archangel and the Crimea, never even thought of telling Polal
that enough blood had been shed.... To a greater or less extent all the Ente
governments are supporting the Polish invaders and robbers.

Workers of the world! Soviet Russia will settle with the shameless bandits «
Polish imperialism, as it settled with Yudenich, Kolchak, and Denikin. . . . But th
question is, how long will the war last, how much blood will be shed, how muc
wealth destroyed, how many more wounds will be inflicted on the Russian peopl
It depends on you, workers of all countries, whether the war will stop as early
possible with the defeat of the Polish capitalists and landlords.

Workers in the ammunition factories of France, England, Italy, and America. D
not turn out a single bullet, a single rifle, not a single gun for Poland.

Transport workers, railwaymen, dockers, seamen! Do not despatch supplies
food to Poland, for it will be used for the war against workers' and peasants' Russi

Workers of all Allied countries! March out on to the streets, demonstrate ar
strike under the slogan: 'No more support for white-guard Poland'....

German railwaymen! Do not pass trains through from France to Poland. Docke
of Danzig! Do not load ships destined for Poland. Austrian railwaymen! Not on
train must get through from Italy to Poland...

Workers of Poland! There is no need to remind you, who are bound to the Russ
proletariat by thirty years of common struggle, of your duty. You will organize
demonstrations and strikes on behalf of peace with Soviet Russia. . . . T
International is convinced that you will now exert your utmost efforts to strike whit
Poland in the rear, so that together with the workers of Russia you will win victor
over the Polish landlords and capitalists. You know that Soviet Russia brings Pols
not oppression, but
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national freedom, freedom from the chains of Allied capital, help in the fight again
your own capitalists. The victory of workers' and peasants' Russia will be tf
victory of the Polish proletariat, brothers and allies of the Russian workers at
peasants. To the attack, Polish workers.

LETTER FROM THE ECCI TO THE PRESIDIUM OF THE
GERMAN INDEPENDENT SOCIAL-DEMOCRATIC PARTY

27 May 1920 Beschlusse des ersten Kongresses, p. 284

[Between the Leipzig and Halle congresses of the USPD the ECCI kept up
continuous stream of propaganda and appeals to the USPD. These negotiat
between the ECCI and the USPD—by-passing the small German Commun
Party—were pressed hard in the attempt to 'capture' an important mass organiza
in Germany (in the June 1920 elections the USPD received 4.9 million votes, wh
the KPD received fewer than half a million).]

Dear Comrades,

The ECCI notes with regret that the Presidium of the USPD has not replied to
letter of 5 February 1920. This letter dealt with all the questions in dispute betwe
us and the USPD. A clear answer would have certainly helped to clear up t
relations of the USPD Presidium with the Third International.

Even more than this failure to reply, the ECCI regrets that the Presidium found
possible to conceal our letter from the membership. The attitude of the USPD to f
Communist International is the concern not only of the party Presidium but of tt
million German workers who support German social-democracy and whos
energetic pressure forced the USPD Presidium to enter into relations with us. T
opinion of the Independent working masses is decisive for the USPD attitude to t
Communist International. For it is not the half dozen men and women who make
the Presidium that decides whether the USPD shall belong to the Commur
International or not, but the million Independent workers who decide by their deec
We are convinced that it is enough for the Independent workers to be brought to
understanding of the meaning of their struggle, for them to decide consciously
favour of the Communist International. To keep our letter secret is therefo
objectively nothing but an attempt to delay the decision of the USPD masses
regard to their relations with the Communist International. Any attempt to excus
this sabotage of the Leipzig congress decision by the USPD Presidium, which has
far done nothing more to carry out the congress decision than send a single letter
reference to external difficulties, the Kapp putsch, and preparations for the electio
is exploded by the simple fact that the
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guestion of international organization is a question of life and death for the strugc
of the German working class. Quite apart from that, however, the publication of o
letter by our West European Secretariat has shown that publication was technic:
possible.

Since we are aware of the serious desire of the great majority of the Independ
workers to enter the Communist International we think it our duty, regardless
obstacles placed in the way of dealing with the question of the internation
unification of the proletariat by the USPD Presidium, to request you to send yo
representatives to Moscow so that we can inform them of the thesis of the ECCI
the tactical questions of the struggle for proletarian dictatorship, and clear up t
question of the reasons why the USPD Presidium is delaying adherence to
Communist International. Then it will be the job of the Independent Germa
workers to decide whether they are in agreement with the Presidium or with t
ECCI.

There are no insuperable technical difficulties in the way of the USPI
representatives making the journey. If it is possible for workers from South Afric:
Australia, and America to get here, sometimes almost entirely of their own accol
then representatives of a party of one million can find their way here if they real
look for it.

With communist greetings, for the ECCI,
K. RADEK, Secretary

EXTRACTS FROM AN OPEN LETTER FROM THE ECCI TO THE MEMBERS
OF THE GERMAN COMMUNIST LABOUR PARTY

2 June 1920 Beschlusse des ersten Kongresses, p. 292

[Lenin regretted the split in the KPD which led to the formation of the KAPD, bu
had been unable to prevent it (communication between the two countries was sl
and difficult). In a letter to the German central committee of 20 October 1919 |
said he had learnt of the split from the official German news broadcast. 'If you are
agreement on basic questions (for Soviet power against bourgec
parliamentarianism) unification is, in my opinion, both possible and necessary.'
regard to the KAPD, as to the IWW, the ECCI was ready to be conciliatory, t
overlook disagreements over secondary matters such as parliamentary activities
order to win the support of organizations hostile to the Second International. At t
foundation congress of the KAPD it was decided to apply for affiliation to the
Comintern, and two delegates, Jung and Appelt, were sent to Moscow.

Laufenberg and Wolffheim had advocated 'National Bolshevism', i.e. cooperatic
with the right-wing nationalist German parties on an anti-Versailles, anti-west, an
social-democratic programme. Their proposals, communicated
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to Radek, were rejected by Lenin, and the two were expelled from the KPD. In Ap
1920 the ECCI had dissolved the Amsterdam bureau of the Comintern, whc
leaders were in sympathy with the KAPD, stating that 'on some highly importa
questions the Amsterdam bureau is following a line which departs in principle fro
the line of the ECCI. In these circumstances the Executive has no choice but
cancel the powers given to the group of Dutch comrades'.

The following resolution was unanimously adopted by the ECCI: 'We ar
convinced that the differences with the Dutch comrades will be quickly resolved.
contrast to the Second International, we do not conceal our differences nor do
permit ambiguous formulations. On a number of questions (trade union
parliament), the Dutch bureau has adopted an attitude inconsistent with that of
Executive Committee. The Dutch bureau did not inform the Executive Committee
its differing point of view before convening the international conference ir
Amsterdam.

'In view of this the Executive Committee declares that the mandate of the Dut
bureau has lost validity and withdraws that mandate. The Executive Committ
instructs the little bureau to send the Dutch comrades a full report on this matt
The functions of the Dutch bureau are transferred to the West European Secretat
The conference referred to met early in February 1920 and was attended
delegates from left-wing groups in Holland, Britain, France, Italy, Belgium,
Germany, the Scandinavian countries, and America. Michael Borodin attended
ECCI delegate. The conference was dispersed by the Dutch police on the second
and accomplished nothing.]

Comrades,

On 4 April 1920 a congress was opened in Berlin on the initiative of a few grouj
of the 'left' opposition which proclaimed itself a new party, the Communist Labot
Party. According to the organizers of the congress it represented about 38,(
members.

The ECCI only learned about this congress a few weeks after it took place. V
received no information that it was to be held. The statement made by the organiz
(see the minutes) that a representative of the West European Bureau of
Communist International was present at the congress is not correct.

The ECCI has received the report of the representatives of your Party Presidi
on the foundation of the Communist Labour Party and has thoroughly examined it
a prolonged discussion, together with all the material relevant to the subject. T
Executive Committee on the basis of a full knowledge of the facts then decided
address the present letter to you in order to explain the point of view which tt
Executive Committee takes up on the disputed questions of the German revolutiol

We know that the overwhelming majority of the members of the Germa
Communist Labour Party are honest, revolutionary-minded workers; we know th
they are filled with a sacred desire to fight for the emancipation of the proletariat; v
know that they are deeply convinced that they stand
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on the platform of the Communist International. We know that what we have to s:
about the attitude of the Communist Labour Party will cause them pain.

But in contrast to the Second International the directing body of the Thir
International regards conflicts within the individual parties not from a 'diplomatic
standpoint, and does not allow itself to be guided merely by considerations of
formal and organizational character. The ECCI sees it as its duty to be a guidi
political centre for the workers' movement of all countries. In the present case
considers it its duty to speak clearly on the nature of the disputes and proble
which have become so acute because of the communist split in Germany.

We are not by any means adherents of unity at any price. The ECCI is fully awe
that there are situations in which it is the sacred duty of a revolutionary to split
party organization. Such cases occur when the old party organization has becc
unfaithful to the interests of the proletariat and is leading the proletariat along tl
path to ruin. The organizers of the new Communist Labour Party who took tt
initiative in splitting the German communists did not by any means, we are deef
convinced, find themselves in such a situation. On the contrary, the views which t
German Communist Labour Party upholds in contrast to those of the old Germ
Communist Party (Spartakusbund) are, in the opinion of the ECCI, an outrig
deviation from communism and will have unfortunate results for the new party.

The ECCI does not mean to imply that it is in absolute agreement on all deta
with the German Communist Party Zentrale, against which the German Commun
Labour Party has raised the banner of revolt. For example, it is completely out
agreement with the reasons given by the Spartakusbund Centre in its well-kno
statement of 21 March 1920 on the possibility of forming a so-called 'purel
socialist' government. It was incorrect to state that such a '‘purely sociali
government could ensure a situation in which 'bourgeois democracy need 1
appear as a capitalist dictatorship'.

We also admit that the Spartakusbund Centre has not always been sufficier
careful and patient in its organizational struggle with the opposition elements a
has thus driven a part of the workers into the arms of the anarcho-syndical
ranters. But we must state with all firmness to all members of the Germe
Communist Labour Party that on all those most important questions of principle a
tactics which have now become the most burning question of the day in Germa
and throughout the Communist International, it is not the German Communi
Labour Party but the German Communist Party which is right.

Let us deal with these problems one by one.

The most important question in our opinion is that of communist
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participation in the trade unions and in the campaign for factory council elections..

The Berlin congress of the Communist Labour Party officially confirmed the
slogan that German communists should leave the 'free' trade unions.... The ECCI
in no circumstances agree with this slogan.

What reasons did the Berlin congress of the German Communist Labour Pa
give for urging communists to leave the free trade unions? It gave only one reas
unfortunately a wholly inadequate and absurd reason: the 'free' trade unions
reformist unions which remain willing tools in the hands of their bureaucrati
leaders.

To deal with this question more fully. The membership of the 'free’ German trac
unions is growing with unexampled speed. At the beginning of the imperialist w:
they numbered 3 million, and during the war fell to 1 1/2 million. Now their
membership has increased to nearly 8 million. German workers are streaming i
the unions because they hope to find in them the means of satisfying their m
elementary economic demands. Can the Communist Labour Party stand aside fi
organizations to which practically the entire working class in the country concerne
belongs? In our opinion, no. . ..

The new epoch, the epoch of embittered class struggle which is changing bef
our eyes into civil war, also changes the 'free' trade unions into a new organizati
Some of these unions we must split. Others will of themselves come over to |
either wholly or in a majority. The fires of the proletarian revolution which is
breaking out will burn out the opportunist tendencies in all mass worker
organizations, including 'free' trade unions, and transform these organizations il
pillars of the proletarian dictatorship. This process of transformation has alrea
begun in the German unions. Many of them are already expelling the soci
democratic leaders and replacing them by Independents and sometimes
communists. A vigorous process of differentiation has already begun among t
masses of the trade union membership, which will with every day that pass
strengthen the influence of communism in the trade unions.

It is true that this process is going on slowly, too slowly, much more slowly tha
we wished. The ordinary members of these unions will grasp through their ov
experience the treachery of their present leaders and the utter powerlessnes
social-democratic tactics. The March events in Germany during the counte
revolutionary Kapp-Luttwitz putsch proved once more what a tremendous force t
trade unions now represent, what irreparable harm they do to the cause of
proletarian revolution because they follow the yellow social-democrats, and what
great force they could be if the communists succeeded in wresting the unions fr
social-democratic influence.

But events themselves will cure the ordinary trade union member of his
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confidence in the 'old', 'tried' social-democratic tactics. The lessons of experier
are driven home too deeply. It is the mission of communists in Germany to facilita
and to accelerate the development which is already taking place. But that can o
happen if they stay inside the 'free' trade unions, form communist fractions insi
them, even if at the beginning they are only small, take an energetic part in t
current daily work of the unions and expose the bankruptcy of the Legiens in th
day-to-day work. . . .

It is a deep concern of the Communist International that the German communi
shall make no irreparable mistake in the trade union question. At the prese
moment this question is of great international significance. The Secor
International, in so far as it is a political organization of the working class, he
collapsed like a house of cards. But it is trying to establish itself again on the ba
of the trade unions. The Amsterdam International of social-democratic unions is
far more serious opponent of the Communist International than the Brusse
International Bureau of the Second International. The Second International can o
re-establish itself if it succeeds in maintaining its influence on the trade unions. If
has any mass support in the working-class movement it is only because of the uni
which we have not yet been able to wrest from the Second International, which
have not known how to rescue from the disintegrating influence of socia
democracy. The most important current task of the proletarian revolution is
destroy the Amsterdam International of 'free' trade unions just as we destroyed
Brussels Second International. The bourgeoisie maintain themselves in power at
present time only because the Second International still has some influence. But
latter maintains itself only because it still has some influence on the 'free' tra
unions. Communist mistakes in this field can have as their result nothing more r
less than a prolongation of the rule of the bourgeoisie. The German Commun
Labour Party, without of course wishing to do so, is helping the bourgeoisie |
maintain their rule over the working class, and that is something to which tf
Communist International can in no circumstances reconcile itself. . . .

The German Communist Labour Party split from the German Communist Par
because it considered the Communist Party's tactics opportunist; at the same tirr
accepted as members Laufenberg and Wolff-heim . . . advocates of civil peace w
the bourgeoisie if the bourgeoisie recognized the government of the worke
councils, before that bourgeoisie had been destroyed and broken by the proleta
They advocated giving the franchise to all peasants regardless of the size of tt
holdings. Thus their policy amounted in fact to the establishment of a sham Sov
republic, for a genuine Soviet republic, a genuine proletarian dictatorship, can or
be established if the proletariat has defeated the bourgeoisie
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in civil war. If they get power without this struggle, the fight still confronts them.
While it would be pedantic to renounce power if the proletariat could seize
without large-scale struggles, it would be the first duty of the communist party i
such a situation to warn the proletariat against placing any trust in the bourge
elements which recognized their power in words. Laufenberg and Wolffheim did tt
exact reverse. They tried to direct the policy of the proletariat towards a sham So\
republic because they needed such a republic, that is, a coalition with the natione
bourgeoisie and the officers corps, for the purpose of fighting the Entente. W
against the Entente is the alpha and omega of the policy of Laufenberg and
comrades. It may be that war with Entente capitalism will become a necessity |
Soviet Germany if the workers in the Entente countries should not come quick
enough to the help of a victorious proletariat in Germany. But should this war ha
to be fought the German proletariat will find it more than ever necessary to defe
the German bourgeoisie, for the German bourgeoisie, the German counterrevoluti
notwithstanding all the hymns of hate against France and England, will mal
common cause with Entente capital against the German proletariat. In their addr
Laufenberg and Wolffheim are spreading the poison of the illusion that the Germ
bourgeoisie could, out of nationalist hatred, become allies of the proletariat. If ti
proletariat were to be befooled by this idea they would become cannon fodder
German capital which, under the flag of the sham Soviet republic, would use t
proletariat for war against the Entente, and then discard the cloak and openly
establish capitalist rule. The nationalist petty-bourgeois standpoint of Laufenbe
and Wolffheim is bound to lead them to fight against the Communist Internationz
Whoever has trust in their own bourgeoisie must distrust the international proletar
and the International. . . .

The ECCI has told your delegates that it cannot regard you as a seric
revolutionary communist party so long as you . . . keep within your ranks people a
organizations who trample under foot the principles of communism. You
representatives were obliged to recognize completely the correctness of |
Communist International's attitude, were obliged to issue a statement that on tf
return to Germany they would ask for the expulsion of Laufenberg and Wolffheir
and of the organizations which take up the same position. We welcome tt
awakening of a proletarian sense of honour and of proletarian insight in yo
delegates, and expect that you will carry out the obligations which they solemn
undertook and which clear your road to the Communist International. . . .

If you wish to attend the Communist International congress, if you wish to b
accepted into the communist family—and we know that is what you want, otherwi:
there would have been no point in your sending delegates
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to Moscow—it is obvious that you must state in advance that you accept t
decisions of the Communist International congress. The Communist Internatior
has broken decisively with the rotten habit of the Second International in collectir
round itself parties which in reality do not belong together. The Communis
International is not a bundle of parties loosely tied together with general phrases
is a fighting association, and whoever wants to belong to it must subordinate hims
to and act in accordance with the general rules laid down by the international cc
gress. . ..

We repeat, we do not by any means defend every step taken by the Spartakust
Centre. We know that that Centre has made many mistakes; we think one of its cl
weaknesses was its hesitating attitude to the question of participation in the tre
unions and failure to take up a firm position. We know that making a cult of 'th
leader' is no business for a communist. We know very well that an entire generat
of so-called 'leaders' shamelessly betrayed the cause of the working class. We ki
that there are cases when the struggle against the old leaders becomes an abs
necessity and it is impossible to advance to the creation of a true proletari
movement without 'dethroning' these leaders. The German Communist Labc
Party, however, has only convinced us, in the programmatic statements we have
the opportunity of seeing, that its struggle against the Spartakusbund is not dicta
by such considerations, but represents rather a certain vacillation in the direction
a petty-bourgeois anarchist policy. . . .

We suggest that before the congress you reach agreement with the Gerr
Communist Party Centre and establish a provisional organization bureau of the t
centres with equal representation and under the chairmanship of a member of
ECCI. The German working class is living through a period in which any dispers
of communist forces may result in tremendous dangers for their struggle. We mi
do everything that we can to alleviate the ruinous consequences of the split.

Our practical suggestions are as follows: (1) Ratify immediately the statement
the delegates of your party that Laufenberg, Wolffheim and Ruhle will be expelle
(2) State officially, what goes without saying, that you submit unconditionally to th
decisions of the second congress of the Communist International. (3) Accept ¢
proposal for the organization of a provisional bureau representing both Centt
under our chairmanship. (4) Send your delegates to the second congress of
Communist International on 15 July 1920.
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EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER FROM THE ECCI TO THE GERMAN
INDEPENDENT SOCIAL-DEMOCRATIC PARTY

21 June 1920 K.l., 12, col. 225 July 192(
[The USPD sent four representatives to Moscow; they attended the secc
Comintern congress, but without the right to vote. On their return, two advocat
adherence to the Third International (Daumig and Stoecker), two oOppoOst
affiliation (Crispien and Dittmann). The 21 conditions of admission to the
Comintern approved by the congress were designed to ensure that the right w
would find them unacceptable. At the September 1920 conference of the USPD
conditions were rejected.]

On 15 July, as you know, the second world congress of the Communi
International opens in Moscow. ... It is already clear that our second congress v
really be a world congress of leading workers. The congress will take stock of tl
experience of our struggle. It will point out to us the road of our further struggle
the voice of the congress will be heard by the working people of the entire world.

Comrades, are you really going to stand aside from this congress?

We know that you proletarians of the USPD are heart and soul with us. We knc
that you long to enter the ranks of our international fellowship of workers, the Thir
International; the less can it be tolerated that the right-wing leaders of your cent
committee should frustrate your wish and ours.

Under your pressure, under the pressure of the workers, the Leipzig congress
the USPD decided to leave the Second International and to establish relations v
the Third. But your right-wing leaders in fact sabotaged and are still sabotaging tt
decision. . . . We sent an open letter to the USPD stating in detail and precisely
terms on which we can accept your party, as well as other parties which up to n
have belonged to the centrist tendency. Your central committee did not even publ
the letter of the ECCI in Germany. It kept it and is still keeping it out of sight. It i
hiding it from you, but the communists have published it. . . . Their conduct shov
how right we were when we said that your admission into the Third Internation:
was possible only over the heads of your right-wing leaders.

In view of the above, we suggest that individual local and regional organizatiot
of the USPD which want to join the Third International at once should immediatel
elect and send their delegates to our congress. . . . The revolutionary workers of
USPD must be present at the world congress of the Communist International. .
Discuss our proposal at all



JUNE 1920 101

your workers' meetings. Publish it in your papers. Expose those who frustrate yc
wishes. Act.

With communist greetings:
President of the ECCI: G.IMOVIEV
Secretary: K. RDEK

Members of the ECCI: ERRATI, BOMBACCI, GRAZIADEI (Socialist Party of Italy),
LENIN, BUKHARIN, KARAKHAN , BALABANOVA , KLINGER (RCP)

EXTRACTS FROM A LETTER FROM THE ECCI TO THE CENTRAL COM-
MITTEE OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF AMERICA AND THE CENTRAL
COMMITTEE OF THE COMMUNIST LABOUR PARTY OF AMERICA

June 1920 Beschlusse des ersten Kongresses, p. 266

[At a meeting of the ECCI in August 1920 it was decided to give the two America
parties until 10 October to amalgamate on the basis of the decisions of the sec
Comintern congress. At a further meeting in September they were given until
January 1921. Amalgamation did not take place, and at a subsequent ECCI mee
in March 1921, at which representatives of both parties were present, the EC
observing that their refusal was tantamount to a crime against the Cominte
declared that unless the two parties amalgamated before the third world congress
ECClI would recommend that delegates from neither should be admitte
Amalgamation was effected at a congress held in May 1921.]

Dear Comrades,

From the reports of comrades who have arrived from America and who repres
the two tendencies in American communism, the ECCI has had the opportunity
familiarizing itself with the differences among the American comrades which led t
an open conflict and to the formation of two communist parties. The question w
examined at an enlarged meeting of the Executive which consisted, in addition
members of the Executive, of representatives of the two American parties and of
communist organizations of France, Switzerland, Hungary, Finland, and Yugoslav
The ECCI came to the following conclusions: The split is doing great harm to tt
communist movement in America. It disperses the revolutionary forces and leads
injurious parallelism, to unnecessary friction and to unjustifiable expenditure ¢
strength on the internal struggle. And this at a time when the mobilization of tt
forces of the American bourgeoisie has taken on an unprecedented scope, wher
class struggle is becoming more acute from day to day, requiring unexampl
sacrifices on the part of the American proletariat; at a time when, because of
inevitable growth of the world revolution, the greatest opportunities and the mo
brilliant prospects are opening before the American working class.
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Careful examination of all the material on both sides has convinced us that the
are no serious programmatic differences between the two parties. There are cer
conflicts on questions of organization. There were disputes about how to break w
the old social-patriotic party, but that was all.

In such circumstances the split has no justification and must in all circumstanc
be eliminated. In so far as both parties adopt the standpoint of the Commur
International, and we have no reason whatever to doubt that they do, the unity of
party is not only possible but unconditionally necessary. The Executive Committ
insists most emphatically that this unity shall be immediately established.

The necessity of immediate unification is further dictated by the fact that to
certain extent the two parties represent different aspects of the commun
movement in America, and can, therefore, complement each other. In t
Communist Party of America there are to be found chiefly the foreign elemen
organized in the so-called national federations. The Communist Labour Party
America represents primarily American or English-speaking elements. If the fir
party has a better theoretic training and closer connexions with the traditions of 1
revolutionary struggle of the Russian working class, it is at the same time le
closely connected with the mass movement and the mass organizations of
American workers, who are gradually finding their way to the class struggle. If th
second party has not yet had such a theoretic training it has, on the other hand,
colossal advantage, that through it the communist party can more easily exert
influence on the broad masses of the native American workers, who in tl
forthcoming decisive class struggle will have the most important part to play. Or
party is better at propaganda, the other at agitation. . . .

As a means of effecting the earliest possible unification the ECCI proposes tha
joint congress be called, whose decisions shall be binding on both sections.
organization bureau shall be set up to prepare and convene the congress and t
ordinate the work of the two parties until they are amalgamated. This bureau sk
consist of an equal number of representatives of the two parties. The basis
unification must be the principles set forth in the directives of the Communis
International and the decisions of the ECCI. In addition the Executive wishes
state. . . .

(4) While promoting in every way the splitting of the American Federation o
Labour and other similar craft unions, the party must work to establish the close
possible relations with those industrial organizations of the working class whic
represent the tendency towards industrial unionism (IWW, OBU, IUW, and unior
which split off from the AFL)...

(7) The increasing persecution of communists in America raises the question
illegal work. The congress of the Communist International in March 1919 express
itself quite clearly on this point. lllegal work is
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essential because throughout the world the bourgeois democracies are in fact pla
communist workers in a state of siege. Two or three years ago the idea of worki
illegally in a free country like England seemed ridiculous to our English comrade
Now the revolutionary English workers have learnt to do illegal work also.. . . Evel
smallest possibility of legal action must be exploited. At the same time we mu
learn to issue illegal leaflets, to organize illegal groups, if hecessary create ille
factory committees, have an illegal central direction, etc.

The ECCI is convinced that you will show yourselves equal to the responsib
tasks which await you. The fate of the international proletariat depends on t
successes of communism in America.

With communist greetings, The ECCI

EXTRACTS FROM THE ECCI CIRCULAR CONVENING THE
SECOND CONGRESS OF THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

June 1920 Protokoll, ii, p. 1

[Apart from Russia (represented by Balabanova, Berzin, Bukharin, Vorovsk
Klinger, and Zinoviev) the ECCI between the first and second congresses incluc
representatives of the communist parties of Hungary, Poland, Yugoslavia, Finlar
and Lithuania. The other parties nominated to the ECCI in March 1919 were on
occasionally represented. At different times leading communists from othe
countries who were visiting Russia were drawn into its work. The bureau of tf
ECCI had met 56 times between the first and second congresses.]

TO ALL COMMUNIST PARTIES AND GROUPS, TO ALL RED TRADE

UNIONS, TO ALL COMMUNIST WOMEN'S ORGANIZATIONS, TO ALL

COMMUNIST YOUTH LEAGUES, TO ALL WORKERS' ORGANIZATIONS
STANDING ON A COMMUNIST PLATFORM, TO ALL HONEST WORKING

PEOPLE!
Comrades:

The Executive Committee of the Communist International has decided
convene the second congress of the Communist International on 15 July 193C
Moscow. . . .

All communist parties, groups, and trade unions which have officially affiliated t
the Communist International and are recognized by its Executive Committee ¢
invited to attend the congress, with voting powers.

Those groups and organizations which accept the platform of the Commun
International, but which are in opposition to the officially affiliated communist
parties, are also invited to take part in the congress, which will itself decide tt
voting powers to which they shall be entitled.

An invitation is also extended to all groups of revolutionary syndicalists,
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the IWW unions, and other organizations with which the ECCI has entered in
relations. . . .

If it is at all possible, the first international conference of red trade unions will b
held in connexion with the congress.

All parties and organizations are invited to send to the congress as large
delegation as possible. . . .

The ECCI emphatically insists that all communist parties represented at t
congress must nominate one of their delegates as permanent representative ol
ECCI. The comrade selected must be in a position to spend a considerable time
Russia. . . .

The first congress of the Communist International raised the banner
communism. Today millions of class-conscious workers all over the world ar
already gathered under that banner. Now it is no longer merely a question
propaganda for the communist idea. Now the era is opening of organizing t
communist proletariat and of the direct struggle for the communist revolution.

The Second International has collapsed like a house of cards. The efforts of a 1
'socialist' diplomats to found a new bastard international to stand between t
second and the third, are downright ridiculous, and are meeting with no supp
from the workers. Separated from each other by military censorship, by the state
siege, the slander campaign of the yellow social-democrats and the bourgeois pr
the workers of all countries are still stretching out brotherly hands to each othe
During the one year of its existence the Communist International has won a decis
moral victory among the working masses of the entire world. . . .

These ordinary workers should force their parties and organizations to choo
once and for all; they should put an end to the unworthy game being played by so
of their old 'leaders’, who are trying to keep the parties from joining the Communi
International.

The members of the trade unions which formally still belong to the white-guar
international organized in Amsterdam by the agents of capital. . . should strive to
their organizations to break with the traitors to the workers' cause and to send tt
delegates to the congress of the Communist International. . . .

Every workers' organization, every workers' circle, should discuss the agen
proposed by the ECCI. The workers themselves should send in their own resolutic
on these questions, and in the next few weeks the entire communist press she
open their columns to a discussion of the important problems confronting us. T
preparatory work must be carried out with vigour and zeal. . . .

With communist greetings:
President of the ECCI: G.IMOVIEV
Secretary of the ECCI: K. A®EK
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EXTRACTS FROM AN ECCI APPEAL ON THE FORTHCOMING CONGRESS OF
EASTERN PEOPLES AT BAKU

July 1920 Beschlusse des ersten Kongresses, p. 367

[Reporting at the ECCI meeting of 20 September 1920, Zinoviev stated that t
Baku Congress, called on the initiative of the ECCI, had been attended by 1,8
representatives of 32 nationalities. They came largely from the Caucasus and
Central Asian territories of Russia, but included also many Turks and Persians.
the total, two-thirds were communists; there were 44 women delegates.

Zinoviev, Radek, and Bela Kun were the principal ECCI representatives. In h
opening speech, Zinoviev referred constantly to the struggle against 'Engli
imperialism'. 'We are ready to help any revolutionary struggle against the Engli

Government. . . . Our task is to help the East to liberate itself from Englis
imperialism.... Our task is to kindle a real holy war against the English and Fren
capitalists.'

Radek told the delegates they 'need fear no enemy, nothing can stay the torrer
the workers and peasants of Persia, Turkey, India, if they unite with Soviet Russi
. . Soviet Russia can produce arms and arm not only its own workers and pease
but also the peasants of India, Persia, Anatolia, all the oppressed, and lead them
common struggle and a common victory'. He contended that their common enel
gave them a common cause. 'The Eastern policy of the Soviet Government is t
no diplomatic manoeuvre, no pushing forward of the peoples of the East into t
firing line in order, by betraying them, to win advantages for the Soviet Republic.
. We are bound to you by a common destiny: either we unite with the peoples of
East and hasten the victory of the western European proletariat, or we shall pel
and you will be slaves.'

In the discussion following the two speeches a delegate from Turkestan said
applause) it was the duty of the congress to say to the Soviet Governme
'‘Comrades, the Moslems will not desert the Soviets, but on condition that tl
peculiarities of the Eastern peoples are recognized,' and that the measures take
the Soviet Government were realized in practice and not only on paper. The w
accused the Bolsheviks of red imperialism. To answer that charge, the leaders of
Soviet Government and the communist party 'should come and see for themsel
what is happening there, what the local authorities are really doing, whose policy
such that it repels the labouring masses from the Soviet Government'. He asl
them 'to remove your colonizers, working behind the mask of communism'.

Bela Kun spoke on Soviets in the East: the Soviet system, he argued, could
established in pre-capitalist conditions, as the dictatorship of the poor peasantry. |
theses on 'The Soviet system of government in the East' were adopted unanimot
In closing the congress, Zinoviev said they hoped to meet annually. Meanwhile th
would elect a 'Council of Propaganda and Action of Eastern peoples', attached to
ECCI, which would issue a journal in three languages, conduct propagan
throughout the East, unite the local liberation movements,
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and establish a university of the social sciences for Eastern workers. 'All the work
the Council will be done under the guidance and control of the ECCL' Th
Comintern representatives on the Council were Pavlovich, Orjonikidze, Eleev
Kirov, Stasova, and Skachko. It was to meet at least four times a year in Baku, ¢
have a permanent presidium of seven, to include two ECCI delegates. The manife
to the peoples of the East issued by the congress, after listing Britain's misdeeds
cruelties, called on them 'to rise as one man for the holy war against the Engl
conquerors. .. . Rise, all of you, against the common enemy, imperialist Englan
The congress also issued a manifesto to the workers of Europe, America, and Ja
on the interdependence of the anti-imperialist struggles in the East and the West.

It was as a result of the Baku Congress that an Institute of Oriental Studies v
established in Moscow in 1920, and in the following year the Communist Universi
of Toilers of the East, where instruction in political work was given to the student
who came from other countries as well as from Russia, in their own language
There is no record that the Council of Propaganda and Action ever met.

The first congress of the Persian Communist Party was held at Enzeli in Ju
1920, preparatory work having been done at Tashkent. Enzeli had been occupiec
Soviet forces in May 1920, ostensibly to take over the Russian ships abandor
there by Denikin's forces. The congress was attended by 48 delegates claiming
represent 2,000 members and sympathizers; until the arrival of the Red Army it h
consisted of two 'underground’ groups in Resht with a total membership of 37.
congress resolution stated that it was the duty of the Persian Communist Party
fight jointly with Soviet Russia against world capitalism, and to support in Persia &
forces opposed to the English and to the Shah's government'. Soviet forces w
withdrawn when the Soviet-Persian treaty was signed in February 1921, and
Persian Communist Party moved its headquarters to Baku.]

TO THE OPPRESSED POPULAR MASSES OF PERSIA, ARMENIA, AND
TURKEY

The ECCI is calling a congress of the peasants and workers of Persia, Armetr
and Turkey, to be held in Baku on 1 September.

What is the Communist International? The Communist International is th
organization of millions of revolutionary workers in Russia, Poland, Germany
France, England, and America who, awakened by the thunder of war and driven
hunger, have risen up so that they may work no longer for the rich but fc
themselves, so that they may no longer turn their arms against their own brothe
against their own suffering and hungry brothers, but bear arms in their own defer
against the exploiters. These working masses have realized that their only strer
consists in their unity, and in the organization of their forces, that these are t
pledge of their victory. Last year they created the organization which they need
for this purpose, the Communist International. Despite all the persecution of t
capitalist governments it has become in the year and
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a half of its existence the moving spirit in the struggle for emancipation of th
workers and the revolutionary peasants throughout the world.

Why is the Communist International convening a congress of Persian, Armenic
and Turkish peasants and workers? What can it give them? What does it ask
them? The militant workers and peasants of Europe and America turn to y
because, like them, you are suffering under the yoke of world capital. Because, |
them, you have to fight the exploiters, and because the amalgamation of the Pers
Turkish, and Armenian peasants and workers with the great army of the Europe
and American proletariat will strengthen this front, hasten the death of capital, a
so bring about the liberation of the workers and peasants of the entire world.

Peasants and workers of Persia. The Teheran Government of Hajjars and tl
followers the provincial Khans, have plundered and exploited you for centuries. Tl
land which under Shariat law was common property has been expropriated by
lackeys of the Teheran Government. They deal with it as they will. They impo:s
taxes on you as they think fit. When their mishandling of the land had gone so |
that it no longer yielded them anything they sold Persia last year for £2 million 1
the English capitalists, who are to form an army in Persia which will oppress yc
even more than you have been oppressed up to now. In order to collect the taxes
the Khans and the Teheran Government they have sold to the English capitalists
rich oil resources of south Persia and are thus helping to plunder the country.

Peasants of Mesopotamia! The English have declared your country independ
but in your country there are 80,000 English soldiers who plunder and rob, who k
you and violate your wives.

Peasants of Anatolia! The English, French, and Italian Governments are keep
Constantinople within range of their guns. They have made the Sultan their prison
they are forcing him to agree to the dismemberment of purely Turkish land, they &
forcing him to surrender the country's finances to foreign capitalists so that they c
the better exploit the Turkish people who have been impoverished and beggarec
six years of war. They have occupied the coal mines of Herakleia and they
sending their troops to your country and trampling down your fields; they ar
dictating their alien laws to the peaceful Turkish peasants; they want to make bec
of burden of you and put all loads on you. Some of the Effendis and Beys have s
themselves to the foreign capitalists; others have called you to arms and
organizing you for the fight against the foreign invaders; but they do not allow yo
to take the government of your country into your own hands, to take for yourselv
the fields which the Sultan presented to his parasites; to grow corn in these fie
and to feed yourselves. And tomorrow, if the foreign capitalists should grant yol
masters better peace terms, your present leaders with the help of the
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foreigners, will again put you in chains just as the large landlords and the form
officials are doing in the areas where the foreign armies are in command.

Peasants and workers of Armenia! For years you have been victims of t
intrigues of foreign capital, which protested loudly against the massacres of t
Armenians by the Kurds, and stirred you up to fight against the Sultan only in ord
to get greater profits from your struggle. During the war they not only promised yc
independence, they incited your merchants, your teachers and your priests
demand the land of the Turkish peasants so that there should be unending host
between the Armenian and Turkish peoples, a hostility from which they could dra
unending profits. For so long as there is enmity between you and the Turks so Ic
will the English, French, and American capitalists be able to keep the Turks on
leash, threatening them with the danger of Armenian revolt and intimidating tt
Armenians with the danger of a Kurd pogrom.

Peasants of Syria and Arabia! Independence was promised you by the Engl
and the French, but now their armies are occupying your country, now they &
dictating their laws to you, while you who freed yourselves from the Turkish Sulta
and the Constantinople Government are now the slaves of the Paris and Lon
Governments, who differ from the Sultan's Government only by being stronger a
better able to exploit you.

You understand this very well. The Persian peasants and workers have ris
against the treacherous Teheran Government. The peasants of Mesopotamia
rebelling against the English troops and the English newspapers announce the lo.
which they have suffered in the fighting with the masses at Baghdad.

Peasants of Anatolia! You have already been called to the standard of Ken
Pasha, to fight the foreign invaders, but at the same time we know that you :
trying to form your own people's and peasants' party, which will be able to fight c
alone even if the Pashas make peace with the Entente despoilers.

There is no peace in Syria, and you, Armenian peasants, who are being starve
death by the Entente, despite all their promises, so that they can keep better cor
over you, you are coming to see more and more clearly that hope and salvation
impossible with the Entente capitalists, that even your bourgeois government, t
government of the Dashnaks, of the lackeys of the Entente, is compelled to turn
the workers' and peasants’ Government of Russia with the request for peace
assistance. Now that we see that you are yourselves beginning to understand )
own interests we, as representatives of the European workers who have valuable
perience, turn to you in order to help you in your struggle. We see that the tin
when European and American capitalists could oppress you with the help of th
troops has passed. Everywhere in Europe the workers are
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rising, they are arming against the capitalists, they are marching to battle. . . .

Peasants and workers of the Near East, if you organize, if you arm yourselves
you unite with the Russian workers' and peasants' Red Army, then you will be al
to defy the French, English, and American capitalists, then you will be free of yol
oppressors, then you will have the opportunity in free alliance with the worker
republics of the world to take care of your interests. Then the wealth of your count
will be yours. In your own interests and in the interests of the workers of the enti
world the products of labour will be equitably exchanged and we shall help ea
other. We will discuss all this with you at the congress.

Spare no effort to come to Baku on 1 September in as large numbers as poss;i
Every year you make a pilgrimage across deserts to the Holy Places. Now m:
your way across desert and mountain and river to meet together, to deliber
together, how you can free yourselves from the chains of servitude, how you c
join in brotherly union and live as free and equal men.

THE SECOND CONGRESS OF THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

[The congress was attended by 217 delegates from 41 countries, of whom 169
voting powers. Of these, 136 represented communist parties, which also had
delegates with consultative voice. The principal nhon-communist parties represent
were the German Independent Social-Democrats and the French Socialist Party,
various British organizations. The KAPD sent two delegates, Ruhle and Merges, |
they stayed only a few days and appear to have made no attempt to put their pa
views to the congress. The congress opened on 19 July 1920 in Petrograd, and
adjourned to Moscow, where the proceedings lasted from 23 July to 7 August.
The second congress, Zinoviev said in his report to the third, had to fight leftis
as represented by the unwillingness of British comrades to work in the Labour Pa
and of the Italian comrades to work in Parliament. At the time it was held, his vie
of the prospects before the International were bright. In a speech to a joint meet
of the congress delegates, the Central Executive Committee of the Soviets,
Moscow Soviet and trade union and factory committees held on 7 August 3920,
said: 'l am deeply convinced that the second world congress of the CI is t
precursor of another world congress, the world congress of Soviet republics." At t
same meeting Trotsky said: 'If, since the first congress, the world proletariat h
suffered defeats and has sometimes had to retreat, that was because it did not fo
the road pointed out by the CI.' He paid tribute to the support given to Russia in
struggles. 'Every strike, every protest, every revolt in any town of Europe, Ameri
or Asia . . . gave us the certainty that we were on the right road, and enabled u:
the darkest hours, when we were encircled on all sides, when it seemed we woulc
strangled, to stand up and say: We are not alone, the proletariat of Europe and /
and the whole world are with us; we shall not yield, we shall stand fast.' He added



110 THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

"There is no doubt that the proletariat would be in power in all countries if there we
not still, between them and the masses, between the revolutionary mass and
advanced groups of the revolutionary mass, a large, powerful, and complex machi
the parties of the Second International and the trade unions, which in the epoct
the disintegration, the dying of the bourgeoisie, placed their machine at the serv
of that bourgeoisie. . . . From now on, from this congres on, the split in the wor
working class will proceed with tenfold greater rapidity. Programme agains
programme; tactic against tactic; method against method.]

EXTRACTS FROM AN APPEAL OF THE SECOND COMINTERN
CONGRESS TO THE WORLD PROLETARIAT ON THE RUSSO-
POLISH WAR

19 July 1920 Protokoll, ii, p. 51

[In June the fortunes of war changed and the Red Army recaptured the grou
gained earlier by the Poles; at the time the second Comintern congress opened
Soviet forces were approaching Warsaw. Their success affected the negotiati
going on at the time with Britain; in a note of 12 July Lord Curzon made th
conclusion of an armistice with Poland a condition of their continuation. (It was i
connexion with this note that the ethnographic line traced by the experts
Versailles the year before became known as the Curzon line.) Trotsky and Rac
were opposed to the plan to follow up the retreating Polish forces into Polis
territory; Lenin's argument, which prevailed, was that the advance of the Red Arn
would provoke revolution in Poland, and have repercussions in Germany. In
conversation with Klara Zetkin a year later he said: 'In the Red Army the Poles s:
enemies, not brothers and liberators. . . . The revolution in Poland on which \
counted did not take place'. The Polish counter-offensive opened in the middle
August and an armistice was concluded in October 1920.

The appeal was introduced by Paul Levi who said that, despite the sympathy
the European proletariat for the Russian revolution and the Red Army, it ws
German proletarians who were used to enforce the Brest-Litovsk treaty, a
European proletarians who fought the revolution in the Baltic, the Ukraine, ar
south Russia. Now was the time for them to show that they could go beyo
sympathy to action. Daumig (USPD) said 'every mile that the Red Army advanc
is a spur to revolution, a step towards the revolution in Germany'. In his speech
the meeting on 7 August Trotsky said that the liberation of Poland from Tsaris
had opened the first pages of the history of the First International. '"Now a Rus:
freed from Tsarism is fulfilling its great historical mission and giving crucified anc
violated Poland back to the Polish workers and peasants.'

The optimism engendered by the Red Army's advance set the tone for the en
proceedings. The theses and resolutions, as Varga said at the fourth congress,
adopted in the belief that the revolution was about to spread to eastern and cer
Europe. Zinoviev described the scene in his report to the tenth congress of -
Russian Communist Party on 16 March 1921. 'In the hall of the congress hung
large map. Every day we marked on it the



JULY 1920 111

advance of our forces, and every day with breathless interest the delegates exam
the map. . . . All of them understood that if the military objectives of our troops wel
reached it would mean an immense acceleration of the international proletari
revolution. All of them understood that on every step forward of our Red Arm:
depended in the literal sense of the word the fate of the international proletari
revolution. . . . We had to discuss as a practical matter whether a victorious worke
republic could carry socialism into other countries at the point of bayonets. The
were differences of opinion. Unfortunately the question is no longer a practical or
and we can continue the discussion on a theoretical level.]

TO THE PROLETARIANS OF ALL COUNTRIES

Working men and women!

The second world congress of the Communist International is meeting at
moment when, under the heavy blows of the Red Army of the Russian workers &
peasants, white Poland, the bulwark of world capitalist reaction, is collapsing. Wk
all revolutionary workers of the entire world have ardently longed for has con
about.

The Russian workers and peasants rose against the insolent Polish white gu
as mightily as they rose against the Russian counter-revolution, to defeat the arn
of Yudenich, Kolchak, and Denikin. The Polish capitalists and junkers who scorne
Soviet Russia's honest peace proposals and flung their troops against Soviet Ru:
hoping for help from world capital and convinced that Soviet Russia had exhaust
all its strength in the struggle against counter-revolution, are now facing a gre
military defeat. Their armies have retreated in panic from the Ukraine and Whi
Russia, followed closely by the Soviet armies. The bandits of capital, the Poli
junkers and capitalists, are now raising a loud lament—Poland is in great danger.

They are appealing to the governments of capitalist countries for immediate he
otherwise European civilization will be destroyed by the barbarians of the Russi
revolution, and we see how the English Government, which armed the Poles
their campaign against Soviet Russia, and together with its allies refused to restt
the Poles when on 8 April Soviet Russia proposed negotiations in London, we ¢
how this same capitalist England is impudently threatening Soviet Russia with
new attack organized by all the Allies if it does not conclude an armistice with tf
Polish invaders. . . .

Men and women workers of the world! We do not need to tell you that Sovie
Russia does not harbour any plans of conquest against the Polish people. . . . Sc
Russia was even ready to make peace with the Polish capitalists, and for the sak
achieving peace not only recognized Poland's independence, but even yielded
large frontier areas. Soviet Russia
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counts in its ranks thousands of brave Polish fighters; it is bound closely to t
Polish working masses by decades of common struggle; for Soviet Russia the ri
of the Polish people to self-determination is a sacred and inviolable right, and ev
if Poland were not defended by a single soldier Polish soil would remain tf
property of the Polish people, and the Polish people could freely decide their o\
destiny.

But so long as Poland is ruled by the clique of capitalist and junker adventure
who dragged Poland into the criminal war, so long as Entente capital provid
Poland with arms, Soviet Russia is fighting a defensive war. If today Soviet Russ
gives the Polish white guards a breathing space, if it lets them reorganize th
shattered army, re-equip that army with the help of the Entente, tomorrow it wi
again be compelled to call up hundreds of thousands of its best sons from field
factory, and send them into battle in a new war of defence.

Men and women workers! When the capitalist canaille of the whole world shot
about the threat to Poland's independence, in order to prepare a hew camp:
against Soviet Russia, remember one thing: Your slaveholders are trembling lest
of the pillars of their rule, of their world system of reaction, exploitation, anc
slavery, should fall: they fear that if white-guard Poland breaks under the blows
the Red Army and the Polish workers seize power it will be easier for the Germe
Austrian, Italian, and French workers to free themselves from their exploiters, al
that then the workers of England and America will follow. If the capitalist canaille
rage and storm about Poland's threatened independence, they do so for fear that
bondage and your dependence may give place to emancipation from the shackle
capitalist slavery. That is why it is the duty of the proletarians of all countries to c
everything they can to make it impossible for the governments of England, Fran
America, and lItaly to give help to the Polish white guards. Proletarians of tf
Entente countries! Your governments will again deceive you, they will say as the
have said before that they are not supporting Poland. It is your duty to keep watct
all ports and at all frontiers, so that not a single train or a single ship leaves w
munitions or food for Poland. Be on the look-out; do not let yourselves be deceiv
by false statements about the destination of those supplies; they can be sen
Poland by a detour, and if the governments or private capitalists do not yield to yc
protests, go on strike, get down to action, for in no circumstances should you he
the Polish junkers and capitalists to slaughter your Russian brothers. . . .

Men and women workers of Germany! The hour has struck in which you ce
make a reality of what you have acclaimed a thousand times in great demonstratic
to stand by your Russian brothers and together with them to fight for your liberatic
Do not let any attempts be made on German soil in support of white-guard Polau
do not let any more mercenaries be
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recruited on German soil. Keep a sharp watch on all trains going east, keep a st
watch on Danzig and do everything that the situation demands. No truck, no sk
should leave Germany for Poland.

Proletarians of all other countries! Remember: White Poland is now the enen
To destroy it is the duty of the hour.

Proletarians of all countries. Do not let yourselves be misled by any fine words
the treacherous or vacillating labour leaders, or soothed by government promis
Now is the time to act, now is the time to rally all your forces to blockade white
guard Poland, to rally all your forces to make a reality of the solidarity of the worl
proletariat with Soviet Russia.

Men and women workers! Solidarity with Soviet Russia is one with solidarity
with the Polish proletariat. Under the leadership of the communist party the Poli
proletariat has fought steadfastly against the war on Soviet Russia. The prisons
Poland are filled with our Polish brothers, with Polish communists. The defeat of tl
Polish white guards aroused the greatest enthusiasm in the hearts of the Pc
workers. A wave of strikes swept over Poland. The Polish workers are trying
exploit the defeats of their exploiters in order to give the weakened class enemy
last blow, in order to unite with the Russian workers in the common struggle fi
emancipation.

The blockade of Poland is of direct help to the Polish workers in their struggle f
freedom; it is the road which leads to Poland's freedom from the chains by whict
is bound to the chariot of the victorious capitalists of London and France, the road
its development as an independent republic of the Polish workers and peasants.

The second world congress of the Communist International calls on yo
proletarian men and women of all countries: go out on to the streets and show y
governments that you will not let any help be given to white Poland, that you wi
not allow any intervention against Soviet Russia. Stop all work, stop all transport,
you see that despite your protests the capitalist cliques of your countries «
preparing a new intervention against Soviet Russia. Do not allow a single train,
single ship, through to Poland. Show that proletarian solidarity exists in action al
not only in words!

Long live Soviet Russia! Long live the Red Army of the Russian workers an
peasants! Down with white Poland! Down with intervention! Long live Soviet
Poland!

THESES ON THE BASIC TASKS OF THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL
ADOPTED BY THE SECOND COMINTERN CONGRESS

19 July 1920 Protokoll, ii, p. 746

[These theses were drafted by Lenin and introduced on the opening day of |
congress with the remark that the basic tasks of the Comintern contained
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nothing essentially new; in the main they were merely the extension to a number
west European countries of some of the cardinal lessons of Russian revolution
experience. He argued that, as the living conditions of the masses became stec
more intolerable, while the handful of victorious Powers themselves were caught
a process of decline and decay, the prerequisites of world revolution were bei
created. Whether the crisis were successfully exploited depended on t
revolutionary parties. The leaders of the centrist parties not merely failed
understand this, but were reluctant to exploit the crisis for revolutionary purpose
'‘Opportunism is our chief enemy. . . . Without the support of the opportuni:
leadership the bourgeoisie could not maintain themselves in power.' But he went
to criticize those communists who asserted that there was 'absolutely no way out
capitalism'. 'There are no absolutely hopeless situations. The bourgeoisie ...

committing one stupidity after another, thus making the situation worse ar
accelerating their own downfall. This is true, but . . . the attempt to "prove" i
advance the "absolute" hopelessness of their position is sheer pedantry, a game
ideas and words. Only experience can provide a real "proof* in this and oth
qguestions. Over the whole world the bourgeois system is now going through

extreme revolutionary crisis. Now it is up to the revolutionary parties to "prove" the
they are conscious enough, that their organization, their ties with the exploit
masses, their resolution and intelligence are great enough to exploit this crisis fo
successful, for a victorious revolution. It is largely to prepare this "proof" that w
have assembled at the present congress of the Communist International.' The th
were passed against two votes and one abstention. The debate was concerned la
with the failure of the Italian Socialist Party to expel its right wing, and with the
recommendation to British communists to work within the Labour Party. The
recommendation was supported by the delegates representing the British Sociz
Party, and opposed by the shop stewards, the Socialist Labour Party, and

Socialist Workers' Federation.]

1. It is characteristic of the present moment in the development of th
international communist movement that in all capitalist countries the be:
representatives of the revolutionary proletariat have reached a thorous
understanding of the most important principles of the Communist International, tl
dictatorship of the proletariat and Soviet power, and that they have enthusiastice
come over to the side of the Communist International. It is a still bigger and mo
important step forward that everywhere, not only among the broadest masses of
urban proletariat, but also among the more advanced rural workers, unresen
sympathy with these most important principles is clearly apparent.

On the other hand, two errors or weaknesses have emerged in this internatic
movement, which is growing with such unusual rapidity. One very serious mistak
which is of the greatest immediate danger to the success of the cause of proleta
emancipation, arises from the fact that some of the old leaders and old parties of
Second International, in part half unconsciously yielding to the wishes and ti
pressure of the masses, in



JULY 1920 115

part deceiving them in order to maintain their former role as agents and assistant:
the bourgeoisie within the workers' movement, proclaim their conditional or eve
unconditional adherence to the Communist International, while in fact they remai
in all their practical party activities and political performances, on the level of th
Second International. Such a state of affairs is quite intolerable, for it creat
confusion among the masses, hampers the formation and development of a str
communist party, diminishes respect for the Communist International, and threate
a repetition of the treachery committed by the Hungarian social-democrats, w
hastened to don the red garb of communism. Another, but far less important err
which is rather a growing sickness in the movement, consists in the anxiety to
'radical’; this leads to an incorrect appreciation of the role and tasks of the party
relation to the class and the masses and of the obligation of revolutiona
communists to work in bourgeois parliaments and reactionary trade unions.

It is the duty of communists not to hush up the weaknesses of their moveme
but to criticize them openly, in order the more quickly and thoroughly to eradica
them. For this purpose it is necessary, firstly, to define the concepts of 'proletari
dictatorship' and 'Soviet power' more concretely, using, in particular, practic
experience; secondly, to state in what the immediate preparatory work for tl
realization of these slogans can and should consist in all countries; thirdly,
indicate ways and means of curing our movement of its defects.

I. THE NATURE OF PROLETARIAN DICTATORSHIP AND SOVIET POWER

2. The victory of socialism (as the first stage of communism) over capitalisr
requires the proletariat, as the only truly revolutionary class, to carry out tt
following three tasks. First: to overthrow the exploiters, and above all others tt
bourgeoisie, as their chief economic and political representatives; to crush th
resistance, to make impossible any attempt on their part to restore the capitalist y
and wage-slavery. Second: to attract not only the entire proletariat, or i
overwhelming majority, but also the entire mass of working people and of thos
exploited by capital, and to bring them into position behind the revolutionar
vanguard of the proletariat, the communist party; to educate, organize, train, &
discipline them in the course of unflagging, bold, and relentless struggle against 1
exploiters; to rescue this overwhelming majority of the population in all capitalis
countries from dependence on the bourgeoisie; to instil in them, through practic
experience, belief in the leading role of the proletariat and of its revolutionar
vanguard. The third task consists in neutralizing, in making harmless, the inevital
waverings between bourgeoisie and proletariat, between bourgeois democracy
Soviet power, of the class of small proprietors in agriculture, in industry, and in
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trade, a class which is still fairly numerous in all advanced countries, even thou
they do not form the majority of the population, and also in neutralizing th
vacillations among that section of the intellectuals and white-collar worker
associated with this class.

The first and second tasks are independent in character, and each requires sp
measures to be taken in regard to both the exploiters and the exploited. The tt
follows from the first two, and requires only a skilful, timely, and flexible
combination of the measures designed for the first two, according to the concr
circumstances of each particular case of vacillation.

3. In the concrete situation created throughout the entire world, and particularly
the most advanced, most powerful, most enlightened and free capitalist States,
militarism, imperialism, the oppression of the colonies and weak countries, tt
imperialist world slaughter and the Versailles 'peace’, any concession to the idea
the capitalists will peacefully submit to the will of the exploited majority, the idea o
a peaceful reformist transition to socialism, is not merely proof of extreme pett
bourgeois stupidity, but is a direct deception of the workers, a gilding of capitali
wage-slavery, a concealment of the truth. The truth is this, that the bourgeoisie, e
the most enlightened and democratic, already shrink from no fraud and no crin
nor from the murder of millions of workers and peasants, to save private property
the means of production. Only the forcible overthrow of the bourgeoisie, the seizt
of their property, the destruction of the entire bourgeois State machine from top
bottom—parliamentary, judicial, military, bureaucratic, administrative, municipal
etc.—going as far as the exile or internment of the most dangerous and stubb
exploiters, keeping a strict watch over them to combat the inevitable attempts
resistance and to restore capitalist slavery—only by such measures can the
submission of the entire exploiting class be attained and secured.

There is another idea which whitewashes capitalism and bourgeois democr:
and deceives the workers: that is the opinion common among the old parties and
leaders of the Second International, that the majority of the working people and t
exploited are able, in the conditions of capitalist slavery and under the yoke of t
bourgeoisie—which assumes countless different forms, both more refined and m
cruel and ruthless the more civilized the country is—to acquire for themselves
completely clear socialist consciousness, firm socialist convictions and attitudes.
reality the education, training, and organization of the working and exploited mass
under the influence and guidance of communists, their liberation from egoism, fro
sectionalism, from the vices and weaknesses engendered by private property, t
transformation into a free union of free workers—all that is possible only in th
actual course of the most acute
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class struggles, only when the vanguard of the proletariat, supported by all or b
majority of this class, which is the only revolutionary class, has overthrown ar
suppressed the exploiters, freed the exploited from their position of slavery a
improved their conditions of life at the expense of the expropriated capitalists.

4. To win victory over capitalism there must be the right relation between th
communist party, as leader, the revolutionary class, the proletariat, on the one he
and the masses, that is, all the working people and the exploited, on the other. C
if the communist party is really the vanguard of the revolutionary class, if it include
all the best representatives of that class, if it consists of thoroughly conscious &
devoted communists, trained and steeled by the experiences of stubb
revolutionary struggle, only if the party has been able to tie itself indissolubly to tt
entire life of its class, and hence to the entire masses of the exploited, and enjoys
complete confidence of that class and those masses, only then is the party i
position to lead the proletariat in the unrelenting, decisive, last battle against all t
forces of capitalism. On the other hand, it is only under the leadership of suct
party that the proletariat is able to develop the full force of its revolutionan
assault—which, because of the economic structure of capitalist society,
immeasurably greater than would correspond with the proportion of the tot
population represented by the proletariat—and to nullify the inevitable apathy and
part also the resistance of the small minority of the labour aristocracy, the old tra
union and co-operative leaders, etc., corrupted by capitalism. Finally, it is only wh
the masses, i.e. all the working and exploited people, are really liberated from f
yoke of the bourgeoisie and the bourgeois State machine, and have been given
opportunity to organize themselves freely in Soviets, that they will be able in the
millions, for the first time in history, to develop all the initiative and energy
suppressed by capitalism. Only when the Soviets have become the sole machiner
State can there be real participation in government by the entire mass of |
exploited, who, even under the most enlightened and free bourgeois democrsa
have in reality always been ninety-nine per cent excluded from participation |
government. Only in the Soviets do the exploited masses begin to learn, not fr
books but from their own practical experience, how to set about the work of social
construction, of the creation of a new social discipline, a free union of free workers

2. PREPARATION FOR THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT;
WORK THAT MUST BE CARRIED OUT EVERYWHERE WITHOUT DELAY

5. It is a distinguishing feature of the present moment in the development of |
international communist movement that in the great majority of capitalist countrie
the preparations of the proletariat to bring its
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dictatorship into being have not been completed, indeed in many cases have
even been systematically begun. It does not follow that the proletarian revolution
impossible in the immediate future. It is quite possible, for the entire economic al
political situation is unusually rich in inflammable material and in reasons for it
suddenly catching fire. A further prerequisite of revolution, apart from the
preparation of the proletariat, namely, a general state of crisis in all ruling and
bourgeois parties, is also present. But from what has been said it follows that for 1
communist parties the immediate task is to accelerate the revolution, taking care
to provoke it artificially before adequate preparations have been made. T
preparation of the proletariat for the revolution must be promoted by action. On tl
other hand the history of many socialist parties, previously referred to, makes
essential to see that recognition of the dictatorship of the proletariat does not rem
an empty word.

From the standpoint of the international proletarian movement, therefore, tl
chief task of the communist parties at the present moment is to rally the scatte
communist forces, to create a united communist party in each country (or t
consolidation and regeneration of the parties already in existence), to multip
tenfold the work of preparing the proletariat for the conquest of State power in tl
form of the dictatorship of the proletariat. The socialist work usually done by grouy
and parties which recognize the dictatorship of the proletariat has not yet by a lo
way been subjected to that radical transformation and regeneration which :
essential if it is to be regarded as communist work, corresponding to the tasks on
eve of the proletarian dictatorship.

6. The conquest of political power by the proletariat does not put an end to
class struggle against the bourgeoisie; on the contrary, it makes this strug
particularly comprehensive, acute, and unrelenting. Because the struggle has reac
a pitch of the utmost intensity, all groups, parties, and active participants in tl
workers' movement which are wholly or partly reformist or 'centrist' in characte
move inevitably either to the side of the bourgeoisie or to the side of the waverers,
(what is most dangerous) they join the unreliable friends of the victorious proletari
That is why preparation for the dictatorship of the proletariat requires not only &
intensified struggle against reformist and 'centrist' tendencies, but also a change
the character of that struggle. It must not be restricted to explaining the incorrectn
of these tendencies, but must mercilessly and ruthlessly expose every lead
individual in the workers' movement who displays these tendencies, for otherwi
the proletariat cannot learn with whom to act in the decisive struggle against t
bourgeoisie. This struggle is of such a character that it may at any moment repl:
the weapon of criticism by the criticism of weapons, and, as experience has alre:
shown, it not only may, but does. Any inconsistency or weakness in expos-
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ing those who turn out to be reformists or 'centrists' directly increases the dangel
the overthrow of the power of the proletariat by the bourgeoisie, who will tomorroy
make use of what today seems to shortsighted people nothing but a 'theoret
difference of opinion'.

7. In particular it is not enough to be content with the usual rejection in principl
of any co-operation between proletariat and bourgeoisie, any ‘class collaboration'
conditions of the proletarian dictatorship—which will never be able to abolisl
private property completely at one blow—the simple defence of 'freedom' ar
‘equality’ changes, while private property in the means of production is maintaine
into 'co-operation' with the bourgeoisie, which directly undermines the power of tt
working class. For the dictatorship of the proletariat means that the entire appare
of State power is used to establish and secure 'unfreedom' for the exploiters to c:
on their work of oppression and exploitation, 'inequality’ between property owne
(that is, those who appropriate for their own use the means of production created
social labour) and the propertyless. What seems, before the victory of the proletar
nothing but a theoretical difference of opinion about 'democracy' inevitabl
becomes, on the morrow of victory, a question to be decided by force of arm
Consequently, without a fundamental change in the entire character of the strug
against the 'centrists' and the 'defenders of democracy' even a prelimin:
preparation of the masses for the realization of the proletarian dictatorship
impossible.

8. The dictatorship of the proletariat is the most determined form of the clas
struggle of the proletariat against the bourgeoisie. This struggle can only |
successful if the revolutionary vanguard is supported by the overwhelming majori
of the proletariat. Preparation for the proletarian dictatorship therefore demands |
only explaining the bourgeois character of any kind of reformism, any defence
democracy that involves the maintenance of private property in the means
production, not merely exposing those tendencies which mean in fact that t
bourgeoisie are defended within the workers' movement; it also requires that the |
leaders shall be replaced by communists in absolutely every kind of proletari
organization, not only political, but also trade union, co-operative, educational, e
The longer bourgeois democracy has prevailed in a country, the more complete
well established it is, the more successful have the bourgeoisie of that country b
in getting into those leading positions people who are reared in bourgec
democracy, saturated in its attitudes and prejudices, and very frequently bribed by
whether directly or indirectly. These representatives of the labour aristocracy, or
workers who have become bourgeois in outlook, must be pushed out of all th
positions a hundred times more boldly than ever before, and replaced even
inexperienced workers, so long as they are closely tied to the exploited masses
enjoy their confidence in the struggle against the
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exploiters. The dictatorship of the proletariat will make it necessary to appoint su
inexperienced workers to the most responsible offices of State, otherwise the po
of the workers' government will be ineffective and will not be supported by th
masses.

9. The dictatorship of the proletariat is the most complete realization of tk
leadership of all working and exploited people, who have been enslave
downtrodden, oppressed, intimidated, disunited, and deceived by the capitalist cle
by the one class which the entire history of capitalism has prepared for this lead
part. Consequently the work of preparing for the dictatorship of the proletariat mt
be everywhere undertaken without delay, along the following lines:

In all organizations, unions and associations of the working and exploited mas:
without exception, first in the proletarian and then in the non-proletarian (politica
trade union, military, co-operative, educational, sport, etc.), groups or cells |
communists must be formed, chiefly open in character, but also secret, the lal
being obligatory wherever their dissolution, or the arrest or deportation of the
members by the bourgeoisie, is likely; these cells, closely connected with each ot
and with the party centre, shall pool their experience, carry on propaganc
agitation, and organizational work, adapting themselves to absolutely every sph
of public life and to every kind and group of the working masses, and by this vari
work systematically train themselves, the party, the class, and the masses.

In this connexion it is of the utmost importance to work out and to develop tt
methods necessary for all these activities: the leaders or responsible representa
hopelessly corrupted by petty-bourgeois or imperialist prejudices must t
mercilessly exposed and driven out of the workers' movement. In regard to t
masses, however, who, particularly after the imperialist slaughter, are large
inclined to give a hearing to and to accept the theory of the necessity of the rule
the proletariat as the only way out of capitalist slavery, particular patience al
caution must be shown in studying and allowing for the peculiarities and particul
psychological features of every section, every occupation, etc.

10. There is one communist group or cell which deserves the party's particu
attention and care; that is the parliamentary fraction, the group of members
parliament, deputies to bourgeois representative bodies (particularly in central, |
also in local and municipal government). These bodies are of particularly gre
importance in the eyes of the backward working masses saturated in petty-bourge
prejudices. Therefore communists must from that very tribune carry on the work
propaganda, agitation, and organization, and explain to the masses why it v
legitimate in Russia (and in due course will be legitimate in any country) for th
Soviet congress to dissolve the bourgeois parliament. On the other hand
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the entire course of bourgeois democracy has turned parliament, particularly in
advanced countries, into the main or one of the main centres for incredible swindl
for the financial and political deception of the people, for careerism, hypocrisy, at
the oppression of the working people. That is why the burning hatred of parliame
felt by the best representatives of the revolutionary proletariat is fully justified. Th:
is why communist parties, and all parties of the Communist International—partici
larly if they were founded not by breakaways from the old parties, and in protract
and stubborn struggles with them, but as a result of the old parties going over (of
in appearance only) to new political positions'— must be specially strict in the
attitude to their parliamentary fractions. The fractions must be completely subject
the control and direction of the central committee of the party; they must cons
largely of revolutionary workers; their speeches in parliament must be careful
analysed from the communist standpoint in the party press and at party meetin
members of parliament must be detailed for agitational work among the masses,
any member of the fraction who shows Second International tendencies must
expelled.

11. One of the chief difficulties encountered by the revolutionary workers
movement in the advanced capitalist countries arises from the fact that capi
thanks to colonial possessions and the surplus profits of finance capital etc., is &
to detach a comparatively broad and stable stratum, the labour aristocracy, whicl
a small minority of the working class. They enjoy good wages and are most dee|
imbued with a narrow craft spirit and with petty-bourgeois and imperialis
prejudices. They represent the real social 'pillars' of the Second International
reformists and ‘centrists’, and at the present moment are almost the sole so
mainstay of the bourgeoisie. It is impossible even to begin to prepare the proletal
for the overthrow of the bourgeoisie without an immediate, systematic
comprehensive, and open struggle against this stratum which—as experience
already clearly demonstrated—uwill undoubtedly provide the bourgeois white gua
with not a few recruits after the victory of the proletariat. All parties adhering to th
Communist International must, at whatever cost, carry through the slogan 'dee
into the masses', ‘closer contact with the masses', meaning by the masses all wor
people and all who are exploited by capital, particularly those who are lea
organized and least enlightened, most deeply oppressed and least accessibl
organization.

The proletariat becomes revolutionary only in so far as it does not lock itself up
narrow craft limits, only in so far as it takes part in all activities and all spheres «
public life as leader of all the working and exploited masses, and it is impossible 1
it to achieve its dictatorship if it is not ready and able to make the greatest sacrific
for the sake of victory over the
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bourgeoisie. In this respect Russia's experience is of both theoretical and pract
significance. There the proletariat could not have established its dictatorship, co
not have won the respect and confidence of all the working masses, if it had r
made greater sacrifices and suffered greater hunger than any other section of
masses, in the most difficult periods of attack, of war, and of the blockade by tl
world bourgeoisie.

The communist party and the entire advanced proletariat must, in particular, gi
all-round and self-denying support to the broad and spontaneous mass st
movement, which alone is able really to rouse the masses under the yoke of cap
to get them into action, to educate and organize them, and to foster in them comp
confidence in the leading role of the revolutionary proletariat. Without this
preparation no dictatorship of the proletariat is possible, and people who come ¢
openly against strikes, like Kautsky in Germany and Turati in Italy, can in n
circumstances be tolerated in parties which adhere to the Communist Internatior
This of course applies in still greater degree to the trade union and parliament
leaders who often betray the workers by using the experience of strikes to pre:
reformism and not revolution, for example Jouhaux in France, Gompers in Americ
J. H. Thomas in England.

12. In all countries, even the freest, most ‘legal' and most 'peaceful'— that
where the class struggle is least acute—the time has come when it is imperative
every communist party systematically to combine legal with illegal work, legal witt
illegal organization. For even in the most enlightened and free countries with
most 'solid' bourgeois-democratic regime the governments are already beginni
despite their own false and hypocritical statements, to keep regular secret lists
communists, to resort to violations of their own constitution, to half-secret an
secret support of the white guards, and to the murder of communists in eve
country, to secret preparation for the arrest of communists, to smuggling age|
provocateurs into communist circles, etc. Only the most reactionary petty-bourgec
however fine the 'democratic' and pacifist phrases he may use, can deny these f
or the conclusion which necessarily follows from them—the necessity for a
communist parties to establish without delay illegal organizations to carry o
systematic illegal work and make thorough preparations for the day when bourge
persecution comes out into the open. This illegal work is particularly necessary
the army, the navy, and the police, for after the great imperialist slaughter :
governments have begun to fear national armies which are open to the worker ;
the peasant, and have begun in secret to single out from among the tro
detachments recruited from the bourgeoisie and provided with special al
technically superior equipment.

On the other hand it is also necessary, in all cases without exception, not
restrict oneself to illegal work but to carry out legal work, to overcome
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all obstacles, to found legal press organs and legal organizations under the n
varied names, and when necessary to change the names frequently. This is b
done by the illegal communist parties in Finland and Hungary, and to some exte
in Germany, Poland, Latvia, etc. This must also be done by the IWW in Americ
and by all legal communist parties, if the public prosecutor finds it convenient t
use decisions of the congresses of the Communist International to start persecu
them.

The imperative necessity, as a matter of principle, of combining illegal with legz
work, is determined not merely by the totality of the special features of the prese
period, on the eve of the proletarian dictatorship, but also by the need
demonstrate to the bourgeoisie that there is not and cannot be any sphere of act
which the communists cannot conquer, and still more by the existence everywh
of broad strata of the proletariat, and even more of the non-proletarian working a
exploited masses, who still have faith in bourgeois-democratic legality and whom
is very important for us to convince of the contrary.

13. The position of the workers' press in the most advanced capitalist countr
shows particularly clearly both the entire mendacity of freedom and equality in
bourgeois democracy, and the necessity of systematic combination of legal &
illegal work. In both defeated Germany and victorious America the entire power
the bourgeois State apparatus, and all the tricks of its financial tycoons, are use
deprive the workers of their press—prosecution in the courts and the arrest (even
murder by hired assassins) of its editors, the prohibition of distribution through tt
post, refusal of paper supplies, etc. Moreover, the news reports which are neces:
for a daily paper are controlled by bourgeois press agencies, and the advertisem
without which a large newspaper cannot pay its way are at the 'free’ disposition
capitalists. In these ways, by fraud and by the pressure of capital and of bourge
rule, the bourgeoisie deprive the revolutionary proletariat of its press.

To combat this the communist parties must start a new kind of periodical pre
for mass distribution among the workers; first, legal publications which, withou
calling themselves communist or referring to their adherence to the party, must le:
to take advantage of the slightest legal opportunities, as the Bolsheviks did af
1905 under the Tsar; secondly, illegal papers, even if they are only very small &
are published only irregularly, but which can be reproduced in small printing shoj
by the workers (either secretly, or if the movement has become strong enough,
the revolutionary seizure of printing presses), and which give the proletari
revolutionary information and revolutionary watchwords.

Without a revolutionary struggle for the freedom of the communist press whic
carries the masses along with it, preparation for the dictatorship of the proletariat
impossible.



124 THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

3. CORRECTING THE POLICY AND PARTLY ALSO THE COMPOSITION OF
THE PARTIES WHICH HAVE JOINED OR WISH TO JOIN THE COMMUNIST
INTERNATIONAL

14. The degree to which the proletariat in the countries which are most importa
from the standpoint of world economy and world politics is prepared for th
realization of its dictatorship is indicated with the greatest objectivity and precisic
by the breakaway of the most influential parties in the Second International—tl
French Socialist Party, the Independent Social-Democratic Party of Germany, f
Independent Labour Party in England, the American Socialist Party—from th
yellow International, and by their decision to adhere conditionally to the Communi
International. This shows that not only the vanguard but the majority of th
revolutionary proletariat, convinced by the course of events, have begun to co
over to our side. The chief thing now is to know how to make this change comple
and to consolidate what has been attained in lasting organizational form, so t
progress can be made along the whole line without any hesitation.

15. The entire activity of the parties mentioned (to which the Swiss Socialis
Party will most probably be added) shows, and their periodical press cleal
confirms, that this activity is not yet communist and not infrequently is frankly
incompatible with the basic principles of the Communist International, namely
recognition of the dictatorship of the proletariat and of Soviet power instead
bourgeois democracy.

Therefore the second congress of the Communist International has decided th:
does not consider it possible to accept these parties immediately; that it approves
answer given by the ECCI to the German 'Independents’, that it confirms |
readiness to conduct negotiations with any party which leaves the Seco
International and wishes to approach the Communist International; that it grar
delegates of such parties a consultative voice at all its congresses and conferer
that it makes the following conditions for the complete unification of these (an
similar) parties with the Communist International:

(i) Publication of all decisions of all congresses of the Communist Internation:
and of its Executive Committee in all the party's periodicals.

(i) Discussion of these decisions at special meetings of all sections or loc
groups of the party.

(i) The convening, after such discussion, of a special congress of the party
draw the conclusions. This congress must be called as early as possible and in
case not later than four months after the second congress of the Commui
International.

(iv) The party to be cleansed of all elements which continue to act in the spirit
the Second International.
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(v) All party periodicals to be put in the hands of exclusively communist editorie
boards.

(vi) Parties which now wish to enter the Communist International but have n
yet made a radical break with their old tactics must ensure that two-thirds of t
membership of their central committees and central bodies consist of comrades w
before the second congress, came out openly in favour of adherence to
Communist International. Exceptions can be made only with the consent of tl
ECCI.

(vii) Members of the party who reject the conditions and theses adopted by t
Communist International must be expelled. The same applies to members of -
extraordinary congress.

The second congress of the Communist International instructs the Executi
Committee to accept the parties mentioned, and similar parties, into the Commur
International, after satisfying itself that all these conditions have really been fulfille
and the party's activity has become communist in character.

16. As to the question how communists, who are now in the minority, shoul
behave when they occupy responsible positions in the said parties, the sec
congress of the Communist International has decided that, in view of the pres
rapid growth in the revolutionary spirit of the masses, it is not desirable fc
communists to leave these parties so long as they have the opportunity of working
them for the recognition of the proletarian dictatorship and the Soviet power, and
criticizing the opportunists and centrists who still remain in these parties. Whenev
the left wing of a centrist party has become strong enough, and the developmen
the communist movement requires it, it may leave the party in a body and form
communist party.

At the same time the second congress of the Communist International is in favc
of the affiliation of communist or sympathizing groups and organizations in Englar
to the Labour Party, although the Labour Party belongs to the Second Internatior
For so long as this party allows the organizations affiliated to it their presel
freedom of criticism and freedom to engage in propaganda, agitation, al
organization for the proletarian dictatorship and the Soviet power, so long as tl
party retains the character of an association of all trade union organizations of
working class, communists must do everything they can, and even make cert
organizational compromises, to have the possibility of exercising influence on tl
broad working masses, of exposing their opportunist leaders from a high tribu
visible to the masses, of accelerating the transference of political power from t
direct representatives of the bourgeoisie to the 'labour lieutenants of the capita
class', in order to cure the masses quickly of their last illusions on this score.

17. Asto the Iltalian Socialist Party, the second congress of the
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Communist International recognizes that the revision of the programme decided
at the Bologna congress of this party last year marks a very important stage in t
party's road to communism, and that the proposals put forward by the Turin sect
to the National Council of the party and published in L'Ordine Nuovo of 8 May
1920 are in conformity with all the basic principles of the Communist Internationa
The congress requests the Italian Socialist Party at its next congress, which is tc
held in accordance with its own statutes and the conditions of admission to t
Communist International, to examine the said proposals and all the decisions of
two congresses of the Communist International, particularly with respect to tt
parliamentary fraction, the trade unions, and non-communist elements in the party

18. The second congress of the Communist International judges as incorrect
views about the relation of the party to the class and the masses, about commu
party participation in bourgeois parliaments and in reactionary trade unions held a
defended in their most thoroughgoing form by the Communist Labour Party
Germany (KAPD), and in part by the Communist Party of Switzerland, and in De
Kommunismus, organ of the East European secretariat of the Commun
International in Vienna, by some Dutch comrades, and by some commun
organizations in England, for example the Socialist Workers' Federation and t
Shop Stewards' Committee, and by the IWW in America; these views have be
refuted in detail in special resolutions of the second congress.

Nevertheless the second congress of the Communist International considers t
possible and desirable the immediate affiliation to the Communist International
such of these organizations as have not yet officially joined, for in these cases
particularly the IWW in America and Australia, and the shop stewards in Englan
we are dealing with a profoundly proletarian mass movement, whose principl
really correspond to the basic principles of the Communist International. In sut
organizations the incorrect views about participation in bourgeois parliaments deri
not so much from the influence of members of bourgeois origin, who bring the
basically petty-bourgeois outlook into the movement—an outlook which anarchis
often share—as from the lack of political experience of thoroughly revolutionar
proletarians who are closely bound to the masses.

The second congress of the Communist International therefore requests
communist organizations and groups in the Anglo-Saxon countries, even if the IW
and the shop stewards should not immediately join, to pursue a friendly polic
towards these organizations, to draw closer to them and to the masses v
sympathize with them, and to explain to them, in the light of the experiences of
revolutions and particularly of the three Russian revolutions of the twentiet
century, in a most friendly way the incorrectness of their views in this respect, al
not to desist from
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repeated attempts to unite with these organizations into a single communist party.

19. In this connexion the congress directs the attention of all comrade
particularly in the Latin and Anglo-Saxon countries, to the deep theoretical cleava
that has been taking place since the war among anarchists throughout the worlc
the question of their attitude to the proletarian dictatorship and the Soviet pow:
The proletarian elements, who were frequently driven to anarchism by a whol
natural hatred of the opportunism and reformism of the parties of the Seco
International, have a particularly good grasp of these principles, which is growing
they become more familiar with the experience of Russia, Finland, Hungary, Latvi
Poland, and Germany.

The congress therefore thinks it the duty of all comrades to support to the utm
the movement of all mass proletarian elements from anarchism towards t
Communist International. The congress declares that the success of the work
genuine communist parties can be measured among other things by the exten
which they succeed in attracting from anarchism to their side all the mass proletar
elements.

THESES ON THE ROLE OF THE COMMUNIST PARTY IN THE PROLE-
TARIAN REVOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE SECOND COMINTERN
CONGRESS

24 July 1920 Protokoll, ii, p. 113

[These theses were drafted and introduced by Zinoviev; after discussion in t
congress, and amendment in the commission, they were unanimously adopted. T
were designed primarily to counteract syndicalist and 'direct action' tendencie
which were prevalent in France and Spain, as well as among the American IW
and the British shop stewards. The Russian party, Zinoviev said, had learnt frc
experience that it was essential to have a centralized organization imposing i
military discipline. Among the most outspoken critics of this attitude was Tanne
(shop stewards), who suggested that Russia had something to learn from the we:
well as something to teach. The parties should agree on all basic questions, but
the rest might be left to act on their own. The Second International had been |
formless and characterless, but the Third was going to the opposite extreme
being too dogmatic. He questioned whether the dictatorship of the communist pa
and the dictatorship of the proletariat were identical. Wijnkoop (Holland) als
suggested a less dogmatic approach, since conditions varied so widely. Le
reacted sharply to the charge of dogmatism; if each party were allowed to do a
pleased, the International was unnecessary. Zinoviev said that 'the Internatio
must be a single communist party with sections in the different countries'; tt
dictatorship of the party was 'a function, a sign, and an expression of the dictators
of the working class'. Trotsky made the same point by a topical example. "Today
received peace proposals from
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the Polish Government. Who decides this question? We have the Council
People's Commissars, but that too must be subject to a certain control. Wh
control? That of the working class as a formless, chaotic mass? No. So we conve
the central committee of the party to discuss the proposal and decide on the ansv
.. The same is true of the agrarian question, the food question, and all otl
guestions.']

Decisive struggles confront the world proletariat. The epoch in which we are no
living is the epoch of open civil wars. The decisive hour is approaching. I
practically every country where there is a substantial labour movement the worki
class, arms in hand, is faced by a series of bitter struggles.

More than ever before the working class needs strict organization. It must nc
work indefatigably to make itself ready for these struggles without losing a sing
precious hour.

If at the time of the Paris Commune (1871) the working class had had
disciplined communist party, however small, the first heroic rising of the Frenc
proletariat would have had far greater weight, and many mistakes and weaknes
could have been avoided.

The struggles which the proletariat is now facing, in a different historica
situation, will be far more fateful than that of 1871. Therefore the second worl
congress of the Communist International directs the attention of the revolutiona
workers of the entire world to the following:

1. The communist party is a part of the working class, the most advanced, mq
class-conscious, and hence most revolutionary part. By a process of natural selec
the communist party is formed of the best, most class-conscious, most devoted
far-sighted workers. The communist party has no interests other than the interest
the working class as a whole. The communist party is differentiated from tt
working class as a whole by the fact that it has a clear view of the entire historic
path of the working class in its totality and is concerned, at every bend in this roz
to defend the interests not of separate groups or occupations, but of the work
class in its totality. The communist party is the organizational and political leve
which the most advanced section of the working class uses to direct the entire r
of the proletariat and the semi-proletariat along the right road.

2. Until the proletariat has seized State power and consolidated its rule once
all, and made it secure against a bourgeois restoration, the communist party \
have in its ranks only a minority of the workers. Before the seizure of power, and
the transition period, the communist party can, in favourable circumstances, exerc
an undivided intellectual and political influence on all proletarian and semi
proletarian strata of the population, but it cannot unite them all organizationally |
its ranks. Only after the proletarian dictatorship has deprived the bourgeoisie of su
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powerful means of exerting influence as the press, the schools, parliament, -
church, the administrative machine, etc., only after the final defeat of the bourge
order has become clear to everybody, only then will all or practically all the worke
begin to enter the ranks of the communist party.

3. A sharp distinction must be made between the concepts of party and class.
members of the 'Christian' and liberal trade unions of Germany, England, and otl
countries are undoubtedly parts of the working class. The more or less numert
groups of workers who still follow Scheidemann, Gompers, and their like, ar
undoubtedly part of the working class. In certain historical circumstances it is eve
quite possible for the working class to include very numerous reactionary elemer
It is the task of communism not to adapt itself to these backward sections of t
working class but to raise the entire working class to the level of the communi
vanguard. Confusion of these two concepts—party and class—can lead to
greatest mistakes and bewilderment. It is for example clear that in spite of t
sentiments and prejudices of a certain section of the working class during t
imperialist war, the workers' party had at all costs to combat those sentiments &
prejudices by standing for the historical interests of the proletariat which require
the proletarian party to declare war on the war.

Thus, on the outbreak of the imperialist war in 1914 the parties of the socic
traitors in all countries, when they supported the bourgeoisie of their 'own' countrie
always and consistently explained that they were acting in accordance with the v
of the working class. But they forgot that, even if that were true, it must be the ta
of the proletarian party in such a state of affairs to come out against the sentime
of the majority of the workers and, in defiance of them, to represent the historic
interests of the proletariat. In the same way, at the beginning of this century, t
Russian mensheviks of that time (the so-called Economists) rejected open politi
struggle against Tsarism on the ground that the working class as a whole had not
reached an understanding of the political struggle.

In the same way the right wing of the German Independents always insist, wh
acting irresolutely and inadequately, on 'the will of the masses', withot
understanding that the party is there to lead the masses and show them the way.

4. The Communist International adheres unshakeably to the conviction that t
collapse of the old 'social-democratic' parties and the Second International shoulc
no circumstances be presented as the collapse of the proletarian party syster
general. The epoch of direct struggle for the dictatorship of the proletariat brings
new party of the proletariat to birth, the communist party.

5. The Communist International decisively rejects the view that the proletaric
can accomplish its revolution without having an independent
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political party of its own. Every class struggle is a political struggle. The goal of thi
struggle, which is inevitably transformed into civil war, is the conquest of politica
power. Political power cannot be seized, organized, and operated except throug
political party. Only if the proletariat has as leader an organized and experienc
party with clearly defined aims and a practical programme of immediate measu
both for internal and external policy, will the conquest of political power turn out te
be not an accidental episode, but the starting-point of an enduring commun
structure of society built by the proletariat.

The same class struggle likewise demands the centralization and unified direct
of the most varied forms of the proletarian movement (trade unions, co-operativ:
factory councils, educational work, elections, etc.). Only a political party can kb
such a co-ordinating and guiding centre. The refusal to create and to strengthen <
a party and to subordinate oneself to it implies the rejection of unity in the directic
of the different fighting forces of the proletariat acting on the various fields of battle
The class struggle of the proletariat needs concentrated agitation which illumina
the various stages of the struggle from a single standpoint and directs the atten
of the proletariat whenever the occasion demands to definite tasks common to
whole class. That cannot be done without a centralized political machinery, i.
without a political party. The propaganda conducted by the revolutionar
syndicalists and adherents of the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW) against tt
necessity for an independent workers' party objectively therefore helped and he
only to support the bourgeoisie and the counter-revolutionary 'social-democrats'.
their propaganda against a communist party, which they want to replace by tre
unions alone or by formless 'general’ workers' unions, the syndicalists and IW
come close to the avowed opportunists. After the defeat of the 1905 revolution t
Russian mensheviks for many years advocated the idea of a so-called work
congress which was to replace the revolutionary party of the working class. T
'yellow labourites' of every kind in England and America preach to the workers tt
creation of formless workers' unions or vague, purely parliamentary associations,
take the place of a political party, and at the same time put through a thorougl
bourgeois policy. The revolutionary syndicalists and IWW are anxious to figh
against the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie, but do not know how. They fail to gra
that without an independent political party the working class is a body without
head.

Revolutionary syndicalism and industrialism mark a step forward only ir
comparison with the old, musty, counter-revolutionary ideology of the Secon
International. But in comparison with revolutionary Marxism, i.e. with communism
syndicalism and industrialism are a step backward. The declaration of the 'le
KAPD at its foundation congress in April, that
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it was founding a party, but 'not a party in the traditional sense’, is an ideologic
surrender to these reactionary aspects of syndicalism and industrialism.

The working class cannot win victory over the bourgeoisie by the general stril
alone, by the tactics of folded arms. The proletariat must resort to arme
insurrection. Whoever has grasped that must also understand that an organi
political party is essential, that formless workers' unions are not enough.

The revolutionary syndicalists often speak of the great part that can be played
a determined revolutionary minority. A really determined minority of the working
class, a minority that is communist, that wants to act, that has a programme, tha
out to organize the struggle of the masses —that is precisely what the commui
party is.

6. The most important task of a genuine communist party is to keep always
closest touch with the broadest masses of the proletariat.

In order to do that, communists can and should also be active in associatic
which, though they do not have the character of political parties, have lare
proletarian groups among their members, such as the associations of disabled
servicemen in various countries, the 'Hands off Russia' committees in Englar
proletarian tenants' leagues, etc. The Russian example of the so-called 'non-p:
workers' and peasants' conferences is particularly important. These conferences
organized in practically every town, in every working-class district, and also in th
countryside. The broadest masses of even the backward workers take part in
elections to these conferences. The most pressing questions are placed on the ac
—food supplies, housing, the military situation, schools, the current political task
etc. The communists exercise a most active influence on these 'nonpa
conferences, and with the greatest success for the party.

Communists consider it their most important task to carry on the work c
organization and instruction in a systematic fashion within these wider worker
organizations. And in order to do this successfully, in order to prevent the enem
of the revolutionary proletariat from taking possession of these broad workel
organizations, the advanced communist workers must form their own independ
tightly-knit communist party, which acts always in an organized way and which |
able, at every turn of events and whatever form the movement takes, to look af
the general interests of communism.

7. Communists do not by any means shun mass workers' organizations wh
have a non-political character, even when these are of an outright reaction:
character (yellow or Christian unions, etc.); they do not shrink from taking part i
them and using them. Within these organizations the communist party constar
carries on its propaganda and indefatigably persuades the workers that the ide
non-partisanship as a
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principle is deliberately encouraged among the workers by the bourgeoisie and tt
hacks in order to divert them from organized struggle for socialism.

8. The old ‘classic' division of the workers movement into three—party, trad
union, and co-operative—is clearly obsolete. The proletarian revolution in Russ
has created the basic form of the proletarian dictatorship, the Soviets. The n
division, which we are approaching everywhere, is: 1. party, 2. workers' counci
(soviets), 3. producers' associations (trade unions). But both the councils and
unions must be constantly and systematically guided by the party of the proletari
that is, by the communist party. The organized vanguard of the working class, t
communist party, which must direct the struggles of the entire working class in tl
economic and the political field, as well as in the sphere of education, must be |
animating spirit within the unions and the workers' councils, as well as in evel
other kind of proletarian organization.

The rise of Soviets as the historical basic form of the dictatorship of th
proletariat does not in any way diminish the leading role of the communist party
the proletarian revolution. When the German 'left' communists say (see their app
to the German proletariat of 14 April 1920, sighed 'Communist Labour Party ¢
Germany') that 'the party too is more and more adapting itself to the Soviet idea ¢
assuming a proletarian character' (K[ommunistische] A[rbeiter] Z[eitung] no. 54
that is a confused expression of the idea that the communist party must merge in
Soviets, as though the Soviets could replace the communist party.

This idea is basically wrong and reactionary. There was a period in the history
the Russian revolution when the Soviets were opposed to the proletarian party :
supported the policy of the agents of the bourgeoisie. The same was true
Germany. The same is possible in other countries also. If the Soviets are to
justice to their historical mission, a strong communist party is essential, a pal
which does not simply 'adapt' itself to the Soviets, but is able to ensure that t
Soviets do not 'adapt' themselves to the bourgeoisie and to white-guard soc
democracy, a party which through its fractions in the Soviets is able to take them
tow.

Whoever suggests that the communist party should 'adapt’ itself to the Sovie
whoever sees in such an adaptation a strengthening of the 'proletarian characte
the party, is doing both the party and the Soviets a highly questionable service, :
has failed to grasp the significance either of the party or of the Soviets. The stron
the party that we create in any country, the sooner will the 'Soviet idea' triump
Many ‘Independents' and even right-wing socialists now pay lip-service to tt
'Soviet idea'. We shall be able to prevent these elements from distorting the So
idea only if we have a strong communist party which is able to exercise a decisi
influence on the policy of the Soviets.



JULY 1920 133

9. The working class needs the communist party not only up to the seizure
power, not only during the seizure of power, but also after the transfer of power
the working class. The history of the Communist Party of Russia, which has been
power nearly three years, shows that the importance of the communist party a
the working class has seized power does not diminish but, on the contrary, gro
enormously.

10. When the proletariat seizes power its party remains, as before, only a part
the working class—precisely that part of the working class which organized victor
For two decades in Russia, and for some years in Germany, the communist party
been fighting not only the bourgeoisie, but also those 'socialists' who transn
bourgeois influences to the proletariat; it took into its ranks the staunchest, most f
sighted, and most advanced fighters of the working class. Only if there is suckt
disciplined organization of the working class elite is it possible to surmount all th
difficulties confronting the workers' dictatorship on the morrow of victory. In the
organization of a new proletarian red army, in the real destruction of the bourge«
State apparatus and its replacement by the beginnings of a new proletarian S
apparatus, in the fight against narrow craft tendencies among groups of workers
the struggle against local and regional 'patriotism’, in clearing the way for tt
creation of a new labour discipline—in all these fields the communist party has tl
decisive word. By their own example its members must inspire and lead the major
of the working class.

11. The need for a political party of the proletariat disappears only with th
complete disappearance of classes. On the road to this final victory of communisn
is possible that the historical importance of the three basic forms of proletari
organization today (party, soviet, producers' union) will change, and that gradually
single type of workers' organization will crystallize out. But the communist part
will only merge completely in the working class when communism ceases to be
goal to be fought for and the entire working class has become communist.

12. The second congress of the Communist International not only reaffirms tt
historical mission of the communist party in general, but indicates to th
international proletariat, although only in broad outline, what kind of communis
party we need.

13. The Communist International is of the opinion that, particularly in the perioc
of the proletarian dictatorship, the communist party must be built on foundations
iron proletarian centralism. In order to lead the working class successfully in tt
difficult and prolonged civil war the communist party must establish iron military
discipline in its own ranks. The experience of the communist party which for thre
years has led the working class in the Russian civil war has shown that without |
strictest discipline, without complete centralization, and without the fullest



134 THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL

comradely confidence of all party organizations in the party centre, the victory
the workers is impossible.

14. The communist party must be built on the basis of democratic centralisr
The basic principles of democratic centralism are that the higher party bodies st
be elected by the lower, that all instructions of the higher bodies are categorica
and necessarily binding on the lower; and that there shall be a strong party cet
whose authority is universally and unquestioningly recognized for all leading par
comrades in the period between congresses.

15. A number of communist parties in Europe and America have bee
compelled, as a result of the 'state of siege' decreed by the bour