
Indiarr rulinq classc,s are urrcJeltaking this tasl< with thc biessirrgs of the LIS

irrper ialists. who lrai'e ntatcllirrg iriterests- bLrt liave tlieir lranc{s l'tr ll rvith

c ir s se:;

Si:;rtcrir [re: -] 0. 2C09

CorunrunirXw.d

The 15*r' I-,ok Sabhru [IEectioxrs t$ffiflfi 'iltrEdr

F os t-trI Eectio xr. Sfrttu atio ns

'l'lte rulitrg classes lool< to parliarr-rerrtar',r,eicctiortrt 1r,r tutrviilc oilie:jIilltlp
olle-gitimacl,periodically'1o tlieirauLi-lteopie rtr le" irrrci to acltieve ir stabls

sovenrrlerrt ilr orclel to accelerate the onsla ttght of,tiieir iinti-1trtc'rp le ptr lir: ici
in the period uirtil tlre next electiolr. For all theil hopes anc'[ef]br-ts, eli llral

tlre parliantentary polls ha,re clelivered to ihr:tr otet'receltl ilttcztcjes i:r ii

Stl"eall Of fi-actLrrlecl r,,erCiCts rrtd ricl'et1 sO',rerllnietlts. Anti s'.r i.ltr: l'Lr lilt;l
classes clutch at trrrd project a.ny evicierrce of irnpt'ot,etlrc'lti ili iiti:s :;tate tll-

alfairs. l'heV lrar,e thus greeted the resttlls ol-tltc eit:ctiott:; io ilit' l5tr'[-tlli
Sabha with a huge sigh of reliel-.

\fuhile it is tl.tre tlratthe irlltroved shou,ilrg o['1]re Co.irgi'c:i:,, peri.r in tire

200gelectioltshasrertderedthellresenttlrlileclFrclgr';ssive'Aiiiitrlr:r'ritilA)
goverrrrlentsornewhatlessvutrlterabie'irri)arliiitncrttiitartitsiltrtrir.;rii;lli: ill','\

ltreCleCeSSttt', r:uling CIaSS cOtrrtnet)tatOl'S Itavc g.c,;'c itirtllerr atlll llrirrie ex-

ti-arragant political c la irns. Arnong these c ia itu s a re ( i) th al tli t: ['r,ti 1;'css lt as

otilained a c lear 'rtrandate': (ii) tlrat tir is lbt'enrost paiiI o l'iirc i r:,li,rl t it l illtl
oliisses lras effected a historic reversal o['iis ltirr.s,-icr"nr clcclirrc. ;ttr.l i', t.ttrrr

ou the path of I'esur'-qence; (iii) that 'ail-irrciia oi 'irationel- piii'tics hiti'e

retunred to centrestage, t,hereas regional anci 'caste-l-rasecl ' ltal'tics have

suffered a setback; ar.rcl (ir,) tfiat tfie so-called 'atiti-iilctttlthetlc.r" f actor'. i.e .

negativevotingagainstthepar:tf ittpou'er,hasciissi;rated.alrcl i:'i'rciti':r''-
pluced u,itir positive t'oting [or 'gooC govcrllallce . -f-he 

llr,trpos'-: ol-stti'lr

propaganda is to iurpress uporr tlre strLrggiirr.u nrassqrs thc strpposecl i,italit)'
of'the parliat.t'rentaryr s1,stetn, cottfirse thent, altd demoraiise titeir stlLrgules

:.;lil
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.u,airst tiris s-r srcrr. 0,,.1 ,huT.ilililI^i".-,...u, rt","-.r*,*,r1" ;., *
oqll< attllc varit.ttr.s claitrrs brieflr,.

Tar-f'ctchcti clitiorr lcl'ltriln(lirtc'
['he clzrirn ltrirtrl lire Conp.ress havinq otrlaincd a'rnarrclate', everi irr lhe

allgtlagetlf'cottveiiliotiaIpariiatttetrtlul,polilics.isftrr'-letclrecl.\VltiletheCorr-

lr-ess clid gain an inrprressivt:61 seat.s nrore than in the last election, its volz-
lrcn'c grett' [>\' on l-r' a little over 2 per cent over 2 004: At less tr'ran 29 l]er cen t,
ris vote-slrare *,as rotrghll,the sanre as in 1996 or 1999, arrcl seven percerrtage
irirrts bekrrr' thc figtrle l-or I 99 I . Iror the congress to return to its he-1,c1a1,. rvhen
rrsc,cl to olrtiiirr vtrte-shares of,over 40 per cent, is an even farther cr-v. fiven

te conrbined vote-share of the tJ PA at -36 per cenl - canrrot clairn to consti-
rte rnLrch ol-a 'nrrrrrdate'. 'I'he.nrost lrurlpeted gain lor the Congr-ess u,as i1s

rip|ur'eil perlbrrnance ill LJ.F., rvhere its vote-share rose I0 percerrtage points,
rcl a sectiorr o1'the N'lLrslinrs, arid e\/err s(inre Dalits. r'etLrnrecl to its lolcl. I{oiv-
,i cr'. e\/en alter lh is -uain the congress r,'ote-share in U.P. r,vas-just I 8 Per cent,
, tlrircl place beh intl llre IISP arrd saura-in zrcli Parq, (ancl fbLrrl.h place if rve take
e [],.1P-R[.]) allirrrrce irs I single biocli.)

As fbr the e Iirinrs ola rclur.n to ccntre-stage of the 'national' parties, tlre
rrnbined r r-lic-slraic ol-1lre (lonrtr'ess ancl the Il.lP actutrlly 1-eil b1,L)\,er-one
:r'(-'crir. as iiic ilrc r ole-shalc t>l'tlrc rcr,isioirists (tlre Cplrrrrcl Cpl-Nl), b1,

ill-a percerrllrr.:,c pr;irrt on the orhcl irand the corr.;binecl slrar-e oltfic s9-
Ilccl 'resit)rrii l' parties'h ancl irrrlependerrts lose fr-orr 44 1;er.cerrt to 46 per.
nt. 

-l'hrt 
ir;. ilie lrr lirrg ciass's l;roblerr r'rl'rhe lack ol'all-lnc.lia par-tie.s per-

;ts, arrcJ',r, it I i it tltc,aer r cr.a i i:ond i t ion ol ilr sta l_ril itr !.

ln lact- the i:lutiorr u,ith rvlrich llie ruling 
"lnsr*, 

as a rilrol.. gr.eetecl tlre
)!rgt'ess ;rerlirrrrrarrcc is an irrtJicatiolr of holv lorv tlreir.expectatigus rvere
Itlt'e re:strl1:; tt,et't ticclal'..d. lior rrot qpll rras tlre illpr.ot,ed Colgrcss perfcr-
rnce'lhr shoi'i ol-a nra-iorit-y; even rvith its pre-poll allies it rvas l0 seats shor.t
a rna-iolity. \'ct nrelelv its havingt gotr,vithin tlre gerreral i,icinity oltlre trrrget
s arr occasit'rn lirr celeblatiorr and lor rnaliing e:ttravagant claims.
Itr terrns oIgrii'ricipatir.rn, the elcctiorrs to tlre l5'i,[-ok Sabha u,er-e no

;c aTc tt:;in-Q lltc te rirt 'tcgi.rnlil'plirtr lrert'as it is uscd in thc estabiishntent lncdia. that is.
trtr tvhtlsc irlllttertcc is ttroi-c or lc,;s linri[ccl 1o a single state ']-hc ljgLrrc inclLrclcs ngn-
Igiu\s- n()il-lJll). non--l cIi'parlics r',lrich lr., plr;t ol'ihe LII,A. NDA. lhirtl lrr-661. ancl
t lit l:rorrt

diflbrerrt fi'orll thc last severalelections: in the percenttr-te ollur-lroirl (rr1i,,lri,,
60 per cent): in the lifelessness of the cantPaign; or il the irrdillt,.i.n,-:c,rl
tlte voters. The hapless voters, those allegecl ,sc-l.",erciqns' oi'lrrii iair .ilc_
rrocrac,\", continued [r-], alrd lar-qe to riote, it only beczirrse tho\/ \a..\, ri(r iriir.r icLr
lar lrtrrplose i, cliscarcli.glhis nteagrc clair, as u,ell ri,ith rrtrthirrg irr it,, r,lec,:.*

Negative yote continued to opcr.ate
T'he negati'e vote agairst the rurirrg partv (1he 'rrr(i-irrcrrrrrr-rcrrc' Ihc-

'otes 
that r,',on it a^ out'ight ma.iority, it'r tl-re 2001 [J.p. state asserrbl-), elec-

tions,, it nright not have lhllen far.short ol. its tar[et. Florvever.. al.tei. {rvcr

,l
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.ltePurr.iabchie['rninistersaidtha1.bvrvirrrrirrgfir,eoltlreI3l-oltSabha
; ll'rtnr thc strrLc- the Akali-BJP alliance'"r,as "better placecl" than the
er-C'on-9ress ,q()\,er unrent. u,hich had rvon.iust trvd seats in 2004 rvherr

C beelr in ;)ttil'c:r irr tlre state.

l solle slates. srrclr as lVlaharashtra ancl A.l).. a division irr tlrc: opposi-
\'ote \\ ilir tlre cnrL-rr-l.ence ol neu' parries (the Maharashtra Navrrirnran
arrcl the I)r'a.ia Ra-ly'ant. resltectively, ilr tlte tu,o states) helped the rul-
artv nraintain its Prrsition. In other states, sLrch as N,ladlr1,2 Prar]esh altcl

rat. tlte rLrlirru palt_r'sa!\'sonre redLrclion irr its supporl, rvithout losin_a

glrt in total seals l'ire Cujarat chielrrrirrister, Narendra N4ocli, hacl beetr

ctinglthirt lhe [].lP r..,c,.ulci rr in 22 oIthe state's 25 seats, and tlre Congress

tisatiorr rras in J llnrshackie slirte. ivitlrout a stt'olrg leacler. Nerrerlheless,

onqrcss ri rrri I i i,cirls. re ','ersin{I sonle ttlits lclsses iit tlre prei'ious asse nt-

ections, aircl li,r-trirrg lvlocli to l)ostpone his ltrinte rrrirristerial alnbitions.
/lrile a lrrnrhcr ol'otirer lactors contribLrteri to cleii:at of the L,elt and

oclatic [rrrnl irr l(erirla, il is \\zcst Berrgal that olfers the ntost stril<irrg
:nce olthe corrlirrtrirrg strength of tlte negative vote pltenonrenon. The
Vl ). rrhich has rLrlecl the stale continuotrsll,since 1977, n,as fond of
ing tlrat it haci i'enclered the 'anti-incuurbency factor' irrelevant. In

horvever. tlre rilierration o{'the people lL'onr tlte CPI(M) ovellorcls u,as

:;it-ving crolrlinLrorrsl.t'o\/ei llle vears. trLlbbling Lutderground; still, tlrat
ructirtrbeni:r'Irrctor had Iacked any ef'lective clrartrrel in ltarliarnerrtarl,
cs lrecause of tlre r:plrclsitiorr's notolietl,-.jrrvenile beliaviour', and lailure
ite Althorrglr the clu'r,elopnrents irr Nandigrarn arrd SirrgLrr plaved a
i roie irr llre lesc,rulrC.ing vei'dict agairrst the Left Front irr 2009. that
cI canr]ot bc attribrr(ed solel.",'Lo therl. oi'to olher recent det,elopnreltts
r estlarrged the MLrslint coinrnunitr,. Rathei. it r,r,as the result o1'the
nulated popLrlar u'rath r-rf years at last findirrg an effective chaltnel irr
'irrarrrool-Conqi-ess aI I iar rce.

; nteirtiirrrerl in ('itritt'tttk: ilisuc no. 2-l (.lantraly 200-5 ), ;teople [r1, nrelr:

Ith o('lltr-ir' ." ote-t)or,,,e r cii!!!tot e\/en get rid tll'a hatecl grtvernnrent and

:e il u ilil rrnriiliet rLrlitlg cl..5t go\i ertttttettt. 'l-he1'catttlot ott tlteir orvn
:1lrc corrdiliori lvilhirr lllr:i\slcut reqrrireC lor c!range of goverirnrerrt
qh iott's. 1lrill r'equired conctition is ther availabilitv oIari clpltositiorr
clr ullirirrcr: t:{- pirri,irir rvhich rlrav provide a parlianteutary r;i;litical
iiAii'e ic, iite t'rili;ir.l;ttr-t-r,.'l'ht,s eyett a gOtret'ptltet.tt Such aS that O1'

NaVeell Paittaik, n'hich has presidecj lor.t,ear.s oyer tlre ab;,sptai peglr.ct r)i
the rtr|al people ol orissa ancl has ln rccerrt \,t:ar-s rainecl rlorr n sc\ cr,.
t'e;rression orr thenr at Kalinsanagar. l)oSCO, Laniigar h, l(ash i;;t1.. a;ci rrrlrci
places. sailecl alottg sntoothl.r, n,ithotrl a thlcat becairse thc krcalL'trn,r:r.e ss i.
so disrepLttable arrd feeble. He has even beerr able 1o ilLlrnp his er-srrilrilc
allies the [].1P. (p6i1,i11g that the1, callrol tie rrp rvitrr lrrc (.)1-111911.1.5s a-uairr:l
hinr. Sirtrilarllr. it is the rveakening altd dir isiorr ol.llre u1t;rtrsitr:orr in Uihar.
cornbilled with the skillfLilclet'elopnrentol'caste cr-rrrstituerrcic:; hr the rrrlipt
'rD(U) trllcler Nitish l(tttnar. that exlrlains tlrr. r'estrlt ther.:, l-lrt1.'r'rharr arri
nliracle of 'gbocl goverltattce'. Irr 

-l'anrilNrclLr, 
arnong the llrc[or-s li,, r 1.,t,,,.,t

a role in the resttlts N'as tl.teltoloczrrrst irr Sli Larrl<a arrcl tlrc. slr-i-rrrr s.r, lrr,ir tlr_r
al'noll8 the -[alnil 

Naclu tnasses fbr'the rratiorral stlugelc Ilrcr.c. iirc r.rr Iirc
D1\4K. ddspite its alliarrce r'itlrthe colrgrcss. rras ahle ro i)r(),c(.r rr\crr-as a
lIierlcl ol'tlre Ll'l-lr. no1 only becarrse thii has [rer:rr ils Iong-slalrrlirli r)i)srLlr.e.
btrtalso becatrseof.lal,alalitha's l<norvrr errririr_r ri irir irrc i-i t t, ;,1,.,,r,srrisrri.r
Llris clanger..laYalalitlla, lolrg a sl\,orn opporr.:rrl ol'rr scpar.lrte lirrpil Irr-.lal,
(horllelarld), strclclettll'cleclarecl that "Orily a sepalate Llelarrr rvoLrlcl ;rr..r,ic1ea lasfing solLrtiorr to the'larnils in Sri [,arrli.a.... IIAIAD]\1(, is ()ltc[(](l \\e
rvillgettltenervgovertttnetrtfot'tnedu,ithorrr'sull[)oi'l tocsllr[lli:.lr thissc:,a-
rate Dclalrl." Nel'ertheless, th,is last-rrinrrlc sorrre rsiruI1 rr,orrlci lrrve c:ar.r.ied
Iittle creclibility w,ith the r,,oters.

I}'en as the negative i,otc: confilrued to operatc- rve shoultl talie rrole of
a corllplicatiltg fhctor':..a*tel1,, that the people tra,r, hesitate tcl ltu,ish a
governnrertt l'or their econonric haiclship iI trt cio sq the_\,have Ir vote fitr.
arl opposition rvhich ilsell'ltas a recent rccorcl olaggressive inrplcrpcltaliop
ol'relbrrns' in the sanre state. ljor exanrple. everr ft-,,.e r\1CAfS \\rr:; a slrr>r.tpe|iod lor people to lorget tlte recclrcl of tic.layalalitha arrcl Cllrarrclr.ababtr
NaidLr goveflurents irr hil<irrg tl.e pr.ice ol.pou,er to agrir:Lrltur.e. irr r:xclrrcrirrg
large sectiotls of the rltt'alPoor fiorn clreaf ratiorrs. ancl iri [l.rrtlr llr,rcl)r-cs\-
ing.tlle lrrotest agairrst strch rneasures. 13r- colltr.ilst. tt," g,.,r.,,l,,,iru,ts tltii.
replaced thenr i,,redialerv pro'icred fi-ee pou,cr. t. agriJLrrttri.o urrrr clr.,.lratio's' Such lvas the meagre contert artrrc s.-cailccJ ,s,.cr g.o\cr.r,r: -,.
b-t, the rLr [ing parties in these states.-l'he'ery 

flact that both .urirrq n1161 1,p|osirior,. Jrai.ties irr ',.,ri, -icrrr--c
ptorttised clreap'r'ice ancl 

'elief 
enrprol,iricr,t. irri,-r trrirr u larr,, -. iri,, or-

\/ote'sdecicledrvlro,rtosuPlro'tortrrisbasis,il;asta'r<.rpn,,.i,.,liircr.eal
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corlclitrorr o[-the brtxl ttlasses. In lact their corrclition is so clire tliat lhev find
it ditl'icult to pur.chase erroLrgh cer.eals to flll their.stornachs, let alone nreet
their other '-eqttit'etnetrts. T'he lact lhal. irr [hese alr.iect coriclitioris.,the.v rrriglrl
role lirr.()nc ()i.tltt,ollrer.canrlirhle in thc htritc of getlirrg (orr_nritinrritr! to
eet) r'ice. ot'a cotlltle ol-rnonths'rvorl< in a )r-ar'. r'ellects their-desperatiop.
not an\/ vilalit;,,ol-pirrliatrrentirry clernocracy,. :-:: i

I)r'ought oIc!rarisnratic natiorral tcadcrs pCr.sists for.the n+ling classes
As parr of'tlreir ellbrl tu mainlain ;teople,s faith in the,bankr:6pt parlia_

nrerrar-\ s)'slenl irr Irrdia's scrri-l'srrdal societ;. the rulingllorros iiru" ot-
rvavs projected oirc' or the otliel bourgeois political leacier:{s-a.charisriratic
and great natiorral leadc-r. to give A go\/el.nntent lect lry h
lroptrlar leo itiruacy (see Contrude, issue no. g). T'his taSk c
lieen'nrore slrenuor-rs: ;rarliaurerrtarl, politics is bringing t
rtrediocrities to thc fore, as a glance at tlre trvo largeit parties re,eals. It is
rviclel-r' l<n6rvn tlrat N'[armohan Sir-9rr enJoys ,o power of his or,r,r, a.c] has
beerr i,stallecl as;rrinre nrirrister preciserxbecaLrse he is weak, urirrposirg,
arttl cart lloscr no lltleat to the Carrdhi l.arni11,'s hold orr po\\,er: this rrrol.e or
less .trles o.t ar,\' elfort to builcl up a, aur-a of greai leadership aroLrnd
hi,r * ll.*'er er. the tlJI' is ,o better off trran trre co,gress. Srirr as trre
basis r'as Ibr rrral< ing ou1 Va.jp.-r,ce t, be a great leader, it i-s rrear-i,rpr-lssible

* 'I'ltc /irllou ing is lr reprcscrrliitir,c santplc:

Nl:tnntohntr: lhrtvc sliil IlirlrLrl Cantlhi has all thc qrralities a goocl IrN4 shoul4 lta'c. I
ccrtairrl-r a[ so'ru stagc rvoLrlcl lilie thc scat ol'porvcr.to be in the hancls ol-peoplc -vorrnger(lrarr I anr,'- - CNN-ILJN irrlcr-r,ierr. Ma_r. 2. 2009.

Sincc his inrlucLiorr into parlianrorrtar.r,politics in I Singh has rrerrer.tought
.t rlircc( clccliorr. hrrt lns lr'ni:rincrl :r llli.r;r Suhllt r pl hrl-lruste,l t. * irr cvcrr.t sirtc' Loli Sabhir sclrt. Inilccrl. tlte prcr. ious [.,ok S ti.ont clrallengirrg hint on
: poitrl ol ;tr-ir ilCSc bccuust ho \\as not a ntenrlrer

3i
to gererate charis,ra fi'o, trre persil.ality oIL.r(. Ad'ari.'r htrs cach .siri.
Irad less sLrccess in proiectirtgtlre leacersliip qualities olits 9s,rr prirre,rirr-
istelial candidate than irr poilfa1,j11g t|e oltltosite siclc..s catrclicjale as ..ri cuk.

Uflbrrs lrave been olr for. lhe past leru r,..ars to btrilcl the irna5:c ol. lialtLilcardhi as the savio,r olthe colrgr.ess, r-egar.c1lcs,, or- Iris shallcr.'r,csr irr,
tnaturity arrd ill-ease atttong the nrasses. ln particrrlrrr-. hc is rlcli6cr.arclr
p|o-jectetl as pr()vicling tlrc'rrrilrran thcc'It, rlrc. (irricr.rrricr{-s..,..r,,,ri.
policies' Tlre fartn loan rvt'ilc-offrvas nracle 6ut t,-r lre lis br-lLir*ir\c: tlr!,
extettsiolr of NIIEGA tlrroughout thc corrntrl, rvas sairi lrt lro car_r.it:t] oLi L ,,n
his strggestiott; atld his laboured meals in lhe hotrses ol'Dalits ancl orlrcr.utral poor are giverr lvicle lrublicit-v. Even t[e Copgress's clecisigrr to coll [L,sl
the elections in U.p. arrd Bihar o,., ii, or.,,., is lor,r,altribtrtecJ ltr {rrc suuirr_ ilrof1'oung l{ahul, obliteratingthe fhct thattrre (iongr-ess,,,,.as c9r1,L:riccl rLr r,rit alone solell' bsqsr.rse oI trre intran.sigerrce or its alics i,, ,r,.rr" 1,",.,.(Florv little faith the Congress leaclership actualll, had in Rahul.s alleectlcharisrra v'as ,rade crear rvhen he had to be elabor.alery proteci.o'i..1,,
being overshadowecl by his sister, a ntol.e natural campaigner..;

ln tltese electiorls, several others tried theil hancls at irro.iectirrr-l t6errr-
selves as charisttratic national leaders - Ntrrendra N4od i, .lay alu l itlra" S1,r..cl
Pa*'ar and l\4aya*,ati. AII faced setbacks. l-he drorrght of char.isrratic fi!_
ures continues for the ruling classes.

vot^e-3 disregarrt hypocriticar canrpaigns rc. forcig* rn'rries, rrucrcar rrcall'he co,ditiorr of the Irrcria, ..o,-nry, as sLrch r.v.as rrol ,racrc irtir a'lnlporlalll isstte in the elections; [{orvever'. trvo issLresJ'aisec clrrr.irrr-l i]rc e ler,-
tion carrpai-qn are lvot'th notirtg l'orthe lhct tlrat tire,r, totrche-cl 9ir.ipr1-:c.rr.t:rrl
arrti-inlpel'ialistdelllands, bLrt in aclisttrrted uurr Pir. 1. tlrr. [].1 I,,riiilc ir ir:i-
trtinLtte, lrall-heartecl attenrpt to project [he isstrc ol- illicit llorr, .,1 lril iirrrnlorriestoforeigrrtaxha'ers.rtpoirtecr tr,asltrcir rr, liicheslirrrrr:l.irr,:.Lrrr
of these flcr's at a staggerirrg $r37.-5 biuior fur'lrre per-i,cr :00r-06. or.co'l-se, tlre B.lP igrrorecr trre.fact trrtrt sucrr flou,s ar.e ar-r irrtegr.ar ,..,r,:, orim;lerialist exploitation, ancl thatorrly an arrti-inrperialist r.evolutic-,rr ca, sl.'.,1rthem: ratlrer. it pro.iected trienr as iiscnie .'actiorr'- b' trrc Incl iiin !()\ cr,n-tttent cotrld stop tlrese lrorvs a,cr reco\,or.trrc st,,s siasrred rr., .rrJ tto,,ever' tlte issue pro'ed a cranrp sqLrib aruorg crifferert crasses o(. rotcr.s.
Atnorg politicalll' knou,'redgeabre sections. the I].rp's rate as,akenirrs trr trris
issue was hardly corrvirrcing: trrcleecl. the lt.tp ,uu, i,i ;",;; i;;.;,,,'o',aurr_



0.1) o1'the \ clrr':s rro\ ci'c(i bi'thc-sttidl'. As l'ol'the [rroecl lnasses, lhey, ll11,y 11

clil-flcuit to re:latt: irt, sLtch questioirs. -l'he 
nrasscs c.ar acquil'e anli-irnperialisl

cottscic'rLtsttess irr tlrt: corttcrt oi arrcl irr the colrrse oi. their conct'ete strtrggles.
\\/illrout strcli a lirrk.:;Lrch rtrr issue, nithorrgli ob.iectiveiy arisilrg fi-ont the
irn;terialist sub.iugation ol'lltdja. lnerell, a[.][)eat's to theru to be one rnore
issLre trf 'colrulttion'. and tlrey qLrite rightll, yiet^,, ullthe parlianrentarJ par.
ties as c()r'rupt. \

l-lte sanre absetrce of a linli explains rvhy the ntasses paid no attention to
ilre CI)l(l\,1)'s clainr that it u'as tighting irnperialisrl by opposing the Indo-
[.]S ntrclear deal. 'I he lnasses had direct experience of the CPI(fil)'s policy
olsolicitin!,. lbreign irrvestment ancl pronrotilrg predatory conrprador devel-'
o1'rnent: tlris lact ca|r'it:d thI rrrore u,ei_9ht u,ith thertr tlrtrrr tlre CPI(M)'s
cleinr lo be llglrtin.u []S overlorclship in the splrere of foreign polic1,. Of
c()tu'se. thc ('PI(N4)'s Iealelectoralconsideration in higltliirhtingthe ntrolear
<ieal ii'as it.'; ltopr: ol'ri inning hack solrr: l\4uslirtr voles. [rui in this" too, tlrey
rr rre rl isll;proirrterl.

lur;llications of'contentiolr Ibr thc Dalit r,otc
A slrar;rc'rred ttrsslc' is on hetrr eerr difl'erent parties. parlicularly the Con-

gress ancl lilc []Sl). iol tlre Dalit rote in north India. tlSP rLrle in U.p., espe-
ciall-i' in tirr I:rlest stint '"r'hcn the llSP has err.joyecl a nra.jolity olr its ou,n, has
provrcleci crrotrlh c.rIer ierrr:c itrr the Dalits to lorrn a.judger]lsnt about tltat
partl'. [',rltlo.itaii()lr irnci social opl)ression o1'the L)alils (exenr;:lifiecl by a
string rll'cirslc iiti'ociLicrs) cr.rrrtirrue Lrrrabated. At the sanre tirne, the BSp's
soaring pirr'[iarnerr',ar.r,anrbitions hal'e conrpelled it in the recent past to shift
its fi-ictrs awa)'fi'oir) Dalits, pro.iectthe denrand for reservation for.the up-
per castcs. arrcl seeli. thc rrotes of othet' contrnunities byr 5i;, 11u,- casteist
rlreans. lrr tact. it has everr relegated Dalits to a minoritl,anrong its parlia-
nrentArv clurcli,cates. along the lines of othc.r parties.* All this has r.endered
the BSI) r,rr lnera[rle to the Congress atiack on the BSP's original ancl essen-
tial Daiit base.

Irt the rvake cl-tlie lc-cerrt clectit'lns, therefore, [r4ayar.r,ati has nroved to

1' of the BSP's 8c canclidates. 2c) rvere fi'onr uplrer castes - 20 Brahm ins, six 'lhakurs,

twobaniasandoncPunjabi l(hatri. l\4uslinrsr.verealloltecl l4constituencies,Other
Backrvard('lirsscs20. Dalitsu,ereonlyfleldecj in lTreservedconstituencies.

shore up the BSP's Dalit flanl<. Shc'lras pLrblicl-t'cielttoted lict'tt1-';tct'crt.l.
second-iu-cournrattrl, S.C. l\4ishra,.irrchitect ol'1lte ''sltt'r.'airrtt sltitrt i":,lr'.rl-
egli of 'r.vctoing ulrper-cas1e votes rvhiclr rt'ott ller sticcesri i11 ille l()()"-lts-
sentt'rl-\,electiorrs. On l\,{ar,26, slrc, Jrassecl old!'r's tlul hcncu-iirr''.ii ltrlr lr,'11.a'

clfllcers-theDirectorCeneralolPt-rlice.Sulrerirtie-'tidcnto['[)olice ancl :S['
of the area - u,orilcl visit the site olatrocilies on Dalits on thc clzrv ol'tirc
incident itself; tlre DCP rvoLrld report to lter olt tlte sattte cla-r'.'l'lrc rrtcrlirt

rvould be informed itnlnediatell,olthe actiotl talierr. lrLtt'tltcr'- lill llcrlcl irlr
cases related to land deeds (pattas) ol'Dalits r.voulcl be clisposecl oIbr .lLrlr

15, and actiou rvould be talien agairrstolflcials i1'c-ases rvere [<ept ;rt:rtclirrr:.
The departure of a lalge section ol'Dalits from the Cotrgless vole LrartL

in the 1990s rras arr irnptrr'larrt elernent irr fhe decline ol'that llart-\'. lI als()

ob.jectively incl iurtccl a stilring arrong this rnost expioited, o1r;rressed artrl

potentially revolutionary section.'The currenl ttrssle forthc' l)alit vote u ill
onlv heiglrterr the rregatir/e exposure oFthe parliarlelrtar--v [)artic:r i]nrong tlre

Dalits. It u,ill thus provicle a lLrrther opening, (or the rc\'oiLr(ion.r'-1' Iirrces.

e\,/en as the,v errerge as the true chlrnrpions ol'the strtiguie agairrsl strcial

olrplession and in jLrstice: to explain h,:lu'oasle-based lrolrlics lelirls llr.- srr-

cially oppressed sections to.a dead-end. lt rvclLr id nrlri.ri: the [)aii1s rrorr!

leceptive to revolutionary politics. (

Slidc of the Il,.lP
\\ihile tlre ruling classes \\,ere salisrccr rvith tho intprov'cci 1iL:r'lirt'nrane t'

oltheCongress,atrdu,iththsltoorperlornrarrccol'tl,o"Iliirrl 'rrir-l 'l Lrrrtlr'

lionts, the poof perfolmance of tire B.lP creatcl; a 1;r'oiric;r-' [i.rr llre rrr. lr:,r.

tire rtrlirrg ciasses floadly woLrld like to sec thc errtergence ctl-'a clL ftrt'tn
tr'r,o-part)/system,rvithtrroidenticalall-lndirpaI1ies"eitircrof,slriclr riotrl,.l

be capable of rLrling on its o\\,n. This rvould ensLu'e staLriiit; ol'gt'ri clnin.'nt.
aud abso lule con tirruity of policies, even u,h ile reta in ing thc satet_r: r a Ir e o l-

allorving people to rerxove the partv in porver and replacirrg it rvith an 'al-

terrrative'. However, the BJP's decline in the Iatest elections fittlher'un(lr'r-
nrines the second pole of such a systenl (in fact. tlie results uc-r'e less

rfiarked by the rise ol'the Congress than by the decline o1'the R.lP) fhe
absence of a clear secorrd pole rvoLrlcl leacl to uncertainlr irhen tlre ( on-

r.lr'L'ss [aces PollulaI disconteDl orrcc agairr.
-l'he Il.[F's sucldetr declirte, ai]ter its precipritor-Ls rise ir iirc eti h 1990s
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arid its captrl'e ol-po\ver by'the encl of that clecarje, is an expression of the
s.arre crisis ,f ruli,g class politics as the lorrg-terrn clecline ofthe congress:
tlre contradictorl, ptrlrs oIrrreeting trre ircreasirgry aggressi*e denrands or
its social base lthe rulirr.e class sectic'rrs it actuaily r"iu.s) arrd pleasing its
support base (its section of 

'oters). 
I-lavirrg founcl by the rnid- l99os tnat its

Hirrdut'a chaLrr'irist support base ryas ton nurroru to bring it to por,ver. the
I3JP accepteci ea'lic-r rlrarr did the corrgress the neecl to build alliances rvith
all a,d sundr'v irr this c'ra of fracturecl ruring crass politics; this is r.vhat herpecl
it fi'ally ascerrd t. ths 6hr.^.. Ilut trre B.rp soon feil from po\\,er in trre 2004
electiorrs urrder the *,eight of its orvn anti-people 

""ononii. 
policies. At the

sarne tirrre. its anti-minorily carnpaigns ancl pogroms had created difficulties
for its alliance pa,1rers. (Er,err its co,tirruins ally i, Bihar, Nitish I(unrar,
tries to cJistarrcc'hinrself fr-orn it.s Hinclutva co,n,,r..,,ral stance.) The abserrce
ola B.l P leacler rvho can rlose as a broacrer natio,ar reacrer, and thr-rs pro'ide
sotre co\/er lb'tlre otlrer piu'ties in 1he Nf),A (as vajpayee could), is .sharply
l'elt b1, the pafiies in thc NDA.
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fornts of predatory'developntetrt'pro.iects, since it is itsell'pt'orltr-ri.iit'':,;Ltcll

projects with gusto. As for cosiretic lvelfare llleastlles. the Congt'css [tas

consiclerably outclone tlre previt'lus NDA goverrttrteltt in this respect. lear-

irrg the [l.lP with little to say.

There are sharp divisions within the BjP on how l.o o\i el'collle its present

crisis, rvith powerfirl intbrests pressing forathorouglt re-tnake. Irr this sitLr-

atiorr, the parbr ls^d.,'rhip is unable to exercise any disciplirte olt its u'art'iltg

factions. 'the B.lP's once carefully c11l1i1'3196 image of a 'cleatl' arrcl disc[-

plined pafty was shattered cotnpreltensively clulilrg the NDA's stirtt itl ol:
fice at tlre Centre, and ltow the tussles betrveelt vat'iotts col'rulltittg
eomprador ittterests are accelerating the degeneration of the BiP. T'lrtls its

Ieader l-.1(. Advaui recently.was forcecl to warn party MPs that .'tlre-r

SlrOUId stay alvay fi'ont corpOt'ate wars and ttot becotrre tttl'uvittirlg ll.l\\ Il5

ancl lObbyists lbr'busineSs houses." T'hc BJP cleprrty leader in tlrc Lok Sah[a.

Ms Suslrnl4$#araj, warned the MPs rtotto agl'ee to ask qLtestiorrs al thc

instanceEl'one corporate house ol tJre other. (Ilze IIinthr,.ltlll' E. 2001))

Congress preptring for a much more rutirtrcs.s omslatlght
No doubt the Congress has for the rnentettt tt'trlt.ta,qed, in part thrtlugh its

ou,n conscioLls tnoves and in part through tlte cleteriorating coltditioh ol'it"s

opponents, to avoid ihe fate of the NDA irr the 2004 electiotrs. Ilog er er'- it

did not essenlially draw. lessons from the NDA's 2004 del'ea(. ltather'. tlre'

UPA government outdid the NDA governntent ill the uttashanlecl, t'Lrthless

and single-rrrinded pursuit ol'the conrprador urodel ol'econouric grt-rrvth

under imperialismls banrrer ofglobalisatiorr- liberalisatiotr-pr-ivatisation. in ttttct

disr:egard of the capacity of the productive ntasses ol' Irrdiart pc'ople firr'

bearing its burden. In tune rvith this, in the face of prevalent ecottt'rttlic

deprivation ancl social dislocatitrrt of larye nrasses of the Indiarr peoplcr. tllc'
Congress came out rvith a triturrphalist siglratut'e-ttttre fot' its electiolr cirttt-

paigu, "Jai FIo!". ecltoing the "lndia.shirring" slogalt of thc t'\l),A's l0(l'l
election canrpaign.

Still. it shorved better se nse than its predecessor o1'tlre neecl to ttriligate

the anti-irtcr"tmbencl, factor. and ttndettOok soltte tokett ttrcasrilr'i l(: illsl
errd. Taking rrote of the explosive potential of rrrral d iscott tent at t ci stt l) ci i l g.

it initiattid some rural rvelf'are progratittres (NREG,\. Bhari':t N it-trr:rrr. ti'rlrt

rvritc-olflittsuchafashion tlrattheypealiedintlteruu-'.rpluille rl.'t;r'rt-
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;\notlrcr.srrilrli(i1il1 slcI olthi:; kirrd u,or1h rnenlionin-{ rvas tire passaue oIthe
Schedulecj I'r'iLrcs,,\ct (osrclrsibr,\ r'ecognisirr-e trre tr.ibals'right lo for.eii ralr6.y.

llcrr'tercr. Illc'l'casolr litrtlrisreltrctarrtallciu,ancefo,-so,rre 
PoltLrlistlnea-su|es \\as iirc llaI ol'a rniliiarrt resl]onse ll.orr the nrasses to lhe nt,itr

thlrrst ol'its ccononric polici - pr.edatory litrer.alisatiou. pr.ir atisalion. arrd
globir lisatio. b'rrakiir,r.trt that acleqLratc .safel.v,,ets.are i, place, ard
that the polic-r'iras a'hrrrrarr fucc-'. I\4or.eover, as carr be s"e,r l. o,rra glarrce
attheactrr.lallocariorsrrraclc,thispopulisrnisskirr-cleep..[.herrostrvicle-11.
tr.rtrpeted scherre. thc NltEGA. ttr *'hich liberal conurentator.s attr.ibute
the victor-v ol'the corrgress. i.r,olves expe.ditul.es ol a rittle over harf a
pe|ce11(a.qe poirrt of CDP. lt u.'ill rnake little rraterial clilfererrce to tlre lives
oltlte Pco;1lc-- lllotr::lt it tttar sLrerrgtlrerr sorrrervlrat the nranipulative capac-
it_r, tlltlro rrrlinq classes irr the slrclrt run.

Sibal. llven as its Scheduled'[ribes Act tallir; ol'r'ccognisirrg trilrals- r iclrt tir
lbrest land, arrd tlte NRECA tallis of a right to enrplovnrent. llrc rcr I tlrlLr:t
of policl is to accelerate tlre l)rocess ol accutttrtlirliott bt' cl ispo-... ,-. 1,,11.

therehl' turtlrer corrtracliltg protlrrctii,e crrnplovnrcttt. ['his real t]rrrrsl u as

nracle evident l,hen the uerv lninisler lirl envit'ontttcnt artd fircsls. Ilr ir,tnr

Ramesh. airnoLrrrced, rvitlrin a lerr, da1,s ol'his assrrrnin-rl i>l-[ rcc ilrirt tlre
errvironrnental clearance 1'or'developnrerrl'Projccls rrceciccl io lrr:',i,ccdt'ci
tup. and that his ministry rvould also'1ast-tracl'' clelrrance lbr coal nrinins
pro-jects orr 'degradeel forest land' (arr unclel'ined tq.r'ru). 1 iris irr the lhce rrl-

thc estahlished f acl. that. iri the Iast [eu'; euls. plo.ffie ts har c hce rr li:ccir ir!'
environntental clearance at an altogetlrer rrrrl,rcEetlt'rrlctl lllr:. rirrcl lor.cst

Iand has beerr talien over for sLrch pro.jects at ntrrlliples of the e arliel speecl.

If even so Ranresh js talking of 'fast-tracking' tlre plocess oIgrantirrg pcr-
ruission, the actual displacernent of tribals aud other rural clrr,cllei's. and

cleslrrrction oftheir livelihoods, u,illalso accelerate g.really.'l-he revolLrtion-
ar'y 1;ta"t rntrst lrrelrare the nrasses to \\,age deler-nrinecl. lonc,-clra\\,n-ouI
struggles in clefence of their land, natrrral resources. ancl liveliiroocls.

A liel,elenrelrt in the the [JPA's progranule tor revivnl ol-thc conrprraclor'

econonry in the corning period is to be the doling out oIgiarrt sr.ibsicl ies rncl

oLrtriglrt gifts in the lorrn of privatisations arrcl tax concessions. 
-['hese 

tr-ans-

I'ers to tlre big conrprad.or flrnrs have trlreadv clrairred tlre L'easrrr,i' lrear il-r.
coltstricting the scope firr ex;;ansrolr ol-u,elfarc' ntcistri'es in lirr: e,rrrrrng

da,r,s. Moreovcr', r'e\/euues lvill have to be raisecl insl-eacl llonr o(lrr:r'1-;()rr.cs.

suclr as increased prices olpetroleLrn-l l)rocluc'rs At the sarue tirle. llrc [ [',\
ri,ill continLre to assess the mood and reactiorr o1'1he poc,plc in tlrc corri'.;e rr j'tlrc
'refbnns'.displayingtactaltdntanoeuvrin-qirrthciractrral irrplenrcrrllrtrorr,

The Con-lress's letLtqql to pou,er-rlas largcl-1'as []S irrrpcrilriisrr \\otilcl
have u,ished. 1'lre Congress had slrou n its rvillingrrcss to stake rls r crr
govenuxent on the Inclo-tJS nucleal deal; antl b1'Lrringing abotrt llrc cleril's
passage throLrglr Pallirrt,rrelrt it clernorrstratccl its el'lecliverress a:i a scr'\ irrt
of [JS inrperialisrrl. In lurtr [,lS irlperialisrr used its irrl'luencc L(, as:i\t ti]c
Congt'esstotheextentitcould,tbrexanrple b-1'puttirrrpressuteonPalii:tnrr
to talie sorn"e visible steps regardirrg those irrvolvecl irt the N4urrrbai.iehacl i

stricide-altaeliof:tl-ovenrber'2008. ThLrs the Congress could flaurrr this. il
its election rallies. as proofthat it had fblced Pal,istan to acJrrit Lhat the

.jehadis carne lronr Paliistan; rvhereas, in lact, it u'as the Lt S tlrat lblceci
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I'aliistan lo ttlitkc llris acllliission.'F

Iair-s o['Nepal in orcler ttl lcrpple tllc.uot,erlttuetrt headecl b1'the TJCPN

(i\,laoist). arrcl r.eltluce it u,itlr a lnililar),-baclied reactiotrallr ls*1,1.1..

-['hc 
traurrcr trtrrlerwhich the lrrclian rulers link their reactiorlatl' dotlestic

politics u,ith thcil'.f trnior partnership u,ith US inrperialisltt is the "figltt a-qailtst

r.errurirnr". In tltc |ecent clectioll catnpai-url, the Cottgress skillfully appro-

rrr inistct. said iital ihc "tltreat !evel" rvas "pretty high")'

,,\ spccilrl. irrsiclioLrs irrisl tc'r this p|opagatrda lr,as giVerr by the PIilrlc

rtrilistcl rlltctt lte,-cl)eai((l Ir lilll<ecl "1ert'orislll" rvit| "Naxalisrlt" (or
..Maoisr,' ). lritcl 11rpi,d tlicse lis thc ruain threats ttt tlte coLtrttr)'s "sL'cttril-v

ti,rl ilricgriir '. lrantpeling "rlevelolltttellt": "-l-lle lu,il.t llletlaces tleed to be

clealt u itlr a iiittt ltlirlcl. lillcl \\'c' itrc ctlrrlrllittecl tci it." -flte 
COnSlress' he

al-fl11ccl- rrrr:,; tlic 9n1,., ltat'tl cornpetent to ltaltcl lc.'.ltese llroLrlettls. IIortte

rrrinistcr Chiclarubirrant repcatecl ly' asserted that it \\'as a "llaive tlrc'ory"'

thai "ltolice ltctiort ancl dcvelopnlertt catt gt-l ltatlcl irl lrancl irl Naxal-alfected

afeas.... Dlrvcloputenl. is irtrportatrt but cleveloplllelrt catt tal<e place only

lvhen police actiorr ltas sectrred the area." (Tintcs of India, A;tril 18. 2009)

lle reiteratccl this aftet'tlre eleciiorl in the Lok Sabha: the governrnellt \\'as

"acloptring a Lrvir-1;iorr-{ecl s.trateg) : clear arlcl hold tlle areas occtrpied by' the

naralites, artrl carr;, oLrt ,clei,cloprtletlt r,r'orks later'." (The l{indu..ltrl1' 3.

2009) \\rhat thi:; si!.nifics is tlrat prepat'atiotts al'e rlllderwa)'fo,'o,*'.h

* OIcourse. the- direction cilUS policy,u'ould be detertlirred bl'its ori'n itlterests'

not those of tlre lrrrJiiLtt rulers; atltottg the cotlsideratiorls it rvoLrld keep in nrind is

the ner'cl t,.-r iirroicl fur-ther urrclerrrining. to tlle exterlt;tossi[rle. the h'agile political

creclibi I itr o1-il re ['ak istiitl i rtrIcrs

lalgeralnred lrssatrlt rrn the revolrtliotrar\r lloverttotll ttoi r.ittl','lllrlltr]lt ttr-rt.c

arrd better recrLr itnrents, equiprreirt and tr'aiitittp,.. btrl aJso ir iiri: poiiticai
sphere.'ftrtltisencl. lherrrlingclassesrreerl toitrcioctt'irrrlcltuir)i,:r,l)iiri()nL\)
vier'v the revolutionarl,nrovenrelt as an alalrttirlg nr.'rtace it-. tlrr: Ptrblic's
ou'n securitl, and lvel I-being, u,hich therelcrre needs to bc- sla,rrrperl ()ut l'r.rtl'r-

lessly irrespective ol'thc' huuran cilsts. []1' explicitli' je11i';r-,ning c', clr llrc
tusual nrling-class inantra that 1he social rools o{- thc l{axalile ntot,cntcnt
tlttst also be addressecl in order to rvin over llte cl isal'lectecl social scctions.
the UPA go\/enrrlent is displaying its tlue reactionary colcluls.

'l'he inrplication ofthis cievelcipnrent is that, alclrrg ivitlr thr: stru-qgle arrcl

exposure regarding the rulers' paltry poprrlisl nleasrlr'es. the ilrrti-rcprc'ssion
struggle, ancl tlre positive plbjection olthe dernocratic ancl .jlrst charactel oI
tlte revolLrtional)/ ntoventent. is goirrg to [re an inrltortalrl tlsli irr tire r:onrinlr

days.

lb reiterate: E,lecliorrs are a rleans fbr the t'uling classc's to olrtairr the

statitp ol popular lggitimacy lbr their trulocrolic'ancl anti-peoplc lrrle. as

rvell as a ll,'ocess b), rvhich different l'actiorrs ol'the ruling crlasscs (lctcr-

nr ine their respective shares irr the ongoing and srrtrseq uent lool o i'llrt: ri olli in sl

people. ln the present conditions olthe revolLrlir.lnirt'1'nroi,cntcrrl uncl cr,rt-

solidation of proletarian political forces, neilhe:r caliing upor pr:lrirli: Ir.r Iro_r

cott nor exhorting thenr to vote is the corr.c'ct tactic. Ilatlre r. ( li . nrlc(l t,-
expose the uselesslress and anti-people characLer ol'llic parliairrcrrlirr.r irr-

stitutions; project the elertreul.s of real derrrocrac_f in the altelrral.ir c: arrLI

tclvartce(arrd;llo-ject)tltebtrildirrgol'tlrellcople's(lcnr()clilt;('{)r'.r.r;liri-irrirrit.

- lor asse(ing their interests and rvill. arrcl [.;r' resisting tlte irriroscll rr ill 'r]
the rtrling classes - as the errrtrr_yonic forrr. ol'real clernocrac\': ,rr) nrtrkitt.,-1

lhe tttasscs awore lhot lhe pot'ar to sel up rcul dctnocr"ot't,irilt,'t'r't 't

I lte rttse l.t,e,s.

While there is a special significance tc the election-periocl political carr-
paign, the exposrlre of the parlianlelrtar)' irrstitLrtions and other State in:titLr-
tiotts, and the assertion of revolutionary dernocracy'. shoLrld rrot lrc r.estt icrL.'tl

to the dlectiort period, bu1 shoLr Ici Lte tut in/cgr^al ltorl o,f'/ltt' tltn-lt)-tirt),
cr c I it, i l 1t o/ I h e ret, o lt t I i on or'1t .forc. e s'.

.lulr.'25,2009.


