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Jndetvelli (Adilabad district) turned into another Jalllanwala-
bagh on Aprial 20. The A. P. Police opened fire on Innocent
Girijans (Tribals) coming for the District Conference of the
Girijan Rytu Cooll Sangham and killed more than 60 qn the spot
and injured about 160. Even after 2 weeks of the ghastly mas-
sacre, the'e is no confirmed figure of the death toll. Govern-
ment figures are : 13 dead and 6 Injured. But reporters of
bourgeois press visited the area within two days and reported
that about one hundred are killed and more than five hundred In-
jured.The FactFindingCom mittee appointed by theA.P.CivilLibe-
rties Committee headed by Dr. Rajagopalan, Ex-Superintendent,
Gandhl Hospital, Secunderabad visited the area on 26th and
27th, says the death toll is definitely more than 60 and injured
about 160. Both these agencies expressed inability to collect
statistics, at the moment, since the atmosphere is sucharged
with panic and excitement and far interior villages in the In-
accesable forest have to be contacted to collect dependable
information. Some unidentified sources, very close to police
circles put the death toll at 175. For instance, after seven days
of the massacre, on April 27, nlne dead bodies are brought in a
police van to Ichoda police station, in a decomposed state, and
were burnt there. When the Girijans of the adjacent village
gathered at the Police station to see the bodies police, made a
severe lathl charge to disperse them. This is an irrefutable
evidance wnich prove the government’s figures as bogus. Digg-
ing out truth becomes much more difficult since the District
authorities hurriedly burnt away the dead bodies (according to
Tribal’s custom dead bodies should be burried) and post-mor-
temreports also are not available. Undoubtedly this is a wonton
massacre executed according to premeditated plan by the but-
cher Congress (1) government of Andhra Pradesh. Thissreminds
us of the notorious killing of Komurum Bheem,{the Girljan rebel’
and about twenty of his Gondu followers in-the-same-district at
Babajhari, by Nizam of Hyderabad, forty, years'®ago. In’;1940
N\ zam’s officials: invited the Gonds for talks over granting
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pattas for forest lands. The officlals went fully prepared to
kill as many as possible and they took doctors and medical
staff also along with them. The innocent tribals received bul-
lets instead of pattas. Administration announced that only 10
dned but definitely more were killed. The present Indervelli
massacre is still more ghastly and crude. :

" ¥ha Glrl]an Rytu Cooli Sangham (Trlhal Paasant and Agrh-
cultural Labour Unlon)arranged its First Conference of Adilabad
District at Indervelli on April 20. Palice permission was app-
lied fcr well in advance. Butthe palice authorities decided
only late on 19th to refuse permission. on the ground that ane.
othar orgamsatlon called the ‘/\on-tribal’'s Right's Protoctlon
Assaclatlon also wanted to hold a Conference on the same day:
at the same place and so it is likely to create some.disturbances.
Later on, the District President of Congross (1) Party, which is
sald to have organised the socalled non-Tribal Orgenisation.
catqgoneally stated that there was no praposal to hold any such.
meeting there on that day. It was proved beyond doubt that
this is only an excuse invented by the Police to disrupt the
Confernce, provoke the tribal peasants and terrerise them by
parpetrating mass Killings. Even the State Tribal \Welfare Mini-
ster, later, commented shat the police firing is unwarranted and
could have been avoided. The Chief Secretary of A.P. Govern-
ment remarked to a deputation of University students that the
incldent is unfortunate and could have been avoided. Leaders of
sevoral political partles including the C. P. I. observed that the
Conference could have been allowed to go on and certainly thera
would have been no trouble at all. Even the people of Indervelli
village confirm this view saying that there have been always
Igrge gatherings of Gonds in that village every week but there
was not even a single occasion in the past when the Girijens
acted in any way injurious to the interests of non-Girijans. They
have no doubt the police behaved vindictively and perpetrated
the massacre wantonly. Now, people openly discuss In Inde-
rvelli -and Adilabad that a big merchant and usrer of Indervell
who usuallv buy all forest produce and exploit the girijans most
Ir‘nhu;n_gnly, _has paid a bribe of about 2} lakhs to t-e police




and Dibbagudem Rajeswara Rao a govetnment agent to create
some trouble end kill as many girijen peasents as possible . so
that their organlsation can be nipped in the bud. {t.goes with-
out saying thet the ministers will have their cut in these bshind.
the secan payments.

Pollce began Implimenting their conspiracy swinging into
action even three days ahead of the Conference. On 17th itself
the police arrested scores of students in Adilabad town, while:
pasting posters of the Tribal peasant conference. On 18th,.
when a Girfjan peasant comrade Katl went to the police station:
%6 ehquire about permission for the meeting, he was arrested. .
Again on 18th police c¢onducted mid-night raids on several
ouses and arrested many students in Adilabad town. So far,
even after 20 days the tribal-poasant leader Com. Katl Is not
released or produced in Court. Still. he is being tortured In
police-lock ups. Frem 19th onwards, Indervelli was enclicled
By police from aill. sldes, and nobody was allowed to reach
Indervelli. Two research scholars of Kakatiya University,
Warangel who specialise in tribal studies were dragged out of a
bus proseeding to Indervelli, taken to the police camp, undres-
sed ond haraseed In the name of interrogation. One of them was
aven beaten. Later, they were let of and asked to -go back to
Warangal, Similarly a prominent lawayer of Peddapalli, Karim-
rnagar District and a scholar of archeology was also detained
on his way to Indervelli and harassed. These persons detained
in polico camp were expressly told by police officers on the
morning of 2uth that there is going to be a blood-bath in Inder-
velli that evening.

By 19th buildings of the Primary School and Panchayat
Office at Indervelli were turned into ‘’military head-quarters’’,
snd revenue and police officers including the District Collector
and the Superintendent of Police camped there to direct the
*‘operation massacre girijans’’ the next day. Prohibitory orders
were clamped on Indervelli. It is;in this policeca the demp-
tained students, research scholars and lawyer could understand
the inside story as it was happening. All throughout the day
on 20th, armed po'ice platoons were chasing the girijans away
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from the approaches of Indervelll as they came towards the
village for the Conference. Like that, about one kilometre out-
side Indervelli In all directions the police - were making lathi-
charge on tribals thrcugout the day for atleast 30 to 40 times.
The tribals thus chased into surrounding villages and the forest,
Ignorant of prohibitory orders, regrouped and by about 4 P. M.
in the evening, a rally of about 10 thousand tribals gathered in

\

'~ the out-skirts of Indervelll. The armed police perched on trees .

outside the viilage suddenly opened fire on the rally from all
sides. The Fact Finding Committee, found out that an open
jesp fully ladden with armed police ploughed Into the mob
and flred on them'in all directions atatime. Eye  wit-
nesses said that police haunted the tribals running Into the
forest and fired at them from behind. The team of peoples’
Doctors who toured the affected villages and treated the woun-
ded, concretely spoke with authoritative medical knowledge

that all the wounds they treated are living evidence to show that.

they were fired upon from behind.

All the dead bodles were removed to the District head-
quarters Immediately and burnt even without inquest. This
hurried disposal, that too burning away disregarding the tribal
rellgious custom of burrial, is ain ed at making impossible any
genuine count of deaths and destroying all evidence and also at
throwing an afront to tribal’s sentiments. Now, the authorities
come up with the lame excuse that none of relatives of the
deceased came forward to claim or identify the deed bodies.

But this is a white lie. Relatives of some of the deceased who.

spoke to the visiting team of reporters said they went to Incer-
velli on the night of 20th to collect the bodies but they were
already disposed off snd there was non to hear their wails.

The Fact Finding Committee also proved that the tribals
were not armed as the police allege. On April 20, the tribals
wanted to attend the meeting, buy provisions in the weeky fair
and offer prayers at the reputed temple of Indrayi-their goddess.
So, clearly they have no plan for any violence nor they were
armed. Also the claim of the State Hcme Minister, that had
the meething been al'lowed the tribals would have looted the



v

properties of non-tribals In Indervelli and would have killed
many of them, is also proved wrong and fictous. Villagers of
Indervelli clearly told the Fact Finding Committee that the mee-
ting would have been very peaceful and colourful and the Giri-
jans will never do any harm to them. They were puzzied why
the-police did not allow the qaeeting and why .they perpetrated

these mass killings.

Not only the people of Indervelli, but the entire country
is shocked and puzzled at these savage killings. Condemna-
tions and demands for dismissal of Andhra Pradesh Government
and an high level judiclal probe poured in from all over the

country.

On April 22, business In Lok Sabha was stalled for more -
than 2 hours, as the Deputy Speker did not conceed an immedi-
ate discussion on this gruesome firing despite a Dharna and
squatting by nine members before the speaker‘s chair. Even
some opposition M,Ps. had to go that far to glve notice for the
removal of the Dy. Speaker. Despita all this, when the discus-
~ sion was taken up four days latter, the rulling benches employed

the tactic of absenting themselves in large numbers and leaving
the House short of quorum. This shows how shakey the Congress-
(1) Party and the government have become on this issue. Later,
three members of Pariiament and Rajya Sabha visited Indervelli
on May 6th and collected facts on the spot and on the basis of
this the opposition again raised this matter during the debate of
the no-confidence motion sponsered by George Fernandez and
condemned the government severly. Similarly the A.P. Assembly
witnessed a walk-out by the entire opposition condemning the
adamant refusal of the government to hold a high level judicial
enquiry into these in-human Kkillings and their back ground. The
Chief Minister puts forth the shameless and idiotic plea that the
morale of the police will be dampened by a judicial enquiry.
Thus he tacitly admited the crime but brazenly took shelter under
his parties brute majority. Even then, the government had to face
scathing criticism from its own party members also on this
issue. The Legislative Council was also equally disturbed and
the M.L.Cs, made a persistant demand to appoint a House-
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- Committee to investigate the massacre. The Government turned
it down as usual.

: Informed sections of public opinion in Andhra Pradeeh as
-well as the whole country also reacted sharply and condemned
the cruel police and their feudal landiord bosses; and expres-
sed soliderity to the Girijan’'s just struggle. All political parties
from B.J.P. to the difrerent groups of C.P.l.(M.L.) condemned
this savage repression on girijans demanding immediate dismis-
'sal of Anjaiah government, judical enquiry by a Supreme Court
Judge and payment of compensation to the wounded and family
pension to the families of the deceased. The Andhra Pradesh
Civil Liberties Committee, Hyderabad and the Peoples Union
for Democratic Rights, New Delhi immediately instituted two
Fact Finding Committees to visit indervelii and bring out facts.
-The first visited Indervelll on April 26th & 27th under the
Jeadership of Dr. Rajagopalen and on ite return held a public
meeting at Hyderabad on May 7th. It demeanded dismiseal of
Anjaiah governmemt. The second Committee appointed by
£.U.D.R. headed by Proof. Manoranjan Mohanti of Dethi Univer-
sity visited Indervelli on May 2nd & 3rd and relased its report
st Deldi on May 10th. It demanded a judicial probe by a
Supreme Court Judge. The Warangal District Branch of the
A.P. Civil Liberties Committee held a public meeting at Waranget
on April 30th and in this meeting the research scholars and
students detained and harassed by police on April 20 at Inder-
velli, personally explained to the fhousands who gathered, how
they waere treated by the Police and what they learned inside
police camp about Indervelli killing operations. This meeting
submitted a memorandum to the Collector, to be forwarded to
Governor, demanding dismissal of Anjaiah ministry and a high
lavel judicial enquiry. Immediately on hearing the news, the
Students of Osmania University Colleges boycotted classes and
met the Chief Secretary to the A.P. Government to demand a
judicial enquiry. AIll the towns in Adilabad and Karimnagar
districts observed a total bandh on April 24/26th to protest
against the brutalities. Public meetings were conducted at
Vijayawada, Chirala, Madanepalli and meny other towns in
Aadhra to condemn this fascist repression. In Hyderabad, the



Youth wing of Janata Party demonstrated before Chief -Minister’'s
house to condemn police firing. In that connection 13 youths
were arrested and released. On May 10th, a public meeting
was held in Secunderabad under the auspecies of the Comimittee
for Democratic Rights under the Presidentship of Sri G. M.
Anjayya where leaders from various political parties spoke,
severely condemning this massacre. - :

Com. P. Varavara Rao, Editior-Srjana, a telugu monthly
~of revolutionary literature, published from Warangal, along with
many intellectuals from several parts of the country conveened
a Committee to collect ‘Girijan Welfare Fund’ to help the
rehabilitation of Indervelli victims. On the day the .Fund was
announced at Waranjal on May 2, on the spost collections
amounted to more than fifteen hundred rupees. The A P.
.Radical Youth League and A.P. Radical Students Union have
decided to collect donations to this FUND during their ‘Go to
village campaign’ this May .... June.

A team of 17 medical doctors from the Osmania, Gandhi
(Hyd.) (Sec’bad) and Kakatiya (Warangal) hospitals and Medical
colleges visited this area under the auspecies of People’s
- Doctors Association and provided medical aid to wounded
girijans in interior forest villages. On return, the doctors -told
the Press that the girijans have since become very apprehensive
of the government and they hate very much and despise the
. police and government. During the stay of the doctors, giri-
jans in one village celebrated May Day and pledged to continue
their struggle for land and stand solidly by their girijans. Rytu
Cooli Sangham what may come.

Protest meetings and rallies are being held at several
places in the State. Students in Delhi also heid protest
demonstrations on May 9th and demanded a high-level judicial
enquiry into Indervelli police firing. But both the State and
Central governments are idiotically obstinate and do not like
to heed public opinion easily.

2)
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The Chief Minister and the Home-minister of Andtwe
Pradesh pursue a ridiculous theory that the C.P.l, (M.L.)
(Peoples’ War) has incited the Gonds (the major tribe in Adila-
bad Dtstrict) against non-tribals encouraging them to occupy
their lands and harvest their crops forceably and incited thsm
against the Government encouraging them to indulge in violence
sgainst forest, revenue and police officials. Thus the govern-
ment launched a propaganda offensive to deceive the people,
slander the marxist-leninist movement and at the same-time to
depict the Indervelli incident as a simple law and order problem.
Phus it wants to push the real issue - the land issue of girijans
fIrito the background and hide its ugly conspiracy form pubMc
view. - -

But, the current struggle of the tribal peasants in Adilabad
Yorest is not at all a rivalary between tribals and non-tribals. It
is a struggle of the tribal peasants mainly to recover their lands
from the forest department which forceably drove them out of
those lands during Emergency. As such, mainly, it is a struggle

of the tribals as well as non-tribals against the government.
All of them are fighting together.

Gonds who -are the single largest tribe in Adilabad forest
(@bout two lakhs in the three taluks of this district - Utnoor,
‘Bodh and Asifabad) have cleared some jungle lands and brought
them under plough in 1968 and onwards. So also, some Lamba-
«las who lived in adjacent plains as well as some Marathi
poeasants who live on the otherside of the border in Maharashtra
-also joined them in occupyiny jungle lands in this area. n
1968-69 this went on {ike a big campaign and in the three taluks
of ‘Utnoor, Bodh and Asifabad about 80 thousand acres of Hand
was reclaimed and occupied. All this was actively encouraged
then by corrupt forest officials. The forest officials used to
collect a bribe of one hundred rupees per acre and allow the
‘peasants to clgar shurbs and cultivate the land. But afterwards,
after two or three years, the forest officials began foisting false
legal cases on these peasants for illegal felling of trees. Theh, .
2he local C.P.1. leaders appeared on the scene and collectad at

the rate of one hundred per acre once again, 'to arrange legal aid
( ........ continued on page 17)
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— from page 10) . L
in the Courts and to obtain pattas for the occupied lands. But they

were duepd ajain. Then i1t was the tuin of Congress (1) to tob = -

them further. They told the peasants that since they are the
ruling party. in the state, -they shail induce the ministers in
government and arrahge pattas, if they were paid another hund-
red per each acre of occupled land. Having alrsady ' lost two
hundred rupees the peasants could not leave the matter hali-
way. So they sold atll thair belongings and paid this ‘amount
also in the hopa of obtaining pattas. But again they were utterly
deceived. All these dealings'are an open and public secrete
and all the leaders from district to state 12svel know of this fully
well. Collections every time rah into lakhs and there ‘were
suits pending in Courts. As such the administration and polfiti-
cal leaders cannot be blind to these developments. But every-
body turned a nelson’s eye on the whole issue. .

Not only that, later the government took recourse to
police raids to drive away the peasants from those lands. But
the police attacks were repulsed heroically. Then the govern-
ment thought of aaother trick. They groomed the Gonds,
Kolams, Lombadas etc. to drive away the Marathi paasants;
promising them pattas for their lands If they were able to drive
out marathis. But this ‘divid: and rule’ policy also could not
deceive the innocent girijan peasants. A'l the peasants stood
solidily unitedly and punched the government's bluff. All
these years, the tribals were cultivating and enjoying these
lands. Only in a few cases, some bits of land were mortgaged
to money lenders from p!iins and some big landlords, to defray
the expense of reclamation and other family expenses.

In such a situation, Emergency was declared. Taking
advantage of these black days, the A.P. Forest department used
brutal police force and occupied some of these cultivated lands
and raised plantations. Cruelty and severity of these operations
can be imagined if we know that two peasants belonging to
Tippa who resisted these illegal occupations of the forest
department were killed in pollce Torture in 1976.

3)
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Now, the tribal peasants, are recovering these lands, clear-
Ing the illegal planitations and bringing them into cuitivation.
So also, whenever the money-lenders persist in keeping the
mprtigaged Jands even after expiration of the aggreed period and
aven after the debt is cleared, the tribal peasants ate takimg
back their lands. But such cases ate far and few between.
Mainly, the struggle is directed to recover their lands fram the
_illegal eccupation of the ferest department. So fas, the sribal
. pepgaants have reoccupied more than 2,000 acres of such lard in
.ahout 25 villages, bravely resisting the onslaughts of the forest,
tevenye and police officials. In many of these struggles the
Gonds, Kalams and Puatadhgns on one hand and Lambadas on
.the other are fighting showlder to shoulder ggainst government
sopreesien. In the cawrss of their struggies to reoccupy their
Jands, whenever they encounter police and forest officers or
landlotd’s goondas, the girijans immediateiy broad-cast their
call for mobilisatian by the beat of ‘TUDUM’ (atraditional drum
of the girijans) and within minitues hundreds of girijan
peasants reach the spot and resist the onslaught. This has
developed @s a very popular form of struggle and the enemy
forces become helpless in the face of such large and determined
gatherings. This struggle is going on since the later half of
1979 and is spreading far and wide in the Adilabad forest like a
wild fire. As.a part of this struggle the tribal peasants wanted
to hold their first District Conference of Adijabad at indervelli
on April 20, th to consolidate the gains achieved so far and to
map out their further course of .action.

To crush this just struggle, the A.P. Government has sp
far set up abont 256 police camps in this forest area and stepped
up its attacks on the tribal peasantry. Several false cases wete
foistad against hundreds of peasants. Several attempts of -the
pelipe inrce to Tansack the tribal villages and beat the peasants
anmgas were successiully resisted by the tribals by mobllising
their strength in hundreds at the beat of a drum (Tudum) -
following the traditional method of collective eelf-defence.

S T R — T v TH— T o . e ]
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Following i1t at esse with the growing resistance ams the'
increasing militancy and consciousness of the tribal peasantry,,
the government decided to drown the movement in blood bath
and suppress it ruthlessly. Mence the Indervelii massacre.

Now the government is trying to explain away its crimi-
nal conspiracy with silly and ridiculous excuses. First of all It.
wants the wozld to believe that this is an Infighting between.:
tribals and-non-tribals (meaning, the. Gonds and Lambadee in .
the main); a:d that this Is nothing but a law and order problem.
cookedup. by marxist-leninists, The Chlsf Minister has come:
out with vet gnoshee curious explanetion. He says, since the:
government is doing a lottor the uplftment of wibale, the-
oxttemists sre-afraid of looeing their base among the Qirrjane.-
and hence incited them against the gevernment. These exclses-
are. not only siily but siso.self contradictory.. First the govern-
ment argues that the struggle is not aganistthe government: and:
next in the same breath it tries to throw the blame oo somebody
forthe tribals waging the struggle against government.Anfaiah did
nat glve up his routlen theory of “‘forelgn-hand” also to explait
this massacré. He says, communists arte receiving foreign ald

and organising girijans ro revolt aganist government. The id16-
tic approach and the vindictive atlitude cf the governmernt efe
self-evident. Government and its propaganda machinery sgem to

" take the publie for granted to beliver their faolish cock-and bull
stories.

On one hand the government tries to suppress the move-
ment through ruthless repression and broad day light mass mur-
ders. On the other hand, it trles to hold out some Inducements.
in the form of ameliorative measures and thus mollify the tribal -
peasant struggle and pacify the enraged public opinion. Right
from the very next day of the massacre, the A. P, government
has opened a barrage of propaganda magnifying the welfare mea-
sures it is taking for the tribals. Anjaish sald on 21st that his
government already allotted Rs. 80 lakhs to tribal wetfaré sche+
mes in - Adllabad and that he is prepared to spend any’ atount:
on this account, He promised te start a speclal ceM In g
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governmant to look after tribal welfare and to appoint a tribal
police officer at its head. He promised to recruit tribals into
police and home-gaurds, and to “‘improve the communication
net-work in Adilabad forest. Whom is he going to h:zlp by all
these measures? Undoubtedly the police; to make its repression
more &ffective and still ruthless. Not mere announcements, the
government has slready started two new police stations in
Adilabad district and upgraded the existing stations as well as
enhanced their staff and equipment. Ofcourse, the demands for
~ supply of modern equipment, wireless sets, jeeps etc. to the -
~district police authorities are recieving high priority. The goonda
Home-Minister (currently Home 'Minister Prabhakar Reddy is
charged on the floor of the Assembly as having strong links
with organised goonda gangs and of himseif operating the
geonda gani which went on a rampage in Hyderabad City recen-
. tly) hlmsolf pleaded for Incroasod pollco forcé in: Adilabad |
. distnct o :

o The' State ‘Tribal Welfare - Minister Ravindra Navak ann-
ouncad that the exemptions given to non-tribals to acquire lands
- from tribals will be with-drawn. He came forward with his share
- of promises to dig more waells for drinking water, to open more

- . Ashram:schocls tor girijan boys and to gat more funds allotted

ffbm tha Central govemment for welfare schemes.

o Chlef Mlmcter wsned two villaqas In this area, distri-
_'buted some “pattas”’ toa few tribals ina village, met the

| " 'famnly members of one Gond killed on Apr!l 20th, addressed

two publtc meetmgs assuring the Gonds of Government s sym-
pathy ard anncunced a "Gonds Welfare Panel’’ under the leader-
N h|p of an Ex-minister.” He might have well pleased his power
donor and’ polltl(‘al boss in Delhi Darbar with all these gimmi-
.cks but he cann-t deceive the peasantry and hood-wink the
pecple with ever a double does of this trick=ry and pretention.

.. The government cannot deceive the tribal peasants with
these ‘‘wealfare measures’’. It can never make the tribals forget
~ this brutal massacre. It cannot hide its ugly face. Nor, these
measures even touch the fringe of the problem. Today, land
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1ssue Is the main problem for the tribal peasants. Unless the
tribal peasants are granted pattas for the lands they reclaimed
with their own hands and at great expense, the problem of their
minimum lively-hood cannot be solved.

That is why the tribal peasants of Adilabad are determi-
ned to advance forward with their struggle unedetered by the
fascist repression and desisting the lure of government welfare
measures. Their flrm resolve is further strengthened to closely
co-ordinate the activities nf thelr Girljan Rytu cooli Sangham
with those of the A.P. Rytu Cobli Sangham (the peasant and
Agricultural labour union of A.P. plains) and to proceed ahead
confidently holding aloft the ‘‘Ragal Janda‘* (Gondu version
of Red Flag). This Is not mers rethoric. Just ten days after the

massacre, on May 2nd and * 3rd a ' Girijan peasant delegation.

from Adilabad district partlctpated in the third: State-level Con-
~ ference of the A.P. Radical Youth League at Warangal and ex-
" " pressed this resolve. ' Girijah peasants sang revdlutionary songs
in Gond language in that Conferéhce and onhe- Girijan peasant’
. comrade, Kursing Ram of Asifabad taluk inaguarated a book!et
. .of songs paymg revojutlonary homage to the Martyrs of Inder-
. velli massacra, pubhshed hy Sri}ana In ald of the Gm]an Welf-
. «are Fund. The delegataon announced that they are going to
o - articlpate ina blg way in the first State Conference of the
..,A P. Rytu Cooli Sangham at Nellore These acts and ekprasslons
| .of mutual solldantv and rededmatlon to carry on the struggle
- through to the end, have not only further strengthened the

. resalve to fight but also delt a blow in the face to the wishful

.'wishpers, that the unity of fightmg ranks of the peasantry is
. distrubed with the girij jan peasants ' organising their own union.

- The people of Andhra remember very well how the gove-
rnment rushed to Srikakulam tribal pesants in 1969 with a host
of welfare measures in the same way as it does today and
what happened to all those sehemes and projects later on when
their movement suffered a set-back. More-over, the govern-.
ment cannot hoodwink the public with its list of ameliorative
measures and go scott free with its mass murders. All the peo-
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ple, the Civil liberties orcanisaticns, all democrats, democratic
mass organisations and political parties ate demanding a high
level judicial enquiry into the police firings at Indervelli onApril
20th and into the background of the struggle of the tribal pea-
santry and their living conditions. They are demanding punish-
ment tothe culprits.They are expressing their support and solida-
rity with the girijan peasant struggle. If the government per-
siste 10-be ddotic and-adament.and i it won’t pay. heed to the
poputsr derhends;. then it with pay-the price forit, . No-oRe..CAR-
save |t frowrthe : nomests:. . - .

: Ous of the tea tsluks.of Adilsbad: distriot's six taluks -
Adlisbad, Uwnoor, Acifebad,  Sirpur, Khanapur snd. Bodh are
coneed- by forest. While the. percentage of tribals to the total
population In the entize state: is only 3.8, In: Adilabad district .
population- of tribels-is 13.1% of the-tetal. in. the uibal area.
there- ie not @ven ore percent literacy. imthe thick forests of
Adilebad, premitive tribe life Is sill dominant. 1here are seve-
rab tribes and communities here, such as Gend, Gattumanne,
Pasadivan, Kolam etc. in the forest of this district.. Maize and
some:roots and leaves available in-the: forest are their food.
They: easn their lively hood mainly by selling the forest produce
such as ‘Gum’’, "‘tamarind’’ etc, Till very recently, merchants
used:to buy gum from tribais at- 75 paise per Kg» and sell it out.
side at Re. 16/- per Kg. From this example alone we -can- sés
how much they are expleited. Recently Girijan Corporation
s set up by the government to. buy forest produce. at
regsonable rates and render justice to. tribals. But.this has only
resulted in adding one more vultute to the existing: band of
exploiters. When some proaressive-minded officials of the
Girijam Covpovation attompted'to lix reagonabte rates :te gum,
tamarind and such other forest produce: to- render some justice
tg tribals, the local merchants manouvered. with higher echeélons::
of the government and got tnem: transfered: far away. Thus the
corporation: and the loc 3t merchants ganged: up' to rob- the: girl- -
jans. As alredy pointed ot the sinale mejor community among
the tribals here is Gond. They are living in this forest since




23

many generations. Lambadis have come here comparatively re-
cently from plains and also from far off forests. But now, both
the seats in the A.P.Assembly reserved for tribals from this dis-
trict are held by Lambadis. This was made possible by a recent
(1370s) state governmant’s order declaring lambadis as tribals.

Obviously, this is a trump card played by the Chief Ministers
of that time as a part of their dog-fight for power and at the
same time aimed to undermine ths unity of girijans by playing
Lambadas against Gonds. This dcclaration aiso facilitated the
grabing of some lands from Gonds by a few Lambadi landiords.
From these exampies one can see how the government will
impliment its over-trumpeted welfare measures.

Some time ago the gouernment tried to play Gonds agal-
nst marathi peasants. Having falled, for the last some years the
Government is asw trying to play |embadas ageinst Gonds.
This big landierd big- bourgeoisie government is thinking that
it can safely play its game of divide and rule and make the
tribal peasantry tight against its own ranks. But this is not 60s.
Peasantry has seen .enough through these games of exploitating
classes and grown rich in experience. Not only the reactionary
governmsnt cannot create a cleavage in the ranks of tribal-
peasants and crush their just movement, but it cannot also
obstruct tha vast masses of the peasantry and oppressed people
of the rest of Andhra Pradesh and workers, students, youth and
all other sections of democratic people of the country from
standing solidily behind the girijan peasant struggle. The
people of India and Andhra Pradesh, particularly, wiil repay
Indervelli’'s debt in their blood. Girijan peasantry’'s agrarian
struggles are bound to surge forward. By unleashing fascist
repression over innocent girijans, the government is provoking
the lions in the forest and thereby digging its own grave,
History is going to prove once again in Adilabad forest that
people are invinceible and reactionories are sall paper-tigers,
Anjalah, Phabhakar Reddy and their band included, will be con-

signed to the dustbin.
Glory to the Girijan Peasant Martys of Indervelli-
Massacre !
Victory to Agrarian Revolution |

0=0=@


















_C_ondemn Police Firings On The

" Adilabad Tribal Peasants
Our Homage To The Martyrs of The April
=« 20th. Massacre.

The A “P.'Special armed police opened fire on a five
thousand strong rallj‘ of<girijan peasants and agricultural
labour at Indravelli village of Adilabad district on  April
20ch killing nearly 50 to 60 girijan peasants and seriously
injuring many mote..........ccccorrerrerrienrivennns Highly placed police
officials and other. administrative officers have wantonly
disturbed the Distris: Conference of the Adilabad Girijan
Peasant and agricultural labour union, engmeer@d an unde-
sirable tense situation, provoked the innocent tribals, killed
over 60 (sixty approzimately) of thelg and clampéd-‘curfew
there. All this is obviously perpetrated acéord‘l’ng to ‘a pre-

“ conceived - plan.

e Now pubhc opmlon sho ld assert and call these fellows
to pubhc ‘account.  We shou?d demand a public judicial ;
 enquiry by a High Court/Supreme Cotirt Judge'-into  these

gruesome murders. The ﬂuiltv should be brought:to book
~ and properly, pl,tmshed ‘The girijan-families who lost their .
‘. bread winners should be adequately compensated. Curfew
 should be lifted, all cases on girijans.should be withdrawn j
- and all police camps should*be abolished, Normal conditions i
of life should be immediately restored in this area guarantee-
ing peaceful life to all tribal people. . The" pohce repression
and forest department’s harassment should stop at once:

We appeal toall thosd :whp wish tbat police raj should
not overrun everything iniour lives, and that-‘democracy,
should thrive in our country, to raise their voice in’protest
against those police brutalities and murders and to svand in;
fence . of the just demands- of the -Adilabad ' girijams. - We'
,appgal to all democrats to do their best, to secure the mini;
mum rights of living to the innocent and ptous giruans f

We pay our Homage to the gmjan peasant martyrs A

Dt. 22—4—81 _ COMMUNIST PARTY OF-INDIA (M.L.)
(PEOPLES’, WAR)
" A.P. STATE: COMMITTEE.



INDERVELLI - ANOTHER
JALLIANWALA BAGH!! Rs. 1-00
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Unite With the Adllabad Trlbals Shoved Into

- Danger by Inhuman Police Brutalities
The tribals of Adilabad district are deeply agitated
over the massacre perpetrated by the Government in
Indervelli on April 2C. The Government dec'ared that
only thirteen died and those corpses without being
‘shown to their relatives were reduced to ashes.

Many families have lost young men and men who
were the main stake or them. They do not know
how to eke out their living now. The families of those
~who have either Jlost their life or were wounded are
- totally wrecked crushed between the fear of the police
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# on one side and severe poverty, on the other,
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- 'Now, for us the test lies in how far we will extend k
help and co-operation voluntarily to them to regain their
confidence, courage and strength, to recover from the '
terrible disaster and 10 get free from police firings,
deceiptful statements. k
It is our minimum dutv as fellow human beings
to help and extend our friendly hand to the rriabals w ho ’4
are as pure as wi'd heney, as  heartful as wild blossoms |
and innocent by pledging our support to them, k
)
"
)

To ensure immediate medical care and to rehabili-
tate the familiee who sutfered losses, it is decided 1o
raise “‘Adilabuad Tribal Relief Fuad”.

We call upen all the pesple and intellectuals
generous and democraric-minded to contribute freely and
help in this regard.

.

Address for cending o nrnhutmns .

Clo. SRJANA,

1 Adilabad Tribal Relief Fund.
1 Hanumakonda, Warangal-5¢6(01 (A. P.)
-
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Kranti Prachuranalu
SECUNDER.ABAD - 500 36.



