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Preface 

In 1858, a combined French and Spanish Force occupi­
ed Tourane, a port in central Viet-Nam. 

In 1859, French troops occupied Saigon. 
In 1862, France coerced the Nguyen Dynasty of Viet­

Nam to sign the Saigon Treaty by which France, besides 
securing many privileges, seized control of the three pro­
vinces in the southern part of Viet-Nam as well as Poulo 
Condor. 

In 1863, France forced the king of Cambodia (Khmer) 
to agree to a French protectorate over Khmer. 

In 1867, France annexed the whole of South Viet-Nam 
(Cochin-China). 

In 1884, France forced Viet-Nam and Khmer to sign 
treaties by which Viet-Nam and Khmer became French 
protectorates. 

In 1885, France concluded the Tientsin Treaty with 
the Manchu Government of China by which the Manchu 
Government was forced to recognize Viet-Nam as a French 
protectorate. 

In 1887, France amalgamated Annam, Tonkin, Cochin­
China and Khmer to form French Indo-China ·and placed it 
under the rule of a French governor-general. 

In 1893, France established its protectorate over Laos 
(Pathet Lao) and in 1899 incorporated it into French Indo­
China. This brought the whole Indo-China peninsula under 
the French colonial rule. The territory of Viet~Nam was 
divided into three parts: the southern part became a French 
colony; the central part became a kingdom under French 
protectorate; and the northern part was "placed under" 
French administration. 
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Under French colonial rule, the Indo-Chinese people 
were deprived of their most elementary human rights and 
lived in the most deplorable conditions. Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, the late President of the United States, once 
remarked: "The native Inda-Chinese have been so flagrant­
ly downtrodden that they thought to themselves: Any­
thing must be better than to live under French colonial 

rule!" 
. During the last eighty years and more, patriots of 

Viet-Nam, Pathet Lao and Khmer have carried on a 
resolute and undaunted struggle for freedom. They have 
held high the banner of national liberation. Many revolts 
have been organized, one following close upon another. 
These include the Truong Quyen Revolt in South Viet-Nam 
and the Po Kum Bo Revolt in Khmer in 1863, the Hue 
Revolt in 1884, the Khmer people's revolts in the provinces 
of Kompong-Cham and Kompong-Thom in 1885 and 1886, 
the Saigon Revolt in 1886, the Phan Dinh Phung Revolt 
of Viet-Nam in 1893, the long drawn out guerilla war led 
by Hoang Hoa Tham which started in 1903, the Phu Mi Bum 
patriotic movement led by Phok Ba Duct in Pathet Lao in 
1901, the Aung Keo and Aung Kumadan Revolt of Pathet 
Lao in 1910 and the guerilla war which followed and lasted 
25 years, the Thai-Nguyen Revolt in 1917, and the Yen-Bai 
Revolt in 1930. 

Although all these revolts were brutally suppressed 
by the French colonialists, they served as an eloquent de­
claration to the whole world that the Indo-Chinese people 
will never tamely submit to enslavement and that they 
would ultimately vdn freedom and independence. 

In 1940, the Japanese imperialists, who had launched 
a war of aggression against China, demanded of the French 
Government that Japanese troops be admitted into Indo­
China, for the purpose of preparing for their war in the 
Pacific. The French colonial authorities, which had been 
notorious for their ferocity and brutality towards the Indo­
Chinese people, were completely servile to Japanese fascists. 
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T_hus, a new colonial master-Japanese fascism-was im­
posed upon Indo-China. 

The occupation of Indo-China by Japanese fascism 
brought to the Indo-Chinese people a deeper and graver 
national crisis. In face of this crisis, the Indo-Chinese 
people rallied together in a still broader unity than ever 
before and waged a struggle for national independence on 
an unprecedented scale. With the defeat of Japanese im­
perialism in World War II, the Indo-Chinese people at last 
won their independence. 

However, the French colonialists, who had surrendered 
to the· Japanese fascists, now sought to recover their former 
positions in Indo-China. They attempted with armed force 
and U.S. assistance to subjugate the Indo-Chinese people. 
As a result, shortly after World War II ended, a new war 
broke out in Indo-China. · · 

The war in Indo-China has now become one of the 
centres of world tension, one of the points on which all eyes 
are focussed. All those who are concerned with the Indo­
Chinese question will be greatly assisted in getting a true 
understanding of it by the following sketch of historical 
developments since 1940. 
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194'0 

September 23 Japanese troops marched into Indo-China, the 
domain of the French colonialists. 

Earlier, in June, Japan made a series of demands on the French 
authorities in Indo-China which included: permission for Japanese 
troops to pass through Indo-China for an attack on China; closing 
the border between China and Viet-Nam, and occupying military 
bases in Tonkin. The French authorities assented to all these Japa­
nese demands and repeatedly notified the Japanese Government that 
they recognized Japan's "dominant political and economic interests 
in the Far East" and gave assurance of allowing Japan to acquire 
"a most favourable position" in Indo-China. 

On September 4, France and Japan signed a military agreement 
which permitted Japanese troops to penetrate the areas north of the 
Red River. On September 15, France was asked to cede Hanoi, 
Haiphong and her naval bases in Camranh Bay and Kwangchowwan. 
France agreed. On September 22, another military agreement was 
signed between France and Japan which permitted Japan to station 
troops in Indo-China. All these arrangements opened the way for 
the subsequent occupation of Indo-China by Japanese troops. 

On the same day, the Vichy Government issued a communique 
stating that the Franco-Japanese agreement on the stationing of 
Japanese troops in Indo-China was aimed at "facilitating the estab­
lishment of a new order in East Asia and settlement of the Sino­
J apanese Incident." The communique also stated that the French 
authorities in Indo-China were to provide the Japanese Army with 
facilities to continue its drive against China. In turn, Japan recog­
nized France's "sovereignty and territorial integrity" in Indo-China. 

Also on September 23, the people in Bae-Son, Lang-Son Prov­
ince, Viet-Nam, rose against the French colonialists for their sell­
out of Indo-China to the Japanese imperialists. In October, the 
people liberated Bae-Son and established a people's regime. A 
guerilla detachment, organized by the insurrectionists, launched an 
attack against Japanese-occupied Lang-Son. The Japanese accepted 
the French offer of four French battalions to help suppress the 
Viet-Namese people's guerillas. Although this people's insurrection 
was finally quelled after two months by joint French and Japanese 
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1940 forces, the armed insurrectionists continued their resistance against 
the Japanese and French imperialists and gradually grew into the 
Viet-Nam People's Army. 

November 23 People's insurrections broke out in many provinces 
of South Viet-Nam. Many places were liberated in My-Tho, Bac­
Lieu and Soc-Trang Provinces and people's committees set up in 
them. During the insurrection in Cao-Lanh, the red flag with a 
gold star was hoisted for the :first time. This flag was later adopted 
as the national flag of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam. The 
Cao-Lanh insurrection ended in failure as a result of joint suppres­
sion by French and Japanese troops. More than 7,000 patriots were 
arrested and confined in Poulo Condor. Large numbers of people 
were put to death. 

1941 

January 13 Uprising of Viet-Namese soldiers stationed in the 
area of Do-Luong, Vinh Province. 

May 6 The Vichy Government signed an economic agreement 
with Japan, granting Japan "most-favoured nation treatment" for 
her industrial and commercial enterprises and in other economic 
activities in Indo-China. Japanese goods were to be taxed at the 
lowest rates and many items exempted from customs duty. The 
agreement also stipulated that the French authorities in Indo-China 
export various strategic materials and commodities to Japan. 

May 9 France and Japan concluded the "Protocol. on Mutual 
Guarantee and Political Understanding Between Japan and France." 
In this Protocol, France agreed not to sign with any third power 
an agreement on political, economic or military co-operation with 
regard to Indo-China that might, directly or indirectly, interfere 
with Japan's interests there. 

May 19 The Viet-Nam Independence League (Viet-Minh) was 
organized at a joint conference of political parties and groups and 
social organizations including the Communist Party of Indo-China 
(predecessor of the Viet-Nam Lao Dong Party), the Socialist Party, 
the Nationalist Party, the Viet-Nam Workers' National Salvation 
Association, the Peasants' National Salvation Association, the Na-
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tional Salvation Association of Culture, the Women's National Salva- 1941 
tion Association, the Young Men's National Salvation Association, the 
Buddhists' National Salvation Association, the Catholics' National 
Salvation Association and the Businessmen's National Salvation As­
sociation. Ho Chi Minh, leader of the Viet-Namese people, was 
elected President of the Viet-Nam Independence League (Viet-Minh). 
From its inauguration, the Viet-Minh organized guerilla forces in 
order to develop armed struggle against the Japanese occupation. The 
Viet-Namese people's resistance was thus placed under unified leader-
ship. The Viet-Minh was commonly acknowledged as the sole anti-
J apanese force in Viet-Nam. The French paper La Marseillaise 
stated on May 15, 1946, "While French high officials were being good 
little Petainists, the Viet-N amese fought with rare courage under the 
leadership of President Ho against Japanese fascism." La Riw said 
on August 9, 1946, "The Viet-Minh comprised all democratic forces 
of the country." France Nouvelle said on June 8, 1946, "The whole 
of this resistance is the work of the Viet-Minh." 

July 29 France and Japan signed an agreement on the "joint 
defence of French Indo-China," by which both countries pledged 
themselves to military "co-operation" in the "common defence" of 
Indo-China. 

On the same day, the Vichy Government, in a note to the J apa­
nese Government, accorded the latter the right to send land, naval 
and air forces to southern Indo-China; to make use of eight cities, 
including Siem-Reap and Phnom-Penh as Japanese air bases, and 
Saigon and Camranh Bay as naval bases. The French note also 
granted Japan the right to station troops in Indo-China and their 
freedom of movement. France agreed to bear the expenses of the 
Japanese occupation. 

December 8 Japan unleashed war in the Pacific. 

December 9 A local military agreement concerning the "joint de­
fence of French Indo-China" was signed between Decoux, the Vichy 
Government's Governor-General of Indo-China, and Major General Tyo 
(Yoshizawa), representing the Japanese Army, by which the French 
authorities agreed to co-operate, "with all means at their disposal," 
with the Japanese Army "in the defence of French Indo-China"; to 
"guarantee public order throughout Indo-China during the Japanese 
Army's military operations so as to safeguard the rear of the Japa­
nese Army"; and to provide the Japanese Army with all facilities 
for troop movements, food supplies, etc. 



1942 1942 

October 10 The Viet-Minh issued a statement, calling on French 
soldiers and French nationals for unity with the Viet-Namese people 
to fight against the Japanese invaders. The appeal stated: "We 
are ready to co-operate with all French people in Indo-China, both 
civilian and military, who are sincere in their desire to fight with us 
against the fascist Franco-Japanese military. . . . Let us form an 
anti-fascist, anti-Japanese Viet-Nam-French front on Indo-Chinese 
territory!" 

From 1941 to 1945, the Viet-Minh advocated on many occasions 
co-operation with the French authorities in a joint fight against the 
Japanese aggressors. But the French authorities in Indo-China re­
mained all along on the side of the Japanese Army and perpetrated 
brutalities against the Viet-Namese people who resolutely fought 
the Japanese invaders. The French paper La Defense stated on 
May 10, 1946, "It was the Viet-N amese who raised the standard in 
the anti-fascist struggle, calling upon the Free French people to 
fight for the common cause with them. Decoux and his agents re­
plied with terrible reprisals." 

1943 

March 4 French Governor-General Decoux signed an agreement 
with the Japanese authorities, modifying the economic agreement of 
May 6, 1941, to give even more far-reaching economic concessions to 
Japan. The new economic agreement stipulated: 1. Free participa­
tion by Japanese nationals in all enterprises on the same footing as 
French citizens, and the guarantee of all agricultural, mining and 
other concessions that Japan might need "for military reasons"; 
and 2. The French authorities must facilitate the production, dis­
tribution and export of all products required by Japan "for military 
reasons." 

December 8 A declaration on the post-war status of Indo-China 
was issued by the French Committee of National Liberation in North 
Africa (predecessor of the post-war French Government). The De­
claration characterized the surrender and betrayal by the French 
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authorities in Indo-China as being "imposed" by the Japanese and 1944 
hinted at continued French control over Indo-China after the war. 
At the same time, the Declaration promised to give "a new political 
status" to "those who have affirmed their national sentiments and 
political responsibilities." 

1944 

September 5 The Viet-Minh issued a proclamation w1otrning the 
French of Japan's scheme of openly occupying Indo-China. The 
proclamation saw Indo-China "on the eve of a decisive event" and 
called on the free and progressive forces in Indo-China to launch a 
struggle to "prevent the imminent political crisis before it is too 
late." 

The Viet-Minh's warning was ignored by the French authorities 
in Indo-China. 

December 22 The Viet-Nam Liberation Army was formed. To 
celebrate the birth of the Liberation Army, meetings were held in 
Hoang Hoa Tham and Tran Hung Dao. Representatives of the 
Liberation Army stated at these meetings that the Army's aim was 
to awaken the people to armed resistance and to lay the political 
and military foundations for future uprisings. 

This armed force gradually expanded till it became the Viet~ 
Nam People's Army. December 22 is thus marked as the founding 
day of the Viet-Nam People's Army. 

By the end of 1944, the Viet-Nam people's anti-Japanese armed 
forces had liberated six provinces in North Viet-Nam, namely: 
Cao-Bang, Bae-Kan, Tuyen-Quang, Thai-Nguyen, Lang-Son and 
Ha-Giang. People's committees were established in all these 
provinces to organize the people's armed resistance against the 
Japanese and, at the same time, to carry out extensive economic, 
social and cultural reforms. 
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1945 1945 

March 9 The Viet-Minh's warning proved correct-the Japanese 
Army formally occupied the whole of Indo-China. A communique 
issued by the Japanese Army Headquarters stated: "In view of 
the lack of sincerity demonstrated by the French authorities in 
Indo-China . . . our forces stationed there have decided to assume 
the defence of that country and are taking the necessary measures." 
The Japanese troops disarmed all French forces, except those 
stationed at certain points in the border area of North Viet-Nam, 
and liquidated the French organs of control without meeting any 
French resistance. 

March 11 Propped up by Japan, Emperor Bao Dai of Annam 
formed a puppet government. In a statement, Bao Dai proclaimed 
the "immediate abolition of the treaty of protectorate signed with 
France" and said he was going to follow the "directives of the Joint 
Manifesto of Greater East Asia." He also expressed his "confidence 
in Japan's sincerity and his determination to co-operate with Japan 
towards the stated goal." 

March 24 The Provisional Government of the Republic of France 
issued _ the declaration that Indo-China would again come under 
French control after the war. The declaration recognized that the 
Viet-N amese people "have acquired a new qualification for their 
rightful place" through their heroic struggles against Japanese 
aggression. The declaration stated that France intended to make 
Indo-China a "Federation" of "five states." But Indo-China was 
only to "enjoy its proper freedom within the French .Union" and 
the "external interests" of this Union must be represented by 
France. The French declaration permitted Indo-China to have its 

- own government, on condition that it be headed by the French Gov­
ernor-General and "composed of the ministers responsible to him." 
The declaration called for an assembly to be elected "according to 
the pattern o( elections most appropriate to each state within the 
Federation of Indo-China" and stated that "French interests must 
be represented in the assembly." 

On March 25, Minister for Overseas France Paul Giaccobbi in 
a broadcast speech expressed "fullest respect for the cultural 
characteristics of every constituent member of the Federation," but 
they must all be "closely associated with French culture." He also 
stated that Indo-China "would have her own land, sea and air 
forces" which, however, would form "part of the general defence 
system of the French Union." 
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June 4 The liberated areas of Viet-Nam merged formally into 1945 
one unified· whole. A provisional committee was set up in this 
unified liberated area to guide the people in their struggle for na-
tional liberation. 

August 8 The Soviet Union declared war on Japan. On the 9th, 
the Red Army of the Soviet Union attacked the Japanese army. 
On the 10th, Japan informed the Allies it ~as ready to surrender 
and on the 15th it surrendered unconditionally. 

August 13 The Viet-Nam Independence League formed an 
Insurrection Committee which ordered the Viet-Nam People's Army 
into action throughout the country and called on the people to join 
in this general uprising. At the same time, the General Head­
quarters of the Viet-Minh told the Japanese Army to lay down arms 
and hand over the state power to the Viet-N amese people. · 

August 16-17 More than 60 people's representatives of all sec­
tions and of the various nationalities of Viet-Nam met in a national 
people's congress at Tan-Trien Village, on the border of Tuyen-Quang 
and Thai-Nguyen Provinces. The congress resolved unanimously to 
mobilize the people throughout the country to seize power and to 
establish the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam on the basis of com­
plete independence. The congress also decided to carry out the 10-
point Viet-Minh programme for national independence and democra­
tic reforms. The congress elected the National Liberation Commit­
tee of Viet-Nam which was to exercise the functions of a provisional 
government, pending the establishment of a formal government. 

August 17 Demonstrations were held by the Viet-N amese people 
in Hanoi and many other places. _ Representatives of the Viet-Minh 
everywhere called on the people to rise up and seize power. 

On August 17, the French Government appointed Vice-Admiral 
Thierry d' Argenlieu French High Commissioner in Indo-China. 

August 19 The people rose up in Hanoi and established a provi­
sional revolutionary order. August 19 was adopted as the Day of 
Victory in the August Revolution. 

August 22 The representative of French High Commissioner 
d'Argenlieu in North Viet-Nam, Sainteny, arrived in Hanoi aboard 
a U.S. plane. 

On the same day, d'Argenlieu's representative in South Viet­
N am, Cedille, was airdropped and taken to Saigon by the Japanese 
Army. 

August 24 Japanese-supported Emperor Bao Dai of Annam 
declared he was "determined" to abdicate and to "transfer his powers 
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1945 to the Democratic Republican Government." In his Act of Abdica­
tion, Bao Dai called on the people to "unite as one man and whole­
heartedly stand by the. Democratic Government." He also stated: 
"We are happy to be the free citizens of an independent country. 
We will not allow anyone to abuse our name or the name of the 
royal family for sowing dissension among our compatriots." 

On September 10, Bao Dai was invited to act as adviser to the 
Provisional Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam. 
But he left Hanoi for Chungking and then sneaked into Hongkong 
in 1946. 

August 25 Big demonstrations were held by the people in Saigon 
and the cities and provinces of South Viet-Nam, in response to the 
Viet-Minh's call. People's Committees were set up for South Viet­
N am and for the various provinces and state power was taken over 
by the people. 

August 27 Cedille, French representative in South Viet-Nam, met 
with a representative of Viet-Nam and handed him the French Gov­
ernment's declaration of March 24 on French intentions for renewed 
control over Indo-China. The representative of Viet-Nam express­
ed the friendly feelings the Viet-N amese people have for the new 
France and pointed out that this declaration cannot serve as the 
basis for discussions on the relations between France and Viet-Nam. 

The Viet-Namese representative made it clear that recognition 
by France of Viet-Nam's independence was the prerequisite to any 
agreement that might be reached, and that Viet-Nam was prepared 
to negotiate with France only on this basis. 

August 28 The Provisional Government of the Democratic Re­
public of Viet-Nam (i.e. the Natio,nal Liberation Committee of Viet­
N am) issued a proclamation to the people, announcing that state 
power was in ·the hands of the National Liberation Committee; that, 
for the broadest representation of the national united front, the 
National Liberation Committee was to be reorganized, with all pa­
triots participating, to shoulder the tasks entrusted to the Committee 
by the people before the inauguration of a permanent government. 
By the, end of August, the patriots of Pathet Lao had formed the 
National Liberation Committee of Pathet Lao, under the leadership 
of Prince Souphanouvong, tQ strive for national independence, unity 
and democracy, and to seize political power. 

September 2 At a mass meeting in Hanoi, attended by 500,000 
people, Ho Chi Minh, as President of the Viet-Nam Provisional Gov­
ernment, proclaimed his. country's independence and issued the 
Declaration of Independence of the Democratic Republic of Viet­
N am. The Declaration quoted from the Declaration of Independence 
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of the United States of America and from the French Declaration 1945 
of the Rights of Man and of Citizens that all men are created equal 
and endowed with the inalienable rights of life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness. But France was acting contrary to humanity 
and justice in its colonial rule in Indo-China. After a recital of the 
brutalities perpetrated by the French rulers in a period of eighty 
years and the submissive attitude towards Japan in the latter's five-
year occupation of Indo-China, the Declaration pointed out: "The 
truth is that our people have wrested and regained state power from 
the Japanese and not from the French. . . . Our people have broken 
the chains of slavery that bound us for nearly 100 years and have 
won the independence of Viet-Nam. Our people have also over­
thrown the monarchical regime of the past several thousand years 
and have established a democratic republic in its stead. Hence; we 
declare, as the Provisional Government of the new Viet-Nam, on 
behalf of all the people, that the colonial relationship with France 
is at an end, that all the old treaties signed between Viet-Nam and 
France are null and void, and that all special privileges of France 
in Viet-Nam are hereby abrogated. The people of Viet-Nam stand 
firmly against all French imperialist intrigues. We are confident 
that the Allied Powers who recognized the principle of equality 
among nations at the Teheran conference and at the San Francisco 
conference cannot fail to recognize the right of Viet-Nam to fight 
for its liberty and independence." The Declaration concluded 
solemnly: "A people that has courageously opposed French colonial 
rule for more than 80 years, a people that has courageously fought 
fascism by the side of the Allied Powers during the past years, this 
people will win its freedom and independence. We solemnly declare 
to the world: Viet-Nam has the right to freedom and independence 
and has, in fact, become a free and independent country .... " 

September 21 The first contingent of French troops, brought by 
British warships, landed in Saigon. According to an agreement 
reached between the Allied Powers, Japanese troops in Indo-China 
north of the 16th parallel were to surrender to Kuomintang troops, 
while those south of the 16th parallel were to surrender to British 
troops. The Kuomintang and British forces whose task was to dis-
arm the Japanese forces and send them home, had already entered 
North and South Viet-Nam. 

September 23 Saigon was occupied by a French landing party 
assisted by the French troops who had been disarmed by the Japan­
ese and who had been assembled by Cedille, the French High Com­
missioner's representative in South Viet-Nam. The government 
offices of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam in Saigon were forcibly 
occupied. War broke out in South Viet-Nam between France, which 
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1945 was attempting to reconquer Viet-Nam, and the Viet-Namese people, 
who opposed the French colonialists. 

At the same time, French troops renewed their attacks on Khmer. 
After the surrender of Japan, Khmer proclaimed its independence 
and established a people's regime throughout the country. One week 
after their invasion of South Viet-Nam, the French forces occupied 
Phnom Penh, capital of Khmer. After occupying Khmer, the French 
ordered the Japanese-supported King of Cambodia, N orodom 
Sihanouk, to form a puppet government in October. Khmer patriots 
organized the Khmer Independence Committee to resist the French 
forces. 

October 5 The main force of the French troops, led by Leclerc, 
French Commander-in-Chief in the Far East, arrived in Indo-China, 
together with British troops. An Anglo-French agreement was con­
cluded, illegally stipulating that only French administrative organs 
were to have civil adniiinistrative power over the British-occupied 
area. After the evacuation of the British forces, the French im­
mediately started military operations in an effort to occupy Indo­
China using Saigon as their jumping board. Leclerc boasted that 
the French could reconquer the whole of Indo-China within three 
months. 

October 12 The Lao People's Committee was set up in Vientiane 
and organized the Provisional Resistance Government of Pathet Lao. 
Pathet Lao proclaimed its independence. 

November 10 King Sisavang Vong of Pathet Lao abdicated and 
issued a statement saying: "I place myself under the authority of 
the new government of Pathet Lao, which has been constituted and 
is the real and legitimate government of Pathet Lao." 

1946 

January 6 The Viet-Nam Democratic Republic held National 
Assembly elections on a nation-wide. scale. The suffrage was on a 
universal, direct and equal basis, irrespective of nationality, belief, 
condition of property or sex. Over 90 per cent of the qualified 
voters in the. great majority of the cities and provinces in the Demo­
cratic Republic of Viet-Nam took part in the elections. In most 
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provinces in French-occupied South Viet-Nam, over 90 per cent of 1946 
the voters also took part in the elections. 

The Viet-Minh scored victory in the elections by winning 230 
of the 300 seats in the National Assembly. 

February 4 Thierry d'Argenlieu set up a South Viet-Nam Ad­
visory Committee in the French-occupied area, composed of French 
colonialists and Viet-N amese puppets. 

February 25 A meeting was held between President Ho Chi Minh 
and the French negotiator Sainteny on the possibility of holding 
Viet-Nam-France talks. President Ho Chi Minh reiterated Viet­
N am's policy of independence and co-operation. Sainteny voiced 
France's willingness to recognize Viet-Nam's right to have its own 
government, parliament, army and independent finance "within the 
French Union." Both sides shared the opinion that preliminary 
conditions for the success of negotiations must assume, firstly,· an 
atmosphere of relaxation and harmony and, secondly, immediate 
ceasefire on all fronts. 

On March 18, 1947, Marius Moutet, Minister for Overseas 
France, revealed in a speech to the French National Assembly that 
the aim of the French Government at that time was to facilitate the 
occupation of North Viet-Nam by French troops through negotia­
tion. Moutet said: "Our troops were not numerous-15,000 men 
- . . . How heavy were the losses to be sustained, if we were to 
proceed from Haiphong to Hanoi by force of arms under such 
conditions? I believe that for the combatants as well as non-com­
batants, the number of casualties would have been several hundred 
times higher than those of December 19 (the date Hanoi was 
re-occupied by French troops-Ed.). 

February 28 The Kuomintang government reached an agreement 
with the French Government: The areas of Viet-Nam north of the 
16th parallel occupied by the Kuomintang troops were to be taken 
over by the French troops not later than March 31. 

March 2 The first plenary session of the National Assembly of 
the Viet-Nam Democratic Republic was held in Hanoi. 

March 3 The National Assembly elected the Government of the 
Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam with Ho Chi Minh as President 
of the Republic. 

March 6 After several months of negotiations, the governments 
of Viet-Nam and France signed a preliminary agreement in Hanoi. 
The Agreement stipulated that the French Government should re­
cognize the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam as "a free state having 
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1946 its own government, parliament, army and :finance." As to the 
reunion of the three "Ky" (Provinces), the Agreement stated that 
it would be decided by the people through referendum and that the 
French Government pledged to "ratify the decisions taken by the 
inhabitants through referendum." The Agreement also stipulated 
that on ratification, "each of the high contracting parties shall take 
all necessary measures to bring hostilities to an immediate cessation 
and to maintain their troops in their respective positions." Both 
sides agreed to continue talks on the questions of the diplomatic 
relations between Viet-Nam and other countries, the future status 
of Indo-China and French economic and cultural interests in Viet­
N am. 

March 7 The Preliminary Agreement was breached by the French 
on the day following its signing. By refusing to dispatch their 
representative to enforce the ceasefire in South Viet-Nam the 
French violated the agreement that both sides should send me~bers 
on March 7 to form a mixed ceasefire committee for Central and 
South Viet-Nam. The French even demanded that the Viet-Namese 
troops in South Viet-Nam should move to the French positions in 
order to be disarmed-a breach of the agreement which provided 
that both sides should bring hostilities to an immediate end and 
maintain their respective positions. When their demand was re­
jected, the French troops in South Viet-Nam immediately launched 
attacks on the Viet-N amese forces, setting fire to villages and 
executing Viet-N amese patriots on the pretext of clearing these 
areas. 

March 12 The French Commissioner in South Viet-Nam, Cedille, 
openly told the Nam Ky (South Viet-Nam) Advisory Committee that 
the Preliminary Agreement should apply only to the northern part 
of Viet-Nam. 

March 18 Led by Leclerc, Commander-in-Chief of French Forces 
in the Far East, French troops entered Hanoi and other areas in 
North Viet-Nam. Subsequently, the French opened attacks on 
Pathet Lao. 

April 3 A "Staff Officers' Agreement" was signed between Viet­
N am and France. According to this agreement, the number of 
French troops in areas north of the 16th parallel should not exceed 
15,000 and they should be stationed in about a dozen places including 
Hanoi and Haiphong. Consent should be obtained from the Viet­
N amese side before any movement of French troops. 

April 6 In violation of the Agreement, the French Commander­
in-Chief in the Far East, Leclerc, issued a directive to his troops, 
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saying: "It is not purely and simply a question of re-establishing 1946 
the previously existing French order, it is a question of defending 
French interests during the course of negotiations in Indo-China 
and Paris. This defence must be effectuated by the slow method, 
which marks a steady day-by-day progress, and by force _when 
necessary." 

April 10 Valluy, French Commander in North Viet-Nam, order­
ed his troops to work out "a plan of action for the occupation of 
cities." In a directive he outlined some main points for this plan 
and called for: "a series of measures which must have the effect of 
progressively modifying and :finally transforming what is purely a 
military operation into a 'coup d'etat'." 

April 19 The Viet-Namese and French delegations continued 
negotiations in Dalat, South Viet-Nam, on the basis of the 
Preliminary Agreement. The negotiations lasted for nearly a 
month and ended fruitlessly on May 11 as a result of the French 
refusal to agree to a peaceful settlement and to the principle of 
independ,ence for Viet-Nam and their insistence on the partitioning 
of Viet-Nam. During the negotiations, the demand of the Viet­
N amese delegate for the right of Viet-Nam to independence in 
diplomatic matters, was rejected by the French. On military 
questions, though the French side could not but agree to setting up 
a ceasefire committee, yet they persistently refused to nominate 
their representatives.· On the question of South Viet-Nam, when the 
Viet~N amese delegate took a firm stand against partitioning the 
territory of Viet-Nam, the French side refused to even discuss the 
question. 

April 20 King Sisavang Vong of Laos, who had been abdicated, 
was restored to his throne by the feudalists while French troops were 
pressing in on the borders of Pathet Lao. 

May 13 The attacking French troops occupied Luang Prabang 
after taking Vientiane, capital of Pathet Lao. Sisavang Vong 
begged for French protection and a puppet government was formed 
with his son at its head. 

Patriots of Pathet Lao set up a Liberation Committee in the 
border regions between Viet-Nam and Pathet Lao to lead the re­
sistance movement of the people. 

May 27 The Viet-Nam National United Front (Lien-Viet) was 
established. This organization united around itself patriotic 
intellectuals, national bourgeoisie, religious sects and all other 
patriotic elements prepared to strive for the independence and free­
dom of Viet-Nam. 
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1946 June 1 . In violation of the Preliminary Agreement between 
Viet-Nam and France that the question of South Viet-Nam should 
be decided through a referendum of the people, the French Com­
missioner in South Viet-Nam, Cedille, took single-handed action in 
forming a government of the "Republic of Cochin-China" with 
Nguyen Van Thinh as the puppet president. In a statement on 
July 21 President Ho Chi Minh said that the Viet-Nam Government 
reaffirmed the status of South Viet-Nam as "an integral part of 
Viet-Nam." He pointed out: "Nam-Bo (South Viet-Nam) is the 
flesh of our flesh and the blood of our blood. This is borne out by 
our common racial origin, our common culture and our common 
historical development. Long before Corsica was French territory, 
Nam-Bo was already a part of Viet-Nam." 

June 28 Violating the Agreement again, the French troops 
launched attacks in the highland areas, the southwestern part of 
Central Viet-Nam. 

July 6 Negotiations were opened between the Viet-Namese and 
French delegations on the questions left unsolved by the Preliminary 
Agreement and the Dalat conference. The negotiations, held at 
Fontainebleau in the suburbs of Paris, were several times broken 
off as a result of French obstruction. 

During the negotiations, the French side persisted in its refusal 
to recognize Viet-Nam's independence in foreign relations and 
proposed in its stead to include Viet-N amese diplomatic personnel 
in certain French embassies and legations abroad. On military 
issues, the French turned their backs on the terms of the Prelimin­
ary Agreement providing for an independent Viet-N amese army and 
insisted on the setting up of a General Staff headed by a French 
general Jor the Federation of Indo-China. The Viet-N amese side 
pointed out that this would rob the Viet-Nam Army of its 
independence. On economic questions, the French scrapped the 
provisions of the Preliminary Agreement concerning Viet-Nam's 
independent finance and insisted that the Viet-Nam customs must 
be put under the control of the so-called Federation of Indo-China. 
The Viet-Namese side pointed out that this was in fact depriving 
Viet-Nam of its sovereign right in regard to financial matters. "It 
deprives Viet-Nam of its main source of budgetary income," the 
Viet-Namese delegation stated. 

August 1 The Office of the French High Commissioner in Indo­
China summoned the representatives of the puppet governments of 
Laos, Cambodia and Cochin-China to a "Federation Conference" at 
Dalat to draft the "constitution" of the so-called Federation of Indo­
China. The aim of the conference was to create an atmosphere 
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detrimental to 
Fontainebleau. 
talks lodged a 

the Viet-Nam-France negotiations in progress at 
The Viet-N amese delegation to the Fontainebleau 

strong pr9test against this conference. 

August 3 
Agreement 
Bae-Ninh. 

French troops moved beyond the areas set by the 
to perpetrate armed provocations and later occupied 

September 14 A 1nodiis vivendi was signed between Viet-Nam 
and France at Fontainebleau after important concessions were made 
by the Viet-N amese delegation in the cause of pea:ce. The modiis 
vivendi reaffirmed the Preliminary Agreement of March 6 and 
provided for the resumption of the talks not later than January 
1947. Both sides agreed to end all hostilities and acts of violence 
and to refrain from arresting any Viet-Namese or Frenchman who 
was loyal to his own country. The Viet-Namese side recognized 
French economic and cultural interests in Viet-Nam and France on 
her part pledged to respect the rights of democracy and freedom of 
the people in the southern part of Viet-Nam. Such major issues as 
Viet-Nam's independence in foreign relations and the sovereignty 
of Nam-Bo (So;th Viet-Nam), remained unsolved. President Ho 
Chi Minh said that although he was not satisfied with the modus 
vivendi yet he held that it was a step forward towards the establish­
ment of normal relations between France and Viet-Nam. Sub­
sequently, both the Viet-N amese and French sides ordered a ceasefire 
in Nam-Bo (South Viet-Nam). The French were in fact, however, 
preparing for a large-scale war. They repeatedly engineered bloody 
incidents in Haiphong, Hanoi and other cities in North Viet-Nam 
as a means of provoking the Viet-Namese side. 

October 15 After forcibly seizing the Viet-N amese customs and 
driving away the Viet-Namese customs officers, the French 
arbitrarily set up their customs control in Haiphong in contravention 
of the Preliminary Agreement concerning the establishment of a 
joint customs committee. 

October 21 The French Command issued a special order to its 
troops calling on them to be prepared to take the initiative in a 
war of intervention at any moment and to draw up accordingly plans 
for attack. The order was intercepted by the Viet-Nam People's 
Army. 

November 8 The second session of the National Assembly of the 
Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam adopted the Constitution. Chapter 
One of the Constitution states: "Viet-Nam is a democratic republic. 
The entire public power rests with the Viet-N amese people as a 
whole, without distinction of race, sex, property, class or creed. 
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1946 The territory of Viet-Nam, compnsmg the northern, central and 
southern parts, constitutes an indivisibie whole." The Constitution 
stipulates that the supreme organ of the state authority is the uni­
cameral National Assembly which is elected in accordance with the 
system of universal suffrage by the method of free, direct and secret 
ballot. All Viet-N amese citizens, men and women of 18 years of 
age and over, have the right to vote. All who are 21 years of age 
and over and can read and write the national language, are eligible 
for election. The Government of Viet-Nam is composed of the 
President,. the Vice-President and the Council of Ministers. The 
President is elected by the National Assembly by a voting majority 
of two-thirds. The mandate of Presidency is for five years. 

November 20 French troops in Haiphong prevented the Viet­
N amese customs from performing its duty and fired on the Viet­
N amese customs personnel and policemen. When the Viet-Nam 
troops fired back in self-defence, this was taken by the French 
authorities as a pretext for their subsequent occupation of Haiphong 
and Lang-Son. 

December 6 President Ho Chi Minh sent an urgent appeal -Co 
the French National Assembly demanding· that the French Govern­
ment order its Command in Viet-Nam to restore conditions in 
Haiphong and Lang-Son to those prevailing before November 20 
and so to implement the modus vivendi and establish a foundation 
for sincere and permanent co-operation between Viet-Nam and 
France. 

December 9 French troops violated the Staff Officers' Agreement 
by sending excessive numbers of foreign legionaries, several times 
more than the quota, to land at Tourane. 

December 12 French troops launched attacks on Mon-Cay, Dinh­
Lap and other places. On the same day, President Ho Chi Minh 
addressed a letter to French Premier Bidault, strongly protesting 
against the violations of the agreement by the French troops and 
demanding that the French Government take appropriate measures. 
December 15 President Ho Chi Minh addressed another message 
to the newly appointed French Premier Leon Blum, demanding that 
the French troops withdraw from the occupied positions and 
cease their provocations so as to prevent the situation from de­
teriorating. President Ho Chi Minh also proposed immediately set­
ting up a mixed commission at Hanoi and another at Saigon for the 
settlement of the disputes as provided for in the terms of the 
Preliminary Agreement. 

December 17 French troops attacked the garrison of the V.iet­
N amese self-defence corps in the An-Ninh district of Hanoi and 
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shelled the district. They set fire to the houses and massacred the 1946 
civilians. The victims included 49 killed and more than 20 injured. 
December 18 President Ho Chi Minh again sent a message to 
French Premier Leon Blum pointing out that acts of provocation 
committed by French troops were creating an atmosphere of war. 
He demanded that the French authorities observe the agreements 
and proposed that a French parliamentary mission should be sent 
to Viet-Nam to investigate the situation. 

On the same day, President Ho Chi Minh cabled Vincent Auriol, 
President of the French National Assembly, stating that despite 
the sincere desire for peace on the part of the government and people 
of Viet-Nam and the fact that Viet-Nam troops and police had been 
ordered to refrain fr.om any reprisals, French provocations were 
increasing considerably. He pointed out that "the present situation 
is the result of a policy aimed at presenting the new French 
Government with the f ait accompli of a militarily subdued Viet­
N am." He demanded that the French Government "take urgent 
steps to bring an end to the present situation." 

On the same day, the premises of Viet-Nam's Ministries of 
Finance and Communications in Hanoi were seized by French troops. 
Moliere, French Commander in North Viet-Nam, issued an ultimatum 
demanding that the Viet-Namese side remove all barricades and 
ramparts, dissolve the self-defence corps and hand over the police 
administration. 

December 19 President Ho Chi Minh again sent an urgent 
appeal to Leon Blum and Vincent Auriol pointing out that the 
situation was seriously deteriorating and demanding an end to the 
French provocations. 

On the same day, President Ho Chi Minh addressed a letter 
to Sainteny, French Commissioner in Hanoi, requesting steps be 
taken by both sides to lessen the tense relations. Hoang Minh Giam, 
representative of Viet-Nam, also called on Sainteny, but was refused 
an interview. 

In the evening, French troops in Hanoi, having completed their 
preparations, started a general offensive. Since then, the French 
had torn up all signed agreements and had carried out large-scale 
aggression against the Viet-Namese people. 

December 20 President Ho, Chi Minh issued a message to the 
nation calling on the people, irrespective of age, sex, political and 
religious beliefs, to jointly drive out the French colonialists and 
save the fatherland. President Ho Chi Minh solemnly declared that 
in defending their hard-won freedom, the Viet-Namese people would 
struggle to the last drop of their blood and that final victory would 
be theirs. 
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1946 December 24 Admiral Thierry d' Argenlieu, French High Com-
missioner in Indo-China, issued a statement in Saigon openly 
declaring that France would not be "bound" by the terms of the 
agreements. He said: "France is not disposed either to compromise 
on or discuss the following points that she considers to be essential: 
the maintenance and development of her present influence, and of 
her economic interests ... and the assurance of the security of the 
strategic bases within the framework of the defence of the Federation 
and of the French Union." D'Argenlieu continued that "under the 
present state of evolution of the peoples of Indo-China, France does 
not intend to give them total independence unconditionally .... " 
In conclusion, he ordered his troops to carry on the war "with vigour, 
determination and courage." 

December 31 The Government of the Democratic Republic of 
Viet-Nam set a memorandum to the French Government, exposing 
all French criminal manoeuvres since March 6. After citing fact 
after fact, it stated: "It indisputably proves the determination of 
the colonialists to re-establish their domination in this country, to 
systematically sabotage the signed agreements, and thus to render 
impossible all sincere and amicable collaboration between France 
and Viet-Nam." The memorandum finally proposed concrete steps 
for a peaceful settlement: that both sides should order a ceasefire 
and withdraw their troops to their original positions, and that the 
French side should stop sending reinforcements. It also proposed 
that both sides should send their competent representatives to discuss 
all unsolved issues in Paris so as to draft a formal treaty between 
Viet-Nam and France. 

1947 

January 8 President Ho Chi Minh appealed to the Government, 
the National Assembly and the people of France, reiterating the 
Viet-Namese people's demand for independence and unity, their hope 
for a genuine peace and their willingness to co-operate with the 
French people on the basis of equality and sincerity. He pointed 
out that the Viet-Namese people had been dragged into a difficult 
defensive war by the policy of armed conquest pursued by France 
in Viet-Nam. In order to restore peace, President Ho Chi Minh 
once more put forward the following three proposals: immediate 
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cessation of hostilities, setting up of mixed commissions for the im- , 1947 
plementation of the September 14 modus vivendi agreement and 
immediate resumption of negotiations between Viet-Nam and France. 

January H) Answering questions at a press conference, President 
Ho Chi Minh said that the Viet-Namese people were always ready 
to negotiate, always ready to make peace, but they preferred death 

to enslavement. 

January 18 President Ho Chi Minh sent a letter to Vincent 
Auriol, the new French President, appealing for immediate realiza-

tion of peace. 

March 2 French forces launched a large-scale offensive and oc-
cupied Ha-Dong (Tonkin) and other places. 

March 12 The Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet­
N am promulgated the Labour Regulations, establishing the eight­
hour working day, providing free medical service for workers, pro­
hibiting children under 12 from working and granting eight wee~s' 
maternity leave to women workers. These facts prove that while 
leading the country in an arduous war of resistance, the Viet-N amese 
Government was doing everything possible to improve the living 
conditions of the people. 

March 18 Marius Moutet, Minister for Overseas France, deliver­
ed a speech before the French National Assembly, evading French 
responsibility for the war. In his speech, Moutet slandered the 
Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam, accusing it of having launched 
the war, and tried to drive a wedge between the various nationalities 
in Indo-China. Moutet said that the object of the French Govern­
ment, past and present, remained unchanged, namely "to affirm the 
necessity to maintain the presence of France" in Viet-Nam and "the 
defence of its interests." 

Moutet openly denied the agreement signed by the French Gov-
ernment. He said that the agreement between France and the 
Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam was "the source of misunderstand­
ing between Viet-Nam and us." He rejected the proposal to resume 
neo-otiations put forward by the Viet-Namese Government and talked 
ab~ut France's "superiority" in an effort to frighten the Viet-Namese 

people. 

March 24 Answering questions put forward by Viet-Namese cor­
respondents, President Ho Chi Minh pointed out that since December 
10, 1946, he had appealed eight times to the French Government and 
people, asking for the restoration of peace, but that the French Gov: 
ernment all along had refused to give an answer. President Ho Ch1 
Minh said: "If France still hopes to restore the old colonial regime, 
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1947 our people will wage this war of resistance until complete independ­
ence and national unity has been won." 

April 1 Emile Bollaert succeeded d' Argenlieu as French High 
Commissioner in Indo-China. 

April 25 The Viet-Namese Government sent a message to the 
French Government proposing cessation of hostilities and negotia­
tions to settle peacefully the issue. 

May 12 In reply to the peace proposal made by the Viet-Namese 
side Bollaert sent his representative Paul Mus to the northern part 
of Thai-Nguyen Province to put before President Ho Chi Minh and 
Foreign Minister Hoang Minh Giam French conditions for a cease­
fire. They were: 1. that the Viet-Namese side must surrender its 
arms; 2. that the French army should freely move about or station 
its troops in all localities throughout Viet-Nam. The negotiations 
broke down because the French side insisted on the above-mentioned 
preposterous demands as prerequisites for a ceasefire. 

May 26 President Ho Chi Minh sent an appeal to the French peo­
ple. He pointed out that the French colonialists, blinded by super­
ficial and ephemeral successes, advanced humiliating and unacceptable 
conditions, thus making rapprochement between Viet-Nam and 
France impossible. The responsibility for the continuation of the 
war rested entirely with the French colonial militarists. 

September 10 French High Commissioner in Indo-China Bollaert 
delivered a speech in Ha-Dong (Tonkin) on behalf of the French 
Government. Bollaert's speech revealed the Fren:ch Government's 
new sche~e in its aggression in Viet-Nam. Having failed to rapidly 
conquer Viet-Nam by force of arms, the French Government at the 
instigation of the United States, began to urge Viet-Namese 'traitors 
to come to the fore and organize a puppet government, attempting 
thus to weaken the position of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam. 

In his speech, Bollaert again put forward the old "proposal" 
that France was ready to grant "independence" to Viet-Nam "within 
the French ~nion" but that she must control the diplomatic, military 
and economic affairs of Viet-Nam. Bollaert said that the French 
Government had lost its "faith" in the Viet-Namese Government and 
indicated that it was willing to discuss the above-mentioned "pro­
posal" with persons outside the Viet-Namese Government. Bollaert 
stressed that those who came to negotiate on the traitorous condi­
tions must acce~t his proposal in its entirety. Because, he said, the 
proposal "constitutes an indivisible whole which it is necessary to 
accept or reject in toto. We cannot indulge in any bargaining .... " 

September 18 Ex-emperor Bao Dai of Annam issued a statement 
in Hongkong in connection with Bollaert's "proposal." Bao Dai in-
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dicated that he would serve as a "representative of the Viet-Namese 1947 
people" in "conducting negotiations" with France. 

On the previous day, President Ho Chi Minh issued a statement 
saying that Bao Dai had taken an oath of allegiance to the Viet­
N amese Government and people. "Consequently Mr. Vinh Thuy can 
only consider himself qualified to negotiate if he is duly authorized 
by the Government of the Viet-Nam Republic," he said. 

September 22 William Bullitt, former U.S. Ambassador to 
France, arrived in Indo-China to confer with Bollaert before proceed­
ing to Hongkong to meet Bao Dai. 

According to Jobez, French Consul in Hongkong, Bullitt gained 
a "favourable impression" of Bao Dai and thought it was possible 
"to arrive at a solution" by making use of Bao Dai. 

Another task of Bullitt was to explore the possibility of acquir­
ing Indo-Chinese resources by the United States. In his cable to the 
French Government, Bollaert stated: "Mr. Bullitt seems to show 
special interest in economic questions. . . . I have asked my eco­
nomic personnel to give Mr. Bullitt the information he has asked 
for." 

September 28 President Ho Chi Minh replied to questions sub­
mitted by Viet-Namese correspondents on the negotiations between 
Bao Dai and France. He said: "This is another manoeuvre 9f the 
French imperialists, made in the hope of dividing our people, to set 
us against each other. . . . However, the Viet-Namese people have 
learnt from their bitter experiences and will not be duped by the 
French." 

October 8 France set up a puppet government in south Viet-Nam 
with Nguyen Van Xuan, a French citizen of Viet-Namese origin, as 
"premier." 

October 10 The French military authorities threw 15,000 army, 
navy and air force men (the number was increased later) from dif­
ferent parts of Indo-China, into an attack in the mountainous areas 
in North Viet-Nam. They occupied Dai-Thi and Tuyen-Quang. This 
was what the French called winter offensive. The Viet-Nam Peo­
ple's Army launched extensive guerilla warfare to resist the French 
forces. This campaign lasted more than two months and the Viet­
N am People's Army scored great successes. 

November 2 President Ho Chi Minh denounced Bollaert's scheme 
to grant false independence to Viet-Nam. He pointed out that 
France had been reduced to the status of a U.S. satellite and warned 
Bao Dai that if he became a puppet of France he would spell his 
own doom. 
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1947 December 6 Aboard a French warship in the Ha-Long (Along) 
Bay, Bao Dai and Bollaert began discussions on the formation of a 
puppet government. 

December 23 The Viet-Nam People's Army smashed the French 
winter offensive and wiped out more than 7,500 French troops. The 
Viet-Nam People's Army recovered Dai-Thi and Tuyen-Quang and 
advanced as far as the outlying areas of Hanoi. Valluy, Commander­
in-Chief of French armed forces in the Far East, was replaced 
by R. Salan. In the one year since December 1946, when the French 
forces launched their all-out war, they had lost more than 60,000 
troops in killed or wounded. Although the French forces had oc­
cupied Hanoi, Hue and other cities, most of the territory were still 
in the hands of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam. The Viet­
Namese national war of liberation passed from the defensive stage 
to a stage of stalemate. 

1948 

January 29 The French police in Paris illegally arrested Tran 
Ngoc Danh, head of the Viet-Namese delegation in France. The 
nation-wide protest of the French people finally forced the French 
authorities to set him free. 

February After the defeat suffered by the French forces in their 
offensive in the Dong-Thap-Muoi Plain, a base of the People's Army 
in South Viet-Nam, Salan, acting Commander-in-Chief of the French 
armed forces in the Far East, was removed and replaced by Blaizot. 

May 20 France reorganized the puppet government of South 
Viet-Nam into the "provisional central government of Viet-Nam" 
with Nguyen Van Xuan as chairman. 

June 5 Bollaert and Bao Dai signed the "Agreement of the Ha­
Long Bay" aboard a French warship in the Ha-Long Bay. Accord­
ing to the agreement, France "recognizes the independence of Viet­
N am" but Viet-Nam must "proclaim its adhesion to the French 
Union" and must "respect the rights and interests of French na­
tionals." France now formally began to foster the puppet Bao Dai 
regime in the hope of achieving her hitherto unsuccessful colonial 
plan by pursuing a policy aimed at making "the Viet-Namese fight 
the Viet-Namese." But even the Paris paper L'Aurore questioned 

22 

whether these men, handpicked by France, are representative. 
"What are they other than puppets~" the paper asked. 

June 7 President Ho Chi Minh issued a statement on the""Agre~­
ment of the Ha-Long Bay (Baie d'Along)." He declared: We ":"ill 
never recognize any treaty signed by the puppet ~overnment with 

f · power" He also declared that the Viet-Namese Gov-
any oreign · d" t th l s 
ernment and people would punish the traitors accor mg o e aw 

of the state. 
June s Paul Coste-Floret, Minister for Overseas Fr~nce, made a 
statement before the French National Assembly, sayrng that the 
Agreement of the Ha-Long Bay did not sign~fy imm~diate restora­
tion of peace or French recognition of the umty of Viet-Nam. The 
status of Cochin-China would remain unchanged, he declared. 

June 15 The Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet-
N am denounced Bao Dai and Nguyen Van Xuan as traitors. 

September At the end of the month, Bao Dai _met Bullitt in 
Geneva. Bullitt urged Bao Dai to come to terms with France and 

promised him U.S. aid. 

November 22 The Government of the Democratic Republic ?f 
Viet-Nam applied, through its delegation in France, for membership 
in the United Nations Organization. It undertook to accept un­
reservedly the principles of the United Nations Charter and to fulfil 
the obligations defined by the Charter. 

December Commenting on the desperate situation of _the Frenc~ 
forces the Union Fran<;aise, organ of the French colomal auth?ri-

t . s'aid· "We continue to hold the major cities while the Viet-
ies, . . . h y· t N ) 

Minh controls the countryside of Cochm-Chma (Sout _ie - am 
and the forest areas in the east. In Annam (Central Viet-Nam_), 
most of the coast is in the hands of the Viet-Minh ... · In Tonkm 
(North Viet-Nam), we can only control Haiphong a~d the ~oa~t 
along the Ha-Long Bay. . . . In the hinterland, we still r~mam. m 
the cities and hold some of the highways and let the Viet-Mmh 
occupy entirely the fields and woods on both sides of the highways. 
They attack our convoys and kill our troops." 
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1949 1949 

January 17 Guy Mollet, Secretary-General of the French Social­
ist Party, wrote to French Premier Henri Queuille asking the French 
Government to negotiate with the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam 
in order to end the Indo-China war. Speaking of the French at­
tempts to conquer Viet-Nam by force and to make use of Bao Dai, 
Mollet said: "These two attempts have failed." Mollet pointed out: 
"No military solution has been achieved and everyone knows now it 
can never be. . . . Negotiations with Bao Dai cannot bring about 
an agreement with the people of Viet-Nam. The former emperor 
does not have any authority in this country ... it is absurd to put 
confidence in such a man." Mollet declared: "If we want peace, we 
must deal with those who are waging the war, not with those who 
do not represent anything in the enemy camp." Mollet finally warn­
ed the French Government: "The policy, if it is continued, will lead 
to the loss of Indo-China under the most humiliating conditions." 

January 26 The U.S. Government, through its embassy in France, 
informed the French Government that the United States indirectly 
favoured French efforts to set up a Viet-Namese government under 
Bao Dai. 

March 8 French President Vincent Auriol and Bao Dai signed a 
"Franco-Viet-Nam Agreement" in Paris. The agreement stipulated 
that the diplomatic activities of the puppet Viet-N amese regime must 
be "co-ordinated with" those of the French and that Viet-Nam might 
send diplomatic missions to certain foreign countries but only with 
the consent of France. Before conducting diplomatic negotiations, 
Viet-Nam must submit plans to France to be "examined" by the 
French High Council, and should maintain "contact" with the French 
embassy. Agreements concluded by Viet-Nam might come into force 
only after having been "approved" by the High Council of the French 
Union. In the military field the Viet-Namese forces should be or­
ganized on the French pattern and their weapons should be ordered 
from France. French troops might be stationed in Viet-Nam and 
might freely move between the various bases. In time of war, Viet­
N amese troops should be put under French command. On judicial 
questions, "mixed courts" should be established to deal with cases 
involving the non-Viet-N amese. If a French national was involved 
his case must be dealt with according to French law. In the cul~ 
tural field, France might "freely" set up schools in Viet-Nam and 
Viet-Nam should ensure that French was taught in most of the 
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Viet-N amese schools. On the economic and financial questions, the 1949 
legal status of the enterprises and properties of French nationals 
in Viet-Nam "cannot be altered" without the agreement of the French 
Government. France could "freely invest in Viet-Nam." Before 
introducing new taxes involving French nationals, Viet-Nam must 
"consult their commissioners." 

A spokesman of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam issued a 
statement on the agreement signed by Bao Dai. He said that the 
agreement signed by Bao Dai was a traitorous treaty and that this 
farce concocted by France was absolutely useless. The Viet-Namese 
Government and people would follow the path shown by President 
Ho Chi Minh and would fight with redoubled effort until complete 
independence and unification of Viet-Nam were achieved. 

March 10 The Assembly of the French Union ratified the "Franco­
Viet-N am Agreement," the Communist members of the Assembly 
rose and shouted "Down with the shameful war of aggression against 
Viet-Nam" and walked out of the hall in protest. Some non-Com­
munist progressive members of the Assembly joined this protest. 

Jacques Mitter and, member of the Assembly of the French 
Union, opposed the "Franco-Viet-Nam Agreement" in a speech be­
fore the Assembly on the 9th. Mitterand pointed out that the French 
Government's policy of using Bao Dai did not change the essence of 
the war policy followed by France and could only serve the purpose 
of making "Viet-Namese fight Viet-Namese for interests other than 
those of the Viet-N amese." Mitterand pointed out that this policy 
"has suffered defeat, more defeat and always defeat." He warned 
the French Government to be "careful" and asked it immediately 
cease hostilities in Indo-China and conduct negotiations with the 
Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam. He said: "The 
French people know and deeply appreciate the intellectual honesty, 
rigorous patriotism and rigid loyalty of Ho Chi Minh." 

May 8 The Hanoi military tribunal of the Democratic Republic 
of Viet-Nam decided to indict Bao Dai on the charge of jeopardizing 
the independence of the country. 

June 14 In Saigon in the French-occupied zone Bao Dai became 
puppet emperor and began to form a government. 

Bao Dai's assumption of the puppet role evoked widespread op­
position of the Viet-Namese people in the French-occupied zone. More 
than six thousand students in Saigon went on strike in protest. 
Meanwhile, more than four hundred intellectuals in Saigon pledged 
their support of the legal Viet-N amese Government led by President 
Ho Chi Minh. 

U.S. and British bourgeois press made no scruples about speak-
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1949 ing of the puppet nature of the Bao Dai regime. The British maga­
zine New Statesman and Nation said that Bao Dai could exist only 
with the support of French bayonets. Another British weekly 
Economist said that there was nothing to prove that the Bao Dai gov­
ernment could exist without French military support. The American 
bi-weekly Reporter said that the Bao Dai government could in no 
way be called independent as even the conduct of its foreign relations 
was controlled by France. . . . In fact, the magazine said, Bao Dai 
had never had any popular support. . . . Ho Chi Minh had been 
and was still the country's indisputable leader and the U.S. Govern­
ment was trying in vain to turn back the irresistible tide. 

July 19 In Paris, Sisavang Vong, puppet king of Laos, signed a 
treaty with French President Vincent Auriol. The treaty stipulated 
that France was entitled to station troops in any bases it considered 
useful on the territory of Pathet Lao; that, with certain exceptions, 
relations between Pathet Lao and other countries would be handled 
by French embassies abroad; that France could exploit the natural 
resources of Pathet Lao and that the puppet Lao government must 
supply French nationals with travelling and housing facilities. 

July 20 The Bao Dai government subjected the people to a reign 
of terror. From July 7 to 20, about one hundred innocent Viet­
Namese were arrested in South Viet-Nam alone. 

Augus.t The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Democratic Re­
public of Viet-Nam issued a statement declaring null and void all 
the treaties signed by the Bao Dai government with foreign countries. 

August 7 The Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam withdrew its 
delegation from France. 

October 2 The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Democratic 
Republic of Viet-Nam issued a statement on the attempt of the Bao 
Dai government to send a delegation to the countries in Southeast 
Asia to negotiate the establishment of diplomatic relations with them. 
The statement pointed out that the Bao Dai government was not 
qualified to represent Viet-Nam and that the Government of the 
Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam, established through general elec­
tions, was the sole legal government of Viet-Nam. 

October 31 The Permanent Committee of the World Congress of 
the Defenders of Peace adopted a resolution calling for "immediate 
and direct negotiations under international auspices to bring about 
the ending of current wars, especially in Greece, Viet-Nam; Indo­
nesia and Malaya." 

November 8 A "Franco-Cambodian Treaty" was signed in Paris 
by a representative of N orodom Sihanouk, puppet king of Cambodia, 
and a representative of France. The treaty stipulated that the ludo-
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Chinese piastre would be the only currency in K~mer which was i~ 
the franc zone; that French troops might be stationed on the ter_ri­
tory of Khmer; that Khmer must secure 1'.rench consent to establish 
diplomatic relations with foreign countries; _and ;~at the French 

ld · the same "treatment as the nationals of Khmer. wou receive 

N
. b 19 Over one hundred French soldiers surrounded the 

ovem er . · v· h An 
Thank-Link and Luu-Cuong overseas Chmese farms m . m : 

P 
· · Vi"et Nam Breaking into the farms, the French soldiers 

rovmce m - · Ch" 
brutall beat up men (Chairman Li Hai of the O_verse_as. . mese 

A 
· Yt. an old man over 60 years of age, received lllJUries all 

ssocia ion, ·k d I t d 
over his body), raped women by turns, ransacked trun s an oo e · 
When they withdrew they took away all the fowls, ducks, co:ws. a~d 
pigs and burned or destroyed all bar::is and fm.:niture. The victimiz­
ed overseas Chinese were made destitute. 

N b 29 Chou En-lai Foreign Minister of the Central 
ovem er ' . · · d t t -

People's Government of the People's Republic of C~m~ issue_ a s a e 

t 
· t" out that while the Chinese Peoples Liberation Army 

men porn mg · . Ch" th K o-
daily approaching the southwest frontier of ma, e u 

:~~tan brigands hoped to get to Viet-Nam 3:nd other places, attempt­
ing to ~urn them into their bases from which to stage. ~ come~ac~ 

t e moment He solemnly declared that wipmg ou a 
at an oppor un · . · h h k ble 
the armed forces of the reactionary Kuommtang is t e ~n~ a ~r 

olic of the Central People's Government of the Peop:e s epu. ic 
Pf c~· No matter where the Kuomintang forces might flee, the 
~entr~~aPeople's Government reserved the right to raise the ma~ter, 
while the o-overnment of any country which gave shelt~r to ~~e uo~ 
mintang a~ed forces must be held responsible for its ac ion an 
bear full responsibility for the consequences. 

December 14 Hoang Minh Giam, Foreign Minister of the Democ-
tic Re ublic of Viet-Nam, issued a statement on the ~efence of 

~~e nort:ern borders of Viet-Nam. It pointed out that with F~:ch 
:~tance the Kuomintang bandit troops had fled to the nor ern 

a~;; of Viet-Nam and might possibly coll~borate with the French 
~orces in military actions against the Viet-Namese people.t ~h~ 
G t Of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam pro es e 

overnmen . d F nd 
ao-ainst the collusion of the Kuomintang ~hque an ra:ice a 
o;dered the Viet-Namese forces to def~nd Viet-Namese territory. 

D b 15 The Executive Bureau Meeting of the Permanent 
ecero er f p d ted 

C "tt f the World Congress of the Defenders o eace. a op 
ommi ee 0 • against the 

l for the cessation of the aggressive wars 
an appea . · I d · Malaya and 

1 · 11 the aggressive wars. in n onesia, peop es especia Y · · d 
Viet-N~m. It called for "direct and immediate negotiations un er 

international auspices." 
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1949 December 28 From December 14 to 28 t t 
K · . ' wen y-seven thousand 

uommtang bandit troops ui:der the command of Pai Chung-hsi. who 
had been routed by the Chmese People's Liberation Army fi~d t 
Cao-Bang, Lang~Son, Nam-Quan, Dong-Dang and other p'laces i~ 
the French~occup1ed zone in Viet-Nam. The French side claimed that 
these bandit troops had been disarmed and detained It 1 
a t d th t th · · a so guar-1: ee a. ese bandit troops would not be returned to the Kuo-
mmtang chque, nor that they would be integrated with the Fren h 
forces or the puppet Bao Dai troops. c 

th In rea~ity, howe~er, the 1'.rench side had concentrated part of 
ese bandit troops m the Tien-Yen and Chin Th H 

1 ·O' th f . - uyen oa areas 
a o~.,, e coast o Viet-Nam and had sent them in groups to China's 
":aman Island (which was then still in the hands of the Kuomintan 
chq.ue) to be ~anded over to the Kuomintang gang leaders to continu! 
their war agamst the Chinese people. Part of the Kuomintang bandit 
troops had been secretly integrated with the French d B 
D · f . . an puppet ao 

3:1 orces stationed m Lang-Son, Loc-Binh and An-Chau Other 
umts of the bandit troops had been turned into "V1"et N . 1 
t " d - amese vo un-
e.ers un er the . com::riand of Vo Hong Khanh, a member of the 
V1et-N~mese N~t10nahst Party, who co-operated with the French 
forces m attackmg the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam. 

December 30 In Sai B D · , · " . . . gon, ao a1 and Leon P1gnon, French Hi h 
;ommrnsion~r, signed an agreement for the "transfer of administr~-
ive power. The agreement confirmed the colonial status of the 
~r::s ~nder Bao Dai's control. It stipulated that in the military 

el ' t e number of puppet troops would be determined b the 
French, that French instructors would be employed in time of yeace 
and that the puppet forces would be under French command · pt' ' 
of wa · · th fi ld in ime r' m e e of finance and economy the v· t N 

ld b · ' ie - amese cur-
rency wou e Included into the franc bloc and any change in the 
exchange rate between the Viet-Namese currency and th f 
would have first to be approved by France. e ranc 

1950 

Ja~u~ry 9 More than two thousand students in Saigon sent a 
petition to Bao Dai's "Ministry of Education" and "the p . ' 
office" of th "S th v· rem1er s 

e ou Iet-Namese government," demanding the re-
lease of the five secondary school students illegally arrested in Nov-
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ember 1949. The French authorities and the puppet police authori- 1950 
ties gave the order to machine-gun the unarmed students. As a 
result, scores of students were killed or wounded. Prior to this, 
Viet-Namese students in the French-occupied areas had carried out 
extensive strikes in November and December of 1949, in protest 
against the action of the French authorities in arresting the students. 

January 12 Workers, students and shopkeepers in Saigon and 
Cho-Lon went on strike to mark the funeral of the students massacred 
on the 9th. One hundred and thirty thousand people joined in the 
funeral demonstration. The first national congress of the Union of 
Viet-Nam Youth decided to fix January 9, as the day of struggle 
against French colonialism for all Viet-N amese youth and students. 

January 14 President Ho Chi Minh issued a statement declaring 
that the Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam was 
prepared to establish diplomatic relations with any government which 
desired to co-operate with it on the basis of equality, and mutual 
respect for national sovereignty and territorial integrity. 

January 15 The Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet­
N am recognized the Government of the People's Republic of China 
and expressed its willingness to establish diplomatic relations with 
the latter and exchange ambassadors. 

January 18 The Central People's Government of the People's Re­
public of China recognized the Government of the Democratic Re­
public of Viet-Nam as the lawful government representing the will 
of the Viet-N amese people and expressed willingness to establish 
diplomatic relations and exchange ambassadors. 

On the same day, Foreign Minister Chou En-lai of the Central 
People's Government of the People's Republic of China sent a note 
to Robert Schuman, French Foreign Minister, protesting against the 
slaughter and persecution of overseas Chinese in Viet-Nam by French 
forces. The protection of the legitimate rights of overseas Chinese, 
the note stated, was the unswerving policy of the Chinese Govern­
ment. The atrocities perpetrated by French armed forces against 
overseas Chinese in Viet-Nam could not be tolerated by the Chinese 
people and the responsibility for these atrocities should be fully borne 
by the French Government. The Central People's Government of 
the People's Republic of China reserved all rights to raise demands 
in connection with the above-mentioned and similar incidents. 

January 24 Philip C. Jessup, U.S. Ambassador at large, arrived 
in Saigon on an "inspection" tour. After meeting French officials 
and officials of the puppet Viet-N amese government, he arrived in 
Hanoi on the 27th to see Bao Dai. Jessup handed to Bao Dai a letter 



·1950 from U.S. Secretary of State Dean Acheson expressing great satis­
faction over the French transfer of "administrative powers" to Bao 
Dai. 

January 27 The Political Bureau of the French Communist Party 
adopted a resolution, pointing out that only the Democratic Republic 
of Viet-Nam headed by Ho Chi Minh truly represented the - Viet­
N amese people who were struggling for freedom and independence 
and that the founding of this Republic was the outcome of the libera­
tion movement against the Japanese aggressors. It stated that the 
French colonialists were fighting against the Democratic Republic 
of Viet-Nam and were fostering a puppet regime which was repudiat­
ed by the masses of the Viet-Namese people. 

January 30 The Government of the Soviet Union recognized the 
Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam and decided 
to establish diplomatic relations with it. After this, the Government 
of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam was recognized by the 
Democratic People's Republic of Korea on January 31 bv Czech­
oslovakia on February 2, by Rumania on February 3, by' Poland and 
Hungary on February 4, by Bulgaria on February 8, and by Albania 
on March 13. 

The Political Bureau of the French Communist Party issued a 
statement hailing the recognition of the Democratic Republic of Viet­
N am by the Soviet Union, China and the People's Democracies as 
~iving expressio~ to the policy of respecting the legitimate aspira­
tions of the vanous peoples for freedom and national independence. 

February In early February, more than seven thousand fuO'itive 
Kuomintang bandit troops in the French-occupied areas in Viet-Nam 
aided and abetted by the French, raided Kwangsi Province in Chin~ 
an~ occupi:d .shui~oukuan, on the southwest border of Kwangsi. 
Pnor. to th1~ m ~Id-January, some Kuomintang bandit troops had 
occupied Chmteh, m Szelo County, southwest Kwangsi Province in 
co-ordination with French troops. ' 

February 7 U.S. Government recognized the puppet Bao Dai 
government and the puppet governments of Laos and Cambodia. 

February 13-15 U.S. diplomatic representatives in the Far East 
held a conference in Bangkok. It was presided over by U.S. Ambas­
sador at large Jessup who had just visited Viet-Nam. At this con-

. ference it was decided to give military and economic aid to Bao Dai. 
L~t:r the United States announced that $20 million out of the $75 
mrlhon sla~ed for aid to the Chiang Kai-shek bandits would be given 
to Bao Dar as urgent military aid. 

. An article carried in the February 12 issue of the New York 
Times revealed the true intention of the United States towards In do-
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China. The paper said: "Indo-China is a prize worth a large gamble. 
In the north are exportable tin, tungsten, zinc, manganese, coal, lum­
ber and rice; and in the south are· rice, rubber, tea, pepper, cattle. 
and hides. . . . Indo-China and Burma are Southeast Asia's rice 
bowls. . . . From the military standpoint Indo-China is equally im­
portant, forming an 800-mile-long land bridge between Communist 
China and British Malaya and with a common frontier with both 
Burma and Thailand. Its two main harbours of Haiphong and 
Saigon are excellent bases. . . " . 

The Wall Street Journal stated in its February 27th issue: 
"Acheson's advisors told him that backing Indo-China would be 
practical." The journal also quoted an American "Far E~st _au­
thority" as saying, "It's going to be a long, hard and expensive Job. 
If it works it will be worth the cost." 

March 6 A U.S. economic mission headed by Robert Allen Griffin 
arrived in Saigon. The purpose of this mission was to investigate 
the possibility of U.S. investment in Indo-China and the feasibility 
of economic aid by the U.S. Government to Bao Dai. 

March 16 Under the command of Arleigh Burke, Commander of 
the U.S. 7th Fleet, U.S. aircraft carrier·"Boxer" and two cruisers 
sailed into the port of Saigon. At the same time, 71 American 
planes flew low over Saigon to intimidate the Viet-N amese people. 
On the 19th, thousands of people in Saigon, holding national flags of 
the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam, demonstrated at the harbour 
where the American warships lay at anchor in protest against the 
infringement of the territorial air and waters of Viet-Nam by U.S. 
warships. The French and puppet troops opened fire on the demon~ 
strators. Four persons were killed, several hundred injured and 
many arrested. On the following day, workers and students in Sai­
gon went on strike. Protests by the infuriated masses against the 
outrages lasted more than a month. The British magazine New 
Statesman and Nation carried a commentary on this incident. It 
said: "American policy in Asia today is now so unpopular that the 
arrival of their fleet or of military supplies is unlikely to be welcome 
in any part of East Asia. . . . The Viet-Namese, warned of Ameri­
can plans to support Bao Dai in a desperate effort to hold Cochin­
China, which they now believe to be the only potential military and 
naval base on the mainland of Asia, naturally oppose such plans . 
For the past four years their resistance has defeated the efforts of 
150,000 French troops to reoccupy the country, and American sup­
port for Bao Dai, as in the case of Chiang Kai-shek, will chiefly have 
the effect of increasing their determination to fight for the indepen­
dence of their country." 
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1950 March 30 Because of the universal unwillingness of intellectuals 
in the French-occupied areas in Viet-Nam to work for the Bao Dai 
~overnment, Bao . ~ai authorized his ministers to pressgang persons 
mto the puppet civil service. Those who refused to comply with the 
ministerial order would be fined from 500 to ten thousand Viet­
N amese piastres or sentenced to imprisonment. 

April 6 In an appeal to the French people, the 12th Congress of 
the French Communist Party demanded the cessation of the dirty 
war of aggression against the Viet-Namese people. The appeal con­
demned the French ruling clique for forcing Frenchmen to shed their 
bloo~T in th~ criminal war in Viet-~am for the interests of the Banque 
de 1 _ndochme and for the establishment of a strategic outpost for. 
the U.S. war provocateurs. 

April 19 The Khmer People's Congress elected the Khmer Central 
People's Liberation Committee and the executive committee of the 
United Front of Free Peoples. Son Ngoc Minh was elected chair­
man of the Khmer Central People's Liberation Committee. At the 
same time, the Central Committee issued a declaration of indepen­
?ence fo~ free Khm~r, calling on the people throughout the country, 
irrespective of their religious beliefs and political affiliations to 
rise :unanimously to oppose French imperialism and strive for' the 
genume freedom and independence of their motherland. 

May 8 · After secret talks held between U.S. Secretary of State 
Dean Acheson and French Foreign Minister Robert Schuman in 
Paris, a statement was issued to the effect that the United States 
had decided to grant "econo:m,ic aid and military equipment" to 
France and its puppet regimes in Indo-China. 

May 9 Answering questions submitted by Leo Figueres, General­
Secretary of the Union of Republican Youth of France and director 
of the French paper Avant-garde, President Ho Chi Minh said that 
the open intervention in the affairs of Viet-Nam by the United States 
was anti-democratic, bellicose and doomed to meet with the same fate 
as U.S. intervention in China. President Ho Chi Minh pointed out 
that the prerequisite for the restoration of peace in Indo-China was 
the ~otal withdrawal of French troops. Dwelling on the future 
relati~ns between the peoples of Viet-Nam, Pathet Lao and Khmer, 
he said that such relations should be fraternal relations based on 
absolute equality and that there should be mutual respect for national 
independence. 

~fay 12 Leon Pignon, French High Commissioner in Indo-China 
m an interview with the correspondent of the French paper L' Auror~ 
expressed dissatisfaction with the United States for taking advantage 
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:of its "aid" to foster its own interests in Viet-Nam. Pignon said: 
"The arrival of a number of Americans in Viet-Nam has perhaps 
induced some Viet-N amese politicians to turn their eyes towards 
Washington, and away from Paris. We must _not h~de the fact. that 
'the presence of more Americans will cause difficulties for us if we 
are not careful." Pignon stressed that "Frenchmen alone should 

be responsible for" the U.S. aid. 

May 30 The U.S. economic mission headed by Robert Blum 
arrived in Saigon. Blum's mission was 'to stay in Viet-Nam to 
control the use of U.S. aid. Blum declared that the United States 
would grant $23 million as the first year's economic aid to Indo-

China. 
June 19 Inauguration ceremony of Khmer Central People's Libera­
tion Committee (i.e. the Khmer National Resistance _Gov:ernment) ~nd 
the Khmer United Front of Free Peoples. Enthusiastic cele?rations 
were held in the various liberated areas of Khmer. The liberated 
areas in north, southwest,. west and southeast Khm:r had been 
expanded to one third of the territory of the country with a popula­
tion of more than one million constituting more than one fourth of 

the population of the country. 

1950 

June 27 U.S. President Truman declared that he had ordered the 
U.S. navy and air force to participate directly in the _aggressive war 
in Korea and had ordered the U.S. navy to occupy Taiwan. Tru~an 
declared: "I have similarly directed acceleration in the furnis_hmg 
of military assistance to the forces of France and the Associated 
States in Indo-China and the dispatch of a military mission to pro­
vide close working relations with those forces." 

June 29 Representatives of the French Government and the three 
puppet governments of Viet-Nam, Cambodia and L_aos he:d. an 
economic conference in the French city of Pau. Letourneau, Mmrster 
for Overseas France, said at the opening meeting that "France ~oes 
not intend to abandon Indo-China to. itself." Letourneau specia:ly 
stressed that France should control Indo-China's economy. He said: 
"It would be paradoxical that one of the essential elements of the 
wealth of Indo-China before the war and one of the most dependable 
bases of her future-economic and monetary community-should 
completely , disappear with the advent of the independence of the 

three states." 
J"uly 4 President Ho Chi Minh made an appeal to the Amer~can 
"People on American "Independence Day," calling on the Amenca_n 
people to "condemn the French colonial war waged under the aeg~s 
·of the American Government" and pointing out that this war "1s 
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.·1950 
greatly prejudicial to the interests and the reputation of the people 
of America." 

July 15 A U.S .. military mission headed by John Melby, head of 
the Office of Philippines and Southeast Asian Affairs of the U.S. State 
Department and Major-General Graves B. Erskine, Commander of 
the First U.S. Marine Division, arrived in Saigon. The task of this 
military mission was to investigate the "value" of French troops to 
examin~ the ~'inventory" of U.S. military aid requested by Fr;nce 
~nd to mvestigate what bases in Indo-China could be used. During 
its three weeks' stay in Indo-China, the mission visited the front­
line, Khmer, Pathet Lao and the frontier areas of China and Viet­
N am. At the press conference held on the 20th, Erskine declared 
that .the ~.S. aid programme to Indo-China was well under way. 
Erskme said that the French army in Indo-China was not a strong 
enough force to fight communism in Southeast Asia. He stressed 
the importance of training puppet Bao Dai troops. 

July 16 President Ho Chi Minh, in an interview granted to a 
~orrespondent of the Voice of Viet-Nam, spoke on U.S. intervention 
m Indo-China. He condemned the United States for supplying arms 
to France and its puppets to slaughter the Indo-Chinese people and 
for_ bu'.Yfog u? more lackeys to conquer Indo-China. President Ho 
?hi l\!l:_m~ pomted out that the United States had further exposed 
~tself m its scheme to drive France out and occupy Indo-China by 
itself. He declared: "The united strength of the peoples of Viet­
N am,_ ~athet Lao and Khmer will suffice to wipe out the French 
colomahsts and U.S. interventionists. As the U.S. imperialists have 
b~en defeated in China so will they be defeated in Viet-Nam. We 
will meet with many difficulties, but we are sure to win in the end." 

July 31 A spokesman of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam 
stated that on the basis of humanitarianism and friendship towards 
the F~ench people, the Viet-Namese Government was ready to release 
all prisoners of war of the French side. Moreover, the Viet-Namese 
Government ~sked the French people to urge their government to 
release all V1et-Namese patriots held in custody. 

August 10 The first consignment of U.S. war materials arrived 
in Indo-China. 

August 13 The People's Congress of Pathet Lao opened, attended 
b_y more than one hundred representatives of all strata and nationali­
ties and of v~rious religious beliefs from the liberated areas and the 
Fr:nch-occupied areas. The meeting decided to establish a national 
umted front-the Pathet Lao United Front of Free Peoples. It 
elected the Central Executive Committee of the United Front and 

84 

.organized the National Resistance Government of Pathet Lao with 
Souphanouvong as Premier. After :analysing .the home· and inter­
national situation, the congress submitted 12 revolutionary policies 
including: driving out the Fi'_ench eolonialists and opposing interna­
tional imperialist intervention, forming an independent, united Pathet 
Lao and establishing a coalition government; realizing democracy 
and freedom, realizing the equality of· _nationalities; -·formally 
establishing the national army of Pathet Lao; implementing the 
national united front; developing industry, agriculture, and com­
_merce; reducing taxes and rates of interest, wiping out illiteracy, 
developing national.culture and uniting with the peoples of Viet-Nal_ll 
and Khmer. By 1950, the liberated areas of Pathet Lao had been 
expanded to one third of the territory of the country, with a popula~ 
tion of. 360,000, about one fifth of that of the whole country. 

August 19 President Ho Chi Minh issued an appeal to the people 
on the anniversary of the August Revolution and Viet-Nam's Inde­
pendence Day. After recalling the victories of, the Viet-Namese 
people in their struggle against aggression during the last five years, 
he pointed out: "Since the start of war in Viet-Nam the American 
imperialists have been giving all-out assistance to the French 
colonialists. Now they have gone a step further by intervening 
directly in Viet-Nam's internal affairs. That means th~t besides 
our arch enemy-the French colonialists-we have now an~ther 

~nemy-the American interventionists." 

September 15 Hoang Minh Giam, Foreign Minister of the Demo­
cratic Republic of Viet-Nam, in a statement denouncing_ U.S. 
aggression against Korea, China and Viet-Nam, emphatically pointed 
out that the Viet-N amese people would certainly eliminate the Bao 
Dai puppet regime and the French colonialists; and that the Yiet- -
N amese people warmly supported the Korean people and hoped that 
they would win a quick victory. 

September 18 The Viet-Namese People's Army liberated Dong 
Khe ii.ear the northern boundary wiping out a French battalion and 
two French squads, of some six hundred men. The French . defence 
line between LangcSon and Cao~Bang crumbled. 

October 1 More : than 200 representatives of overseas Chinese 
workers and students in Saigon and Cho-Lon gathered in Cho-Lon 
to celebrate the first anniversary of .the founding of the People's 
Republic of China. Many of them were arrested on the spot by 
police dispatched by the puppet Bao Dai government. Three days 
later, puppet police raided the Chih Yung Middle School of Cho-Lon 
and arrested several Chinese .students who: were subsequently tor­
tured by the police. 
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'1950 Octobe~ 3 French troops were forced to retreat from Cao-Bang. 
The V1et-Nam_ese :eople's Army encircled the retreating French 
troops and_ their remforcements, which totalled about 5,800 men, put 
out of action some 5,500 of them and captured their commanders 
Colonel _Le Page and Lt. Colonel Charton. The Viet-Namese People'~ 
Army liberated Cao-Bang and That-Khe. · 

Commenting on the French failure on the north Viet-Nam 
battlefr~~t, The Times (L_ondon) observed on October 13 that the 
defea~ is even more serious than earlier reports indicated." It 
described the People's Army as being "much superior" in nu be 
Th "d th " m r. " e pape;, sa1 at the welcome prospect of American help" was 
sudde~ly shattered. It continued: "The prestige of the Govern­

ment will be affected by the shock now felt throughout the country." 

Octob~r 4. U.S. Defense Department announced the appointment 
of Br1gad1er-General Francis L. Brink as head of the U s Tt aid ad · · . . . . m1 1 ary 
. r v;,~ory m1ss1~n m Indo-?hina, to "assist" the French and puppet 
t oops m an advisory capacity," to "receive and use" the U s T 
tary aid materials. · · mi 

1
-

0n his arrival in Saigon on the 10th, Brink announced that U S 
arms would be delivered "as soon as possible." . . 

October 9 The Viet~Namese Red Cross Society, in a letter to the 
French ~ed Cross Society, asked the latter to send over its liaison 
staff'. to discuss arrangements for returning captured French wounded 
soldiers and bodies of the French dead. Earlier 228 F . h d 
North Af · · ' renc an rican prisoners of war and interned personnel had been 
released by the Viet-Nam People's Army, at the request of the French 
people. 

October 13:1'. A U.S. State Department statement on the talks 
betwe.en Mm1ster of Defense Jules Moch and Minister of Finance 
Maurice Petsche, representing the French side, and Secretary of 
.state Dean Acheson, Secretary of the Treasury John w. Snyder and 
Secretary of _Defense George C. Marshall, for the U.S. side, which 
concluded on Octo?er 17, said: "In addition the United States Con­
gres~ has appropriated for military assistance in the Far East ap­
proxi:rr;atel~ one-half b_illion dollars. -In view of the importance of the 
operations m Indo-Chma, the maJ· or part of thi" · b · d t · d . . s sum 1s emg use 

0 provi e military equipment, including light bombers for the armed 
for:es b~th of F~ance a~d of the Associated States 'of Indo-China. 
This_ assistance will provide a very important part of the equipment 
required by the forces ~ontemplated for activation in 1951 in France 
and fo_r current operations in Indo-China. Deliveries of equipment 
~:ehbe1~g _expedited and, with respect to Indo-China, a particularly 

1g priority has been assigned." 
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October 19 French Prime Minister Rene Pleven stated in the 
National Assembly: ". . . our troops are carrying out an action at 
the same time military and political. . . . It is out of the question 
that this policy should be Teversed .... " He pinned his hope on the 
.foTmation of Bao Dai's puppet troops to save the French troops from 
ultimate defeat, and said that the Indo-Chinese puppet governments 
should have "ardour" and even "fanaticism." He added: "But the 
forces of the French Union must be strengthened by the Viet-Namese 
army, to which we will supply instructors and, with American aid, 

arms." 

October 21 The U.S. Defense Department ·announced that 18 
U .S.-made landing crafts and 6 support landing ships were en route 
to Indo-China to be used there against the increasing manoeuvreability 
and striking force of the Viet-Nam People's Army. 

Two days later, it again announced that 40 Wildcat naval pursuit 
pianes had been turned over by the United States to the French. 

October 24 The Viet-Nam People's Army Headquarters issued a 
communique which stated that lhe People's Army, after putting out 
of action the greater part of the French troops who had fled from 
That-Khe to Nasam and liberating Nasam, had liberated Lang-Son, 
a key post on the northern borders of Viet-Nam, and the neighbour-

ing Dong-Dang and Loc-Binh. 

November 1-2 The Viet-Nam People's Army drove out the French 

troops from Lao-Kay and Hoa-Binh. 

November 11 The French paper l'Hwrrianite carried the joint 
communique of the General Confederation of Labour, the Union of 
French Women, the Union of the Young vVomen of France, and the 
Union of the Republican Youth of France. The communique said 
that, as President Ho Chi Minh had given concrete peace proposals 
to Leo Figueres, General Secretary of the Union of the Republican 
Youth of France, these democratic organizations declared themselves 
ready to be the intermediary for peace talks between France and 
Viet-Nam. They had decided to ask for an interview with Letour­
neau, French Minister for the Associated States, on this problem. 
They would hold the Government fully responsible for the !lhedding 
of blood, the communique said, if the. Government decided to continue 
the inhuman war against the interests of France. 

1950 

November 22 The conference of the National Uri.ited Front of 
Viet-N:;\m, Pathet Lao and Khmer issues a declaration which pointed 
out that an alliance of the peoples of the three countries should be 
formed, on a basis of equality and mutual respect for sovereignty 
and territorial integrity; and that the peoples of the three countries 



1950 should be helped to eradicate the national prejudices inculcated by 
the French imperialists, and oppose the French scheme of setting 
up puppets. The declaration called upon the peoples of the three 
countries to unite still more closely to fight. The unity of the peoples 
of the three countries, the declaration stated, was the most important 
prerequisite of an early victory and the building up of independent, 
free, democratic, prosperous and strong countries. 

On the same day, the Second World Peace Congress, in its appeal 
to the United Nations, called for an end to the war against the 
Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam, pointing out that the war was 
fraught with threat of a world war. 

November 23 A spokesman of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
of the People's Republic of China made a statement protesting 
against the constant intrusion into Chinese ·territory and air, acts 
of armed provocation and strafing and bombing of Chinese troops 
and civilians by the French ground and air forces in Viet-Nam, in 
the regions of the three provinces of Kwangtung, Kwangsi and 
Yunnan bordering on Viet-Nam since November and December of 
1949. After enumerating the various facts, the statement pointed 
out: These actions of the French ground and air forces during the 
past 11 months constituted an encroachment on the territorial 
sovereignty of the People's Republic of China, causing great losses 
in lives and property of the troops and civilians along China's bord­
ers. These actions revealed a premeditated hostility on the part of 
the French imperialists towards the Chinese people. The French 
Government must bear full responsibility and all the consequences 
of these actions. Besides ordering its national defence forces to 
continue to firmly defend the borders and to deal heavy counter­
blows to the provocateurs, the Central People's Government lodged 
a serious protest with the . French Government and reserved full 
rights to demand payment for the losses and make other relevant 
demands. 

On the same day, Rene Pleven, French Premier, in a speech 
made in the French National Assembly, on the one hand tried to 
defend the French defeat in the battle of Cao-Bang, and, on the 
othe.r, admitted: "A solution obtained exclusively by force was 
impossible, for to reconquer Indo-China would need from 300,000 to 
400,000 men." However, " ... we intended to carry out our policy 
without reservation," he said. "Such a policy would also guarantee 
us the maximum support from our Allies." 

November 28 Wu Hsiu-chuan, representative of the Central 
People's Government of the People's Republic of China, made a state­
ment before the U.N. Security Council,· in which he pointed out: 
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"The U.S. armed aggression against Taiwan is inseparable from its 1951 
interference in the internal affairs of the Viet-Nam Republic, its 
support of the French aggressors and their Bao Dai puppet regime, 
and its armed attack on the Viet-Nam people. The people of the 
entire world know that France is the aggressor against Viet-Nam 
and that the Bao Dai regime is a typical puppet regime which cannot 
possibly win any confidence and support from the "."iet-N am. people. 
In supporting this aggressor and this puppet regime agamst the 
people of Viet-Nam, the U.S. Government aims not only at aggressio~ 
against Viet-Nam, but also at threatening the borders of the Peoples 
Republic of China. The Chinese people cannot but be deeply con­
cerned with the unfolding of the aggressive plot of the U.S. Govern-

ment against Viet-Nam." 

December 6 Leon Pignon, French High Commissioner in Indo­
China was dismissed from office. General de Lattre de Tassigny, 
French Chief of the General Staff, was appointed by the French 
Government French High Commissioner in Indo-China. The French 
Government also appointed him to succeed Carpentier as Commander­
in-Chief of the French Forces in Indo-China, in an attempt to save 
France from its disastrous position in Indo-China. 

December 23 The United States signed treaties of military 
assistance with the three Indo-Chinese puppet governments. Since 
in pursuance of these treaties, the United States had the righ.t to 
supervise the use of U.S. aid materials, and U.S. experts were entitled 
to the right of "inspection," it acquired extensive rights to the control 

of Indo-China. 

1951 

January 27 French Premier Rene Pleven left for the United 
States to seek aid from President Truman, in order to save the 
French forces from their predicament in Indo-China. 

January 30 Pleven concluded his talks with Truman. In a joint 
communique issued after the talks, France pledged to support the 
United States in continuing the aggressive war in Korea and agreed 
to the inclusion of West Germany in the North Atlantic bloc. 
France also promised not to relax stepping up her rearmament. 
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1951 .According to the communique, the United States would continue 
to: give military aid to France and her puppets iri Indo-China and 
"the increased quantities of material to be delivered under the' pro­
gramme authorized .•. will· be expedited." 
. Agence France Presse commented on the talks on January 30 
that, as a result of France's willingness to surrender a reasonable 
part of her sovereignty, her harshest critics on the other side of 
the ~tlantic were taking a more tolerant view of her .. 

Fej)ruary 1 The U.S. aircraft carrier Windham Bay arrived in 
Saigon, wi~h 48 fighter planes and a large quantity of aircraft spare 
parts. This was part of . the U.S. military aid agreed upon by 
Truman and Pleven in their talks at the end of January. The num­
ber of U.S. planes in Indo-China had by then increased to 126. 

March 3 . The establishment of the Lao Dong Party of Viet-Nam 
was proclaimed. From February 11 to 19, a National Congress was 
held for the establishment of the party, attended by two hundred 
re_presentatives including Ho Chi Minh, Truong Chinh, Hoang Quoc 
Viet and Vo Nguyen Giap. The Congress adopted a manifesto, a 
programme and party constitution, and elected a Central Executive 
Committee. Truong Chinh was elected General Secretary. 
. On the same day, the two national united fronts of Viet-Nam: 

th~ Viet-Minh (Viet-Nam Independence League) and the Lien-Viet 
(Viet-Nam League of National Union), merged into the National 
United Front of Viet-Nam. A National Congress was convened for 
the merger. It was attended by representatives of various parties 
and people's organizations, by workers peasants public leaders na­
tiOnal ca~italists, enlightened landlords: as well a~ by ;epresenta~ives 
of the V~et-Namese people in the French-occupied areas and by re­
pr:sentatives of overseas Viet-N amese. The Congress adopted a 12-
pomt progr~mme for accomplishing national liberation, consolidating 
a_nd developmg _the people's democratic rule, and for launching na­
tional construction. Ho Chi Minh was elected Honorary President 
and Ton Due Thang President. 

March 11 The conference for the alliance of Viet-Nam, Khmer 
an~ Pathet Lao opened, attended by representatives of the National 
Umted Front of Viet-Nam, the National United Front of Khmer and 
t~e National United Front of Pathet Lao. A manifesto and a resolu­
tion were adopted. The resolution pointed out that the fundamental 
task of the revolution of the three countries was to drive out the 
Frenc~ colonialists and U.S. interventionists, so as to achieve com­
plete mdependence and to build up the three new countries of Viet­
N am, ~athet Lao and Khmer. The conference decided to establish 
the alliance of the ·people of the three countries on the principle of 
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voluntariness, equality, mutual assistance and mutual respect for 1951 
each other's ·sovereignty. The Viet-Nam-Khmer-Pathet Lao People's 
Alliance Committee was formed, composed of representativE)S· of the 

three countries' national united fronts. 

March 16 . The Dutch paper De Waarheid reported that the Na­
tional Council of Frerich Industrialists had submitted a memorandum 
to the French Government, pofoting out that the U.S .. "Economic 
Mission" led by Robert Blum had -0penly intervened in the_ internal 
affairs of Viet-Nam and, with the distribution of U.S. aid as an 
excuse had often compelled Indo-Chinese officials to issue directives 
favouring U.S. :manufacturers. The Americans had established their 
control over tin mining, rubber and rice production in Indo-China. 
As a result, trade between France. _and Indo-China had dropped con­
siderably, while the· volume of trade between the. United States and 
Indo-China had greatly increased. The memorandum pointed out 
that all these data showed the increasing encroachment by U.S. capi­
talists upon the French manufacturers' interests in Indo-China. 

July 25 Thomas Dewey, former Republican presidential candidate, 
and Governor of New York State, arrived. in Saigon for secret talks 
with Bao Dai and puppet premier Tran Van Huu. Dewey gave as 
the purpose of his visit a study ·of the "possibility of military and 
economic aid being speeded up for IndocChina in the light of the 

Korean armistice talks." 

July 27 The puppet government of Bao Dai issued ~ ~ecree ".call,: 
ing to arms sixty thousand men for a two-month trammg period. 

September 4 Hoang Minh Giam, Foreign Minister of the Demo­
cratic Republic of Viet-Nam, issued a statement on the Bao Dai 
government's dispatch of delegates to the San Francisc_o Conference 
to draft a so-called "peace treaty" with Japan, declarmg that Bao 
Dai had no right whatsoever to conclude a treaty with any foreign 
country. on behalf of the Viet-Namese people and that a traitor's 

signature was invalid. 

September 7 General de Lattre de Tassigny, French High Co~­
missioner in Indo-China, went to the United States to ask for aid. 

On the same day, the United States concluded an "Economic Co­
operation Agreement" with the Bao Dai government which a~lowed 
the former further economic expansion in Viet-Nam. Accordmg to 
the agreement, the United States promised to give "economic_ and 
technical assistance~' to the .Bao Dai government, while the Bao 
Dai government pledged to use this aid in ways considered appro­
priate by the United States. The Bao Dai government's use of this 
American aid was subject to approval by the U.S. Government. The 
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1951 B D · ao a1 government also promised t " r . 
tices" on the importation of f . o e immate restrictive prac-
furth?r agreed to "provide ~~=1g~t~~~e~· . The B~o Dai government 
carrymg out the provisions of th" mformat10n necessary for 
information which the Govern ;s fa~eement," and "other relevant 
the Bao Dai government also men .do tot e U .. S.A. may·need." Besides, 
t v· t N agree receive a spe . I U S 0 ie - am to supervise the us f th" . cia · . mission o s e 0 is assistance 

n eptember 8 and 9 the U "ted S . 
agreements with the pup t m tates concluded similar 

. pe governments of Cambodia and L 
S t b aos. 

ep em er 18 General de Lattre de T . 
conference in Washington th t h ass1gny declared at a press 
St~tes was, primarily, to equi; ti: ;:u;e sought. f~~m the United 
bemg set up and another f d' . . puppet div1s1ons that were 
According to a New York T" our IVIs1ons that were being planned 
also demanded that US i~l'ets correspondent, de Lattre de Tassigny. 

· · m1 I ary suppl" · 
war. in Indo-China should rate th ies. g~ven to France for her 
sent to U.S. troops in Korea. e same priority as military supplies 

September 20 General de Lattre . 
before the U.S. National Press Clu de Tass1gny stated in a speech 
France "is devoting now m th b that to the war in Indo-China 

ore an on b"Ir d 
keeps over there permanent! h If e I wn ollars a year; she 
than one-fourth of her ffi Y' a of her career soldiers and more 

o cers corps " He th 
"word" ·that "if you put at the dis · os gave e .Americans his 
war equipment . . . you will be 1 . P a~ of m! soldiers arms and 

Paul Reyn d f osmg neither time nor money." 
au ' a ormer French Pr · 'd . 

Americans in August 1951 . "You A e~ier, sai ' m a speech to the 
89 per cent of the natur~l bb mericans obtain from Indo-China 
consume. Consequently "t . ru er and 52 per cent of the tin you 
d ' I is more your inter t th efending in Indo-China." es s an ours we are 

September 21 De Lattre d T . 
U.S. Government In th e ass~gn~ concluded his talks with the 
U •t • . e commumque issued ft th 

m ea States declared that "th a er e talks, the 
Indo-China has been recon "d de programme of military aid to 
d . s1 ere : at the sa t• 
ehvery of a great numb f . . me ime, the tempo of 
·d er o categories of t · l . s1 erably improved." Th U S G ma eria will be con-

t} , . e · · overnment was k' , 
1~ 'mcrease of aid to the French . ma mg a study of 

Chma within the framework f th and V1et-Namese forces in Indo­
of 1952." 0 e programme of the fiscal year 

The Viet-Nam News A enc 
by stating that, no matter w~at Y.;~~mented on this on October 6 
give the French colonialists "tha1 e American imperialists might 

·11 ' e tendency of th . v· 
WI never be changed w·th th e war m iet-Nam 

. l e sympathy and support of the power-
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ful camp of peace and democracy, the Viet-Namese people will win 
final victory if only they fight on with redoubled effort." 

November The Government of the Democratic Republic of 
Viet-Nam issued a statement condemning the French for their policy 
of "feeding war with war," and of "using Viet"Namese to fight Viet­
Namese." The statement pointed out that the French colonialists 
and U.S. interventionists were making every effort to carry out such 
a policy in areas under their control. They were striving to set up 
a puppet army to fight against the Viet-Namese people. Such a 
policy consisted in imposing the most barbarous oppression and 
exploitation on the Viet-Namese people, as well as in hoodwinking 
the Viet-Namese people by every possible means. The statement 
pointed out that the adoption of such a policy by the French testified 
to the fact that they were already unable to cope with the resistance 
of the Viet-N amese people by their own strength. This policy was 
doomed to failure. It was arousing the hatred of all the Viet-Namese 
people, first of all of those in occupied areas, and strengthening their 
determination to fight. The statement called upon the Viet-Namese 
people to concentrate their efforts, so as to defeat the enemy's brutal 
plan of "feeding war with war," and "using Viet-Namese to fight 
Viet-N amese." 

November 7 The Second Session of the World Peace Council 
adopted a Resolution on Viet-Nam and Southeast Asia which pointed 
out: "Among the conflicts in progress in Southeast Asia, the World 
Councii of Peace notes that the development of war in Viet-Nam, 
which involves Laos and Cambodia, is increasing the danger of a 
new world war. The World Council of Peace calls for an immediate 
ceasefire in Viet-Nam and demands that there should likewise be 
negotiations for a general settlement of the conflict, a settlement 
which makes obligatory the withdrawal of foreign troops." 

November 19 Georges Bidault, French Defence Minister, declared 
at a press conference that the war in Indo-China cost France one 
thousand million francs a day, and that 40,000 French officers and 
non-commissioned officers were serving in Indo-China, representing 
one-third of French cadres. Each year, he said, a full promotion of 
officers was wiped out there. "If it were not for Indo-China," he said, 
"I think we would have nothing to ask." 

November 22 Daladier, a former French Premier, wrote in the 
French paper L'Information: "In 1951 alone, the official figure of 
our military expenditure in Indo-China reached 330,000,000,000 francs. 
Owing to the rise in prices and also to the constant increase of the 
effectives of the French Expeditionary Corps, which now amount to 
188,000 men, we must expect, for the fiscal year of 1952, an augmenta-
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1951 ±ion of expenditure of some 100 000 000 000 f . W . . 
the Indo-China . ' . ' _ " · rancs. e reah~e that 
sit t" d wl ar has the .most serious ;repercussions on our financial 
. . ua ion an a so on our militar "t t" 

· d . . . . Y si ua ion· · · . We cannot see a 
sp.ee y and v1cto.nous conclusion to the war. which has 1 t d 1 d 
fiv d h" . . . ' as e a rea y 
of ~yea~s, an w ich is very similar to the Spanish war in the time 

apo eon and to the Mexico expedition under the Second Empire." 
D_ecember 29 Jean Let F. · · 
States told th F . h -ou;neau, r.ench Mm1ster for the Associated 
the 1g52 b d \ ;enc h National ~ssembly, which was then debating 
hea u g;, or t_ e Indo-Chma war, that France . had suffered 

vy l~sse~.. There is no purely military solution " he said "But 
we ne: m1bta~y strength which may lead to a p~litical soiution ,, 

~:0;;1~o~~a:f m 19~0 and 1951,. t~e United States had deliver~d 
1 . . . mater~al, 60,000 m1lhon francs in value. Under the 

952 U.S. m1htary aid programme 45 000 ·11· f 
allotted u t J ' ' mi ion rancs had been 

t ,, P 0 
. u~e, when the American :fiscal year ends. "This 

amoun ' h: said, was expected to be increased." . 
Ch. Accordmg to. a repo~t, on the French military budget for Indo-

ma presented by Frederic Dupont of the F" C . . 
of th F h . . mance omm1ss1on 
b. e renc National Assembly, the 1952 Indo-China militar 
budget amount~d. to 326,093 million francs (the 1951 budget ha~ 
28e3en321789,0_911~ m1lfhon francs, while actual expenditure amounted to 

' m1 ion rancs) · th ·1·t ' e mi I ary personnel estimate fo 1952 was 173,000 men. r 

Howeve~, Dalad~er, a former French Premier and leader of 
French. Radical Socialist Party, estimated that the 1952 mil"t the 
expenditure for the · I d . . I ary 

·11· . f war m . n o-Chma would amount to 430 000 
m1 ion rancs He said th t F h . ' 
paddy fields of Indo-China. a ranee ad become a pris9ner to the 

. FP~erre Courant, Minister of Budget, told the National Assembly 
~n e rua~y 1952 that the 1952 military expenditure for the 
m Indo-Chma would amount to 450 000 ·11· f war · .1. ' m1 ion rancs and th d d m1 itary personnel would reach 202 000 e nee e , men. 

1952 
February 9 The F · h · 

. . renc paper Le Monde carried the last of 
~~:1~:i~f a~tic~~ on 1'.'rance'~ a~gressive war in Indo-China by Rober~ 
only "s~sta~" t~es~=· bG~1llat1nhaldmitted that American aid could 

' u no e P "defeat the Viet-Minh." "The 
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example of Korea has shown ... " he said, "that aviation does not 
constitute a decisive superiority for the Americans." 

Guillain said that the formation of an ludo-Chinese puppet army 
"needs a long time. It will immobilize a great number of French 
cadres.... The war will remain 'our' war: we alone shall pay the 
price of the sacrifices, an excessive price as regards the capabilities 
of France as well as her needs in Europe, and furthermore a price 
which will not be sufficient for obtaining a decisive victory." Guillain 
demanded that the French Government make a careful study, as 
soon as possible, of the question whether to remain in Indo-China 
or leave it. 

February 23 The Viet-Nam People's Army liberated Hoa-Binh, 
capital of Hoa-Binh Province. 

February 24 General Vo Nguyen Giap, Commander-in-Chief of 
the Viet-Nam People's Army, issued a statement saying that de 
Lattre de Tassig~y's attempt to regain the initiative in the war had 
failed. The battle for Hoa-Binh, he said, had shown that neither 
de Lattre de Tassigny nor the U.S. interventionists could avert failure 
in their war of aggression against Viet-Nam. 

March 13 In testifying before Congress, U.S. Secretary of Defence 
Robert Lovett said: "The strategical, geographical position of the 
area, as well as the vitally important raw materials, such as tin 
and rubber, which it supplies, makes it important for us to maintain 
an effective support of the French Government." 

March 15 The French paper Le Monde carried an article entitled 
"Indo-China and France," which pointed out that the war in Indo­
China was "exhausting our living forces .... France is bleeding. Her 
forces are declining; ... " "The remedy is to stop the hostilities in 
Indo-China,'' the article concluded. 

April 1 The French Government appointed Jean Letourneau High 
Commissione1· in Indo-China to succeed de Lattre de Tassigny who 
had died of illness in France. At the same time, General Salan vvas 
appointed Commander-in-Chief of the French forces in Indo-China. 

June 3 Tran Van Huu, Premier of the puppet Bao Dai govern­
ment, was succeeded by Nguyen Van Tam, former Minister of the 
Interior. The Viet-Nam News ~'\gency, commenting on the resigna­
tion of Tran Van Huu on June 11, motivated it by Tran Van Hun's 
failure to help the French and American imperialists establish a 
puppet army, and carry out the policy of "feeding war with war,'' 
and "using Viet-Namese to fight Viet-Namese." 

The new puppet Premier Nguyen Van Tam who acquired French 
citizenship in 1927 had been puppet Minister of Defence, Minister of 
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1952 Public Security and Minister of the Interior. His son Nguyen Van 
Hinh was chief of the general staff of the puppet army. Thus, father 
and son were considered suitable men to carry out the U.S.-French 
plan of expanding the puppet army. 

June 11 Letourneau left for the United States to seek aid. 

June 18 Letourneau concluded his talks in the United States. The 
communique issued after the talks stated that "the United States, 
for its part, will, within the limitations set by Congress, take steps 
to expand its aid to the French Union," and that this increased 
assistance "would be especially devoted" to the establishment of the 
Indo-Chinese puppet army. The French Government pointed out, 
the communique said, that the puppet regimes in Indo-China "now 
exercise full authority except that a strictiy limited number of services 
related to the necessities of the war now in progress remain tem­
porarily in French hands." Thus France made concessions to the 
American demand for further penetration into Indo-China. The 
French Government also acknowledged, according to the communique, 
that the puppet regimes were "free" to negotiate trade treaties and 
agreements of all kinds "subject only to whatever special arrange­
me:its may be agreed between members of the French Union." 

U.S. Secretary of State Dean Acheson stressed at a press 
conference that he was "particularly impressed" with the work done 
to establish Inda-Chinese puppet armies. So far 150 ships be2.ring 
American arms and munitions had arrived in Indo-China, he said. 

The British paper Observer on July 13 commented on the result 
of Letourneau's visit to the United States. The paper said: "Military 
experts do not believe these (the puppet armies) can be relied on ... 
either to replace the French or alternatively to reinforce them suf­
ficiently to permit offensive action." The paper also stated: "High 
French officials themselves privately concede that, given free elec­
tions, the majority of the country would probably vote for the Viet­
Minh leader, Ho Chi Minh." 

September 1 William 0. Douglas, U.S. Supreme Court Justice, said 
that the Bao Dai government was unpopular. Later, in the December 
1952 issue of Look he wrote: "The Viet-Namese intellectuals, tired of 
the French regime and not sure that Bao Dai, their emperor, can 
manage the crisis, live day by day without hope .... Miserable pea­
sants . . . more often than not look north to Viet-Minh for their 
salvation .... Attitude of the people towards the French undercuts all 
others. Me2sure of popularity of a man in gove1°nment or out is the 
degree of his independence from the F'rench." 

September 18 Hoppenot, Fr~nch delegate to the United Nations, 
at a meeting of the Security Council, demanded the admission of the 
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. . N Cambodia and Laos to the United 1952 
three puppet regimes of Viet- a~~nd declar~d that the French Go:­
Nations. Hoppenot, on the one . , Ton" of the Democratic 

"thdrawn its recogm I 
ernment "has never w1 . th he slandered the latter 

. f v· L N m while on the o er, . ·t· ,, Repubhc o· ieL- a ' ' . "under""round act1v1 Ies. 
. + t French aggression as 0 d . 

calling its res1scance o - B D . egiine as a "free an m-
Hoppenot tried to represent the atho 1 a1 rthe Bao Dai regime, even 

. state" Never . e ess, d "t 
dependent sovereign ·. . to the United Nations, had to a m1 
in its application for admis~;ont such representative assemblies as 
that it had not been able to se up 

. h d" it would have wis _e · · viet dele-
S ·ity Council Yakov Malik, So 

September 19 In the . ecm t d the repeated application of 
gate to the United N~t1ons, Vs.uptpNor e for admission to the United 

. . R ubl'c of ie - am . N the Democratic ep -· - D tic Republ'c of Viet-_ am 
"k . t d out that the emocra . 

Nations. Mah ?om e . h ed aspirations, will and supreme 
was the expression of the time- onoburf d independent to liberate 

. t N people to e ree an . ' . . . rio-ht of the Vie - amese . by foreio-n colomalists. "' · t" and oppression _,,, · . 
themselves from domma ion . R blic of Viet-Nam was the 

t f " e Democratic epu · k 
The Governmen o tn - d as willing to underta e 

t in the country an w 
only legal governmen . . h u N Charter. 

· t" ntam0 d m t e · · and fulfil the obhga ions co ~ d •t to '"he United Nations 
- . . q · ted out that to a m1 L - . 
Malik funaer porn . b France with the supporc 

C1 • upuet regimes set up Y 1 the Indo- .11nese P • ' d b · . sult to the nationa sen-
f h u s A woul e an 111 

and assistance o t e · · ., 
1 

h . e waging a heroic struggle 
d Cl · e peop e w o w er 

timents of the In o- 1mes . d d ce It would constitute an 
d t" nal 111 epen en · · 

for their freedom an na :o 1 t" Therefore the Soviet delega~ 
1 • t inrernationa ac ion. ' . d 

absolute~Y unJU.S " . , . . to the United Nations, an 
d . "' ·nst their aan11ss1on 

tion woul vo,e agai D t" Republic of Viet-Nam to 
ro osed the admission of the emocra ic 

p P u ·t d Nations 
membership in the m e . · t d by the u .S.-controlled U .N · 

The Soviet proposal :was reJeC e t of Soviet opposition, the 
. . At the same time on accoun . 

maJonty. - d . , . f the Indo-Chinese puppet regimes 
French proposal for the a m1ss10n o 

was not carried. . tl 
- - Dinh Tham, leader of Viet-Nam delegat10n to . 1e 

October 4 Le . , Pacific Regions made a report 
C f . ce of the Asian ana . ' r f 

Peace on e1en . d out that the Democratic Repub IC o 
to the conference. He pomte . ic+ories on the battlefield 
Viet-Nam had not only scoredh.success1tve1·nv th. e field of national con-

b ·rr t c ievemen s • 
but had also made n, ian - a t f Viet-Nam, he said, paid great 

t . The Peoples Go•rernmen o . . d 
struc .ion. . f tha people's living cond1t10ns an 
attention to the improvement o. - I~ 1952 the Viet-Namese people 

d them to produce moie. n ' t" encourage 
1 

- f . creasing production and prac is-
were st:!'"iving to fulfil the p an or m. d . b 10 per eent. 

A . It ral product10n ha risen y 
ing economy. gnc~ u . h d ed in the liberated areas dur-
N either famine nor ep1de1111cs a occurr 
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1952 i th ng e seven years of war Si A .,, 
l~arned to read and write. In 1~~~ hugu~t 12,45, 14 million people had 
ti.on would be able to read d ' . e said, 10 per cent of the popula-
und "-h an write as comp d . h er L e French colonial r . are wit 10 per cent 

L n· eg1me . 
. e mh Tham stressed that the v· t 

In Viet-Nam, the Stockholm A 1 ie -~amese people loved peace. 
and .the Berlin Appeal by over :i:~li:as signed by 5 million people 
mediate end to armed interv t· . . He demanded to put an im 
and M l en wn m Viet Nan p th -a aya and. the withdra 1 f - 1

• a et Lao, Khmer 
troops. He demanded that w~l t~om these countries of all foreign 
national independence and th a . h e peoples be given the right to 

e rig t to manage th · 
October 12 Th p eir own affairs. 
d t e eace Conference of th A . 

a op ed an Appeal to the Peopl f h e s1an and Pacific Regions 
peace in Korea on a just des o t e World calling for "Immediate 
in Viet-Nam, Malaya and :~he~easo1:1able basis, an end to the wars 
foreign troops from these . r~g10ns, and the withdrawal of all regions. 
October 13 B .· d" . · . . nga ier-General W H T. 
can Military Aid Arivisor G : . rnpnell, head of the Ameri-
"h u Y roup m Indo Ch" · 

as speeded up considerably" th d l" - ma, said that the U.S 
t' F e e ivery f T · 
C

ne rench _aggressive forces in Indo-Ch" o mi itary equipment to 
ommander-m-Chief of '"he F ... h f ma. General Raoul Salan 

· " r enc orce · I d ' 
m ~he ~receding four months, 42 000 s m n o-China, declared that, 
arrived m Indo-China from th U' . tons of new equipment had 

e mted Statas 
October 17 The Viet-N p ~ · 
key city iii the province of ;,.i:n_;~fle~ A_rmy liberated Nghia-Lo, a 
the four sub-zones of the "N ·th . gh1a-Lo was the site of one of 
D . 'h or - west War Zone" f th unng t e attack on No-h· L 0 e French forces 
mander of the French f "' i_a- o, General Gonzales Linares c·om . 
· orces m northe v· t N ' -
mg from an aeroplane and rn ie - am, directed the fight-
bon b. . ' gave orders for th fi t 

1 mg raid since the start f th e rs day-and-night 
Na I 0 · e war of ao-g · m. n spite of all this N h. L "' ress1on against Viet 
People's Army after three 'day~' ;h~i:~as liberated by the Viet-Nan~ 

.The spokesman of the French ,,. 
Nghia-Lo situated on the road to t~~mmand ~ecl~red that the loss of 
the worst defeat suffered by th F country s rich rice paddies was 
months e rench army in the past . · nme 

In a report to the National Assem 
for Nghia-Lo, Rene Plev F bly on October 24 on the battl 
N h" L en, rench Defence M" . t e 

g ia- o was "a painful blow t F _mis er, said the loss of 
0 ° rench prestige." 

ctober 25 F . h . 
" r enc President Vincent A . 

Doubtless the Marshall Plan has unol declared in a speech: 
~erred to its benefits with gratitud h~lped us and we have often re­
m Indo-China has cost us mat . ei1 ut alas! the defence of freedom 

ena y about double of what >ve have 
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.. 
received under this plan and under military aid programme-1,600,000 1952 
millions compared with 800,000 millions. And should we have to 
remind, too, that justice be done us for our irreplaceable human 
losses? And for whom were these sacrifices of our officers, non-com­
missioned officers and soldiers? For our own interests? 1'fo!" 

November 19 The Viet-Nam People's Army pressed forward vic­
toriously and liberated Moc-Chau, gateway to Son-La Province. More 
than two thousand French troops were put out of action. 

November 22 The Viet-Nam People's Army liberated Son-La, 
capital of Son-La Province. 

On the same day the French Communist Party issued a statement 
which said: "The French Communist Party . . . solemnly reaffirms 
that the only policy consistent with the interests of France is to make 
peace, by recognizing the legitimate aspirations to freedom and in­
dependence of the Viet-Namese people who are rallying around ... 
President Ho Chi Minh." The French Communist Party pointed out: 
"Only such a policy would allow France to establish friendly relations 
based on equality of rights with the people of Viet-Nam and to develop 
economic and cultural relations with the Viet-Namese people in the 
interests of the peoples of the two countries." 

November 23 A spokesman of the Viet-Nam People's Army pointed 
out in a statement that in the forty days beginning October 14, the 
Viet-Nam People's Army put 8,500 enemy troops out of action on the 
northern Viet-Nam front alone. 

November 24 A U.S. spokesman announced that the airlift be­
tween the U.S. West Coast and Indo-China would be doubled from 
December l. It had been established, the spokesman said, to speed 
up the delivery to Indo-China of certain urgently needed materials. 
The U.S. Mutual Security Agency on November 14 allocated 11,529,000 
dollars as aid to France in the Indo-China: war. Thus, from the 
second half of 1950 till then, total American aid had increased to 
64,321,000 dollars. An A.P. report of November 11, 1952 said: "These 
figures do not include direct military aid, which is far larger, although 
the figures are secret." 

December 17 Pierre de Chevigne, French Vice-Minister of Defence, 
declared that the Indo-China war had cost France dearly in man­
power and that this was most painful to the French. He said that the 
material cost was more than three times greater than U.S. aid. If 
France had only her own interests in mind, he declared, she could 
have given up both U.S. aid and Indo-China. 

December 18 U.S. Mutual Security Agency announced the alloca­
tion of 30,500,000 dollars for the military expenditure of the three 
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1952 puppet regimes in Indo-China. The sam . . • 
17 authorized the three puppet re . e orga~i~ation on December 
11,178,000 dollars. gimes to buy military supplies worth 

December 19 The Congress of the Peo 1 
resolution appealing for "th . d" P. es for Peace adopted a 
Nam, Laos, Cambodia and ~~~m= ia~e endmg ~f hostilities in Viet­
right to independence of th y 1, with unquahfied respect for the 

0 
e peop es concerned " 

n the same day the Wash in to p .. 
Alsop brothers, which said that af: ~h ~st carrie~ an article by the 
it was almost positive that a new bo~~ le rnaugu:at~on of Eisenhower, 
war in two years would be ado t d p an. for wmnmg the Indo-China 
further French reinforcements ! el .d ~~~ new plan _would call for 
the U.S. would aO'ree conside bl n o- _ma, the article said, while 
France would be U:ged to k ra y to mcrease military supplies. 

ma e a definite pr · t · . 
dence" to the Indo-Chinese. u . . o~ise o give "mdepen-

The Times (Londo ) .P ppet regimes w1thm a certain time-limit 
n ' m a commentary dated D b · 

on the conditions for further A . . ecem er 22, 1952, 
can be little doubt in fact th merican aid to France, said: "There 
Indo-China would b~ accomp'a . adt bgreatl~r. A~erican involvement in 

me Y po it1cal mtervention." 

1953 

e anchester Guardian f . . January 2 Th M 
editorial that the "plan" b . d" 

0 
Britam noted in an 

and France was for increas:;gU ~scu~:.ed bet:veen the United States 
more French troops were dis a~ch:.1 itary aid o~ the condition that 
was "a declaration of co-res:onsibilit to,, In~~Chma, and that there 
France were to agree to h y. e paper added that if 

any sue "pl " · 
after "pretty hard bar . . " an, it would clearly be only 

gammg. 
Commenting on the French o . . . . 

admitted: "Independence itself is ~ti~;t1on m V1e~-Nam, the paper 
Nam, as it is bound to be while Fr a pre~ence m Bao Dai's Viet­
And "It is always hard f len_ch armies occupy the country." 

or a popu at1on t f 1 th 
cupation is its friend." 

0 
ee at an army of oc-

February 18 John Foster Dulles U 
press conference that the pr1· . al 'b .. S. Secretary of State, told a 

ncip o Ject of U S l" · 
was to train "local armies ,, H d 1 · · po icy m Indo-China . e ec ared that American experience in 
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Korea in this respect might be useful for Indo-China and the United 
States was prepared to give the French the benefit of it. 

Earlier, on February 3, New York Post columnist Robert Allen 
wrote that Dulles was "bluntly telling France that it is not doing 
enough" to settle the Indo-Chinese question. He also revealed that. 
Dulles demanded that the training of Indo-Chinese puppet officers-

"be done by the U.S." 
Marshal Alphonse Juin of France arrived in Tokyo at the invita-

tion of Mark Clark, Commander-in-Chief of U.S. Forces ii1 the Far 
East, to discuss "matters of mutual interest." In a statement issued 
before his departure on February 24, Juin declared that France would 
continue to work for the formation of a "native army" of Viet-Nam. 

to fight the Viet-Namese people. 

February 21 The U.S. State Department announced that U.S .. 
military aid to France and its puppets in Indo-China had had a 
"priority" second only to arms for the Korean fighting. Commenting 
on this announcement, the French paper, Le Combat, stated on 
February 24 that this American decision to give "priority" to arms 
shipments to Indo-China constituted "the. most disastrous kind of in­
ternationalization" of the struggle in Viet-Nam for France and "it 
made even the most stubborn Frenchmen see that their role in Indo-
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China was no longer an important one." 

February 22 Hanson Baldwin, writing in the New York Times on 
the U.S. "new policy" in Indo-China, said that Washington's plan was 
to "enlist Asians" and "build up the native Viet-Namese Army." He· 
continued: "Other elements in the plan must include more arms aid 
for Indo-China from the United States, and perhaps a Southeast Asia 
command.... Even more dramatic measures such as United States 
naval and air support for the French and the Viet-Namese (Bao Dai) 

are possible." 
February 24' The French-Bao Dai "High Military Committee" met 
at Dalat, and announced in a communique that it had decided on the 
creation in 1953 · of 54 Viet-N amese puppet battalions and that the· 
Bao Dai government "would proceed with · the conscription of 

numerous classes of citizens." 

March 3 Son Ngoc Minh, President of the Khmer Central People's 
Liberation Committee, in a cable to President Ho Chi Minh and the 
National Committee of the Lien~Viet Front, stated: "The Khmer 
people will with redoubled efforts strengthen their solidarity and 
friendship with the Viet-Namese people. They pledge to stand closely 
united and, with determination, to carry on their fight against the 
French imperialists and the American interventionists until the Khmer 
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::1953 and Viet-Namese people get real freedom and happiness, no matter 
how long and how hard the resistance war of Khmer will be." 

March 18 Jean Letourneau declared in Saigon that the United 
States had the right to inspect the use of American supplies in the 
Indo-China war, "but I am running French policy here." He added: 
"Because of the charges she (France) assumes in Indo-China she 
insists on full responsibility of command as America does in K;rea." 

March 19 Mark Clark, U.S. Far East Commander, arrived in 
Saigon. Meanwhile, the French Secretary of State for the Navy 
Jacques Gavini and Secretary of State for the Air Force Pierre Montel 
had also arrived in Viet-Nam. The Washington Evening Star des­
cribed. Clark's visit as aimed at establishing an "Anti-Communist 
Front in Asia." The paper observed that Clark was ostensibly paying 
Juin a return visit, but that he had been instructed to study ways and 
means to establish overall military co-operation on the battlefronts in 
Korea and Indo-China. During his stay in Viet-Nam, Clark con­
sulted with the French authorities and the Bao Dai puppet clique. At 
a press conference in Hanoi on March 23, he described the wars in 
Korea and Indo-China as "a single fight." He said that the plan 
mapped out at the Dalat meeting to set up 54 puppet battalions was 
"a good first," but that the "Viet-Namese army should be developed 
still further." 

March 20 U.S. Ambassador to the Indo-Chinese puppet states, 
Donald Heath, said at a press conference in Paris that he believed that 
"a military solution not only is possible, but probable" for the war in 
Indo-China and that the French would win. 

March 24 French Premier Rene Mayer left for the United States 
to exchange views with President Eisenhower. The talks ended on 
March 28. A communique on the talks stated: "The French Govern­
ment reasserted its resolve to do its utmost to increase the effec­
tiveness of the French and Associated States forces in Indo-China 
with a view to destroying the organized Communist forces." It 
.stressed the "interdependence" of the Korean war and the Indo-China 
vrnr. The French also agreed to the U.S. ban on the transport of so­
·called "cargoes of strategic materials" to China. 

Commenting on the U.S.-French talks, the London Sunday Times 
·stated that the United States, while assuring the French of its desire 
to "contribute" to the war in Indo-China, nevertheless made its aid 
•conditional on the French submitting "detailed strategic plans" for 
-victory within about two years. Regarding this two-year "strategic 
plans," Jean Letourneau, who had accompanied Rene Mayer to Wash­
ington, told American reporters on April 4 that he was afraid that 
the "plan" could not be carried out in that time and that he would 
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. f th " l " 1953 Tather have a much longer time for the execut10n o e P ans, 
otherwise the "plans" would be deceptive. 

March 25 The French Government concluded its talks with puppet 
Cambodian king Norodom Sihanouk in Paris. In a communique issued 
after the talks, the French Government announced its recognition of 
the "sovereignty" in domestic affairs of Cambodia "within the French 
Union." Other questions regarding the financial, economic and judicial 
Tights of Cambodia remained unsettled. 

April 1 Adlai Stevenson, former presidential candidate of the U.S. 
Democratic Party, arrived in Saigon on an inspection tour .. He 
declared: "War had to be won first." Writing in the American 
magazine, Look, after his return to the United States, Stevenson 
stated: "If the U.S. is to bear more and more of the burd_e~, b?th 
France and Viet-Nam should welcome greater American participation 

in policy-making." 

April 13 The Lao People's Liberation Army entered Sam-~ua, an 
important post in northern Pathet L::io and, subsequently: hberated 
the whole province of Sam-Nua. Sam-Nua was a reservoir of man­
power and material resources and had been t~e ?igge~t French 
military bastion in Pathet Lao. The Lao Peoples Liberation Army, 
which formed its first contingent at the end of 1949 and, with the 
support of the people, had repeatedly defeated French "mopping-up" 
operations, had now become a powerful force. 

April 17 The National Resistance Government of Pathet Lao 
pointed out in a statement that the liberation of Sam-Nua was a great 
victory in the protracted, hard-fought war of resistance of Pathet Lao. 

A U.S. State Department spokesman said: "The government of 
the United States is following the developments in Laos with the 
dosest attention." "The United States," he added, "will continue to 
provide and will study ways and means of making more effective its 
.assistance" to "destroy" the Lao People's Liberation Army. 

April 18 John Foster Dulles, in a speech to the American Society 
of Newspaper Editors, said that the United States had told the French 
Govern~ent and the Indo-Chinese puppet states that "we would be 
favourably disposed to giving increased military and financial ~ssi~t­
ance to plans realistically designed to suppress the Commumst-m-

spired civil war." 

April 19 Souphanouvong, Premier of the Pathet Lao Resistance 
Government stated during an inspection tour of the upper Pathet 
Lao front that the Lao people must eliminate the French colonialists, 
U.S. interventionists and the Lao traitors. He declared: "The Na-
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1953 tional Resistance Government of p th 
Congress is the only le"'itim t a et Lao elected by the People's 

"' a e government of Pathet Lao " 
M " . 

Lay "'· John Foster Dulles in a st 
Pathet Lao, said that the U .; d S atement on the situation in 
tact with" the French G - m e tates vvas "maintaining close con-
" . · overnment and the p t L regardmg the special . - uppe ao government · 
1 d reqmrements of the "t t" 

a rea y taken steps to expedite the . . s~ ::ia ion. We have 
tary items" to the F- e h d delivery of cntrcally needed mili-

R r nc an puppet Lao troops 
ay Cromley, writin"' in the Am . . 

previous day, had observ~d th t "S encan Wall Street Journal the 
. a ecretary of Stat D 11 . men are gom o- to try to mal d 1 . e u es and hrs 

thing' and ru~h all th {te a ea with the French to 'drop every-
. e new roops the- t I 

as possible" .to fight the Lao Pe 1 ' y c~n o . ndo-China as quickly 
that the United States would o~ es L1berat10n Army. He added 
them up with a rapid fl fpromrse the French that it would "back 

ow o more weapons more planes." ' more ammunition and 

May ~ Alexander Wiley, Chairman of th 
Relat10ns Committee stated t e U.S. Senate Foreign 
th U "t d s ' a a news conference in Ch" e m e tates should turn the at . b rcago that 
for use in the Indo-China war. om1c omb over to the French 

May 5 Jean Letou 
that th F h rneau, arnvmg in Saigon from Paris, stated 

e renc had "the firm intention" f 
of the. states which we . 0 not abandoning any one 
U . re associated with the H . 

mted States was determined ... h 
1 

m. e said that the 
China war. "0 e P France carry on the Indo-

May 7 French Foreign M" · 
Ambassador in Paris DouglrmstDe~llGeorges Bidault handed to U.S. 
F · ' as I on a mem d rencn objections to submittin th ' . oran um containing 
United Nations. Earlier U ~ S ~ question of Pathet Lao to the 
closed that the u <:! G ' a · · tate Department spokesman dis-

·'-"· overnment had con lt d . 
po·ssibility of bringino- the I d Ch. su e with France over tho 
Nations. "' n o- mese question before the United 

On April 18, the American Seri H 
editorially that the French op osed pps- ... ?ward papers pointed out 
this would internationalize th: war U.N. _mte1:ference for fear that 
Indo-China. and impair French prestige in 

. The British weekly, New Statesm . 
to "make the best terms she . an and Nation, urged France 

- - can with the l 
weekly saw immediate da . . h " popu ar movement." The 

nger m t e Western Id" t · · a war which was "as fut"] "t . . wor akmg part in 
F I e as I ls UnJust" to " h" rench colonialism " It "d th save t rs outpost of . . sa1 at Fran ' d . . 
mdependence movement of th I. d Ch" ce s ec1s10n to fight the 
· e n o- rnese pe ] · rng to terms with it was f th . . . op e, mstead of com-

. ' rom e begmnmg both morally wrong 
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:and politically suicidal. It continued: "To the people of Indo-China, 1953 
as well as to the· rest of Asia, this is a colonial war. The issue at 
stake is whether the French will withdraw or be thrown out by the 
.rising of a colonial people." The weekly noted that the "peoples v,ho 
were backward under French rule are now encouraged to build up 
their country's economy and to raise their living standards." ·The 
British weekly Tribune, commenting on the attempt to submit the 
·questio11 of Pathet Lao to the U.N., stated on May~: "lf it is claim-
ed that Indo-China is to be made a field :for United Nations action, 
the way would be opened for turning every civil war and every 
·colonial war into a world contest." 

American pilots began taking a direct part in the Indo-China 
war and air-dropping supplies to the puppet Lao troops. A French 
-command spokesman described the air-dropping as "a trial run to 
give the Americans the feel of the country." 

On May 11, Claire Chennault's air transport line announced that 
its pilots had been flying U.S. Air Force C-119 military cargo planes 
to supply the French and puppet Lao troops. 

May 8 ,The French government appointed Henri Navarre to 
replace R. Salan ;i.s Commander-in-Chief of French armed forces in 
Indo-ChinliJ.. 

May 9 John Foster Dulles disclosed at a press conference the 
eagerness of the United States to intervene in the Irn;Lo-China war. 
Within 24 hours of the French request for ass!stance, the United 
States had agreed to dispatch aircraft to Indo-China. Within another 
24 hours the aircraft had been transferred to the Far East Com­
mand, and within another 24 hours American pilots had been found 
to fly the planes. He also revealed that the· United States was send­
ing to Thailand "certain amounts" of ammunition. · In reply to ques­
tions, Dulles said that the French felt it disadvantageous to bring 
the question of Pathet Lao before the United Nations, but American 
and Frerich officials were "continuing to exchange views on the 
object." He added that if Thailand took the question to the United 
Nations, he would sympathize with this action. 

Discussions between the French Government and the delega­
tion led by the puppet Cambodian Premier, Penn Nouth, ended with 
the initialling· of a "provisional agreement" under which the puppet 
king of Cambodia was given the title of Commander-in-Chief of. the 
puppet Cambodian Army and would "assume responsibility for 
:security and the maintenance of order within his kingdom." The 
:agreement provided that the puppet Cambodian Government would 
be . accorded "jurisdictional competence" but it must "take all neces­
sary measures to safeguard French interests in Cambodia." "In the 
economic and financial fields," the ag!"eement said, ''certain clauses'~ 
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1953 of the "Pau Conventions" would "be modified," subject to the consent 
of the two other puppet governments in Indo-China. 

Norodom Sihanouk, puppet king of Cambodia, commenting on 
this "provisional agreement" in Tokyo on May 11, admitted that 
there was still a long way to go before the "political independence" 
of Cambodia was attained. 

June 6 Bao Dai promulgated a conscription law under which all 
men under the puppet regime must serve two years in the army. 

June 13 Norodom Sihanouk, puppet king of Cambodia, fled to 
Thailand. In a statement on June 14, he attributed his action to 
France's reluctance to grant "independence" to Cambodia, although 
this was only an "independence within the French Union" aimed at 
"effective military co-operation" with France. After an 8-day stay 
in Thailand, Sihanouk returned to Cambodia on Jun~ 20. On July 
2, he issued a message to the people which revealed that his so-called 
"independence" was to place Cambodia under direct U.S. control to 
pursue the U.S.-French policy of using Indo-Chinese to fight Indo­
Chinese. Sihanoul} urged in this message that the size of the 
Cambodian puppet army be increased from five to ten times. "In 
that way," he said, "we will be able to forge a proof to present to the 
big nations which sponsor anti-Communist enterprises" of the pos­
sibility of obtaining "independence" for Cambodia. By "big nations 
which sponsor anti-Communist enterprises," Sihanouk meant, in fact, 
the United States. 

June 18 Dwelling on the relation between the puppet Cambodian 
king's demand for "independence" and the United States, the French 
weekly, l'Observateur, said that the ulterior motives behind U.S. en­
couragement to Cambodian "independence" were: (1) economically, 
the construction of a port on the Cambodian coast would have great 
significance for future investment in Cambodia; (2) strategically, 
as the Gulf of Tonkin was too exposed, a neutralized Gulf of Siam 
would be very advantageous to U.S. strategy in Southeast Asia; (3) 
politically, since Cambodia bordered on pro-American Thailand, with 
the help of Cambodia it should be easier to form a "confederation" 
including Thailand, Laos and the Malayan peninsula. At the same 
time, the United States was afraid that France, when defeated in 
Viet-Nam, would seek peace without the approval of the United 
States; thus it became necessary to retain Cambodia as a means to 
bring pressure to bear upon France. 

June 20 The World Peace Council, in a resolution calling for the 
opening of a world campaign for peace, urged the immediate signing 
of a Korean armistice agreement and pointed out: "In the same 
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way an end must be put to all the other wars and aggressive actions 1953 
now in progTess against the independence of the peoples." 

A United States Military Mission headed by John W. O'Daniel, 
Commander of U.S. Land Forces in the Pacific, arrived in Saigon. 
A communique issued by the French Foreign Ministry said that "the 
purpose of the mission was to hold conversations with General Henri 
Eugene Navarre, French Supreme Commander in Indo-China, with a 
view to discovering in what ways material and :financial assistance 
from the U.S. could more efficiently contribute to the defeat of Com­
munist forces. It was essential to ensure a closer adaptation of U.S. 
assistance to the plans established by the French and associated 
states authorities." In a broadcast speech on July 9, when he was 
about to leave, O'Daniel declared: "I do not doubt that the com­
bined efforts of French Union forces and the associated states forces 
could win their war .... I am also certain that the Eisenhower govern­
ment will do whatever is within its power to furnish the indispensable 
equipment for development of this army." 

June 27 The French National Conference for Negotiations and 
Peace, sponsored by the National Peace Council of France, took place 
in Paris on June 27 and 28 with the participation of 1,870 representa­
tives from all walks of life of over 80 departments. The Conference 
unanimously adopted a resolution on the Indo-Chinese question, call­
ing for the cessation of war and advocating negotiations. It stressed 
that the cessation of the war against the Viet-Namese people had 
become a "recognized national necessity" for France. 

In June, peace rallies and demonstrations took place all over 
France. According to a l'Humanite report, 102 mass rallies for 
peace and cessation of the Viet-Nam war were held in 42 provinces 
of France. 

July 2 The U.S. Senate Armed Services Committee adopted a 
resolution authorizing the loan of the aircraft carrier Belleau Wood 
to France for use in Indo-China. The carrier was turned over to the 
French Navy on September 5 at San Francisco. 

July 3 The French Government issued a declaration granting 
"independence" to the three puppet states in Indo-China. The de­
claration said that the French considered it fitting that these states 
had "complete independence and sovereignty" but that they should 
"associate themselves with France in the French Union." The 
French Government had decided, the declaration continued, to discuss 
with each of the three puppet regimes separately "the settlement of 
questions which each of them feels should be raised in the economic, 
financial.,. judiei:al; military and p·olitical domains." At the same time, 
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1953 it was stressed that the discussions should be carried on "\vith re­
spect for, and protection of, the legitimate interests of" France. 

Commenting on this French manoeuvre; the Viet-Nam paper 
Nhandan (People) said that this grant of bogus independence to 
France's puppets was designed to extract from them under false pre­
tences more manpower and material resources for aggressive war. 
The paper exposed the role the United States played in this deal, 
stating that France was forced to make this "concession" not in the 
interests of the Indo-Chinese people; but to bring the three puppets 
actually under direct U.S. control and to give the U.S. greater power 
in Indo-China. 

The French Government appointed its Ambassador to Japan, 
Maurice Dejean, High Commissioner in Indo-China. According to a 
French Government announcement of April 27, Dejean would have 
authority over the French commissioners in the three Indo-Chinese 
puppet states. Dejean declared his first task to be continuation of 
the war in Indo-China. 

July 14 The conference between the foreign ministers of the 
United States, Britain and France concluded. A communique issued 
after the conference, in referring to Far Eastern affairs, described 
the French aggressive war on Indo-China as "essential to the free 
world" and stated vaguely that the three foreign ministers had "ex­
changed views on various measures to hasten ... the restoration of 
peace in Indo-China." But the French paper, Le J'Monde, pointed out 
on July 21 that at this conference Dulles had laid down two condi­
tions before Bidault as the prerequisites for further U.S. aid to 
France, namely: (1) France must carry out the "Navarre Plan" 
to step up the Indo-China war; and (2) the United States would 
henceforth discuss economic and military aid directly with the Bao 
Dai government. Bidault accepted these two conditions. In essence, 
the "Navarre Plan," so enthusiastically supported by Dulles, means 
the concentration of troops for an attack on the northern Viet-Nam 
plain; tighter control of French-occupied areas; pursuing the policy 
of "feeding the war with war"; increasing and reorganizing the 
French troops and, especially, expanding the puppet troops in time 
with the policy of "using Viet-Namese to fight Viet-Namese." The 
"Navarre Plan," as laid down, was to be carried through within 18 
months. 

July 17 John Foster Dulles, in a speech to the people of the 
United States on the world situation, stressed that "in Indo-China it 
will save us from having to spend much more money to protect our 
vital interests in the Pacific." 

July 27 French public opinion welcomed the signing of the Korean 
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Armistice Agreement, in the hope that the war in Indo-China would 1953 
also be brought to an end. The French paper, Le Combat, asked why 
Paris could not negotiate with Ho Chi Minh, just as Washington had 
negotiated with Kim Il Sung. Mitterand, Chairman of the Demo-
cratic and Socialist Union of Resistance, declared that the armistice 
in Korea should lead to negotiations in Indo-China. 

July 31 The U.S. Congress, in a joint session of the Senate and 
the House of Representatives, approved the appropriation of 400 
million dollars demanded by the U.S. Government for support of the 

war in Indo-China. 

August 3 Bao Dai arrived in Paris to confer with the French 
President on the grant of "independence" to the Viet-Nam puppet 
regime. The protracted talks went on without results. On Septem­
ber 4, Bao Dai's puppet premier Nguyen Van Tam went to France to 
confer with the French Premier Joseph Lanie!. 

August 4 Eisenhower, in addressing U.S. Governors at Seattle, 
expressed his determination to continue the Indo-China wa~ a~d 
stressed the importance of Indo-China in his plan for aggi:ession m 
Asia. He stated that if the United States lost Indo-China, the whole 
of Southeast Asia would be lost and "the tin and tungsten that we 
so greatly value from that area would cease coming." 

August 9-10 Under the powerful pressure of the Viet-Nam 
People's Army, the French troops had to evacuate Na-Sam, an im­
portant strategic post in northwestern Viet-Nam. 

A t 18 The U.S. State Department issued a pamphlet entitled 
ugus . d L " h. h 

"In do-China: the War in Viet-Nam, Cambodia an aos, w ic 
outlined the aid which the United States had given to French and 
puppet troops in Indo-China during the _pas~ one and a half years. 
The pamphlet stated: "The U.S. contnbut10n. . . now amounts to 
about one-third of the cost of the war in Indo-China. Thus far we 
have supplied the French Union forces and the nation~l. armies of 
Cambodia Laos and Viet-Nam with more than 170 milhon rounds. 
of small-~rms ammunition; 16,000 transport vehicles and trailers; 
850 combat vehicles; 350 military aircraft; 250 naval craft; 10,500 
radio sets; 90,000 small-arms and automatic shells." 

August 19 President Ho Chi Minh addressed a message t~ all 
Viet-N amese troops and people, on the occasion of the eighth 
anniversary of the Viet-Nam August Revolution and Indepen~er:ce 
Day. He pointed out in this message that the Korean Armistice 
had strengthened the French people's movement aga~nst ~he French 
aggressive war in Viet-Nam, caused further deter10ration of the 
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1953 n1orale of the French invading forces, and struck fear into the hearts 
of the puppet troops and puppet rulers. The French colonialists 
the U.S. interventionists and their puppets had therefore, President 
Ho Chi Minh continued, tried to deck themselves out with :make­
believe olive branches and talked about "independence," so as to 
lessen the Viet-N amese people's determination to resist, while, at 
the same time, stepping up their preparations to extend the 
aggressive war. President Ho Chi Minh stressed the Viet-Namese 
people's stand for peace, but said that peace would come only with the 
real unification and independence of the country. In conclusion, he 
urged all the troops and people of the country to be ready to crush 
the enemy's aggressive schemes. 

September 2 John Foster Dulles, speaking before the National 
Committee of the American Legion at St. Louis, Missouri, asked 
the public to support the U.S. Government's continued intervention 
in In do-China. He declared: "In In do-China a desperate struggle 
is in its eighth year. The outcome affects our own vital interests 
in the_ Western Pacific, and we are already contributing largely in 
material and money to the combined efforts of the French and of 
Viet-Nam, Laos and Cambodia." Dulles admitted that the "pro­
gram" to paint the Indo-Chinese puppets in false colours of 
"'independence" was "along lines which the United States has 
'encouraged." He said that "increased U.S. aid" ·was justified 
provided it wou1d "assure" that the war in Indo:China was carried 
·on with "vigor." 

.September 7 The French High Commissioner in Indo-China 
Maurice Dejean, told reporters in Hanoi that there was "no possi~ 
bility of negotiations with Ho Chi Minh." · 

September 8 Nguyen Van Tam, "premier" of the Bao Dai gov­
·ernment, concluded his talks with French Premier Joseph Laniel in 
Paris. A communique on the talks reiterated in general terms the 
French Government's willingness to negotiate at an early date the. 
'question of "independence" of the Bao Dai government "within the 
French Union." The French Government was said to hope that 
agreement reached in the negotiations would induce Bao Dai to 
throw all his military strength into the war against the Viet-N amese 
peopl~ .. Nguyen Van Tam also expressed the hope that the 
negotiations would enable the Bao Dai government to serve the 
French better in the war. 

The Viet-Nam News Agency, commenting on the Paris visits 
·of Bao Dai and Nguyen Van Tam for negotiations, pointed out that 
France was obviously not willing to renounce her privileges, though 
she had, on July 3, announced her intention to wrap the Inda-Chinese 
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puppet regimes in the . mantle o:f sham independence. · The news 1953 
agency continued that the French had summoned Bao Dai and 
Nguyen Van Tam to Paris in order to pull them away from American 
influence and to make them announce that they would remain in the 
French Union and do their best, together with France, to carry on 
the aggressive war. 

September 10 The Standing Committee of the World Peace 
Council adopted a resolution, calling on the peoples of the world 
to fight for cessation of the war in Indo-China. The resolution 
stated that the violence used against the independence and security 
-0f many nations in Asia and Africa had to be stopped, if peace was 
to be secured. -

September 23 President Ho Chi Minh warmly congratulated the 
troops and people of southern Viet-Nam, in a message issued on the 
occasion of the eighth anniversary of the war of resistance in the 
region. He pointed out that Viet-Nam's protracted war of resistance 
was heading towards certain victory. But he also stressed that, the 
greater defeat the French invading forces suffered, the more savage 
they would become. He called for the closest unity of all Viet­
N amese troops and people; for emulation drives in production; for 
active participation in the fighting; for a strengthened network of 
guerilla bases and for continued readiness :to strike at the French 
and puppet troops. 

The French mustered 17 mobile battalions, supported by 
artillery, warships and aircraft, in a three-pronged attack on the 
areas north of Loe-Giang on the left bank of the Red River. This 
was the biggest offensive carried out by the French troops in ac­
·cordance with the "Navarre Plan" to "pacify" the northern Viet-Nam 
plain, and was called "Operation Pike." The French troops suffered 
casualties of 1,793 men within ten days and were finally forced to 
retreat. In early August, French troops had already begun frantic 
"mopping up" operations in the northern Viet-Nam plain. They 
'Staged several attacks against areas south of Nam-Dinh Province 
and the My-Due. area of Ha-Dong Province in August, and against 
the. Tien-Lang area of Kien-An Province in early September. All 
these attacks were repulsed and more than 1,500 French troops put 
out of action in the campaign south of Nam-Dinh Province alone. 

September 30 A joint U.S.-French communique concerning 
additional U.S. aid for French aggression in In do-China was issued 
in which the United States promised to allot an additional sum not 
exceeding 385 million dollars to France prior to December 31, 1954. 
This further U.S. aid brought to a total of 785 million dollars U.S. 
aid granted to France up· to the end of 1954. In this communique 
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1953 the French Government declared also that it was "determined to 
make every effort" for carrying on the war in Indo-China and 
promised to increase the number of French troops in Indo-China in 
complete disregard of the anti-war feelings of the French pe;ple. 
The French Government promised also to increase the ludo-Chinese 
puppet forces and to continue the policy of sham independence for 
these regimes . 

. Commen~ing on. this French Government decision to line up 
behmd W ashmgton m order to continue the war in Indo-China, the 
French paper, Le Combat, wrote on October 2: "The situation is 
clear: the government obeys Washington's orders and wants to 
continue the struggle." The newspaper Paris-N ormandie observed 
that the French people wanted that exhausting and largely fratricidal 
war to cease as soon as possible and that "they would condemn any 
French Government that did not seize the chance of negotiating when 
such a chance presented itself." 

O.ctober 15 Twelve mobile battalions of French troops under the 
direct command of Henri Navarre, and Rene Cogny, French Northern 
Front Commander in Viet-Nam, started the invasion of the liberated 
areas in the Ninh-Binh and Thanh-Hoa Provinces. This was the 
so-called "Operation Seagull" of the "Navarre Plan" which the 
French had bragged about as the biggest offensive since the outbreak 
of the Indo-China war. But in the first five days of the offensive 
against the southwestern part of Ninh-Binh, fourteen French com­
panies were wiped out. 
OCtober 17 The National Congress stage-managed by the Bao Dai 
government closed after it began its sittings on the 12th. The Bao 
Dai government had calculated that the holding of this congress 
:.ould enable,, it . to cover up the hypocrisy in negotiating for 

mdependence with the French, by a show of "listening to public 
opinion." The result of the congress, however, proved to be just 
the opposite. On the 15th, the congress adopted a resolution 
refusing to join the French Union and announced the nullification 
of all previous agreements between Bao Dai and France. Never­
theless, through French interference, the resolution was modified 
:h: following day to read that the Bao Dai government would not 
JOlll the French Union under present conditions, but sign with 
France a treaty of alliance on the basis of equality. 

The proceedings of the puppet National Congress and the res­
olution it had passed caused great dissatisfaction within the French 
Go:ernment. Marc Jacquet, French State Secretary for the As­
sociated States of Indo-China, who arrived in Viet-Nam on the 15th 
warne~ officia:s of the Bao Dai government that such unacceptabl~ 
resolutions might cause severe repercussions in France. 
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The French continued their policy of using the ludo-Chinese fight 1953 
ludo-Chinese and signed a military agreement with the puppet re-
gime of Cambodia. The agreement provided that operations in areas 
along the right bank of the Mekong River would be under the com-
mand of the puppet army of Cambodia, while areas along the left 
bank of the Mekong River would be under the direct control of the 

French troops. 

October 21 The Third World Trade Union Congress adopted a 
resolution to mark December 19, 1953, the Viet-Namese people's 
national resistance day, as a day of active solidarity with the Viet­
N amese people, a day of struggle for the termination of the colonial 

war in Viet-Nam. 

October 22 In Paris, France and the puppet government of Laos 
signed the "French-Laotian Treaty of Friendship and Association" 
under which France recognized the puppet Lao regime as "a fully 
independent and sovereign state" while the latter "reaffirms its ad­
herence to the French Union." 

October 23 The French National Assembly began its debate on 
the Indo-China question. Many members of the Assembly demanded 
that the Government embark on negotiations with the Democratic 
Republic of Viet-Nam so as to end the war in Indo-China. The Com­
munist Party of France put forward a resolution asking that "ne­
gotiations be opened without delay with the Democratic Republic of 
Viet-Nam to put an end to the fighting and bring about a peace 
treaty." The resolution also asked the Assembly for a vote of non­
confidence in the Government. The French Socialists tabled a mo­
tion demanding that the Government "undertake with the shortest 
possible delay and with firm determination" to start international 
negotiations and negotiations with the Democratic Republic of Viet­
Nam in order to end the war. Edouard Daladier, a former French 
Premier and a Radical Socialist, also proposed that the Government 
embark on negotiations "which could lead to an armistice." The 
Radical Socialist parliamentary group decided to support Daladier's 

proposal. 

October 27 Premier Joseph Lanie! delivered a speech at the Na­
tional Assembly, in which he admitted that the war waged by the 
French Government in Indo-China was unpopular. He added, how­
ever, that great power was necessary for either negotiations or fight­
ing and that the military aid from the U.S.A. would strengthen the 

military position of France. 
Early next morning, after an all-night session, the French Na­

tional Assembly adopted the Government-backed resolution tabled by 
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1953 Kuehn by 315 votes to 251. The resolution dealt generally with the 
search for a "generalized peace in Asia by negotiation." But it 
called for a policy to "develop" the puppet troops in Indo-China, to 
"assure ... a just balance of the efforts and sacrifices" of the western 
countries and to "insist" that the puppet states of Indo-China achieve 
their independence "within the structure of the French Union." 
French public opinion pointed out that whereas, in 1948, only five 
non-Communist members of the National Assembly had voted against 
the war in Indo-China, at this time 151 non-Communist members 
voted against it. 

October 31 U.S. Vice-President Richard Nixon arrived at Saigon 
on his visit to Asian countries. Before his arrival at Saigon, he had 
stated at Bangkok that it was "essential" to continue the war in 
Indo-China which, he declared, was "the key to the situation in South­
east Asia." After his arrival in Viet-Nam, he went to see Bao Dai 
at Dalat on November 1 to ask for greater efforts in continuing the 
war. When he arrived at Hanoi on November 3, he told French and 
puppet Bao Dai army officers that "under no circumstances should 
there be negotiations." He declared that he would advise Eisen­
hower to send "all the equipment which can be absorbed and provided" 
to the French and puppet Bao Dai troops. 

November 6 French troops participating in "Operation Seagull" 
in northern Viet-Nam were forced to withdraw all their units from 
Ria and Highway No. 59 as a result of their failure, for the second 
time, to take Phunhoquan. 

The Viet-Nam People's Army on this front wiped out one bat­
talion and over 11 companies of French and puppet troops. At the 
same time, the People's Army operating in the enemy's rear wiped 
out two battalions and five companies of French and puppet troops. 
The "Navarre Plan" again suffered a fiasco, losing three battalions 
and more than 16 companies of French and puppet troops. 

November 8 The Seventh National Congress of the French 
Democratic and Socialist Union of Resistance adopted a resolution 
drafted by its Foreign Affairs Committee calling for immediate cessa­
tion of the war in Indo-China. 

November 12 French Premier Joseph Laniel told the National 
Assembly during a debate on the Indo-China issue that: "France is 
disposed to seize every occasion to negotiate, every chance to make 
peace." "If an honourable solution" were in sight, he added, "at 
the local or international level, France ... would be happy to wel­
come a solution to the confiiet by diplomatic means." But, Laniel 
added: "We have the means to continue the war with vigour." He 
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demanded that the puppet governments in Indo-China "exert the !9'53: 
necessary effort" to carry on the war and threatened them that if 
they failed to do so, "France would consider herself no longer bound 

.by her obligations" and the French Government "would be capable 
of fundamentally revising its policy." 

The American Christian Science Monitor, commenting on the 
18th on Laniel's attitude towards a peaceful settlement of the Indo­
Chinese question, stated: "French officials below the level of Pre­
mier Joseph Laniel are reluctant to talk of a negotiated settlement 
for several reasons. First, it appears to contravene existing under­
standings with the United States on how the war should be run." 
The French paper, Le Monde, carried an article saying that "the war 
in Indo-China appears more and more to be a task for which we 
are being paid on behalf of foreign interests." 

November 20 U.S. Senator Alexander Wiley (Rep.), Chairman of 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, issued a statement urging 
France to step up the Indo-China war so as to win a "decisive 
victory." He said that a decisive victory would be "cheaper in the 
long run than to do a little bit, piecemeal, and have the war drag 
on and on." 

November 22 A national conference for negotiations with Viet­
Nam was held in Paris. Present at the conference were many parlia­
ment members, departmental councillors, municipal councillors, pro­
fessors, representatives of religious circles and representatives of 
different organizations. The conference adopted a resolution de­
manding the French Government to conduct peace negotiations and 
calling on the entire French people to struggle for the cessation of 
the Indo-China war. 

November 23 Le Dinh Tham, Chairman of the Viet-Nam Peace 
Committee, said at the Vienna session of the World Peace Council 
that the scheme worked out by the U.S. and French imperialists to 
continue and extend the Indo-China war is doomed to failure. He 
pointed out that the Viet-Namese people yearn for peace and want 
to end the war in Viet-Nam through negotiation so as to settle the 
Viet-Nam issue by peaceful means. Finally, Le Dinh Tham propos­
ed: 1) that the World Peace Council call on people throughout the 
world to condemn the crimes of the U.S. and French imperialists in 
their attempt to continue and extend war; 2) that the World Peace 
Council call on people throughout the world to launch a campaign 
to end the war in Viet-Nam through negotiation and to settle the 
Viet-Nam question by peaceful means. 

November 26 President Ho Chi Minh declared in his replies to 
the questions submitted by executive editor Carl~Adam Nycop of 
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Jl953 the Swedish paper Expressen on the settlement of the Viet-Nam 
issue through negotiation: "Now, if the French colonialists keep on 
waging their war of reconquest, the Viet-Namese people are deter­
mined to fight their patriotic war to a victorious end. But, if having 
learned the lesson of these years of war, the French Government 
wishes to have an armistice and settle the question by negotiations, 
the people and Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam 
will be ready to meet the French proposal."· Replying to the ques­
tion on what conditions an armistice could be reached, President Ho 
Chi Minh said: "The French Government has to stop hostilities, 
then an armistice will be a reality. The basis of such an armistice 
is: the French Government really respects the independence of Viet­
. Nam." 

November 28 The World Peace Council adopted a general resolu­
tion, which stated: "For the last seven years there has been a war 
between France and Viet-Nam which can only be ended by direct 
negotiations between the belligerents. The World Council of Peace 
welcomes the proposal made in this direction by the Viet-N amese 
·delegation supported by the delegation of the Chinese People's Re­
public. This proposal, to which the French delegation made a 
iavourable reply, could serve as a basis for a settlement." 

November 30 The French Communist deputy Kriegel Valrimont 
introduced a motion at the National Assembly calling for a govern­
ment explanation of its failure, despite obvious opportunities, to 
enter into negotiations over the Indo-China issue. 

The French paper, Franc-Tireur, said that President Ho Chi 
Minh's reply to the executive editor of the Swedish paper, Expressen, 
should be considered seriously. The paper stated that the question 
-of an armistice was at last brought up for deliberation and this 
ereated. favourable atmosphere for negotiations which had been 
absent for a long time. 

The French paper Le Combat, in its December 2 editorial entitled 
"We Must Negotiate with Ho Chi Minh," declared that "the country 
anticipates that the government will take appropriate action, since 
a clear conclusion can be drawn from the interview given to the 
Expressen, namely that negotiations with Viet-Nam can be conduct­
ed, and this fact cannot be denied by any person of good will." 

Le Van Hoach, acting "Premier" of the Bao Dai government, 
-Opposed the ending of the war through negotiations with the Demo­
·Cratic Republic of Viet-Nam. The Bao Dai government prohibited 
the publication of President Ho Chi Minh's talks in the newspapers 
in French-occupied areas. 

December 1 The National Assembly of the Democratic Republic 
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of Viet-Nam held its Third Session. The assembly approved the 
land reform law drafted by the Lao Dong Party, calling for ~he 
carrying out of the land reform in th: c_ourse of the war of_ res~st~ 
ance and for the abolition of the impenahsts' land monopoly rn _Viet 
Nam and the feudal land system so as to ensure land t_o the till:rs. 
The National Assembly decided the land reform law will come mto 

effect in 1954. 

December 2 Arthur W. Radford, Chairman of the U:.S. Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, made a speech at Saigon: urging the steppmg up of 
the Indo-China war. He declared: "With our ~rogr~mmes. of ~s­
sistance, we hope that increased military operat10n~ m_ In~o-Chma 
will defeat the Communist military forces of Ho Chi Mi~h. , . 

The French cabinet held a meeting. The commum~ue 1ssue.d 
after the session rejected negotiations with the De~oc;atic Republic 
of Viet-Nam on the basis of President Ho Chi Mmh s proposal to 

end the Indo-China war. 

December 3 Nguyen Van Tam, "Premier" o~ Bao Dai',s govern-
ment, openly asked France to step up the war m Indo-Chma. 

December g The Bermuda Conference of the gov.ernment leaders 
of the United States, Britain and France ended. E~senhower ask:d 
France to keep waging the Indo-China war and promised further ~id. 

Commenting on the conference, the Indonesian paper Abadi of 
Djakarta observed that as a result of the Bermuda Confere~ce, 
France appears to have been furt~er encour~ged by .the Um~ed 
States to carry on its tough policy rn Indo-Chma, and 1s declarmg 
that it will continue the war there. 

December IO The Secretariat of the World Federation of Tr~de 
Unions issued an appeal to workers all over the world on the occas~on 
of the "International Day of Solidarity and Struggl: for the Endmg 
of the Colonial War in Viet-Nam," urging the wo~kmg people _every­
where to demand an end to the colonial war in Viet-Nam, strive for 
the withdrawal of the French expeditionary forces and struggle for 
the recognition of the legitimate rights of Viet-Nam to freedom and 

independence. . . 
Viet-Nam People's Army liberated Lai-Chau, ~he provu~c1.al cap-

ital of the northwestern Viet-Nam province of La1-?hau, wipmg o~t 
and routing twenty-four French companies. The Vi~t-Nam ~eople s 
Army had thus liberated the entire prov~nce ?f Lai-Chau with the 
exception of the isolated stronghold of Dien-Bien-Phu. 

December 12-13 The French National Peace Conference m:t in 
Paris. The Conference cabled to the Viet-Nam ~eace Committee, 
hailing President Ho Chi Minh's reply to the Swedish paper Expres-
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1953 sen. The cable said that the French people were exerting every 
effort to achieve peace and were willing to negotiate. It added that 
the French peace movement would fight with redoubled effort for a 
reasonable solution of the Indo-China question and for the establish­
ment of friendly ties between the two countries. 

December 14-19 The French people held a "struggle-for-peace-in­
Viet-Nam week." Paris workers held a meeting on the 18th. The 
meeting adopted a resolution urging parliament deputies to demand 
that the National Assembly and the Council of the Republic consider 
President Ho Chi Minh's statement. The meeting also proposed to 
the French Government to start negotiations. 

December 17 Nguyen Van Tam, "Premier" of Bao Dai's govern­
ment, resigned. Prince Buuloc, Bao Dai government's High Com­
missioner in France, was ordered to form a new government. 
Nguyen Van Tam, notorious pro-French politician, was removed as 
a result of the attacks against him by the pro-Americans in the Bao 
Dai clique. 

December 19 President Ho Chi Minh issued a statement to the 
Viet-Nam people and army on the eve of the seventh anniversary of 
the national war of resistance. In the statement, President Ho· Chi 
Minh stressed the growing strength of the Viet-Nam people and the 
enemy's increasing weakness and announced once again: "If the 
French .Government wants to have an armistice in Viet-Nam through 
negotiations, and to settle the Viet-Nam problem by peaceful means, 
the people and Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam 
will be ready to talk with the French Government." President Ho 
Chi Minh urged the army and people to make all-out efforts to carry 
out the two central tasks before them: waging the war of resistance 
and implementing the land reform, so as to bring about real inde­
pendence and peace. 

General Vo Nguyen Giap, Commander-in-Chief of the Viet-Nam 
People's Army, in an Order of the Day on the seventh anniversary 
of Viet-Nam's national war of resistance and the ninth anniversary 
of the founding of the Viet-Nam People's Army, announced that 
more than 320,000 enemy troops had been put out of action during 
the seven years of war against aggression. 

Earlier, the Viet-Nam News Agency put the enemy losses in 
the seven years of war as follows: (1) from December 19, 1946, to 
September, 1950, when the Viet-Nam People's Army launched its 
offensive in the northern frontier areas, the enemy had been losing . 
an average of 2,460 men a month; (2) from September, 1950, to 
November, 1951 (the Hoa-Binh campaign), enemy losses amounted 
to 4,736 men a month;. (3) between the Hoa-Binh campaign and the 
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Northwest campaign in October, 1952, the :figure rose to 5,164 men 
a month; and (4) from the Northwest campaign to November 20, 
1953, enemy casualties reached 6,132 men a month. . 

In response to the call of the Third .World Trade Umon ~on­
g-.cess, working people throughout the world carried o~t ;anous 
activities on the occasion of the "International Day of Sohdanty and 
Struggle for the Ending of the Colonial War in Viet-N ~m." . Work­
ing people in the People's Democracies held mass meetmgs m sup­
port of the Viet-Nam people. The French Confederation of Labour 
held a "struggle-for-peace-in-Viet-Nam week." Hundreds of meet-
. big and small were held and brief strikes were called by 
rn~ ' ~ ili workers and office employees in all parts of France, deman mg e 
cessation of the colonial war in Indo-China. 

December 22 
scale offensive 
Central Pathet 
out of action. 

Lao People's Liberation Army launched a. larg:­
aO'ainst French positions in Cam-Mon Provmce rn 
L:o. Up to the 24th, 2,200 French troops were put 

December 24 The U.S. Navy Department announced that the 
United States would turn over to France early in 1954 five LS~'s 
and two LSSL's to bolster up the French forces in the Indo-Chma 

war. 

December 25 Lao People's Liberation Army liberated Tha-Khek, 
the provincial capital of Cam-Mon in Central Pathet Lao. 

December 26 The National Resistance Government of Pa~het ~ao 
issued a proclamation to the people, pointing o~t th.at t?e lrberat10n 
of Cam-Mon was a great victory, a victory which msp1red the Lao 
army and people with confidence to :fight for the final victory and 
dealt a heavy blow to France a:nd her puppets. 

December 28 The Paris Municipal Council adopted a resolution 
demanding that the French Government end the Indo-China war 
through peaceful negotiations. 

1954 

January 1 At a press conference held on January 1, a spoke_sman 
of the General Headquarters of the Viet-Nam People's Army reviewed 
the Indo-China war situation in the autumn and winter of 1953. He 
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1954 pointed out that in the period from May 1953, when Navarre came 
to Indo-China, up to the end of 1953, the French and puppet troops 
suffered losses totalling 44,000 men. The "Navarre Plan" had 
sustained a serious defeat. 

January 5 A spokesman of the Thailand Mission at Phnom-Penh 
in Khmer, told an AFP correspondent that Thailand, Khmer and 
Pathet Lao should join in organizing a so-called Buddhist bloc so as 
to take a common stand in opposing the Indo-Chinese people. Earlier, 
in December 1953, Thailand had supplied a consignment of weapons 
to the puppet government of Cambodia. On December 15, the general 
headquarters of the Thailand army again sent four battalions includ­
ing armoured units and paratroops to the borders of Khmer. The 
Thailand Government also decided on December 11 to despatch 
twenty army officers to stay at strategic points in Pathet Lao "with 
a view to studying the war situation in Pathet Lao." 

January 7 French Prime Minister Joseph Laniel issued a state­
ment in which he again refused to negotiate with the Democratic 
Republic of Viet-Nam for the purpose of ending the Indo-China war. 

January 8 The American weekly U.S. News and World Report 
carried an article stating, "It was to forestall a French pull-out 
from Indo-China that the U.S. had agreed to step up its aid." The 
article declared: "The United States is taking a more and more 
direct interest in this war, now that the fighting in Korea is halted. 
American arms have been pouring into the battle area-not only 
small arms and ammunition, but planes, helicopters, tanks. Some 
na:al vessels, including an aircraft carrier, are en route (to Indo­
Chma). This direct military aid, promised or delivered. comes to 
about 1 billion dollars. In addition, the U.S. has promised the French 
a?out 800 million dollars for 1954, much of it for training and equip­
pmg native armies." The article added that "Americans in fact 
are underwriting the anti-Communist war in Indo-Chin;, leavin~ 
the French and their native allies to furnish the man power." 

January 10 The Lao People's Liberation Army freed Ba-La in 
the northern part of Pathet Lao. 

January 16 The newly-appointed "Premier" Buuloc of the Bao 
Dai government formed his cabinet. Marc Jacquet, French State 
Secretary for the Associated States of Indo-China admitted after an 
inspection tour in Indo-China that the Buuloc cabinet could neither 
live up to tne hopes of the Viet-Namese nor satisfy the hopes of the 
French. Bao Dai declared in his speech at the inaugural ceremony 
for Buuloc that the main function of the Buuloc cabinet was to 
expand the puppet army to the "maximum extent." Bao Dai noted 
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that the puppet army must be expanded to 300,000 men by the end 1954 
of 1954. 

January 25 The Conference of Foreign Ministers of the Soviet 
Union, France, Britain and the United States opened in Berlin. The 
first item on the agenda, proposed by the Soviet delegation and 
adopted by the Conference, was to discuss measures for lessening 
international tension and the convening of a conference of Foreign 
Ministers of France, Great Britain, the United States of America, 
the Soviet Union and the People's Republic of China. 

January 27 The American embassy at Saigon announced that 
from 1950 to December of 1953 the United States supplied more than 
400,000 tons of military materials to "aid" France in the Indo-China 
war. They included 1,400 tanks, 340 planes, 350 warships, 15,000 
transmitters, 150,000 light arms, 240,000,000 rounds of small arms 
ammunition and 15,000,000 shells. 

February 1 The Lao People's Liberation Army liberated Attopeu, 
the provincial capital of Attopeu in the southern part of Pathet Lao. 

The National Resistance Government of Pathet Lao released a 
communique on the 12th stating that between January 31 and the 
first days of February, the Lao People's Liberation Army mounted 
an offensive against French and puppet troops along the Namhou 
River. It put out of action 2,200 French and puppet troops and 
liberated a huge area more than 200 kilometres long in the N amhou 
River Valley. From January 31, the Lao People's Liberation Army 
launched an offensive against French and puppet troops in the pro­
vince of Attopeu, liberating the southeastern part of the Bolovens 
plateau including the provincial capital of Attopeu, and putting out 
of action or routing some one thousand French and puppet troops. 

February 3 U.S. President Eisenhower at his press conference 
admitted that "an important factor" of the "critical" Indo-China 
situation "was the heart and soul of the country's population" and 
that the situation was critical in the sense that the people showed 
"lack of enthusiasm in it." 

February 5 The New York Times carried an article which said: 
"We have put a considerable degree of pressure upon the French 
to keep up the resistance to the Communists in Indo-China rather 
than to negotiate with them." The paper said that the Americans 
would extend their "aid" but that it would be for the French to do 
the fighting. 

February 6 The U.S. Defense Department issued a statement 
announcing the despatch of two hundred technicians of the U.S. air 
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1954 force to take a direct part in the Indo-China war. The statement 
added that the United States was rushing B-26 bombers to the 
French air force in ludo-China. 

February 7 The Viet-Nam People's Army liberated Kontum City, 
·capital of Kontum Province in Central Viet-Nam. In the course of 
the campaign which liberated Kontum Province, the ·viet-Nam 
People's Army put out of action or routed more than two thousand 
French troops. 

February 9 French Minister of National Defence Rene Pleven 
and Chief of the General Staff Paul Ely arrived at Saigon from 
France. On the day of his arrival in ludo-China, Pleven immediately 
hastened to Luang Prabang in Pathet Lao to inspect the war situa­
tion there. Afterwards, he called high-ranking French officers. to a 
conference in Hanoi on the 16th to discuss ways and means of dealing 
with the people's forces of Viet-Nam and Pathet Lao. 

U.S. Secretary of Defense Wilson said at a press conference 
that he thought a military victory, rather than a negotiated peace, 
"would be perhaps both possible and probable" in the ludo-China 
war. Wilson admitted that the United States has "a proper in-

. fluence" upon France in not conducting negotiations. The American 
magazine Time carried an article on. the 15th which said: "The 
Joint Chiefs beiieve, professionally, that the war is being lost because 
the French tactics have been poor. From a strictly military view­
point, the chiefs would like to 1) install a U.S. commander, 2) sup­
port him with U.S. air power and a naval blockade of the China 
coast, 3) give him money and men to develop independent native 
armies." 

February 15 Commander of U.S. Far East Air Forces Weyland 
announced that a dozen American B-26 bombers and 250 American 
airmen and officers were posted at two coastal air bases in Indo­
China. Weyland also declared that the American air forces had 
extended their Far East area courier service to include Indo-China. 

February 17 A spokesman of the Viet-Nam People's Army 
General Headquarters told press reporters that the VP A had gained 
a series of victories on all fronts in Viet-Nam during the Winter­
Spring Campaign and the Lao People's Liberation Army had also 
achieved brilliant successes in northern, central and southern Pathet 
Lao. He said that enemy casualties in Viet-Nam and Pathet Lao 
in the past two months amounted to 28,000 men. 

February 18 The Berlin Conference of the Foreign Ministers of 
the Soviet Union, France, Britain and the United States closed. 
'I'he agreement reached at the Conference called for the convocation 
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of a conference at Geneva on April 26 by the representatives of the 
Soviet Union, the United States, Britain, F:ance, the People's Re­
public of China and other interested countries so .a~ to seek for a 
peaceful solution of the Korean question. In addition, the_ Gen~va 
Conference will discuss the restoration of peace in I~do-Chi~a with 
the participation of the representatives of the So_viet Un~on, the 
United States, Britain, France, the People's Republic of Chma and 

other countries concerned. 
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