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Preface

In 1858, a combined French and Spanish Force occupi-
ed Tourane, a port in central Viet-Nam.

In 1859, French troops occupied Saigon.

In 1862, France coerced the Nguyen Dynasty of Viet-
Nam to sign the Saigon Treaty by which France, besides
securing many privileges, seized control of the three pro-
vinces in the southern part of Viet-Nam as well as Poulo
Condor.

In 1863, France forced the king of Cambodia (Khmer)
to agree to a French protectorate over Khmer.

In 1867, France annexed the whole of South Viet-Nam
(Cochin-China).

In 1884, France forced Viet-Nam and Khmer to sign
treaties by which Viet-Nam and Khmer became French
protectorates.

In 1885, France concluded the Tientsin Treaty with
the Manchu Government of China by which the Manchu
Government was forced to recognize Viet-Nam as a French
protectorate.

In 1887, France amalgamated Annam, Tonkin, Cochin-
China and Khmer to form French Indo-China and placed it
under the rule of a ¥French governor-general.

In 1893, France established its protectorate over Laos
(Pathet Lao) and in 1899 incorporated it into French Indo-
China. This brought the whole Indo-China peninsula under
the French colonial rule. The territory of Viet-Nam was
divided into three parts: the southern part became a French
colony; the central part became a kingdom under French
protectorate; and the northern part was “placed under”
French administration. : '
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Under French colonial rule, the Indo-Chinese people
were deprived of their most elementary human rights and
lived in the most deplorable conditions. Franklin D.
Roosevelt, the late President of the United States, once
remarked: “The native Indo-Chinese have been so flagrant-
ly downtrodden that they thought to themselves: Any-
thing must be better than to live under French colonial
rule!”

During the last eighty years and more, patriots of
Viet-Nam, Pathet Lao and Khmer have carried on a
resolute and undaunted struggle for freedom. They have
held high the barner of national liberation. Many revolts
have been organized, one following close upon anocther.
These include the Truong Quyen Revolt in South Viet-Nam
and the Po Kum Bo Revolt in Khmer in 1863, the Hue
Revolt in 1884, the Khmer people’s revolts in the provinces
of Kompong-Cham and Kompong—Thom in 1885 and 1886,
the Saigon Revolt in 1886, the Phan Dinh Phung Revolt
of Viet-Nam in 1893, the long drawn out guerilla war led
by Heoang Hoa Tham which started in 1903, the Phu Mi Bum
patriotic movement led by Phok Ba Duct in Pathet Lao in
1901, the Aung ¥eo and Aung Kumadan Revolt of Pathet
Lao in 1910 and the guerilla war which followed and lasted
25 years, the Thai-Nguyen Revolt in 1917, and the Yen-Bai
Revolt in 19390.

Although 2all these revolts were brutally suppressed
by the French colonialists, they served as an eloquent de-
claration to the whole world that the Indo-Chinese people
will never tamely submit to enslavement and that they
would uitimately win freedom and independence.

In 1940, the Jjapanese imperialists, who had launched
a war of aggression against China, demanded of the French
Government that Japanese troops be admitted into Indo-
China, for the purpose of preparing for their war in the
Pacific. The French colonial authorities, which had been
notorious for their ferocity and brutality towards the Indo-
Chinese people, were completely servile to Japanese fascists.

W

Thus, a new colonial master—Japanese fascism—was im-
posed upon Indo-China.

The occupation of Indo-China by Japanese fascism
brought to the Indo-Chinese people a deeper and graver
national crisis. In face of this crisis, the Indo-Chinese
people rallied together in a still broader unity than ever
before and waged a struggle for national independence on
an unprecedented scale. With the defeat of Japanese im-
perialism in World War II, the Indo-Chinese people at last
won their independence.

However, the French colonialists, who had surrendered
to the Japanese fascists, now sought to recover their former
positions in Indo-China. They attempted with armed force
and 1J.S. assistance to subjugate the Indo-Chinese people.
Ags a result, shortly after World War II ended, a new war
broke out in Indo-China. o

The war in Indo-China has now become one of the
centres of world tension, one of the points on which all eyes
are focussed. All those who are concerned with the Indo-
Chinese question will be greatly assisted in getting a true
understanding of it by the following sketch of historical
developments since 1940.
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1940

September 23 Japanese troops marched into Indo-China, the
domain of the French colonialists.

Earlier, in June, Japan made a series of demands on the French
authorities in Indo-China which included: permission for Japanese
troops to pass through Indo-China for an attack on China; closing
the border between China and Viet-Nam, and occupying military
bases in Tonkin. The French authorities assented to all these Japa-
nese demands and repeatedly notified the Japanese Government that
they recognized Japan’s “dominant political and economic interests
in the Far East” and gave assurance of allowing Japan to acquire
“a most favourable position” in Indo-China.

On September 4, France and Japan signed a military agreement
which permitted Japanese troops to penetrate the areas north of the
Red River. On September 15, France was asked to cede Hanoi,
Haiphong and her naval bases in Camranh Bay and Kwangchowwan.
France agreed. On September 22, another military agreement was
signed between France and Japan which permitted Japan to station
troops in Indo-China. All these arrangements opened the way for
the subsequent occupation of Indo-China by Japanese troops.

On the same day, the Vichy Government issued a communiqué
stating that the Franco-Japanese agreement on the stationing of
Japanese troops in Indo-China was aimed at “facilitating the estab-
lishment of a new order in East Asia and settlement of the -Sino-
Japanese Incident.” The communiqué also stated that the French
authorities in Indo-China were to provide the Japanese Army with
facilities to continue its drive against China. In turn, Japan recog-
nized France’s “sovereignty and territorial integrity” in Indo-China.

Also on September 23, the people in Bac-Son, Lang-Son Prov-
ince, Viet-Nam, rose against the French colonialists for their sell-
out of Indo-China to the Japanese imperialists. In October, the
people liberated Bac-Son and established a people’s regime. A
guerilla detachment, organized by the insurrectionists, launched an
attack against Japanese-occupied Lang-Son. The Japanese accepted
the French offer of four French battalions to help suppress the
Viet-Namese people’s guerillas. Although this people’s insurrection
was finally quelled after two months by joint French and Japanese
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1940

forces, the armed insurrectionists continued their resistance against
the Japanese and French imperialists and gradually grew into the
Viet-Nam People’s Army.

November 23 People’s insurrections broke out in many provinces
of South Viet-Nam. Many places were liberated in My-Tho, Bae-
Lieu and Soc-Trang Provinces and people’s committees set up in
them. During the insurrection in Cao-Lanh, the red flag with a
gold star was hoisted for the first time. This flag was later adopted
as the national flag of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam. The
Cao-Lanh insurrection ended in failure as a result of joint suppres-
sion by French and Japanese troops. More than 7,000 patriots were
arrested and confined in Poulo Condor. Large numbers of people
were put to death.

1941

-Januai‘y 13 Uprising of Viet-Namese soldiers stationed in the
area of Do-Luong, Vinh Province.

May 6 The Vichy Government signed an economic agreement
with Japan, granting Japan “most-favoured nation treatment” for
her industrial and commercial enterprises and in other economic
activities in Indo-China. Japanese goods were to be taxed at the
lowest rates and many items exempted from customs duty. The
agreement also stipulated that the French authorities in Indo-China
export various strategic materials and commodities to Japan.

May 9 France and Japan concluded the “Protocol on Mutual
Guarantee and Political Understanding Between Japan and France.”
In this Protdcol, France agreed not to sign with any third power
an agreement on political, economic or military co-operation with
regard to Indo-China that might, directly or indirectly, interfere
with Japan’s interests there.

May 19 The Viet-Nam Independence League (Viet-Minh) was
organized at a joint conference of political parties and groups and
social organizations including the Communist Party of Indo-China
(predecessor of the Viet-Nam Lao Dong Party), the Socialist Party,
the Nationalist Party, the Viet-Nam Workers’ National Salvation
Association, the Peasants’ National Salvation Association, the Na-
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‘December 9

tional Salvation Association of Culture, the Women’s National Salva-
tion Association, the Young Men’s National Salvation Association, the
Buddhists’” National Salvation Association, the Catholics’ National

. Salvation Association and the Businessmen’s National Salvation As-

sociation. Ho Chi Minh, leader of the Viet-Namese people, was
elected President of the Viet-Nam Independence League (Viet-Minh).
From its inauguration, the Viet-Minh organized guerilla forces in
order to develop armed struggle against the Japanese occupation. The
Viet-Namese people’s resistance was thus placed under unified leader-
ship. The Viet-Minh was commonly acknowledged as the sole anti-
Japanese forece in Viet-Nam. The French paper La Marseillaise
stated on May 15, 1946, “While French high officials were being good
little Pétainists, the Viet-Namese fought with rare courage under the
leadership of President Ho against Japanese fascism.” La Rue said
on August 9, 1946, “The Viet-Minh comprised all democratic forces
of the country.” France Nouvelle said on June 8, 1946, “The whole
of this resistance is the work of the Viet-Minh.”

July 29 France and Japan signed an agreement on the ‘“joint
defence of French Indo-China,” by which both countries pledged
themselves to military “co-operation” in the “common defence” of
Inde-China.

On the same day, the Vichy Government, in a note to the Japa-
nese Government, accorded the latter the right to send land, naval
and air forces to southern Indo-China; to make use of eight cities,
including Siem-Reap and Phnom-Penh as Japanese air bases, and
Saigon and Camranh Bay as naval bases. The French note also
granted Japan the right to station troops in Indo-China and their
freedom of movement. France agreed to bear the expenses of the

Japanese occupation.
December 8 Japan unleashed war in the Pacific.

A local military agreement concerning the “joint de-
fence 'of French Indo-China” was signed between Decoux, the Vichy

-Government’s Governor-General of Indo-China, and Major General Tyo
(Yoshizawa), representing the Japanese Army, by which the French
‘authorities agreed to co-operate, “with all means.at their disposal,”

with the Japanese Army “in the defence of French Indo-China”; to

“guarantee public order throughout Indo-China during the Japanese

Army’s military operations so as to safeguard the rear of the Japa-
nese Army”; and to provide the Japanese Army with all facilities
for troop movements, food supplies, ete.
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1942

" March 4

1942

October 10 The Viet-Minh issued a statement, ealling on French
soldiers and French nationals for unity with the Viet-Namese people
to fight against the Japanese invaders. The appeal stated: “We
are ready to co-operate with all French people in Indo-China, both
civilian and military, who are sincere in their desire to fight with us
against the fascist Franco-Japanese military. . .. Let us form an
anti-fascist, anti-Japanese Viet-Nam-French front on Indo-Chinese
territory!” .

From 1941 to 1945, the Viet-Minh advocated on many occasions
co-operation with the French authorities in a joint fight against the
Japanese aggressors. But the French authorities in Indo-China re-
mained all along on the side of the Japanese Army and perpetrated
brutalities against the Viet-Namese people who resolutely fought
the Japanese invaders. The French paper La Défense stated on
May 10, 1946, “It was the Viet-Namese who raised the standard in
the anti-fascist struggle, calling upon the Free French people to
fight for the common cause with them. Decoux and his agents re-
plied with terrible reprisals.”

1943

French Governor-General Decoux signed an agreement
with the Japanese authorities, modifying the economic agreement of
May 6, 1941, to give even more far-reaching economic concessions to
Japan. The new economic agreement stipulated: 1. Free participa-
tion by Japanese nationals in all enterprises on the same footing as
French citizehs, and the guarantee of all agricultural, mining and
other concessions that Japan might need “for military reasons”;
and 2. The French authorities must facilitate the production, dis-
tribution and export of all products required by Japan “for military
reasons.”

December 8 A declaration on the post-war status of Indo-China
was issued by the French Committee of National Liberation in North
Africa (predecessor of the post-war French Government). The De-
claration characterized the surrender and betrayal by the French
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authorities in Indo-China as béing “imposed” by the Japanese and
hinted at continued French control over Indo-China after the war.
A% the same time, the Declaration promised to give “a new political
status” to “those who have affirmed their national sentiments and
political responsibilities.”

1944

September 5 The Viet-Minh issued a proclamation warning the
French of Japan’s scheme of openly occupying Indo-China. The
proclamation saw Indo-China “on the eve of a decisive event” and
called on the free and progressive forces in Indo-China to launch a
struggle to “prevent the imminent political crisis before it is too
late.”

The Viet-Minh’s warning was ignored by the French authorities
in Indo-China. :

December 22 The Viet-Nam Liberation Army was formed. To
celebrate the birth of the Liberation Army, meetings were held in
Hoang Hoa Tham and Tran Hung Dao. Representatives of the
Liberation Army stated at these meetings that the Army’s aim was
to awaken the people to armed resistance and to lay the political
and military foundations for future uprisings. »

This armed force gradually expanded till it became the Viet-
Nam People’s Army. December 22 is thus marked as the founding
day of the Viet-Nam People’s Army.

By the end of 1944, the Viet-Nam people’s anti-Japanese armed
forces had liberated six provinces in North Viet-Nam, namely:
Cao-Bang, Bac-Kan, Tuyen-Quang, Thai-Nguyen, Lang-Son and
Ha-Giang. People’s committees were established in all these
provinces to organize the people’s armed resistance against the
Japanese and, at the same time, to carry out extensive economic,
social and cultural reforms.
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1945

March 9 The Viet-Minh’s warning proved correct—the Japanese
Army formally occupied the whole of Indo-China. A communigqué
issued by the Japanese Army Headquarters stated: “In view of
the lack of sincerity demonstrated by the French authorities in
Indo-China . . . our forces stationed there have decided to assume
the defence of that country and are taking the necessary measures.”
The Japanese troops disarmed all French forces, except those
stationed at certain points in the border area of North Viet-Nam,
and liquidated the French organs of control without meeting any
French resistance.

March 11 Propped up by Japan, Emperor Bao Dai of Annam
formed a puppet government. In a statement, Bao Dai proclaimed
the “immediate abolition of the treaty of protectorate signed with
France” and said he was going to follow the “directives of the Joint
Manifesto of Greater East Asia.” He also expressed his “confidence
in Japan’s sincerity and his determination to co-operate with Japan
towards the stated goal.”

March 24 The Provisional Government of the Republic ¢f France
issued the declaration that Indo-China would again come - under
French control after the war.. The declaration recognized that the
Viet-Namese people “have acquired a new qualification for their
rightful - place” through their heroic struggles against Japanese
aggression. The declaration stated that France intended to make
Indo-China a “Federation” of “five states.” But Indo-China was
only to “enjoy its proper freedom within the French Union” and
the “external interests” of this Union must be represented by
France. The French declaration permitted Indo-China to have its

- own government, on condition that it be headed by the French Gov-

ernor-General and “composed of the ministers responsible to him.”
The declaration called for an assembly to be elected “according to
the pattern of elections most appropriate to each state within the
Federation of Indo-China” and stated that “French interests must
be represented in the assembly.”

On March 25, Minister for Overseas France Paul Giaccobbi in
a broadcast speech expressed ‘fullest vrespect for the cultural
characteristics of every constituent member of the Federation,” but
they must all be “closely associated with French culture.” He also
stated that Indo-China “would have her own land, sea and air
forces” which, however, would form “part of the general defence
system of the French Union.”

June 4 The liberated areas of Viet-Nam merged formally into
one unified- whole. A provisional committee was set up in this
unified liberated area to guide the people in their struggle for na-

© tional liberation.

August 8. The Soviet Union declared war on Japan. On the 9th,
the Red Army of the Soviet Union attacked the Japanese army.
On the 10th, Japan informed the Allies it was ready to surrender
and on the 15th it surrendered unconditionally.

August 13 The Viet-Nam Independence League formed an
Insurrection Committee which ordered the Viet-Nam People’s Army
into action throughout the country and called on the people to join
in this general uprising. At the same time, the General Head-
quarters of the Viet-Minh told the Japanese Army to lay down arms
and hand over the state power to the Viet-Namese people. '

August 16-17 More than 60 people’s representatives of all see-
tions and of the various nationalities of Viet-Nam met in a national
people’s congress at Tan-Trien Village, on the border of Tuyen-Quang
and Thai-Nguyen Provinces. The congress resolved unanimously to
mobilize the people throughout the country to seize power and to
establish the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam on the basis of com-
plete independence. The congress also decided to carry out the 10-
point Viet-Minh programme for national independence and democra-
tic reforms. The congress elected the National Liberation Commit-
tee of Viet-Nam which was to exercise the functions of a provisional
government, pending the establishment of a formal government. -

August 17 Demonstrations were held by the Viet-Namese people
in Hanoi and many other places. Representatives of the Viet-Minh
everywhere called on the people to rise up and seize power.

On August 17, the French Government appointed Viee-Admiral
Thierry d’Argenlieu French High Commissioner in Indo-China.

August 19 The people rose up in Hanoi and established a provi-
sional revolutionary order. August 19 was adopted as the Day of
Victory in the August Revolution. ’

August 22 The representative of French High Commissioner
d’Argenlien in North Viet-Nam, Sainteny, arrived in Hanoi aboard
a U.S. plane. C

On the same day, d’Argenliev’s representative in South Viet-
Nam, Cedille, was airdropped and taken to Saigon by the Japanese
Army.

August 24 Japanese-supported Emperor Bao Dai of Annam
declared he was “determined” to abdicate and to “transfer his powers

7

1945




1945

to the Democratic Republican Government.” In his Act of Abdica-
tion, Bao Dai called on the people to “unite as one man and whole-
heartedly stand by the Democratic Government.” He also stated:
“We are happy to be the free citizens of an independent country.
We will not allow anyone to abuse our name or the name of the
royal family for sowing dissension among our compatriots.”

On September 10, Bao Dal was invited to act as adviser to the
Provisional Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam.
But he left Hanoi for Chungking and then sneaked into Hongkong
in 1946. )

August 25 Big demonstrations were held by the people in Saigon
and the cities and provinces of South Viet-Nam, in response to the
Viet-Minh’s call. People’s Committees were set up for South Viet-
Nam and for the various provinces and state power was taken over
by the people.

August 27 Cedille, French representative in South Viet-Nam, met
with a representative of Viet-Nam and handed him the French Gov-
ernment’s declaration of March 24 on French intentions for renewed
control over Indo-China. The representative of Viet-Nam express-
ed the friendly feelings the Viet-Namese people have for the new
France and pointed out that this declaration cannot serve as the
basis for discussions on the relations between France and Viet-Nam.

The Viet-Namese representative made it clear that recognition
by France of Viet-Nam’s independence was the prerequisite to any
agreement that might be reached, and that Viet-Nam was prepared
to negotiate with France only on this basis.

August 28 The Provisional Government of the Democratic Re-
public of Viet-Nam (i.e. the National Liberation Committee of Viet-
Nam) issued a proclamation to the people, announcing that state
power was in the hands of the National Liberation Committee; that,
for the broadest representation of the national united front, the
National Liberation Committee was to be reorganized, with all pa-
triots participating, to shoulder the tasks entrusted to the Committee
by the people before the inauguration of a permanent government.
By thesend of August, the patriots of Pathet Lao had formed the
National Liberation Committee of Pathet Lao, under the leadership
of Prince Souphanouvong, to strive for national independence, unity
and democracy, and to seize political power.

September 2 At a mass meeting in Hanoi, attended by 500,000
people, Ho Chi Minh, as President of the Viet-Nam Provisional Gov-
ernment, proclaimed his. country’s independence and issued the
Declaration of Independence of the Democratic Republic of Viet-
Nam. The Declaration quoted from the Declaration of Independence
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of the United States of America and from the French Declaration
of the Rights of Man and of Citizens that all men are created equal

~ and endowed with the inalienable rights of life, liberty and the
‘pursuit of happiness. But France was acting contrary to humanity

and justice in its colonial rule in Indo-China. After a recital of the
brutalities perpetrated by the French rulers in a period of eighty
years and the submissive attitude towards Japan in the latter’s five-
year occupation of Indo-China, the Declaration pointed out: “The
truth is that our people have wrested and regained state power from
the Japanese and not from the French. . . . Our people have broken
the chains of slavery that bound us for nearly 100 years and have
won the independence of Viet-Nam. Our people have also over-
thrown the monarchical regime of the past several thousand years
and have established a democratic republic in its stead. Hence, we
declare, as the Provisional Government of the new Viet-Nam, on
behalf of all the people, that the colonial relationship with France
is at an end, that all the old treaties signed between Viet-Nam and
France are null and void, and that all special privileges of France
in Viet-Nam are hereby abrogated. The people of Viet-Nam stand
firmly against all French imperialist intrigues. We are confident
that the Allied Powers who recognized the principle of equality
among nations at the Teheran conference and at the San Francisco
conference cannot fail to recognize the right of Viet-Nam to fight
for its liberty and independence.” The Declaration -concluded
solemnly: “A people that has courageously opposed French colonial
rule for more than 80 years, a people that has courageously fought
fascism by the side of the Allied Powers during the past years, this
people will win its freedom and independence. We solemnly declare
to the world: Viet-Nam has the right to freedom and independence
and has, in fact, become a free and independent country. . . .”

September 21 The first contingent of French troops, brought by
British warships, landed in Saigon. According to an agreement
reached between the Allied Powers, Japanese troops in Indo-China
north of the 16th parallel were to surrender to Kuomintang troops,
while those south of the 16th parallel were to surrender to British
troops. The Kuomintang and British forces whose task was to dis-
arm the Japanese forces and send them home, had already entered
North and South Viet-Nam.

September 23 Saigon was occupied by a French landing party
assisted by the French troops who had been disarmed by the Japan-
ese and who had been assembled by Cedille, the French High Com-
missioner’s representative in South Viet-Nam. The government
offices of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam in Saigon were forcibly
occupied. War broke out in South Viet-Nam between France, which
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was attempting to reconquer Viet-Nam, and the Viet-Namese people,
who opposed the French colonialists.

At the same time, French troops renewed their attacks on Khmer.
After the surrender of Japan, Khmer proclaimed its independence
and established a people’s regime throughout the country. One week
after their invasion of South Viet-Nam, the French forces occupied
Phnom Penh, capital of Khmer. After occupying Khmer, the French
ordered the Japanese-supported XKing of Cambodia, Norodom
Sihanouk, to form a puppet government in October. Khmer patriots
organized the Khmer Independence Committee to resist the French
forees.

October 5 The main force of the French troops, led by Leclere,
French Commander-in-Chief in the Far East, arrived in Indo-China,
together with British troops. An Anglo-French agreement was con-
cluded, illegally stipulating that only French administrative organs
were to have civil administrative power over the British-occupied
area. After the evacuation of the British forces, the French im-
mediately started military operations in an effort to occupy Indo-
China using Saigon as their jumping board. Leclere boasted that
the French could reconquer the whole of Indo-China within three
months.

October 12 The Lao People’s Committee was set up in Vientiane
and organized the Provisional Resistance Government of Pathet Lao.
Pathet Lao proclaimed its independence.

November 10 King Sisavang Vong of Pathet Lao abdicated and
issued a statement saying: “I place myself under the authority of
the new government of Pathet Lao, which has been constituted and
is the real and legitimate government of Pathet Lao.”

1946

January 6 The Viet-Nam Democratic Republic held National
Assembly elections on a nation-wide scale. The suffrage was on a
universal, direct and equal basis, irrespective of nationality, belief,
condition of property or sex. Over 90 per cent of the qualified
voters in the.great majority of the cities and provinces in the Demo-
cratic Republic. of Viet-Nam took part in the elections. In most
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provinces in French-occupied South Viet-Nam, over 90 per cent of
the voters also took part in the elections.
The Viet-Minh scored vietory in the elections by winning 230

. of the 300 seats in the National Assembly.

February 4 Thierry d’Argenlieu set up.a South Viet-Nam Ad-
visory Committee in the French-occupied area, composed of French
colonialists and Viet-Namese puppets.

February 25 A meeting was held between President Ho Chi Minh
and the French negotiator Sainteny on the possibility of holding
Viet-Nam-France talks. President Ho Chi Minh reiterated Viet-
Nam’s policy of independence and co-operation. Sainteny voiced
France’s willingness to recognize Viet-Nam’s right to have its own
government, parliament, army and independent finance “within the
French Union.” Both sides shared the opinion that preliminary
conditions for the success of negotiations must assume, firstly, an
atmosphere of relaxation and harmony and, secondly, immediate
ceasefire on all fronts. ]

On March 18, 1947, Marius Moutet, Minister for Overseas
France, revealed in a speech to the French National Assembly that
the aim of the French Government at that time was to facilitate the
occupation of North Viet-Nam by French troops through negotia-
tion. Moutet said: “QOur troops were not numerous—15,000 men
— . . . How heavy were the losses to be sustained, if we were to
proceed from Haiphong to Hanoi by force of arms under such
conditions? I believe that for the combatants as well as non-com-
batants, the number of casualties would have been several hundred
times higher than those of December 19 (the date Hanoi was
re-occupied by French troops—Ed.).

February 28 The Kuomintang government reached an agreement
with the French Government: The areas of Viet-Nam north of the
16th parallel occupied by the Kuomintang troops were to be taken
over by the French troops not later than March 31.

March 2 The first plenary session of the National Assembly of
the Viet-Nam Democratic Republic was held in Hanoi.

March 3 The National Assembly elected the Government of the
Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam with Ho Chi Minh as President
of the Republic.

March 6 After several months of negotiations, the governments
of Viet-Nam and France signed a preliminary agreement in Hanoi.
The Agreement stipulated that the French Government should re-
cognize the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam as “a free state having
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its own government, parliament, army and finance.” As to the
reunion of the three “Ky” (Provinces), the Agreement stated that
it would be decided by the people through referendum and that the
French Government pledged to “ratify the decisions taken by the
inhabitants through referendum.” The Agreement also stipulated
that on ratification, “each of the high contracting parties shall take
all necessary measures to bring hostilities to an immediate cessation
and to maintain their troops in their respective positions.” Both
sides agreed to continue talks on the questions of the diplomatic
relations between Viet-Nam and other countries, the future status
of Indo-China and French economic and cultural interests in Viet-
Nam.

March 7 The Preliminary Agreement was breached by the French
on the day following its signing. By refusing to dispatch their
representative to enforce the ceasefire in South Viet-Nam, the
French violated the agreement that both sides should send members
on March 7 to form a mixed ceasefire committee for Central and
South Viet-Nam. The French even demanded that the Viet-Namese
troops in South Viet-Nam should move to the French positions in
order to be disarmed—a breach of the agreement which provided
that both sides should bring hostilities to an immediate end and
maintain their respective positions. When their demand was re-
jected, the French troops in South Viet-Nam immediately launched
attacks on the Viet-Namese forces, setting fire to villages and
executing Viet-Namese patriots on the pretext of clearing these
areas.

March 12 The French Commissioner in South Viet-Nam, Cedille,
openly told the Nam Ky (South Viet-Nam) Advisory Committee that
the Preliminary Agreement should apply only to the northern part
of Viet-Nam.

March 18 Led by Leclerc, Commander-in-Chief of French Forces
in the Far East, French troops entered Hanoi and other areas in
North Viet-Nam. Subsequently, the French opened attacks on
Pathet Lao.

April 3 A “Staff Officers’ Agreement” was signed between Viet-
Nam and France. According to this agreement, the number of
French troops in areas north of the 16th parallel should not exceed
15,000 and they should be stationed in about a dozen places including
Hanoi and Haiphong. Consent should be obtained from the Viet-
Namese side before any movement of French troops.

April 6 In violation of the Agreement, the French Commander-
in-Chief in the Far East, Leclere, issued a directive to his troops,
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saying: “It is not purely and simply a question of re-establishing
the previously existing French order, it is a question of defending
French interests during the course of negotiations in Indo-China

" and Paris. This defence must be effectuated by the slow method,

which marks a steady day-by-day progress, and by force when
necessary.”

April 10 Valluy, French Commander in North Viet-Nam, order-
ed his troops to work out “a plan of action for the occupation of
cities.” In a directive he outlined some main points for this plan
and called for: “a series of measures which must have the effect of
progressively modifying and finally transforming what is purely a
military operation into a ‘coup d’etat’.”

April 19 The Viet-Namese and French delegations continued
negotiations in Dalat, South Viet-Nam, on the basis of the
Preliminary Agreement. The negotiations lasted for nearly a
month and ended fruitlessly on May 11 as a result of the French
refusal to agree to a peaceful settlement and to the principle of
independence for Viet-Nam and their insistence on the partitioning
of Viet-Nam. - During the negotiations, the demand of the Viet-
Namese delegate for the right of Viet-Nam to independence in
diplomatic matters, was rejected by the French. On military
questions, though the French side could not but agree to setting up
a ceasefire committee, yet they persistently refused to nominate
their representatives.. On the question of South Viet-Nam, when the
Viet-Namese delegate took a firm stand against partitioning the
territory of Viet-Nam, the French side refused to even discuss the
question.

April 20 King Sisavang Vong of Laos, who had been abdicated,
was restored to his throne by the feudalists while French troops were
pressing in on the borders of Pathet Lao.

May 13 The attacking French troops occupied Luang Prabang
after taking Vientiane, capital of Pathet Lao. Sisavang Vong
begged for French protection and a puppet government was formed
with his son at its head.

Patriots of Pathet Lao set up a Liberation Committee in the
border regions between Viet-Nam and Pathet Lao to lead the re-
sistance movement of the people. ‘

May 27 The Viet-Nam National United Front (Lien-Viet) was
established. This organization united around itself patriotic
intellectuals, national bourgeoisie, religious sects and all other
patriotic elements prepared to strive for the independence and free-
dom of Viet-Nam.

1
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June 1.  In violation of the Preliminary Agreement between
Viet-Nam and France that the question of South Viet-Nam should
be decided through a referendum of the people, the French Com-
missioner in South Viet-Nam, Cedille, took single-handed action in
forming a government of the “Republic of Cochin-China” with
Nguyen Van Thinh as the puppet president. In a statement on
July 21 President Ho Chi Minh said that the Viet-Nam Government
reaffirmed the status of South Viet-Nam as “an integral part of
Viet-Nam.” He pointed out: “Nam-Bo (South Viet-Nam) is the
flesh of our flesh and the blood of our blood. This is borne out by
our common racial origin, our common culture and our common
historical development. Long before Corsica was French territory,
Nam-Bo was already a part of Viet-Nam.”

June 28 Violating the Agreement again, the French troops
launched attacks in the highland areas, the southwestern part of
Central Viet-Nam.

July 6 Negotiations were opened between the Viet-Namese and
French delegations on the questions left unsolved by the Preliminary
Agreement and the Dalat conference. The negotiations, held at
Fontainebleau in the suburbs of Paris, were several times broken
off as a result of French obstruction.

During the negotiations, the French side persisted in its refusal
to recognize Viet-Nam’s independence in foreign relations and
proposed in its stead to include Viet-Namese diplomatic personnel
in certain French embassies and legations abroad. On military
issues, the French turned their backs on the terms of the Prelimin-
ary Agreement providing for an independent Viet-Namese army and
insisted on the setting up of a General Staff headed by a French
general for the Federation of Indo-China. The Viet-Namese side
pointed out that this would rob the Viet-Nam Army of its
independence. On economic questions, the French scrapped the
provisions of the Preliminary Agreement concerning Viet-Nam'’s
independent finance and insisted that the Viet-Nam customs must
be put under the control of the so-called Federation of Indo-China.
The Viet-Namese side pointed out that this was in fact depriving
Viet-Nam of its sovereign right in regard to financial matters. “It
deprives Viet-Nam of its main source of budgetary income,” the
Viet-Namese delegation stated.

August 1 The Office of the French High Commissioner in Indo-
China summoned the representatives of the puppet governments of
Laos, Cambodia and Cochin-China to a “Federation Conference” at
Dalat to draft the “constitution” of the so-called Federation of Indo-
China. The aim of the conference was to create an atmosphere
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detrimental to the Viet-Nam—France negotiations in progress at
Fontainebleau. The Viet-Namese delegation to the Fontainebleau

talks lodged a strong protest against this conference.

Aungust 3 French troops moved beyond the areas set by the
Agreement to perpetrate armed provocations and later occupied
Bac-Ninh.

September 14 A modus vivendi was signed between Viet-Nam
and France at Fontainebleau after important concessions were made
by the Viet-Namese delegation in the cause of peace. The modus
vivendi reaffirmed the Preliminary Agreement of March 6 and
provided for the resumption of the talks not later than January
1947. Both sides agreed to end all hostilities and acts of viclence
and to refrain from arresting any Viet-Namese or Frenchman who
was loyal to his own country. The Viet-Namese side recognized
French economic and cultural interests in Viet-Nam and France on
her part pledged to respect the rights of democcracy and freedom of
the people in the southern part of Viet-Nam. Such major issues as
Viet-Nam’s independence in foreign relations and the sovereignty
of Nam-Bo (South Viet-Nam), remained unsolved. President Ho
Chi Minh said that although he was not satisfied with the modus
vivendi yet he held that it was a step forward towards the establish-
ment of normal relations between France and Viet-Nam. Sub-
sequently, both the Viet-Namese and French sides ordered a ceasefire
in Nam-Bo (South Viet-Nam). The French were in fact, however,
preparing for a large-scale war. They repeatedly engineered bloody
incidents in Haiphong, Hanoi and other cities in North Viet-Nam
as a means of provoking the Viet-Namese side.

October 15 After forcibly seizing the Viet-Namese customs and
driving away the Viet-Namese customs officers, the French
arbitrarily set up their customs control in Haiphong in contravention
of the Preliminary Agreement concerning the establishment of a
joint customs committee.

October 21 The French Command issued a special order to its
troops calling on them to be prepared to take the initiative in a
war of intervention at any moment and to draw up accordingly plans
for attack. The order was intercepted by the Viet-Nam People’s
Army.

November 8 The second session of the National Assembly of the
Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam adopted the Constitution. Chapter
One of the Constitution states: ‘“Viet-Nam is a democratic republie.
The entire public power rests with the Viet-Namese people as a
whole, without distinction of race, sex, property, class or creed.
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The territory of Viet-Nam, comprising the northern, central and
southern parts, constitutes an indivisible whole.” The Constitution
stipulates that the supreme organ of the state authority is the uni-
cameral National Assembly which is elected in accordance with the
system of universal suffrage by the method of free, direct and secret
ballot. All Viet-Namese citizens, men and women of 18 years of
age and over, have the right to vote. All who are 21 years of age
and over and can read and write the national language, are eligible
for election. The Government of Viet-Nam is composed of the
President, the Vice-President and the Council of Ministers. The
President is elected by the National Assembly by a voting majority
of two-thirds. The mandate of Presidency is for five years.

November 20 French troops in Haiphong prevented the Viet-
Namese customs from performing its duty and fired on the Viet-
Namese customs personnel and policemen. When the Viet-Nam
troops fired back in self-defence, this was taken by the French
authorities as a pretext for their subsequent occupation of Haiphong
and Lang-Son.

December 6 President Ho Chi Minh sent an urgent appeal to
the French National Assembly demanding-that the French Govern-
ment order its Command in Viet-Nam to restore conditions in
Haiphong and Lang-Sen to those prevailing before November 20
and so to implement the modus vivendi and establish a foundation
for sincere and permanent co-operation between Viet-Nam and
France.

Decentber 9 French troops violated the Staff Officers’ Agreement
by sending excessive numbers of foreign legionaries, several times
more than the quota, to land at Tourane.

December 12 French troops launched attacks on Mon-Cay, Dinh-
Lap and other places. On the same day, President Ho Chi Minh
addressed a letter to French Premier Bidault, strongly protesting
against the violations of the agreement by the French troops and
demanding that the French Government take appropriate measures.
December 15 President Ho Chi Minh addressed another message
to the newly appointed French Premier Léon Blum, demanding that
the French troops withdraw from the occupied positions and
cease their provocations so as to prevent the situation from .de-
teriorating. President Ho Chi Minh also proposed immediately set-
ting up a mixed commission at Hanoi and another at Saigon for the
settlement of the disputes as provided for in the terms of the
Preliminary Agreement.

December 17 French troops attacked the garrison of the Viet-
Namese self-defence corps in the An-Ninh district of Hanoi and
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shelled the district. They set fire to the houses and massacred the
civilians. The victims included 49 killed and more than 20 injured.
December 18 President Ho Chi Minh again sent a message to

- French Premier Léon Blum pointing out that acts of provocation

committed by French troops were creating an atmosphere of war.
He demanded that the French authorities observe the agreements
and proposed that a French parliamentary mission should be sent
to Viet-Nam to investigate the situation.

On the same day, President Ho Chi Minh cabled Vlncent Auriol,
President of the French National Assembly, stating that despite
the sincere desire for peace on the part of the government and people
of Viet-Nam and the fact that Viet-Nam troops and police had been
ordered to refrain from any reprisals, French provocations were
inereasing considerably. He pointed out that “the present situation
is the result of a policy aimed at presenting the new French
Government with the fait accompli of a militarily subdued Viet-
Nam.” He demanded that the French Government “take urgent
steps to bring an end to the present situation.” '

On the same day, the premises of Viet-Nam’s Ministries of
Finance and Communications in Hanoi were seized by French troops.
Moliére, French Commander in North Viet-Nam, issued an ultimatum
demanding that the Viet-Namese side remove all barricades and
ramparts, dissolve the self-defence corps and hand over the police
administration. ‘

December 19 President Ho Chi Minh again sent an urgent
appeal to Léon Blum and Vincent Auriol pointing out that the
situation was seriously deteriorating and demanding an end to the
French provocations.

On the same day, President Ho Chi Minh addressed a letter
to Sainteny, French Commissioner in Hanoi, requesting steps be
taken by both sides to lessen the tense relations. Hoang Minh Giam,
representative of Viet-Nam, also called on Sainteny, but was refused
an interview.

In the evening, French troops in Hanoi, having completed their
preparations, started a general offensive. Since then, the French
had torn up all signed agreements and had carried out large-scale
aggression against the Viet-Namese people.

December 20 President Ho-Chi Minh issued a message to the
nation calling on the people, irrespective of age, sex, political and
religious beliefs, to jointly drive out the French colonialists and
save the fatherland. President Ho Chi Minh solemnly declared that
in defending their hard-won freedom, the Viet-Namese people would
struggle to the last drop of their blood and that final victory would
be theirs.
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Df'scember 24 Admiral Thierry d’Argenlien, French High Com-
missioner in- Indo-China, issued a statement in Saigon openly
declaring that France would not be “bound” by the terms of the
agreements. He said: “France is not disposed either to compromise
on or discuss the following points that she considers to be essential:
the maintenance and development of her present influence, and of
her economic interests . . . and the assurance of the security of the
strategic bases within the framework of the defence of the Federation
and of the French Union.” D’Argenlieu continued that “under the
present state of evolution of the peoples of Indo-China, France does
not intend to give them total independence unconditionally. . . .”
In conclusion, he ordered his troops to carry on the war “with vigour,
determination and courage.” ’

D(_ecember 31  The Government of the Democratic Republic of
Viet-Nam set a memorandum to the French Government, exposing
all French criminal manoeuvres since March 6. After citing fact
after fact, it stated: “It indisputably proves the determination of
the colonialists to re-establish their domination in this country, to
systematically sabotage the signed agreements, and thus to render
impossible all sincere and amicable collaboration between France
and Viet-Nam.” The memorandum finally proposed concrete steps
for a peaceful settlement: that both sides should order a ceasefire
and withdraw their troops to their original positions, and that the
French side should stop sending reinforcements. It also proposed
that both sides should send their competent representatives to discuss

al} unsolved issues in Paris so as to draft a formal treaty between
Viet-Nam and France.

1947

January 8 President Ho Chi Minh appealed to the Government,
the National Assembly and the people of France, reiterating the
Viet-Namese people’s demand for independence and unity, their hope
for a genuine peace and their willingness to co-operate with the
French people on the basis of equality and sincerity. He pointed
out that the Viet-Namese people had been dragged into a difficult
defensive war by the policy of armed conquest pursued by France
in Viet-Nam. In order to restore peace, President Ho Chi Minh
once more put forward the following three proposals: immediate
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January 19

cessation of hostilities, setting up of mixed commissions for the im-
plementation of the September 14 modus vivendi agreement and
immediate resumption of negotiations between Viet-Nam and France.

Answering questions at a press conference, President
o Chi Minh said that the Viet-Namese people were always ready
to negotiate, always ready to make peace, but they preferred death
to enslavement.

January 18 President Ho Chi Minh sent a letter to Vincent
Auriol, the new French President, appealing for immediate realiza-
tion of peace.

March 2 French forces launched a large-scale offensive and oc-
cupied Ha-Dong (Tonkin) and other places.

March 12 The Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet-
Nam promulgated the Labour Regulations, establishing the eight-
hour working day, providing free medical service for workers, pro-
hibiting children under 12 from working and granting eight weeks’
maternity leave to women workers. These facts prove that while
leading the country in an arduous war of resistance, the Viet-Namese
Government was doing everything possible to improve the living
conditions of the people. )

March 18 Marius Moutet, Minister for Overseas Franece, deliver-
ed a speech before the French National Assembly, evading French
responsibility for the war. In his speech, Moutet slandered the
Democratic Republic of Viét-Nam, accusing it of ‘having launched
the war, and tried to drive a wedge between the various nationalities
in Indo-China. Moutet said that the object of the French Govern-
ment, past and present, remained unchanged, namely “to affirm the
necessity to maintain the presence of France” in Viet-Nam and “the
defence of its interests.”

Moutet openly denied the agreement signed by the French Gov-
ernment. He said that the agreement between France and the
Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam was “the source of misunderstand-
ing between Viet-Nam and us.” He rejected the proposal to resume
negotiations put forward by the Viet-Namese Government and talked
about France's “superiority” in an effort to frighten the Viet-Namese
people.

March 24 Answering questions put forward by Viet-Namese cor-
respondents, President Ho Chi Minh pointed out that since December
"10, 1946, he had appealed eight times to the Freneh Government and
people, asking for the restoration of peace, but that the French Gov-
ernment all along had refused to give an answer. President Ho Chi
Minh said: “If France still hopes to restore the old colonial regime,
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our people will wage this war of resistance until complete independ-
ence and national unity has been won.”

April 1 ‘Emile Bollaert succeeded d’Argenlieu as French High
Commissioner in Indo-China.

April 25 The Viet-Namese Government sent a message to the
French Government proposing cessation of hostilities and negotia-
tions to settle peacefully the issue.

May 12 In reply to the peace proposal made by the Viet-Namese
side Bollaert sent his representative Paul Mus to the northern part
of Thai-Nguyen Province to put before President Ho Chi Minh and
Foreign Minister Hoang Minh Giam French conditions for cease-
fire. They were: 1. that the Viet-Namese side must surrender its
arms; 2. that the French army should freely move about or station
its troops in all localities throughout Viet-Nam. The negotiations
broke down because the French side insisted on the above-mentioned
breposterous demands as prerequisites for a ceasefire.

May 26 President Ho Chi Minh sent an appeal to the French peo-
ple. He pointed out that the French colonialists, blinded by super-
ficial and ephemeral successes, advanced humiliating and unacceptable
conditions,  thus making rapprochement between Viet-Nam  and
France impossible. The responsibility for the continuation of the
war rested entirely with the French colonial militarists.

September 10 French High Commissioner in Indo-China Bollaert
delivered a speech in Ha-Dong (Tonkin) on behalf of the French
Government. Bollaert’s speech revealed the French Government’s
new scheme in its aggression in Viet-Nam. Having failed to rapidly
conquer Viet-Nam by force of arms, the French Government, at the
instigation of the United States, began to urge Viet-Namese traitors
to come to the fore and organize a puppet government, attempting
thus to weaken the position of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam.

In his speech, Bollaert again put forward the old “proposal”
that France was ready to grant “independence” to Viet-Nam “within
the French Union” but that she must control the diplomatie, military
and economic affairs of Viet-Nam. Bollaert said that the French
Government had lost its “faith” in the Viet-Namese Government and
indicated that it was willing to discuss the above-mentioned ‘“pro-
posal” with persons outside the Viet-Namese Government. Bollaert
stressed that those who came to megotiate on the traitorous condi-
tions must accept his proposal in its entirety. Because, he said, the
proposal ‘“‘constitutes an indivisible whole which it is necessary to
accept or reject in toto. We cannot indulge in any bargaining. . . .”

September 18 Ex-emperor Bao Dai of Annam issued a statement
in Hongkong in connection with Bollaert’s “proposal.” Bao Dai in-
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dicated that he would serve as a “representative of the Viet-Namese
people” in “conducting negotiations” with France. )
On the previous day, President Ho Chi Minh issued a statement

" saying that Bao Dai had taken an oath of allegiance to the Viet-

Namese Government and people. “Consequently Mr. Vinh Thuy can
only consider himself qualified to negotiate if he is duly authorized
by the Government of the Viet-Nam Republic,” he said.

September 22 William Bullitt, former U.S. Ambassador to
France, arrived in Indo-China to confer with Bollaert before proceed-
ing to Hongkong to meet Bao Dai. _ )

According to Jobez, French Consul in Hongkong, Bullitt ga1ped
a ‘“favourable impression” of Bao Dai and thought it was possible
“to arrive at a solution” by making use of Bao Dai.

Another task of Bullitt was to explore the possibility of acquir-
ing Indo-Chinese resources by the United States. In his cable to the
French Government, Bollaert stated: “Mr. Bullitt seems to show
special interest in economic questions. ... I have asked my eco-
nomic personnel to give Mr. Bullitt the information he has asked
for.”

September 28 President Ho Chi Minh replied to questions sub-
mitted by Viet-Namese correspondents on the negotiations between
Bao Dai and France. He said: “This is another manoeuvre of the
French imperialists, made in the hope of dividing our people, to set
us against each other. . .. However, the Viet-Namese people have
learnt from their bitter experiences and will not be duped by the
French.”

QOctober 8 France set up a puppet government in south Viet-Nam
with Nguyen Van Xuan, a French citizen of Viet-Namese origin, as
“premier.”

October 10 The French military authorities threw 15,000 army,
navy and air force men (the number was increased later) from dif-
ferent parts of Indo-China, into an attack in the mountainous areas
in North Viet-Nam. They occupied Dai-Thi and Tuyen-Quang. This
was what the French called winter offensive. The Viet-Nam Peo-
ple’s Army launched extensive guerilla warfare to resist the French
forces. This campaign lasted more than two months and the Viet-
Nam People’s Army scored great successes.

November 2 President Ho Chi Minh denounced Bollaert’s scheme
to grant false independence to Viet-Nam. He pointed out that
France had been reduced to the status of a U.S. satellite and warned
Bao Dai that if he became a puppet of France he would spell his
own doom. :
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December 6 Aboard a French warship in the Ha-Long (Along)

Bay, Bao Dai and Bollaert began discussions on the formation of a
puppet government.

December 23 The Viet-Nam People’s Army smashed the French
winter offensive and wiped out more than 7,500 French troops. The
Viet-Nam People’s Army recovered Dai-Thi and Tuyen-Quang and
advanced as far as the outlying areas of Hanoi. Valluy, Commander-
in-Chief of French armed forces in the Far Kast, was replaced
by R. Salan. In the one year since December 1946, when the French
forces launched their all-out war, they had lost more than 60,000
troops in killed or wounded. Although the French forces had oc-
cupied Hanoi, Hue and other ecities, most of the territory were still
in the hands of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam. The Viet-

Namese national war of liberation passed from the defensive stage
to a stage of stalemate.

1948

January 29 The French police in Paris illegally arrested Tran
Ngoc Danh, head of the Viet-Namese delegation in France. The
nation-wide protest of the French people finally forced the French
authorities to set him free.

February After the defeat suffered by the French forces in their

offensive in the Dong-Thap-Muoi Plain, a base of the People’s Army
in South Viet-Nam, Salan, acting Commander-in-Chief of the French
armed forces in the Far East, was removed and replaced by Blaizot.

May 20 France reor'ganiz.ed the puppet government of South
Viet-Nam into the “provisional central government of Viet-Nam?”
with Nguyen Van Xuan as chairman.

June 5 Bollaert and Bao Dai signed the “Agreement of the Ha-

Long Bay” aboard a French warship in the Ha-Long Bay. Accord-
ing to the agreement, France “recognizes the independence of Viet-
Nam” but Viet-Nam must “proclaim its adhesion to the French
Union” and must “respect the rights and interests of French na-
tionals.” France now formally began to foster the puppet Bao Dai
regime in the hope of achieving her hitherto unsuccessful colonial
plan by pursuing a policy aimed at making “the Viet-Namese fight
the Viet-Namese.” But even the Paris paper L’Aurore questioned
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whether these men, handpicked by France, are representative.
“What are they other than puppets?” the paper asked.

June 7 President Ho Chi Minh issued a statement on the “Agree-

‘ment of the Ha-Long Bay (Baie d’Along).” He declared: “We will

never recognize any treaty signed by the puppet government with
any foreign power.” He also declared that the Viet-Namese Gov-
ernment and people would punish the traitors according to the laws
of the state. :

June 8 Paul Coste-Floret, Minister for Overseas Fra:ance, made a
statement before the French National Assembly‘, saying that the
Agreement of the Ha-Long Bay did not signi.fy 1mm9:d1ate restora-
tion of peace or French recognition of the unity of Viet-Nam. The
status of Cochin-China would remain unchanged, he declared.

June 15 The Government of the Democratic Repub-lic of Viet-
Nam denounced Bao Dai and Nguyen Van Xuan as traitors.

September At the end of the month, Bao Dai .met Bullitt in
Geneva. Bullitt urged Bao Dai to come to terms with France and
promised him U.S. aid.

November 22 ‘The Government of the Democratic Republic ?f
Viet-Nam applied, through its delegation in France, for membership
in the United Nations Organization. It undertook to accept un-

reservedly the principles of the United Nations Charter and to fulfil

the obligations defined by the Charter.

December Commenting on the desperate situation of the Frenc'h
forces, the Union Frangaise, organ of the French colonial auth?rl-
ties, said: “We continue to hold the major cities while the Viet-
Minh controls the countryside of Cochin-China (South Viet-Nam)
and the forest areas in the east. In Annam (Central Viet—Nam‘),
most of the coast is in the hands of the Viet-Minh. . . . In Tonkin
(North Viet-Nam), we can only control Haiphong al}d the <‘3oa_st
along the Ha-Long Bay. . . . In the hinterland, we still re.maln. in
the cities and hold some of the highways and let the V}et-Mmh
occupy entirely the fields and woods on both sides of the highways.
They attack our convoys and kill our troops.”
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January 17 Guy Mollet, Secretary-General of the French Social-
ist Party, wrote to French Premier Henri Queuille asking the French
Government to negotiate with the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam
in order to end the Indo-China war. Speaking of the French at-
tempts to conquer Viet-Nam by force and to make use of Bao Dai,
Mollet said: “These two attempts have failed.” Mollet pointed out:
“No military solution has been achieved and everyone knows now it
can never be. . .. Negotiations with Bao Dai cannot bring about
an agreement with the people of Viet-Nam. The former emperor
does not have any authority in this country . . . it is absurd to put
confidence in such a man.” Mollet declared: “If we want peace, we
must deal with those who are waging the war, not with those who
do not represent anything in the enemy camp.” Mollet finally warn-
ed the French Government: “The policy, if it is continued, will lead
to the loss of Indo-China under the most humiliating conditions.”

.?'anuary 26 The U.S. Government, through its embassy in France,
informed the French Government that the United States indirectly

favoured French efforts to set up a Viet-Namese government under
Bao Dal.

March 8 French President Vincent Auriol and Bao Dai signed a
“Franco-Viet-Nam Agreement” in Paris. The agreement stipulated
that the diplomatic activities of the puppet Viet-Namese regime must
be “co-ordinated with” those of the French and that Viet-Nam might
send diplomatic missions to certain foreign countries but only with
the consent of France. Before conducting diplomatic negotiations,
Viet-Nam must submit plans to France to be “examined” by the
French High Council, and should maintain “contact” with the French
embassy. Agreements concluded by Viet-Nam might come into force
only after having been “approved” by the High Council of the French
Union. In the military field the Viet-Namese forces should be or-
ganized on the French pattern and their weapons should be ordered
from France. French troops might be stationed in Viet-Nam and
might freely move between the various bases. In time of war, Viet-
Name.se troops should be put under French command. On judicial
guestmns, “mixed courts” should be established to deal with cases
H}volving the non-Viet-Namese. If a French national was involved,
his case must be dealt with according to French law. In the cul-
tural field, France might “freely” set up schools in Viet-Nam and
Viet-Nam should ensure that French was taught in most of the
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Viet-Namese schools. On the economic and financial questions, the
legal status of the enterprises and properties of French nationals
in Viet-Nam “cannot be altered” without the agreement of the French
Government. France could “freely invest in Viet-Nam.” Before
introducing new taxes involving French nationals, Viet-Nam must
“consult their commissioners.” '

A spokesman of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam issued a
statement on the agreement signed by Bao Dai. He said that the
agreement signed by Bao Dai was a traitorous treaty and that this
farce concocted by France was absolutely useless. The Viet-Namese
Government and people would follow the path shown by President
Ho Chi Minh and would fight with redoubled effort until complete
independence and unification of Viet-Nam were achieved.

March 10 The Assembly of the French Union ratified the “Franco-
Viet-Nam Agreement,” the Communist members of the Assembly
vose and shouted “Down with the shameful war of aggression against
Viet-Nam” and walked out of the hall in protest. Some non-Com-
munist progressive members of the Assembly joined this protest.

Jacques Mitterand, member of the Assembly of the French
Union, opposed the “Franco-Viet-Nam Agreement” in a speech be-
fore the Assembly on the 9th. Mitterand pointed out that the French
Government’s policy of using Bao Dai did not change the essence of
the war policy followed by France and could only serve the purpose
of making “Viet-Namese fight Viet-Namese for interests other than
those of the Viet-Namese.” Mitterand pointed out that this policy
“has suffered defeat, more defeat and always defeat.” He warned
the French Government to be “careful” and asked it immediately
cease hostilities in Indo-China and conduct negotiations with the
Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam. He said: “The
French people know and deeply appreciate the intellectual honesty,
rigorvous patriotism and rigid loyalty of Ho Chi Minh.”

May 8 The Hanoi military tribunal of the Democratic Republic
of Viet-Nam decided to indict Bao Dai on the charge of jeopardizing
the independence of the country.

June 14 In Saigon in the French-occupied zone Bao Dai became
puppet emperor and began to form a government.

Bao Dai’s assumption of the puppet role evoked widespread op-
position of the Viet-Namese people in the French-occupied zone. More
than six thousand students in Saigon went on strike in protest.
Meanwhile, more than four hundred intellectuals in Saigon pledged
their support of the legal Viet-Namese Government led by President
Ho Chi Minh.

U.S. and British bourgeois press made no scruples about speak-
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ing of the puppet nature of the Bao Dai regime. The British maga-
zine New Statesman and Nation said that Bao Dai could exist 0?11

Wlth th-e support of French bayonets. Another British Weekly
Economist said that there was nothing to prove that the Bao Dai crovSZ
ezrnment could exist without French military support. The Ameribcan
bi-weekly Reporter said that the Bao Dai government could in no
way be called independent as even the conduct of its foreign rela‘tions
was controlled by France. . . . In fact, the magazine said, Bdo Dai
had never had any popular support. ... Ho Chi Minh ,had been
and was still the country’s indisputable leader and the U.S. Govern-
ment was trying in vain to turn back the irresistible tide. .

July 19 . In Paris, Sisavang Vong, puppet king of Laos, signed a
treaty with French President Vincent Auriol. The treaty ,stipbula*ed
that France was entitled to station troops in any bases it coﬁsidm_:eld
usefl?l on the territory of Pathet Lao; that, with certain excepti;ns
relations between Pathet Lao and other countries would be hav{d’iedi
by French embassies abroad; that France could exploit the na‘tural
resources of Pathet Lao and that the puppet Lao government must
supply French nationals with travelling and housinbg facilities. )

J;ﬂy 29 The Bao Dai government subjected the people to a reign
of terror. From July 7 to 20, about one hundred innocent Viet-
Namese were arrested in South Viet-Nam alone.

Augl.lst The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Democratic Re-
publie oi: Vleft—Nam issued a statement declaring null and veid all
the treaties signed by the Bao Dai government with foreign countries.

Auvgust 7 The Democratic Re i £ Vi i
o3 public of Viet-N i
delegation from France. ) e mithdrew its

October 2 The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Demceratic
Republic of Viet-Nam issued a statement on the attempt of the Bao
Da} government to send a delegation to the countries in Sou-theast
Asia to negotiate the establishment of diplomatic relations with ;‘rlem
The.statement pointed out that the Bao Dai government Wa;‘ no’l;
qualified to represent Viet-Nam and that the Government of the

~ Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam, established through general elec-

tions, was the sole legal government of Viet-Nam.

glctober 31 The Permanent Committee of the World Congress of
6:1 D(‘efenders Of. Pfaace adopted a resolution calling for “immediate

len dlsgct nefgotla’clons under international auspices to bring about
he ending of current wars, especially i i

rocin , esp y in Greece, Viet-Nam, Indo-

bNovember 8 A “Franco-Cambodian Treaty” was signed in Paris
v a representatlYe of Norodom Sihanouk, puppet king of Cambodia

and a representative of France. The treaty stipulated that the Indo—,
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“diplomatic relations wi

. November 19

Chinese piastre would be the only currency in Khmer which was in
the franc zone; that French troops might be stationed on the terri-
tory of Khmer; that Khmer must secure French consent to establish
th foreign countries; and that the French

would recejve the same “treatment as the nationals” -of Khmer.

Over one hundred French soldiers surrounded the
Thank-Link and Luu-Cuong overseas Chinese farms in Vinh-An
Province in Viet-Nam. Breaking into the farms, the French soldiers
brutally beat up men (Chairman Li Hail of the Overseas Chinese
Association, an old man over 60 years of age, received injuries all
over his body), raped women by turns, ransacked trunks and looted.
When they withdrew they took away all the fowls, ducks, cows and
pigs and burned or destroyed all barns and furniture. The vietimiz-
ed overseas Chinese were made destitute.

Chou En-lai, Foreign Minister of the Central
le’s Republic of China issued a state-
ment pointing out that while the Chinese People’s Liberation Army
was daily approaching the southwest frontier of China, the Kuo-
mintang brigands hoped to get to Viet-Nam and other places, attempt-
ing to turn them into their bases from which fo stage a comeback
at an opportune moment. e solemnly declared that wiping out all
the armed forces of the reactionary Kuomintang is the unshakable
pdlicy of the Central People’s Government of the People’s Republic
of China. No matter where the Kuomintang forces might flee, the

Central People’s Government reserved the right to raise the matter,

while the government of any country which gave shelter to the Kuo-
mintang armed forces must be held responsible for its action and
bear full responsibility for the consequences.

Hoang Minh Giam, Foreign Minister of the Democ-
issued a statement on the defence of
It pointed out that with French
s had fled to the morthern

Nevember 29
People’s Government of the Peop

December 14
ratic Republic of Viet-Nam,
the northern borders of Viet-Nam.
assistance the Kuomintang bandit troop
part of Viet-Nam and might possibly collaborate with the French
forces in military actions against the Viet-Namese people. The
Government of the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam protested
against the collusion of the Kuomintang clique and France and
ordered the Viet-Namese forces to defe;nd Viet-Namese territory.

December 15 The Executive Bureau Meeting of the Permanent
Committee of the World Congress of the Defenders of Peace adopted
an appeal for the cessation of the aggressive wars against the
peoples, especially the aggressive wars. in Indonesia, Malaya and
Viet-Nam. It called for “direct and immediate negotiations under

international auspices.”
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1949 December 28 From December 14 to 28, twenty-seven thousand

Kuomintang bandit troops under the command of Paj Chung-hsi, who
léad been routed by the Chinese People’s Liberation Army. ﬂ;d to
1;hao—Bang, Lang'-.Son, Na?n—Ql.lan, Dong-Dang and other p,laces in
e French.—occupled zone in Viet-Nam. The French side claimed that
these bandit troops had been disarmed and detained. I also .
ax}teed that these bandit troops would not be returned to the g;{ll?r-
mintang clique, nor that they would be integrated with the Fr OI;
forees or the puppet Bao Dai troops. e
In reality, however, the French side had concentrated part of
these bandit troops in the Tien-Yen and Chin-Thuyen Ho;J ar .
along the coast of Viet-Nam and had sent them in groups to Chi;eexa;:

trqops had been secretly integrated with the French and puppet B
Da_l forces stationed in Lang-Son, Loc-Binh and An-C}f)aupp O'chz0
units of the bandit troops had been turned into “Viet—Names.e vol i
tefers” under the command of Vo Hong Khanh, a member ofo Elrll-
V1et—N?.mese_Nationalist Party, who co-operate:i with the Fre l:
forcgs In attacking the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam. e

Eecem‘bef' 30 ) In Saigon, Bao Dai and Léon Pignon, French High
wommissioner, signed an agreement for the “transfer of administra
tljfe power.” The agreement confirmed the colonial status of tht;
gzlegs 1:lltlnder Bao Dai’s control. It stipulated that in the military
F 3 : e number oi: puppet troops would be determined by the
rench, that French instructors would be employed in time of ea
and that ‘the puppet forces would be under French command inp i e
of war; in the field of finance and economy, the Viet-Namese cme
rency would be included into the frane bloe and any change in E}f—
exchange rate between the Viet-Namese currency and t%l f .
would have first to be approved by France. ° rene

1950

Jan.u'ary 9 More than two thousand students in Saigon se ‘t

petition to Bao Dai’s “Ministry of Education” and “theg P H ’a
office” of the “South Viet-Namese government,” demandin T:}Ilmers
lease of the five secondary school students illeg’ally arres’cecflg in (;\Igs:
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ember 1949. The French authorities and the puppet police authori-
ties gave the order to machine-gun the unarmed students. As a
result, scores of students were killed or wounded. Prior to this,
Viet-Namese students in the French-occupied areas had carried out
extensive strikes in November and December of 1949, in protest
against the action of the French authorities in arresting the students.

January 12 - Workers, students and shopkeepers in Saigon and
Cho-Lon went on strike to mark the funeral of th