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Chapter One

A BRIEF HISTORY OF CHINA’S R’A’ILWAYS

©

VERY popular week-end excursion which the in-
habitants of the capital city of Peking are fond- of
taking in the spring and summer time is the journey by .
rail to the world-famous Great Wall of China. As the‘
train threads 'its way northwestwards the passengers
crane their necks out of the Wlndows on both sides of
the train to see in the distance the seemingly endless
Great Wall-—one of the Seven Wonders of the World—
winding and undulaling high up among the towering
mountains of North China. 5
' Three hours after leaving Peking the train pulls into
Chinglungchiao, a village station nestling- at the foot of
the mountains. The first thing that the passengers’ see
on alighting is an impressive statue of a figure in bronze,
standing in the centre of a well-kept flower border.
Whose is this statue? And whyyis it in such' an unusual
place? - The statue is-that of Chan ‘Tien-yu, who. won
fame throughout Chlna and abroad as the chief engineer
in charge of the construction of the first railway built
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by the Chinese peof)ie without any fofejgn technical 6r
finanecial assistance.

This was the railway connecting Peking with Kalgan,
about 200 kilometres away. Under the shadow of ‘the
Great Wall the rail track runs through undulating land
with great precipitous mountains on both sides and with
many tunnels cut through the mountains. The longest
of these is the Pataling Tunnel, which commences just
outside Chinglungchiao station and extends for 1,091
metres. Its construction alone involved a gigantic and
incredibly difficult task.

According to the original plan drawn up by British
railway specialists the construction of this line was
estimated to: require a minimum of seven years and a
cdst of -about nine million ounces of silver. When Chan
Tien-yu was appointed as chief engineer in charge of
construction newspapers abroad expressed high concern
and ridiculed the idea that it was possible for the Chinese
people to accomplish this gigantic task without foreign
assistance.

But the Chinese people were by no means discouraged.
On the contrary, they accepted the challenge with alacrity.
And it turned out that thanks to the wise leadership
and the many ingenious devices introduced by Chan
Tien-yu the task was completed in four years in 1909
and at a cost of only five million ounces of silver. =

This remarkable achievement, which bears full
testimony to the limitless potentialities of the great
Chinese people, stands out as an epoch-making milestone
in the history of ‘China’s railways.

el O

~ The Peking-Kalgan Railway=was later on extended
to- Paotow, a big city of Suiyuan Province and became
the present Peking-Suiyuan Railway.

Chan Tien-yu died in 1819.. Bui his fame bids fair
tc become immortal, not only on account of his pioneering
construction work but also for the great contribution he
rendered to the safety of rail travel by his invention of
automatic couplings which have since been universally
adopted by railways throughout the world.

A Painful Episode,

Railway construction in China started rather late in
comparison to that of the western countries. It was not
until the imperialists forced their way into China after
the Opium War of 1840 that China began to build rail-
ways. The first railway in China was built in 1865, and
in the course of the subsequent 36 years a network of
railways were constructed ever a total distance of 26,3900
kilometres. But 90 per cent of China’s railways were
built by the imperialists as a result of prerogatives
acquired through the unequal treaties or were constructed
by China with the aid of foreign loans. As a rule, when
the imperialists invested in the construction of a new
railway; the chief engineer was nominated by the creditor
nation. Then why was the Peking-Kalgan Railway an
exception? How is it that the Pcking-Kalgan Railway
was built without foreign loans and that the chief
engineer was a Chinese? The explanation is to be found
in what is to the Chinese a painful episode.

When the Peking-Kalgan Railway was stiil in blue-
print, the original plan of the imperial Manchu Govern-
ment was to use the profils from the Peking-Mukden
Railway, then jointly administered by a Sino-British
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Company, ss funds for .the construction of the Peking-
Kalgan Railway. Naturally, the British imperialists
insisted that the Manchu Government employ British
engineers.

This proposal threw the Manchu Government into
gfr(;at conster rnation because it had already signed a secret
agreement with tsarist Russia in which it was stipulated
that if a railway was to be built in any part of the avea
north or northwest of Peklnor extending to the Russian
. border, a Russian engineer should be in charge.v The
insistence of the British imperialists clashed with this
seeret agreement  and constituted a dilemma for the
Manchu Government. Afraid of offending either tsarist
Russia or impérialist Britain, the Manchu Governmen1
compromised by employing a Chinese engineer.

It should be pointed out that the imperialists em-
ployed the railways as a means of exploiting China. By
military force or treacherous inducement they forced the
corrupt Manchu Government to bend to their will. Con-
fronted with the overwhelming strength of the imperial-
ists, the Manchu Government was completely at their
mercy and fell an easy prey to *he greedy and marauding
invaders. By dint of the uncqual treaties, mgned at the
point of the bayonet, the imperialists partitioned China
into several spheres of influence and acquired the right
to build railw ays and exploit the coalfields through which
the railways ran. With China’s railways, shipping and
customs adminisjcration under their control, they laid hold.
upon the economic life of China and intensified their
aggression; and exploitation. Furthermore, under the
pretext ‘of protecting the railways, their armed forces

" penetrated inte the interior of China and at the slightest

excuse, they utilised the railways as a means of occupying *
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Chkina’s territory and pillaging and slaughtering the in-
nocent and peace-loving Chinese people.

Ruomintang Exploitation

After the revolution of 1911, which overthrew the

‘hated Manchu rule, Dr. Sun Yat-sen advocated the

nationalisation of the railways. -But with the exception
of the Changchun Railway, which ‘was magnanimously
returned to China by the Soviet Union, all the other rail-
ways remained in the grip of the imperialists. Dr. Sun
Yat-sen also mapped out a plan for the construction of
100,000 miles of railways but his plan was delibarately
sabotaged by the Kyomintang reactionaries, headed by
Chiang I&al shek. What is worse, the rear'tgonary Kuo~
mintang regime used this as an excuse to borrow foreign
loans at the further expense of the national independence
and to intensify the exploitation of the people until they
were bled white. For example, according to the statistics
compiled by the Ministry of Comimunications of the reac-
tionary Kuomintang regime Chinese railways had, up to
the Japanese surrender in 1845, incurred foreign loans
amounting to 53,823,643 pounds sterling. The reaction-
ary Kuomintang government on three occasions issued
“Rallway Construction Bonds” and robbed the people in
term of pounds sterling, of about £ 9,310,000.

After the " Japanese surrender, in 1945, Chiang
Kai-shek unleashed a counter- -revolutionary war against
the liberated areas and used the railways to serve military
purposes. But'under the leadership of the Communist
Party of. China, the Chinese people knew how to deal
telling blows to their foreign and domestic enemies and
how to win victory in their struggle. As early as in 1923,
the railway workers on the Peking-Hankow Line had
carried cut an exceptionally stubborn and heroic strike
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and conducted a determined struggle againstﬁ the im-
bel"ialists and their lackeys in China. During the Anti-
Japanese War (1937-1945) and the War of Liberation
(1946-1949), the railway workers earned the gratitude
of the People’s Liberaticn Army and the people for their
magnificent and sustained fight which in a variely of
'Ways impeded or thwarted the rQovernents of the Japan-
ese troops and later, of Chiang Kai-shek’s armijes. Their
steadfastness and heroism played an Important part in
bringing about the victory of tha Chinese People’s War
.of Liberation and in finally delivering the Chinese’ rail-
ways from the yoke of the British, American and Japan-
ese invaders. o

The construction of the people’s railways of China
originated in Northeast China. The Central Committee
of the Communist Party of China has more than once
stressed the significance of the restoration and reconstruc-
tion of China’s railways. When _the Northeast China
Railway Bureau was established in 1946, Comrade Chen
Yun, member of the Central Committee ¢of the Chinese
'Commumst Party, was appointed Director of the Bureau.
After the Liberation of North China, the Department of
Railways was set up in February, 1949, under the direct
administration of the People’s Revolutionary Military
Council, and Comrade Teng Tai-yuan, membper of the
Central Committee of the Communist Party eof China, was

appointed head of the Department. After the founding

of the People’s Repuklic of China, this Department became
the Ministry of Railways under the Central People’s
Government and began to assume leadership of the re-
construction of the people’s railways of China.

During the past four years, Chinese railway workers
have been e¢ngaged in the gigantic task of repairing and
rebuilding the railways and bridges which were ecither
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blown up, or sertously damaged and almost entirely dis-
located by the reactionary Kuomintang bandits in the
course of their panicky retreats. With their traditional
hard-working spirit the railway workers battled against
all odds and with unprecedented enthusiasm! succeeded
in re-opening to traffic the network of the Chinese vail-
ways. Following up their imimense contributions in
supporting the military fronts during the long years of
war the railway workers are now playing a vital part in
accelerdting the interflow of goods throughout the . vait
breadth and length of China.
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FROM CHAOS TO RESTORATION

ON New Year's Day, 1950, four months after the

Amemcan—supported Chiang Kai-shek reactionaries
were ousted from the mainland of Chma, the Pekmg-
Hankow—Canton Line of more than 2 300 kllometres ‘was
,reopened to traffic. As a result, it was once again posmb]e
for the first time in 13 years, for passengers to travel by
‘rail from Manchoull on the Siberian border, rlght across
China to Canton, close to China’s southern boundaries.
Six months later, the Central People’s 'Government. re-:
ported that 21,742 kilametres, or 88 per cent of China’s
network of railways had resumed full service.

For anyone with any knowledge of the utter chaos
which was typical of the railway system prior to China’s
liber'ation, such a speedy reopening of these lines must
seem like a miracle. In sober fact, it is one of the many
miracles the people.of China have accomplished in - the
short time since their enemies were overthrown and. they
began to learp to manage their own aﬁalrs,
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Many, Chinese railways,. including the Peking-
Hankow-Canton Line, had not been in operation since the

outbreak of the Anti-Japanese War in 1937. The rails -

had been torn up and taken away, the sleepers had been
used as firewood and the roadbeds had been levelled and
planted with crops. Although it proved possible to round
up and re-lay most of the rails’ despite 13 years of war
and the accompanying deterioration, practically all the
railway -bridges amd tunnels had been blown up by the
reireating Kuomintang troops in their.hasty flight.

After the liberation of Northeast China it was found
that 40 per cent of the sleepers needed replacement.
Eighty per ce ont of the locomotivea, 40 per cent of the
passenger. coaches and 25.7 per cent of the fr eight wagons
had been desiroyed by the Japanese or the Kuomintang.
All railway repair shops, without exception, had ‘been
severely damaged, a factor which ‘added enormously to
the difficulties in the Herculean task of restoration. :

The 1a11ways inherited from cld China proved to be
by no means a happy 1egacy When the Central People’s
Government started to repair the Lunghai Railway, a
trunk line crossing Chiha from east to west, it found that
the rails of the Tungkwan-Kuanyintang section, 145
kilordetres in length, were of no less than 15 different
makes. Along the Hengyang-Kweilin Railway, all signal
installations were either missing or out of order. Railway
maintenance had been so neglected that with the first
heavy rainfall 106 kilometres of the roadbed along the
Suihua-Kiamusze Line_ were washed away.

. In 1946, an American expert had estimated that {he
repair of the Chinese railways would cost 30 million
dollars and would take three years. His estimate,
however, failed te take into account two important factors.
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He made no allowance, on the one' hand, for the further
destruction and deterioration of the railways in the sub-
sequent four year’s War of Liberation, and took. no stock,
on the other hand, of the fact .that oncé the Chlnese
people had won the war they would throw their full
enthusiasr into the battle of 1est011ng the countly com-~
munication lines.

In the early -stages of the Liberation War, the rail-
ways 1nstedd of being an asset proved to be a great
liability to the Chinese people. They were used to lend
greater mobility to the blood-thirsty armies of the Kﬁo-
mintang reaction in their massacre of the Chinese beople
In tact, railways in the old days, were of little, if any,
value to the common people. The entive lack of anything
like efficient management had long been notorious. Trains
seldom ran on schedule. They were overcrowded with
KMT soldiers, who never bought tickets but engaged in
smuggling, while passengers who had beught tickets were
denied seats. Corrupt railway officials made a practice
of exacting all kinds of bribes in return for giving
“priority” faci]itiqs in forwarding freight entrusted to
their charge. It was only after the fai’lways had been
taken over and repaired by the people that they began
to serve the interests of the country and the people.

How the Work Was Done

The year 1949 was drawing to a close. Somewhere
in the deep mountains in the south, a group of railway\
workers . were celebrating the construction of a new
bridge. The party was held in an improvised dining car
and newly-installed electvic lights lent additional gaiety
to the gathering. When the party was about over, the
chief engineer, Li Shao-chang, with 40 years of experience
on the railway, rose and said with a tremor in his voice:
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“All the time that 1 had thought 1 was right, I was
wrong, and I know it now. Formerly, under the KMT
regime, we used much material and much labour but
_accomplished very. little. Now we do wonders. There
is no secret about it other than that the People’s Libera~
tion Army- has taught us to rely on the workers, and to
have confidence in their wisdom and their creative power.
My outlook has changed entirely after living in the new
society -for a few months.” “Horosho!” exclaimed the
" Soviet adviser when the chief engineer’s heartfelt words
were translated to him. The two engineers shook hands,
and followed by the whole party, walked out of the car.
They saw that the last of the 30-metre spans had already
been set on the steel bridge supports, almost 30 metres
from the ground. The second highest railway bridge in
China was completed. k

The abeve is not an isolated example. The 592-metre
Liukiang Bridge, connecting the Hunan-Kwangsi Railway
with the Kweichow-Kwangsi Railway, was destroyed by
the Kuominfang t'mc.p\s in 1944, For four years, the
KMT authorities tried to rebuild it but failed. The new
bridge span weighing 1,600 tons which they had bought

. from Canada was lying hidden amidst tall grass when
the PLA .engineers found it. In February 1950, the task
of rebuilding-this great bridge was started and six months
later it was completed.

The Huai River Bridge on ‘the Tientsin-Pukow
Railway was partly repaired in two months and went
into service. ' The heavily damaged 393-kilometre
Tsingtao-Tsinan Railway was restored in a single month,
The repairing of the Hankow-Canton Railway was carried
out during the monsoon season, when the workers were
wet through day after day and had to work with the mud

up to their knees.
g ,Iﬁ S
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Not least of the difficulties met with in the restoration
of the railways was the acute shortage of steel rails
sleepers and tools. In this top-priority task when evem;
day _coulnted desperately, the solution was found in im-
provisation apd.in widespread appeals to the people for
help. Scores of thousands of railway workers and
peasants in the villages along the railways searched high
a_nd onv to recgver steel rails, couplings, switches, metal
ties, signalling apparatus, etc,, which years pre,viausly
had bef:n carried away and hidden in ravines in the
mountan::s by the ‘Anti-Japanese guerrillas or had beeﬁ
thrown into rivers when the Japanese invaders overran
the country. Trees were felled to prdvide sleepers ivhich
often had to be carried long distances. High morale and
fnass enthusiasm was alse displayed by those employed
in rebuilding’ and repairing. the railbeds and embank-
n?e-nts. Whether in the sultry heat of* the south or the
biting c_old winds of the north they remained hard at
WOI‘k. with a speed and efficiency that would .have been
astonishing even in \highly industrialised countries. :

: It was owing to the speedy restoration of the railways
which enabled the, timely delivery of hundreds 'of,
thousands of tons of focd-stuffs to the afﬂicted areas that
the big floods of 1949, caused by the KMT’s Wanfon
destvruction and negligenece in the maintenance of the river
embankments, were prevented from developing into a
terrible disaster. It was also because of.the railways that
we were able to accentuate the interflow of goods and
m&teria}s throughout the country in answer to the attempt
on the part of the Kuomintang‘to blockade us by sea.

The Role of the PLA

In @elping in the swift restoration,of the railways, the
role played by the Railway Corps of the Chinese People’s .
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Liberation Army cannot be left unmentioned. This Co.rps,
first known as the Railway Corps of the Fourth _erld
Army of the PLA, was inaugurated in July, 1948, §1mu'1-
taneously with the launching of the“ general offensive 1M
the Northeast. It was responsible for the speedy re§t0ra-
tion, often under enemy fire, of many lines essentlal.to
the "rap‘id liberation of strategic points, notably 'Chm~
chow, the fall of which doomed the KMT rule in the
Northeast. :

.On Méy 26, 1949;' the Corps begén to be known as the
Railways Corps of the PLA and was placed under the

direct control of the Ministry of Railways. It was respon- -

sible for the restoration of a section of the Pek::mg—M}zkden
Railway, which made possible the speedy‘ th:ratlon of
Peking and Tientsin, and a section of t.he_'I‘mntsm-Pukcw
Railway, essential to the successful crossing t.zy the PLA
of 'the Yangtse River and consequently the liperdation of
Nanking and Shanghai. ' ,

In the twelve months since its ix}ception in _July 1948,
the Corps repaired over 1,000 kilometres of railway, :cmd
over 400 railway bridges.. The Corps 1'esponde‘d enthusias-
tically to Chairman Mao Tse-tung’s c.all; ‘Where 'tl*:i-
People’s Liberation Army goes, the tl'al}'l must go too!
Thus it not only made possible the swift movement .Df
the ﬁrmy, together with its armaments' and .supphes
essential to the speedy corclusion of the Liberation War,
but also laid the foundation for the quick recovery of the
people’s economy.

In view of the fact fhat China: has a territory of over
© 9.000,000 square kilometres, the present network. of

railways 26,000 kilometres in length is migerably inade- :

quate. The task of repairing old and building r}'ew lines
ivas given a very high priority in the plans of the Central

; . — 14 —
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People’s Government. - In June, 1950, tens .of thousands
of the PLA men and workers began <o build the 530-
kilometre Chengtu-Chungking Railway in Szechuan
Province. How important this line will be can be seen
from the fact that as early as 1905; proposals were made
for its. construction. But throughout all the succeeding
years, there were only conferences and paper plans. There
is no knowing how much of the people’s money was
collected by successive reactionary rulers, the KMT in-,
crlude,d; on the pretext of pufting the plans into operation.

The first 125-kilometre seclion of the Chengtu-
Chungking Railway is scheduled t6 be open to traffic early
in 1951, and the whole line will be in service by 1952.
The completion of this railway will link the exceedingly
rich Chengtu plain with Chungking, where the Yangtse
and the Chialing Rivers meet. It will also link a large
part of the scuthwest by rail and river with the rest of
China. v

Our Modest Plan

In building new railways, China will face many new
difficulties, one of which will be the shortage of qualified
technicians. This difficulty, along with others, however,
will be conguered by the unlimited initiative of the people
of China. Under preparation by the Ministry of Railways

‘is a plan calling for the building of new railways.

It is a modest and feasible plan.

-7 Under this new -plan, many existing lines will be
extended and new lines built to link up Inner Mongolia,
the Northwest and the Southwest with the rest of China,
Included in the plan will be the re-building of the'2,941-
metre Yellow River Bridge and the construction of a still
longer hridge over the Yangtse River. In fact, prelimin-
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ary work has already been started in connection with
the Yangtse Bridge and actual construction will shortly,
begin. The enormous economic value of such- a plan can
hardly be imagined unless one has trave’lled China’s
mountainous southwest and the sparsely populated north-
west and ghmpsed their great .economic potent1a11t1es

The people of China are keenly interested in these plans
and are confident that they will be carried td completion
for they know that for the-first time in her history, there
is a government in China which has shown genuine con-
cern for the, needs and desires of the people. Yo
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Chapter Three

FRATERNAL HELP FROM THE SOVIET UNION

: , 1
THE almost incredibly swift restoration of China’s great

railway network is attributable not only to. the
magnificent work of ‘the Railway Corps of the PLA,
aided by the railway workers and the hundreds of
thousands of peéasants who worked so devotedly at the
task. Tribute must also be paid to the invaluable help
rendered by our great frlendly neighbour, the Soviet
Union. At the time when the Kuomintang remnant
forces; backed by American imperialism, were bombing

‘and blockading our coastal cities in 1949 ‘the Soviet Union
~ supplied us with some hundreds of kilometres of rails.

This took place in September 1949, only two months

- aftér the Soviet Union had signed’a trade agreement with

China. The restoratlon of the Peking- Hankow and the
Canton Hankow lines Would have been 1mp0551b1e with-

out these supplies. ;

But what is most highly valued by the Chinese railway
workers and the Chinese pecople -as a whole is the- enor-
mous help rendered by Soviet railway spemallsts Armed
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with a combination of advanced technique an.d a high
sense of internationalism, these Soviet specialisis were

able to fuse their experience with the great €lan of the

Chinese railway workers and as a result miracle after
miracle was accomplished in the course of g:econstructmg
China’s railway system.

One of the outstanding features of Soviet advanced
technique consisted in their outright rejection of the old
conservative traditions and methods prevalent among the
railway engineers and technicians of America, Britain
and Japan. For example, in the course of repairing the
previously mentioned bridge\ over the Huai River the
Soviet experts brought to bear the experience they had
gained in restoring the wrecked bridges over the Dnieper
during the Second World War. Instead of proposing the
building of an entirely new bridge, which would have

been a gigantic task involving a great deal of time, they |

proposed to the Chinese engineers a series of improvisa-
tions. These were, however, received with grave doubts
and regarded, as a too dangerous experiment. The chief
reason for these. doubts lay in the fact that while the

southern bank of the river at this point consisted of hard

unyielding rock, the northern bank consisted of mud to
a great depth.

The Ministry of Railways of the Central People’s
. Government decided to overrule the fears of the Chinese
engineers and to adopt the plan proposed by the Soviet
expérts. A vital part of this plan involved the sinking
of a great number of specially constructed boxes into the
river mud. It proved to be a hard battle against the
mud and the flooded river water on the part of the divers,
engineers and boatmen which continued for 60 days before
the bridge was restored to first rate condition and rail
traffic on the Tientsin-Pukow Line resumed.
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In' the case of the long bridge over the Pai Tu River
‘between Tsitsihar and Peian in Northeast China three of
the p1ers were badly out of plumb—one very seriously.
The engineers on thé spot, on the basis of their experience
under the Japanese regime, con51dered it necessary to
completely rebuild the- brldge But this would  have
meant not only throwing the bridge and the line out of
operation for two vital months, but would have involved
very lieavy expense to the Government. Once again
the suggestlon -of ,the Soviet experts wds accepted and
with their help the piers were set back to normal at a
fraction of the cost in time and money, and the bridge
was rendered completely safe.

Another feature of the Sowviet advanced. techmque
was the aptness with which they reorganised working
methods and made fullest use of all available machinery
to achieve the greatest possible ' efficiency with the
minimum use of manpower., When ‘the Soviet experts

" tackled the réstoration of the bridge over the Hsiang River

on the Canton-Hankow Line they devised, on the spot, a
mechanical contrivance for hauling the bridge-spans into
position which enabled five spans to be -placed in position
in the course of a day instead of only one as formerly.

The Railway Administration at Chengchow, on the advice
of Soviet experis increased the speed of renewing rails
from 3.5 to 14 kilometres a day. A third feature ,of the
Soviet advanced technique was seen in their ability to
economise in the use of materials and in making use of
old and discarded materials; in displaying the. greatest
skill in 1rnp10v1sat10n ‘and in refusing to ‘be daunted by
shortage of material supplies. In other instances, Soviet
experts discovered that -quite excessive safety margins
were being introduced, 'as, for example, on one of the
bridges on the Lunghai Line where they were able to dis-
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pense with 600 metres of heavy compound girder which . . - = . e
was made good use of elsewhere. Later, in constructing . . a0

six brldges on the Peking-Hankow Line they proposed to
repair damaged piers which the Chinese engineering corps
had decided tec demolish. As the result of followihg
'Soviet advice a great economy in time, manpower and
materials. was made. All this was not any guess-work
on their. part but was based on the most careful scientific ¢ ! s
calculations, as well as their previous experience in their
own country in restoring railways which h%d been
destroyed or damaged by the retreating Nazi armies. |

To those Chinese technicians who were accustomed
fo regarding British, American and Japanese technique - b
as the last word, the Soviet methods soon proved far .-;
superior, and lacked the hidebound prejudices of the old- :,
style engineers. Their own conservative technical outlook v
began to change in the face of this experience and they
quickly displayed an eagerness to master the advanced
socialist technique of their Soviet friends. Al

However, the ideological influence of Soviet help _ f
has laid no less strong impression in the minds of the i
Chinese people, as well as the Chinese railway workers, | o 1 The Huaiho
than Has the technical influence just mentioned. ) | Bridge under

; | restoration
Owing to the fact that the Soviet experts brought 7 [

with them an excellent working style and a sincere spirit
of enthusiasm they came to be regarded‘everywhere as
men made of special stuff.

Work Comes First, Time Comes First

The Sovlet experts are possessed of a strong sense
of the value of time. They always say: “Work comes
first, time comes first. If time is lost, all is lost. ” So
the Soviet experts make the most eﬂ'ectlve use of every The Bridge

’ was destroyed
in 1949 by
KMT troops.

. |




The locomotive
named after
Mao Tse-tung

The Huaiho Bridge after being restored.

RIGHT ABOVE: The “Iron Bull”
Locomotive, It was Tu Hsien-yang
(extreme right), engine-driver of this »
locomotive, who first started the “Iron
Bull” movement in 1950, which made
a record safety run of 100,000 kms.




The first train
driven by wo-
men leaves
Dairen Station
on Interna-
tional Wo-
men’s Day.

Yu Fei, a wo-
man fireman,
on the look out.

One of the
new stream-
lined trains
on the Pe-
king - Tien-
tsin  Railway.

Interior view of
a coach on one of
the mnew trains.

Passengers in

the train’s
buffet - lounge.



Section of the railway workers contingent passing through Tien An

Men (Gate of Heavenly Peace), Peking,
a

LEFT BELOW: Peking railway workers
contingent in the National Day celebra-
tions, Oct. 1, 1950. The front placard
reads: The average monthly turn-
round during January to August,
1950, was exceeded by 3.7 per cent.

on National Day, 1950.
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A railway
workers’
sanatori um
in North-
east China.
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The Rivaide
Club of the
railway work-
ers in Har-
bin, North-
east China.

Reading-room in a railway workers’
sanatorium in  Northeast China.

LEFT BELOW: The Peking Railway
General Hospital run by the Ministry
of Railways exclusively for the rail-
way workers and their family members.



During a wayside halt the choir attached to the “Youth
Culture Special” (seen in the background) teaches local
inhabitants a new song.

This special train was equipped by the Ministry of
Railways, the Railwaymen’s Union and the New Demo-
cratic Youth League. In March 1950 it set off on a 5,000
miles tour. Its staff of 68 young men and women gave
114 theatrical performances and 79 film shows to audiences
totalling 500,000 people. The train also acted as a mobile
bookshop and library where railway workers could buy
books, read mewspapers and magazines, receive instruc-
tion in staging their own plays, learn new folksongs and
dances and make use of the train as a social and cultural
centre where they could listen to lectures, play and poetry
readings, play chess and other games etc.
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Another

A scene duri

railway workers’ club in Northeast China.

g
ng a play given by the “Youth Culture Special.”



Peking women
railway  work-
ers wvolley-
ball team.

Open - air  swim-
ming-pool of
the Tientsin
Railway Workers’
Cultural  Palace.
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hour or even minute in their work in China. They teach
the Chinese workers to count time by the second and to
do things right away instead .of Saying ‘“‘just a minute”
or “let’s take it easy.”” Wherever they go, they pay the
greatest attention to encouraging the initiative of the
workers. The Soviet experts never display the slightest
sign of any feelings of arrogance. They explain their
plans again and again to the workers. Frequently they
would ask. ‘Ts it all right?” or “What do you think about
it?” If differences of opinion occur, meetings are held to
stralghtcn out the dll‘ferences and work out a solutlon

People’s Experts

On one occasion a Soviet expert, having finished his
task, at a certain section of the Lunghai Railway, wanted
to leave for elsewhere. One of the Chinese ‘comrades
was feeling particularly regretful at his impending depar-
ture. Seeing that his Chinese friend appeared most un-
willing to let him go, the Soviet expert said very frankly
to hlm “Comrade, you know that I am the people’s
engineer and must go where I am wanted by the people.”

. This simple, straightforwar_d and clear-cut answer
made a deep impression on our comrade who began to
learn more from the Soviet experts than a mere know-
ledge of .advanced technique, . And in this answer the
Soviet expert provided the reasén why he and his

- colleagues came to China and worked w1th such a self-

effacing spirit.

%

No matter how bad the weather: or other dohditions
mlght be, the Soviet experts always stayed on the job
‘with the Chmese workers, often they got drenched to
the skin and plastered from head to foot with mud, While
repairing the No. 8 Bridge along the Lunghai Railway,
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our Soviet friend, Comrade Nilinikov, kept at the job
until every 'span was raised inte position and every rivef,
every nut and bolt was examined. Once, he was attacked
with dysentery. His interpreter advised him to return
to Peking for a rest but he bluntly refused: “No, I can’t
do that., My task is not yet finished.”

Training Railway Cadres for New China

Finally, there remains a mattcr of special s1gmﬁcance
—1the fraining of Chinese women locomotive drivers and
railway technicians by the Soviet experts.

&

Since 1947, about 280 technical workers have
graduated from the Dairen Railway Technical School con-
ducted by the Soviet expert Lesov. On March 8, 1950,
the first International Women’s Day since the establish-
ment of the People’s Republic of China, the first train.
ever driven by Chinese women locomotive drivers made
its appearance on the Dairen-Port Arthur Line.. The
whole nation was thrilled with pride and joy.

“Could girls really do that?” To many conservative-
minded people it seemed incredible,

This was not surprising for under the oppression of
feudalism for thousands of years, Chinese women have
always been regarded as inferior to men in every respect.
When the news became known that Comrade Lesov had
made up his mind to train women of new China to hecome
locomotive drivers, some people in the railway service
scarcely believed that he would ever succeed.

Oni June 1, 1948 when Tien Kuei-ying and Wang
Po-hung, new China’s first women locomotive drivers,
went to enroll their names in the school list, they were '
ridiculed and thought to be building castles in the air,

— 22 e

However, Comrade Lesov and the Dairen Branch of the
Coinmunist Party of China encouraged them again and
again, urging them to make up their minds to become
new China’s first women locomotive drivers. This en-
couragement gave them conﬁdence and they were firmly
determined to come up to the expectations of Comrade
Lesov and the Communist Party.

Thus it was that the two girls took their place on
the foot-plates of Locomotive No. 38 as fully qualified -
engine-drivers to make their first official run on Inter-
national Women’s Day, March 8, 1950. Seven other
young women also took over their duties as the {rain’s .
crew on the same train, thus making #. the first Chinese
train evér to be driven and conducted by an all-women
crew. In honour of this remarkable occasion the locomo-
tive was renamed “International Women’s Day.”

A veteran railway worker of the Dairen rail depot
said with profound emotlon as the train moved off to the
accompaniment of the cheers and good wishes of the
great crowd which had assembled, “Nowadays everything
is changing. " Girls today can actually drive locomotives
as well as men.  The help given by the Soviet comrades
is tremendous. It would be wrong to belittle women
any Jonger. They are going ahecad with us men” In
these and in many other ways the advanced socialist
technical experience and the great spirit of international-
fsm of the Soviet experts, joined with the tremendous
enthusiasm of the Chinese railway workers, have made
immeasurable contributions to the speedy restoration of
the railways, making of them a great arterial system
which is bringing new life and strength to China. o



Chapter Four

GREATER EFFICIENCY ON THE RAILWAYS

IN 1950, Chinese rallways achieved. a balanced budget

What was more, 13 per cent of the income from the

Northeastern railways was used in re-investment.. These

' accomplishments are unprecedented in - -the history of

China’s railways. In the past, as a general rule, railways

were eonly- able to  operate w1th heavy government
subsidies.

Since hberatlon the railways also reglstered a con-
siderable 1ncrease in traffic capa01ty For example, the
load carried by Northeastern rallways in December 1949
increased by 66 pet cent as compared with January of
the 'same year. The load carried on the lines directed
by the Tientsin Railway Admlmstratlon shot up by 53
per cent between March and December 1949. This ex-
ceeded by 64 per cent the hlghest capacity achleved in
1947 under the Kuomintang. £

Trains are now running at-a greater speed. The
speed (including stops at .sailway stations) of freight

Aot ik
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trains in Northeast China in 1948 was 23.7 kilometres’
~ per hour, as against the 21.7 kilometres during the Japan-

@e occupation. The freight trains of the Tientsin
Railway Administration ran at a speed of 19.6 kilometres
per hour, compared with 15.1 in July. In spite of in-
creased speed, there were fewer engine breakdowns and
railroad accidents in 1949 than ever before.

Drastic Changes Introduced

These important and yet initial improvements came
as no surprise because the railways are now truly servmg

* the interests of the people, and are no longer instruments

+

in the hands of a handful of reactionaries for their mer-
ciless exploitation and oppression of the people. Railway
workers are now working under the slogan: “For.greater
efficiency: for reduced costs and for more carloads.” To
realise these aims the railway administration has carried
through a number of drastic changes. ‘

One of the new systems taken over from the Soviet
Union is the ‘“responsibility system”, which means that
a particular group of drivers and mechanics are made
responsible for the operation, maintenance, inspection and
repairing of a particular locomotive.. It was first tried in
the Northeast and'is now widely adopted on all.lines.
Experierice quickly showed that the new system yielded
better results; such as improwed. maintenance, higher
speeds and fewer accidents, greater haulage, economy in
the consumption of fuel and better tearn work among the
locomotive men. .

In Northeast China, locomotives used to be inspected
after every 50,000 kilometres to see if major overhauls

~ were necessary. But as a result of the new system and

the special care taken by the workers in maintenance, a

0

dozen locomotives made runs of over 200,000 kilometres’

without major overhaul. One Jocomotive in Tsitsihar
evén covered more kilometres before undergoing a general

_overhaul. This means the cutting down of the time spent
_in general overhauls, which of course, means a great deal

in a couniry where there are not sufficient locomotives;

In 1948, railway accidents in the Northeast were 65
per - cent less than the previous yecar. Trains of the
Tsitsihar Railway Administration in 1950 made a record
run of 200,000 kilometres without a single accident, while

‘similar records are now made for 230,000 kilometres.

Such accomplishmel‘its must be appreciated against.the
background of the terrible mess the railways were in
prior to liberation. .

Through the introduction of “new methods for train-
operations” which called for the swift loading and
unloading of freight, the cutting out of administrative
red tape, etc., freight cars were made far greater use of.
This is calculated accordmg to the speed of the “turn-
round” of rolling stock, that is t{o say, in the average
lenﬂth of time, in terms of days, required by the rolling
stock in a particular station or’goods-yard between its
first and second loading. - The'shorter the interval, the
greater the iraffic efficiency. The “turn-round” rate in
Northeast China was cut down to 3.98 days in 1949, as
compared to 5.6 days in 1948 and 14.45 days xmdr*r the
Japanese. S

In spite of mCIedsed traffic ePﬁc1ency, the ever-
increasing demand for rolling stock, owing to economlc
recovery and increased ‘rradmg activity, is still far from
being satisfied. In December, 1949, the Ministry of
Railways could only accept 65 per. cent of the freight

entrusted to it for transportatica. It can thus be seen

i v it



how keenly the shortage of locomotives and rolling stock
was felt. Here egain the railway workers of new China
have displayed great initiative and with unprecedented

enthusiasm are doging thelr ‘best to solve this crucial
shortage.

The Iron Bull Movement

In February 1949, newspapers published the story of
a locomotive named the Iron Bull 'which had made a
record run of over 160,000 kilometres without a single
accident and without a general overhaul. The leader of
the crew of this locomofive, Tu Hsien-yang, immediately
became famous throughout China and was regarded as
something of a national hero, for actually the Iron Bull
had years prev1ously been taken out of service by the
former Japanese railway administration as unfit for
further use and had been relegated to the railway “bone-
yard”? as serap.

The story of how this rusty, discarded engine was
restored to active service and became a record beater
reads like a saga.

In July, 1947, the railway workers at the Suihua
Station, in celebration of the liberation of Szepingkai

railway junction, which had long been stubbornly held

by Chiang Kai-shek’s forces, were looking round- for a
gift which they, could present to'the victorious PLA,
They remembered the Iron Bull and there '‘and then
decided that they would all give a helping hand to restore

it to running order. For a whole month they devoted °

their spare tirne to the task and rounded up and made
use of many salvaged spare parts. Finally the locomo-
tive was tried out on several short runs but was re-
luctantly abandoned again on account of its low efficiency.

— 28

At about thgs time, - Tu Tsien-yang returned after
studying for a term:at a workers’ school. Wh'-at ‘was thén
going on in the'mind ‘of 'the new graduate‘7 Let him tell
us in his own words: : .

A
i

“Since I was a lad I have been working on the

railway for more than 1@ years. When the Japanese

'were here, I had to court their: favour by glvmg them
bribes from time to time in order to hold my job. They
never ‘promoted me. The Communists came and they
immediately promoted me. They sent me ‘to a school
and wanted to.train me to become a better -driver. If I
didn’t do well, it would be against my conscience. I had
seen that the Iron Bull had been repq;red by my fellew
workers in their spare moments, and T hated the thought
that all their efforts would have been made in vain. I
was determined to volunteer to drive the Iron Bull and
to see what I could rmake of it. So I got the work on
it started ‘again with the help of some of my mates.
At last we fixed it*up so that. various tests were made -
and it was accepted back in commission, I detided to

'see what it could do. The rest you know.”

The story of how the Iron Bull was. renovated and
of its subsequent ‘record-breaking run without accident
or overhaul was excitedly discussed among rallwaymen

. everywhere. It gave rise to a w1despread movement

among locomotwe crews who demded ‘to emulate Tu
Hsien-yang. By the spring of 1950 no less 'than 150,000
railway workers had joined in this movement which
became known as the Iron Bull Movement. As one of
the first positive results it was estimated that in its fifst

'ﬁve,monﬂbth‘s more than 120,000 tons of coal had been saved.

- Very soon there came to be many more Iron Bulls
which were rescued from abandonment ‘in the railway
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yards and which later made outstanding records. One
such locomotive was -renovated and re-named Mao
Tse-tung which made a run of over 130 000 kilometres in
the course of 1947 and 1948 without a single’ mlshap Its
chief driver, Li Yung, has been wmkmg on the railway
for almost 30 years.

Of course, the building of new locomotives and rolling
stock in Chind’s own railway construction works affords
the only real solution to the problems. And the workers
are responding heroically to this situation. The works
in HWangkutun is turmng out 182 freight wagons each
month, as compared with the monthly rate of only 30 in
the beginning of 1949. Many of the most vital parts of
a locomotive which used to be imported are now being
made in Chinese engineering plants.

Under the guidance. of Soviet adviségs the Chinese
workers are very keen to learn new technique for they
know that only in this way can they serve their country
better. The number of workers who are promoted to
technicians increases year by year. Thus, for example,
in the Dairen plant, 43 were promoted in 1946: 128 in
1948 and 154 in 1949.

~ With the awakening of political consciousness and
the self-sacrificing effort thus inspired, the Chinese work~
ers are learning and working to bring about a constant
improvement in the eﬁiaenry of the railways.

This spirit was typified in the example df a worker
who after visiting a railway exhibition at Dairen and
reviewing the many new improvemienis and innovations
shown, wrote in_ big letters in the visitors album:
*“Labour Creates Everything.”

Chapter Five .

THE RAILWAYS IN THE SERVICE
OF THE PEOPLE

ey

HE most important task which .confronted the people

alter the country had been completely liberated from
Chiang Kai-shek’s Kuomintang armies was that of t{rans-
forming China from a backward agricultural country into
a modern industrialised country.

The essential first step was for the government to
take measures that would result in the stabilisation of
commodity prices. In this the railways played a cardinal
role, for with the restoration of the nationwide network
of railways the products of the various areas could be
quickly transported’ te other uveas where they were "in
demand.

The effect of accelerating the flow of commodities
was not only reflected in the stabilisation of commodity

prices but also in the development of the national economy'

as a whole, In order to. .increase the efficiency of the
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‘railway service .the people’s railway administration in-
troduced a series of reforms.

The total rail freight carried on Chinese railways
during the first eight months of 1950 was far in excess
of that for the whole of 1949. The transport of coal, food
and cotton accounted for over 50 per cent of the freight.
With the gpeedy repairing and restoration of the railways,
" the- government was enabled to readjust the supply of
" coal, food, timber, -salt and cotton. All the larger coal
mines were enabled once again to transport their coal
- to the indusirial centres, It also became possible to
resume the transport of coal to the old Liberated Areas
where previously coal shortages had led to the using of
hay for fuel purposes. In the spring of 1950 the govern-
ment was able to carry out a tremendous improvement
of food supphes throughout the country, The result of
this was that food shortages, which. dumng the years of
the Anti-Japanese War had been an inevitable occurrence
in the intervals of the harvest season, were averted, prices
‘of .all foods were stabilised and with this the adverse
effect on the peasants of price fluctuations of agrlcultural
products was eliminated,

The salt supply was also normalised. During pre-
vious years the peasants were hardly able to procure salt
owing to the high cost of transportation and it became a
rarity in the Chinese hinterland. Now the government
is able to distribute salt from the salt-producing centres
to the cities and also to-the interior of China,

’

In similar fashion the previous acute shortages  of
cotton were alleviated. Cotton produced in Shensi,
Shanst, Honan and Hupeh is now supplied to all the textile
mills along the Tatung-Puclieng, Peking-Tientsin and
Tientsin-Pukow Lines. Improved transport conditions

g

helped to greatly stimulate the production of cotton. All
textile mills can now procure an abundant supply of raw
material direct from the native cotton fields instead of:
having to rely upon foreign imports as ‘was the case undel
the Kuommtang regime, ,

Gradmg of Rail Freights and Intrcduction of the
System of Preferentxal Rates for Long Distance
Transport

In conformity with the pohcy of the Central People 5
Government whith calls for “the development of pro-
duction”: “interchange of commodities between the cities
and the countryside” and ‘‘equal consideration for both
private and public interests”, the Ministry of Rallways
classified rail ﬁexghts into 30 categories.

The rail charges for goods in category I is 17 times
greater than that of category XIII. - All luxury goods are
classified in category I while raw materials and machinery
for agricultural production, and daily necessities such as
rice, flour, coal and salt are placed in the lower categories.
Preferential rates, some of which are less than the actual
costs of tramsport, are applicable to certain goods that
are of vital necessity to the national reconstruction. For
example, coal, which is a necessity for the people as well
as the indispensable raw material fer industrial produc-
tion, is accorded this special rate. In the industrial area
of Northeast China the freight rate for coal is charged at
200 dollars (Northeast curfency) per ton for each kilo-
mefre .while the actual cost of transport is 600 dollars
(Northeast currency).

On July 13, 1950 the Government announced .a 25
per cent 1educt10n in frelght charges for wheat and a 30
per cent reduction for rice and flour. This coincided with
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the wheat harvest in North China and the rice crop in
South and Central China. With a view to encouraging
the export trade, as well as the exchange of commodities
between the various provinces, a 50 per cent reduction
in the freight charges for tea, raw silk, and egg products,
and a 30 per cent reduction for wool, tung oil, antimony

and cement was announced by the Government on July

1, 1950.

Planned and Responsible Transport

Recent regulations for paqsenger and goods traffic
clearly enumerated the duties ahd rights of the railway
administration. The Staie-owned rallwavs are respon-
sible to the people.

The specified date of delivery must be strictly adhered
to by the railway administration. If the delivery is
behind schedule the administration must pay a fine. On
the’ other hand the freight owners have to pay demurrage
charges if they do not consign their cargo according to an
agreed schedule. The railway administration is also
made responsible for the safety of goods entrusted to their
care. Should goods be damaged in transport compensation
has to be paid to the owner. These provisions are in
sharp contrast to the practice under the Kuomintang
regime when little or no regard was paid either to time
schedules or safe transport of goods.

- A furthey instructive example of the growth of
mutual cooperation between the railways and industrial
enterprises is tyoiﬁed by the contract signed during the

latter part of 1950 between the Northeast Railway Admin--
istration and the management of .a certain coal mine. .

The purpose of this contract was that of facilitating in-
credsed coal output on the one hand, and raising efficiency
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' in utilising the carrying capacity of the railway, ofi the

other, Atcording to this contract the mine management
is requived to supply the railway administration with a
transport plan which specifies the definite amount of coal

»scheduled to be transported during a fixed period of time.

The railway administration, on its part, is required to
allocate an adequate number of wagons in such a manner
as to eliminate loss of ¢ime in loading

In 1949 the loss sustained by the mmine in dermurage
charges paid to the railway administration as a.result of
the postponement of the dispatch of coal trains amounted
to a very large sum apart from the loss in coal production
thus involved. However, since the signing of the con-
tract the railway -administration has not only been able
to supply the mine with the necessary number of wagons
in keeping with the coal output, but has also been able
to assist the mine management by introducing 1mpr0ve-
ments in the technique of loading and unloading the coal

“wagons. As a direct result of this close cooperation the

average time of turn-round 6f the coal wagons has been
very considerably reduced.

Help in Solving Transport Problems

The Anshan Coal and Iron Works has always occupied
a highly important place in the sphere of heavy industry
in China. As a result of making use of thé adwanced
methods of Soviet technique, its output was greaily in-
creased. But at one stage there was a danger that the
expected results -would not be fully attam@ble owing to
a certain lack of coordination between rising production
and available means of transport. With a view to ironing

+out ihjs difficulty the Mukden Railway Bureau sent a

group of Chinese and Soviet experts to Anshan to inves-
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tigate the routine processes of production and to make
recornmendations for, improving the transport facilities.
As a result the transport bottle-necks, both within the
vast plant itself and on the railway line serving it, were
rapidly overcome. ¢

Tohe railway administration was also often able fo
assist in working out transportation plans for industrial
or commercial undertakings, including those which are
privately owned, for in the present stage of China as a
New Democracy both State-owned railwavs and private
enterprise serve the interests of the people.

In geneval, it can be said that since the adopticn of
the Unified Transport Regulations, which cover both pas-
senger and ireight services a new chapter has been written
in the history of the Chineése railway. Guided by the
policy of the Central People’s Government in economic
affairs the Ministry of Railways has carefully worked out
and put into practice a freightage policy which serves
the interests of national rehabilitation and Teconstruction.

The arduous work carried out during the past years
has not only completely reshaped the existing people’s
railway system but has peinted cut the direction for the
develgpment of new and more modern lines of railway
communication.. This experience of railway reconstruc-
tion shows that there is every reason to believe that a
brilliant prospect of new railway construction lies ahead
which will be achieved in the course of transforming the
‘agricultural economy of old China into the industrial
econemy of new China. \

[ mproved Passenger Service

Today, on all the railways in China, the behavisur
1 of the train’s crew toward passengers has undergone a
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big change compared to that which used to be the case
under the corrupt and chaotic Kuomintang administration.
The railway staff have won repute as capable, enthusiastic
and obliging workers, always ready and willing to extend
a helping hand fo the passengers. This is not accidental.
It is the natural result born of the knowledge that they
as workers are now the masters of the new society which
is being built up and that they are serving the bioad
masses of the people. s

Chinesé people are greatly interested in the improve-
ment in their own railways and are particularly moved by
the selfless spirit of the railway workers. - One of the
trains -on the Kirin-Mukden run, named ‘“The Masses”,:
under the leadership of its able conductor, I.i Ching-hua,
has become the pride of the Chinese people and the ex-
cellent service rendered by its crew to the passengers has
become widely known. In acknowledgment of their-
gratitude to ‘the train’s crew a constant flood of letters
of greetings and thanks pours into Conductor Li
Ching-hua’s office from people who have travelled on “The
Masses”. ).

An incident which took place on the trajn has become
known far and wide. In June, 1949, when ‘“The Masses”
was on its usual run, a preghant woman who was
travelling unaccompanied was found to be near her time
and in great agony. All the passengers were in a hubbub
and quite at a loss what to do. But Conductor Li, calm
and ready to cope with any situation, immediately broad-
cast an appeal for help over the train’s loudspeaker
system and two elderly ‘women and a nurse responded
to the call. A makeshift labour room was promptly made
ready and the baby was delivered just in time. Con-
ductor Li and the train crew prepared food for the woman
who badly needed nourishment after her ordeal. Con-
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ductor Li also made arrangements to have the woman
taken home. When the train reached Mukden.he suc-
ceeded in finding a passenger who lived in the same
neighbourhood as the woman and requested him to
accompany her safely home. ‘

Three days later, the huuband of fhe woman turned
up at the Mukden Station. He 'had come a long distance
in order to personally express his thanks. Shaking Con-
ductor Li by the hand, he said, “Conductor, I shall never
forget your kindness. You have saved the lives of my
wife and baby. 1 am a worker in an engineering works
and today I understand more clearly that all workers are
brothers. From now on, I shall work harder than ever

. before in order to repay my indebtedness to the people’s

government.” On pariing, he told the conductor that to
commemorate the event he had christened his newly-
born baby, ‘“Che-sheng”, meaning that the baby was born
on a train. ‘

Travellers by {rain today are deeply impressed by
the sharps contrast between the people's railways and the
railways administered by the corrupt Kuomintang reac-
tionaries. In former days travel by train was by no
means an easy or safe matter, to say nothing of comfort
or enjoyment. There was no system or ordér anywhere.
Trains seldom ran on schedule and at stations en route,
before passengers leaving the train could get off new-
comers would roughly force their way in. In such wild
scrambles, children were sometimes trampled to death
and perscnal eifects were lost. Passengers with tickets
were unable to obtain seats and were compelled to stand
all the way while Kuomintang soldiers occupied the seats
without paying a single copper. It was not rare that
passengers unable even to bodrd overcrowded trains
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" perched themselves on the roofs and were sometimes

flung to the ground as the swaying train sped forward.

But today things are entirely differént. Every effort
has been made to enhance the comfort and enjoyment of
the passengers. On “The Masses” there is a special coach
provided for mothers who are travelling with their babies.
The-crew bustle backward and forward, always on the
lookout to render service to the passengers.

The passengers are also provided ‘with books and
musical programmes broadcast over the train’s loud-
speaker system. They are no less informed of world
events than those at home, for the train broadcasts the
latest news at regular intervals. For example, passen-
gers on a train bound from Mulkden for Tsitsihar signed
the Stockholm appeal after they learned from the broad-
cast about the launching of the peace signature campaign:
Chinese travellers today are enjoying their train travel
at ease because they are confident that in any eventuality
there are train conductors and staff at kand who are as
resourceful and reliable as those on “The Masses”,
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A BRIGHT FUTURE FOR RAILWAY WORKERS

CHINES_E railway workers are stepping up production
with unprecedented -enthusiasm because they under-
stand that as part of the working class they are playing

~a vital part in the new sogiety and because they them-
selves are leading 'a happy and contented life. The’

consequences of the eight years of Japanese invasion and
the four years of the -Liberation War againgt Chiang
Kai-shek were chrjoﬁic inflation and sky-rocketing prices.
Living on a starvation diet and without minimum rest
they were forced to work long hours to satisfy the greed
of the Japanese and Kuomintang reactionaries. -

But' now such abominable and inhuman treatment
are things of the past and marked improvements have
been made in the life of the railway workers. Working
hours have been reduced from the former 12 hour day
to eight hours. Each long .distance train carries three
engine drivers and six firemen. The two-shift system has
made way.for the three-shift system.
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In State enterprises workers are guaranteed a fair
living standard and further improvement is linked with
the development of production. The real ‘wages of an
engine driver on the Northeast railways is at least 2%
times” more than under the Japanese or Kuomintang re-
gimes. 1t is true that wages and .conditions are best
in the Northeast for as thi§ area was the first liberated
and is the most highly industrialised it has naturally had

a greater chance to bring abolUt increased production..

But gradually similar improvements are being extended
to all other parts of China and there will eventually be
a unified wage system. This applies also to the extension
of the Labour Insurarnce system which was also first in-
troduced in the Northeast. Nothing of this kind could
have been thought of in the cld days when workers were
entirely unprotected against illness, old age or injuries
 sustained at” work. The existing Labour Insurance re-
gulations lay it down that public enterprises must pay
into a labour insurance fund the equivalent of three per
cent of their total pay-rolls. Definite rules and scales
have been set covering old age pensions, death and burial

benefits, compensation for injuries at work, payment of

wages -during illness or injury, maternity leave and
allowances for women' workers ete.  Twenty six rest
homes and two seaside convalescent homes for railway-
men suffering from tuberculosis have been opened in the
Northeast. ' ‘

.

Education, Recreation and Culture

The introduction of labour insurance in the railway
service has played an important part in further develop-
ing the class consciousness and political outlook of the
railway workers. It has enabled them to realise more
clearly that they as workers are the masters of the new
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society and that this carries with it a direct responsibility
for helping to still further improve the raﬂwgy service.

_ Apart. from the contributions paid to the labour in-
surance fund by the state enterprises, an additional 1.5
per cent of the total amount of the payroll is set aside

to provide a cultural and educational fund which ig

administered solely by the trade unions. This has already
led to a significant decrease in the extent of illiteracy
among workers due to the  extensive facilities for spare-
time study and recreation which have been provided. In
the Northeast the railway workers have 180 libraries, and
1,871 clubs. Nearly 36 theatrical troupes have been
organised. In addition,.there are 55 spare-time schools
and 103 schools for railwaymen’s children. The govern-
ment has also set up technical schools with subsidies paid
to railwaymen selected to attend. Many brilliant railway
workers have emerged in the course of the campaign to
improve the service. Many of these have been chosen to
attend various international conterences, and others have
been promioted to key positions on the railways and in
the local governments.

/The Chinese railway workers have a long tradition
of militant struggle and. even in the pre-liberation days
were the best organised section of the Chinese working °
class. TFollowing the great sirike on the Peking-Hankow
railway in 1923, the All-China Federation of Railway
Workers (ACFRW} was formed. Under its guidance the
majority of railway workers established local unions,
although at that time the workers lacked any legal rights
of organisation and had to employ secret, underground
methods and forms of organisation. When the reaction-
ary Kuomintang established its rule in 1927 the ACFRW
led the railway workers throughout China in an incessant:
struggle against it despite the extremely unfavourable
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conditions. In 1935, due to the ferocious persecution to

which it was subjected by the Kuomintang and its hordes

of secret police, the Federation was forced to suspend its
activities. Later, when the Anti-Japanese War broke out
in 1937 large numbers of railwaymen responded to the
call of the Communist Party and carried on a heroic work
of sabotage directed towards crippling and hindering the
movement of the invaders’ troops -and military supplies.

It was not until August 1945, that peace was rqstored
in Northeast China as the result of the defeats inflicted
on the Japanese armies by the victorious Soviet Red Army,
However, this peaceful interlude was short-lived because
the Kuomintang endeavoured to seize the fruits of victory,
and, aided by the Americans, who placed’ shipping and
transport planes at their disposal, they occupied the
southern and eastern parts of the Northeast.

It was only after a further two years’ fighting'in the
People’s War of Liberation against the Kuomintang
armies of Chiang Kai-shek, that Northeast China was
completely liberated by the People’s Liberation Army.
Then it was that the railway workers of Northeast China
for the first time obtained full rights in forming their
unions. !

’

Industrial Uﬂonism

On May 1, 1949, the General Union of Railway
Workers of the Northeast was established with an enrol-
ment of 90 per cent of the 170,000 railway workers. It
was also. in 1949 that the greatest part of the tChme'~7e
mainland was hberated

Only then did it become possible for the All-China
Federation of Railway Workers to resume its activities.
A national . conference was convened on July 1, 1940
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which undertook the preparatory organising work,
Seven months later, on February 7, 1950, a national
congress of railway workers was held which formally re-
established the All-China Federation of Railway Workers
and elected a national executive committee. Of a total
of 450,000 railway workers 90 per cent are now enrolled

in its’ ranks
1]

The Federation is formed on the lines of an industrial
union, embracing all who work on the railways, irrespec-
tive of craft, section or sex. The principle of equal pay
for equal work was introduced from the oufset, .

Several newspapers are published by the railway
workers’ unions.. For example, in Northeast China, “The
Locomotive” is published every other day with a circula-
tion' of 18,000 copies; Peking and Shanghai both publish
papers bearing the name, “The People's Railways”
the former being issued every other day with A circulation
of 10,000 and the latter every three days w1th a circulation
of . 5,000. The general purpose of these papers 'is to
promote the political, cultural and technical education
of the railway. workers and to bring about greater all.
round efficiency and democratic administration.

" The political and social status of Chinese railwaymen
has been fundamentally changed since 11beration -Today -
all the conditions are present to ensure a gradual raising
of their ‘cultural and economic life. This in turn will
increase their political consciousness and technical
standards and promote the further development of pro-
duction so that China may be able to ‘pass from a
backward, agricultural state into an industrialised country,
and so bring about a happier, fuller and far richer life
for its 475 million inhabitants..

e 45



' PUBLICATIONS ON CHINA

¥ STANDARD POFULAR
EDITION EQTTION

On People’s Democratic Dictator-
ship (By Mao Tse-tung) .. US$0.15 US$0.10

On the Party (By Liu Shao-chi) 0.50 0.30
) China’s Youth March Forward . 0.30 0.20
l ! 1 The Chinese People’s Liberation
' | . Armys e S e 1 0.30 . 0.20
'a The Common Program and Other ‘
k Documents of the First

'Plenary Session of the Chi-
nese People’s Political Con-

sultative Conference ...... 0.15 0.10
The Trade Union Law ...... 0.10 0.05
' The Agrarian Reform Law .... 0.15 0.10
- The Marriage Law ........... 0.10 0.05
The First Year of Victory ..... vo200 030 0.20
Internationalism and Nationalism
(By Liu Shao-chi) ..... e 0.15 . 610
. Culture and Education in New
) . China ..... T e e a1 0.30 0.20
IN PREPARATION
i Fage.
i On Inner-Party Struggle (By Liu Shao-chi) .... 80
i I How to be a Good Communist (By Llu Shao-chl) 80
v Korea: China’s Case . .ivevueeieeionnseanonass 105
i China Accluses! ....... B [y Al NCRRRC L Y 100
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