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Hsia Nai*

Archaeological Work
During the Cultural Revolution

URING the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution,
China’s archaeological workers took an active
part in the revolutionary struggle and at the same
time did much work in their ficld. They did not work
in isolation but among the people, following the mass line.
Workers, peasants or soldiers report ancient relics as soon
as they find them and co-operate fully with the archaco-
logical teams which follow up on these leads. This has
made the archacological work develop smoothly and yield
richer results than ever before both in new finds in old sites
and in the discovery of previously unknown sites.

New Discoveries of Pre-Han Period

New finds in famous archaeological sites are numerous,
some of them startling. In 1967 more skull fragments of

*Hsin Nai is Dircclor of the Institute of Archacology, Chinese Academy
of Sciences.



Peking Man (Sinanthropus pekinensis) and stonc implements
were uncarthed at Choukoutien,! southwest of Peking.
This 500,000 years old primitive man was one of the an-
cestors of China’s present nationalities.

In 1968 and 1971, more bronze, jade and ecarthenware
pieces were found in cemeteries of the Yin Dynasty? (latter
half of second millennium B.C.) at Anyang, Honan Province.

Bronze vessels of the Western Chou Dynasty? (about
1027-771 B.C.) were unearthed in 1966 and 1967 at Chishan
County near Sian, Shensi Province, and between 1964 and
1970 at Peiyaotsun in suburban Loyang, Honan. The
former includes some vessels bearing inscriptions. Over
400 tombs of the Western Chou Dynasty have been dis-
covered at the latter site. Though most of them had been
robbed before liberation, jade, bronze weapons, a few bronze
ritual vessels and vessels of proto-porcelain were found.

The tombs of the State of Ch’u# at Changsha, Hunan
Province, have long been known throughout the world.
In 1971 a relatively carly tomb was opened at Liuchengchiao,
Changsha, perhaps dating from the early Warring States
PeriodS (about 5th century B.C.). The well-preserved
articles in the tomb include a 23-stringed zither,6 a bronze
chi® halberd, a bronze ko® dagger-axc and a bronze mao®
spear, all with lacquered wooden shafts intact (lengths:
3.03 m., 1.4 m. and 2.8 m. respectively), lacquerware, silk
cloth and other items.

Between 1969 and 1970 continued excavation of sacri-
ficial pits at the site of the State of Tsin!? at Houma,
Shansi Province, yielded the bones of sacrificial oxen,
horses and sheep, jade blades and slips, and other relics
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from the 5th century B.C. 1In 1969 several tombs from the
middle and end of the Warring States Period (403-221 B.C.)
containing sacrificed slaves were dug up in the same arca.

New Finds Along the Silk Road

Between 1966 and 1969, 114 tombs dating from the
5th to the 7th centuries were excavated in the famous
Astana and Karakhoja cemeteries at Turfan in Sinkiang.
The objects of greatest interest were the well-preserved
silks, including silk damask and polychrome silk with designs
executed by coating the parts not to be dyed with wax (batik),
or by knotting the silk in skeins. There were documents
written in Han characters, such as contracts and name
lists.

An important find from Turfan was a 5.2-metre scroll
dating from the 4th year of Ching Lung!! (A.D.710), during
the Tang Dynasty.12 It was a copy of the Analecisl® of
Confucius (551-475 B.C.) with annotations by the famous
Han Dynasty!4 scholar Cheng Hsuan!s (A.D.127-200).
This manuscript originally included the first five chapters
of the Analects but the first chapter and the beginning of
the second are missing. It is now the oldest extant copy
of the Analects, predating those found at Tunhuang in
Kansu Province.



Treasures of Hochiatsun, Sian

The most exciting finds were at Sian and Loyang, capi-
tals of the Tang Dynasty (A.D. 618-907). In 1970 a hoard
consisting of two pottery jugs was found at Hochiatsun,
a southern suburb of Sian. The jugs contained over 1,000
items, including gold and silver vessels, jade objects, precious
stones, jewelry, medicinal minerals (cinnabar, stalactite,
amethyst, litharge, ctc.), and Chinese and foreign coins.

The gold and silver vessels alone accounted for over 200
items, an unprecedentedly important find from the Tang
Dynasty. Beautifully shaped, they include six-lobed bowls,
lotus-shaped bowls, stem cups, two octagonal cups with
handles, peach-shaped dishes, ewers with loop handles,
winged cups and incense burners. Many of the objects
have delicate and beautiful designs made by casting, repousse,
tracing, filigree, granulation and openwork. In order
to bring out the design, the casting or repoussé decorations
usually have a ring-matted background, and the designs
of the silver vessels are often gilded. Decorative patterns
include floral sprays and scrolls, acanthus, animal motifs
(lion, fox, horse, bear, phoenix, parrot, mandarin duck,
a pair of fish, tortoise, etc.) and hunting scenes popular
in the Tang Dynasty. Each face of the octagonal gold
cups has musicians and dancers in high relief. The objects
show the creative intelligence and skill of the working
people of ancient times.

The gold and silver vessels of Sassanian Persia obviously
influenced the shape and design of many pieces, but the
Tang gold and silver smiths assimilated this essence and
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sinicized it. The hoard includes some foreign objects
such as a glass bowl with circle decor, an onyx rhyton
(drinking horn) with the ox’s snout in gold, a Sassanian
silver coin (Chosroes 11, A.D. 590-627), a Byzantine gold
coin (Heraclius, A.D. 610-641), and five Japanese silver
coins (Wadokaiho, minted in A.D. 708). This strengthens
evidence that communications between China and other
countries were well developed at the time.

The hoard was found at the site of the mansion of the
Prince of Pin,!¢ Li Shou-li!7 (died in A.D. 741), cousin
of the emperor Hsuan Tsung.!¥ The mansion continued
to be used by his son, the next Prince of Pin. Silver discs
in the find are inscribed with dates such as “19th year of
K’ai Yuan19” (A.D. 731). Possibly a member of the
family of the new Prince of Pin buried the hoard before
flecing to Szechuan with the emperor Hsuan Tsung, his
family and high officials of the court when a subordinate
of An Lu-shan attacked Changan in the 15th year of T’ien
Pa020 (A.D. 756). The person who buried the hoard
supposedly died unexpectedly, and no one else knew where
1t was,

Hanchia State Granary

Between 1969 and 1971 the remains of the Hanchia
state granary?! of the Tang Dynasty were discovered and
unearthed at Loyang, its eastern capital. No works of
art were discovered, but the new finds are important in
the study of economic history. Like the discoveries at
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Sian, they reveal the cruel exploitation the working people
suffered under the Tang ruling class.

The building of the Hanchia granary was started in
the first year of the reign of Ta Yeh22 (A.D. 605) during
the Sui Dynasty.23 It was located northeast of the Loyang
palace and was one of the main state granaries of the Tang
Dynasty. A wall encircled an area of 420,000 square
metres, enclosing about 400 round storechouses ranged in
symmetrical rows. Of varying size, from 6 to 18 metres
in diameter and 5 to 10 metres in depth, they were apparently
subterranean or semi-subterranean.

The roof structure could not be ascertained. But
signs that wooden boards had been used for lining the
walls were apparent. The lower part was constructed to
provide ventilation. Half a metre above the ground a
row of thin timber sleepers ran from one side of the wall
to the other. Wooden boards were placed on top of these.
This provided air circulation which kept the space above
fairly dry and prevented the grain from becoming damp
and mildewed.

Every storehouse had bricks with inscriptions carved
on them specifying its position in the granary, the quantity
of grain stored, the year and month it was stored and the
status and name of the storekeeper. The bricks discovered
so far mainly date about the end of the 7th century (A.D.
692-699). The grain came from many places, including
Soochow and Yenchow (now Chienteh County in Chekiang
Province) in the south and Hsingchow (now Hsingtai
County in Hopei Province) and Chichow in the north. A
large storehouse held over 10,000 zan24 (1 tan of the Tang
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period is equal to about 60 litres). In some, decayed millet
was discovered. The storekeepers were of many different
statuses, showing that the granary was managed through
a strict administrative system.

The Tang ruling class exploited the peasants by a cruel
system of land taxation. Grain was brought to the capital
from many parts of the country and even a canal was built
for this purpose. The rulers used the grain extorted from
the working people to pay the very officials and army who
suppressed and cnslaved them. The state granaries played
the role of the statec bank or national treasury in present
capitalist countrics.

Tatu, Capital of Yuan Dynasty

The site of the Yuan Dynasty?s (A.D. 1271-1368)
capital Tatu26 was surveyed and partly uncarthed in Peking
between 1965 and 1969. The city plan of the northeastern
part of the capital (now in the castern part of the northern
suburb) has been ascertained. The basic lay-out was a
gridiron pattern of main streets running north-south
and cast-west, dividing the area into rectangular blocks.
Corbelled watergates for drainage made of stone blocks
were unearthed under the capital’s east and west city walls.
Strips of pig-iron were dovetailed between the blocks to
join and strengthen them.

In 1969, at the western wall of the barbican (the outer
defensive work of the gateway) of the later Hsi Chih Men
Gate,27 remnants of the Yuan Dynasty Ho Yi Men Gate23
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were uncovered. This had been walled up with bricks
during the early part of the Ming Dynasty2® (15th century).
Part of the gate-tower walls, over a metre high, still remained.
On these and the walls of the entrance were graffiti with
the reigning names of the Yuan Dynasty, one of them dated
1358. The Yuan Dynasty city walls were built of rammed
earth. The vaulted outer gateway of Ho Yi Men was
built with fired bricks smaller than the bricks of the Ming
Dynasty. The excavations gave us a vivid picture of the
sweeping grandeur of this Yuan Dynasty capital, No
wonder Marco Polo had endless praise for this great city,
which he called “Taidu” or “Cambaluc” (Khanbaligh),
when he visited it (1271-1295) during his trip to China.

In the beginning of the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644)
the northern wall of the city was moved southward. It
thus covered up the remains of many Yuan Dynasty houses.
Between 1965 and 1969 archaeologists excavated several
such sites which had remained comparatively intact.
Large mansions were laid out in the shape of T, a roofed
passage connecting the front rooms with the back chambers.
Many polychrome glazed pottery and terra-cotta architec-
tur‘al decorations were discovered, as well as articles of
daily use made of pottery, porcelain and other materials.
The remnants of the cover of a lacquer case showed a
bea_rutiful]y delicate design, inlaid with mother-of-pearl,
of Kuang Han Kung, the Moon Palace.3?

Han Tombs at Mancheng

Finds in the last few years were not limited to known
archacological sites. Important discoveries have also been
made in many new or not well-known places.

One of these is the opening of two Han Dynasty tombs
west of Mancheng,3! Hopei Province, in 1968. The tombs
were cut deep into the cliffs of rocky Lingshan Mountain.
In the central chamber and two side chambers of cach
tomb, there had originally been wooden structures with
tiled rtoofs. These had decayed and collapsed. Tnside
were placed a large number of pottery vessels, carts and
horses together with their ornaments, and other funeral
objects. In the rear chamber was a small structure of stone
slabs housing the coflin and the most precious of the fu-

neral furniture.

Over 2,800 objects were uncarthed from the two tombs.
Among these are bronze vessels of especially high technical
and artistic level, including a pair of bronze hu32 vessels
inlaid with gold and silver bird script, an inlaid gilded bronze
hu vessel, a bronze hu vessel and a Poshan incense burner33
inlaid with gold, a gilded figure with a lamp, and bronze
lamps in the shape of a lamb or a bird.

There were fragments of very fine silk in plain weave
(200 warp and 90 weft threads per square centimetre),
embroidery and silk damask. Other new finds were dozens
of gold discs and gold ornaments with patterns in repoussé.

The two dead were enveloped in jade cases, something
like ancient Egyptian mummy cases. These were called
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“jade clothes sewn with gold thread”34 and covered the
whole body. One was made of 2,690 and the other of
2,156 small rectangular pieces of jade with holes at the four
corners, tied together with fine gold thread. Such cases,
given them by the emperor in the Han Dynasty, were only
worn by high-ranking nobility after death. This is the
first find of such complete jade cases.

The two dead held jade crescents in their hands and
cach had a jade pillow with a gold dragon hecad at each
end. Many of the bronzes buried with them had inscrip-
tions recording the name of the palatial residence, name
of the object, the date and the amount of bronze used,
etc. According to these inscriptions and the jade cases
worn by the dead, the tombs are those of the well-known
Liu Sheng,35 Prince Ching of Chungshan3¢ (who died
in the 4th year of Yuan Ting,37 or 113 B.C.), and his wife;
they lived in the middle of the Western Han Dynasty.38

This discovery was a penectrating exposure of the idle
and extravagant life of the feudal ruling class based on
their cruel oppression and exploitation of the working
people.

Some Other Discoveries

Western Han Dynasty tombs were also excavated at
Tsinan, Shantung Province, in 1969. A set of pottery
ﬁ_gurines of acrobats and musicians and a pair of pottery
birds with hu vessels and tripod ting39 vessels on their
wings reveal shapes never seen before.
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An Eastern Han Dynasty40 tomb with stone reliefs
dating from the first year of Yung Ch’u4! (A.D. 107) was
discovered in 1969 at Michih, northern Shensi Province.
This provided new material from an area where Han Dy-
nasty stone reliefs had only been found after liberation.

In 1965 and 1966, the tomb of Ssuma Chin-lung42
(who died in A.D. 484), a high official of the Northern
Wei Dynasty,43 was excavated at Tatung, Shansi Province.
In this tomb were found wooden screens with lacquer
paintings, two pairs of sculptured stone pillar-bases, a
coffin platform decorated with reliefs, several poreelain
vessels, and a great number of funeral figurines of pottery,
both glazed and unglazed.

In 1971 the tomb of Fan Tsui,44 governor of Liang-
chow, who died in A.D. 575 in the Northern Chi Dynasty,*3
was opened at Anyang, Honan Province. A great number
of pottery figurines, several garly celadons and a pair of
brown glazed flat flasks with imprints of dancers and mu-
sicians were found.

At Wuwei County, Anhwei Province, a monk’s tomb
of the third year of Ching Yu#¢ (1036) of the Northern
Sung Dynasty4? was discovered. A glass bottle, printed
copies of the Buddhist Dharani sutras and dated documents
were found.

In 1970 at Tsouhsien County, Shantung Province,
the tomb of Chu Tan#8 (1370-1389), Prince of Lu,4? was
uncarthed. At Chengtu, Szechuan Province, the tomb
of Chu Yueh-liens0 (1388-1409), eldest son of the Prince
of Shu,5! was uncarthed. Both tombs belong to the im-
perial family of carly Ming Dynasty.
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The latter tomb had been robbed. Nevertheless, tri-
colour glazed pottery figurines found resemble, in shape,

those of the wooden figurines found in the former tomb.

The tomb in Shantung was intact with many objects
well preserved.  In the front chamber more than 400 wooden
figurines of various kinds were discovered. In the back
chamber the prince’s headdresses, robes, writing-brushes,
an ink-stick, paper and a piece of ink-stone were found.
There were also a 7-stringed zither, black and white pieces
and a paper board for the chess game of wei ¢h’i,32 several
sheets of calligraphy from the Yuan Dynasty, four paint-
ings and 22 books of the same dynasty, and many pieces
of model furniture made of bamboo, wood or metal.

Serving Proletarian Politics

Discoveries made during the Great Proletarian Cul-
tural Revolution reveal more facts in the historical process
of mankind creating the world, the working people creating
social wealth, The new finds extend from a half million
years ago to the 17th century. Under the rule of the feudal
dynasties, it was the imperial family and the nobility, not
the working people, who enjoyed the material wealth,
History written during the feudal dynasties naturally re-
versed the truth that it is the masses of the people who
create history.

Ancient cultural objects unearthed today provide valu-
able material in the study of the politics, economics and
culture of the primitive, slave and feudal societies of China.
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Tempered in the Cultural Reyolution and advancing
along the revolutionary path pointed out by Chairman
Mao, Chinese archaeologists are contributing much evidence
for the scientific materialist view of history.
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Ku Yen-wen

Han Tombs at Mancheng

(z WO spacious Han tombs were discovered in Lingshan

Mountain in the western suburb of Mancheng, Hopei
Province, in 1968. The excavation took two months, from
July to September.

This archaeological work was done with the deep con-
cern of the Central Committee of the Communist Party
headed by Chairman Mao. The officers and men of the
Chinese People’s Liberation Army were the first to discover
one of the tombs. With the close co-operation between
the Institute of Archaeology of the Chinesc Academy of
Sciences and the Archacological Team of Hopei Province
and thanks to vigorous support and assistance from the
P.L.A. and the local revolutionary masses, this tomb was
excavated.

Lingshan is a mountain ranging north-south, about
200 metres high. Its rocky surface is bare except for scat-
tered clusters of weeds. The arca above the tomb is lit-
tered with rock chips obviously left from building the tomb.
Rock chips were also found about 100 metres to the north
of this tomb, indicating another tomb in the vicinity. Hence
the discovery of the second tomb.
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The first tomb was that of Liu Sheng, Prince Ching of
Chungshan of the Western Han Dynasty (206 B.C.-A.D.24),
and the second that of his wife Tou Wan.1 The tombs,
cut deep into the rocky cliffs, are literally underground pal-
aces, whose magnitude bespeaks a building project her-
culean for that time. Liu Sheng’s tomb is 52 metres long,
37 metres wide and about 7 metres high, occupying a space
of 2,700 cubic metres. Tou Wan’s tomb is the larger by
300 cubic metres. It is estimated that the opening of such
cnormous cliff-tombs would require the labour of several

Liu Sheng's tomb, inside.
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hundred men
with modern
technique for a
whole year. The
manpower and
material resour-
ces involved in
the construction
over 2,000 years
ago are scarcely
imaginable.

The two
‘tombs are simi-
lar in shape and
structure. Fach tomb is divided into a central chamber,
two auxiliary chambers on the southern and northern sides,
and a rear chamber. In front of the central chamber,
whose door faces east, is a long underground passage. In
cach of the central and auxiliary chambers had been g
wooden tiled-roof structure which had already collapsed,
while in the rear chamber was a stone-slab structurc with
slanting roof.

In Liu Sheng’s tomb the south chamber enclosed sever-
al chariots and about a dozen horses and in the north
chamber were stored several hundred pieces of earthenware
of various kinds for holding foodstuffs and wine. The
central chamber was a grand hall in which a variety of
bronze vessels, lacquerware and earthenware, as well as many
pottery and stone figurines, were placed in an orderly way.
The rear chamber was the inner room housing the coflin
and the most precious of the furniture and vessels, and

Tou Wan's temb, main chamber,
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attached to it was a room for bathing. Tou Wan’s tomb
and its contents followed roughly the same pattern.

The underground passages were blocked with stones
and earth after the burial, and the doors at the ends of the
passages sealed by pouring molten iron between two parallel
brick walls to make a wall of irom.

Over 2,800 funeral objects were discovered in the two
tombs, including bronze vessels, gold, silver, iron, glass
and jade articles, earthenware, lacquerware and silk fab-
rics. Many are of high technical and artistic level, and some -
are of types never discovered before. They provide impor-
tant material for studying the development of metallurgy,
sculpture, weaving and other arts and crafts 2,000 ycars ago.

Delicate and beautiful in design, the bronze vessels are
artistically made by tracing and repoussé. A Poshan in-
cense burner, for instance, used by Han Dynasty nobles, is
inlaid with gold in all-over pattern. 1ts lid is shaped like
a mountain with undulating peaks, in which hunters pursuc
wild animals. It is far more elegant and refined than most
Poshan incense burners so far discovered. A pair of
bronze chung? wine containers covered with a bird script
(an ancient form of seal character) and other designs in-
laid with gold and silver are among the finest extant. Two
gilded bronze wine containers, one with a coiled-dragon
design and the other with a knob design, are intricate in
decoration and rich in colour; their lustre remains after
2,000 years underground. There is a bronze “scarlet bird”
lamp, with a flying bird holding in its beak a round tripar-
tite dish which contains three candlesticks. Still more
attractive is the CRang Hsin Lamp? from Tou Wan’s tomb,
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named from the two characters meaning eternal fidelity
inscribed inside. Beautifully and skilfully designed, the
lamp takes the shape of a palace serving girl, who holds the
lamp. The lamp is movable and the lampshade adjust-
able so that the direction and intensity of the light can be
controlled. The girl’s head is detachable, and the body is
hollow, her right arm being a pipe through which the smoke
is directed into the body, keeping the room free of smoke.

The two bodies of Liu Sheng and Tou Wan were en-
veloped in “jade clothes sewn with gold thread.” The
first complete jade burial clothes ever discovered, they were
well preserved and have been restored to their original form,
The jade clothes, also known as jade cases, were reserved
exclusively for Han emperors and high-ranking aristocrats,
According to the feudal hierarchy, jade clothes were sewn
with gold, silver or bronze thread according to grade,
The jade was cut into small, thin rectangular or square
wafers, which were joined with gold thread through
tiny holes in the four corners of each piece. Liu Sheng’s
clothes are made up of 2,690 pieces of jade sewn with 1,110
grammes of gold thread, that of Tou Wan composed of
2,156 pieces of jade sewn with 703 grammes of gold
thread, The two jade suits indicate the early artisans’ high
technical skill, Marks left on the jade show that it was
cut with a delicate saw with 0.3 mm. teeth. Holes at the
corners were one mm. in diameter, bored with a tube-
type drill (sand drilling). First-class workmanship is also
shown in the making of the gold thread. Some was made
of 12 fine gold strands, pliable and strong. Judging from
present-day handicrafts, it would have taken an expert jade-
smith of the Han Dynasty more than 10 years to complete
such a suit,
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The great leader Chairman Mao has pointed out:
“In China education has always been the exclusive preserve
of the landlords, and the peasants have had no access to it.
But the landlords’ culture is created by the peasants, for its
sole source is the peasants’ sweat and blood.”” Every cul-
tural find from the Han tombs bears the sweat and blood
of the working people. For instance, the inscriptions on
two bronze water jugs from Tou Wan’s tomb say they were
bought from Hotung (present-day Hsiahsien County, Shan-
si Province), the price mark on one being 840 cash.
Han Shut (History of the Han Dynasty) says that apart
from the land rent adults from ages 15 to 56 paid 120 cash
a year as poll-tax, and children from ages 3 to 14 paid 23
cash a year. This imposed such a heavy burden on impov-
erished peasants that poor people “kill their own children
as soon as they are born.” The cost of one plain bronze
jug (840 cash) was twice the annual poll-tax for a 5-mem-
ber houschold (two adults and three children).

Liu Sheng, elder brother of the emperor Wu Ti of Han,s
was notorious for his depravity and corruption, precisely
as Ssuma Chien,6 great historian and man of letters, wrote
in his Shih Chi1 (Historical Records): “Liu Sheng is fond
of wine and women.” He and his wife levied exorbitant
taxes on the 600,000 people in his fief, the Principality of
Chungshan, embracing 14 countics. They forced thousands
of working people to build these two “underground pal-
aces” for them and ordered large quantities of priceless
objects to be buried with them in their tombs. The
archaeological work has mercilessly exposed their evils and
extravagance as well as their brutal exploitation and op-
pression of the working people.
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_ Like many other important archaeological undertak,
ings in China, the excavation of the Han tombs at Man
cheng not only aids the study of ancient Chinese sociely

but also_provides vivid data for popular education inideol:
ogy, politics and class struggle.
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Ku Yen-wen

Tatu, the Yuan Capital

EKING is a city with a long history. The rulers of

the Liao Dynasty! (A.D. 916-1125) were the first

to establish their capital herc and called it “Nanching”

(Southern Capital).  The Kin Dynasty2 (1115-1234) rulers

also made it their capital and named it “Chungtu” (Middle

Capital). In the Yuan Dynasty (1271-1368), a new capital

was built northeast of the old, Lino-Kin Dynasty capital,
and this was named Tatu3 (Great Capital).

The building of Tatu began in the 4th year of the reign
of Chih Yuan® (1267). Grand in scale and systematic in
plan, it was a metropolis of contemporary world fame.
After the Yuan Dynasty, the Ming rulers gradually rebuilt
and expanded the southern half of Tatu into the Peking
(Northern Capital) of the Ming and, following that, the
Ching Dynasty.>

The archaeological work of Tatu has been carried out
jointly by the Institute of Archacology of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences and the Peking Municipal Archaeolog-
ical Bureau. Afterseveral years of investigations and survey-
ing of its city walls, streets, rivers and lakes, the founda-
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tions of a dozen various types of buildings were excavaii
Particularly since 1969, in conjunction with building .
struction, large-scale excavation work has been done i
the barbican entrance to Ho Yi Men®¢ (Gate of Harmgn,
and Righteousness) and at a number of dwelling sites being
Yung Ho Kung? (Harmony and Peace Lamasery). This work
has cast a great deal of light on the class struggle, sogi
life and town planning of the Yuan Dynasty. It also pro.
vides useful materials for rapid construction in our capital,

Extensive investigations and excavations at key point;
have revealed the structure and outline of the Tatu outer
walls. The walls, built of rammed earth, were as thick i
24 metres at the base. The city was rectangular in shape,
a little longer from north to south. The circumference was
28,600 metres. Tatu’s southern wall was south of the pres.
ent East and West Ch’angan Boulevard,? while the south.
ern sections of the eastern and western walls coincided
with those of Peking in the Ming and Ching periods. Reme
nants of the northern wall and the northern section of the
castern and western walls still remain visible today at “Ear(h
City”? in the northern suburb of Peking.

There were altogether 11 city gates, the threc in the eagt-
ern wall being: Kuang Hsi Men!? (Bright and Splendid
Gate), east of the present Ho P’ing Li:1t Ch’ung Jen Men!?
(Gate of Upholding Benevolence), later Tung Chih Menp;t
and CI’i Hua Men!4 (Gate of Uniformity and Aflinity),
later Ch’ao Yang Men.15 The three gates in the southem
wall were Wen Ming Men!6 (Gate of Culture and Brightness),
now Tung Tan;17 Li Cheng Men!# (Gate of Bcauty and
Uprightness), now south of Tien An Men,!? and Shun
Ch’eng Men20 (Gate of Modest Deference), now Hsi Tan.21
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The three gates in the western wall were P'ing Tse Men22
(Gate of Just Rule), later Fu Ch’eng Men;2% Ho Yi Men
(Gate of Harmony and Righteousness), later Hsi Chih Men ;24
and Su Ch’ing Men?235 (Gate of Respect and Purity), west
of the present Peking Teachers’ University. The two gates
in the northern wall were Chien Teh Men26 (Gate of High
Virtue), now Teh Sheng Men Hsiao Kuan,?7 and An Chen
Men2# (Gate of Serenity and Chastity), now An Ting Men
Hsiao Kuan.29%*

Investigations of the Imperial and Palace Cities of
Yuan reveal that the Imperial City was located in the cen-
tre of southern Tatu. Its castern wall lay west of the pres-
ent Nan Ho Yen30 and Pei Ho Yen,3! while its western
wall was at the present western Huang Ch’eng Ken,32 and
its northern wall was south of the later Ti An Men.33  Ling
Hsing Men34 (Bright Star Gate) at mid-point of the Yuan
southern wall, was near the present Wu Men3s (Meridian
Gate) of the Ming and Ching Imperial Palaces. The cast-
ern half of the Imperial City was the Yuan Palace City which
extended in the south from the present T’ai Ho Tien36 (Hall
of Supreme Harmony) in Palace Museum to the Children’s
Palace in Chingshan Park37 (formerly known as “Coal
Hill”38) in the north. The eastern and western enclo-
sures of the Palace City were near the castern and western
enclosures of the present Palace Museum. In the western
half of the Imperial City were Lung Fu Kung3? (Palace

*Since liberation, Peking’s city planning has made necessary the remov.
al of the old city walls and gates. Today, with the exception of a few
Bate towers, the walls and gates have been pulled down to make way for
thoroughfares,
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of Eminent Blessing), Hsing Sheng Kung#t (Palace of Ris-
ing Sages)and Tai Yeh Ch’ih4! (Pond of Heavenly Dew).

The north-south axis of Tatu city ran from Li Cheng
Men in the south, crossed the Yuan Imperial and Palace
Cities, passed Wan Ning Ch’iao42 (Myriad Peace Bridge),
now Ti An Men Bridge, and ended at Chung Hsin Ko43
(Central Pavilion) of Ta T’ien Shou Wan Ning Ssu#4 (Great
Heavenly Longevity and Myriad Peace Temple), now
Bell Tower.45 This was also the axis of Peking dur-
ing the Ming and Ching periods. FExcavations have re-
vealed traces of a section of a north-south road north of
Chingshan, a section of the thoroughfare on the Tatu axis.

The sireets of Tatu were well planned, according to
the Ttalian Marco Polo who then sojourned in China.  Prais-
ing Tatu’s beautiful and perfect town planning, he wrote:
“The lines are marked out uniformly and systematically
__like a chessboard.” Investigations have shown that
the lay-out of Tatu’s streets featured many hutung (lanes),
equidistant from one another, branching from and perpen-
dicular to the north-south thoroughfares. Not a few streets
and hutung in Peking today still bear traces of the street
patterns of the Yuan Dynasty.

Water, always a vital question in town planning, was
supplicd to Tatu from two sources. One was the waterway
of the Kaoliang46 and T'unghui rivers,47 and Haitzu Lake,48
over which tribute rice was sent to the city. The other was
the system formed by the Chinshui River? and T’ai Yeh
Clih, which supplied water to the palaces. Excavations
have revealed the water gate through which the Chinshui
River entered the city, its course within the city, and also
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ition during the Ming Dynasty when the river silied
jually dried up at places. The extent and direc.
¢ rivers and lakes have also been determined,

its cond
up and grac
tion of othe
stone drainage culverts were discovered undey
the foundations of the ram_med earth walls along the middlg
section of Tatu’s eastern Clt){ wall and the northern section
of its western city wall. 'I.hcsc culverts had been built
pefore the rammcd-ca:‘tl_] city wailg were erected. The
remains of their bases still show their syructure. In 1970
near the present Hi Ssu,50 an open drainage channel was
discovered west of Tatw’s north-south thoroughfare, One
metre wide and 1.65 metres deep, it was built with stone
slabs and covered at crossroads. On a stonc wall of the
channel is an inscription carved by a contemporary stone-
mason: ‘‘Stonemason Liu San,3! fifth moon, the Ist year
of the reign of Chih Ho52” (A.D. 1328).

Chairman Mao has pointed out: ““The peasants and
the handicraft workers were the basic classes which created
the wealth and culture of this society.” Liu San was one of
the great number of craftsmen who built the Tatu city,
They were conscripted from different parts of the country,
forced to do unpaid labour. No one knows how many
died there after untold suffering. Every brick, every stone
in the ancient city was laved with the blood and sweat of
the working people.

The acute class antagonism in Yuan society is reflected
in the ruins of some residences recently discovered. Exca-
vation of two fairly complete courtyards behind Yung Ho
Kung and Hou Ying Fangs3 sharply exposed the idle and
extravagant life of the feudal ruling class. The common

Two
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characteristics of these two places were: the sites were
high and dry; the main buildings were built on brick foun-
dations; the lower part of the walls of some buildings (such
as those at Hou Ying Fang) were built by “smoothened
bricks with regular bonding”; the flooring was of square
bricks, and there were elegantly patterned latticed doors.
A lacquerware piece uncarthed behind Yung Ho Kung
was inscribed, “For use in the inner mansion.” A black
and white porcelain vase uncarthed at Hou Ying Fang was
also inscribed with the words “inner mansion.” These
objects indicate a close relationship between the owners
and the feudal emperor. The central motif of a lacquer
plate (fragment) unearthed at Hou Ying Fang is inlaid with
mother-of-pearl and pictures Ch’ang Ngo34 (a legendary
beauty) escaping to the moon. The background is Kuang
Han Kung (Palace of Cold Vastness in the Moon). The
piece, a rare treasure of Yuan times, reflects the luxurious
life of the feudal ruling class at the time. It also shows
the level of accomplishment in lacquerware decorative art
which the working people of ancient China had attained.

In 1970, upon opening the city wall at the old Drum
Tower Street,55 a cache of 16 porcelains was discovered
among the ruins of a feudal ruling class residence. The
cache was less than half a metre deep, and covered with a
pottery basin. Among the porcelains are two ying ching
celadon bowls, each inscribed with brush and black ink
with the Phatspa script.* These valuable porcelains were

*Phatspa script (A Ji L 5%} was a Mongolian phonetic system which
Kublai Khan ordered the linguist Phatspa to work out based on the Tibetan
script. It was formally promulgated in the 6th year of Chih Yuan's
reign (A.D. 1269) and used mainly in Yuan official documents,
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Finds from Kansu

l 'URIN .

i anéigjtth?"vmml‘al Revolution a great number of
ince, some of relics have been discovered in Kansu Prov-
culture, of them being important finds of primitive

In §
cptember 1967, 340 bronze pieces, dating back

o the eay . i
11th C:::;llyr p;:rlod of the Western Chou Dynasty (about
ingtai Couy- 70 Bﬂ.‘C.), were brought to light at Paitsaopo,
e nty. Finely madfa and plain in style they were
Clearly Visi';Y ell PfeServed with the cast inscriptions still
the ima e. There was also a jade chisel carved in
ge of a slave.

B.C ;nwl%?', 17 bronzes of the Chin D
of .thesere excavated EEt Shangyuanchia,
mandatct & bronz? weight is inscribed with
uﬂiﬁcatfg of ’Ehc First and Second Emperors,
Skl fc‘; of China by Chin and the establishment of a
to thoscc ngVCrn'me:nt. The other objects, while similar
i b the Warring States Period, have a style of their
o co;.t)flc }Nhlch _developed later in Han Dynasty Vves-
: particular interest is a novel bronze lamp which
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becomes three lamps at
the turn of a rotary pivot
at the edge. Covered with
a lid it becomes portable.
The lamp illustrates a high
artistic skill.

A rich “underground
museum,” an Eastern Han
Dynasty (A.D. 25-220)
tomb, was found in 1969
at Leitai, Wuwei County.
It contained 220 pieces
of lacquerware, gold,
bronze, iron, jade, bone
and stone articles, includ-
ing 14 bronze chariots,
17 bronze horses with  Bronze weight, Chin Dynasty,
riders and 45 bronze unearthed in Kansu in 1967,
figurines of chariot driv-
ers, chariot escorts, male and female servanis. A mas-
terpicce of nearly 2,000 years is a unique, lively horse of
bronze, galloping and neighing with its head and tail high.
To show its speed the unknown craftsman, with a bold
imagination, placed its right hind hoof on a flying swallow,
and the other three hoofs in the air. The craftsmanship
is extremely fine and conforms to the principles of
mechanics.

Relics of primitive culture were also discovered in Kan-
Su. A container lid in the shape of a mask, excavated
in 1967 at Tsaichiaping, Tienshui County, is a typical relic
of Yangshao Culture? of the late neolithic period 6,000
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years ago. Made
of hard red clay, it
is a fine example
of the level attain-
ed in sculpture at
that time. Painted
pottery jugs, bowls
and jars uncarthed
in September 1966
at  Wangpaopao-
cheng, Lanchow,
dating 5,000 years
back, are relics of
the category of Ma-
chiayao Culture.?
Made of fine hard
clay and brightly
painted, these ves-
sels are well shap-
ed and fired. They
are decorated with
symmetrical designs
of concentric circles and waves composed mainly of black
lines. Copper and painted pottery pieces found at Huang-
niangniangtai, Wuwei County, are relics of the 4,000-
year-old Ch’ichia Culture.4 They show that Ch'ichia
Culture was contemporary with Lungshan Cultures of the
Yellow River valley, both being of the chalcolithic period.
At Mapaochuan, Tienshui County, and at Szeping,
Weiyuan County, the stratigraphic correlation between
Ch'ichia and Yangshao Cultures was found, which proves

Painted pottery jug dated 5,000 years
ago, unearthed in Lanchoew in 1966.
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on the S:L;tﬁl_'““ll Province, was an important city
the Spring and 1ern border of the State of Ch'u! during
(.&bol]t 7—},6})2; ’;\Eflmmﬂand the Warring Stales Periods?
for 4 long time . |')' jhc Ch'u tombs have been known
i LiuC-hcngchi,L'O g‘l 1971, a new Ch'u tomb was opencd
collection of Ch’{l l;clltil;gshu, adding to the already large

The T inshie :
1971 by Cliﬂtlil::h“‘ng‘f‘h‘fm tomb was discovered in February
by Hunan’s L.n,b of Changsha’s Bast District and unearthed
local Part archacologists with the co-operation of the
arty and government institutions and people.

111’ i | 1
Which ::C']-F;n}?n, ‘ io y 4 m., contained a nest of three coffins,
was sealed \x-itlil'.}e_lm"' ground. Since the whole structur¢
the coffins. be 1 a 60-cm. layer of preservative white clay,
) were f‘l)LII:Ifji 11‘::11?0? and wooden articles and silk fa.‘brics
Ouler Coﬂiﬁ in_‘*‘t and well preserved. The walls of the
on a side “ut made of square cypress blocks 34 cm.
, precisely and compactly fixed with bronze nails
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in a jig-saw pattern. The intermediate coffin consisteq
of wooden boards 8 cm. thick, dovetailed by tenons ang
fastened with bronze nails. The inner coflin, 2.17 m, long,
0.82 m. wide and 0.94 m. high, is painted black outsidq
and red ingide. The coffin lid and sides are made of threg
whole crescent-shaped boards, forming an arc seldom seen
in Ch’u tombs previously opened. The coflins reveal a
high carpentry skill.

The 270 funeral objects include pottery, bronze, jade
and bamboo articles, lacquerware, silk fabrics, fruit seeds
and pebbles. Of the pottery, there are cooking pots (one
with cord pattern), food containers, wine vessels, platters,
basins and water jars. The bronzes consist mainly of weap-
ons such as swords, ko3 (dagger-axe), mao* (spear), chis
(halberd) and arrow heads, harness picces such as bar bits
and chariot trappings (chiefly chariot decorations like
projecting hubs). The lacquerware includes chariot canopics.
se6 (a 23-string-
ed zither), hand
drums and finely
engraved lac-
quered wood gar-
goyles (placed at
the entrances to
rulers’ tombs to
ward  off  eyil
spirits), lacquer-
ed tables, wood-
cn  platters and
lively lacquered
wooden deer

Pottery pot with cord pattern.
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prostrate with their heads coiled. Among the bamboo
articles arc bows, and mattresses and baskets of novel design.
The silk fabrics are of regular and close weave, with 42
warp and 32 weft threads per centimetre.

The funeral objects of the Liuchengchiao tomb predate
the Ch'u tombs of the Warring States Period previously
found at Changsha. Both in shape and decoration its
pottery vessels were modelled after those of the Spring
and Autumn Period bronzes. The lacquer objects are
also similar to those of the Spring and Autumn Period
Ch’u tombs found at Chiangling in Hupeh Province and at
Hsinyang in Honan Province. The lacquered winged
cups, wooden figurines and bronze mirrors commonly seen
in the Ch’u tombs of the Warring States Period are lacking.
Nor are the wooden coflins similar. This shows that the
Liuchengchiao tomb dates back to the late Spring and Au-
tumn Period, about the 5th century B.C.

The huge outer coffins, the rich and exquisite funeral
objects, particularly the variety of weapons, indicate that
the tomb belonged to an army commander or a general
of the southern garrison.

Class contradictions and class struggle grew increasingly
acute in the Spring and Autumn and the Warring States
Periods.  Feudal princes of the various principalitics waged
continual wars against cach other to consolidate and
cxpand their domains and intensify their exploitation and
oppression of the working people. An ancient Chinese
saying, “There was no just war in the Spring and Autumn
Period,” reveals the nature of the wars at that time. The
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large collection of weapons found in the Liuchengchiao
tomb -— 93 picces in all, or more than one-third of the
funeral objects — testifies to the ruthless wars among the
ruling classes. The following is a brief description of some
of the weapons:

1. Ko, Mao and Chi of Varying Lengths

X

esi i

Weapons found intact: ko (upper),
mao (middle) and chi (lower).

Ko had been a principal weapon since the Shang?
and Chou dynasties. The inner blade was used to hook
or hack, the outer one to attack or thrust and the sharp
point to picrece. The ko shafts vary in length from 91
cm. to 314 cm.

Mao, also a chiel weapon in the Spring and Autumn
and the Warring States Periods, with its pointed tip was
used for lunging. Onec of the mae has a 280-cm. rattan
shaft, the first such mao found, the previously discovered
oncs having wooden shafts. Another mao is fitted with
a wooden shaft 297 cm. long, whercas those previously
found in the Ch'u tombs at Changsha ranged from 165
em. to 222 cm. in length.

Chi, a combination of ko and mao, was a fairly ad-
vanced weapon in the Spring and Autumn and the War-
ring States Periods, being used both to hook and hack and
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to pierce and lunge. On a bronze basin discovered in a
tomb at Chihsien County, Honan Province, is shown a
battle scene on land and water, in which the chi vary in
length from half the height of a man to double his
height.  The iron and wooden ¢/i found before at Hengyang
and Changsha were 170 cm. and 145 em. respectively,
or the height of a man, while the bronze ehi uncarthed in
the Liuchengchiao tomb measure up to 310 em.

The ko, mao and chi all varied in length for different
usages in ancient China.  History records that long weapons
were used in chariot warfare, while shorter weapons werc
probably used by foot soldiers.

2. Shu—a Weapon in Chariot Warfare

Shu® is a pointed but edgeless weapon of ehichu® (sub-
stance made of agglutinated sliced bamboo skin), generally
277.8 cm. long according to historical data. Among the
Liuchengehiao finds are two pointed but edgeless chichu
shafts, one 303 cm. and the other 310 cm. They are probably
shu. Shu and the above-mentioned ko, long-shaft ¢hi, short-
shaft mao and long-shaft mao werc the *“five weapons in
chariot warfare” as historical records put it, planted on
both sides of the war chariots. As the Liuchengchiao finds
include thesc five weapons as well as chariot trappings,
canopies and horse bits, they arc probably a set of chariot
warfare equipment.

3. Bows and Arrows

The Liuchengchiao tomb contains 46 arrows, 6 of which
are still in good condition. The shafts are 75.7 cm., and the
feather tips 14.5 cm. There are three kinds of arrow-heads:

39



Arrow-heads in three shapes.

(1) prismatic arrow-heads, with a small head, long stem,
three barbs and four tips, the frontal tip unusually sharp:
(2) flat, leaf-like arrow-heads, with rhombic sections, a point-
ed frontal tip and two sharp edges; (3) threc-winged arrow-
heads, with sharp protruding edges and fairly long stems.
These vary in form probably for the three purposes as record-
ed in ancient documents: long distance shooting, short
distance shooting (for hunting) and depth shooting (for
piercing lecather armour). The Liuchengchiao finds also
include many bamboo bows of different sizes.

4. Quivers

According to historical records fish-skin and wooden
quivers were used in ancient China. According to the
bamboo books (made of bamboo strips bound together),
previously uncarthed [rom the Ch'u tombs at Changsha,
leather ones were also used. A wooden quiver was
found at Changsha in 1954. 'Those discovered in the Liu-
chengchiao tomb are cylindrical, and made of two 8l-cm.
crescent-shaped bamboo slabs, the top and the base being
roughly the same size. Decorated with fine lacquered geo-
metric designs; they contained still well-preserved arrows.

Study of the weapons from the Liuchengchiao tomb
shows that a great change in weapons took place following
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the progress of socicty in the Spring and Autumn and the
Warring States Periods. While demonstrating the wisdom
and creative ability of ancient China’s working people,
the change also indicates the endless wars the feudal rulers
waged against each other to the detriment and misery of
the common people.
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Chung Chien

Perfect Preservation After 2,100 Years

%2,100—}@“4}](1 tomb dating from the Western Ha
& Dynasty (206 B.C.-A.D, 24) was recently discovereg

on the eastern outskirts of Changsha, Hunan Province, by

Chinese archaeologists and excavated with the help of the
local people. The corpse, coffin and funeral furnitu ra
were all’ marvelously well preserved.  The new discovery,
has been given the name Han tomb No. | at Mziwangtui;t

Changsha.

Well-Preserved Tomb and Body

The city of Changsha has a history of 3,000 years
Metallurgy, textile crafts and lacquer work flourished there
as carly as the Spring and Autumn and Warring State g
Periods (770-221 B.C.). During the Western Han Dynasty-_
when the city was the capital of the local ruler, Prince o £
Changsha,? its economy further advanced.

The newly-excavated tomb is about four kilometres
from the city, where the terrain is low rolling hills. The
only sign of the tombs that could be scen above ground
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Relics from the
Han tomb at Ma-
wangtui, Changsha
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were two carthen mounds of similar size and height, stand-
ing side by side close together. Han tomb No. 1 is under
the mound to the east. This mound, overgrown with
weeds and brush, stood more than 20 metres high, with a
diameter of 50 metres at the bottom and over 20 metres
at the flat, round top.  The lower 7 or 8 metres of the mound
is of local earth; the rest is of earth brought from other
places and rammed down.

The tomb is a vertical rectangular carthen pit approach-
ed through a sloping passageway on the north. It is a
big, well-preserved chamber 16 metres underground. The
chamber is surrounded on all sides by a 30 to 40-cm.-thick
jacket of charcoal weighing altogether 5,000 kg. This layer
of charcoal is itself surrounded and scaled by a layer of
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sticky and compact white clay. The rest of the pit is fillod
wqh mottled reddish clay and sandy yellow carth. Archacol
0gists are of the opinion that the principal reason for the
wcll-p‘rt?served state of the corpse, burial chamber and the
quantities of funeral objects is this sealing with charco?
and white clay, which kept out moisturc and prevente
c}ecay. Suitable soil, temperature and humidity are als®
factors.

At the bottom of the tomb was a wooden sepumhrﬂI
chamber built of three layers of planks and resting on i
logs at the base of the pit. Inside this wooden chambe!
were the outer, middle and inner coffins, one inside the
other. Except for the space between the outer and middI¢
walls of the wooden chamber, where funeral objects Wer®
stored, the other walls, roofs and floors of the woode?
chanl_bcr as well as the coffins fit one inside the other wit!
_pract_lcally no space between. All the joining is by e
mortise and tenon method.,

. Thc lacquered outer and middle coffins are decorated
with lively designs in brilliant colours. The wall of 1
outer coflin, painted in black, bears cloud patterns in whil®;
red, lf)la.ck and yellow, done in flowing lines to give the i
pression of floating clouds. Among the clouds are mo™
sters grappling with cach other, hunting, playing the °
zither and dancing, or in pursuit of flying birds, fiorc®
beasts, oxen and deer.

The wall of the middle coffin is painted in vermilio™
Thf_: lid is decorated with cloud patterns in colour an
rd‘es.lgn. of a battle between two dragons and.two tigers-
I'he four sides are décorated with desi gns of mountain peaks
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The outer coffin,

running deer, monsters a_nd
lled with
han

Clouds,

il frolicking dragons,

4 discs enclosed within 11-cm.-wide borders fi

< - . - - Fareef -

Ecometric pattern. These lines arc more forceful 1
95¢ of the art work on the outer coffin.

silke The lid and sidies of the inner coffin are Qovcrcd Wf([l
o decorated with lozenge patterns made with {I:o[ouufd
%ifllllers’ enclosed within borders embroidered in satin
t't:;Ch' This is the first time a wooden coffin has been
Nd decorated with such silk.
2 woman of about 50
and linen,
The

- In the coffin was the corpse of _
ers old, wrapped in more than 20 layers _Uf 5!“{
Outer layer bound with nine bands of silk ribbons.
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154.5-cm.-long body was laid straight and face up, head
to the north. It was so perfectly preserved that there was
no sign of deterioration. Doctors from the Hunan Med-
ical College found that the loose connective tissue under-
ncath the skin was still soft and the tissue fibres could be
seen clearly. The colour of the femoral arteries was about
the same as that in those of the newly dead. When the
body was injected with a preservant fluid, there was swel-
ling which later gradually subsided. Two calcified tuber-
cular nodules about the size of peas were found on the
hilum and upper part of the left lung.

The unearthed coffins and funeral objects.
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The funeral objects bear the inscriptions “Family of
the Marquis of Tai”s or “Manager of the Houschold of
the Marquis of Tai.”6  Research based on the inscriptions
led to the conclusion that the deceased was the wile of one
of the three gencrations who bore the title Marquis of
Tai between 193-141 B.C,

Silks and Paintings

China began sericulture and silk weaving more than
3,000 years ago and as carly as the 3rd century B.C. was
called Seres, the “Land of Sill.”

Large quantities of silk garments and goods, their
colours still fresh, were found in the tomb. There were
about 50 pieces of clothing, including stockings, shoes and
gloves, over 50 pieces of silk fabrics, some with both borders

The corpse,
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still preserved, and about 20 other pieces of silk for varioue,.
uses. There were plain silks, gauzes and brocades colourey
or decorated in brown, dark brown, yellow-brown, [:)al.,3
yellow, grey, dark red, vermilion, blue-green and whitg_
The animal, cloud, modified cloud, flower and lozeng,
designs were embroidered, woven or painted on with go]_ﬂ
and silver dust. Some gauze pieces are as light as today'g
nylon netting. One garment of plain silk, the body 12g
cm. long and sleeves 190 cm. long, weighs only 49 grammey,
Another piece of silk material, 49 cm. wide and 45 cmy,
long, weighs 2.8 grammes.

Most valuable of all is the painting in colour on 4
picce of silk draped over the inner coffin. Tt measures 205
cm. long with the upper part 92 cm. wide and the longgr
lower part 47.7 cm. wide. Tassels hang from the foyyp
lower corners. Beginning from the bottom, the painting
shows scenes of the nether world, then of human sociely
and finally of the heavenly world. Some scenes are takep
from legends, others from the life of the class society of the
time. The painting is exccuted in fat style, the figures
outlined with a single flowing line and filled in with minery]
pigments of vermilion, azurite and malachite. The tight
composition, brilliantly-contrasting colours and figures ex-
hibiting great liveliness make this a unique work of arg,
Specialist opinion has hailed it as an important discovery
in the: history of Chinese art, a valuable addition to the
existing paintings from the Western Han Dynasty.
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Lacquer and Pottery

The more than 180 picces of beautiful lacquerware
have retained their original glowing colours. They include
cared cups, dishes, tripods, vases, square vases, boxes,
trays, basins, ewers, handled cups, ladles, round toilet
boxes, benches and screens. Of most exquisite design
are the eared cups and round toilet boxes. Most of the
pieces are of lacquer over a wood base, red on the inside
and black on the outside. The designs in black, red and
vermilion include stylized leaves, flower petals, clouds and
animals as well as geometric patterns. A few are incised
with lines as fine as silk thread. The widely-varied and
intricately-entwined lines reveal a richly creative mind.
Many of the lacquer picces bear inscriptions in vermilion,
red or black lacquer indicating the owner (“Family of the
Marquis of Tai”), the use of the object (“For the service
of the lord”7) or the capacity of the container. In some
of the lacquer vessels were found remmnants of food -— slices
of lotus root, chicken bones, fish and products made of
rice and wheat.

There are 50 pieces of pottery of a dozen types. They
are either clayey grey pottery or hard waré, fired at rather
high temperatures. The grey pottery is decorated either
with leaf or cloud patterns in colour or with tin foil. The
hard ware has a yellow glaze decorated with the impressions
of mats or squares. Most of the pottery vessels contained
food such as pickled vegetables, fruit (peaches, arbutus,
melons), aromatic herbs, bean preserves and dried ginger.
The mouths of the hard pottery jars were closed with mud
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and the impression of a seal with the characters “Manager
of the Household of the Marquis of Tai.”

Instruments and Other Finds

The three musical instruments among the funeral
objects are rare finds. One is a | 16-cm. wooden se zither,
its two ends painted with black lacquer, its frets, four tuning
pegs and 25 strings in good condition. It was found in
a brocade bag. Another is the 80-cm. yu¥ pipes, com-
posed of two rows of reed pipes, 11 in cach row. It was
also found in a brocade bag and was placed on top of the
se zither. The third is a set of 12 pitch-pipes made of
bamboo of varying lengths and arranged in an embroidered
case. The pilch is marked at the bottom of cach pipe in
black ink.

The 162 wooden tomb figurines are ol two sizes. Of
the smaller ones, three wear garments of silk or linen; the
rest are carved from the split halves of small tree branches,
with eyes and eyebrows painted in with ink. Of the bigger
figures, some wear real clothes; the clothing for others is
indicated in the carving and painted in colour. There
are slight differences in the dress, ornaments and hair styles.

Most notable is a set of figurines representing a banquet
scene, 18 wearing real clothes, 8 painted in colour. Three
are in a standing posture, obviously attendants; the rest
are members of a song-and-dance cnsemble, some with
musical instruments. Found opposite this group were
lacquer benches, screens, walking sticks, embroidered pil-
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lows, scent bags, toilet boxes and lacquer trays filled with
food.

Another valuable find is a set of 312 bamboo slips with
writing on them. Their inner side is deep yellow and the
back green, as they were made by splitting slender bamboo.
Judging from the string marks, the slips were strung to-
gether with fine hemp cords at both the top and bottom.
The characters are in black ink in the neat /i or “square
plain” style of writing. Most of them can still be made out,
showing the slips to be a detailed list of the funeral furni-
ture, including the names, sizes and numbers of the objects.
A check showed the list to be lairly accurate.

Other furniture includes 48 bamboo boxes containing
clothing and fabrics, straw mats, medicinal herbs, food-
stuffs, vegetables, grain seed, seals and several hundred
picces of money of unbaked clay with clear inscriptions.
The boxes were sealed with clay impressed with the imprint
of the seal, “Manager of the Houschold of the Marquis
of Tai.”

TOTH the construction of the tomb and the funerary

deposits reflect the ecconomic level of the Western
Han period. They are valuable materials for the study
of China’s textile crafts, lacquer work, painting, music,
and customs in clothing and ornaments of that period.

The Marquis of Tai was just one of many minor aris-
tocrats and enjoyed the revenue of a territory with only 700
houscholds.  But from the tremendous amount of money
and labour that went into the “comforts” for a dead mem-
ber of the ruling class — as indicated by the finds in this
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tomb — one can well imagine the waste and extravagance
pursucd by the living of those days, and their ruthless
oppression of the working people.  Finds such as in thig
tomb will enable us to learn more about the class struggle
in ancient China.
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Hsia Nai

More Finds Along the Silk Road

HINA was the first country in the world to raise silk-
C worms and weave fabrics of silk.  More than 3,000
years ago, the people of the late Shang Dynasty were already
engaged in sericulture. They produced multi-coloured em-
broideries and beautiful damask-like silks (later referred
to as damask)! in plain weave with patterns in twill weave.
Later on, fine silk gauzes and polychromes appeared.

In the Han Dynasty (206 B.C.-A.D. 220), China’s
technique in silk weaving was further developed. Among
the Han fabrics were white silk translucent as ice, silk gauze
light as a cloud and damask whose name has become a
synonym for beauty. To this day the Chinese people have
always compared the beauty of their motherland to brocade
and embroidery.

The silks of the Han Dynasty evoked astonishment
and admiration in central and western Asia and in Europe.
The ruling class of the Roman Empire grudged nothing
to pay for silks from China. According to a Roman writer, -
Chinese silks sold in the city of Rome for their weight in
gold. Of China, a third-century Roman monk wrote,
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“The Serecs make precious figured garments bright like
flowers and fine as a spider’s web.” The Chinese were
called the Seres — the silk people —and later the trans-
Asian route for the silk trade became known as the Road
of the Seres, the Silk Road.?

HE Silk Road started from Changan, capital of the
Western Han Dynasty (206 B.C.-A.D. 24), and
passed through the Kansu Corridor and the oases north
and south of the Tarim Basin in Sinkiang. It crossed the
Pamirs, then traversed central and wesiern Asia straight
to the east coast of the Mediterrancan. Its total length
was 7,000 km., the longest major trade routc in ancient
times. West of the Pamirs one route went through Fer-
ghana and Samarkand (now both in the Uzbek Soviet
Socialist Republic) to Merv? (now in the Turkmen Soviet
Socialist Republic). Another route passed Balkh in Af-
ghanistan to Merv. From there it continued westward
through Hecatompylos, now Damghan in Iran, capital of
ancient Parthia,4 and Ecbatana, now Hamadan, to Ctesi-
phon-Selencia,s near the present Baghdad, on the Tigris.
Then it ran through Palmyra in Syria to ports on the east
coast of the Mediterranean, Antioch in Turkey or Tyre in
Lebanon. It was here that the goods were taken by sea
to Alexandria in Egypt or to the Italian peninsula.

Of course merchandise other than silk was transported
along this route, such as rhubarb and cinnamon bark from
China, and, going castwards, woolen fabrics from central
and western Asia and Roman glassware. But the main
argo was silk,
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The long trade route passed through many deserts
and over snow-covered mounta_ins:. The caravans could
not have operated without the working people who travelled
continuously to and fro with them through burning heat
and freezing cold, through wind and snow. And no small
coniribution to the development of trade between coun-
tries and understanding and friendship among their peoples
was made by the people of lands along the route.

In the third century B.C., Bactria, with its capital at
Balkh, now in Afghanistan, extended its boundary eastwards
to Seres, the country of silk. The name Seres was already
known, so possibly silk caravans were already f'ollowing
the Silk Road at that time. A little over a century later
the famous Chinese explorer Chang Chienf3 hcga:n a journey
to the “western regions.”? He returned after thirteen years,
in 123 B.C., and reported to Empero}' Wuﬂuf the Han Dy-
nasty on the countries of central Asia. lﬁl‘l’lpC]:OI‘ Wu d.cq
cided to establish relations with the lands west of the Pum_n's
and adopted a forward-looking policy. Afler that the.Sﬂk
Road became a regular route. Even up to mc_:dcrn times
it has been an important trade route across Asia.

By way of this route, the courts of th(? Han and Tang
(A.D. 618-907) dynastics used to.scnd silks as presents
to their vassal princes, to officials in 111_6 border areas and
to foreign monarchs or envoys. The 5_‘|k3 were so prized
by the recipients that they were pl_aced in 1.hc.‘||"L01~nbs afler
death. This accounts for the discovery Uf_ China’s ancient
silks in tombs in many places along the Silk Road.

HE Turfan oasis in the northeastern part of the Tarim
Basin in the present Sinkiang Uighur Autonomous
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Region was a major stopover on the Silk Road. An im-
portant discovery was made there at Astana near the county
town of Turfan during the Cultural Reyolution. In a
burial ground dating from the fifth to the cighth centuries
where much ancient silk had been found earlier, over a
hundred tombs with a great quantity of ancient silk were
uncarthed.

Among the finds was a pair of silk polychrome shoes
from the Eastern Tsin Dynasty (A.D. 317-420). The colours
have remained bright through more than 15 centuries.
Against a white background is an all-over pattern in red,
blue and several other colours, framing the Chinese charac-
ters for “good luck.” This pattern and the characters
were a tradition from the Han Dynasty. Silk shoes in
the same style had been found carlier in Han tombs n

ear
Lop Nor, south of Turfan.

Two other picces of silk polychrome in the traditional
Han  warp-pat-
terned weave
have been found
in tombs dated
-AD. 567 and
631, Butin these
the cloud scrolls
and Taoist moun-
tains  character-
istic of Han silks
are no  longer
present,  being
replaced by more

Silke fabrics of the Tang Dynasty
(618-907) found in Turfan, Sinkiang.
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naturalistic portrayals. In the first piece, severg] animals
interlinked in a horizontal arrangement retain some of th(\:
style of the Han cloud-scroll motif. In the secopg piece
each animal —a bull, a lion and an elephant with ride, ol
is a separate element of design. This may be regarded o4 4
deterioration of the brisk, lively animal designs of the Y
Dynasty. '

an

In most of the recent finds of Tang polychromes the
pattern is created in the weft, a new method of weaving g
that time. They are in typical Tang designs of two main
types — clusters of flowers or birds and flowers, o pairs
of birds, beasts or riders enclosed by rings of “pearls,”
that is, small white dots.

The most magnificent of the first type is a polychrome
found in a tomb dated A.D. 778, Against a dark red back-
ground arc flying phoenixes amid red flowers and green
leaves., The wefts for each pattern unit are in five shades,
blue, orange, white, red and green. It belongs 1o a com-
paratively later period and is most representative of the
new level of polychrome weaving achieved in the Tang
Dynasty.

The second kind of design shows the marked influence
of the Sassanian (Persian) silks. In fact, the weft-patterned
weave was the traditional method used in the regions of
Persia and Syria. The Chinese weavers adopted it and
with it partly replaced the warp-patterned weave of the
Han Dynasty, a good example of East and West learning
from each other through cultural intercourse.  Birds
and animals form the main motifs — peacocks, ducks,
cocks, deer, boar’s heads and son'lclime__s riders, often in
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a symmetrical arrangement and encircled with “pearls,”
a characteristic Sassanian design.

DAM/\SK, known since the late Shang Period, had

developed into a Fabric of very fine quality by the
time of the Han Dynasty. It was generally made with a
linked-lozenge pattern, sometimes with figures of birds
or beasts facing each other inside the lozenges. One of
the recent finds is a delicately patterned picce of purple
damask dated A.D. 604. 1In this picce the lozenge shape
had evolved into linked cllipses formed by double lines.
There arc spirals between the lines and small lozenges and
[lowers between the ellipses.  Inside them are the characters
meaning “honour.”

Silks with dyed designs were a new varicty which ap-
peared after the Han Dynasty. They were produced either
by the tie-and-dye method or by wax-resist dyeing. In
the first, before dyeing, the fabric was tied or gathered with
thread into tight bunches which the dye did not penetrate.
When the thread was taken out after dyeing, a flowered
pattern became visible.  The second is the method known
as batik — painting a design on the fabric with hot liquid
wax which resists the dye.  Not only simple flower motifs
were produced by this method but complicated ones of
floral sprays, birds and deer.

New examples of both kinds of dyed silk have been
recently found. On one piece the gathering had not been
taken out, revealing how the tie-and-dye method was used.
A batik piece had a pattern of mandarin ducks facing each
other under a flowering plant.  Clothes made with these
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“two kinds of dyed silk, especially the lic-and-dye v
are often seen in wall paintings and pottery figurine
from the Northern Wei (A.D. 386-534) to the Tan
ties.

ariety,
s dating
g dynas-

Ancient silk gauze came either plain or with gp all-
over pattern. Already in the Han Dynasty, paiterned silk
gauze was made on the drawloom, an advanced type of
equipment. Lozenges were a common decorative e]e-
ment. In the Tang Dynasty complicated designs were
made by resist dyeing. A piece of recently-found silk gauze
in a distinctive style shows a lively hunting scene wigp
riding hunters aiming their arrows at fleeing deer and hares,
These and flowers and plants are in light green againgt 4
dark green background, indicating that the fabric wag prob-
ably dyed twice. '

BY studying the new finds of ancient silk from Turfap

we can see the technical level of China’s silk wegy-
ing at the time and the high intelligence and skill of ancient
China’s working people. The fact that these silks are found
at a stopover on the Silk Road shows how China’s ik
spurred prosperity of this trade route and its importance
in the history of world culture. It was a thoroughfare
not only for trans-Asian trade but for East-West cultura]
exchange. The new discoveries again show that the deep
friendship, cultural intercourse and mutual supply of needs
now existing between the Chinese people and the peoples
of other countries can be traced back to a very early date,
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Lu Wen-kao

Tomb of the Ming Prince of Lu

ZHE tomb of Chu Tan,! Prince of Lu2 of the Ming
Dynasty, was opened in 1970,

Chu Tan was the tenth son of Chu Yuan-chang,?
first emperor of the Ming Dynasty. e was born in 1370,
the 3rd year of Hung Wu (designation of Chu Yuan-chang’s
reign). Made Prince of Lu at the age of two months, he
went to Yenchow# in Shantung, seat of his principality,
at the age of 15. He died in the 22nd year of Hung Wu
(1389), when he was only 19, and was buried at the southern
foot of Chiulung Mountain, present-day site of the Shang-
chai Production Brigade of the Chunghsin People’s Com-
mune, Tsouhsien County, Shantung.

Chu Tan's tomb consists of two parts: two chambers
and an underground passage, with an entire length of about
100 metres.  The front chamber is perpendicular to the
main one, iogcthcr measuring over 20 metres.  Before
the front chamber extends an underground passage. The
chambers were built of huge bricks deep in the mountain.
Both are guarded by a stone gate lacquered in red. The
gate to the front chamber was blocked first by a ““chinkang
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wall”s (wall of guards) 8.2 metres high and then by another
wall 3 metres thick, known as the “gate-sealing wall.”
The floor of the tomb is 26 metres below the ground level,
which indicates the magnitude of the whole structure. Tt
is estimated that the work of digging the tomb, building
the chambers and ramming earth involved more than 200,000
cubic metres of earth and stone, requiring more than 800,000
workdays.

In the winter of 1969, during the Cultural Revolution
when the peasants of the Shangchai Production Brigade
were building terraced ficlds on Chiulung Mountain, they
ran into a large mass of rammed carth and promptly re-
ported to the authorities in charge of cultural relics. An
on-the-spot investigation confirmed indications in historical
records and folklore that the rammed earth was part of
the tomb of Chu Tan.

Under the charge of the revolutionary committee of
the Shantung Museum a “three-in-one” excavation team
was formed of representatives from the P.L.A., people’s
commune and archaeological workers. Throughout the
undertaking they received the support and aid of the
revolutionary committees at all levels in the provinee,
and of the local workers and peasants.

At the initial stage of the excavation serious cave-ins
of the rammed earth along the underground passage halted
the work. Skilled coal miners came many miles bringing
equipment, and shored up the passage and enabled the
excavators to proceed safely. When the work of pulling
down the “gate-sealing wall” was held up by the seepage
of underground water from the chamber, technicians from
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the nearby Anshang
Production Brigade
arrived  promptly
and solved  the
problem with two
pumps.

Breaking open
the  “gate-scaling
wall” was diflicult
because the bricks
were huge and ce-
mented layer upon
layer. Workers,
peasants and P.L.A.
men came to help.
Soon the red-lac-
quered gate was in

Archoeologicul workers and people sight. On ‘mp of it

excavating a Ming tomb at Tsouhsien Was a massive stone

County, Shantung. weight Lo keep

the gate frame

stcady. But now pressure cracked the frame and it sank,

blocking the gate. In order to prevent damage to the lower

part of the structure in case the stone fell, two stonemasons

suggested, splitting the stone and getting rid of it. This
work was done and the gate was opened at last.

The entlire excavation took six months, from April
1970 till January 1971, exclusive of the rainy scason.

Chu Tan's coflin, coflin case and most of the funeral
objects had remained in fairly good condition because
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Chang Li-chuan and Lin Yu-ching

The Masses Support
Archaeological Work

ANY of the numerous cultural relics brought to

light during the Cultural Revolution have beep

contributions by workers, peasants and People’s Liberation

Army men. Many inspiring stories have been told of their
aclivities in supporting archaeological work.

For the State

In the spring of 1968 peoplc came Lo an exhibition of
new relics arranged by the Wenhsien County (Honan Proy-
ince) Revolutionary Committee.  These included 21 ancient
weapons, musical instruments and vessels, all of which
had been discovered by the peasants of Hsiaonanchange
Village while levelling the fields. The peasants turned thcn:
over to the state.

Such donations have occurred many times since the
Cultural Revolution. Workers, peasants and armymen
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have realized more deeply the significance of protecting
cultural relics in the light of Chairman Mao’s teaching:
“A splendid old culture was created during the long
period of Chinese feudal society.” Whenever they have
made such discoveries, they send them to the state. They
also notify the responsible departments of clues to hidden
treasure that have come to their knowledge.

Among the exhibits in the Museum of Chinese History
in Pcking is a seal with the inscription “Command of
Ten Thousand Troops™! which belonged to a subordinate
of Han Lin-erh,? leader of the “Red Turban Army,”?
a peasant force hat rebelled at the end of the Yuan Dynasty
(about 1368). It was uncarthed and presented in 1969
by two peasants of the Changchuang People’s Commune,
Tsaochuang City, Shantung Province. A commune member
at Hsincheng County, Honan Province, presented two
square bronze wine-vessels of 37 catties each, dated in the
Spring and Autumn and the Warring States Periods (770-221
B.C.), which he came upon while irrigating the fields. The
peasants also donated large quantities of ying yuan# gold coins
(97.5 per cent pure gold) of the State of Ch'u of the War-
ring States Period which were unearthed in Anhwei Province.

In February 1970 peasants of the Huangtsun People’s
Commune, Ninghsiang County, Hunan Province, brought
to light a loop-handled bronze ewers when they were digging
on a mountain slope. The ewer is beautifully shaped,
with a delicate and vivid design. Inside were over 300
jade pieces. The peasants sent the ewer and its contents
o the Hunan Provincial Museum.
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Recent finds in Ninghsiang, Hunan, indicate that
3,000 years ago when King Chou of Yin® was overthrown
by the Chou Kingdom, the slave-owner nobles of Yin fled
the Central Plain, carrying large quantities of bronzeware
and other objects. On their way south some lightened
their load by burying the objects. As time went on, the
earth was gradually washed away and the objects exposed.

Joining'in the Excavation Work

Workers, peasants and P.L.A. men always volunteer
to help archaeological workers in excavation. The un-
earthing of the two Han tombs at Mancheng, Hopei Proy-
ince, is a typical example. The tombs were discovered
by the P.L.A. men stationed there. The excavation team was
made of technical personnel from the Institute of Archae-
ology of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, members of the
Archacological Team of Hopei Province and armymen.

The tombs of Liu Sheng, Prince of Chungshan, and
his wifc Tou Wan were built during their lifetime and deeply
concealed against discovery. Afier cach burial the passage
leading to the tomb chamber was blocked with stones and
the tomb gate sealed with molten iron into an “iron wall.”
These “iron walls” and “stone walls” caused considerable
trouble for the excavators, but no difficulties could deter
the P.L.A. men and the archaeological workers. They
succeeded in opening the passage to Tou Wan’s tomb
by removing the “stone wall” piece by picce and blowing
up the “iron wall” with dynamite. Enirance into Liu
Sheng’s tomb was made through its already exposed roof.
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The P.L.A. men also worked together with the archae-
ological workers in uncovering two suits of “jade clothes
sewn with gold thread” and thousands of funeral objects
from the tombs. Others took part in surveying, drafting
and photographing. They were praised by the local people
as versatile in fighting, productive labour and now cultural
work.

The tomb of Chu Yueh-lien on Fenghuang Mountain,
Chengtu, Szechuan Province, was also opened with the help
of the P.L.A. men stationed there and people’s commune
members. Chu, eldest son of Prince of Shu, died in 1409.
His tomb is larger than either of the Mancheng tombs.
When unearthed in 1970, underground water had seeped
in more than knee-deep and commune members came to
help with their pumps and planks.

Peking workers were the first to discover the barbican
entrance to 1o Yi Men of Tatu, capital of the Yuan Dynasty
in the period of 1271-1368, while taking down the old city
walls. The wall inside bore inscriptions illegible from
weathering; nevertheless, they traced and copied down the
words., From the record the gate was identified as the
barbican built by the Yuan rulers to resist the rebellious
peasant army and later covered by the Ming walls which
were being removed.

Such examples of co-operation between archacological
workers and the masses are too many to enumerate, but
the following examples are worthy of mention:

Opening of the tomb of Chu Tan, Prince of Lu of the
Ming Dynasty, in Shantung;
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Opening of some 140 Tang tombs at Turfan, Sinkiang,
by the region’s museum. In one of these tombs was dis-
covered a manuscript of the Analects of Confucius with
annotations by the Han scholar Cheng Hsuan (A.D. 127-
200), copied in 710 by Pu Tien-shou of the Tang Dynasty
(A.D. 618-907).

In their participation in the above underlakings the
P.L.A. units and people’s communes demonstrated a social-
ist co-operative spirit by supplying manpower and materials
whenever needed.

Caring for the Cultural Heritage

Ever since the People’s Republic of China was founded
in 1949 the Chinese Communist Parly and the people’s
governmenl have taken measures (o protect archaeological
finds and historical sites. These measures have been
supported by cadres, workers, peasants and P.L.A. men and,
later, by Red Guards during the Cultural Revolution.

Yin Hsu,7 well-known site of Yin ruins, situated at
present-day Anyang City, Honan Province, was the capital
of the Shang (Yin) Dynasty, from King Pan Keng? to the
last ruler King Chou, for 273 years (14th-11th centuries
B.C.). "It has remained intact thanks to the co-operation
of the people.

Another well-preserved historical sitc is the Temple
to Ssuma Chien (145 or 135 B.C.-?) at Hancheng County,

Shensi Province. Ssuma Chien, famous historian and
man of letters of the Han Dynasty, wrote the first Chinese
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general history Shih Chi (Historical Records). His temple
has a wide attraction for visitors. Teng Shih-yu, caretaker
of the historical site since 1958, 15 a former Red Army
soldier who was disabled. He said, “I feel it a great
honour to be entrusted with this work by the Party. 1 am
determined to prove mysell capable of the task.”

Shensi Province, where the capital of various dynasties
was located, holds an important place in Chinese history
and has an enormous wealth of extant cultural legacies.
Refore liberation, imperialism in collusion with the Kuomin-
tang reactionarics pillaged much of the province’s cultural
Lreasure.

During the Cultural Revolution, the leading body of
Shensi, guided by Chairman Mao’s proletarian revolutionary
line and relying on the masses, organized a team, with the
poor and lower-middle peasants as core, to protect cultural
relics in the province. Specialists were appointed in 36
cities and counties of the province to carry out the plan for
archaeological work.

The Pao-Hsich Path? —a trail across Chinling Moun-
tains running hundreds of miles from the southern end of
the Pao River valley northward to the end of Hsichku valley
in Meihsicn, County in central Shensi-—was built by the
working people 2,000 years ago. It winds through steep
mountains at the side of treacherous waters.  Path breakers
cleared bramble and thistle, cut the trail across the face of
cliffs and put up plank for bridges at the most difficult
sections.  Shih Men1? (Rocky Gate) is the “neck” of the
path, a tunnel 15 metres long, 4 metres wide and 5 metres
high. The interior of the tunnel, the cliff faces and even
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the rocks in the rushing waters are covered with inscriptiony
and graffiti from the dynasties of Han (206 B.C.-A.D. 220)
and Weill (A.D. 220-280). Some of these are of great
value in the study of calligraphy and the methods of build.
ing roads, bridges and culverts in ancient China.

In 1969 a reservoir was to be constructed in the Han.
chung area in southern Shensi. As Shih Men was in the
area to be covered by the reservoir, it had to make way and
its inscriptions had to be moved.

A team organized for the removal carefully chiselleq
the inscriptions and graffiti off section by section. Some
which could not be removed were duplicated by plaster-
casting, photographing or stone rubbing. Collective effort
sent the inscriptions and graffiti safely to a new place,

Without the active support of the broad masses of
the people it would have been inconceivable for China’s
archacological workers to achieve the successes in preserv-
ing the cultural relics.
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Colour plate facing Contents:
for “Yuan Dynasty ([271-1386)"
read “Yuan Dynasty (127]-1368)"
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A new art album

HISTORICAL RELICS UNEARTHED
IN NEW CHINA

China has a lang history and very carly
civilization.  Hwver since the founding of
people’s China, the Communist Parey and
governmene have paid great attention to
archacological work and many objects of
high euliural value have come wo light
Presented here are 217 photographs of such
objects, dating from the age of earliest man
down to the Ming Dynasty.  The illustra-
tions (p2 in colour) are arranged chronologi-

cally.
Size: 26 24 3z2cm,

Bound in linen with coloured  glazed-

paper jacker and box.

An  explanation  leaflet  in Haglish,
French, Spanish, Japanese, German, Korean
or Vietnamese is inserted in the Chinese

edition.




