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PUBLISHER'S NOTE 

The four articles contained in this booklet may help to acquaint 
our readers with the major struggles on New China's philosophical 
front since its founding in 1949. Written by the Revolutionary 
Mass Criticism Writing Group of the Party School under the 
Chinese Communist Party Central Committee, they first appeared 
separately in Renmin Ribao (People's Daily), Hongqi (Red Flag) 
and Guangming Ribao (Kwangming Daily). The present transla
tion is made from an abridged version of the Chinese text. 
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THREE MAJOR STRUGGLES 
ON CHINA'S PHILOSOPHICAL FRONT 

(1949-64) 

"The philosophy of the Communist Party is the philos
ophy of struggle." "Marxism can develop only through 
struggle, and not only is this true of the past and the 
present, it is necessarily true of the future as well." 

Between 1949 and 1964, three major struggles of 
principle took place on China's philosophical front, 
centring around the question of China's economic base 
and superstructure, the question of whether there is 
identity between thinking and being, and the question 
of one divides into two or "combine two into one." These 
struggles were provoked one after another by Yang 
Hsien-chen, agent of the renegade, hidden traitor and 
scab Liu Shao-chi in philosophical circles, at cru
cial junctures in the struggle between the two classes 
(the proletariat and the bourgeoisie), the two roads 
(socialism and capitalism) and the two lines (Chairman 
Mao Tsetung's proletarian revolutionary line and Liu 
Shao-chi's counter-revolutionary revisionist line). They 
were fierce struggles between dialectical materialism 
and historical materialism on the one hand and idealism 
and metaphysics on the other, and were a reflection on 
the philosophical front of the acute class struggle at home 
and abroad. 
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I 

T h e f o u n d i n g o f t h e P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l i c o f C h i n a i n 1 9 4 9 
n i a r k e d t h e b a s i c c o n c l u s i o n o f t h e s t a g e o f C h i n a ' s n e w -
d e m o c r a t i c r e v o l u t i o n a n d t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e s t a g e o f 
i t s s o c i a l i s t r e v o l u t i o n . I n h i s R e p o r t t o t h e S e c o n d 
P l e n a r y S e s s i o n o f t h e S e v e n t h C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e o f 
t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y o f C h i n a h e l d i n M a r c h 1 9 4 9 , o u r 
g r e a t l e a d e r C h a i r m a n M a o p o i n t e d o u t t h a t a f t e r t h e 
c o u n t r y w i d e v i c t o r y o f t h e C h i n e s e r e v o l u t i o n t h e b a s i c 
c o n t r a d i c t i o n i n C h i n e s e s o c i e t y w a s "the contradiction 
between the working class and the bourgeoisie"; h e u r g e d 
t h e p e o p l e t o c o n t i n u e t h e r e v o l u t i o n , s t r e n g t h e n t h e p e o 
p l e ' s d e m o c r a t i c d i c t a t o r s h i p , i . e . , t h e d i c t a t o r s h i p o f t h e 
p r o l e t a r i a t , a n d "build China into a great socialist state." 
A t t h e e n d o f 1 9 5 2 , C h a i r m a n M a o w e n t f u r t h e r t o f o r m 
u l a t e t h e g e n e r a l l i n e f o r t h e p e r i o d o f t r a n s i t i o n : b r i n g i n g 
a b o u t , s t e p b y s t e p , t h e s o c i a l i s t i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n o f t h e 
c o u n t r y a n d t h e s o c i a l i s t t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f a g r i c u l t u r e , 
h a n d i c r a f t s a n d c a p i t a l i s t i n d u s t r y a n d c o m m e r c e . 

R u n n i n g c o u n t e r t o t h i s , L i u S h a o - c h i o p e n l y o p p o s e d 
t h e s p i r i t o f t h e S e c o n d P l e n a r y S e s s i o n o f t h e P a r t y ' s 
S e v e n t h C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e . A s e a r l y a s 1 9 4 9 , t h e y e a r 
t h e s e s s i o n w a s h e l d , h e d e s p e r a t e l y p r e a c h e d t h e f a l l a c y 
t h a t " e x p l o i t a t i o n i s a m e r i t " a n d a d v o c a t e d t h e d e v e l o p 
m e n t o f c a p i t a l i s m . W a v i n g t h e t a t t e r e d b a n n e r o f t h e 
" t h e o r y o f p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s " a f t e r l i b e r a t i o n , h e d i s h e d 
u p a s i n i s t e r p r o g r a m m e f o r d e v e l o p i n g c a p i t a l i s m w h i c h 
c a l l e d f o r " c o - o p e r a t i o n a m o n g t h e f i v e s e c t o r s o f t h e 
e c o n o m y ^ t o c o n s o l i d a t e t h e n e w - d e m o c r a t i c s y s t e m . " 

* The five sectors of China's national economy were state-owned 
economy, co-operative economy, the individual economy of the 
peasants and handicraftsmen, private capitalist economy, and 
state-capitalist economy. 
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T h i s s h o w e d t h a t h e b l a t a n t l y o p p o s e d t h e P a r t y ' s g e n 
e r a l l i n e f o r t h e p e r i o d o f t r a n s i t i o n . 

A t t h a t m o m e n t o f a c u t e s t r u g g l e b e t w e e n C h a i r m a n 
M a o ' s p r o l e t a r i a n r e v o l u t i o n a r y l i n e a n d L i u S h a o - c h i ' s 
c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y r e v i s i o n i s t l i n e , Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n , 
a t t h e b i d d i n g o f L i u S h a o - c h i , c h u r n e d o u t t h e s o - c a l l e d 
t h e o r y o f " s y n t h e s i z e d e c o n o m i c b a s e , " t h e r e b y p r o v o k 
i n g t h e f i r s t b i g s t r u g g l e o n t h e p h i l o s o p h i c a l f r o n t . 

Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n c l a i m e d t h a t t h e e c o n o m i c b a s e d u r 
i n g t h e p e r i o d o f t r a n s i t i o n w a s o f a " s y n t h e s i z e d 
n a t u r e , " " i n c l u d i n g b o t h t h e s o c i a l i s t s e c t o r a n d t h e 
c a p i t a l i s t s e c t o r o f t h e e c o n o m y " w h i c h " c a n d e v e l o p i n 
a b a l a n c e d a n d c o - o r d i n a t e d w a y . " H e b a b b l e d t h a t t h e 
s o c i a l i s t s u p e r s t r u c t u r e s h o u l d , w i t h o u t d i s c r i m i n a t i o n , 
" s e r v e t h e e n t i r e e c o n o m i c b a s e , " i n c l u d i n g t h e c a p i t a l i s t 
s e c t o r o f t h e e c o n o m y , a n d " a l s o s e r v e t h e b o u r g e o i s i e . " 
T h i s w a s t h e n o t o r i o u s t h e o r y o f " s y n t h e s i z e d e c o n o m i c 
b a s e . " 

I t i s o b v i o u s t h a t , i n p u t t i n g f o r w a r d t h e s e r e a c t i o n a r y 
a b s u r d i t i e s , Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n o b l i t e r a t e d t h e d i a m e t r i c a l 
a n t a g o n i s m a n d s t r u g g l e b e t w e e n t h e s o c i a l i s t e c o n o m y 
a n d t h e c a p i t a l i s t e c o n o m y , a n d d e n i e d t h e c l a s s n a t u r e 
o f t h e s u p e r s t r u c t u r e , h i s a i m b e i n g a l l - r o u n d c l a s s c o l 
l a b o r a t i o n a n d c l a s s c a p i t u l a t i o n i n a l l s p h e r e s , f r o m t h e 
e c o n o m i c b a s e t o t h e s u p e r s t r u c t u r e . T h i s w a s a n a t 
t e m p t t o c h a n g e t h e n a t u r e o f t h e d i c t a t o r s h i p o f t h e 
p r o l e t a r i a t i n o u r c o u n t r y , o p p o s e t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f 
a s o c i a l i s t e c o n o m i c b a s e a n d p e r p e t u a t e c a p i t a l i s m i n 
C h i n a . 

T h e t h e o r y o f " s y n t h e s i z e d e c o n o m i c b a s e , " w h i c h 
a d v o c a t e d t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f c a p i t a l i s m , w a s n o t h i n g 
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new. It was just a variant of the "theory of productive 
forces" which old and new revisionists in China and 
other countries have held sacred for scores of years. 
According to this "theory," China must not carry out 
the socialist transformation of the private ownership of 
the means of production, it cannot go in for socialism 
but can only allow capitalism to spread unchecked, be
cause its productive forces are backward and capitalism 
is not developed. 

As soon as Yang Hsien-chen trotted out his reactionary 
fallacy, he was dealt a head-on blow by the proletariat. 
Not reconciled to defeat, he concocted in 1955 an article 
entitled "On the Question of the Base and the Super
structure During the Transition Period in the People's 
Republic of China," preaching his theory of "synthesized 
economic base" more systematically than ever. When 
he sent his sinister article to Liu Shao-chi for examina
tion, the latter openly supported him and said: "You are 
right," adding that private capitalism "is a component 
of the base." 

Chairman Mao sternly criticized Liu Shao-chi's re
actionary programme of "co-operation among the five 
sectors of the economy to consolidate the new-democratic 
system," pointing out that its reactionary nature lay in 
its advocating the development of capitalism. Under the 
guidance of Mao Tsetung Thought, the socialist transfor
mation of the ownership of the means of production was 
basically completed in 1956 and the Party's general line 
for the period of transition was successfully implement
ed. Yang Hsien-chen's theory of "synthesized economic 
base" not only went bankrupt theoretically but was 
thoroughly smashed by revolutionary practice. 
4 



I I 

"Revolution means liberating the productive forces." 
T h e s o c i a l i s t t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f t h e o w n e r s h i p o f t h e 
m e a n s o f p r o d u c t i o n h a s g r e a t l y p r o m o t e d t h e g r o w t h 
o f p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s . I n 1 9 5 8 , C h a i r m a n M a o p u t f o r 
w a r d t h e g e n e r a l l i n e o f going all out, aiming high and 
achieving greater, faster, better and more economical 
results in building socialism. M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m - M a o 
T s e t u n g T h o u g h t , o n c e g r a s p e d b y t h e m a s s e s , b e c o m e s 
a m a t e r i a l f o r c e c a p a b l e o f c h a n g i n g t h e w o r l d , a f o r c e 
u n d e r w h o s e i m p a c t t h e e n t i r e o l d s u p e r s t r u c t u r e a n d 
i d e o l o g y c r u m b l e . "So inspired, so militant and so dar
ing," t h e C h i n e s e p e o p l e b r o u g h t t h e i r c o n s c i o u s d y n a m i c 
r o l e a n d r e v o l u t i o n a r y i n i t i a t i v e i n t o f u l l p l a y , c r e a t i n g 
t h e n e w s i t u a t i o n o f t h e g r e a t l e a p f o r w a r d i n s o c i a l i s t 
c o n s t r u c t i o n a n d e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e p e o p l e ' s c o m m u n e s 
w h i c h a r e o f g r e a t h i s t o r i c s i g n i f i c a n c e . 

T h e s w i f t , f o r c e f u l d e v e l o p m e n t o f r e v o l u t i o n a n d 
c o n s t r u c t i o n s c a r e d t h e h a n d f u l o f R i g h t o p p o r t u n i s t s 
o u t o f t h e i r w i t s . L i u S h a o - c h i et al. j u m p e d o u t a n d 
f r e n z i e d l y a t t a c k e d t h e g e n e r a l l i n e , t h e g r e a t l e a p 
f o r w a r d a n d t h e p e o p l e ' s c o m m u n e a n d s l a n d e r e d t h e 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y m a s s m o v e m e n t s . T h e y a c c u s e d t h e P a r t y 
o f " s u b j e c t i v e i d e a l i s m " w h i c h " e x a g g e r a t e d m a n ' s c o n 
s c i o u s d y n a m i c r o l e . " T a k i n g h i s c u e f r o m L i u S h a o - c h i , 
Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n s e i z e d t h e o p p o r t u n i t y a n d p r o v o k e d 
a n e w b a t t l e i n t h e f i e l d o f p h i l o s o p h y b y d i s h i n g u p 
t h e t h e o r y t h a t " t h e r e i s n o i d e n t i t y b e t w e e n t h i n k i n g 
a n d b e i n g . " 

Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n a r b i t r a r i l y d e c l a r e d : " I d e n t i t y b e 
t w e e n t h i n k i n g a n d b e i n g i s a n i d e a l i s t p r o p o s i t i o n . " H e 
r a v e d t h a t " i d e n t i t y b e t w e e n t h i n k i n g a n d b e i n g " a n d 
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" d i a l e c t i c a l i d e n t i t y " d i d n o t m e a n t h e s a m e t h i n g , t h a t 
t h e y b e l o n g e d t o " t w o d i f f e r e n t c a t e g o r i e s . " V i c i o u s l y 
d i s t o r t i n g M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m , h e t r i e d t o s e t t h e i d e n t i t y 
b e t w e e n t h i n k i n g a n d b e i n g a g a i n s t t h e m a t e r i a l i s t 
t h e o r y o f r e f l e c t i o n , a l l e g i n g t h a t , w i t h r e g a r d t o t h e 
q u e s t i o n o f t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t h i n k i n g a n d b e i n g , 
" m a t e r i a l i s m u s e s t h e t h e o r y o f r e f l e c t i o n t o s o l v e i t , 
w h i l e i d e a l i s m s o l v e s i t b y m e a n s o f i d e n t i t y . " 

M a t e r i a l i s t d i a l e c t i c s t e a c h e s u s t h a t t h e l a w o f t h e 
u n i t y o f o p p o s i t e s i s u n i v e r s a l . T h e i d e n t i t y o f o p p o s i t e s , 
t h a t i s , t h e i r m u t u a l d e p e n d e n c e f o r e x i s t e n c e a n d t h e i r 
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n i n t o e a c h o t h e r , i s u n d o u b t e d l y a p p l i c a 
b l e t o t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t h i n k i n g a n d b e i n g . B y 
d e n y i n g t h e i d e n t i t y b e t w e e n t h i n k i n g a n d b e i n g , Y a n g 
H s i e n - c h e n w a s d e n y i n g t h a t t h e t w o o p p o s i t e a s p e c t s 
o f t h e c o n t r a d i c t i o n , t h i n k i n g a n d b e i n g , d e p e n d e d o n 
e a c h o t h e r f o r t h e i r e x i s t e n c e a n d c o u l d t r a n s f o r m t h e m 
s e l v e s i n t o e a c h o t h e r i n g i v e n c o n d i t i o n s . I f Y a n g 
H s i e n - c h e n ' s a s s e r t i o n w e r e t r u e , t h e l a w o f t h e u n i t y o f 
o p p o s i t e s a s t a u g h t b y d i a l e c t i c s w o u l d n o t b e u n i v e r s a l . 

Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n m e t a p h y s i c a l l y n e g a t e d t h e i n t e r c o n 
n e c t i o n b e t w e e n t h i n k i n g a n d b e i n g , r e g a r d i n g t h e m a s 
a b s o l u t e o p p o s i t e s . T h u s h e s a n k i n t o d u a l i s m a n d , f r o m 
t h e r e , i n t o s u b j e c t i v e i d e a l i s m . H e d e n i e d t h e d y n a m i c 
r o l e o f r e v o l u t i o n a r y t h e o r y a n d o p p o s e d t h e r e v o l u t i o n 
a r y m a s s m o v e m e n t . H e e x a g g e r a t e d t h e n o n - e s s e n t i a l 
a n d s e c o n d a r y a s p e c t s o f t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y m a s s m o v e 
m e n t t o t h e p o i n t o f a b s u r d i t y . H e c o n c e n t r a t e d h i s 
a t t a c k o n o n e p o i n t t o t h e c o m p l e t e d i s r e g a r d o f t h e r e s t , 
c l o s i n g h i s e y e s c o m p l e t e l y t o t h e e s s e n c e a n d t h e m a i n 
a s p e c t s o f t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y m a s s m o v e m e n t . H e e v e n 
h a d n o s c r u p l e s t o p a l m o f f h i s c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
s u b j e c t i v e p e r c e p t i o n s a s t h e o b j e c t i v e r e a l i t y . H e d i d 
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all this in a vain attempt to overthrow the dictatorship 
of the proletariat and restore capitalism. 

By denying the dialectical identity between thinking 
and being, Yang Hsien-chen was, in the final analysis, 
opposed to arming the masses with Marxism-Leninism-
Mao Tsetiing Thought and using it to actively transform 
the world, that is to say, he was trying to hoodwink the 
masses with counter-revolutionary revisionist ideas and 
attempting to transform the world with the reactionary 
world outlook of the bourgeoisie. It was precisely this 
reactionary theory of Yang Hsien-chen's that provided 
the "theoretical basis" for Liu Shao-chi's slavish com
prador philosophy and his doctrine of trailing behind at 
a snail's pace. 

Backed by Liu Shao-chi, Yang Hsien-chen started 
preaching this reactionary theory in 1955. In 1957, he 
went so far as to flagrantly demand that those opposing 
his trash and consistently advocating the identity be
tween thinking and being be labelled "Rightists." In 
1958, he knocked together his sinister article "A Brief 
Discussion of Two Categories of 'Identity,' " branding as 
"subjective idealism" the scientific thesis that there is 
identity between thinking and being; then he ordered 
his men to write articles to propagate his reactionary 
theory. Chairman Mao sharply pointed out the reac
tionary essence of Yang Hsien-chen's fallacy in October 
the same year, but the latter resisted for all he was 
worth. Also, when giving lectures in November 1958, 
Yang Hsien-chen vilified the theory of the identity be
tween thinking and being as "sheer nonsense and out-
and-out reactionary theory." And between 1959 and 
1964, in close co-ordination with Liu Shao-chi's counter
revolutionary activities for capitalist restoration, he 
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r e p e a t e d l y w a g e d c o u n t e r - a t t a c k s a g a i n s t M a o T s e t u n g 
T h o u g h t o n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r q u e s t i o n . B u t a l l t h e s e 
s c h e m e s f e l l a p a r t o n e a f t e r a n o t h e r u n d e r t h e c r u s h i n g 
b l o w s f r o m t h e p r o l e t a r i a t . 

I n 1 9 6 3 , C h a i r m a n M a o w r o t e t h e w e l l - k n o w n a r t i c l e 
W h e r e Do C o r r e c t I d e a s C o m e F r o m ? I n i t h e p e n e t r a t 
i n g l y e x p o u n d e d t h e g r e a t t r u t h t h a t "matter can be 
transformed into consciousness and consciousness into 
matter," c r e a t i v e l y d e v e l o p e d t h e M a r x i s t t h e o r y o f 
k n o w l e d g e a n d t h o r o u g h l y c r i t i c i z e d t h e b o u r g e o i s 
i d e a l i s m a n d m e t a p h y s i c s o f L i u S h a o - c h i , Y a n g H s i e n -
c h e n a n d c o m p a n y , a n d m a d e a s c i e n t i f i c s u m m a t i o n o f 
t h e s t r u g g l e c e n t r i n g a r o u n d t h e q u e s t i o n o f t h e i d e n t i t y 
b e t w e e n t h i n k i n g a n d b e i n g . 

I l l 

N o t r e s i g n e d t o t h e i r d e f e a t , L i u S h a o - c h i a n d c o m 
p a n y p u t u p a l a s t - d i t c h s t r u g g l e . I n 1 9 6 4 , L i u S h a o - c h i 
d i r e c t e d Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n t o c o n c o c t t h e r e a c t i o n a r y 
t h e o r y " c o m b i n e t w o i n t o o n e " i n o p e n o p p o s i t i o n t o 
C h a i r m a n M a o ' s r e v o l u t i o n a r y d i a l e c t i c s one divides into 
two. T h i s g a v e r i s e t o a s t r u g g l e o n a s t i l l w i d e r s c a l e . 

T h a t y e a r , c l a s s s t r u g g l e w a s v e r y a c u t e a n d c o m p l e x 
w i t h i n t h e c o u n t r y a n d o n t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l s c e n e . I n 
c o n c e r t w i t h t h e c l a s s e n e m i e s a b r o a d i n t h e i r b l a t a n t 
a n t i - C h i n a a c t i v i t i e s , L i u S h a o - c h i a n d h i s s o r t l o s t n o 
t i m e i n t r y i n g t o e f f e c t a c a p i t a l i s t r e s t o r a t i o n i n C h i n a . 
G u i d e d b y C h a i r m a n M a o ' s t h e o r y o f c o n t i n u i n g t h e 
r e v o l u t i o n u n d e r t h e d i c t a t o r s h i p o f t h e p r o l e t a r i a t , t h e 
C h i n e s e p e o p l e w a g e d a t i t - f o r - t a t s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t t h e 
c l a s s e n e m i e s b o t h w i t h i n a n d o u t s i d e t h e c o u n t r y . T h e y 
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l a u n c h e d a s o c i a l i s t e d u c a t i o n m o v e m e n t a t h o m e a n d 
c o n d u c t e d o p e n p o l e m i c s w i t h m o d e r n r e v i s i o n i s m . T h a t 
t h e r e a c t i o n a r y t h e o r y " c o m b i n e t w o i n t o o n e " s h o u l d 
m a k e i t s a p p e a r a n c e a t t h i s j u n c t u r e c o m p l e t e l y m e t 
t h e c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y n e e d s o f t h e c l a s s e n e m i e s a t 
h o m e a n d a b r o a d . 

C h a i r m a n M a o p o i n t e d o u t : " E v e r y t h i n g d i v i d e s into 
two." " I n society as i n n a t u r e , e v e r y enti ty i n v a r i a b l y 
breaks u p into its different parts, o n l y t h e r e a r e dif
ferences i n content a n d f o r m u n d e r different concrete 
conditions." C h a i r m a n M a o ' s b r i l l i a n t t h e s i s t h a t one 
divides into t w o i s a p e n e t r a t i n g a n d c o n c i s e g e n e r a l i z a 
t i o n o f t h e l a w o f t h e u n i t y o f o p p o s i t e s ; i t i s a g r e a t 
d e v e l o p m e n t o f m a t e r i a l i s t d i a l e c t i c s . 

A c k n o w l e d g i n g t h a t one d i v i d e s into t w o m e a n s 
a c k n o w l e d g i n g t h e e x i s t e n c e , i n s o c i a l i s t s o c i e t y , o f c l a s s 
e s , c l a s s c o n t r a d i c t i o n s a n d c l a s s s t r u g g l e , t h e s t r u g g l e 
b e t w e e n t h e s o c i a l i s t r o a d a n d t h e c a p i t a l i s t r o a d , t h e 
d a n g e r o f c a p i t a l i s t r e s t o r a t i o n , a n d t h e t h r e a t o f a g g r e s 
s i o n a n d s u b v e r s i o n b y i m p e r i a l i s m a n d s o c i a l - i m p e r i a l 
i s m . T o r e s o l v e t h e s e c o n t r a d i c t i o n s , i t i s e s s e n t i a l t o 
c o n t i n u e t h e r e v o l u t i o n u n d e r t h e d i c t a t o r s h i p o f t h e 
p r o l e t a r i a t . 

H o w e v e r , t h e r e a c t i o n a r y t h e o r y " c o m b i n e t w o i n t o 
o n e " a d v o c a t e d t h a t " ' c o m b i n e t w o i n t o o n e ' a p p l i e s t o 
e v e r y t h i n g " a n d t h a t t h e i d e n t i t y o f o p p o s i t e s s h o w e d t h a t 
t h e o p p o s i t e s h a d a n " i n s e p a r a b l e l i n k , " a " c o m m o n 
g r o u n d " a n d a " c o m m o n d e m a n d . " T h i s r e a c t i o n a r y f a l 
l a c y a i m e d a t r e c o n c i l i n g c o n t r a d i c t i o n s , l i q u i d a t i n g 
s t r u g g l e , n e g a t i n g t r a n s f o r m a t i o n a n d o p p o s i n g r e v o l u 
t i o n . I t w a s o u t - a n d - o u t b o u r g e o i s m e t a p h y s i c s a n d 
i d e a l i s m . I n e s s e n c e , i t w a n t e d " c o m b i n i n g " i n t o o n e 
t h e p r o l e t a r i a t a n d t h e b o u r g e o i s i e , r e v o l u t i o n a n d 
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c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n ; i t o p p o s e d c o n t i n u i n g t h e r e v o l u t i o n 
u n d e r t h e d i c t a t o r s h i p o f t h e p r o l e t a r i a t a n d t r i e d t o 
r e s t o r e c a p i t a l i s m . I t w a s t h e b a s i s o f L i u S h a o - c h i ' s 
t h e o r y o f " t h e d y i n g o u t o f c l a s s s t r u g g l e . " 

T o p e d d l e t h e i r r e a c t i o n a r y w a r e s , Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n 
et al. s h o u t e d t h a t " t o o m u c h h a s b e e n s a i d a b o u t ' o n e 
d i v i d e s i n t o t w o ' a n d t o o l i t t l e a b o u t ' c o m b i n e t w o i n t o 
o n e . ' " T h e y w e n t o u t o f t h e i r w a y t o a t t a c k C h a i r m a n 
M a o ' s one divides into t w o , s l a n d e r i n g i t a s " t h e p h i l o s 
o p h y o f a t t a c k i n g p e o p l e . " B u t t h e f e r o c i o u s n e s s o n 
t h e p a r t o f t h e r e a c t i o n o n l y h a s t e n e d i t s t o t a l c o l l a p s e . 
A s s o o n a s t h e t h e o r y " c o m b i n e t w o i n t o o n e " m a d e i t s 
a p p e a r a n c e , i t m e t w i t h c r u s h i n g b l o w s f r o m t h e p r o 
l e t a r i a n h e a d q u a r t e r s a n d t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y m a s s e s . 
C h a i r m a n M a o p e r s o n a l l y l e d t h e s t r u g g l e o f c r i t i c i z i n g 
t h i s r e a c t i o n a r y t h e o r y a n d p o i n t e d o u t i n a c l e a r - c u t 
w a y t h a t i t s c o r e w a s r e v i s i o n i s t c l a s s c o n c i l i a t i o n , t h u s 
s e a l i n g i t s d o o m . 

I V 

T h e t h r e e m a j o r s t r u g g l e s o n t h e p h i l o s o p h i c a l f r o n t 
s h o w e d t h a t t h e c o n f r o n t a t i o n o f t h e t w o o p p o s i n g s i d e s 
i n t h i s f i e l d h a s a l w a y s b e e n a r e f l e c t i o n o f c l a s s s t r u g g l e 
a n d t h e s t r u g g l e b e t w e e n t h e t w o l i n e s , t h a t i t s e r v e s 
t h e s e s t r u g g l e s , a n d t h a t w e m u s t n o t t a k e t h e s t r u g g l e 
i n p h i l o s o p h y t o b e m e r e l y a n " a c a d e m i c c o n t r o v e r s y . " 
I n f r e n z i e d l y a t t a c k i n g d i a l e c t i c a l m a t e r i a l i s m a n d 
h i s t o r i c a l m a t e r i a l i s m , s p r e a d i n g r e a c t i o n a r y i d e a l i s m 
a n d m e t a p h y s i c s a n d p r o v o k i n g o n e s t r u g g l e a f t e r 
a n o t h e r , L i u S h a o - c h i , Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n a n d c o m p a n y 
w e r e m o t i v a t e d b y t h e v i l e a t t e m p t t o s h a k e t h e p h i l o -
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sophical basis of Chairman Mao's proletarian revolution
ary line and create a "theoretical basis" for the counter
revolutionary revisionist line aimed at restoring 
capitalism. 

The three major struggles on the philosophical front 
also told us that the struggle between the two lines is, 
in the final analysis, the struggle between the two world 
outlooks, the proletarian and the bourgeois. One's world 
outlook decides which line he defends and implements. 
In terms of world outlook, the root cause of the fact that 
Liu Shao-chi, Yang Hsien-chen and their kind peddled 
the counter-revolutionary revisionist line was their 
bourgeois idealism and metaphysics. In order consciously 
to implement the proletarian revolutionary line, we 
must conscientiously study dialectical materialism and 
historical materialism in conjunction with the three 
great revolutionary movements of class struggle, the 
struggle for production and scientific experiment, 
overcome the idealism and metaphysics in our minds and 
earnestly remould our world outlook; we must learn to 
distinguish genuine Marxism from false Marxism, and 
tell the correct line from an erroneous line. 

The three major struggles in the field of philosophy 
all ended with resounding victories for Chairman Mao's 
philosophical thinking. But class struggle has not ended. 
The struggle between materialism and idealism and be
tween dialectics and metaphysics will always go on. We 
must carry on deep-going revolutionary mass criticism 
of the idealism and metaphysics spread by Liu Shao-chi 
and other political swindlers, and eradicate whatever 
remains of their poisonous influence. 
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THE THEORY OF 
"SYNTHESIZED ECONOMIC BASE" 

MUST BE THOROUGHLY 
CRITICIZED 

Shortly after the founding of the People's Republic 
of China in 1949, Liu Shao-chi instigated Yang Hsien-
chen, his agent in the philosophical circles, to put out a 
theory of "synthesized economic base," starting a major 
struggle on China's philosophical front. It was a struggle 
of principle concerning the road China was to take, the 
socialist or the capitalist, whether China was to have a 
dictatorship of the proletariat or a dictatorship of the 
bourgeoisie. 

The theory of "synthesized economic base" was actual
ly a variant of the reactionary "theory of productive 
forces" which is, in turn, an idealist conception of history 
serving as the common "theoretical basis" of the revi
sionist trend in China and abroad. Such pseudo-Marxist 
swindlers as Liu Shao-chi and Yang Hsien-chen had all 
along used such reactionary theory to push their counter
revolutionary revisionist line and shape public opinion 
for their counter-revolutionary activities of opposing 
the proletarian revolution, overthrowing the proletarian 
dictatorship and restoring capitalism. 
12 



P R O D U C T O F T H E C O U N T E R - R E V O L U T I O N A R Y 
R E V I S I O N I S T L I N E 

T h e f o u n d i n g o f t h e P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l i c h e r a l d e d a 
n e w e r a i n C h i n a , t h a t o f t h e s o c i a l i s t r e v o l u t i o n a n d 
t h e p r o l e t a r i a n d i c t a t o r s h i p . 

I n h i s R e p o r t t o t h e S e c o n d P l e n a r y S e s s i o n o f t h e 
S e v e n t h C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e o f t h e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y o f 
C h i n a i n M a r c h 1 9 4 9 , C h a i r m a n M a o T s e t u n g m a d e a 
p e n e t r a t i n g a n a l y s i s o f t h e c l a s s r e l a t i o n s a n d e c o n o m i c 
c o n d i t i o n s p r e v a i l i n g i n C h i n a a t t h a t t i m e , c l e a r l y p o i n t 
i n g o u t t h a t f o l l o w i n g t h e c o u n t r y w i d e s e i z u r e o f p o w e r 
b y t h e p r o l e t a r i a t t h e p r i n c i p a l i n t e r n a l c o n t r a d i c t i o n 
w a s "the contradiction between the working class and 
the bourgeoisie." T h e f o c u s o f t h e s t r u g g l e r e m a i n e d 
t h e q u e s t i o n o f s t a t e p o w e r . C h a i r m a n M a o c a l l e d u p o n 
t h e w h o l e P a r t y t o c o n t i n u e t h e r e v o l u t i o n , r e l y o n a n d 
s t r e n g t h e n t h e p e o p l e ' s d e m o c r a t i c d i c t a t o r s h i p , t h a t i s , 
t h e p r o l e t a r i a n d i c t a t o r s h i p , d e v e l o p t h e s o c i a l i s t s t a t e 
e c o n o m y a n d c a r r y o u t s t e p b y s t e p t h e s o c i a l i s t t r a n s 
f o r m a t i o n o f a g r i c u l t u r e , h a n d i c r a f t s a n d c a p i t a l i s t i n 
d u s t r y a n d c o m m e r c e a n d s o c i a l i s t i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n s o 
as t o "build China into a great socialist state." 

A t t h i s t u r n i n g p o i n t o f t h e r e v o l u t i o n , L i u S h a o - c h i 
w a v e d t h e t a t t e r e d b a n n e r o f t h e r e a c t i o n a r y " t h e o r y 
o f p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s " i n h y s t e r i c a l l y o p p o s i n g t h e 
s o c i a l i s t r e v o l u t i o n . T o c o u n t e r a c t t h e r e s o l u t i o n o f t h e 
S e c o n d P l e n a r y S e s s i o n o f t h e P a r t y ' s S e v e n t h C e n t r a l 
C o m m i t t e e , h e f l a u n t e d h i s c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y p r o 
g r a m m e c a l l i n g f o r " c o - o p e r a t i o n a m o n g t h e f i v e s e c t o r s 
o f t h e e c o n o m y t o c o n s o l i d a t e t h e n e w - d e m o c r a t i c 
s y s t e m . " L i u S h a o - c h i a n d o t h e r s u c h s w i n d l e r s w e n t 
a b o u t d r u m m i n g u p t r a d e f o r t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f c a p -
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i t a l i s m , b a b b l i n g , " O u r c o u n t r y ' s p r o d u c t i o n i s u n d e 
v e l o p e d a n d b a c k w a r d . T o d a y i t i s n o t t h a t t h e r e a r e 
t o o m a n y f a c t o r i e s r u n b y p r i v a t e c a p i t a l , b u t t o o f e w . 
N o w , n o t o n l y m u s t p r i v a t e c a p i t a l i s m b e a l l o w e d t o 
e x i s t , b u t i t n e e d s t o b e d e v e l o p e d , n e e d s t o b e e x p a n d 
e d . " " S o c i a l i s m i n C h i n a i s a m a t t e r f o r t w o o r t h r e e 
d e c a d e s l a t e r . " T h e y a d v o c a t e d p r e s e r v i n g t h e r i c h -
p e a s a n t e c o n o m y f o r a l o n g t i m e a n d d e v e l o p i n g i t 
e n e r g e t i c a l l y , c a l l e d f o r " c o n s o l i d a t i n g t h e p e a s a n t s ' 
private p r o p e r t y " a n d a t t a c k e d a g r i c u l t u r a l co-operation 
a s " a k i n d o f w r o n g , d a n g e r o u s a n d Utopian a g r a r i a n 
s o c i a l i s m . " 

C h a i r m a n M a o w a g e d a s h a r p , t i t - f o r - t a t s t r u g g l e 
a g a i n s t L i u S h a o - c h i a n d h i s g a n g w h o m u l i s h l y p l o t t e d 
t o t a k e t h e c a p i t a l i s t r o a d . I n 1 9 5 3 , i n a t a l k o n t h e 
P a r t y ' s g e n e r a l l i n e f o r t h e p e r i o d o f t r a n s i t i o n , C h a i r m a n 
M a o t h o r o u g h l y d i s c r e d i t e d t h e i r c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
p r o g r a m m e o f " c o n s o l i d a t i n g t h e n e w - d e m o c r a t i c 
s y s t e m . " H e p o i n t e d o u t : "After the success of the 
democratic revolution, some people stand still. Failing 
to realize the change in the character of the revolution, 
they continue with their 'new democracy' instead of 
undertaking socialist transformation. Hence their Right
ist errors." A s f o r t h e s o - c a l l e d f o r m u l a t i o n o f " c o n 
s o l i d a t i n g t h e n e w - d e m o c r a t i c s y s t e m , " C h a i r m a n M a o 
s a i d t h a t i t w a s "harmful" a n d w a s "at variance with 
the realities of the struggle and hinders the development 
of the socialist cause." 

S t i l l t h e s e r e n e g a d e s d i d n o t g i v e u p . A t a t i m e w h e n 
t h e w h o l e P a r t y w a s s t u d y i n g a n d a p p l y i n g t h e P a r t y ' s 
g e n e r a l l i n e f o r t h e t r a n s i t i o n p e r i o d , Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n , 
g i v e n h i s c u e b y s w i n d l e r L i u S h a o - c h i e t a l . , r e f u r b i s h e d 
t h e s i n i s t e r p r o g r a m m e o f " c o n s o l i d a t i n g t h e n e w -

14 



democratic system" and came up with the theory of 
"synthesized economic base." This variety of the reac
tionary "theory of productive forces" he spread every
where in his feverish effort to oppose the Party's general 
line. 

However, guided by the Party's general line, the poor 
and lower-middle peasants' socialist initiative mounted 
as never before so that the movement for agricultural 
co-operation flourished; likewise, the socialist transfor
mation of the capitalist industry and commerce acceler
ated. In their futile attempt to brake the wheel of 
history, Liu Shao-chi and his like drew up, in 1955, their 
vicious scheme of "opposing rashness" and set forth 
their counter-revolutionary policy of "holding up," "con
traction" and "checking up" which drastically slashed 
the number of co-operatives. Yang Hsien-chen stepped 
in at this point and, racking his brains, penned his 
reactionary screed "On the Question of the Base and the 
Superstructure During the Transition Period in the 
People's Republic of China," systematizing his theory of 
"synthesized economic base" to conjure up a "theoretical 
basis" for the plot of Liu Shao-chi et al. to oppose the 
socialist revolution. He sent his scribble posthaste to 
Liu Shao-chi with a covering letter in which he said, "I 
hope you will find time to examine it and give me your 
instructions." Yang Hsien-chen himself admitted that 
concerning his theory of "synthesized economic base," 
he also had "consulted with" the big careerist swindler 
who referred to himself as a "humble little commoner." 
All this proves to the hilt that the struggle started by 
Yang Hsien-chen was a counter-revolutionary political 
plot which he had worked out hand in glove with Liu 
Shao-chi and other swindlers. 
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A t a c r i t i c a l p o i n t i n t h e g r a v e s t r u g g l e b e t w e e n t h e 
t w o l i n e s , C h a i r m a n M a o m a d e h i s r e p o r t On the Ques
tion of Agricultural Co-operation, s h a t t e r i n g i n t h e o r y 
a n d p r a c t i c e t h e r e v i s i o n i s t " t h e o r y o f p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s " 
a n d t h e c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y p l o t o f L i u S h a o - c h i & C o . 
A n i m m e d i a t e u p s u r g e i n t h e s o c i a l i s t t r a n s f o r m a t i o n 
o f a g r i c u l t u r e , h a n d i c r a f t s a n d c a p i t a l i s t i n d u s t r y a n d 
c o m m e r c e s w e p t t h e c o u n t r y , c h a r a c t e r i z e d b y : Op
portunism is falling, socialism is on the rise. C h i n a ' s 
s o c i a l i s t t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f t h e o w n e r s h i p o f t h e m e a n s 
o f p r o d u c t i o n w o n a g r e a t v i c t o r y , w h i l e t h e r e a c t i o n a r y 
t h e o r y o f " s y n t h e s i z e d e c o n o m i c b a s e " m e t w i t h t o t a l 
b a n k r u p t c y . 

R E A C T I O N A R Y F A L L A C Y F O R O V E R T H R O W I N G 
P R O L E T A R I A N D I C T A T O R S H I P 

W h a t , a f t e r a l l , w a s t h e t h e o r y o f " s y n t h e s i z e d 
e c o n o m i c b a s e " m a d e o f ? 

Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n a s s e r t e d : " I n t h e p e r i o d o f t r a n s i 
t i o n t h e e c o n o m i c b a s e o f t h e s t a t e p o w e r o f t h e s o c i a l i s t 
t y p e " w a s o f a " s y n t h e s i z e d n a t u r e , " " e m b r a c i n g b o t h 
t h e s o c i a l i s t s e c t o r a n d t h e c a p i t a l i s t s e c t o r , a n d t h e 
s e c t o r o f i n d i v i d u a l p e a s a n t e c o n o m y a s w e l l " ; t h e y " c a n 
d e v e l o p i n a b a l a n c e d a n d c o - o r d i n a t e d w a y " ; t h e 
s o c i a l i s t s u p e r s t r u c t u r e s h o u l d " s e r v e t h e e n t i r e e c o n o m i c 
b a s e , " i n c l u d i n g t h e c a p i t a l i s t e c o n o m y , a n d " a l s o s e r v e 
t h e b o u r g e o i s i e . " T h i s w a s a n a l t o g e t h e r r e a c t i o n a r y 
a n d f a l l a c i o u s t h e o r y f o r o v e r t h r o w i n g t h e d i c t a t o r s h i p 
o f t h e p r o l e t a r i a t . 

A c c o r d i n g t o M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m , " s t a t e p o w e r o f t h e 
s o c i a l i s t t y p e " c a n o n l y b e t h e d i c t a t o r s h i p o f t h e p r o -
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l e t a r i a t . I t i s t h e c o n c e n t r a t e d e x p r e s s i o n o f t h e 
f u n d a m e n t a l i n t e r e s t s o f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s a n d o t h e r 
l a b o u r i n g p e o p l e , a n d i t s e c o n o m i c b a s e c a n o n l y b e "the 
socialist economic base, that is, . . . socialist relations of 
production" ( O n t h e C o r r e c t H a n d l i n g of C o n t r a d i c 
t i o n s A m o n g t h e P e o p l e ) . T h e c a p i t a l i s t e c o n o m y i s a 
p a r a d i s e w h e r e t h e b o u r g e o i s a m a s s f o r t u n e s , w h i l e f o r 
t h e p r o l e t a r i a t a n d o t h e r l a b o u r i n g p e o p l e i t i s a h e l l 
o n e a r t h . I t i s t h e e c o n o m i c b a s e o f t h e b o u r g e o i s 
d i c t a t o r s h i p . C a p i t a l i s t e c o n o m y a n d p r o l e t a r i a n d i c t a t o r 
s h i p a r e a s i n c o m p a t i b l e w i t h e a c h o t h e r a s f i r e w i t h 
w a t e r . H o w i s i t c o n c e i v a b l e t h a t t h e p r o l e t a r i a n 
d i c t a t o r s h i p c a n r e s t o n a n y s o - c a l l e d " s y n t h e s i z e d 
e c o n o m i c b a s e " w h i c h i n c l u d e s t h e c a p i t a l i s t e c o n o m y ? 

Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n ' s f a l l a c y b e c o m e s e v e n m o r e p r e 
p o s t e r o u s w h e n v i e w e d a g a i n s t t h e h i s t o r i c a l m i s s i o n o f 
t h e p r o l e t a r i a n d i c t a t o r s h i p , w h i c h a i m s a t a b o l i s h i n g 
c a p i t a l i s m a n d a l l o t h e r s y s t e m s o f e x p l o i t a t i o n , a t 
e n d i n g p r i v a t e o w n e r s h i p . R e f e r r i n g t o t h e e c o n o m y i n 
t h e t r a n s i t i o n p e r i o d , L e n i n p o i n t e d o u t : " A s long as 
private ownership of the means of production.. . and 
freedom to trade remain, so does the economic basis of 
capitalism. The dictatorship of the proletariat is the 
only means of successfully fighting for the demolition 
of that basis, the only way to abolish classes. . . " 
[ C o l l e c t e d W o r k s , V o l . 3 1 ) . I n C h i n a , i t i s p r e c i s e l y b y 
u s i n g t h i s m e a n s o f p r o l e t a r i a n d i c t a t o r s h i p t h a t t h e 
s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t c a p i t a l i s m i s w a g e d . W e t o o k a s e r i e s 
o f m e a s u r e s t o c o n f i s c a t e b u r e a u c r a t - m o n o p o l y c a p i t a l , 
c a r r y o u t s o c i a l i s t t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f m e d i u m - s i z e d a n d 
s m a l l c a p i t a l i s t i n d u s t r y a n d c o m m e r c e , a n d s e t u p 
a g r i c u l t u r a l a n d h a n d i c r a f t c o - o p e r a t i v e s i n o r d e r 
g r a d u a l l y t o a b o l i s h c a p i t a l i s m a n d p r i v a t e o w n e r s h i p 
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a n d e s t a b l i s h a s o c i a l i s t e c o n o m i c b a s e . O n l y t h u s c a n 
t h e v i c t o r y o f t h e r e v o l u t i o n b e c o n s o l i d a t e d , c a n w e 
h a v e t h e p r o l e t a r i a n d i c t a t o r s h i p . H o w c a n o u r p r o l e 
t a r i a n s t a t e p o w e r t a k e a s i t s e c o n o m i c b a s e t h e s o - c a l l e d 
" s y n t h e s i z e d e c o n o m i c b a s e " e m b r a c i n g t h e c a p i t a l i s t 
e c o n o m y ? 

I n f a c t , a n y s o - c a l l e d " s y n t h e s i z e d e c o n o m i c b a s e " 
s i m p l y d o e s n ' t e x i s t , b u t i s a m e r e f a b r i c a t i o n b y Y a n g 
H s i e n - c h e n a n d h i s l i k e . F o r h i s t o r i c a l r e a s o n s , C h i n a ' s 
p r o l e t a r i a t d i d f a c e f i v e s e c t o r s o f t h e e c o n o m y a f t e r 
s e i z i n g s t a t e p o w e r , a n d t h e s e b o i l e d d o w n t o t h e s o c i a l i s t 
a n d t h e c a p i t a l i s t s e c t o r s . D i a m e t r i c a l l y o p p o s e d t o e a c h 
o t h e r , t h e s o c i a l i s t a n d t h e c a p i t a l i s t s e c t o r s d o n o t a n d 
c a n n o t e x i s t p e a c e f u l l y s i d e b y s i d e , a s Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n 
c l a i m e d , o r c o m b i n e t o f o r m a n y s o - c a l l e d " s y n t h e s i z e d 
e c o n o m i c b a s e , " s t i l l l e s s c a n t h e y " d e v e l o p i n a b a l a n c e d 
a n d c o - o r d i n a t e d w a y . " L e n i n s a i d : "This transition 
period has to be a period of struggle between dying 
capitalism and nascent communism — or, in other words, 
between capitalism which has been defeated but not 
destroyed and communism which has been born but is 
still very feeble" ( C o l l e c t e d Works, V o l . 3 0 ) . A n d C h a i r 
m a n M a o p o i n t e d o u t : "The period of transition is full 
of contradiction and struggle. Our present revolution
ary struggle is even more profound than the armed rev
olutionary struggles of the past. It is a revolution that 
will for ever bury the capitalist system and all other 
systems of exploitation." 

P r e c i s e l y s o . E v e n t s i n C h i n a ' s t r a n s i t i o n p e r i o d 
t e s t i f y t o a n i n t e n s e , l i f e - a n d - d e a t h s t r u g g l e b e t w e e n t h e 
t w o s e c t o r s o f t h e e c o n o m y , s o c i a l i s t a n d c a p i t a l i s t . O n e 
s w a l l o w s u p t h e o t h e r . E i t h e r p r o g r e s s t o w a r d s s o c i a l i s m 
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Or r e t r o g r e s s t o c a p i t a l i s m : T h e r e i s a b s o l u t e l y n o r o o m 
f o r c o m p r o m i s e i n t h e s t r u g g l e b e t w e e n t h e t w o c l a s s e s , 
t h e t w o r o a d s a n d t h e t w o l i n e s . Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n ' s 
" s y n t h e s i z a t i o n " w a s a c l e a r c a s e o f a t t e m p t i n g t o " c o m 
b i n e t w o i n t o o n e , " t o d e n y t h e c o n t r a d i c t i o n a n d s t r u g 
g l e b e t w e e n s o c i a l i s m a n d c a p i t a l i s m , a n d a l l o w t h e 
l a t t e r t o s w a l l o w u p t h e f o r m e r . S o - c a l l e d " b a l a n c e d 
d e v e l o p m e n t " w a s , i n e s s e n c e , d e v e l o p m e n t o f c a p i t a l i s m 
a n d r e v e r s i o n t o s e m i - f e u d a l , s e m i - c o l o n i a l s o c i e t y . D i d 
n o t L i u S h a o - c h i & C o . , t a k i n g a s t h e p o i n t o f d e p a r t u r e 
t h e i r r e a c t i o n a r y " t h e o r y o f p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s , " o p e n l y 
d e c l a r e t h a t t h e y w o u l d w o r k a l o n g w i t h t h e c a p i t a l i s t s 
f o r s e v e r a l d e c a d e s a n d t h e n g o i n f o r s o c i a l i s m " w h e n 
C h i n a ' s i n d u s t r i a l p r o d u c t i o n s h o w s a s u r p l u s " ? T h e 
s w i n d l e r t h a t s t y l e d h i m s e l f a " h u m b l e l i t t l e c o m m o n e r " 
b u t w a s a c t u a l l y a b i g c a r e e r i s t a l s o s h o u t e d : " I n c o n 
t e m p o r a r y C h i n a t h e c a p i t a l i s t s y s t e m o f e x p l o i t a t i o n i s 
p r o g r e s s i v e , " " i t h a s a r o l e t o p l a y i n i n d u s t r i a l l y b a c k 
w a r d C h i n a , " e t c . , e t c . T h i s w a s w h a t l a y a t t h e b o t 
t o m o f Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n ' s " s y n t h e s i z a t i o n " a n d " b a l a n c e d 
d e v e l o p m e n t . " H i s p r e a c h i n g o f " s y n t h e s i z e d e c o n o m i c 
b a s e , " w h e n s t r i p p e d o f a l l i t s f a n c y w r a p p i n g s , w a s 
n o t h i n g b u t a n a t t e m p t t o b u i l d C h i n a o n a c a p i t a l i s t 
e c o n o m i c b a s e . 

C h a i r m a n M a o p o i n t s o u t t h a t i f w e d o n o t b u i l d a 
s o c i a l i s t e c o n o m y , o u r p r o l e t a r i a n d i c t a t o r s h i p w i l l b e 
c o m e a b o u r g e o i s d i c t a t o r s h i p , a r e a c t i o n a r y , f a s c i s t 
d i c t a t o r s h i p . C l e a r l y , Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n c o n c o c t e d a n d 
a d v e r t i s e d h i s t h e o r y o f " s y n t h e s i z e d e c o n o m i c b a s e " i n 
o r d e r t o a b o l i s h t h e s o c i a l i s t r e v o l u t i o n , t o p a v e t h e w a y 
f o r L i u S h a o - c h i & C o . t o u s u r p s t a t e p o w e r a n d e s t a b l i s h 
a r e a c t i o n a r y , f a s c i s t d i c t a t o r s h i p . 
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Yang Hsien-chen said shamelessly that the socialist 
superstructure should "serve the entire economic base," 
including the capitalist economy; that it should "also 
serve the bourgeoisie." What a statement — "it should 
also serve the bourgeoisie"! 

Marxism tells us that superstructure has class char
acter; that state power which is at the very centre of the 
superstructure is an instrument of class struggle, an ap
paratus with which one class oppresses another. Every 
state power is a dictatorship by a certain class: either a 
proletarian dictatorship with which the proletariat and 
other labouring people oppress the bourgeoisie and other 
exploiting classes, or a dictatorship of the bourgeoisie 
and other exploiting classes with which these classes op
press the proletariat and other labouring people. Yang 
Hsien-chen went to the length of trying to make the 
socialist superstructure "serve the entire economic base," 
including the capitalist economy, and make our state of 
proletarian dictatorship "serve the bourgeoisie." What 
is this if not meeting the counter-revolutionary needs of 
overthrowing the proletarian dictatorship? 

Of course, Liu Shao-chi, Yang Hsien-chen et al. did not 
stop just at words. Hell-bent on "serving the bour
geoisie," they enforced nothing less than a reactionary, 
fascist dictatorship in the departments where they had 
usurped power. Politically, they plotted to usurp the 
Party, military and government power in a vain a t tempt 
to reduce China to a colony of imperialism and social-
imperialism. Economically, they tried to restore capital
ism by large-scale practice of the "four freedoms,"' 

1 Freedom of land sale, of hiring labour, of usury, and of trading. 
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san zi yi bao,^ p r o f i t i n c o m m a n d , m a t e r i a l i n c e n t i v e s , 
t e c h n i q u e f i r s t , a n d e x c l u s i v e r e l i a n c e o n s p e c i a l i s t s i n 
r u n n i n g f a c t o r i e s . I d e o l o g i c a l l y a n d c u l t u r a l l y , t h e y d i d 
t h e i r b e s t t o p e d d l e t h e v i c i o u s f e u d a l , c a p i t a l i s t a n d 
r e v i s i o n i s t w a r e s a n d g l o r i f y f e u d a l e m p e r o r s a n d p r i n c e s , 
g e n e r a l s a n d m i n i s t e r s , s c h o l a r s a n d b e a u t i e s s o a s 
t o m o u l d p u b l i c o p i n i o n i n f a v o u r o f t h e i r c o u n t e r 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y a c t i v i t i e s . O r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y , t h e y f o r m e d 
a n u n d e r g r o u n d b o u r g e o i s h e a d q u a r t e r s b y r e c r u i t i n g 
d e s e r t e r s a n d r e n e g a d e s , p r o t e c t i n g o n e a n o t h e r a n d 
w o r k i n g h a n d i n g l o v e . S o t h e i r h e i n o u s a c t i v i t i e s c e r 
t a i n l y w e n t b e y o n d t h e f o r m u l a " a l s o s e r v e t h e b o u r 
g e o i s i e . " T h e y a r e i n f a c t f a i t h f u l a g e n t s , s t e e p e d i n 
c r i m e , o f t h e i m p e r i a l i s t s , m o d e r n r e v i s i o n i s t s a n d 
K u o m i n t a n g r e a c t i o n a r i e s . A s f o r t h e t h e o r y o f " s y n t h e 
s i z e d e c o n o m i c b a s e " i t w a s s i m p l y a m a n i f e s t a t i o n , i n 
t h e o r y , o f t h e c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y a t t e m p t s a t t h e o v e r 
t h r o w o f t h e p r o l e t a r i a n d i c t a t o r s h i p o n t h e p a r t o f t h e s e 
a n t i - C o m m u n i s t K u o m i n t a n g e l e m e n t s , r e n e g a d e s a n d 
e n e m y a g e n t s . 

" F I T T I N G T H E C H A R A C T E R O F C H I N A ' S 
P R O D U C T I V E F O R C E S " R E F U T E D 

T h e p r i n c i p a l a r g u m e n t f a b r i c a t e d b y Y a n g H s i e n -
c h e n t o j u s t i f y h i s t h e o r y o f " s y n t h e s i z e d e c o n o m i c 
b a s e " w a s t h a t t h e f i v e k i n d s o f p r o d u c t i o n r e l a t i o n s i n 
t h e t r a n s i t i o n p e r i o d " f i t t h e c h a r a c t e r o f C h i n a ' s p r o 
d u c t i v e f o r c e s . " T h i s w a s a g r o s s e x p o s u r e o f Y a n g 

i T h i s m e a n s the extension of free m a r k e t s , the extension of 
plots for private use, the promotion of s m a l l enterprises w i t h sole 
responsibility for their o w n profits or losses, a n d the f i x i n g of 
output quotas on a household basis. 
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H s i e n - c h e n a n d h i s s o r t as p e d d l e r s o f t h e r e a c t i o n a r y 
" t h e o r y o f p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s . " 

T h e f i v e k i n d s of p r o d u c t i o n r e l a t i o n s i n q u e s t i o n 
c o v e r e d s o c i a l i s t e c o n o m y a n d c a p i t a l i s t e c o n o m y , a n d 
a l s o i n d i v i d u a l e c o n o m y . W a s i t p o s s i b l e t h a t a l l t h e s e 
" f i t t h e c h a r a c t e r o f C h i n a ' s p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s " ? A s 
e a r l y a s 1 9 4 0 C h a i r m a n M a o p o i n t e d o u t t h a t t h e G r e a t 
O c t o b e r S o c i a l i s t R e v o l u t i o n c h a n g e d t h e w h o l e c o u r s e 
o f w o r l d h i s t o r y , a n d u s h e r e d i n a n e w e r a . T h e i d e o l o g 
i c a l a n d s o c i a l s y s t e m o f c a p i t a l i s m t h r o u g h o u t t h e 
w o r l d r e s e m b l e d " 'a dying person who is sinking fast, like 
the sun setting beyond the western hills,' and will soon 
be relegated to the museum" {On New Democracy). 
I n t h e 1 9 5 0 s , e s p e c i a l l y w h e n C h i n a h a d e s t a b l i s h e d t h e 
p r o l e t a r i a n d i c t a t o r s h i p a n d e n t e r e d t h e s t a g e o f s o c i a l i s t 
r e v o l u t i o n , h o w c o u l d i t s t i l l b e s a i d t h a t c a p i t a l i s t r e l a 
t i o n s o f p r o d u c t i o n " f i t t h e c h a r a c t e r o f C h i n a ' s p r o d u c 
t i v e f o r c e s " ? A f t e r s e i z i n g s t a t e p o w e r , w e p r o c e e d e d 
a t o n c e t o c o n f i s c a t e b u r e a u c r a t - c a p i t a l — t h e p r i n c i p a l 
p a r t o f C h i n a ' s c a p i t a l i s m — a n d c h a n g e i t i n t o s t a t e 
o w n e d . T o w a r d s t h e i n d u s t r y a n d c o m m e r c e o f t h e 
n a t i o n a l b o u r g e o i s i e , w e a d o p t e d t h e p o l i c y of u s i n g , 
r e s t r i c t i n g a n d t r a n s f o r m i n g t h e m , b u t t h i s n e v e r i m 
p l i e d t h a t c a p i t a l i s m " f i t t h e c h a r a c t e r o f C h i n a ' s p r o 
d u c t i v e f o r c e s . " O n t h e c o n t r a r y , i t s h o w e d t h a t c a p i t a l 
i s m d i d n o t s u i t t h e c h a r a c t e r o f t h e p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s 
a n d t h a t i t w a s n e c e s s a r y t o t r a n s f o r m i t s t e p b y s t e p 
i n t o s o c i a l i s t o w n e r s h i p b y t h e s t a t e . I n f a c t , i t w a s 
i n e v i t a b l e t h a t t h e b o u r g e o i s i e ' s r e a c t i o n a r y p r o f i t -
s e e k i n g n a t u r e a n d t h e g r o w i n g c o n t r a d i c t i o n s b e t w e e n 
c a p i t a l i s m a n d s o c i a l i s m s e r i o u s l y h a m s t r u n g t h e e x p a n 
s i o n o f s o c i a l p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s . P e o p l e s t i l l r e m e m b e r 
t h e f r a n t i c a t t a c k t h e b o u r g e o i s i e , a i d e d a n d a b e t t e d b y 
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L i u S h a o - c h i & C o . , m a d e s h o r t l y a f t e r t h e f o u n d i n g o f 
t h e P e o p l e ' s R e p u b l i c a g a i n s t t h e p r o l e t a r i a t b y s p r e a d 
i n g t h e f i v e e v i l s o f b r i b e r y o f g o v e r n m e n t w o r k e r s , t a x 
e v a s i o n , t h e f t o f s t a t e p r o p e r t y , c h e a t i n g o n g o v e r n m e n t 
c o n t r a c t s a n d s t e a l i n g e c o n o m i c i n f o r m a t i o n f r o m 
g o v e r n m e n t s o u r c e s - f o r p r i v a t e s p e c u l a t i o n , s e r i o u s l y 
u n d e r m i n i n g C h i n a ' s i n d u s t r i a l a n d a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c 
t i o n . W i t h a l l t h i s , h o w c o u l d o n e s a y t h a t c a p i t a l i s t 
r e l a t i o n s o f p r o d u c t i o n " f i t t h e c h a r a c t e r o f C h i n a ' s p r o 
d u c t i v e f o r c e s " ? 

A s t o t h e i n d i v i d u a l e c o n o m y , i t w a s , a s C h a i r m a n 
M a o d e s c r i b e d , s c a t t e r e d a n d b a c k w a r d , n o t m u c h d i f 
f e r e n t f r o m t h a t o f a n c i e n t t i m e s . I t i s t r u e t h a t o u r 
l a n d r e f o r m h a d b r o k e n t h e b o n d s o f t h e f e u d a l s y s t e m 
o f e x p l o i t a t i o n a n d l i b e r a t e d t h e p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s i n 
C h i n e s e a g r i c u l t u r e , b u t i n d i v i d u a l e c o n o m y a f f o r d e d 
v e r y l i t t l e r o o m f o r t h e i r e x p a n s i o n . I n f a c t , t h e m a r 
k e t a b l e g r a i n a n d r a w m a t e r i a l s s u p p l i e d b y p e a s a n t s 
f a r m i n g i n d i v i d u a l l y h a d , t o a n e v e r i n c r e a s i n g d e g r e e , 
f a l l e n s h o r t o f t h e g r o w i n g n e e d s o f t h e p e o p l e a n d o f 
s o c i a l i s t i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n . M o r e o v e r , i n d i v i d u a l e c o n o m y 
i s u n s t a b l e b u t e n g e n d e r s c a p i t a l i s m d a i l y a n d h o u r l y . 
S u c h b e i n g t h e c a s e , c o u l d i n d i v i d u a l e c o n o m y " f i t t h e 
c h a r a c t e r o f C h i n a ' s p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s " ? 

Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n ' s a r g u m e n t , " f i t t i n g t h e c h a r a c t e r 
o f C h i n a ' s p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s , " b o i l e d d o w n t o t h i s : B e 
c a u s e o f i t s b a c k w a r d p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s , C h i n a w a s d e s 
t i n e d t o d e v e l o p o n l y c a p i t a l i s m a n d b u i l d a c a p i t a l i s t 
e c o n o m i c b a s e ; i t s h o u l d n o t , n o r c o u l d i t , c a r r y o u t 
s o c i a l i s t r e v o l u t i o n a n d b u i l d a s o c i a l i s t e c o n o m i c b a s e . 
I t m u s t t h e n s e t u p a b o u r g e o i s d i c t a t o r s h i p t o s e r v e a 
c a p i t a l i s t e c o n o m i c b a s e ; i t s h o u l d n o t , a n d c o u l d n o t . 
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institute proletarian dictatorship. This is the thoroughly 
revisionist "theory of productive forces." 

The "theory of productive forces" is an international 
revisionist trend that makes a fetish of spontaneity. It 
absurdly exaggerates the decisive role of productive 
forces, vî hich it reduces to means of production plus tech
niques. It completely negates the factor of man and denies 
the effect of revolution on the development of produc
tion, of production relations on productive forces and of 
the superstructure on the economic base. Such a fallacy 
would make it appear as if social development were 
merely the natural outcome of the development of pro
ductive forces, that when the productive forces are 
highly developed a new society would naturally appear, 
that if the productive forces are not yet highly developed 
it would be futile for the proletariat consciously to carry 
out socialist revolution. This fallacy, substituting vulgar 
evolutionism for revolutionary dialectics, and class con
ciliation for class struggle, opposes the proletarian 
revolution and proletarian dictatorship. It is historical 
idealism unalloyed. 

Chairman Mao says: "True, the productive forces, 
practice and the economic base generally play the prin
cipal and decisive role; whoever denies this is not a 
materialist. But it must also be admitted that in certain 
conditions, such aspects as the relations of production, 
theory and the superstructure in turn manifest them
selves in the principal and decisive role" (On Contradic
tion). This highly important scientific thesis, enriching 
and developing the basic principles of dialectical material
ism and historical materialism, clearly points out that in 
a period of change in the revolution the relations of pro
duction and the superstructure can play the principal and 
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d e c i s i v e r o l e w i t h r e g a r d t o t h e p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s a n d t h e 
e c o n o m i c b a s e . R e v o l u t i o n m e a n s l i b e r a t i n g t h e p r o d u c 
t i v e f o r c e s a n d p r o m o t i n g t h e i r g r o w t h . H i s t o r y s h o w s 
t h a t e v e r y r e v o l u t i o n i s b r o u g h t a b o u t b y t h e d e v e l o p m e n t 
o f t h e p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s t o a c e r t a i n e x t e n t , b u t t h i s d o e s 
n o t n e c e s s a r i l y i m p l y t h a t t h e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f t h e 
b a c k w a r d r e l a t i o n s o f p r o d u c t i o n m u s t b e p r e c e d e d b y 
t h e f u l l d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s . R a t h e r , 
t h e f i r s t t h i n g i s t o p r e p a r e p u b l i c o p i n i o n , s e i z e s t a t e 
p o w e r , a n d t h e n s o l v e t h e q u e s t i o n o f o w n e r s h i p , a f t e r 
w h i c h c o m e s t h e q u e s t i o n o f g r e a t l y d e v e l o p i n g t h e p r o 
d u c t i v e f o r c e s . S u c h i s t h e g e n e r a l l a w o f r e v o l u t i o n . 
I f , a c c o r d i n g t o t h e f a l l a c i e s o f L i u S h a o - c h i , Y a n g H s i e n -
c h e n & C o . , i n s t e a d o f t h e b a c k w a r d r e l a t i o n s o f p r o d u c 
t i o n b e i n g t r a n s f o r m e d a f t e r t h e s e i z u r e o f s t a t e p o w e r , 
c a p i t a l i s m h a d b e e n a l l o w e d t o s p r e a d u n c h e c k e d i n t h e 
h o p e o f d e v e l o p i n g t h e p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s , C h i n a w o u l d 
h a v e b e c o m e a c o l o n y o f i m p e r i a l i s m a n d s o c i a l - i m 
p e r i a l i s m , a n d t h e r e w o u l d b e n o s o c i a l i s m a t a l l . 

T h e " t h e o r y o f p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s " t r u m p e t e d b y L i u 
S h a o - c h i , Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n et al. i s n o t h i n g n e w , b u t t h e 
s a m e r e v i s i o n i s t t r a s h o f t h e S e c o n d I n t e r n a t i o n a l w h i c h 
L e n i n t h o r o u g h l y d i s c r e d i t e d l o n g a g o . 

L e n i n r e f u t e d t h e r e v i s i o n i s t " t h e o r y o f p r o d u c t i v e 
f o r c e s , " e x p o s i n g t h e r e n e g a d e f e a t u r e s o f B e r n s t e i n , 
K a u t s k y e t al. I n h i s a r t i c l e " O u r R e v o l u t i o n , " h e p o i n t e d 
o u t t h a t a l l t h e " h e r o e s " o f t h e S e c o n d I n t e r n a t i o n a l k e p t 
h a r p i n g i n a t h o u s a n d d i f f e r e n t k e y s t h a t " t h e d e v e l o p 
m e n t o f t h e p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s o f R u s s i a h a s n o t a t t a i n e d 
t h e l e v e l t h a t m a k e s s o c i a l i s m p o s s i b l e . " T h i s n o n s e n s e 
h e r e p u d i a t e d b y d e c l a r i n g : " Y o u s a y t h a t c i v i l i z a t i o n i s 
necessary for the b u i l d i n g of s o c i a l i s m . V e r y good. B u t 
why could w e not first create s u c h p r e r e q u i s i t e s of c i v i -
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lization in our country as the expulsion of the landown
ers and the Russian capitalists, and then start moving 
towards socialism? Where, in what books, have you read 
that such variations of the customary historical sequence 
of events are impermissible or impossible?" {Collected 
Works, Vol. 33). Lenin mercilessly tore off the pseudo-
Marxist mask of these "heroes" wi th these words: "They 
all call themselves Marxists, but their conception of 
Marxism is impossibly pedantic"; they "are afraid to de
viate from the bourgeoisie, let alone break with it, and at 
the same time they disguise their cowardice with the 
wildest rhetoric and braggartry" (ibid.). 

Doesn't every word, every sentence of Lenin's hit such 
pseudo-Marxist swindlers as Liu Shao-chi and Yang 
Hsien-chen where it hurts most? To oppose the socialist 
revolution in the ownership of the means of production, 
these swindlers had likewise been harping in a thousand 
different keys on their fallacy, that "due to backward 
productive forces, China can not go in for socialism." 

REFUTING THE FALLACY, "CONTRADICTION 
BETWEEN THE ADVANCED SOCIALIST 

SYSTEM AND THE BACKWARD 
SOCIAL PRODUCTIVE FORCES" 

In May 1956, when China had in the main completed 
the socialist transformation of the ownership of the means 
of production, and the theory of "synthesized economic 
base" had been exploded, Liu Shao-chi personally con
soled and encouraged Yang Hsien-chen, saying, "You're 
right," private capitalism "is part of the base," "but you 
needn't talk about this question any more now." Strange! 
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If Yang was right why shouldn't he talk about it any 
more? 

Before long the cat was let out of the bag: "needn't 
talk about this question any more" was a dodge; the real 
thing was to mount a feverish counter-attack. Their 
theory of "synthesized economic base" having gone up 
in smoke, Liu Shao-chi and other swindlers changed their 
tactics, now claiming that China's principal internal con
tradiction was "the contradiction between the advanced 
socialist system and the backward social productive 
forces." This so-called "contradiction" was only another 
expression of the reactionary "theory of productive 
forces" in the new circumstances. The fallacy of "synthe
sized economic base" and the invention of this "contra
diction" were like two poison gourds on the same vine. 
Before socialist transformation, these swindlers tried by 
every means to protect the capitalist relations of produc
tion under the pretext that China's production level was 
low. After socialist transformation, using the same pre
text, they insidiously plotted against the socialist system 
and against continuing the revolution under the dictator
ship of the proletariat. 

How can there be such a thing as contradiction between 
an advanced social system and backward productive 
forces? Marxism tells us that the productive forces, first 
and foremost the labourers, are the most active and rev
olutionary factor in any mode of production, that social 
development invariably begins with the growth of pro
ductive forces. When the productive forces have advanced 
beyond the production relations, a situation will emerge 
where the production relations no longer correspond with 
the productive forces, the superstructure no longer cor
responds with the production relations, and it becomes 
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n e c e s s a r y t o c h a n g e t h e p r o d u c t i o n r e l a t i o n s a n d t h e 
s u p e r s t r u c t u r e s o a s t o m a k e t h e m c o r r e s p o n d . I t i s o n l y 
i n a r e l a t i v e s e n s e w h e n w e s a y t h a t t h e s u p e r s t r u c t u r e 
c o r r e s p o n d s w i t h t h e p r o d u c t i o n r e l a t i o n s a n d t h e p r o 
d u c t i o n r e l a t i o n s c o r r e s p o n d w i t h t h e p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s , 
o r w h e n w e s a y t h a t t h e r e i s b a l a n c e b e t w e e n t h e t w o 
a s p e c t s r e s p e c t i v e l y . W h a t i s a b s o l u t e i s t h a t t h e p r o d u c 
t i v e f o r c e s k e e p a d v a n c i n g a n d c o n s e q u e n t l y t h e r e i s 
a l w a y s i m b a l a n c e , a n d c o n t r a d i c t i o n w i l l a l w a y s a r i s e . 

A n a l y z i n g t h e b a s i c c o n t r a d i c t i o n s i n C h i n e s e s o c i e t y , 
C h a i r m a n M a o p o i n t e d o u t : " S o c i a l i s t r e l a t i o n s of p r o 
duction h a v e b e e n establ ished a n d a r e i n h a r m o n y w i t h 
the g r o w t h of t h e p r o d u c t i v e forces, but t h e y a r e s t i l l 
far f r o m perfect, a n d t h i s i m p e r f e c t i o n s t a n d s i n c o n t r a 
diction to the g r o w t h of t h e p r o d u c t i v e forces. A p a r t 
from h a r m o n y as w e l l as c o n t r a d i c t i o n b e t w e e n t h e r e 
lations of production a n d t h e d e v e l o p i n g p r o d u c t i v e 
forces, there is h a r m o n y as w e l l as c o n t r a d i c t i o n b e t w e e n 
the s u p e r s t r u c t u r e a n d t h e e c o n o m i c b a s e " {On the Cor
rect Handling of Contradictions Among the People). 
C h i n a ' s s o c i a l i s t r e l a t i o n s o f p r o d u c t i o n a r e u n q u e s t i o n 
a b l y a d v a n c e d ; t h e y a r e b e t t e r s u i t e d t o t h e d e v e l o p m e n t 
o f t h e p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s t h a n w e r e t h e o l d r e l a t i o n s o f 
p r o d u c t i o n a n d p e r m i t t h e p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s t o d e v e l o p 
a t a r a t e i m p o s s i b l e i n t h e o l d s o c i e t y , s o t h a t p r o d u c t i o n 
c a n e x p a n d s t e a d i l y t o m e e t g r a d u a l l y t h e e v e r g r o w i n g 
n e e d s o f t h e p e o p l e . 

O f c o u r s e , c o n t r a d i c t i o n s s t i l l e x i s t b e t w e e n o u r s o c i a l 
i s t r e l a t i o n s o f p r o d u c t i o n a n d t h e p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s , a n d 
b e t w e e n t h e s u p e r s t r u c t u r e a n d t h e e c o n o m i c b a s e . T h e s e 
c o n t r a d i c t i o n s i n e v i t a b l y f i n d e x p r e s s i o n i n t h e s t r u g g l e 
b e t w e e n t h e t w o c l a s s e s , t h e t w o r o a d s a n d t h e t w o l i n e s . 
T h e y a r i s e b e c a u s e , o n t h e o n e h a n d , t h e b o u r g e o i s i e s t i l l 
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exists and, on the other, the sociahst system has to under
go a continuous process of building up and consolidating. 
This shows precisely that in socialist society, too, the 
development of the productive forces runs ahead of the 
relations of production. Therefore, "contradiction be
tween the advanced socialist system and the backward 
social productive forces" does not exist. 

One cannot help asking: Why, then, should Liu Shao-
chi and other swindlers make up this so-called "contra
diction" which is theoretically groundless and actually 
non-existent, and declare it as China's principal internal 
contradiction? 

Their fabrication of this "principal contradiction" was 
to create a "basis" for their fallacy of "the dying out of 
class struggle" in order to negate Chairman Mao's 
Marxist-Leninist scientific thesis that the principal in
ternal contradiction in China is "the contradiction be
tween the working class and the bourgeoisie," deny the 
existence of contradictions, classes and class struggle in 
socialist society, oppose continuing the revolution under 
the dictatorship of the proletariat, overthrow the prole
tarian dictatorship, and restore capitalism. 

Chairman Mao exposed in good time and exploded 
thoroughly the reactionary fallacies of these swindlers. 
In 1957, in his brilliant essay On the Correct Handling 
of the Contradictions Among the People, he scientifically 
analyzed the class contradictions and class struggle in 
socialist society, laying a theoretical foundation for con
tinuing the revolution under the dictatorship of the pro
letariat. Again, at the Tenth Plenary Session of the 
Party's Eighth Central Committee held in September 1962, 
Chairman Mao further exposed Liu Shao-chi & Co.'s plot 
for restoring capitalism. 
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still, t h e s e r e n e g a d e s d i d n o t a n d w o u l d n o t " l a y d o w n 
t h e i r b u t c h e r ' s k n i v e s a n d b e c o m e B u d d h a s . " D u r i n g 
t h e G r e a t P r o l e t a r i a n C u l t u r a l R e v o l u t i o n , w h e n t h e y 
r e a c h e d a d e a d e n d a n d f a c e d t h e i r d o o m , t h e y a g a i n 
w a v e d t h e i r r a g g e d b a n n e r o f t h e " t h e o r y o f p r o d u c t i v e 
f o r c e s " a n d m o u t h e d s u c h n o n s e n s e a s " p r o d u c t i o n c a n 
p r o m o t e r e v o l u t i o n , " e t c . , t r y i n g t o m a k e a l a s t - d i t c h 
s t r u g g l e . T h e y d e s p e r a t e l y o p p o s e d C h a i r m a n M a o ' s 
p o l i c y o f "grasping revolution and promoting production," 
i n a n a t t e m p t t o s u p p r e s s r e v o l u t i o n i n t h e n a m e o f 
p r o d u c t i o n a n d t h u s u n d e r m i n e t h e G r e a t P r o l e t a r i a n 
C u l t u r a l R e v o l u t i o n . 

B u t , t h e d i a l e c t i c s o f h i s t o r y i s i n e x o r a b l e . N o m a t t e r 
h o w h a r d L i u S h a o - c h i a n d o t h e r s w i n d l e r s s t r u g g l e d a n d 
r e s o r t e d t o s o p h i s m , t h e s t o r m o f t h i s g r e a t C u l t u r a l 
R e v o l u t i o n f i n a l l y s w e p t t h e m , o n e a f t e r a n o t h e r , o n t o 
t h e g a r b a g e h e a p o f h i s t o r y . 
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MOMENTOUS STRUGGLE 
ON THE QUESTION OF THE IDENTITY 

BETWEEN THINKING AND BEING 

The question of the identity between thinking and 
being was at one time turned into a serious struggle on 
China's philosophical front by Yang Hsien-chen, Liu 
Shao-chi's agent in this field. Influenced by changes in 
international and domestic class struggle, it had its ups 
and downs three times and lasted eight or nine years, 
from the end of 1955 to 1964. Endeavouring to cover up 
the essence of this struggle, Yang Hsien-chen and his 
kind spread lies, such as that the question was an 
"academic contention which has nothing to do with 
politics," and that they belonged to a "school of thought" 
engaging in "academic explorations," etc. 

Was this true? Not at all. 
Yang Hsien-chen's shabby merchandise — "there is no 

identity between thinking and being" — was designed to 
oppose putting Mao Tsetung Thought in command and 
launching revolutionary mass movements. It sought to 
provide the "theoretical basis" for Liu Shao-chi's counter
revolutionary revisionist line aimed at overthrowing the 
dictatorship of the proletariat and restoring capitalism. 

The so-called "academic contention which has nothing 
to do with politics" was actually an expression of the 
sharp struggle between the two classes, the two roads 
and the two lines. 
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As for the so-called "school of thought" for "academic 
explorations" it in fact consisted of a handful of counter
revolutionaries who committed numerous crimes under 
the wing of Liu Shao-chi's bourgeois headquarters . 

I 
The Marxist theory of knowledge has consistently 

affirmed the identity between thinking and being and 
that, though thinking and being are opposites, they are 
interconnected and can transform themselves into each 
other under certain conditions. Marx clearly pointed out: 
"Thinking and being are thus no doubt distinct, but at 
the same time they are in unity with each other" 
(Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844). Lenin 
also said: "Not only is the transition from matter to 
consciousness dialectical, but also that from sensation to 
thought, etc." {Conspectus of Hegel's Book Lectures on 
the History of Philosophy). "The thought of the ideal 
passing into the real is profound: very important for 
history" (Conspectus of Hegel's Book The Science of 
Logic). 

Chairman Mao has inherited, defended and developed 
the dialectical-materialist theory of reflection and raised 
the Marxist theory of knowledge to a higher, completely 
new stage. He penetratingly revealed the law of develop
ment of human knowledge, pointing out : "Practice, 
knowledge, again practice, and again knowledge. This 
form repeats itself in endless cycles, and with each cycle 
the content of practice and knowledge rises to a higher 
level. Such is the whole of the dialectical-materialist 
theory of knowledge, and such is the dialectical-material-
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ist theory of the unity of knowing and doing" (On 
Practice). The dialectical-materialist theory of knowledge 
is an active and revolutionary theory of reflection. It 
not only recognizes that being is pr imary and thinking 
secondary and thinking is a reflection of being, but 
scientifically explains the pr imary importance of social 
practice to knowledge and stresses the great role of rev
olutionary theory in actively changing the world. It is 
a sharp weapon for the proletariat to know and change 
the world, and is the theoretical basis for putt ing Mao 
Tsetung Thought in command and giving full play to the 
revolutionary mass movement in all our work. 

At crucial junctures in China's socialist revolution and 
construction, Yang Hsien-chen would come out with the 
reactionary statement that " there is no identity between 
thinking and being" to resist the active and revolutionary 
theory of reflection, and oppose putt ing Mao Tsetung 
Thought in command and launching revolutionary mass 
movements. 

Chairman Mao made public in 1955 his On the Question 
of Agricultural Co-operation, thoroughly criticizing the 
Right opportunist line of Liu Shao-chi and his gang, which 
had slashed the co-operatives. This immediately gave 
rise to a high tide of socialist revolution in China. It was 
at that t ime that Yang Hsien-chen, in a futile effort to 
resist the mighty current of socialist revolution, put for
ward his fallacious idea that "there is no identity between 
thinking and being" and attacked as "idealist" the thesis 
that there is identity between thinking and being. 

In 1958, Chairman Mao formulated the general line of 
going all out, aiming high and achieving greater, faster, 
better and more economical results in building socialism. 
He issued the call to do away with all fetishes and 
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superstitions, emancipate the mind and carry forward the 
communist style of daring to think, speak and act. Again 
and again he stressed that we must persevere in putting 
politics in command and give full play to the mass move
ment in all our work. The people's revolutionary 
enthusiasm and creativeness were enormously mobilized 
by Chairman Mao's revolutionary theory and revolution
ary line. And the great leap forward emerged all over 
the nation and people's communes were set up throughout 
the rural areas. The great victory of Mao Tsetung 
Thought aroused mad opposition by the class enemies 
at home and abroad. Answering their needs, Yang 
Hsien-chen racked his brains to systematize his "there 
is no identity between thinking and being" rubbish and 
came up with his reactionary article "A Brief Discussion 
of Two Categories of 'Identity.' " In it he opposed the 
Marxist theory of knowledge and attempted to deny 
fundamentally the general line, the great leap forward 
and the people's commune. 

The law of the unity of opposites is the fundamental 
law of the universe, a law applicable to everything in
cluding, of course, the relationship between thinking and 
being. But Yang Hsien-chen fabricated the fallacy that 
"identity between thinking and being" and "dialectical 
identity" belonged to "two different categories," that 
"although the same in wording, they are different in 
meaning." He openly opposed applying revolutionary 
dialectics to the theory of knowledge. 

The active and revolutionary theory of reflection net 
only recognizes thinking as the reflection of being but 
also the reaction of thinking on being. Hence it firmly 
holds that there is identity between thinking and being. 
Yang Hsien-chen, however, tried to set the identity be-
34 



tween thinking and being against the theory of reflection, 
alleging that, with regard to the question of the relation
ship between thinking and being, "materialism uses the 
theory of reflection to solve it, while idealism solves it 
by means of identity." In denying the identity between 
thinking and being he totally denied the great role of 
revolutionary theory, negated the conscious dynamic role 
of the masses, and twisted the active and revolutionary 
theory of reflection into the mechanical theory of 
reflection. 

The dialectical-materialist conception of the identity 
between thinking and being holds that thinking and being 
are interconnected and can transform themselves into 
each other on the basis of practice. But Yang Hsien-chen 
deliberately distorted the theory of the identity between 
thinking and being into the idealist nonsense of the same
ness of thinking and being, raving that recognition of the 
identity between thinking and being meant upholding 
that "being is thinking, and thinking is being." He wan
tonly attacked the idea that there is identity between 
thinking and being as an "idealist proposition." 

To defend his reactionary trash, Yang Hsien-chen 
distorted Engels' meaning by vilely making use of an error 
in punctuation in the 1957 Chinese edition of Ludwig 
Feuerbach and the End of Classical Gertnan Philosophy. 
Engels said: "The question of the relation of thinking 
and being has yet another side: in what relation do our 
thoughts about the world surrounding us stand to this 
world itself? Is our thinking capable of the cognition of 
the real world? Are we able in our ideas and notions 
of the real world to produce a correct reflection of reality? 
In philosophical language this question is called the ques
tion of the identity of thinking and being, and the over-
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whelming majority of philosophers give an affirmative 
answer to this question." The 1957 Chinese edition broke 
up the last sentence of this passage into two sentences 
by erroneously putting a period after "this question is 
called the question of the identity of thinking and being." 
Yang Hsien-chen and his bunch quibbled and argued 
obstinately, alleging that what had been solved by " the 
overwhelming majority of philosophers," according to 
Engels, was not "the question of the identity of thinking 
and being." In fact, even with that inadvertent period 
in the Chinese edition, what Engels wanted to say is clear 
enough in the context. He definitely pointed out that 
the overwhelming majority of philosophers have affirmed 
the identity of thinking and being. 

In his Materialism and Empirio-Criticism, Lenin 
thoroughly criticized the Machist theory of the sameness 
of thinking and being, that is, the reactionary subjective 
idealist fallacies Ernst Mach & Co. advocated, such as 
"things are complexes of sensations," and the sameness 
of social being and social consciousness. Deliberately 
confusing the theory of the identity between thinking and 
being with the Machist fallacy that thinking and being 
are the same, Yang Hsien-chen alleged that Lenin's 
Materialism and Empirio-Criticism "criticized the identity 
between thinking and being from beginning to end." 
Moreover, in order to attack the active and revolutionary 
theory of reflection, he was so mad as to fly in the face 
of logic to distort facts and change the relevant translation 
by whatever means he could. 

Yang Hsien-chen tried to publish his reactionary article 
"A Brief Discussion of Two Categories of 'Identity' " in 
October 1958 in order to openly oppose Mao Tsetung 
Thought. The proletarian headquarters headed by Chair-
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man Mao discovered this and immediately exposed that 
the reactionary essence of "there is no identity between 
thinking and being" lay in the denial of the universality 
of the law of the unity of opposites, was dualism charac
terized by the separation of thinking and being. The 
proletarian headquarters solemnly pointed out that all 
such reactionary absurdities were opposed to Marxism-
Leninism and Mao Tsetung Thought. Thus Yang Hsien-
chen's scheme was crushed. 

Unwilling to give up, however, Yang Hsien-chen made 
a frantic counter-attack. Supported by modern revision
ism, a group of anti-Party elements in Liu Shao-chi's 
bourgeois headquarters came up in 1959 with a thoroughly 
sinister counter-revolutionary programme the purpose of 
which was to overthrow the correct leadership of the 
Party Central Committee headed by Chairman Mao. In 
the first half of that year, Yang Hsien-chen busied him
self with shady activities in all places, hawking his 
poisonous ideas to pave the way for their plot to usurp 
Party leadership. Aping Khrushchov, he attacked our 
Party and our socialist system and opposed Mao Tsetung 
Thought. 

The Eighth Plenary Session of the Party's Eighth 
Central Committee held in August 1959 smashed the plot 
of these anti-Party elements and also dealt Yang Hsien-
chen a heavy blow. Unreconciled, he went further afield 
in opposing the theory of the identity between thinking 
and being. He collected a gang and did many things 
with ulterior motives under the cloak of "academic 
explorations." In October of the same year, his hench
men finally came out with the rehashed version of his 
reactionary article "A Brief Discussion of Two Categories 
of 'Identity.' " This stirred up an open struggle on the 
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question of the identity between thinking and being in 
order to oppose the Party Central Committee's Eighth 
Plenary Session mentioned above and reverse the correct 
verdict on that bunch of anti-Party elements. 

The proletarian headquarters headed by Chairman Mao 
exposed Yang Hsien-chen's counter-revolutionary crimes 
and guided the criticism of him. The press responded 
with cgunter-attacks against Yang Hsien-chen and his ilk, 
publishing articles criticizing their fallacy that "there is 
no identity between thinking and being." 

II 
In 1961-62, taking advantage of the temporary economic 

difficulties from which China suffered, Liu Shao-chi's 
bourgeois headquarters, in co-ordination with the anti-
China chorus abroad, did its utmost to restore capitalism 
at home. Under these circumstances, Yang Hsien-chen 
once again provoked an open struggle centred around the 
question of the identity between thinking and being. 

As a matter of fact, Yang Hsien-chen had long prepared 
the ground and his scheme for this open battle. In the 
first half of 1961, he turned up here, there and every
where to collect material with which to flagrantly attack 
the general line, the great leap forward and the people's 
commune; he advocated individual farming for all he was 
worth and abetted the Right opportunists to demand 
reversal of the decisions justly passed on them. Using 
the pretext of "summing up historical experience and 
educating cadres," he gave a string of reports in a feverish 
attempt to prepare public opinion for counter-revolution
ary purposes. 
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N o w l e t u s s e e h o w h e w e n t a b o u t h i s " s u m m i n g u p 
h i s t o r i c a l e x p e r i e n c e a n d e d u c a t i n g c a d r e s . " 

Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n t o t a l l y d e n i e d t h e n e c e s s i t y o f a 
p r o c e s s f o r m a n ' s c o g n i t i o n o f o b j e c t i v e p h e n o m e n a . I n 
h i s e y e s , i t w a s " i d e a l i s m " w h e n t h e s u b j e c t i v e c o u l d n o t 
r e a d i l y c o n f o r m w i t h t h e o b j e c t i v e . P r o c e e d i n g f r o m t h i s 
f a l l a c y , h e u s e d t h e t a c t i c s o f a t t a c k i n g o n e p o i n t t o t h e 
t o t a l d i s r e g a r d o f t h e r e s t a n d g r o s s l y e x a g g e r a t e d t h e 
t e m p o r a r y , i s o l a t e d s h o r t c o m i n g s w h i c h w e r e d i f f i c u l t t o 
a v o i d i n o u r a c t u a l w o r k , l a b e l l i n g t h e m a l l " i d e a l i s m . " H e 
w i l d l y w e n t f o r s o - c a l l e d " m i s t a k e s " i n t h e g r e a t l e a p 
f o r w a r d a n d a s c r i b e d t h e c a u s e t o " t h e i d e n t i t y b e t w e e n 
t h i n k i n g a n d b e i n g , " t o " m a n ' s c o n s c i o u s d y n a m i c r o l e 
w h i c h m a k e s a m e s s o f t h i n g s , " e t c . H e m a d e a b i g s h o w 
o f u p h o l d i n g m a t e r i a l i s m w h i l e a c t u a l l y u s i n g m e t a 
p h y s i c s a n d i d e a l i s m t o o p p o s e t h e a c t i v e a n d r e v o l u t i o n 
a r y t h e o r y o f r e f l e c t i o n . 

C h a i r m a n M a o h a s t a u g h t u s : " O f t e n , correct k n o w l 
edge c a n be a r r i v e d at o n l y after m a n y repeti t ions of t h e 
process l e a d i n g f r o m m a t t e r to consciousness a n d t h e n 
back to matter, that i s , l e a d i n g f r o m p r a c t i c e to k n o w l 
edge a n d t h e n b a c k to p r a c t i c e " ( W h e r e Do Correct Ideas 
Come From?). A p r o c e s s i s n e c e s s a r y f o r t h e l e a p f r o m 
t h e r e a l m o f n e c e s s i t y t o t h e r e a l m o f f r e e d o m i n m a n ' s 
c o g n i t i o n o f t h e o b j e c t i v e w o r l d . O n l y a f t e r r e p e a t e d 
p r a c t i c e c a n p e o p l e a d v a n c e f r o m i n e x p e r i e n c e t o e x 
p e r i e n c e , f r o m i g n o r a n c e t o k n o w l e d g e a n d f r o m i n 
c o m p l e t e k n o w l e d g e t o r e l a t i v e l y c o m p l e t e k n o w l e d g e . 
O w i n g t o v a r i o u s l i m i t a t i o n s , c e r t a i n s h o r t c o m i n g s a n d 
m i s t a k e s a r e h a r d l y a v o i d a b l e i n t h e p r o c e s s o f c o g n i t i o n 
a n d p r a c t i c e , a n d s o i s t h e f a i l u r e f o r t h e s u b j e c t i v e t o 
f u l l y a c c o r d w i t h t h e o b j e c t i v e . H o w c a n t h e s e b e c a l l e d 
" i d e a l i s t " ? E s p e c i a l l y i n s u c h g r e a t r e v o l u t i o n a r y m a s s 
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movements involving hundreds of millions of people as 
the great leap forward and the people's commune, we 
can only acquire experience step by step in the course of 
practice, gradually deepen our knowledge of the essence 
of things and expose and resolve the contradictions that 
arise as we go forward. In summing up our experience, 
we must use the Marxist theory of knowledge as our 
guide to affirm our achievements and overcome our short
comings so that we can all the better advance along 
Chairman Mao's proletarian revolutionary line unswerv
ingly and bravely. It is crystal clear that Yang Hsien-
chen's so-called "summing up historical experience and 
educating cadres" was nothing but an attempt to totally 
negate the general line, the great leap forward and the 
people's commune and create confusion among the people 
so as to help Liu Shao-chi and his gang, representatives 
of the bourgeoisie, to usurp Party and state leadership. 

The open struggle incited by Yang Hsien-chen was a 
completely premeditated scheme to reverse correct deci
sions and restore capitalism. At a sinister meeting in 
November 1961, he complained bitterly on behalf of a 
gang of anti-Party elements and shouted that the cri
ticism of him was "unjust." When he instructed his 
henchmen to "speak up with articles," they responded 
with the cry that Yang Hsien-chen "should be rehabili
tated and we should co-ordinate in this connection by 
writing articles in his favour." This handful also worked 
out an "operational plan": some would "write long 
articles to fight a major battle"; others would "write 
relatively short but timely articles to fight skirmishes"; 
still others would "write with regard to actual problems 
so as to fight a co-ordinated battle," etc. 
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Yang Hsien-chen and company watched for the oppor
tunity they deemed most favourable to provoke the open 
struggle. Making use of the temporary difficulties facing 
China's national economy, Liu Shao-chi insidiously plot
ted, in 1961-62, to overthrow the dictatorship of the pro
letariat and restore capitalism. Working madly to spread 
counter-revolutionary ideas, he again brought out his 
sinister book Self-Cultivation advertising idealism, stuff 
which opposed proletarian revolutionary practice and 
betrayed the dictatorship of the proletariat. Yang Hsien-
chen and company pitched in at once, raising an uproar 
and launching one vicious attack after another as though 
they really had a leg to stand on. They thus stirred up 
another open struggle concerning the question of the 
identity between thinking and being. Now Yang Hsien-
chen cast aside aU disguises and came out into the open 
to vent his bitter hatred for the Party and the people, 
thus further exposing his savage renegade features. 

Because they are decadent and moribund reactionaries 
and a handful of fools blinded by inordinate ambition, 
the enemies invariably miscalculate the situation. While 
they were in the midst of their wild counter-attacks, the 
proletarian headquarters headed by Chairman Mao 
sharply pointed out: Yang Hsien-chen and company had 
for a long time deliberately distorted Engels' words to 
buttress up their reactionary fallacy and they had to be 
criticized. With the proletarian headquarters' guidance, 
Ai Szu-chi* and other comrades published articles ex
posing and criticizing theoretically and politically the 

* Comrade Ai Szu-chi was a vice-president of the former Higher Party School under the C.P.C. Central Committee. He died of illness in March 1966. 
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f a l l a c y t h a t " t h e r e i s n o i d e n t i t y b e t w e e n t h i n k i n g a n d 
b e i n g . " 

C h a i r m a n M a o i s s u e d t h e g r e a t c a l l "Never forget 
class struggle" a t t h e T e n t h P l e n a r y S e s s i o n o f t h e 
P a r t y ' s E i g h t h C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e h e l d i n S e p t e m b e r 
1 9 6 2 . H e l e d t h e w h o l e P a r t y a n d n a t i o n i n a n a l l - o u t 
c o u n t e r - a t t a c k a g a i n s t r e v i s i o n i s m a n d t h e b o u r g e o i s i e . 
A t t h i s s e s s i o n , t h e p r o l e t a r i a n h e a d q u a r t e r s h e a d e d b y 
C h a i r m a n M a o a l s o e x p o s e d a n d c r i t i c i z e d t h e c o u n t e r 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y c r i m e s o f Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n a n d h i s c r o n i e s . 

I l l 

I n s t e a d o f c e a s i n g t h e i r c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y a c t i v i 
t i e s a f t e r t h e T e n t h P l e n a r y S e s s i o n o f t h e P a r t y ' s 
E i g h t h C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e , Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n a n d c o m 
p a n y u s e d m e t h o d s m o r e c l a n d e s t i n e t h a n b e f o r e i n a 
l a s t - d i t c h s t r u g g l e , r e s o r t i n g t o a s e r i e s o f p l o t s t o 
p r o v o k e t h e t h i r d o p e n s t r u g g l e . 

I n M a y 1 9 6 3 , C h a i r m a n M a o w r o t e W h e r e Do C o r r e c t 
Ideas C o m e F r o m ? T h i s w a s a i m e d a t K h r u s h c h o v i a n 
r e v i s i o n i s m a b r o a d a n d t h e p l o t b y L i u S h a o - c h i , Y a n g 
H s i e n - c h e n a n d t h e i r g a n g t o o p p o s e p r o l e t a r i a n r e v o l u 
t i o n a r y p r a c t i c e a n d r e s t o r e c a p i t a l i s m a t h o m e . 
T h i s f a m o u s e s s a y b y C h a i r m a n M a o a n d h i s o t h e r b r i l 
l i a n t w r i t i n g s t h o r o u g h l y c r i t i c i z e d t h e i r b o u r g e o i s i d e a l 
i s m a n d m e t a p h y s i c s , a n d f o r m u l a t e d t h e l i n e a n d 
p o l i c i e s f o r u n f o l d i n g t h e s o c i a l i s t e d u c a t i o n m o v e m e n t 
i n b o t h c i t y a n d c o u n t r y s i d e . A n a d v a n c e o n t h e M a r x i s t 
t h e o r y o f k n o w l e d g e . C h a i r m a n M a o ' s W h e r e Do C o r r e c t 
I d e a s C o m e F r o m ? i s a n e w g e n e r a l i z a t i o n a n d a n e w 
d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h i s t h e o r y . I t i s a l s o t h e s c i e n t i f i c 
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s u m m a r y o f t h e s t r u g g l e o n t h e p h i l o s o p h i c a l f r o n t 
c e n t r i n g a r o u n d t h e q u e s t i o n o f t h e i d e n t i t y b e t w e e n 
t h i n k i n g a n d b e i n g . 

C h a i r m a n M a o ' s g r e a t t h e o r y t h a t " m a t t e r c a n be t r a n s 
formed into consciousness a n d consciousness into m a t t e r " 
w a s a b o d y b l o w t o L i u S h a o - c h i a n d Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n . 
T h e y r e s i s t e d i t f r a n t i c a l l y . L i u S h a o - c h i t r o t t e d o u t a 
b o u r g e o i s r e a c t i o n a r y l i n e w h i c h w a s " L e f t " i n f o r m b u t 
R i g h t i n e s s e n c e ; h e s u p p r e s s e d t h e m a s s e s , s h i e l d e d t h e 
c a p i t a l i s t r o a d e r s a n d u n d e r m i n e d t h e s o c i a l i s t e d u c a t i o n 
m o v e m e n t . A t t h e s a m e t i m e , h e w i l d l y o p p o s e d t h e 
M a r x i s t t h e o r y o f k n o w l e d g e a n d o p e n l y a t t a c k e d t h e 
s c i e n t i f i c m e t h o d o f i n v e s t i g a t i o n a n d s t u d y a d v o c a t e d 
b y C h a i r m a n M a o . D e n y i n g t h e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f m a t t e r 
i n t o c o n s c i o u s n e s s a s w e l l a s t h a t o f c o n s c i o u s n e s s i n t o 
m a t t e r , h e s h o u t e d : " I t i s i d e a l i s m i f o n e h o l d s t h a t a l l 
m a n - m a d e t h i n g s a r e p r e c e d e d b y i d e a s . " T a k i n g h i s 
c u e f r o m L i u S h a o - c h i , Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n m a i n t a i n e d t h a t , 
r e g a r d i n g t h e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f m a t t e r i n t o c o n s c i o u s n e s s 
a n d c o n s c i o u s n e s s i n t o m a t t e r , " s u c h t r a n s f o r m a t i o n 
c a n n o t b e a c h i e v e d h a p h a z a r d l y " a n d " i t c a n n o t b e a p 
p l i e d a t r a n d o m . " H e r e , Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n w a s m a k i n g 
m a l i c i o u s i n s i n u a t i o n s t o v i l i f y a s " i d e a l i s m " t h e M a r x i s t 
t h e o r y o f k n o w l e d g e d e v e l o p e d b y C h a i r m a n M a o . 

I n c l a i m i n g t h a t i t w a s " i d e a l i s m " t o h o l d t h a t t h e r e 
i s i d e n t i t y b e t w e e n t h i n k i n g a n d b e i n g , Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n 
w a s h u r l i n g v i c i o u s s l a n d e r s a n d d r e s s i n g h i m s e l f u p a s 
a c o n f i r m e d a d h e r e n t o f m a t e r i a l i s m . H i s s h a m e l e s s n e s s 
k n e w n o b o u n d s ! I n d e n y i n g t h e i d e n t i t y b e t w e e n t h i n k 
i n g a n d b e i n g , Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n d e n i e d t h e i n t e r c o n n e c 
t i o n o f m a t t e r a n d c o n s c i o u s n e s s a n d t h e i r m u t u a l 
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n i n t o e a c h o t h e r b a s e d o n p r a c t i c e . T h u s 
h e c a r v e d o u t a n u n b r i d g e a b l e g a p b e t w e e n m a t t e r a n d 
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consciousness, and cut asunder the relationship between 
matter and consciousness and between practice and knowl
edge, making them unrelated to each other. In this way, 
he denied that consciousness stems from matter and that 
knowledge originates in practice. According to his absurd 
theory, consciousness and knowledge were like rivers 
without sources and trees without roots; they could only 
be something innate in the mind or something that had 
dropped from the sky. This was Kant's dualism and 
idealist transcendentalism pure and simple. 

Yang Hsien-chen never tired of talking about "being 
is primary, thinking is secondary," as though he was 
adhering to materialism. But this was unmitigated hy
pocrisy. Marxists not only acknowledge the objective 
world but, more important, they actively change it in 
accordance with its laws. To Yang Hsien-chen, however, 
merely acknowledging that "being is primary, thinking 
is secondary" meant everything, and as long as one 
"acknowledges objective reality" everything would be all 
right and he "is a conscious materialist." Accordingly, 
"acknowledging objective reality" meant that if there was 
a nail before you, you had just to "acknowlege" its 
existence but never do anything about it. But could this 
be called "conscious materialism"? Not at all: It was 
"conscious" capitulationism, renegade philosophy through 
and through. If Yang Hsien-chen's preaching were to 
be followed, people could only remain helpless before the 
objective world, they could only leave everything to fate 
and be docile tools. In the past decades, Liu Shao-chi, 
Yang Hsien-chen and company had acted precisely in line 
with this kind of "materialism" and knuckled under time 
and again to the enemy. 
44 



Yang Hsien-chen said he "acknowledges objective 
reality," but actually he and his like, because of their 
counter-revolutionary nature, turned a blind eye to the 
objective realities, stubbornly refusing to acknowledge 
the infinite superiority of socialism, the inexhaustible 
strength of the masses armed with Mao Tsetung Thought, 
and the tremendous successes in China's socialist rev
olution and construction. To put it bluntly, what Yang 
Hsien-chen meant when he said he "acknowledges objec
tive reality," etc. was sheer deception. Whether he 
"acknowledged" something or not was determined entire
ly by the bourgeoisie's counter-revolutionary needs, and 
by whether this was favourable or not to the restoration 
of capitalism. Materialism in words and idealism in 
deeds — such was the essence of Yang Hsien-chen's theo
ry that "there is no identity between thinking and being." 

Yang Hsien-chen slandered those advocating the iden
tity between thinking and being as "propagating the 
theory of Bernstein" and "brandishing Bernstein's 
weapon to oppose Marxism." Here he was merely acting 
the thief crying "Stop thief!" In exposing Bernstein's 
revisionism, Lenin said: "In the sphere of philosophy 
revisionism followed in the wake of bourgeois professorial 
'science.' The professors went 'back to Kant' — and 
revisionism dragged along after the neo-Kantians" 
{Marxism and Revisionism). Bernstein made "amend
ments" to the Marxist theory of knowledge by deliber
ately distorting the identity between thinking and being 
into an idealist theory that "thinking and being are 
the same." He raved that materialism and idealism were 
alike and, though they proceeded from different view
points, both simply presumed that thinking and being 
were the same. It was by such rotten methods that 
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Bernstein completely denied the identity between think
ing and being. What Yang Hsien-chen tried to smuggle 
in was simply Bernstein's trash. The only difference was 
that while Bernstein openly declared that he firmly sup
ported Kant 's viewpoint in principle, Yang Hsien-chen 
sought to cover this up and did not dare say so in so 
many words. Thus we see it is no one but Yang Hsien-
chen himself who was "propagating the theory of 
Bernstein" and "brandishing Bernstein's weapon to op
pose Marxism." 

The publication of Chairman Mao's work Where Do 
Correct Ideas Come From? thwarted the plot of Yang 
Hsien-chen and his gang who stirred up the third open 
struggle. But they still refused to give up. In March 
1964, they published several reactionary articles which 
in a roundabout way propagated the reactionary theory 
that "there is no identity between thinking and being" 
and opposed the great theory that "matter can be trans
formed into consciousness and consciousness into matter." 
At the same time, in a desperate struggle, they turned 
up with the counter-revolutionary theory "combine two 
into one" to oppose the revolutionary dialectics of one 
divides into two and oppose the socialist education move
ment and the struggle against revisionism. 

As soon as Yang Hsien-chen's counter-revolutionary 
theory "combine two into one" appeared, the proletarian 
headquarters headed by Chairman Mao hit the nail on 
the head and exposed its real nature and led the people 
in openly criticizing him. Following this, the mass move
ment of the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution swept 
Yang Hsien-chen, along with his sinister master Liu 
Shao-chi and their bourgeois headquarters, onto the gar
bage heap of history. Finally, no mat ter what trickery 
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Liu Shao-chi, Yang Hsien-chen and their gang used or 
how desperately they resisted, their counter-revolutionary 
revisionist line and their metaphysics and idealism went 
bankrupt for good. 

* * * 

Reviewing the struggle centring around the question 
of the identity between thinking and being, we can clear
ly see that the activities of Yang Hsien-chen and his gang 
in this connection were an important component part of 
Liu Shao-chi's counter-revolutionary plot to restore cap
italism. Philosophy always serves politics. One's world 
outlook determines the kind of philosophical thought he 
advances to serve his political line. We must respond 
to the call issued by the Second Plenary Session of the 
Party's Ninth Central Committee held in the second half 
of 1970, conscientiously study Marxism-Leninism and 
Chairman Mao's philosophical works and heighten our 
consciousness of the struggle between the two lines and 
strive to further consolidate the dictatorship of the 
proletariat. 
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THE THEORY OF "COMBINE TWO INTO ONE" 
IS A REACTIONARY PHILOSOPHY FOR 

RESTORING CAPITALISM 

Our great leader Chairman Mao points out: "Every
thing divides into two." "The law of contradiction in 
things, that is, the law of the unity of opposites, is the 
basic law of materialist dialectics" (On Contradiction). 
This scientific thesis of Chairman Mao's profoundly ex
presses the objective law of things and penetratingly 
expounds the core of materialist dialectics. It is a sharp 
weapon for the Chinese people in carrying out the three 
great revolutionary movements — class struggle, the 
struggle for production and scientific experiment, a sharp 
weapon for consolidating the dictatorship of the proletar
iat and steadfastly continuing the revolution under the 
dictatorship of the proletariat. 

The wide dissemination of the brilliant concept one 
divides into two among the people met with the extreme 
fear and hatred of a handful of class enemies at home 
and abroad. In 1964, Liu Shao-chi instigated Yang Hsien-
chen, his agent in philosophical circles, to set off a heated 
debate centring around the question of one divides into 
two or "combine two into one." The proletarian head
quarters headed by Chairman Mao directly led this strug
gle on China's philosophical front, a struggle involving 
a matter of cardinal principle. With Mao Tsetung 
Thought as their weapon, workers, peasants and soldiers. 
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cadres and intellectuals criticized the reactionary theory 
of "combine two into one" and demolished it by the rev
olutionary dialectics of one divides into two. 

As the "theoretical basis" of Liu Shao-chi's counter
revolutionary revisionist line, the theory of "combine two 
into one" once permeated the political, economic, ideo
logical, cultural, ar t and other fields. To eliminate the 
remaining poisonous influence of Liu Shao-chi's counter
revolutionary revisionist line in all spheres, we must 
further criticize the bourgeois idealism and metaphysics 
of Liu Shao-chi, Yang Hsien-chen and other such swin
dlers, as well as the reactionary theory of "combine two 
into one." 

A REACTION TO CONTINUING REVOLUTION 
UNDER PROLETARIAN DICTATORSHIP 

On the orders of Liu Shao-chi, the renegade Yang 
Hsien-chen, who long ago had prostrated himself before 
the Kuomintang reactionaries, came out at every crucial 
juncture in the socialist revolution to launch attacks on 
the Party in the field of philosophy. He frenziedly opposed 
Chairman Mao's proletarian revolutionary line and tried 
to use the reactionary world outlook of "combine two 
into one" to remould our Par ty and country. 

In 1958, Yang Hsien-chen, with ulterior motives, ad
vocated "using identity of contradiction" and by insinua
tion attacked our Par ty because it "talked only about 
the struggle between the opposites, but not their uni ty." 
His aim was to provide philosophical ground for Liu 
Shao-chi's theory of "the dying out of class struggle" in 
direct opposition to Chairman Mao's great work On the 
Correct Handling of Contradictions Among the People. 
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I n 1 9 6 1 - 6 2 , L i u S h a o - c h i ' s c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y c l i q u e , 
i n c l o s e c o - o r d i n a t i o n w i t h t h e a n t i - C h i n a a d v e r s e c u r r e n t 
a b r o a d , p l o t t e d c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y r e s t o r a t i o n a l l 
a l o n g t h e l i n e f r o m t h e t o p d o w n . A t t h a t t i m e Y a n g 
H s i e n - c h e n r a n h i t h e r a n d t h i t h e r t o s p r e a d h i s r e a c t i o n 
a r y p h i l o s o p h y , o p p o s i n g m o r e f r a n t i c a l l y t h a n e v e r 
C h a i r m a n M a o ' s p h i l o s o p h i c a l t h i n k i n g . H e b a b b l e d t h a t 
t h e u n i t y o f o p p o s i t e s m e a n t " c o m m o n p o i n t s , " t h a t w e 
h a d " c o m m o n p o i n t s " w i t h U . S . i m p e r i a l i s m a n d t h a t w e 
a n d m o d e r n r e v i s i o n i s m h a d " c o m m o n p o i n t s w i t h s o m e 
d i f f e r e n c e s . " H e r e h e w a s o p e n l y c a l l i n g f o r " c o m b i n i n g " 
t h e p r o l e t a r i a t a n d t h e b o u r g e o i s i e , s o c i a l i s m a n d i m 
p e r i a l i s m , M a r x i s m a n d r e v i s i o n i s m , i n t o o n e . 

C h a i r m a n M a o w a s t h e f i r s t t o p e r c e i v e t h e d a n g e r o f 
t h e c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y p l o t s o f L i u S h a o - c h i a n d h i s 
g a n g , a n d t i m e a n d a g a i n w a r n e d t h e w h o l e P a r t y a n d 
t h e p e o p l e o f t h e w h o l e c o u n t r y t o g u a r d a g a i n s t r e v i 
s i o n i s m . A t t h e T e n t h P l e n a r y S e s s i o n o f t h e P a r t y ' s 
E i g h t h C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e h e l d i n 1 9 6 2 , C h a i r m a n M a o 
p u t f o r w a r d m o r e c o m p r e h e n s i v e l y t h e b a s i c l i n e o f t h e 
C h i n e s e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y f o r t h e e n t i r e h i s t o r i c a l p e r i o d 
o f s o c i a l i s m a n d i s s u e d t h e g r e a t c a l l : "Never forget class 
struggle." U n d e r C h a i r m a n M a o ' s w i s e l e a d e r s h i p , t h e 
P a r t y i n t e n s i f i e d p r o p a g a n d a a n d e d u c a t i o n i n t h e r e v 
o l u t i o n a r y d i a l e c t i c s o f one divides into two, l a u n c h e d 
t h e s o c i a l i s t e d u c a t i o n m o v e m e n t o n a b r o a d s c a l e , c o n 
d u c t e d o p e n p o l e m i c s a g a i n s t m o d e r n r e v i s i o n i s m a n d 
d e a l t t h e c l a s s e n e m i e s a t h o m e a n d a b r o a d h a r d b l o w s . 
H o w e v e r , a l l t h e s e w a r n i n g s a n d s t r u g g l e s d i d n o t a n d 
c o u l d n o t c h a n g e t h e c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y n a t u r e o f L i u 
S h a o - c h i , Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n a n d c o m p a n y , w h o w e r e i m 
p a t i e n t t o r e s t o r e c a p i t a l i s m . Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n f i r s t 
o p e n l y p e d d l e d t h e t h e o r y o f " c o m b i n e t w o i n t o o n e " 
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i n t h e f o r m e r H i g h e r P a r t y S c h o o l u n d e r t h e C . P . C . 
C e n t r a l C o m m i t t e e . A f t e r c a r e f u l p l a n n i n g , t h i s r e a c 
t i o n a r y p h i l o s o p h y w a s l a u n c h e d f o r t h e p u b l i c i n 1 9 6 4 . 

L e n i n h a s s a i d t h a t t h e s t r u g g l e i n p h i l o s o p h y " in the 
last analysis reflects the tendencies and ideology of the 
antagonistic classes in modern society" ( M a t e r i a l i s m a n d 
E m p i r i o - C r i t i c i s m ) . T h e c o n c o c t i n g o f t h e t h e o r y o f 
" c o m b i n e t w o i n t o o n e " w a s i n t e n d e d e x t e r n a l l y t o m e e t 
t h e n e e d s o f i m p e r i a l i s m a n d s o c i a l - i m p e r i a l i s m i n s u b 
v e r t i n g g r e a t s o c i a l i s t C h i n a , a n d i n t e r n a l l y t o m e e t t h e 
n e e d s o f t h e c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y r e s t o r a t i o n b y t h e 
b o u r g e o i s i e . I t w a s a h a c k p h i l o s o p h y s e r v i n g L i u S h a o -
c h i ' s e f f o r t s t o r e s t o r e c a p i t a l i s m , a n d r a n c o u n t e r t o 
c o n t i n u i n g t h e r e v o l u t i o n u n d e r t h e d i c t a t o r s h i p o f t h e 
p r o l e t a r i a t . 

O U T - A N D - O U T B O U R G E O I S I D E A L I S M 
A N D M E T A P H Y S I C S 

T o o p p o s e M a r x i s t p h i l o s o p h y , a l l o p p o r t u n i s t s a n d 
r e v i s i o n i s t s d o t h e i r b e s t t o n e g a t e t h e b o u n d a r y b e t w e e n 
m a t e r i a l i s m a n d i d e a l i s m a s w e l l a s b e t w e e n d i a l e c t i c s 
a n d m e t a p h y s i c s . I n p e d d l i n g t h e r e a c t i o n a r y t h e o r y o f 
" c o m b i n e t w o i n t o o n e , " Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n , t o o , r e s o r t e d 
t o t h i s k i n d o f b a s e c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y t a c t i c s . H e 
d r e s s e d t h i s r e a c t i o n a r y t h e o r y u p a s d i a l e c t i c s a n d p r a t e d 
t h a t " c o m b i n e t w o i n t o o n e " a n d " o n e d i v i d e s i n t o t w o " 
h a d " t h e s a m e m e a n i n g , " d e l i b e r a t e l y t r y i n g t o n e g a t e 
t h e f u n d a m e n t a l a n t a g o n i s m b e t w e e n one divides into t w o 
a n d " c o m b i n e t w o i n t o o n e . " 

L e n i n p o i n t e d o u t : "The splitting in two of a single 
whole and the cognition of its contradictory parts. . . is 
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the essence . . . of dialectics" (On the Question of Di
alectics)."In brief, dialectics can be defined as the doctrine 
of the unity of opposites. This grasps the kernel of di
alectics, but it requires explanations and development" 
(Conspectus of Hegel's Book The Science of Logic). 

Chairman Mao developed this great idea of Lenin's 
further in his On Contradiction, On the Correct Handling 
of Contradictions Among the People and other important 
philosophical works. Chairman Mao says: "The law of 
the unity of opposites is the fundamental law of the 
universe. This law operates universally, whether in the 
natural world, in human society, or in man's thinking. 
Between the opposites in a contradiction there is at once 
unity and struggle, and it is this that impels things to 
move and change" (On the Correct Handling of Con
tradictions Among the People). The concept one divides 
into two that Chairman Mao put forward profoundly and 
concisely summarizes the law of the unity of opposites 
and grasps the heart of materialist dialectics. 

According to the concept one divides into two, there 
are contradictions in everything. The two aspects of a 
contradiction depend on and struggle with each other, 
and this determines the life of all things. The natural 
world, society and man's thinking, far from "combining 
two into one," are full of contradictions and struggles. 
Without contradiction, there would not be the natural 
world, society, and man's thinking; nothing would exist. 
Contradictions are present in all processes of things and 
permeate all processes from beginning to end, and it is 
this that promotes the development of things. The con
stant emerging and resolving of contradictions — this is 
the universal law of the development of things. 
52 



A p p l y i n g t h e c o n c e p t one d i v i d e s into t w o i n e x a m i n i n g 

s o c i a l i s t s o c i e t y , w e h a v e t o r e c o g n i z e t h a t t h r o u g h o u t 

t h e e n t i r e h i s t o r i c a l p e r i o d o f s o c i a l i s m t h e r e a r e c l a s s e s , 

c l a s s c o n t r a d i c t i o n s a n d c l a s s s t r u g g l e , t h e r e i s t h e s t r u g g l e 

b e t w e e n t h e t w o r o a d s o f s o c i a l i s m a n d c a p i t a l i s m , t h e r e 

i s t h e d a n g e r o f c a p i t a l i s t r e s t o r a t i o n , a n d t h e r e i s t h e 

t h r e a t o f s u b v e r s i o n a n d a g g r e s s i o n b y i m p e r i a l i s m a n d 

s o c i a l - i m p e r i a l i s m . T o r e s o l v e t h e s e c o n t r a d i c t i o n s , w e 

m u s t s t r e n g t h e n t h e d i c t a t o r s h i p o f t h e p r o l e t a r i a t a n d 

s t e a d f a s t l y c o n t i n u e t h e r e v o l u t i o n u n d e r t h e d i c t a t o r s h i p 

o f t h e p r o l e t a r i a t . E v e n i n a c o m m u n i s t s o c i e t y , t h e r e 

w i l l b e c o n t r a d i c t i o n s a n d s t r u g g l e s b e t w e e n t h e n e w a n d 

t h e o l d , t h e a d v a n c e d a n d t h e b a c k w a r d , a n d r i g h t a n d 

w r o n g . J u s t a s C h a i r m a n M a o h a s p o i n t e d o u t , " W h e r e v e r 
there are groups of people — that i s , e v e r y w h e r e a p a r t 
from u n i n h a b i t e d deserts — t h e y a r e i n v a r i a b l y d i v i d e d 
into left, centre a n d right. T e n t h o u s a n d y e a r s f r o m n o w 
this w i l l s t i l l be so." O n l y b y a d h e r i n g t o t h i s c o n c e p t 

a n d a p p l y i n g i t t o g u i d e r e v o l u t i o n a r y p r a c t i c e c a n w e b e 

t h o r o u g h - g o i n g d i a l e c t i c a l m a t e r i a l i s t s . T o d e n y t h e c o n 

c e p t one divides into t w o m e a n s t o d e n y t h e u n i v e r s a l i t y 

o f c o n t r a d i c t i o n a n d t o b e t r a y m a t e r i a l i s t d i a l e c t i c s a n d , 

p o l i t i c a l l y , t h i s i n e v i t a b l y l e a d s t o b e t r a y a l o f t h e p r o l e 

t a r i a n r e v o l u t i o n a n d t h e d i c t a t o r s h i p o f t h e p r o l e t a r i a t . 

T h e c o r e o f t h e t h e o r y " c o m b i n e t w o i n t o o n e " l i e s i n 

m e r g i n g c o n t r a d i c t i o n s , l i q u i d a t i n g s t r u g g l e , o p p o s i n g 

r e v o l u t i o n , " c o m b i n i n g " t h e p r o l e t a r i a t w i t h t h e b o u r 

g e o i s i e , " c o m b i n i n g " M a r x i s m w i t h r e v i s i o n i s m , " c o m 

b i n i n g " s o c i a l i s m w i t h i m p e r i a l i s m a n d s o c i a l - i m p e r i a l 

i s m . T h i s o u t - a n d - o u t r e a c t i o n a r y b o u r g e o i s i d e a l i s t a n d 

m e t a p h y s i c a l w o r l d o u t l o o k i s d i a m e t r i c a l l y o p p o s e d t o 

t h e w o r l d o u t l o o k o f one d i v i d e s into two. 
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T H E O E Y O F " C O M M O N N E E D S " R E F U T E D 

Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n r e p e a t e d l y s a i d t h a t t h e i d e n t i t y o f 
a c o n t r a d i c t i o n c o n s i s t e d o f " c o m m o n p o i n t s " a n d " c o m 
m o n t h i n g s . " H e d i s t o r t e d L e n i n ' s t h e s i s o n t h e i d e n t i t y 
o f c o n t r a d i c t i o n , a l l e g i n g t h a t " t h e i d e n t i t y i n t h e s p h e r e 
o f d i a l e c t i c s " m e a n t " s e e k i n g c o m m o n n e e d s . " 

L e t u s r e a d w h a t t h e g r e a t L e n i n w r o t e o n t h e s u b j e c t . 
L e n i n p o i n t e d o u t : "Dialectics is t h e t e a c h i n g w h i c h 

shows h o w opposites can be a n d h o w t h e y h a p p e n to be 
(how t h e y become) identical — u n d e r w h a t conditions 
they are i d e n t i c a l , t r a n s f o r m i n g t h e m s e l v e s into one 
another, — w h y t h e h u m a n m i n d s h o u l d t a k e these 
opposites not as dead, r i g i d , but as l i v i n g , condit ional , 
mobile, t r a n s f o r m i n g t h e m s e l v e s into one a n o t h e r " 
{Conspectus of Hegel's Book T h e S c i e n c e o f L o g i c ) . L e n i n 
h e r e w a s t a l k i n g a b o u t t h e i d e n t i t y o f c o n t r a d i c t i o n . I s 
t h e r e a n y t r a c e o f " c o m m o n p o i n t s " a n d " c o m m o n n e e d s " 
i n t h i s ? Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n w a s b l a t a n t l y l y i n g a n d 
s l a n d e r i n g L e n i n w h e n h e a l l e g e d t h a t w h a t L e n i n m e a n t 
b y t h e i d e n t i t y o f c o n t r a d i c t i o n w a s " c o m m o n n e e d s . " 

I n On Contradiction, C h a i r m a n M a o i n c i s i v e l y e x p l a i n s 
L e n i n ' s t h i n k i n g o n t h e i d e n t i t y o f c o n t r a d i c t i o n . C h a i r 
m a n M a o c l e a r l y p o i n t s o u t : " A l l c o n t r a d i c t o r y things 
a r e i n t e r c o n n e c t e d ; not o n l y do t h e y coexist i n a single 
entity i n g i v e n conditions, b u t i n other g i v e n conditions, 
t h e y also t r a n s f o r m t h e m s e l v e s into e a c h other. T h i s is 
the f u l l m e a n i n g of the i d e n t i t y of opposites." 

C h a i r m a n M a o ' s t e a c h i n g c l e a r l y t e l l s u s : T h e f i r s t 
m e a n i n g o f t h e i d e n t i t y o f c o n t r a d i c t i o n i s t h a t , i n g i v e n 
c o n d i t i o n s , t h e t w o c o n t r a d i c t o r y a s p e c t s a r e i n t e r d e p e n d 
e n t f o r t h e i r e x i s t e n c e . F o r i n s t a n c e , d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d 
o f C h i n a ' s n e w - d e m o c r a t i c r e v o l u t i o n , t h e c o n t r a d i c t o r y 
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aspects, the masses of the people on the one hand and 
imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat-capitalism on the 
other, the proletariat and the bourgeoisie, did not exist 
in isolation from each other. Each aspect had the other 
as the condition for its existence and they coexisted in a 
single entity. We should interpret the first meaning of 
the identity of contradiction only in this way and should 
never allow Yang Hsien-chen to distort it into having 
"common needs." Were there any "common needs" in 
the interdependence between the masses of the oppressed 
people and imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat-
capitalism? Certainly not. Even though the national 
bourgeoisie joined the united front in the national demo
cratic revolution for a period and had certain common 
needs with the proletariat against imperialism and feudal
ism, this absolutely did not mean the identity of the two 
contradictory aspects, the proletariat and the bourgeoisie. 
When we speak of these common needs, we take the prole
tariat, the peasantry, the petty-bourgeoisie and the 
national bourgeoisie as one aspect of the contradiction 
and the three enemies, imperialism, feudalism and 
bureaucrat-capitalism, as the other. In the contradiction 
in which the proletariat and the bourgeoisie are the two 
opposite aspects, the relation between them is that of 
the exploited and the exploiter, and the needs of one are 
fundamentally opposed to the needs of the other. 

Chairman Mao also stresses that the matter does not 
end with the interdependence of the two contradictory 
aspects on each other for their existence; what is more 
important is that, in given conditions, each of them trans
forms itself into its opposite, changes its position to that 
of its opposite. This is the second meaning of the 
identity of contradiction. Our Party led the Chinese 
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p e o p l e i n d e c a d e s o f h e r o i c s t r u g g l e a i m e d p r e c i s e l y a t 
c r e a t i n g c o n d i t i o n s f o r t h e p r o m o t i o n o f t h e t r a n s f o r m a 
t i o n o f t h i n g s s o a s t o a c h i e v e t h e g o a l o f t h e r e v o l u t i o n . 
F o r i n s t a n c e , a f t e r t h e n e w - d e m o c r a t i c r e v o l u t i o n , t h e 
m a s s e s o f t h e p e o p l e w h o h a d l o n g b e e n o p p r e s s e d a n d 
e x p l o i t e d t r a n s f o r m e d t h e m s e l v e s i n t o m a s t e r s o f t h e 
c o u n t r y , a n d i m p e r i a l i s m , f e u d a l i s m a n d b u r e a u c r a t -
c a p i t a l i s m , t h e t h r e e e n e m i e s t h a t o p p r e s s e d a n d e x p l o i t e d 
t h e p e o p l e , w e r e c o m p l e t e l y o v e r t h r o w n . T h r o u g h t h e 
s o c i a l i s t r e v o l u t i o n i n t h e o w n e r s h i p o f t h e m e a n s o f 
p r o d u c t i o n , i n d i v i d u a l o w n e r s h i p i n a g r i c u l t u r e a n d 
h a n d i c r a f t s w a s t r a n s f o r m e d i n t o s o c i a l i s t c o l l e c t i v e 
o w n e r s h i p b y t h e w o r k i n g m a s s e s , a n d c a p i t a l i s t o w n e r 
s h i p i n i n d u s t r y a n d c o m m e r c e w a s t r a n s f o r m e d i n t o 
s o c i a l i s t o w n e r s h i p b y t h e s t a t e . Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n u s e d 
e v e r y m e a n s t o o p p o s e t h e s e r e v o l u t i o n a r y t r a n s f o r m a 
t i o n s . T o c a l l a s p a d e a s p a d e , h i s r e a c t i o n a r y t h e o r y o f 
" c o m m o n n e e d s " w a s n o t h i n g b u t a n a t t e m p t t o m a k e 
t h e p r o l e t a r i a t a n d o t h e r w o r k i n g p e o p l e s u b m i t f o r e v e r 
t o t h e m i s e r y o f e x p l o i t a t i o n a n d e n s l a v e m e n t , a n d t o 
p e r m i t i m p e r i a l i s m , t h e l a n d l o r d s a n d t h e b o u r g e o i s i e t o 
s i t o n t h e i r b a c k s f o r e v e r . 

B a s i n g h i m s e l f o n t h e r e a c t i o n a r y t h e o r y o f " c o m m o n 
n e e d s , " Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n t r i e d h i s u t m o s t t o n e g a t e t h e 
f u n d a m e n t a l a n t a g o n i s m b e t w e e n t h e t w o l i n e s i n t h e 
C h i n e s e C o m m u n i s t P a r t y . H e a l l e g e d t h a t t h e t w o l i n e s i n 
t h e P a r t y w e r e " b o t h f o r s o c i a l i s m , " a n d s o t h e y d i d n o t 
m e a n a n y s t r u g g l e b e t w e e n t h e t w o r o a d s . 

C h a i r m a n M a o p e n e t r a t i n g l y p o i n t e d o u t : " T h e r e v i 
sionists d e n y the differences b e t w e e n s o c i a l i s m a n d 
c a p i t a l i s m , b e t w e e n the dictatorship of the p r o l e t a r i a t 
a n d the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie. W h a t t h e y a d v o 
cate is i n fact not the socialist l i n e b u t the capital ist l i n e " 
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(Speech at the Chinese Communist Party's National Con
ference on Propaganda Work). T h i s s c i e n t i f i c t h e s i s o f 
C h a i r m a n M a o ' s e x p o s e d p o i n t - b l a n k t h e c o u n t e r - r e v o l u 
t i o n a r y f e a t u r e s o f L i u S h a o - c h i , Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n a n d 
t h e i r i l k a n d h i t a t t h e h e a r t o f t h e i r s o - c a l l e d t h e o r y 
o f " c o m m o n n e e d s . " 

T H E O R Y O F " I N S E P A R A B I L I T Y " R E F U T E D 

Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n e n d l e s s l y p r e a c h e d t h a t t h e o p p o s i t e 
a s p e c t s w e r e " l i n k s t h a t c a n n o t b e s e p a r a t e d . " H e 
r a v e d t h a t l e a r n i n g d i a l e c t i c s m e a n t " l e a r n i n g h o w t o 
l i n k t h e t w o o p p o s i n g i d e o l o g i e s . " T h i s w a s a c l u m s y 
a t t e m p t t o t a m p e r w i t h m a t e r i a l i s t d i a l e c t i c s . 

M a t e r i a l i s t d i a l e c t i c s h o l d s t h a t t h e n a t u r e o f a t h i n g 
i s t h e c o n t r a d i c t o r i n e s s w i t h i n t h e t h i n g a n d i t s s e p a r a 
b i l i t y . E n g e l s p o i n t e d o u t : " D i a l e c t i c s h a s p r o v e d f r o m 
the results of o u r e x p e r i e n c e of n a t u r e so f a r t h a t a l l 
polar opposites i n g e n e r a l a r e d e t e r m i n e d b y the m u t u a l 
action of the two opposite poles on e a c h other, t h a t t h e 
separation a n d opposition of these poles e x i s t o n l y w i t h i n 
their m u t u a l connection a n d u n i o n , a n d , c o n v e r s e l y , that 
their u n i o n exists o n l y i n t h e i r s e p a r a t i o n a n d t h e i r 
m u t u a l connection o n l y i n t h e i r opposit ion" (Dialectics 
of Nature). T h a t i s t o s a y , w e c a n n o t t a l k a b o u t t h e l i n k s 
b e t w e e n t h e t w o o p p o s i t e a s p e c t s a p a r t f r o m t h e i r s t r u g 
g l e a n d s e p a r a b i l i t y . T h e s t r u g g l e o f t h e o p p o s i t e a s p e c t s 
i n e v i t a b l y l e a d s t o t h e b r e a k i n g u p o f t h e i r i n t e r c o n n e c 
t i o n , t o t h e d i s i n t e g r a t i o n o f t h e e n t i t y , a n d t o c h a n g e i n 
t h e n a t u r e o f t h e t h i n g . T h e r e f o r e , t h e i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n 
b e t w e e n t h e o p p o s i t e a s p e c t s i s c o n d i t i o n a l a n d r e l a t i v e 
w h i l e t h e i r s e p a r a b i l i t y i s u n c o n d i t i o n a l a n d a b s o l u t e . 
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A s C h a i r m a n M a o p o i n t s o u t : " I n society as i n n a t u r e , 
e v e r y entity i n v a r i a b l y b r e a k s u p into its different p a r t s , 
only there a r e differences i n content a n d f o r m u n d e r 
different concrete c o n d i t i o n s " {Speech at the Chinese 
Communist Party's National Conference on Propaganda 
Work). T h e r e i s n o t h i n g i n t h e w o r l d t h a t c a n n o t b e 
s e p a r a t e d . T h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f o b j e c t i v e t h i n g s h a s 
t i m e a n d a g a i n e x p o s e d t h e r o t t e n m e t a p h y s i c a l i d e a t h a t 
a t h i n g c a n n o t b e s e p a r a t e d . H a v e t h e r e n o t e m e r g e d 
v a r i o u s o l d a n d n e w a n t i - M a r x i s t r e v i s i o n i s t f a c t i o n s i n 
t h e c o u r s e o f t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o m 
m u n i s t m o v e m e n t ? I n t h e c o u r s e o f t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
o u r P a r t y , t h e r e e m e r g e d t h e " L e f t " a n d R i g h t o p p o r 
t u n i s t l i n e s o f t h e r e n e g a d e s C h e n T u - h s i u a n d W a n g 
M i n g , a n d L i u S h a o - c h i ' s c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y r e v i s i o n 
i s t l i n e . C h a i r m a n M a o ' s p r o l e t a r i a n r e v o l u t i o n a r y l i n e 
h a s w o n g r e a t v i c t o r i e s p r e c i s e l y t h r o u g h s t r u g g l e s 
a g a i n s t t h e s e e r r o n e o u s l i n e s . T h e r e f o r e , r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
" s e p a r a t i o n " i s n o t a b a d b u t a g o o d t h i n g . I t h e l p s r a i s e 
t h e p e o p l e ' s i d e o l o g i c a l c o n s c i o u s n e s s , e n h a n c e s t h e u n i t y 
o f t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y p e o p l e , p r o m o t e s t h e d e v e l o p m e n t 
o f t h e p r o l e t a r i a n r e v o l u t i o n a r y c a u s e , a n d i m p e l s s o c i e t y 
f o r w a r d . Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n d i d n o t s a y a w o r d a b o u t t h e 
s t r u g g l e o f o p p o s i t e s a n d t h e i r t r a n s f o r m a t i o n i n t o e a c h 
o t h e r . H e c o m p l e t e l y d e n i e d t h e s e p a r a b i l i t y o f a t h i n g , 
d e s c r i b i n g t h e i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e o f t h e t w o o p p o s i t e a s 
p e c t s o n e a c h o t h e r f o r t h e i r e x i s t e n c e a s " l i n k s t h a t 
c a n n o t b e s e p a r a t e d . " B u t i n f a c t s u c h d e a d a n d r i g i d 
l i n k s f r e e f r o m c o n t r a d i c t i o n s a n d t r a n s f o r m a t i o n a r e 
n o n - e x i s t e n t . 

Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n h a d v i c i o u s p o l i t i c a l m o t i v e s f o r 
a d v o c a t i n g t h e t h e o r y o f " i n s e p a r a b i l i t y . " W h e n t h e 
s o c i a l i s t t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f t h e o w n e r s h i p o f t h e m e a n s 
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o f p r o d u c t i o n r e a c h e d a h i g h t i d e i n C h i n a i n 1 9 5 6 , h e 
c a m e o u t s e r m o n i z i n g t h a t t h e p r o l e t a r i a t a n d 
t h e b o u r g e o i s i e " w i l l b o t h b e n e f i t i f t h e y c o m e t o 
g e t h e r , a n d w i l l b o t h s u f f e r i f t h e y s e p a r a t e . " T h i s w a s 
o f t h e s a m e m o u l d a s t h e f a l l a c i e s a d v o c a t e d b y L i u 
S h a o - c h i , s u c h a s t h a t t h e b o u r g e o i s i e ' s " e x p l o i t a t i o n i s a 
m e r i t . " T h i s f u l l y s h o w s t h a t t h e y a r e a g a n g o f f a i t h f u l 
a g e n t s o f t h e b o u r g e o i s i e . 

T h e c o n t r a d i c t i o n b e t w e e n t h e p r o l e t a r i a t a n d t h e b o u r 
g e o i s i e i s , i n e s s e n c e , a n t a g o n i s t i c a n d i r r e c o n c i l a b l e , a n d 
c a n b e r e s o l v e d o n l y b y s o c i a l i s t r e v o l u t i o n . A s C h a i r 
m a n M a o p o i n t e d o u t i n 1 9 5 9 , i n t h e p e r i o d o f s o c i a l i s t 
r e v o l u t i o n t h e l i f e - a n d - d e a t h s t r u g g l e b e t w e e n t h e t w o 
b i g o p p o s i n g c l a s s e s — t h e p r o l e t a r i a t a n d t h e b o u r g e o i s i e 
— "will continue . . . for at least twenty years and pos
sibly half a century. In short, the struggle will not cease 
until classes die out completely." I n a s e n s e , b y s t e a d 
f a s t l y c o n t i n u i n g t h e r e v o l u t i o n u n d e r t h e d i c t a t o r s h i p 
o f t h e p r o l e t a r i a t , t h e p r o l e t a r i a t s e p a r a t e s c o m p l e t e l y 
f r o m t h e b o u r g e o i s i e a n d a l l o t h e r e x p l o i t i n g c l a s s e s . I n 
t h e l i f e - a n d - d e a t h s t r u g g l e b e t w e e n t h e s e t w o c l a s s e s , 
h o w c a n w e " c o m b i n e t w o i n t o o n e " ? I f w e s h o u l d " c o m 
b i n e t w o i n t o o n e " w i t h r e g a r d t o t h e b o u r g e o i s i e , f o r g e t 
c l a s s e s a n d c l a s s s t r u g g l e a n d f o r g e t t h e d i c t a t o r s h i p o f 
t h e p r o l e t a r i a t , "then it would not be long, perhaps only 
several years or a decade, or several decades at most, 
before a counter-revolutionary restoration on a national 
scale would inevitably occur, the Marxist-Leninist party 
would undoubtedly become a revisionist party, a fascist 
party, and the whole of China would change its colour. 
Comrades, please think it over. What a dangerous situa
tion this would be!" T h a t Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n s p a r e d n o 
e f f o r t t o p r e a c h t h a t t h e p r o l e t a r i a t a n d t h e b o u r g e o i s i e 

59 



should "combine" and not "separate" was precisely for 
the purpose of realizing the counter-revolutionary plot 
of restoring capitalism. 

THEORY OF "SYNTHESIS MEANS 'COMBINE TWO INTO ONE' " REFUTED 
Yang Hsien-chen and company also alleged that 

"analysis means 'one divides into two' while synthesis 
means 'combine two into one.' " This is not merely a 
question of their ignorance of Marxist philosophy; their 
real purpose was to cut asunder the dialectical relation 
between analysis and synthesis and to substitute reac
tionary metaphysics for materialist dialectics. 

Marxist philosophy tells us that analysis and synthesis 
are an objective law of things and at the same time a 
method for people to understand things. Analysis shows 
how an entity divides into two different parts and how 
they are locked in struggle; synthesis shows how, through 
the struggle between the two opposite aspects, one pre
vails, defeats and eliminates the other, how an old con
tradiction is resolved and a new one emerges, and how 
an old thing is eliminated and a new thing triumphs. 
In plain words, synthesis means one "eats up" the other. 
The course of historical development is: What is revolu
tionary always "eats up" what is reactionary, and what 
is correct always "eats up" what is wrong. But this has 
to go through many complex and tortuous struggles. As 
Chairman Mao points out: "Classes struggle, some 
classes triumph, others are eliminated. Such is history, 
such is the history of civilization for thousands of years. 
To interpret history from this viewpoint is historical 
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m a t e r i a l i s m ; standing i n opposition to this v i e w p o i n t is 
historical i d e a l i s m " {Cast Away Illusions, Prepare for 
Struggle). T h e h i s t o r y o f m a n k i n d ' s c i v i l i z a t i o n i s o n e 
o f c l a s s s t r u g g l e , o n e i n w h i c h t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y c l a s s e s 
d e f e a t a n d " e a t u p " t h e r e a c t i o n a r y c l a s s e s . I m p e r i a l i s m 
h e a d e d b y t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , s o c i a l - i m p e r i a l i s m a n d a l l 
o t h e r s y s t e m s o f e x p l o i t a t i o n w i l l e v e n t u a l l y b e " e a t e n 
u p " b y s o c i a l i s m a n d c o m m u n i s m . T h i s i s a n o b j e c t i v e 
l a w i n d e p e n d e n t o f m a n ' s w i l l . W h e n r e f l e c t e d i n m e n ' s 
m i n d s , s u c h o b j e c t i v e a n a l y s i s a n d s y n t h e s i s r e q u i r e t h a t 
w e m a k e a c o n c r e t e a n a l y s i s o f t h e m o v e m e n t o f o p p o s i t e s 
i n a l l t h i n g s a n d , o n t h e b a s i s o f s u c h a n a l y s i s , s y n t h e s i z e 
a n d p o i n t o u t t h e n a t u r e o f t h e q u e s t i o n s i n v o l v e d a n d 
d e t e r m i n e t h e m e t h o d s t o r e s o l v e t h e m . D i f f e r e n t 
t y p e s o f c o n t r a d i c t i o n s a r e r e s o l v e d b y d i f f e r e n t m e t h o d s . 
I t i s q u i t e c l e a r t h a t o b j e c t i v e o r s u b j e c t i v e a n a l y s i s a n d 
s y n t h e s i s c a n o n l y b e one d i v i d e s into t w o a n d n o t " c o m 
b i n e t w o i n t o o n e . " 

A n a l y s i s a n d s y n t h e s i s a r e c l o s e l y c o n n e c t e d . T h e r e 
i s s y n t h e s i s i n a n a l y s i s a n d a n a l y s i s i n s y n t h e s i s . A s 
E n g e l s s a i d i n r e f e r e n c e t o t h e s c i e n c e o f c h e m i s t r y : 
" C h e m i s t r y , i n w h i c h analysis is the p r e d o m i n a n t f o r m 
of investigation, is n o t h i n g w i t h o u t its opposite pole — 
s y n t h e s i s " (Dialectics of Nature). Y a n g H s i e n - c h e n a n d 
c o m p a n y d e n i e d t h e c o n n e c t i o n b e t w e e n a n a l y s i s a n d 
s y n t h e s i s a n d s a i d t h a t " a n a l y s i s m e a n s ' o n e d i v i d e s i n t o 
t w o ' w h i l e s y n t h e s i s m e a n s ' c o m b i n e t w o i n t o o n e . ' " T h i s 
w a s t h e s a m e s t u f f a s t h e b o u r g e o i s d u a l i s m p r e a c h e d 
b y T r o t s k y : " P o l i t i c s — M a r x i s t , a r t — b o u r g e o i s . " 

C h a i r m a n M a o p o i n t s o u t i n On Contradiction: " I t w a s 
not u n t i l M a r x a n d E n g e l s , the great protagonists of the 
proletarian m o v e m e n t , h a d s y n t h e s i z e d the posit ive 
achievements i n the h i s t o r y of h u m a n k n o w l e d g e a n d , i n 
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p a r t i c u l a r , c r i t i c a l l y absorbed the r a t i o n a l e l e m e n t s of 
H e g e l i a n dialectics a n d created the great t h e o r y of d i a l e c 
t ical a n d h i s t o r i c a l m a t e r i a l i s m that a n u n p r e c e d e n t e d 
revolut ion o c c u r r e d i n t h e h i s t o r y of h u m a n k n o w l e d g e . " 

C h a i r m a n M a o h a s m o s t p r o f o u n d l y e x p l a i n e d h o w t h e 
f o u n d e r s o f M a r x i s m a n a l y z e d a n d s y n t h e s i z e d t h e 
a c h i e v e m e n t s i n t h e h i s t o r y o f h u m a n k n o w l e d g e . M a r x 
a n d E n g e l s n e i t h e r a f f i r m e d n o r n e g a t e d H e g e l i a n d i a l e c 
t i c s i n i t s e n t i r e t y , b u t , d i v i d i n g o n e i n t o t w o , c r i t i c i z e d 
i t s i d e a l i s t s h e l l a n d a b s o r b e d i t s r a t i o n a l k e r n e l . S u c h 
a n a l y s i s a n d s y n t h e s i s f u l l y d e m o n s t r a t e d t h e t h o r o u g h 
g o i n g p r o l e t a r i a n r e v o l u t i o n a r y s p i r i t a n d s c i e n t i f i c 
a t t i t u d e w h i c h t h e y c o n s i s t e n t l y a d v o c a t e d . T h i s i s a 
b r i l l i a n t e x a m p l e f o r u s t o f o l l o w . 

T h e p r o c e s s o f s u m m i n g u p o u r e x p e r i e n c e i s a l s o o n e 
o f a n a l y s i s a n d s y n t h e s i s . B y u n d e r t a k i n g v a r i o u s k i n d s 
o f s t r u g g l e s i n s o c i a l p r a c t i c e , m e n h a v e a c c u m u l a t e d r i c h 
e x p e r i e n c e s , s o m e s u c c e s s f u l a n d s o m e n o t . I n s u m m i n g 
u p e x p e r i e n c e , i t i s n e c e s s a r y t o d i s t i n g u i s h t h e r i g h t 
f r o m t h e w r o n g , a f f i r m w h a t i s c o r r e c t a n d n e g a t e w h a t 
i s w r o n g . T h i s m e a n s , u n d e r t h e g u i d a n c e o f M a r x i s m -
L e n i n i s m - M a o T s e t u n g T h o u g h t , r e c o n s t r u c t i n g t h e r i c h 
d a t a o f p e r c e p t i o n o b t a i n e d f r o m p r a c t i c e , " d i s c a r d i n g the 
dross a n d selecting the essential , e l i m i n a t i n g the false 
a n d r e t a i n i n g the true, proceeding f r o m t h e one to t h e 
other a n d f r o m the outside to the i n s i d e , " r a i s i n g p e r c e p 
t u a l k n o w l e d g e t o t h e l e v e l o f r a t i o n a l k n o w l e d g e a n d 
g r a s p i n g t h e i n h e r e n t l a w s o f a t h i n g . T h e m o v e m e n t 
o f o p p o s i t e s — one d i v i d e s into t w o — r u n s t h r o u g h o u t 
t h i s p r o c e s s . W i t h t h e e x p e r i e n c e s u m m e d u p i n t h i s 
w a y , w e a r e a b l e t o u p h o l d t h e t r u t h a n d c o r r e c t o u r 
m i s t a k e s , " p o p u l a r i z e o u r s u c c e s s f u l e x p e r i e n c e a n d d r a w 
the lessons from o u r m i s t a k e s . " 
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R E A C T I O N A R Y T R E N D O F I N T E R N A T I O N A L 
R E V I S I O N I S M 

W a s t h e r e a c t i o n a r y p h i l o s o p h y " c o m b i n e t w o i n t o 
o n e " a c r e a t i o n b y t h e r e n e g a d e s L i u S h a o - c h i , Y a n g 
H s i e n - c h e n a n d t h e i r i l k ? N o ! I t w a s n o t h i n g b u t a 

! v a r i a n t , u n d e r n e w h i s t o r i c a l c o n d i t i o n s , o f t h e t h e o r y 
o f " c o n c i l i a t i o n o f c o n t r a d i c t i o n s " o f t h e o l d - l i n e o p p o r 
t u n i s t s a n d r e v i s i o n i s t s . 

S i n c e t h e e m e r g e n c e o f M a r x i s m , t h e m o r t a l e n e m i e s 
o f s c i e n t i f i c s o c i a l i s m h a v e o p e n l y a d v e r t i s e d t h e r e a c 
t i o n a r y t h e o r y o f " c o n c i l i a t i o n o f c o n t r a d i c t i o n s . " P r o u -
d h o n d e c l a r e d t h a t h e w a n t e d t o " s e e k t h e p r i n c i p l e o f 

j a c c o m m o d a t i o n " s o a s t o c o n c i l i a t e t h e c o n t r a d i c t i o n s o f 
c a p i t a l i s t s o c i e t y . D i i h r i n g u t t e r e d s u c h n o n s e n s e a s 

i t h a t t h e w o r l d w a s " i n d i v i s i b l e " a n d " t h e r e a r e n o c o n 
t r a d i c t i o n s i n t h i n g s . " T h e r e a c t i o n a r y c h i e f t a i n s o f t h e 
S e c o n d I n t e r n a t i o n a l v a i n l y a t t e m p t e d t o r e p l a c e r e v o l u -

; t i o n a r y d i a l e c t i c s w i t h v u l g a r e v o l u t i o n i s m a n d r e p l a c e 
t h e M a r x i s t t h e o r i e s o f c l a s s s t r u g g l e a n d t h e d i c t a t o r s h i p 
o f t h e p r o l e t a r i a t w i t h t h e t h e o r y o f " c l a s s c o l l a b o r a t i o n . " 
K a u t s k y t r u m p e t e d t h a t " t h e r e a r e n o t w o c l a s s e s i n a 
s o c i e t y t h a t d o n o t h a v e c o m m o n i n t e r e s t s . T h e r e w e r e 
c o m m o n i n t e r e s t s e v e n b e t w e e n t h e s l a v e o w n e r a n d h i s 
s l a v e s . " " T h e r e a r e i n d e e d c o m m o n i n t e r e s t s b e t w e e n 
t h e c a p i t a l i s t s a n d t h e w o r k e r s . " O n e a n d a l l , t h e y w e r e 
o n l y f l e e t i n g i n t r u d e r s i n h i s t o r y . R e l e n t l e s s c r i t i c i s m 
a n d e x p o s u r e b y M a r x , E n g e l s a n d L e n i n s h o w e d t h e s e 

[ t y p e s u p i n t h e i r t r u e c o l o u r s . 
W h e n , a f t e r t h e v i c t o r y o f t h e O c t o b e r R e v o l u t i o n , t h e 

S o v i e t p e o p l e , u n d e r t h e l e a d e r s h i p o f S t a l i n , e m b a r k e d 
u p o n s o c i a l i s t i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n a n d a g r i c u l t u r a l c o l l e c 
t i v i z a t i o n , D e b o r i n a n d c o m p a n y j u m p e d f o r t h t o f r e n -
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z i e d l y o p p o s e L e n i n ' s t h e o r y o f t h e u n i t y o f o p p o s i t e s . 
T h e y m a i n t a i n e d t h a t c o n t r a d i c t i o n s a p p e a r e d n o t a t t h e 
i n c e p t i o n o f a p r o c e s s b u t o n l y w h e n i t h a d d e v e l o p e d t o 
a c e r t a i n s t a g e a n d t h a t t h e r e s o l u t i o n o f c o n t r a d i c t i o n s 
w a s t h e " c o n c i l i a t i o n o f o p p o s i t e s . " T h i s t h e o r y o f " c o n 
c i l i a t i o n o f c o n t r a d i c t i o n s " o f D e b o r i n ' s w a s a r e f l e c t i o n 
i n p h i l o s o p h y o f B u k h a r i n ' s t h e o r y o f " t h e d y i n g o u t o f 
c l a s s s t r u g g l e " w h i c h a l l e g e d t h a t " c a p i t a l i s m w i l l 
p e a c e a b l y g r o w i n t o s o c i a l i s m . " T h i s r e a c t i o n a r y p h i l o s 
o p h y f o r t h e r e s t o r a t i o n o f c a p i t a l i s m w a s s t e r n l y 
c r i t i c i z e d b y S t a l i n . M o d e r n r e v i s i o n i s m , h o w e v e r , 
b l a t a n t l y r e v i v e d a n d d e v e l o p e d D e b o r i n ' s r e a c t i o n a r y 
p h i l o s o p h y . P o s i n g a s a s a v i o u r , K h r u s h c h o v c l a m o u r e d : 
" T h e w o r l d i s w h o l e a n d i n d i v i s i b l e i n f a c e o f t h e t h r e a t 
o f n u c l e a r d i s a s t e r . T h a t i s w h e r e w e a l l a r e t h e h u m a n 
r a c e . " I n r e s p o n s e , h i s a c a d e m i c t i t l e - h o l d i n g s e r v a n t s 
c l a m o u r e d t h a t t h e l a w o f t h e u n i t y o f o p p o s i t e s w a s 
" o u t m o d e d , " t h a t u n i t y h a d " b e c o m e t h e s o u r c e a n d m o 
t i v e f o r c e p l a y i n g a c o n s t a n t r o l e i n s o c i a l p r o g r e s s , " e t c . 
T h e y s h a m e l e s s l y d e s c r i b e d t h i s r e n e g a d e r e v i s i o n i s t 
p h i l o s o p h y a s " c r e a t i v e l y d e v e l o p i n g M a r x i s m - L e n i n i s m . " 

I n f a c e o f t h i s r e v i s i o n i s t a d v e r s e c u r r e n t a g a i n s t 
M a r x i s t p h i l o s o p h y , C h a i r m a n M a o , w i t h g r e a t p r o l e t a r 
i a n s t r e n g t h o f m i n d , r e p e a t e d l y s t r e s s e d t h e g r e a t i m 
p o r t a n c e o f d i s s e m i n a t i n g m a t e r i a l i s t d i a l e c t i c s . H e 
p o i n t e d o u t : "We want gradually to disseminate dialec
tics, and to ask everyone gradually to learn tlie use of 
the scientific dialectical method" {Speech at the Chinese 
Communist Party's National Conference on Propaganda 
Work). I n h i s s p e e c h a t t h e M o s c o w M e e t i n g o f C o m 
m u n i s t a n d W o r k e r s ' P a r t i e s i n 1 9 5 7 , C h a i r m a n M a o o n c e 
a g a i n e x p o u n d e d i n a d e e p - g o i n g w a y t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
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dialectics of one divides into two, giving a head-on blow 
to the revisionist adverse current. 

The historical experience of the international com
munist movement has repeatedly proved that if a Marx
ist-Leninist political party does not observe, analyze and 
handle problems from the viewpoint of dialectical ma
terialism and historical materialism, it will commit 
mistakes and degenerate politically. Since modern re 
visionism has thoroughly betrayed dialectical material
ism and historical materialism and thoroughly betrayed 
the proletarian revolution and the dictatorship of the 
proletariat, it has inevitably gone further and further 
down the road of revisionism and degenerated into social-
imperialism. 

The reactionary theory of "conciliation of contradic
tions" has become a tool today for social-imperialism in 
intensifying its fascist dictatorship, pushing an aggressive 
policy and in collaborating wi th U.S. imperialism and 
contending with it for world hegemony. Social-imperial
ism vehemently clamours for the creation of a "socialist 
community" and "giving first place to common interests." 
This is a vain attempt on its par t to obliterate the dif
ferences between the aggressor and the victim of aggres
sion, the exploiter and the exploited, the controlling and 
the controlled. It wants the working people of the coun
tries in the "community" to sacrifice their own interests, 
give up their independence and sovereignty and "merge" 
completely into the "enti ty" of colonial rule by social-
imperialism. But the reactionary theory of "conciliation 
of contradictions" can in no way save it from its doom. 
The inherent laws of dialectics are independent of the 
will of the revisionists. It has become an irresistible 
historical trend today for the people of the whole world, 
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a n d m a n y m e d i u m - s i z e d a n d s m a l l c o u n t r i e s , t o u n i t e a n d 
o p p o s e h e g e m o n y b y t h e t w o s u p e r p o w e r s , U . S . i m p e r i a l 
i s m a n d s o c i a l - i m p e r i a l i s m , a n d d r a w a c l e a r l i n e o f d e 
m a r c a t i o n b e t w e e n t h e m s e l v e s a n d t h e s e s u p e r p o w e r s . 
R e v o l u t i o n a r y d i a l e c t i c s i s s t r i k i n g f i r m r o o t i n t h e h e a r t s 
o f t h e p e o p l e , i s b e i n g g r a s p e d b y m o r e a n d m o r e M a r x i s t -
L e n i n i s t p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s a n d r e v o l u t i o n a r y p e o p l e . I t 
h a s b e c o m e t h e i r s h a r p w e a p o n i n m a k i n g r e v o l u t i o n . 
S o l o n g a s t h e y i n t e g r a t e t h e u n i v e r s a l t r u t h o f M a r x i s m -
L e n i n i s m w i t h t h e c o n c r e t e p r a c t i c e i n t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
m o v e m e n t o f t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e c o u n t r i e s , t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
p e o p l e o f a l l l a n d s w i l l o v e r t h r o w t h e e n t i r e o l d w o r l d 
a n d w i n f i n a l v i c t o r y i n t h e p r o l e t a r i a n w o r l d r e v o l u t i o n . 
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