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issairflies
publicof China.

Start practicing.

The 27,fin shareholders and l4,0OO employees of Swissair believe that tbe more you krrow a tmut trrvel, the better it is for you Aad us

Any mail for me?
wd yoiu m6i yo-u x)n?
1\EipEt=2

Come in, please
qing iln liii
iE' E *.

A little more please
qin+ z;i l;i yt dibn dr.
iE* rri * - ,+, .lL"

A table for two please.
w6 ydo liing gb zio wdi
ly* fr+tE{L.
The menu please
qing gii w6 Vr fdn cdi den
iE tA1\-ft* 4"

Rice, beef, pork, vegetable,
nn , ntu rout znu tout qtng cat
ifr., + 6, ,* A, F *"

The check please.
qtng nt Da znang oan get wo
ia ififl 0k 4 9a 1\.

It was very good.
hdn hdo.
tR ,1.

r-ffi-)ry

wo dd mdi gu'o d) xido sh't

+ie!- tr^,t.E

*y ,

My size in America is

lin delighted to have this chance to meet you,
w6 hin xi huZn ydu jt hu't ren sh't nin
* 'tR A /^ E tL A il iF 13r"

What is your name, sir?
xian sheng nin gd ing?
+. +, ![ fr t+?

I like your country.
wo hdn xi huan nin dE gub jia
+t 1R g lx !!ri b\ B X"
Do you speak English?
nin shub ytng yi mA?

!:[ iti 4 iE !g?
This is my flrst time here.
zhd sil w6 di y't c) ddo zhi 6r tdi?
ts E +t H-k ltJ ts n *.

To your health
zhi nin jiin kdng.
tE 1( fi3 rt"

Thank you, I had a wonderful time
xid xi!, wd wdn d6 hdn yi kuji
iti irt, {k ,i i+ 1R ,Ift ,l*.

@

Please call me at seven in the morning
qing nI ziio shing qi diin zh-ong iiio w6
iE{fi+ L t.fi f+ !+fli.

I want a room for a week.
wb $o yT gd fing iiln thi yi xtng q'i.
1\4--+E l"l li-EHfl.

Here is my passport
zhi shi wo dE hi zh;io
ilE+t0!{F fla"g,

ta )j.
t7/),

0t

I would like to buy this
w6 ydo mdi zhh gb
#*xBt.

I am just looking around.
w6 zhi shi kin ktn
+K,E.E€8"

I will take it with me.
w6 v;io deii zhd gE

l( r ffi E I o

Show me porcelain, please
qing ni gdi wo kin kbn ci q)
A ltt, t'.; 1\ € € fl H.

( ?arrortation -)
:fu,

Where is the train to Nankingl
qi ndn jng db hub chd zdi ni 6r?
*6 HE!,t +1rN)L?
I want to see the Creat Wall
w6 ydo cdn gu-an chAng chdng
lt* I A K ffi.

Taxi.

fi ch6ng che
it ii +"
Take me to the airport, please
qing ni sbng w6 qi fe1 it ching
ie lfi E 4\ *nilL rh.

Swissair has weekly flighs from
Zurich to Peking and Shanghai. With
connections from New York, Chicago,
Boston, Toronto, or Montreal. And
Swissair's worldwide network includes
88 cities in 62 countries on 5 continents

Once your application for travel has '

been approved by the Chinese authori-
ties, Swissair hopes this phrase guide will
help make your trip
more enjoyable.

For details see
your travel agent,
or Swissair.

(ry lo p.onunciatbn oI thChire phomli. alphabet. The Piny n synem, a phonet( alphaber ulilizins wene.n characre6, ts in use throu8hout China
Q rs pronounced as rhe ch in qherx a! the sh io sherzh a, the i in iudse/A as the. in Elher/O as ihe aw rn sry/t ar the er in hs/t as lhe e in RiUar tha u in rudeiC as lhe
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NEW FILMS FBOM THE

PEOPLE'S BEPUBLIC OF CHINA

ISLAND
MILITIA
WOMEN

A feature film-
The story of the women of China--
a moving example of the unity built
between men and women in the
fight against tyranny. and the real
progress of Chinese women towards
equality.

Eng. subtitles 120 min. Color

BATTLESONG

OF TACHING
An art documentary-
Stirring story of the outstanding
achievements of the people of
China in developing the Taching
Oilfield. Their enthusiasm in buil-
ding up their country makes this
documentary as exciting as any ad-
venture film.

Eng. subtitles 90 min. Color

More films from the PRC with
English subtitles available later this
year.

For further information, contact:

OCTOBER FILMS
BOX 5690

CHICAGO,IL 60680
(312) 427-2210

Winter 1977

Published quarterly by the US-China Peoples Friendship Association
Volume 3, Number 4

4 USCPFA News

7 Books

11 The Politics of Population Planning - Norman Chance
For euery nouth to feed, there are two hands to work

17 Power Play . . . or Gontinuing Revolution?
Paul T. K. Lin ansoers questions about the "gang of four"

Special Bonus Pull-Out:
Chinese Woodcut Wall Calendar
for 1978

47 Bucking the "Exaggeration Wind" - William Hinton
Part III of an interuiew with Dazhai's Chen Yong-gui

53 Friendship Has A History: Koji Ariyoshi
- Hugh Deane

61 China Poems - Margaret Burroughs

63 USCPFA Addresses

@ rgZZ by the US-China Peoples Friendship Association. Alt rights reserved. Printed in the United Srates of America.
Published quarterly. Yearly subscription rates - domestic, $4; foreign, $5; institutionat, g8. NEv CHrNA,4r Union Square
West Room 7zr, New York, N.Y. rrco3. Second-class postage paid at New York, N.Y., and ar addirional mailing offices.
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NewChina
Autumn 1977 Volume 3, Number 4

4r Union Square !7est, Room 7zr
New York, N.Y. rooo3

Cover: Photo by Frank Kehl. Yice-Premier
Chen Yong-gui surueys crop ofi reclaimed
riuer bed, Xiyang County, r97t.

Editorial Committee: Margaret M. Bald,
Dell Bisdorf, James T. Caldwell, Michael
Chinoy, Vicki Garvin, Helen Gerson,
Mary Lou Greenberg, Alice Grunfeld,
Nancy Jervis, Frank Kehl, Karen Kerpen,
Stanley Marcus, Peter Perl, Fred Pincus,

Judy Polumbaum, Ronni Sandroff, Mark
Sherman, Fritz Silber, Carol Lew Simons,
Gerald Tannebaum, Edith K. Vogel,
Janet Yang

General Manager: Peggy Seeger. Office
Manager: Peter Schmidt. Copy Editor:
Ruth Misheloff. Photo Editor: Marc Jahr.
UN Correspondent: Susan Sub-
scriptions: Paula Holland. tion:
Jack Berk

Magazine Committee: James Aronson,
Kathy Chamberlain (Chairperson), Peter
Chau, Marion Cohen, !?illiam Friedheim,
Helen Gee, Faye Glasser, Harold Glasser,
Torh Grunfeld, Mary Heathcote, Dorothy
Loo Kehl, Harold Leventhal, James Nesi,
Ruth Nesi, Michael Perpich, Jean
Pohoryles, Helen Rosen, Margot White

National Publications Committee:
Christy Cannon, Arthur Dana, Chris
Gilmartin (Chairperson), Joseleyne Slade
Tien, Jan Ting, Dottie Uhl

Acknowledgments: Diane Alexander,
Eugene Bellin, Judy Bellin, Bettina Car-
bonell, Norman Chance, Bob Coe, Marvin
Hoshino, Linda Lane , Tony Lentini,
Samuel Rosen, Randi Schmidt, Ted
Tessler, Odoric Wou

The staff and volunteers wish to thank
Margot White for her two years' service
as General Manager.

The opinions expressed in signed articles
are not necessarily those of Nrv Crtrxe
or the US-China Peoples Friendship Asso-
ciation. Items signed by the National
Steering Committee represent the national
voice of the USCPFA.

Nr,w CsrN.t welcomes manuscripts and
ideas for articles. Authors should first sub-
mit a brief description of their subject and
indicate what material will be used to
develop it. Please include a stamped, self-
addressed envelope.

USCPFA News

The national USCPFA campaign to get
China admitted to the r98o Olympic Games
has been taken up energetically by the
Chicago local. Last spring an Ad Hoc Com-
mittee for China in the '8o Olympics was
formed, including both USCPFA members
and others who want to see China restored
to its rightful place on the International
Olympics Committee (IOC), thus enabling
Chinese athletes to compete in the r98o
winter games in Lake Placid, N.Y., and the
summer games in Moscow. The Ad Hoc
Committee has had several internal educa-
tionals. At one, Dennis Brutus, exiled South
African poet and president of ARENA (the
Institute for Sport and Social Analysis) and
of SAN-ROC (South African Non-Racial
Olympic Committee) spoke about his ex-
periences in the successful effort to have
South Africa banned from the Games be-
cause of its apartheid policies, and the his-
tory of China and the Olympics.

As a result of this discussion, the Com-
mittee sent a telegram to the IOC's annual
meeting, June re-r9 in Prague, urging the
IOC to admit the People's Republic as "the
sole representative of the Chinese people"
and noting that "China's athletic excellence
and spirit of 'friendship first, competition
second' will make outstanding contribu-
tions to the Olympic Movement." Identical
telegrams were sent by the Chicago USCPFA
and the USCPFA National Steering Com-
mittee, and similar messages by other groups
and individuals.

Locally the Committee has sponsored a

number of film showings on sports in China
and the Olympics issue, several of them at
YMCAs and summer camps. Committee
members took petitions and a big banner
reading "Admit China to the'8o Olympics"
to a Chicago zo-kilometer distance race, set
up a table close to the finish line, and col-
lected z5o signatures - mostly from runners
who lined up to sign the petition after the
race. -I

Two ambitious series of programs on China
and Africa, using Felix Greene's film Free-
dom Railway, were held in late spring and
early summer at opposite ends of the
country - the Los Angeles area and
Providence, R.I.

The West Side Los Angeles local partici-
pated in or set up a total of 19 programs
featuring the film, a short introduction, dis-
cussion afterward when possible, and
appropriate literature, including 3oo re-
prints of "China and Angola" from Nrw
CnlNe which were distributed free.

The idea for the programs came from
activity in many Black communities and on
campuses around African Liberation Day,

May 25, and from the tremendous interest
in Africa among Black people. Initial con-
tacts were set up through USCPFA members
and people whom the Health Care Com-
mittee met at a health fair in a Black com-
munity. The showings took place at
African Liberation Day events at several
community colleges, a university, and a
trade technical school, and also in classes
at community colleges, a community center
in a Black neighborhood, and junior and
senior high schools. Audiences ranged from
six (a small class) to 90, with the average
about 5o-6o. More contacts were made in
the course of the work, many new names
added to the mailing list, and a number of
additional programs set up.

Similar success was reported by the
Providence local, which showed Freedom
Railway seven times in one week to a variety
of audiences - at the Quaker Friends' Meet-
ing House, the Third !7orld Center at
Brown University, a progressive storefront
church, the Longshoreman's International
Union Hall, and in the social rooms of
three bars, two of them in primarily work-
ing class and Black communities.

Before embarking on this series, Provi-
dence activists previewed the film and dis-
cussed the points they wanted to cover.
Most had done little if any public speaking,
so in order to develop their skills while prac-
ticing self-reliance, they set up teams of two
to handle each showing. One person de-
scribed the work of the USCPFA, en-
couraged signing the petition, pointed out
the book table, and briefly introduced the
film. AIter the film, the other member read
China's "Eight Principles of Economic Aid,"
concretizing them in terms of the movie,
then led a discussion during which all mem-
bers present helped answer questions,

"As a small local," the chapter summed
up, "we feel we made great strides with this
program. The long-range planning of so
many showings was a feat of cooperation,
team effort, and organization. We boldly
began to move our programs to new sec-

tions of the city and new audiences."

An innovative Children's Day program was
put on by the New York City local June 27.
Held at a public school, it drew z5o-3oo
children and grown-ups of different back-
grounds and nationalities, and many people
new to friendship activities. An auditorium
program included a panda film from China,
folksongs by Jim Hely of Metropolitan New
Jersey USCPFA, a Tibetan dance by teen-
agers from the Chinese community, and the
Philadelphia high school students' slide
show of their China trip.

The puppet show "Little Sisters of the
Grasslands" was performed several times
during the day. Children - and some adults

-,had their names written in Chinese charac-
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glf You Cant Send aFriend to China
Sen d cTYew China to a gFriend
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Peking's Tian An Men, beautiful Kweilin, the magnificent
Great Wall-places you and friends have long awaited
to visit. Unfortunately, untilwe have fulldiplomatic rela-
tions between our countries, travel to the People's
Republic of China will be extremely difficult. But there is
a way ihat you can share the China experience with
your family and friends. No movie camera or slide pro-
jectors needed. And you need not apply for a visa.

In the pages of NEw CHrNn Magazi.ne you can tour
Kweilin and see the breathtaklng karst structures
through the professional camera lens of Audrey
Topping jog on the Great Wall with Olympic
athletes visit factories and commune, schools and
museums, and meet the Chinese people . . . witness
some of the important moments of contemporary
Chinese history through the eyes of ordinary Americans
. . get impressions of life in China from leading figures
like Benjamin Spock and Harry Belafonte.

The look and feel of China, in every issue - and
analysis, too. No economic crisis in China? Economists
Paul Sweezy and Harry Magdoff tell you why. China's
nuclear policles? Learn about them from Harvard inter-
national affairs researcher Jonathan Pollack. The mean-
ing of events and policies since the death of Mao Tse-

tung? Read Profes'sor Paul Lin's analysis of the "gang of
four." The views and experiences of China's leaders?
Hear them direct, as recorded in Wlliam Hinton's
exclusive interviews with Vice-Premier Chen Yong-gui.

lllhatever you and your friends want to know about
China - schools, marriage, food, religion, work, play -

you willfind in NrwCnrr'nMagazine. Its broad coverage
makes it a perfect holiday gift for everyone. And the
price is right - six big issues for only $5.75.

Use the envelope inserted in the magazine to send in
your subscriptions. We will notify recipients to expect
their first "tour" of China, as a gift from you.
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ters (one of the most popular activities),
silkscreened their own panda posters,
played ingenious games designed by Chinese
engineering students from Rutgers Univer-
sity, and drew "friendship pictures" to be
taken to Chinese children by the next
USCPFA activists' trip. All this plus bal-
loons, panda T-shirts, arts and crafts, food,
and books for adults and children. Forty
USCPFA members helped out. Thirty new
people added their names to the mailing
list and several joined Association com-
mittees,

A packet on how to put on a Children's
Day program, including the puppet show
script, can be obtained from the NYC local.

At Antioch College, a three-day symposium
honoring the late Edgar Snow was held
May 5-7. Organized by Min-chih Chou,
with the assistance of Yellow Springs
USCPFA members and others, the pro-
gram's aim was "to help build friendship
and understanding and to reach beyond the
academic community" in the spirit of Edgar
Snow. It was noted that Snow "was a middle
American who wrote for other middle
Americans" in plain language, without
jargon, and therefore could reach both
specialized China scholars and the general
public.

Speakers included Victor Nee, who

studied at Peking University and the Foreign
Languages Institute; Paul Lin, Director of
East Asian Studies and Chairman of the
Department of East Asian Languages and
Literature at McGill University; James Peck,
co-author ol China: Tbe Uninterrupted
Reuolution; Mark Selden, professor of
Chinese history at Washington University
in St. Louis; John Service, member of the
U.S. Foreign Service in China, r91s-4jt
and Edgar Snow's widow, actress and
author Lois Wheeler Snow.

The Midwest Region sponsored a con{er-
ence Juni: 3-5 in Cincinnati entitled "New
China: Toward a Deeper Understanding of
Friendship." Called as a means of streng-
thening friendship work throughout the
region, it involved roo people (a number of
them new) hom zt cities, helped deepen ties
between locals, and aided in developing re-

sources for the use of all chapters. Some of
the topics of Saturday's presentations \Mere

Education and Human Development; Art
for the People; Socialist Construction - the
Red Flag Canal; Minorities; Recreation;
'Workers; China and Africa; and 'Women

and Revolution. On Sunday panel discus-
sions on "Freedom in China" and "The
Continuing Revolution: China after Mao"
were followed by workshops for the ex-
change of ideas and experiences.

Both people new to the USCPFA and
those already active were enthusiastic about
the usefulness of the conference in building
friendship work. 

,i

A fair and a feast kept St. Louis USCPFA
members busy in May and June. On May
30 the local participated in the "Gypsy
Caravan," an antiques and crafts fair. Their
sales booth brought China and the Associa-
tion to the attention of many, while also
raising some funds for future work. The
"China Feast" was held on June z7 at the
Lantern House Restaurant, where the owner
and chef put on a cooking demonstration
and then served a delicious multi-course
meal. The evening also included a slide
show with background music, a film from
China, and a literature-and-gift table.

USCPFA members in every part of the coun-
try attended weekend regional conferences
during the spring and summer to prepare
for the fourth annual National USCPFA
Convention, held in Atlanta on Labor Day
weekend, Sept. z-5. The next issue of Nnw
CnrNe will carry a report on the convention
and the names of the newly elected USCPFA
National Steering Committee.

Nr,w CuINe welcomes neus ol Association
actiuities around the country,
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Eight Books

China's Industrial Revolution: Politics,
Planning, and Management, 1949 to the
Present. By Stephen Andors. Pantheon
Books, New York, ry77. 344 pp. $6.95.
How do Chinese workers participate in the
management of the factories they work in,
and how much "say" do they have ? How
have the Chinese tried to resolve the con-
tradiction between local factory manage-
ment and centralized national planning ?

In exploring these questions for 'Western

readers, an author has the none-too-easy
task of first explaining the new, diverse, and
often unfamiliar forms of organization that
have been developed in China's socialist
enterprises, Andors, who became interested
in some of these problems in the mid-r96os
and is now a research associate at the East
Asian Institute of Columbia University, does
this well. He also describes the struggles
that produced these new, democratic forms.
China rejected the Soviet system of "one-
man management" and has gone on to
"enlarge the scope of worker participation"
in factory management beyond anything
seen in the'West. - cc

Commune: Life in Rural China. By Peggy
Printz and Paul Steinle. Dodd, Mead, New
Y otk, 1977. r92 pp. Illus. $6.qS. Paul Steinle,
'ITestinghouse Broadcasting Company's
bureau chief in Hongkong, and Peggy
Printz, freelance journalist, had the rare
opportunity of filming a TV documentary
at Kwang Li People's Commune in ry71.
This book is a look into rural China based
on that visit. It provides fairly comprehen-
sive coverage of different aspects of life on
the commune and contains a wealth of
statistics that could have made this book a
valuable study of China's countryside. How-
ever, the authors' attitude toward the
Chinese Communist Party (CCP), which is
portrayed as completely authoritarian,
colors their description. Their image of the
CCP makes it difficult for them to present
the evolution of the communes without con-
tradicting themselves, since the CCP worked
together with the people and led them to
realize the advantages of higher levels of
collectivization. The authors dispose of this
in less than a page and repeatedly imply
that the communes are a result of the CCP's
whimsical decrees. The book is amply
illustrated and the lives of the Chinese
people do come through despite the authors'
bias. - 

pc

Toward a New World Outlook: A Docu-
mentary History of Education in the
People's Republic of China, ry49-r976.Ed.
Shi Ming Hu and Eli Seifman. AMS Press,

When it comes to the Orient
CPAir speaks your language.
Choose from two daily
nonstop flights.
Los Angeles to
Vancouver.

Come with CPAir on a
nonstop flight to Vancouver
and enjoy a standard of
service that's anything but
standard.

Nonstop 747 service
from Vancouver to the
Orient4timesaweek.
CPAir's 747s leave
Vancouver every Tuesday,
Wednesday, Friday and
Sunday on a nonstop flight to
Tokyo. With same plane
service on to Hong Kong
3 times a week.
Call your travel agent. Or

'Air
Canadian Pacific

Traveling to the People's
Republic of China ?

lf you or your group has
been fortunate enough to
receive an invitation to
the People's Republic of
China, Focus on Travel can
be of assistance to you.

Focus on Travel has
planned many successful
group trips throughout the
world, and to New China.
We welcome the opportunity
to meet with you and your
group to discuss requirements,
itineraries, points of
interest, and stopovers.

The success of any trip,
regardless of its destination,
depends upon planning and
preparation. Contact us !
We are prepared to insure
that success by providing
experienced, thoughtf ul
servrces.

FOCUS ON TRAVEL
11-15 154th St.
Whitestone, N.Y. 11357
Telephone : (2121 767 -5455
Collect calls accepted.

Woodblock Prints
of the
Peasant Paintings
of Huhsien County,
The People's
Republic of China
Each woodblock orint hand-oulled in
multi-color on ric6 paper in h limited
edition and mounted'ori silk brocade.

Cutulog cu,ailable

Nnw CulNa Anrs ConponnrroN
225 Park Avenue South
NewYork. N.Y.10003

Tel: (212) 777-6110
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Announcing a New

PEK!NG CHINESE.ENGLISH
ORTHOGRAPHIC DICTIONARY

Published by rhe Michigan lnstitute of Psychosynthesis

A contribution to the Chinese Language Revolution
in accordance with Chairman Mao's instructions:

"Wennzii biixu ggaaigge, yaao zzoou Shiiiiee Wennzii
goongtonngde Pinvin Fangxiaang."

"{-+'ii7F&$. +rt-t*K
{+*rQ it+++5/ol 

" 
,,

"The written language must be reformed; it should
follow the common direction of the phonetic alphabet,
which has been taken by the world's languages."

Chinese-English Dictionary, $7.5o; postage and handling
add $ .5o.

Enclosed is $ for copres,

Signature

Send this form with your check or money order to:
Vorld Journal of Psychosynthesis

Box 859

East Lansing, Michigan 48823

Bulletin of Goncerned
Asian Scholars

A quarterly journal with a focus on
Itnperialism, Revolution, Social Change;

Capitalist Underdevelopment and Socialist Development

Essays on Asian Political Economy
A Selection

The Persistence of Poverty in India (T. 'fi/eisskopf, 9:r)
Mass Campaigns in Chinese Industry (S. Andors, 8:4)
On Jon Halliday's Japanese Capitalisrn (H. Bix, 8:3)

American Global Enterprise (Selden, 7:z)
Southeast Asian OiI (Morrow, 7:z)

"Green Revolution" or Social Revolution? (R. Franke, 6:4)
Agrarian Crisis in India (G. Omvedt, 6:4)

Sanya: Japan's Internal Colony (8. Nee, 6:3)
Political Economy of Decentralization in China (S. Andors, 6:3)

The Japanese 
'Worker (J. Moore, 6:3)

Financial Aspects of Chinese Plaming (R. Berger, 6:z)
"Modern Times" in Hong Kong (J. Salatr, 6:r)

Agribusiness in Theiland (R. Doner, 6:r)

Subscriptions
Regular
Outside N. America

Libraries/lnstitutions
Full-time Students
Students outside N. America
Second-class Overseas Air

z yrs. 3 yrs.
$r5 $zr
$rz $24

$r4 per yr.
$ 6 per yr.
$ 7 per yr.
$r9 per yr.

r yr.
$8
$e

For complete listing or subscription, write to:
BCAS, P.O. Box W, Charlernont, MA or339

New York, ry76. nS pp. Cloth, $zr.5o;
paper, $q.gs. To answer the question
"'Whom does education serve ?" two State
University of New York professors have
assembled an important and varied collec-
tion of documents on educational change
in China. The book includes directives,
speeches, announcements, investigative re-
ports, and news-commentaries from Chinese
publications or monitored newscasts. Es-
pecially interesting are short excerpts from
a middle school science text and interviews
with two recent high school graduates who
have left China, one with permission and
one without. The authors also provide
transcripts of their 1974-75 interviews with
educators in primary and secondary schools,
universities, and May 7th cadre schools. A
valuable contribution is the periodizing of.

the history of education since Liberation.
Each group of sources is preceded by the
editors' analysis of that period, making this
text a handy resource for educators as well
as a mine of information for the general
reader. - AL

Blue and White: The Cotton Embroideries
of Rural China. By Muriel Baker and
Margaret Lunt. Charles Scribners' Sons,
NewYork, 1977.ro2pp. Illus. $14.95. These
simple cotton folk embroideries, made by
the peasants of China, were used as bed

valances, door hangings, and decorations
for clothing. The beautifully worked de-
signs, not found anywhere else in Chinese
art, tell stories, depict myths, and even
make puns. The finest are from Sichuan
(Szechuan) Province. As a tradition, how-
ever, these embroideries died out about 4o
years ago; the majority of the pieces de-
picted in this book were collected in the
r93os by Dr. Carl Schuster, a student of folk
motifs. For the student this book details
the interesting history and distribution of
a little-known folk art. For the amateur or
professional craftsman the book includes
all the information rtgcessary to recreate or
adapt these unique enibroideries. - 

ps

The Boehm Journey to Ching-te-chen,
China: Birthplace of Porcelain. By Frank J.
Cosentino. Edward Marshall Boehm, Inc.
Trenton, 1976. r59 pp. Illus. $p.So. Ching-
te-chen, a small, almost inaccessible, un-
walled city in North China, has been a

mecca for porcelain for thousands of years,

ln rTrz a Jesuit missionary described the
city of 3,ooo kilns and r8,ooo families of
potters: "approaching at nightfall, the scene

reminds one of a city in flames." ln 1974,

members of the Edward Marshall Boehm
Studios, one of the most renowned creators
of porcelain in the United States, visited
Ching-te-chen to exchange techniques with

Chinese craftsmen. This book is a diary of
their journey, which included visits to
studios and factories and discussions with
craftsmen in six cities.

\7hile the Boebm Journey provides an
introduction to the crafts of China and
sketches the fascinating history of Ching-te-
chen, it offers little on the role of these crafts
in new China or on the changes that have

occurred in this famous city of artisans
during the last quarter-century. Most of
Ching-te-chen's zo factories have been re-
built since 1949, and the first railroad to
join the city to the rest of China will soon
be completed. The author chooses to con-
centrate on artistic techniques and dinner
menus. - PS

China's Minority Nationalities: Selected
Articles from Chinese Sources. Red Sun

Publishers, San Francisco, 1977. 2s7 pp.
Illus. $l.gs. The Olunchun people of the
Khinghan Mountains wore animal skins,
slept under birch bark, and warmed them-
selves by campfires. The "mountain-hop-
ping Yaos" were so called because in times
of drought they abandoned their homes for
better farmland. Feudal oppression, dwind-
ling populations, Han chauvinism, and in
some cases primitive life-styles, charac-
terized the conditions for China's S4
national minorities before the founding of
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the People's Republic. Today, Pan Mei-
ying, a Yao woman whose father died when
she was 16, introduces a superior strain of
rice to get a higher yield of rice from her
village's poor mountain slope. Tibetans,
formerly one of the most oppressed peoples,
use solar energy to heat water for bath
houses, and their industry, non-existent two
decades ago, produces coal, electricity,
machines, building materials, paper, and
textiles. China's Minority Nationalities
gathers documents and articles from China's
English-language publications to trace this
historic development from 193o to the pres-
ent. In the course of showing the dramatic
changes in the peoples' lives, it also deals
with two important questions: the signific-
ance of the Cultural Revolution for China's
minorities and the meaning of regional
autonomy in relation to overall socialist
development. - r,s

Food in Chinese Culture: Anthropological
and Historical Perspectives. Ed. K. C.
Chang. Yale University Press, New Haven,
1977. 429 pp. Illus. Cloth. gzo.oo. Did you
know that the tomatoes and chili peppers
which make Sichuan (Szechuan) cuisine so
distinctively hot were introduced into China
from the West less than roo years ago - and
that chop suey really is an indigenous dish,
from a city a few miles south of Guangzhou
(Canton) ? This excellent series of scholarly
essays by ten leading historians and an-
thropologists relates food - its gathering
and preparation - to the history and culture
of China {rom ancient to modern times. The
authors have examined primary and second-
ary sources, as well as the latest archeo-
logical findings. The famed discovery of
the znd-century B.c. "Han Tomb No. r at

Ma-wang-tui" provided a virtual culinary
history of Han times, with dozens of cases
containing remarkably preserved foods and
bamboo slips describing eating habits and
food preparation. The chapters on the
period since Liberation are weak in history
and economics, but the essay on present-day

southern China is superior in describing the
availability and preparation of food in that
area. As a whole, this pioneer work is an
indispensable addition to China studies. -
lN

The Chinese: Portrait of a People. By Alain
Peyrefitte, trans. Graham Webb. Bobbs-
Merrill Co., Inc., Indianapolis/New York,
1977.4r9 pp. Illus. gr5.oo. Peyrefitte gives
with one hand and takes back with the
other. "Anyone who would dispute rhat in
the past quarter of a century there has been
a vast improvement in the lot of China's
peasants, workers, youth and old people,"
he says, "is neither honest nor sincere; his
opinions are worthless." The people of
China are eating. China is governed. But
he then goes on to include a long section
called "The Price of Success," devotes un-
due attention to those Chinese who have
swum over to Hongkong (although he
would have to admit that the relative num-
ber is minute), and asserts that "like all
totalitarian regimes, the People's Republic
depends on a powerful repressive
apparatus."

Such myths about "totalitarian China"
have circulated in the 'West for as long as
the People's Republic has existed. They are
once again reaching a high pitch in ry77.
One might speculate that as Western coun-
tries 6nd themselves in ever-increasing
economic difficulties, the established press
(Peyre6tte is a leading European diplomat)
has launched a campaign to remind us of
the "terrible price" to be paid for change.

In the beginning oI Tbe Cbinese, Peyre-
fitte cautions: "Let us beware of being
Europe-centered - non-Chinese should as

far as possible see China through the eyes

of the Chinese." But does he heed his own
words ? Comments like "the Chinese do not
feel deprived because they never ex-
perienced real freedom," and his calling the
Cultural Revolution a "palace revolution"
and criticism-self-criticism "collective psy-
chotherapy," show that he doesn't. One
searches in vain for some fresh insight to
break through the rind of prejudice. Even
Peyrefitte's good fortune in interviewing
Chou En-Lai and Guo Mo-ro (Kuo Mo-jo)
is squandered: this valuable material is
diffused through the book so the continuity
is lost.

'Western readers need a good book on
freedom in China - one that explores the
real problems in this socialist country and
how the Chinese are struggling to solve
them. Peyre6tte does not fil1 that need. A
final caution: the book is advertised as new,
but most of it was written in 1973. - xc

Book Reuiewers: Katby Chamberlain, Peter
Cbau, Charles Coe, Anthony Lentini, James
Nesi, Peggy Seeger.
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The Rise and Fall of the "Gang of Four"
Questions and answers on the historical back-
ground of the "gang of four " 1977 38pp

100
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complete treatise including the historical back-
ground of the four. a theoretical analysis of
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The Politics of
Population Planning

by Norman Chance

For euery mouth to feed, there are two hands to work

Is there going to be a worldwide, catastrophic
"population explosion" ? Yes, say many
population experts. Newspaper and maga-
zine articles have made these predictions a
matter of common knowledge. Novels,
movies, and television shows have popu-
larized doomsday scenarios in which a de-
graded humanity - elbow to elbow and
dog-eat-dog - totters ignobly into the sun-
set.

The modern doom-sayers owe something
to Thomas Malthus, who in 1798 set out to
prove "scientifically" that the democratic
ideals of the French Revolution were con-
trary to nature. "Populationr" he wrote,
"increases geometrically 12,4,8, 16], while
food increases arithmetically [r, z, l, +)."
Thus, there always had been and always
would be more people than the means to
feed them, and it was going against nature to
fight for "the existence of a society, all of the
members of which should live in ease, happi-
ness, and comparative leisure." If the starv-
ing were allowed to live and breed, things
could only get worse. Although Malthus had
very much in mind the lower classes of

Nonuax Cuaucn is the director o-f the Contenr-
porury Chinese Studies Progratn, Departrncnt of
Anthropology, (Jniuersity of Connecticut at Storrs.
He lectured on American educatiott in seueral
Chinese uniuerities in the spring of t972.

'Western Europe, his major example was
China - which, he said, couldn't support a

"single person more." Malthus's solution
was to let nature take its course.

Malthus's predictions, of course, were
dead wrong. World population in r798 was
about one billion; today it's four billion. All
areas of the world, including China, have
experienced huge population growth. Bur
world food supplies also grew beyond
Malthus's wildest dreams - particularly
with the introduction of modern mechanized
agriculture and the opening up of new food-
producing areas such as North America and
Australia. Nevertheless, beginning about'lforld War II, some scientists began to
worry again about population problems,
refining and updating Malthus's theories to
fit the modern world.

The new Malthusians argue that the
world's major problem is simply too many
people. Too many people to feed, clothe,
house, educate, employ, and keep healthy -
given the fact that the earth's resources are
finite. Although these analysts sometimes
view with alarm differential birth rates with-
in industrialized nations - where the poorest,
least educated, and minority-group segments
of the population often have the highest
birth rates - their real concern is the non-
industrialized, Third'!7orld countries.

The examples most often cited are India

and the developing nations of Africa and
Latin America. The argumenf that over-
population is the major problem goes like
this.

Before the industrial revolution, over-
population wasn't a problem anywhere in
the world. High birth rates were everywhere
balanced out by high death rates from
famine and disease because of the backward
state of medicine, public hygiene, and agri-
cultural technology. With the industrializa-
tion of the'Western nations and Japan, and
improvements in medicine and agriculture,
these nations experienced great leaps in
population. But at the same time, reliable
methods of birth control were developed,
and married couples who were part of an
industrialized, better-educated labor force
began to make the rational decision to limit
their children to the number they could sup-
port and educate. Thus, population growth
in these nations was slowed through volun-
tary choice.

But in Third World countries, the argu-
ment continues, modern medicine and food
imported from nations with agricultural
surpluses, such as the U.S. and Canada,
have significantly lowered death rates, while
birth rates remain very high. The doubling
and even tripling of these basically agricul-
tural, ill-eCucated populations makes it
much more difficult for these countries to
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develop modern industries and mechanized
agriculture on the Western model, since so
much of their limited capital must be spent
on importing food and other necessities.

For many years, educaring Third lforld
people to limit their f amilies through modern
birth-control methods was seen as the solu-
tion to the whole problem - along with some
"miracle" strains of wheat and rice which
might ease the food problem long enough
for populations to stabilize. Today, how-
ever, with Third World populations still out-
stripping industrial and agricultural pro-
duction, many experts have concluded that
educational campaigns ate not the solution
- that the traditions and superstitions which
make for large families are too strong, and
the people too ignoranr to be trained in
scientiEc birth control. And if voluntary
population limits are not the answer, then
enforced limits come ro seem the only pos-
sible solution.

In the early seventies, the government of
India instituted a sysrem of small cash
awards to all those who agreed to be per-
manently sterilized. Bur too few people
responded. So, in 1975, the Indira Gandhi
government legalized lorced sterrlization.
The government's own figures suggest that
over seven million Indians were sterilized in
r976.

Although many 'Westerners deplored this
kind of coercion as a violation of basic
human rights, many population experts
applauded India's actions as a regrettable
but perhaps necessary model for Third
'World countries. And for those countries
which could not or would not adopt stern
measures, some experts began to discuss en-
forcing population limits through exrernal
restraints. According to their reasoning, the
industrialized nations musr not allow them-
selves to be dragged down to ruin by the
backwardness of the Third \Vorld. They
must stop sending food and other necessiries
to those nations with the worst popula-
tion problems. They musr f ace the inevitable,
close their ears, and harden their consciences
ro what happens next: mass starvation,
sweeping epidemics, riots, and civil war.
Thus, by selectively letting "nature" take
its course, the overall population will be
reduced and the "lifeboat" of civilizarion
will not be swamped with the excess popula-
tion of the poorest nations.

However, there is one glaring fact which
sharply challenges the entire argument. The
People's Republic of China cannot be made
to fit the pattern. This Third World narion,
with the world's largest population and
constituting about one-quarter of the human
race, has no problem ol ouerpopulation.
Belore ry49 China was a classically back-
ward nation, with very low levels of indus-
trial and agricultural development, high
birth rates, and high death rates due to
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A calendar reminds workers of the importance of family planning and recommends
a two-child family. (Photo: S. Dickler)
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famines and epidemics. But in rg49, years
of revolution under the leadership of the
Chinese Communist Party climaxed with
the founding of the People's Republic of
China. And things began to change. Modern
medicine and hygiene, and the elimination
of famine, brought about a rise in population
frorn around 5oo million in :1949 ro some-
where near 8oo million today - an increase
of over jo percent.

But at the same time, annual grain produc-
tion has more than doubled, from rro to z4o
million tons. Not only are the Chinese people
fed, but China has become a food-exporting
nation. All this in a country with only ro per-
cent of its land under cultivation ! Mean-
while, industrialization has proceeded stead-
ily and rapidly. There is no unemployment.
Basic needs are met -f ood, housing, clothing,
medical care, and education. Living stan-
dards are a little higher every year. And
while China is by no means complerely
industrialized, birth control on a uoLuntary
basis has significantly slowed population
growth.

How do population experts explain the
fact that China does not fir into their
accepted theories ? Some simply disregard
the new data on China. Many popular and
some scientific magazines and journals that
focus on the "worldwide" population crisis
make no more than passing reference to the
PRC.

Others, who 6nd it a little dishonest to
ignore one-fourth of the world's population,
try to reinterpret the data in order to save
their hypothesis. One way to do this is to
suggest that China's economic development

excludes it from the Third riforld category -
and thus from the scenarios of disaster which
are supposed to apply only to the Third
World. But, despite China's rapid economic
development, 80 percent ol tbe people are
still engaged in agricubure. By the very
standards set up by 'Western economists,
China cannot be considered anyrhing but a

Third \X/orld country.
Another way the data are reinterpreted is

by questioning the voluntary nature of the
Chinese birth-control effort. Leo Orleans
is the U.S. government's best-known expert
on China's population. In a recent book,
Euery Fifth Cbild: The Population ol China,
Orleans acknowledges that China has
seriously addressed itself to population con-
trol, and even suggests that it hasn't done
too badly. But, he wonders, at what expense
have they dealt with the problem ?

Efforts to persuade the Chinese people to
participate voluntarily in population-control
programs have not gone very well, he says,
due in part to ". . . the ignorance of Com-
munist propaganda," including that put out
by "politically pure barefoot doctors." If
propaganda has not been successful, what
has ? "Most Chinese have a well-founded
. , , fear about any contact with authorities.
. . ." According to Orleans, the people act
out of fear of the government and the Com-
munist Party - "a regime which strives to
control the minutest details of an individual's
Iife. . . ."

If this interpretation is accepted, then
China can be lumped with lndia as a

country which uses coercion to limit popu-
lation. Thus the theory is saved. Over-
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Fresh greens in a Shanghai produce market. Unlike most Third !07orld countries, Socialist China has been able
to increase food production and distribution to keep pace with population growth. (Photo: B. Barry)
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Some Comparisons of Annual Crude Birth Rates, r97o-72 Data

Per rhousand

Southeast Asia as a whole

People's Republic of China

Agricultural counties of Shanghai

Shanghai City proper

United States

New York City
\Uhite
Non-white

Federal Republic of Germany

'West Berlin

43.o

30.o

r8.o

6.r

18,z

t7.T
24.7

r3.,

9.5

Data from Victor 'W. and Ruth Sidel, Serue tbc People, 1974, Dp, z1z-53.

popuiation is inevitable in Third 'World

countries, and only force can solve the
problem.

What do the Chinese say? Again and
again, in the United Nations and at inter-
national conferences about food and popu-
lation, the Chinese have argued that "too
many people" is not the problem. They
completely reject the view that there is some
natural law which dictates that food pro-
duction inevitably falls behind rising popu-
lations. A popular Chinese saying is that "A
person has a mouth, but also two hands to
produce." The Chinese emphasize hirman-
ity's ability to transform and control nature
to meet people's needs. Is more food re-
quired ? Then wastelands can be trans-
formed and made fertile. Crop yields can be
doubled, or tripled, by means of modern
farm machinery and fertilizers. Even more
important, people can do away with social
and economic systems which 'hold back
human production and creativity. Finally,
the Chinese argue, human beings can trans-
form themselves - through education and
rational thought, not through coercion - and
make decisions based on their own objective
needs and the needs of their society. And
that includes the decision to practice birth
control.

Yes, says China, there are millions of
people in Third '$7orld countries who are
jobless, hungry, and without hope. But the
problem is not "too many people." Rather,
the problem is that a hundred years of
colonialism and imperialism in the Third
World countries have warped their econo-
mies toward the production of agricultural
raw materials and luxury crops for Euro-
pean, North American, and Japanese rnar-
kets, instead of staple grain crops, which are
the basis for most of the world's diet. Thus,

instead of growing wheat, rice, corn, millet,
sorghum, or soybeans to feed their own
people, Third \forld countries l.rave in-
creasingly become growers of cocoa, coffee,
bananas, tea, rubber, or cotton for export
to the industrial nations. And the returns
on these cash-crop exports are less and less
able to cover the cost of importing food
gralns.

In India during the last 5o years of colonial
rule, per capita agricultural production
stagnated ; cash-crop production grew slight-
ly while food-crop production declined. The
eastern region, once the "granary" of India,
experienced a decline of 18 percent in rice
production between rgor and r94r. By the
end of World 'War I, India for the first time
became a net importer of food, and by now

the problem has become much worse. Each
year India must spend more and more mil-
lions to import food grains, mostly from the
U.S. and Canada.

The end of colonialism and the achieve-
ment of political independence have made
little difference in the economic life of many
Third 'World countries. Their role as sup-
pliers of agricultural raw materials to the
developed nations has continued. \7ith a few
exceptions, feudal and backward classes

have continued to dominate the agricultural
life of these countries. The feudal landlords
who own most of the land can be counted on
to keep on growing cash-crops, or to invest
in other non-agricultural activities if that
brings them bigger profits. In India and else-

where, the vast majority in the countryside -
the poor peasants - find themselves less and
less able to scratch a living from their tiny
plots. Or else they are pushed off the land
altogether, to become wage-earners. And
with plenty of cheap labor available, land-
lords have no interest in modernizing farm-
ing methods or in reclaiming infertile lands.
So agriculture stagnates, or declines, while
populations rise - except when periodic
famines help "thin" the surplus.

Prior to 1949, Chtna suffered in exactly
these ways from imperialist domination and
feudal relations in the countryside. And per-
haps the best proof of the correctness of
China's emphasis on the relationship be-
tween population and production lies in
China's history before and aker 1949. lt a

recent article, "Population Dynamics and
Modes of Production in China," Dan Carlin
points out that, under both feudalism and
capitalism, peasants had large families in
response to the actual economic and social
conditions they lived under.

"Under feudalism," he writes, "peasants

Birth Control Figures, China-Rumania People's Friendship Commune, r97z

Total number of commune members
Married women of childbearing age

'S7omen using pill
'ltr7omen using IUD
Husbands using condom

Total using contraception

'Women who have had tubal ligations
Husbands who have had vasectomies

Total sterilized

46,@0 roo
5,777* rz roo

rr)27
rro35

526

2r884

458
r26

584

z1l

r8
9

5o

8

z

IO

' Note that z,log (ot which somc have iust gotten marricd and some have only one child) use no lorm oI
birth control. The current birth rate is z6 per r,m, a dramatic reduction from the old estimated rate of
45 per r,o but still above the commune's goal of r5 pcr 4w.(Autbor's note,adaptedlromSidel,pp, gz-1,)

Source: Victor V. and Ruth Sidel, Serue the People, ry24, p, gz.
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in China had high birth rates for four main
reasons: (r) due to exorbitant rents and
taxes, the peasant farmer needed a con-
tinuous sourceof cheap labor; (z) children-
especially males - were needed to support
the peasant adult males in their old age;
(3) since thelandlordhadthequasi-legitimate
option of claiming peasant-mothers (for
fresh milk) or children as houseworkers, con-
cubines, or soldiers, children were needed
to replace the ones the landlord had [taken]
or might yer take; (4) without adequate
medical care, and given the marginal sub-
sistence patterns enforced on the peasants,
death took many children - thus more chil-
dren were needed to replace the ones who
had [died] or might yet die." Many aspects
of this feudal pattern, he notes, still charac-
terize India and other Third'World countries
today.

Carlin then comes to his main point:
". . . if these peasants had actually controlled
production, this response of high birth rates
would not have been necessary. But, of
course, this is the point of feudalism : peasant
relations with landlords necessitate large
families, yet these same relations prevent the
development of the technology which might
enable the peasants to meet the needs of
increasing family size. Feudalism therefore
destroys itself, and capitalism emerges."

Even with the rise of capitalism in China,
feudal relations continued in the countryside
and forced the birth rates to remain high.
But, as suggested earlier, human beings
don't just adapt to their conditions, par-
ticularly when these conditions are highly
oppressive. By lighting back with tremendous
effort, people can also do away with their
oppression. And this the Chinese people did.
Under the leadership of the Chinese Com-
munist Party, the soldiers, peasants, and
workers struck down feudal relations, threw
out foreign imperialists, and began building
a new society in which control over pro-
duction was transferred from the few to the
many.

'When production became organized for
meeting human needs instead of private
profit, the energy and creativity of the
Chinese people were released in a vast effort
to transform the economic and social life of
China. Increased food production, medical
care for all, full employment, and guaran-
teed security in old age meant a rapid in-
crease in population. But at the same time,
these changes eliminated the individual
family's need for a large number of children.
Thus, the basis existed for a rational birth-
control program. On a society-wide scale,
such a program was in fact needed, since
even under the new system a continually
expanding population would strain econo-
mic resources. Economic planning, theref ore,
had to include individual family planning.

But establishing an objective basis for

Peking street scene: healthy, well-fed children and parents - free of the economic
pressures that made large f amilies a form o( security in old China. (Photo: B. Barry)

smaller families does not mean that people
will automatically have fewer children.
Traditional ideas against birth control re-
mained strong in China, particularly in the
rural areas. Furthermore, an assured food
supply plus newfound security and stability
eliminated any economic pressure to restrict
family sizei Han Suyin, in her article
"Population Growth and Birth Control in
China," tells of visiting a commune in
Sichuan (Szechuan) Province. The peasants
sang a song called "Better produce a little
flesh dumpling [baby] than produce work-
points." In this area, each baby receives a

full adult share of grain from birth - an
incentive for more, not fewer, children !

It is not difficult to imagine the Chinese
people's sense of joy at the thought of
bringing children into a society where people
are the most precious resource.

And so, in the mid-r9sos, the government
started a large-scale educational campaign
to encourage population control. Propa-

ganda and medical teams traveled through-
out the country organizing meetings and
exhibitions and showing 6lms to increase
general knowledge of birth control and to
break down traditional barriers against dis-
cussion and use of contraceptives. This
effort had some effect in the cities. It often
failed in the rural areas. Not only was the
peasants' sense of modesty offended, but the
idea of birth control was associated with
female infanticide and other features of the
bitter years of landlord oppression.

In the early r96os, the government intro-
duced a second campaign, this one con-
ducted by cooperative medical groups
working with women's federations and trade
unions. This program, too, met with much
greater success in the cities than in the
countryside.

During the Cultural Revolution of the
mid-r96os, the campaign for population
control - Iike many other endeavors - was
set aside as the people tackled the main
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problem: how best to build socialism. One
of the most important lessons of the Cultural
Revolution was the realization that the
change from capitalism to socialism in
production does not necessarily insure the
emergence of socialist political conscious-
ness. By r97o,tamlly planning in many rural
areas was still making slow progress. As
Mao Tsetung said in a talk with American
journalist Edgar Snow, "In the counrryside,
a woman still wants to have a boy child. If
the first and second are girls, she will
make another try. . . ."

The current differences in success between
rural and urban areas, however, may not be
due entirely to the persistence of old tradi-
tions in the countryside, on the one hand,
and increased political consciousness of the
working class in the cities, on the other. One
of the important factors operating is that in
cities, where livelihoods are industry-based,
state ownership, or "ownership by the whole
people," prevails. The economic security of
the industrial worker is considerably greater
than that of the rural peasant, since it rests
on nationwide levels of development. The
peasants, by contrast, depend upon the
security offered by collective ownership of a

smaller complex - the commune - where
the standard of living is determined by local
conditions and productivity. So long as the
prosperity of the commune depends upon
the direct physical labor of the commune
members, an extra pair of hands will always
be welcome, and the peasants will probably
give less than wholehearted support ro
birth control. The current drive to increase
farm mechanization and productivity - part
of the lbng-range effort to make state
ownership possible in the countryside, too -
will certainly have a positive effect on atti-
tudes toward birth control.

The most recent family-planning cam-
paign began inry7r. Reflecting the struggles
of the Cultural Revolution, less emphasis
today is placed on medical teams, more on
the people themselves taking up the issue of
population control. Family-planning com-
mittees have been established in every com-
mune, brigade, and production team, where
they make house-to-house visits and circu-
late questionnaires. Block clinics have wall
charts indicating who needs what kind of
contraceptive device and when. All the
devices are free. To break down the barriers
still further, the men on the committees often

Fish hatchery at'Wuxi. Planning plays an important part in increasing overall food
production for a growing population. (Photo: B. Barry)

speak on the shop floor in factories about the
importance of family planning. In rural
areas, older cadres are the most active family
planners, since barefoot doctors are often
young, unmarried, and therefore less accept-
able to the more reserved peasants.

Although there is considerable variation
throughout China, the best statistics now
available suggest that over 7o percent of
urban people and 6o percent of the peasantry
practice some form of birth control. Four
methods are used: sterilization (both sexes),
the IUD, the pill, and, to a lesser extent,
monthly injections. Abortion is available on
demand, usually by the vacuum method. In
most areas of the country where birth rates
are high, late marriages are encouraged. In
the cities, the recommended marriage age
is z5 years for women and z8 for men; in the
countryside, it's z3 and 25 years respec-
tively.

One important exception to the birth-
control effort deserves to be emphasized. In
national minority areas with small popula-
tions, assistance is given to increase the
population. Why ? Because under the old
society, minority populations were severely
diminished through famine and through
oppressive practices which amounted to
genocide. And the Chinese recognize that
these people have the right to catch up with
the rest of China before even thinking about
reducing births.

China's overall goal for population
growth was set by the late Chou Enlai
several years ago: one percent by the year
zooo. Certain conclusions can be drawn from
China's progress toward this limit in con-
trast with the lack of success in other Third
'World 

countries.
First, educational campaigns can be

successful only to the extent that they have
the full support and participation of the
people involved - a condition that cannot be
achieved in a country characterized by
feudal relations or the exploitation of work-
ing people.

Second, forced sterilization and other
oppressive forms of population control will
only heighten the people's efforts to liberate
themselves and their country. The recent
resounding electoral defeat of India's Indira
Gandhi, whose oppressive measures in-
cluded forced sterilization, is a case in point.

Mao Tsetung summed up one of the
Chinese Revolution's most important les-
sons when he stressed that "just as reason
cannot take the place of weapons in the over-
throw of political power, so too weapons or
force cannot take the place of reason in
changing human consciousness."

ti7hen people are able to rise up and
destroy the old constraints, then and only
then can they use reason to develop family-
planning programs that involve all the
people in building a more humane society.
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Revolution?
Paul T. K. Lin answers questions abowt the "gong of four"

The momentous events in China since the
death of Mao Tsetung have given rise in
America to much speculation and many
sharp questions.

Nev CHrNe has culled the most fre-
quently asked questions and put them to
Professor Paul T. K. Lin, a person uniquely
qualified to understand the politics under-
lying the events. Professor Lin, a highly
regarded scholar and a leading men.rber of
the Montreal Canada-China Society, has
followed events in China closely for a Iong
time and interpreted them thoughtfully for

both Chinese and English-speaking audi-
ences in North America. He is a frequent
visitor to China; most recently, in January
1977, he met with Chinese from different
walks of life, among them Deng Ying-chao,
the widow of Premier Chou En-lai. While
there he analyzed the struggle against the
overthrown "gang ol four" which included
Jiang Qing (Chiang Ching), Mao Tsetur.rg's
wife, and three others: Zhang Chun-qiao
(Chang Chun-chiao), Yao 'Wen-yuan, and
'Wang Hong-wen.

Readers of the An.rerican press have been

presented with a distorted picture of the
last year's events ir.r China. The press has

talked about "palace intrigue," "a power
struggle between 'moderates' and 'rad-
icals.'" "the beginnings of the de-Maoifi-
cation of China." A cartoon iri the Nelz
York Daily Neras, published shortly after
the fall of the "gang of four," epitomized
this distortion: a Peking billboard with a

revolutionary theme was beir.rg repainted.
The replacement? A giant Coca-Cola sign.

That was how it was billed in the U.S.
How did the Chinese see the events? A re-
cent American visitor to China has written
us: "The Chinese refer to the fall of the
'gang of four' as a second liberation. They
say that the struggle against the 'four' is

the eleventh of the major life-and-death
struggles over what road to follow that
have occurred in the Chinese Communist
Party since its founding in r9zr. (The ninth
and tenth were the Cultural Revolution
struggles against Liu Xiao-qi [Liu Shao-chi]
and Lin Biao.)

"'We were cautioned that these struggles
should not be interpreted as signs of weak-
ness in the system. On the contrary, each
major struggle deepens the understanding
of the people and strengthens them for dif-
ficulties to come. They say that the success-
ful weathering of these many difficult times
is a tribute to the strength and ur.rderstand-
ing of the people as well as the leadership
of the Party.

"They also said, many times, that class
struggle continues under socialism, and that
future struggles will be waged during the
entire period of socialism-a transition
period during which classes are gradually
eliminated."

This interview with Professor Lin pro-
vides background on the "gang of four"

A workers' study group at Daqing discusses Mao Tsetung's "On Practice." The "gang
of four" accused leaders at Daqing of emphasizing production and technical
efficiency at the expense of political study. In fact, from the beginning the Daqing
Party leadership stressed mastering both political theory and technical knowledge -
participating in both revolution and production. This is what Mao meant by saying
that Chinese workers must be both "red and expert." (Photos: Hsinhua News Agency)
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and clarifies some of the ongoing develop-
ments of the Chinese Revolution.

:}

New China: The 'Western press has char-
acterized the struggle in China as "moder-
ates" versus "radicals." According to this
interpretation, what we are seeing now is
a rejection of Mao Tserung's emphasis on
revolutionary struggle-supposedly repre-
sented by the "gang of four"-in favor of
a "pragmatic" emphasis on technology,
production, and the building of China's
economy-supposedly represented by such

Chou En-lai atop Tian An Men gate
at the Iounding of the People's
Republic in ry49.

Mao Tsetung and Chou En-lai were
"comrades-in-arms" from the early days of the
Chinese Communist Party (CCP) and the
Chinese Revolution. Mao and Chou were
both thinkers and men of action, but in the
division of labor worked out by the CCP,
Chou was among the leaders who took on the
day-to-day administration of the government
while Mao v/as among the leaders who focused
more on long-range and theoretical questions.
This division of labor gave rise to
characterizations in the Western press that
Mao was the "radical," the "visionary,"
while Chou was the "moderate," the
"organization man."

Opponents of the Chinese Revolution -
both within and outside China - have always
tried to counterpose the revolutionary
contributions of the two men. But, in fact,
for 4o years Chou En-lai shared Mao's
outlook and worked to implement his policies
and leadership.

leaders as Chou En-lai, Deng Xiao-ping
(Teng Hsiao-ping), and Chairman Hua
Guo-feng.

Lin: This is of course a gross distortion
of the nature of the struggle and of the
roles various people played in tl.rat struggle.
In the first place, it's absurd to classify
Chou En-lai as a "moderate," if by that is
meant some kind of middle-way, compro-
mise position between "left" and "right."
The late Premier was greatly loved by the
Chinese people precisely because he was
always in the forefront of revolutionary
struggle, and because of his role in helping
to translate Mao Tsetung's ideas into con-
crete programs and policies. And, as the
Chinese see it, revolutior.r and producrion
are not opposed to one another, but related,
in the sense that finding and pursuing the
correct revolutionary line should enhance
production by releasing the creative enthu-
siasm of the masses of workers toward
building up the socialist economy.

But perhaps the gravest error of this in-
terpretation is to identify the "gang of four"
with Mao's revolutionary ideas. It seems
increasingly clear, as more and more of
their activities are uncovered, that every-
thing they stood for !\ras a gross distortion,
almost a caricature, of Mao's ideas. For all
their revolutionary rhetoric, they succeeded
only in inflicting heavy damage both to
production and reyolu,tion. Chairman Mao
had singled out Dazhai (Tachai) and
Daqing (Taching) and countless orher com-
mune and factory units for praise because
they had made great advances in production
by following the socialist principle of elirn-
inating exploitation and special privileges
and relying on the initiative of the workers
and peasants. The "gang of four," on rhe
contrary, labeled as counterrevolutionaries
almost anyone who wanted to discuss
technological developments or who was
concerned with production, while promot-
ing incompetents and politically question-
able careerists whose only virtue was that
they echoed the "gang of four's" empty
revolutionary rhetoric.

The "gang of four" created disruption
and confusion throughout Chir.ra's econ-
omy. At Daqing oil field, for insrance, an
ally of the "gang" charged that having rules
and regulations governing production was
counterrevolution ary- a very serious charge
in China. It u,as counrerrevolurionary to
have rules setting the hours of work, or
quaL'ty-control standards. So the leaders of
Daqing were attacked as "bureaucratic re-
visionists." The workers at Daqing fought
back. Daqing's regularions had been set up
only after complete discussion and debate
among the workers. They were good rules,
necessary rules. They helped insure produc-
tion efficiency and the safety of the workers
under dangerous conditions. If the rules

Hua Guo-feng, Chairman of the
Central Committee of the Chinese
Communist Party (CCP), Chairman of
its Military Commission, and Premier of
the State Council.

Hua's work in the Party included leadership
at the prefecture and provincial levels in Mao's
home province of Hunan before becoming
a member of the Central Committee of the
CCP during the Cultural Revolution. As
Minister of Public Security, he played a

major role in investigating the Lin Biao affair.
He was made Acting Premier inFebruary ry76
after Chou Enlai's death, and Premier and
First Vice-Chairman of the Party in April
of that year after the controversial
Tian An Men incident, ("First Vice-Chairman"
was a title never before used in the CCP; it
carried implications of being Mao's chosen
successor,)

After Mao's death, the political situation
in China came to a head; Hua stopped the
plans of the "gang of four," and the Political
Bureau of the CCP named him Party Chairman.
On July zr, 1977, the full Central Committee
confirmed the earlier decision.

were comin8 down from the top, fron-r
bosses or bureaucrats, that would be a bad
thing, a dangerous tendency. But that
wasn't the case. At Daqing the workers
were proud of the fact that they participate
in management, that they control their own
enterprise. So at Daqing, though some pro-
duction time was lost in the struggle over
rules, the "gang's" ally didn't get very far
with his accusations.

But in other places the situation becarne
more serious. The "gang" were able to find
allies who saw opportLlnities to enhance
their owr.r position by attackir.rg local leader-
ship. Many honest people were confused.
Nobody wanted to allow revisionist ideas
to creep in. For a socialist country to "take
the capitalist road" or to "turn revisionist"
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Buc ing the
'Exaggeration Wind'

by William Hinton

Part III of an interuiew with Dazhai's Chen Yong-gwi

Jia Cheng-rang, Dazhai's (Tachai's) brigade
leader in r97r, told me that in the difficult
year t96o, many brigades were selling
wheat cakes (a form of tortilla) at a county
festival for exorbitant prices. 'When Chen
Yong-gui found out about it, he sent several
people down to the market with some of
Dazhai's surplus wheat flour. They set up

'Wrrrrau HrNrou, a uriter antl himself a farmer,
jtst tttat Chen Yong-grli outside a Dazhai caue in

July tg7t. Chen cane striding rry aftet inspectirtg

storn dafidgc to the corn crop, greeted his guests,

sat on a lou uall outside the cauc, and began to

chat. Hirton said it was too bad the corn had been

blown doun. Chm saitl, no, ue get that euery year
this tintc. Bettcr to haue ruh and.fallen corn. The

Jallen stalks urt aluays be propped up with a

ntorutd of earth arcmd the base.

Tlrc tuo .farners thut tnoued ittut thc sunmer
cooklnuse, sat arourd a table, and continued their
conuersation,

Par* I antl II of Hfuton's interuietus tuith Chen

(Nrw Cnrxa, Spring and Fall ry77) dealt with
Chen's life as the son of a landless laborer and the

siiltatiort ii Dazhai during and after the Japanese
occrrpation. With land reform, Chen organized a

nntfinl aid tcan of old men and children to till the

soil, only to be ridictied .for his ntproftable

foolislmess by the Stahuarts' Team of able-bodied

nen. Tlmeh he thorght that there ruouldn't be any

rttorc class stnggle after the landlortls flere ouer-

thrown, it turned out othenuise: cx-landlords spread

n.ntors, rich peasants uent in for black-marketeer-

iqg, both trictl bribing cadres, and thc transitionfronr
elentcntary to aduanced co-ops - ulrcre in.conte uas

based on. labor - aroused sharp antdgonisns.

Through it all , sintplc things likc evahtating the

price of a donl<ey or a sow becane teaching naterial

.for hrilding thc nuu soricty.

a booth and sold cakes at prices that were in
Iine with the prices paid by the state for
grain. This was less than a third of the price
other people were asking and made their
profiteering impossible. Some people be-
came so angry at this "correction" from
Dazhai that they dug up the road leading
into Tiger Head Mountain so that Dazhai
people could not so easily interfere with
the "free market." But Chen Yong-gui and

Chen Yong-gui helps set the pace in
transforming Dazhai hills into useful
farmland.

his followers persisted in putting "public
first, self second" regardless of the outcome
and in the end won the support of the whole
county and the whole country. '

As a farmer selling corn, beans, wheat,
and hay on the market, I know how intense
the pressure is to get all that the traffic will
bear whenever supplies are short. That
Chen saw the "collective" not simply as his
own brigade but as a system which included
the county, and beyond that the whole
country, and acted in line with this vision is

remarkable. It is one thing to talk about
"keeping the country and the world in view"
and another thing to sell the product of
your own sweat and toil at a fraction of the
price it can command in order to con-
solidate a new social system. Because there
were people like Chen all over China who
were unwilling to compromise their com-
mitment to building a society without ex-
ploitation, laboring people won battle after
battle as they pioneered on the socialist
road.

Some of the battles were quite complex, as

the latter section of this installment demon-
strates. During the Great Leap Forward
(rs18), when the "communist wind" began
to blow, the struggle centered for a time on
telling the truth, on resisting pressure to
exaggerate yields, and on resisting all orders
aimed at "leveling and transferring" pro-
perty in the name of reaching communism
quickly.

Hinton: You fought for the socialist road in
production. What about distribution and
marketing ?

Chen: Taking the socialist road means

struggling against profiteering. Even to this
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day ft97r1 in our counry there are people
black-marketing grain on the quiet. Even
though they are a small minority, the in-
fluence of their example is very bad. Just day
before yesterday we called on the standing
committee [of the county Revolutionary
Committee] to check on all 4oo brigades to
see if they are really studying Dazhaior only
pretending to study it. If there are srill some
people secretly carrying on as profiteers,
even though it may seem like a small matter,
from the point of view of Iearning from
Dazhai it is a big matrer, a serious marrer.

Our Dazhai Brigade never went in for
profiteering or speculation with grain. If
there are people in the county still doing it,
they not only are not learning, they are
wrecking. On this point we stand firm. From
individual to collective, none of us at Dazhai
has proGteered with grain or anything else.
Not that some don't want to ! There are a
few, especially in the hard years, who felt
like doing it. They wanted to do it.

But we educated these people. This educa-
tion was linked to the sufferings of the past.
'We also said that, as a member of Dazhai
Brigade, one should not take advantage of
the state when it is in trouble.'We repudiated
speculation as getting rich off the country's
misfortunes, just as collaborators got rich
when our nation was under attack by the
Japanese - fa guonan cai lget rich off the
nation's trouble]. In years of short crops we
should try to help the whole country solve
problems and overcome difficulties. 'We

should strive to lay the foundations {or in-
creased production. !fle should help main-
tain order in the country and should not go
around breaking down law and order. This
is the responsibility of every citizen. Don't
just look on while people get rich through
speculation. Make them feel ashamed.
Speculation is not a glorious thing, but a
stain. It is immoral. The only reason that
speculation can occur at all is that some have
too little while others have a surplus. That is
why it can take place. 'We have an old saying
- "the colder you are, the more you shiver;
the hotter you are, the more you sweat"
(poverty leads to more poverty, wealth piles
up more wealth). In the past the rich always
exploited those who were in a tight spot.
Landlords and rich peasants did the exploit-
ing. Poor peasants and lower-middle peas-
ants were always on the spot. In bad years
the rich always increased their exploitation,
oppression, and control. 'We've suffered
under that. XUe should never forget that past
bitterness. At that time the system was dif-
ferent, Now that we have socialism and a
collective economy, if others are in trouble
and you sell them grain at a high price, you
make their trouble worse. It is exploitation
in another form. But whatever the form, it is
still exploitation pure and simple.

If there is a community that is short of

A Chinese-made bulldozer makes the job of terrace-building atDazhai
easier. (Photo: C, Parris)

grain, that community is also short of
money. If our community has grain, our
community also has money. If we sell our
grain outside at a high price, it amounts to
some people in the collective economy ex-
ploiting others. So what kind of a collective
is that ? To have a collective economy means
that everyone prospers together. How can
one part exploit the other?

On this question we never stopped educat-
ing people. The village discussed it over and
over again. Our people finally decided that
neither our brigade nor any individual in it
would ever profiteer. And we decided that
we would sell grain to places short'of grain
at prices set by the state, or we would lend
grain, or we would give grain, but we would
not profiteer with grain. We decided that we
should help other individuals and collectives
overcome their difficulties so that they could
lead a good life like ours. 'We severely repu-
diated the old system based on the exploita-
tion of man by man. 'We decided that this
should not happen again. Thus we raised
collective consciousness and learned to look
at the matter in the light of "the difficulties of
others are our dif6culties." So from that
time until today everyone in our brigade has
been clear on this and nobody has gone in
for profiteering or speculation. Today when
we repudiate such practices, we have the
initiative. 'We have a solid foundation. Our
record is clear and unstained.

And even though we have not profiteered,
our whole collective and all its individual
members have prospered. All our wealth is
created by our own labor. We do not depend
in any way on exploitation. To depend on
one's own labor to create wealth is glorious.

But to speculate and exploit others is shame-
ful.

I always said to our people, ".When you
see those landlords and rich peasants holding
their heads down as the people struggle
against them - are they admirable ?"

"No,"
"Why?"
"Because they exploited the poor peas-

ants."
"So now if you profiteer with high prices,

is that admirable ?"
"No."

"1 0,000- Entries-Clear"
Thus from the beginning we grasped edu-

cation tightly in regard to speculation and
at the same time educated our cadres in
regard to graft and corruption, None of our
Dazhai cadres have ever taken advantage of
collective property. 'We have always been
very strict about this principle. In the begin-
ning, when we screened them so closely,
some of the cadres were not too happy. They
felt that we suspected them. But then through
the big movements - the Four-Cleans Move-
ment,'r the Anti-Corruption Movement, and
the Cultural Revolution - these cadres
gained a very deep understanding and feeling
about all this. They saw how some grafters

"Part of the ry61 Socialist Education Move-
ment, it called for all cadres to be clean -
uncorrupted - in four spheres: economics,
politics, organization, and ideology. Followers
of Liu Shao-qi (Liu Shao-chi) tried to use this
movement to divert attention away from high-
level cadres who were capitalist-roaders onto
lowJevel cadres who had engaged in petty
corruption. (Eds.)

infinitely
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were punished. Then they felt that the tight
discipline, all the work we had done to help
and educate cadres, really showed concern
for the cadres. Before that, some of them felt
that we were Ending fault, that we were
riding them unnecessarily.

Jia Cheng-rang served as our accountant
for ten years before he became brigade head.
'!7hen he was our accountant the masses
liked him very much. They fully supported
him. He studied to be an accountant in ry51.
He had very little education. He went to
primary school only a few months and never
graduated. The days that he missed school
numbered more than the days he was able to
attend. But when we started our co-op in
r95 3 we didn't have anyone who was literate.
There was one rich peasant who was a
primary school graduate, but to have a rich
peasant as our accountant would not have
been good. Among the poor and lower-
middle peasants, only Jia knew how to read
a few characters. But he didn't know how to
keep accounts and he wasn't very accurate
with an abacus. \7e decided to give him 4o
work-days as a subsidy and let him do the
accounting work. He never depended on this
subsidy. He earned his living by joining our
collective labor. He did his accounting work
in the evening, during our noon break, or on
rainy days. He never used regular working
time for this. There are five people in his
family. The grain he earned through field
labor not only supported the whole family
but even provided them with a surplus. Some
accountants in other places, if you gave them

credit for roo work-days, not to mention 40,
they would not find it enough. And they
always shout that they have too much to do,
that there isn't enough time to do it.

But Jia, even though he had little educa-
tion, always did his accounting work so

neatly and carefully that our members
called him "ro,ooo-Entries-Clear." They
were well satisfied with him. Actually his
work wasn't that good. With such a low
educational level he could hardly help mak-
ing some mistakes, But the people supported
him just the same. Why? Because he took
part in productive labor like everyone else.

He lived off what he earned in the fields and
he never stole a cent or grafted anything that
belonged to the collective. Thus the people
were relaxed and at ease. They thought, "He
may not get all the numbers just right, but
the meal is always in the pot where it belongs
and doesn't end up anywhere else. Even if he
doesn't add things up right, the money is
here at the village office and not in his
house,"

If Jia hadn't supported himself by labor
and had taken only the 4o-day subsidy, he

wouldn't have had enough to live on and
would have had to take the road of cheating
the collective. But since he took part in labor,
everything was safe. He had no need to graft.
By doing his work well and by winning sup-
port from the masses, he also created unity
among the cadres. Grafting and stealing be-

came hard for anyone to do. When there is
grafting there is always a clique, with one
person covering up for another. It is very

hard to do it alone. If Jia hadn't taken part in
collective productive labor he would have
thought of grafting and then he would have
had to draw in someone else and this could
have messed up the whole leadership.

So in our brigade there is no individual
grafting, no collective grafting, and no
grafting by leaders. The masses are happy
and the cadres are happy. As a result we are
standing firm not only economically but
politically and can survive all kinds of tests.
Because we set a good example ourselves
and stopped all forms of advantage-taking,
we are on solid ground and can convince
others. We have the initiative and can lead.
And we have a deeper understanding of
why it is that now when Dazhai cadres speak
they l.rave prestige. For cadres to take part in
productive labor is in accord with Mao Tse-
tung Thought. Also, since they are not
divorced from the people, have no privileges,
borrow nothing from the collective, and
consult with the people on all problems, they
have the support of the people. This is also
in accord with Mao Tsetung Thought. If you
want to wage revolution you must first have
revolution in your head. If you don't get rid
of selfishness, you can't win mass support.
People who want to educate others must 6rst
get educated. Now all cadres have a deep

understanding of the connection between
productive labor and personal integrity. At
the start, when we set such strict standards,
they complained, but r.low they feel that we
really trust them and care for them. In con-
trast, in the course of class struggle our
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Two Dazhai veterans break for lunch and conversation. (Photo: R. Gordon)
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cadres have seen many other cadres and
accountants who have got into trouble.

Standir.rg against selling grair.r at high
prices has a lot to do with cadre policy.
Once you start profiteering it is easy ro slip
into graft and corruption. Now our cadres
feel tl.rat it is completely correct not to have
embarked on this road.

The Ox That Wouldn't Work

In 1953-54 we had an ox. This was a

beautiful ox. It looked like a strong, able
work animal. But it wouldn't work. 'We

decided to sell it. I took it to market. People
interested in buying surrounded this animal
and wanted to bid on it. A man in the market
named Chao Yu-yuan served as middleman
in all sale s. He was the broker. Ve knew each
other well. At the start of tl.re elementary co-
op period he was the one who set the price
for all our work animals. 'We asked him to
set a price and sell this ox for us. He set 7o
yuan [$28 at that time]. Many wanted to buy
the ox at this price. Since many werc in-
terested, one bid 75, another 8o. Chao didn't
know what to do.

Tl.ren I spoke up. I said, "Seventy is high,
75 and 8o are higher still. If you go that
high, we won't sell it. Don't quarrel over it."

Then I went and found a butcher. I asked
him to look the ox over. He offered 29 yuan.

"OK," I said. "Take it away."
This was one-third the price others had

offered. A big crowd gathered then. \Word

went round that a big fool had come to sell
an ox, turned down 8o yuan, and sold it for
29. Everyone started to talk about tl-re crazy
man who sold the ox. People were asking
where this fool came from.

But I explained that I was not out of my
head.

"I am not a fool," I said. "The problem is

that you all want to pay too much for this
ox. I'm from Dazhai. This ox looks OK, but
you can't make it work. If it was any good,
we wouldn't sell it. !7hy should one collec-
tive cheat another ? The best thing to do is to
send it to the slaughterhouse. I'm not only
responsible to the collectives, I'm responsible
to the whole country. If the government
itself spent all that money to buy an ox that
wouldn't work, what kind of deal would
that be ? Now we have Communist Party
leadership and a collective economy. It's not
like it was before with people cheating a.nd

getting ricl.r off others' rnisfortune. In the old
society, before Liberation, everyone looked
after themselves 6rst, but now it's not like
that."

This was right at the start of the collective
economy. Some were convinced by these
words, but others stili thought there was

something wrong. I thought even the people
back in my own village might complain be-

cause I had taken so little. 'We hadn't yet
repudiated the old idea that "men die for
money, birds die for grain." So when I came
back I called a mass meeting.

"Maybe you think I have made a mis-
take," I said. "l don't think so, but maybe
you think so."

Then I told them why I sold the ox at one-
third the price that was offered. \fhen I
explained it, the poor and lower-middle
peasants were satisfied. They all thought
what I had done was OK. If I had sold the ox
for 8o yuan and it didn't do any w'ork, the
people who bought it would have cursed us.

In the new society people should be honest
and not cheat one another. This was talked
about for days afterward.

Another example: in 1958 there was i
tremendons market for straw. The official
price for one catty [r.r pounds] of millet
straw was three cents. But on the black
market straw was selling for zo cents a c:ltty.
As it was, people carne from far and near
offering 20 cents a catty for our straw.

We had plenty of straw but I told thern,
"'We don't have any of the zo-cent kind. If
you want the three-cent kind, we have
plenty of that."

One buyer was so embarrassed that he
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ate lunch with us and left empty-handed.
Then he sent someone else to buy the straw.
This second man didn't talk price. He only
asked if we had straw. He asked if 3,ooo or
j,ooo catties would be all right. We said he
could have 3o,ooo catties if he liked. He
went home with ro,ooo.

Moral: Dazhai doesn't have any zo-cent
straw, but they have plenty of three-cent
straw.

This news quickly spread all over the
county. Former rich peasants and landlords
were saying, "Look at those Dazhai fools!
Are they ahaid ol a better life?"

Mao Tsetung says the most serious prob-
lem is the education of the peasantry. If you
don't educate the peasants in collective
ideology, the collective cannot be consoli
dated.

Take the upper-middle peasants. I'm not
about to put a big hat on them [a hat is an
adverse political label or a criticism escalated
to unreasonable levels], but they do have
petty-producer instincts. Once they see
money they forget everything else. In regard
to such people we say they have a peasant
ideology. But when former landlords and
rich peasants express the same ideas, we tell
the people that this is what the enemy rhinks
and that we must take the opposite view.
\7hy do we make an exception for upper-
middle peasants ? Calling them the enemy
too would only enlarge the scope of attack
and make re-education difficult. On the
basis of correct policy and tactics, we bring
them the line of the Communist Party.
Educating people to break with petty-pro-
ducer ideology has been our policy all along.
It was correct before, it is correct now, and it
will be correct in the future.

Revolution ls Not a Dinner Party

Hinton: When a wrong line came down
and criticism of village leaders wenr roo far,
did they waver ?

Chen: Every time that a wrong line came
down, people wavered. \n ry66,for instance,
there was a period when village cadres in our
county were under wholesale attack. Some
said, "If I'm going to be treated like this, I
swear I'll never wage revolution any more.
If I should ever be so foolish as to try making
revolution, just shoot me in the chest."

At that time I visited Anping Commune.
All the cadres there had been set aside [sus-
pended from public duty pending investi-
gation and settlement of chargesl. Many
wanted to quit. They said, "Every movement
hits us. '!7hy shouldn't we just be ordinary
commune members like anyone else ? 'We

don't want to be cadres any more. !7e'll just
be active rank-and-6lers."

But I criticized such ideas.
"This is a revolution," I said, "not a

dinner party. As soon as people struggle
against you, you can't stand it. You think

your prestige is harmed. But you should look
back and investigate - how many people
died to win this revolution ? These people
knew they might die. When they mounted
an attack, they never knew if they would get
out alive. If they had been worried about
dying, they would never have started up
the mountain. \fhy were people willing to
die then ? Because they knew they were f acing
the enemy. If they didn't attack, they would
be attacked. If they didn't kill, they would be
killed.

"Political struggle is the same . Judge your-
self by the correct line. If you think you have
done wrong, accept the decision that you
should be set aside. If you think you are
correct, keep struggling. u7hy complain, lie
down, and stop working ? This only shows
that you don't want to carry on the revolu-
tion, it shows that you are a coward. At the

very least there is selfishness here. If I
wanted to put a bigger hat on your head

[criticize you more sharply], I'd say you
were a renegade. The hat might 6t. This is
longing-for-peace thinking, not-daring-to-
struggle thinking."

'When people wavered under the wrong
line I talked to them like this. I tried to con-
vince them to stand up and to continue
fighting. If the leadership wavered like that,
what should one expect of the rank-and-
6le? The idea that "men die for money,
birds die lor grain" is deeply embedded.
Therefore at all times it is important to have
6rm leadership. Whether or not the leaders
are resolute, that is a serious question. The
freight cars can't run along at the head of the
train. They depend on the locomotive to
pull them.

In 1957-58-59 things finally began to look
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Before the introduction of mechanized farming, draft animals were the only source
of power besides human labor, (Photo: C, Parris)
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like something around Dazhai. In 1957 we
had" daming, dafang" - a greatdebate. This
debate played an important role. 'We grasped
revolution and promoted production and in
r9j7 harvested 3zo catties per mu [one-sixth
of an acre].lWe had been doing basic con-
struction in the 6elds ever since 1953 when
we began to fix up Cooperation Gulley with
dams and terraces, but production didn't
really begin to roll until ry57. After that it
went up very fast. In r958 we got 54o catties
per mu. The Big Leap that year played an
important role in Dazhai. In the fall a re-
gional meeting was called for advanced
units. I went to the meeting representing
Dazhai. The people were happy to send me
because they all felt that we had outstanding
achievements - we had increased our per-mu
production by over zoo catties in one year.
Our total production for r958 was r jo,ooo
catties above that of ry57.Each person had
produced 5oo catties more grain than the
year before. The poor and lower-middle
peasants of Dazhai were very pleased, their
happiness waslike Jiang Fei de huzi manlian
- their faces were as full of happiness as

Jiang Fei's face is full of hair. [Jiang Fei is a
legendary hero who had a bushy beardl,

Exaggeration Wind

But as it turned out, the meeting was not
at all what we expected. The wind of
exaggeration was blowing very hard. Any-
one who had actually harvested roo catties
would report r,ooo. I had no idea thar things
like this were going on. As a result of the all-
out effort we made we had harvested 54o
catties per mu. Yet all the others reported
more than that. There were "sputnik"
brigades and whole counties with over r,ooo
catties per mu. They said to us, "You Dazhai
people call yourselves advanced. But you
only harvested 54o catties per mu. That's
not even enough to get on the list! There is
nothing good about you!"

One "sputnik" brigade reported 33,ooo
catties per mu. There was a r,ooo-catty
county and a ro,ooo-catty commune. Truly,
Dazhai was not even on the list. "Who cares
for your 54o catties ?"

The old Party Committee of the county
and the region tried to come to our aid. They
urged us to change our Egures to z,ooo
catties per mu. Only by such a move could we
hope to get on the list I 

'What 
should we do ?

Should we change the Egures or not ? If we
changed them, we could get on the list. I
thought about it very hard. I thought, "I am
a peasant. Don't I know how much the land
can produce ? If we change our figures, we
can hold up the flag of an advanced brigade.
But if we change them, all the class enemies
in our village, landlords, rich peasants -
what will they think of us ? They all know
that we got 54o catties. If we go off to a

meeting and claim that we got z,ooo catties,

what effect will that have ? If I tell a lie, how
will that sit ?"

I didn't think at that time of Chairman
Mao's saying, "Never forget class struggle"
- but in the course of actual struggle my
consciousness was raised. I knew the enemy
always used our weak points to try and
wreck us, so we had to get more and more
vigilant. Later on when we studied Chair-
man Mao's words, "Never forget class
struggle," we remembered all those things
that had happened in the past. There were
bad people in the Party then. They blocked
Chairman Mao's voice. We could not hear
what he was saying. If at that time it had
been like it is now, Chairman Mao's direc-
tives would have come straight down to us,
to the people, and our consciousness would
have been higher. We study what he says
now, recall what happened, and realize the
truth of this teaching.

At that time I only thought, "If I lie, if I
make an empty boast, what will the land-
lords get out of it ? They know we only har-
vested 54o catties." And I also thought
about mysel{ - over 40 years old already. If
I reported 2,ooo catties, how could I ever
make things square with the poor and lower-
middle peasants ? Even by the time of my
death I would never be able to do it. I also
thought, "Communists can't tell lies. I can't
do that."

The members of the Party Committee
were angry. They said, "If you don't change
your figures, you can't get on the list." I
said, "If you make a false report and get on
the list, you will still fail." They demanded
that I go and learn from those "advanced"
units. I said, "Fine. I'd love to learn from
them." These leaders believed that these
"advanced" units had really produced such
yields. They said we must learn from others,
but actually they were just trying to make
people change their 6gures to please the
upper leadership.

They got all the "advanced" units to-
gether, dozens of them. Those of us from the
so:called backward units who couldn't get
on the list went to learn from them. Some of
the supposedly backward units had much
respect for these "advanced" units. They
studied them enthusiastically - how they
plowed, how they planted, how many seeds,
etc. But I had qingxu (I felt upset). I didn't
ask anything. I just sat with my head back
and kept my eyes shut. One corn "sputnik"
claimed that they planted 3,ooo plants per
mu and harvested ,3,ooo catties - more
than rr pounds per stalk. I thought, "That
kind of production - no matter how you
study, even if you kill yourself, you can't get
it. I'm not a wai hdng - a novice outside the
profession - I'm a peasant, I may not know
much about other things but at least I know
something about corn."

So they criticized me. They saw that I was

not learning and they said I was too proud to
learn. They didn't actually name me. They
just said, "There are some people who are
too proud to learn. Sfhile some study en-
thusiastically, others are so proud they don't
know how high heaven is."

All the "advanced" brigades got te deng
jiang - special awards. Twelve trucks were
awarded in our county. Tractors were given
out in even greater numbers. And all these
units sent delegates to Peking to join the
heroes' meeting. All those with awards went
- such excitement! But I wasn't even on the
list. I felt very gloomy lhui liu liu di, a streak
of gray], I wanted so much to see Chairman
Mao. I had never met him. But I was left
behind. Leaders of Xi Cai Commune in our
county, who claimed that they had produced

3,3oo catties of oats per mu, got to go. They
were called the "Oat Kings" and they went
to Peking to the heroes' meeting. To com-
fort the "backward" units who were left
behind, a get-together with city workers was
organized - a " gong nong lian huan," They
elected me as head of the peasant delegation
to go and celebrate with the workers. I
wouldn't go. I wanted to be on the delega-
tion that went to Peking to see Chairman
Mao, but our merits were not enough, I had
to go back to Dazhai to earn mbre merit so
our delegate could see Chairman Mao in the
future. I was very dispirited. One of the
cadres tried to reason with me. He said,
"You shouldn't be so disgruntled, Those
units have achieved things, that's why they
were chosen." He was a member of the old
Party Committee.

I said, "It's all false."
"Don't say that," he said. "You'll mess

things up."
I knew him well, so I said, "Well, I'm only

telling you. Don't tell anyone else."
Clearly I didn't always resist wrong things

as well as I should have.
In April 1959, some people from the pro-

vincial level came to Dazhai. They said all
those rrooo-catty "sputniks" were empty
and false. "You in Dazhai, way up here in
these mountains, claimed you got j4o catties.
How much did you falsify your reports ?"

I said, "All our grain was distributed to
our members and it is still here. As to the
grain we sold to the state, we have the re-
ceipts and the grain is there in the storehouse.
You can check up."

I paid no more attention to these people.
That made them angry. They said I was not
warm to them. There was no Cultural
Revolution then. If there had been I would
have rebelled against those cadres long ago.
Such bureaucrats! This one went back to
report on me. He said my problem was a

problem of attitude toward the Party.
They only considered our attitude toward

them. They never considered their bureau-
cratic attitude toward those at lower levels.
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Friendship Has A History

l(oii Ariyoshi
by Hugh Deane

Koii Ariyoshi, president of the U.S.-China
Peoples Friendship Association of Honolulu
and a member of the USCPFA National
Steering Committee, died in Honolulu on
October 23, t976, atter a valiant struggle
against cancer. Ariyoshi's life was decisively
shaped by his friendship with the Chinese
people. And, like Edgar Snow, Agnes
Smedley, Anna Louise Strong, and Evans
Carlson, he was able to tell the China story
to his countrymen.

"Only a few times in my life have I been
moved so deeply by the sight of land as I was
when I saw China for the 6rst time from the
sky," Koji wrote. Descending to Kunming in
the spring of 1944, he looked down on a
scene of beauty, but also one of "scarred
land . . . showing every mark of human toil."
Ariyoshi was moved partly because China
had long been in his consciousness. At the
University of Hawaii he had helped to raise
money for Chinese students fleeing westward
from the Japanese invaders and had
written an article for the student paper
about a university in caves in Yan'an
(Yenan). But he was moved for deeper
reasons, because of what he was.

He was the son of an indentured sugar
plantation worker who became a small
coffee farmer - one of the victims of
Japanese feudalism who knocked at Ha-
waii's golden door and found waiting a life
of toil so hard that strong men gulped soy
sauce to induce a fever that would give them
a day ol rest. And he was the son also of a

small woman with calloused, grass-stained
hands who ended every day prostrate with
exhaustion.

Hucn DreNr, a trade+nion neuspaper editor,

worked in China as a jounalist during the tgjos
and '40s. He has been co-chairpersor of the Netu
York USCPFA and is co-editor of its publicatiott
China and lJs. A longer uersion of this article

appeared in Eastern Horizon, XVI, No. I (March
1s77 ).

As a child, Ariyoshi picked ripe coffee
beans. As a teenager, he scrambled for any
sort of job, handicapped by the Depression
and his Japanese extraction. "Because I have
worked almost all of my life with my hands,

A drawing of Ariyoshi made shortly
before his death. (Artist: G, Deane)

even while a student," he wrote, "my
Ioyalty has always been with the down-
trodderi, the workers and farmers." He
pulped coffee,was a store clerk and a brick-
layer's helper, did \fPA road work, drove
trucks, and worked in a pineapple cannery.
Finally he found steady work as a long-
shoreman on the docks in Honolulu and
later in San Francisco, becoming a militant
member of the International Longshore-
men's and 'W'arehousemen's Union led by
Harry Bridges. He attended the University
of Hawaii and received a scholarship to the
University of Georgia.

Ariyoshi was back working on the San
Francisco docks when the Japanese struck at
Pearl Harbor. He was one of the rro,ooo
persons of Japanese ancestry - many of them
citizens like him - who were confned behind

the barbed wire and watchtowers of Man-
zanar. Scores of thousands, including his
wife Takeo, were in the detention camps
until 1945. The gate opened for him earlier
because of the need of Idaho beet farmers
for people to do stoop labor, and they
stayed open because of the U.S. Army's
need for Japanese-speaking personnel.

The Army sent Ariyoshi to China, where
he worked for over two years, until 1946.
He came as a sergeant, was commissioned a

lieutenant, and wound up as a civilian
attached to the State Department.

His 6rst assignment was to study the
political re-education of Japanese PO\7s
and take part in psychological warfare
activities. That task took him first to Chong-
qing (Chungking), the war capital, and then,
in October 1944, to Yan'an - the head-
quarters of the Chinese communists. A cave
there remained his base until the Dixie
Mission (the American Army Observer
Group) was withdrawn some 18 months
later. His work broadened to include propa-
ganda tours and other tasks for the Of6ce of
'War Information, interrogations, special
investigations, and general intelligence evalu-
atron.

In Chongqing he talked with Soong Ching
Ling (Mme. Sun Yat-sen), whose steadfast
courage he admired until the end of his days.
That she reciprocated his esteem was re-
vealed dramatically at the time of his Smith
Act trial in r95z-57 when she sent him her
mother's wedding dress in the hope it could
raise money for his defense.

And in Yan'an, he became a friend of the
leaders of a people's war that was changing
the balance of political power in China. He
visited the communist-held areas in north-

'nest China and the Anhui-Jiangsu border
region in central China. He made two trips
to Kalgan in Inner Mongolia. The onrush of
impressions and long hours of talk put
many things in place for him, about Hawaii
and all America as well as about China.
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As an American soldier assigned to liaison duties between American and Chinese Communist forces during \World War II,
Koii Ariyoshi met Mao Tsetung a number of times. (Photo: courresy of H. Deane)

Ariyoshi kept a sharp eye on his fellow GIs in
China. He cringed to hear GIs call Chinese
"slopes" and in various ways demonstrate
prejudice and ignorance. But he found too
that some Americans were getting at the
truth, that some genuine and lasting
Chinese-American friendship was in the
making. Ariyoshi told the story of Edward
Rohrbough, head of an Office of 1i7ar In-
formation branch in Fujian (Fukien), who
staged a one-man, one-week sitdown strike
in a prison in a vain effort to save the life
o( Yang Zhao, an OWI employee who was
arrested and tortured by the Guomindang
(Kuomintang) police.

Ariyoshi saw the turn in nerican policy.'lfhen he arrived in Yan rr, 'Washington

was hesitantly moving toward cooperation
with the communist forces in North China
in an effort to defeat Japan. When he sailed
from Shanghai, the U.S. was engaged in
massive intervention to sustain Chiang
Kai-shek's crumbling regime.

In April 1945, Ariyoshi proved by direct
investigation that Chiang's troops were
using U.S. arms in raids on con.rmunist-held
areas. He toured border villages heavily
damaged by mortar fire and then looted by
Guomindang soldiers who raped the
women, cut the well ropes, and mixed
manure into the grain they couldn't take.
Scrawls on the walls boasted that the Reds
wouldn't last long because "we have U.S.
arms." Villagers collected U.S.-made rrrorrar
shells and 6ns for him.

After he returned to Yan'an, Chou En-lai,
Chu Teh, and Ye Jian-ying (Yeh Chien-
ying) called on him in his cave and ques-
tioned him about his findings. Chou asked

him to urge 'l7ashington to withdraw irs
lendlease equipment from China as a de-
terrent to civil war.

Ariyoshi's convictions led him into con-
versations with General Albert C. Vede-
meyer, Stillwell's successor as the U.S.
commander, and U.S. Ambassador Patrick
J. Hurley, ln hours-long private sessions

with them in Chongqing, he explained ex-
haustively why he felt U.S. intervention
against the communists would fail. The
people were increasingly on the side of the
communists, and for American troops to
attempt what the tough Imperial Army had
failed to accomplish in North and Central
China would be folly, he said. 'Wedemeyer's

In r97r, Ariyoshi returned to China, where he was warmly greeted as an old friend
by Chou En-lai. (Photo: courtesy of H. Deane)
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face turned cloudy and he made evident his
total disbelief, Hurley said, and repeated
it, "Young man, you have been fooled by
communist propaganda. "

Ariyoshi flew to Shanghai to brief four
newly arrived U.S. generals in an Air Force
map room. Later he reported at length to
General George Marshall, who was starting
a doomed effort to keep the Guomindang
regime in power. Ariyoshi's words to his
superiors achieved nothing. But in later
speeches and writings, he added directly to
the understanding of the American people.

After the war, Ariyoshi became editor of
the Honolulu Record.In a highly publicized
trial in r95z-5j, Ariyoshi and six other
Hawaiians were convicted of conspiring to
overthrow the U,S. government by force and
violence in violation of the Smith Act.
(".We're trying you for what's in your
head," the prosecutor snapped at him once.)
Appeal proceedings won a reversal after
dragging on for five years. After his initial
arrest and release on bail, Ariyoshi began a
series of 59 articles for the HonoluLu Record
under the title "My Thoughts: For Which I
Stand Indicted," an act of resistance to
McCarthyism.In y of these articles he told
about his experiences in China and the story
of how the Chinese people stood up to their
oppressors and began the transformation of
their ancient society.

The ping-pong opening that culminated
in Nixon's China visit of February ry72
brought great changes in Ariyoshi's life.
From the "Red Florist" (he had opened a

flower shop after the Record foundered), he

became a sought-out authority on China.
He was among the first to be invited to the
People's Republic, in the fall ol r97r, and
in this first of several visits he found the
new China of reality even more impressive
than he had imagined. The Honolulu Star-

Bulletin published a series of articles by him,
and schools and organizations that once
shunned him now invited him to speak.

Ariyoshi played a major role in the for-
mation of the Hawaii-China Peoples Friend-
ship Association (now the U.S.-China
Peoples Friendship Association of Honolulu)
and served as its president from the be-
ginning. He was chief editor of the Associa-
tion's ChinaNewsletter. He played a leading
role in the formation of the national U.S.-
China Peoples Friendship Association and
was elected an at-large member of the
National Steering Committee at the 1974
founding convention in Los Angeles and at
succeeding conventions in Chicago and
Philadelphia.

In April 1976, a few months before his
death, the Hawaii House of Representa-
tives unanimously adopted a resolution
honoring him. It cited his courageous resis-
tance to McCarthyism, his founding of the
USCPFA of Honolulu, and his commitment
to social progress. Typically he devoted the
ebbing strength of his last days to his duties
in the USCPFA. In a hospital bed interview,
published in the Star-Bulletin, he joined in
mourning the death of Mao Tsetung,
assessed his tremendous achievements, and
explained why he was confident that the
forward course of the Chinese Revolution
would not be reversed.

'When he worked on the docks in the
green of his years, Ariyoshi was a member
of one of the star teams - teams of especi-
ally strong, agile, and alert men capable of
handling the trickiest and heaviest loads.
He left the docks for other things, but he

never left the star team.
The National USCPFA has chosen to

honor Koji Ariyoshi by establishing an
award in his name and a memorial fund to
finance publication of some of his writings.

This rare r94os photograph of Mao Tsetung, Chou EnJai, and Chu Teh was taken
by Ariyoshi.

Lin
continued lrom page fi

means to go back to a society in which the
few exploit the many for their own benefit.
But what was revisionist and what wasn't?
'Were specialized technical or research teams
elitist-even if they included workers as well
as technical people? 'Was the entire older
generation of Ieaders "tainted" because they
had been born and raised under the old,
bourgeois society? People argued, and fac-
tions formed. Slanders and intrigues started
by the "gang" and their allies inflamed al-
ready bad situations. In some places vio-
lence between factions replaced rational
discussion.

Meanwhile production stagnated as fac-
tional dispute soured relations between
workers. Under heavy attack from the
"gang of four," some people stopped trying
to move ahead on production lest they be

accused of being counterrevolutionaries.
Zhengzhou, the major junction of the
Peking-lfuhan railway line, oue of China's
main rail arteries, was virtually paralyzed
through interr.ral strife, a breakdown that
seriously affected the whole economy. Fine,

said the "gang of four"-"Bettei a socialist
train that's late than a capitalist train that's
on time!" For those who stood up to the
"gang of four," this was nonsense. 'Why not
a sociaList train that ran on time? Revolu-
tionary struggle was supposed to make eco-
nomic life better, not destroy it! Mao had
said, "Grasp revolution, promote produc-
tion."

Revolutionary struggle was also not sup-
posed to set rvorkers at one another's
tl.rroats. But here again the "gang of four"
completely distorted the principles of revo-
lutionary struggle which NIao Tsetung,
Chou En-lai, and other leaders had prac-
ticed for so long. Mao had said that 95
percent of the Chinese people favored so-
cialism. The few genuine counterrevolution-
aries-Liu Xiao-qi, Lir-r Biao, or agents of
the Guomindang (Kuomintang), for in-
stance-should be struggled against ar.rd

placed in situatior.rs where they could do no
more damage, particularly if they u'ere it.t

positior.rs of authority. That was the wa1,

to deal with antagor.ristic cor.rtradictior.rs,
that is, cor.rtradictior.rs which ir.rvolved
proven ar.rd incorrigible enemies of the
people.

But one should be very careful in labeling
someone an enemy of the people. Honest
people, revolutionaries, also made mistakes,
even serious mistakes. That d.idn't meke
them enemies.Wrong ideas should be strug-
gled against through rationxl :rrgument xnd
debate, throtrgh open discussions involving
as many people as possible. People u 1.ro

make mistakes should be helped to correct
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them through educarion, criticism, and per-
suasion. Never, never through force.

Revolutionary strategy, as Mao con-
ceived it and practiced it, was to "unite the
many to defeat the few." In the civil war
Ieading up to the founding of the People's
Republic, Mao had succeeded in uniting the
vast majority in China, hundreds of millions
of people, against the relative har.rdful rep-
resented by Chiang Kai-shek and his fol-
lowers. Mao had also said, ".. . unite and
don't split; be open and aboveboard; don't
intrigue and conspire." But split and cor.r-
spire is exactly what the "gang of four" did.

NC: 'Why would they want to take the
chance of damaging production?

Lin: By now, we can see something of
the "gang's" strategy for seizing power in
China. Apparently one of their private slo-
gans was "Foment disorder all over China,
keep Shanghai orderly." Shanghai, which
the "gang" and its supporters thought of as
their stronghold, was notably free of the
factional disorders which the "gang" in-
cited in the rest of China. They hoped, ap-
parently, that people all over China-sick
of the factional strife, and not realizing that
the "gang" was behind most of the trouble

-would ultimately turn to Jiang Qing and
her followers, who were supposedly doing
a good job in Shanghai, as the only pos-
sible saviors of the situation.

But perhaps the most important part of
the "gang's" strategy was their attempt to
attack and overthrow the regular leadership
at all levels. Again, this was a corruption of
Mao's position. During the early srages of
the Cultural Revolution, Mao had called
for the removal of the few revisionists in
positions of Party leadership. Again, he dis-
tinguished between real enemies of the peo-
ple, such as Liu Xiao-qi, and those officials
who had made mistakes but could be re-
habilitated through a period of hard work
and study in the countryside. The "gang"
tried to extend this into an attack on all
leaders-except those they could turn into
allies and supporters.

Like Lin Biao before them, the "gang"
identified Chou En-lai as their chief target.
Not only was he the Premier and chief ad-
ministrator of the far-flung organs of the
Chinese government, he also er.rjoyed enor-
mous popularity among the people and the
support of countless officials who had
known and worked with him over many
years. Since ry35 he had been one of the
strongest supporters of Mao's ideas, and a

firm opponer.rt of intrigue, cor-rspiracy, and
the maneuvers of those who would seek
power for their own ends.

The r974 Pi Lin Pi Kong movement,
which was supposed to be for the purpose
of analyzing and criticizing the similar
ideas of Lin Biao and the ancient Chinese
philosopher Confucius, was turned into an

attack on a number of experienced leaders
who were ther.r being "rehabilitated" after
being removed from office during the Cul-
tural Revolution. Though they did not say
so openly, the attack was also partly di-
rected at Chou En-lai, who was ir.r charge of
the rehabilitation process. Without the ap-
proval of Mao or the Party Central Com-
mittee, the "gar-rg" convened two large
mobilization meetings in Peking featuring
inflammatory calls to "seize back power"
from the reinstated leaders. 'rJ7hen Mao
heard of it, he vetoed the nationwide cir-
culation of tapes of the meetings prepared
by the "gang of four."

The "gang's" hatred of Chou En-lai cor.r-

tinued after his death. Through their con-
trol of the media, they banned most

The "gang of four," shouting the slogan
about preferring a socialist train that's
late to a capitalist train that's on time,
attempt to stop a locomotive labeled
"Grasp revolution, promote
production." (Cartoon by 10[u Ming,
Ta Kung Paz, Hongkong, April 27,
r977)

memorial articles on the Premier. They
stopped distribution of a documentary film
on his life which ended with scenes of the
vast outpouring of grief at his death. They
tried to ban all memorial services for Chou.
The scheme backfired. Instead of erasing
his memory and influence, the "gang's"
actions helped expose their true characrer.
Their efforts to suppress popular expres-
sions of mourning for Chou earned them
the undying hatred of great masses of the
Chinese people.

This is the context of their arrack on
Deng Xiao-ping. It was to discredit Chou
and the whole first echelon of Party lead-
ers. They hoped that Deng's downfall
would open the field to further attack. [The
interview was conducted prior to the July

zr,1977,decision of the Party Central Com-
mittee to restore Deng Xiao-ping to his
posts.-Eds.l

At all levels, and with ir.rcreasing vehe-
mence as Mao's fir.ral illness gave them less

arld less time to establish their own control,
the "gang" attempted to discredit and over-
throw experienced leaders-in the Party, in
factories or communes, or in the army-
and to replace them with the "gang's" own
followers. Many who saw what rvas hap-
pening, and protested, were arrested on or-
ders of the "gang," threatened, and jailed
if they persisted in opposing the "gang's"
maneuvers. Because such procedures were
strictly against the law and were carried out
in great secrecy, and because the "gang"
controlled most of the Chir.rese press, many
in China did not reahze (or a long time
what was happening. But at all levels there
were people who defied the "gang" and
stood fast on principle despite heavy per-
secutions by the "gang of four." And as

word spread of their activities, anger and
disgust at the "gang" grew.

Some of the "gang's" most serious dis-
ruptions were in the culrural field, in which
Jiang Qing had been active since the early
days of the Cultural Revolution. Mao's
basic ideas or.r socialist art an'd literature
had been summarized in "Talks at the
Yan'an (Yenan) Forum on Literature and
Art" (1942). In it he had said that culture
should serve the masses, lrot just a small
intellectual elite. The broad masses of peo-
ple should participate in all aspects of cul-
ture-as spectators, as creators of their own
works of art, and as critics of what was
produced. In the 195os, the "Let a Hur.rdred
Flowers Blossom" can-rpaign sought to nur-
ture a variety of artistic and cultural forms
by encouraging a wide range of expression.
In the early years of the Cultural Revolu-
tion, artists inspired by Mao's ideas about
taking culture to the people created new
art forms, new works, and new ways of
spreadir.rg culture (such as the traveling
theater troupes which brought plays and
operas to far-flung communes in the coun-
tryside).

Mao had said the arts should serve the
people, reflect the interests and concerns
of the workers and peasants, and promote
socialist ideals. Works that promoted re-
visionist ideas were not acceptable, but the
best way to insure that art did reflect good
things was to involve workers, peasants,
aud other ordinary people in its develop-
ment. In the early days of the Cultural
Revolution, this did happen. \Voiking peo-
ple attended rehearsals and offered criticism
and advice to the artists creating plays and
operas. They took part in the making of
films.

But when Jiang Qing became involved in
the production and criticism of the per-
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forming arts, things changed. She and her
allies became self-appointed tyrants of the
arts-the sole judges of what was and was
not politically correcr in the arrs. It had
never been Mao's idea that a small group of
bureaucrats should control the arts and de-
termine what could and could not be
shown. But under Jiang Qing, thar's exactly
what happened. Many old, popular works
were eliminated. Ner,r, films were made and
then shelved because they did nor meet with
her approval-including The Pioneers, t
film about the Daqing oil field, because it
had the approval of Chou En-lai. Overall,
very few works did meet wirh her approval.

Many artists who had firsthand experi-
ence of the "gang's" tactics, and tried to
expose them, found themselves in deep
trouble. In January 1977 lhad dinner with
the noted pianist Liu Shi-kun and his wife,
both of whom had been imprisoned for
many months because of their opposition
to Jiang Qing's tyranr.ry in the performing
arts.

NC: If the "gang of four" were simply
opportunists who used revohltionary rhet-
oric to oppose the Revolution, then was it
all, as 

-STestern 
press reports have indi-

cated, just a power struggle over who would
rule China?

Lin: Only in the sense that every serious
political struggle is of necessity also a power
struggle carried on by individuals or groups.
But every individual or group taking part in
that struggle also, necessarily, represer-rts a
political positior.r-a class line-which ulti-
mately leads in one directior.r or anorher. Ir
isn't always immediately clear what .,line',
is being taken. As we've seen, the ,,gang of
four" billed themselves as ardent revolu-
tionaries. But as the consequences of their
activities unfolded over a long period of
time, it's quite easy, especially for those di-
rectly affected-the Chinese people them-
selves-to see that objectively rhey dtd not
represent the interests of the workers and
the peasants. In fact, they represented a
revisionist tendency-they wanted to revise
and reverse revolutionary theory and policy;
to take the guts out of them. This is the
same thing Chairman Mao wamed against
when he said, "If we don't fight revisionism
in the Party, then the Chinese Conrmunist
Party will go on the capitalist road, and
China will become a fascist countrv.',

Today's Chinese workers and peasants,
only a generation from the stark oppres-
sion and grinding poverty of rhe past, want
botlr revolu tion and production. Tl.re
"g^ng," in effect, wanted neither. Their
strategy called for er.r.rascularir.rg theory by
endless nanre-calling and causing so much
confusion that the economy would fall into
anarchy and paralysis.

The numerous examples which have been
uncovered of the "gang of four's" appro-

priation of special luxuries and privileges
for themselves and their followers is a fur-
ther clear sign of what direction they were
taking.

NC: About your reference to fascism:
how is the danger posed under socialism?

Lin: Chairman Mao's warning about the
possibility of a socialist country becoming
fascist is related to the nature of the socialist
political economy. lfhat happens when a

revolutionary takeover of capitalist enter-
prises occurs-as in China in ry49-5o? At
the inception of a socialist government, a

lot of scattered capitalist enterprises, some
of which may already be monopolies, are
combined into a smaller number of srare
monopolies. The concentration of eco-
nomic power is more intense than ever be-
fore, but now, under socialism, production
and distribution are under the direct con-
trol of the masses of the people.

But continuing class struggle must go on
in a socialist country to consolidate the
control of the working people over rheir
own economic enterprises. 'Without 

class
struggle, if the leadership degenerates into
an elite group who act like private owners

-though in legal terms they are not-this
elite group can take complete control of
production and distribution. They can then
appropriate for themselves rhe wealth
created by the masses of the people, and
when such economic control is combined
with a monopoly of political power, rhen
fascism quickly develops.

China needs, as any socialist country
does, both democracy and centralism. Cen-
tralism allows for sysrematic planning of
production and distribution for the benefit
of the whole society. Democracy insures
that the leadership of the country is in tlre
hands of the workers. Both are vital. If
democracy is forgotten, thrown overboard
by a new group of exploiters, then central-
ism, acting singly, can produce a dangerous
situation. One would have not just a capi-
talist society, but a rapid deterioration to
the most extreme right-wing form of
capitalism-fascism-due to the combina-
tion of high economic concentration and
state power.

The Chinese point to the Soviet Union
as the prime example of what can happen
when a socialist country takes the capitalisr
road. In the Soviet Union, over the past two
decades, there has been a continuxl recon-
centration of economic enterprise, an in-
creasing concentratiorr ir-rto huge state
combines. These are manipulated by only
a few people. Perhaps the top stratLrm of
especially privileged, high-salaried people
in government and management numbers
some two million out of , jo million. But
control of the state and of economic enter-
prises is in the hands of a much smaller,
powerful oligarchy. A terrorist police state
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has been established internally, while ex-

ternal relations are characterized by aggres-

sion and competition vvith other imperialist
powers. For the workers and peasants, who

are the vast maiority of the Soviet people,

the results have been disastrous. It is this

aspect that the Chinese are concerned

about, and they are determined that China

will not follow this road.
NC: \7hat is the role of the ordinarY

Chinese people in such political struggles?

Lin: In a country like China, the partic-

ipation of the masses of the people occurs

at every level. It is encouraged by the Party'

A basic principle of Mao Tsetung, Chou

En-lai, and all other real revolutionaries
is to unite with the masses-that is, not to
impose their own ideas on a passive people

but to listen to the masses, crystallize their

wishes and ideas on a higher theoretical
level, and develop policies that will fulfill
the real aspirations of the people at each

stage of development. At the same time,
they have emphasized the extreme impor-
tance of raising the political consciousness

of the masses, of making them more and

more aware of the political principles which

lie behind this or that position' this or that
policy, this or that style of political leader-

ship. Movements such as the Cultural Rev-

olution, or now the movement to criticize

the actions of the "gang of four," are mass

movements. They ultimately raise the
political consciousness of the people and

get them involved in revolutionary struggle

at all levels.
The Western press tries to give the idea

that political struggles take place far above

the heads of ordinary people. One side in

the struggle may, in iact, try to make arbi-
trary decisions apart from the people and

against their interests. This is how the
"gang ol four" operated. So the other side

may struggle against this position, and the
'W'estern press may interpret this as a
power struggle.

But there are vast differences between a

group like the "gang of four" and a revolu-
tionary group, who are genuinely concerned
with the strategies and goals of revolution,
and the economic development of China.
The revolutionaries use struggle to estab-

lish a political line with broad-based sup-
port, and are concerned with the interests
of the vast majority of the people. The op-
portunists are only interested in achieving
power.

NC: All this raises the question of
whether the "gang of four" were "ultra-
left," as some'Western observers believe, or
"ultra-right," as the Chinese sav. Which of
these descriptions fits?

Lin: The terms "left" and "right" orig-
inated in 'Western parliamentary politics.
Since the criteria for using them vary widely
with the political standpoints of the users,
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they are sometimes of little help as analy-
tical tools. If one is talking about revolu-
tionary theory, it seems to me that the terms
can be properly used to designate where a

person or group stands in relatior-r to the
forward movement of history.

The "ultra-]eft" are those who have lost
contact with reality and the masses of the
people by espousing an impetuous or un-
realistic course of action when the objec-
tive conditions do not exist for it. The
"right" are those who have a/so lost con-
tact with reality and the masses by falling
behind and resisting or trying to turn back
their struggles for freedom. Where does the
real left stand? It stands within the ranks of
the people, at their forefront, with the for-
ward movement of social real.ity, partic-
ipatir.rg in their struggles.

Now let us apply this yardstick to the
"gang of four."

There is no point in denying that they
employed an "ultra-left" rhetoric. But it is
highly questionable to conclude thar they
or their political line were "ultra-left" in
nature. Closer scrutiny would lead one to
favor the Chinese analysis for two reasons.

First, the "gang of four" used conspira-
torial and fascist-like means to seek per-
sonal power. Under no circumstances can
this be properly described as anything but
"ultra-right." During a visit to Peking in
January, I met a young woman from
Shanghai who had finally been exonerated
after being jailed by order of Zhang Chun-
qiao for three years, without trial. Her
"crime" was to have innocently transmitted
some material she had come across acci-
dentally in the course of an investigation
during the Cultural Revolution. The ma-
terial implic ated Zhang Chun-qiao with
the Guomindang in the 193os.

Second, the "gang of four" were political
dissemblers, using "ultra-left" rhetoric as

demagoguery while they themselves led
lives that were contrary to their declared
revolutionary ideals.

NC: In the future, what will help pre-
vent groups like the "gang of four" from
seizing power?

Lin: The primary hope of preventing
this, in my view, is the political awareness
of the people. This awareness is the ulti-
mate guarantee that China will not go the
wrong way. The Chinese believe that with-
out this, there are no institutional devices-
no paper guarantees-that will by them-
selves prevent such power seizures. Yet
socialist institutions can and should be per-
fected and made more responsive to the
will of the people. There are quesrions that
must be clarified about the rights of the
people to express themselves without fear
of reprisal, about the role of the courts, the
control of the media, and so on. But there
is no substitute for the direct involvement

of all the people in the struggles to choose
and supervise their own leaders and policies
and to build socialist China at a high level
of political consciousness.

These issues are high in the minds of the
people after the downfall of the "four." It
will take time to iron them out. But first
and foremost, the ultimate goal is to see to
it that political power remains in the hands
of those who represent the interests of the
workers and peasants, the vast masses of
the Chinese people.

NC: If the Chinese leadership wants
people to become politically conscious and
to learn from the acts of the "gang of four,"
how do you explain such things as airbrush-
ing Jiang Qing and her associates out of
historical photographs?

Lin: I think to have done that is under-
standable, to keep those people out of the
public eye, to eliminate them from any as-
sociation with political respectability in the
revolutionary sense. Personally, I feel this is
not a good way to go about it. It seems
formalistic. The historical record is there,
and the critique should be made from the
record. I would personally rather see it
handled with a caption, or some such de-
vice, that would point out or remind people
of the backward role she and the other
"B rg" members played.

NC: How were the "gang ol four" able
to gain such power, and to retain it for
such a long time?

Lin: During the early stages of the Cul-
tural Revolution, Jiang Qing and the others
seemed on the lace of it to be taking pro-
gressive positions. Certainly they took part
in the campaign to defeat the rightist Liu
Xiao-qi. And I think that gets at an impor-
tant point about revolutionary struggle in
China. Before 1949, and some years after-
ward, revisionists-those who wanted to
turn the clock back-were quite open about
their opposition to Mao Tsetung arld the
revolutionary movement he led. But for
some years now, outright revisior-rists have
been so exposed and discredited that it has
been impossible for them to attack directly
from the outside. Nobody would listen to
anyone who openly opposed Mao Tsetung
and socialism. So these backward forces
emerged in disguised form.

Mao Tsetung warned of this condition
in the late fifties when he reminded the
Chinese people that classes and class
struggle still continued, and again in the
early r96os wher.r he pointed our thar the
chief danger lay not in outright opposirion
from outside the Communist Party, but
in the few highly placed people in the Party
who were still taking the "capitalist road."
Liu Xiao-qi had openly opposed Mao's
ideas. But beginning with Lin Biao and cor.r-
tinuing with the "gang of four," opponents
have billed themselves as the strongest sup-

porters of Mao, as "super-revolutionaries."
Under these circumstances, it has not al-
ways been possible for the Chinese people
to recognize the revisionists' true colors, at
least not until the consequences of their
activities had unfolded over a long period
of time.

I think you must also remember that
China is just one generation away from the
old exploitative society. This means that a
great many of the old, backward forces are
still present in the new society. Inequalities
are still present under socialism-between
mental and manual Iabor, for instance, or
between city and countryside, and workers

China
Everybody Be Busy

Euerybody be busy in China
Working in the jelds
Worbing in the factories
Working in the plan*,
Working in the homes

Working in the neighborhoods
Ard studying in the schools.

There be absolutely nobody
Stading arouttd doing nothing
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Finger popping to the.iuke box
In the Last Lap Lounge
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Euerybody be busy in Chfua.
There be nobody shooting pool
In Joe's Recreation Parlor.
There be no pool halls
To laze around and plot in.
Euerybody be working in China.

There be no people unemployetl
Also there be no body on welfure
Or on the relief rolls.

They say euerybody in China be in
" The seruice of the people."
That means that what they be doing
They be doingfor thenselues.
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and peasants-and these inequalities can
lead to the development of new backward
forces who feel they should have special
privileges. Despite the fact that the political
consciousness of the workers and peasants
is enormously greater than it was in 1949,
it is still developing.

Apparently Mao Tsetung recognized the
danger inherent in the "gang of four" at
least by ry74. ln the spring of 1974, at a

Politburo meeting, he issued one of many
open warnings to Jiang Qing and the
others: "Take care, don't form yourselves
into a faction of four!" During the same
year, when Wang Hong-wen came secretly

to Mao with faked charges against Premier
Chou, he was rebuked again and sent on
his way. By the end of 1974, according to
most reports, Mao and Jiang Qing were
living in separate residences after he had
sent her a letter explaining why further
conversations or dealings were useless,
since she never heeded his advice anyway.

NC: \fhy did Mao not take more direct
steps to expose the "gang of four"?

Lin: One explanation is Mao's longstand-
ing conviction that people can be persuaded
to see the error of their ways. Mao always
tried to reason with opponents, to educate
them, rather than to use the power he un-

Poems

Tan Ya Hsiu
Tai Yi Fatg
Wei Tsui Pirg
Wei Po Weng
and Chung Chih Ming
My Chinese sisters

Three weeks ago

I hardly knew you
You were to ffie as I was to You
Unknown quantities
To each other.

Euen though all of us

Are women together

Each of whom has been holding up

Our halues of the world.
My Chinese sisters

Whenlwasachild
They said that you
Liued on the other side

Of the earth.

And that if I would dig
Straight down in
My back yard
I would colile to
Your country !
Whenlwasachild
I saw pictures of you
In my geography books
And you looked uery strange
To me with your ffirent eyes

Looking at you
Made me think of
All the mouies I had seen

With Mr- Moto and Mr.
Fu Manchu!

by Margaret Burroughs

To My Chinese Sisters

doubtedly had to suppress them-a stark
contrast to the actions of the "gang of
{our" in dealing with their opponents. An-
other reason, possibly, is Mao's belief in the
importance of mobilizing the masses in any
political struggle. Mao's open opposition to
the "gang of four" at an earlier stage might
have effectively stopped the "gang's" activ-
ities, but Mao's intervention would not
have raised the political consciousness of
the people in the sense that the current
campaign has. By the time of the arrest of
the "gang of four," most Chinese had seen

for themselves that these were not true
revolutionaries, but the most callous power-
seekers. They had recognized the revolu-
tionary rhetoric as a thin disguise for the
basic revisionism of the "gang of four."
They had once more been presented with
striking evidence of the dangers of revision-
ism. Mao always believed that the masses

make history, not just leaders-not even
Mao Tsetung. He believed that the people
would ultimately recognize and defeat their
enemies. And for the sake of developing
their political consciousness, of helping
them take an ever more firm grasp of their
own destiny, Mao was willing to let the
"gang of four" play out their,ultimately
futile attempt to seize power.

NC: The Chinese press has emphasized a

number of times that Hua Guo-feng was

personally chosen by Mao Tsetung as the
new Party Chairman. The American press,

especially during the fall 1976 elections,
made much of this seemingly undemocratic
way of choosing a leader.

Lin: Chinese leaders, whether in the Party,

or the government, are chosen by an elec-
toral system which goes up from the basic
level. At every stage, the next level of lead-
ership is chosen from those elected at the
previous level. In the case of Hua, although
he was nominated by Mao, Iegally, as Party
Chairman, he still had to be endorsed bv
the Party Central Committee and, as Pre-
mier, by the National People's Congress.

Politically, though, in effecc it rvas Mao's
approval that carried the day. In a moment
of crisis, his endorsement of Hua prevented
a political vacuum that rnight have put
power into the hands of the "gang of four."
Even after Mao designated Hua as his
choice, the "gang of four" still tried to gain
power. If things had been allowed to go on,
they would have used the media to discredit
Hua, which might have paved the wav for
a coup d'6tat.

In the particular historical circunrstarrce,
it was important for Mao to endorse some-
one. 'What you have to remember is the
enormous prestige Mao enjoyed amoug the
Chinese people, ar-rd the unprecedente.l nl-
ture of the transition. Since assuming le:rd-
ership of the Chinese Revolution in r9 js.
Mao had demonstrated, again lncl lgrin

Tan Ya Hsiu
Toi Yi Fang
Wei Tsui Ping
We
and h Ming
My ters

Just three weeks ago

All we ktew of you
say

urant
In Chicago's Chirctown.
But all oJ that k ffirent
Today. Three weeks later
The paper curtain
Separating the East and the West
Which has kept us apart so lorg
As women and os peoples
Has at last been torn dwdy,
By the power of
Our combined wofien's hands.
And out true selues, our true hearts

Haue been reuealed to
And shared with each other
Enriching us mutually
As we share cultures
From East to West
And West to East.
Is it any woniler then

Tan Ya Hsiu
Tai Yi Fang
Wei Tsui Ph'tg

Wei Po Wcng
and Chung Chih Ming
Why I must steel myselJ'
Against expressing wy womanliness
,4s I bid goodbye to
You, Tan, Tai, Wei Tsui, Wei Po and Chung
My Chinese Slsrers.
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USCPFA Pamphlets
Chou En-lai and
the Chinese Revolution $1.9s

A short biography and an account ol
his role in the Chinese Revolution by
Debbie Davison and Mark Selden in-
troduce William Hinton,s exclusive in_
terviews of the late Premier, originally
serialized in New China magazine.

Deep Roots in Two Countries 25C
Jim Veneris, an American worker and
ex-Gl, has lived in China for 23 years,
married, and raised a family. On a recent
visit to the U.S. he discussed his rea-
sons for choosing to live in the People's
Republic after the Korean War and his
current life as a factory worker.

Black Man in the New China 2SC
The thoughts of a Black American writer
about his tour of the People's Republic,
and the implications or China's Cultural
Revolution for Black activism in the
United States.

Opium and China:
New China Kicked the Habit 25(

The history of opium in China; how mil-
lions were addicted by the time of Liber-
ation in 1949; and how the People's Re-
public successfully rooted out addiction
and the opium traffic, while effectively
rehabilitating addicts.

The Taiwan Ouestion,
Roadblock to Friendship 25e

An historical analysis of the Taiwan
question, including the legal and histor-
ical precedents for China's position that
Taiwan is a province of China.

Available from your local US-China
Peoples Friendship Association or
through the USCPFA National Office,
2700 West 3rd St., Room 102, Los Angeles,
CA 90057. Bulk rates available.

CLASSIFIED

Pop_ular Management and Pay in China by R. M. Bernardo,
prelace by L. G. Reynolds. OD and MBO views taken
mong others. Mail author grj.oo at r55z Oxford, Berkeley,
CA g+zog for imported copy.

and in countless ways, that he srood on the
side of the workers and peasants, that his
ideas and policies could lead the Chinese
people away from the bitter pasr of exploi-
tation and forward along the revolutionary
road. Chou En-lai and Chu Teh, the only
leaders whose prestige even neared that of
the Chairman, were dead. Mao was fully
aware of the rnachinations of the "gang of
four." Under these circumstances, the last
act he could perform for his people was
to give his endorsement to someone he
thought could lead the Revolution forward
into the zrst century.

NC: We hear a great deal these days
about intense emphasis on production, re-
search, and technological development in
Chir-ra, about a possible rise in the wage
scale, about "labor emulation campaigns,"
and other things which some people claim
are a turning away from the revolutionary
years of the Cultural Revolution. Is it pos-
sible that the Chinese people are overreact-
ing against the policies of the "gang of
four," and there is now a tendency to neg-
lect the revolutionary advances of the last
decade?

Lin: I think the best evidence that this is
not happening is the fact that all of the
striking new movements and institutions
developed during the Cultural Revolurion
are flourishing; they are in no sense being
neglected. Examples would be the bare-
foot doctor movement, the movement for
middle-school graduates to spend a few
years in the countryside, the integration of
theory and practice at all educatior.ral levels,
and the "three-in-one cornbination" of
administrator-technician-worker teams in
productive enterprises.

I think this last is particularly imporrar.rt.
Let me say again thar there is norhing
wrong with concentrating on production or
research. The point is, who controls the
productive process, who benefits from it?
If workers were being shoved aside in favor
of control by a managerial or technical
elite, then I'd say yes, rhat's a very bad sign.
But in fact administrators, technicians, and
Party cadres are still taking part ir.r produc-
tive labor, and workers are still participating
in research and management. That's a pro-
gressive move toward eliminating the dis-
parities between people, the distinctions be-
tween mental and manual labor.

Raisirrg the wage scale has norhing to do
with material incentives-the rewarding of
some workers at the expense of others. It
is rather parr of the effort to raise the stand-
ard of living for everybody. All past changes
in the wage scale have resulted not only in
overall raises for every worker, but also in
a narrowing of the disparities between the
highest-paid and lowest-paid workers.

"Emulation campaigns" in China have
nothing to do with the kind of competitive

productive relations - ch at acterized by ma-
terial bonuses, piece rates, and profit-
makir.rg-you will find in'Western capitalist
societies or, now, in the Soviet Union,
where productive units are in fierce com-
petition with one another, and managers
are financially rewarded for outdoing other
units. Chinese emulation campaigns are a

matter of comradely rivalry, designed to
increase overall production in the spirit of
learning {rom one another; no material
bonuses are involved. Such friendly com-
petitions, with a banner or scroll awarded
to the winning facrory unit or conlmune
brigade (and often a party for winners and
losers), are an old tradition in socialist
China and add a certain spice to the daily
round of work. Of course we may actuallt,
see isolated cases of questionable practices.
I have heard of a Shanghai factory experi-
menting again with bonuses. This needs to
be investigated and if it is true, criticisms
are bound to take place. This is part of the
overall struggle to keep China on the revo-
lutionary path.

Let me say it would be perfectly natural
for scattered revisionist forces to try to take
advantage o( this transition period to push
their backward ideas. But from all I can
discover, they are not meetin; with rluch
success. It seems to me, rather, that the
serious struggles of the Cultural Revolution
and against the "gar.rg of four" have re-
sulted in a tremendous upsurge of political
consciousness, that in fact these struggles
have armed the Chinese people as never
before agairrst the dangers of opporrur.rists
who use revolutionary rhetoric to hide their
own goals. And the dangers were very real.
Many Chinese describe the downfall of the
"gang of four" as China's "second liber-
ation."

The Chinese people are very busy repair-
ing the damages left behind by the "gar.rg

of four" in the economy and in the political
and cultural life of China. There is a firm
colrviction that the only way to move for-
ward is to keep to the revolutionary road,
rejecting revisionist ideas ur.rder whatever
label they are packaged. In 1975 Chou
En-lai, at the Fourth National People's
Congress, set out a plan for the future de-
velopment of China's economy. It was a

revolutionary plan, involving not just great
leaps in production, but the building of an
economy that was firmly in the hands of
the working people, which would serve
their needs and guarantee a dramatic rise
in the living standards of all the Chinese
people. l)7ith the fall of the "gang of four,"
the whole population of China seems ro me
to be concentrating with enormous enthu-
siasm on the struggle to reach the goal
enunciated by Chou En-lai-the building
of a modern, developed socialist economy
by the year zooo.

The classified rate is 5o cents a word. There is a r5-word
minimum and a 6o-word maximum. The advqtiser's
address counts as two words, Deadlines for the next three
issues: Summer issue (published April r5), January r5;
Fall issue (pubtished August zr), May r5; Winter'issui
(published November 7), August rS. Send rcpy - prepaid -
to _Nrw CurNa, 4r Union Square West, Rm. 7ir, N,y.,
N.Y. rooo3.

Mao buttons/silk portraits, acupuncture books/supplies,
Oriental medical,/herbal books, books on China and-Asian
studies. Peking Book House, r5zo Sherman, Evanston,
IL 6020r. (1rzl 49r-o477,

Wanted for research: Cbinese Literature back issues, r95r
through 1972. Quote dates, asking price. Thomas Zaniell,o,
Northern Kentucky University, Highland Heights, Ky
4to76.

East Asian Studies Program for high school students, resi-
dential and day. Literature, history and language (Mandarin
Chinese and Japanese). Solebury School, New Hope,
PA r8938. lzr5) 862-526r.
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National Olficez zToo.N?. 3rd St., Rm. roz, Los Angeles, Calif.
9oo57 Qr3) 388-9569

West Coast

Western Region: 5o Oak St., Rm. 5oz, San Francisco, Calit. 94toz
(+ts) 861-oslt

Denver: P.O. Box 45o2, Santa Fe Station, Denver, Colo. 8ozo4
East Bay: zo54 University Ave., Rm. 4or, Berkeley, Calit. 947o4
Eugene: rTro Olive St., Eugene, Ore. 974or
Fresno: P.O. Box 5634, Fresno, Calif. y755

5570
8r4
Calit. 9oo57

Western Region Organizing Committees
Hawaii Island: P.O. Box r5o, Keaau, Hawaii g6l+g
Kauai: waii96766
Marin
Maui:
Pasade ena,

Calif. grror
Reno: rozg N. Virginia St., Reno, Nev. 895o3

Midwest

Midwest Region: 4o7 S. Dearborn, Suite ro3o, Chicago,Ill.6o6o5
(1rz) 9zz-34r4

'!7is. 
53zoz

Minnes 4J j
Mt. Ple 8SS
St. Lou
Yellow 45387

Midwest Organizing Committees
Cleveland: P.O. Box toz99, Cleveland, Ohio 44rro
Northern Prairie: c/o Zirrimermanr,, r3z9 Main St., Carrington,

N.D. 5842r
Upper Peninsula: Box 8, University Center, Northern Michigan

University, Marquette, Mich. 49855

East Coast

Eastern Region: P.O. Box 53, Essex Station, Boston, Mass. ozrrz
(6ry) 298-2497

Albany: Box 71or, Capital Sta., Albany, N.Y. rzzz4
Amherst: 3 Langworthy Rd., Northampton, Mass. oro6o
Baltimore: P.O. Box Tr4z,Baltimore, Md. zrzr8
Binghamton: 57 Grand Blvd., Binghamton, N.Y. r39o5
Boston: P.O. Box 61, Essex Station, Boston, Mass. ozrrz
Buffalo: c/o Univ. Presbyterian Church, y14 Main St., Buffalo,

N.Y. r4zzo
Burlington: z3 Brookside Dr., Underhill, Vt. o5489
Central New Jersey: Box 748, Princeton Junction, N.J. o855o
Connecticut Valley: Box r7o4z, Bishops Corner, W. Hartford,

Conn. o5rr7
Fairfield County: c/o Sills, 3z Charcoal Hill Rd.,'Westport, Conn.

o688o
Ithaca: zrr Cobb St., Ithaca, N.Y. r485o
Metropolitan New Jersey: P.O. Box z563,Plainfield, N.J. o7o6o
Mid-Hudson: c/o Barnett, z7 Du.g Rd., New Paltz, N.Y. rz56r
Nassau County: P.O. Box 117, Glen Head, N.Y. r1545
New Haven: P.O. Box 2o35, Yale Station, New Haven, Conn.

o65zo
New York City: 4r Union Sq. West, Rm. rzz8, New York,

N.Y. rooo3
Norfolk: P.O. Box rrror, Norfolk,Ya.235t7
North Jersey: 553 Maitland Ave., Teaneck,N.J. o7666
Philadelphia: r7r7 Spruce St., Philadelphia,Pa. r9ro3
Pittsburgh: P.O. Box roz48, Pittsburgh, Pa. r5248
Plattsburgh: rrr Court St., Plattsburgh, N.Y. rzgor
Providence: P.O. Box 69o5, Providence, R.L oz9o4
Stony Brook: P.O. Box 7o7, Stony Brook, N.Y. rr79o
Storrs: P.O. Box 38r, Storrs, Conn. o5258
Upper Valley: BoxzTz, Hanover, N.H. o3755
Washington, D.C.: P.O. Box 4o5o3,'Washington, D.C. zoor6
Westchester: P.O. Box yl,Main P.O., New Rochelle, N.Y. ro8oz

Eastern Region Organizing Committees
Charlottesville: rrr ITashington Ave., Charlottesville,Y a. zz9o3
Emery-Glade Springs: Rte. z, Box 348, Glade Springs, Ya.2434o
Keene: RFD ffz,Lane Ridge Rd., Claremont, N.H. o3743
Raritan Valley:258 Delevan St., "F", New Brunswick, N.J. o89or
Riclrmond: P.O. Box zor, Richmond,Ya. zlzoz
Syracuse: 5o4 Allen St., Syracuse, N.Y. r3zro

South

Southern Region: P.O. Box 54664, Atlant4 Ga. 3o3o8
Qo4) 523-6o78

Atlanta: P.O. Box 54664, Atlanta, Ga. 3o3o8
Austin: P.O. Box rr5z, Austin, Tex.78767
Birmingham: P.O. Box 3342, Birmingham, Ala. 352o5
Charlotte: 7o8 Clement Ave., Charlotte, N.C. z8zo4
Gainesville: P.O. Box r59, Gainesville,Fla. 7z6oz
Houston: P.O. Box 6514, Houston, Tex. 77oo5
Knoxville: P.O. Box 16o7o, Univ. of Tennessee Sta., Knoxville,

Tenn.37916
Miami: P.O. Box 1828, Flagler Starion, Miami, Fla. 33ror
Nashville: P.O. Box 12474, Nashville,Tenn. 37zrz
New Orleans: P.O. Box r5735, New Orleans, La.7ot75
North Carolina Triangle: ir.O. So" 2598, Chapel Hill, N.C. 275r4
Sarasota: P.O. Box 3953, Sarasota,Fla. 33578
Tuscaloosa: 163o roth St., Tuscaloosa, Lla.354or

Southern Region Organizing Committees
Broward County: P.O. Box 553, Hollywood,Fla. l3ozz
East Alabama: P.O. Box r163, Auburn, Ala. 3683o
Lexington: r14 Woodford Dr., Lexington, Ky. 4o5o4
Louisville: P.O. Box 7o382, Riverfroot Sta., Louisville, Kv. 4oz7o
Memphis: 1944 Court Ave., Memphis, Tenr.r. 38ro4
San Antonio: P.O. Box rzz54,San Antonio, Tex. 78zrz
Tampa: P.O. Box lrz1,Tampa,Fla. 336or
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Peasant Paintings

from Huhsien County

The peasant painters of Huhsien create an
exuberant art out of the work and political
struggle of their daily lives-a strong, vital
art, rich in color, combining bold design with
intricate detail.

As "spare-time" painters who work on the
communes, they have responded strikingly to
Mao Tsetung's call for works that represent
"...the unity of politics and art, the unity of
content and form... " Their paintings are vivid
statements of the Chinese people's confidence
in their future.

Peasant paintings from China will be on ex-
hibition in the United States this year. See

them if you can. But whether or not you are
able to see the originals, order a copy of
PEASANT PAINTINGS FROM HUHSIEN
C0UNTY. lt is a book worth having!

$5.95: 1O-114" x 11-112" soft-cover album, 80 color
plates. Please pre-pay orders. lnclude sales tax in New
York, lllinois, and California. For orders under $10.00,
add 50 cents for postage and handling. The book may
also be ordered through your local US-China Peoples
Friendsh ip Association.

Also available: peasant painting posters, and greeting
cards. Send for our free catalog and for our brochure on

the Arts and Crafts of China.

China Books
'&Periodicals, Inc.

2929 24th Street, San Francisco, CA 941 10

125 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10003

174W. Randolph Street, Chicago, lL 60601

SUBSGR!BE TO CHINA RECONSTRUCTS
A view of China from the inside, with photos and

feature articles on every aspect of life. Recent issues
have had articles on the struggle against the "gang ol
four's" line on culture, the history of revolutionary wood-
cuts, and China's film industry. Monthly, $3 a year air-
mail.


