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Inwinterthestreams inChina’s

GreaterKhinganMountainsfreezeover.
Theiceisverythick° Thegroundand
theroofsofthehousesareb1anketedin

featherysnow。
Nayan, anO1unchun chⅡd’ was
havingasnowfightwithhisfriends·
TheywereroⅢngmthesnow,1aughing
andshouting.
Sudden1yheheardhisgrandadca1Ⅱng

him. ‘‘Nayan’comequick1y! I,Ⅱtake
yououthuntingwithme.’’
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Nayanhurriedhome,changedmtoasuitofroeskin’withboots

andcaptomatch.OnhiscapapairofrOeant1ershadbeensewn’
andwhenheworeithe1ooked1ikeasmaⅡroehimse1f.Theo1d

hunterwasa1sodressedinfur。Withhisgunonhisshou1derand
hishuntingdogbesidehim’hemountedhisb1ackhorse.
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Nayanrodehischestnutponyand’withhisown1itnehuntmg

dog’ fo11owedGrandad。
Deepsnow1ayovertheforestandicecrysta1shungfromthe

trees’asthoughtheywerecoveredwithapricotb1ossoms.Grandad
andNayanrodefarintotheforest’theirhorses’hoovesgoing
sc7U忆c∏sc7u?0c∏inthesnow.
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Sudden1yGrandadstopped, dismounted｀andcarefuⅡy
begantoexaminethesnow.AsNayandrewUp’pointing
totracksjnthesnow,Grandadsaid: ‘‘Lookatthese!There,s
a1ynxnearby·’’
Thedogssniffedaboutinthesnowandranintothe

shrubsahead. NayanfoⅡowedthemonhisponyandnot
farawaysawa1ynxbaringitsfangsandC1aws,readyto
springononeofthedogs°
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Soonthe1itt1edogranbackwithits
taⅡbetweenits1egs’b1ooddripping
fromitsneck..Nayanwassoangryto
seehisdearⅡtdedogbittensobad1y
thathecried.

GraIidadturned》backthehaironthe

dog’sneckand16Okedat｛i!swound.
《《That’snotbad》》’hesan“it’son1yskin
deep:.He’Ⅱbea11right°Let’sgoafter
that1ynx!”＝Grandad’sdo直｜seemedto
understandWhathemeant;′囱hddashed

forwarda1ongth旦｝racksofthe1ynx.
GraridaddndNayan.foⅡoWedthedog

ti11t№ysaWitSfijpatthefootofapine.
ItbarkedtOwardsthetreetopand
scratchedatthetrunkmaheffortto

c1imbup
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Nayan andGrandad

1ookedUp’andtheremthe
treewasthe1ynx’with

earscocked and eyes
b1azingatthem. Nayan
1ev刨1ed his gun and
shoutedatthe1ynx: ‘‘rⅡ
getyouthis time’ you
brute!’, ‘‘But1et’sshoot

together’’’Grandadsaid·

Twoshotsrangout’and
thatbig1ynxdroppedout
ofthetree.
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GrandadpattedNayan on the
shou1derandsaidtohim: ‘‘Yougot
thjs1ynx’myboy; there’snodoUbt
aboutthat!’, Nayan1ookedforbuⅡet
ho1esintheanima1’sskinfora1ongtime

butwhenhecou1dimdon1yone’rather
shy1yhesaidtohisgrandfather: “It
wasyouwhogothim,Grandad·’,His
grandfatherchuck1edasherepⅡed:
‘‘A11rightthen,we’Ⅱjustsayweboth
shotit!’’
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Aroundthemwas a
■

densepineforest.Grandad
pickedupadeadbranch
andrubbeditagamsta

tree trunk, making a
gratingsound· Sudden1y

asi］vergreysquirre1with
b1ackbeadyeyesand.a
darkbushytai1 jumped
outand1eaptmmb1yfrom
onebr月∏们htoanother.
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Grandadraisedhisgunandtookaim.

Pj＂9wenthisgunandthesquirre1feⅡ
totheground.WhenNayanpickedit
upandexaminedithesawithadbeen

shotrightintheeye.
GrandadeXp1amedtoNayan: ‘《The

furofthegreysquirrdisveryva1uab1e
ifit,sundamaged’soa1waysaimatthe
head.’’
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NayanaskedGrandadtogetmoregreysqUirre］s. Sotheo1d
manrubbedhisbranchoverthebarkofsevera1trees.WhG∏ever

asquirre1jumpedoutˉheshotitandNayanpickeditup. Soon
theyhadten.
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Thesunwas1owmtheWeSt同嗣』＿噪northWestenywmdlwas官旦thering
strengtn“Let’sfmdash幽e醒dP1dⅪ』etoreStandeat′somethin醚said
GTandad. 。 飞

馋腮h厘腮删器蕴／瓣耀霸删捣繁莹o霜鹏
fOot. Naymgathereda碘qidrytwigsandmadearire刺ii℃hWaS
soOnb1aZingfierce1y.〃′
Grandadroasted1〗睡蜒创uirre1meatoverthefireandasNayan
ateheasked: ,“Gr旦n§鳞 、isitthatwhenyourubthatbraneho陋er蕊』thetreeasquirr峭血碑
Grandadnodded｛andsHi酞“That,sagoodquestion.Thegreysgume1

ⅡvesinthehoⅡqW鳃a↑葱eeandˉisterrib1yafraidofwease1commgto
suckhisb1ood.犁』贩Vim膛rthesquirre1s1eepsmhistreehomeandnever
venturesout’·bUbW塑enyourubabranchagainstthebarkthesqujrre1
thinksit’saⅥ障se1cQmjngandhejumpsout°’,
.N叮anc1 hissma11handsasheexc1aimed: ‘‘Howdeverofyou’

艘om……his……ughe…灿Gran日ad!,’
≡
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Sudden1ybothdogsbegantomake
afussaroundahugeo1dtree.Grandad
tookhisguninhandatonceandran
tothespot.HenoticedahoⅡowatthe
bottomofthefrost＝coveredtreeanda

1otofanima1droppingsaⅡaround.
GrandadbeckonedtoNayanandwhen
theboydrewnearhewhisperedtohim:
‘‘Nowthere’sabearinside.Wemust

thinkofawaytogetit!,’
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Sudden1yab1ackbearshuff1edhead1ongout
ofthehoⅡowtree.Nayanwastooexcitedto
aimaccurate1yandtwicehemissed.Grandad

foⅡowedquick1ywithoneshot,whichknocked
thea∏『mHIdown.
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Nayanwassoexcitedhe
atthebearwithhisgunand

bearturneditsheadasthoug
attacktheboy. Heaimed

fired, hitting itright in
breast’andGrandadfinishe
offwithtwomorebUⅡets.

ran

the
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and

the

dit



‘‘Finework!’’ Grandad 1aughed
hearti1y. ‘‘You’reaworthysonofouI
O1unch】】nhunters!’’

They1oopedastrongcordaroundthe
bear’sneckandfastenedtheotherend

toGrandad,ssadd1:.Happi1ytheywent
home,theb1ackbearjntow。

1aughed
sonofour
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