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Wang Guangmei and Her
Children

IN the spring I visited Wang
Guangmei, widow of Liu

Shaoqi, late Chairman of the
People's Republic of China, in the
new apartment building where she
and her children now live.

Liu Shaoqi, long undeservedly
condemned and slandered, was
posthumously rehabilitated last
February 29 by decision of the
Central Committee of the Chinese

Communist Party. This frank and

TAN QING is a staff reporter for
China Reconstructs.

YAN QING

straightforward act deeply stirred
the Chinese people, who saw it
as an important political event.
How is his family getting along?
People are likely to be interested.

Sounds of laughter greeted me
when Liu Yuaiiyuan, Wang
Guangmei's son opened the door.
The family was at supper.

It was 15 years since I had last
seen Wang Guangmei, now in her
sixtieth year. Physical and mental
suffering had left their mark —
her forehead was lined, there were
crow's feet round her eyes, her hair

was streaked with grey—but her
warm and unaffected bearing was
unchanged. With her at the table
were her and Liu Shaoqi's daugh
ters Aiqin, Pingping and Tingting,
and their son Yuanyuan. Their
housekeeper, Zhao Shujun who
has been with the Lius since

before the cultural revolution and

who protected the youngest
daughter, Xiaoxiao, through the
family's darkest days, was also
there.

When she learned that I came

from China Reconstructs Wang

Wang Guangmei (seated, left) and her family read the Cen
tral Committee communique rehabilitating their husband and
father Liu Shaoqi. The children Liu Tingting (seated with

Liu Shaoqi and Wang Guangmei in 1949, a year after their her mother) and Liu Aiqin, Liu Pingping and Liu Yuanyuan
marriage.
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(standing, left to right).



Liu Shaoqi with youngest daughter Liu XIaoxiao in 1964.

Guangmei said with a broad smile,
"I know your magazine is run by
Vice-Chairman Soong Ching Ling.
I'm one of your long-time readers."

Last July Wang Guangmei was
appointed the director of the"
foreign affairs bureau of the
Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences. This keeps her busy, and
since the rehabilitation of Liu

Shaoqi calls on her time have
multiplied. Old friends and well-
wishers all want to call on her and

many writers and journalists have
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pressed her for interviews and
articles. She receives innumerable
telephone calls.

The family showed me a room
piled high with documents and

manuscripts (including clippings of
articles from newspapers once
published in Kuomintang-con-
trolled areas, written by Liu Shaoqi
under several pen-names). Wang
Guangmei and her children are
now putting these in order. They
will provide valuable historical
documentation.

In general it is not personal
things that Wang Guangmei wants
to talk about. That is why she has
declined to give interviews. She
says the rehabilitation of Liu
Shaoqi is not a private matter but
one of importance to the Party and
the whole country.

On the wall in the simply fur
nished guestroom a photo of Liu
Shaoqi attracted my attention. It
was taken by Wang Guangmei In
the 50s and shows Liu Shaoqi, hair
turning gray, sitting at his desk



deep in his work. Papers, docu
ments, a cut-glass vase of winter
jasmine, apple blossoms and a
teacup were on the desk. Wang
Guangmei cherishes this photo,
which is her favorite one.

Wang Guangmei and Liu Shaoqi
were married in 1948 and they
lived together until forced to
separate during the cultural
revolution in August 1967. She
and her children, along with the
general public, were kept in
ignorance about Liu Shaoqi's death
which occurred on November
12, 1969.

PINGFING is much respected by
the family and takes charge of

the household. Whenever a problem
arises her mother will say, "Go
and ask Pingping. She's the 'head'
of the family." Pingping is an
English translator at the Beijing
Foodstuffs Institute. Recently she
has been sorting out their father's
papers together with her sisters
and brother. They often work deep
into the night.

Pingping, who was only 17 when
she last saw her father, told me
how much he loved his family.
Though strict, he was seldom
known to lose his teniper with
them. His hope was that they
would do something good for the
people. In late 50s and early 60s
when China was in economic dif
ficulties he urged his two oldest
sons and their sister who were

living in the Soviet Union in
relative comfort, to return to
Chiria. The oldest son Yuhbin

gave Up the chance of winning two
doctorates and left behind his
Russian family; his daughter Aiqin
and second son Yunruo did the
same with their beloved ones in

the Soviet Union and returned to
China. Liu Yunbin, the oldest,
dedicated his life to China's
atomic science. (Liu Shaoqi's sons
Liu Yunbin and Liu Yunruo, and
daughter Liu Aiqin were born to
him by his first wife He Baozhen,
who Was'executed by the Kuomin-
tang iii the early 1930i^).

In thjB three years of economic
difficulty (1959'-61) liu Sh^qi sent
his three' youngest ehiidren (then' '

8 to 11 years old) to live in school
and not in his house as national

chairman. About this, he said,
"People don't have enough to eat.
We state leaders should take the
responsibility for this. Let our
children have the same experience
as the rest of the people. It will
do them good."

Ifelt the room and people
blurring before my eyes as I

recalled the ten years of the
cultural revolution, that scourge
which has left such painful me
mories with nearly every family.
When Red Guard students swept
through Beijing and then through
the whole country, they also burst
into this home. Like other
revolutionaries Wang Guangmei
and her family had approved the
principles of the cultural revolu
tion. It never occurred to the
children that Lin Biao, the gang
of four and their like would make
use of this mass movement and
turn it against their father and
many of the old generation of
revolutionaries in order to seize
unjustly accused. They were still
wronged when their father was
injustly accused. They were still
bewildered when the whole
family became involved in the
"repudiation."

The writer recalls a "self-
criticism of Liu Shaoqi" that
was being passed around at the
outbreak of the cul tural revolution.
All it can prove is that Liu Shaoqi,
in the interests of the overall"
situation, had courage enough to
shoulder responsibility. He fully
trusted the people and the Party.

More than ten years ago when I
read Liu Shaoqi's How to Be a
Good Communist I learned that he
was strict towards himself and.,
selflessly devoted to the people. He
not only wrote about this but also
turned his words into deeds.

Liu Shaoqi and Wang Guangmei
coidd' not understand why
historical facts were turned upside
down. Many old revolutionaries
who had gone through so many
hard struggles could not under
stand either. Btit they were
prepared to pass the test with

boundless loyalty to the Party and
people, unwavering faith in. the
communist cause.

The children recall, "As father
said, Tf only you work and
study hard, the people will be-for
you.' We have grown up under
the kindly care of the people.
Living among the people, we also
feel the deep love they hold for
our father. Toward the final
years of the cultural revolution we
received many anonymous letters
with our father's picture enclosed
and anonymous telephone calls in
which people said, 'We miss
comrade Liu Shaoqi!' "
. Prison life hardened Wang.
Guangmei's will to live. She per
sisted in doing physical exercises
to keep fit. Deep in her heart she
remembered the words Liu Shaoqi
said to her in their last days to
gether, "History is written by the
people." She had confidence that
sooner or later, the truth would be
reaffirmed.

ON December 12, 1978, two years
after the downfall of the gang

of four Wang Guangmei returned
to her children. They told her what
had happened in their years apart:
How they had lived and worked in
the countryside under the kind
concern of the peasants; how their
father's old comrades-in-arms had
kept a solicitous eye on them. ...
Afterwards they took her to visit
these old friends and thank them,
afid helped her receive guests.

Now Liu Aiqin teaches in Hebei
Normal University. Yuanyuan,
Tingting and Xiaoxiao are all in
college. Pingping doesn't want to
go to coUege, she wants to take
care of her mother. She says,
"Father has,left us. But his spirit
will inspire us forever. We shall
take our own road to the future."

When I left, Wang Guangmei
took my hand and said, "I've
received many letters and tele
grams from foreign friends to
express their sympathy. I take all
this as concern for Comrade Liu
Shaoqi, I am deeply moved. Please
convey my heartfelt thanks
through your magazine." This I
am how doing. •
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October 1, 1949. On the Tian An
Men gate tower where the
founding of the People's Republic
of China was proclaimed. Left to
right: Mao Zedong, Zhu De,
Zhang Lan, Liu Shaoqi.

March 1960. Liu Shaoqi, Zhou
Enlai, Deng Xiaoping, Peng Zhen
and Chen Yi receive delegates to
the National Working Conference
on Workers Welfare called by
the All-China Federation of
Trade Unions and National
Women's Federation.



f

July 1958. Conversing with passengers on the Tianjin-JInan train.
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Liu Shaoqi

—Justice Finally Done

LIU SHAOQI, in the years 1958-66 was Chairman
of the People's Republic of China. He was one of

the Vice-Chairmen of the Chinese Communist Party,
of which he had been a member since 1921 and a
major leader for three decades. He headed at differ
ent times its trade-union work, and its underground
work in the Kuomintang areas. He partic^ated in
the world-famous Long March of 1934-35. Through
out the subsequent Anti-Japanese War (1937-45)
and War of Liberation (1946-49) he held top-level
posts and after the liberation in 1949 was entrusted
with even heavier responsibilities. At no time during
this entire span' of history were his devotion and good
faith questioned.

But during the cultural revolution that began in
1966, due to the mistaken estimate of the situation
in the Party and country and the abnormal atmos
phere that ensued, Liu Shaoqi was wrongly de
nounced as "head of a bourgeois headquarters in the
Party." Worse, he-was made the victim of a case that
smeared him as a "renegade, traitor and scab" and led
first to his expulsion from the Party and all positions,
then to the imprisonment during which he died in
1969. This case was cooked up by careerists who at
that time had much power — Lin Biao, the gang of
four and their like.

In February 1980 Liu Shaoqi was posthumously
exonerated by the present (Eleventh) Central Com
mittee of the Party at its f'ifth Plenary Session. The
1968 resolution that vilified him was canceled. His

name was restored as "a great Marxist and pro
letarian revolutionary and one of the principal leaders
of the Party and the state." The action previously
taken against him, and against many functionaries
who had been dubbed "his agents," was described as
the "biggest frame-up our Party has ever known in
its history" which "must be completely overturned."

"The Fifth Plenary Session rehabilitates Comrade
Liu Shaoqi not only for his own sake," its Com
munique stated, "but for the purpose of engraving
this bitter lesson permanently on the minds of the
Party and people so that every effort will be made
henceforth to safeguard, consolidate and perfect so
cialist democracy and the socialist legal system, so
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that frame-ups such as befell Comrade Liu Shaoqi
and many other comrades inside and outside the Party
shall never happen again."

The basis of the decision was "a detailed and
accurate report to the Central Committee... fol
lowing almost a year's time of thorough investigation
and study and repeated checking of the materials
related to the accusations."

Subsequently, the Xinhua News Agency made
public the essential material on which the rehabilita
tion was based. Since the faked charges against Liu
Shaoqi were for years dinned into the heads not only
of people in China but also of readers abroad, we
give some of the facts below:

June 1924. Liu Shaoqi (standing in middle) with the staff of
Workers' School of the Anyuan Railway and Mine Union.
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Did Liu Shapqi ever betray the Party and the
workers' movement while under arrest by the
reactionaries?

In Shanghai and Changsha, 1925

One accusation was that in 1925, after the historic
"May 30 Incident" in Shanghai in which British police
fired on student demonstrators protesting against the
murder of a strike leader in a Japanese textile mill,
Liu showed "fear of struggle," then "fled" to Chang-
sha in Himan province and sold himself to the feudal
warlord Zhao Hengti who arrested him there in return
for his life and release.

In fact, Liu Shaoqi, then only 27 and vice-
chairman of the AlLChina Federation of Trade
Unions, was an outstanding and militant leader of
the May 30th movement. This is attested by many
statements published at that time, available in library

In 1925. In Shanghai, as one of the leaders
in the "May 30th" movement against the
Imperialists in that city.

files with which his later slanderers were familiar
but which they disregarded and closed to everyone
else.

Why did Liu Shaoqi leave Shanghai? Not out of
fear but because he was gravely ill with TB as a
result of over-exertion. A news sheet published every
three days by the Shanghai trade unions stated on
October 16, 1925 that although taken ill long before
the reactionary crackdown on the Shanghai unions
(in September that year), he was "anxiously concern
ed for the interests of the workers and stayed on
the job in disregard of his own health" as well as of
danger.

Following Liu's arrest in Changsha, an issue of
the Workers' Road Special, organ of the committee
of the great Guangzhou-Hongkong general strike then
taking place, said in his praise, "After the 'May 30'
tragedy, Liu worked hard and made great contribu
tions. Ill from overwork, he returned to his home in
Hunan for treatment."

In January 1926, a protest telegram was dis
patched to his captors from the Second National Con
gress of the Kuomintang (then still in alliance with
the Communist Party). "Comrade Liu", it said, "has
devoted himself to the national interest and to service
to the workers," demanding his release.

The Party, the Chinese workers' movement and
his family and friends tried successfully to enlist
social notables to speak out for Liu Shaoqi's release.
This was of course, a legitimate effort to broaden the
pressure. It was baselessly cited by Liu's slanderers
as "evidence" that dubious "backers" had arranged
his so-called capitulation.

After Liu Shaoqi was freed, he came straight to
the then revolutionary base in Guangzhou (Canton).
In February 1926, a meeting of 1,500 persons wel
comed him there. Deng Zhongxia, a noted Communist
in charge of national trade union work, later a martyr
to the revolutionary cause, spoke there and said as
reported in the press, "Comrade Liu, Li Lisan and
others led the more than 200,000 workers in Shanghai
in fierce struggle against imperialism. . . . Then he
returned home to be treated for illness and was ar
rested. ... In the face of telegraphed demands from
the people all over the country, the warlord Zhao
realized that he could not defy popular sentiment
and so had to release hiin."

In the same speech, Deng Zhongxia praised Liu
Shaoqi as "a most militant and courageous fighter
of our working class."

This is the true history of Liu Shaoqi in the
year 1925, which no slanders of "cow;ardice" and "be
trayal" leveled at him by Lin Biao, Jiang Qing and
others can erase.

In Wuhan in 1927

A second slander concerning events in the in
dustrial city of Wuhan in 1927, alleged that Liu had
disarmed the workers there, had defended imperial
ism, sold out under cover of a pre-arranged false
arrest, etc.

Once more, the real facts: In January 1927, work
ers and other people in Wuhan, after one of their
meetings had been attacked by British forces, dem
onstrated 400,000 strong and took over the then-
existing British concession, disarming its police. The
British government was compelled to negotiate the
return of the concession to China — the first piece of
alienated Chinese territory to be recovered from im
perialist hands since the Opium War of 1840. Liu
Shaoqi, entrusted by the Party with the leadership
of the workers' movement in Wuhan, played an im
portant role in this bold and historic mass action.

In April of the same year, Japanese navy men in
Wuhan killed a Chinese worker. Liu Shaoqi spoke
before a protest meeting and demanded "joint action
with the revolutionary people" and "the abrogation
of all unequal treaties between China and Japan."

The only "proofs" that Liu had acted as a "pro
tector of the Japanese enemies" was a trade union
resolution and proclamations by unions in Wuhan

CHINA RSICONSTRUCTS



Summer, 1939. In a cave
dwelling at Yan'an revising his
"How to Be a Good Commun
ist", which was originally a
speech text.

asking members to resist provocations, "not fall
into traps laid by reactionaries bought over by im
perialists, not break the windows of Japanese houses
and not manhandle Japanese residents but wait for
negotiations by the (Wuhan, then united front) na
tional government and federation directives. . .
These points, in fact, were not even decided by Liu
Shaoqi but by the then leader of the Communist
Party, Chen Duxiu.

Liu was further accused of having "transferred
key trade union member^ from Wuhan" and thus
"torn the cadres from the masses." The dispersal of
cadres was decided by the Party Central Committee.
Secret Party members were left in place. Openly
known activists were sent either abroad or to join
military units under the revolutionary commanders
He Long and Ye Ting. When the faction of the Kuo-
mintang in Wuhan turned against the revolution, in
July 1927, many lives were thus saved. He Long's
and Ye Ting's troops soon became part of the new
Chinese Red Army.

To hold Liu responsible for the disbanding and
disarming of the workers' pickets in Wuhan was also
unjust. The order to do so was an act of Right op
portunism by the Chen Duxiu leadership. Subordi
nates such as Liu at that time had to carry out Party
decisions. Where the blame lay was never question
ed until the distorters muddl^ the issue.

After these events, Liu helped organize and lead
the 4th All-China Labor Congress in Wuhan. He
then went with Party permission to recuperate from
a fresh attack of illness at Lushan. Once well, he
sailed, disguised as a seaman, to Shanghai to do
perilous underground work. Was this "cowardice"
or "capitulation?"

As to the supposed "arrest" of Liu Shaoqi in
Wuhan,.supposedly in secret connivance with the
Kuomintang chiefs Wang Jingwei and Chen Gongbo,
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it never took place. Ding Juequn, a one-time union
functionary on whose fabricated testimony the charge
hung, wrote in jail in' November 1967 that, when a
Beijing Red Guard group first asked him about it, he
said he had never heard of any such event. Witii re
gard to other "evidence" against Liu squeezed out
of him, he wrote on September 3, 1967, "This docu
ment of mine was written outside the framework of
real facts." And on October 26, 1967: "I was afraid. . .
I would be suspected of shielding Liu. . . if I kept to
the truth." Four other persons who had worked at
the federation of trade unions in Wuhan in 1927 told

investigators Liu was not then arrested. Extant re
cords of the Kuomintang for 1927, dealing with the
break-in by their own troops into the trade union
headquarters, made it clear that nobody was then ar
rested. The newspaper Shen Bao reported the break-
in but no arrests.

Shenyang in 1929

A real arrest of Liu took place, during a textile
strike in the city of Shenyang, where he' was the
underground secretary of the Manchuria (Northeast
China) Party committee. His persecutors invented
trie charge that, to secure his own release, he then
"betrayed" its leading members and provided infor
mation leading to "the wrecking of many Party or
ganizations with many members arrested and killed."

The facts, as attested by records are: Liu was
appointed to his post in June 1929 after serious dam
age to the Party there through betrayal by a real
traitor. He worked effectively to strengthen the
shaken Party organization and revive the workers'
and peasants' movement in the Northeast.

With another committee functionary, Meng Yong-
qian, he was picked up during the strike, but only on
the charge of "fomenting labor trouble." For lack of














































































































































