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Closing of the First Session of the Fifth CPPCC National Committee in the Great Hall of the People in Peking.

The CPPCC: Consulting o
T.T WAS like kinfolk getting
X +ntTo+]ior nf+^T- a Inner cpnnrfltinn.-■■ together after a long separation,
the First Session of the Fifth
National Committee of the Chinese
People's Political Consultative
Conference (CPPCC). I entered the
Great Hall of the People on the
west side Of Tien An Men Square
to a sea of smiling faces and the
pleasant hum of voices punctuated
by laughter as old acquaintances
greeted each other, shaking hands
and embracing.

The first friend I came across
was Ouyang Ping, a veteran Red
Army man who had taken part in
the 12,500-kilometer Long March
and is now a deputy political com
missar of the People's Liberation
Army Chengtu Military Area
Command. He said he had left the
hospital, where he was having
treatment, to attend the meeting.

nearby. It seemed I had seen him
somewhere before but just couldn't
remember where. "Don't you
know him?" said Chou Yang, the
well-known literary and art
theorist and adviser to the
Academy of Social Sciences, who
was with us. "That's Li Chu-li."
Of course! I should have recognized
Li, but his long silver-gray beard
threw me off. Li was a member
of the Creation Society founded
by Kuo Mo-jo several decades ago
and our friendship dates from those
years. I also saw Liao Meng-hsing
(Cynthia Lee), daughter of Liao
Chung-kai, Dr. Sun Yat-sen's close
associate assassinated by Kuomin-
tang Right-wingers in 1925, and
the late Ho Hsiang-ning. Now
over 70, she came to the meeting
in a wheelchair because she had
broken one of her legs recently.

Tung-hsing and other Communist
Party and government leaders at
tended the opening ceremony.
Among the 1,988 members of this
national committee — 66 percent
more than for the fourth national
committee — 476 are from various
democratic parties and 143 from
minority nationalities. Among
them are veteran cadres who
followed Chairman Mao through
several decades of revolution,
compatriots from Taiwan province,
Hongkong and Macao, and returned
overseas Chinese. In the broad
representation are also a few
former Kuomintang war criminals
released in March 1975 by special
amnesty. The meeting's youngest
participant was a little over 20 and
the oldest, the well-known econo
mist Ma Yin-chu, 95.

While talking with Ouyang
Ping, I noticed a familiar face

CHOU ERH-FU, author of Morning
in Shanghai and Dr. Norman Bethune and
other novels, is Deputy Secretary-General
of the Fifth CPPCC National Committee.

The First Session of the Fifth
CPPCC National Committee was
held from February 24 to March
8, 1978, overlapping with the Fifth
National People's Congress. Hua
Kuo-feng, Yeh Chien-ying, Teng
Hsiao-ping, Li Hsien-nien, Wang

Beginnings

As I looked at the portrait of
Chairman Mao at the front of the
hall, I thought back over the way
the CPPCC came to be formed and
the role it has played.^ The history
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Hua Kuc-feng, Yeh Chicn-ying and Tens Hsiao-ping meet
with members ol the Filth CPFCC National Committee.

n Affairs of State

of the political consultation that
it represents goes back to 1945.

After China defeated Japanese
aggression in eight long years of
war (1937-45), Chiang Kai-shek
was planning to start a civil war
and wipe out the Communist
Party and the people's armed
forces which it led. Trying to
realize the people's wish for peace
and democracy, in late August 1945
Chairman Mao flew to Chungking
for talks with the Kuomintang.
The latter was persuaded to sign
the "Summary of Conversations",
a joint statement agreeing to hold
a Political Consultative Conference

to be attended by representatives
of the Communist Party, the
Kuomintang, several other parties,
and personages of nonparty
affiliation chosen through
consultation. The conference was

to discuss a program for peace and
national reconstruction leading
toward the convening of a new
national legislative assembly.

Though delayed again and again
by the Kuomintang, the Political

CHOU ERH-FU

Consultative Conference finally
met in Chungking on January 10,
1946, attended by 38 representa
tives of four political parties and
by other personages. Though
Chiang Kai-shek stated at the
opening ceremony that the Kuo
mintang government would
guarantee the people's freedom,
recognize the legal status of the
various political parties, hold a
general election and release polit
ical prisoners, he violated these
promises even before the meeting
was ended. The residence of Huang
Yen-pei, conference representative
of the China Democratic League,
one of the democratic parties, was
searched by Chiang's men.

The decisions of the conference

on government organization, a
program for peace and national
reconstruction, military affairs, a
draft constitution and convening a
national assembly were hailed by
people from all walks of life in a
mass rally in Chungking. Ruffians
paid by the Kuomintang stormed
the meeting and beat up the par
ticipants. Li Kung-pu, a member

of the rally's presidium, was
seriously wounded. Kuo Mo-jo,
conference representative of
persons without party affiliation,
was also hurt. Chiang Kai-shek
had never meant to carry out the
agreements; he had merely used
them as a way to gain time for
launching an anti-Communist
civil war, which he soon did.

By the end of 1947 the balance
of forces between the enemy and
ourselves had changed radically.
Chiang and his diehard followers
were going against the tide of
history and people from all walks
of life had risen in nationwide

resistance to his rule. The war of

liberation had reached a turning
point. Nationwide victory for the
people's forces led by the Com
munist Party was in sight. On
May 1, 1948 the Communist
Party proposed convening a new
Political Consultative Conference,
without the participation of the
reactionary elements, and the
formation of a democratic coali

tion government. People through
out the country responded with
enthusiasm.

I was then in Hongkong doing
united front work in cultural and

educational circles. Most of the

democratic parties and their
leaders had moved to, Hongkong
from Chungking and Shanghai. All
whom I had contact with were
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delighted and lost no time in pass
ing on the news. The Communist
Party's proposal reflected their
long-felt desire. Leading bodies of
the democratic parties and prom
inent personages in cultural and
educational circles in Hongkong
voiced support for the call. Among
them were Li Chi-shen, Shen
Chun-ju, Ma Hsu-lun, Kuo Mo-jo,
Mao Tun and others. After Peking
was liberated in January 1949 they
all went there.

On September 21, 1949 the new
Political Consultative Conference,
that is, the First Plenary Session
of the Chinese People's Political
Consultative Conference, opened
in Peiping (now Peking). At its
first meeting Chairman Mao
Tsetung, also chairman of the
preparatory committee for the
conference, made his famous dec
laration, "The Chinese people,
comprising one quarter of hu
manity, have now'stood up."

The First Plenary Session of the
CPPCC exercised the functions

and powers of a national people's
congress. It adopted the Common
Program of the Chinese People's
Political Consultative Conference

which served as a provisional
Constitution and elected Mao

Tsetung Chairman of the Central
People's Government Council.
After 28 years of hard struggle by
the people led by the Communist
Party, the People's Republic of
China was established. On

October 1, 1949 Chairman Mao

personally hoisted the first five-
star red flag at Tien An Men.

The CPPCC elected its own
National Committee and since then

the entire body has been known as
the CPPCC National Committee.

With the convocation of the First

National People's Congress in
September 1954 as the highest
organ of state power, the CPPCC
ceased to have the functions of a

congress. But it remained in
existence as an organization of the
revolutionary united front. A
relationship of "long term
coexistence and mutual

supervision" between the Com
munist Party and the democratic
parties would continue to exist.
Chairman Mao specifically stated
this in February 1957 at a Supreme
State Conference.

The First Session of the Second

CPPCC National Committee met in

December 1954. Mao Tsetung was
elected Honorary Chairman and
Chou En-lai Chairman of the

Second National Committee (and
later also of the Third and Fourth).

Achievements

To consolidate and develop the
revolutionary united front and
bring all positive factors into play
in serving socialism, under the
leadership of Chairman Mao and
Premier Chou, the CPPCC did a lot
of work to unite the people of all
nationalities, in bringing together
patriotic forces across the land and
among intellectuals. It played an
important role in persuading the

national bourgeoisie tq accept
socialist transformation. It' has
been an important body through
which the Communist Party's
policy of long-term coexistence and
mutual supervision with the
patriotic democratic parties is put
into effect and also in carrying out
the Party's nationalities policy and
its policies on overseas Chinese
and religion. It has also played a
role in the protracted struggle
against social-imperialism and im
perialism, and in supporting the
revolutionary struggles of the
people in various countries.

Much work has been done over

the years in the following aspects:

The CPPCC has served as an

effective channel for helping
people in the various circles

represented in its membership to
understand the Communist Party's
policies, and also for getting their
opinions and suggestions for the
Party and government. To this
end it organizes reports and
discussions on trends, policies
and major issues in national affairs.
It takes its members on inspection
tours to visit cities and rural areas.

It keeps in constant touch with the
democratic parties and people's
organizations, with minority na
tionality opinion and with overseas
Chinese through committees and
work teams under its Standing
Committee. It has done a good job
of united front work in mobilizing
democratic personages in all walks
of life to take part in socialist
revolution and construction.

A cordial moment at the session. (From
left) Poet Chao Fu-chu; Fei Yi-min, head
of the Ta Kung Pao, Hongkong'; writer
Hsieh Ping-hsin; legal specialist Lei
Chich-chlung. A group discussion on the draft revised CPPCC Constitution.
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Chairman Mao speaking at the opening of the First Session of the Second CPPCC National Committee on December
21, 1954. Left to right: Kuo Mo-jo, Li Chi-shen, Mao Tsetung, Chou En-lai, Shen Chun-ju, Chen Sbu-tung.

The CPPCC has helped repre
sentatives to it to study Marxism-
Leninism-Mao Tsetung Thought.
Such theoretical study, discussion
and inspection tours have helped
them gain a deeper understanding
of Chairman Mao's proletarian
revolutionary line and strength
ened their determination to

continue to make progress
under the leadership of the Com
munist Party. It has helped them
remold their own world outlook.

One of its functions is to pro
mote the patriotic struggle of the
people of Taiwan province against
the U.S.-backed Chiang clique.
Every year the CPPCC holds a
meeting to commemorate the
February 28, 1947 Armed Uprising
of the Taiwan people against the
Chiang clique. In order to
transform passive factors into
positive ones, in 1975 Chairman
Mao directed that a special amnesty
be granted to the last of the
Kuomintang war criminals still in
custody and all former Kuomin
tang personnel at or above county
or regimental level be pardoned
and released. The CPPCC is

helping some of those released to
continue their study and remolding
so that they can better serve the
country.

Past CPPCC national committees

have held many activities relating
to international affairs. Among
these were mass rallies to support
the just struggles of the peoples in
Asia, Africa and Latin America

against U.S. imperialism. The
CPPCC has cosponsored meetings
to celebrate the Sino-Korean

Treaty of Friendship and Mutual
Aid and anniversaries of the

October Socialist Revolution in

Russia and the Bandung Con
ference. It has arranged for pa
triotic personages to go on friendly
visits abroad and received many
foreign visitors from dozens of
countries and helped them better
understand China's achievements

in revolution and construction and

the work of the united front.

New Long March

Thirteen years have passed since
the First Session of the Fourth

CPPCC National Committee. The

cultural revolution started and led

by Chairman Mao smashed the

three bourgeois headquarters —
headed by Liu Shao-chi, Lin Piao
and the "gang of four" — and
showed the fundamental way for
consolidating the dictatorship of
the proletariat, preventing capi
talist restoration and building
socialism.

The "gang of four" did every
thing it could to oppose Chairman
Mao's ideas and policies on the
united front and to destroy unity
among the people and nationalities
in China. As a result, for a long
time the CPPCC was unable to

carry on its normal functions. The
gang even went so far as to attack
some CPPCC activities authoriz

ed by Chairman Mao and Premier
Chou as examples of "restoration"
and an "adverse current". In

October 1975 Chairman Mao and

the Party Central Committee
decided that the Fifth CPPCC

National Committee should be

convened as soon as possible. But
the activities of the gang in
terfered.

Everything changed after
Chairman Hua led the Party
Central Committee to smash the
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gang in October 1976. The Fourth
CPPCC National Committee held

the Seventh Enlarged Meeting of
its Standing Committee in Decem
ber 1977. It was a meeting of great
significance. Chairman Hua, Vice-
Chairmen Yeh Chien-ying, Teng
Hsiao-ping, Li Hsien-nien and
Wang Tung-hsing, the members of
the Party Political Bureau then in
Peking, attended the meeting, as
well as Vice-Chairmen of the

Standing Committee of the Na
tional People's Congress and Vice-
Premiers of the State Council. Yeh

, Chien-ying made an important
speech, explaining Chairman Mao's
theory and policies on the united
front and pointing out the orienta
tion for united front work in the

future. The meeting accepted a
proposal for convening the Fifth
CPPCC made by Chairman Hua on
behalf of the Party Central
Committee and elucidated by
Ulanfu, head of the Central Com

mittee's United Front Work

Department and a member of the
Party Political Bureau.

At the First Session of this

Fifth CPPCC National Committee,
the members were divided into 52

groups for discussion in order to
give everybody plenty of oppor
tunity to speak his mind freely. All
its members attended the First

Session of the Fifth National

People's Congress as observers and
they expressed unanimous support
for the general task for this new
period as put forward by Hua
Kuo-fang in his capacity as
Premier in his report on the work
of the government: to continue the
revolution under the dictatorship
of the proletariat, deepen the three
great revolutionary movements
(class struggle, the struggle for
production and scientific experi
ment), and by the end of the
century transform China into a
great and powerful socialist
country with modern agriculture,
industry, national defense and
science and technology. The discus
sion groups also talked about Vice-
Chairman Yeh's report on revision
of the Constitution and the draft

revised Constitution, as well as the
draft CPPCC Constitution. At the

group discussions, in which I also
took part, members were eager to

give their opinions. I recall that
before Li Tieh-cheng, who was
once the Kuomintang government's
ambassador to Thailand, had
finished giving his opinion on a
point, another member was raising
his hand asking to be recognized.

All who spoke praised the great
achievements made under

i Chairman Hua's leadership in this
year since the downfall of the
"gang of four". They expressed sup
port for the ten-year plan which
calls for building or completing 120
large-scale industrial projects and
bringing production of grain to 400
million tons a year by 1985, and
of steel to 60 million tons. All

were inspired by the bright
prospects for China outlined in
the plan.

The members were pleased that
some good ideas and points they
had raised during discussions on
the Constitution were taken into

consideration in the final version.

They were particularly happy to
find Chairman Mao's ideas on the

united front stated in legal form in
the Constitution again. Intellec
tuals, patriotic personages and
people from democratic parties,
once vilified, pushed aside and
persecuted by the "gang of four",
are now again clearly part of the
revolutionary united front, add
ing their contribution to the effort
to build a powerful socialist China.

Jung Yi-jen, formerly a big
textile capitalist and still a prom
inent figure in industrial and
commercial circles, said, "The
united front policy was put into
the Constitution in order to unite

aU those forces that can be united

for building socialism and to turn
passive factors into positive ones
on this score." He said he would

continue to do his best to remold

himself and help build the
country under the leadership of
the Party Central Committee
headed by Chairman Hua.

Panchen Erdeni Chuji Gel-
tseng, who had earlier been
removed from a high political
post in Tibet for involvement in a
separatist conspiracy, was also at
the CPPCC meeting. Attending
the current session was like a

political rebirth, he isaid, 'express
ing his determination to perform
meritorious service to atone for his
mistake. He said he had made a

serious mistake, but had been
saved by Chairman Hua.

Sung Hsi-lien, a former high-
ranking Kuomintang general said,
"I had long been fighting the
Communist forces in battles before

I was captured in 1949. After I
became a prisoner of war five
things went contrary to my ex
pectations: first, I was not killed
or humiliated by the Liberation
Army, but instead was educated by
them; second, I was released by
special amnesty granted by the
Party and government in 1959 and
then received by our beloved
Premier Chou En-lai; third, in 1961
I was appointed a commissioner of
the Literary and Historical Ma
terials Research Committee under

the CPPCC; fourth, in 1^64 I was
chosen a member of the Fourth

CPPCC National Committee; and
fifth, I was chosen a member of the
Presidium of this CPPCC session.

My gratitude to the Communist
Party is beyond words. I have
come to see how wise and correct

its policy is. Truly, as the policy
has been stated, 'All who are
patriotic and support our country,
whether they have come early or
late, are part of one big family."

Democratic consultation reached

new heights at the meeting.
Everyone spoke his mind freely in
the spirit of socialist democracy.
Even the older members, to say
nothing of the younger ones, were
fired with lofty aspirations. Much
quoted were these words said at a
discussion, "Some of us are over 90.
In this company those over 80 are
not considered old, and many are
around 70. Those at 60 are in the

prime of life. We must do our best
to help China catch up with and
surpass world advanced levels."

"It's our duty to realize the four
modernizations by the end of the
century," said Chou Pei-yuan, a
Vice-President of the Chinese

Academy of Sciences. "Though
I'm getting old, I have confidence
in the future. We oldsters will
work together with our middle-
aged and young colleagues to make
what contributiohs we can."

6
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Sun Yueh-chi, 85, is still func
tioning as chief engineer at the
Kailuan Coal Mines in Tangshan.
When the city was struck by the
earthquake in 1976 the house he

lived in collapsed and buried him
under a pile of debris. He was

eventually dug out with two ribs
broken. When someone said jok
ingly to him that he was the most

recent relic archeologists had dug
up, he joked in reply, "I'm the
Peking Man of the 20th century."
It was Chairman Hua and the

Party Central Committee who

gave him a second life, he said.
People at the meeting were greatly
inspired when he expressed his
determination to continue con
tributing his efforts to building
socialism as long as he could.

Economist Hsueh Mu-chiao, 73,
has drawn up a 15-year plan for
himself —the first five years for
writing a book and the rest for

revision and making additions. My
old friend Sun Yi, once a Long
March commander, clapped me on
the back, saying, "Haven't seen
you for ages. Didn't expect to
meet you here!" He is 75 but looks
50. After the downfall of the

"gang of four", he is in high
spirits. He said that if a war

should break out he would not
hesitate to go to the front, and
pledged to follow Chairman Hua in
continuing the revolution. Toward
the end of the conference Li Chu-

li whom I had met and failed to
recognize on the first day suddenly
began looking 20 years younger.
Inspired by the springtime
atmosphere throughout the country
he had shaved off his long white
beard.

The example of Hsi Chung-hsun,
a former Vice-Premier of the State
Council, who has been appointed
Second Secretary of the Kwang-
tung Province Communist Party
Committee, brings to mind the

lines from an old Chinese poem,'
"Though tied in the stable the old
horse still has the spirit to go a
thousand li, though in his late
years the noble statesman still has

lofty aspirations." Now the old
horse is no longer tied in a stable
but galloping ahead on a new
Long March.

Chairman Mao led the older

generation of proletarian revolu

tionaries on the famous Long
March, in civil wars, in wars
against Japanese aggression and
for liberation, in downing the
Chiang Kai-shek regime, in found
ing the new China and carrying out
socialist revolution and construc

tion. We have won great victories.
Now, holding high the great banner
of Chairman Mao, Chairman Hua
Kuo-feng is leading the Chinese
people of all nationalities on a neW

Long March. We shall build a

powerful China, modernized in the
socialist way.

SOME WHO WERE CONSULTED

Ho Chong-kung

Uniting All Possible Forces

SEVENTY- EIGHT- YEAR- OLD
Ho Chang-kung in his long

history in the revolution has come
to know and work with people in

all walks of life. He is a member

of the Standing Committee of the
Chinese People's Political Consul
tative Conference National Com

mittee. He served as vice-minister

of geology after the people's re
public was founded and at present
is deputy commandant of a military
academy.

Ho Chang-kung was active in the
May 4th Movement of 1919 against
imperialism and feudalism and

later went to France as a worker-

student. On his return to China he

threw himself into the First Rev

olutionary Civil War (1924-27). On
the instructions of the Communist

Party, he and comrades he had
known in his youth organized the
Peasant Red Guards around Lake

Tungting in his native Hunan
province. As their commander-
in-chief he led the struggle against

the reactionary rule of the local
feudal warlords.

Out of his long experience Ho
Chang-kung is convinced that
"victory in revolution can be
achieved only by uniting with all
possible forces to hit at the main
target". He pointed out that during
the May 4th Movement in the
struggle against the imperialists'
partition of China and against the
policy of national betrayal being
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pursued by the northern warlords,

the revolutionary forces were join
ed by people from all circles. "That

included China's bourgeoisie which
was just beginning to develop," he
said.

. Ho Chang-kung recalled that

while in France the worker-stu

dents, led by Chou En-lai, had
staged protests against the northern

W£irlords' sellout of national sover

eignty. In exchange for loans, the
latter had ceded to the French

government the right to build the
Yunnan-Chungking rail line and
the income from revenue stamps

and fees for inspecting contracts.

The worker-students brought the

Chinese laborers abroad and over

seas Chinese into this struggle,

also patriotic students studying
abroad on government scholar
ships, even though the latter came
from rich families.

In the Lake Tungting area

during the First Revolutionary
Civil War, Ho pointed out, the
Commimist Party used both armed
attacks on the warlord troops and
efforts to win over the men. Much

political work was done among
poor peasants in the local bandit
bands and soldiers' who had lost

contact with their companies to

persuade them to join the revolu
tion. Many were taken into the
Red Guards. Thus this force was

able to expand and play an impor
tant role in the revolutionary
movement in the area.

After the defeat in the First

Revolutionary Civil War Ho had
followed Chairman Mao to the

Chingkang Mountains on the
border between Hunan and Kiang-

si provinces to establish the first
rural revolutionary base area. Ho
recalled an incident that took place

there in which Chairman Mao had

helped him see how important the
united front was to the revolution.

On reaching the foot of the
Chingkang Mountains the Red
Army had learned that the moun
tain was held by two local armed

bands headed by Wang Tso and
Yuan Wen-tsai. Some in the Red

Army were for taking the moun
tain by force but Chairman Mao

did not agree. He explained that
it would be best to win over the

bands and then reeducate their

members. This would not only
add to the revolutionary force but

w6uld give the revolutionaries ex

perience in reeducating such
troops that would be useful later
on. Chairman Mao himself went

to talk to Yuan Wen-tsai and sent

Ho to talk to Wang Tso. Wang Tso'
had worked as a tailor afid his

band had been robbing the rich to

help the poor. But he was known
to be strongly suspicious of out
siders. While Ho had had ex

perience in winning over bandits
around Lake Tungting, he was not

so sure he would have good results

with Wang Tso.

"Chairman Mao had a long talk

with me," said Ho Chang-kung.

"He pointed out that Wang Tso
and his band were themselves

oppressed by the Kuomintang
ruling class and the local tyran
nical landlords and their armed

guards. They had been forced to
become rebels and to make the

mountain their stronghold. They

had close ties with the mountain

people. Like the peasants in this
area, Wang Tso and his folldwers
were Hakkas, a group of people
who had moved to south China

centuries before to escape persecu

tion in the north. Chairman Mao

said that the Red Army would

have to win Wang Tso and his band
over before it could gain a foot

hold in the Chingkang Mountains,
build a base and turn the sparks of
revolution into a prairie fire. If
we Communists couldn't even win

over local troops and bandits, he
said, how could we hope to win
over other such armed bands and

the several millions of Kuomintang

troops later on?

"When I heard this I realized

that for this job of doing united
front work one had to draw on

both one's courage and brie'S pro
letarian concept of ̂ liberating all
mankind."

He went into the mountains'

alone to talk to Wang Tso and his
family. When Wang understood
the policies of the Commimist
Party and the nature of the Red

Army he accepted the weapons
presented to him and agreed to be
reorganized into the Red Army.
The men of the two bands, after

reeducation and reorganization,
played an important role in con
solidating the revolutionary base
area.

During the War of Liberation
(1946-49), Ho Chang-kung went on
to say, some of the Kuomintang

army who surrendered and some
of its government personnel, were
won over and after reeducation

even became members of the Na

tional Committee or local com

mittees of the CPPCC and held

positions of responsibility after
liberation.

"Chairman Mao's united front

policy in military affairs," he said,
"is to win over people who have
been forced into the enemy camp,
people who have been our enemies
but can become our friends, thus

leaving the enemy diehards with
as few followers as possible."

Turning to the present. Ho
Chang-kung said, "Today, under
the leadership of the Party Central
Committee headed by Chairman

Hua, we face new tasks; opposing
the policy of aggression and war of
the two hegemonic superpowers,
especially Soviet social-imperial
ism; liberating Taiwan province;
and modernizing our country. In
all of these it is important to unite
the efforts of the greatest number
of people by carrying out the policy
of the united front as envisaged by
Chairman Mao, both within the

country and in the world as a
whole in order to make China a

strong country and to try to delay
the outbreak of another world

war." ^
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C.C. Chien

Eager to Aid Technical Work

WHEN economic construction
and industrial development

in China was mentioned before

liberation the name of C.C. Chien

(Chien Chang-chao) was sure to
come up.

C.C. Chien had held the title of

director of industrialization in the

Chiang Kai-shek government since
the early 1930s — soon after
Chiang seized power over the
greater part of China through a
bloody coup. Chien continued in
that position through the eight-
year war against Japanese aggres
sion and part of the three-year
War of Liberation which led to the

downfall of the Chiang regime.

Chien sums up his effectiveness
in these words, "Though I helped
build some factories and mines,

they were small. Though I
helped train some engineers and
technicians, it was really only a
handful."

Chien made this observation

when China Reconstructs visited
him not long after the First Session
of the Fifth National Committee of

the Chinese People's Political Con
sultative Conference, of which
Chien is a member. Recalling the

old days, he said with emotion, "I
achieved very little in those years
of hard work. I failed to see the
reactionary nature of Chiang's
regime. I was not clear about
whom I was working for and I
could not see the strength of the
workers and peasants."

Chien's experience was shared
by many of his generation. In the
autumn of 1919, Chien went to

England to study. Indignant
at the oppression and plunder
which China had suffered at

the hands of the imperialist
powers since the forties of the last
century, 19-year-old Chien burned
with the desire to make his coun

try strong and prosperous through
industrialization so he enrolled in

the London School of Economics.

After graduation he returned to
China and went to work for the

Kuomintang government. He was

put in charge of economic planning
and industrial construction till

1947.

He looks back on those years

with the Kuomintang "as years of
hardship and frustration for him
personally. The bureaucrat-com

prador capitalists — big capitalists
tied in with government monopo

lies and imperialist interests best
exemplified by Chiang Kai-shek
himself— were bent only on ac

cumulating wealth for themselves
and had no real interest in China's

industrial development. Chien and
friends worked hard to collect

funds and find suitable personnel
in order to set up a few small
government-run factories and
mines. In fact these made little

actual economic contribution to the

country. They served chiefly as
window dressing for the Chiang
regime, and as the pretext for ob
taining loans from abroad.

"For many years I regretted that
many engineers and technicians
in my sphere saw things only in
terms of technology and were
indifferent to the future of the

country. But then, under the con

ditions that prevailed, even those
who had progressive ideas became
apathetic." ^

C.C. Chien finally became fed
up with the corruption and reac
tion of the Kuomintang regime. In
June 1949, four months before the
formal establishment of the peo
ple's republic, Chien broke with
the Chiang Kai-shek regime and
came to Peking; He was invited
to attend the historic First Plenary
Session of the Chinese People's
Political Consultative Conference

which proclaimed the founding of
the People's Republic of China,
During the session he met Chair
man Mao and Premier Chou. Chien

recalls that he was worried about

the future of the engineers, tech
nicians and intellectuals in the

Kuomintang government units
which had been under his leader

ship. He suggested that the new
government give them jobs on a
temporary basis and see how they
did. If they showed themselves to
be of good character and capable
at their work, after a period they
could be taken on permanently.
Chairman -Mao's answer came as a

surprise to Chien. He told Chien
that there was no need for such a

period of probation. The main
thing, he emphasized, was to
enable them to work for the coun

try. The economy was in tight
straits, so their remuneration

might not be grand. But, he said,
we'd share what we have and

nobody would starve.

A LMOST 30 years have passed
since then. Chien has served

in various economic planning posts
in the people's government. The
dreams of Chien's youth are

gradually coming true. For the
first time in history China has
built up her own fairly complete
industrial system in the initial
stages, despite severe trials — war,
blockade, betrayal from abroad,
and disruption and sabotage by
careerists at home. A solid founda

tion for further development has
been laid. Chien and other intel

lectuals of his generation are

happy that their knowledge and
abilities can be utilized, and that

their opinions are considered.
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