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Hua Kuo-feng, Premier of the Stalte Council, delivering the report
on the work of the government at the First Session of the Fifth NPC.

T THE AGE of 77 1 have the

great honor to be a member
of both the Fifth National People’s
Congress and the Fifth National
Committee of the Chinese Feople’s
Political Consultative Conference
last February-March. Both did
historic work.

The Fifth NPC revised the Con-
stitution, examined and approved
the Outline of the Ten-Year Plan
for Economic Development, elected
Yeh Chien-ying as Chairman of
the Standing Committee of the
National People’s Congress, and
decided on the appointment of Hua
Kuo-feng as Premier of the State
Council. The Fifth CPPCC Na-
tional Committee elected Teng
Hsiao-ping as its chairman. We
thus have three leaders who enjoy
the highest prestige among the
people. We are confident they will
lead the nation toward growth and
prosperity.

With the achievements of the
Fifth NPC and Fifth CPPCC as the
starting point, we have embarked
on a new Long March. The goal
of this new march: By the year
2,000 to complete the moderniza-
tion of our agriculture, industry,

WANG YUN-SHENG, a Vice-Chair-
man of the China-Japan Friendship Asso-
ciation, is a deputy to the Fifth NPC and
a member of the Sianding Committee of
the Fifth CPPCC National Commitiee.

defense, and science and tech-
nology so that socialist China will
stand in the front ranks of the
world and be able to make greater
contributions to mankind.

In his closing speech at the Fifth
CPPCC Teng Hsiao-ping called on
the people to “redouble their ef-
forts, continue to advance and
devote all their energies to our
great cause”.

This is the call of the mother-
land, the call of the times. All of
us who attended the session
pledged to dedicate ourselves to
completing this new march.

Past and Future

While attending the meetings
and discussing China’s bright
prospects, I couldn’t help recalling
the past. I have been a member of
every National Committee of the
CPPCC since 1949. The First
CPPCC, held in late September
1949, drew up the Common Pro-
gram of the Chinese People’s
Political Consultative Conference
which served as new China’s first
constitution. This session pro-
claimed the founding of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China.

In his opening address at the
CPPCC First Plenary Session
Chairman Mao said, “The Chinese
people, comprising one quarter of

A NEW

humanity, have now stood up. . . .
From now on our nation will
belong to the community of peace-
loving and freedom-loving nations
of the world and work courageous-
ly and industriously to foster its
own civilization and well-being
and at the same time to promote
world peace and freedom. Ours
will no longer be a nation subject
to insult and humiliation.”

What pride we felt at those
words, for they marked the end of
a hundred years of humiliation
and defeat for the Chinese people.

On October 1, 1949, the day after
the closing of the session, Chair-
man Mao, standing on Tien An
Men, said in a ringing voice, “The
People’s Republic of China is now
established!” Tears welled up in
my eyes as I joined the hundreds
of thousands in Tien An Men
Square in cheering as our five-star
red flag was raised.

The First National People’s Con-
gress was held in September 1954.
Carrying out Chairman Mao’s rev-
olutionary line, Premier Chou En-
lai said in his report on government
work, “The fundamental aim of
our great people’s revolution is to
free the productive forces of our
country from oppression by im-
perialism, feudalism and bureau-
crat-capitalism and, eventually,
from the shackles of capitalism
and small-scale production, so as
to enable our national economy to
advance rapidly and according to
plan along the road to socialism, in
this way raising the level of the
people’s material well-being and
cultural life and strengthening the
independence and security of our
country.” ?

This was always the guideline
for government administration
under Premier Chou— full atten-
tion to socialist construction, there-
by building strength and con-
solidating defense.

Modernization by the end of the
century was first proposed on the
initiative of Chairman Mao at the
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LONG MARCH BEGINS

WANG YUN-SHENG

Y_eh Chien-ying, Chairman of the Standing Commiitee of the
Fifth NPC, giving the report on the revision of the Constitution.

Third National People’s Congress
toward the end of 1964. In 1975,
in his report on government work
at the Fourth National People’s
Congress, Premier Chou said, “On
Chairman Mao’s instructions, it
was suggested in the report on the
work of the government to the
Third National People’s Congress
that we might envisage the devel-
opment of our national economy
in two stages beginning from the
Third Five-Year Plan: The first
stage is to build an independent
and relatively comprehensive in-
dustrial and economic system in 15
years, that is, before 1980; the
second stage is to accomplish the
comprehensive modernization of
agriculture, industry, national de-
fense and science and technology
before the end of the century, so
that our national economy will be
advancing in the front ranks of
the world.”

Now, in the Fifth National Peo-
ple’s Congress this year, the two-
stage plan was put forward again
because interference and disrup-
tion by Lin Piao and the “gang of
four” had caused us to lose ten
years of our time. But we have
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tional

the will and confidence to make up
for it.

In her 4,000 years of history
China made significant contribu-
tions to the progress of mankind
with many scientific and technical
inventions.” Then in the century
betfore liberation, bogged down by
a corrupt feudal social system, her
productive forces developed halt-
ingly or not at all, science and
technology fell behind, the people
were impoverished and the coun-
try was so weakened that it was
unable to resist foreign aggression.

Then the Chinese Communist
Party and Chairman Mao led the
people in the overthrow of the rule
of imperialism, feudalism and
bureaucrat-capitalism. A free and
vigorous new China now stood on
its own feet. We were no longer
the “sick man of east Asia”. We
began building new industries.
With the opening up of large oil
fields, we got rid of the label “oil
poor”’.

Yet with all this progress we are
still far behind the developed in-
dustrial nations. I have been to
several countries abroad and what

Teng Hsiao-ping, Chairman of the Fifth CPPCC Na-
Committee, speaking at its first session.

I saw made me realize the great
gaps that China has yet to bridge.
An auto plant that turns out a car
every 50 seconds, a publishing
industry that puts out more than a
hundred new titles a day — we're
a far cry from this, and a still
greater distance from the most
sophisticated computer technology.

Better late than never. Admit-
ting the fact that we have fallen
far behind, we are now taking
steps to catch up. Two plans were
discussed and approved by the
recent NPC and CPPCC sessions.

The long-term plan is for mod-
ernization by the end of the
century. The short-term plan is a
ten-year (1976-85) program for
economic growth. Under the latter,
by 1985 we are to produce 400
million tons of grain and 60 million
tons of steel a year. In the eight
years that remain to 1985 the value
of agricultural output is to increase
at an average rate of 4-5 percent
a year, and industry well over 10
percent. It is a plan that can be
realized if we mobilize all forces.
The Chinese nation will not always
remain behind the world’s front
ranks. %



g e e
Premier Hua Kuo-feng and Wang Tung-hsing, a Vice-
Chairman of the Party Ceniral Committee, arriving for the
Peking deputies’ group meeting during the NPC session.

Vice-Chairman Li Hsien-nien (second left)
at the Hupeh province group meeling.

Chou Chan-ao (second left) a NPC deputy from
the Taching oil field, speaks at a group meeting.
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A significant step toward our goal was the recent
National Science Conference where 6,000 scientists
met to exchange experience and discuss specific ob-
jectives. It was a marshaling of forces for the tasks
ahead. Another forward step was last year’s uni-

- versity entrance examinations which discovered

large numbers of promising young people who will
help carry out the plans to modernize the country.

Chairman Mao’s Wishes

In making modernization the central task of the
NPC and CPPCC we were carrying out Chairman
Mao’s wishes. A great leader and teacher of the
Chinese people, he led the revolution that transform-
ed the old China into a new one. He grew up at a
time when imperialist powers big and small were
fighting to partition China. In the 105 years from
the Opium War of 1840 to the conclusion of the anti-
Japanese war in 1945 China had frequently been a
victim of aggression. Defeat and humiliating trea-
ties were the results of the British-French invasion,
the Sino-French war, the Sino-Japanese war, the
invasion of the eight-power allied troops, the
Japanese-Russian war fought on China’s north-
eastern territory, the war between Japan and Ger-
many during World War I over China’s Shantung
peninsula. Only the war with Japan (1937-45)
ended in Japan’s unconditional surrender. 1 had
lived through a half century of this history and had
known all the national humiliation, anger and
misery.

To prevent such a situation from ever happen-
ing again Chairman Mao said in 1963, “In planning
our work we should start from the possibility of
being attacked and do our utmost to change the
backward state of our economy and technology in
not too long a period of time, otherwise we will make
mistakes.”

Chairman Mao was stressing the urgent need
for rapid development of the economy and technol-
ogy. But the “gang of four” in their desperate bid
for power wrecked the economy and held back tech-
nological progress. They saw as their only way to
power creating a chaotic situation throughout the
country and capitalizing on it to replace leaders at
all levels with their own people.

They did these things under the disguise of
being revolutionaries. But with ultra-left slogans
they went against Marxism-Leninism and tampered
with Mao Tsetung Thought. They used two “big
sticks”. One was to charge any unit doing a con-
scientious job of work as doing “all production and
no revolution” so that in many factories production
slowed down or stopped altogether. Years of this
sluggishness brought the economy to the brink of
collapse. ; ;

The other stick was to charge that all old cadres
from the period of the democratic revolution were
not communists but capitalist roaders. Using this
stick they framed charges against a large number of
old revolutionaries. Many lost their lives or be-
came physically disabled, many were imprisoned
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for long years. At group meet-
ings NPC deputies and CPPCC
members told of how they were
persecuted by the “gang of
four”. In my group a Shanghai
scientist told how he was tortured
by followers of the gang, how
another scientist was flogged and
branded on the forehead with
nitric acid.

1 myself was persecuted by the
gang people in many ways. In
early April 1976, three months
after Premier Chou’s death and
traditionally a time for remem-
brance of the dead, several million
people brought wreaths to the
Monument to the People’s Heroes
in Peking’s Tien An Men Square to
pay ftribute to the Premier’s
memory. Hundreds of memorial
poems were attached +to the
wreaths or pasted in the square.
The “gang of four” sent their
henchmen to suppress the people,
calling their action a counter-
revolutionary incident backed by
Vice-Premier Teng Hsiao-ping.
They began a mass investigation
to find out who had been to the
square to copy the poems. I was
subject to intensive interrogation.
The gang thought they could erase
Premier Chou’s name and memory
from history. How wrong they
were! He will live in history long
after their infamy is forgotten.

New Beginning

In his report on government
work at the Fifth NPC Chairman
Hua pointed out that the victory
over the “gang of four” “marked
the  successful conclusion of
China’s first Great Proletarian
Cultural Revolution and the be-
ginning of a new period of develop-
ment in its socialist revolution and
socialist construction”. The Fifth
NPC and Fifth CPPCC launched
the new period.

Chairman Hua, a fine successor
and student of Chairman Mao, is
leading the comprehensive pro-
gram for bringing growth and
prosperity to our country. His two
major guidelines are first, practice
socialist democratic centralism;
second, bring all positive factors
into play and mobilize all forces
for modernization.

Both sessions were marked by
frankness and sincerity. The gov-
ernment presented its plans in
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ballots to elect state leaders.

Castling

detail and readily listened to com-
ments, criticism and suggested
changes. The deputies spoke freely
and without reserve. It was a
situation in which there were both
centralism and democracy, both
discipline and freedom, both unity
of will and personal ease of mind.

Article 15 of the new Constitu-
tion states that “all organs of state
must constantly maintain close
contact with the masses of the
people, rely on them, heed their
opinions, be concerned for their
weal and woe, streamline admin-
istration, practice economy, raise
efficiency and combat bureau-
cracy”. Article 45 states that
“citizens enjoy freedom of speech,
correspondence, the press, as-
sembly, association, procession,
demonstration and the freedom
to strike”.

In sharp contrast to the “gang of
four’s” utter disregard of law, the
sessions reiterated the importance
of adhering to the socialist con-
stitution and law, and strict ad-
ministration of justice. A demo-
cratic spirit prevailed at group
meetings where participants not
only denounced the gang and their
crimes but also made constructive
criticism of government work and
suggestions for improvement.

Bulletins were issued several
times a day during the sessions to
keep everybody informed of what
was being said in other groups as

decision’

reference material for
making.

The NPC and CPPCC imme-
diately got busy with day-to-day
work to keep in close touch with
the masses. For example, an article
of the revised Constitution of the
CPPCC says, “Treat seriously the
letters the people send in and the
complaints they make when they
call.” Within days after the con-
stitution was published in the
papers the CPPCC secretariat had
received several hundred letters
and dozens of callers with com-
plaints. Soon letters were arriving
in big bundles and the secretariat
was receiving more than a thousand
callers a day. The staff is working
hard to make sure that all letters
and complaints are dealt with.

Looking Ahead

Modernizing a country the size
of China is a gigantic undertaking.
We must learn from other people’s
strong points and work hard to
conquer difficulties. We will critic-
ize the “gang of four” thoroughly
to eradicate their disruptive in-
fluence in all fields. China has a
large population and vast territory
and resources. More important, we
have abolished the corrupt feudal
system and the capitalist system of
exploitation and established the
socialist system. We can thus give
full scope to all initiatives and
bring our plans to fruition.



The China Welfare Institute:
Forty Years in the
People’s Service

OUR China Welfare Institute is now forty years
old. It was founded as the China Defense
League in June 1938 during the anti-Japanese war.
After victory in that war in 1945 and throughout the
subsequent War of Liberation, it was called the China
Welfare Fund. In 1950, in the newborn People’s
Republic of China, it took its present name.

Vice-Chairman Soong Ching Ling with children.
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At all times its effort has been twofold. First, to
serve immediate needs of the Chinese people in their
fight for emancipation and advance. Second, to

explain the significance and aims of that struggle to
people the world over. At all times our organization .
has followed the leadership of the Communist Party
of China. Unvaryingly, in its work of rallying friends
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