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The Mon

HE Chairman Maoc Memorial
Hall housing the crystal coffin
containing his body was opened on
September 9, 1977, the first anni-
versary of his death. Since then
thousands of people from all over
the country in grateful memory of
his contribution to China and the
world have come to visit the hall.

The hall stands in Tien An Men
Square, witness to historic events
in the Chinese revolution and sym-
bolic center of the political power

The front entrance. The gold char-
acters on marble block above are
in Chairman Hua's handwriting.
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A bird's-eye view of Tien An
Men Square [rom the south,
and the memorial hall, cenier,




ument to Mao Tsetung

of the new China. Since the May
4th Movement in 1919 the square
has been the site of rallies and
demonstrations against foreign ag-
gressors and domestic reactionaries,
held by workers, students and
others often in defiance of police
bayonets and fire hoses. Here on
October 1, 1949, from Tien An Men
Gate Chairman Mao proclaimed
the founding of the People’s Re-
public of China and raised the five-
star red flag for the first time. In
the following years:Chairman Mao

reviewed many parades and pre-
sided over huge political rallies
here.

On its north the hall faces the
Monument to the People’s Heroes
and Tien An Men Gate. To the
west is the Great Hall of the
People, and to the east, the Mu-
seum of Chinese History and
Chinese Revolution. Tien An Men
Square, already the world’s largest
city plaza, was doubled in size by
the addition of the area containing

the memorial hall and its sur-
roundings.

The dignified hall, itself in the
shape of a square, blends Chinese
national style with the characteris-
tics of modern architecture. Its
surroundings are landscaped with
evergreens and flowering trees,
among them pomegranates from
Lintung, Shensi province, tan-
gerines from Chairman Mao’s
birthplace Shaoshan in Hunan

province, azaleas from Kanting on




Chairman Mao's body in the crystal coffin.
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The north hall.

Chairman Mao Memorial Hall.
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Sculptures east of the north entrance.

the Tatu River which the Red
Army crossed on its Long March,
camellias from Tali in Yunnan
province. Crab apple trees inter-
spersed between pines and deodars
are from the mountains west of
Peking where guerrillas once
fought. At ching ming in April,
the traditional day of memorial for
the dead, they are covered with
white blossoms, and in September,
the month of Chairman Mao’s
death, with flaming red fruit.

Flanking the north entrance to
the memorial hall are two sculpture
groups each standing 8 meters high
and measuring 15 meters long, the
work of over 100 sculptors from 18
provinces and municipalities. The
figures record the Chinese people’s
half-century of struggle under the
leadership of Chairman Mao and
the Communist Party.

The group on the east stands for

the new-democratic revolution. An
Anyuan coal miner holding a torch

represents the pioneers of the
Chinese working class, who,
educated by Chairman Mao, first
mounted the political stage under
the leadership of the Communist
Party. There are Red Guards from
the first rural revolutionary base
set up by Chairman Mao in the
Chingkang Mountains. There are
soldiers from the Red Army which
undertook the Long March, repre-
sentatives of the Eighth Route
Army and the people who resisted
and defeated the Japanese invaders
with Chairman Mao’s strategy and
tactics for a people’s war, and
soldiers from the People’s Libera-
tion Army which, led by Chairman
Mao, destroyed the Chiang Kai-
shek government, the last reac-
tionary regime in Chinese history.
These are the people who fought
heroically and overthrew the rule
of imperialism, feudalism and
bureaucrat capitalism and founded
the People’s Republic of China,

The sculpture group on the west
stands for the socialist revolution
and socialist construction. Here we
see peasants leading their oxen and
shouldering their plows, taking the
first step in cooperative farming,
the poor and lower-middle peas-
ants of Tachai working to trans-
form their poor hills. Here are the
workers of the Taching oil field
who have made great contribu-
tions to socialism, and PLA soldiers
defending the borders. Here are
intellectuals who have integrated
themselves with the workers and
peasants, tested veteran cadres and
young Red Guards battling the old
forces during the cultural revolu-
tion. These are the people who,
led by the Party, carried out and
defended Chairman Mao's revolu-
tionary line and built China into
an initially prosperous socialist
country.

Chairman Mao said that he had
done two things in his life. One

CHINA RECONSTRUCTS



Sculptures west of the north entrance,

was driving the Japanese im-
perialists out of China and over-
throwing the reactionary rule of
Chiang Kai-shek and forcing him
to take refuge in the province of
Taiwan. The other was successful-
ly carrying out the proletarian
cultural revolution. The two
groups of sculptures underline the
significance of his words. The one
representing the new-democratic
revolution stands as a reminder to
the people to be ready to defend
the country against foreign aggres-
sion, with the message that if any
imperialists or social imperialists
dare to invade China, the people
will mobilize to defeat them just as
they did Chiang Kai-shek and the
Japanese and U.S. imperialists.
The second group on the socialist
revolution stands as a reminder
that while the enemy with guns
has been destroyed within the

country and the proletariat and the

people have won political power,
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the class struggle is by no means
over. It was precisely because the
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolu-
tion launched by Chairman WMao
exposed capitalist roaders like Liu
Shao-chi, Lin Piao and the “gang
of four” in the Party that China
has been able to avoid capitalist
restoration such as has taken place
in the Soviet Union. Today, while
the first cultural revolution has
ended with the defeat of the “gang
of four”, it doesn’t mean that the
class struggle is over. Let the
sculpture be a reminder that if in
the future capitalist roaders again
try to seize Party and state power,
the people will know they can get
rid of them by rising and exercising
mass democracy the way Chairman
Mao guided them to do.

FTER ASCENDING the memo-
rial hall’'s two-tiered platform
one enters the lofty 8.5-meter-high

north hall. Four square pillars of
pink marble blend harmoniously
with the gleaming floor of gray

marble. It is lighted indirectly
through 110 glass squares with a
sunflower design that cover the
ceiling. In the center of this hall
is a 3-meter-high lifelike statue of
Chairman Mao in white marble
seated in an armchair. Behind it,
covering nearly the entire back
wall is a wool needlepoint tapestry
of the sky, mountains and rivers of
China. It was designed by artists
in the capital and made by the
Yentai Tapestry Factory in Shan-
tung province.

Chairman Mao taught Party
members and cadres to make
investigations among the masses.
During his lifetime he traveled all
over the country talking with
workers, peasants, soldiers and
intellectuals. These talks were the
source of his ideas, he always
stressed. This view of his figure
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against the Chinese landscape
conveys the idea that among the
people, who are continuing to
guide themselves by Mao Tsetung
Thought, he still lives.

On either side of the north hall
are four guest lounges hung with
paintings by famous artists. They
depict scenes associated with
Chairman Mao’s life: Shaoshan, his
birthplace and the site of his early
revolutionary activity; the Na-
tional Institute of the Peasant
- Movement in Kwangchow set up
by Chairman Mao during the First
Revolutionary Civil War (1924-27);
the Chingkang Mountains where
the first rural revolutionary base
was set up; Tsunyi, site of the
enlarged meeting of the Party
Central Committee Political
Bureau held during the Long
March at which Chairman Mao’s
leadership over the Party was
recognized, a turning point in the
Chinese revolution; the Date
Orchard in Yenan in northern
Shensi where Chairman Mao lived
and from where he led the Chinese
people in the war with Japan and
the War of Liberation; Chungnan-
hai in Peking where Chairman Mao
lived and worked after liberation;
Peitaiho, the seaside city where
he presided over many important
meetings.

PASSING through the doors of
carved nanmu wood on either
side of the north hall one enters the
central hall where the body of
Chairman Mao lies in state.

In the center of the hall stands
the crystal coffin on a base of
polished black marble. The four
sides of the base bear the dates
“1893-1976” and the emblems of
the Communist Party, the People’s
Republic of China, and the People’s
Liberation Army in gold inlay.
Chairman Mao was a founder of all
three. The coffin, made of flawless
crystal and surrounded by flowers,
is only two meters from the aisle
so that people can get a clear close-
up view. Chairman Mao’s body is

8

covered with the flag of the Com-
munist Party of China. His face is
serene as in life. On the marble
south wall are the raised words in
gold: “Eternal Glory to the Great
Leader and Teacher Chairman Mao
Tsetung”.

Beyond this room is the 7-meter-
high south hall. Chairman Mao’s
famous poem “Reply to Comrade
Kuo Mo-jo” appears in gold inlay
characters in his own handwriting
on a white marble background on
the north wall. With the bold
spirit of a proletarian revolu-
tionary, in its wvery {first lines
Chairman Mao derides those who
want to hold back history: “On this
tiny globe a few flies dash
themselves against the wall.”
History is advancing in the direc-
tion pointed out by Chairman Mao.
The poem calls to mind Chairman
Mao's contributions to the struggle
of the world’s people against im-
perialism and hegemonism. His
analysis of the three worlds has
inspired the oppressed people and
nations in their struggle for libera-
tion. This theory facilitates unit-
ing all forces that can be united,
isolates the two superpowers and
further exposes the expansionist
ambitions of the Soviet social-im-
perialists. The call by Chairman
Mao in the last line of the poem,
“Our force is irresistible, / Away
with all pests!” will one day be
realized.

HE MEMORIAL HALL’s south-
ern gate opens on a small
square in which are two sculpture
groups on the theme of the Chinese
people’s determination to carry out
Chairman Mao's behests. Among
the figures are an old peasant, his
head covered with the traditional
white towel, and a veteran cadre,
followed by younger people. With
raised fists the figures are pledg-
ing to hold high Chairman Mao’s
great banner from generation to
generation.
The sculptures represent the
aspirations of the Party, army and
people of all nationalities in China.

These were reaffirmed at the
recent 11th  Party "Corigress.
Chairman Mao is no longer with us
but his banner continues to guide
us forward.

History has proven for the
Chinese people that Chairman
Mao’s banner is the banner of
victory. During the anti-imperial-
ist, anti-feudal national democratic
revolution, Chairman Mao in-
tegrated the universal truth of
Marxism-Leninism with the
concrete practice of the Chinese
revolution and creatively put
forward a body of theory and
tactics which correctly solved
problems facing the Chinese revo-
lution. He elucidated the basic
characteristic of the Chinese revo-
lution — oppose armed counter-
revolution with armed revolution—
and pointed out that the three
essential weapons with which the
Chinese people could defeat their
enemies were the building of the
Party, armed struggle and the
united front. He explained that
the only way the people could seize
political power through armed
struggle was to build rural base
areas, surround the cities with
them and then take the -cities.
Chairman Mao’s theory on the
road for the Chinese revolution
refuted both the Right capitula-
tionists in the Party like Chen
Tu-shiu and the “Left” adven-
turists represented by Chu Chiu-
pai, Li Li-san and Wang Ming.
Under Chairman Mao’s leadership
the Chinese people carried on a
people’s war for 22 years, the
longest in the history of the
proletarian revolution, and founded
a new China.

Chairman Mao also dealt with a
new problem in the Chinese
revolution and one long unsolved in
the international communist move-
ment. How should the proletariat
prevent capitalist restoration after
seizing power? The bitter lesson
of all-round capitalist restoration
in the Soviet Union, the first
socialist country, founded by
Lenin, shows that even after the

CHINA RECONSTRUCTS



on a new look politically, écone-
mically, militarily and culturally.
For China’s socialist revolution and
construction a new period is open-
ing.

Today, led by the Party Central
Committee headed by Chairman
Hua, a united people is firmly
carrying out Chairman Mao’s
revolutionary line and working
hard to build China into a strong
socialist country with modern
agriculture, industry, national
defense, and science and tech-
nology by the end of the century.

As one leaves the memorial hall
one is greeted by 30 red flags,
representing China’s 30 provinces
(including Taiwan), municipalities
and autonomous regions, snapping
in the breeze. Behind them stands
the ancient Chien Men Gate
restored to its original splendor,
with an added slogan reading:
“Carry Out Chairman Mao’s
Behests, Carry the Cause of
Proletarian Revolution Through to
the End!” This is the Chinese
people’s pledge and the Chairman
Mao Memorial Hall is the symbol

%’“ : _.d of that pledge.

Details of sculptures flanking the south entrance.

proletariat has seized power, the
issue of which class will win is not
finally decided. Studying both the
positive and negative experience
in the international communist
movement, Chairman Mao
analyzed the contradictions, classes
and class struggle in socialist
society and put forth the theory
of continuing the revolution under
the dictatership of the proletariat,
thus enriching Marxism-Leninism.
The proletarian cultural revolu-
tion put this theory into practice.

It was in this context that
Chairman Hua Kuo-feng, holding
high the banner of Chairman Mao
and carrying out his behests, led
the whole people in smashing the
“gang of four” in a major struggle
over political line. In the short
time since then China has taken
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Mao Tsetung and

AFTER attending the meeting
which founded the Chinese
Communist Party on July 1, 1921,
Mao Tsetung returned to Changsha
in Hunan province and went to
work as the secretary of the Hunan
Area Party Committee and head
of the Hunan branch of the Chi-
nese Trade Union Secretariat.

In line with the Party’s resolu-
tion on promoting the workers’
movement, he began to organize
clubs and night schools to help
raise the workers’ political under-
standing. In early September, as a
member of the Hunan Council for
the Promotion of Common People’s
Education, he went to the Anyuan
Coal Mines at Pinghsiang in
Kiangsi province, close to Hunan.

Anyuan was a bureaucrat-com-
prador company directly controlled
by the imperialists and run on a
system of feudal overseers with
absolute power over the workers.
The brutal exploitation and oppres-
sion of imperialism, feudalism and
bureaucrat capitalism was creating
a great revolutionary potential
among the miners.

The day after his arrival Mao
Tsetung went with one of the
miners down into the pits. First
he went to West Tunnel where the
greatest number of miners worked.
Safety measures were non-existent
and accidents frequent. Mao Tse-
tung’s escort warned him to stay
away from the work face. “But
you men work there the year
round,” he said. “Why should I
be afraid just once?”
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AN KUNG

Drainage and ventilation were
extremely bad. The miners stood
ankle-deep in water and at one end
it was so hot that it blistered their
feet. The men cut coal with picks.
In some places the space was so
cramped that they worked on their
sides. The men put the coal in
baskets and dragged them away on
their hands and knees. The only
water to drink was black. When
the heat was unbearable they went
and stood for a while in the water
at the cool end.

The Awakening

The miners worked naked, their.

bodies black with coal dust, their
heads protected by a ragged cloth.
This became a loincloth when they
went aboveground. Asked why
they didn’t have any clothes on,
the miners said, “Can’t afford them.
All the foreigners and bosses care
about is making money. It’s noth-
ing to them whether we live or
die.” Labor protection clothing was
unheard of. They were yelled at
and beaten daily.

“Why do you think you suffer
so?” Mao Tsetung asked.

“Fate,” a worker said, sighing.

“No,” Mao Tsetung answered.
“It's not fate, it’s because the im-
perialists and bureaucrat capital-
ists oppress and exploit you. Look,
the bosses never do a day’s work in
the pit, yet they live like kings.
You work in this black hell year in
and year out and you can’t afford
even a loincloth. Why? Because

I

the Anyuan Miners

the wealth you created — the
money made from the coal you
dig — is taken away by the foreign
bosses and bureaucrat capitalists
to make themselves rich. That’s
not fate, it’s exploitation. You
must do something to change this.”

“But how?”’

“No god or emperor can save
us,” Mao Tsetung answered, “we
must save ourselves. There is a
way out if we get together and

fight the bosses, Chinese and
foreign.” He picked up a pebble
and said, “Look, suppose this

pebble’s lying in the boss's way.
All he has to do is to give it a kick
and it’s out of the way. Now if
you take a whole lot of pebbles,
mix sand and lime, and cement
them together in a huge rock, the
boss won’t find it so easy to move
it. When we workers get organized
and work together like that,
we'll be strong enough to get rid
of the imperialists, landlords and
capitalists who are grinding us
down. Then we'll build a new
world where we working people
will be our own masters.”

It was the first time the miners
had heard their plight put in such
a way with their bosses and felt
they had found the root of their
misery. They began to understand
the meaning of ‘“exploitation”,
“oppression” and “revolution”.

From West Tunnel Mao Tsetung
went to East Tunnel, talked with
more miners and did not come
aboveground until afternoon. Then
he visited the coal washing plant,

CHINA RECONSTRUCTS



the repair section, the foundry and
the pump room. The “workers’
quarters” were rows of low huts,
each jamming fifty or sixty men
together on three-decker bunks
swarming with bed bugs. The air
was foul. Mao Tsetung sat down
on a bunk and talked with the
workers. He climbed on a top deck
and saw the greasy quilts in shreds.
He tasted the mildewed rice and
rotten vegetables that passed as
the miners’ meals.

He made many friends during
his week’s stay at the mines.

In November he went to Anyuan
again and spent long hours in the
coal washing plant and at the
coking furnace. In the evenings
many miners came to see him in
the back of a tiny store where he
was staying. Their stories were of
misery and anger, filled with curses
for their slave life.

“But workers are the ones who
create the wealth,” Mao Tsetung
told them. “Without your hard
work society would have nothing.

S i b
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Anyuan miners on [
strike in 1922,
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Workers aren’t born as slaves. If
we get together and organize, we
can overthrow the imperialists and
warlords, get rid of work systems
that make no sense to us, and
eliminate oppression and exploita-
tion.”

He told the miners about the
October Revolution in Russia and
said that the Chinese workers
should do the same — make rev-
olution.

With a new look on things the
Anyuan miners were eager to
follow his proposal. “With our own
organization,” he said, “we can
achieve anything. We'll call it the
Anyuan Railroad and Mining
Workers’ Club.”

The Volcano

In January 1922 Mao Tsetung
sent a Party cadre, Chiang Hsien-
yun, to Anyuan. Chiang establish-
ed a night school to teach the work-
ers the rudiments of Marxism-
Leninism. The more class conscious
workers were brought into the

Party and the first Party branch

was set up in the locomotive
section. On May 1, thé day the
Anyuan Railroad and Mining

Workers’ Club was formally in-
augurated, the miners paraded in
the rain to celebrate both the
founding and Labor Day. The air
rang with shouts of “Down with
imperialism!”, “Down with war-
lords!”, “Down with capitalists!”

The Anyuan miners were declar-
ing war on the old world. Ap-
palled, the capitalist owners coun-
tered by holding back the workers’
wages for many months, hoping
this would curb their activities.
Furious, the workers agitated for a
strike.

Now the company deputy direc-
tor tried to subvert the club by
offering to subsidize it. When
Chiang Hsien-yun exposed this as
a bribery scheme, mine hirelings
spread the word that the club was
an “organization of rebels” and
threatened to close it down and kill
its leaders. Li Li-san, club leader




and actually an opportunist, was so
scared that he quietly left and
went into hiding in his hometown
in Hunan province.

Into this situation Mao Tsetung
again came to Anyuan. He met
with workers in the night school,
called a Party branch meeting and
was brought up to date on the
growing struggle. “The situation
looks good,” he said. “The work-
ers are aroused and more class
conscious than before.”

He explained the situation of
the revolution in China and abroad
and analyzed the relative strength
of the exploiting and exploited
classes at Anyuan. The time was
ripe for a strike, he said. It was
the only way to make the enemy
knuckle under. On tactics, he pro-
posed action based on the classical
military idea that “an army with a
grievance will fight to win”. He
called on the workers to wage an
unflinching struggle which would
win the sympathy and support of
public opinion.

Communist  Party  members
should stand at the forefront of
the struggle, he told the workers,
and put the interests of the masses
above everything else. It was vital
to unite with all who support the
workers’ cause.

Two days before the strike, Liu
Shao-chi, then head of the Trade
Union Secretariat, came to An-
yuan. He talked in a different way.
The Anyuan working class was
still “a fragile young shoot”, he
said, and a strike at that moment
would be “a dangerous risk”, The
workers called this retreat and
argued. At this point a letter
arrived from Mao Tsetung. After
giving specific instructions on the
strategy of the strike, he wrote,
“Don’t be cowed by official
authority. As long as we have a
fighting spirit, we will gain what
we fight for. Let’s rather die from
struggle than from oppression. It
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will then be a worthy death. You
have our infinite sympathy and
firm support.”

The Strike

In the early hours of September
14, the workers pulled the whistle,
and 17,000 of them, red bands
around their arms, picks and axes
in their hands, poured out of the
huts and mines shouting, “We were
beasts before, we’ll be human
beings now!” and singing the “In-
ternational”.

The strike had barely- begun
when Liu Shao-chi, afraid of going
too far, told the workers to go back
to their quarters and “act in a
more civilized way”. They ignored
him. In a panic, the capitalist
owners turned to the warlords for
help. The next day a regiment of
warlord troops marched into An-
yuan. They were quickly surround-
ed by workers brandishing picks
and axes and waving the picket-
ers’ flag. A hand-to-hand battle
followed. On September 17 the
workers broke through the guards
and occupied the boiler room —
from which they sent a warning to
the company authorities: “Accept
our conditions or we blow up the
boiler room and flood the mines.”
The alarmed authorities hastily
accepted the demands.

This victory was a demonstra-
tion of the Chinese working class’s
unity and strength. It was a
crippling blow to the imperialists,
feudal warlords and bureaucrat
capitalists, and promoted the
workers’ movement in the rest of
the country.

Inspired by the Anyuan strike,
workers along the Peking-Hankow
railroad staged a general walkout
on February 4, 1923. On Febru-
ary 7 warlord Wu Pei-fu, backed
by the imperialists, ordered his
troops along the railroad to fire on
the strikers. The resulting mas-
sacre brought the workers’ move-

ment to a temporary. ebb. Com-
pany authorities at Anyuan again
threatened to close the workers’
club and fire the strikers.

In April Mao Tsetung came to
Anyuan again. In a talk at the
workers’ club he said that even
though the reactionaries were sup-
pressing the workers’ movement,
killing leaders and sealing off trade
unions, the working class shouldn’t
be cowed. “We'll carry on with
our struggle,” he said. “We are
many and they are few. They can
never stamp us out completely.
Let’s not underestimate ourselves.
Let’s show the reactionaries how
strong the working class can be
when it’s united.”

“The strike has made Anyuan
workers more class conscious than
ever,” he continued. “Let’s push
our revolutionary momentum for-
ward. We’re going to send some
of our finest workers and cadres to
work in other places and promote
the peasant movement. The success
of the Anyuan strike will lead to
more successes in the rest of the
country.”

Encouraged, the miners rallied
around their club. But under Liu
Shao-chi’s influence, their strug-
gle was diverted into seeking only
welfare benefits. In 1925 the com-
pany brought in warlord troops and
in a surprise attack closed the club.
Under severe repression now, the
workers dispersed their forces,
some staying on in the mines to
carry on underground struggle,
some going to Kwangchow to en-
roll in the National Institute of the
Peasant Movement run by Mao
Tsetung, some to other mines to
help with the workers’ movement,
some to the countryside to mo-
bilize the peasants. All this con-
tributed to a new upsurge in the
workers’ and peasants’ movements
and the Great Revolution (the First
Revolutionary Civil War, 1924-27)
against imperialism and feudalism.

CHINA RECONSTRUCTS



From the Autumn Harvest Uprising to the

First Revolutionary Rural Base

I N the middle of August 1927, the
34-year-old Mao Tsetung and
his wife and comrade, Yang Kai-
hui, secretly boarded a freight
train in Hankow and arrived by
night in Changsha, the capital of
Hunan province,

The Chinese revolution was in
great difficulty. Three years be-
fore, Dr. Sun Yat-sen, leader of the
Kuomintang, had accepted the
stand of the Chinese Communist
Party and established a revolution-
ary united front marked by Kuo-
mintang-Communist cooperation.
A surging anti-imperialist and
anti-feudal revolution was launch-
ed under the leadership of the
Communist Party. After the death
of Sun Yat-sen in March 1925, the
betrayal of Chiang Kai-shek in the
united front, and the Right capit-
ulationist line of Chen Tu-hsiu,
then general secretary of the Com-
munist Party, led to the defeat of
this revolution. In April 1927 the
Kuomintang reactionaries stabbed
their ally in the back. Starting
from Shanghai, thousands of Com-

munist Party and Youth League
members, - workers and peasants
were Slaughtered and the Com-
munist Party driven underground.

The six-year-old Party, how-
ever, was not crushed. On August
1, 1927, under the leadership of
Chou En-lai, Chu Teh, Ho Lung,
Yeh Ting and Liu Po-cheng, it
staged the Nanchang uprising,
firing the first shot at the reaction-
aries of the Kuomintang. On
August 7 an emergency meeting of
the Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party was held in Hankow.
It summed up the experiences and
lessons of the revolution, removed
Chen Tu-hsiu as general secretary
of the Party, and decided on a
general policy of carrying out an
agrarian revolution and countering
the slaughter of the Kuomintang
reactionaries with armed struggle.
Mao Tsetung attended this meet-
ing. In an important speech, he
criticized Chen Tu-hsiu’s errors —
voluntary abandonment of Com-
munist Party leadership in the
united front, opposition to the

Above: Weapons used in the Auiumn Harvest Uprising. Below:
“Long Live the Viclory of the Uprising”, slogan wrillen on the
wall of the Paisha Primary School in Liuyang county.
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The flag used by the First Division of the
First Army of the Workers' and Peasants’
Revolutionary Army during the Autumn
Harvest Uprising in 1927,

peasant revolution, renunciation of
armed struggle and refusal to have
anything to do with armed forces.

The meeting was held under a
reign of white terror. Twently
representatives, having broken
through many dangerous obstacles,
were crowded into a second-floor
room at No. 41 Sanchiao Street in
Hankow. Sitting around a long
table, each with a cup of wine and
a dish of appetizers to give the ap-
pearance of a drinking party, they
were actually deciding the fate of
the revolution.

The meeting decided to mobilize
the peasants in the provinces of
Hunan, Hupeh, Xiangsi and
Kwangtung, where the revolution
had a good mass base, for an up-
rising to take place at the time of
the autumn harvest when the
antagonism between the peasants
and the landlords was sharpest. It
sent Mao Tsetung, newly elected
an alternate member of the Polit-
ical Bureau of the Central Com-
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mittee, as special commissioner to
lead the uprising in his native
Hunan province.

In Changsha on August 18 Mao
Tsetung called the first meeting of
the reorganized Hunan Province
Party Committee in a courtyard
near the Magpie Bridge outside the
northern gate. He reported the
decisions of the August 7 emer-
gency meeting in Hankow and dis-
cussed plans for the uprising. A
controversy arose. Most of the
members wanted to stage uprisings
all over the province simul-
taneously. Mao Tsetung patiently
pointed out that it was wrong to
ignore the actual conditions pre-
vailing among the enemy and our-
selves and scatter our own forces.
He wurged that they concentrate
their strength in a central area
where the reactionary power was
comparatively weak and the
masses had had experience in the
First Revolutionary Civil War
(1924-1927). With the majority
convinced that Mao Tsetung’s
analysis was correct, the meeting
finally decided to organize the up-
rising along the Hunan-Kiangsi
border where the revolution had
broad mass support and where
some revolutionary armed forces
were still intact.

Preparations

This area had the armed work-
ers and peasants led by the Com-
munist Party concentrated in three
places — Hsiushui, Anyuan and
Tungku, all in western Kiangsi
near the Hunan border. One group,
with the guards regiment of the
former Wuhan national govern-
ment as the backbone, had planned
to join the Nanchang uprising.
While it was still on its way, how-
ever, the insurrectionary troops at
Nanchang had already started
marching southward. Too late for
the uprising, the group stopped in
the area. As it was a contingent
controlled by the Party during the
First Revolutionary Civil War,
most of its leaders were Com-
munist Party members. Another
group consisted of 600 armed
pickets of the Anyuan coal miners
who had been trained by the Party.
Together with the Peasants’ Self-
defense Corps, Peasant Volunteers
and individual armed peasants, the
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revolutionary forces came to over
5,000.

To organize these armed units
and map out concrete plans for the
uprising, Mao Tsetung, at the risk
of his personal safety, often went
out in disguise to contact the lead-
ers. He worked night and day —
holding meetings, writing instruc-
tions, talking to individuals, and
sending people out to gather guns
and ammunition.

It was during this period that
Mao Tsetung was once detained by
the sentries of the landlords’ town-
ship defense corps while he was on
his way to Tungku after an impor-
tant meeting in Anyuan. Ten years
later, Chairman Mao laughed and
told this incident to Edgar Snow
who had come to visit the Red
Army in north Shensi after the
Long March. He had escaped from
the guards who were taking him to
their headquarters and reached
Tungku safely.

Mao Tsetung’s efforts helped
decide the organization of the
armed forces. The First Division
of the First Army of the Workers’
and Peasants’ Revolutionary Army
was composed of three regiments
and was established under the
unified command of the Party
Front Committee with Mao Tse-
tung as secretary.

The plan called for armed work-
ers’ and peasants’ uprisings from
three directions. Immediately after
the uprising, * all forces would
march westward into Hunan prov-
ince, capture some cities and towns
(mainly Liuyang) and then com-
bine for an attack on Changsha.
On this last question, Mao Tsetung
counseled caution. A few days be-
fore the uprising, he wrote to the
Hunan Province Party Committee
advising against reckless action.

On September 9, 1927 the Au-
tumn Harvest Uprising broke out
in Hunan and Kiangsi, and it shook
all China.

The Uprising

On September 9, according to

plan, the peasants and railway
workers destroyed the railways
around Changsha, cutting the
enemy's communication lines. On
September 12 the Second Regi-
ment, mainly composed of the
Anyuan coal miners, occupied

Liling in Hunan. To avoid en-
circlement by the enemy’s main
force, it withdrew later from Liling
and captured Liuyang.

.The Third Regiment led by Mao
Tsetung launched the wuprising,
Two days later on the morning of
September 11 it started out from
Tungku and soon occupied Tung-
menshih, a town in Hunan near its
border.

Wherever it went the Workers’
and Peasants’ Revolutionary Army
was thunderously cheered by the
masses. It called mass meetings at
which it proclaimed the confisca-
tion of the land owned by the
landlords and divided it among the
landless peasants and those with
too little land. It opened up store-
houses of salt and grain, which it
distributed among the workers and
peasants. Tyrant landlords hated
by the peasants were suppressed
while revolutionaries and workers
and peasants in the landlords’
dungeons were set free. Like a
hurricane the revolution swept
wide areas of eastern Hunan and
western Kiangsi.

However, no revolution goes
smoothly. For many reasons, par-
ticularly the mistakes made in the
revolutionary ranks, the troops in
the uprising suffered reverses in
varying degrees.

In the best-equipped and strong-
est First Regiment, Division Com-
mander Yu Sa-tu accepted a bandit
group into his ranks without
authorization and made them the
vanguard in an attack. Later these
bandits collaborated with the
enemy and turned their fire on
Yu’s own troops. Attacked from
both sides, the First Regiment
suffered heavy losses and was
forced to retreat southward.

After occupying Liuyang, the
commander of the Second Regi-
ment became dizzy with success
and hurriedly called the merchants
to a meeting and demanded a large
sum of money. Unexpectedly sur-
rounded by a superior enemy force,
the regiment lost two-thirds of its
men trying to break through the
enemy lines.

Contrary to Mao Tsetung’s in-
structions, the commander of the
Third Regiment, after occupying
Tungmenshih, became so compla-
cent that he neglected to place
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