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Chairman Hue Kuo-feng with Vice-
Choirmen Yeh Chien-ying and Teng
Hsiao-ping at the Third Plenary
Session of the Tenth Central' Com
mittee of the Communist Forty of
China. The plenary session unani
mously adopted a resolution con
firming the appointment of Com
rade Hua Kuo-feng as Chairman
of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China and
Chairman of its Military Commis
sion; a resolution restoring Com
rade Teng Hsiao-ping to his posts;
and a resolution to expel Wang
Hung-wen, Chang Chun-chiao,
Chiang Ching and Vao Wen-yuan
from the Party once and for all and
dismiss them from all posts both
inside and outside the Party. The
plenary session also decided to
convene the Eleventh National
Congress of the Communist Party
of China this year.
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China's Economy Toda
W7 E must make up the time lost
" because of the 'gang of four'!"

These words, often voiced by the
people after the downfall of the
four last year, are now becoming a
reality. The prospects for mod
ernizing China's agriculture, in
dustry, science and technology and
national defense by the end of the
century are getting better and bel
ter as a result of the struggle waged

by people throughout the country
under the leadership of Chairman
Hua Kuo-feng.

Beginning late last year a series
of meetings have been called —
the Second National Conference on
Learning from Tachai in Agricul
ture, specific conferences on rail
way work and national planning
and the National Conference on
Learning from Taching in Industry.

Implementing Chairman Hua's
strategy to grasp the key link of
class struggle in- running the
country well, these conferences
thoroughly criticized the "gang of
four", organized exchange of ex
perience and mobilized the people
for increasing industrial and agri
cultural production.

Spurred by the Second National
Conference on Learning from

CHINA RECONSTRUCTS
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to build

counties.

socialist, Tachai-type

PIEN HUI

Tachai, leaders at every level from

county to province have gone to

the grass roots in agriculture.

They live and work with the

peasants, investigate local condi

tions and are leading the masses in

an intense attack on revisionism

and capitalism through exposing

and criticizing the "gang of four",

and in an energetic movement

Last winter and this spring,

China's hundreds of millions of

commune members threw them

selves into work to make basic im

provements on farmland on an un

precedented scale. They leveled

the land, improved the soil and

built water conservation projects.

Within a few months throughout

the country 15,000 million cubic
meters of earth and stone were

moved, 11 million hectares of land

was leveled, the irrigated area was

improved and enlarged by 2.1 mil

lion hectares and 100,000 wells

were sunk and installed with elec

tric pumps.

Kwangtung province achieved a

30 percent increase over last year

on its 460,000 hectares of wheat,

breaking all previous records. Sze-

chuan province, which suffered

severe sabotage from the "gang

of four", got a good summer harvest

of all crops planted over 3.3 mil

lion hectares, with wheat and

potatoes hitting an all-time high.

In the Wenchow prefectui'e in

Chekiang province which fell under

the direct control of the "gang of

four" in the past few years capi

talist exploitation had reappeared.
In many places the gang's followers

dissolved the collective economy by

dividing up the land for individual
farming. Agricultural output suf-
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fered and polarization had begun
— the rich getting richer and the

poor, poorer. After the downfall

of the gang, the commune brigade

organization and collective produc

tion were restored. The harvest

from the province's 32,400 hectares

of spring crops was 20 percent over

last year's and that for its 8,733

hectares of tea-oil seed was 40

percent up.

In industry:

1. Many national records have

been broken. Forty-two of the

country's 80 main products broke

monthly production records in May

and June. These include crude oil,

coal, electricity, chemical fertilizer,

cement and tractors. The output of

crude oil in the first half of this

year is 10.6 percent over that of

the same period last year.

2. Increases scored on the basis

of whole regions. These have been

attained in 29 provinces, munici

palities and autonomous regions.

Regions which were doing a good

job in production in the past
maintained steady growth. Areas

badly sabotaged by the "gang
of four" have begun to achieve

large-scale increases.

3. National industrial output
value going up by the month. The

figure for the second quarter was

30 percent above that for the first.

In the first six months of the year

the figure for Chekiang province

was up 17 percent over the same

period last year and that for

Kweichow province 29 percent.

Reasons for the Upswing

To create confusion, the "gang of

four" had distorted and attacked

Chairman Mao's socialist economic

policies from many aspects. Acting
on Chairman Mao's instructions.

Premier Chou En-lai had put for

ward on January 13, 1975 at the

First Session of the Fourth Na

tional People's Congress the great
objective of accomplishing the
modernization of China's agricul

ture, industry, science and technol-

Mcmbers ot Luchiao commune in Shantung province got their rice seedlings trans
planted in time despite a drought by conducting river water into the fields.

«I
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New technology ot lifting and roll
ing two ingots at once is used at
the Flrst-roHing Mill No. 2 of the
Ansban Iron and Steel Company.

ogy and national defense by the

end of the century. The "gang of

four" called this "revisionism".

Using every base method, they

sowed dissension in the working

class and disrupted production by

sabotaging the socialist manage

ment of enterprises. During the

confusion they aimed to seize

power.

In undoing the four's damage the

Party Central Committee head

ed by Chairman Hua Kuo-feng

CHfNA RECONSTRUCTS



would be attacked for engaging in
"all production and no revolu

tion". Anyone who wanted to

strengthen management and en
force necessary rules and regula
tions would be charged with "con
trolling, curbing and suppressing"
the workers. Cost accounting was
castigated as "putting profit in
command". • Any leader who was

concerned about the life of the

masses would be accused of using
"material incentives". The gang
so confused people that they began
to feel whatever they did would
be wrong.

happy that we can go ahead. Pro
duction is sure to rise." ;

Volume V of the Selected Works

of Mao Tsetung published this
spring on the decision of the Party
Central Committee put an ideologi
cal weapon into the hands of the

masses and leaders at all levels.

Particularly pertinent are Chair

man Mao's writings on the relation

between revolution and produc
tion, between politics and work and

between being "red" and being
expert. The ability to handle the

above mentioned relationships will

€

Exchange of experience helps boost production. Here
it Is done by workers from the Shanghai Steel Plant
No. 3 and the Capital Iron and Steel Company in Peking.

mobilized the masses to make a

thorough exposure and criticism of

them so as to clear away their poi

sonous influence politically and

ideologically. The gang had utiliz

ed many demagogic slogans. First

they would say, "If you make rev

olution well, production will go up

by itself." Then they would say,

"As long as you make revolution

well, it does not matter if produc

tion declines." Anyone who wanted
to develop socialist production

The exposure and refutation of

the gang brought forth the indigna

tion of the masses. They declared

that the "gang of four" cared noth

ing about the sufferings of the peo

ple, and went against the funda

mental interests of the working

people. The gang's opposition to

building socialism shows that their

aim was to bring the country and

the people to ruin. "Now that the

gang is overthrown," say the work

ers, "we feel relieved and are

benefit growth of the national econ
omy. The dialectics in the volume
help the people to refute the ideal
ism and metaphysics of the "gang

of four" and expose their crimes of

sabotaging socialist revolution and
socialist construction.

Industry and agriculture have
advanced by conquering diffi
culties. There have been severe

natural calamities this year. The

summer grain harvest suffered
from very low temperatures over
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large areas in the south and from
cold, hail and drought in the north.

But the commune members work

ed in the spirit of the Tachai bri

gade — "When heaven brings a big

drought, man will make a bigger

effort to overcome it." By struggle

they greatly reduced losses due to

natural causes.

In Shantung province's Yutai

county, the wheat could not sprout

because of drought. The county

Party committee mobilized the

masses to break up the hard crust

so that the young shoots could

come up. Given meticulous care,

the wheat grew thick stalks and

heavy ears and gave a record high

yield of five to six tons per hectare.

In industry there have been also

many difficulties to overcome.

Steel production was slowed down

by shortages of ore caused by inter
ference and sabotage by the "gang

of four". Efforts were made

in the mines and soon production

increased.

In a Marxist Way

The workers and cadres analyzed

and faced up the difficulties in a

Marxist way, made use of what
favorable conditions existed and

overcame the obstacles. Rail

transport on some lines suf

fered severely from sabotage by

the gang. After their downfall
Chairman Hua called on the rail

ways to get loading back to peak
level as soon as possible. Some

people doubted whether this could

be done. At a national conference

on railway work early in 1977 rep

resentatives from different parts

of the country exposed and criti

cized the gang's sabotage of rail

transport as a way to wreck the na

tional economy. Difficulties were

analyzed and the Party threw its

whole weight behind the campaign

to improve and speed up railway

transport. After the confei'ence all

railway divisions and subdivisions
sent people to the stations, sections,

shops, shifts and workers' homes

to mobilize the workers in the

spirit of the conference. This re

leased the initiative of the railway
workers and railway transport im

proved month after month. By
April the average number of cars

loaded daily broke all records. In

May and June the number of cars

loaded and unloaded was by far
above that for April.

The Second National Conference

on Learning from Tachai in Agri

culture (December 1976) and the

National Conference on Learning
from Taching in Industry (April-

May 1977) held up before the whole

country the two models for devel

oping agriculture and industry

along China's own road. The

former conference (See China Re

constructs, April 1977) summed up

and exchanged the year's ex

perience in building Tachai-type

counties and mechanizing agricul

ture. It also set 1977 and 1980 tar

gets for farm mechanization and

the number of counties to become

Tachai-type ones.

At the industry conference (See

China Reconstructs, September

1977) representatives heard a re

port on the Taching oil field, ex

changed experience in struggling

against the "gang of four" and

learning from Taching and discuss

ed plans for increasing the num

ber of Taching-type enterprises.

These two conferences have re

vitalized the socialist initiative of

hundreds of millions of peasants

and workers, are accelerating the

mass movements to learn from Ta

chai in agriculture and Taching in

industry to a new high tide and

spurring industrial and agricultural

production to a new leap forward.

Labor Emulation

The workers and peasants are

enthusiastically responding to

Chairman Hua's call: "Let's have

competitions and let everyone give

full play to his talents and abili

ty. . . The advanced must become
still more advanced and tho^e lag
ging behind must c^tch up. Make
revolution and work hard, and we

will succeed in whatever we do!"

Large-scale socialist emulation

campaigns have been launched.

The idea started in the railways
when the Chengchow Division sent
a proposal for labor emulation to

the Peking Division and the latter

responded with enthusiasm. Emu

lation campaigns began to spring

up all through industry and agri

culture, between provinces, munic

ipalities and autonomous regions,

between cities, counties, communes,

production teams, professions, in

dustrial and rhining enterprises,

shops, shifts and individuals.

Friendly emulation has begun

between the Shanghai Steel MiU

No. 3 and the Peking Shihching-

shan Iron and Steel Company and

between the Shanghai Department

Store No. 1 and the Peking Depart

ment Store. Among the provinces,

Kiangsu and Hunan are competing

for speedy industrialization; Sze-

chuan and Shantung, for both in

dustrial and agricultural growth;

Liaoning, Kirin and Heilungkiang,

in getting more Taching-type en

terprises, speedy industrial devel

opment, better fulfillment of eco

nomic and technical targets and
contribution to the country. Hopei,

Honan and Shantung competed

in summer grain production. Dur
ing the National Conference on
Cotton Production held in June,

representatives from Hupeh and
Kiangsu decided to hold a socialist
emulation campaign centered

around increasing cotton output.

The work of clearing out the

poisonous influence of the "gang of
four" is continuing so that both
leaders and the masses in industry

and agriculture can work accord
ing to Mao Tsetung Thought to
bring about sooner an all-round
big leap forward in the national
economy.

CHINA RECONSTRUCTS



A Visit to the Shaoshan

Irrigation Project
staff Reporter

HE Shaoshan irrigation project
surrounds the native village of

Chairman Mao Tsetung in Hunan
province. The pool in front of
Chairman Mao's birthplace links
with a branch channel in the

extreme north of the irrigation
area. The large-scale project was
built 12 years ago under the
supervision of Comrade Hua Kuo-
feng, then secretary of the Hunan
Party committee. Its channels
extend to 2,500 square kilometers
of hilly land in central Hunan. The
system waters 66,000 hectares of
farmland in 83 communes. With

plenty of water, the fields yield
good harvests every year. "Chair
man Hua has brought the 'water of
happiness'," the people say.

Good Example

Fifty kilometers west of Chang-
sha, capital of Hunan, one gets
one's first glimpse of the project,
a broad, straight canal of crystal-
clear water running like a silver
ribbon through the green fields. A
14-meter-high aqueduct carries it
over a highway and railway, so that
while junks sail above, cars,
trucks and trains pass underneath.
In the center of the aqueduct are
large characters in gold reading
"Yunhu's River in the Sky",
written 12 years ago by Comrade
Hua.

In June 1965 the Hunan Com

munist Party Committee decided to
build the project as part of learning
from Tachai, the model agricultural
brigade in Shansi province, as
Chairman Mao had called on the

country to do. A hundred thousand
peasant workers began operation
on July 1 of the same year.
Comrade Hua, as general supervisor
mobilized the masses and all
resources on a broad scale and car

ried out well the general line of

"going all out, aiming high and
achieving greater, faster, better and
more economical results in building
socialism" so that the first stage of
the project was completed in the
record time of 10 months. It

included the main canal, the north
ern, left and right trunk canals
totaling 174 kilometers, a dam.

seven tunnels, 19 aqueducts, 230
kilometers of branch channels and

nine highway and railway bridges.
Irrigating a total of 27,000
hectares of farmland in 1966, it in
creased farm yields markedly. In
six more months the second stage
was completed — the 66-km.-long
southern trunk canal,

Comrade Hua Kuo-fene at the Chuchintu worksite
of the Sbaoslian irrigation project, January 1956.
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Tbe 530-meter-loDg Chucbintu aqueauct over the Licashul River.
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Two research institute members observe
the grain in the milk while checking the
humidity in an irrigated paddy field.
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A tea garden on a former barren hillside being watered witb a sprinkler.
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Many branch channels like this one bring water to paddy fields.

Ducks reared by a production
(cam in the irrigation area.
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ShaoshaD Silver River, the main aqueduct,
which leads to Chairman Mao's native village.

With Comrade Hua's guidance
the people of the area continued to
make improvements in the project.
They built 2,520 km. of branch
channels, 444 electric pumping sta

tions and linked up the reservoirs
and pools to form a big irrigation
network which brings in water,
raises it to the hills and stores

rainfall for use in dry periods. The
area under irrigation has expanded
rapidly. As a flood-prevention
measure the people built dykes
along the Hsiangchiang and Lienho
rivers and straightened the course
of several old rivers. At the same

time they built more drainage
channels, pumping stations and
sluice gates and lined the channels
with stones and concrete blocks to
increase the speed of flow. In this

way they realized their long-felt
desire of being free from drought,
flood and waterlogging.

In the past 11 years agricultural
production has increased greatly.
In 1965 only 25 percent of the
farmland grew two crops of rice a
year; in 1976 it was 95 percent.
The average yield per hectare had
risen from 3.6 tons in 1965 to 8.25

in 1976. With water, forestry,
stockbreeding, sideline occupations
and fishing have all developed.

Great Changes

Twelve years ago, before the
project was begun, I had worked
briefly in the Hsinyen commune in
Hsianghsiang county near the
northern trunk canal. Now I could

10

hardly recognize the place. There
used to be a lot of wasteland-in the

hills, what we called "bald slopes"
that produced nothing. Now these
are all gone. The fields had been
small irregular hill plots with
ridges in between. Now the
slopes have been leveled into large
rectangular fields separated by
straight roads for tractors.

My old friend Tsao Tsu-yun,
leader of the Changchiawan pro
duction team, and other commune
members told me of the changes
since we'd last seen each other.

Most impressive were those in
farming and in the commune
members' lives.

This team used to suffer during
dry spells. After the rice was
transplanted the members had to
tread waterwheels to irrigate for
40, 60 and even up to 100 days a
year. "Since the project was built,"
Tsao said, "we have enough water
to grow two crops of rice a year.
And we have a one-third-hectare

experimental plot where we're
trying three crops — combining
wheat with early and late rice. Two
or more crops a year have brought
a big rise in our grain output. The
average yield per hectare went up
from 3.75 tons in 1965 to 7.5 tons

in the past few years, and then to
over 10 tons in 1976."

Our conversation turned to the

living standard of the commune
members. Hsu Cheng-ming, the
team's accountant, told me that the



average amount of grain distributed
annually to the members as the
main part of their income has gone
up from 278 kg. in 1965 to 350 kg.
in 1976. Before there was water,
one-third of the families had in

comes so low that they had to bor
row from the team in order to last

out the year. But they don't have
to any more.

THE SHAOSHAN IRRIGATION PROJECT

i went with Tsao to the home of

Tien Kuei-ying with whom I had
taken my meals 12 years ago. At
that time, because only one in her
family of four was able to do farm
work, hers was the poorest in the
team. They lived in tWo small
rooms. Now I could hardly believe
my eyes when I saw their new

house with three large bright
rooms. "We built this house six

years ago," she said, laughing at
my astonishment as we shook
hands.

Now her family numbers six and
two of them are working. As their
income increased they paid off all
their debts. Last year, according
to workpoints earned, they got
323.5 kg. of grain per person as
their income (83.5 kg. more than in
1965), and they also got some cash
and cotton, They added to their

proceeds by selling to the state two
pigs they had raised.

Tien Kuei-ying insisted on my
having dinner with her and I could
not refuse. She immediately got
busy shopping and cooking. We

Changsha

Ninghsiang
PIKING

■" ' Slim/f YUHHU'S"VIRSN'filVfRHsiarghsianT'?^"^
HSIANGTAN

Hsianglan
"SJANGHSUNG

Vi*OSHAH

tnonniU ^

ItjIjclHn orn '

V^ilmsonJIokM

fjedutU

n lujinelsShuangfeng;" ..

had dishes of salt pork, fresh pork,
fresh fish, two dishes of green
vegetables and a large bowl of egg
soup, with rice and wine. I could
not help recall those days 12 years
ago. Usually we had only dried
turnip strips and cabbage, and
seldom meat.

Fields' New Look

From a distance, Changfeng
commune on the plain looks like a
giant chessboard of large, flat
fields squared off by tractor roads

i

The Shihwan cicctric pumping station
irrigates 700 hcciarc.s ul farmland.

Water makes it easier for members of (he
Kiicheng commune, Hsiangtan county to
cover their barren hilisides with trees.

11
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Early rice in the Chuanlan? brigade, HsJangtan county.

with irrigation channels beside
them. One of its leaders told me
that they did all this since the
people "liberated" their manpower
from the waterwheels.

The commune's Tingtuo brigade's
team No. 4 began building fields
like this in 1970, leveling the small
hills and then dividing the land into
rectangular- plots all the same size.
They planted many trees along the
roads and channels. In the first
year- they built 1.7 hectares of
rectangular fields, which gave
them 2.8 tons more rice than
before. By leveling ridges be
tween the former small plots they
actually added 0.07 hectares to
their land. In 1971 and 1972 other
production brigades and teams did
the same thing.

Later with Comrade Wang,
Communist Party branch secretary
of the Shanghua brigade, I walked
up the main canal to see the north
ern trunk canal. I was impressed
by the many bridges. "Chairman
Hua always thinks about the
masses and taught us to do the
same," Wang said. "He asked us to
build a foot bridge every kilometer
or so. Wherever a lot of people live
he asked us to build stone steps on
both sides so that they could get
down to fetch water and wash
clothes." We came to a large
wheatfield. It had been made of
"waste soil", he said.

"What do you mean waste soU?"
I asked.

He explained that when they
built the canal a lot of earth had
been dug out and piled along the
sides. It covered up land belong

ing to the. production teams.
"Comrade Hua came to inspect our
work and suggested we use this
earth for building terraces on the
hillside nearby. He worked with us
and showed us how. As a result,
although the canal took some of our
land, we came out with 3.3 hectai-es
more than before."

New Achievements

I found out later that a total of
100 hectares of new fields had
been created by the Shaoshan
project.

At the Supo commune near- the
head of the canal I found that the
once-barren hills were planted not
only to grain, but to cotton, rape-
seed, peanuts, garlic, and orange,
peach and other trees and the com
mune has a new 13-hectare fish
pond, all indications of diversified
farming. "In the past we didn't
have enough manpower to tread
waterwheels for irrigating all our
paddy fields," Party secretary Chao
told me, "to say nothing of building
a diversified economy."

Throughout the entire project,
to date 6,700 hectares of land have
been turned into big rectangular
fields like the Changfeng com
mune's. Tractor roads have been
built through one-third of the ir
rigation area's farmland. Industrial
crops as well as grain have been
developed. Between 1965 and 1976
total cotton production tripled. The
1976 output of rapeseed is 5.2 times
what it was in 1965, tea 9 times,
fruit 19 times, medicinal herbs 8.8
times and golden lilies, dried and
used as an ingredient in Chinese
cooking, 27 times. The number of

pigs and fish has also increased
rapidly in recent years.

The Shaoshan project has set
an example for other places with
similar conditions. Some 2,700
hectares of farmland in Hsiangtan
county near the southern 'trunk
canal often suffered from drought
or waterlogging because the small
river there could neither irrigate
nor drain the land sufficiently.
The Yenping commune and two
others had planned to change this,
but they gave up for lack of
manpower and material.

In the winter of 1975, after
studying Comrade Hua Kuo-feng's
speech at the National Confei-ence
on Learning from Tachai in
Agriculture, they reviewed the
Shaoshan successes and decided on
another tiy. The three communes
pooled their resources and mapped
out a plan and work procedure.
Those who had taken part in the
Shaoshan project were particularly
active. With help from other com
munes, the county and prefecture,
in four months they dug the
Liehyenching canal, 13 kilometers
long, 6 to 8.5 meters deep and from
25 to 40 meters wide, which links
with the Shaoshan system. The old
riverbed has been converted into
farmland and fish ponds and the
2,700 hectares of land now give
good harvests despite drought or
extremely heavy rains.

In the past few years many
communes like Yenping have made
great achievements in their strug
gle to transform mountains and
rivers. Constant improvment of
the land has increased agricultural
output year after year.

12 CHINA RECONSTRUCTS



My Mother
CHU TEH

This story first appeared in the
Liberation Daily in Yenan on
April 5, 1944. We are reprinting it
in memory of its author Chu Teh
(1886-1976), a great revolutionary
fighter and proletarian revolution
ary and an outstanding leader of
the Party, the state and the army.

News of the death of my mother
has plunged me into deep

sorrow. I loved her, and so many
things she did in her long, toiling
life are etched on my mind.

My family were tenant peasants.
Our ancestors came from Shaokuan

in . Kwangtung province. After
moving to Hsinanchang of Yilung
county in Szechuan province, later
generations had always had to
work for landlords, but eked out
only a bare existence. Our friends
were all plain, hai'dworking peas
ants. .

Mother gave birth to thirteen
children. As the family was too
poor to support them aU, only the
first eight lived. The latter five
were drowned at birth. Each time

it left a searing pain in her, but
she had no other way out. She had
to look after all eight of us, but as
more than half her time was taken

up by farm work and household
chores, the babies were left to
crawl around by themselves most
of the time.

Mother was a good work hand.
As far back as I can remember she

always got up before daybreak.
There were altogether twenty in
the family. The women took turns
a year at a time doing the cooking.
When it was her turn, she not only
cooked but spun, fed the pigs and
silkworms and tended the vegetable
and melon patches. Because she
was tall and strong she carried all
the water and manure herself.

Mother was busy all day long.
By the time I was four I had al
ready begun helping her in what
ever I could. At eight I was carry
ing things on my back or on a
shoulder pole and also working in
the fields. I began to go to the vil
lage school. When I came home

she would be sweating over the
stove. I would quietly put down
my books and go to carry water or
herd cattle. Usually I studied in
the morning and worked in the
fields in the afternoon. During
busy periods I spent all my time in
the fields with my mother, who
taught me much of what I learned
about farm work.

T IFE for a tenant family is hard.
We were able to get along half

way decently only because Mother
was capable and resourceful. She
made us extract oil from tung
seeds so we could have a lamp at
night. Our meals consisted of either
sweet potatoes or crushed peas or
vegetables. Mother flavored these
with oil extracted from rapeseed so
that such coarse food, disdained by
landlords and rich people, tasted
at least palatable. After an excep
tionally good year we were able to
have some new clothes. Mother

Comi-adc Chu Teh in 193G after arriving in north Shcnsi at the end of
the Chinese Workers' and Peasants' Red Army's 25,00(l-!i Lang March.
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spun the yarn herself, then got it
woven into cloth and dyed. This
homespun cloth was thick and
durable. A suit of it would last

through three brothers.

An industrious family is well-r
disciplined and organized. My
grandfather was a typical Chinese
peasant. He would feel indisposed
if he didn't work in the fields and

did so right up to not long before
his death at around 90. Grand

mother was the organizer of the
family. Every New Year's eve she
assigned duties to each of us for
the coming year. Mother would be
the first up before daybreak to
light the stove and begin cooking.
Then I would hear grandfather get
up, and soon we had aU left our
beds to feed the pigs, cut wood and
fetch water.

Mother worked hard and never

complained. She was even-tem
pered, never beat or scolded us and
never quarreled with anybody. Her
stable influence was a big factor

in the harmony that prevailed in
our large family. She sympathized
with the poor, a quality she shared
with all her class. Poor as we were,
she never hesitated to help rela
tives poorer than us. On occasion.
Father would smoke or take a

drink. Mother never let us indulge
ourselves. The memory of Mother's
frugal habits, her kindness and
generosity has stayed with me till
today.

PEACEABLE though they were,
the Chinese peasants could not

escape disaster. Around the year
1900 Szechuan was hit by severe
droughts for several years. Bank
rupt and starving, peasants had
no recourse but to break into the

homes of the rich in great crowds
to demand food. I saw with ray
own eyes 600 or 700 peasants
and their wives and children, aU in
tatters, being beaten and killed by
government troops, saw their blood
reddening the ground and heard
their heart-rending cries.

. Life for my family also went
from bad to worse. We Hvbd on

millet and sorghum and did .not
taste rice the year rdund. In 1904
our landlord wanted to increase

our rent. We couldn't meet it and

on New Year's eve were forced to

move off. In tears, the family split
up to live in two places. With
fewer hands and bad weather, we
reaped nothing. It was the worst
year for my family but Mother
didn't lose heart. Her sympathy
for the poor and hostility toward
the rich grew stronger. Usually
she said little, but with pain in her
voice she would speak of the mis
fortune or suffering of people we
knew. I myself witnessed count
less injustices. All this stirred up
in me an urge to rise against op
pression and seek a new life.

It was not long after this that I
left home because of my schooling.
Usually a tenant peasant couldn't
afford to send his son to school but
my parents were determined to

STAMPS OF
NEW, CHINA

Comrade Chu Teh Coinmemoratives

ON July 6, the first anniversary of the
death of Comrade Chu Teh, late Chair

man of the Standing Committee of the
National People's Congress of China, a set
of four commemorative stamps was issued
to encourage the people of the whole
nation to emulate his revolutionary spirit
and fine qualities. His loyalty to the
Party and the people spurred him to im
plement Chairman Mao's revolutionary line
and dedicate his whole energy throughout
his lite to the cause of proletarian revolu
tion.

Stamp 1. A color portrait of Chairman
Chu Teh. Salmon, light blue, grey and
black.

Stamp 2. A photo of Chairman Chu Teh
presiding over the First Session of the
Fourth National People's Congress in 1975.
Salmon, lake, black, bronze-green and
white.

Stamp 3. A black-and-white photograph
of Chairman Chu Teh at study. He was
a tireless student of the works of Marx,

Engels, Lenin and Stalin and of Chairman
Mao.

Stamp 4. A bladc-and-whlte photo show
ing Chu Teh, then Commander-in-Chief
of the Eighth Route Army, personally
directing a battle in the War of Resistance
Against Japan. During the long years of
revolutionary war, he carried out Chair
man Mao's military lino and made in
delible contributions to the liberation of
the Chinese people and the cause of com-
munism.

All photos are edged in gold. The legend
on the stamps in gold reads; "First an
niversary of the death of Comrade Chu
Teh (1976-1977), great proletarian revolu-

■ tionary of the Chinese people." It is
superimposed on a design of evergreen
plants symbolizing that he will live forever
in the hearts of the Chinese people. All

4 stamps are of 8 fen denomination and
measure 52 X 31 mm. Per/, ll'/s. Color
photogravured. Serial numbers: J. 19 (4-1
to 4-4).
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bring up at least one educated man
in the family to stand up to the
bullying of the landlords and offi
cials. They scrimped and saved
and borrowed so that I was able to

finish village school and in 1905
take the county examination for
officials, and later to study in
Shunching and the provincial
capital Chengtu. My family owed
a debt of over 200 silver yuan for
my tuition and didn't get out from
under it until much later after I

had become a brigade commander
in the Army to Defend the Nation*.

T RETURNED to Yilung in 1908
and opened a primary school in

the county town, going home to see
Mother two or three times a year,
It was a time when new ideas were

in sharp clash with the old. Those
of us who were influenced by
ideas of science and democracy
wanted to do something for the
people in our home towns. The
powerful conservative local gentry
blocked our attempts. Without
telling my beloved mother, I left
for Yunnan and joined the New
Army** and the Tung Meng
Hui***. While in Yunnan in letters

from home I learned that far from

blaming me Mother approved of
my act.

1 have not been back since 1909.
In 1921, I had Father and Mother
brought to live with me. They were
so used to working on the land that
they felt ill at ease away from it
and later left to go back. Father
died on the way. Mother returned
and worked at home until the last.

As the Chinese revolution devel

oped, my ideology underwent more
changes. When I found that the
Chinese Communist Party was
leading the revolution in the cor
rect direction, I joined it. After
the Great Revolution**** failed I
was cut off from home entirely.
Mother held the family together
with the 30 mu (two hectares) of
land.

I heard from them again after
the War of Resistance Against
Japan began. Mother knew we
were fighting for national libera
tion and hoped for our success.
She knew our Party was having a
hard time and she continued living
frugally at home. In the seven
years that followed I was able to
send her several hundred silver

Comrade Chu Teh, as Commandcr-in-Chicf of the Eighth Route Army, speaks to
Eighth Route Annymen in Ycnan during the War of Resistance Against Japan.

yuan and some photos of myself.
Mother was getting on in years but
I knew she was always thinking of
me, as I was of her. Last year a
letter from a nephew said, "Grand
mother is 85 years old, weaker in
spirit than last year, not eating as
much and not moving about as
easily as before. She longs to see
you once more." But, having dedi
cated myself to the cause of
national resistance, I was unable to
fulfill my mother's wish.

road. On this road I have come to

realize more and more that nothing
in the world is more precious than
this knowledge and this will.

\ LL her life she never stopped
working. I was told that she

was cooking at the stove until one
minute before I was born. Even in

her old age she continued to work
hard. Another nephew wrote last
year, "Grandmother is not doing
as well as last year because of her
age, but she still does whatever
work she can and especially loves
to spin."

Mother has left me forever. I

will never see her again. Her death
is an irreparable loss. Mother was
an ordinary person, one of millions
of the Chinese working people. Yet
it is these millions who have made

and are still making the history of
China. How can I repay my
mother's kindness? I will continue

to be loyal to our nation and people
and the Chinese Communist Party,
their hope, so that others like her
will have a happy life. This is what
I can and will do.

May my mother rest in peace.

I should thank my mother for
teaching me how to struggle
against difficulties. Having gone
through all kinds of hardships at
home, I have been able to weather
more of them in 30 years of fight
ing and revolutionary activities.
Mother gave me a strong constitu
tion and the habit of hard work so

that I have never felt fatigue.

I should thank my mother for
the knowledge of production she
taught me, for molding in me a
revolutionary will and encourag
ing me to take .the revolutionary

■The Army to Defend the Nation was
organized by Tsai E (1882-1913) in Yunnan
province to fight against Yuan Shih-kai,
a northern warlord who made himself
emperor in 1915.
" The New Army was a part of the armed
forces organized in 1895 after the Sino-
Japanese War by the Ching government in
hope of consolidating its tottering feu
dal rule. But with revolutionaries in
it promoting their cause, in all provinces
the New Army units, with the exception
of the Northern New Army of Yuan Shih-
kai, inclined toward revolution and be
came an important force in the Revolution
of 1911.
... The Tung Meng Hui (Revolutionary
League) was a bourgeois revolutionary
party organiaed in 1905 by Sun Yat-sen
(1836-1923). It led the Revolution of 1911
which overthrew the Ching dynasty (1644-
1911) and established the Republic of China.
•••'The Great Revolution is the First,Rev
olutionary Civil War (1924-?7).
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The Taihang People Remember

Commander-in-Chief Chu Teh
WANG YAO-CHENG

Throughout the War of Resistance Against Japan
(1937-45) Commander-in-Chief Chu Teh adhered to

Chairman Mao's strategic principles for carrying out

a "protracted war" and "independent guerrilla war
fare in the mountain regions ioith the initiative in
our own hands". Between 1937 and 1940 the Eighth

Route Army led by Chu Teh, following instructions
from Chairman Mao and the Party Central Com

mittee, operated behind the enemy lines in north

China, mobilizing the masses and initiating guerrilla
warfare against the Japanese aggressors and their

puppet troops. They fought over 10,000 battles and

rendered more than 200,000 enemy troops ineffec

tive. They established base areas along the Shan-

si-Chahar-Hopei, Shansi-Hopei-Shantung-Honan,

Shansi-Suiyuan provincial borders and in Shantung

province. In them the people's anti-Japanese armed

forces grew stronger and stronger. In the following

article, notes from his travel diary, the author shows

how the people in the Taihang Mountains* remem

ber their beloved Commander-in-Chief Chu ■Tefi.

TT IS 40 years since the Japanese
invading forces attacked the

Chinese garrison at Lukouchiao on
July 7, 1937, launching all-out in
vasion of China south of the Great
Wall. The people of the Taihang
Mountains will never forget their
joy at learning that while the Kuo-
mintang army was fleeing helter-
skelter in the face of the Japanese
invasion, Chairman Mao was send
ing the Eighth Route Army under
the command of Chu Teh to fight
the Japanese. Its general head
quarters and 129th division under
Liu Po-cheng had left north Shensi
to move eastward across the Yel
low River and would soon arrive
in the Taihang Mountains. From
there Chu Teh would direct guer
rilla warfare in north China and
build many base areas behind the
enemy lines.

Chu Teh and the general head
quarters arrived in the crisscross
ing gullies of Wuhsiang county,
Shansi province, deep in the Tai
hang Mountains in the spring of
1938. They quartered for some
time' in two villages, Chuanpi and
Wangchiayu, in the eastern part of
the county.

The general headquarters at
Wangchiayu was a peasant court

yard with tile-roofed buildings on
the east, west and south and three
cave-rooms on the north. Chu Teh
and Tso Chuan, Deputy Chief of
Staff of the Eighth Route Army,
chose the east and south rooms and
left the west one and the cave-
rooms (warm in winter and cool in
summer, hence considered much
better than the east and south
rooms) for the householder and the
guards. Chu Teh's room (both of
fice and bedroom) was simply
furnished: a desk, some chairs and
a kang (brick bed kept warm in
winter by chimney flues running
under it), a telephone on the desk,
a hoe in a corner, military maps on
four walls, a saddlebag filled with
hay that served as a mattress and
a quilt covered with coarse home-
dyed cloth on the kang. On one of
the walls hangs a picture showing
Chu Teh on horseback and the
poem "To My Elders in Szechuan"
he wrote while staying here:

We rein in our horses in
the Taihangs

Where swirling snow comes
early in the tenth month.

Every night, though still
clad in thin uniforms,

Our men swoop down to
attack the Japanese in-

■ vaders.

Many veterans and old peasants
recall how hard Chu Teh

studied whEe he lived here. His
desk was always piled high with
books and The New China Daily
(Taihang edition). He and Comrade
Tso Chuan and others conscien
tiously studied On Protracted War,
Problems of Strategy in Guerrilla
War Against Japan and others of
Chairman Mao's important military
articles written during the early
anti-Japanese war period and
sought ways to put their precepts
into practice.

Chu Teh often gave talks to his
men on Chairman Mao's works. In
one on the three stages of the pro
tracted war** he compared the anti-

' The Taihang Mountains are situated
where Hopei and Honan provinces border
on Shansi. In November 1937 the Eighth

• Route Army began building the south
eastern Shansi anti-Japanese base area
centered around the Taihang Mountains.

•• In On Protracted War Chairman Mao
wrote: "Since the Sino-Japaiiese war is a
pi-otracted one and final victory will be
long to China, it can reasonably be as
sumed lhal this protracted war will pass
through three stages. The first stage
covers the period of the enemy's strategic
offensive and our strategic defensive. The
second stage will be the period of the
enemy's strategic consolidation and our
preparation for the countcroffcnsivc. The
third stage will be the period of our stra
tegic cnuntcroffensive and the enemy's
strategic retreat."
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