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Chiang Ching’s
Wild Dream Shattered

EMPRESS LU, wife of Liu Pang,

founding emperor of the Han
dynasty (206 B.C.- A.D. 220), was
one of Chiang Ching’s favorite
historical characters. One day in
1976 in talking with Comrade Hua
Kuo-feng, Chairman Mao remind-
ed him how Liu Pang had become
aware just before he died that his
wife was scheming to make herself
supreme ruler.

While Liu Pang was living, Em-
press Lu had used her power as
imperial consort to raise members
of her clan to positions of great
power. After he died she had Liu
Pang’s chosen successor, son of
another of his wives, murdered and
his mother maimed — her hands
and feet cut off, eyes gouged out,
and made deaf and mute, she was
left to die in an outhouse. Empress
Lu persecuted or removed minis-
ters and generals who had helped
found the Han dynasty. She boost-
ed her own followers and conferred
princedoms on members of the Lu
clan. Though she held only the
title of Empress Dowager she was
actual ruler for 16 years.

This ruthless and ambitious
woman was glorified by Chiang
Ching in order to prepare public
opinion for her becoming empress.
In the summer of 1974 when prep-
arations were being made for the
Fourth National People’s Congress,
Chiang Ching, already working to-
gether with Wang Hung-wen,
Chang Chun-chiao and Yao Wen-
yuan, schemed to have Wang made
Chairman of the NPC Standing
Committee and Chang premier, and

to form a “cabinet”, that is, place
their followers in top posts. She
made many public appearances
saying, “Empress Lu was a great
feudal stateswoman.” She ordered
the propaganda machine under her
control to publish special articles
lauding the Han empress. She also
praised the notorious Ching dy-
nasty Empress Dowager Tzu Hsi
(1835-1908), reminding people that
the latter had been ‘“actually a
reigning empress”. Tang dynasty
Empress Wu Tse Tien, China’s only
empress who had reigned in her
own right from 684 to 704, was
Chiang Ching’s idol. Of her she

declared, ‘“Popular sentiment was
gratified when Wu Tse Tien be-
came a ruling empress.”

“Some people liken me to Wu
Tse Tien,” she said on one public
occasion, “others liken me to Em-
press Lu. I'm most honored. . . .
From a class viewpoint I'm more
progressive than they are, but I'm
not as capable.” On various occa-
sions Chiang Ching declared her
intention to emulate Empress Lu.
Distorting history, she ordered her
hirelings to write articles describ-
ing Empress Lu as the wife who
“understood Liu Pang better, fol-
lowed him more closely and lived

Commune members critlicize the “gang of four”,
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0il workers criticize the “gang of four”.

with him longer than any others”
and asserting that “no one except
Empress Lu was able to carry on
Liu Pang’s unfinished cause”.

Thwarted Attempts

The “gang of four” looked upon
Premier Chou En-lai as the biggest
obstacle to their gaining power. In
the winter of 1974, behind the
backs of the other members of the
Communist Party Political Bureau,
Chiang Ching sent Wang Hung-
wen to Chairman Mao with false
charges against Premier Chou.
Chairman Mao criticized Wang
sharply and warned him not to get
mixed up with Chiang Ching.
Chairman Mao also warned Chiang
Ching, “Don’t show yourself too
often. Don’t write your comments
on documents. Don’t form a cabi-
net under yourself (act like a
behind-the-scenes boss).”

A week later Chiang Ching
wrote to Chairman Mao saying,
“Ever since the Ninth National
Party Congress I've been generally
idle and have not been assigned any
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work. It's worse at present.” Long
aware of her ambition, Chairman
Mao told her, “Your job is to study
trends at home and abroad. This
is an important task. I’ve said this
to you many times. Don’t say you
have no work.”

Some time afterward Chiang
Ching again asked someone to relay
to Chairman Mao her wish that
Wang Hung-wen be named a vice-
chairman of the NPC Standing
Committee. Chairman Mao said by
way of reply, ‘“Chiang Ching has
wild ambitions. She wants Wang
Hung-wen to be Chairman of the
Standing Committee of the Nation-
al People’s Congress and herself
to be Chairman of the Party Cen-
tral Committee.”

The TFourth National People'’s
Congress elected Chu Teh Chair-
man of its Standing Committee and
reappointed Chou En-lai Premier
of the State Council, to the joy of
the nation. Foiled in her scheme,
Chiang Ching ranted, subjected
practically all the members of the

Sketches by Hsu Hsi

Political Bureau to a stream of ver-
bal abuse and had her words relay-
ed to Chairman Mao. Realizing
that Chiang Ching Wwas going down
an anti-Party road, Chairman Mao
said, “After I die, she will make
trouble.”

Chairman Mao always tried to
help and educate people who had
made mistakes. In July 1974 he
said to Chiang Ching and her gang,
“You’d better be careful; don’t let
yourselves become a small faction
of four.” In December he again
said, “Don’t form factions. Those
who do so will fall.” In May 1975
he again warned them, “Practice
Marxism-Leninism, and not revi-
sionism; unite, and don’t split; be
open and aboveboard, and don’t in-
trigue and conspire. Don’t function
as a gang of four. Don’t do it any
more. Why do you keep doing it?
Why don’t you unite with the more
than 200 members of the Party
Central Committee? It is no good
to keep a small circle of a few, It
has always been no good doing so.”
Chairman Mao declared, ‘“She



(Chiang Ching) does not represent
me. She represents herself.”

At another time Chairman Mao
said of the problem of the “gang of
four”, “If this is not settled in the
first half of this year, it should be
settled in the second half; if not
this year, then next year; if not the
next year, then the year after.”

Chiang Ching made several at-
tempts to launch a movement to
oust Premier Chou and a large
number of Party, government and
army leaders. All were detected
by Chairman Mao and thwarted.
Chiang Ching nursed a burning
resentment.
chance she said, “The Political
Bureau struggled against me for
two months,” and of Chairman
Mao, “I get a headache every time
he chants incantations.”

Even before this she had written
a poem: “There's an extraordinary
peak on the river/ Which is locked
in smoky mists/ Usually it cannot
be seen/ Only rarely is its magnif-
icence revealed.” The ‘“extra-
ordinary peak” was herself, and
Chairman Mao the smoky mists
that enshrouded her.

Brazen Maneuvers

After Premier Chou died in
January 1976 and Chairman Mao’s
illness worsened, Chiang Ching
could not contain her ambition any
longer. She again began to show
up in all kinds of places declaring,
“It’s time men stepped aside and
women did the managing”, “Wom-
en should rule the country”,
“Women can also be ruling em-
presses. There will be empresses
even in communist society. We're
going to have communism with an
empress.”

Two years earlier she had even
ordered a gown designed in the
style worn by Empress Wu Tse
Tien. News of the discovery of
Empress Lu’s jade seal threw her
into ecstasy. “Where is it?” she
said. “Bring it to me. This is very
important.” It was as if by pos-
sessing the gown and seal she could
actually realize her dream of be-
coming empress.

In April 1976, upon Chairman
Mao’s nomination, Comrade Hua
Kuo-feng was appointed First
Vice-Chairman of the Party Cen-

Whenever she had a

tral Committee and Premier of the
State Council. Foiled again in
their bid for top positions, Chiang
Ching and her gang began plotting
to overthrow Hua Kuo-feng. With-
out authorization Chiang Ching
summoned leading people from a
number of provinces and munici-
palities and started a movement to
remove from office a large number
of central and local leaders who
had consistently followed Chair-
man Mao’s revolutionary line—
including Comrade Hua Kuo-feng.

Using a chess simile, she said,
“T’'m like the pawn that has crossed
the river and will not turn back.
I'm the pawn that can eat up the
‘old marshals’.” Bent on creating
disorder to facilitate the gang’s
seizure of power, about this time
Chiang Ching tried to stir up
trouble in Chengchow, a key rail-
road center. “Snarl up rail trans-
portation there,” she told a hench-
man in the Chengchow Railroad
Bureau, and added the promise,
“The State Council can’t function
any more, neither can the provin-
cial Party committee. One day
you’ll become provincial Party sec-
retary.”

At the time, the “gang of four’s”
plan was described by one of their
followers to his underlings in these
words, “We're going to seize power
through criticizing Teng Hsiao-
ping. Now’s the time for a power
transfer. . . . Most of the veteran
cadres represent old things. . . .
We'll overthrow them if we can;
if not, we’ll drive them away; if
we still can’t get rid of them we’ll
badger them until they're sick or
injured.”

Early in September 1976 Chair-
man Mao became gravely ill. Hua
Kuo-feng and other central leaders
took turns staying at his side but
Chiang Ching went off on a pleas-
ure trip to the model farm brigade
Tachai in Shansi province, taking
with her a huge entourage. She
thought her dream of becoming
empress was about to be realized.
On September 5 she was notified
that Chairman Mao’s condition
had become critical, but she did
not leave for Peking until hours
later, in the meantime spending
time playing cards and feasting.

The doctors had expressly for-
bidden her to move Chairman Mao

but on September 8 while the doc-
tors were away she turhed him
over causing his , condition  to
worsen.

A Desperate Move

After Chairman Mao’s death the
“gang of four” had something he
had said earlier put out as his

- “last words” and altered the mean-

ing to “act according to the prin-
ciples laid down”. By the “prin-
ciples” laid down they meant
their intrigues and revisionist
practices. Then they ordered a
major article published insinuat-
ing that Comrade Hua Kuo-feng
had tampered with the quotation.
Companion pieces talked about
how after the death of Liu Pang,
Empress Lu carried on according
to principles laid down by him.
Chiang Ching thought she could
get rid of veteran leaders true io
Chairman Mao’s revolutionary
line by charging them with “be-
traying” the principles laid down.
The gang instructed their followers
everywhere to create confusion.
They plotted a counter-revolution-
ary coup d’etat for October.

In late September and early Oc-
tober Chiang Ching turned up all
over the place, in factories, army
units and schools, held banquets
and had many photos taken of
herself. Her close followers got
people to write letters “entreat-
ing” her to assume the positions
of Chairman of the Party Central
Committee and of its Military
Commission. Flushed with the
hope of victory, when her syco-
phants wanted to take pictures of
her she told them to save their
film for the celebration of some
“extra good news” about her.

The Chinese people had long
been angry about what Chiang
Ching and her gang were doing.
All those who go against the tide of
history inevitably meet their doom.
After the 1911 revolution, in which
the people under Dr. Sun Yat-sen
overthrew China’s last emperor, a
few careerists tried to restore the
monarchy and enthrone them-
selves, but failed. Chiang Ching’s
dream of becoming empress also
came to an ignominious end when
Chairman Hua Kuo-feng led the
Chinese people in thoroughly de-
feating the “gang of four”.

CHINA RECONSTRUCTS



Chinese Women on Chiang Ching:

The Enemy of Women’s Liberation

HIANG CHING had never done
any work for the women’s
cause and had never been con-
cerned about it. Yet, beginning
in 1974 she suddenly began posing
as a “liberator” of women. She
started giving talks all over the
place “fighting for power for
women”. Since the “gang of four”
were defeated in their anti-Party
schemes, in meetirgs and articles
Chinese women have been de-
nouncing Chiang Ching for trying
to use the idea of women’s libera-
tion to serve her own ends and lead

the ‘women’s movement onto the
wrong path.

After Chairman Mao became
critically ill Chiang Ching went
around saying, “It’s time men step-
ped aside and women did the
managing” and “Women can also
be ruling empresses”. In plain
language, declared a speaker at a
meeting sponsored by the Peking
Women's Federation, she was say-
ing it was time that she, Chiang
Ching, took over supreme power in
the Communist Party and the

country and became a Chinese
empress of the 1970s.

One of the points made by the
speakers was that Chiang Ching
was covering up the class content
of the women question. In dealing
with women’s liberation Marxism
has always stressed first of all the
class roots of women’s oppression.
In old China the working people
were oppressed politically, eco-
nomically and ideoclogically by the
exploiting classes. Working women
especially were dominated by four

Women miners at the Pinglingshan Coal Mines in Honan province write posters eriticizing the “gang of four”.
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befare criticizing the “gang of four”, Hotun commune, Szechuan province.

systems of authority — political,
clan, religious and masculine —
which placed them at the bottom
of society. They had no rights
whatsoever.

Chairman Mao always attached
great importance to women as a
force in the revolution and was
constantly pointing out the correct
direction for the women’s libera-
tion movement. He said, “The
emancipation of the working wom-
en is inseparable from the victory
of the class as a whole. Only when
their class wins victory can they
achieve real emancipation.” In line
with this precept, Chinese women
fought side by side with the men
in struggles against imperialism,
the Kuomintang reactionaries and
the feudal landlords, and overthrew
their rule, thus striking at the class
roots of their oppression. Like the
men they hold their destinies in
their own hands.

After liberation, in an inscription

for the first issue of the magazine-

Women of New China Chairman
Mao wrote, “Unite and take part in
production and political activity to
improve the economic and political
status of women.” Later he made

the famous statement, “Times have
changed, and today men and
women are equal. Whatever men
comrades can accomplish, women
comrades can tco.”

During the cultural revolution,
especially during the movement
against Lin Piao and Confucius,
women and men got together to
criticize the old idea of looking
down on women and the habits
flowing from it. This struggle
enabled the women to further free
themselves from the spiritual
shackles of thousands of years. As
they make more and more contri-
butions to socialist revolution and
construction their political and
economic status is rising steadily.
Women cadres have been developed
under the guidance of Chairman
Mao and the Communist Party.
Today, together with the men,
women are exercising power on
behalf of the proletariat at all
levels, from the Party Central
Committee, the National People’s
Congress Standing Committee and
the ministries under the State
Council down to the local levels.

Equal pay for equal work is the

rule for both industry and agricul-

ture. Women are truly -“holding
up half the sky”.

I

Wilfully disregarding Marxist-
Leninist theory, Chairman Mao’s
views on women’s liberation and
the background of women’s posi-
tion in China, Chiang Ching said,
“The situation in the Party Central
Committee is unreasonable. . 2%
“There is serious male chauvinism.”

She went on to say, “This situa-

tion should be changed,” and
“Women should rule the country.”

Chiang Ching made women’s
liberation out to be women’s strug-
gle against men, seizing power
from men and exercising dicta-
torship over men, speakers at the
meetings pointed out. By this she
was actually disrupting the unity
within the ranks of the revolu-
tionary classes. She was trying to
deflect the women’s movement
from its aims of contributing to
socialism and raising the status of
women and use women as a force
in her own seizure of power.

Phony Women’s
Champion

Another of Chiang Ching’s views
that came under fire was the idea
that when women become leaders,
that is their liberation. In repudia-
tion women speakers pointed out,
“Both in countries with bourgeois
governments and with proletarian
governments, whoever is in power
represents the interests of his or her
own class, never those of either
men or women.”

In fact, Chiang Ching herself
never rejected all men. Three of
the “gang of four” were men. Those
who worked for the gang in their
attempt to seize power, whether
men or women, wére put in im-
portant positions. On the other
hand, she had nothing good to say
about women who had devoted

their lives to the revolution. She

attacked veteran women revolu-
tionaries like Tsai Chang and Teng
Ying-chao, wife of Premier Chou
En-lai, both of whom had fought
beside Chairman Mao and as

CHINA RECONSTRUCTS
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leaders of the women’s movement.
Though Teng Ying-chao is a
Vice-Chairman of the National
Federation of Women, in 1975
Chiang Ching and her collaborators
even objected to her taking part in
the preparatory work for the
Fourth National Women’s Congress.
After the fall of the “gang of four”
Chairman Hua on behalf of the
Party Central Committee proposed
that Teng Ying-chao be appointed
a Vice-Chairman of the National
People’s Congress Standing Com-
mittee, a point which had been
agreed to by Chairman Mao before
he died.

An article by a nurse who was
assigned to duty with Chiang Ching
tells how the latter bullied and
humiliated women staff members
around her. “Once in the Great
Hall of the People,” the nurse
wrote, “Chiang Ching wanted a
drink of water. I was a bit slow in
getting it for her. She broke into
a torrent of abuse and threw it at
me.” This nurse was later put
under arrest for standing up to
Chiang Ching when the latter made
unreasonable charges against her.
Premier Chou learned of it and told
Chairman Mao, who ordered the
nurse released.

Many women lashed out at
Chiang Ching for her lavish and
dissipated style of life and the way
she lorded it over people. They
pointed out that her becoming su-
preme ruler would have led to a
restoration of the system of ex-
ploitation under which working
women were oppressed and what-
women’s liberation has
achieved in China would be lost.

ever

Dream Talk

An article by the Women’s
Federation of the Ningsia Hui Au-
tonomous Region criticized Chiang
Ching’s idea that in primitive clan
society the woman was the head
of the house and as the productive
forces develop, it will again be
women who will govern, that
“women can also be ruling em-
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presses. There will be empresses
even in communist society”.

The fact is, the article points out,
in the early stage of primitive com-
munist society where there was yet
no exploitation of man by man,
mankind was still in a state of
savagery. People engaged in group
marriages and blood relationship
could only be determined by the
child’s relation to the mother. The
productive forces were at a very
low level. The division of labor
was for the men to hunt and fish,
but this could not guarantee a
steady source of food, and women
were to gather fruits and berries, a
more reliable diet. Women were
responsible for distributing the
food, which gave them a highly re-
spected status in society. But this
did not imply that women imposed
their rule on men. Chiang Ching in
her obsessive drive to be a ruling
empress did not scruple at distort-
ing history.

Since society is constantly’ devel-
oping and history moves in a for-
ward direction, mankind is not
going back to matriarchal society.
It is even more ridiculous to say
that there will be empresses in
communist society. The emperor

.or empress in feudal society was

the biggest landlord, the biggest
power-holder in the system of ex-
ploitation. In communist society
there will be no classes, no exploi-
tation of man by man. The rela-
tionship between people and be-
tween men and women will be one
of equality and mutual help. So
obsessed was Chiang Ching with
becoming an absolute monarch that
she abandoned the most rudimen-
tary Marxism-Leninism, the Ning-
sia article stated. When she said
women should rule she did not
mean enabling working women to
be masters of their own destinies,
but for herself to become empress
and wield absolute power over the
working people.
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Li Chun-kuang and His
Big-Character Poster

N July 25, 1975, Chairman Mao
criticized the “gang of four”

for banning the feature film
Pioneers about the Taching oil field
workers. “There is no big error in
this film,” he wrote. “Suggest that
it be approved for distribution.
Don’t nit-pick. And to list as many
as ten accusations against it is go-
ing too far. It hampers the adjust-
ment of the Party’s current policy
on literature and art” (See May
1977 issue of China Reconstructs).

In August, after hearing Chair-
man Mao’s directive, Li Chun-
kuang, a 35-year-old teacher of the
theory of composition at the Con-
servatory of Music of the Central
“May 17” University of Arts in
Peking, wrote a dazibao, or big-
character poster (p. 11). It was a
sharp criticism of the “gang of
four” and their followers in the
Ministry of Culture for their arro-
gant control over the field of litera-
ture and art.

The gang tried to keep the dazi-
bao from being known and per-
secuted Li. The intense struggle
that developed around the dazibao
is an example of the way people
fought against the gang’s counter-
revolutionary activities.

A China Reconstructs reporter
recently talked with Li Chun-
kuang at the conservatory and ask-
ed him how he came to write the
poster. “The material in the dazi-
bao came from many comrades
here,” he said. “As we discussed

Staff Reporter

Chairman Mao’s directive, our
stand gradually took shape. What
I did was only to put our feelings
into a dazibao. As for the ‘gang of
four’, especially Chiang Ching who
controlled literary and art circles
then, it was only gradually that we
realized what they were.”

Realization

Li Chun-kuang became a teacher
at the conservatory in 1966, the
year Chairman Mao launched the
cultural revolution. A Communist
Youth League member, he threw
himself into the movement and
soon became leader of a mass or-
ganization at the conservatory.
When Chiang Ching appeared as
the “standard-bearer of the revolu-
tion in literature and art”, Li Chun-
kuang, like others, did not see
through her.

As the movement deepened, how-
ever, more and more questions rose
in his mind. At several mass meet-
ings he saw Chiang Ching lording
it over the representatives of the
masses, abusing people, implying
that they were criminals and not
allowing them to speak. On one
occasion he heard her say to a
young student, “You want to argue
with me? You don’t even have a
right to stand here!” Her behavior
made the whole atmosphere of the
meeting tense. Isn’t this the arro-
gant style of the bourgeoisie? Li
Chun-kuang thought. How can a
genuine proletarian revolutionary
treat the masses like this?

On the other hand, on May 9,
1970 when Premier Chou En-lai
received representatives of the
masses from literary and art
circles and universities and colleges,
Li saw an altogether different
atmosphere. Premier Chou talked
with them as a friend, asked them
what exactly was happening in
their places of work and listened
carefully to what they had to say.
He asked Li what he had studied
and whether he had read Lu Hsun’s
writings. Premier Chou’s warmth
toward the people left a deep im-
pression on him. There was an
essential difference between the
attitudes of Premier Chou and
Chiang Ching toward the masses.

In 1971, Lin Piao failed in an
attempt to assassinate Chairman
Mao, fled the country and was kill-
ed when his plane crashed. Chiang
Ching, until then a Lin Piao sup-
porter, suddenly reversed herself
and declared that she had been
against Lin Piao all along. ‘“How
Lin Piao persecuted me!” she said.
More questions rose in Li Chun-
kuang’s mind. Hadn’t Chiang Ching
sung the same tune as Lin Piao in
the cultural revolution? Wasn’t it
Lin Piao who had-praised Chiang
Ching everywhere as “politically
very strong and artistically ex-
pert”? Wasn’t it Lin Piao’s accom-
plice Chen Po-ta who had concoct-
ed the title “standard-bearer of the
revolution in literature and art” for
Chiang Ching? And hadn’t Chiang
Ching shouted at a mass rally: To
Lin Piao ‘‘good health forever!’?

CHINA RECONSTRUCTS




Li Chun-kuang saw and heard
many strange things in literary
and art circles that made him in-
dignant. It was clear that the eight
model revolutionary theatrical
works were the results of years of
labor on the part of literary and
art workers under the guidance of
Chairman Mao and the concern of
Premier Chou. But Chiang Ching
and her followers lied shamelessly
when they said that the works had
been “nurtured with the heart
blood” of Chiang Ching. To take
the credit for herself, she ruthless-
ly attacked and persecuted those
who knew better —the leaders,
writers, artists and musicians who
had actually created the new works.

“Gang of four” followers had
seized power in the Ministry of
Culture. Working together, they
viciously discriminated against all

who disagreed with them. Many -

old revolutionary cadres were dis-
missed from their posts and for a
long time given no work. The com-
poser of the famous “Battle Song
of the Volunteers”, for example,
was slandered as a special agent by
Chiang Ching and persecuted. In
May 1970 Li Chun-kuang heard
Premier Chou inquire about the
composer before many people at a

reception, but Chiang Ching and
her group turned a deaf ear.

Chiang Ching, who considered
herself the “standard-bearer of the
revolution in literature and art”,
never called for the study of pro-
letarian theory of literary and
artistic creation. Instead, she pro-
moted her own revisionist ideas as
a straightjacket for creation in
literature and art and negated and
tried to kill all works that did not
fit her stereotypes. This infuriated
Li Chun-kuang whose own study
in the theory of music had been
made sterile under the control of
the Chiang Ching group.

Premier Chou’s warm support
for revolutionary literature and art
won him the love and esteem of
cultural workers despite the slander
Chiang Ching and her followers
launched at him on every occasion.
On New Year’s Day 1973, Premier
Chou received film workers, telling
them, “The people criticize the fact
that there are too few films. They
are right. Not only films, but
publications too. These are urgent
demands. The people have nothing
to read. We should give them
what’s new and revolutionary.”
Chiang Ching was present and
butted in with “There were lots of

Li Chun-kuang (left) talking with a teacher of the department of music.
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literary and art works before. the
cultural revolution, but they were
all poisonous weeds.” '

This greatly disturbed Li Chun-
kuang. Premier Chou had obvious-
ly reflected the desire of the
masses. Later Li learned that
Chiang Ching had slandered Pre-
mier Chou by saying, “Now some-
one is attacking us by making use
of the fact that there are few films.

This is class struggle.” Li Chun-
kuang was indignant. Soon after
this, Premier Chou, who was

seriously ill, again came under her
attack. This time it was under the
guise of “criticizing today’s Confu-
cius” in the movement to criticize
Lin Piao and Confucius. Only the
class enemy could be behind this,
Li Chun-kuang thought.

These things set Li Chun-kuang
thinking. Earnestly he studied
works by Marx, Engels, Lenin and
Stalin and by Chairman Mao. He
became more and more convinced
that Chiang Ching was not the
“standard-bearer of the revolution
in literature and art” but a polit-
ically ambitious conspirator. How
can we stand this handful of erim-
inals who are ruining our state
and trampling on the people? he
thought. Countless revolutionaries
lost their lives in the fight for so-
cialism. I would give my life with
no regret to help keep our country
socialist and defend Chairman
Mao’s revolutionary line. He was
deeply stirred.

Facing the Storm

On August 2, 1975, Li Chun-
kuang went to a meeting called by
the Ministry of Culture to transmit
Chairman Mao’s July-25 directive
on the film Pioneers. The words of
the directive were like a light in
the darkness. Chairman Mao had
supported the literary and art
workers and sharply criticized
Chiang Ching and her followers.
Li Chun-kuang was filled with
strength. Strange, he thought, that
the heads of the ministry did not



come to the meeting, and the per-
son who presided just read the
directive hurriedly as if to get it
over with, saying that it “broaden-
ed one’s vision” and making no
self-criticism.

Long suppressed hatred for the
“gang of four” now burst into the
open. The meeting to discuss
Chairman Mao’s directive turned
into a meeting to criticize the lead-
ers of the Ministry of Culture. At
it, Li Chun-kuang spoke out. His
theme was “Bombard the Ministry
of Culture!” He knew that a severe
struggle awaited him but he was
ready to face it. That night he put
his speech on paper in bold ink-
brush characters and pasted it on
a wall of the main building of the
conservatory.

His dazibao shook literary and
art circles and others in Peking.
Every day crowds came to the con-
servatory to read it. They read it
under umbrellas in the rain and
with flashlights after dark. “Com-
rade Li Chun-kuang’s dazibao is
right,” they commented. “It ex-
poses exactly what’s wrong with
the Ministry of Culture.” Many
people shook hands with Li Chun-
kuang, encouraging and thanking
him. And many warned him that
leaders in the Ministry of Culture
would retaliate.

People working in many literary
and art organizations in Peking and
other parts of the country also ex-
pressed their criticism of the lead-
ers in the Ministry of Culture. The
film Pioneers was shown to the
public again. Things livened up in
literary and art circles.

Test

Chiang Ching was hysterical
with rage. Yao Wen-yuan, who
controlled the press, declared that
the dazibao was reactionary.
Chiang Ching’s followers in the
ministry planned revenge. “Li
Chun-kuang seems so sure of him-
self,” they said. “He must have
backers. We will ferret them out!”
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But Chairman Mao’s directive had
been very explicit and they feared
the rising feeling of the masses.
They had to act covertly. They
used the power of their position to
issue secret orders to keep people
from reading the poster. They
forbade people to copy it and pre-
vented its contents from being re-
ported to Chairman Mao and the
Party Central Committee. Nor
would they report to them what
was actually happening in litera-
ry and art circles as a result of
Chairman Mao’s directive. Biding
their time for retaliation; they
threatened anyone who copied the
dazibao.

When Premier Chou died in
January 1976, the ‘“gang of four”
thought their chance to retaliate
had come. They opened fire on
cadres and rank-and-file workers
in literary and art circles who
opposed them. Li Chun-kuang was
one of them.

In the spring of 1976 sworn
followers of the “gang of four” in
the Ministry of Culture began a
“criticism and education” of Li
Chun-kuang and ordered him to
appear whenever he was called.
He fought back. Once he sent them
a note: “Can’t follow your orders
this morning. See you in the after-
noon. If you want to invite me to
another feast, you can keep the
delicacies in the icebox until some
auspicious hour.”

The gang’s lackeys took turns
questioning him, trying to get him
to say he had come to “a new
understanding” of his dazibao. “I
have no new understanding,” Li
Chun-kuang replied. “The view
expressed in the dazibao is still
my view.”

In June 1976 the “gang of four”
ordered drastic measures against
Li Chun-kuang and formed “a
strong group” to deal with him. He
was held “under investigation” in
a room at the conservatory and
forbidden to go home, contact any-
one outside or receive family, rela-

tives or friends. During the earth-
quake in July, Li’s elderly parents
asked that he be allowed to help
build a shelter at home, but were
flatly refused. The gang’s follow-
ers stepped up their campaign
against him. They questioned him
day in and day out trying to trace
his “backers”. “It doesn’t matter
how high these persons are,” they
said. Their real target was the
Party Central Committee,

At the same time they traced all
who sympathized with him or had
copied his dazibao. They question-
ed his friends, relatives and neigh-
bors.

He was held for 108 days.
Waging a stubborn struggle against
the gang’s intrigues and persecu-
tion, he was still certain that Chair-
man Mao’s revolutionary‘ line
would finally triumph and that the
more frantic Chiang Ching and the
gang became the sooner they would
collapse. He used his time to study
the selected works of Marx, Engels,
Lenin and Chairman Mao and learn
Japanese. When he was question-
ed, his forceful arguments could
not be answered by his opponents.

Letters of Encouragement

The arrest of the “gang of four”
by the Party Central Committee
under Chairman Hua Xuo-feng
brought Li’s freedom. His dazibao,
now a year old, was published in
the Renmin Ribao (People’s Daily)
on December 5, 1976. Hundreds of
letters of support came from differ-
ent parts of the country expressing
concern for his health and praise
for his example. They encouraged
him to keep his fighting spirit and
never become complacent.

A young commune member
wrote: “The ten members of my
family gathered to discuss your
dazibao. We were very moved. My
mother said, ‘It’s the wisdom of
Chairman Hua that gave Li Chun-
kuang a new life. Because Chair-
man Hua supports us we have a
bright future building socialism.” ”

CHINA RECONSTRUCTS



Excerpts from Li Ghun-kuang’s
Big-Character Poster

Opinions Delivered at a Study Meeting, August 1975

HAIRMAN MAO'S “July 25

directive” has said what we
think. Step by step, its significance
will become clearer.

But what attitude does the Min-
istry of Culture take toward it?
Some ministry leaders have ex-
pressed their view, but I say it is
only empty talk. You have com-
mitted glaring errors, but why
haven't you said a word about
mobilizing the Party members,
cadres, workers and students under
the Ministry of Culture to criticize
you and help you recognize and
correct your mistakes? Why don’t
you arouse the masses to help you
analyze and criticize the “ten
points”? (He is referring to the
“gang of four’s” ten accusations
against the film Pioneers—Tr.)
In my opinion the “ten points” are
absurd theoretically, confused in
logic, overbearing in style, and
noxious politically.

In cooking up the ‘“ten points”,
you rejected Marxism, democratic
centralism, the mass line and pro-
letarian discipline. You simply
have no regard for right or wrong!
The present Ministry of Culture
was set up after the Great Prole-
tarian Cultural Revolution, but you
don’t like what the workers, peas-
ants and soldiers like, and your
hearts don’t beat in unison with
theirs. Your “ten points” were a
demonstration against the Party
Central Committee, showing that
you dare to throw overboard what
it had decided. Isn’t this outra-
geous?

Every sentence in Chairman
Mao’s directive is of the utmost
importance. “Suggest that it (the
film) be approved for distribution.”
Isn’t it a shocking situation that a

film (a good film welcomed by the
workers, peasants and soldiers)
could not be approved for distribu-
tion unless Chairman Mao himself
intervened? “Don’t nit-pick,” he
said. “And to list as many as ten
accusations against it is going too
far.” Which one of your ten inso-
lent accusations can stand up, or
has any ground at all? They add
up to nothing but an attempt to
find fault with the film, reverse
right and wrong and frame charges
and a determination to kill it. Isn’t
this so? But why? How come such
a deep hatred? It’s really going too
far!

You accused the film of “glorify-
ing” someone. Who does it glorify?
Who of us who went to Taching
was not moved? The hundreds of
thousands of oil workers and their
leaders, including, for instance, a
Marxist leadership like the Taching
Party working committee (now a
regular committee), are loyal to
Chairman Mao, to the Party Cen-
tral Committee, to Marxism and to
the people. Their tremendous con-
tributions can never be erased.
They are glorious representatives
of the Chinese working class.
Speaking of “glorifying” someone,
we may well say that the film
glorifies the Chinese proletariat. Is
this something unjustified or im-
permissible? Does it mean that do-
ing a completely righteous thing

like this is a crime? You have
really gone too far!
HAIRMAN MAOQO’S instruction

on “the adjustment of the
Party’s current policy on literature
and art” is very important, wise, in-
cisive and timely. The current poli-
cy on literature and art followed

by the Ministry of Culture is not
keeping pace with the development
of the revolutionary situation, nor
does it meet the demands of the
Party and the people, demands pro-
ceeding from Marxism. It should
be adjusted.

Take the cadre policy for exam-
ple. Chairman Mao said that it was
wrong to replace rank-and-file
cadres whenever the leaders are
changed. He stressed the need to
unite 95 percent of the cadres, . . .
that the Communist Party should
appoint people on their merit
rather than by favoritism. How far
has this policy been carried out by
the Ministry of Culture? How
many veteran cadres in the min-
istry have been used under this
policy?

Comrade Ma Ke, for instance,
has been subjected to investigation
for nine years and no evidence has
been found to show that he had
been an enemy, special agent or
renegade. His case is roughly one
of following the erroneous line.
I'm not familiar with him, nor does
he know me. In the past he re-
sponded warmly to the call Chair-
man Mao issued in the Talks at the
Yenan Forum on Literature and
Art. He was one of the composers
of the opera The White-haired Girl
and wrote a number of good songs.
These works have inspired millions
of revolutionary fighters to storm
the enemy citadel and serve the
cause well. Can’t this be counted
as having done a tiny bit of good?

I heard that when he made a
self-criticism before the masses, he
concluded it with the remark, “If
permitted to do so, I wish to do a
tiny bit of work to the best of my
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ability for the Party and the people
in the limited number of years re-
maining to me.” Did you hear this
remark? Why don’t you give it a
little consideration? Nine years
are not a short time. How many
nine years are there in a cadre’s
life? The masses of literary and
art circles have long been dissatis-
fied with such things but don’t dare
to speak out. Speaking out is itself
a crime.

Time and again our beloved Pre-
mier Chou En-lai has inquired
about some ‘writers and artists and
their works, and expressed his
concern for them. But some lead-
ers of the Ministry of Culture just
turn a deaf ear. You pay no heed
to what the premier says. Your
institution is under the State Coun-
cil but you dare to disobey the
Premier of the State Council. Our

Premier Chou, respected and be- -

loved by the people throughout the
country and the world, is loyal to
the Party and the people. Under
the leadership of Chairman Mao
and the Party Central Committee,
he has over the past decades work-
ed indefatigably and with utter
devotion in disregard of difficulties
and peril. The attitude you take
toward such a great proletarian
revolutionary, such a good cadre of
the Party, will never be tolerated
by the people in their hundreds of
millions!

The Ministry of Culture has not
carried out the three-in-one com-
bination of old, middle-aged and
young cadres. To speak only about
the organizations I know makes me
think of a remark by Lenin, “In
place of the old leaders, who hold
the common human views on
ordinary matters, new leaders are
put forth who talk unnatural stuff
and nonsense.” Do we have this
situation? I can name names. Why
should this be kept secret? Some
comrades have sharply pointed out
that there is a clique among the
leaders of the Ministry of Culture
and that you are the worst clique
in literary and art circles. I admire
the Marxist spirit of those who
dare to state the case in such a
straightforward manner!

S to theoretical research, how

many articles making a serious
study of the writings of Marx, En-
gels, Lenin, Stalin and Chairman
Mao on literature and art have been
published by the Ministry of Cul-
ture? How many articles making
a serious study of Lu Hsun’s aes-
thetic thinking have been publish-
ed? Nearly 20 years ago Chairman
Mao spoke of the integration of rev-
olutionary realism and revolution-
ary romanticism. This is the most
fundamental principle for creative
writing in proletarian revolution-
ary literature and art. When did
you seriously study this question?
You don’t talk about Marx, Lenin,
Chairman Mao or Lu Hsun. You
only talk about making some great
innovations. You are even wiser
than Marx! In some of your arti-
cles, which are beyond comprehen-
sion, even the rudiments of gram-
mar and sentence structure and the
basic concepts of language are
ignored.

As for studying theory, narrow-
ing the differences between town
and country, industry and agricul-
ture, and mental and manual labor
and restricting bourgeois right, you
keep lecturing others about this
every day. But what about your-
selves? It seems that Lu Hsun's
prediction fell far short of what has
actually happened. He told mem-
bers of the League of Chinese Left-
wing Writers in 1930: Don’t think
that after the revolution succeeds,
the masses of workers and peasants
will invite you to ride in special
cars and eat special food. It may
be hard to get brown bread to eat.

How lucky our revolutionary
writers and artists are now! Spe-
cial clothes, special food, special
cars. Lenin punished the ad-
ministrative cadre who raised his
salary. Chairman Mao criticized his
guard who caught a fish to serve
him on the Long March. Marx
often went hungry. But today
everything is splendid. After the
great victory of the revolution, you
have become heroes of a special
sort and you are entitled to special
food, special clothes and special

cars. And this is still not enough.
I was told that the literary and art
workers will be further classified
into the highest level, higher level,
high and inferior levels, and so on
and so forth. What nonsense! It’s
utterly ridiculous!

VERYBODY is dissatisfied. But

such things cannot be talked
about. If anybody talks about
them, it means “bombardment”
(concentrated malicious attack —
Tr.). What does it matter if we
bombard the Ministry of Culture?
What I say today is a “bombard-
ment”. Is the Ministry of Culture
really a tiger whose backside no
one dares touch? I am deliberately
touching it. When did the leading

. members of the ministry utter even

one word of self-criticism? When
have you ever tolerated evenra few
words of criticism or suggestion?
Yet every remark of yours is like
an imperial edict and everybody
must respond ‘““yes” and “all right”.

Even Chairman Mao had to say
in his July 25 directive, “Suggest
that it be approved for distribu-
tion”, because you are the ministry
in charge of this work. So the
Chairman of the Party Central
Committee “suggested” that you
handle the affair this way. On May
9, 1970, after giving completely
correct and very important instruc-
tions on the cultural revolution in
the Conservatory of Music, Premier
Chou said to the masses, “Do you
think these opinions of mine are
worth your study?’ When have
you ever shown a tiny bit of such a
great Marxist style?

I hope you listen to these opin-
ions. Retaliate if you like. This
will temper me politically, theo-
retically and ideologically and also
strengthen my willpower and moral
integrity. That's 3 good thing.

Chairman Mao's directive serves
as a flame, the flame of the great
truth of Marxism. Whoever wants
to put this flame out will find
it impossible. Don’t underesti-
mate Chairman Mao’s strength.
Don’t underestimate the people’s
strength. Don’t underestimate the
strength of the truth of Marxism.
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Tu-an’s Stony
Mountains Bow
to the

Tachai Spirit

Staff Reporter

| a
A cement boat with pump in a deep pool at the Nanchiang brigade.
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b

Pushing away a big stone.

NTERING the Tu-an Yao Au-
tonomous County, visitors are
impressed by high mountain ranges
with many weirdly shaped rocks.
Layer upon layer of terraced fields
wind like ribbons around the cloud-
shrouded peaks. They are fed by
long-hidden underground streams,
water from surface rivers carried
through tunnels that pierce the
mountains, and from ponds and cis-
terns built in the highlands.

Located in the Kwangsi Chuang
Autonomous Region in south
China, the county is a rugged lime-
stone mountain area. Out of a to-
tal area of 6,750 square kilometers,
only 7.8 percent is farmland. Its
750,000 people belong to seven na-
tionalities, the biggest being Yao,
Chuang and Han. Farming used to
be on tiny plots scattered about the
mountainsides. These were so small
that not even water buffaloes could
be used for plowing, and so oddly-
shaped that the only way to refer
to the size was by the amount: of
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