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SINCE the beginning of the Great
Proletarian Cultural Revolution
and especially since 1968 when
Chairman Mao called on them to do
so, wave upon wave of China’s mid-
dle school graduates have left the
cities for the countryside. Altogeth-
er 12 million have settled in rural
areas and frontier regions where
they have become integrated with
the peasants and workers and form
a fresh force for the building of
socialism.

School graduates come to make their home in a village.

Graduates Take to

o R

the Countryside

This is one of the great events
in China’s socialist revolution and
construction. It has profound and
far-reaching significance for speed-
ing up the modernization of
agriculture; for narrowing the
difference between industry and
agriculture, town and country and
mental and manual labor; for com-
bating and preventing revisionism
and consolidating the dictatorship
of the proletariat; and for training
millions of young people who will

carry on the cause of the proletar-
ian revolution.

A new thing in the building of
socialism, the trek of school grad-
uates to settle in the countryside
has developed in the midst of a
sharp struggle between Chairman
Mao’s proletarian revolutionary
line and Liu Shao-chi’s revision-
ist line. As early as 1955 during
the period of agricultural coopera-
tion, Chairman Mao pointed out:
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“All intellectuals who can work in
the countryside should be happy
to go there. OQOur countryside is
vast and has plenty of room for
them to develop their talents to
the full.” Large numbers of school
graduates have enthusiastically
responded to this call.

The carrying out of Chairman
Mao’s revolutionary line, however,
is never smooth sailing. Opposi-
tion and sabotage comes from the
capitalist roaders in the Party who
do their utmost to prevent integra-
tion of the educated youth with
the workers and peasants. Prior
to the cultural revolution Liu
Shao-chi, spreading such nonsense
as “study in order to become an
official” and “go to the country-
side and make a name for your-
self”, attempted to undermine the
movement of young people going
to the countryside. Liu Shao-chi’s
revisionist line was criticized dur-
ing the cultural revolution. In De-
cember 1968 Chairman Mao said,
“It is highly necessary for young
people with education to go to the
countryside to be re-educated by
the poor and lower-middle peas-
ants”, The movement to settle in
the countryside swept the nation.
In 1969 alone 2.7 million middle
school graduates left the cities,
more than double the number who
had moved to the countryside in
the dozen years before the cultural
revolution.

The Lin Piao anti-Party clique
viciously attacked this movement
as “forced labor in disguise” and
tried to sabotage it. The young
people and their parents fought
against this. In 1973 in a letter re-
plying to Li Ching-lin, who sup-
ported his middle school graduate
son to settle in the countryside in
Fukien province, Chairman Mao
approved his action as a revolu-
tionary one and showed great con-
cern for the young people’s life in
the countryside. Today for middle
school graduates to go to the
countryside has become an almost
universal custom.

Opposition to this policy has not
ceased. Last summer, Teng Hsiao-
ping, the biggest wunrepentant
capitalist roader in the Party, ad-
vocated that we should “select good
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students to go straight to college”.
This was publicly to obstruct mid-
dle school graduates from go-
ing to the countryside to be re-
educated by the workers and peas-
ants. It was part of Teng Hsiao-
ping’s Rightist attempt to reverse
the correct verdicts of the cultural
revolution. It was met by a vigor-
ous counterattack by many youths
who carried their words into ac-
tions. In the first three months of
this year hundreds of thousands of
school graduates went to the coun-
tryside and frontier regions.

For school graduates to go to the
countryside means a complete
break with traditional ideas. For
centuries the exploiting classes
peddled the Confucian doctrine
that “he who excels in learning can
be an official” and “all occupations
are base, only book-learning is
exalted”. The bourgeoisie, trumpet-
ing “knowledge is private prop-
erty”, regards knowledge as a lad-
der for achieving personal fame
and fortune. But Chinese youth
today maintain that culture should
serve the working people since it
is they who create culture. “It is
highly honorable to become a peas-
ant after schooling,” they assert.
“We want to be ordinary workers,
not part of an intellectual elite.”

by i N M

Young school graduates plowing deeply between oil palms on Hainan Island.

Educated by the local poor and
lower-middle peasants, the millions
of school graduates in the coun-
tryside  conscientiously  study
Marxism-Leninism-Mao  Tsetung
Thought and criticize capitalism
and revisionism. Tempered in the
class struggle and the struggle for
production and scientific experi-
mentation, they constantly raise
their socialist consciousness and
working ability. Many have joined
the Chinese Communist Party and
the Communist Youth League.
With the poor and lower-middle
peasants they take on responsibility
for helping to build the new so-
cialist countryside. Many of them
have become counselors in the mass
study of Marxist-Leninist theory,
agricultural technicians, literary
and art workers, tractor drivers,
barefoot doctors, schoolteachers
and pioneers in scientific farming.

Others have been promoted to
leading positions in the people’s
communes or state farms, and some
outstanding youngsters have been
elected to the Central Committee
of the Chinese Communist Party
or the Standing Committee of the
National People’'s Congress. This
demonstrates that China’s proletar-
ian revolution is forging ahead and
that there is a solid core of people
who will carry on.
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Since 1968 thousands of Kwangtung province
middle school graduates have answered Chairman
Mao’s call to go to the countryside, crossed the
Chiungchow Strait and settled down on state farms
on Hainan Island. In a 500-kilometer tour of the
island, most of the time among new rubber planta-
tions, we seemed to run into ruddy-cheeked young
people everywhere carrying pails of latex on shoulder
poles.

Though subtropical and ideal for growing rub-
ber, before liberation Hainan Island had only a few
small low-yield plantations. Most of the island was
undeveloped. When the new people’s republic began
to develop an independent and self-reliant economy,
the state decided to make Hainan the country’s big-
gest rubber base. Between 1951 and 1968 huge con-

PEOPLE BUILD HAINAN ISLAND

Staff Reporter

tingents of peasants, cadres and demobilized soldiers
from mainland Kwangtung province opened up
more than 80 state plantations. Since then, with
fresh forces of school graduates, the area planted to
rubber trees has expanded vastly.

School graduates make up more than half the
latex tappers, a specialized job. They are active in
class struggle, the struggle for production and scien-
tific experiments and have done much in improving
production technique. Over 16,000 of them are.
serving in different leading positions on the farms.
Every one of the island’s state farms have young
leaders at the top level. The young people have also
reinforced the militia defending China’s southern
coast.

The Reclaimers

INCE ancient times the southern
tip of Hainan Island has been
called “the end of the world” be-
cause it was wild and uninhabited.
A mountainous area, today it is the
home of the South Wind produc-
tion team of the South Shore State
Farm. The wild look is gone,
transformed by a terraced rubber
plantation, a mirror-smooth reser-
voir and neat rows of houses. The
silence of old days is broken by the
sounds of work and the singing and
laughter of young voices.

The Hsiaoshu Mountains here
first felt the pick and shovel in
1969 when some veteran workers
of the state farm and 40 middle
school graduates from the city of
Swatow climbed the wild slopes.
Some of the young volunteers, fired
more by idyllic imagination than
practical experience, expected to
see swaying coconut trees under a
blue sky and white clouds. They
were staggered by the endless
stretches of slopes covered with tall
creeper-entwined trees and thorny
undergrowth. Others, ready to per-
form dramatic feats with their

< Returning from laiex tapping.
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school knowledge, felt like heroes
with no place to go.

Team leader Liu Chun-kuang,
noting their reactions, organized a
study of Chairman Mao’s Orienta-
tion of the Youth Movement, stress-
ing a particular passage: “How
should we judge whether a youth
is a revolutionary? How can we
tell? There can only be one crite-
rion, namely, whether or not he is
willing to integrate himself with
the broad masses of workers and
peasants and does so in practice.”

The young people learned that
when they were still infants the
first reclaimers had left their main-
land homes and come to Hainan.
There were no new thatched roof
houses waiting for them. They slept
under trees with leafy branches for
mattresses. With pick and shovel
they began to turn the wild land
into the rubber plantations and oil
palm forests the young people had
seen elsewhere on the farm. En-
couraged, the young people began
to see these wild mountains, too,
growing green and orderly.

But why were these mountains
at “the end of the world” chosen?
There were many mountains on the
South Shore State Farm. Before

the cultural revolution many of
them were left untouched because
experts held that rubber trees could
not survive the strong winds com-
ing from the ocean and the severe
lack of water on the slopes. During
the cultural revolution the farm
workers criticized the revisionist
line of Liu Shao-chi, including its
blind faith in bourgeois specialists.
They suggested that the rich soil
and hot climate of the mountain
slopes were good conditions for
growing rubber. There had to be
ways to get water.

Their task, the veterans told the
school graduates, was to experi-
ment with growing rubber on the
slopes of the Hsiaoshu Mountains
and accumulate experience so that
eventually all the seashore moun-
tains could be made to produce
rubber.

“Rubber is vital to our economy
and national defense,” the veterans
said. “Let’s work like the Taching
oil drillers, dare to take on hard-
ships and work for China’s inde-
pendence in rubber.”

More veteran workers and their
families and more school graduates
came to the Hsiaoshu Mountains.
The young people were particularly
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New rubber plantation and hous-

ing in the Hsiaoshu Mountains.
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Tractor driver Huang Hsiang-chao,

moved to see 56-year-old Chang
Tu-jung, wife of one of the veter-
ans, out working with the rest.
Leader Liu tock the young people
to ‘a huge pit nearby where the
Japanese imperialists had dumped
the bodies of miners they had kill-
ed for resisting their rule. Himself
a veteran guerrilla, Liu told stories
of how the famous Hainan Island
Guerrillas and the local people of
different nationalities had fought

the Japanese invaders, and how
later the People’s Liberation Army
had driven the Kuomintang reac-
tionaries off the island.

“Blood and sweat won this land,”
the school graduates told them-
selves. “The first reclaimers on Hai-
nan started under much greater
odds than we face today. Let’s
carry on and force the Hsiaoshu
Mountains to bend to our will.”

The Mountains Wake Up

The veterans handed the young
people sharp long-bladed axes for
clearing the undergrowth. A couple
of hours’ work raised blisters. They
longed for a break. Yet the older
people, including some older
women, kept hacking away ahead
of them. They swung their axes
again and plodded on. In a few
weeks their blisters turned to cal-
luses.

The slumbering mountains awak-
ened. At night the slopes were lit
by the red flames of burning brush.

Water was badly needed not only
for planting but for everyday life.
The farm sent up three trucks of
water every day. This only gave
each person three ladles for drink-
ing and washing. Meanwhile, some
young women, without interrupt-
ing their work, joined the veterans
in a search for water in the moun-
tains. There was little. The site
was screened on all sides by moun-
tains, and the rain, though plenti-
ful, fell only during a short period.
The best way to get water, they de-
cided, was to build a dam and form
a reservoir.

Work began in spring 1970, the
school graduates the main force in
digging, drilling, blasting and
carrying stones. The farm sent
tractors to help. By August the
project was finished —a dam 10
meters high and 80 meters long and
a reservoir to hold 200,000 cubic
meters. Autumn rains filled the
reservoir which was named
“World’s End”. Eighty hectares of
slopes were planted to rubber sap-
lings. Soon a small hydroelectric
station began supplying electricity.

In May the next year a typhoon
raised a flash flood which destroy-
ed the dam. The people rebuilt it

quickly. It was barely finished
when another downpour brought
mountain torrents which breached
the dam one night. The team went
out to save it. Boulders dropped
into the break were swept away.
Young men and women jumped
into the water, linked arms, and
blocked the current with their
bodies while others piled up boul-
ders and sandbags. By the time
the dam was saved it was dawn.

With water the young rubber
trees thrived. Now the settlers
began to build brick-and-tile houses
and plant two hectares to rice and
vegetables. They raised fifty pigs.
They stocked their reservoir with
fish. Tangerine trees brought from
their mainland homes took root.
For the first time the school
graduates tasted the joy of ample
food and clothing by working with
their own hands. The Hsiaoshu
Mountains were now home.

The South'Shore State Farm sent
more of its young people out to
apply the Hsiaoshu Mountains ex-
perience to other mountains.
Gradually 1,200 hectares of sea-
shore slopes were converted into
rubber plantations.

Maturing in Struggle

The production team set up an
evening school for the study of
Chairman Mao’s writings and other
Marxist-Leninist works, general
knowledge and the science of rub-
ber cultivation. School graduates
do most of the teaching. Wall
newspapers carry articles on ideo-
logical gains in studies, reports on
outstanding people and deeds, and
criticisms of manifestations of
bourgeois thinking.

The young people found that by
responding to Chairman Mao’s call
to integrate themselves with the
workers and peasants they had
been able to transform the wild
mountains and make them serve
the country’s needs. There was no
better refutation of Lin Piao’s
slander that sending school grad-
uates to the countryside was
forced labor in disguise. They also
saw that Lin Piao’s slander was
actually rooted in the reactionary
Confucian thinking which encour-
aged young people to excel in book-
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learning in order to become offi-
cials, the reoad to wealth and power
in the old China. Today the young
people are filling the wall news-
papers with articles denouncing the
arch unrepentant Party capitalist
roader Teng Hsiao-ping for trying
to keep school graduates from go-
ing to the countryside. Most of
their articles express their deter-
mination to integrate with the
workers and peasants.

After a day’s work, veterans and
youngsters often ' get together to
make music or rehearse songs and
dances depicting their militant life,

which they perform for neighbor-
ing production teams,

Having weathered the strong
winds on the island, the rubber
trees will be ready for tapping
next year. The planters are also
maturing. Many of the 60 young
people in the Hsiaoshu Mountains
have become members of the Com-
munist Party or the Communist
Youth League. Some have become
leaders or managers of the farm at
different levels. Some have been
sent to universities, others have
learned to be the farm’s doctors,
teachers, agro-technicians, re-

searchers, drivers and machine
shop workers.

Huang Hsiang-chao, a teenager
when he first came, was nicknamed
Little Tiger for his daring work on
the dam and reservoir. He is now
a Communist Party member and a
tractor driver.

“We're going to transform all
these mountains — the whole is-
land!” he said. “Not only that —
we're going to close the gap be-
tween industry and agriculture,
town and country, physical and
mental labor. That’'s a great
future!”

New Force in Rubber Production

WE VISITED Tan county in the
western part of Hainan Island
where China’s earliest state farms
and rubber plantations were set
up. The South China Institute of
Tropical Plants and the South
China Academy of Tropical Plants
are also located here. Many school
graduates working on the farms
take part in scientific research to
raise production, They have linked
their ideal of building up the coun-
try with the development of
China’s rubber industry.

A New Road

The Red Flag production team
was one of China’s earliest rubber
sapling nurseries after liberation.
Veteran workers drove out the
wild pigs and killed pythons, clear-
ed off the mountain slopes and
planted rubber trees.

In the early days, rubber trees
in China were raised from seeds.
The yield was low — less than two
kilograms of dry rubber a year per
tree. In 1958 China began to grow

Wu Hsiao-hsin (second right) and other school graduates discuss
a new way of tapping more latex with veteran worker Wu Ti.
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bud-grafted trees which yield over
3 kg. Recently she has planted new
varieties of rubber trees developed
by Chinese workers and scientists.
These give higher yields and resist
typhoons and cold.

But there are still a large num-
ber of the earlier seed-grown trees
on the farm. It was important to
raise their yield. Once the Red
Flag production team’s Party
secretary, Lin Ting-chun, had ex-
perimented on a seed-grown tree
and got a yield of 3 kg. Since this
proved it possible, in 1975 the
team decided to experiment on a
large area of seed-grown trees. The
task was given to school graduate
Wu Hsiac-hsin, who had come to
the farm from Kwangchow in 1968
at the age of 17.

When Wu first arrived, he
thought tapping latex would be
easy. It was not. When he con-
tinued to tap half as much as a
veteran worker, he felt the inade-
quacy of his school training and
began to work hard at learning
from the veterans. Soon he became
a skilled tapper and studied the
botany of rubber trees with great
interest.

The dedicated way he went at
the task impressed the farm’s
veteran workers. To strengthen
his political level they told him a
lot about the struggle between the
revolutionary line and the revision-



Chu Kuo-yu (second left), a middle school graduate now a research
assistant at the South China Aecademy of Tropieal Plants, gather-
ing comments from veteran workers and technicians on his inven-
tion, an instrument for quick assay of rubber content in latex.

Learning the hows and whys of tractors
at a state farm’s spare-time college.




The twofold task of a school graduate: Build
up Hainan Island and defend the couniry’s
southern frontiers.

Jogging, one of the spare-time activities on the
state farms.

Discussing the theory of the dictatorship of the proletariat during a work break.

After work.
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Learning grafting from a veteran worker on Hsiliu farm,

ist line on.the farm before the
cultural revolution. The influence
of Liu Shao-chi’s revisionist line
was strong then and the special-
ists’ word was law. Regulations
set by them kept the workers
under strict control. If they hurt
the trees or failed to meet their
quota their wages were cut. Ob-
viously workers were not allowed
to do scientific experiments to raise
production.

‘The revisionist lines of Liu
Shao-chi and Lin Piao strangled
the workers’ enthusiasm. During
the cultural revolution when these
lines were criticized, farm leaders
began to rely on the workers to
help develop rubber production.
Both old and young workers now
had the opportunity to experiment.

A spare-time school had been
set up after the cultural revolu-
tion, and Wu Hsiao-hsin and other
young people interested in scien-
tific experiments were sent there
to study. Wu studied especially
the fundamentals of growing rub-
ber trees, methods of stimulating
latex, and disease and pest control.
In 1973 he was promoted to vice-
leader of his latex-tapping squad.
In 1974 he was cited an advanced
worker of the farm.

Thinking of the past when work-
ers had no right to even ask
about scientific experiments, Wu
was excited to get the job of rais-
ing the output of the old seed-
grown trees. He thought of it as
consolidating the results of the
cultural revolution on the farm
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graduate Chu Kuo-yu (front) is now being made in groups.

and extending them. 1f he succeed-
ed in making seed-grown trees
produce an average of 3 kg., it
would mean a great increase of
rubber for the state,

But Wu was nervous and afraid
that as an advanced worker he
would lose face if he failed. His
squad leader Wu Ti encouraged
him. “You people are young and
have an education. You should find
new ways for us to increase output.
We old workers support you, Ex-
periment, and if you fail, try
again!” Party secretary Lin
brought him records of the experi-
ment which got him 3 kg. from a
single seed-grown tree.

Scaling the Heights

The crux of the experiment was
to make the trees produce more la-
tex without harming them. Lin
Ting-chun and some veteran work-
ers helped Wu work out his plan
for the experiment. Lin told him
that the tree he had experimented
with was still growing well
because he had applied sufficient
fertilizer and reduced the number
of cuts, making each one give more
latex.

Veteran workers with much ex-
perience told Wu how to protect
the trees and get more yield by
making cuts at different depths
according to their growth and the
weather, When it was hot and the
trees were thriving, they could
make deep cuts and get more latex.
On the contrary, in the cold rainy
season or when the trees were
flowering or fruiting, the cut

should be shallow. He conducted
his experiment on the knowledge
he had learned in the spare-time
school that ethrel hormone stimu-
lates the production of latex.
Meanwhile he also changed from
making tap cuts only on the lower
trunks to alternating them with
higher ones. This would protect
future yield.

The production team approved
Wu's measures for the experiment.
Before the time for tapping the
270 experimental trees, it sent
workers to apply a lot of fertilizer.

Experimental work was really a
test of Wu. He was not used to
making high cuts. He was not tall
and had to stand on tiptoe to see
a high tapping line. After making
270 high cuts in four hours he
could hardly lift his hand. Veteran
workers helped him master the
skill. Because more hormone had
been applied, more latex flowed
for a longer time. He had to
increase his daily rounds to collect
it all.

Wu began to feel tired and fed
up. Scientific measures, of course,
but without enthusiasm for the
revolution one cannot persist in
experimenting. One noon just
when he wanted to take a rest
after working from dawn, it
threatened to rain. He delayed a
while and then went out to get in
the last batch of latex. He found
Lin Ting-chun already there col-
lecting it for him. He was instantly
ashamed.

“The Party secretary didn’t criti-
cize me,” Wu Hsiao-hsin said,

CHINA RECONSTRUCTS



recalling the incident. “But his
selflessness made me think. Since
then, every time I have felt tired
or fed up, I think of China’s urgent
need of rubber. To be prepared
against the imperialists, we must
be self-sufficient in rubber, We're
working to mechanize the coun-
try’s agriculture by 1980 — but
without rubber no trucks and
tractors!”

After that incident, Wu doubled
his efforts. While others rested at
noon, he practiced cutting high
lines. He often went on collect-
ing latex after his comrades had
already gone to supper or went
out alone at night to collect it. His
trees and tapping pails were
always clean so as not to affect
the quality of the latex. Even
when he was ill he persisted in
observing the trees, making
analyses and keeping records.

He also helped a woman worker
nearby with her experiments to in-
crease yield. Before the end of the
harvest period, both his trees and
the woman’s yielded an average of
3 kg. of dry rubber per tree. Be-
cause they had applied scientific
tapping methods, few of their trees

became diseased or had the bark
die.

Many other young workers on
Hainan Island also achieved good
results in scientific experiments.
Four school graduates made bud-
grafted trees yield an average of
over 6 kg. on large areas. Others
discovered a way of using a needle
instead of the knife for tapping.

Experimental work made Wu
Hsiao-hsin even more determined
to be a latex tapper for the rest of
his life. “My ideal is to work
where the motherland needs me
most,” he said, “to do my work
well and make the best contribu-
tions I can. We've just begun our
scientific experiments. We have to
popularize our new methods and
improve them. There’s certainly
plenty to do!”

Integrated with the Masses

At the South China Academy of
Tropical Plants we met Chu Kuo-
yu, a school graduate from
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Kwangchow. He was one of the
young people who had made out-
standing achievements in their
ordinary work. He wore glasses
and was shy and taciturn. Guided
by the veteran workers on the
farm and tempered by the life
there, he had developed a deep
love for his work.

At Yangchiang farm in 1971 he
saw experimental workers walking
12 kilometers a day to bring latex
to a rubber plant for drying, then
taking it to a laboratory to test
for rubber content. He made up
his mind to change this situation
by making an instrument which
could test the content on the spot.
He tried using direct and then
alternating current. He did not
succeed. “The weighing method is
used all over the world,” some
people sneered. “How can a young-
ster like you find a new way?”
Chu Kuo-yu paid no attention.

Watching a film one evening, he
got an idea. When the sound track
with varying degrees of darkness
passes the photoelectric cell, it
causes varying electric currents
which are converted into different
volumes of sound. He applied this
principle to his experiments, using
the different electric currents
generated in the photocell by light
passing through the latex to deter-
mine its rubber content. Veteran
workers and projectionists helped
him. After 160 experiments he
made a successful portable photo-
electric testing apparatus. It elimi-
nated the need to dry the latex
before weighing it. Testing time
was shortened from a day to only
two minutes. Testing on the spot
expanded the number of experi-
ments they could do.

Later Chu Kuo-yu was sent to
the South China Academy of
Tropical Plants to do research on
similar scientific equipment. He
continues to go back to the farm
to work, and to make and popu-
larize new equipment. At the
academy he modified his photo-
electric testing device to diagnose
nutritional deficiencies in rubber
trees and determine soil con-
tent. When praised for this, he
said, “The workers on the farms
are the main force in scientific ex-

periments. They have practical
experience and care most about
our country’s rubber production,
Without them, I would be like a
fish out of water.”

Last spring Chu Kuo-yu and 42
other young people wrote a letter
to Chairman Mao on behalf of all
the school graduates working on
the farms on Hainan Island. In
the letter they criticized Teng
Hsiao-ping’s insistence that the

Big-character hnsters criticiz_ing
Teng Hsiao-ping’s revisionist line.

best middle school graduates be
sent directly to college. This, they
said, was just a new version of
Liu Shao-chi’s “study to be of-
ficials” and Lin Piao’s ‘“forced
labor in disguise”. Teng’s inten-
tion was to stop school graduates
from going to the countryside.
They wrote: “Teng Hsiao-ping
wants to turn us back onto the road
of divorcing ourselves from pro-
letarian politics, productive labor
and the workers and peasants. He
wants to train us into a bourgeois
intellectual elite which would
work to restore capitalism. We will
fight this!””? The Iletter told
Chairman Mao that the young
people on Hainan Island would
strike root on the farms and
always integrate with the workers
and peasants.
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Workers, Peasants and Soldiers Criticize

Teng Hsiao-ping’s Revisionist Line

China’s struggle to criticize Teng Hsiao-ping's counter-revolutionary revisionist line and beat back the Right
deviationist attempt to reverse correct verdicts is being brought to a new high. The Chinese people, led by the
Party Central Committee headed by Chairman Mao, are thoroughly repudiating Teng Hsiao-ping's crimes in at-

tempting to subvert the dictatorship of the proletariat and restore capitalism.

They have deepened the criticism

of his revisionist absurdities ideologically and theoretically, and exposed his reactionary nature in betraying

Marxism.

Below are three articles by workers, peasants and soldiers.

— Editor

Never Discard Class Struggle

by the Party branch of the Tachai production brigade

TENG HSIAO-PING always ad-
vocated the theory that the
class struggle is dying out. As
early as in 1957 shortly after the
basic completion of the socialist
transformation of the ownership of
the means of production, he follow-
ed Liu Shao-chi in preaching that
“classes have been basically elim-
inated and we should not stress
class struggle”.

Not long after he resumed work,
Teng Hsiao-ping used an eclectic
sleight of hand to come up with the
program of “taking the three direc-
tives as the key link”. This is a
deliberate distortion of Chairman
Mao’s instructions. By putting
three directives — on studying the
theory of the dictatorship of the
proletariat and combating and pre-
venting revisionism, on stability
and unity, and on pushing the na-
tional economy forward — on a par,
he was confusing the primary with
the secondary and wusing the
secondary to replace the primary.
His real aim was to negate taking
class struggle as the key link and
to tamper with the Party’s basic
line. He even openly attacked
Chairman Mao’s instructions, say-
ing, “How can we remind ourselves
of class struggle every day?” This
fully exposed his reactionary es-
sence in betraying Marxism,

While criticizing the Right devia-
tionist wind, Chairman Mao said,
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“In 1949 it was pointed out that
the principal contradiction within
the country was one between the
proletariat and the bourgeoisie.
Thirteen years later the question of
class struggle was reiterated, and
mention was also made of the fact
that the situation began to turn for
the better. What is the Great Cul-
tural Revolution for? To wage class
struggle. Liu Shao-chi advocated
the theory of the dying out of class
struggle, but he himself never ceas-
ed to wage class struggle. He
wanted to protect his. bunch of ren-
egades and sworn followers. Lin
Piao wanted to overthrow the pro-
letariat and attempted a coup. Did
class struggle die out?”

What Chairman Mao said is an
irrefutable truth expressing what
we poor and lower-middle peasants
wanted to say. Teng Hsiao-ping
preached the dying out of class
struggle. Has it really died out?
Absolutely not. Take our Tachai for
example. It's not necessary to men-
tion the sharp struggle against
landlords and rich peasants before
the land reform movement. Just
look at the years after the move-
ment for agricultural cooperation.
Not a year, a month or a day passed
without struggle between the pro-
letariat and the bourgeoisie. Every
achievement was gained in great
upheavals of class struggle.

Since the basic completion of the
socialist transformation of the
ownership of the means of produc-
tion, we have achieved one success
after another in continuing the rev-
olution and bringing about great
changes in ideology, production and
farmland construction. Why were
we able to do all this? Fundamen-
tally because we firmly followed
Chairman Mao’s proletarian revolu-
tionary line, took class struggle as
the key link in combating revi-
sionism and capitalism, and oppos-
ed and rejected the interference
and sabotage of the revisionist line
pushed by Liu Shao-chi, Lin Piao
and Teng Hsiao-ping.

The class struggle of this period
has really been soul-stirring. In
1957, right after Teng Hsiao-ping
proclaimed that “we should not
stress class struggle”, the bour-
geois Rightists launched their wild
attack on the Party and socialism.
In Tachai too landlords, rich peas-
ants, counter-revolutionaries and
bad elements popped up to join the
Rightists in opposing the Party
leadership and the movement for
agricultural cooperation. They at-
tempted to turn back along the
capitalist road. But we adhered to
Chairman Mao's revolutionary line
and, after a tit-for-tat struggle,
smashed these class enemies’ at-
tacks. The peasants’ enthusiasm
for socialism was further aroused
by revolution. They picked up
speed in striding along the so-
cialist road.

From 1960 to 1962 China met
with temporary economic difficul-
ties arising from three successive

CHINA RECONSTRUCTS
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Members and cadres of the Tachai production

brigade denounce Teng Hsiao-ping’s crimes.

years of natural disasters and the
scrapping of contracts and with-
drawal of experts by the Soviet
revisionist renegade clique. Taking
this as an opportunity to restore
capitalism in the countryside, Teng
Hsiao-ping in tune with Liu Shao-
chi and Lin Piao shouted himself
hoarse that agriculture should
practice “the fixing of farm output
quotas on individual households
with each on its own” and he said
that “it doesn’t matter whether a
cat is white or black, it’s a good
cat so long as it catches mice”.

Consequently an evil wind was
stirred up — the san zi yi bao.* But
we didn’t waver. We led the
masses in adhering to the socialist
road and stood up to this evil
capitalist wind. Relying on our-

*The extension of plots for private use,
the opening of free markets in cities and
villages, the increase of small enterprises
with sole responsibility for their own
profit or loss, the fixing of farm output
quotas on individual households with each
on its own.
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selves and working hard, we con-
solidated and developed our social-
ist collective economy.

The Great Proletarian Cultural
Revolution is a great political rev-
olution carried out by the pro-
letariat against the bourgeoisie and
all other exploiting classes.
Through struggle the two bour-
geois headquarters headed by Liu
Shao-chi and Lin Piao were smash-
ed, their counter-revolutionary re-
visionist line deeply criticized. We
won 'a great victory. But class
struggle has not died out. Bearing
in mind our great leader Chairman
Mao’s instruction, “Never forget
classes and class struggle”, we con-
tinued to take class struggle as the
key link after the Tenth Party
Congress and persevered in con-
tinuing the revolution under the
dictatorship of the proletariat. We
waged a struggle against restora-
tion politically, against corruption
ideologically and against encroach-
ment economically. From the

struggle we discovered that even
though ours is an advanced unit, in
the brigade there is still class
struggle, people taking the capital-
ist road and, among our Party
members, some representing the
interests of the bourgeoisie. Only
by keeping a firm grasp on class
struggle can we continue to march
forward.

Experience in class struggle tells
us clearly that our socialist society
is not “a jewelled palace in elfland’s
hills” but a society with classes,
class contradictions and class
struggle. The countryside after
collectivization is not one without
classes in which everything belongs
to the public. A life-and-death
struggle exists everywhere be-
tween the socialist road and the
capitalist road. With his program
of “taking the three directives as
the key link”, Teng Hsiao-ping
placed the “four modernizations”
(modernization of agriculture, in-
dustry, national defense and
science and technology) above all
other work. His intention was to
write off taking class struggle as
the key link so as to bind us hand
and foot and restore capitalism
without hindrance.

Our great leader Chairman Mao
pointed out, “With the socialist
revolution they themselves come
under fire. At the time of the
cooperative  transformation  of
agriculture there were people in
the Party who opposed it, and
when it comes to criticizing bour-
geois right, they resent it. You are
making the socialist revolution,
and yet don’t know where the
bourgeoisie is. It is right in the
Communist  Party — those in
power taking the capitalist road.

" The capitalist roaders are still on

the capitalist road.” Criticizing
Teng Hsiao-ping, Chairman Mao
further pointed out, ‘“He knows
nothing of Marxism-Leninism; he
represents the bourgeoisie.”

These instructions thoroughly
analyzed the laws governing class
struggle in the historical period of
socialism and exposed Teng’s reac-
tionary bourgeois nature. Every-
thing tends to divide into two.
“Qutside any party there are other
parties, inside it, there are group-
ings; this has always been so.”
Within the Communist Party there
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