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HE No. 28 Middle School in the
northeastern industrial city of
Shenyang has 36 classes,* but when
I arrived on a visit only 14 of them
were in the school. The others had
gone to what they call their “big
classrooms” — factories, communes
outside the city and the People’s
Liberation Army (PLA) units.

For six years now this middle
school has been experimenting
with a new educational system —
“open-door” schooling. This new
system follows Chairman Mao’s
revolutionary line, fraining and
tempering students by placing
them in the midst of social prac-
tice. It is a strong repudiation of
the revisionist line in education
based on the idealism and contempt
for the working people expressed
in such sayings as “born with
knowledge” and “he who excels in
learning can be an official” spread
by Confucius in ancient times and
Liu Shao-chi- and Lin Piao in
modern times.

Why ‘Open-door’?

A leading member of the school’s
revolutionary committee described

* Primary school in Shenyang is from the
1st to the 5th grades; middle school from
the 6th to the 9th.
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the tremendous changes the new
system has brought.

Before the cultural revolution
began in 1966, No. 28, like many
schools throughout the country,
was basically ruled by the revi-
sionist line in education pushed by
Liu Shao-chi — a system based on
books, classroom lectures and
teacher authority, isolated from
proletarian politics, the workers,
peasants and soldiers, and from
actual production.

Back in 1957 Chairman Mao
pointed out that “our educational
policy must enable everyone who
receives an education to develop
morally, intellectually and physi-
cally and become a worker with
both socialist consciousness and
culture”, He also insisted that
“education must serve proletarian
politics and be combined with pro-
ductive labor”,

Following these principles, No.
28 Middle School began some re-
forms in 1958. It set up a few
small factories for students to prac-
tice working in and also sent them
to the countryside to help during
the busy seasons.

However, as in other schools in
China, education was basically
under revisionist control. Thus,
these new activities were soon
stopped by the revisionist line
on the pretext that they “dis-
rupted the normal procedures of
education”. The students were
again in an ivory tower, separated
from reality behind closed doors,
reading books, pushing for high
marks and driving to become fa-
mous experts above the masses.

This was just another edition of
Confucius’ reactionary idea that
“he who excels in learning can be
an official”’. This kind of educa-
tional system not only lures stu-
dents away from political struggle
and teaches them to despise manual
work, but gives them a great
amount of homework. In No. 28,
the burden broke the health of
some and they had to leave school.

Liu Shao-chi’s reactionary edu-

cational line served those who were
attempting a capitalist restoration
in China. The cultural revolution
broke this line and gave a new
birth to the school. After Chair-
man Mao’s call, “The working class
must exercise leadership in every-
thing”, a “Mao Tsetung Thought
Propaganda Team” of workers
from a Shenyang ceramics factory
entered the school in 1968 to put
it into effect. They helped set up
a new leading group — the revolu-
tionary committee — and led the
revolution in education.

Like schools all over the coun-
try, No. 28 adopted ‘“‘open-door”
schooling, a fundamental measure
which put education back on the
correct orientation and made it pos-
sible to train “workers with both
socialist consciousness and cul-
ture”. With the doors of the school
flung wide open, the students’
divorce from proletarian politics,
the people and production was
ended. The small classroom of the
school was integrated with the “big
classroom” of society so that book
learning became closely related to
the actual class struggle, produc-
tionn and scientific experiment in
society. Teachers and students
came into contact with the workers,
peasants and soldiers. e

How the Doors Were Opened

“For our school this was no
ordinary reform but a very diffi-
cult revolution,” the leading com-
rade said thoughtfully. “You see,
we had to abolish the old system
altogether, but what should we set
up in its place? We had no model.
Follow Chairman Mao’s directives
and cut a new path of our own,
was our conclusion.”

Under the Communist Party’s
guidance, the workers’ team led
the teachers and students in over-
coming the obstacles and difficul-
ties with a pioneering spirit and
made progress in the direction
pointed out by Chairman Mao’s
educational line.
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On the principle of diligence and
thrift, they set up three small fac-
tories for making electric motors,
electronic equipment and doing
electroplating. These became class-
rooms for physics and chemistry
lessons. (Today these factories
make up-to-standard products for
the state. In 1973 they turned out
910 three-kilowatt electric motors,
640 low-voltage power-supply
units, 2,000 silicon diodes and 12
tons of electroplated parts.)

On part of the school grounds
they opened up an agricultural ex-
perimental plot and outside the
city set up a 2.7-hectare farm.
Teachers and students work
together on various crops according
to the needs of their agricultural
lessons.

In addition to its own factories
and farm, the school made agree-
ments with 14 outside factories
(producing such things as house-
hold ceramics, miniature electric
motors, explosion-proof electric
motors and electrical supplies),
four agricultural brigades, three
state farms (stock-raising, fruit-
growing, forestry and fresh-water
products) and three PLA com-
panies. These became permanent
“big classrooms”. Students study
seven months in school classrooms
and three months in society’s ‘“big
classrooms”.

This not only added classrooms
but increased the number of teach-
ers and raised the quality of teach-
ing. Originally there were 112
teachers. Now there are an addi-
tional 53 part-time teachers from
among workers, peasants and sol-
diers. The full and part-time teach-
ers draw up a teaching plan
together at the beginning of every
term and decide on what parts of
school subjects will be taught and
practiced in the “big classrooms”.
Methods, time, place and teachers
are set. Since the plans match
teaching material with actual pro-
duction in factory and farm, the
content of the students’ studies is
greatly enlarged.
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A student makes an assembly for a miniature
motor with the help of a worker in the factory.

The students are not the only
ones to benefit. The contact with

- the workers, peasants and soldiers

and with actual productive work
is also promoting profound changes
in the teachers. The resulting
change in their ideology has help-
ed them raise the quality of their
teaching. As one put it, “ ‘Open-
door’ schooling is a fine chance to
remold our thinking with the help

of workers, peasants and soldiers
and to learn more vocationally.”

Theory with Practice

The three factories in the school
itself are small but adequately
equipped. The machines are not
very modern but the students and
teachers are proud of them because

they made them themselves with
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you still need to go to factories and
farms outside the school?’

1 found the answer by visiting
the factories and commune pro-
duction brigades with which the
school has regular agreements.

One of these is the Pitai brigade
in the Forward commune 10 kilo-
meters north of the city, an ad-
vanced brigade of 300 people and
45 hectares of land, whose grain
production is rising yearly. Fifty
eighth-grade students and their
homeroom teacher were doing a
month of agricultural study.

It is good training for city teen-
agers to hike out to the countryside
with bed rolls on their backs to
live and work with the poor and
lower-middle peasants,* prepare
their own meals and do their own
chores. And the commune is a
good classroom for expanding
knowledge learned in school. But
the more important fact is that
these students are now actually
living with the peasants who make
up 80 percent of China’s popula-
tion, working with them to build
a socialist countryside, taking part
in their class struggle and joining
them in pushing the revolution
forward. In short, they are learn-
ing the revolutionary thinking and
other good qualities of the poor
and lower-middle peasants —
something they cannot learn inside
their school.

The truths of revolution learned
in textbooks are now the reality
around them. This reality is ab-
sorbed by working with the peas-
ants, struggling with them against
attempts by class enemies to sabo-
tage production and criticizing
such reactionary thinking as the
contempt for manual work and the
working people which Lin Piao
copied from Confucius and spread.
Revolutionary thinking, habits and
attitudes are essential for those
who will carry on the revolution-
ary cause of the proletariat.

Working in the fields also makes
great changes in the students’
studies. In political class a brigade
leader described the struggle be-
tween the proletarian and the

= «Poor and lower-middle peasants” is a
political term denoting class status and not
present economic status. In class struggle
the poor and lower-middle peasants are
the most reliable allies of the proletariat.
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bourgeois lines in his brigade. In
composition class the students were
asked to investigate and write up
the history of the village and its
families. In mathematics the lesson
on accounting was given by the
brigade’s accountant. He didn’t
just show how to make accounts,
he emphasized how important it
is to learn accounting in order to
keep the commune’s finances firm-
ly in the hands of its members, a
vital factor in consolidating and
developing the socialist collective
economy. (At the time of libera-
tion practically all those who were
educated enough to do accounts
came from the exploiting class.)

The agricultural lessons were

even more varied. Experienced
peasants, agricultural technicians,
electricians and tractor drivers
were ready teachers. Combining
their lessons with actual farming
problems made the lessons lively
and concrete. They left a deep im-
pression because the students could
put what they had just learned
directly into practice.

In the outside factories associat-
ed with the school, the workers,
like the peasants, feel that their
first duty toward the students is to
help train them to become revolu-
tionaries. One of these, a factory
making miniature electric motors,
has had an agreement with the
school since 1970. It has set up
a “revolution-in-education” group,
led by factory leaders. This group
organizes the students’ program.
As soon as the students arrive
workers are assigned to guide their
political, technical and daily life.

The workers are first of all con-
cerned about the students ideo-
logically. It has become a tradi-
tion in the factory that to train the
young people to carry on the
revolution one must start them
with a correct attitude toward
work. Once when a group of stu-
dents came, those assigned to the
lathe shop and fitters’ shop were
happy, while those who were
assigned to the assembling shop
and foundry felt their jobs heavy
and boring and became dishearten-
ed. Some even asked to be trans-
ferred to another shop. One day
after work Comrade Wang of the
lathe shop, a veteran worker and
Communist Party member, called

A  student winds a coil in
the school-run power-supply shop.

the students to his lathe. Pointing
to the aluminum motor housing in
the chuck, he asked, “How was this
made?”

A student in the foundry an-
swered, “We cast it in our shop.”

Wang then turned the housing
on his lathe, and asked, “How is
this housing going to be fitted onto
the motor?”

“It has to be assembled in our
shop,” a student from the assem-
bling shop replied.

With a broad smile Wang con-
cluded, “So it seems that a lathe
worker cannot produce a motor by
himself!” From the structure of a
motor Wang went on to describe
the division of labor in a factory,
pointing out, “Why should we be
choosey? No matter what kind of
work we do in this factory, it’s all
for the same revolutionary cause.”

Wang’s talk was a profound
lesson for the students. It became
a tradition which initiated every
new group of students to the work
of the factory so that from the
very beginning they would have a
working-class attitude toward their
job and the collective. What had
to be learned first was not technical
know-how but the stand of the
working class and its outlook on
the world.

In the ‘Small Classrooms’

How have the lessons in the
school classrooms, whers students
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spend seven months a year, chang-
ed? I satin on a Chinese language
class of the 7th grade. They were
studying Chairman Mao’s article,
“Where Do Correct Ideas Come
From?”

Before class the young woman
teacher told me that in the past
she conducted such a lesson mainly
by explaining the background, cen-
tral theme, special characteristics,
grammar and structure of the
article. Her only source of con-
crete examples was her own limit-
ed experience or the newspapers.
The students, who were always in
the classrooms, deep in books or
listening to teachers talking, nat-
urally had even less experience in
life to relate to the article. So
their understanding of it was
shallow.

“It’s different now,” she said.
“We study the article in four
sessions. A few days ago a talk
at the first session was given by
Comrade Sui, a model textile
worker and part-time teacher here.
With vivid accounts of how the
workers in his plant made technical
innovations and continually raised
the quality of dyeing and printing,
he showed the truth of Chairman
Mao’s words that correct ideas
‘come from social practice, and
from it alone. ... Once the cor-
rect ideas characteristic of the
advanced class are grasped by the
masses, these ideas turn into a
material force which changes
society and changes the world.’
The students were so interested
they didn’t want to leave the class-
room when it was over. Today

we're going to have our second
session.”

In class the teacher introduced
the social background and his-
torical significance of the article
and its practical significance today.
She pointed out its clear logic and
tight construction. Then she raised
the question: “Why do we say
correct ideas come only from social
practice ?”? ;

The classroom became very
lively, with students speaking from
their own experience out in the
“big classrooms” of society.

One boy said, “Class struggle is
protracted, complicated and some-
times very sharp. I came across
this view many times in studying
Chairman Mao’s works. During
the cultural revolution it was also
impressed on me, but it became
especially concrete and close to me
when I went to the Pitai brigade
to work. There was a former land-
lord there who had been under
supervision for a long time. He
was old but not at all resigned to
his overthrow and was still think-
ing how he could recover his lost
paradise. While we and the bri-
gade members were criticizing the
reactionary thinking of Lin Piao
and Confucius and their attempts
at restoring the old order, he was
resisting by spreading feudal ideas
and superstition. So I saw with
my own eyes that class struggle is
really acute.”

A girl added, “What we learned
in the factory shows that knowl-
edge only comes from practice. In
physices class we studied electric

motors and understood some of the
theory, but we didn’t really under-
stand it until we helped make such
a motor with the workers. Re-
cently the factory put out some
motors of even higher standards.
Each one was produced only after
the workers had made many ex-
periments. There’s no such thing
as Confucius’ ‘born with knowl-
edge’ or Lin Piao’s ‘born geniuses’
—that’s only rubbish to fool the
people with!”

Another girl said, “Once when
some PLA soldiers were leading us
in a military drill. . . .”

One after another the students
spoke up, talking from all the depth
and variety of life, connecting the
school’s small classrooms with the
“big classrooms” of society.

As I walked out of the classroom
with the students, two things Lenin
said about education came into my

-mind:

“We could not believe in teach-

‘ing, training and education if they

were restricted only to the school-
room and divorced from the
ferment of life.”

“An ideal future society cannot
be conceived without the combina-
tion of education with the produc-
tive labor of the younger genera-
tion: neither training and education
without productive labor, nor pro-
ductive labor without parallel
training and education could be
raised to the degree required by
the present level of technology and
the state of scientific knowledge.”

CHINA RECONSTRUCTS








































































































































