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A Vicious Motive, Despic

"— A criticism of M. Antonioni’s anti-China

SINCE the day the five-star red flag was hoisted

over Tien An Men Square and the birth of New
China was proclaimed, different political forces in the
world have assumed different attitudes towards the
earth-shaking social changes in China and the tremen-
dous achievements of her socialist construction. Hun-
dreds of millions of revolutionary people and friends
all over the world have voiced admiration and sym-
pathy whereas a handful of reactionary forces are
filled with great terror and deep hatred. This is
what all great revolutions, whether in China or other
lands, in ancient times or today, invariably meet. The
anti-China film China by the Italian director M. An-
tonioni, which started showing in some Western coun-
tries last year, reflects the attitude of the tiny hand-
ful of imperialists and social-imperialists in the
present-day world who have inveterate hatred for
New China. The appearance of this film is a serious
anti-China event and a wild provocation against the.
Chinese people.

Antonioni came to China as our guest in the
spring of 1972. With his camera, he visited Peking,
Shanghai; Nanking, Soochow and Linhsien County.
However, his purpose in making the visit was not to
increase his understanding of China, still less promote
the friendship between the people of China and Italy.
Hostile towards the Chinese people, he used the op-
portunity of his visit for ulterior purposes; by under-
hand and utterly despicable means he hunted specifi-
cally for material that could be used to slander and
attack China. His three-and-half-hour-long film does
not at all reflect the new things, new spirit and new
face of our great motherland, but puts together many
viciously distorted scenes and shots to attack Chinese
leaders, smear socialist New .China, slander China’s
Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution and insult the
Chinese people. Any Chinese with a modicum of na-
tional pride cannot but be greatly angered on seeing
this film. Tolerating such a film and permitting it
to deceive people in various places would be tanta--
mount to legitimization of reactionary propaganda
that wilfully insults the Chinese people and capitula-
tion to anti-China provocations by the international
reactionaries. W
cize this film’s counter-revolutionary nature in reply
to this challenge hurled at the Chinese people by the
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international reactionaries. This is a serious struggle
on the ideological and political front that merits great
attention,

I

In the narration, the film says that it does not
“pretend to explain China’” but only wants to “start to
observe this great repertoire of faces, gestures and
habits” in China. This is a downright fraud. Every
scene in the “documentary” makes its own explana-
tion. These are scurrilous political explanations which
use reactionary artistry to slander and smear China;
they are outright reckless political attacks on China,
on communism and on revolution.

It seems quite natural that Tien An Men Square
is shown as the film begins. In fact, this is designed
to serve the reactionary theme of the ‘documen-
tary.” The narrator says: “Peking is the political and
revolutionary centre of China,” “the People’s Republic
was proclaimed here,” ““and here passed the waves of
Red Guards marching for the Cultural Revolution.” -
Then, the film leads the spectators “away from the
Square” to “observe” China, supposedly to see what
the Chinese revolution has brought the Chinese peo-
ple. A series of reactionary scenes follow, distorting
New China beyond recognition. This structure and
composition of the film is designed solely for the
purpose of concentrating its attack on the revolution
led by the Communist Party of China. And here lies
the nub of this film — reviling the revolution, negating
it and opposing it.

This reactionary film completely ignores and
totally negates the tremendous achievements China
has made on all fronts of socialist construction. It
wants people to believe that today’s socialist New
China is not much different from the semi-feudal,
semi-colonial old China of the past.

Antonioni presents Shanghai as “an industrialized
city,” only to sling mud at China’s socialist industry.
Shutting his eyes to the large numbers of big modern
enterprises there, the director concentrated on assem-
bling unconnected scenes of poorly equipped hand-
operated enterprises, There are, in fact, shipyards that
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able Tricks

film ““China”

H

“Renmin Ribao” (People’s Daily) Commentator

build 10,000-ton vessels by the Whangpoo River, and
Chinese-made ocean-going ships that berth in Shang-
hai. However, before Antonioni’s camera, all the
freighters on the river are from abroad and China has
only small junks, Taking an outright imperialist stand,
the director asserts that Shanghai’s industry “was not
born today” and “as a city, Shanghai was literally
built by foreign capital in the last century.” “The
industries” built after liberation, he declares, “are
often little better than big handicraft canopies built
in a hurry.” He says that “the biggest oil refinery in
the city is a poor factory practically built with dis-
carded material.” Isn’t that a brazen boast of the
“meritorious service” of imperialist aggression against
China in the 19th century and an effort to belittle the
great achievements of the Chinese people in develop-
ing industry by self-reliance? The director also used
very despicable means. to take shots that distort the
working people. His vicious implication is that if
Shanghai, China’s' major industrial city, is like this,
imagine other areas! '

Antonioni presents Linhsien County as “China’s
first socialist mountain,” while he actually aims to
sling mud at China’s socialist countryside. The
Red Flag Canal, known in China and abroad, is
shown casually in passing and the film presents
neither the magnificence of this ‘“man-made
river” nor the prosperity in the county following the
transformation of its mountains and rivers. Instead,
there is a boring succession of shots of fragmented
plots, lonely old people, exhausted draught animals
and dilapidated houses. . . . With great pains he tries
to evoke ‘“the poverty of the peasants” in Linhsien
County, describing a mountain village as an ‘“aban-
doned desolate place” and slandering the village
school there. Antonioni says maliciously that “it
would be naive if we think we have discovered a rural
‘paradise’ ”” in present-day China. Is this not a sheer
slander of the Chinese countryside, more than 20
years after liberation, as a hell on earth?

The film vilifies China’s socialist construction in

a variety of ways, from municipal construction to the -

people’s life, from culture and education to physical
culture and sports, from medicine and health to family
planning, sparing not even the kindergartens.
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In total disregard of the tremendous changes that
have taken place in China’s cities, the film plays up-
Peking as “still an ancient city” with “very simple
and poor” housing and “urbanization discouraged.”
It describes Soochow as “little different from what it
was at the time of its distant origin,” while the changes
in Shanghai are given as no more than the old houses
in the concessions built by “Western economic em-
pire” having been turned into “public offices today.”

The film resorts to all manner of trickery to deny
the fact that the life of the Chinese people has marked-
ly improved. It says that “the inhabitants of Peking
look poor, but not miserable.” The director is lenient
indeed not to call the Chinese people miserable. But
his real intention is to mock their “poverty.” Did he
not work hard in cities and countryside to catch shots
to describe people as “poorly dressed” and “doing
hard labour,” in order to spread the false impression
that one could meet “poor people” everywhere in
China? He did all this in the manner of an imperialist

-overlord!

Antonioni describes post-liberation China as
pitch-dark, and tries to show that nothing is in good
order and everything is wrong. His purpose is to
make the audience draw the reactionary conclusion
that China should not have made revolution. He at-
tacks the people’s communes, saying that they have
gone through “disillusionment.” He spreads the lie
that the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution has
“thrown the system of production into confusion,” and
that it has spared “few” of the cultural relics left over
from the past. He even goes so far as to make use of
a shot of people doing the traditional fai chi chuan
(shadow boxing) and lies that “the new leaders” of
China “wanted to abolish” such “ancient tradition.” In
a word, in the eyes of this reactionary Antonioni,
China’s socialist system is no good, China’s revolution
is a mess, and the only way out is to go back and
restore the old order. This shows the true counter-
revolutionary features of Antonioni who poses as a
“Leftist.” -

I

In the film, Antonioni intolerably misrepresents
the Chinese people and their mental outlook in order
to malign the Chinese revolution and attack China’s
socialist system. He tries to create the false impres-
sion that the Chinese revolution has neither changed
the status of the Chinese people nor emancipated their
minds, and that the Chinese people have no enthu-
siasm for their socialist system.

The whole world knows that tremendous changes
have taken place in the mental outlook of the liberated
Chinese people. “Do the Chinese working people
still retain any of their past slavish features? None

.at all; they have become the masters.” In our country,
‘“never before have the masses of the people been so

inspired, so militant and so daring as at present.”
But Antonioni describes the Chinese people as a
mass of human beings who are stupid, ignorant and
isolated from the world, who knit their brows in de-
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spair, are listless, unhygienic, love to eat and drink
and enjoy themselves, and muddle along without any
aim. In order to defame the Chinese people, he rack-
ed his brains to present in a grotesque way various
expressions of people sitting in tea-houses and res-
taurants, pulling carts and strolling in the streets. He
did not even stop at an old woman’s bound feet.
Moreover, he disgustingly filmed people blowing their
noses and going to the latrine. In Linhsien County, he
went uninvited into a mountain village and directed
his camera at the villagers. When the villagers object-
ed, he slanders them by alleging that they were
“frightened” and “often petrified and motionless.”
With “European arrogance,” Antonioni deliberately
sullies the Chinese people. This is a great insult to
the Chinese people who have stood up!

More spiteful is Antonioni’s use of devious speech
and insinuations to suggest to the audience that the
Chinese people are hard pressed and have no ease of
mind and are dissatisfied with their life. In the scene
of the tea-house in" Shanghai’s Chenghuangmiao, he
inserts . an ill-intentioned narration: “It is a strange
atmosphere,” “thinking of the past, but loyal to the
present.” He uses the phrase “loyal to the present”
in a negative sense. Actually he is implying that the
Chinese people are forced to support the new society
but do not do so sincerely or honestly. Does not An-
tonioni again and again suggest the Chinese people
are not free? He openly ridicules the workers’ discus-
sions as “repetitive and monotonous” and “not a true
discussion.” He slanders Chinese children, who sing
“political” songs praising Chairman Mao and the Com-
munist Party, as doing something incompatible with
their innocence and attractiveness, and so are not
doing it of their own will. He smears the people as
being “reserved” so that “their sentiments and
pain are almost invisible.” To him, the' Chinese_
people are not satisfied with their life and”
have tremendous “pain” but dare not express it. What
nonsense! In our socialist country of the dictatorship
of the proletamat the people are the masters, the
political situation is lively and vivid, the masses enjoy
real democracy and have boundless ease of mind. An-
tonioni’s attempts to seize opportunities to fan up
dissatisfaction among the Chinese people towards New
China and the socialist system are futile. Those who
do feel “pain” are the handful of reactionaries who
vainly attempt to restore the dictatorship of the land-
lords and comprador-capitalists in China. Saying the
Chinese people ‘“think of the past” is even more sland-
erous. Who are “thinking of the past”? The Chinese
people deeply hate the “past” when demons and mon-
sters swept in a swirling dance for hundreds of years.
It is only the imperialists and their agents in China
who constantly yearn for their lost “paradise” and
dream day and night of turning China back to a semi-
feudal and semi-colonial state. But the wheel of
history cannot be turned back, and anyone WhO at-
tempts to do so is bound to be crushed.

m

The techniques used by Antonioni in making the
film are also extremely reactionary and despicable.

. it of all grandeur.
. used to photograph crowds in the Square; there are

With regard to what scenes to select or-discard
and how to handle them, he took few or none at all
of the good, new and progressive scenes,’or took some
of them as a gesture at the time he was shooting but
finally cut them out. On the other hand, he grabbed
inferior, old and backward scenes and took as many
and as detailed shots of them as possible. Not a single
new lathe, tractor, decent looking school con-
struction site seethmg with activity, or scene of rich
harvest . . .isseen in the film. But he took full shots
and close-ups of what he considered as useful for
slandering China and the Chinese people and did not
think them tediously long. In photographing the
Yangtze River Bridge at Nanking, the camera was in-
tentionally turned on this magnificent modern bridge
from very bad angles in order to make it appear
crooked and tottering. A shot of trousers hanging on
a line to dry below the bridge is inserted as a mockery
of the scene. The film gives a still more disgusting
presentation of Tien An Men Square. It does not
show the panorama of this grand, magnificent Square
but takes shots of the Tien An Men Gate, which the
Chinese people ardently love, in such a way as to strip
On the other hand, a lot of film is

sometimes long-shots, sometimes close-ups, sometimes
from the front and sometimes from behind, at one
moment throngs of heads and at another legs and feet
moving helter-skelter. These shots are intended to
make Tien An Men Square look like a boisterous
market-place. Is this not aimed at defaming our great
motherland?

In so far as editing is concerned, the film seems
to be a jumble of desultory shots pieced together at
random, but in fact all are arranged for a vicious pur-
pose. For instance, the director presents the clay
sculptures shown in the exhibition hall at the Under-
ground Palace in the Ming Tombs depicting how the
working people were oppressed and how they fought
in resistance during the Ming Dynasty, accompanied
by narrations about the peasants’ suffering at that
time. This is followed first by a shot of a group of
young students with shovels going to the fields to
work, and then by a scene in the China-Albanian
Friendship People’s Commune in which a woman
commune member is wiping the sweat off her brow,
all intended to show that “life in the fields means
daily hard labour” and to assert that China’s coun-
tryside is no “paradise.” The director obviously uses
these scenes to suggest that the condition of Chinese
peasants today is little better than it was in feudal
society several hundred years ago.

The use of light and colour in the film is likewise
with malicious intent. It is shot mainly in, a grey,
dim light and chilling tones. The Whangpdo River
appears as if enveloped in smog. Streets in Peking
are done in a dreary monotone. Mountain villages in
Linhsien County are hidden in dark shadows. All in
all, there are many scenes which give the audience a
forlorn, gloomy, melancholy and sombre impression.
More venomous is the musical accompaniment. The
director did not shoot a single scene of China’s model
revolutionary theatrical works, but unscrupulously
ridiculed. arias from these theatrical works. The aria
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“Hold up your head, stick out your chest” sung by
Chiang Shui-ying in the Song of the Dragon River is
used in the film to accompany the scene of a pig

' shakmg its head. This was pure concoction because
in fact no such music was being played when the
scene was shot, the organization concerned has point-
ed out. This is a deliberate slander against:China’s
model revolutionary theatrical works and an attack on
China’s revolution in art and literature. It is deadly
venom to the core!

!

That Antonioni is hostile to the Chinese people
can also be proved by the way he shot his scenes in
-China. He openly boasts in the film’s narration of
how he took sneak shots of many scenes in the film
like a spy. He brags about how he “filmed a Chinese
warship in the Whangpoo secretly by evading the
restriction’ and how he kept the “cinecamera hidden”
to “catch unawares the daily reality” in Peking’s
Wangfuching Street. He complains that “it was diffi-
cult to move with a cinecamera” in Chienmen Street.
Difficult for whom? It is difficult for a thief. He even

asked people to fake a fist-fight scene at the China- -

Albanian Friendship People’s Commune in Peking so
that he could shoot the scene to slander the Chinese
people. On another occasion he asked people to
- change their clothes to suit his purpose, otherwise he
would not photograph them. His trickery in taking
sneak shots, forcibly taking :shots against people’s
wishes and fabricating scenes is in itself grave con-
tempt and disrespect towards the Chinese people.

v

The appearance of this anti-China film on
the international screen is certainly not an ac-
cidental, isolated occurrence. It has an international
background.

Our situation at home and abroad has kept im-
proving in recent years. Chairman Mao’s revolution-
ary line in foreign affairs has achieved new and bigger
victories. China’s international prestige is growing
daily. The schemes of imperialism and social-
imperialism to isolate and subvert China have gone
bankrupt. - But our enemies will not accept their
defeat in China. Attacks-on the Chinese revolution
and throwing mud at socialist New China are ways
used by them to prepare public opinion for a counter-
revolutionary come-back and turning China once
again into a colony or semi-colony.

It is clear to all that the Soviet revisionist
renegade clique is the spearhead and chief boss behind
the scenes in international anti-China activities. From
Khrushchov to Brezhnev, they have all exerted them-
selves to the utmost to smear and assail the Chinese
people. They said that the Chinese people were so
poor that they drank watery soup out of a common
pot and had no trousers to wear; that the Great Pro-
letarian Cultural Revolution had brought “new
destructions” to China’s productive forces; that the
Chinese people were “worn out” and in “severe trials,”

“living in barracks,” etc. But all these stupid slanders

only serve to expose the ugly features of the Soviet
revisionist renegades. They gain nothing from it.
The Soviet revisionists’ anti-China lies have a poor
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- market in the world today. It is precisely in"these

circumstances that Antonioni’s reactlonary f11m, dis-
guised as ‘“objective” and “truthful,” is released to
deceive people. And, copying a page from the Soviet
revisionist slanders and attacks, it attempts to play
arole that cannot be played by the Soviet revisionists’
anti-China propaganda. In fact, Antonioni has only
parroted the bankrupt anti-China propaganda of the
Soviet revisionists.

After this anti-China film came out, the American
Broadcasting Company (ABC) bought it for a quarter
of a million dollars and put it on show in the United
States. And some persons :in America chimed in,
describing this reactionary film as “fascinating.” So
it seems the ghost of John Foster Dulles still haunts
a bunch of U.S. imperialists, and Antonioni’s anti-
China film also serves the needs of these reactionaries.

Although™he is an Italian, Antonioni in no way
represents the millions of Italians who are friendly to-
wards the Chinese people. The Italian people do not
approve of hostility towards China. By making this
anti-China film, Antonioni has obviously gone com-
pletely against the wishes of the Italian and Chinese
peoples to strengthen their friendly relations.

The Chinese people consistently strive to develop
friendly contacts and mutual understanding with the
people of other countries. In our contacts with others,
we never force people to accept our point of view. We
have repeatedly pointed out that China is still a de-
veloping socialist country. Although we have made
tremendous achievements in the socialist revolution
and construction, we do not try to hide the fact that
our country still has shortcomings in its advance; there
are still backward and reactionary things, and it is
necessary to continue the revolution. Chairman Mao
frequently reminds us that we must oppose big-power
chauvinism. We welcome criticism of our work by
friends from other lands. However, we will thoroughly
expose anyone who passes himself off as a “friend”
but actually engages in shameless anti-China activities
to win the approval of imperialism ‘and social-im-
perialism which are extremely hostile to China, so that
he cannot bluff and deceive the people. Only by doing
so will it be of benefit to mutual understanding and
friendly contacts among the people of dlfferent coun-
tries.

This anti-China film by Antonioni tells people to
keep a clear head and never forget there are always
forces hostile to the Chinese people in the world and
sharp and complicated struggle continues, although
the international and domestic situation is excellent.
This reality is independent of man’s will. Of course,
there is nothing terrifying about attacks on China.
All the doughty anti-China warriors, whether impor-
tant people or otherwise, will only lift a rock to drop
it on their own feet, no matter what weapon or
method they use. The Chinese people will steadfastly

: and courageously advance along the socialist road. As

our great leader Chairman Mao said long ago: “Let
the domestic and foreign reactionaries tremble before
us! Let them say that we are no good at this and no
good at that — we, the Chinese people, will steadlly
reach our goal by our indomitable efforts :



‘BAREFOOT DOCTORS’

Preventive inoculations.
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There are mow over a million peasant-doctors in China — people trained during the
cultural revolution who continue their regular farm work but also serve the communes’
brigade members as “barefoot doctors” (called this because the practice started in the
south where they often work barefoot in the wet paddyfields). The “barefoot doctors”
are a new and rapidly developing force in China’s rural medical and health services.

Medical schools have trained a large number of doctors in the 25 years since libera-
tion. But China is a developing country with a huge rural population (80 percent) and
medical schools alone could not meet the need for doctors. Training thousands of “bare+
foot doctors” therefore became highly important to rapidly improving medical and health
work in the countryside. ;

There is a great interest abroad in “barefoot doctors”. Many of our readers ask, “What

kind of doctors are they? How are they trained? What role do they play in China’s
medical and health work?”
. The following two articles about “barefoot doctors” in Yungfu county in the Kwang-
si Chuang Autonomous Region give some answers. On China’s southern border, subtropi-
cal Kwangsi has 20,840,000 people of many nationalities. Before the liberation in 1949,
health conditions here were terrible and disease rampant. Twenty-five years of Party-
led efforts, especially since the cultural revolution began, have created a medical and
health network which protects the people’s health. The region’s 30,000 “barefoot doc-
tors” and 150,000 production-team health workers play a key role in the prevention and
treatment of disease in the countryside. Yungfu is one of Kwangsi’s 82 counties.

— Editor

Doctors

An Army of New

MOUNTAINQUS Yungfu county

in north Kwangsi has 200,000
inhabitants of Chuang, Han, Yao
and Hui nationalities. Unlike the
past, even in the remotest” village
today no one worries about the
lack of doctors. For, in addition to
county and commune hospitals,
every production brigade has its
own clinic and “barefoot doctors”,
and each production team its health
workers.

An Age-old Dream

" Hot and humid, the county is
prey to more diseases than usual.
The inhabitants 1,300 years ago
named it Yungfu (Everlasting Hap-
piness), hoping they could change
this dismal place into a paradise.
On the face of a sheer cliff in the
western part of the county was
carved a huge 5’ X 4’ character &
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YU YANG

— “Longevity” — composed of 99
small identical characters in
various styles. Countless worship-
pers through the centuries trekked
here to pray for heavenly protec-
tion for a long life. Today it is only
a reminder of the hopelessness of
such prayers in the old society.

The “County of Everlasting Hap-
piness” never saw happiness. Reac-
tionary ruling class oppression and
exploitation kept agriculture primi-
tive and the people poor and
disease-ridden. Frequent epidemics
sometimes wiped out many lives.
At the height of a cholera epidemic
in 1946, people carrying the dead
one day would often themselves be
carried to the grave the next. Even
with light illnesses, people died be-
cause, without doctors, the disease
dragged on until it became fatal. In
many villages whole families died
out from sickness.

_health in the forefront.

The Dream Comes True

The Communist Party and the
new people’s government in 1949
put the protection of the people’s
Yungfu
county had only one clinie, four
medical workers and four tradi-
tional drug stores left over from
the old society. Within a few
months, a county hospital was
established. By 1958 the county
had set up an epidemic prevention
center and a mother and child care
center. The communes and brigades
had also set up simple medical
organizations.

But Liu Shao-chi’s revisionist
line was putting the stress on the
cities and ignoring the countryside
in public health. Under its disrup-
tive influence the medical setups in
the brigades were shut down and
commune clinics became private
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three in each brigade), instruments
for treating ordinary injuries and
163 beds. Each of the 1,200 pro-
duction teams has one or two
health workers, and some teams
have set up simple clinics stocked
with common drugs. These first
steps have oriented the county’s
medical and health network toward
emphasis on the rural areas.

Training

The army of “barefoot doctors”
are the most active medical work-

*The cooperative medical care system in
China is a mutual aid organization formed
by members of the people’s communes. In
Yungfu county, a member pays about a
half yuan Renminbi (now about British 9
p. or U.S. 25 cents) as annual dues. This,
plus appropriations from the welfare fund
of the production teams, enables each bri-
gade to set up a clinic. A member pays 5
fen per visit and from nothing to 20 per-
cent of the cost, depending on the financial
situation of his production team.

Commune medical personnel and brigade “barefoot doctors”
survey common illnesses in a Yao mountain village.

clinics of a few doctors. Ex- i
perienced doctors were concentrat- E e
ed in county and higher-level hos- i
pitals where they “specialized” in
difficult cases. The rural areas,
where the great majority of the
people live, were going back to the
old situation of few doctors and
few medicines.

In June 1965, Chairman Mao is- ; ‘ 3 7
sued a call to medical workers DR o . By ..,
throughout the country: “In medi- ' 5 o2 =~ :
cal and health work, put the stress
on the rural areas.” This began
the defeat of the revisionist line in
public health and pointed out the
right direction for China’s medical
and health work. As Chairman
Mao’s revolutionary line began to
be carried out more effectively, a
radical change took place in Yung-
fu county’s health work.

Today, in addition to the county
hospital with 80 beds, each of the
ten people’s communes has its own
hospital. Since 1965, the number
of doctors in commune hospitals
has grown from 58 to 190, and of
beds from 24 to 155. All of them
have X-ray machines, microscopes
and surgical instruments as well as
tablet-making machines. Each of
the communes’ 97 brigades has set
up a cooperative medical care
system* and its own clinic. There L2
are 222 “barefoot doctors” (two or
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ers in this rural health network.
Most of them are spirited youths
from poor or lower-middle peas-
ant families. Some are city school
graduates who have settled in the
countryside. A few are traditional
physicians familiar with medicinal
herbs. While their educational
level is only primary or junior
middle school, they have a high po-
litical level and a desire to rapidly
improve the people’s medical and
health situation in the countryside.

Since 1965, the county has used
different methods for training
“barefoot doctors™. One is 8-month
to 2-year courses in which the
students, chosen by the brigades,
are taught by county hospital doc-
tors. Studies include basic theore-
tical subjects such as anatomy,
physiology, pathology, and knowl-
edge of Chinese traditional medi-
cine and medicinal herbs, common
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diseases and their causes, and the
general fields of medicine and sur-
gery. Close integration of theory
and practice is the guiding princi-
ple, and classroom work is tied to
clinical practice. The study of dis-
ease is linked to actual cases in
the hospital. The students diagnose
the case and then suggest treat-
ment, the teacher pointing out the
correct method and the reasons.
When studying medicinal herbs, the
teacher takes the class to the moun-
tains to gather them and explains
how to make up prescriptions. In
the later part of the course, the
teachers take the students to the
countryside for practical training.

The county also runs an ad-
vanced eight-month course. This
teaches basic medical theory more
systematically and goes into the
detailed how and why of difficult
and emergency cases often met in
their practice.

County and commune also ar-
range frequent one to six-month
courses where “barefoot doctors”

Jlearn more about the prevention

and treatment of the common dis-

“Barefoot doctors” teach production-
team health workers acupuncture.

A brigade clinic.

eases in the countryside, the use
of medicinal herbs, acupuncture,
etc.

“Barefoot doctors” in the brigade
clinics call production-team health
workers together several times a
year for one-week sessions. Here
they teach how to give injections,
prevent seasonal infectious dis-
eases, survey endemic diseases and
treat minor illnesses and injuries
with medicine, acupuncture and
medicinal herbs.

The county and communes sys-
tematically call some “barefoot
doctors” to their hospitals for in-
ternship or send doctors to the
brigades to teach the “barefoot
doctors” more.

Whatever method of training is
used, the emphasis on political
education helps the .“barefoot
doctors” strengthen their dedica-
tion to serving the people. With
this motive, most of the county’s
222 “barefoot doctors” rather
quickly became skilled in general
prevention and cure, and constant-
ly improve through diligent study
and practice. They handle practi-
cally all common diseases in the
countryside with modern or tradi-
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Operating room in a commune hospital.

tional herbal medicine or acupunc-
ture. Most of the women “barefoot
doctors” know midwifery.

Prevention

Yungfu county’s army of 222
“barefoot doctors” and 1,600 health
workers has profoundly changed
the life of the 180,000 peasants.

The “barefoot doctors” and
health workers have actually be-
come the mainstay in preventing
disease in the rural areas. The
workers at the epidemic prevention
center know this, for although pre-
ventive work has been done every
year since liberation, the speed,
scope and result have never been
as good as today. In the past, spe-
cial groups had to be trained to
travel from village to village giving
inoculations or oral preventive
medicine. Today, the “barefoot
doctors” and health workers do it
in their areas rapidly and thorough-
ly by going from door to door. In
1965 it took 35 days to vaccinate
the county against smallpox. In
1973, it was finished in a week.

The “barefoot doctors™ also play
an important part in improving
sanitation in the county and in sur-
veying and treating such diseases
as filariasis, hookworm and ma-
laria. The incidence of these dis-
eases has dropped sharply in re-
cent years.
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The “barefoot doctors” are also
scouts in discovering possible epi-
demics. In the fall of 1971, “bare-
foot doctors” in the Tashih brigade
of the Kuangfu commune treated
several patients with a high fever
and the symptoms of leptospirosis.
They promptly reported this, the
county epidemic prevention center
verified it and the county and com-
mune sent medical workers to give
preventive medicine to everyone,
disinfect the water in the fields and
kill rats, the source of the disease.
The epidemic was quickly checked.

Treatment

Though the ability of the “bare-
foot doctors” is limited, they play
an important part in curing disease.
A survey shows that from 1969 to
1972, “barefoot doctors” in brigade
clinies handled 51 percent of all
out-patient visits in the county. By
1973 it rose to 65 percent. This
shows their importance to health
care in the rural areas where 80
percent of the Chinese people live.
Particularly for peasants in inac-
cessible mountain areas, the “bare-
foot doctors™ are warmly appreciat-
ed like “fuel in snowy weather”.

The 1,500 members of the Hsing-
lung brigade of the Lungchiang
commune live in a rugged moun-
tain area. Patients used to have to
travel 20 kilometers over bad roads

to reach the commune hospital.
This took them away from work,
increased their financial burden
and sometimes caused death in
emergency cases. In 1965, brigade
member Li Chin-yuw’s first child
came down with a high fever and
convulsions. He died as he was .
being carried to the commune
hospital.

The brigade set up a cooperative
medical care system in 1969 and a
clinic with three “barefoot doctors”
and five beds. Last year Li Chin-
yu's second child caught pneu-
monia. His temperature went up
to 40° C., his lips became purple
and he was close to death. At this
critical moment, a ‘“barefoot
doctor” arrived, spent the whole
night treating the child and saved
him. Deeply moved, the parents
said, “Our second child would have
died too if Chairman Mao hadn’t
been concerned for us peasants and
trained ‘barefoot doctors’ for the
mountain areas.”

Over the past five years, the
“barefoot doctors” of this mountain
brigade have treated 48,000 cases
and admitted 540 to the clinic. They
have done 370 minor surgical
operations, including lancing ab-
scesses and suturing wounds. They
have cured over 200 serious cases
such as high fever with convulsions
in children, coma, pesticide poison-
ing, snakebite and massive bleed-
ing from wounds. They continue
to learn from veteran doctors in
herbal medicine and herb-growers,
collect effective home remedies,
study China’s medical heritage and
put it to use. They use medicinal
herbs in about half of their cases
with good results.

Today the clinic refers no more
than 20 patients a year to outside
hospitals. All the health workers
in the brigade’s 14 production
teams know how to treat common
illnesses and injuries with acupunc-
ture and medicinal herbs.® Minor
cases are treated in the villages and
ordinary cases in the clinic. For
five years the peasants’ attendance
at work has been high and crops
have increased year after year.

The changes in this mountain
brigade reflect what has happened
in the other 96 brigades in the
county. :

CHINA RECONSTRUCTS



Hsiao Yu-ying on a house call.

In the Spirit

Li Mu-chiao visits Mo Huo-sheng (left).

of Dr. Norman Bethune

Making their rounds.
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ARLY one winfer morning, an
unexpected event happened in
the Shuangchiang brigade of the
Lungchiang commune lying among
mountains 20 kilometers northwest
of the county town of Yungfu. Just
as the members of the Chiaotou
production team were getting ready
to go to work in the hills, Mo Lao-
man rushed up, saying, “Uncle
Huo-sheng’s had a relapse! He’s al-
ready unconscious and will soon be
dead, come and help!” He sent a
young man off to the brigade to
telephone Mo Huo-sheng’s two
sons who were working away from
home, and got some team members
to make arrangements for the
funeral.

Brought Back to Life

“Barefoot doctor” Li Mu-chiao
heard the young man making the

11



phone call. “Why didn’t yoﬁ come
earlier for a doctor?”’ he asked re-
proachfully. -

“Tt was a sudden attack, and it
was too late to save him.” .

Li Mu-chiao at once consulted
woman “barefoot doctor” Hsiao
Yu-ying. They both thought of
what Chairman Mao had said:
“Heal the wounded, rescue the
dying, practice revolutionary hu-
manitarianism.” Inspired by the
Canadian internationalist fighter
Dr. Bethune’s spirit of extreme
responsibility in his work and
warmth toward the people, they
decided that as long as there was a
spark of hope, they should do
-everything to save the man. Hsiao
Yu-ying sterilized the instruments
while Li Mu-chiao went ahead with
the emergency kit.

At Mo Huo-sheng’s home Li
found the family sobbing with
lowered heads and some neighbors
were gloomily dusting off the cof-
fin. Pale as a sheet, Mo Huo-sheng
was stretched out on a lounge chair
on the left of the room. His wife’s
eyes were red and swollen from
crying. o

The unexpected entry of the
“barefoot doctor” surprised every-
one, and especially moved the old
woman.

Li Mu-chiao put down his medi-
cal kit, said a few words to comfort
the old woman, asked about the
patient’s condition and then ex-
amined Mo Huo-sheng. He could
feel no pulse and the patient’s limbs
were cold, but there was still a
faint heart beat. From the patient’s
case history and condition, he
thought it was probably shock
caused by excessive bleeding in the
stomach, and there was still hope.
Immediately he injected coramine,
lobeline and vitamin K in an at-
tempt to save him. Everyone gath-
ered around without uttering a
sound. After about half an hour,
Mo Huo-sheng slowly opened his
eyes and moved his lips, bringing
joy to the grief-filled spectators.

By this time Hsiao Yu-ying had
arrived, and she began to help Li
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Mu-chiao give injections and set up
an intravenous drip. Six hours of,
tense work from ten in the morn-
ing to four in the afternoon brought
Mo Huo-sheng back to life.

For the People’s Health

The news spread quickly through
the villages of the commune, where
it met with wide praise. But peo-
ple were not too surprised, since
they had heard many stories of how
these two “barefoot doctors” gave
brigade members warm, conscien-

tious care. 2

Li Mu-chiao and Hsiao Yu-ying
are both from poor-peasant families
in the Shuangchiang brigade. These
two members of the Communist
Party were -raised here on Mao
Tsetung Thought; after liberation.
The history of disasters generation
after generation for lack of medical
care and the lofty spirit of Dr.
Bethune encourage them to put
their whole heart into their work
as “barefoot doctors” protecting the
people’s health.

To be ready for patients at all
times, they have put up a bunk in
the clinic and take turns sleeping
there. When there is a patient in
critical condition, they keep a
watch at the bedside through the
night. Either of them makes the
rounds of the other villages in the
brigade. Day or night, rain or
shine, they always answer calls.

H

The more cases Li Mu-chiao
handles, the more he’feels the need
to improve his skill. Though his
income is not large, he never stints
on buying medical books. He once
spent 15 days going into the hills
to gather herbs with a veteran
herbal doctor. Moved by his desire
to learn, the old doctor gave him all
the prescriptions he had accumu-
lated : over long years. He often
brings back new varieties of me-
dicinal herbs and plants them in
the brigade’s herb garden.

Hsiao Yu-ying is particularly
concerned with women’s health and
knows the general physical condi-
tion of most of the brigade’s
women. Whenever she makes the
rounds of a village, she always goes
to see the expectant mothers and
those who have just given birth. To
persuade a woman having diffi-
culty in giving birth to agree to be
moved to the clinic for delivery,
with tears in her eyes, she once re-
called the painful lessons of other
women in the village.

These two “barefoot doctors”
often encourage one another with
Chairman Mao’s words in praise of
Dr. Bethune’s selfless spirit: “A
man’s ability may be great or
small, but if he has this spirit, he
is already noble-minded and pure,
a man of moral integrity and above
vulgar interests, a man who is of
value to the people.”

(pivotal sentence)
3. Smiling, he talked with me.
(successive-verb sentence)

(successive-verb sentence)

home. ’
(pivotal sentence)

(pivotal sentence)

(successive-verb sentence)

Answers to LANGUAGE CORNER Exercise

1. My friends’ warm concern moved me greatly.

2. Every evening he reads books and newspapers and listens to music.
(parallel verbs as predicate)

4, Some of us want to go swimming after class.

5. I don’t know if he will come this afternoon.
(subject-predicate construction as object) .

6. Tomorrow is Sunday and I have invited friends to come to my

7. 1 asked the waiter to bring a glass of milk.

8. He stood up, picked up his bag and walked out of the room.

N
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