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How We Women

used to be a housewife. My

husband is a carpenter in a
building company in Peking. Mil-
lions of housewives in China, I
among them, first stepped out of
their homes to work during a big
leap forward in building socialism
in 1958. This raised our position in
society and the home — but it took
struggle.

The working people in the old
China were severely oppressed, and
the women among them even more
so. The men were exploited and
oppressed by reactionary rulers and
capitalists and had no political
rights or job security. Angered by
ill treatment outside, they used to
beat and abuse their wives at home.
Such cases were many. Women
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were the lowest in society and had
no say in the home.

After liberation in 1949, as the
livelihood of the working people
became secure, women’s position
in society also began fo change.
They gained the right to vote and
be elected and joined in discussing
vital national affairs (such as the
draft constitution, for example).
Both the constitution (1954) and
the marriage law (1950) provided
equality between men and women,
encouraged harmony in the family,
and prohibited bigamy, concubi-
nage, beating and abusing women
and other bad systems and customs
of the old society. We promptly got
the point — only socialism can
save women.

Workers discuss the international situation in a study group.

Equality

Nevertheless, even though equal-
ity between men and women was
now the law of the land, it didn’t
mean that we got it right away.
For instance, housewives were
economically dependent on their
husbands and still had to ask for
money even for such little things
as shoes and stockings. Household
chores tied them down all day, and
because they weren’t out working
for the benefit of the people, they
could not raise their position in
society.

In those days I helped the
Women’s Association and our
neighborhood committee to get
women organized in literacy classes
and current affairs groups. We
were always stirred whenever we
came across Chairman Mao’s teach-
ing that women can become truly
free only when they take part in
production and political activity in
socialist society.

In China the problem of women’s
employment has been solved
gradually. Right after liberation
the people’s government provided
jobs for unemployed women work-
ers where they were needed in
production. Wives of men killed in
the revolution and of armymen as
well as wives of workers who could
not make ends meet were given
work in production units.

But at that time it was not as
common as it is today for house-
wives to go to work outside the
home. This was because national
construction was still "limited and
because the common view of
women was being influenced by
Liu Shao-chi’s revisionist line that
housewives would be taking part in
revolutionary work if they took

TSUI YU-LAN is a member of the
standing committee of Peking’s West City
District Industrial Bureau Trade Union
and deputy chairman of the revolutionary
committee of the West Cilty Distirict
Pharmaceutical Factory. '

CHINA RECONSTRUCTS



U
s o e
Foop 4.

Ti:mugli a leader, the author (left) constantly works
in the shops, keeping close contact with the workers.

good care of their husbands and
children.

In 1958 the big leap forward
took place in our socialist construc-
tion. The Party called on house-
wives to take part in the building
of socialism. We women wanted
this — and everywhere we stepped
out of our homes. Everywhere
women were beating drums and
gongs to celebrate another libera-
tion. In Peking’s West City Dis-
trict alone 30,000 women became
workers in industry and the service
trades. I and seven other women
in our neighborhood set up a
“chemical factory” to make an-
hydrous calcium chloride that a
Peking chemical plant needed.

Breaking Family Shackles

It wasn’t a bit easy to get out of
the home. The establishment of
socialist China didn’t wipe out
centuries of feudal male chauvin-
ism all at once. Women’s libera-
tion still needed Communist Party
leadership and struggle by the
women themselves to overcome all
kinds of obstacles.

After the overthrow of imperial-
ism, feudalism and bureaucrat-
capitalism in China, we women
had to break down what remained
of the feudal authority of husbands.
Party education had made cases of
husbands beating and abusing their
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wives rare. But there were. still
men unwilling to let their wives go
out to work, thinking their children
would not be well taken care of.
There were also remnants of other
old ideas. My husband, for ex-
ample, once said, “Our family can
live very well without your little
salary. As long as you cook well
and take good care of the children,
that'll do!”

In order to change his mind, I
started talking about how our
family suffered before liberation.
Both of us were born in poor
peasant families. I was a child
bride, sent to his parents’ home
when I was fourteen. Three years
later, when he could no longer
make a living in the countryside,
he went away to look for work. It
was 1937. The Japanese invaders
took him away to northeast China
to do forced labor. For 12 years we
had no news of him. It was only
after liberation in 1949 that he
returned home. After that he came
to Peking to become a worker.
Meanwhile I had been active in our
village supporting the War of Lib-
eration and had become a Party
member. Without the Communist
Party, without socialism, I told
him, our family wouldn’t be having
a good life.

“It isn’t the money that makes
me want to work,” I said. “I'm

answering the Party’s call to do -
my share in building socialism. I
worked in the fields like everybody
else when I was in the village.
Now in the big leap forward
how can I stay home and not join
in production?”’ He began to see
that he was wrong.

To reduce opposition in the
home, the Women’s Association
called “husbands’ forums” to dis-
cuss the problem. Trade unions
also educated their men workers in
the significance of women’s par-
ticipation in national construction.
As it became more common for
women to take on outside jobs,
men began to share housework.
My husband learned how to cook
and no longer regarded it as some-
thing humiliating. His work is
heavier than mine, so I do more
housework by getting up earlier
and going to bed later. But he
buys grain and coal and does other
heavier chores on his days off. At
noon we eat in our factory dining
rooms and whoever gets home first
at night cooks supper. This is the
way most working couples handle
it.

Children are another obstacle for
women taking on outside jobs.
When large numbers of women
went out to work, there weren’t
enough state-run nurseries and
kindergartens to take care of the
young. It was too expensive for
families with - many children to
send them all anyway. In my
neighborhood, eight of us who
wanted to work had this problem.
So two of us stayed home to look
after all of our children. The
mothers brought them in the
morning and picked them up again
after work.

Later the Women’s Association
set up nurseries and kindergartens
in the neighborhoods. These were
subsidized by the neighborhood or-
ganizations out of funds they ac-
cumulated from their own factories
and enterprises. Housing and
equipment were allotted by the
government. Thus the cost to
working parents was very low:
seven yuan a month plus food for
day care and about 10 yuan for
day-and-night care of children
over two years old if the parents
wanted it. The factory where the
parent worked paid half of this.
At first some mothers were wor-



This machine which automatically
fills and seals tubes of medicine
was made by the workers them-
selves and has doubled production.

Liu Chen-hua
(left) and a young worker
experiment on a new product.

“Pharmacist”

ried, but when they found their
children well taken care of, follow-
ing a regular healthy schedule and
learning what they could not learn
at home, they were satisfied.

Struggle Against Habit

Old habits are stubborn. After
we set up our “chemical factory”,
some neighbors gossiped. “Illiterate
women set up a factory?’ they

4

scoffed. “It’s not as simple as mak-
ing dough or cooking rice. If they
can run factories, what do we need
men for?” We ignored them.

Of course, without the Party’s
call and support from all sides, just
a few women struggling alone
would have failed. But what hap-
pened was that a construction com-
pany gave us an old work shed, the
government loaned us 1,000 yuan,
and the Peking chemical plant we
were going to work for supplied us
with 100 yuan worth of hydrated
calcium chloride to start with and
some technical guidance. Copper
basins for boiling the calcium
chloride we borrowed from - dif-
ferent families. We built our stoves
with old bricks. We worked with
enthusiasm, laying tiles on the roof,
digging drains and covering them,
carting coal and so on. All we
thought of was to do our share in
building socialism. To accumulate
funds we decided not to take any
wages for the first three months.

We certainly didn’t expect that
three months later our little
unnoticeable factory would be
producing a monthly output valued
at 18,000 yuan. We saw our own
strength and our confidence grew.
We paid off all our loans and began
to draw a monthly subsidy of eight
yuan each. It wasn’t much, but it
was the first time we had earned
anything with our own labor. We
wrapped our first “wages” in red
paper to celebrate the event and
happily took them home.

By 1964 our factory had merged
with other small factories into a
pharmaceutical factory with 180
workers and staff members. Our
wages were increased several
times. Now it is 43 yuan per
month — still small, but enough to
support oneself and one or two
others. When we started bringing
money home too, we began to have
more say in family money
questions.

Now came a struggle against Liu
Shao-chi’s revisionist line. In 1964,
people in the pharmaceutical in-
dustry who followed this line were
pushing only big trusts. They
ordered us to close our small
factory. Then, talking of “insuf-
ficient schooling”, they ordered
some 90 of us older housewives to
quit working — and again the old

idea: “Doing housework’ well is
revolutionary work.”

When the order came, many
women wept. But we resisted.
“We won’t quit!” we said. “Chair-
man Mao himself called us out of:
our homes. It wasn’t easy for us to
set up our factory. Too old? —
nonsense! We can still work for
socialism. If you won’t give us
work, we’ll find work. If you won’t
pay us, we’ll go on working just
the same. Go back home? —
never!”

The Women’s Association sup-
ported us. Actually there was a
need for common medicines for
external use. This, plus our con-
tinued  petitions, caused the
municipal health bureau to let us
reopen our factory. Another victory
in women’s struggle!

Learning by Doing

Going to work outside the home
is only the first step for women in
getting equality. We were still
held back by our lack of working
skills. How could it be otherwise
when we had always been tied in-
side the home with cooking and
children. But skill comes from
practice. The growth of our factory
proves this. —

By 1966 we had a pharmacist
and an analyst, and were producing
neomycin ointment and 36 other
medicines for external use. Mixing
the ingredients and filling had been
mechanized or semi-mechanized.

During the cultural revolution
we broke out of the restrictions of
the revisionist line which held that
our little factory could not be trust-
ed to produce medicines for inter-
nal use. We began to trial-produce
new products.

In 1970, on our own initiative,
we succeeded in using adenosine
triphosphate extracted by the
Peking Beer Plant and making
ampuls which could be filled and
kept at room temperature instead
of refrigerated. This had not been
done anywhere else in China.
Several technicians, old workers
and I joined in this. We found a
stabilizer after more than 100 ex-
periments and this made it possible
to keep and use the medicine at
normal temperature —an impor-
tant factor in rural areas and in
times of war.

CHINA RECONSTRUCTS



Analysis by the national drug
control bureau and 20,000 clinical
tests proved the medicine up to
standard and today it is being mass
produced. Medical departments
and patients have written many
letters thanking us and pharmaceu-
tical plants in other parts of the
country have sent people to learn
the method. All of them were sur-
prised to learn not only that our
factory is a small one but that it
was set up and run by women.
Someone said, “You're like golden
phoenixes soaring out of a chicken
coop!”

Until 1971 our factory was col-
lectively owned by our neighbor-
hood revolutionary committee.
Now it is state-owned and has be-
come the West City District Phar-
maceutical Plant. The state put up
new buildings and installed auto-
matic equipment. We now have
our own laboratory, machine repair
shop and welfare setups including
a clinic and dining room. Last year
the workers and staff got another
pay raise.

The factory has changed, and the
women have changed too. The few
housewives in charge of installing
a filling machine had never touch-
ed machinery before and had only a
primary school level of education.
But they learned from technicians
as they worked and are now able
to read drawings, use tools skil-
fully and operate lathes.

We are no longer gossiping
housewives with our minds on
housekeeping. Our outlook has
broadened. In her own job each
woman thinks how she can do more
for our socialist motherland and
the people.

Our family relationships have
also changed. We are no longer
dependent on the men, we are their
comrades. Once some of the men
were worried that there would be
“no family happiness if the women
got a social position”. The fact is
that in the past husband and wife
could only talk about minor house-
hold things, while today they have
a common language in their in-
terest in the country and the col-
lective.

Take Tung Yu-chin, our buyer of
raw materials, for example. In the
past all she ever thought about was
how to manage the house with the
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45 yuan her husband handed over
to her every month. Today she
handles 200,000 yuan a month.
What she considers now is how to
supply our factory with 150 kinds
of raw materials on schedule with-
out keeping the money idle. To do
this she goes to many places to buy
the materials. When she first took
on this job, her husband disapprov-
ed. “How can you do it?’ he
demanded. Now, being a buyer
himself, he often learns things
from her and exchanges experience
with her in their work.

When we started making mercu-
rochrome in our factory, our “phar-
macist”, who had only learned
enough to mix solutions, was 45-
year-old Liu Chen-hua. She only
began to read after liberation. In
these years at the factory she has
learned how to make dozens of
medicines and acquired, a basic
knowledge of pharmaceutical

chemistry from the technicians.
She looks like the kindly mother
type, but her mind is full of
chemical formulas and the tech-
nology used in trying to make
adenosine triphosphate in our own
factory. When she first came to
work, her husband used to lock the
door, trying to keep her from get-
ting out of the house. Now he
teaches her reading, writing,
mathematics and proudly speaks of
her pharmaceutical experiments as
“no easy matter”.

Actual life and struggle have
taught us that real equality be-
tween men and women doesn’t
come by itself, and it can’t be given
by anybody. It can be won only if
the women themselves fight for it
with a constantly heightened so-
cialist consciousness, and only in
the course of liberating the op-
pressed classes after revolutionary
political power is established.



ACROSS THE LAND

New
Coal
Base
in
East
China

Mineral exploration on the Huaipei plain.
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The Huaipei Power Plant in construction.

The city of Huaipei in Anhwei
Y province has grown into a coal base
with 10 modern shaft mines, a
large coal-dressing plant and other
g related industries. :

140

‘ The coalfield extends over 109
s square kilometers and has rich de-
posits in good variety. "It was
known at least 1,000 years ago.
From 1915 to the eve of the libera-
tion in 1949, foreign imperialists
and domestic bureaucrat-capitalists
controlled mining here, but did not
build a single decent shaft.
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The birth of new China woke up
this long-dormant coalfield. Large-
scale exploitation started in 1958
when people from a dozen counties
joined local workers, leaders and
technical people to open and build
up the field. New shaft mines,
power plants and a dressing plant
have risen one after another. A
thriving coal city appeared on land
which had been a battlefield in the
famous Huai-Hai campaign during
the War of Liberation. Since 1968,
coal output has gone up 20 percent
annually.
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Modern coal-cutting machine.

The Yangchuang mine.







