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THE LONG BATTL

I IANGSU province on the

lower reaches of the Huai
River is rich country producing
lots of rice and cotton. Crabs
from Chinhu and ducks from
Kaoyu and Paoying lakes are
famous throughout China. A local
saying has it that “Even if you go
10,000 li you won’t find a place as
good as the banks of the Huai”.

In actual fact, however, things
were in a tragic state along the
Huai up until the liberation. Half-
buried in the earth of Hungtse
county lie several iron oxen, a re-
minder of man’s impotence against
nature in the past.

From its source at Mt. Tungpai
in Honan, the Huai flows east for

1,000 kilometers through the prov-
inces of Honan, Anhwei and
Kiangsu. In ancient times it flowed
directly into the sea. In 1194 the
Yellow River, which lies to the
north, breached its banks and rush-
ed south to make its exit to the sea
along the course of the lower
Huai. The waters of the Huai
were forced to flow further south-
ward through Hungtse, Paoying
and Kaoyu lakes into the Yangtze
River. The heavy load of silt de-
posited by the Yellow River in the
bed of the Huai caused the latter
to lose its ability to drain off
floodwater. On top of this, the
winding course the Huai took to
get to the Yangtze also impeded the

flow. As a result, whenever the
water rose, dozens of counties in
north Kiangsu were flooded.

The feudal dynasties were pow-
erless to change things. Nine
images of oxen, two of tigers and
one of a cock were cast in iron and
placed along the dykes to make the
people think the emperors were
doing something to propitiate the
river spirit and control the waters,
but these did little good.

During more recent times the
Kuomintang government, with
much fanfare, set up a “Committee
to Redirect the Huai”, but it only
provided another opportunity for
fleecing the people through in-
creased taxes and special assess-
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ments. When the river flooded
they let the overflow into the low-
lying Lihsiaho region. In 1931 the
Huai rose to unprecedented heights,
completely destroying the harvest
on a million hectares of land. This
disaster affected over 3,000,000
people, some 70,000 of whom
drowned or died in the resulting
famine.

After liberation Chairman Mao,
greatly concerned about the people
along the Huai, in 1951 issued
the call, “The Huai River must be
harnessed”, which became the ral-
lying cry for the people of Kiangsu.
They removed the oxen and tigers
and started making canals and
more dykes. First they dug the
North Kiangsu Main Irrigation Ca-
nal with a drainage capacity of 800
cubic meters a second. It enables
floodwater to run directly into the
sea and in normal times brings
water from Hungtse Lake to irri-
gate farm fields.

Then they built the Three Rivers
Gate, 63 sluice gates at the outlet
of Hungtse Lake to regulate the
flow from it. Every year work was
done to reinforce the dykes along
the river and the lakes to increase

CONTROL THE HUAI

their ability to withstand flood.
At the place where the Huai
enters the Yangtze, however,
the channel was still rather small.
Heavy flow coming down from the
upper and middle reaches still
posed a great threat to Kiangsu
which lies on the river’s lower
reaches.

New Course

During the Great Proletarian
Cultural Revolution, the Kiangsu
revolutionary committee led the
people of the province in a new
project which included the Three
Rivers Dam, Tashantzu Dyke and
an 18-km. canal, enabling the
waters of the Huai to take a more
direct course to Kaoyu Lake
instead of flowing through Paoying
Lake as before. At the same time
the course of the inlet to the Yang-
tze was straightened and sand-
bars were removed to enlarge the
Huai’s outlet. In the past when
the flow of the Huai reached 8,000
cubic meters per second the chan-
nel could not take the water and
most of the villages along the banks
would be flooded. The completion
of these projects makes it possible

Staff Reporter

Three Rivers Gate.
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The pumping stations in Chiangfu.

The stone dyke on the east bank of Kaoyu Lake.
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for 12,000 cubic meters a second to
flow smoothly into the Yangtze.

" Commune members and tech-
nical personnel who worked on
these projects have many moving
stories to tell.

Chinhu county, located right
where the Huai formerly entered
Paoying Lake, was nearly sur-
rounded by the two. Every year
during the high-water season the
county faced a critical situation.
The peasants, who urgently desired
to change things, started working
on water conservation when the
co-ops were formed. After the
people’s communes were set up in
1958, their members, feeling much
stronger than before in terms of
manpower and material resources,
decided on a big project. As part
of an overall plan for the county,
they built the three-km.-long Three
Rivers Dam to block the course by

which the floodwaters of the Huai
had flowed into Paoying Lake, and
a new channel southéast of the
county town. In this way the Huai,
which used to wind its way east-
ward, would head straight south.
This would reduce obstacles to the
flow and protect 93,000 hectares of
fields in the Paima and Paoying
lakes region from the threat of
flood. In August and September
20,000 out of a population of some
100,000 went to work. They moved
almost two million cubic meters of
earth and built two embankments
18 km. long to form the new
channel.

In 1969 the Kiangsu province
revolutionary  committee  sent
270,000 people and 60 large trac-
tors from 18 counties to help out.
The  several-hundred-kilometer-
long worksite seethed with activi-
ty. Revolutionary songs, work

chants and the sound of machines
broke a thousand years of silence
over the marshes.

Between Kaoyu and Paoying
lakes lies an expanse of sand over-
grown with reeds. This is the site
of the Tashantzu Dyke. When the
60,000 peasant builders arrived,
there wasn’t a house for dozens of
kilometers around; what with the
reeds and water, not even a place
to camp. They made houses on
stilts over the lake. It was too far
to bring earth overland, so they
organized several thousand wooden
boats to dredge up lakebottom silt.
They finished this task in only 80
days.

Just as work on the Three Rivers
Dam was going full steam ahead,
the dam, which was already nine
meters above the water, started to
sink. The leaders of the construc-
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tion department called an on-the-
spot meeting to discuss the situation
and the peasant builders expressed
their determination to solve the
problem. After three days of oh-
servation, they found out why the
dam was sinking and took meas-
ures to stop it.

Stone Wall on the Water

On the east bank of Kaoyu Lake
is a protective embankment 9.5
meters high and 26 km. long made
of stone blocks and topped by a
stone dyke 2 meters high. From a
distance it looks like a magnificent
stone wall. The day I visited it,
a strong breeze whipped the lake
into high waves which broke
against the stone embankment in a
shower of snow-white spray, as if
to demonstrate how solid it was.

This project was also built by the
local commune members. The
county was given the task in 1970
by the provincial headquarters di-
recting work on the Huai. It was
a big job and time was short. Even
if all the stonemasons in the coun-
ty were assigned to it they would
not be enough, and this would also
add to the cost for the state. Some
proposed mobilizing ordinary com-
mune members for the job. Others
thought that since this was skilled

‘ _;.'..

Dredgers at work on the
Huai’s course into the
Yangtze.
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work they had never done before,
it would be better to ask for out-
side help. “If you don’t handle a
stone tiger right,” someone said,
“you’ll get bitten!” But after it
was discussed everyone came
around to the first opinion. “We
rely on ourselves for everything
else,” one speaker said, “why not
for building this dyke? It seems
to me that a stone tiger is just
another paper tiger.”

The plan decided upon, the ac-
tion began. Since they had no
experience, even though they
worked like demons the first few
days, they just couldn’t lay the
stones flat. To strengthen their
sense of purpose, Hsu Hou-yi, an
old peasant, recalled tales of the
devastation caused by past floods.
In the 1931 flood his house had
been washed away and the water
carried his brother and himself off.
Luckily they were picked up by a
boat and saved. Bringing things
down to the present, he said, “Ever
since liberation, the Kaoyu Lake
dykes haven’t breached once. Now
the state is spending a lot of money
and providing stone and cement to
reinforce them. This is all part of
Chairman Mao’s concern for us
poor and lower-middle peasants.”
The leaders of the project also or-
ganized visits to other stone dykes
and asked the people who had

built them and possessed some ex-
perience with stone masonry to
come to their own worksites to give
training. The commune members
learned. At first it took 25 work-
days to do one meter of the dyke,
by the end only 10. The stone wall
was finished before the high-water
season.

Collapsing Sand

Huaiyin county met another
problem when it dug a new canal.
Most of the land through which
the canal would pass, flooded by
the Yellow River over a long period,
was topped with a thick layer of
sand. Rain produced rivers, and
wind, sandstorms. Canals had been
dug here several times before, but
they silted up in the second year
and were completely filled in by
the third. Under the circumstances,
it was proposed that this time the
banks be completely faced with
stone. But they figured this would
need 4,500,000 tons of stone and
the quarrying alone would take
several years. Others advocated
making a gentle slope to increase
the surface area and decrease dam-
age from collapse, but this would
take up another 190 hectares of
land. After several proposals were
rejected, the only way left was to

(Continued on p. 17)
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lihsiaho—No Longer a Disaster Area

AST AUTUMN we went to the
Lihsiaho district in the Huai
River basin. In the old China it
was a disaster ,area. But as we
drove through today’s fertile coun-
tryside, golden fields of rice and
white cotton fields belied the past.
Commune members getting in the
rice and cotton waved to us.

!

Now Tw'b-Crop Land

Kaoyu county in the western
part of the Lihsiaho district edges
the Grand Canal and the Huai
River. During the Ching dynasty
four dams were built here to
“guide the Huai to the sea”. When
the river rose, water poured into
the Grand Canal. When this was
“full, the reactionaries opened the
sluice gates and ran the water
through Kaoyu county into Lihsia-
ho—a low basin surrounded by
higher land. Its rivers and streams
could hold less than five percent
of the floodwater. The remainder,
unable to reach the sea, created
disaster.

" Chen En-chuan, who lives near
one of the dams, told us about the
1931 calamity. Heavy rains had
swollen the Huai to flood level.
One afternoon, heedless of people’s
lives, the Kuomintang government
ordered the dam opened. Chen
and some other villagers got the
news early and fled to the top of
the dyke. But many did not have
time and frantically climbed trees.
Chen watched the floodwaters
carry people off, still clinging to
their trees. “Hell of a way to
‘guide the Huai to the sea’!” one
villager said furiously. “It’s a field-
flooding dam, a killer dam!”

Because the Huai rises in July,
the peasants had always planted

‘Staff Reporter

only one crop of rice, a quick-
ripening variety which could be
harvested before the floods, but
with a low yield.

After the new China was estab-
lished, an enormous amount of
control work was done on the Huai
River. Kaoyu county has not seen
flood since. After 1956, and espe-
cially after the communes were
set up in 1958, the people
took advantage of the county’s
west-east slope to build gates and
dig channels to bring in water from
the Grand Canal to irrigate late
rice. So far, the county has built
nine gates along the canal and dug
an astonishing 4,000 kilometers of
channels of various sizes. “Now
when we want water we just
holler,” a commune member told
us, “and when we don’t, we shut
the gates.” The entire county has
gone over to two crops a year and
grain production goes up every
year. Total production last year
was almost three times that in
1949, :

Chingfeng commune in Chienhu
county is at the bottom of the
shallow Lihsiaho bowl. Rain run-
off from the surrounding areas
used to flow here. When the Huai
rose, the problem was even more
serious. Many fields were under
water all year. Deep mud and cold
water held the single crop of rice
down to 1.5 tons or less per hectare.
Cotton was inconceivable.

While the commune worked on
the Huai River in 1960, it also
began transforming these soggy
fields. Chou Hsueh-pin, Party
secretary, went to all the produc-
tion teams to survey the terrain
and the direction of flow of the

rivers. After many discussions, he
made a water-control plan and or-
ganized the commune members to
dig ditches and build dykes. By
1966 the commune had transformed
1,530 hectares of fields and the
next year they planted cotton.

After the county set up its rev-
olutionary committee in the cul-
tural revolution, it gave Chingfeng
commune help in transforming
their wet fields. By 1971 the com-
mune was. planting 550 hectares of
cotton. Last July several rain-
storms left the fields under a foot
of water. But water control was
now a reality, the fields were
drained in a day and the growing
cotton saved. They harvested 320
tons, 28 percent more than in 1971.

Snail-extinguisher Village'

Tungtai county near the coast
had a different problem. For many
centuries seawater had invaded the
land and turned two-thirds of it
white with salt. Many peasants
had given up trying to farm and
turned to refining salt with small
furnaces. Villages went by names
such as Shen Family Furnace, First
Furnace, Ten Furnaces.

In the old days, life was hardest
in Yen Family Hollow. It had
a lot of ruined land and a high
concentration of salt. Snails had
infected all but five of the 167
villagers with snail fever. Starva-
tion and illness took whole fami-
lies, forcing them to beg for a
living.

After liberation in 1949, the
Party and the new people’s gov-
ernment promptly turned its atten-
tion to the people in the entire
Lihsiaho disaster area.
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Drying improved seed. = : - -

An irrigation canal in 'Chelo commune, one of many in Kaoyu county.







