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Everything for the Countryside

VERYTHING for the countryside!” — this is the slogan of all of China's

650 millions today. Specitic attention to service to the countryside is
given by people in every trade. job or profession. It is an important
part of the strategy for building socialism in our country worked out in
the thinking of Mao Tse-tung. In its policy of “taking agricullure as
the foundation and industry as the leading factor”, the Chinese Communist
Party has succeeded in determining the proper relationship between agricul-
ture, light and heavy industries. With this main direction and the support
of every part of the nation, the peasants have overcome the effects of
unpredictable weather, and brought in good harvests year after year, The
increased agricultural output has in turn promoted the rapid growth of
industry, clearing the way for a continuous expansion of every sector of
our national economy.

In this issue we report on the various facets
tO Our of this universal support to agriculture, How
trade participates is described in “Commerce Serves
the Countryside” (p. 2). With other examples,
rea ders we show how service to the peasants and herdsmen
is becoming the purpose in life of China's engineers
and technicians (“New Approach Yields New Farm Machines”, p. 9), writers
and artists (“Across the Grasslands with a Mobile Theatre”, p. 20) and
medical workers (“How I Won the Peasants’ Trust”, p. 16).

“Everything for the countryside” has another equally important effect
outside the realm of economics. It creates the conditions for gradually
reducing and eventually eliminating the differences between town and
country, between industry and agriculture and between mental and physical
labour,

Before the liberation, the Chinese peasants were so crushed by exploita-
tion that farm production declined steadily. Yet while the countryside
was going bankrupt, the large cities were undergoing an abnormal growth
with wealth piled up among a few. The decadent life of extravagance,
debauchery and the mad chase after gold of big landlords, high officials
and imperialists was in stark contrast to the accelerating impoverishment
of the peasants, who made up more than three-fourths of the Chinese
people.  Many intellectuals, cramped in their outlook by the old idea that
“those who work with their brains rule others; those who work with their
hands are ruled by others™, could not distinguish one farm crop from another
and seldom lifted a finger in labour. In varying degrees they looked down
on physical work and the labouring people, while the latter were deprived
of any opportunity for education. At that time methods of farming were
extremely backward. so that its productivity lagged far behind that of
industry,

Such differences were the inevitable product of the old society and
they grew sharper and sharper as time went on. In revelutionary China,
these legacies of the old society must be diminished step by step and finally
done away with if we are to completely free the forces of production,
thoroughly wipe out the old inequalities and achieve the real freedom and
happiness of man.

INCE the liberation, with the growth of agriculture, the formerly back-
ward Chinese countryside has changed greatly. The life of the peasants
has vastly improved, and the differences between town and country and
between industry and agriculture are constantly narrowing down. With
culture and education, science and technology being purposefully brought
to the countryside, the peasants’ cultural level and scientific knowledge are
steadily rising. Gradually the difference between mental and physical labour
is being reduced as intellectuals learn to become intellectual-workers and
manual labourers learn to become worker-intellectuals. Both the work-study
system in education and the system by which workers are at the same
time farmers help to lessen the differences between mental and physical
labour, between town and country and between workers and peasants.

In this way, the policy of “everything for the countryside” is pushing
all spheres of work in China — industry, agriculture, culture and education
— ahead with giant strides.

EDITORIAL BOARD: Ching Chung-hwa, Chairman: Tang Ming-chao, Chen Han-seng, Vice-Chairmen; Chen Lin-jui; Li Teh-chuan; Wu Yao-tsung; Wu Yi-fang.
Editorial Office: Wai Wen Building, Peking (37). China, Cable: ""CHIRECON"' Peking. General Distributor: GUOZI SHUDIAN, P.O. Box 399, Feking, China.




Commerce Serves the Countrysid

BETTER service to the country-

side is the emphasis in all
fields of work in China today. This
is also true of commerce.

The basic tasks of China’s com-
merce are to advance the econ-
cmy and to guarantee supply.
The most important way to ad-
vance the economy is by pro-
moting produection. To guarantee
supply means to provide for the
needs of industry and agriculture
and of the urban and rural popula-
tion. Only an advanced economy
can guarantee supply.

Regarding their jobs as work for
the revolution, commercial person-
nel take an active interest in pro-
duction, seek out and fill its needs.
At the same time, they do every-
thing they can to make it con-
venient for the communes and
their members to sell their produce
and buy what is needed so that
most of their time can be devoted
to production. The commercial
units also see to it that the con-
sumers’ interests are taken care of,
thus contributing to the gradual
improvement of the standard of
living.

Why Serve Agriculture?

Serving the countryside has al-
ways been one of the main aims
of China’s commerce because agri-
culture is the starting point for the
development of the entire national
economy. Its progress promotes
the growth of industry. It supplies
grain and non-staple foodstuffs for
industrial workers and other city-
dwellers and provides raw mate-
rials for industry. Agriculture also
helps accumulate capital for na-
tional construction, both indirectly
through supplying raw materials

The staff of the Shihpanven Supply and
Marketing Co-op in Honan province taking
goods to the peasants. Tang Mou-lin
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for light industry, which is an im-
portant source of capital accumula-
tion, and, more directly, through
the small agricultural tax paid by
the communes. In addition, it
provides a vast market for industry,

To look at the matter from the
other side, an advancing industry
provides more means for the tech-
nical transformation of agriculture
— more farm machinery, chemical
fertilizers and insecticides to aug-
ment the productive forces and
speed the modernization which will
fully solve the country’s food
problem. More and cheaper con-
sumers’ goods from industry also
helps improve the ruyral standard
of living. The cities and the fac-
tory and mining areas provide a
vast market for agriculture. Thus,
while agriculture is the starting
point, industry (and particularly
heavy industry) is the leading
factor for the development of the
national economy. This is the gen-
eral policy for China’s economy.

Under the socialist system this
economic relationship of inter-
dependence, interplay and mutual
stimulation between agriculture
and industry, and between all
sectors of the economy, operates
to a very large extent through the
circulation and exchange of com-
modities. Here the commercial or-
ganizations serve as the bridge or
go-between. Therefore, it is only
by firmly making service to agri-
culture their chief work, and by
doing it well, that the commercial
crganizations can contribute to-
ward the advance of China’s so-
cialist economy.

Trade for Self-reliance

Socialist production and com-
merce are fundamentally different
from what they are in a capitalist
Society. The ultimate aim of devel-
oping production under socialism
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is to improve the life of the entire
people, not to make a profit. The
cyclic phenomena of capitalist so-
ciety, such as overproduction and
decline in domestic trade, do not
exist; there is never a need to
ruthlessly exploit the working peo-
ple at home or seek markets
abroad by plunder and aggression.
The very nature of the socialist
system determines that we do not,
and need not, expand beyond our
borders. When we engage in for-
eign trade, we take some products
from the home market in a planned
way solely in order to obtain cer-
tain things needed in our socialist
construetion, or to assist friendly
countries in developing their in-
dependent economies. In a word,
in building socialism, we rely on
the masses of the people and the
domestic market to carry out ac-
cumulation, consumption and ex-
panded reproduction. Because of
this and because the main domestic
market is in the countryside, the
correct development of rural trade

Wu Chun-chan
A “store on camel back” visits herdsmen in a winter pasture in Sinkiang.

is fundamental to building up a
socialist economy through self-
reliance.

The emphasis on rural commerce
also has great political significance,
It promotes the further develop-
ment and consolidation of the
worker-peasant alliance, helps to
build a new, modernized country-
side and creates conditions for the
gradual elimination of the dif-
ferences between industry and
agriculture, between town and
country, and between physical and
mental labour.

Serving Production

The primary task of rural com-
mercial organizations is to promote
in every way agricultural produc-
ticn and the collective economy of
the people’s communes. This lays
the groundwork for expanding the
circulation and exchange of com-
modities, and for guaranteed sup-

HO WEI is an economist,




Ply of goods for both production
and consumption. Actual service
iIs given in scores of ways: by
making all kinds of means of pro-
duction available, helping the com-
munes and their teams to organize
sideline production, offering tech-
nical guidance in grading and
processing of farm produce, help-
ing to popularize good strains of
seed and breeds of animals, help-
ing to pass on advanced production
techniques, and organizing mutual
financial assistance and technical
exchange between the communes.
Many commercial workers have
done such an outstanding job along
these lines that the communes refer
to them as “our good advisers”,
“our good suppliers” or “our good
managers’”’,

The commercial organizations’
work of purchasing farm and side-
line products, in addition to pro-
curing raw and other materials for
construction and industry, which

., o improves the life of the people in

7l || ST the cities, has a direct relation to

. ft‘ﬁ‘ developing farm production, help-
N

ing the communes accumulate
funds and raising the income of
every commune member. By or-
ganizing production, purchasing
and marketing in a planned way,
the commercial organizations link
the producers on the farm with the
buyers in the cities, factories and
mining areas, In the other facet
of their work, the commercial or-
ganizations make every effort to
provide the countryside with a
complete line of goods of standard
quality, in ample quantity, and at
low prices. Much attention is given
to selecting products that meet
peasant needs and tastes. Com-
mercial workers have established
close ties with their customers,
take every opportunity to find out
what they require and collect sug-
gestions for passing on to the
manufacturers.

State, Collective, Individual

The purchase of farm produce
is carried out according to a policy
of unified planning and over-all
arrangement with due attention to

Bamboo baskets, scoops, silkworm trays and mats for use in farm and side-
line production being shipped to the countryside in Chekiang province.

the needs of all the parties con-
cerned. The interests of the state.
the collective and the individual
are placed in the correct relation-
ship. Town and country, industry
and agriculture, good years and
bad years, areas with good harvests
and those with poor ones, the needs
of domestic and those of foreign
trade are all taken into considera-
tion. This policy guarantees the
demands of both the cities and the
countryside, thus promoting both
the development of industry, par-
ticularly heavy industry, and of
agriculture.  Areas with good
harvests are urged to sell more to
the state to guarantee food for peo-
ple in areas with poor harvests
resulting from natural conditions.
This encourages the storing up of
grain and other farm produce for
use during bad years and guaran-
tees normal production and life in
such periods. The policy enables
all three parties, the state, the col-
lective and individual commune
members to increase their store of
grain and materiel.

Wang Chang-hao

Wang Wen-hsueh

A representative of the Chaiketa Supply and Marketing Co-op
purchases cocoons, the produce from one of the sidelines
which the ec-op helped the peasants start many years ago.

Prices are fixed by the state at
levels that promote the steady
development of farm production
and, on that basis, guarantee a rise
in the incomes of commune mem-
bers. Prices are not regulated
automatically by supply and de-
mand, The price differential be-
tween industrial goods and agri-
cultural products is adjusted in a
controlled and systematic way ac-
cording to the actual state of in-
dustrial development and the re-
quirements for planned, high-
speed and proportionate develop-
ment of the economy. This serves
to narrow the gap between the
standards of living of workers and
peasants. Since its founding the
People’s Government has made
great efforts in this respect, and
obtained noteworthy results. By
1964 the difference between the
prices of industrial goods and agri-
cultural products had been cut
down by 34 per cent, as compared
with 1950.

Supply and Marketing Co-ops

The supply and marketing co-
operatives, which exist in almost
every rural community, are the
main form of commercial organiza-
tion and the base of operation for
China’s socialist commerce in the
countryside. But in a land as vast
as ours, where people live in scat-

FEBRUARY 1966

tered communities, it is not enough
to rely only on the supply and
marketing co-ops to handle trad-
ing; the initiative of the masses is
also needed. One new method in
this respect is for production bri-
gades and the larger production
teams to appoint one or more of
their members to act as village
purchasing or distribution agents
for the co-op. These agents work
under leadership from the local
supply and marketing co-op and
are generally active during slack
seascns or after their day’s pro-
duction duties are over.

The staffs of the rural supply
and marketing co-ops also make
the rounds of the villages. With
handcarts, carrying-poles or bas-
kets on their backs, they go right
to the production teams or the
homes of the peasants to sell their
geods and purchase farm produce,
This makes it unnecessary for the
peasants to take time out from pro-
duction. Recently city commercial
departments have also sent teams
of administrative personnel, shop
managers and shop assistants to
tour the countryside with the rural
ccmmercial workers. They are
often joined by representatives
from factories, bookshops and
health centres, making up a multi-
purpose service unit, In some
places, trade fairs to facilitate pur-

Tang Yun-ien
An autumn harvest trade fair run by
the eommercial organization in the
town of Chiangchen near Shanghai.

chasing and marketing are or-
ganized by provincial or local com-
mercial departments. These all
operate under the unified leader-
ship and planning of the state.

The members of the staff of the
supply and marketing co-op in the
Huangshantien People’s Commune
in Fangshan county near Peking
have won the affection and praise
of the local peasants for the way
they have for years been going into
the mountains with baskets on
their backs to bring goods right to
the home, taking the initiative in
serving production and taking
thoughtful care of the peasants’
everyday needs. They are called
the “pack stores”. Another varia-
tion is the “carrying-pole store”
such as the one operated by the
Chaiketa Supply and Marketing
Co-op in Shansi province, (Szz
“Serving the Mountain People” on

p. 6.)

Last year commercial organiza-
tions throughout the country
launched a movement for compar-
ing with, learning from, catching
up with, helping and surpassing
each other in the spirit of the “pack
stores”. As a result of it, many
trading units and staff members
have already been commended for
their spirit of “commerce for the
revolution”,




Wang Hsiang-yun
The “earrying-pole store” on its way (o a remote part of the Chaikeia commune.

Liu Jung-sheng (lefi), Communist Party seerefary in the Chaikeia Supply
and Marketing Co-op, displays goods he has brought to a mountain village.
Wang Wen-hsueh
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Serving th

Mountai| People

A SUPPLY and marketing co-

operative that is being cited
for the excellent way it serves the
mountain people is located in the
Chaiketa People’s Commune in
southern Shansi province, It does
much more than merely supply
means of production and consum-
ers’ goods to the peasants and
purchase their farm products,
which is the regular function of
such co-ops. Its workers take
every possible initiative to help
the commune promote its agricul-
tural and sideline production. In
this way the co-op helps to
strengthen the collective economy
and increase the peasants’ income.

Before the liberation the tree-
less mountains of Chaiketa used
to be one of the poorest places in
the province. The only people
who would live there were those
who had no future elsewhere, had
been ruined by usurious landlordsg
or had fled from famine in nearby
provinces. Eighty per cent of the
area’s 1,700 households had come
there for such reasons, The peas-
ants were too poor to have draught
animals. In an area stretching
roughly 35 kilometres from east to
west and 20 km. from north to
south, there were only one lean
horse, one mule and a few hundred
oxen. Most of the peasants had to
pull the ploughs and push the
millstones themselves, And since

LI PEI-YING works for the Shansi
Province Federation of Supply and
Marketing Cooperatives.
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there was little animal manure to
apply to the fields, the yield of
grain was less than 100 jin per mu.

Today Chaiketa is a different
place. The valleys and the moun-
tain slopes are covered with fruit
trees and forests for timber. One
can see grazing herds of well-fed
cattle and horses. In the 1964
autumn bharvest, half the area’s
production brigades achieved
yields higher than 400 jin per mu,
and they all do a thriving business
in sideline production. While this
transformation has been brought
about by the peasants’ tireless col-
lective labour, credit must also go
to the Chaiketa Supply and Mar-
keting Co-op.

Its predecessor was a consumers’
co-op established in the war-time
year 1943, when the area was an
anti-Japanese base led by the
Chinese Communist Party. In re-
sponse to the Party’s call to ‘“‘get
organized and develop production”,
the peasants formed mutual-aid
teams for farming and the con-
sumers’ co-op for purchasing what
they needed. As director of the
latter they elected Liu Jung-sheng,
who haa come there after being
ruined by a usurious landlord.
In those years, with the single
carrying-pole which was the co-
op’s initial equipment, its staff of
three repeatedly filtered through
the enemy blockade to bring back
salt, matches, cloth and raw cot-
ton from the Japanese-occupied
areas for both the local people and
the troops.
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Chu Tzu-yao (right) from the co-op’s staff shows mem-

Wang Wen-hsueh

bers of a production team how to use a new insecticide.

The peasants at that time had no
subsidiary occupations. To im-
prove their income, the co-op
helped them to develop sidelines
such as spinning and weaving, a
dye shop. a bean-noodle factory,
and blacksmith’s and carpenter’s
shops. Ever since then the co-op
staff has carried on this good tradi-
tion of doing whatever they can to
promote production and serve the
people.

Going in for Stockbreeding

After the establishment of the
Central People’s Government in
1949, the peasants decided to
develop stockbreeding as the first
step to raising agricultural produc-
tion. Members of the co-op staff
began to go with the peasants on
trips to other parts of the country
to purchase draught animals for
their mutual-aid teams. The stock
was paid for partly out of govern-
ment loans and partly with money
earned from the sidelines. In six
years the animal buyers made 18
trips to Honan and Shensi prov-
inces, Inner Mongolia and Sin-
kiang, covering 30,000 km. They
bought 700 draught animals which
became the basis for local stock-
breeding.

From 1951 on, the co-op pur-
chased only animals for breeding
purposes and encouraged the peas-
ants to increase their stock mainly
in this way rather than through

purchases. None of the peasants,
however, wanted to take charge of
mating the animals, work which
they looked down upon. Co-op
director Liu Jung-sheng himself
undertook the task, and under his
influence others followed. By 1956
Chaiketa had become a seller in-
stead of a buyer of draught ani-
mals. To date 2,700 head have
been sold and present stock num-
bers over 2,500 head, or 1.4 per
household. The Chaiketa com-
mune, which was formed in 1958,
has become one of the province’s
leading centres for breeding
draught animals. Plentiful manure
has also brought the commune a
big increase in grain production.

In 1956-57, when the local Com-
munist Party committee asked the
co-op to help the peasants develop
forestry and fruit-growing as an-
other source of income, the staff
worked with the county forestry
department in making a survey of
the soil and water resources of
Chaiketa’s 30 mountains, They
purchased large quantities of seeds
and saplings for timber trees, and
20,000 fruit tree saplings. When-
ever they made such purchases
they got the growers to teach them
methods of cultivation and graft-
ing to pass on to the peasants at
home.

Wealth in the Wilds

Several other lines of subsidiary
production grew out of the wild




plants in the mountains which the
peasants began to tap in 1956, A
survey group was formed with
workers from the supply and mar-
keting co-op, leaders of the agri-
cultural producers’ cooperatives,
experienced peasants and members
of county medical departments.
They found that 120 kinds were
usable, including oil-bearing plants,
medicinal herbs and bushes whose
twigs could be woven into baskets.
The co-op put samples on display
and taught the peasants how to
collect and process them. It con-
tracted to purchase these products
from the agricultural co-ops and
sought outlets for them with out-
side buyers.

Today the commune has over a
dozen sidelines. They account for
about half its total income,

Wherever it can, the co-op sug-
gests ways to increase regular
farm production. Once, during a
time when fertilizer was badly
needed, a member of its staff noted
that goat droppings were being left
by the wayside. The co-op pro-
posed that the goatherds and
schoolchildren be organized to col-
lect them. The co-op bought them
for sale to production teams, thus
increasing the amount of fertilizer
and affording the goatherds and
families with many children a
chance to increase their incomes.

The mountains once were over-
run with pheasants and chipmunks
which ate large amounts of the
growing grain. In 1963 the supply
and marketing co-op decided to
purchase these in order to encour-

age hunting by the peasants. In
the beginning some of the co-op
workers were afraid that they in
turn could not find buyers, and
would bear a loss. Then they made
a careful calculation. Each chip-
munk and pheasant was known to
eat about 2.5 kilograms of grain a
year. If 20,000 were killed annual-
ly, it would mean a saving of 50
tons of grain. This would be well
worth the cost of purchasing the
game, Later the co-op found that
it could sell the feathers, skins and
animal fat. Hunting teams that it
organized and supplied with guns
and shot began to go out after the
game. Today Chaiketa is no longer
troubled by great numbers of these
birds and animals.

The Friendly Co-op Man

Chaiketa’s families live in some
300 mountain hamlets linked by
narrow footpaths, so that going to
the co-op centre or branch stores
means quite a trip. To make life
more convenient for the peasants,
all the co-op workers, including
the director and Liu Jung-sheng,
who is now secretary of its Com-
munist Party group, do their stint
at visiting the mountain villages
with the most-needed goods. On
the same trip, they purchase the
sidelines products. They have all
become experts at climbing steep
mountain paths with heavy loads
hanging from their shoulder-poles,

Through these visits the co-op
staff has built up close friendship
with the mountain people. They
even know when a family is going

Sheep and cattle graze in the once-barren mountain area of Chaiketa.
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to have a wedding and when a
woman is going to have a baby,
and bring to the door what is re-
quired for the occasion. If the
peasants are busy in the fields
when a co-op worker comes to buy
their produce. they simply give
him the keys to their homes and
tell him where to find what they
have for sale. On the other hand,
when they see that the co-op
worker has too much to do or an
extra-heavy load, they step for-
ward to give him a hand.

All-rcund development of pro-
duction has given the Chaiketa
peasants great confidence in the
future opened to their region
through collective economy. Many
who had moved to the foothills or
plains have now returned. As one
said, “In the old days, we used to
look up at the mountains with a
worried expression, but now we
see treasures everywhere.”

With rise in peasant purchasing
power, the co-op’s volume of busi-
ness has increased to more than
400,000 yuan a year. It has 1,000
kinds of goods for sale, yet still
cannot meet all the peasants’
demands. Last year's sales of
180,000 yuan average out to 103
yuan per family. Along with the
thermos flasks and cotton and
woollen blankets which have for
several years been common in
many mountain households, now
even expensive items such as sew-
ing machines can be seen.

1 jin=05 kg. or 1.1 1b.
1 mu=0.06 hectare or 0.1§ acre

Wang Hslang-yun
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New Approach Yields

New Farm

THE countryside is the front line,
the institute is the rear.”
“Everything for increased farm
production.”

These watchwords guide the ac-
tions of technicians at the Chinese
Research  Institute for Farm
Mechanization.

Starting in the second half of
1964, our institute has sent more
than 100 scientists and technicians
on a planned basis to different
farming regions where they join in
commune production and do re-
search and design on farm ma-
chinery. So far they have made or
improved over 80 kinds of farm
implements and machines. 1 was
in a team with three other tech-
nicians who, like myself, had only
recently graduated, and an en-
gineer. In March of last year we
went down to the Nanliu produc-
tion brigade of Nanfan commune
in southern Shansi province.

Contradiction to be Solved

Hilly Nanliu was once the most
impoverished village in Chiang-
hsien county. Since the forming
cf the people’s commune in 1958,
the peasants had wrought tremen-
dous changes, turning ravines into
farm land and hillsides into neat
terraces. In this way they had

YUEH SHU-HSUEH, aged 27, works
at the Chinese Research Institute for Farm
Mechanization.
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Machines
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gained bigger grain and cotton
harvests from their land. The
Nanliu brigade now faced the con-
tradiction between their desire to
raise per-unit yields still higher
and the backwardness of their
farming equipment. Most of the
werk was still done by hand and
there was not enough manpower
to do it well. The practical
solution was to introduce semi-
mechanization, that is, gradually
replace manual labour with simple
machinery and pave the way for
complete mechanization later on.
Our task was to help. What was
done at Nanliu would also serve as
a guide for the stage-by-stage
mechanization of similar hilly
regions,

We lived in the peasants’ homes,
took our food from the same pots,
and worked alongside them on the
land. We were soon asked by the
brigade leaders to assist in guiding
production and the improvement
of farming practices. This gave
us ample opportunities to acquire
first-hand knowledge of farming
and to find out what the peasants
thought and what they wanted.

When we arrived, preparations
were being made for sowing cot-
ton. In the past the seed had been
placed in furrows made by animal-
drawn ploughs, seed and manure
fertilizer being spread by hand. As
a result, the seed was not distribut-

A serious discussion on how to im-
prove the wheat seeder with team leader
Chang Lai-yi (left) and veteran peas-
ant Chang Chih-an (third from left).

ed evenly. Often the depth of the
furrows varied and seeds sown too
deep down would not sprout. The
fertilizer was sifted so that it
would not weigh the cotton shoots
down. But much of it was blown
away if there was a strong wind
at sowing time. For these reasons
there were always gaps in the
rows. We decided to design a cot-
ton planter that would solve these
problems.

Theory and Practice

The theories of farm machinery
design were in our heads. But how
to apply them to actual produc-
tion? What were the character-
istics of cotton-growing at Nanliu
and what kind of planter was best
suited for local conditions? We
knew we could get the answers
only from the people. So we asked
brigade Party secretary Chou
Ming-shan, the workers of the
Nanfan Farm Machinery Workshop
who would build the machine, and
also three experienced peasants to
join us on the project. They made
suggestions eagerly. With their
help we did a first drawing, taking
the locally-popular manual drill
for sowing wheat and maize as a
model. We divided the square hop-
per into two sections, one for seed,
the other for fertilizer. The wheels
of the animal-drawn planter set in
motion chains which revolved a




gear wheel which in turn fed seed
and fertilizer through two tubes
into the soil, It was designed fto
apply 300 to 500 jin of fertilizer
and 18 to 20 jin of seed per mu,
proportions recommended by the
peasants.

When the first planter was built,
we asked well-known farmers to
test it. They pointed out several
shortcomings: it was too clumsy,
the handles were too low for a tall
man. In particular, the planter
gave a fixed distance between rows
whereas it should be possible to
vary the distance —wider rows
for irrigated fields to give plenty
of room for the larger plants with
their numerous bolls, narrower for
dry fields on the plains and nar-
rower still for the hillside ter-
races. We made changes accord-
ing to these suggestions. Then we
held a demonstration for leading
members of all five production
teams. They were pleased to see
rows of equal depth and the seed
and fertilizer distributed evenly.
Some there and then threw away
the seed-guiding tubes used in
hand sowing.

The brigade had eight of the
planters made but when they were
used on cotton fields over large
areas, some peasants got worried
because they could not see the seed
and fertilizer which, after being
dropped, were automatically cover-
ed by earth. During a break Chu
Shan-tien, the engineer in our
group, took the planter to the path
beside the field, lifted up the tubes
and over and over again showed
how the seed and fertilizer fell. He
explained patiently until all were
convinced. Then each of us went
to a production team and checked
the sowing, inspecting every row
of the 864 mu of cotton fields. The
peasants saw what had been done
and were satisfied, With the plant-
ers, sowing was finished in five
days, seven days less than pre-
viously. Immediately afterwards
rain fell. Within a few days, the
fields were green carpets.

“Never has Nanliu had such fine
cotton shoots!” commented the
pleased peasants,

This success showed us the cor-
rect way to go about our mission.

Some members of the Nanliu production brigade spray insecticide on the growing cotion.

Wang Hslang-yun

We understood fully for the first
time how important it was to live
and work with the peasants. We
cooperated closely with them and
when designing a new implement
we always went for advice to the
experienced farmers who were to
be found in every production team.

Last May when the brigade’s
1270 mu of wheat promised a
particularly fine harvest, the peas-
ants had a new worry. “How are
we going to finish the threshing in
good time?” one said. “It took us
six weeks last year, but we won't
be able to do it in two months this
year.” At Nanliu the wheat har-
vest always clashed with the need
for cultivation in the cotton fields.
Both jobs called for many hands
and the threshing had to make
way. Since rain was frequent in
the summer, the wheat could easily
be spoiled if it was not threshed in
time,

Making a Winnower

We helped the brigade draw up
a plan to mechanize the reaping,
threshing and winnowing. This
received the hearty support of the
peasants who saw how the planter
had speeded up work for them.
The brigade bought one medium-
sized and five smaller threshers of
simple construction. The provin-
cial bureau of farm machinery sent
over two horse-drawn harvesters.
A machine for winnowing was
needed, but the brigade’s funds
were limited and purchase was not
pessible. We decided to make one
ourselves. There were only seven
days until the wheat harvesting
began and we asked the deputy-
leader of the brigade if the village
had ever had a winnower in the
past. He fook us to a cave used
as a storeroom where we found the
wooden frame of an old winnower
which had belonged to a rich land-
lord before the liberation. It could
be converted into a workable
machine by adding a conveyor ang
adapting it so that it could be
driven by electric power. When
we suggested this to Party Sec-
retary Chou, he was enthusiastic.

We carried the winnower frame
to the Nanfan Farm Machinery
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Weorkshop. I too moved over there
and we began work. From steel
scrap the welders made a frame to
support the conveyor. The car-
penters made a wooden-bladed fan
and the brigade bought a conveyor
belt for 30 yuan. The electrically-
powered winnower was completed
within a week and brought back
befere harvesting began.

“Why, isn't this the old win-
newer from our village?” the peas-
ants exclaimed in pleased surprise
at the sight of the converted
equipment. It could winnow 6,000
jin (three tons) of wheat an hour.
With the aid of this and the other
machines, Nanliu finished harvest-
ing in two weeks. Not only was
there no loss, there was actually
time for the grain to be threshed a
second time and this brought in an
additional 30,000 jin of wheat! In
the past this grain had been lost.

Toward the end of harvesting,
the commune management com-
mittee crganized a successful dem-
onstration of mechanized harvest-
ing at Nanliu, inviting the brigade
Party secretaries and production
leaders to watch. The aim was to
stimulate interest and encourage
people to think in terms of
mechanization.

Later we designed more ma-
chines. To improve wheat sowing
we built a horse-drawn five-row
seed drill for ordinary fields and
a three-row drill for the small hill-
side plots. Kao Kuang-chun, leader
of the No. 5 production team, drag-
ged the three-row drill round in a
circle and exclaimed in delight:
“Ien’t this wonderful! Machines
even on hillsides. I can already
see a big harvest next year.” Last
August, all 1,300 mu of Nanliu's
wheat fields were sown with new-
type drills. Altogether, 300 of the
drills were distributed in Chiang-
hsien county. We also designed a
simple earth tamper and a clod
crusher, which greatly saved
labour in the reclaiming of gullies
and the levelling of fields.

Life’s Aim Seen More Clearly

After we had been with the
Peasants for several months, we
developed a deep affection for
them, and they for us. We often

FEBRUARY 1966

visited their homes, asking advice
on farm work and listening to
them compare their life today with
that befcre the liberation. We be-
came Nanliu people ourselves and,
like the commune members, our
main concern was how the crops
were coming along.

Last year rust appeared in the
wheat fields and fungicides had to
be applied immediately. The five
of us and two young people from
the village formed a team and got
the brigade’s 45 sprayers into
woerking order in quick time. Then
we showed the peasants how to
use them to the best advantage.
After 20 days of continuous effort,
we finally brought the rust under

control.

Before the wheat harvest we
helped the villagers to relocate
1,000 metres of high-tension and
1,500 metres of low-tension power
lines. This was done to meet the
growing demand for electricity as
a result of increased mechaniza-
tion, and the new locations fit in
with Nanliu’s long-range plan for
laying out a new village. The
power network was also extended
to No. 5 team on a hillside a con-
siderable distance away. We later
converted the hand-operated equip-
ment in the flour mill and the
bean noodle and beancurd work-
shops to electric power.

We helped the brigade to form
a mechanics’ group, and set up a
night school where we taught the
educated young people such sub-
Jjects as simple mechanics, mechan-
ical drawing, the proper use and
care of farm machines and imple-
ments, and basic knowledge about
rural electrification.

Close to a year’s stay in the
countryside broadened our outlook
and also made us better revolu-
tionaries and better technicians.
Speaking about what we have
gained, Chu Shan-tien said: “When
we did our work at our desks, it
took us at least one year, some-
times four or five, to finally decide
on a model for a farm machine.
And we used to think there was
nc other way! What a difference
when we feel the urgency of the
need for machines just as the peas-
ants do and understand the actual
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Ko Hsin-teh

The machine speeds up
threshing of the wheat,

Pleasant interlude while helping com-
mune members install a water pump.

conditions under which they have
to be used. This three-way co-
operation of technicians, workers
and peasants is the best way for
both preducing good machines and
training capable technicians.” As
for us four recent college grad-
uates, this time in the countryside
not only pointed the way for our
research in the future but, more
important, made us see more clear-
ly the aim which we have set our-
selves in life —to serve whole-
heartedly our country’s 500 mil-
lion peasants and contribute all we
can to the modernization of China’s
socialist agriculture,
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