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A vivid record of life in 

old and new China by a 

man with 25 years' ex­

perience in this country-

4o BaH~a! 
(We HatJe a Way!) 

I 

' I by REWI ALLEY 

... shows why 
the people of China, one quarter of mankind, 
had to get rid of their old corrupt rulers and 
build a new society. 

l93 pp, illustl'ated, US$1.00 
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·-----------·--------· 
LETTERS 
From the People 
C11 1111111 · 11l 1t fr11ni l't•11dc1 tt 1111 c· 11r11•11f 

top l1·tt ur lj 1•ord/11llv l11vl1t ·d ; lh• ·lr 
1iph1l11llH, lt lfW\'Vrl', do 11••1. JIC 'l'f"Ji1illrtly 

r1·11n H1 · 11t t li u vl 1•wtt o f 111 4' l' h111u 
Mm1tldu U v11l111u 

---------------------
In lht· J>a NI HOv•· r·ul 1uunllHi, rlu· 

1l t11Ji 11 111 how r·•···••jv,•d n111ut•1·011 " 
co1npl ni n tr. f nun "lll>Nn·i lw n in 
du· l JSA l't'J>orrinJ.: u n un11 N11aJl y 
1.tri,w 1111111lu·r uf 1ui1tHi 11 1: cupi ea. 
More n ·cl'nlly, the n111nb1•r nf 
cnu1plninlH 1111 11 rific•n 1i:n·nlly. 
Cn n Hc•q 1w11rl y, we• sc· n1 n lt ·ll e r 10 
all 11 11h<in·i lw rH in :\111t> r i, ·11 u .. kin~ 
lf1C•1n to rt·porl rn1M111~ copi t• t1, 
nnd nfft·ri nu: In n<lju•f tltf'ir Huh· 
nc riprionfi nn·cu·dinfi,ll y. Jn tlu· 

p ru1 t ft•w we•·k H "''' lrn vt• n•t·t·iv, ·d 
AC"•v ,·rn l cln :t1•11 IPttt•r·H in n n AWL'r . 
J-ft..-1• i lll u Hn 111plin u of dwm : (Jn 
v i1·w of fh1• 11t1110H1>'1 Cn· c urrt•ncl y 
pr<'vnilina i11 the• l Jni lc·d S1a11°H, 
Wfl h a\ 'c• r..Jr it iHfvi,.1flft• In i<fc•f> · 
rify tf.,. wr-ir e r·H hy tlu·i r inirjnf"I 
on lv.--Fd i10 1 ) . 

Cl\LlrORN Ill 

I .1111 l.11<11 111 . 1 r11111 1/11• 1 c1! p.1p1·1 •, .111d 

•,1 11111·Lh1111J 11ew Ill lh<: Wf.J I Id,. to cause 

folh 1•verywl1t r 1· lo ~It up 1111d Wt 
11011ce A Hi11ller Powr.r 1h.in mo1t 
~ 111 . w 1·. qllllt· cerl.1111/y .d w111k, and 
will 1 1111 l 1rn1r .do11q 1h.1t l111 e . 

I'. M 

r.1 rvr1 /IND, OH IO 

I h.1 v1· 111·v1·r t r· celw·rJ rury copies 
I t w<HJ ld /11• u·.1· 11",', i111d 1~v1 · 11 11•11Kollc 

1 , 111q11111 · lfr,11 re p t 1·v:.11u1 1·idsts 
I 111 il.1v 11111 .1 lru•ll(J ,1hrn 1d ".•·11111· your 

111 ,l!Jd/l/l l ' .illd fllolll ll I O l lW rtJU1 

y111 J wil l h.i vi· two rc,1d c r •1 ! IJ1 · •i f ~! OOd 

/w.u I . 1111· 11· t', 11n·.il pr IJIJ • 1·"" In 
' . j 111f• o r .. . dl oh~t.1 c lc~. 

!1 G 

HONOLUL U, T.lf . 
W, ·11 , l <1cJ.1y I lot.me! mil wl1 y thtrc'~ 

linr1 ·.uc II n lo11q rlel.iy '.J t' l I 11 1· 1 lht 
R• ·v1rw . <.ilkd C1i\ l 11111'l .111d they 
told 111t· to 1.111 Ila.· p o'l t o f11 r 1• /\·· r,1ust 

I hr· '.ol1r1 1 or 111 W.1-.ld111Jln11, .dttr 
c•, .111 1111 11111 tlu· R1·v1rw, louml It t o con­

l.1111 p11h l 1f. d P'''f'•''J·llld.1 , ht 
d 1·1 l.111·d 11 111 .1 d1111 :.·.d i lc to 11 11· rnJll . 
r!r I 11 1dy Ill . ii , lint l/ ll'y ' vt· rJ ,- ·.lruycd 

1 lw 111.1 •1 .1111 11 ", 1rn li . 111d . I .1 ·.~ 1·d why 

tluy 1wvn 1nl n 111wd 111 t of th.ti l llcy 
d 1111 t 111f o 1rn ll lf• .1tJd1t''.'.1·1·, tlw , to ld 

flt.tt/ , 1/111 1", 

tl t1' 111 1111 l !J 

~(J r l1 ,1v .. 

il nd p;t '.°' 
1111· 111h, .ifld 

1111 1 k1 •pl ;1 SUBSCRIPl ION RATES 
I lw.1· I l11 ·f k 
h ,IVI ' /)1 •1 I ' 

ll ow1· v1·r , I 

your .J1111t• 

,\1.1: Al1111tli• 

Chi11u 
1 ..... 111 · . 11 1d Ii i. it '.1·1· 11 1'> t o 

hr tltr l.1 ·. 1 11 111· I 11• 

c 1·1v1·rl II wd/ .di wo1 k 

Ulll 111 I 11111• , .t11d whdr• 

Wt• , 111• ul IHl'', 1· 111 •,IJ/1 11 ' 

wll.it ·· 11 11111l1 ·c l' ' hcrr, It 

S!111l1·11 t 1~.r t e~ 
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li! l llMA 
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propaganda and lies. Wishing you 
every success in your light to inform 
the world as to the true conditions in 
China today. 

T. A K. 

* 
LOS ANGELES 

All issues have been received and 
enjoyed. We congratulate you on 
getting out a very fine publicat ion both 
techn ica lly and especial ly as to con ­
tent. We thank yQu for a good job. 

M. F. 

* • • 
FLORIDA 

I ordered your magazine in March 
but I have not received one copy t~ 
date. Am very much interested in 
Nhat is tak ing place in China, econo­
mically and socially, and I do hope I 
wi 11 receive my copy of your magazine. 

M . E. C. 

~---o.~o~:;:-----j 
l GERMAN REPORT ! 
I a fortnightly publish-

' 1 ed by John Peet, 
I chronicles develop-
1 ments in the German 
I Democratic Republic. 
I 

I Subscriptions at 
I Guodzi Shudian, 38 
I Soochow Hutung, I 
I Peking I l _________________ J 
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PENNSYLVIANIA 

We wish to advise you that we ha~ 
received nothing since December 1951. 

A col lege 

* • * 
ll.LINOIS 

The last issue we received wa s the 
November 1951 issue. We have re­
ceived no issues since then and would 
greatly appreciate it 1f it will be 
possible for us to have this publ ication 
sent to us again . 

A public library . 

* • 
CAL IFORNIA 

Some thing has stopped my rece iving 
the Review magazine. The last issue 

I received was for August 1952. My 
magazine "Soviet Union" has also 

slopped. Don't we have a devil of a 
t ime gett ing informat ion from behind 

the " bamboo" and " iron curtain" 
C. L. M. 

• • 
OREGON 

I was glad to get your letter and to 
know that you too realized something 
was mighty peculiar abou t the way the 
Review was corning through so irre­
gularly. 

When I didn ' t get four issues in a 
row, I made a fuss with my local post­
office, but they assured me that they 
had never heard of it and wouldn't 
hold up any of my mail. I guess they 
hadn't. Must have been some people 
far more important than they to take 
this l iberty with our personal mail. 

And it must be that your magazine 
is gelling better and better if they 
feel so strongly about our not reading ' 
it! 

~a Monthly Review 

Put rne down for another year. One 
way to get my back up is to tell me 
I'm not supposed to read certain ma­
ter ial. It always makes me go to all 
pains to read it, so I hope you can 
find some way of getting your magazine 

here regularly. We must know what ' s 
going on in that great country Ch ina 
if we are to have peace, and your 
magazine is the onl' reliable source 
I' ve seen so far . 

A. S. 

r
------·----------------------------, 
Letter to Subscribers in the USA I 

I 

I DPar Friends: 

Since we first wrote asking you to report missing 
copies, we have solved the "mystery." Several subscri­
bers have reporte<l the results of thei1· investigations. 
Here is what one reader in California writes: 

"The US postoffice has confiscated and destroyed all 
copies it has been able to spot. It has done thi s under 
18 Code 1717, a regulation containing a number of un­
r<'pcaled war-time res trictions. An inquiry to the 
postoffice as to what specifically was objectionable in the 
Hr vine brought forth the comment: 'This information 
is for postoffice employees only.'" 

Among the types of material considered unmailable 
under this code are publications urging treason , insurrec­
tion, and so on. 

1one of the objections listed could be twisted to ap­
ply to the R eview. This explains why the US postoffice, 
wh en pushed for a definite explanation, attempts to de­
fend its action by saying that the reason cannot be made 
public. This is thought control , pure and simple. 

U npopularity with officiald om is not a new ex­
perience for us, although this is the first time the Review 
ha s experienced difficulties g-etting into the United 
State~. An American-owned mag-azine established in 
Shangha i in 1917, the Review has always done its 
hcst to report accurately developments in China. 
As a result we are accustomed · to trouble. In the 
'twenties when we editorially endorsed the Nation­
alist movement as opposed to the regional war­
lord regimes, we encountered opposition from the foreign 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I , 
I 

I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I (Continued on following page) L_ ___________________ _ 
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:---------------------~---
: Letter to subscribers . . . -------------1 
I t I . / I l ~~~ e~i:i~tce~·e~~~ 1 :~.y~ hina which preferred to see a weak I 

l
: Chin~n i:~~ ' t~~~;t~:~I woefoJtllposed the Japanese i1;vasion of I 

J ie coming Pacifi w . I apanese government banned tlw R , ; ", c ·. a1. The 
I from the mail s and even t ,. d t £ v,£ '.1, seized copies 
f r th 11 e o assassinate the d·t 
I n e post-war pericd the R C1·ic · " . e I , 1-. 

and degradati on of c'11· J' .' lt cportcd the corruption I 
I iang 'a1-s 1el"s 1·egi 1 I f 
I saw ib ignominious defeat A ,.' . ' . ne anc orl'- I 
I heads with Chiang- ·rnrl 1 :. ·., l~,trn, \\e were at loggc>r-
1 F . ' .11s .-,.1.1encan supporte rs. 
I 01 the past three and a half . . . . I 
I carrri1w . 1 . . ~ca 1 s "e have been 

l 
. ., on as u'ua -g1 nng- our ho t . I new China . ·t' · nes estimation of thP 

th· , . t epo1 mg the tremendo us achievements which 
I is eountry ha s made and is m· k . . I with hos tility by the same oid £·~ :,~~- Aga111, we are me t 
I truth. Th e R cril'll' is cunenth· lo . those who fear the . 
I British colonial authoriti ~ . . Janned 111 Malaya by th " 1' 

I 
puppet Yos hida regime ca.n'd 111 apan by the American 
j . t ., · - no\\' in the un·t d St I 

c IS r1uut1011 is intei ·J'e rn j "ti 1 
1 e ' ate.' f 

f 'l " 1 1 iv ·1 govern t h · ears lest its people !ea r f ·
1 

'. men w 1ch 
part of the world-su' h 11 a (Jew fJas1c truth s about thi ' 

t Jr .. · , · a s ic aet that China ha 
1 l og1. ess n e and hones t go,·ernment for h . . . s. a I 

l 
its hi s tory s uch as !lie f t f A . t e fi1 st tune 111 f 
111 h orea and Ch ina . ' n ire1 m warfa re• 
• p • ' ac s o 1ncrica . 

1 I We have yet to tr · ·1 
and do not . . , in1 our sa1 s to prevailing winds 1 

I report the Jt ' ~o:sc to do s.o now. \Ve s hall continue to 
eve opments here as we hone ti J 

and \\'e shall continue to . 1. s Y see them 
your copy cf the R cric1. _mah,e every effort to see tha t I 

1 reac cs ycu. 
You can help b\· 1 . l t. . f 

f t ·f . . · 110 cs 111g this arbitrary offi ,· 1 · I 
I e1 e1 ence with the R c1•i«11· to . . 1c1a 111- I 
I the Pos tmaster General in W '~~1~u postma,ster and to 

I
I ment 's action is illegal an 1 . · mgton. 'I he govern- I 

.1 - is s 1ong enough w h. 
aminaticn. If the 11rote•t '. tat11·not withstand public ex- 1 

l 
\q I have no alternative but to resc in . , as mgton 
faith m our peop le ~nd ai· . d it. We have great 

I allow officialdom to p"' ut 1'1 · e lconvmced that they will no t 
1 . " ' inters on them to de ·d 1 I is su itable" for them to i·ead and th. k , c1 e w iat I 
I in . f 

L_ ----- THE EDITORS'. I 
----------------------..! 

Jl8 
China Monthly Review 
~ 

-The Month in Review 

Sta !ling the 

Peace Talks 

e Stalling the Peace Talks 

• Sino-Soviet Friendship 

fOR months peace in Korea 
has been held up by one 

single issue, the return of 
prisoners of war. The issue 
has become buried in terms such 

as "forcible repatriation," "Yoluntary repatriation," 
and "human rights," and in the meantime the war con­
tinuc'g, HoweYer, there is a s imple chi ld's game called 
"supposing" that might help straighten this out. 

"S11rpnsing" the shoe m ?re on the other foot. 
What if it were the Korean and Ch inese side that claim­
ed half the American prisoners in their hands refused 
to return home? "Supposing" they further claimed 
that a great number of their captives had tattooed 
them selves with anti-US slogans, and had signed state­
ments in blood that they refused to return to the US 
and their families? How would the American publi·~ 
rrnct to claims such as these? 

Carrying this a little further, "supposing" official 
Korean and Chinese reports stated that American 
p;·isoners of war had committect suicide in camps whir:h 
had been set aside for prisoners who do not want to 
go back to the US and that there had been numerous 
riots and demonstrations in the course of which several 
hundred American prisoners O\'er tne past year or 
more have been killed and wound ed b.v their guards. 
[On November 29, 1952, the pro-UN International 
Rect Cross Committee disclosed that "a total of 13,814 
Communist prisoners of war . . . had died in UN 
hands between the outbreak of the Korean war and the 
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end of 1%1."] 

"Supposing" that Korean and Chinese guards an­
nounced that they had been "forced" to kill a number of 
"fanatic" American POW's who had insisted on singing 
the "Star Spangled Banner" on last July 4? This is 
what happened last October 1 to Chinese prisoners of 
war in American hands when they tried to celebrate 
their Nationa l Day. 

Wh~t would the American people say if Korean 
and Chmese genera ls and high government officials 
stated they wi ll not "d ri ve American prisoners of war 
back at the point of a bayonet;" yet, at the same time, 
the number of prisoners killed or >rnunded in POW 
camps averaged at least six a day in the last three 
months of 1952, as was the case with Chinese and 
Korean pr isoners in US hands ·1 Would the American 
people not ~e ·justified in belie\·ing that extreme pres­
sure was bemg used to try to make American prisoners 
say they do not \\'ant to µ:o home'? 

If the shoe were on the other foot, would not the 
~meric~ns incl_ign~nt!y point 011t that no self-respect. 
mg nat1011. \\'h1ch JP. undefeated on the battlefield, could 
agree to the opposing side's holding- bark prisoners of 
war! 

THE record is a\·ailab le for all who want to see it. 
Th e Koreans and C'hinese are standing by the 

G~neva C'01wention of 1949 which stipulates that a ll 
pnsoners must be returned to their homeland. The 
US, meanwhile, insists that all United Nations prison­
ers be returned and in exchange they will release part 
of the Korean and Chinese troops they hold. 

Despite occasional grumblings by their "allies" 
the Americans have used their toµs.v-turvy stand to 
prolon!! the ~~· ar. The war in Korea could be stopped 
immediately 1f the American negot iators were of a mind 
tu do so. But by their actions, in complete disregard 
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of the majority of the American people who in a Gallup 
Poll voted for an end to the Korean war, they have 
shown they want to continue the war. . .. 

For the American people the hour 1s cntical. 
While there is still time the people of the US must sta~d 
up and demand that. the pi;isoner of war hoax be dis­
carded and a peace signed 111 Korea. 

Sino-Soviet 

Friendship 

THE relationship between China 
and the SoYiet Union has be­

come a faYorite subject for Wes­
tern political analyists, who pro­
Yide a new interpretation or 

explanation with almost each passing week. 
It is not unusual to pick up a copy of one of the 

maj or British or American papep and see, i~1 the v_ery 
same issue, two contradictory analyses of this relatwn­
ship. One may say that the latest indications are th_at 
a split between the two countries is in the offing, while 
the ot her will, in just as authoritative a tone, declare 
that all evidence points to China's colonization by the 
Sovi l't Union . 

.' ince the recent month-long celebration of Sino­
So\·i et Friendship Month in this country and in ~he 
So\·irt Union, the usual flurry of such speculative 
stories has turned into a virtual snow storm . And, as 
usual. there are about as many explanations as there 
are explainers. 

Why is it that the Western pundi~s _are so pre­
occupied with this subject? And why 1s 1t that they 
produce such a welter of conflicting theories? 

There are many reasons, but two stand out most 
sharply : 1) So long as China and the Soviet Union 
(and, of course, the Eastern European people's demo­
cracies) maintain a close friendship, the prospects for 
a Western victory in a possible third world war are 
pretty hopeless. Thus, the great interest in looking 
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for signs of a possible rupture in this friendship. 
2) Starting out with the premise that all inter­

national relations must be based-as are those between 
the United States, Britain, France and the rest of the 
Western allies--on power politics, on the dictates of 
narrow self-interest, the pundits are unable to visualize 
a situation where real harmony actually exists between 
sovereign powers. 

Thus, we see Western obsel'\'ers refusing to ac­
cc-pt a speech by fl Chinese or Soviet government official 
on the friendly relations of the two countries at its face 
value. Likewise, this exr,lains \\"hy the various treaties 
and agreements signed between China and the Sodet 
Union arc put uncler a microscope in Western capitals 
to "determine their real meaning." And why, \\"hen 
no "signs of conflict-" can be detected in the documrnts 
themsel\'es, it is a utom;tically charged that there must 
be secret clause8. 

Western obsen-ers, in this respect, are not unlike 
the three blind men who examined an elephant and 
then gave their de8criptions of it. The one who grab­
bed the tail insistecl that it \\·as much like a rope, the 
one ,,·ho felt the trunk declared it to be a tree-like affair, 
while th e third. who fr lt one side of the animal, insis ted 
that it \\·as nothing but a big \\·all. 

BUT what is the actual situation? It is relativrly 
simple. An unprecedented degree of friendship d<'es 
exist bctwern C'hina and the Sm-iet Union. The Soviet 
Union is the world's first social ist state and Ch ina is a 
new people's drmocracy starting out on the road to 
sociali sm. It thus logical ly follows that they have a 
large community of interests. The Chin ese people 
naturally wish to profit by the experience gained by the 
Soviet people during the past 35 years. 

There is a further bond which unites the two 
peoples. Both operate on the basis of constant­
geometric-expansion of production. Anything which 
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. t ·rferes with this is undesirable so both desire peace 
mb ( . , all China for instance, must double and re-
a O\ c · • . ·h b me a rlouhk her inclustnal base before s e can eco 
socialist country. . . " 

Consequently, the last th111g 111 the world these c~O 
. ,., .. , . a new war or cYen an armamcn s counlrll'S 11 es11 e is < • • d r 

. E\'('J'\' new soldier means .Just one less p10 uce , 
~~-~~- ·, - tank 'or airplane mea~1s ju~t one less tractor or 
piP<: l". of construction machmcry. 

\\"hile doing th eir utmost to promote peace a:id 
amid \rar, both countries are acutely a\\:are that d~~p~e 
h . I ·t effoi·t" \\·ar may yet be thrust upon e . t e1r Jes ·'• · · · - · The 

Tb. r So,·ict Union has had two maJor experiences . ~ 

all.il ·rl i nten·ention after the First World War and b "~~ 
N·1zi in,·asion during the Second World War wtehre f o 

' · t t h ge by- force e orm oiwnlr announced attemp s o c an . 
1 of t!.,;,·ernment chosen by the Soviet peop e . 

. China, despite the fact that its ~Je~ple's den:ocrac~ 
l·s onl·. three vears old, has also had s1~111lar experhiences. 
• J J h ·v 1 R 'er and t e an­M · . ,\ ·thur's march to t e La u I\ 

nc ·': 1~:c~d intention to establish a "buffer z?ne" ~~cl: i~~ 
of ( 'hinese territory, the frequen~ !--merica~ an ra 
( l bombings) on Chinese cit1e~ and \ dlages, th_e 
a Ill _g-Prm · · - - f Ch - Ka1-1;s protection, support and _dll'ect10n o iang 

~h l: k's remnant regime on Taiwan. . . 
A common desire for peace and a cleterm111at10_11 
. . d l the political and economic tn protect and furt!"ler eve op 'd tt t to 

h e from outsi e a emp s f'Y ~tems they have c os n b cl between 
change them thus constitutes a further on 
th e Chinese and Soviet peoples. . - . . 

BUT what are the concrete express10ns of Chmese-

So,·iet friendship? · . Sino Soviet 
The most recent was the cel_ebr~t10n of h- visit 

Friendship Month, \rhich 'ms ~ighhghtedl tby t e ade 
to China of a 300-member Sone_t cultura roupe m 
up of ranking performers in various fields. The troupe, 
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divided into several 't 
performing before a r~~~ sd ~~ured the entire country 
of some 20.000,000 peopl/ eater and radio audienc~ 

Recently we h d 
f h . a a personal look t h 

o t is relationship durin . . ~ anot er aspect 
(~~kden) .and nearby Fusht~ ~ v1~1t .to Shenyang 

m111111g complex in Ch. , N , a ma1or industrial and 
~rea repeatedly descri~~~ ~ ort~ea.st (Manchuria)' an 
Ing been torn from Ch. Y W es~e1 n observers as ha v­
Soviet Union. ma and Incorporated into the 

We found no Soviets t 
wise, only Chinese '"ho o ' ~mmygun-toting or other-

' .. ccup1ed all 't· of ordinary workers f pos1 10ns from that 
and mill managers a'ndoroeffim~nl a~cl engineers up to mine 

· . Cla S 111 th · 
co.mmrn:<;1ons and bureaus. All e various economic 
tnbution to th e product' spoke of the area's cun-
of China-not the SovietJO~n~~'. economic developm ent 

In fact, about all we 
with the Soviet Union saw tha~ had any connection 
t . t was machrneru tru k b 'ac ors, threshers and the lik J' c s, uses, 
tool factory we inspected f c. One large machine 
W .th . . ' or example was . 

I a comb111ation of Ch' ' , equipped 
While many of the l th mese and Soviet machin0s. 
Ch . a es and other h" 

ma mad e, most of the hr er mac mes were 
machinc tools were mode Sc _g • more complicated 

A. . . rn ov1et models 
. s ctn American cconomist wh . 
i actory with us said, "If the S~vi o ~vent through the 
to co~onize China, she'd hard] ~t Un_10,n really pla.nned 
inachmes like these." A A Y ~ g1vmg .the Chmese 
"This is just the kind of s~uff mer~~an engmeer added, 
country get itR hands o ' , Tvhou never let a colonial 
t' d . n. at one the " h mue , pointing to a com lex . . re, e con-
co:ner of a lRrge work r~om· ~~~; occupy.mg one entire 
bemg turned out on an bl .e machme tools were 

b assem Y lme basis " h a out a dozen jobs and . · ·, can andle 
itself." · is worth a small fortune in 

Another indication of h 
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their relations with the Soviet Union is the frequent 
praise one hears of Soviet technicians who have made 
such a great contribution to China's rapid economic 
progress during the past three years. In Shenyang and 
Fushun, in Nanking and all along the Huai River, work­
ers and engineers were always pointing to this or that 
and saying that a refinement or a new design suggested 
by a Sodet adviser Sa\·ed such and such an amount of 
steel or .cement, . reduced the construction time by so 
man y days, and so on. 

As with the pudding, the proof of which is in the 
eating, so it is with Sino-Soviet relations. The Chinese 
are obviously well satisfied and that's that. Just as 
th e pundits waste th eir time in analyzing each and 
evl'r,V speech in their hunt for inflections and hidden 
mc>anings ·which aren't there, so the Voice of America 
wastes its breath bemoaning the Chinese people's sad 
plight now that they have fallen victims to "Soviet im­
perialism." The Chinese people, as a result of long 
personal experience, believe that they know imperialism 
wh en they see it-and they are convinced that the im­
perialism they now see rides on the tanks and bayonets 
of the American soldiers in Korea, rather than on the 
tractors and machine tools coming from the Soviet 
Union. 

COVER PICTURE 

"Emergency Rcp•irs on the Yalu River Bridge," a woodcut 
by Tseng Liang-chu. 
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The Tyrant Is Tamed 
RAY GARDNER 

JN ol d China there were three tyrants oppressi ng and im-
pove ri shing- the people: Chiang Kai-s hck, imperialis m and 

the Huai River. All the world kno11·; what happened to Ch iang 
and the imperialist s. Now what lll'l'ds to . be tol<l is the ,tory 
of what has happened to the H uai I:i YC r , of how it is !ici ng 
trans form ed from tyrant in to a 'en·a nt of th C' people. 

Th e tam ing o ( the !Iuai was acco111p!ishcd in the ,ame 
manner as the defeat of Chiang: by mou ili zing th e workers and 
peasants and by utilizing the special skill s of intellectual s :i nd 
technician s. Ju st as th e people, in the bcginni11g, used 1he 
most s imple wea pons and cn:n thei r bare hand s, to fight the 
well-armed Chiang, so hm·e they used th e mos t rudimentary 
equ ipm ent to conqu er the Hua i. In Lo th ins tances, the spir it 
of the people ha , more than mad e up for the lack of modP rn 
equipm ent. 

In two years, l 0,000 ,000 work<·rs and pea~ants, under the 
guidance of engi nee rs and technicians, ha\·e defeated the fl uod 
menace of tlw Huai , reclaimed rnst t racts. of fertil e land ;1n d 
created an enormous network of dams, r ese rvoirs, dikes, irriga· 
lion canals a nd inland \\' aterwa~-, fo r transport. 

\\" ith ha nd s ho,·els they ha w dug- mountain s of ea rth and 
ha ve ca rr ied th e eart h away, not in trucks or with uull-doZl'rs, 
but in sma ll Ga skets, s lung Chim·:'c s tyle on either end of a 
pole. Not only tru cks, hut e\·e n wh ee lbarrows ha\·c l1een scarce. 

W ith a party of peace dclcgatC's fro m seven nati ons, I had 
a three-day look at the Hu a i Ri YCr project , ·aw compl eted dam s 

RAY GARDNER. a m rmor r of the Canadian dekga ti o n to t'1< 
Asian and Pac ifi c Re~ions Peace Confcrrnc-c, i!<I .'.l f orn1 er new:; ed itr-r 
of the Vanco11 vl' r S1111 . A m Wfpa1>erman for th e P" >I 1 5 y~a rs, !\fr. 
Gardner was (in 1947) the first C 1nadian winn('r of the Lord Kem s­
ley E!'1pire .Sd1 ola r<!1ip in J cn rnalism. H ,. is at pr(>sent sccr<'tary o f 
the British Columbia P <' :tc<" Council. 
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and waterways and watch ed t housands of men (and so_me 
women) at work on dam and ship lock s ites. Weeks earher, 
ve had a ll scrambled over the Great Wall of Ch rna outside 
~ekin g-. Now we are prepared to say that if the Grea_t Wall 
is one, uf the Seven Wonders of the World then the Huat River 
proj~rt is the eighth and n in th wonders . 

Jn a river boat we trave lled down a wi de. can_al , the North 
Kiang-' u Ca nal , which stretc hes from lOG miles rnl a nd to the 
sea an d which, when locks a rc fi nis hed , will take Loats of 900 
ton s. An army of peasants, 1,300,000 strong-, dug this great 
di tch i.Jy hand in 85 working day s •. taking turn s at the work so 
their land might a lso be tilled . Thi s canal , we fou nd , has almost 
as 111 anv uses as thosl' new- fangl ed vacuum cleaners th ey arc 
alwa)·s ·tryi ng to se ll us at home, in the. States and Canada . 
It ;, not on ly an important part o( the mland transpo rtat10~ 

~yslt'm, uut will control fl ood-waters and ll1 all _sea sons w1" 
pro,·idc irrigation fo r a large area of formerly and farm land. 

Al\O THER day we watched the excavation work ~n a n~v 
da m s ite, called San Ho. This was the most amazmg sce .. e 

I cn·r expec t to encounter. Here were G0 ,000 men .a nd wome_n 
at ,,·o rk-the population of a medium-s ized Ca nadi a n city, 1f 
you like- all in one area, s maH . enough that almost th e whole 
of it was in one's range of vi s ion at one time. 

Fortv thousa nd were at work di gging thi s huge ditch with 
ordinary. shove ls and carry ing the earth away in baskets .. They 
wor kC'd with such ene rgy th e~· seemed to buzz. Those with t he 
baskets ca rried the earth at a dog t ro t fro m the botto m of the 
exc:wation to the crest of it s embankments, chantrng folk -l abor 
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s.ongs as they trotted, much as the Volga boatme 
lighten their labor. The difference is that th n once M?g to 
happ fid t ese songs stnke a y, co n en note and are not the dolef l I 
unwilling worker. u ament of the 

To desc ribe thi s sce ne of 60,000 men at . . 
enthusias m, th e whol e s ite teeming with men o:o\~' with such 
seemingly neve r getting in one a nother's wa - t e mo~e, y:t 
one is tempted to fa ll !Jack on an easy fi y fo desc1 ibe tt 
say •t n . igure 0 speech and 

I was 'cc a gigantic ant hill . swa1·ming with life. 

. The figure is in many ways apt, except that it sli ·ht. h 
dignity of the men whom we found to be pro ud of th~r ~v~r e 
and, above all , extremely conscious of its soc ia l pui·pose 'J' h k 
were not t T d · · · ese 

II . me~ .0 1 Ing gru gtngly for some remote boss; they were 
a quite a\\a1e that th ey are working for them se lves. I 
pa:t, nca 1 ly a ll had suffered dreadfull y from the t . n. th~ 
Chiang Kai -s hek and the Huai Ri \'er and now al I y1 anni o 
rea ped substantial benefits from th e harncss{ng r::C i~e th~~a~.ad 

It wa8 a bright sunny day, the d.ay of our vis it, with a 
slight breeze and all over th e ·'am 
fl u s ite brightly colored silk T~gs, ~ann crs a nd penn a nts s napped bn skl y in th e breeze 

ese ags and banner s we1 e the sy mbol of their enthu siasm. 
th ey had been won in th f II • 

e n enc Y emu la t ion competi tions a111ong t he men and women. 

. J\lilho~s of voluntc<•r paid workers are on t'1 e Hu,.i 
R~ver P.roJect. At le ft, civilian workers on the Lan 
Rive r. dike. '~enter picturr sh ows som e of the hea \·y 
machine ry being used at a reservoi r site. 

We walked down · the embankment on one side, wound our 
way through the crowds of men on the floor of the valley and 
along the breast·works on the opposite side. The men were 
delighted to see us , and the work would stop as they threw up 
their ha nds, jumped into the air and let go with mighty cheers. 

Often we'd stop to shake hands and to leap up and down 
with th e workers in a sort of spontaneou s, j oyful dance. Like 
all the Chinese people who have found new dignity and con­
fidence in their liberation , these men wo uld g rasp our hands 
with firm ness and meet our g la nces with friendly, Jiappy smiles. 
In a word, they beamed. 

It was on th is site that we saw the only piece of heavy 
equipment we were to see during our whole tour of the Huai, 
a modern steam shove l. In the shadow of this shovel, we saw 
the prim itive, but effective way in which the loose earth on 
the embankments is pounded firm. Thi s was done with a heavy 
(220-pound ) round stone to which were attached eight ropes 
of equal length . With the ropes, eight men would throw the 
stone high ove r their heads and then let it crash down on the 
earth. Thi s they would do to a rhythmic chant, punctuated by 
the drum-beat-like thud of stone on ea rth . 

Given time, the Chinese peop le will have heavy modern 
equipment to do work like this. But to wait for equipment now 
would be to surrender millions of people for many years to the 

People's Liberation Army men are also participating 
in the project. Picture at right shows an engineer ex­
plaining the theories of a generator to PLA men, who 
are getting technical training on the job. 
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tyranny of fl ood a nd famine. 

* 
The Hsi Fo 

River, one of 
the im portant 
tributaries of 
the Huai River, 
was r('cc nll r 
dredged. 

* 

In every Westerner's n:ind'~ -eyc picture of the old China, 
famine looms in the foreground agains t a background of fl ood. In 
the new China famine is unkn uwn (there is, in fact, an exportable 
surplus of rice) as a resu lt of land r efo rm and water conservancy. 

THE 1-Iuai is the !arges t_ I.Jut only one of many large water 
consc1 \·ancy JH'OJects either completeu or no\\' under way. 

In the va s t three years , 20,0UO,UUU people have taken part in 
these projects a nd t he amount of earth they have moved eq uals 
t he digg ing of 23 Suez Ca nal:;. 

I ha\·e a whok notel.Jook crammed \Yith astronomical statis· 
tics and comp::u isons suc h as thi ~ : "The amount of earthwork 
already accomplished, if built in to an embankment one yard high 
and one yard wide, would encircle the globe 43 times at the 
equator." 

The Hu ai projfi!ct, begun in the winter of 1950 and to be 
completed in 1955, will bring immeasurable l.Jenelits to an area 
of 49,900,000 acres (about the area of England and Scotland) 
and to a population of 60,000,000. 

Mos t impress ive feature of the project is its posit ive concep­
tion : the plan is not merely to eliminate the threat of flood, but 
to bend the river to the will of the people and make it serve 
them in many ways. More th an 8,000,000 acres of land will 
be provided with constant irrigation. More than 3,000 miles of 
inland navigable waterways-the di stance from Vancouver to 
Montreal-will be improved or crea ted. 

130 China Month!)• Review 
............... 

Large tracts of land that ha\·e been under water for so 
many g·encra tions they appear on the map as honest-to-goodness 
Jakes are to be reclaimed. One <lay we droyc for several hours 
past t\\'O such lakes , Kao Yu and Pao Ying, which were created 
by flood in 11 ~J-1 . Th ese tll'o lake~ arc now l.Jc ing drained to 
pro,·ide almost 300,000 acres uf rich farmlanJ. Here large, me­
chanize,! s tate farms will soon be established. blazing th e way 
for the eve ntual mechanization of agricultu n· throughout the 
whole region. 

The river project ha s already brought ,.; uch richness to 
the ,·alll':> that many peasa nts now own fla ~ hli g· hb, an unheard 
of Juxu r>· in the past. Shnrti)', hy the end of l !tii5. th e novelty 
of 11:1'hlig-hts \\·il l pal e IJe, id e the l1right light of l'lectricity. 

Tl:e topography ur th e Huai- a "Jll'a \\·ing l'i\·e r rather than 
one o:' great tur bul eme--does not lend it sel f to hydro electric de­
vcl op111cnt on an extreml'ly larg·e sca le. But, nL'\'l'rthe less, many 
small hydro-~tat i o n s arc> to lie IJUilt and a great deal of power 
pro\·ided . 

This is the glowini; J>l·esc·nt and brilliant future of the Hu ai 
Ri ver; it s past is ch ecke red. The Huai is one of th e big rivers 
of China, ri si ng in th e Tun g- Po moun tain s a nd coursing for 
683 miles through four provinces-Huna n, Anhw ei, Shantu ng 
and Kiang s u. Hi storical records ~ how th crl' have bee n 979 
fl ood , along its course IJe twec n 2-I G 13.C. anu lf! -18 A.D.- a fl ood 
e\·cr)· t\\'O years for more than 10 generati ons . 

In the past no empero r or government c\·er made a se rious 
effol't to control the Huai , th ough there were intermittent pro­
gra ms of dike-building on a ~top-gap scale. As we drove along 
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the Huai valley, we saw man . • 
it turned out were the . I' .. yf life-s ize cast-iron cows. These 
th t ' ze ics o an age-old con gum It ' 

a one of the emperors levi ed cxnrhitant e. seems 
that the money would be . t f . taxes on the pretext 
emperor had himself a slpetn o1 . flood control. In s tead the 

' gOOt llllC With 1110 ·t f tJ ' 
spent the res t on th · . s 0 1e money and 

. . e II on cows. they Wt·rc t cl 
Spll'lts that brought the fl . · . . . 0 war off the evil 
trieh, and, fo1· that muttoods.l'c1C~11ang Ka1 -s hck worked s imilar 
much as a cast-iron cow. c1, <' n t even come through with as 

When the 1wopl c's government 
began t o evolve a comprt' hcns ive ca 111 e to powe r, it imm ediately 
and put the prog-1·am int . ·t· pMrog-1·a1.11 f'or the llua1 River 

h t I 
. 0 <lt ion. ao 1 se- tunrr I · . If' · 

w a ias now bet·ome the .. f I b ,.. 11 mse issued 
"The Iluui River i11u"t IJH.tlce u attlc-ny of the whole nation: 

" JC rnrness t·d'" u I . h' · 
whole count ry w·ts 11101 .1._ I t . . nc ei t IS slog-an the 
H · : '· " izct o part1 c 111ate · J. . . · 

uai. N ow Ill J !lu2 ti , fl 1 • 111 ia1 ness1ng- the 
• ' . , H. Oo( Jlll'nctl'C has IJ' . . . .. t1 oiled many 11.1.1·"a t ' . cen s uccess fully eon· 

' ,.., ion projects ar, f' . I I . 
the problem hris bceii I . 

1
· ' t in is lt'< and, l:y and large 

' Wl!JlJJe<. ' 

It was n't all whipped l1y the pick and s hov I . 
peasants . One shouldll't . . 

1 
· c labor of the 

· · 1111ag-1nc tiat harnc ·" ti I . 
s1stcd mc·r!' ly of niovin . . ss1ng 1e lua1 con-

. g- 11wu11ta111s of l'arth liy primitive mt•ans. 

With the tam.ing of I H 
look forwnrcl lo b r l C •1:ii, fnnncrs can now 

u1npcr crops. 

') ,, 

Dams and s hip locks have been built that would do credit to 
the engineers of any land. 

We vi s ited two s maller clam s. To th e layma n at least they 
looked us impress ive as an y simi lar s tructures to he seen any­
whcrt' . Engineers explained to us so me o r the new , ad vanced 
enginl' l'r ing methods that had liecn em ployed at the suggesti on 
and ll'il h the assi s tance, at times, o f Sov il!t technician s . These 
mcthocl s-- too tcl'hniral f'or cxp lanati vn in an article of thi s 
nnturr not only savt'd timl' and malt•rial s but did so without 
sacrific in g thC' l'fT°i<'ien l'y or durability or tlw fini s hed s t ructure. 

Malt•rial s and 111a"hinc r y us t'< I in th r ('on s truction of dam s 
and n ·st·rvoirs , o f a type whi"h ('hina form e rl y i111ported, were 
made• hy \.hinrsP ll'ork e r s in Shanghai and othe r indust rial 
rcnlr rs. 

TI H' un sC' lfi sh a ss.i s tanct• gi\'!'11 l1y Sovid l'ngin<'l'l'S has liee n 
a fin<' <'X ample of rl'al international ro-opt'rat ion, quite diffl'n·n t 
in t'\'l'l'Y l'l' s pect from the t~' Jll' of "lll'lp" ofTert·d other nation s 
through th e Marshall Plan 01· Truman's P oint Four Program. 
Yd, in the final analys is , it \\'a s the Chines<' engin e<' r s th<'m 
seh·<· s " ·ho planned and carried thro11gh the work . It is in ­
dil'ati vc• of women's placl' in thl' lift' of nc•w China , incidentall y . 
tha t the a ss istant chief' engincl'r fo r lhl' entire projecl is u 
woman, Chi e n Chen-ying. 

Though we know how many cubic nwters of earth hav" 
lll'l' ll 111 ove cl and how man y ton s of t'OJH'J't'IC have l1ecn pourrd, 
tht·rc is one thing you cannot mea , ur<' with a s lide- rule or ex ­
pn·ss in metric tons, and it happen s to lie th e m os t ins piring 
ns JWC't of th<' story of harn essi ng the llu ai River. Thi s is tlw 
human slory of tlw happin C'ss it has brought to the workers and 
1wasant s. Th<' Jluai Rivl'I' Proj ect is , in th e trut· sr nse of 
Al1rahnm f.incoln's words, "of the pc•o plt', for thl' peo pl e and 
l1y till' peo pl e. " In harness ing the· llu ai, llw people ha\'<' not 
nnl)· tran s fornH·d nature, hut in th e 111·n('('Ss have• tran s forlllt'<I 
th1•i r mutPriul, so"ia l and cultural lif l'. 

Th e project ibl'lf is s uffiri cnl proof that th e ('hinPsc people 
wa nt peace, nred peace and arc planning and building for 
pc·a'"" Obviously , a country tha t is rouring vast human and 
matl' rial reso urces into s uch tr r 111t'ndous projects of peaceful 
r1111 struction is a country hcnt on peace and opposed to war . 

As \\' <' left, th<' workers of the lluai liid us farewc•ll with 
R ~~real shout or " !l o ping wan s ui !" (Long Jive peacr ! ) And 
that, co m<' to .think of it. is th e peaceful battl e-cry of all \hina . 
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THE HUAI IN NORTH KIANGSU • • • 
Slu ice gutes open si lently, a symphony 
or stee l, cement and turbulent water 
controlled by the fingers of creal ive rnan; 

and over th e landscape arc dotted 
thatched huts of tho se mi llions who have lived 
ever In fear of the certa in floods, 
of war, and of famine . 

We speed along the hundred miles or Grand Cana l 
with memories of Marco Po lo at Yangchow, 

of Han Hsing fishing for his liv1n9 outside the walls of Huai An, 
Hual An, home or another great son of Han, 
Chou En - lal . 

Peasants lcrt their homes, 
women their kitchens, 
schoolchildren their desks, and all along 
th is hundred miles ll1ey fl ocked to show 
how they hated war, wanll'd peace. 

Shy slips or country lads were there, 
once growing up In fear of the conscript gang 
and almost cer tain death before life had opened out 

for them; now looking forward to coop erat ive farms, schools, 
each day more wonderful than the one 
wh ich went before It . 

An engineer explains, "Kao rao Lake; from It 
one and a half mi ll ion mou wd l be reclaimed, 
used as farmland for mcchan11cd agriculture ." 

On the cana l, great Junks come sading 

stately sails 
through autumn fields; Junkmcn cli 111bed the rigg ing, 
shou ted and clapped as we pa ssed; 

a thousand men 
from the villages, making foundati ons for a shipping lock 
crowded to the roadside 

bronze fists raised 
on the ground that 11ow is the irs 
and with al l their warmth bade us 
welcome and farewell . 

" The Hual River must be harnessed/ " 
The words were spoken, the milli ons moved, 
construction rose and became a poem 
written for peace over the countryside 
of North Klangsu. 

------·-------

A LOOK AT 

Justice in New China 

CJII NA'S minister of ju s ti~c 
is ., han<l so mc woman Ill 
· '. 1. cars not ll he r nwld 1 ng Y · ' . ·t 

. f the Communts mc111hc1 o . · 
Party hul one of the many 11n~ 

. t fgure~ who pn ~ 
<if'/Wllfi(•ll I .' I\' • life 
. . 1 l / 1ig ro le 111 Jlll ' " 

s ul l 
1 

f ti • Demo· ... A memhPr o tc 
li t 1 t . ·h p had been a 
erali<' l ,ca~ u c, s . ~ h·\ng- ­
well .known lawyn 1:1 ~ • hat 

Jt WllH Ill I ~:1.> I. 
hat. I l I jai1"c.l ('hianJ.!, Ka i-sh c ( we . 
I for too patrioti c oppos i-
1cr . ·.-o n + 
l io n lo .Ja pa nese agg1 ess1 . 

lkr nu111e is Shih Liang, 
I '. h1oughl man y 

uncl to ici . in the 
q11l's t io11s thul. nnse. . 11 

. I of Anw ncan s ''he n .'1 
m1n1 s . <l . L ·oc1ly 
tic horror stori~ an :.i 1 

1 1 t "f{('d 
propaganda a i11u lhC'm 
CJ.ina" is thrown at . 
clay " fle r cla y o n th C' racl10 anl' ~ 

I ~ t ·r J wns nb t 

;~~ ll:~'(~>r~;:~~\' ~\ 1~ 11 e se ~ou r ls 

JOSEPH STAROBlN 

1· 11 Lv10 difTe r e nt cities, worl< 
. Chinese priso n 

and whaL · l l ·ntro -
l11 oks 11kt'. ll t r gi·rwnt 1 

to t he functioning of cluction y 
·1n China proved ve r jus t ice 

11 ,· ('f11 l. 

. . ·. se parate d 
Ilt'r n11n1 s lr y is. . . ·· l . 

ti. l o f public sc< ut 1 Y' 
from I · t·~o l t'IY with tlw n d111in -
1l cl <'a s . ·. . .. , When I 
is!rnli1111 11! Jll s t1~l~~ f act thal 
('CJ l\1111 !'11 [ t•d Oil f 11 lhc 
s urh a high task l' ;":. rc­
sh1u lcl <· r s o f a woman tCI 
.)lv was a clouhl<' n ll l'. 
I · f t there 

A s a malll' r of "" ' . . s 
. 1 wonH'n rn1111 s l e r. 

arc sevc1 a ..• .,, in th C' CPn ­
ancl VH'C·lll ltll slc 1. L . 
l ·nl J'eop lc's (;o ve rnnll'nl- I 1 

· ·s t e r of Tc·h -c huan, the 1111111 : . 
I l . I "11th ·u : cl !I n I! s 1ang-

pu ) ic H . ' < of CIVC''!'{CU8 
win in cha1·g(' 
nfl'n•i r s. Al leas t 2:-lll or 70 

. ·upy mnjor pns b Ill 
\\'nlllen °'' . . whole. 
the go\' (•r11me11 l :~s .a .. •'s c ci­
As for her own Joh. 1._. p . 
all when s u!' h a res pons 1b1l1!.y 

Y 1 1 1 . a woman , 1t is shoul< e 1'Ct >y • , ,, he 
musl be clone hrml~' R 

s mil<'<l. 

. nc•wspap<·r1nan , has spent "IN n Amrr1can . R · JOSEPH STAROu ' a . I Asian an<l Pacific rg1on1 ... I in Chin01, cn\'rr1ng t 1c.- ~ 
the pnst frw mont lS II' round the country. 
Pcacr Conf.rrnce and tr .1vc ing a 
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Bu ~ it just is n't true, she 
('Clntin11ed. that people arc a r­
l'l ~led at random, that all 
formL•r Ku omintangcrs are 
jailed. that bus ines•mcn nrc 
kidnapped or that ma ss t:·inl s 
ar.d 1:1\\ less exec utio ns tal:c 
plan• .it1•t like that. Those 
are thL· fir : i( :ns of. T i111c 111aga­
zinc. nuthing more. 

In art u:ll fact, persona I 
lib ert~· i' the rnlc in \hina. 
There is no censors hip of 
mail. n< Jll'r,onn l SC'n r. ·h \\'ith­
out \\'arr:rnt. and the Puh! i" 
~C'curit~· HurC'n u can on ly in­
n•stig-atc r·n tlw b;isis of sci i­
ous e,·idC'111·L·- P eopl e come to 
\1ial nnh- for (' r ime" that an• 
n111plr pr·11vc11 in a systc111 of 
la11ful '" " urt >. no\\' cx1s'.ing in 

almost all thL· 2.17G hsic11, o r 
c<11111fi ('" of China. 

" \\ '(' dn not arrrst PL'o plc 
wit lH-ut. a1nplp C'videnr·e," she 
R<'id. TI H· in,ti1wtors of coun­
tcr-rc,·o lut iona1 _,. crimes arc 
trent cd most s('YC'rc ly, if the 
evid, ·~~C' rL'f'J ui res it; those 
who han• been forced to take 
part in crime ag--nin s t their 
w ill are 1·c.criuratcd. Thc 

rule is al\\'ays lcnienc~· and 
often commut..ation o f se ntence 
for tho~e who by their d eed~ 
slio11· the:.· hU\·e refornwd . 

Shc outlined fh·e lypcs of 
nin1ina ls ag-ainst whom the 
,it:stil'e of China is dire<:ted. 
T he first a1·c sec ret <ll!C'll t" nf 
thl' told orde r who a c ti1-l'1)­
org-anize nn d carry out such 
crin1es as murder; there are 
l':Fc•s of Kuomintang g-ang­
S!<'r' \\'ho had p<'rso11:llly 
r"urdered no le~s than 1.10 0 
\\·11 rkers. 

T he >ecPn d nre the chief> nf 
l):tndit ga1 ; ;,.;~. who C'ven nf'l 'r 
1:: .. lilieratin n r oa m ed th e out-
1_1·11·:.; a1 -.:- ;1 ,; of the count1_1-, 
J n .1·i11 1! (In 1-iJlag-cs :-ind ,,n 
··"n1n1ercr. Th e third ;11·c· 
; 1·11\·C' org-ani1crs o f enuntl ' I'· 

n1-.>111tio nary act >; th e founh 
a1 ·r the despn\s of the \'i llag-es. 
11 · 11 ;d!.\· landlttl'(ls, \': ho ranic'd 
r.ut >pecific c r imes in the pa>t. 
th,, nature of which can he 
)ll'(•1·en hy tlw conc rete te,, f i­
n ~ nny of the people who ~<1f­
fu-ed fro111 t he 111. 

The fifth :i r e th e g-am: 
st1 r" ll'ho p1 c .\' on th" 

supNs l it io us o r religious be­
liefs •f th e Pl'oplc, such a11 
monb 11·h11 pe r petrate rape 111 

thl' 11 ;i 111 c of h ea ling- or OYer ­
co niii 1g- ~tc ril i ty. 

Sh ih Liang- g-a,·c• :111 c·xa111ple 
fn•111 ll .-u1·ho\\' "hil'h she hc r ­
s.-lf l.:td in,·c»ti g-a tc•d. It was 
;he ,·;t"c' of an ol(] \\'Oman 
irh., 111 a landlord had pcrse­
culv I ,-iciousl.1·: Jlc had k ill«d 
bpr· ,,, 11 _ kidnapped her cla11g-h­
ter 111 Ja 11-, and I'll ( o ff her fl \\'n 

1. "" 1 :; yea rs. th is o ld 
11 ,. 111 ,1n had ll'a it ed fpr j 11stice . 
h:i· - he had buried a11d pr•·­
st n <'d the arm . Afte r th e 
liliL'! :it ion. the landlnrd \\·a s 
11<" 11'"" ' nf' th e erimcs . li t' 
"'! •I t' d tlru,1. 1.ut aftl'I' the tn­
di \'1 111l'nt he attc111p\ c d ttt 
11 ti likr the plaint ill'. ~Iini8ter 
~ i ,h L iang- \\'as prl'scn t \\'hL·n 
Ill\ tll d \\'Oman presented thr 
ar111 111 an asto ni , hcd nnd nul­
r;1;.:·1·d Yillage court. 

TII OCGHT ofte n o f Shih 
I Li a ng" s r emark s d uring. a 
Yi,it to 3 court for petty cli~­

putes, located in the corner 

buildilll! o f a main street. in 
_ ·anking-. It is totally unlike 
the kind of ,·uurts to \\'hich we 
;: re a"custunoc'tl. It con>isls 
o f a l'Olll llliltl'C of cil1zens 
l' l<'"t cd by tire people of the 
nei"hhnrliood; there arc a 
thousai.d st•rh cnmmit tc!'s in 
t la • cit~" 

\\" hen a ra'c comes befon• 
., 1,e .. r the ;,o to GO judg-c~ in 
:\a nkin l!, hc rkci drs \\'he th e r 
t" t n· i i ft>rmn l l~· or to havP 
tlw 1;<,,J<li•', l'ommittC'e' set t le 
it . 

W e \':1111c• in l:tll' onl' nftcr -
1101•n " -lil'n ' u r h n co mmittee 
,, a~ dc•a ling- with the case of 
a 1 .. ,· al merrhnn t who ha<l 
11 nt l'd an apartment fro m a 
, 11 _111 a 11 lll'ig-hhor, and in turn 

1 '"' "' oi led a room to n sub ­
tt•nant. an cide r !~· zim· \\'Ork­
er. 

T h<' merch:!nt. a youn~ 
n"rn o f '..:'.:! \\' ho did hi s hus1 -
i~egs in ll:c apartment, ha<l 
pocketed the l'C'nt from t hc 
~u b - lc•"'ce and Lad refused to 
pay his 0 -,,- 11 rent o n the 
grotl!Hb th:it the ht1'iness hue! 
go ne badly. 

I' 

I 
~ 
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It was a si mple story. But 
the Chinese approach to it was 
unlike anything I had ever 
seen. There was no judge and 
there were no lawyers. The 
young man sat in the semi. 
circle of his neighbors and 
pouted anJ turned his back 
on the plaintiff, a woman of 
37. He insisted he could not 
pay up the back rent, and 
moreover he needed the apart­
ment if he were to continue 
business and make a living. 

It took another round of dis­
cµssion before the final agree. 
ment. The merchant kept the 
\\'hole apartment. After a 
lump sum. within three ·Weeks, 
the balance of the anears 
would be spread over 15 
months. The elderly zinc 
\\'orker would from now on 
pay directly to the landlord. 
Th e committee rose, greatly 
satisfied with its work. 

THE Centra l People's Court 
The woman ins isted that he 

get out and pay up the back 
sum. Each neighbor had a 
word to say, whi le the chair. 
man took ca1·efu! notes. The 
roung man h<>.d to reform, sa id 
one old lad y, nnd she made a 
propo;;a J for se ttlemt·i1t; an. 
other chimed in that this would 
not work and made a counter­
suggestion . The argument 
went on fo1· a solid hour. 

At fl ne point, the apartment 
owner made a bargaining 
move; he could s tay in that 
apartment provided she could 
have one room back. And 
what's more, he must pay one. 
third of the back rent each 
month in addition to the cur. 
rent sum; the sub-lessee would 
henceforth pay directly to her. 

The young man was almost 
in tears. He couldn't tolerate 
that. Paying up arrears would 
take one-third of his income. 
Impossible. His children would 
starve. 
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in Peking deals with more 
serious matters, but in a simi. 
Jar way. The day we went 
there, half a dozen couples 
had come to decide--reconci . 
liation or divorce. Since the 
n-.aniage law, many couples 
\\'ho had been married 
ngainst their will have been 
considering separations. The 
fun ctio n of the court is to 
n1ediate. The couples usually 
accept the advice of the court, 
though they may appeal. 

Rut the court con~ists of 
rnore than the judge: it in­
cludes the spectators who are 
usually the friends and rela­
tin~s of thc> couples, and mem. 
bers of the court staff, plus 
Women's Federation repre­
sentatives. 

This whole g1·oup break5 in­
to smaller circles, and usually 
there are two couples in each 
one. Couple A s tarts talking 
about its problems. The wife 
speaks, the husband argues, 
questions are asked. And all 

Cruna M~eview 

C I B is either this time oup. e art in the 
listening or takmg Pu le A's 
cii ~cussion of Co p 
problems. 

The impact of this method 
l There are no is remarkab e. . the 

J· wyers nor court fees' 
a . . d t be resolved hos ti h ties ten ° 

h d away in argument m:d was e le 
and discu ssion. Each coup , 
after becoming involved m the 

. blems of the other, begins 
pi o . t. l on 

l k more obJec 1ve Y to no h · 
. The atmosp ere is 1 t~ own. 

one oi l 'k friendli -business- 1 e 

ness. · not 
The entire system is 

h · d of anyone based on t e 1 ea t 
k . money and the a~pec 

ma mg ' · asso -f awe and opprcss10n 0 
· h urts in the cap­ciatecl \\'lt co . China's 

i1.ali st world and m 
d' neared pr.st, has isap , .' ed with 

The court is conce1 n . 
l · 5 on the basis reaching so ut1on . . hed 

· t' Crime is p11ms 
of JU S ice. . ·ehabili-
J.,ut the \\'rongdoer is 1 . ·l 
tate:d into sor iPty as quick y 
a s possible. 

The Court Goes to the People 

I N making preparations ~o 
set up district people s 
t the Shanghai city cour s, · t ' 

t sent media wn governmen f . d es 
teams composed o JU ~ 
and People's Co_urt. W 01 k­
ers on circuit, v1s1tmg . fac · 

h l d res1den · torics, sc oo s an ·vil 
tial districts to settle c1 
disputes related to problem~ 
of marriage, debts an 
housing. 

The mediation team 
II established itself m 

usua Y bl' lace convenient pu ic P . 
any prov! · h . h served as a 
w 1c h II of sional court or a 
·. . Rep resentatives of Justice. 

1 
, gov-

the district peop es d 
's f e era-ernment, wom~n ·1 

t . trade umon counc1 s 1on, 

February 1953 

and law students were i?· 
vited to sit in and help m 
dealing with the cases 
while the general public 
also was present. 

As a res ult of public 
s and hearing of the case 

the exposition of the law 
by the circuit judges, ma~y 
misunderstandings i:ega1dd 
. g government law an 
~:crees were ironed out. 

Peop le who had atten~pt:~ 
to " battle" in court e1th. i 
voluntarily sought a peace­
ful settlement or \\'ithdfre\~ 

tions a tci their accusa . f 
und erstand ing the pohcyl_o 

. . , d a COl1Cl Ja-
media tJOll an t in civil 
tory scttlemen 
cases. 
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Private Business 
I 

in China 

Harold Fletcher I 
ONE of the many surJJ · f 

delegation was · nses or lllc·i
1
n.l ie r, of the United States 

flou1·1·sh· · Cl· the disco' 1 ' ·' l i<1t private e t · .. 1ng 111 1111 a. p , ,. th e fir s t ti n erpns_e 1s 
conditions are r- 1,.0 . ·ibl d 

1 
Ille 111 many years, bus111ess 

' · · " an g-001 prof t I · most indu s tries and Li · . i s are Jeing made bi· 
has, in fad, I.Jc.en one oJu~1~ess :·s tabl1 s hments.. T!1~ past yea;· 
and rn- 3 · . . e mu. t pi os pernus Ill Churn's hi t ·. 

.:> is expected to chalk u i new . . . . s o1, 
trade and )Jrolits A f"t . . 1 1 erni el s in producti on . · · e1 years of "tagw t" I · 
p1watcJ.,·-owned indu s ti·y part" 1 -_

1 
. ]" ~ 10~ anc near collapse , 

hack on its feet but und' . . icu a1 , ig; it mdustry, is not only 
new enterpri ses ' have co e1 going a n •niarkaule expans ion. llianr 
h P me into exi stence s ince ti I c1· · t c eople's Republic in 10 .,, . · · · ic oun mg of 

IT '""' as a rt•still of the go I . cone 1 10ns prevailing throug-hout Chi.na. 01 economic 

All these facts ueca111e evident t . . 
eel one I.Jig Chi~se c·t f"t ' ou 1 dclcg at1011 a s \\"e vis it -
H I 

1 Y a er another- Nani · · SI . angc JO\\", Tients in and the t" 
1 

. ,ing, iangha 1. 
with our own eyes 'the . . na wna capital Peking-and sa w 
f t d amazmg amount of acrv·t I · es e by pri,·ate enterpri se . .t . ' '.I i Y ie1ng mani -

~ in I ' ma11y vaned Jorm s. 
In each of the~ e cities ""' •rt\\" the . 

ucing- produced /; . sn1all .; 1111 l.1 .1-~c- " c I g-reat vanety of products 
· ti · ' " " ·' :i e pnva•e cnt · · M 01 1ese produ cts we re f"urnH:i·h· i . , '· c1 pn se. _ an y 

i;rndu ced in China '. ·I · nipoi_tc d and had never been 
~ ' 1ups and h et ori e. I f E 

workshop, e\·en· cotton wool , . 1 .' JC ore. . very small 
·11 f · • en or '1 1 

( Ia cton· . · m1 , oundry, and machine sh , ~ ,-- ' . · pape_r und .1u tc-
capacity to fulfill new orders. up · <Lmed to ue workmg at fu ll 

" ' c were frankly amazed at the CJ"O\\" I . . 
owned department "nd otl cs of people 111 pnvatel " -

" ier stores mo ·t f 1 . ·' 
be sen·ing plenty of interest. I . '. s u ""i1ch appeared t l' 
f . . e{ Cll , [Olllcrs dcspit .. 

l om s tate-uwned s tores of tl . • c compet1t1on 
a.round 75 percent Of c 'hin : ltC s af llle kmd in the vicinit.1-. \'v' itf i 
't · as l".'.!L e capital s till · · 1 ~eemcd clear to us that the re tail , . in ]lr11·::itc han ds, 
quite well for itsC' lf. · ection of l,t:s1nesR \\"as doing 

.- Mos t imprcss i,:e fL.J " us '" as the: degTce of 
Pllvate sectors of indu stry, particularll' . ]" .. _aclil'it y in the 
most pnl'a!e)y.0 \\"ncd fo ctA .- . 1 • Ill ight indu stry where 

d . . ' vi IC~ ia1·e not on] b . l b' . 
an re-equipped, but have in man1.· . Y ccn te ia ihtated 

in s tances bern expanded to 
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meet the n s111g demand for both industrial and consumer goods. .... 
Mr. Chu Chi-sun, manager and principal owner of the Jen 

Li Woolen Mill at Tients in , for example, told us that profits 
from his company, together with capital he had recently re­
i;atrialccl from abroad, ha s made: it poss ible not only lo expand 
the output of the mill ·which produces mainly wool cloth for 
indu stria l purposes, I.Jut also to set up an egg process ing plant 
and a jute weaving factory. 

Similar investment of private capital in new equipment and 
ent erprises is taking place in many major Chinese cities. Total 
,-a luc of the output of private indu s trial enterpri ses has risen 
by /I) percent since 19.J!J. While heavy industry is for the 
most part (80 percent) nationalized, having been confiscated 
fro lll the Kuomintang clique at the time of libe!·ation, the re­
maining 20 percent of heavy industry and 70 percent of light 
industry is in private hands. Buth sectors of private industry 
arc expected to expand rapidly during the coming years along­
side the rapidly growing nationalized sector. 

Contrary to what many of us had expected to find in China, 
most sections of the business community take an optimistic view 
of business prospects for the immediate future and (how many 
of our businessmen can say the same'!) for the next decade or 
more, although all private enterprise is scheduled eventually to 
become public property when China transforms itself into a 
socialist society. 

There are many sound reasons for the general spirit of 
optimism and ccnftdcnce which prevails in Chinese business 
circles today. 

Foremost is the fact that for the first time in many genera­
tions China has a clean, honest and efficient government. The 
nation has rid itself of the completely corrupt and bureaucratic 
Kuomintang dictatorship, whose highest official s , including 
Chiang Kai·shek himself, amassed huge fortunes by dipping into 

HAROLD FLETCHER, a member of the US delegation to the 
Asian and Pacific Regions Peace Conference is a young American 
economist. In this article h<> records his impressions of private en­
terprise in new China, j:!ainrd during his two-months' visit to this 
country last fall.-Editor . 
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the. public treas ury, by sp~culation on the money a nu commodit 
m~1 ket, and by the exto rt10n of t ri bute from and th e open ·if 
ag mg of pri va te indu stry. PI · 

t Th 1;o~gh its opposition to even t he mil dest r efo r ms in th 
ou _- moc e system of land tenure, t he Kuomintang kept th: 
Chmese peasantr y, cons tituting 80 pe rcent of the p opulat ion, in 

M~n y m ach in e too ls which in the past could not be 
m ade in ( Lina a re now being turned t . . . b ou 1n 1ncreas1ng 
num ,., s. Below : A n ew workshop equipped with 
C h111 a-made machine tools. 

* 

* 

a con,tant s tate of mi sery a nd poverty. This mean t t he per­
petuation of a very low level of purchas ing power and con­
seq u,· nll y a restricted market for th e sale o f industria l and 
('011;;u111er products . 

Al the same tim e, th rn ugh its se r vil ity to th e fore ig n pow· 
er:< (and after l!J -15 its open depend ence upon the Truma n ad­
mini,tration), th e Ku om intan g continually placed loc a l bu s iness 
at till' me rcy of ruthlb s fon·ig n competi1ion, whi eh in the form 
of dumping llJlt•rations fl ooded the market with e heap surplus 
g0 1llb. F urth t· i-. llw d i,-a,-trou,- infl atio n J.rouirht on by t he 
Kuo111intang's ei,·il war 111i li e ies ruin ed many Chinese firm s and 
pu , !wd othe rs to th e brink of t1n a neia l di sas te r. 

It is no won dl' r . th erefore, that l.JusinL'""men in China , with 
the l'XLL'pt ion of th e heads of foreign !inns and th e ir handf ul 
of Chin L'SL' eol lab .11 ,1t1>rs ( eom p1 adu: ·es), hea\·,·d a si gh of r elief 
to >c'!' t he l\ llnrnintang go . On t he otlll'r h an d , it ,, quite true 
tha1 1lla11~· l•11-i11 v--n11· n ' ''re skrptiud and c•\'C'n t'ea1 fu l as to the 
atti1 ude th C' 1n•11 11l e ' ,- g,.,·cr nment \l·ould tak e to\\' ard s pri \'ate 
pnll-1 prise . T hL'"-' t't·ars have alm o"L en tire ly d lsappcarcd in 
rC'ct·nt yL·ar,; a.; I'''"( .. 1 it,\· has n .: pl:1n:d ec<1non1i c ,tagnation and 
d rn••' a nd sim·L· it li:i- 1,,.,., 111e a;1undantly elear that private 
enll'rpri se ha,; a pu,ili1 L' 1 •ill' to play in thL' pe r iod of new demo· 
craey. 

The peo pl e's gn\'t'l nnwn t ha s l·a lan ced the nati :rn"l Ludget, 
no ,; mal l feat l'< •n-idL I illg' th e! >'1<lTY ~tat • • of pulii ic lin ance at t he 
t im e of li i.Jerat ion ; it has , !iminatl'd intlati on and s tabilized 
pricC'S, anJ it has in , ti tu ted a 1·a ti onal s ~·~tC'lll u( taxation which 
ser\'cS a s a s timulus ratlll'r t han a rl'stLaint to pri,·ate enterprise. 
When necessary , th e go,·crnment has stepped in to aid private 
enterpri,;e directly th rough luans at low int eres t rates. It has 
also g ua ranteed pri \' a te indust ry >tcady s upply of basic raw 
mate r ials s uch as coa l, irnn, jute, cotton and \\'Ool. Man y private 
indust ries arc working· on government contracts, processing and 
supp ly ing indu stria l and co nsumer commoditie" to state-owned 
es ta bli sh ments. 

Another important factor making for confidence in the Chin­
ese husines5 community has been the cons tantly ri si ng pur· 
chasi ng power of the Ch inese people s ince l!J4!J. This is a 
direc t res ult of th e great land refo rm which is now nearly com· 
i:leted and in w h ieh more than 400,000,000 pea sants acquired 
suffic ient la nd to enable them not only to subs is t , but to produce 
enough surpl us with which -to buy greater quant ities of consumer 
goods. S imila rly the r is ing rea l ·wages of indus t rial workers h a s 
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peace delegates visit Shanghai's 
privately-owned Sung Sing No. 9 Corron Mill during 
their post-conference tour of th e country. 

* 

* 

provided new customers for the products of private enterpri se. 

Almost every other peasant we encountered in the vill­
ages we vis ited wa s wearing new or recently purchased cloth­
ing. Coa l miners told us the ir work c lothes are bette;- today 
than the clothes they formerly se t aside fur weddings and holi­
days. In the homes of peasants and in the apartments of work­
ers we noticed many objects which were rarely found in such 
household s in the old days: flashlights, radios, new kitchenware, 
furniture , thermos bottles, extra bedding. 

Official government statistics ·bear out our observations. Sales 
of cotton yarn in 1951, for example, were 32 percent above l '.150 
and estimated sales for 1952 were expected to be f< nother 30 
percent above 1951, or 5!l percent hi g her than in the peak year 
under the Kuomintang. 

Coupled with the rising purchasing power has been a 
spectacular rise in output and productivity, factors which a 
number of plant ow ners and manag·e rs pointed to with consider­
able sati sfaction. Plant manager Tsang of the big Sung Sing 
Textile Mill in Shanghai , which has over 6,000 workers and is 
one of eight owned by the Yung brothers, told us that output 
and productivity had never before reached such high levels. 
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Since 1949, overall plant output (cotton thread and cotton cloth) 
had increased by 74.4 percent. The output of cotton cloth is up 
128 percent over pre-liberation. 

Much of this inc rease in output Mr. Tsang attributes . to the 
enthusiasm of the workers in the plant, all of whom are mem­
liers of the trade union local and are protected by the new 
labor insurance law. Numerous rationalizaiiou proposals and 
innovations put forward by the workers have been adopted by 
the plant management, Mr. Tsang told us. ThP company, which 
in 194!l was badly in debt; unable to meet its payroll and short 
of working capital, is now opera ting at a profit and finding a 
market for all of its products. 

The exi stence, not to mention th e flourishing of private 
enterprise under a government in which the Communist Party 
plays a leadi ng role may s tartle many Americans who have been 
taught that in s uch a situation business would be classified as 
public enemy number one. Actually private enterprise has been 
given, for the firs t time in its hi story in China, a status and a 
position of real importance. The people's government, in which 
it is represented, is counting upon the business community to 
help in the plan to industrialize the country in a comparatively 
short period of time. 

Now that all obstacl es to full scale industrialization of the 
country have been removed , the people's government plans to 

China's chemical indu,try is now producing at record 
levels. Below: :\ sulphuric acid plant. 
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transform the country from a predominantly agricultural to an 
industrial economy in a decade. To acco mpli sh thi s, lh e coopern­
tion of not on ly the li be rated peasa nts and worke rs, bu t a lso 
that of small and large-scale private C'nt<' rpri ses is necPssa ry. 
The government will have its hand s ful l directing the rapid dc­

·velopment of heavy indu stry, a11d it ha s indi cated tha t there 
is and will be plen t.v of room for private enterpri se to l'Xpa nd 
in light ind 11 <t 1 .' and in commerce. 

The evidence which our delega tion saw indicates that the 
response of private enterprise to the gove rnm ent 's plan for l'C·o­
nomic development has been an enthus ias tic onl'. Bus iness1nen 
throughout Ch ina take great pride, a long with the rest of the 
peopl e, in the fact that their country is at las t free and inde­
pendent. For th e firs t tim e they sec a future for th emselves 
t hat is unclouded by th1·cats of fore ign domination , corruption 
and civil wa r. They have a guaranteed future within th e fr ame­
work of the overall plan to indu strialize China. 

True, the new democ racy, as the present sys tem of go\·ern­
ment and socie ty is called in Chin a, is a tran s iti onal s tep 011 
the r oad to socia li s nL But it is a trn11 sitional s tep whi ch Chair­
man Mao Tse-tung has stated may las t a considerab le time. 

The businessmen we ta lk ed to seemed reconciled to th e fact 
that their plants wou ld eventually become public property, Some 
of them, like Mr. Chu Ch i-sun, told us quite frank ly lhat they 
expected to continue as managers of their for mer factorie s or of 
other soc ialized enterprises. Meantime, their children are grow­
ing up to become technicians and engin ee rs, professo rs and gov­
ernment officials in the new soc iety and showi ng little interest 
in inheriting the property of th eir parents. 

So far as economic r e lations \\'ith the United States arc 
concerned, there is no doubt that Chinese business circles would 
like to see the lines of trade re -opened, only thi s time on a fair 
and equal basi s. Chi na has many products which it could ex ­
port to the United States. Similarly there is a big potentia l 
market in China for goods produced in our own country. 

But the re-opening of normal trade relations, which could be 
of great profit to both countries, depends firs t and foremost 
upon the willingness of our own government to recognize th at 
the new China is here to s tay and that no power on earth can 
restore the old system under which a few foreign interests and 
a handful of Chinese officials and their henchmen profited whil e 
China remained backward and its people lived in misery. 
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New Attitude of Postal Workers -----------, 

Service to the Peo pie 

WH EN J bega n to work in 
the Pos t Office, 1 G years 

ago, T \\'as horrifi ed a t the 
count e r, befo re which a 
throng of cus tomers jostled 
one another , each trying to be 
first. Th e C<" rnter cierks, with 
C(lld and indiffe rent manner, 
sho\\'ed their evident hosti lity 
toward thei r cu ~tom<'rs, and I 
wondered if postal employees 
11He not diffe re nt from ordin­
an· men. 

Through the yea rs, I became 
accu ~tomed to the disorderly 
scene and t he co ntempt of the 
clerks, a nd was hardly su r­
J·ri sed when physical violence 
broke out so met imes between 
clerks and cust omers. I had 
also to accusto m myself to the 
extre mely heavy work, th e 
long h ou;·~. t he lack of recrea­
tion, and the gross inequali­
ties bet\\'een hig her and lo\\'er 
orders of posta l workers. The 
latter, especia ll y postmen, 
clerks a nd laborers, we re 
part icul arly exploited; a nd the 
inspecto rs were cruel petty 
despots, punishing with sever­
it:-· the leilst de\'iation from 
runctuality. 

Before liberatio n, the tele­
graph office was similar to th e 
Post Office. Ils workers were 
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also poo rly paid, and the 
ordinary telegra m serv ice was 
so s low, and there were so 
man y regula ti ons co ncerning 
t he use of the te lephone or the 
se nding of telegrams that the 
C(lm mon people thought the 
wh ole enterpri se was intended 
sulely for the use of the gov­
ernment, a rm y and spec ula­
to rs. 
L JBERA T ION has brought 

many cha nges in t hese 
public se rvic es. The postal 
an d telecommun ication fac ili­
ties have bee n brought to­
gether, an d the workers have 
g rea tly rai sed the quality of 
the ser\'ice. 

Th e quarrels which used to 
be pre\'alent between clerks 
an d customers have disappear­
ed, as has the sullenness and 
disdain. 

Although before li beration 
many eulogies were printed 
of the "rapi d progress" of the 
postal ser\'ice, we postal work­
e rs have now found, after our 
s tudy cou rses, that we must 
revi se our conception of such 
··progress" a nd "'achie\·ement s." 

In s tead of ser vi ng the 
ordinary people, the Post 
Offi ce formerly pdded itself 
upon its service to the upper 
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class. The mobile postal ser­
vice, parcel post service, sav­
ings and remittance service, 
and so on , were of chief bene­
fit to the privileged; and simi­
larly with the t elegraph and 
telephone services. It was, 
for example, extremely diffi­
cult to get a telephone install: 
ed before liberation, since the 
possession of a telephone 
meant easy dealing on the 
black market, and the down­
town exchanges were over­
loaded with speculators' Jin es. 

The attitude of postal work. 
ers to their jobs has also 
changed greatly. F'o rmerly, 
the worker thought of his job 
merely as the "rice bowl" -
the guarantee of emplo yment 
and sa lary. Now the workers 
think in terms of service to 
th e people, r eflected by in­
crea~ed care and efficiency. 

Among the 1,337 model 
workers in the two services is 
a gi rl long distance operator 
in Tientsin, who can manage 
fhe conversations at the same 

time and has cut average co~­
necti on time from 70 to SlXJ. 

second s. An advanced team 
in the Tientsin Telecommuni­
r.ation Office has mad e ration­
alization proposals which have 
saved nearly Y9,000 ,000,0(lfl. 

THERE arc ;:ountless ex-
amples of the new att itude 

of the workers to their jobs. 
A telegraph worker copied 
more than 1,000 ,000 words in 
telegrams in 19 month s with ­
uul a mistake; a postal so rte r 

r:-~ TTENTI~--;;z~~SENGER;,~·------~~1:-:d--::-:;:::~--1 
rushed off, and r etu1:ncd I 

t THE waiting room of th e gc rs, who bega n to take up wi th his property five mrnu- I 
Mukden railway stat ion a collection for the old man. tes before train time. Th e I 

was crowded, and the long " He'. the father of one of clerk wanted to give him 
line of passengers for Har- our Volunteers," they said, the money that had been! 1 
bin Was just beginning to "but even if he weren't we collected, but he ref~sed t.o 
move through the gates ought to he lp hirn. Anyway, take it. "I appreciate it I 
when an old man, who had it isn't right that he should very much," he said, "but I 

110 \I' can I take it now?" come to Mukden to vi sit hi s ride free." 

son, on leave from Korea, In a short time more But the clerk said it I 
discovered that he had lost than Y300,000 was collected, would be a difficult task to I 
both hi s ticket and hi s and the clerk was about to return it to the donors.

1 

I 
money, more than Y200,000. hand it to the much moved "You're the father of a 

He got out of line and old man, when the loud- \ 'o lunteer," he said, "and 
began an anxious search, speaker came to raucous you can consid.;r it as a I 
helped by several station life. "Attention all passen- gift. Nobody el~c has a 

1 l clerks and passengers. At ge rs !" it roared "Wang right to it!" I 

: length one of the clerks Teh-hsin a worker has Nevertheless, the old man I 
1 told the old man that he just fo~nd a ticket and wouldn't take it, and as he 

1 l would enquire in the office some money in the wai t ing went off to get his train, he I 
if they would permit him room. Will the owner pl ease ca lled out, " Please donate it 1 

I to ride free. go to the office at once !" to the Volunteers! Bu t don 't I 
LI Meanwhile word got Then came words of praise use my name; say it's from I 

around to the other passen- for Wang Teh-hsin. a group of passengers. · ·" I 
-------- ... ----------------------------- ----------------------150 
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handled 2,500,000 letters in a 
year without error. In Peking, 
installation of a phone now 
takes only eight hours, as 
ce mpared with the former 
seven day~. 

Postal ond telegraph work­
er$ from every corner of 
the co untry report improved 
working methods, inventions, 
a11ci di sco \·eries almost daily. 

Former administration and 
engineering perso nnel, who 
looked down upon the work­
ers, ha\"e now changed their 
attitude, as a great many 
Yaluable suggest ions have 
come from the rank and file . 

High er effi ~ i e n cy mea ns 
that the work is done 
Letter at less cost, while 
at the same time pay has been 
in creased and a labor insur­
:rnce system has been put in­
t1 effed. The majority of 
posta l and telecommun!ca­
tion workers have had raises 
in J'«Y in the past two years . 

These t\\'O services, now 
combined in one efficient en­
terprise, ha,·e made remark­
able prngress during the few 
yearn s ince liberat ion, and 
with th e active interest of the 
w01·kers in improving services, 
the rate of progress constant­
ly increases. Workers of a ll 
grades are determined to 
make the postal and telegraph 
s ystem the most efficient pos­
sible, to best serve the needs 
0 f the people and the demands 
of the forthcoming large-sca le 
r.ational construction plan. 
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KOREAN STUDENTS 

QNE bright S unday after-
noo n a s I was 1·eturning 

frc. 111 th e ' ·illage market place 
I . met one of my Korean 
fn ends, a g irl s turi<mt in th e 
loca l middl e school. There wa s 
an ax Lilxl to hrr wai s t a nd 
s he ca rri ed a five -foo t l ~g- on 
he1: head that mi: ~ t have 
weigh ed .50 pounds. Ha\'i ng 
pictured her as a vivacious 
girl, s111g-ing-, dan cin g- and 
s tudying, thi s s ig-ht so surpri­
sed 111 e that I g-aped at he i· 
Noticing Ill y a stoni s hnlC'nt. 
s he put down h<'r load , bowNl 
and gave me a fri <' IHIJ .v Slllii<'. 

Greeting- her in th e I\ orl'an 
n1anncr, I !' aid , "You arc 
working- too hard. " 

"No, no, " she in s1s tPd , " it is 
you \'olunte<'rs wh o arl' work­
ing too hard fo r u~. ·• 

K.]. WEI 

"1\'o," s he s miled, "to sch ool. " 
Her an s wer exp lained the 
1 cason for th e g roups of srlrnoJ 
childn·n I had seen pass in g- my 
house with ax es in their hands 
aJJ<! ga,·c me a g limpse of th ei 1'. 

u 1fl1rnl t life. 

O\\' ing to th e war, which has 
d_ra\\'n the g reater par t of 
h orpa's yout h in to active sc r­
\'J<~c, sc hool s taffs have been 
n•t iu eed to as littl e as one.third 
of their original nUlll ber. Th is 
has not meant a lessening of 
<·duca t1011al work; on th e con-
t rar.\·, wh ile the r emai ning 
l<'achers ha\'e had to a ss um e 
1 l'a<kr~ hip in nwny soc ial 
ac1n:1 t1c>s, a nd thei r res pon­
s1hil1t1ps ha\·e in creased, they 
ha \'l' not nt>dc>cted their cduca·-
t 1nnal duties. 

Th ,. s tud l• nt s loo, in addition 
10 thl•ir n •gular s tudies, ha,·c 
~1.1 a n.\' d11 tics a f ter schoo l hours. 
I h<'.\' are not o nl~· st udent s, 
hut a J,o acti\·r par tic ipant s in 
I 111 "11 pr(ldurti(ln. 

We freq ue• ntly Leard suc h 
l'Xp ressions of conce rn and 
wa rm 1·ega rd from the Kor<'an 
people. but the se• word s. spoken 
b~· a irirl of I G, \\' e re pa r t ir u. 
larly touching- . J a sk<'d he r if 
s he• was taking th e \\'Ood hom<'. 

K_ J. WEJ is a 111 r mbe r 0 ( lfw 
Chinese People's V o lunrrc rs who 
ha< spent the past year in K o n ·a 
Sf'rving in srveral different part~ 
of thP country_ 
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., ,The> wa,, lhcsr .vout hs under 
~t \lllrk on th e hills, in th e 
ft<•Jr k and in SC' hoo l is rcallv 
amazing-. Th e neat pilC's o.f 
wood 111 t hr school C'onipound . 
th" . hug·c stacks of hay a nd 
grai n, the 1rccs th at li;l C' the 
rnad s arc a tes ti111 ony to their 
ha1·d work, their contribution 
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to the defense of their country, 
Wh en one looks at the deep 

trenches extending- from th e 
very thresholds of the schools, 
almost completely encircling- a 
large hill. and at th e air-raid 
shelte rs that are cut deep in to 
the hill, one's amazement 
deepens. How ca n these 
young-sters find th e tim e and 
energy to bu ild s uch worb, in 
additi on to th eir effort in pro­
ducti on a nd their st udies? 
Watchin g- them, no one can 
douht their d etermination to 
aid th e ir country. 

A loca l school, whi ch 
oftr n vi s ited, had l 16 s tudents , 
in cludi ng :rn girl s. Tog-et her 
with s ix teachers, th es(· 11 G 
stud e nt s admin iste r and carry 
on the sc hoo l. 

Before th e wa• -, adequate 
fund s were availabl <:: for the 
sc hools, in clud ing the hiring 

of janitors and other s taff and 
t hp purchase of fuel for the 
winter . Now, however, funds 
for such purposes are given 
only to colleges and technical 
school s , while the high schools, 
(11Jtside t he teaching staff, are 
on a sci f- main knance bas is . 
Whil e th eir pred ecessors en­
j oyed the comfo rt of a blazing 
fire in the classrooms during 
wint e r as a matter of course, 
today's students chop and stack 
the firC\\·ood th emse lves. 

Th e people i ll\'a riably look 
to th e s tudents for the enter­
tainment ,,·hich is part of the 
program of large meetings. 
Th e you ng-ste rs never fail to 
sati s fy th e audi ence with their 
dancing- and s ing-ing-, for whi ch 
the Korea ns are justly fam ous. 

During spri ng sowing, the 
• tudcnts were a strong reserve 
f<>rce on the production front. 

Kore" " sch ool gi rl rhanking a group of Chinese 
Vol11nt rr rs •«ho turned over t<' a <chool all supplies saved 

during 

.i 



Every day I saw groups of 
them swinging along in double 
file on the ir way to the field s . 

They rushed to where they 
were most needed, often spend­
ing several days at a stretch 
in the fields. Many times I 
have seen them r eturn ing, 
triumphant and radiant from 
tho SC'nse o( accomplishment. 
Ba i k :.it school, they s tudi ed 
harder to make up for lost 
time and added S unday to lheir 
time-table. 

At harvest time, th ey went 
out to help reap the grain with 
the same high spiri ts; and I 
have often seen them dance, 
s ing and cut capers when lhe 
long day's work was done. 

When the US threatened to 
bomb all the cities, the stud ­
ents set to wo rk, us ing every 
spare hou1·. to dig tronches 
and air-raid sheltC'rs ; and 
well in advance o( winter , th ey 
had 12 neat pi les of firewood 
stacked in the compound, to­
talling about 24 (·ubic meters. 

But even these efforts paled 
be~i de their levelling of a hill 
to prepare for the construction 
of a hospital. One morning, 
we were su rprised to find a 
large group of students ga­
thered around our q:uarters. 
They were canying picks and 
shovel s, and nobody knew 
what they had come for until 
an interpreter informed us 
that they were going to level 
the hill. 

Gazing at the 20-fuot mound, 
and then at the group of 16 
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a nd 17-year-olds, we thought 
they were joking, and some of 
us laughed aloud. It seemed 
s uch a puny force to overthrow 
a h ill. But t hei r fuces showed 
perfect confidence; t hey had 
come to level the hill , and they 
knew they would. 

Thci r six teachers were also 
wilh them. Dividing into two 
groups, they attacked the hill 
from two s ides, shovels and 
picks sti· iking energetically at 
the ear th. Presently a third 
group was formed to cart 
away the loose earth and dump 
it into a near by hollow. 

After an hour, the younger 
on<'s had a recess, while their 
< Ide r comrades continued to 
\\'Ork with unflagging energy ; 
and lhey sang, their youthful 
Yoiccs fill ing the valley with 
gaiety and cheerfulness. By 
evening, almost half the hill 
had disappeared, and on the 
thirrl day it ha<l cnti1·e ly 
vanished, unable to resi st the 
determination of a youthful 
\\'i ll . A few month s later. a 
new building stood where the 
hill had been. 

Possibly some might wond er 
whether these students arc not 
"forced" to work so hard. 
The best answer to this was 
g iven by my little friend, th e 
girl student. "We a re too 
you ng to go to the front and 
light for our country," she 
sa id with a smile, "but we can 
work lo help relieve her 
burdens." 

China M<>iitJlfy Review 

General Evans Carlson: 

PEOPLE'S SOLDIER 
Rewi Alley 

WllILE coming hack lo Canton city, from a trip to Sumchun, 
where we had been farewellrng some o( the peace delegates to 

lhc rl'cent Asian and Pacifi c Peace Conference, someone handed 
me a newspaper. It was llwn that I read of the election. of 
Gl'nl'ral Eisenhower to the post of Pres ident of the U111ted 

Stall's. 

I looked ou t of the w indow at the south Kwanglung country­
sidt· , at the ruins of the Second World War, now bei ng .cove red 
with vegetation, and thought of another American rn ld1 er who 
in the early days of lhe anti-Japanese war had go.1c over this 
('Ountry with me. Of how Evans Carlson and I had talked so 
Jong on the sampan that s lipped al nights up the canals through 
th e .Japanese lines, continuing our talks through wartime Kiangs i, 
Fukicn, up inlo Chekiang, and then across to the New Fourth 
Army's area in South Anhwci. 

Carlson had had an unu sual career. Enli st ing in the 
United States Anny at the age of lG, he worked hi s way up 
from th e ranks, serving as a co mbat officer in World War I and 
c·nd ing up on the• staff of General Pernhing. Desp it e this per­
sonal s uccess, ho was di ssalisfioo with anny life and resigned 
hi s commiss ion aflc r the war. Howeve1-, two years late1· he 
cnli s le<l in the US Marine Corps and, again startin g in at the 
bottom, gradually rose through the ranks. 

It was while he was in war-lorn Ohina, particularly after 
his vis it to the Liberated Areas, that ideas seemed to take form 
in his mind as he more and more fully realized l.hc menace of 
Japanese imperiali sm, of hew U1c Ku omi ntang was ju st waiting 
for the chance lo w·o rk in with it, and 'how gallant a s truggle 
was being put up by th e real forces for resi stance. H e had 
thought he was through with the armed se rvi ces for ever, refus­
ing even a pens ion for his years of duly. Now he began to realize 
lhat America must fighl in this war. That he would have to go 
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back to fi g h t. 

T hen a s we turned back . 
cooperatives in So uth A h .down from loo king a l Cu ng H 
th t S n wer to l\i a ngs· K. o en o uichuan , nearby to th . Ch. • r- ian, Tai ho, and 
Anny his tory- hr n i·c· I c . rn Kan Shan of Chinese Red 
the Eighth Routt· A r111y anctl mo~e th ought ove r hi s time wi rh 
f elt t ha t an y army !Jo ~u~;e 11c or thwcs t, a nd more and more 
s.tanding what it ;va s t1· in ec, mu st be a peo pl e 's army, undcr­
t1on, and tied closely wit!; tl~e ~o do: de 111 ocrati.c in its o rg ani za-
people from which it had opes a nd security o f th e co111 1110 

sprung. n 
In S'uichu a n we Id 

to walk th · ' co u no t get a bus t K h 
e di s tan ce, Carlson wi th . ) o a nc ow, so set r ut 

myself a good ly wa y behind hi s ong legs, striding ahead 
a?d th e lad wh o was w ith .' bcdca use of my much s ho r te r ones ' 
him · us an the bacrn- · ' . a garn . As I wcu)d cat h . .,,._ag e, comrng on behind 
bndge smokin g· hi s pipe I c up with Carlson , s it ting on 
we sa w in KMT Cl . . l e \\ Otild sta rt ta lkin g of ti t . . a 
J lrna, th e K MT . l l l e 1 aged res 
.apan cse s ide, he would s a . ll Io . enn ess- reall y a part of th 

ti on. A1:rnes S medl cy's ide·a<s) ~; t;1ee Erg hth Route Army organi za~ 
th e need for orga ni zing a . . thrngs that moved people 1 ga1ns t J a pan . , an< 

h 
Later we went on throuo-h 

c uen on va r · " Kwa ngs i, Kweichow, ancl 
th ' wu s co n,·c.vancps that seemed Sze-

e most unlik ely places a . . t o urea k down at a ll 
t rans port in th at· pe ri od . ~ nc~ ·~' ~s th e ha bit wi th Ku ominta no· 
Carl son wh a t line of a ct i h I eca 111 e more a nd more plain t 
to A .· on e s hou ld ta k H 0 
. me11 ca . H e would tp JI th e ic I e. e would go back 
rnh Chin a. That I111peria ) Japan ' ·op e of wh at was happening 
;~ e r~. That the 1·e mu s t be peo 1~; ;;' a menace to peopl e even--
irea . s organi za tion to meet th.is 

He had a s im 1 d. 
up his . d P c, i rec t approac h Wh 

, mrn wha t he s hould do , lh l·;1 e.n he had unC"e mad e 
ghom attempting to do it. Th . nothrng would s top him 

in ese people co I I k e 11101 e he sa w of th e '''ay th e t h · u t wo r too-et ! e1r traito r KMT . " ie r , could carry on · . 
d . . governm ent th in s pi te of 

St
1sg_u1hsed admirat ion fo r th e1,11 errmo1J·e he was fi lled with un -
ra1g t a r · - e oved · 1 

a ' c rng, a nd appreci a ted th e . . s 1m p e li ving a nd 
\\ay tha t f ew wit h whom 1 ha . t qualit y ll1 peopl e he met in 

\·e ra ,·e JJ cd ha v b ' 
'I'he ha rder t he . d c cc n aul c to do. 

bette · h 1 oa • the .nore j"ffi 1 · I e was pleased H . < I cu t ics lo g et ove . I 
app roe.ching middl e a.gc ; e:;ionuldthnevcr a dmi t tha t he was1 'e,te11e 
more than t . ' g a t he . 11 1 · 1 

' a an y tim e in hi s life. to ll t co mo1·e, endurp 
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Then from C hun gkin g , he le ft on hi s g reat c ru sade. H e 
Jooked fo 1· hi s friend s, and found a job in t rainin g marines . The 
war th a t he knew would soon t ouch America, came, and his 
chan ce cam e wit h it. J-1 c Jed in N ove 111 be r l!.142, t en yea r s a go 
thi s month, th e fir st Am eri can peo ple's fo rce agains t the Japan­
ese. H e ha.d pi chd thi s fo re<', he ha d ind octrin ated it, they knew 
wha t th ey we re doing·. and wh~·. ii <' oq.~a ni zed it on the lines 
he ha d learn ed in t he Ei g hth Route A n ny, and he cail cd it " Cun g 
Ho Ha idcrn." 

Jl was success ful. It w as too s uccess ful. The militari s t s 
who fo ug ht n~. t for the peo ple, hu t Lo prntcc t t he "in te res t;;" o f 
their ' 'backe rs" we re sca red. T he democratic na t u re o f thi s 
peo p l e · ~ fo rce wa s too "n·volut iona ry" for th ei r t as tes . The 
fo rce was broken up . Viel uri cs won so eas il y wou ld hardl y brin g 
in t he profi ts needed. The wa r wa s going· t.o be fo ught on th e 
mos t ex pens ive, most old fash io ned principl es pos~ i b l e . A f ew 
yea rs' longe r winn ing· il did i>ot mat te r . Th e big thing was t o 
prcsc t·vc th e Am erican w ay of ma kin g- money , and not to in ­
troduce an y new ideas w hi ch mi g h t Jatc1· prove " dangerous ." 

Ca rl son must have fe lt , though , that he had in a certain 
measure succeeded, w lw n al the Madi son Squ a re Ga rd (: n meeting 
on December 2, Hl45 , he w as rccc i,·cd w ith t he applause of some 
22,000 people, shouting " Gung H o, Gun g H o," and li s t ening whi le 
he t a lked , as we today ta lk in peace confe r ences of the need f or 
''ha nnoniz in g- human relat ions and th e sat is fying of ht•man n eeds 
among· a ll th e peo ples of t he ear th " 

In hi s s peec hes befo re th is t ime, he ha d shown clear ly how 
hi s mind was running-to the wri ters in Cali fo rnia in Odober, 
19-13, h e had sa id , " There is need for us t o r e fre~ h our memories 
on th e principl es whi ch comp1·isc democracy. E specially is there 
need fo r us to wei g h our ow'n a ctions agains t these pri11c iples 
.. . g r eed and p re judice ; in to le rance and goverr.ment by 
pri v ilege--these are th e precepts of the Fasci sts whom w e fight 
. . . in du e lime I came to have .a be tte r under stand ing of and 
a deep r es pec t for , the bas ic decency , th e honesty, •and the quali t y 
of human be ings, espec ia ll y huma ns co nstrained to w ork for their 
live lih cod." 

Carlson began io be a name on the tong ues of many men. 
He was s poken of a s a cand idate fo r hig h office. Then came sick­
ness, and hi s confinem ent to the hospital. In a summing up of 
hi s ideas about 1his America of that time he wrote in a letter to 
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his friend, Agnes Smedley: 

" My meager experi ence with politics and politicians 
has convinced me of several things with regard to this country. 

1. Th e.re is neod for a politi cal party which will truly 
r epresent the people, an<l which will have ma{!hincry 
" ·hi , 1 will permit the people to seleot individuals of th eir 
t•w n choice for public office. Both ex isting major parties 
have too many self-seeking racketeers, who don ' t gi1·e 
two cents about the peopl e. 

2. Th ere are too many racketeers among the leaders of 
organized la bor . Th e members of labor unions will 
never get mor e than th e cow's hind tit, until they or­
ganize and clean house in a de rn{)(' ra t ic manner , and pu t 
in lead ers who will work in t heir interes ts. Tihe only 
hope fo r progress in Am eri ca is a trong, united labor 
movement. The bar to such a movement is th e presence 
in th e ranks of labor of nta ny leaders, who place th eir 
own selfi sh interes ts ahead of the welfare of the people; 
many of Lhese leaders sta nd in th e way of t.ih e edu ca­
tion of union members , wh ich would gi ve them the know­
ledge a nd under s tanding of democratic obj ect ives and processes. 

" Well, I'm jus t beefing, Ag nes, I burn up when I 
see pec) ple st upidly work ing agai ns t th eir own interests. 
I bun1 up, too, when I think of all t he good guys who 
went out and got killed to p rotec t th e rig hts of a hand­
ful of s.o. l>'s to make more money fo r themselves." 

Th ese were words said well, and with under sta nding, as trne today as they were then_ 

And so one leaves the memory of thi s man , who so truly 
r epresen ted the Ameri ca of J efferson and Lincoln, a ma n about 
whom in th e fu ture, more will he written, whose r elatively short 
life was so packed with cha nge, incident an d lea rning, a st udy 
of whioh, one mig ht suggest, would be profita ble for hi s fell ow 
offi ce r, th e new Pres iden t of th e United States. Then too, may 
one prophesy, it may well be that t he anni ve rsa ry of the second 
decade s ince Guad alca nal will receil'e mor e no tice than has the 
first, obliterated as it has been by the sound of mass bombing over Korea. 

1'8 

~a Monthly Review 

THE recent exhibition of 
surgical ins truments an~ 

medicines held in Shan_gh~1 
gave an impet us to Chma s 

. II expanding health rapr c y . 
program and to the promotio~ 
of domestic trade. House 
in the big gymnasium of _the 
Shanghai S'ports Assocra t ron, 
the exhibition was the. firs ~ of 
its kind held in the city smce 
liberation, and was sponso.red 
joi n Uy by seven local c1 aft 
guilds including the piharma­
ceut ical industry, mdu stry of 
surgical instruments'. industry 
of chemical materials ~nd 
inte rnational trade. Lastmg 
16 days it attracted more 
than 15,000 people and ove.r 
Y2 G,000,000,000 worth of bus i­
ness was dK>ne_ 

Almost every kind of in stru­
ment was shown, from X-Ray 
apparatus to simple forc eps. 
The exhibition clearly demon­
strated the ineffectiveness of 
th e US-imposed blockade on 
the one hand, and on the other 
the skill and inventiveness ~f 
China's workers and techni­
cians. 

Going through the display 
of hundreds of instruments 
made in China, the visitor 
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co uld sec th e noti ce "manufac­
tured a fter liberatio n," on the 
maj ority of the articl es . ~ro­
minent among th e exh1b1ts 
were, to name a few, new 
X-Ray machin es, short_-wave 
diath erm y apparatus , mf_an t 
incubators, autoclaves , sprro­
meters (lung capacity gauges ) 
and sphygmomanom eter s (blood 
pressure gauges ). Tlh e man u­
facture of these and ot?er 
instrum ents, cons idered im­
poss ible in the old days , has 
been successfully und ertaken 
in three shor t years. 

Other importan t exhibits 
included a 25-gallon distilling 
apparatus , an a dJustab_le 
opera ting tabl e, and . a pill 
making machin e, which can 
turn out from 65 to 140 
pounds of pills an hour, de­
pending upon the size of the 
pill. 

Previously, only a pproxi:na­
tely 40 percen t of the surgical 
in struments used in Ohma 
were produced in this count ry, 
while today the percen tage 
has risen to 90. 

As China is fa s t heco.ming 
health-conscious , there is a 
constantly increasing demand 
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fo1· medicines and in st ruments. 
The workers have made great 
efforts to increase production, 
and rapid progress has been 
made in this directio n s ince 
1D4D. Taking the index of 
produ d ion in l!J~fl as 100, 
the index in 1D51 for sll' rili­
Z<'rs was 3,800; for forcep s, 
3,800; for sph_vg momanome­
tcrs, 2,000; for balances, 1,700; 
and for probe~. 1, 700. 

One map s howed the rapidly 
widening market for the in­
strum ents produced in Sha ng ­
hai. While forme rly the major 
part was sold <mly in neigh ­
boring provinces, at present 
Shanghai-made i11 stru111c11l s 
and apparatus arc found in 
remote Inn e r Mongo lia , Sin­
kiang and Tibet, where only 
a few years ago modern me-

dical facilities were not avail­
able to the people. 

A large part of the exhibi­
tion was devoted to the di s play 
of t housands of kind s of me­
dicines produced in China. 
Man.v important m edicines, 
not made here before libera­
tion , are now being tunll·d out 
and measure up to in te rna­
tional standards of quality. 
Tlwse include pe nicillin. ehlo­
ron1ycetin, streptomyc in , su l­
fathiazol and PAS. 

At presen t, efforts are being 
made to manufacture th1>sc 
and other pharmaceutical pre­
parations in quanlitic ' s uf­
ficient for th e entire coun tr»"s 
m•ccls. A penicillin fact nry, 
for instance, is being- built in 
~hanghai . 

Union of throry and practice. Tsinghua Univer­
sity Professor Yu J11i·huang and his assistants have 
succeeded 111 making X-ray tubes from domestic 

* 

* 

Government aid , combined 
with the workers' enthusiasm, 
has been an important fac t or 
in the successful manufacture 
of !hes(' medicines. As early 
as lfl~G the Shanghai Pharma­
ceutica l Appliance Company 
began resea 1Th nn the prob­
lems of penicillin 111anufac­
turc. H oweYe r, work was 
ham pered by the fl ood of US­
made penicillin, an:l the Kuo­
min ta ng- govern111ent refused 
to assist t •he company in any 
way. 

Soon after liberati on. how­
ever, the government helped 
to establi s h a penicillin labora­
tcry. and after· a series of ex. 
peri111ents, the co111p<.ny began 
producing penicillin in October 
1951. 

Similarly. before liberation 
very few factories produced 
PA S, a remedy for lubcrcu­
l osi~, because of the competi­
tion of the US product. Out put 
111as on ly about 100 kilogram s 
a year. At present Shanghai 
produces 450 kilogram~ a year. 

A f ew figures show the 
quick growth o f Shanghai's 
pharmaceutical industry wi thin 
the past three year~. Befor e 
liberatic n, there were in the 
cit~' 109 fact or ies with a total 
of 4,2..JD workers . Ry the encl 
of September 1!152 the number 
of factories had increased to 
22..J, e111ploying- 8, 106 workers. 
Production outstripped the 
growth of factories and work­
ers; taking the 1930 index as 
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100, it rose to 300 in 1951 and 
to 379 in 1952. 

The workers have found 
man.v ways to sa 1·.:- 111atcrials 
in th e manufacture of med i­
ci nes and in st rume nt s. Alumi­
num, fur example, has replaced 
bronze in the making of 
srhn~momanometers, saving 
more than two t ans of bronze 
a ~·car in thi s s i~gle item 
alone. 

To take a more important 
example, co rn pulp was for­
merly u eel for penicillin 
culture, according to American 
practice. But. a s corn was 
costly and not easi ly obtain­
able, the> 1rnrkers found that 
cotton >eerl cakes ll"Cre equally 
effi cient. This re~ulted in an 85 
percc>nt cut in production costs. 

S"han.g·hai 's pharmaceutical 
ch<'mical industry has also 
madt> g-rcat strides, with s ix 
nell" faetories since liberation. 
During- the> past three ~-ears 
the rhe111iral~ produced by 
these factcries ha ve meant a 
~a 1·ing· of more than US 
$2.000,000 in fore ig-n exchange. 
Some of their products were 
sent to indus trial ex hi bitions 
in Bulgaria and Germany. 

In certain medicinal ma­
tc>rials, China has an expor­
table surplus. Th e chief export 
items at present are tang kuei 
(angelica po/1111wrpha), chi 
k en (plalycodon grandiflo-
1·11111), and rhubarb. 

YANG Ll-HSIN 
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[---------------------------------·-------·-----------------------A Place for Workers 
I p oR centuries Hangchow The background of this 

and its beautiful West resort is the story of old 
Lake and the surroundhg and new China. Built as 
temple-dotted hills have the private vi lla of a top 
bee n famons as a place of Ching (Manchu) Dynasty 
beauty in China. In recent official in the 17th century, 
yea rs it uecame the near- it was handed down to the 
exclusive pleasure rresl'rve family desce ndents who 
of Kuomintang officials, lived here in great luxury. 
wealthy compradores and In the numerou s buil dings 
foreign taipans. Since co\·ering the large grounds 
liberation, however, it is were hou sed precious col. 
being enjoyed by all the lections of paintings, por-
people. celain, jade, ca rved furni-

Workers and students lure and all the treasu res 
from Shanghai come dow n a 1·ich officia l could Jay 
by train on Saturday after- hands on . The last occu. 
noons for the weekend, pant, a direct descendent 
four hours away fr1llll that "f the founder and him self 
city of more than 5,000,- a Kuomintang official, ran 
000. In addition to all its off to Hongkong before 
scenic glories, placP.s for- liberation. Today the build-
merly barred to the public ings and th<'ir antiques are 
h ave become workers' re· being preserved and ca red 
sorts and rest homes and for while, at the sa me time, 
their splendid grounds vacationing workers are 
O'pen to all. able to enjoy and live in 

On the shore of the mag- the midst of these sp lend id 

I
I 11ificent West Lake is a re lics from China's past. 

newly opened resort for The fine green gardens 
the countr y's railway work- and their lovely centuries-

1
1 ers. Here in the midst of old trees and brooks alnng 

the majestic hills which en- the lakeside are open to 
I close Hang-chow on three the visiting public. 

! sides, railroad men and In one large garde!l is 
women are now spending the tomb of the founder 
their vacations. of the e ·d d th 

L-------------------------~~:~n:~~----e~ ....... ~-

\'X1orkcrs' ~anato1 iun1 
at Hangch c1w's fan1 o u s 
West Lak< .. 

tombs of his I 0 wives. In 
the dormitories set up in 
some of the buil ,ling-s over· 
looking West Lake are 
clean. well-ventilated and 
sunlight-d renched b ig rooms 
with large ar.d comfortable 
beds and new bright-color­
ed quilt~ . mosquito nets, 
writing desks and a radio 
amplifying system. 

Rai l workers from all 
oYer China come here. I 
talked with Chang Ming, a 
4~ - year-old worker in th e 
administrative section of 
the T~inan °tation in Shan· 

V iew of 
River from workers' 
r.a natorium. 

tung province, who had two 
more weeks of hi s one 
month Yacation to spend. 
This was the first time he 
had had a vacation in more 
than 20 years as a rail 
worker. Expell~es were 
taken care of by hi s union, 
and to Cha1!g l\ling the best 
part of it all was that this 
Yacation he had dreamed 
of for so Ion~ cou ld be 
s pent in Hangchow on the 
West Lake, a place he had 
always wanted to visit but 
never could. 

-]. F.fS. 
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Religion . 
1n China Today 

Talitha Gerlach --------' 

"Q UR government is s incerely implementing the principle set 
fo rth in the Common Program, Article 5- th e Magna 

Carta of the Peopl e 's Republic of China adopted September 29, 
l!J49, which provides : 

"The pe'Ople of th e P eople\ Hepublic of China shall have 
freedom of thought, s peech, publieation, assembly, association, 
correspondence, person , domi cile, rrl ig io11s belief, and freedom 
of holding processions and demonstrati ons." 

'' In fact, our government encourages the freedom of religious 
prndices for Buddhists, Mohamm edans, Christians-both Pro­
testant' and Ca th olis_-i n China today." 

"Ou r chu rches arc now self-supporting ; in fact some enjoyed 
the healt hy s tale of havi ng a lrnlance in the treasury at the 
end of last yea r. " 

These sta teme nts arc the lcslimon~· of inte rnationally known 
religious leaders, as well as r ank and file church members inter­
viewed in Peking and other parts of China by the delegates to 
th e Peace Conference of the Asian and Pacific Regions. Every 
opportunity was offered to the delegates of the P eace Conference 
to meet with Chinese religiou s leader,-, lo visit places of wor­
ship , to participate in church se rvice's , lo meet and talk inform­
ally with church membe rs. Several cou ntri es at the Peace Con­
fe rence harl rep resentatives in th ei r delega ti ons from the ordain­
ed clergy, f'Onner missionaries and active ch u l·ch members, for 
example Austra lia, Canada, Chin a, Cey lon and notably Indonesia 
with nine Chri sti a n delegates. 

Chin ese Protestants and Catholics, themselves members of 
the Chin ese delegation to the P eace Co nference, as well a s out­
standing Chris tian pastors, theologians, cducat'O rs, YMCA and 

TALITHA GERLACH, an American social worker with many 
yPars' residence in China, was 27 years with the National Bond of 
the Young Women's Christian Association, U.S.A. 
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YW CA secr etari es and Chri st ia n laymCJl di scussed free ly and 
frequently with interested delega tes from abroad about the pres­
ent sta tus of th e Chri s tian churches in Ch in a. Th ey were more 
than cag-C' t' to answer questions conce rning- every phase of church 
life. Active leaders in the Chr is ti a n RPforrn M'ovC'mcnt (Pro­
testant) desc ri bed th e aims an d g-o:.ils of thi s mm·prn pnt tu achieve 

1) sci (-government, 
2) se lf sup port , and 
:n self-propagation of their fa ith-

goals \\' hi ch mi ,-s ionari es had sai d they were wo rkin g· toward 
for dc•c·ades but whi ch had never hl•cn im plemented with serious 
in tent an d thorough -going p radicc. 

The Chri st ian Hcfo rm Mowment bega n on Septem ber 23, 
1950. when 1,527 Chri s tian leaders i,-s uC'd a joint s tatement-a 
deda ration which now has been s igned by :J .I0,000 persons or 
11 earh· half of th e 700,000 ProtPslants in China. Local and r e­
giona.l cornmittees num be rin g· :!O:J han• l1l'Cll ur;.!;anizcd by the 
churches to ca rry out the a ims of this mo,·1·111cn!. 

Today the Protesta nt church under th e lcade1·ship of . th e 
Christian Refo rm l\1ov<'mcnt i,- \lndertak1ng- a st•nous 1 c-exam 1na· 
lion of its past, es1wcially it:; political a<, 1111 .pti"n' and in so do111g 
is cli scow rin g mo re full.'· th<' 111! a11ing- er ib Chri,tia11 faith. This 
critical analy ~ i s lakes on nt:\\. signifi ca nce a s th e church , a long 

P eking M oskms pr~sentin g 
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all institutions and people in China, is seeking to free itself 
from the r eactionary influences of the West and the feudali stic 
bondage of China's own past. Chinese Chri. tians tes tify that 
the passage from Isaiah quoted by J cs us, " ... he hath appointed 
me to preach the gospel to the poor, to pn~ach deliverance lo the 
captives, and recovering of sigh t to the blind, to se t at li be1'ly 
them that arc brui sed," is coming tru e in lhe life of ordinary men 
and ···omen, particularly th ose form erly oppressed and exploited 
I ·' the privileged classes. Christians affirm luday thal the 
people's government of China is a government dedicated to bring. 
Ing "abundant life" to all people throug hout the land. 

This critical examination is a bo revealing the all too llre­
valent position of lhe Church in th e pas t, of uncritically s upport­
ing the government in power, a s well as endorsing the foreign 
policies uf the so-called " se nding coun tri es, " thus bec loud ing and 
di storting the message of Chri stianity. 

Catholic and Protestant church leaders alike disc ussed freely 
the place of missionaries in China and the eva luation of their 
work. They accord due r espect to those mi ssionaries who came 
to China motivated by a s incere d1.» irc to preach the gospel and 
to se1Te the people. However, too <•f'te n the good motives were 
confused with political naivety as indi ca ted through the con­
versation a Christian educator had after li be rati on with a mi'­
sionary with whom he had worked for years. 

Th e Ch inese edu cato r s tated IH • ne~ tly and earnestly, •·r fer­
vently love my co untry and wh ok·heartedly support th e polici es 
of my goYernment with regard to Korea and other qu es ti ons of 
foreign policy." Wh ereupon th e missionary said, "If you take 
this positi on you al"c bet raying Chri st ianity and our miss ionary 
work has fail crl ." "O n the contra!'y,"' said the educator, "I sti ll 
s incerely hold to th e Chri stian faith which I accepted undl'I' 
your guidance. I am a sincere, s taun ch Christian." "But," said 
the miss iona!'y, "you are against the United States governm ent.· · 
The Ch1·i s tian educator replied, "Your work is not to convert lh 

to become Am e ricans, but to preach the gospel." This s imp le 
story shows all too cl ea rly the confu sed thinking of some mi s­
sionaries and their inability to distingui sh between the esse nce 
of Christian teac hing and the policies of their own government. 

Othe1; instances were related in which mi ss ionar ies not on ly 
discouraged, but bluntly forbade students in mission school s to 
take part in national anniversary celebrat ions, patriotic demon­
strations, even health and sa nitation campaigns, thus placing 

~ 
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Peace Confe~ence delegates chatting during a ;e~ss. 
From ldt: Wu Yao-tsung,, Ch_inese deleg~e ;nlndi:: 
tcstant leader, Dr, Saifuddtn K1tchlew, hea o ~le· 
d I t ·on N Dh,.mmaratana, head of Ceylonese d c cga 1 , • • • 

gation and well-known Buddhist priest. 

themselves against the people's government. All too freq~ently 
mi ssionaries have failed to catch the new spirit of coopera 10n .. 

. . . · West China in charge of a mis-
. One m1ss10nary doctor '.~iberation to account for the medic~l 

s1o n hos pital was asked after. d f. ECA (American Economic l . th h pita! had receive 1 om 
supp 1es . e os . . . . When he failed to produce any 
Cooperation Admmishation). . · · made which 
records of their di sposi\~n an m;c:~~gaJ:.~~s w:i~vately. Upon 
re,·ealcd that he had .s~ h.some i~on as director of the hospital 
being asked to relmqms ~ s pos refused. Because of his 
tu a Chinese adn~1111 st rato~, h~es~~~~ble ethical standards, he 
uncooperative attitude. an hq· ·. ·\· . China and arrangements was not invited to contmue is v. o1' m 
were made for hi s departure for home. . 

A Catholic univers ity president told o\ t;eequ~~fi~~ a:h~~~ 
d f ulty sent ti> the governmen 

students an ac t' f the foreign priest who super-vestigation of the past ac wns 0 
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vised the ins titution H e th · t 
1 

d 
warned the students. th t' t e pries , ia . openly and repeatedly 

a o cooperate with th e peo ple's , ~ent was_ tan_tamount to se llin g th eir so ul s to perdition go~crn ­
mvestigation 1t was foun I th t 1 1 d . · Pon 
th e KMT . ,. . . . r a ic ia earl ie r coo perated with 
police n 11 e~1~~e in . g1v1ng- up a prog-ress_ive s tudent to the scnet 

a c a 1e sa me time wa s reporting to hi h 
ment reganling the univers ity and r·o ndi tions ins C~~~ go~~rn­
faced with hi s own letters from th e fil es th . t . ien 
plete c nf · ti · • e pn es wrote a com 

.. o ess 1on, con rming the finding;; o f the inves tigation H -
was 1 emoved from office and r equ es ted to leave the countr;. e 

. A_nd through this whole experience of free ing Christianity 
iCnhSht1~ia from the _ pollutions and distortions of the past Chin ese 

'i s Jan s are n•d1,covering . I" ' 
Chri s tian faith \Veil . ~ new vi_ta it.v and s t1·cngth in their 
toda are h cl: may it he sa id that Chin ese Chrislians 
. Y . :a. mg a movement for th e r enai ssance and ref r 
~;nJ ~~ n C~1:;:t 1 ~~t; . s i1~il~~· in significance to th e movemen~' 1~1c~i 
luri es in EL;1:ope. J m u er and John W es ley in the pas t cen-

Chri s lian s in China today proudly exp 1 ess th . 
th e peoplc"s governm ent a1;~, dec lare tlw msc lv s c1 r loyalty to 
c1t1ze1rn lak111[! artiq> pad in liui ld ing th e Il l'\\" s:cie~~- l~~l11 0~1c 
economic ord t·1 · a nd th e new politica l 'V' ll-111 th e n" ·1 ' e nnv 

· · · • 'w l emoc racy, 

Cey lonese delei:atir>ll to Asian and Pacific Regions 
P eace Confen·nc<· p ays a v i.-it to P ;•ki11g's famous Yung 
H o Buddhist kmple. 

unde r which the life of China and of the Chinese peop le is 
being tran sform ed toda y. Protc~ta nt, Catholic, Buddhist, 
Mohammedan leaders se rved in the P eople's P oliti cal Cons ulta­
tive ('onfcrencc wh ich drafted th e Common Prog ram, Chin a's 
con stitution in its prese n t form. They also sP rve on provincial 
anJ municipal P eo ple's P oliti ca l Consultati ve Counc ils. Thi s they 
proudly s tate is lhC'ir c iti ze ns hip rig-ht and rcspo ns iliilit_v. 

Accord ing ly, Christians have s upported and cooperakd in 
the g-overnm ent program for developing a unified educationa l 
system in China l oda~', a sy:-;lem which has incorpnra tpcl private 
educa ti onal ins titutions in cluding the former mission -s upported 
col!Pges, unive rs ities and midd le sehools. Likew ise medica l 
schools, hospital s, clinics. orphanages and oth e r socia l welfare 
in ·ti tu lions, fornwrly mi s.-<io n s upported a nd directed, are now 
cooperating in the national prog ram for hea lth , medica l and 
welfare se rvice under Chinese direct ion and finan ced co mple te ly 
by th e Chinese th emselves. 

Th ese ins tituti ons, far from sac rifi cing th ei r former s tand­
ards of work, are finding th emselves challenged lo se t eve r high er 
standards s uited to the needs o f the country and to se rve the 
people on a broade1', wide r sca le than ever befo re. Se rvices are 
being extended and personne l trained in greater numbers with 
a new emphasis on "serv ice lo the people." Thi s new and far­
reac hing conc<!pt of "serv ice to all" is onp of the most convin c­
ing ev idences of th e basic chan ge which has taken place in 
China , a transformatio n recogni zed by th e Christian Church as 
so mething that Christians have I o n~ professed a s th e ir goal for 
mankind but as yet have achieved so rarely. 

Signifi cant developments, too, are taking place in the field 
of th eological educati on in th C' Protes ta nt Chri st ian Movement. 
Th rec th eologica l sc hoo ls in Peking co n ti nu e fo en li s t more 
st udents than before libe rati on, o ffe ring training- on three levels 
- unive rsity, senior middle sc hool and .iuni o1· middle school. 
Both young new s tudents and old e r expe ri enced religious work­
ers arc e nrolling in th ese seminaries to im prove their training 
and educa ti on for r eligi ous work. 

Last fall 11 separate unitF in the East China Area , 
which formerly s trugg led and competed to maintain th emselves, 
united to for m the Union Th eo logica l Seminary in Nan­
king, pooling their resources in faculty and eq uipment, ye t 
providing separate courses in the r eligi ous doctr in es and creeds 
of the r espective denom ina t i0ns which have united in this j oint 
enterprise. The curriculum in these seminaries includes such 
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courses as: The Bible in origi nal vers ions, the Old and New 
Testaments, Christ ian Doctrine, t he P hil osop hy of Religion , His­
tory of Religion, Comparative Relig ions, SacreJ Mu s ic, Practical 
Problems of the Chri s tian Reform Movem ent. 

Th e YMCA and YWCA Mo\·cmc nts a re finding themselves 
drawn closer to th e organi zed Ch ristia n Movement a nd are chal­
IE:nged a lso to rc-t' xam in e th eir prng-rams in th e light of the new 
develnpi: nts in China today. I3 otl ' assoc iati ons repo rt mu ch 
activ lly in lite racy classes, vocati11nal training classes, health 
and phys ica l education, nurser ies, cu ltural acti viti es, lectures 
and discuss ions on topics of current interest. Greater emphasis 
than ever befo re is being placed on religi ous activ ities and re­
ligiou s s tudy groups. 

At P eki ng, a new bond of unity <1 nd fellow s hip was forged lie­
tween the peace-lov ing peoples of th e As ian and Pacifi c Regi ons. 
Relig ious people of a ll faiths-JJuddhi s t , Mohamm eda11, 
Catholi c and P ro tes tant Chri s tian- we re united with peoples of 
different social and econom ic liackg-ro unds, of d ifferent race:-:, 
nationalities and pol itical lieliefs, in t he common struggle to 
achieve peace in th e wo rld today. l\los t of the peo ple assembled 
in P eking wei·e, in mi ss ionary termin ology, from "receiving cou n­
tri es," I.Jut sad ly lacki ng were th e representat ives for peace from 
t he churches of th e "sending co un t ri es ." 

It mu st again lie emph ns ized that the Chinese Christian lead­
ers were eager a nd willing and ready to welco me Chris tians 
from abroad al the Peace Conference . But wher e \\'ere th e re­
presentatives of t he Chri s tian forces in the Un ited States of 
America? Unfortunately t hey \\'err not present in Pekin g. 
Trul y, the Chri s tian c hurches in Antl'ri ca faile d utterly to take 
thi s opportun ity to meet with their fe ll ow Chri st ian s from China 
and other countr ies who came to Peking to discuss the paramoun t 
nuestion of peace in the world t oday. Th ey a lso fai led thereby 
to discuss questions regarding the slatus of Chr is tiani ty in 
Chin a today \\'ith Chin ese Chri s tians th emselves. 

Chin ese Chri :-: tian lea ders affirm that th ere is new vi go r and 
new life s1win g ing up in th e Chri st ian Movement unde r Chine'c 
leader ship whi ch is strengthening th e re li g ious li fe of th e 
churches. Ch ri s tian clergy a s well a s rank a nd fil e chu rch mem­
ber s attes t to the freedom of religion and t he bright future whi ch 
lies ahead fo r th e Chri st ia n Movement in China. Well may th e 
question be a sked , " Does the Chri stia n Church of the West have 
the hu mi lity of spi ri t, se lfl essness and ope n-mindedness to learn 
from their fe llow Chinese Chris tians?" 
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Letter to a lormer School- II 

mate in New York . 

I 
I 
I 

Shanghai 

Dear Ruthi e , 
I was ·g lad t o hea r of all your 

doings in th e old s cho ol. I graduated 
fr om the s choo l I wrot e you ab out l as t 
time and en t er ed a diff erent on e . 
There wer e a l ot of new stud~nts , so 
we all felt strange for the first few 
days . 

This scho ol u sed to b e called . 
Mc Tyei re, built by foreigners t o give 
Chinese girl s , mos tly daughters of 
rich parents, a fo reign-sty~e educa­
tion. But last June, McTyeire i::-nd St. 
Mary's Hall for Girls wer e com?ined 
into th e Shanghai Municipal Third 
Girls' Middle Schoo l. {Quit_e a m:rnthful 
in English!) Mos t of the girls in_ my 
class, which you would call the first 
year of s enio r high, are fro m the 
families of workers and farm ers, who 
never had much chance t o get an educa­
ti on before. 

l Th e American curriculum is behind 
1 the Chinese, so I had to s p~nd the ! summer making up elementary algebra. 
1 If you think you have a l ot of wor_k, 
I with five subjects, think of me w~th 

1 l 10' including chemist ry and physics' I 
l intermediate algeb r a and geometry and 

J .. ::::~----~-~------------~-~---___J 
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''new'' school with one of my roommates 1' 
and she told me that in the old days ' 
there were sometimes only 16 students I 
to a classroom, so th er e were lots of 
empty seats. School fees were so high 
that only the rich could afford to 
pay, Now the school has about 2,000 I 

I students, about three times as many as 
before, so we have to use all the 

! 

sp~re.rooms for class e s until the n ew I 
buildings are finished. The fees are 
much ~ ower.now, and s oon it won't cost 
a~ything, Just like at the universi­
ti e s. Education isn't compulsory yet I 
because there aren't enough schools· ' 
they're filled to overfl owing as s o o~ I 
as th ey're built. 

1
, 

Going to school h er e is different i n 
a lot of ways. I r emember h ow glad we I 
used to be to get out in the afternoon I 
and. l ooke d forward to those l ong ' I 
h o li~a;ys. But now I r ea lize that it's 

1
1 

a privilege to be able t o go to school 
and so do my scho~lmates. We study ' I 
pretty hard, but it's al l interes ting I 

I and we help each other ou t. We don't ' 1 
I h~ve to worry about getting jobs, / 
1 ei~h~r, because there a re 10 jobs 1 

I

f waiting for every college graduate! 1 

Our .school library has translations / 
I of En~lish, Ame~ican, Soviet and other I 
I
I clas~ics, and since my Chinese i s 1 

1 
getting better, I' 11 soon be able to I 

1 read them all. Sometimes the whole I 

l 
s?hool goes to a movie, but nothing I 

~~~~-~~~~-:~~_a_:~:~-~:~-=~-~~-------J 
1
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1
1 pictures we used to sit through. The :, 

pictures we see have their love 

I interest, a ll right, but the heroes f 

11

1 
and he roines are people who try to 

1 
build something or make it bett er. 

I The villains are th e ones trying to 1 

I 
kill or destroy, and th ey 'r e not 

1
, 

glamorized, but shown up for what they 
are. 

I 
' We have a lot of sports, and we all 
I ge t into something, not like in the 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

I 
I 
I 

St a tes, where most fans sit and watch 
professionals play. Schools, the Army, 
unions and other organizations hold 
track meets, and they have their own 
basketball teams. The importance of a 
strong and healthy body is emphasized, 
so sports don't only belong to the 
professionals, but to everybody. 

And dancing! Well, you should see 
how everybody likes to dance, regular 
ballroom and folk dances, like our 
square dancing. My schoolmates say 
this is something new; there didn't 
used to be so much dancing, because 
the old Kuomintang discouraged it, and 
anyhow, nobody had enough to eat to 
feel much like it. 

1 I'm living Slt the school, and since ! Shanghai is an early-to-bed and early­
' to-rise town, our rising bell rings at 
1 six. But unless we have tests, we can f 
f snatch another half hour in bed before I 

! bre:~:a::~ting somewhere with the I 
L~~:~-~~-~:~~-~~~_a:_~~~~: __ __ 
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fl''• there are different dialects. ''Man-
darin'' is the standard dial ec t, so 
I'm concentrating on that, but here I 
everybody speaks Shanghai dialect, / 
which is qu ite different . I hope my 

1 s el ling has improved. It should have, I 
because I'm in fourth year English, and 

1 we of t e n have spelling tests, writing II 
the ChinP-se translati on next to each 
word. But when I tell my classmates l 
that Chinese is hard e r than English, l 
they think I'm only kidding! 

Since Chines e ha s no a lphab e t, but 
a character for each sound, foreign 
name s have to be transli t erated with I 
one chara c t e r for each syllabl e . Some 

1
• 

foreign names take up almost a whole 
line. '' Alps'' is only fo ur letters, 
but in Chinese it's four words, ''ah le 
p u s se .'' 

The oth e r day I went to one of the 
book s t or es and bought ''Tom Sawyer'' 
in Chine se for my moth e r, so she can 
study it, using the English alongside. 

I ho pe you have a wo nd e rful time 
ove r the h olidays , and write and tell 
me all abou t it. Best wishes for a 
peaceful New Year! 

l
1 

Yours, 

Xenia ! 
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Report from lpin 
Chang Jen-kai 

Tiff, second hig hway to be 
built in Szechuen within 

the past three·years was com­
pleted in 17 month s and open ­
ed to traffic in tim e for t he 
Nati (' nal Day cele-bration last 
October 1. 

Sta rting from I pin , 
the n('w highway twi sts and 
turns southwestward, through 
Ghinfu , Kaohsien and H si un,g-­
Ji cn, ove r difficua terrain, 
crossing two ri1·ers and 524 
bridges and tunnel s, and ends 
at Tang-pa . The !Vi-kilometer 
road is an i111porta11t highway 
an<! its construct.ion was on ly 
a little less difficult than th e 
build ing of the Kwan-meng 
hi ghway in north Szechuen. 

The Kuomint:1ng collected 
six different levies to pay 
f,H. the Ipin-Tangpa high. 
1ray, ('VC r a pe riod of 20 year~, 
but. not a single worker 
was hired. Meanw'hile, the 
pt·ople Jiving in the mountain­
ous Tangpa area had great 
difficulty in e>bta in ing salt, 
cloth a nd other nece'isities, 
ll'h ile th eir own products, in­
c:ud ing tea, silk, herbs and 
hides, barely trickled to the 
markets, owing to the difficulty 
and cost of transportation . 

Ten thousand men worked 
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on the road. Four nell' wharves 
were bui lt on the Ch in Sha 
and Min ril'ers to hr.ndle con­
st ruction materials, and the 
whole project required the 
culling of thoii3ands of cub ic 
meters of stone and the 
blasting out. of whole cliff­
sides. 

At one point, the pi'ojected 
lin e ran along the face of 
White Cliff, high above a 
rnshing st ream. Wh en the 
first group of stonecutters 
inrived at t he new camp near 
White ('Jiff, two big leopards 
dashed out of the camp and 
ran into the for<>st. Undaunted 
hv the dang-er from wild 
a;1imals, the workers attacked 
the 150-foot cliff. 

Some of the younger ones 
se t the example for the others 
by loweri ng themselvPs down 
the face of the cl iff by ropes 
to bore holes for the dynamite 
charges. The stone was so 
hard that the drills quickly 
became dull, but t.hc men kept 
at thei1· task and by trying 
different methods of drilling 
they finished their dangerous 
job in record time. 

The workPrs' spirit was 
shown also at Pingtan , where 
a stone bridge was con-
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structed. The plan called for 
the work of 75 experienced 
stonecutters for a month, but 
only 22 stonecutters were 
available. Not di ~rouraged, 
they i.Jegan work, and 30 
other men joined them. The 
stonecutters showed their tech­
nique ti, the others, and help­
ed them to learn on the job. 

Sometimes they started an 
hour before sunri ~e; some­
times they worked by moon­
light. The administration 
advise<! them to take it easier, 
but the men p I edged not 
to slacken their efforts until 
the trucks started rolling 
along the r oad. With such a 
spirit of mutual h<!lp and en,-. 
thusiasm, the 52 men com­
pleted the bridge ahead of 
schedule. 

Business contracts concluded 
at the conference reache<I a 
large figu1·e, with the parti. 
cipation of buyers and sellers 
from a ll the cities of so uth 
Szechuen. Buyers from the 
11e:ighboring provinces of Yun. 
nan and Kweic how took many 
south Szechuen products, in­
cluding cloth and salt, and 
sold ham, lacquer, medicinal 
herbs and other of their own 
products. 

THE new highway played its 
part to facilitate the carry­

ing out of the many contracts 
signed at the sp uth Szechuen 
conference to promote the inter. 
flow of goods, held in Luchow 
during July. After the "Five 
Ant.i's" campaign (against 
illegal practices of business-
111c•11, such as b1·ibery and theft 
of government property), 
prices had declined an average 
of fire percent, while as a 
result of government construc­
tion projects, th e purchasing 
power of the people increas­
cci. Thus the demand for all 
sorts of goods consequently 
rose. 
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Th e conference aided the 
\'a1·ious di stricts of south Sze­
ch uen to exchange their pro­
ducts. Loshan and Chienwei 
bought Ipin's charcoal and 
ma tting, for example; and the 
suga r and tobacco of Neikiang 
a1:d TzeC' hong found new mar­
kl'!~. The new Chungking­
Chengtu railroad offers q11ir·k 
r. nd cheap_ transportation for 
tbP!'e produds. 

Quality of products was dis­
cus,ed also, and in some in­
stances sellers guaranteed to 
improve their standards. 
Sulfur from Kusong and 
Kung hsien, for example, used 
to be sold in East China, but 
the quali ty deteriorated and 
business fell off. At the con­
ference, s uggestions were made 
to improve the quality and the 
Native Products Company 
ordered a shipment. 

Farmers also benefited from 
the conference, sell ing more 
than 10,000 hogs from the Ipin 
di st rict alone, and in turn they 
bought some 200 threshers and -....-........ 
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other machines. 
Th e merchants who thronged 

the confel'ence, observing- the 
busin ess method s ol the state­
nrned enterprises. developed a 
new attitude to\\'ard bus int•ss . 
Formerly, private merchants 
conducted their bu:;iness alon,g 
the lines of high unit profit, 
oPly, buL no\\' the.v sec the 
advantages of doing a high 
volume of business at a lower 
unit profit rate. 

SOUTH Szechuen, along with 
th e r est of the nation, 

took part in the health and 
hygiene movement. A pre­
ventive rather than curative 
program, the results were a 
great decrease in death and 
disease rates. 

Every village and city dis­
trict launched a clean-up cam­
paigTI, under the slogans of 
"Five Killings" (flies, mosqui-

toes. li ce, fleas and bedbugs) 
and "Four Clean nes.ses" (food, 
clothes, house and utens il s ). 
Local g-ovel'llments ca lled on 
everyone to be ''models of 
clt•anness," and aftel' inspec­
tion, houses found free of flies 
and insects had poste rs to that 
effect sluck on the door. 

With enryl,udy pitching in, 
hug-e quantities of rnbbish 
\\'t•re deaned o«t and harmful 
inst·cts destroyed. Tzechong 
city in 20 da:<s dredged four 
st reams rlea l'ed away more 
ihan 2.5,000 tons of ;.ubbish, 
and killed millions of flies a nd 
thousands of rats. Such 
figures c0uld be repeated for 
eve ry town and village. The 
doctors also worked hard to 
make the clean-up d1;ve a 
s uccess, r ealizing that their 
duty is to help in every way 
to create sanitary conditions 
for everyone. 

!I 
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American POW's Write to US 

Delegates at Peace Conference 
The following letters were sent to the United 

States delegation to the Asian and Pacific Regions 
Peace Conference in Peking by three American 
prisoners of war in Korea. The three men-Lieut­
enants John Quinn, Paul Kniss and Floyd O'Neal­
are US Airforce officers and each has admitted 
participating in germ warfare. 

Dear Delegates, 

Because you also want peace we join hands with you in 
that common cause. Because we know what you must have put 
up with from those in our country who opposed your coming 
to Peking, and because we know the trial of s lander that will 
face you and your effo rts when you return home, you have our 
deep and sincere respect. We stubbornly believe that you, in 
league with the other peace fighters in the US, can and will 
arouse the people out of theii· lethargy and force a reasonable 
peace in Korea. We are eager to join you as loud and active 
supporters in your effor ts for permanent world peace. 

That wouldn't have been poss ible before we were captured 
because we were blinded to the truth by our own (US) pro­
paganda. Those were the days when we believed, as many 
still do in the US today, that it verged on treason to sign the 
Stockholm Peace Appeal. Of course, we hadn't read the appeal. 
Now we see things differently-thanks to the people whom we 
once called "enemies. " 

And you can tell the wise-acres in the US that "No," we 
haven't been duped, we've simpl y become a little wiser. Nor 
have we memorized new pat phrases with which to answer all 
questions (that system doesn't work when put to the test we've 
found out). This time we've stud ied and r easoned things out 
for ourselves. They certainly don't add up to the line of crap 
that sent us charging in here to protect the world and our own 
families from the "Communist menace." The people at home 
who still swallow that line they're handed by the press and radio 
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as the straight dope would gape at us open mouthed if they 
could hear us talk for a while. 

I ask you if it isn't pretty unu sual to see common, every­
day Americans sit down calmly and discu ss s uch subjects as 
scientific socia li sm and communism. Of course, we don't all 
agree on its being good for the US, but there is the fr eedom to 
fayor it without fear of di , respect-sornething new, freedom of 
opinion! Th rough that open-minded , objective attitude or ap­
proach, we've been able to discover the real exponents of war. 
And Oh! how ,,.c want to tell the world about them. 

We're not all agreed on all things ; we aren't all cut out of the 
same cloth. But one thing we are agreed on and that is the 
US is deliberately stalling the peace talks by taking a stand 
that doesn 't approach bei ng reasonable. This is a dirty, foul, 
rctten wa r as everyone who has seen it can tell you. Can any­
one who has heard the orders to "shoot anything that moves" 
or "shoot anything in white" (the t raditi onal Korean civilian 
dress ), or of "operation ki ller" doubt that it is? 

Yes, they fail to get the point. Before having this chance 
to s tudy I found excuses for such orders and for such operations. 
Yet if we make the results of such orders our business and look 
these results squarely in the face , we come away sick. But let's · 
get specific by looki ng at the surface of this slime, just the 
surface. 

This was a sto ry that was going around. A fighter pilot 
reporting back at de-briefing said, "Boy! I really got 'em, at 
least 50." "Fifty what, where?" he was asked. "Chinese," the 
pilot went on, "in a school yard, th ey were di ~gu i sed as little 
kids playing hop scotch ." The pilot, and those who heard him 
thought this was pretty witty. But what type of situation makes 
such morbid stor ies wit? Obviously it's an effort to laugh off, 
or get rid of an inward feeling of guilt. 

The fellow who to ld me that story told me of an actual 
mi 5sion he'd bee n on. He dove down to strafe an ox cart as 
per standing instructions, and was somewhat disconcerted be­
cau se the old Korean leadi ng the ox didn't dive for the ditch. 
"What could I do?" he comp lained, "the 50 calibre slugs picked 
him clear off the road and the ox dropped like its legs had been 
cut from under it." No, the ox cart didn't exp lode nor had he 
ever met anyone who'd seen one explode, but he heard they 
sometimes did. 

One ni ght was on a B-26 mission working for the firs t 
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First lieutenant John Quinn, 17993A, a US Army 
Airforce pilot, is 29 years old and his home is in Pasa· 
dena, California. Quinn is shown on the right testify­
ing to his participation in germ warfare before the 
International Scientific Commission. 

time under flare s. Outs ide the region of light were mountains 
and they certainly didn't soothe my nerves. I'd worked myself 
into a ner vous frenzy trying to locate some trucks that had 
been r eported in the valley. Luckless and exasperated I gave 
up the search, punctuating it with two 500-pound bombs on a 
village below. ''Man," the pilot of the flare aircraft said, " You 
sure woke somebody up that time! "-"Chinese barracks" we 
called them. 

If these two incidents are typical, they are typical on the 
side that's easier to look at. Pilots who haven't s uch incidents 
on their conscience are rare. Have you ever heard of 
clea ring a r oad of refugees with 50 calibre machinegun fire? I 
have. No, thank God, I wasn't there, but such stories aren't told 
by anyone to g ;i in prestige, they're passed in like troubles. This 
is just a sketc hy glimpse of Van Fleet's "blessing in disguise." 

There is one other thing I'd like to mention, another stench 
from this miasma they call a "police action," and it rates a 
separate paragraph. It raises tJhe ques tion: \\'hat are we 
becoming? Many of us, more and more of us, can compare our· 
selves with Hitl er's butchers and honestly ask, "What's the dif­
ference between us and them?" I refe r to germ warfare. You 
know it's being used. You've seen the proof of it. But the 
people back home don't know about it. We 're counting on you 
to prove it to them. We know they'll stop it and we want it 
stopped. Please, we know it will be difficult, but let the people 
know. 
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Germ bombs not only kill people on the ground but they do 
I.----... 
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something to the person that drops them. Once you harden your­
self to germ warfare you've become a machine capable of any­
thing. If the chauvinistic propaganda in the US is still too 
strong for the people to r ealize that Koreans and Chinese are 
just as rea l a nd just a s human as we are, t hen let them con­
sider what's happening to "their boys" who are conducting germ 
warfare. And ask them to think, as we have, about the morals 
and motives of those who wou ld order its use. Ask them to 
think about the statement of the senator who said that it may 
sound cold-bloodl'd to say so, but the atom bomb was a poor 
weapo n s ince it destroyed so much prope rty, and that what we 
need is a weapon that would only kill people. Make them realize 
it is being used anrl don't Jet anyone dope them into accepting 
it. Germ warfare mu st be outlawed! 

I don't know how much of what we POW 's say is worth­
while. We're none of us writers, but we are all chafing at the 
bit to be heard by our people back hom e. We don't dare say 
the things we'd r eally like to in our lette rs home for f ear they' ll 
go into fil e 13 in the censorship office. As it is, my wife has 
only r eceived one letter from me and that one was broadcast by 
Pek ing radio. A co rrespondent sent her a telegram from Pek ing 
when she was due to have a baby on August third. She didn't 
get that. Why? 

I have high hopes that some of the things I tell you here 
will get to the people. I know you ca n't j ust push a button and 
mak e that hope come true-"freedom of the press" can ' t be inter· 
preted quite that l iterally. But maybe yo u can find a way. 
Surely th e people want to hear from us. And just a s surely 
we have the right to be heard . I know if we were to say 
something in favor of th is war the New Y ork Times would prob­
ably headline it , "Kor ea n Hero Says So and So." But our first 
hand impression of this war, gained at the ri sk of our lives, 
supporting those policies we now oppose, ought to mean even 
more to the people. It is a warning to them that th ey are high­
balling it down the wrong track and this track leads to World 
War III. 

The peace issue in Korea seems to revolve around the POW 
issue and as POW's we feel we have the righ t to say some­
thing about it. We've seen enough of the Chinese to have a 
pretty good idea of how they feel about this issue and what they 
think about their new China. No one can tell me that any of 
them would ever volunteer not to be repatriated, much less beg 
to be 'saved .' They're not onl y tremendously proud of their 
new China, they are all fired up with the desire to get back and 
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add to its peaceful construction under peaceful conditions. 

But never could anyone at Kaesong agree to the American 
proposal on exchange of POW's because these people would 
consider that abandoning their comrades. And what else would 
it be? Can any reasoning human ueing believe that people 
would voluntarily write such messages as th ey have in blood? 
That's Tom Sawyer in "let's play pi rate" stuff. Surely the 
same peop le who will carry 'uch messages to a peace confer­
ence table would also provi de ink, and surf' ly only an idiot 
would use bl ood when ink is availa ble- if this were all voluntary. 

We want peace. We want it bad. I've got a little baby 
I've never seen. My kids need a daddy and my wife need s a 
hu sband . I need her. We all wan( to go home. But we want 
oth er things too. We want th e r oot of thi s whole mess exposed 
and hacked out. We want a clear atmosphere in which we can 
breathe freely and plan a peaceful future. Tn short, we want 
more than ju't to get home to our families. We want some 
guarantees for th eir safety. 

You ha ve a long tough jou ah ead of you. You have our 
prayers for s uccess and our respect. Get us peace in Korea 
and we pl edge yo u our acti ve sup port. Thanks for all yo u\·e 
already done. Thanks also fo r what we know vou will do 
What can r say-God s peed! - . 

F or a peaceful tomorrow, 

JOHN QUINN 

Dear Delegates, 
LETTER FROM LT. PAUL KNISS 

Thi s letter conta ins an unu sual requ est so I thought per­
haps I ought to first explain the reason for it. I believe our 
mail home is being stop ped or restricted to a minimum by the 
US authorities at Kaesong. In order that my Jo,·ed ones and 
the Ameri can peo ple can learn th e truth ahout us prisoners and 
how we feel a bo ut this war, I hope you will take home a message 
to th em about us. 

When I write to anybody I always try to compensate for 
my poor writing ability by my sincerity, so please believe me. 
We men who are prisoners of war are behind the Americans 
working for peace 100 percent. We are trying to end this war 
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First lieutenant Paul R. Kniss, US Airforce Reserve, 
A0-1909070, is 25 years old and is from Monmouth, 
Illinois. KniS> (left) is testifying beforp the Interna­
tional Scientific Commission. 

and all wars al so, but being so far from the American public 
we are restricted to a certain extent in our efforts. The support 
and help that we have r ece ived from th e Chinese Voluntee rs in 
th is fight shall neve r be forgotten . You have undoubtedly seen 
in Peking, and in all China, all th e Chinese people want is peace. 

My news on the Peking peace meeting is very limited. Our 
newspapers take seve ral days to arrive, but I am sure you have 
heard my name ment ion ed with germ warfare. I and several 
other pil ots are doing all we can to expose this atrocity, and 
we would welcome all th e support you can give us in America. 
Thi s weapon that is currently being used in Korea and China 
can very well be used against the American people also. We 
are trying however to s top it befo re it spreads that far. Please 
give thi s issue a lot of publicity in America. Ask the people's 
help in stopping it. 

One other thing that I have noticed about the news from 
America. Very little, if any, reference is being m~de about _us 
men in the American newspapers. You can't possibly 1magme 
how our hopes and dream s have been shattered by that farce 
at Kaesong. I love my wife and family. I love my country, 
and I can see no reason why I can't be with my loved ones in 
America. Please make the AmP.rican people see that Americans 
are being kept away from their loved ones by that stupid, un­
reasonable argument on prisoner exchange. 

The Chinese Volunteers are very kind, and even help us 
celebrate our national holidays, but Thanksgiving and Christmas 
will never seem right so far from home. 
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A closing word about our life as pri soners of war. You 
will neve r hear of a pri sone r be ing beaten or mis treated at the 
hands of th e Chinese \'oluntec rs . Our food and recreational 
faciliti es are a s good a s conditi ons permit. The Chinese have 
trul y g a ined Ame ri can friend s by thi s policy. This is the only 
r"a ' on Le ing a prisone r under s uch conditions is bearable. 

No press ure of any form from my ca ptors has ever in­
flu enced me in my des ire for pea ce. It is only a vas t love for my 
loved ones and my co untry. So will close by saying : "Thanks 
a milli on fo r ever y thing ." 

S ince rely , 

PAUL R. KNISS 

• • • 

Dear Delegates, 
LETTER FROM LT. FLOYD O'NEAL 

You ha\'e neve r heard of me l.>e fore ? W ell, I 've g ained quite 
a bit of no tori e ty fo r m:-·se lf in thi s pa rt of th e w orld . I am 
one of yo ur fe llow coun t r y men w ho has parti c ipated in waging 
ge rm wa rfa re ove r here in Korea . l 'm a US A ir F orce pilot 
who was s hot down , and I\·e " sq uea led " on t hose rats who order­
ed me Lo d rop germ bombs. 

Th ough you may not kn o\\' me. I 0

\' C read qui te a bit a bout 
yC' u r partici pa ti on in the g reat peace conference in P eking. You 
j u,t ca n 't imagine how m uch that peace confe rence means to 
us who a rc P OW's , es pec ia ll y \\'c \\'ho have had a part in g erm 
wa r fa re. No one \'.'ants pea ce more th an we do. P ea ce is a part 
of eve r:-• fi ber in m y body . H ow th r ill ed I was that US delegates 
got to P eking ! W e were worri ed fo r a while about that, and 
if praying ha d anything to do with yo ur being th ere, I helped! 
The big thing is that you mad e it, and by so doi ng helped ensure 
th e success of the pea ce conference. 

You ha ve seen w hat peace mea ns to China . You saw the 
N a ti onal Day Celebra ti on. I s not th e progress o f China grea t 
in onl y th ree yea rs ? Th e s ignifi ca nce of China 's mig h t must 
be nnted- it is a ll on th e si de of peace ! You know this by now, 
of co urse, but it is always worth r ecalling. 

Th e favor I r eques t of you is th is: wi ll you write my mother 
when you get back in th e States a nd te ll he r you have heard 
from me? Our mail is censored by the US authorities, and I 
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have had no word from my family s ince my capture seven and 
a half mon t hs ago. N eithe r do I know that my family kn ows I 
am safe. I des ire thi s ve r y much a s I am the second son t o 
be "miss ing" in Korea , whi ch is a heavy blow to any mother. 

Now I come to more seri ous matte r s . Have you seen the 
exhib its on germ warfare and h eard our tes tim oni es ? Good, 
for th en you kn ow th e t ruth . I had a n opportun ity to t ell the 
Intern a ti onal Scientific Com mission Investiga ting Ge rm W a rfare 
about my part in it. Get a copy of th e Commi ss ion 's r eport and 
take it back \\'ith yo u. Or perha ps you 'd better mail it if you 
wan t to ge t it pa s t cus toms . Any how, r ead th e r eport. 

O.K . N ow you're in on th e " secret " of g erm warfare. But 
there are st ill l 4~J , OO O,OOO US citi zens who don 't know th e truth 
abou t th e c rim es th a t are committed in th e ir names . 

I wa s flying a US a ircraft carry ing US g erm bombs-if 
th a t 's not the nam e of my country I don't know what is ! Of 
cou 1·se, th e US people didn 't send me on th a t miss ion, the Ai r 
F orce did. But we are s upposed to r epresent the p eople, and 
it's high time th e peop le kn ow t he truth about Korea! And n ot 
only a bout g erm warfa re, but abo ut th e mass bombings of 
civili a n tow ns, th e murdering of Ch in ese and Korean POW's 
on Koje I s land. 

On S eptember 12 I li stened to a bombing ve r y near here 
for o\·e r three hours. What's over th er e ? A town with a r oad 
th ro ug h it , with houses, and people in th e houses. N othing like 
an oil dump or a ma rs ha lling yard or an a irfield . Th e civilians 
arc being bombed without mercy. Tha t 's only one case. 

A s for bloody Koje-chi!ls run up and down my spine when 

Floyd Breland O'Ncal, a second lie'.!tenant in the 
US Airforce Reserve, A0-1841!575, is 24 years old and 
his home is in Fairfax, South Carolina.. O'Neal, who 
was a graduatr. assistant in chemistry at Tulane Univer-

testifying before the Commission . 
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I think of US sold' h t' 
. iers s oo mg down unarmed POW's h 

fuse to sign up for Rhee or Chiang Kai-s hek. w o re-

That's part of · b 
to tell the people t~~~r i° when you get back to the States-

is the highlight, but th:~e a~l~~~gsoi•vceot~i~~e~ ~~\~i:;ac~u co~fe~ence 
all design ed lo prevent peace, to spre::d the war. y a ou are 

the ~r~~~ yaonud don 't fail us ! . The people have a ri g ht to know 
to , . you can give it to them. You know the dange 
k peat~e is great, so fi g ht tha t much harder to win it 1 y

0 
r 

a;ot~e 1t:r;:n one wants to see thci r lo\'ed ones die, yet a.s I on~ 
I d . war goes on, many more Americans will die a d ove ones gneve. n 

You are now · · · 
tion y t ;~ a pos1t1on to do something about the situa­
do I. G' ou can e what you\·e seen, hea rd and read. Please 
radio - ~ve press conferences, write press r eleases get on the 
be to!~ rout~an. Everything yo u have lea rned in, Peking must 
land a ~ d e people . of th e u.nitcd States. II you love our 

s o,_ you will not fail he r in thi s hour f . 
need. Our nation is great but " ht o g1eat 
soi led with innocent blocx.'11 S 11g now our hands are rather 
Tell the peoJJl e ' You can . I o ;t' c must clean up the mess. 

· , can now. 

musf u::llte~~ng t;e rekopl e th ese thing-s isn't quite enough. You 
em 0 a e some sort of action The m · 

up and let th e government know they mean b.usines~ wh~~t t~1:e 
~~n 1hseelyf want peace! They must join together to fight for thei~ 

-preser\'al1on. 

t' Thi s i_s no dime novel, these world events today. This is a 
ime of f5J eat dang-er lo the whole world T ell th e I t 

the le d t f h · · · peop e o get 
U ' t da Stout o t c11· Jea ns and sta rt th e ball rolling in the 

me a es for peace! 

t My foyndest regard s g-o to a ll you delegates, my fellow coun-
rymen. ou are wonderful Ameri cans 

done our nat_ion a great sei·vice by co~i:;utop~~~~~ Youd have 
can do a still great · h g, an you 

er service w en vou r eturn hom e M 

r;u~~r a~~ :~eur ~~~ 4~1~~=~e!~av; ,~fs~t~~~ ~~~~r~=~Jt~ spr~ad ~~-=t 
trip back to our countr d · . • a P easan 
fi ht' f y, an s uccess m your heroic task of 

g mg or peace. God speed, and God bless you. 

Respectfully yours, 

FLOYD B. O'NEAL 
186 
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CHINA NOTES 

Rising Purchasing Power 
A LONG with the turn for the better in new Ch;na's economy 

the purchasing po\\'er of people in all walks vf life has risen 
ra pid ly. In I 952, for instance, sa lari es of white collar workers 
ave raged an in crease of from 60 to 120 percent when compared 
w::h 1949, just before all uf China was liberated. Workers ' 
inco mes have generally passed the pre-war level , and govern­
ment \\'orkers' sa lari es ha\'c on the average risen from 10 to 30 
percent, with those in some regions faring even better. 

The steady ri ~e in purchasi ng power is reflected in the in­
crr::,cd salt's of consull'er goods. By the end of last year, the 
sale of cotton yarn was up 30 percent over 1951 (59 percent 
above the peak year under the Kuomintang); coa l and charcoal 
were up 22 percent ( 41 prrccnt ovel the top year under the 
KMT); and grain wa5 up 59 percent. Taking the sales index 
for flour in February l 952 ::rs 100 , sales jumped to 376.61 last 
September and hit 384.87 in October. 

The following figures, based on statistics from China's six 
administrative regions, gi\'e ~ome idea of rising purchasing 
power: 

EAST CHINA - Last year, peasants' buying power was up 
25 percent over 1951. In Shantung province, for example, it 
was l 95 percent above that of 1949 and 35 percent over 1951. 

CENTRAL-SOUTH CHINA - In l 950, workers' income in 
thi s region was ~ 1x percent abo,·e 1949, the las t. year of KMT 
rule, and by 1951 it was 1:3.26 higher than 1950. In Kwang­
tung province last year, a s land reform neared completion, the 
peasants' purchasing power was 20 percent higheT than before 
l&nd r e form. 

NORTH CHINA -Last year, purchasing power in both the 
cities and in the countryside showed an average increase of 16.3 
percent when compared with the preceding year. In Inner 
l\Io ngolia, an extremely backward area before liberation, buy­
i11g power was up three t0 fou r times that of .pre-liberation days. 

NORTHEAST -In thi s longest liberated administrative area 
of China pui·chasing P<•Wer wi:s 3.95 times the 1949 level. This 
iti clearly indicated in the sales of face soap which last year went 
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up seven ti mos over Rales in 1 !l50. 
SOUTHWEST -Compared with 1950, purchasing power last 

vca1· in the <"nuntryside incn•nsed (ifi.:13 percent, and in the cities 
it was up ll1 .fiH percent. Jn SzedrnC'n province, peasants' pur. 
!'bases in 1 flfj I \1·e1·e I J'i pcrc!'nt above those in 1 !)fi I, nnd last 
year th ey w<'rf' 10-l!i pcn·ent hi g-he r than in IH 5 1. 

NORTHWEST - The rise in purchasing- power is reflected in 
thr<'C \\':1.1·s· t l1 e narrowing of the pri<'L' g-ap between indu strial 
and ng-ri·c· 11ll111·a i products, in creased sales o f unimnl and lo!'a\ 
procluds , nnrl thl' i1H'rcnsc in th e hu s i!IL'F'\ of s\,tle trading- com. 
panics. !"or inslunc·c , in cities such us Lunchow and Tihuu, 
where hercls111en had li!•en forced lo se ll al low pri ces to Kuo­
mintang--landlord monopolit•s , wool prices have g-one up from 
G.G to 4H tintt• s as n result of larg-c• ·se alt• purchases made by the 
s late trucling- company and the reasonal1 le adjustment of prices 
o f ai:ri!'ultural proc!11ds. 111 Sinkiang- provinct', peasants' pur­
chas ing- power has increased more than JOO percent us compared 
with pre- liberation days. 

Soviet Artists Visit China 
QNE of tht• hig-hlii:rhts of Sino-Soviet Friendship l\hnth , from 

Nov1•111lll'r seventh lo Dect•mlH•r sixth , was tht• visit to China 
of thrl'l' hundn•d Sov i1·t artists and t•nl1•rt11iners. Macie up 
of cultural workers , world -fa mou s arti s ts, l'incma workers , and 
tlw 2!ifl-111C'l11her Soviet A rn1y Rc•d !"lug- Song- u nd Danc'l' En­
semble, th1• dc•lrg-nt.ion g-nv<• perforlllanccs in ov<•r a score of ci ti es 
before pa!'lc!'CI nudirnces. 

During their Chi na stay, the Soviet artists and entertainC'rs 
W<'l'C l"t.im a tPcl to have reachC'd dirPelly a nd through broadcasts, 
an audiPncc of w<•ll over ~0.000,000 people. 

Typical of a udi e nt'<' respon se in Ch in a \WIS n•act ion in 
S hang-hai lo the DC'cem l1t•r !) conce rt i:riven hy the RC' cl Flag 
Song- an<I Dance Ensemlile w·hi!'h was broadcast throughou t. the 
East Chinn arelL Durin g thC' radi o program, more than 10,000 
ll'l tcrs, 2,000 t <'kphonp rull s, thou;;ancls of llOUC] U<' ts of fl owers 
and hunclrPds of g- i rts pourc<l into t hC' studi o to pay t1ibute tlO 
the ensemb le'. 

Pc1-fonm1ncC's were• not rL•s t1·ic!Pd to a few c iti es. In 
ad diti on Lo major citiC's 1<uc1h a s P1•king-, Mukden, Tientsin, Nan­
king, 8hunghai uni! Canto n, tlw visiting- artists a nd ent erta in'c•rs 
went to S ia n and Lun chow in t he Northwest, lo C"hunglcing a nd 
J( unming in the 'soulh\\' esl, and to Cha ngsha , Wuhan, Hangchow, 
Nanchang and ll s uchow. 

-...---._ 
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Ranking- Sov i1·l arti s ts and ent.crtainPrs made up the group, 
many of whom were Stalin prize winners a nd included the follow­
ing in te rnati onally fumons artists: 

V . (;. Zakhnrov, P1•ople's A rt ist of' the t'SS I{. thriee Stalin 
prize winner, 1·on1post·r, and sec retary of (.!-;;! 1Jnion of S .viet 
C<Hlt post· rs of t.hc USS IL 

M. D. Mikhailov, si ngl' r , l't~ > plu's Arti s t of the USS ll, twice 
Stulin prize winner. 

Tamara A. l<ltannm, singer, l'eoplt•'s Artist of the Uzuek 
SSH, Stalin priZl' winner. 

G. S. Ulunova, ballerina, P eople's Arti s t of lhe USSR, t hrice 
St.nlin prize winm•r. 

L . U. Cogan, viol ini st, international pr izC' winner. 
M. A. l't. itzyn, ucrouat, artist or the Mo:;cow State Music 

Hull. 
D. I. Chitos h\'ili, magician. 
S. V. Obraztz Jv, P eop le's Al"l ist of the RSFSR, Slulin prize 

winlll'I', art di recto r o f t:he Puppet ThL•atcr. 
N. C herkassov, Pt•oplt•'s Artis t of the USS R, deputy of the 

Supt'l'me Soviet of the USS]{, Stu lin pr ize wi nner, who played 
the leading- rolC' in the film s "A l1•xtw dl0 r Nevsky," "Ivan lhe 
Terrible," and "Alexander l'opov." 

China's Mineral Reserves 
"ESTIMATES nf Ch in a's reserves of coal, iron and a number 

of non-ferrous metals have bl'en g-rcuLly increasoc:! us a 
result of careful g-l'olog-irnl w urk," J. S. Lee, M inistcr of Geology, 
n •ported at u prcs>i interview in !'eking. In addition, work in 
the pas t three years has proved that China has petroleum, Dr. 
Lc•e said. "Numerous g-eolog-ical s tructun•s pf a pelrolific nature 
have lwcn located in oi l-111·odu!'ill.g' reg-ions lhroug-h detailed 
geolog-irnl 111apping-s and uy systematic application or g-eo­
phys ical methods." 

Dr. Lee revealed that it ha.o; now been proved that. the coal 
reserve in Norlltcust Ohina exceeds by 10 time's the previously 
acceptc."<I figure. Likewise, one of th e big- i run mines in North 
China is now known lo have a reserve 10 t imes greater th.an had 
been supposed. 

"The foundill.g' of the Chinese People's Republic opened 
c• normous new vistas for (.'.eO l•Jl(y," said the mini:;ter . "Day by 
day we arc discovcrin1< new rich<.'::! in o ur country, many of them 
unexpected." 
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On the theoretical side, "our geologists have brought home 
man.y new finds which enable them to di scard old fallaciou s con­
clus10ns about China's geological structure, ancient climate and 
geography, and to open up new paths of scientific research with­
out bemg deterred any longer by obstolete ideas, some of which 
were formerly imported under the influence of colonialism." 

According to the minister, it is widely recognized in new 
China that geology is of ihe utmost importance to national con­
struction. Heavy industry depends on thorough investigation of 
the resources of coal, iron, petroleum, and other minerals. 
Sections of routes. for railroads and highroads, s ites for ports, 
dams and foundations for buildings and bi-idges require careful 
geological survey by experts. 
.. Achievemen.ts s ince liberation, although only a beginning, 

Minister Lee sa id, are of an encouraging nature. In 1950 the ·e 
were 29 geological survey teams which went to the Northea~t 
Nortln~est, Central-South China, No rth China and East China'. 
They investigated coal, iron and non-fenous metals resources 
and surveyed s ites for railroads, r ese rvoirs and factories. 

fo the following year, 83 geological and palaeontological 
parties spent six or more month s in the field. They located and 
evaluated mineral deposits in variou s areas, and further carried 
out researc? into the problem of intricate geological structure 
and the hi story of the regi ons surveyed. Physiotopographic 
mapping of key areas also Was ca rried out fo r railroad construc­
tion and water conservancy work. 

L~st year, . 87 team s of geologi sts conducted field work in 
coppe1, lead, zmc, 1 ron and coal deposits . Plans for 1953 the 
minister reported, envi sage a st ill greater expansion in' th e 
scheme of general survey as well as detailed investigation into 
mining areas. 

Free Health Service 
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BEGINNING last summer free medical treatment for 
. all government workers went into effect. Under 

this free medical ca re system, all medical expenses are 
borne by the government. This system was first carried 
out in some of the areas and departments of the old 
liberated areas, factories and mines, and areas inhabited 
by nation?! mino~ities. ~ith the gradual improvement 
in economic cond1t10ns, wide application of this policy to 
all government workers has become possible. 

t...----.. 
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A true story'----------------. 

11 Reunion'' 
!.----------------~Chan Kiang 

pAO Tung-hua, who lives at daughter-in-law. Every day 
Jang-ho-chieh village in there was something to com-

Honan province, is an attrac· p1ain about-the gruel was 
tive and able woman of 35 too thick, the soup was too 
who is village delegate to the thin, or Tung-hua had wasted 
county peasants' representa- a f ew grains of millet. 
ti\es conference. Looking at Tung-hua not only had to 
her today one would not im- bear all the old woman's 
agine that she had been lead · malice and insults, but her 
i11g a wretched life only a feiw husband 's two sisters, who 
years ago . still lived at home, also abused 

Tung-hua had been married her. And despite her hus-
when she was 20 years old, a band's seeming fraility, he 
marriage completely arranged outdid all the others in mis-
by her parents. Her husband, treating hi s wife. It was not 
who was inclined toward poor rare to see him beating Tung-
health, would never do any hua. When in a bad mood, 
work. He had frequent nose he'd snatch up a stick or even 
bleeds and was always very a shovel and whack her with 
pale. The father-in-law spent it. 
the whole day in the fields and Tung-hua blamed no one but 
had no other interests. The Heaven for her misfortunes. 
mother-in-law, who ruled the Ever)' day she started work 
household, was a typical old- before daybreak and kept at 
stvle tyrant and missed no it till late in the night. But 
opportunity to humiliate and all her hard work brought no 
abuse Tung-hua. favors or kind words from her 

Her mother-i n-law ~~ husban,d or mother-
had a reputation in in-law. 
the village for her In the second year 
bad temper and did · after her marriage, 
nothing but fim' · Tung-hua tried to 
fault with her hang herself in the 
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Overnight w:igon sta tion in north China. - \Vang Chi 

grind ing shed , but the neigh­
born resc11ed hC'r in time. 

After her baby boy, Kuan­
yin, was born, Tung-hua gave 
up the thought of committing 
suicide. But her mother-in. 
law 's attitude did not change 
in spite of the arriva l of a 
grandson. She kept right on 
beating and cursing Tung. 
hua. 

When the boy was four 
years old , Tung.hua could 
bear it no long-c1· and in sisted 
en li ving apa 1·t from her in­
laws. There should have been 
har111ony by now betwC€n the 
couple, but the hu sband con­
tinued abusing his wife. Tung­
hua could only weep, and her 
face bec;ime more drawn and 
pinched a s the months became 
years. 

Then, like a thunderbolt out 
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of the blue, Jang.ho-chieh vil ­
lag-e \I as Ii berated by the 
People's Army. As Tung.hua 
bad been so ten·ibly oppress­
ed in the old society, she wel­
coml'd the reforms the new 
so;ciety promised and took an 
active interest in comm un ity 
affairs. Her community spirit 
quickly won the respect of all. 
All. that is, except her hu s. 
l·ancl and mother-in .Jaw. 

She a s ked herself. "Now 
that I can earn my own liv­
ing, why shou~d I suffer at his 
hands?" And so she left her 
husband, taking the chi ld with 
her. 

Tung-hua and her son re· 
ceived a little more than two 
and a half mo11 of land in the 
land reforn1. She worked 
hard in the field during the 
busy farming season, and did 
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handicraft work at other 
times. But despite he1· indu~. 
try, it was impossible for her 
to look after the farm and do 
household work at the same 
time. 

HC' r hu sbancl, T ung-ting by 
r.ame, found hi111 se lf in the 
same fix. Since Tung-hua 
hr.cl 1110,·ed a"·ay, no one did 
the was hing and mending for 
him. Hi s two sisters " ·ere al. 
ways out; hi s mother C0'11· 

plained of all sorts of pains 
in her old body si nee she now 
had to do the C"0king herself. 

The nc\\" life meant changes 
for a ll of them. Tunir-hua \l"a S 

elr~ t ed delegate to the c ounty 
i;easants ' repr,.sentati•·es con­
ference. The hu sband took an 

Plowing the cornfie ld. 

interest in workini: hi11 own 
lime! and even joined the vil­
lage militia to help protect the 
people's newly acquired rights. 
Better food and outdoor work 
niade him much healthier and 
he no longer haJ trouble with 
nose-bleeding-. 

The cider s ister married and 
the younger one was active in 
the youth organization. Even 
Tung . hua's parents.in .Jaw 
\\'('re drawn into the commu n­
it>· life. attending meetings 
and learning about the new 
sc;ciety. 

In l\Jay 1950, the marriage 
law was passed . Tung-hua 
:c. nd Tu ng.ting. as peasant de­
IC>gate and militiaman respec­
ti,·ely, ,,·ere called upon to 

- Clume T.rai-min 
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publicize and explain the law 
to their fellow-villagers. Both 
felt uneasy when they had to 
speak of Article 8 of the law, 
which says: "Hu5band and 
wife are duty bound to love, 
respect, assist and look after 
each other, to live in har­
mony, to engage in produc­
tion to care for the chi ld ren 
and

0 

to strive jointly for the 
welfare of the family and for 
the building up of a new 
society." 

But what about themselve~? 
They were still living separ­
ately! Tung-hua thought, "We 
don't even follow our ow n 
preachings!" 

One day in June, little 
Kuan.yin was weeding in the 
field when he heard approach­
ing footsteps. "Kuan-yin, let 
me help you weed!" and look­
ing up, he saw his father. He 
stared at him a moment, then 
nodde<1, "Go ahead!" and add­
ed, "I'll ask mother to treat 
you to supper." Kuan-yin ran 
back to tell his mother what 
had hap.pened. "Bring your 
father back for supper," she 
said. 

At dusk, Tung-ting arrived 
\\;th Kuan-yin. There was a 
good meal prepared, and he 
stayed just long enough after 
supper to smoke one pipe. The 
same thing happened the next 
two days. On the fourth day, 
Tung-ting again took out his 
pipe after supper. By the 
time Tung-hua had finished 
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washing the dishes and feed­
ing the pigs, Tung-ting was 
still sitting there, smoking his 
pipe. "Where are you going 
to spend t he night?" she ask­
ed him. "I'm not leaving!" 
was the answer. 

Since that day everything 
has changed. Mother-in-law 
and Tung-hua are on good 
terms. Husband and wife are 
al last beginning to taste the 
happiness of married life, and 
working together they've been 
able to increase their income. 
Tung-hua has taken up spin­
ning and weaving, which 
brings in enough to clothe the 
whole family both winter and 
summer. 

Kuan-yin, their pet, will go 
on to middle scho ol in the 
county scat when he finishes 
primary school. The boy is 
a lso adored by his grand­
mother who sees what har· 
moniou~ relations with Tung. 
hua means for her own hap­
piness. She readi ly admits, 
'Tm to blame for breaking up 
Clur family life before!" 

But Tung-hua has another 
explanation, "It wasn't you, 
mcther. I t was our old feud­
alistic outlook which u·psct 
our family just like many 
others." 

Ten years after Kuan-yin 
"as born, Tung-hua is eagerly 
Icoking forward to her second 
chi ld-a child that will know 
only the love of his parents 
and grandparents. His arrival 
will be a happy event for all. ..__,_ 
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PEOPLE AND PLACES 
IN NEW CHINA 

JULIAN SCHUMAN 

S EEING is believing, but to this must be added hea1;ng is 
bel ievi ng to unders tand new Ohina. The physical aspects 

of the new life of China's millions are here for the eye to see. 
Yet, in the spoken word of an ordinary Chinese worker and 
peasant, telling of past grief and present change for the better, 
is to be found the true feelings of the peop le. China is an ancient 
nation grown young, and to talk with her men, women and youth 
is to learn and begin to fee l what liberation has m<:"ant. 

The story of new China is the story of the people who are 
buildLng a new country and no matter whom one talks to, whether 
it is said in the clear Mandarin diaJect of the Northeast and 
North China, the staccato-like Wu dialect just south of the 
Yangtze River and around Shanghai, or the sing-song tones of a 
peasant outside of Canton in the south, the words are a si mple 
yet vivid account of the new life that has been won-against the 
ever-present background of bitter days under the Japanese and 
the Kuomintang. 

Returning from a trip which covered more than 5,00-0 miles 
from Northeast China down to Canton, in large cities and through 
the countryside, one recalls some typical incidents and words 
spoken. 

KAO Gan is a cooperative farm in Northeast China which has 
grown out of the pattern of land reform and t her. mutual­

aid teams. A few miles outside industrial Shenyang f Mukden], 
it is made up of 167 families comprising 720 people. ·Before 
liberation 61 percent of the people were poor peasants or tenant 
farmers, 30 percent were middle peasants and nine percent were 
landlonls. Prior to land reform in 1948, some 90 percent of the 
land was owned by the landlords. 

Forty-three year-old Jao Kuo-shun is about five foot three, 
deeply tanned of face with a heavy black moustache. Before libera­
tion he was a hired hand without any land. Today he and his 
wife have their own land and house. and she is the leader of the 
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production department CJf tho cooperative with seven Wllmen 
under her. Their six year-old girl is in the village nursery 
which used to be a landlord's store.house. Both Jao and his wife 
are learning to read and write at night school. 

Si tting in the afternoon sun with J ao outside his tiled-roof 
cottage, munching peanuts, hard-boiled eggs and baked sweet 
potatoes, he needed no prompting to tell the s tory of Kao Gan. In 
swift, flowing language he talked of how production has gone up 
and the peasants are buying more ca r ts and horses and life has 
improved a ll around. 

Food is pl entiful and rice and fl our are no longer a rarity. 
Jao told of how before liberation he had leased 20 mou of land 
and ave raged 27 piculs of grai n a year. But he paid 13 7Jicu ls 
to the la nd lord for land r ent, six for land tax, two for extra 
taxes a nd he had to use up the equiva lent of one pirnl a year 
to give gifts to the landlord at festiva l time. As a result he 
was fo rced to borrow at high interest rates. 

We walked through t he village a nd the nea1•by farmland rich 
with wh ea t. Th e things Chinese peasants must have dreamed of 
for so long are here: a tractor and the new threshing machine, 
loa ned Ly the near by tractor s tation, busy in the fields . For 
!.heir children there is the new primary school which was built 

Peasant women in Nort11east examine new-type 
plows. 

by the whole village in their spare time after the government 
advanced the funds for the material. 

In th e cooperative store one sees evidence o:l' the peasant's 
ri si ng puroha s ing power. Goods r a nc;e from shoes and shirts. to 
notrliooks. beer , rooki ng oi l and ga il y colored cotton cloth. We 
pa~~r rl clacks of hrge rnu nrl beancakes w hi ch are sold for 
ferti li zer a nd Jao told how hPfore liberation even if a peasant 
man aged t o have the price t her e> was never enouirh. Th e sriurt 
in buying- power is apparent at th e cloth cou nter wherp a steady 
r ise in demand for colored C'lo'h has heen rep l acin~ order s for 
the trad itio na l so li d blues a nrl hl::trks. T he rou ndfaced clerk sa id 
tha t where four people cou ld afford colored doth right after 
liberation. today 50 <'an buy it. Pu r chases of cloth with bright 
designs during 1952 quadru pled those of 1951. ..... ·-
JN Mukden I met Li Ching-ming wh o has been awarded the title 

of morlel worker in a larze clothing factory. However, Li 
r!np~ not work at a machin e nor dors he supervise a work shop. 
BP~nectar lPr! anrl look ing younger t ha n his 34 years, Li is a 
doctor in the factory. 

Unlike m:inv of Mukden's factory workers. Li dirl not suffer 
from unemployment during Japanese and Kuomin tan,1? rule. 
8ittinz in the spacious lobiby of what was onC'e <:ne of the bigirest 
Japanese hotels in the city, he seemed more an xious to talk about 
his factory than abou t h imself. 

Li grew up in Kirin where h is father, a doctor, ·had a small 
practice. Young Li s tudi ed med icine in Changc hun and then 
workcrl with his father. A tY']1ical intellectu al , he ha rl no Jove 
for the .Tapa nese who larde r! it over th e Chin ese. WJien the 
Kuomintan g came in after VJ Day whatever illu sions Li had 
were quickly shatter ed b;-,· their corru ption and g r eed and the 
chaotic inflation of those days. 

Afte r li ber at ion a friend in troducer! him to hi s present .iob. 
"H<'re, for the first time." he said . "I was ahle to put tmy medical 
ski ll to use among working- people. How could any worker have 
afforded a doctor before?" 

Jn l!J4fl as the fartory beg-an to get back on its feet frequent 
r eports of increased fa' i,g"Ue among t he " ·orkers came in. Before, 
no attention was pa ir! to ~uch C'Omplai n ts . Now it was Li's job 
to look into it .• H e noted that the workers who were complaining 
of fa tigu e we re a ll on th e sewing machines a nd all of them suffer · 
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ed from colds and chest complaints. The cause was simple-a 
carry-over from the old factory-the machines were too low and 
th e work benches too high, which resulted in excessive bending by 
the operators thus making it difficult for them to inhale properly. 
The problem was quickly remedied by raising the machines and 
lowedng the benches. 

Li shook his head with a slow sm ile as he spoke, "It was 
simple enough and I don't deserve any credit, but the lesson I 
learned here was that in the old days there was no such thing 
as health service in a factory and a ,,·orker just had to fend for 
himself. However , because this has resulted in rai s ing produc­
tion in our factory I was eleded model worker by the workers at 
the machines and in the workshop. " 

LIN Tsu n-ching is from Shanghai but I met him in Peking in 
the Peace Hotel-an eight-story huilding which sprang up 

from a skeleton of five st ories in 44 days' time. Along wibh 15 
othe1·s, Lin installed thc two hig elevators in r ecord time last fall 
in order to have the building ready for the foreign de!Pgates 
attending the Asian and Pacific R egions Peace Conference. 

Before I could ask any questions Lin told me that the re were 
six workers from four different elevator companies in Shanghai 
who had volunteered through their unions to come to P ekin g. 
He said , "All this is quite different from before. Th en people 
like us felt we were something of an elite and kept our work ex­
periences and techniques to ourselves. H ere. on this job, we 
knew that hundreds of delegates from abroad were coming for 
peace, anrl the key to getting the .iob done quickly was working 
together and exchanging- our experiences to •help one another." 

Lin works for the privately-owned Ho Chi Elevato1· Company 
in Shanghai. He is 39 , the so n of a fruit pedler, an<l started as 
an apprentice 20 years ago in th e American-owned Oti s Elevator 
Company in Shanghai. During the Japanese occunation, when 
the com11iany ·was ta.ken over, he tried to find odd jobs an<l sol d 
rice on the streets in order to supp-Ort his wife and three children. 

After VJ Day t he company r esumed operations und er its 
Ame1;c~n management. What with the KMT inflation and a 
toadying chief foreman life was miserable. Recallin g those days, 
Lin told how it was imposs ible to s peak \\'ith the foreig-11 manager, 
it all had to be done through the foreman. And at Chi nese New 
Year tihe workers were expected to .give the foreia1a!l a present. 
"You may not believe it," Lin said, "but if we cfid.n't do this or ..__ 
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d"d 't give his kids a wedding present the foreman would threaten 
~ ~ell the manager that our work was no good and try to get 

us fired." 
Lin thought a moment after I asked him abrut things today. 
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Peking's Peace Hotel, built in record tim_e to accom· 
modate foreign delegates to Asian and Pacific Regions 

Peace Conference. 
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"The OO!t way i! to say that just before liberation, when inflation 
was so bad, I earned enough to buy one lnn of rice which w 
Impossible lo li ve on. Today, I get Yl,500,000 a month which~: 
cn.ou~h ~ buy 1.0 tan ." H c paused, smiled and continued: "On 
thi s. !ob ll1 Pekmg I g-ot Yl ,!J00,000 because I volunteered. In 
<'.dd 1t1 on, w~ have many be nefilR fro111 labor ins urance, and prices 
at cooperatwes s tores are lower than outs ide. 

Lin has five child ren now, the <'ld e~L 12 and t he youngest two. 
~hre~, of thPm" arc in sohoo l. "Before liberation in l!J48 and 
Hl4!J , he said, my oldest hoy wa s only able to go to night school 
because fc<.'s were so high." 

. . When I mentioned I would be rctnrning to Shanghai, Lin. 
mv1ted met? v 1 s 1~ him at hi ~ home in the Western di s trict which 
he mo\·cd mto m l!J.51. "You know," he smi led again "I 
wouldn't have sa id this bi>fore when five or us Ji ved in one s'mall 
r?om. But my new place, well you come a nd look. There's a 
s1ttmg room, a kitchen, a bedroom and a small courtyard." 

SIN~E. 11()4 the Huai_ River has brough t flood and disaster to 
million s of peasants in North Kiangsu province. Jn the 

1 ~38 fl o~d, 500,0{)0 people dic<l and .5 ,000,000 W"<' rc homeless. 
Smee l!hiO, the Huai and its more than 200 tributaries have been 
brought under control. 

Huang Yu-jen is a 42 year-old peasant woman from a village 

China no longer depends on imports of tobacco 
nMion's output increases ye,.rly. 

near the picturesque city of Huaian in North Kiangsu. She is 
one of the volunteer workers carrying ea rth on one section of 
the huge IIuai River project. 

When I askC'rl her if it wa sn't dimrult for a woman to do 
such hard work sh(• Junker! puzzled at fir s t and then laughed and 
said it really was no more than a day's work on the farm. And, 
bcsid c·s, s he addC'rl , "I've been working- all my life, most of the 
time for somebody c·l sc. Torla». we're all working- for ourselves 
here al the Huai and on our farm s." 

Hunn(>' Yu -.ien kn o\\·s of wh at slw spC'aks. for in 1931 , when 
the Huai River W<'nt on a rampage through North Kiangsu. she 
lost hl'r first chilrl. Tn 1ho~ (' da~·s sh(' washC'd clo1hl'S in a land­
lord's hom(' and hC' r hu sband wa s a hirerl farm hand. They had 
no Janel of their own and in the famine which followrd the flood 
they sc raped hark of!' trrcs to get something to cat. 

During land reform she and her husband rccei vpr] six mou 
of land and they arc now enjoying good harvrsts. T\\·o reasons 
for thi s, she pointed out . arc the new fC'rtiliz C' r s which have been 
introduced, and the mutual-aid teams. The medal s she wore are 
emblem~ of a model farm W:}rker. As a leader of a 1?inc-family 
mutual..aid team she led her group of 42 pNplc in rai s ing pro­
duction. and shC' al so played a leading- role in her village's health 
carnpaig-n last year. 

He r 16 year-old boy is in !'he city s tudy-ing to become a 
factory worker. while her sma ll rlaug-hter goC's to the new villa~e 
nursery. Huang Yu -.ic n is s tudying the Ra11id Method for Learn­
ing- Characters, which has swept all China, and she expects to 
l'c able to read a newspaper and write letters in a few months. 

I askC'd her how she wa.~ able 1o leave her farm and work 
on the Huai. "It's very simple," she said. "It's the s low season 
and anyway the other rncmbcrR of our mutual -a id team give my 
hu sband whatever help he needs. They're no different from us, 
they've been flcoded out and whatever work I do here, Well, 1hey 
know that it's all to help everyone." 

CHIH Yu-Jan is a 15 year-old git! in a Nankin .g- crphanage. 
Thi s orphanage was taken over by foreign Catholics in 

September J!l48 and from that date to January 1%1. '177 out of 
G:lO child inmates had rliPrl. and more than 100 were sold or given 
away just before the KMT fled its capital in ear ly 1D49. 
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It is not easy to talk to this girl who, unlike ordinary Chinese 
children, looks much older than her age. Although she no longer 
fears people, it was obvious that Chih Yu-Ian found it difficult 
to tell her story. 

.She came to the orphanage a s an infant and like all the 
others she was given a French name-Marie, and knew nothing 
of the outside world. When she was old enough, she did odd 
chores. Then, when she was 12 she was sold. Here, Chih Yu­
lan hung her head and only aftA>r some •urging did ~he go on. 

The Cathol ic siste1·s may have callee! the fee the old man paid 
"expenses," but in actuality Chih Yu -Ian was sold to a small mer­
chant in Nanking. The first night she was in his home he raped 
her. Wild with fear, she jumped from the seco nd floor, injuring 
her spine but managed tu crawl away. She wandered around 
the city for seve rul days and finally limped back lo the orphanal-{e. 
The welcome she received was enough to warp any chi ld for life. 
The authorities whipped her and put her on •bread and waler 
for a week and made hC'r livC' in a CO\\' s hed as punishment. 

Thi s, in brief, is the story of Cl1ih Yu-Ian until the orphanage 
was taken over by the city go\'crnmC'nl in January 1951. P er­
sonnel who came in at that time tell of other children who shared 
similar horribl e C>xperiences. At fir st, no matter how kind the 
new nurses and teachers were these children turned awny from 
them, refusi ng to speak. Gradually , confidence was gained and 
today they participate in activities with all the others. Chi·h Yu· 

Model worker in Norrh Kiangsu salt fields decorates 
his wall with cci-tificatc of honor and red banner. 

,. : <~ :-: :f~:; 
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Ian is studying weaving and although occasionally her large 
roun<l black eyes reflect the sadness of her past, she has come 
a long way and enjoys reading books, ,playing games and parti­
cipating in group dancing_ 

SH ANGHAI, China's _ largest city, has more than 1,000,000 
workers. Before liberation their shabby and run-down 

hovels ranked witih the worst anyw'hcre in the world. The 
workers had a say ing: "If it rains for a day put on rubbers 
for IO days." Shanghai's damp climate and muddy and unpaved 
lanes played havoc with their homes. No electricit!' or running 
water and a clogged sewage system were common in workers' 
districts . 

Last s ummer, the fir s t sec tion of a large-scale housing .Pro­
ject, designed to accommodate 100,000 people, was opened-the 
Tsao Yang Hou s ing Development. On a bright sunny day I 
talked to a woman textile worker and her mother who had just 
moved into one of the new apartmeruts. 

The mothC'r of Chu Hai-mei, the textile worker, gave a 
pradical demonstration of before and after. The old lady in­
tcrupted my talk with her daughter 1by showing me a small, ICYW 
bench. Talking excitedly tihrough toothless gums, she explained 
that this was the kind of furniture their eight-member family 
had to use in order to git down in the five-foot high attic they 
lived in before. 

Today, the daughter and mother share a modern flat winh 
a s is ter and her two small children. The rooms are 100 to 120 
square feel. The new furniture and radio were bought after 
liberation and the little bench is kept as a reminder of 
th e olu days when they were forced to stoop when they walked 
H ound their attic. 

(ANTON and its surrounding countryside is a long way from 
the Northeast. While the first icy blasts cxf winter sweep 

the fields in the north, the peasants in the south are watching 
the ir rich rice crops grow' under a warm sun. 

Yu An is a small village southwest of Canton, about an hour's 
trip hy motor launch. It is part of Si Lung hamlet which con­
tain s nine villages with a total population of 2,600. Yu An itself 
has 45 families, most of whom were poor peasants or hired hands 
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before liberation. Of the total area of 3,000 mou in the hamlet, 
more than half was in the hands of 18 landlords. 

. . Th! s a_rea had suffered fr<>m fl oods before , and althoui;h it 
is ric~ in nee land, the average yield was only a little more than 
hY<> p1r11/s per :mou. Th e r epairs on dikes and irrigation sys tems 
have helper! rai se output three to four times. Land r efo rm has 
meant. l .2 111 011 of land a pe rso n, including th e fo rm er landlords 
who did not run awa y to nea rhy Hongkong. 

Kc Yu.n g is a 51 year-old pea,ant woman in Yu An who 
neve r marncd. Her life was th e hitter st ruggle of a w<>man who 
for ma ny years worked as a common farm laborer for difTere t 
landlords. I t was a hard life and it is written on her wrinkl~ 
face and ca ll oused ha nds. It was a rare occas ion when she could 
cat n ee a lthough th e di strict p rnduces bumper crops. 

During the Japanese invasion Ke Yung ate whatever h 
cou,~d finrl-1~e l on s , ":ild grass, "anything I could get my h a~d: 
on, shr sa id recalling the days of actual sta rva tion . I t is 
~ 1mpl e rnouirh to a sk a peasa nt a bout life todav Ar.d · · t 
words, Ke Yung repli ed : - . . m qu1e 

"Ten times hette r than befor e !" and she told 
he_r .rn year-old ni ece have their own th ree mon of 
rai smg 28 pirn ls of r ice a year, they have many 

how she a nd 
land and are 
chickens and 

Memb..·rs of an · Ir I d · 
in H . ... agricu ura p ro uct1on cooper1tive 

oper pro\"lnce apply fertili ze r during spring sowing season. 

.:~ ··~ . . 

* 

the new five-family mutual-aid team they belort&" to is constantly 
helping them prnduce more. And now Ke Yung and her niece, 
both of whom never sa w the ins ide of a sc hool before, are lea rn· 
ing to read and wri te. And, Ke Yung added wryly, her niece will 
not ha ve to go through life unmaJ"I"i ed as s he <lid. 

(H U Yi-ming is 22 an<l he works in the China Peace Committee 
in Ca nton. I met him on th e tra in ret urn ing to Shanghai. Chu's 

parents were poo1· peasants in Sha ntung province who migrated 
to the Northeast where he was born. Wh en he was three the 
Japanese invaded the Northeast and the famiiy fl ed back to 
Shantung where the father and mother worked as tenant 
farmer~ . In his spare time the old man was a pedler tryi ng to 
make ends meet. At eight, young Yi -ming \\'ent to Harbin with 
his eldes t brother \\'ho wo rked th ere as a bookkeeper. 

As the tra in s ped acro~s the long bridge over the wide 
Chientang River, which had bee n blown up once by th i! J apanese 
and once by the fl eei ng KMT, Yi-ming told me of how his brother 
had sc raped and skimped in order to send him to primary school 
and then hig h schoo l. Il e was not able to go to college, bu t after 
li Lerat ion he attended a un iversity where he s tud ied fo r eign 
langu ages. Hi s fa mily is back in Shantung now wheri! they have 
thei r own land. 

Enthusias tic over hav ing mastered Russian, Chu Yi -ming 
hopes to be able to stud y English Lecause, as he said, the English­
speaki ng people are so many a nd ·o important in the struggle for 
world peace. 

W c \\'Ne on th e final lap of th e t rip from Canton, the last 
four hou1·s to s ·hanglrni. As the tra in picked up s peed pulling 
out of H a ngc how, Chu pc; in ted to the new ·basketball co urts in 
the midst of a small housing de\·elopment for railway worker s . 
I recalled similar places I had seen from train windows in 
>o many part s of China. All along the \\'ay \\'ere the many 
1.ewly-plan ted trees on hill y ;::-rou nd " ·hich once had been st ripped 
bare, and then the re \\'ere th e clear s igm of the na tionwide health 
campaign among cluste rs of new brick and wooden houses 
such as th e publi c larntories and the spick-and-spa n plots of 
garden grou nd-all small th ings by themselves but, like the 
voices of the people cxf China, when added together, they signify 
an end to the old and the beginning of the new. 
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A NEW DEAL FOR---------

1 _ _ M._1n_o_fl_rr_z_E_s_1N_Y_u~:~:J 
yuNNAN, a province inhab-

ited by many minority 
groups, was noted in pre­
liberation days for hatred and 
strife between minorities--a 
ccnflict fostered by the 
Kuomintang and aggravated 
by desperately poor living 
conditions. Since liberation, 
under the policy of promot­
ing unity among China's multi­
national groups, relations 
among the minorities of Yun­
nan have become friendly and 
coopllrative, and their standard 
of living improves daily. 

The Tibetans of Chung 
Tien hsicn, for example, suf­
fered greatly under KMT mis­
rule. They were compelled to 
pa y endless taxes and "special 
ccntributions" and were often 
provoked by the officials to 
fight other groups , while the 
former profited from these 
clashes. 

Now th ese people are enjoy­
ing the right of freedom of 
worship, equality and demo­
cracy, and the old days seem 
like a bad dream. Immediate­
ly after the establishment of 
the local hsien people's gov­
ernment, the old unjust tax 
and allotment system was 
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swept away, 70 tons of relief 
grain were issued, and 1,000 
ton s of grain Je nt out, along 
"ith fa r ming implements, to 
help the farmers get on their 
feet . 

This year the results of such 
ass is tance are seen every­
where. Farmers who formerly 
cou ld manage to keep only one 
horse now have three; and 
most of the people, too poor 
before liberation to eat cheese, 
can now afford it. 

In so uthwest Yunnan, thou­
sa nds of armed militia, men 
an d women, arc guarding the 
frontier a long with PLA men 
against po~si bl e in cursion s by 
th e US.supported Ku omintang 
troops presently encamp· 
cd in north Hurma. One mili­
tiaman of the Nung race spoke 
for hi s group, sa ying that. 
while the volunteers in Korea 
were de fending the front gate, 
they were on the alert to 
guard the back door. 

Trading, formerly almost 
stagnant, has begun to r ecover 
a s a result of the establish-
ment of 67 branches by 
state trading companies. 
These have done a large 
amount of business, pur-

l..---.. 
China Monthly Review 

chasing hemp, tung oil and tea 
and selling cloth, salt and 
farming impl ements. 

Belte r trade has helped to 
r11ise living standards; the Yi's 
of We-tin, who formerly wore 
hemp, n ow wear padde d cloth­
ing ; an d the Tai s of west Yun­
nan, who used to suffe r fr om 
a lack of salt, are now able to 
purcha se all they need. 

Health has also come to the 
minority peoples, w ho only 
began to learn about vaccina­
tions a fter liberation. In t wo 
year s , six main and 36 hsien 
hospitals have been set up by 
the governme nt, which in ad­
dition sent out 10 mobile 
medical units. 

In 1951, several r egio nal 
democratic union government s, 
\r it h r eprese ntation of the 
various minority groups, were 
form ed in the Pao-shan, Meng­
tse, Likiang and Pu-erh r e-

* 
Group singing in 

front of the :tudi­
torium of the 
Minorities Institute. 

* 

gion s, in addition to other 
admini strative bodies. Short 
training classes were opened 
for minority•nationals, to pre­
pare them for government 
work, and there are now more 
than 2,500 working in region­
al governments at all levels. 
So me 150, who showed special 
promise, were se nt to Kwei­
yang, Chengtu or Peking for 
higher education. 

F orme rly th e ch ildren of 
minority grou ps, despised as 
" li t tl e savages," co uld not go 
to school ; but now there are 
s ix middle and several hun· 
drcd primary schoo ls in minor· 
ity areas, where nearly 
20,000 chi ldren are enrolled. 

A MO ST significant educa-
tional development was the 

estab li shment of the Yunnan 
National Minorities Institute 
IYNMI) in 1951, one of the 
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aeven major institutes of itli 
kind in Chi na today. 

Since the in s titute was open­
ed, more than l ,!JOO studen ts 
~rom .50.odd national groups, 
111clud1ng the Lohei, Sha ntou, 
llJrngcbia, Kawa Pu map 
Miao, Yi, Yao ~nd Mohsi: 
have sludied there. Tliey have 
come from all corners of Yun­
nan, from along the Yangtze 
Red, Sa lwc" n and Lan Tsan~ 
rivers, from jungle and re. 
nwte mounlain areas, ar.d 
among th em arc model militia­
men, labor hcroi!lf's, model 
workers, and se rvi ce men 

The va1·iuu s r elig ious b~licfs 
of the s tudents arc respected 
and provided for. The Ch ri s­
tian_ s tudents hold Sunday 
spi·viccs, the Mohammedans 
ha1·c a hou se of worship and 
arc served or thodox food, and 
t.hc Tibetans ' cu s tom s and re­
i1g1ous occasions a1 c observed 

Th e in s titut e is h ou~ed in a 

beautiful bufldin~ which wa1 
formerly the Nan Ching Mid. 
die School. Evergreens shade 
the grounds, and there is a 
small lake around which the 
students gather in the even. 
in gs, talking with the neigh. 
borhood children, or si nging 
and dancing. 

The old Nan Ching Middle 
Sc hool was a private one, and 
used to be called the "dandies' 
s;hool." When I firs t came to 
IHinmrng seven ycnrs ago, une 
of rny friends was surpri sed 
;,ha,t I was to enter Nan Ching. 

Is your father an official or 
a banker'?" he enqu ired. But 
today the schoo l is govern-
111.cnt-run and gives a higher 
euucat1on to those who never 
had a chance in Ku umin­
lang times. 

Al l req uired courses are 
u~cful and practica l, and the 
whole. prngram of i11st ruct ion 
is dcs11rncd lo eradicate the 

* 
Basketball match· 

cs are often play.I 
with other Kun· 
ming schools. 

* 

ideas of narrow nationalism, 
while teaching patriotism and 
i11ternationalism. National 
equa li ty and unity is empha­
sized. Students are required 
to read and write well, and 
to prepare for work in their 
home districts after gradua­
tion. 

Owing- to differences of liv­
ing habits and customs, the 
students were ill at ease when 
they first came together, but 
in a spirit of fricnrlly com­
radeship they came to under­
stand one another and became 
a firmly unified grnup. The 
various dial ects spo ken pre­
sented a great difficulty, but 
Chinese is taught as a com­
mon language and after a few 
mon ths the students are able 
to follow lectures easily. 

A II the daily needs of the 
stude nts are provided for. As 
soon as they enter the school, 
they are presented with new 
clothing, stockings, shoes, 
mosquito nets, bedding, wash 
basins and other necessities. 
Most of them hardly dreamed 
of having such luxuries in the 
past. 

TI1e main library contains 
thou sands of volumes, and the 
club room is equipped for bil­
liard s , badminton, ping pong 
and other games. Athletic 
grounds are put to good use 
and the gardens and lawns 
arc well-kept. 

Jn such sunoundings, the 
students make ama:dng 
progress, fi lied as they 
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are with a great desire for 
learning. There could be no 
greater contrast with the 
Kuomintang policy of keeping 
minority peoples as ignorant 
as possible. In the old days, 
education was actually forbid­
den to some miniority groups. 

During the past year, 686 
students of va!·ious national­
ities received training and, 
returning to their homes, took 
leading parts in their own 
governments. At prE'sent 
there are more than 700 stu­
dents at the institute, who will 
also have an important role 
in the task of building a new 
China when they graduate. 

Like the majority of people 
in all lands, these students 
deeply desire peace. In the 
years gone by, they suffered 
much from wars; t heir fathers 
and uncles were press-ganged 
by the Kuomintang, and they 
bitterly remember ,Japanese 
atrocities. Peace posters are 
seen all over the school, and 
the students are studying 
hard as their contribution to 
the cause of peace. 

These are only some of the 
new and better ways that have 
come to the formerly oppress­
ed and backward minority peo­
ples of Yunnan. As living 
conditions improve and mutual 
hatreds disappear, a new spirit 
of unity and optimism is grow­
i11g among them. What hat­
red remains is reserved for 
the KMT overlords and anyone 
who th reatens their new life. 
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INTERNATIONAL NOTES 

uAsians Against Asians" 
QN October 2, in a campaign speech at Champaign, Illinois, 

General Eisenhower said: "In Korea . . . what we must 
do first of all is to make certain that those South Korean s, of 
whom there are 20,000,000, can be prepared to defend their own 
front lines. There is no sense in the UN, with America bearing 
the brunt of the thing, being constantly compelled to man those 
front lines. That is a job for the Koreans. We do not want 
Asia to fee l that the white man of the West is hi s enemy. If 
there must be a war there, let it be As ians against Asians ... " 

As American losses piled up on the Korean front there was 
an ever louder cry for substitute troops. Republican Senator 
Styles Bridges beat the "Asians to fight Asians" line in an 
article in the Am erican M ercury calling for the arming of not 
on ly the South Koreans, but also the Japanese, the Kuomintang 
on Taiwan, the Filipinos and the Southeast Asians. 

Quick to take up the cue \\'as Syngman Rhee. In a booklet 
distributed to 60 UN delegation s, Rhee declared: "Substitution 
of Korean troops for other UN troops in the front line could 
be achieved at a lower cost and would shift the burden where 
it belongs." 

Meanwhile, even staunch anti-Communists were finding it 
difficult to go along with Eisenhower and company. Republican 
Senator Wayne Morse of Oregon, who fell out with Eisen· 
hower, stated in Portland on October 24: "Eisenhower very 
well knows that, since the outbreak of the Korean wa1-, great 
efforts have been made to train more and more South Koreans 
for baftle. He also knows, as a military man, that there are 
definite limitations to the training of South Korean troops , in· 
eluding the problems that we have in South Korea of weeding 
out the Communists who have infiltrated within South Korea 
itself." Military experts in the Pentagon , he added, have made 
it clear that without manpower support the South Koreans would 
be overrun in short order" were they "left alone in the Korean 
war." 

210 
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0 th W ·?" ·ked US News and "Can Korean 8 Take ver e a1 . a s 
Jl'orld Report in its October 17, 1952 ~ issue. The . answt,.. th~ 

· · · in a Toky.o dated article under this headline· magazine gives th 
''The idea that South Korea n troops can take over e 
front lines in the Korean war is regarded by top military men 
here as a pipe dream." 

After dismissi ng th e Kuomintang troops on Taiwan'. US 
Ncu:s and World Report concluded: " The opinion of military 

l·s that the JH'O]lo ·al for South Koreans lo take over men . . · . · k ' " 
the shooting \\'ar is large ly wi s hful thin ·mg. 

HEAVY US losses in the fighting in Korea and loose talk .of 
Jetting "Asians fight As ians" \\'ere not unrelated. While 

th UN General Assembly was meeting at Lake Suc.cess ll1 

0 el b . nd November and discussing the Korean question, US 
c o e1 a 1 1. t · a year General Van Fleet s uffer ed his severest < e ca in ove r . 

· the Kumhwa area where more than 20,000 troop~ were killed, 
:~ou nded or captured and 112 planes were downed or damaged. 

-~---~~--~-----, r-------~.~~-:~~~~;S IN KOREA ! 
! TROOPS KILLED, WOUNDED OR i 
1 CAPTURED: 661,034. 

1 I US Troops 291,011 I 

II South Korean Troops 348,045 1
1 British Commonwealth Troops 18,578 

I 0 h T 3,400 1
1 I t er roops . • · 

71333 
I 

Planes Captured, Shot Down or Damaged 
1
1 

Tanks Captured, Wr~cked or DaMaged · 2,2:~ I 
Armored Cars Captured or Destroyed j 

:

I: Motor Vehicles Captured, Destroyed or 8,273 It 
Damaged 

Artillery Pieces Captured or Destroyed 4,280 
Guns and Rifles Captured 69,899 

I Vessels Sunk or Damaged lO t 

II This list of UN losses in Korea between Oct.°~er 'i 
I 25 1950 and October 15, 1952, was issued by a iomt t 
I wa

1

r com~unique of the Korean People's ~rmy Supre"!e 1 
1 Command and Headquarters of the Chmese People s I 
I Volunteers, commemorating the second anniversary of I 
l the volunteers' entry into the Korean war. J 
t-----~----~---~-~---~- -~ 
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Ike Visits Korea 
TI-~~::,~'s h~~r;ao:t~is~~rea waited for General Eisen ­

Korean pol ice threw a rin of 
en Line Seoul's 14th . t g . men around the Gold-, · cen ury 14 -mii I II 
:~~s1g·d e n~.·1e1 1 ect ETihsenho~er agains t ~0ro°;~n%~ in~~t~t~~~ 

uci 1 as. e police are que t' · 
to the city. ~Reuter, November 2~.

10~~~~) .any newcomer 
Sc hool children were ordered to wa·t . th . 

thousesl until 8 _p.m. so they could dash ~ut'~n t~~r s~~:~~~ 0 we come .E1senhowe · Th · 
Ike" h . M _ 1 . ey pract iced their "I Like c eer s. eanwhrle 6 000 K . 
and armed soldiers stood o~ s treet o~~:.~er:''i;;1~Y pol ire 

!1~~d l~n~~n~;h:t a~{;!~~:~h~~t!~v~hl~ ci(tb p II~nd\edsN~;1~:~~ 
26, 1!)52). · • eou , ovember 

a fo~~~d:y ~~:~:~/~/~~~- ~=~~~d 0 ;t5~~ast ~00 persons in 
endanger th n f ver s ives who might 
th .e 1 e o Pres ident-elect Eisenhower ... At 

e same trm e, Seoul was just about "welcomed o t" 
Welcome banners fluttering in th e s tiff b . u. · 
nmg to fray a little after four d reeze ~ere begm­
children trudged back t ·I . f ays. Yawning school 
r ehearsals this morning ~utc eassth o_r more "Welcome Ike" 
S l n us rasm was wanin (UP eou, November 27, 1952). g . , 

Kor:ac~u~o\~c:na:~·med _camp ~here thousands of US and 
A s.ecr et service men swa rm eve rywhere 

th.at S cotmon feeling, however, am ong police ci rcles is 
vi sit ~~uF~s ';:Jt yetbsafe enough for the Pres ident-el~t·~ 

· • ovem er 30, 1952) . 
t Some ~N soldiers were frostbitten as they waited 0 

seven ours on parade for General Eisenhower up 
South Koreans today fe lt that th . . 
des ignate had s nubbed th em b tie : .merrcan president 
of his Korean tour. People he~e i~e SI cv;ty and sec~ecy 
di sappointed N a .1 eou were candidly 
on Thursda; [D:c~i:be~O~,i°OaOnd at~ende~I a de?Jonstrati"on 

ture~ _Iittle above zero for sever~~~0~11~~~la~~~Y t~7;r~:~ 
~~~ t~::;.ho(~e:ut~~. h~a:Cei::Gerex;,iat9~~)~ of why he was 
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Wh f' n he launched the offensive Van Fleet announced 
that this was the time he could seize whatever he wanted. How­
ever, the result was a staggering defeat for the US army and 
its allies. 

Two heights near Sangkumryung north of Kumhwa, with 
an area of only three square kilometers, were held by two com­
pani l's. Again st these two pos iti ons, th e US Seventh 
Di vi, ion, the South Korean Second Divi sion and some other units 
wcrC' hurled, supported by over 100 tank s and the se ldom-u sed 
Eighth Arm y's artillery res~ rves. 

That Van Fleet s uffered no s mall loss was confirmed in an 
A I' dispatch of November 2: "The Allies have paid a price 
in blood and ammu niti on that has s hak en the Allied command­
ers," a nd cas ualties were " surpassed on ly by th e Eighth Army's 
di ,astrous defeat of 1950 in North Korea." 

Tightening Up in Thailand 
51 NCE the beginning of th e year· res id ents of Thailand 's capital, 

Bangkok, and of Thonburi have Leen required by law to 
carry identification cards. A U I' dis patch from the capital on 
November 8, 1952, quoted a governm ent official a s say ing the 
purpose was " to minimize s ubve rs ive activities ." 

Th e Songgram regime has e mbarked on a full -scale assault 
aga ins t civil libe r'li es in Thailand. Like other US satellites, 
Th a ila nd now has its own "anti -Communi st" law, which was 
passed last November 13, following arres ts of more than 200 
pc•rso ns , in cluding th e president of the Thailand Peace Com­
mi t tee. 

According to this law, the government can sentence people 
from fiv e years to life imprisonm ent und er the charge of "Com­
munist acts." It al so is cons idered a crim e if a person fails 
to repo rt acts against the "anti-Co mmun ist" law. 

SINCE the end of the war, the US has supplanted Britain as 
the real ruler of Thailand. Beginning in 1948, Ame rica has 

taken a direct hand in military "aid" to Thailand, and in April 
1!150, Washington announced it would grant the Songgram regime 
US$10,000,000 to US$12,000,000 worth of military aid. In 
September of that yea r , agreement was r eached whereby, in 
exchange for th e re-equipping of its army, the Thai government 
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undertook to send troops anywhere considered necessa ry in Asia, 
and to facilitate the flow to the US of s trategic raw materials. 
In October 1950, a Military Assistance Ag reement was s igned 
with the US under which Am erica provid ed arms and equipment 
and Thailand provided "some facilities for the purchase of 
ce rtain mate rials" for the use of the US. Th e agreement also 
s tipulated that the US wou ld s upply a nu mber of offit: ers and 
technicians for training purposes . 

The latest "agreement" between Washington and Bangkok 
(s ig ned in mid-August), acco rding to a s pecial correspondent of 
the Delhi Ti1nes , g ives the US the right to build air bases on 
Thai terr itory. According to circles close to th e Thailand Minis· 
try of Defen se, the US will conduct mi litary cons truction on 
ve r y favorable terms. Thus, in ad dition to air fi elds already 
begun in J!)!il, the agreement envisages the buildi ng· of addi­
tional up-to-date military airfield s in th e a reas of Chiengmai, 
Koret, So ng· kl a and Chailaburi. 

Am erican '' specialis ts" wi ll superv ise cons trnction work on 
th e airfie lds , seve ral of which, arc "conviently" located in out­
lyi ng areas near the borders of Burma, Malaya and Indo-China. 
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''Strong Man'' Templer 
B RITAIN'S "strong man" of Malaya , General T empler, 

who has been res ponsibl e for such measures as "col­
lec tive puni shment" in an attem pt to put down th e 
Malayan people'!\ li be ration movement had a hard tim e 
with British and Europea n co rrespondents at "' press 
conference dur ing hi s Lond on visit. 

After telling pressmen that the war in Ma laya was 
being "brought under control," (UP, December 4, 1952) 
the Hig h Commissioner of Malaya was asked if he did 
not recognize hi s meth ods as being "fascist." 

Acco rding to UP, "Templer finally lost hi s patience" 
when he was asked what was the "degree of malnutrition" 
among the people of Malaya. 

"J don't know," snapped the general. 
" Why don 't you know?" the questioner pressed. 
"You s it down and shut up or get out," General 

T empler said . 

~onthly Review 

BOOKS OF INTEREST 
CHINA VERANDERT SICH 

(China Turns Over), by W. G. 
Burchett. Verlag Volk 'f• Wei~, 
Berlin, 5 ,40 DM. English. edi­
tion published i11 Australia as 
CHINA'S FEET UNBOUND, 
available at Curre11t Book 
Distributors, 40 Mark.et Street, 
Sydney N.S. W . Reviewed by 
D.F. 

HERE •S a fully documented des­
cr iption and exposition of the 

new Chi na and of the events leading 
up t o the establ ishment of the new 
gove rr.men t. Mr. Burchell has unearth­
ed many incidents that v1ill be news 
eve n to those who consider themselves 
well-versed in Chinese ~flairs . He pre ­
sents a wealth of material in a way 
that gr ips the reader' s in terest from 
the star t ; and some of his t ales of the 
torture, perfidy and viciousness of Kuo­
mintang China are sure to be over ­
powe ring in their effect. 

Ye t Chinese humanity has overcome 
stu pendous hardships, and Mr. Burchell 
tel ls how the people of China can now 
look forward lo a brave new l ife. 

The author describes Mao Tse-tung 's 
foresi gh t , not only in politica l and 
economic affairs, but also in such 
matters as the development of art. 
Long before l iberation, he start.ed the 
movemen t to train ar tists, actors and 
wri ters for a t ruly popular art. Later, 
actors and actre sses worked in fac tories 
for several months, in order faithfully 
to portray workers on the stage. 

The book is fu l l of human interest 
stor ies told to the author by those 
pcrso n~lly involved, and it deals wi t h 
e;ery aspect of Ch inese Joie, from the 
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care of new-born infants !a revolu tion 
i11 itself) , to Ch ina's future . The new 
li fe for the workers i:;..1>ividly portrayed, 
with the ir improved work ing conditions, 
clubs and rest-homes; special attention 
is given to the stupendous achievements 
of the rai lway workers, including 

women . 
The chapter on two me thods of 

polit ical education should be required 
read ing for everyone, beth in China 
and the Wes t. One is the method 
used by the Communists to educate 
reactionaries, agents of foreign powers, 
saboteurs and bandits. a me thod based 
firmly upon the dign i ry of human 
beings. The other is the method used 
by the Japanese invaders and the Kuo­
mintang against t he Communists, a 
method of depraved viciousness. 

Of specia l interest to Americans will 
be the chapter on Japanese concentra­
ti on camps in Manchuria, where some 
prisoners were well fed as long as they 
could be used as compulsory b lood­
donors for the Japanese army. When 
they could no longer be bled, t hey were 
used with other prisor?ers for various 
fiendish experiments, including research 
in germ warfare . Thal the vic t ims 
included America11 POW's is widely 
known in China but not in the West, 
since the responsible Japanese com­
manders were MacA-thur' s frie nd s, 
and he has done all in his power to 
protect these war criminals. 

N EVERTHELESS, th is reviewer ven­
tures the op ini0n that Mr. 

Burchell, carried away at t imes by 
his honest ind ignat ion at t he abuses 
of the past, lashes out a bit too 
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severely. He pours his vials of wrath 
on certain " hangers-on" of the Kuo ­
mintang in 1927; but surely there were 
many honest folk who then believed 
that it was the salvation of China. 
While bitterly denouncing the mission ­
aries who came to China- the Luces 
Prices, Shepherds, Filches, Andrews et 
al. - he throws only a tiny sop to the 
few decent ones who desi red only t o 
spread the gospel. 

coolies; there were always others eagir 
to take the place of those who diei 
of cholera. His principle was simpli: 
any coolie who worked hard was to be 
rewarded and any coolie who was lazy 
or made mischief was to be punished. 

Mulk Raj Anand fills ou t the gallery 
of those who upheld the British raj in 
India wi th the assistan t p:anter, Reggii 
Hunt, a creature of frustrated am. 
bition, who saw himself in a ro sy haz

1 
of pioneering with Napoleonic over· 
tones. A hard drinker, he is as cruel 
to his mare Tipoo as he is to thi 
Indians, whom he regards as sub­
human, while satisfying his brutal 
desires with the ir wives. 

Again, whi le women and girls were 
formerly held in political and economic 
subjection, and many were sold into 
slavery, it was perhaps not a picture 
of such unrelieved blackness as Mr 
Burchett suggests. Chinese women. 
for example, were never expected t; 
serve their husbands on their knees 
as were the Japanese. ' 

Despite an occasional over-emphasis, 
however, the book is excellent, and 
even th is indicates how deeply the 
author feels for the people about 
whom he is writing. The story of 
China, its sickening ly gruesome past, 
its magni ficently inspiring present, lives 
for the reader. The book is a must 
for the expert as we!I as for the 
beginner who wants information about 
this one-quarter of humanity. 

TWO LEAVES AND A BUD, 
by Mulle Raj A11a11d. Kutub 
Publishers Ltd., Regal Bldg'. 
Apollo Bu11der, Bombay, Rs. 
~/r2. pp. 227. First published 
"' I.011do11 r937. Seco11d l11dia11 
edition, I9Jr. Reviewed by W.B. 

"BUT, John, these natives are lazy. 

And we must not spoil them . 
They are born liars. And they steal 

So says Mrs. Croft -Cooke 
to her husband, the manager of a large 
tea estate in Assam. Croft-Cooke 
himself saw no point in spending the 
relatively small amount required to put 
in a sanitary water supply for the 
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There is Tweetie, the engineer, more 
in telligent than the others; but even 
he believed the Indians incapable of 
ruling themselves. He thought that 
the plantation worker's simple wants 
were satisfied, his customs respected. 
" He may be oppressed," he adm itted 
" but he doesn' t fe,1 it as we should 

The British doctor, de la Havre, is 
the renegade, through whom the author 
presents a devastating picture of the 
way the workers were exploited, not 
only on the Assam tea pl.:ntations, but 
all over India, of how the British ap­
propriated the land and labor of a 
subcontinent. 

Robert Bruce had once been the 
guest of one of the kings who ruled 
the independent Assam. Finding tea 
growing wild there, he interested the 
East India Company in it. The Com­
pany later entered a war which the 
king was wag ing "in their well-known 
role of arbitrators. And since the 
British had never done anything for 
anybody without seeing to what they 
could get out of i t , they soon dethroned 
both the warring kings and annexed 
the country . . . " Then came vast 
tea plantations on which the tea pickers 

C~onthly Review 

were forced to work at starvation 
wages which had risen only a trifle in 
70 years. 

The doctor has an affair with 
Barbara, the Croft-Cooke daughter, 
and through him she is forced to see 
the misery of the workers and the 
hypocrisy of the little British planter 
society. But what could she do about 
it? she asked herself petulantly; If 
only the two of them could get away, 
they would be so happy . . . ! At 
last she breaks with him, her brief 
flare of youthful revolt over; for all 
she wanted basically was " a respectable 
marriage with a certain amount of 
income 

The debt-ridden, hopeless life of the 
coolie s is presented no less effectively 
in the story of Gangu and his family, 
who come to the plantation to work. 
The book opens with Gangu, his wife 
Saj11ni, his 14-year-old daughter Le ila 
and his boy Buddha on the train with 
Bula, their countryman. Gangu's 
brother had gotten into debt, ar.d ac­
cord ing to the " English law" the land ­
lord had taken Gangu 's piece of land as 
well as the brother' s. Bula, full of fine 
promises abou t the kindness of the 
Briti sh sahibs, the high wages pa id, 

the easy loans, the piece of land given 
tJ every worker on the plantation on 
which to grow rice, h;;d persuaded 
Gangu to take a job there. 

Gangu's disi llusionment begins at the 
station, where there is no motor car, 
as Bula had promised, to take them 
to the plantation. The tin houses 
bu il t for the workers were l ike ovens 
in summer and cold in winter. The 
Indian registry clerk calls them " sons 
of pigs" fo r coming at the wrong time. 
V-.'orse, Gangu talk:; to Narain, who 
had fled from a famine in Bikaner; 
l ife there had been like a prison, he 
said, but here it was worse. There 
were no bars, but armed guards pre­
vented anyone from running away. 
Coming on a three-year contract, he 
had been on the estate 12 years be­
cause his debts and in terest were more 
than his small wages. 

With Gangu's whole family working, 
earnings were less than eight annas a 
day. They walked two miles to a 
bazaar off the plantation to buy pro­
visions at a cheaper price, only to find 
the arrogant merchant cheating the 
Tibetans who had brought grain to sell 
-and as he owned all the shops within 
20 miles around, prices were the same. 

r
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Gangu is stricken with malaria and 
although he recove rs, his wife catches 
i t and dies. Then there is no money 
for her funeral; fuel w;;s to be had 
for nothing from the forest, but the 
priestly rites were expensive. Gangu, 
in growing despair, goes to Croft­
Cooke, who kicks him out, in panic 
fear of infection. Batu refuses him 
with false excuses, and ~P has to bor­
row from the money-lender in the 
bazaar. 

Meanwhile Reggie Hunt has been 
casting eyes at the wife of one of the 
foremen. He dispossesses his current 
favorite for her, and one day the 
monotonous tea picking (always two 
leaves and a bud, two leaves and a 
bud . . ) is di sturbed by a fight 
between the two women. All the in­
juries and oppression the cool ies have 
suffered bo,ils out over thi s incident, 
a mob forms, wh;ch is dispersed by the 
guards. Gangu is carri~d along, half­
hoping, like the others, that at last 
they might do something. They go to 
the doctor, who tends the wounded and 
tell s them to go and talk to Croft­
Cooke. 

Reggie Hunt and the others are 
panic -stricken at the " mutiny, " and 
holing up at the Club in a state of 
siege, cail for the RAr.. The planes 
come, frightening the workers, bring ing 
Tommies. The workers are beaten 
back to the ir quarters, and the plan­
ters ' wrath falls upon the doctor, who 
is fired. Barbara re fu ses to go with 
him. 

After the interlude of a hun t staged 
for H. E. the Governor, when the latter 
shoots one of the elephants instead of 
the tiger, Reggie goes after Gangu's 
daughter. She repulses him, but that 
evening he goes to their house; Gangu 
comes along, and in a frenzy Reggie 
shoots him. At the subsequent trial, 
the jury of seven Europeans and two 
Indians acquits him " by majority vote ." 
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As the author tells us, in th is book 
he criticized the planters for the first 
lime, and his temeri ty brought a storm 
down on his head. Although he says 
he tended to caricature the British, to 
this reviewer their hypocrisy, their 
isolation, their Jrrogance and t heir 
fear of the people they hold in sub­
jugation are true to life. 

His characterizations of Gangu and 
the other Indians are sensitive, and he 
shows how a sense of common wrongs 
draws the workers together and over. 
comes the barriers of differing back­
ground. There is no use trying to run 
away, says Narain, " if there's anyt hing 
to do, i t must be done here." But 
nothing is accomplished after all ; the 
murderer is acquit ted and apparently 
life is lo continue for th e workers as 
before. 

This seems to be the gravest short.. 
coming of the book. Gangu, taking 
part in the " mutiny" in spite of him· 
self, is swept along by a force he only 
dimly comprehends . Then, when 
" order" is restored , he is fined, Jiang 
with other " ringleaders," and he si nks 
into a state of resi gnation and uni· 
versa! forgiveness. It is too bad the 
author did not reach a more positi ve 
conc lusion, showing the way to a 
change in intolerable conditions of life 
and work. 

Nevertheless, as an indictment of 
the treatment given subject peoples by 
their white overlords in hand with their 
feudal masters, the book has as much 
po in t today as it had when first pub­
lished in 1937 . Millions in As ia, in 
the Middle East, Africa end other Jrea' 
are sti ll living like sem i· humans, wh ile 
their masters grow rich on their labor; 
but today the Malayan, Viet-Minh and 
Korean people are waging an armed 
strugg le for freedom and independence 
which will enable them to live decent 
l ives, as the l iberation of China has 
brought to her people. 

Chin}°Monthly Review 

-· ·----------.. -- -·--------------~---

I Report to Readers 
THE vacation is now over with all three of our 

editors-turned-roving-reporters firmly settled at then­
respective desks. Although physically back 111 Shanghai, 
the mind continu es to wander, spending about half t111'.e 
off in s uch places as the open pit coal_ mme m sub-zero 
Fushun or recalling an interview with a shorts-clad 
, tudent in sunny Canton. 

The tendency toward such unproductive staring at 
the typewriter is in creased by the fact that each editor's 
desk· is piled high with notebooks, arhdes and article­
outlines dea ling with various places v1s1ted and people 
talked to during the past couple of months . In .add1t1on, 
we now have a sizable s tockpi le of articles on .chma ~nt­
ten by various delegates to the Asian and .Pacific Reg10n_s 
Peace Conference which we shall be runnmg m the next 
co uple of issues. 

* * * 

ONE of the first things to greet us upon our ret~rn 
was a stack of newspapers and magazmes from ab1oad 

which had collected during our absence. As has become 
our custom we glanced firs t at the headlines, then turr~ed 
to read th~ flood of "think pieces" ~nd reports. on hfe 
· ch ·na written by the experts who mterpret this coun­
~~ to

1 
the West from Hongkong or the even betler vant­

aie point of a swivel chair in the New York or London 
edi torial office. 

Ju.;;t fresh from trips which together. totaled well 
over 10 000 miles and which covered a fa1r-s1zed piece 
of the dountry, these accounts seemed .more war_ped than 
usual. There was, for instance, a dispatch f10~ New 
y ·k written at the very time one editor was vis1tmg the 
H~~i River, which told of the "miilions" ?f slave labor­
ers being driven to work daily on the Hua1. _As me~twn­
ed in last month's R eview, we _pretty well w1 ote our ow~ 
ticket on the Huai trip, travelmg a cnss-cross co_urse od 
some 500 kilometers. going where we liked, stoppmg an 
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Report to Readers 
---------..111----~--~~--~~ 

starting when we I'k d . •. • • • 
wh 1 e , mterv1ewing h 

. enever we liked. Somehow w omever we liked 
missed the chained "m'JJ· ''though, we seem to hav' 

I IOIJS. ' 0 

plus food to Moscow, we're still covered. Deciding that 
we wanted a few more facts and figures, we made a 
repeat visit to the Peking village unannounced about 
two weeks later and found conditions just the same.) 

ONE of the more fancif l . 
patch from New York ~ stones was an AP d. AND then there were the usual run of the mill 
Dewey h h reportmg a spe h b is- stories about religious persecution in "Red China." 
. ' w o as come t th · ec Y Governo 

smce his few days' visit 0to e. fore ~s a. "China expert'~ Chri s tians, Mohammedans, Buddhists and others were 
the more interes ting tid-bits T:1w:n m mid-1951. Among desc ribed as the objects of fiendish persecution. 
was his estimate of the num:n ed out by the governor While in Hangchow recently, we spent a couple of 
querors" now "pull in th . er of "Russian . . afternoons doing the things vacationists always do in 

l h g e stnngs" · C · · con-
revea t e exact figure but d 111 hina. He didn't thi s fomous resort city known for its many ancient tem-
l00,000 to 200,000." ' eclared that it was "between pi es and pavilions. All the temples we saw-about half 

For a man wh a dozen of the larger ones-appeared in good shape and 
Chiang's la d 

0 
got no closer to the soil than Mad seemed to be functioning a s usual. In one or two we 

remark bl n scaped garden in Taiwan D ame watched Buddhist and Taoist priests performing their . a e knowledge of th • ewey showed 
mamland: "Taxes <m th e. rural situation on the traditional prayer rites. 
ruthlessly collected ancl · el Chmese farmer today But the most revealing example of the new govern-
the taxes plus rents the~n u:~:er sum t.han the total a~; ment's attitude toward these ancient religious buildings 

. Although we haven't had to pay m the past." \\·as the case of Lin Yin Temple. A fairly large estab-
w1th Madame Chiang, we'll v the opportunity for a chat li shment with a number of temple and monastery build-
two with Governor Dewe enture ~ raise a point or ings, it was originally built in 300 A.D . ...Of course the 
two Chmese villai;ps on/~otWe have Just recently visited buildings have been renovated, re-built and added to 
peasants are beginni~g to rea fa~ from_ Peking where th e several times, but the main building, towering some five ihe other near Shenyang (J\~u~de fruits _of land reform , s tories, has long been a landmark . 
. and reform some time a en) which carried out However. age and hard usage have taken their toll. 
itsel!llinto two cooperativ~o t~~~iswhich has now divided Kuomintang troops occupied the temple just prior to 

farmers talked t . · liberation and the damage they inflicted proved the prover-
~mphatic on the point of ta~atin ~oth villages were bial straw, the roof falling in shortly after they were 
111 the villages cou ld rememb . ion- o~est taxes anyone removed by the new government. The whole structure 
the governor a dollar to a ei · Whats more, we'll bet is now being repaired and strengthened by the govern-
saw looked and dressed l ikedou~~-nut .that the farmers we ment which, despite the many urgent construction pro-
ones he saw in Taiwan. mi ionaires compared to the jects under way, has allocated substantial quantities of 

. (And, just in case the . materials for the job. 1 
minded China experts are ~~7~~~or or some other like- It was really quite a sight. In the front temple, f 
w iat we saw was a "special h 1 ~~ of suggesting that which had just had a new coat of paint, the monks were 
~ac~s were turned all "lOOs 0~;· that the minute our going about their business as usual, the gods and god-
d stnng-pullers" jumped out ' f h to 200,000" Russian desses and the many rows of lesser deities stared down 

own the new school hous 
0 

d t e haystacks and tore on the spectators as they have for centuries. It must 1 
e an shipped off all the sur- have been much like this when Marco Polo visited China. I 

----------- But when we stepped out the back door to take a look f 
----------·---~-I.--~~~~-~-~~·-~~~~~~----
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