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LETTERS 
From the People 
Commc n hl f rom rcnclcr !-1 o n cur rC' n t 

topics n r C! ro n lin lly in \' itt•d : th1:i r 
o pini••lls, hu\'.'l_' \t'I", d o n ot n cc""t'll~1 l y 
Tt'pro !Wn t t he vi \! w H o! th e Ch rna 
M onthly R e11ic w . 

PEACE MEET 
To the Editor: 

The 11 -doy Peace Conference of 
the Asia n and Pacific Regions in 
Peking, attendrd by deleg<itcs from 37 
count ries rcpr!'.'scnting a tutJ I of 1,600,-
000,000 people, will Cf"r!,";en:y give a 
hcc..vy blow lo the w.1nnakcrs . We 
people throughout t he count ry give 
fu ll support to the resolut ions reached 
al the conference. 

It is a fact that peace is a pre­
requisite fo r all comtruct ive life, 
especiall y to a country like Chi na, 
which will soon start ti er first F1ve­
Year Plan. But peace cannot be 
achi eved withou t hard st ruggle. 

To ensure world peace, we therefore 
demand the immediate cessation of 
the wars now going on in KoreJ, Viet­
Nam Jnd Malaya, the p:oh1bi t ion of 

atomic, chemical, bacteriological and 
all other weapons of ma:;s destruction, 
the wi t hdrawa l of all fc.reign troops 
from Korea and other colonial coun­
t ries, the conclusion of a peace pact 
Jn:ong the five grea t powers, and the 
promot ion of economic and cultural ex­
c!1Jrlge among al l nations. 

CHAO MING-TAO 
Munic ipa l People' s Court 
Chung king 

WORLD PEACE 
To t he Editor : 

The convening of t he recent Asian 
itnd Pac ific Peace Conf,,rence in 
Pekin'] is an event of great signi ficance 
in the campaign for marnta;n,ng world 
peace. 

We peace-loving people resolute ly 
oppose the warmonger ing b!oc now 
underm ining peace. We oppose the 
armament drive of the imprrialists and 
their desig n to prepare a new war. 
We oppose the use of Jdp :1 11 and 
V/estern Germany as bases for aggres­
sio n. What we a11d •he people 
throughout t he world neerl is ll peace 
pJct among the five great pov1er_s­
China, t he Soviet Unio n, the Urn ted 
St.1tcs, Britain .ind France . 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES 

We firmly bel ieve thJt pc ,ic~ will 
triumph rec<iuse the 
overwhel'l1 ing m<;jori ty 
of t he peopl. in t he 
world today arc gras­
ping hands in friend­
sh ip and stri\ing fo r 
peace. As college 
students, we are de· 
termined to study hard 
and keeo on slr'uggling 
agains t t he aggressors 
unti l t he final victory 
is attai ned. 

China 
Stud ent Rates 
U N ITl-: D STA T ES 
A UST R ALI A 
BU RMA 
CA N A D A ...... . 
GR EA T RR IT A IN 
H ONGKONG 
IN DIA 

Si.c Mont hs 011r l' car 

Y35,000 Y63,000 
Y32 ,000 Y60,000 

US$ 3.00 
A £ 1- 0- 0 
RR. 10.00 
C$ 3.00 
£ 0 Jr,- 0 

1-Ha 18.00 
...... R e. 10.00 

~,fLOAN:As, 1 ~0UT H si:As .. : ... Gu ilder 40 no 
StS !Jon 

P AK IST AN 
TH AIL AN D 
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86 YEARS YOUNG 
To the Editor : 

I h:tve been receiving the Rc ·1i l'.'w 
regularly fo r a yea r now al'd alwJys 
look forward to gettir•g it. I will be 
86 years young th is winter. I am a 
retired locomotive engi11cer .:ind ,1 

sturlrnt of Debs. I wor ked with hirri 
in t he RailwJy Brotherhoods n1 the 
late 80's and early 90 s, and thought 
then l would li ve to see ;i better wor ld 
I be lieve the better wcr/d has c0n.c to 
Cl11n..1. Keep up the good work. 

Wash.ngton, USA 
H. P. K. 

BOOK STORES 
To the Edi tor: 

Before liberation, KL> r·mi ng's book 
stores were 111 a state of depression 
as a result of the Kuomi ntang 's pol icy 
of keep ng th !:' people from acquiring 
new knowledge People seldom went 
to buy or redd for feiJr that they 
might get into trouble. During that 
time, it was quite common to see 
tc,J frequent vis itors to book stores 
hcin<) dragged .:iw.Jy by the police. 
Children were not ailowed to touch the 
boo~ s because, it was said, they were 
too young to understa nd t h1n']s. 

r-------· ------------------------~-------~1 

j ru the Ed i to~zechuen Students J 

II Since l iberat ion, Szcchirn U11 i\e1 sity 111 Cheng LU, c.1p1lJI ci ty cf : 
Szechuen province, lial seen m.:iny changes. : 

1 
One of t he most noticc.:ibJe h.:i :; been t he change 1n the professors' I 

«ttitude toward teaching , A friend ly rel,1:1o nshrp h.:is be?n establi shed 
, betwe:en teachers and students. In c!.:iss, 'he teachers no longer confine I 
I U

1
eir lectures to abstract theories, as they did before, but lay emphasis 

! 
un the pri ncip le of linking t heory with practice. Free discu~sio n is I 
encouraged, which is usually followed by t he l ('achers' )111•ming up or 
exp'Jnation. After class, the teac,1crs ta ke t ime from lunch <1nd n:sl , 

I 
talking with studcrts to understand t hei r problems ~u.d llclp them. 

Tha t China ·s institutes of higher learning serve the needs of all can 

1

,
1 be seen from the compos1t:on of the student body in t 1;:s u·1 iversi ty . 

This year many students from wo1·king class and pc.1sJnl fJmil ies were 
admi tted, i!nd more will be admi'tcd in the future. 

I At present, new dormitories and c/Jssroorris are being put up on the I 
Cilmpus in order to accommodate the greater number of student s. Like 

I East and Ncir t h China, where 1hc ama!gamat :on of un i\ersi t ies and t 
: colleges has just teen completed, the reshuffi ;ng of some clepJrtments of l 

the universi t y with other universi t ies and colleges will sc,;in be carried I out, in order to make more efficient use or manpower and equipment. 

Szechucr1 University is r i"lpi dly attaining its goal of becomi ng an I 
I institution wh ich will turn out Jn ever -i r.crcasing number of gradua tes 

wi th t he bes t train ing, who wi l l all find places in t he nation's expanding 
reconstruc t ion program f 

I CHEN CHU -LI ANG l I Szechuen Unove rSt ty I 

L~~:~:-~----------------------------~-~-l 
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Following liberalion, li ke many other 
ent~rprises, the city's book stores have 
enjoyed good business, and the number 
ot stores is now double the pre ­
liberalion figure . On Sundays or 
holidays, nearly al l the stores . are 
packed with readers who are thirsty 
for new knowledge. 

To mee t the ever growing number 

of readers, severa l stores have set up 
specia l read ing rooms for t he pub lic. 

Kunming, Yunnan 
PETER LEE 

NO MORE PESTS 
To the Editor : 

The peasants in Yunnan province are r--------------------. ensured a bumper crop th is fall as 

II 1 
they have been successful in wiping out 

: Democratic I ;nsects wh;c h threatened the plants. 
I 1 When the ;nsects were first d;s-
: GERMAN REPORT I covered"' M; Le fatrd, some super-! stitious fJrmers considr.red they were 

1. h t dropped by Heaven and dared not kill a fortnight ly pub IS - I them because they though t that the l ed by John Peet, I harder they tr;ed the ">'Orse ;t would 

I be. An emergency meeting was called I chronit:les develop-
1 

;n the d;s tr ;ct and the slogan, cadres 

I ments in the German take the lead and everyone qet husi 

was adopted. The peasants soon saw I Democrat ic Republi t:. f
1 

that when everyone worked together 

there was no problem in gelling rid 
I · t · t 11 of the insects. 

l 
Sub.~cr 1p ions a 

1 

ti 
•°J A similar drive took plJce in o icr 

Guod zi Shudian, 38 parts of the prov;nce. In the vdlage 

of Lu Hsi , for 1nstJnce, ne;irly :'.000 
I Soochow Hutung-, I pea san ts \\Ore 1110/);1,,e·J and w ll1Hl 
I
I Peking : two days al l the ;n,ects were k lied 

I s I. fllANG I .. Kunm;ng Yunnan ·------------------- · ~----------·1 
r--------~~;;;-~~LUMES i 
I A limit,,d number of boufld 110/umes of the China Monthly! I 

eview-Volume 120-121 Jmmary to Decembrr l9J1-arr nou; I ~vailable al Y7J,ooo delivered withi11 Chi11a a11d U~$~· 2fJ-f~f : 
I abroad per volume. Bound volumes for the sero11 d:liver I 
I '9Jt-Vo/. 121, are availablr U/'."ra telyb at ~4oj;oo {o;olume f, I 

I ;
11 Chi11a alld . USS>.2J for d elivery a roa · ar' . 

1 
i11dexed by subject. 

* China Monthly Review 
160 Ycnan Road, East L

I ------------~~~':::~:~-~~~~---~ --------------
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The Month in Review 
Asian and Pacific Regions • Peace Conference 

f ROM th e Peace Conference of 
The Peace Asian and Pacific Regions has 

come th e cal l of three quarters 
Conference or mankinc1- 1,600.ooo.ooo people-

ror peace. From October second to 
twelfth , 429 persons from '16 countri es, including dele-
gates. obsen ers and g-ucsts, came toget her in Peking 
and dec ided upon concrete proposals for putting out 
the fires of war now blazing in the Far East. 

Th e 11 days of dL•mocrat it: discuss ion brought into 
clea r focus th e ovenrhelm ing desire of people from 
countries of widely differing politica l and social ::;ystems 
t_o find ways of an'rt ing- the <li ~ a ster or a IH.!w war 
which threatens th e whole wol'ld . Tho:-e pre::;e nt were 
of many political and religious com·ictions: th ere were 
worken; and peasants, businessmen and union leader s, 
studentll' and edut:ational workers, writer s and artists, 
jou rnalis ts and parliament members, women's leaders, 
lawyers, doctorn and a host of others. 

EVEN as the delegates met to talk of peace, th e "cold 
war" exponents had long s ince unleashed their "hot" 

wars in Korea, Viet-Nam and Malaya. Heading the 
t0pics discussed at the conference, therefore, was how 
bf st to check th e increasing clanger of a world war 
which ha s resulted from US r emilitarization of Japan, 
and how to put a n end to the prolongation and extension 
of the Korean war. 
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It was hardly s urpnsmg that the representatives 
of Asian and Pacific peoples saw US government policy 
as · th e c hief threat to peace', with K or ea s hattered, 
Japan's fasci:.;t militaris ts be ing r earm ed , the people of 
Viet-Nam a nd :\falaya s ubj ected to war whic h could not 
continue without US backing of France and Britain, and 
the incrcasl•d US mi li tary, political a nd econom ic en­
croachm en t upon Latin Ame rira. 

H o,,·e1·e r , th e co nfe re nc L' \\' a s by mi means dern ted 
to ranting d<·nu nciat iu1rn of the l.!S; iss ues we rL' dealt 
ll'i(h ral io11all.1-, on th e bas is of tlw best \\'ay to linrl 
J't'acC'l'ul soluti ons of di fT't.> r L' nCL's . The main th eme \1·as 
peacefu l co-e:\isknre or nati ons. and it \\'as made 
abundantly clea r du rin g th e confrrl' nce tha t L'S for­
e ig n policy is not only a t hr r at t o nt h1 ·r na tions. !Jut 
a lso is again s t tllC' I.Jes t intrn·sts of th e Am e ri can people 
themsc h-es. 

Th e JG-m a n J\nw r ican d l'lcgat ion fo und the con­
ference a ri <' h. in s pirin .L!' L'Xpr r ic nce . 1\leet in g Uw other 
delegat es. takin g· part in m erl in gs a nd di sc ussion :-: , th ey 
we re ll'l'l conwd ll'ith ll'<trm fr ien dl iness . proof tha t the 
peopJu; of A.-< ia and the l'ac ilic make a clt•a r distincti on 
between th e Anwr ican pt•opk and tlw aggn•ss i1c ads 
of th e ir gm·Prnnwnt. F r1Jm till' Ch il ea n busincssm:rn, 
th e I< nn·an poet. tlw In d ia n Co ngn•:-:s Party ml•mlier , 
they lcarnl'd at fir:-:t hand th e effects nf aggress iYe US 
polic~-. and they f" •ali zl'd t he g reat importa nce of de­
\·eloping and ;;t r e11 g th cni 11 g lh P peace mo1·Pment in ~he 
us. 

A chief featurp of the co nfer e nce was the twin 
strand of nati onal ind eJJPnd e ncc a nd anti-imperiali sm; 
c nly with peace ca n th e A s ian a nd Pacific nations fullill 
their d ei>ire for an e nd to. for <' ig n domination and the 
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achievement of ind ependence. In this the American 
d1•legation h eard echoes of th e ir O\\'n his tory, when in 
1776 th e founders of t !ie U nited States dec lared their 
rii.d1t of ind e pend ence from Geor ge Ill 's oppressive co­
lon ial policy . 

THE del ega t es' couragp and det erminati on were re-
flect ed by t hL' obs ta cles the» \n•re forcPd to over­

come to get to J\•1' in g . Some !('ft r espo ns ibl e pos itions; 
ma n.v rdu srd t o hP int imidalPd Ii» gnn•rn m <' nt res tric­
ti .1ns on tra 1·1· l. A :-·oung C J g a1·p hi s Kor ea n war bonus 
to nne US d l· lcgate, to pa~' part of hi s fare. A New 
Zea land st r eC't ca r \\'Ork e r got \1·ord, .iust after the con­
fcr 0nce closrd . that he had heL•n discha r J..'WI. After the 
Yns hida go,·ernmC'nt r efused to iss ue passports t o the 
Japa n rsp d C' IC'gaks, tlw.1· s muggl0d themseh-es to China 
on fishing boats. H unil r r ds of lll'!C'ga t es. threa t e ned 
wi t h puni"hnwnt when tlw~· rrturn ed hom e. wer e not 
dclP!TPd from coming to P l' kin g , nor \\·ill they be pre­
r entcd from s preadin g th e• won! in the ir o\\'n ·countries 
tha t ])('O pie e1·e r~· ,1 · h e r e \\'ant peace. 

NeYl'r before had th e peoples o f the , ·ast Pacific 
arPa com e together; th e conferenre uni ted them for 
tlw fi r st time. Japan ese a nd Chinese d elegat es met; 
mo:-:t s ignilicantl .v, Indian a nd Pakistan d ek•ga t es , be­
tlreC' n \\'hose countries fricti on ha s long existed. agreed 
upon a j o int d e~larati on. Both g r oups wer e widely re­
prescnta th·e. th e Tndi;ins bring h z-aded b.v a Yeteran 
Congrpss Part~· IC'adP r and former Pconomi c ad,·iser to 
th l' '.'\e hru go\·<'rnm ent . 1\·hil e a Moslem lead er and land­
owner h ea ded the Pakis tan g roup. The declaration, 
whi ch call ed for r egular m eetings by r epresentatives of 
th e peace mo,·emC'nt of both countries in order to pave 
th e way for a ju f<t solution of th e Kashmir a nd other 
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issues, was viewed as having historic sign ificance for 
Asia. 

The unprecedented meeting together of delegates · 
from Uw peoples of Asia and Latin Amer ica. when they 
heard facts and figures which clea rl y s howed the s imilar­
ity of position of many of their cou nt ri es, fettered and 
dominated by foreign interests, was an important a­
chievement of' the conference. When thP for mer mayor 
of Bogota and lracll'r of the delegat ion from Colombia 
r eferred in h is r epor t to "those co untri es, united by the 
l'a<.: ilic Ocean, ll'h i<.: h t he forces of war want to turn 
in to a graye for ou r people's lofti e:;t aspirations for 
peace," the 8CL•ds of unity in a com mon :-;t ru ggle for 
ll'Orld peac:c were soll'n. The :-; ign ifican<.:e of the series 
of m ilitar.1· pacts Washington has made 11·ith a lm ost 
e1·er y Lalin Am ·rican nation ll'as not lost upon re­
presentati1·es of' those As ian ('ou ntri es which arc fi lled 
ll'ith US lrnses and troops . 

THE peace confrrl'ncc ll'as not .'1 form~ ! , cut-and-dr ie.d 
affair, altL•111ll'd by bored d1 plomat1 c per>'o n1w l ; 1t 

was a forum of represe ntati1·cs rlircc t from t heir peoples, 
who, in the cou rse of' the ir frank and spiri ted exc hange 
of l'iell's, grew t o know each other and st rcngthl·ncd 
their bonds of uni ty in the cause in which they were 
all pass ionately interested : \\'oriel peace. 

Simply lwcause the co nf'e rcnc:e drew together 
hundreds of' JH'uple as 1·a riou s in the ir polit ical view5 
as in the eo lor or thl' ir :-;k in or the tongues they spoke, 
the dreary cha rge made IJy the Western press "that t he 
meeting was "Communist-dominated" was as ridiculous 
as it was fa lse . Typica l was the H onglco11g Standri l'd's 
Scptem ber 27 " revelation" that the conference had 
opened on the 26, wit h Molotol' presiding. The co 11 fe r-
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ence opened on October 2, and Molotov was not present 
th en or later. 

Any delegate to the Peace Confer ence can testify 
that the s ix-man So1· iet group was one of the smallest 
present. It no more dominated the proceed ings than 
did the Indian delegat ion, which, numbering m ore than 
60, was the la rgest; nor did th e Chinese delegation, 
though China was host to the co nfe rence. 

True, many delegations praised new China , but s uch 
praise wa:; th e spontaneo us tribute of those who saw 
for th e tir:;t time the tremendous strides China has made 
since s he threw off the d<.:ad 11·e ig ht of f'orl•ign domina­
tion and domest ic oppress ion, 11·h ich burd en so many of 
th e delegates' own cou nt ri es today. The confrrence did 
not meet to praise any s ing le way of li fe, nor d id it 
make a ny proposa l dea ling solely with \ hina's affa irs. 

AS a res ult o( its l I days of me0t ings and di scussions, 
the conference worked out a seri es of' declarations 

a11d r esolutions, wh ic- h were unanimously agreed upo n 
by the delegates after thorough di :;rn ss ion and rev ision . 
These were : 

l. Appea l to the Peoples of the W orlrl: Pointing 
out that "to win and presen·e peace is an urgent task 
ll'hich must and can be accomplish ed by the joint effor ts 
of all," the Appeal concludes, "The grim prospect of war 
imperil s the life o f eve1·y man , woman and child . lt is, 
therefore, a comm on duty to stru ggle fo r peace and halt 
the world's steady drift towards war ... " 

2. Address to the United Nations: States that 
whil e "the United Nations was founded to save man­
kind ' from the scourge of war,' ... it has fail ed in 
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its duty, " and calls upon "member states to defend and 
implement the principles of the Charter." 

3. Resolution on the Korean Question: The con­
tinuation of the Korean \\'ar creates the danger of its 
extension; both s ides must cease hostilities at once and 
n;patriate all prisoners of war; all foreign troops must 
be withdrawn from Korea. 

4. Resolution on the Japanese Question: Calls for 
the conclusion of a genuine overall peace treaty with 
Japan , an encl to the remilital'izat ion of Japan, the with­
clrmrnl of foreign troops from Japan, and an end to 
fore ign restrictions upon Japanese trade. 

5. Resolution on the National Independence Ques­
tion: Since peace and national independence arc in­
divisible. the present foreign military occupation and 
control suffered by many countrie;; must end ; the in­
dependence of a ll countries must be respected; arrgres­
si\·e wars must end; occupation troops must be \\'ith­
dra\\'n; each country must go\·ern it s own natu ral re­
sou rces; free trade must be guaranteed. 

6. Resolution on Cultural Exchange: Points out 
that cultura l exclrnnge aids mutual understanding, 
\\'hich dinpels fear and cli~trust, and call s for the remornl 
of a ll obstac les in the \1·ay of a free interf!ow of healthy 
and humane culture. 

7. Resolution on F.conomic Relations: Points out 
that VS go\·crnment policy has led to manipulation of 
prices, ulockade, embargo, and control of the economies 
of other countries, and ca lls for the developm('nt of 
trade and economic r elations on the basis of equality 
and mutual benefit, r emo\·al of artificial barriers to inter­
national trade, and establi shment of economic coopera­
tion among nations. 
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8. Resolution on Women's Rights and Child Wel­
fare: The women and children of many countries are 
suffering hunger and death as the consequence of war, 
but as "women, who gi\·e life, are the enemies of war," 
the women of the world are called upon to unite to gain 
peace and full equality. 

9. Resolution on Fi\'e-Power Peace Pact: Calls 
upon the Asian and Pacific peoples to intensify th e! 
campaign for a peace pact bet\\'een the US, the Soviet 
Union, the People's Republic of China, Great Britain 
11nd France. ~ 

10. Resolution on thr Congress of the Peoples for 
Pc-ace : Call s upon all sections of the people and all 
polit ical, social and religious organ izations of the Asian 
and Pacific countries to rail~· the people to prepare for 
the Congress, to be held in \ 'ienna in December. 

11. Resolution on a Peace Lia ison Comm ittee : 
Resol\'es to cstab!i!"h a permanent liaison body, to link 
the peace mo\·ements of Pacific a nd Asian cou ntries. 

THE conference closed on a note of determination, the 
delegates strong in their purpose to return to their 

homes and work fo1· the realization of the measures 
for peace \\'hich they had decided upon. The r esolu­
tions adopted will speed the \\'Ork for peace; the con­
ference it self was so lid proof of the strength of the 
peace movement in this part of the \\'Orld. 

The fact that the conference met in Peking in itself 
helped to strengthen the mo\·einent for peace; for con­
ditions in many countries a re hardly different from 
those in the dark days of old China, yet all around them 
the delegates could see the concrete achievements, the 
face and spirit of a people who have stood up. 
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This conference has made clear to the whole world 
that the people of these r egions are sure of themselves 
in the fight for peace. They hate those who are ti-y in ~ 
to instigate a new war, but they do not fear them; thev 
know that the rnst ma.i ority want peace, and that they 
can ne\·er be conqu ered. Peace will come on the t erm ~ 
of the n •so lutions adopted, which r evolve around the 
conviction lhat all nations can li\·e in peaceful co-ex ist­
ence. Keys t o this are an end to the war in Korea, to 
the r eviva l of J a panesr; militari sm , to the colonial wan: 
in Viet-Nam and Malaya. ' 

Two \1·eeks in Peking ha\·e urought t he dt•ar 
rea li zat ion tu the participan ts in the peace co nf'Prcncc 
that everywh er.: mankind wants peace . All bu t an in­
sign ifica nt minority s tan d lo profit by war. The pl'ople 
want peace, not destruction : t hey wa nt peace hel'ausc 
it is Yita i to the rai s in g of li 1· in :.; sta ndards a nd lhc 
wiping out of' po\·c rty and hun gt• r ; th ey want peaCl' 
because it is ll('CC'ssa ry tu a fr L'e inlerflow of lracl L• a nd 
a free exc hangC' of cul tun•; t hL'Y wa11t 1wace lwcausc 
it is esse ntial fur lhL•ir ri g ht lo li 1·e th e ir ow n li n•s i11 
th e way 1 hey deem bcsl, lht•y want a rea l peace Ul'Caust• 
it is the only basis upon whi ch a truly prosperous, cu l­
tL1red , humane existel!Cl', free of dea th and des truct ion, 
can be built. 
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A paper cut-out slz0111ing tlze desire 
of the Chinese p eop./e for peace. 
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The Peace Conference 

Tl! E great majorit y of the 
del ega tes to t he As ian and 

Pati fi c Regions Peace Con­
ference came from ca11ita li s t 
and co lo ni a l coun t ri es. Men 
and women of differ ent na­
t io nality, soc ial status and 
oc:c upalion-::;cholars , writcn;, 
poets, artists, j ou rnali st:.; , law­
~f'r ~. husincssmen and rel igi­
ous leaders of a ll fa iths-they 
sig" nifiNl the broad scope of 
th e eon rcrcn cc. C•> min g- f rom 
homes thousands of mi les 
away, cross in g- <.:on1.i11 cnts an<l 
oceans, for two week s tlwy 
Ji,·ed a nd \\'Lrked amids t the 
lJl'aulies of' new P L' ki ng-. 

Readv to 1 ecc• ive th em was 
the mo~l e rn s lee!.fra n1<'< ! ei g"h t 
slury Peking" Peace ll 11lt'I, t he 
hig" hes t uuilding in the c it y. 
The rooms wcrP co mfo rtab ly 
furnished in mod t2r n Chinese 
sty le; ori g inal painling·s hy 
famous arti s ts decorated the 
wa ll s ; and pillow:', napkins , 
s ilver and di s hes carried the 
emblem of peace, the famo us 
Picasso dov e. Every comfort 
"·a s affo rd ed the guests. 
rresh fruit w'as s uppli ed daily, 
an d the delegates were de­
li g hted by the exce ll ent Chin­
ese and foreign cuis ine in the 
two dining hall s. 

From the g lassed-in eighth 
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fl oo r dini ng· hall, a mag-nificant 
view unfolded, ove r the go ldl'n 
tiles of the ane ien t roofs, to 
t he di s tant Temple o f Heaven. 
The de legates were as tonished 
al t he speed with which the 
uuilding had s prung up from 
a partial fram ework in 44 
days' t ime. A1·chitcct H enry 
W ilil'ox, one 11f th e US de­
ll·g"aks, after l!Xa min ing the 
liuilding- niuld only refe r lo it 
a:-\ "a miracl(•.'' 

O UR I NC the l'O nfl•rence the 
dt•leg-ales saw 1n Pekrng 

tlw atmosphere of m•w China . 
\Vlll'n not attendi ng- confe rence 
sess ions, they we nt a bout lhc 
c ity a s they pl eas~d; and th e 
doubters, who a t fin~t won ­
der ed if the clean l ~ n es in t he 
,·icini ty o f their hotel were only 
"show"' soon foun d out that 
the rn:tio~-wide clean up drive 
reac hed into eve ry co rner. 

The banquet lo which Chair­
man Mao T se- lung in vited the 
deil•g-ales on the eve of the 
October 1 National Day cele­
brations was an ex press ion of 
real democracy. They wi ll 
long- remember their hosts' 
wa rmth and good fe llowship 
as Commande r-in-C hi ef Chu 
T<' h , Premiet· and Foreign 
Mini s te r Chou En-lai, Soong 
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Ching-ling (Mme. Sun Yat­
sen) and others went from 
table to table in the great hall, 
offering toasts to world peace 
and friend s hip . The roster of 
more than 1,000 gues ts in­
cluded diplomats , C hina 's 
model workers from farm and 
factory, representatives of 
minority groups, and P eo ple's 
Liberation A rm y heroes. 

The Nationa l Day cc lcbra­
Lion was a colorfu l and me­
morable s pectac le. with nea rl y 
500,000 Chinese people, from 
a ll s lrata of soc iety, parnding 
through the great squa1·c be­
fore T1<•11 An Men, the (:ate 
of H eavenly P eace. ll c re, on 
a brig-ht autumn day , thl' 
del<'.C:'11c·s glimpsccl the unity 
ancl might o f toda y 's Chi na. 
Th e flight of jet planes, wh ich 

concluded the military demon­
stration , e li cited a stoni shed 
comment from some of the 
delegates. 

Civ ilian groups formed the 
grca ter pa rt of the parade: 
10,000 gaily-dressed boys and 
gir ls strode excitedly past the 
review ing stand, straining- to 
catch s ighl of Chairman Mao 
as n great flock of cl oves wa~ 
rel eased and the delegates 
burst into a spontaneous 
ornl ion. Then came sludents, 
housewives, cultural and re­
li gious groups. Lw.; in c• ssnll'n, 
~ovcrnmcnt workers, irHlusl rial 
workers, and peas ant:-:. Thr 
mos t popular s logan was 
.. Long li ve world JH'acc ! " 
That night, many of th e de­
li ·gaks j oiner! the th ousands 
cla1wing in the squa r e before 

Kuo Mo-jo, cl<·pul y l<•nd <' r of th <' Chin rs<.' O('lrga· 
ti o n, mak in g a g<•n cra l repo rt o n "Let Us Uni te to 
D efe nd P<•ac<'," at rh(' Confrrt'l1c<'. 

Louis \V. \\/hC'atnn, US Jclq,::ltion and 
Madame OJ ~~a Poblete, IH·;id of <..:hi lca n ddcga tion arc 
<·mbrncing tin· Young PioncL'rs who prt•srntcd bouqucb 
tu chc delegates, 

the bri lliantly illumi nalcci 
Tien An Men. 

THE conference convened on 
Octoucr 2 in " s paciuus 

buff-colo red liuilding whid1 
had been an empe ror's villa in 
the da ys of the Impnial City. 
The si le of the fi rs l People 's 
l' olitical Co ns ult ative Con­
ference, whi ch founded the 
i'cople's Republic of Ch ina on 
October 1, 1!14!), it ha cl be~n 
re novated and enlarged for 
the present conference. The 
hall, with its scar le t lacq uered 
col umns, hung with tasse led 
fe s tival lante rns, rani:: wit h 
th e applause and cheers uf 
the hu ndreds a ssembled as 
they expressed th e desire of 
their peoples for pc•ace in no 
trnc:crtai n terms. 

One rnoving in cid ent was 

Nov.-Dec- 19~2 

tlw joint clcclara l ion of the 
Ind ian and l 'akis tan dclcg-a­
tions rail ing for a peaceful 
seltlcnwnt of the ir nations' 
di sputes, which was sig- nc<l on 
the ru :-; tn1m and drl'w thun­
derou s ap p lause. Another was 
the ptTS<'lllation of J::ifls uy 
the US cklegation lo the 
Korean d< · l c~a ti <•n . Amid 
heartfelt applause, the Am­
erican s prc~cntcd a smal l tree 
to the J(orcans with lhe fo l­
lc1wing message : 

'"We of the Amer ica n peop le 
wh o admire bravery and hate 
cruelty, ask that yo u wi ll 
plunt in the soi l of Korea, so il 
made holy by the blood of a 
heroic peop le, thi s s mall tree. 
May it grow as the friend ship 
of ou r peoples g- rows ... 
unti l it shelter. under its green 
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New Zealand delegate's to the Peace Lonrcrcncc 
being welcomed at the railway station in Peking. 

bou g-hs , in safely and l1ca uty 
and pea ce, the• childrl·n of 
your chi ldren." 

WATC HI N G f"ro lll lhe press 
sect ion vivi dly l1rnughl 

home lo llw o lJscrvc ,. the 
broadly inclus ive ..J1a l'adl' I' or 
the co nf"c1 cnct'. To lhl' right 
were ::5l'a tcd th e Paki stan , 
Nicuntg-ua , l\fon ,: ~olia and 
Syria - Lebanon de legation s, on 
each desk lhe approp,.iale 
nati onal flag . Di n·<· ll y he low 
was th e s tars an d st r ipes of 
the US delegation. 

A s the ha ll filled, de lt•g.,1tes 
as widely Sl' paratcd g-cog-ra­
phica lly a s tiny P a n:1111a and 
great China bt•gan to take 
their sca ts. A eoal miner 
from New Ze:fland would be 
talking- lo a wc lll a n lawyer 
from Mexi co, an Au st ralian 
churchman w ith a leading· 
C hinese Ch 1·is tian , a Filipino-
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American girl with a W(JltJan 

from Korea ; onl' saw th e ht·a tl 
of a Viet-N a m Buddhis t 
monaster y shak in g- hands with 
I hl· Neg ro lwad of th e US dc­
Jt.g-ution. A l one nH•el in g t he 
p res idium in cluded a .Ja pan­
esP, an Amt•riea11 1 ;:i 1\'T c:-.:it·!rn, 
a ( 'hirwsc, a C t•y lnnesc and an 
Indi an; at othel's dilfer<' nl 
nal ionaJiti cs were rcprcscnti·d. 

With th e conferenct', th e 
fig-ht for wo1·Jd pea ce has 
take n a Ii 1'111 s tep forward. 
Durin g- th e sess ions the dele­
g-a les di scove red a new 
s lrr ni.: th in the s trug-g-Jp fell· 
pt•acp, and it wa s ~Jrought 
horn e to them that I hi s 
s t rug-g-Jc, in Cololllbia. in \' iet­
Nalll, in Aus tralia , in the IJS, 
is part of the same I hr 'l•ad 
whi ch weave~ throu.Q'h all coun. 
tr·ies . What th ey ha vP st•r n 
and expe ri enced can nev e r IJe 
s haken by those who di stort 
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the truth about China and the 
peace movement. 

A FT ER lhe co n fe rcn cc, the 
cle leg-a les vi s it ed man v 

sec tions of the \'a , t country . 
Th ey have seen with the;,. ow11 
eyes I he g'l'cat chang-es which 
have ta ke n plar-r in a nation 
whose people no t long· ag-o 
sutl'l' rrd the sanw in<l ignilics 
and mi sery which so m a ny of 
their own cnuntriC"s Hl'e bur­
den ed with today. They han• 
sel'll old and nc•w C'itirf', f'ae­
tori1 ·s . coopc ra ti Vl'~, Yi /J ngrs 
and the co u11t,. .vs icl" after lancl 
reform, and ~Teat rcco nst nie­
tion pl'njl'<.:ts. Th".\' hnv0 
deepl.v f°l'lt till • pt·a~cf'u l s pil'it 
of " ""' China . 

F 11 r thl' majori!y r;f I hi' 
de lt•g· utf' ~, C'oming- from coun­
tric·., where t here is littl e 
chance lo get the truth abo ut 

Ch ina , thi s has been a revela­
tion. Th ey ha ve nail ed th e li e 
that the confe re nce was to be 
dom inated by '1Cummun isb; ," 
just as th ey ha ve n a iled the 
li es that h ave been s pr·ead 
about npw China. Th ey were 
rl'C'eived as fi g-ht1 •r·s fo r peace 
and honored g-urs ts bv th e 
pt•nple of' Chinn, wl.cthc;· th ey 
ea.me from Vi l• 1-N:·m 0 1· from 
lh c US, tlw s tmng-holri of 
en pita /i sm. 

\\'lwn tlw cl l'iei.:att•s r cl ur·n 
lo the ir· hc11nda11d s they wi ll 
ha\'l' rnurh tn tl'IJ al.o ut th e 
11 1•w lifp th1•\· h:1 \·c· s rt· n in 
('Jffna :ind h~w 1 n:t11~· pc•op lc 
of \· a rio11 -.; ha1·k ,:.!T11u11ds met 
""" un ' t,•d in tlr ,. fig-ht l'o 1· 
'H 'at·t•. J\ ud the_•.\· :1 n• stronJ..!' 
in ti re kn" " ·Jc •dg" that tlw 
P<'Op /(' <if llH· nations r C' pn•­
sPnt l'd at lhp confc• rcncc.• a 1'f• 

dl'! c• r mined Ir. Jivf• in prac0. 

Worn rn ddcg.1tc·10 '1 :1\ ·c a f:. ir nUl y 1:1/k during an 



l 
I 
I 

I 
l 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

l 

I 
I 

I TOWN~~~;~-;,~·-D_£_'M_O_C_R._A_C-a..T-TH-"E -;~; CONFERP:NCE ·1 
One little-publicized aspect of la~t month'~ Asian 

d p 'fi Peace Conference was how it worked, its day. 
fn-d ya~r~cedure. The following i;tescription of the. co,~- co111miss ions. Secondly. the commi ss ion meetin gs were tex tbook 

examples of democratic prucedu 1·e. o a , , ·k· methods is written by the Rev1en s !~r~;rce ,~h~ 0~t/enngded all of the full conference se:"si.ons 
and ali meetings of one commission and sub-comm1ss1on. 

* * 
HT fro•11 the begi nning the conference took on s~me l hin g. of 

RIG · 1 f Id New En~land town mee tin g . d1· sp1te the at111 os p 1e re o a n o h I' 1?9 
i. ·t 1 hat it was a lar~" body as confe rences gc>, t o.ta ing . -

the ac 1 , ·t f ,,. sl afl 111• mbcrs ddegates, obsener s and g :1cs ts . P us . q ui e a e . ' 
l;rc t:ght along by the var io us de legat1011s. 

' Vh ilc : } ~ c mcc~ in g-s " e r e n m along- rcp;ular pa r liam en tary 
I · h t t I h or three t imes ]' ·es o f p rocedure. th t> cha ir-w li e ro a cc ,.c 

it.I f lel cn .. 1• io n t o anoth e r - never 0nce r cso rt<·d to a cay rom on e c "' ' f h 
Jl ><"l iamen t:i ry ma ncu \'t rs or f<'<:h n icai ities in order t~· ur t. er 
th's or th at s pec ia l in te res t or to preven t any po mt of\ !e\\· f1om 
b 'ng put lJefo rc th e conferen(' e. It \\'as clear from llw outset tl~~t eve ryo ne co u ld have hi s say, and severa l do z.en .speakers, 
representing ,· irtuaily e\'cry d t· leg-alion prc, ent , did Jus t that. 

The firs t , ix or se \·en days were ta ken up with sch edul ed re­
ports bv va r ious del egations and by a number of. speeches. The 
ia , t fou.r or fh·e days o f the conference were d1v1dcd bl'l wcen 
r egular sessions a nd t he various commi ss ion and s ub .co 111 nms10: 
lliee tings. T he ,,·ay the co;,1 miss ions (comparable to the pa n~! 
common to conferences in th e W <'s t) worked was rnlh (' 1· ' la Jt. ling. 

I N th e fir s t p lace. every ' ing le delcgat·; had tlw opportu n ity .to 

and n few managed lo attend at C'a s t s ome m,, 

.'lfembcrs were spcc iti cali.r urged to s tate t heir views on the 
ronfe1·ence declarations under di , cu " ion. If a lll<•mbe r rema in­
ed ' ilent th1·oug-h more than one meeting, the cha innan was 
aln :ost ce rt a in lo n'k if the delegation fro111 thi s or that coun. 
try didn 't wi s h to expres-< an opinion. 

A.ftc; · the li1·,t ses, ion. t he s ugges ti o n; " ·ert• given to a s ub-
co mmiss ion , e leded from its n1 e m be1·s hip b.1· the co n1111iss ion, to 
drnw up in ou tl ine fo rn1 . T he ou tl ine ""'" s ubseq ,1cnti;· brought 
back to the full co111 111iss ion for a me ndmen ts a nd fu1 ·th c ,. s ug-. 
gc,tions. Then the '<Jb .c·ommiss inn prc•pared the first drnft oi 

th" reso lution , which "'" " a .i.::ii n Jln» c·n ted lo the fu :I c·ommiss ion for r ev is ion. 

: 

I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
i 
I 
I 

I 

In some rom1111 s,1on , , th e p :·o,·c,, w 0 c. i·cpcat (•d l h1·cc anu 
fo ur tim es un ti l every s ing le co111mission me mbe r f e lt t hat he 
could endo1·se the reso luti on. This inrnlvrd a lot of give a nd 
tak1· and exchange of 1·icw, a nd s lowed down th e process quite 
Q l, 1[ Ollt I C> ll i t~d ill th e fi nal r!rnf[ [l'18'i ng the CfJ lllmiss ion wi(h . 
c.ut a sing le di~s c ntin:; vot r·. 

The draft th en \\' l'nl to lh c pres idium, which was made up 
of 1c·presentati1·es fr om t ih · \ -:ll'io u~ d '• lega lion s. In mo' t cases 
the d ra ft passed th e pres idium-in which th e rn lc of unani111ity 
also prevail ed- wi t hout alt e ration: an d in suc h cases wher e 
rhai.~es were fo !t c:i lie rl fo r , t hey l'>ere in t he nature of langu. 
age ur e mphasis, rathe r l1ia n o n co ntent o r ba,ic princ iple. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
Tli F: fina l s l:i ge was th e elo, ing se'R ion of th e confe rence when :1 serve 

011 

nt lea «t one co:rn
11 1

,
51011

; 
111 

prad1ce v11 tuail> all did, the draft:; were s ulnn illed fo r final rc\·i sion and approva l I I 

~tings of other by the ent ire conference membcrs l: ip. This g<:ve each indivi-

1
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-----------------------------------------------
Town-meeting Democracy . 

d un! d cJ,•gute 11 11 op p<J1·tunily lo exa m ine an d g ive un op inion 
,on a ll Lhe <'onrcrencc n·s o lrrtion x, al l houg-h <·ar· h d cl<·g-aliorr !rad 

genera lly """" Jll"C'll y dosdy pos ted " " t h<· prng-n•ss or t!J(' re. 
HO JU (ionx hy 111embers or fhat rl C'll'g-alion Xl'l'Vi ll g" <rn l hr• VUriotrn 
drnfting ('o n11nisxirin !-I ;ind "" th" 1 11 ·t'~i d i u m. 

Sin t r" 1 liC'n · l1ad i tlrc:n d y hl't ·11 s ud 1 1·x ha ustivc d iscu s!-l in11 an d 
C'X:1111in:dio 11 of 11 1<· dr:i fl ...; , it w a s J.!'e rwra ll y f'c•ll t h:1t 1111• de. 
c lu•·a li nrrn worr lrl lir· ""'"'d "'"' lh r· Sl''H iorr 1·rr rl1 ·rl in r:ril"/y s hort 

n 1·dC'r. ll o""'"'""· w lwn tl r<' rl rnf l ri <'el:m1l irr rr o n Nati"n:rl l nrl1• · 
rr- ndcnt·c <·a.me In I lie fl oo r 1'11• lirs l hitc li fl f !hp S('!·'s io n l)('('lll't'Cd. 

T h" ehairni:1n <'Hl lC'd fo r· eo nrr11r·11t :11rrl I hr-r" S<'< 'IJH'r! lo 1,, . rrrrnt• 

fcrtlworning- s o 11<· 11 s i«·rl for llrr· vol1·. II ap111 ·an·d tlr:rl """"Y· 
body i rr ll rr• ball lr:trl bi s lra11d irp, l•ul al llri s /l"illl 1111'1« · was 
" s l ig-lrl. """"""lirr11 in 1•11(• o r l lrr· frorrt mws """ " llll'llllrt'I" rrf 
1111 Aus lr:rlia11 •Hq::rliorr. f":1111rr1 Ma_vn:rr·rJ. vi<'ar of SI. l '<'l1'1·'s 
: 11 1\1l'lhouna., r11s 1· and \\ '(• 11t f11 llH• s p('ak1Ts plalf11rrn :111d said 

he was s orTy, hut 111· rnirl• I 11"[ vol" for · tl11· rl1•daral.io11 :r s Ire 
\\ti s di .">..., ;di sfif'd with p:trl of ii. 

( ':111on M:1 y n:1nl'!; Ion(' 11 l1 .i<Tlir111, 111;1d1· a :-: ti \\:t .·; \\'illi 1·1 111 . 
~. itf c r ;1 h l1· finnnc ·:~:-.. " ''l'rtH'd 1·1·rt;1i11 !11 s p11iJ 111{' t'(' ( 'fll'd or 11 11:i11i111-

il.v whidr w:r c. J,..i 11 ~· :ri11wd l•H". :ts llrr-r•· app1·:rn« I 11 0 w:ry ••II [ al 
1.hat l:rl1• d:rl1·. ll ow .. v,., ·, l lr" dr:1inrr:11 r al lh:r l poinl , l '«ld11g-'s 
Mny1>r l 'r ·11 1: f'h r 11 who is 11J s., vi<'<'-«hai r 1n:r11 ,,f 1111· ( ' lrirr:i l'1• :H'C 
("q111111il.l1 ·1'. :r l«·d 111<• rlC'l!'g-alt•s if" l l1<·y would :rg-r·"" lo wi1 lrl11drl 

HH· votp o r1 I hi ~ rl' "' CJ/ul i1n1 fu1· a whil" a11 d :dl11w 111( · d1:1ir t11 
appoint a s l't'f'i;d 1·0111111ill1·r- 111 co11fer· willi t':1111111 .' 1:1y11:1rd and 
!:c·1 · if s<•llll' so/11tio11 <·•111 /d lw l'"adlf'd. 

'f'h(' d1 ·l<'K:1I('" ;_1i:n·• d .111d th1· 1111·t·li11u \\ ('Ill 1111 111 1h1 · 1wx1 
d1•1·/aral11111. I\ :-. h11rl, \\ l11/1· lalt'I' Ca111111 J\J;1y11:ir1I :111d 11 11· 1dl1c•r 
lll "ll1 l1<.•n; of lh1 · "' IH•1 ·i: tl 1·01111111111·<· r<'l11 111<•d 111 lh1• ('01111 11· •wt· 

hall 1111d :11.,rorrrr .. 1•,r 1 lr:rL 11)!r"< ·1·111<·11I., st d 1.i<'<' I 1., :rpprov:d l,y 1111• 

'--------------------~----------------------------
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c l a 1~~i~:-~~,~.:~::,::~c~-~.-=~-c~:~:,~:~c-:~,~~~=~:~-:Y-:-, / I 
delegntcs n n u t he ucc la r uL1on \\llS u nan imously pa"Sed. 

The r cma 1n1ng- d<'<"iaralrons Wl'rc lhl'n passed , some w iLh 1 
no fur lht• r i:is.c u ss u1n, ~0111<· af!t·1 \a1y1nK a mounts of comment, I ,' j~ 
somp aftr•r u flow las t -m inuft' amt·n d 11wnts p roposl· d liy one 01· 
lllvr·l' d e legations r rn r11 the floor. T IH· dos ing- sess io n or t he i 
crnft.rc•nl'c' thus i· iid l·d wit h a ll dt·c larati<J 11 s passt·d una nimous ly., 1. 

J T was a n 1<1nw11t 11f ('11n s id1·ra l d1• d r an1a1ic· inlc·n~ i ly w hen t h iR 
!'/d e rl y l\nulint11 vil':tl' .•. 10111 / up and s a id that lw wa .... e m ­

Larra ~s <•d to h C' lfw l1 .r11· di ~·s 1•nl< • r h ut. thal lii 1.1 r·1111 ~ ci<·11<'(' w11uld 

not let him volt · fn 1· UH · 1 · r-~ 11hd ion ;:~ · ii s to11d. f l \\:t " h1•iuhtfl:i­
rd w l11 •n ll11• <"11ai r1 1i:111 a l.:1·d 1111· d1·l1·1!·a1 t· s I 11 1111 .... f p11n1• 1 lw votC' 

!-.o !hat a fi n;t/ all1·111pl 111iul:I Ill' 11 1:u l1 • lo n :11 ·it :lJ .. .:-•·c·111c·nt \"il11 
thj ...; 0111• l llU11. 

T l11 · di111a \: w:i s n ·ad11·d w l11 ·11 a :-. 111ilinJ..!' ('anon 

I 1; :111n( 1t1111· c I that s ati s f:tt'lor.v c·11111pr11111i s (' had lu·r ·11 :lf'hi(•\'f'd. 

T he mon • \\' l' ll111u~d1t :d1011t ll1i s 111 f• lli11d fir runninJ..!' a <.'O il · 

f(•rt ·IH'f'. l'S/H'<"iull:; Lia· id1·a of u11a11irnity in a ll dt•c·isiuns, t h r 
11111n• w1· \\'t1ndr ·1·1·d w li .v it didn't uc·l i n l" 1·11111 i11uou s sn:nls, 
pul'lin durly c·1111 s irh·ri111'. I lt1· wi d t· ra1q,,,:-1· .,f in!t'n·sts, oeeupu ti ons, 
relig- i1Jn8, l'<'OIH1111ic· s lalw: :111d po l iti1 ·a l \'it·ws nf the ntrious 
rle/<•J.:"alc·s. 

\.\'e asked thi s q11C· !" tion of s1•\'t'ra / pt•oph•- dl'11·unt(• !-: , o!Js C'rV· 
ers und ol d tiriu· l' l'port<.Ts <'OV< •1·i11J..!' lhf' co11 f'<·n· 11 <.·e. T he ~ tand­
nrd answ<· 1·, o r al h·a s t I ht· ba .... i<" parl of the ans wer in caeh 
c·a ~C' . wa s that t he~c pcopf(; all liad 0111· thinj..!' in <·r1mnion - t'1cir 
r/c !-- i1·c an d nl'l'd for pt•acc. 

The <'onf<.•r<•net• w:1:-: a lesso n in rll'lllo< ·racy and :.- how!" what 
' pc.,plc ,,r lf"od will "'" ' c·: q r:tl1IC' of :t!'«or11pli s hing-. It :rl so rle­
n11.i1 ~· tratcs something- t·lsc·: lhl' pt1\\'1•1· :ind up pt·al of Lhc idea of 

J•C<lf'(• to a/ J kind ~; 11 f fll'HJ! /l' l iving' in al/ fl:ll'f.s of l hl• \\'O l'Ji/ . 

I 
I 
l 

I 
I 
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As the Delegates See It 
THE Asian and Pacifi c Rcgioos Peace Conference in P ekin g during 

th e 6rst h alf of Octobe r wa..q a meeting of h istoric sign ifica nce. 
Some 400 men and women of good will, represen tin g the pcac(• work­
ers in countric~ with a to tal J.opulation of 1,600,000,000 pcopJ,., met 
and discussed the prospects for world peace. 

The foJJowing briC' f exce rpts from sta tements and spccd1t.'s madl' 
3 t the conference by a number of delega tes arc typ ica l in th at thry 
reflect the gcnc1a l attitude of the confcrcc•s--a common dt·si r'-' for 
peace betwee n th e n a tion~ of the world. The speakers d1 cm­
sclvcs arc also typic;al in th at they constitute a cross section of the 
wo rld public, comi ng from various classes o f socic1y, occupa tions and 

roligious and political beliefs. 

SOONG CHlNG.LJNG (China; widow of S un Yal-sen, 
Chi na's beloved republiean lcad!'r) : The gl'eal majori ty of 
peop le cve rywhel'e want peace. Th l'y do not want l.u scl' th eir 
sweat and blood poured into 1110u ld i11g prod ucts that cl!'olroy 
others and later co111<• back to destroy them. 

DIEGO MONT Al\',\ CLiELLAR ( Cu lon1hi u · pro f1·"o r 
lawyer, and fol'mer mayor of Ilo:::-ula) : O ne of the es.;i• ;llial 
tusks of thi s g reat a ssembly of the peo ples of As ia and the 
Pacific i ~ , in our opi nion, to undertak e all lll l'asu rcg tu t·11 s urc 
that lhc grcal peo11Je of Li11rnln and J efferson deci s in·ly <'XJ11·(•ss 
their opi ni on ugain~t lhe war which is being wag-c>d witlinut 
laking their dPs ires into aceount , without defending thcil' gtn1· rn l 
interests and which is mortg:ng-ing their des tiny. 

REV. CANON FARNHAM E. MAYNA RD (Viear of St. 
Ptler's, Melbourne , Aus tralia): I n111 a delegate from Aus tral ia , a 
country now dominnlcd by American linancia l Jff<'ssu r!' . l 
do not believe llJL• Aus tralian people approH· of t hP fruslra 110n 
of lhe intention of otllC'r Australian dc le;;·ates to ntll'nd this 
co n ference. r do nol believe that they approve of the rc·mi li· 
tnrizatio n of Japan. 

H AN SUL YA (Korea; wriler): Th e P<'oplc of th e coun-
t d es that have se n t us here earnestly hope that, wi th un !J1 ,11 es l 
and since re attitude and in a s pirit of friendly co ns ultat ion , we 
may be able to devise measul'es at t hi s conference to safcgu:ir<l 
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lasti ng peace in the Asian a nd Pacific regions and th us d ispel 
the s ufferings of war and t he threat of war to which they are 
subjected. 

JACOBO SH:\GI A N (Mexico; businessman) : A hi s toric 
conference not only for bus inessmen or peace lovers but for all 
hu man beings of evPry soc ial clas" with only the exception of 
those ci 1·cles who want to make bus iness out of wa,._ 

PIR MANKI SHARIF (Pakistan: well known Moslem 
priest): rt is mos t grat ify ing that this confe rence has pro­
vided a n opportunity to lhe 1·eprese nlali ves of the peace move­
men ts of l'ak is la n a1HI Ind ia lo di sc uss thi s problem I Ka s hmir] 
and I earnestly hope t hat lhis s mall beg inning: made l1>11 ·al'd s a n 
amicable se ttleme nt wil l yie ld lhc result des ired by the peace­
!oving peop le of P a ki s tan, India a nd lh e whole world. 

VITA!. MURILLO (Cos ta ll ica: Catholic): The delegation 
from my cuuntrv wanted me as n Clni~I ian and a Cathol ic, to 
make a 'co nlri Lutio n he re. dc·:; ling with the prolik-111 of peace. 
I don't kn ow and I don't wan t lo kno\': who launeh ctl tlw PC'acc 
Appea l. It is enough fo r me that it is a summons f10111 hi s tory, 
a ~ummons whi ch i r11 posc~ on us a g-ood work whith all manki nd 
so urgen tly needs. 

.SUROSO (lndo1woia; journali s t): The unit.y of the 
peoples of the cou ntr ies of Soul hc:t s l ,hia in tlw s lr"1;:-gle for 
peace, with th e uliject of d<·veloping: pcan•fu! :.nd fair 1•rnnomic 
relation s, wil l se r ve malt•ria l ly to pn 1rnok lilt' <·ontlusion uf trade 
ng-rcements betwcC'n variou s counlri1·s and jll'r>p!Ps. 

CHJ\TU R NARl\IN MAI.J\VlYA (Indi a; Co ngress P a rty 
mc·rnhcr of Indian Pariia111l'nt): Today w la_·1 1 lite \\':ir is ragi ng 
on lhe so il of A s ia and is lhrcalcninµ: u ~ most, 1 ~ay with a ll 
the emp hasis at my c<. mniand that Wt', Iii<• pco1de of .\ sin, most 
ranws tly des irl' pcacc~pe:!l·e hPn• and nt'w , and d c·mu nd that 
n F ive Power Pact be conclud1·d i111m (·dialcl.v. 

LOU IS W. WHEATON ( .S . .'\.; nl:ld1ini st ): The peoples of 
our area differ from each olhcr in many ways, but they have one 
nC'ed an<l interest in co mmon. That is peac.:?. \Var not on ly r,; hatlers 
our hope" for the future; it not on~y mear.s su ffering and death ; 
it <iostmys " 'hat has bee n built b.v the hanl h1bo r. the ski ll a nd 
the genius of c::ich peop le . . Tl1e world nr t'< Js n •Ji ef from 
tcn,ion and c r isis; it needs lhc peaceful competit ion in which 
each peop le cou ld contl'iLi;le freely to t he solu tion of the 
pro blems of all. 

~~-----------------~: 
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The Huai River: 

NO MORE FLOODS 
Re1vi A lley 

AT H ofei, t he capi tal of Anhwci province, an a1·ea which for 
centuri es has been the scene of g reat fl oods, we alighted at 

a fi ne new railway s ta ti on, were ll'elcomed by mem be rs or the 
P eace Com mit tee a nd Young Pi onee rs with fl owers, and went 
off with a fl ouri , h dowr: t h ·~ l;1·oa,l .e ncd, well-paved s tre~ ts . Yes· 
terday H ofci was a de reli ct city, today it is a thrivi ng place 
of l 80,000 peop le, a nd tomorrow? Tomon ow the sky 's the limi t, 
jt;dging uy jJlan s fo r a ll kin:ls of new cons t1 ·uttions and im­
p1·ovements. A hundred ae res outs ide the ci ty is alread.v co,·c red 
with t he uuilJings of the ne ll' P rov incial Medica l Co llege a nd 
Hospita l whi ch will soon be ready to take i ts fi1 A 1,000 s tu dents. 

We ll' ft ll ofci ea1·ly next morn ing a nd were soon ~ pe~d ing 
towa rds t he hi ll s to the southwes t, the Da Bi eh S han. Jn th is 
a rea one of the pri ncip:i l 1·eser rn i1·s of the Hua i Ri ver Con­
se1·vancy Pla n was being placed, a t P u T ze Ling . 

F or manv vea 1·s Da Bi ch S ha n was a g ue l'illa cente l' , wh ,,se 
people ha ve ~ e 1;c r taken to ex ploi ta ti on. Jn the thil'ti es, g ucl'd lns 
kept up the fi g ht aga inst the J apa nese in vader s and la ter agarnst 
the Kuomin tang (KMT). 

It is a lovely t hin,g- to ente r th is a rea on a summer 's day. 
Hilltops arc conl'cd with firs t hro ug h which clouds in mis t lie, 
l ike a n ancient Chinese pa in ting ; bamboo g ro,·cs with smoke 
fro m a peasan t 's c0 t tagc g oing s traight up th1·oug h them, a 
broad swift r ive r with long r:ifb, peasants bring ing up tim be!' 
fo r a construetion j ob. Vndel' the KM T the mounta ins hc!'e 
had been comp letely s t ri pped a nd it is someth ing new to see 
t im ber being broug ht hac k to the a1·ea . Yet her e toda_v is ha rd­
wood from I nner Mongolia, long pine poles fro m the Min Ri vel' 
in Fukien , cra tes of machinery from S hang ha i, a ll coming up 
on sha llow rafts. poled by cha nting boatmen. 

Th e welcome at Pu Tze Ling \\'a s something lcnifie. We 
we re fe nicd ove r the r iver ·s it t ing in ou1 · j eeps a nd there on 
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the Fu Tze Ling s ide were r epresen ta t ives of the workers , the 
peasants, t he army, and a very efficient brass band p laying 
ga ily. Engi nee1· Wa ng, quie t a nd competent looking , had taken 
time off to come a nd gree t us a nd la ter we met secretary Chang, 

, cncc a guerilla leade r in th is region, with Jong experi ence of loca l condi tions an d peo ple. 

We we1·e taken to lunch, after which Eng ineer Wang told 
us something of the j ob in hand-of the drainage area of 1,840 
squa !'e ki lometers , of the s tart on the bui ldi ng of a reservoi r 
dam 65 meters hig h, making a llowance fo r earthqu a kes common 
in t he r eg ion, to hold 4.7 yi cubic meters of catchm ent wa ter (a n yi is a hunclrccl million). 

Th e tota l a mount of' water to ue conse r ved in thi s and other 
schemes is to be some 50 11i cubic meters. Th e cla m will be 515 
meters long. The present ri ver r ises ve ry fa s t during the hea vy 
rai ns and fl o\\'s uncontrolled into the H ua i, add ing to the fl ood 
menace. The dam w ill check thi s and will also pr ovide elec tric i'Oll'er fo r the neig hborhood . 

y11 E fi rs t s tages of the work ha,·e been completed. P ower 
plan ts, a sa ll'm ill , hosp ital. machine shop, prin t ing works, <"i i n i c.~, nig ht schools for \\"orke rs a nd a day school fo r the i1· 

d1 ild rcn, pumping s ta t ions, compre8'cd ai1· s ta tions a re a ll t here 
--- in short, all th a t goes to make up a tempora1·y indus tr ia l city 
ma nn ed by a JWacc arm y in the wildern ess. I t is es tim a ted t hat 
lhe j oh will be completed within one yea r. 

A f' ter lun ch, a nd aga in in the C\'ening_ we went out to the 
wor k s ites . Men wo rk in eig ht-hour shirts a nd as one g ang goes 
1.lf a nother comes on. The ca rrying of earth neve r stops, the 
jack ham me rs never cease th eir tapp ing . We went to sec t he 
J.la nt wh ere d rill poin ts are sha rpened in a mode rn press and 
ground a nd t r ued up after wa rds by the workers who have come 
from Sh angha i to help t he loca l fa rmers and army men on the 
job. E ach techn ica l \\·01·kcr who has eomc in from outs ide the 
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New Z ealander R ewi A lley, who has bee11 i11 China more tha 11 
2J years, was 011e of his co11 11t1y 's d elegates t o t he recent Asian a11d 
Pacific Peare Co11fere 11ce i11 Pek_i11g. His article describes the visit 
he made t o 011e of thr comtrurtion sites of the g reat H11ai Rioer Con­
serva11cy Project, which, with its system of reserv oirs, l ock_s, canals 
n11d d ikes, has e11ded forever the yearly me 11nce of flood for the 
If,000,000 people 1v/Jo live i n t /Je H urli River has1i1.- Editur. 
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area undertakes to teach his technique to a local man working with him. 

Mao Sheng-chun's s tory was typical. He was a member of 
a poor North Kiungs u fami ly and s tarted to earn hi s li vi ng as 
a weave r at the age of 14 . Later he became a cement worke r 
and it is in this work that h e now lea ds at Fu Tze L ing. li e 
'ays his family has been given 13 11101< of land (a 11101< is one­
sixth of an acre) following land refo rm and lhey arc licttcr 
off now th an they ha 1·c ever bee n. To learn how lo work, he 
f(,el s, is the i111pol'lan t thing, whether as a ce111ent work er 
or a weaver. "Even a loom is n ot so si111p le a s it looks," he s11)·s, 
"and ha s to be handled in the right way." 

WE went around to the men 's living CJuarlers. In on e hu t ll'e 
thought that the wo1·ke1·s were playi ng a game of car<b, 

but when we looked doscr we saw that il was quite a new J,i11d 
of card game. Each card bore a Ch inese c harnctC'r and I he 
game was fo1· ea ch n1an to ide ntify the characte rs dealt h11n 
In ventive minds ha l'e thought up many new ways suc h us I h• ' L' 
to combat illite racy. 

Secretary Chang who look us around on lhis occasion po inted 
out the soJ<lier or farmer ~ tudents worki ng with ('.:td1 t<.·thni~ · i:t11. 
"There is one big ad vantage of a joli like thi s one." lw sa id. 
"It produces m ore lrnin< ·d technic·al worhrs for lht' s lill J,ig1'.cr 
jobs to come." P e11pli• "'"" s how s pecia l aJ,iiily. he to ld '" · '"''' 
sent off to get hig:hcr se/too ling: so that whatc1·cr gifts they lta1·,. 
can gel the fulles t chance of dcvelupnlt' nl. 

In the evt'ning the workers ga1·e " perfo r mance to \\'c•J,.,,,,11. 
the forcig:n vis itors . One cn lorfu l group dance gi1· e 11 l'.1· lh<· 
farmers s howed va ri ous " ' Peets of th eir \\'ork and was n ·nd• ·n·d 
with great s pirit. C h inc•sc pcu'>111t youth ha ' a nalurul g:raq• 
which th e tcachc•t·s had 1·c1y al,Jy drawn !JU[ , and thi s sl11°w 
would h:.i vc lJet•n a hit cn1 anv hig- ('itv ~ tagc. The ('t'llll'nt w1 1rk· 
crs, with an old, s lron;'.- fan,;I Shangl;ui gruup h-adL' l' in d1a1gc. 
put on a rna ss thant Urama. 

The scr rclary brought alo ng """c of lhc curios that have 
been unearthed dur ing excal'alion.... There was snnll' Sung: 
Dyn as ty pottery and a ,.,.,.,.. excellc11l 111irro1". prof,ahly T'ang:. 
with a line palina on it. \urios an• cn 1·pf'ull)' looked after and 
sent to the Provi ncia l J\Iusc·um in llo fei for sto,. ing an rl d isp lay. 

I was s urp ri sed at the absence of fli es :ind mos(]uiloes 
throughout thi s Lig camp. · In earlier days s warms of inst'c ts 
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interfered with one's en joyment of China's summer scenery but 
this seems lo have been relegated to the past. Squads of' lads 
go through nil rooms each day, sp raying and di s infecting, see­
ing that no refuse col lects , that latrines have lid s over the holes 
and that th ese arc properly replaced. 

Down where th e stone and s and went to one mixer there 
\\'as a young girl of HJ or so work in g: ll'ilh the men under the 
powerful clect1·ic· li g:hts . On inquiry I found her to uc a n cws-
1•a pe1· conespondcnt who put in shifts with the workers in 
order lo ge t better unders tandin g: of the job s he was assigned to write nbout. 

Cultu1·u/ and politi"al s tud.v tak" up a n hour and a half of 
Pac h wo 1·/;er's da r. aloo1·c· the e ii;ht- hour period o n the job. This 
io C'.'CntiaJ i)('CUUse it CllaiiJcs each one t o unders tand why he 
is working and for what. Without thi s undcrstandini:; it 1~ould 
f,e i111possilllc to i:;c t the 11·h o le- hcarl ed intelligent cooperation 
whid1 is the secret of the 'Pemi ng miracles of construct ion we 
see g-oing- on around us here. 

Of the 20.000 "peace lighters." as f he workers on th is Job like 
tu call th emselves. n1an.1· 111 e so ldiers who h1we long and honorable 
records . ha l'i ng: taken part in t he· Ji lierut ion of manv citi es in 
land reform nnd other lllOl'C·mcnts. · ' 

PLA tnC'n opc1.1 ting concr<'te mix<'rs. 



THE following morning I met two great women of the Hua; 
River Conservancy work. Chin Shiu-Jan and Li Su-ying are 

quiet, modest girls, able to speak when speech is necessary, s uee 
of the new society and of their place in it. They had come down 
to Hofei from their training school so we were able to meet 
them there and talk with them about their li ves and wo1·k. 

Li Su-ying's parents had a s mall medicine s hop, and s he 
was the only child . H ow to get enough to cat was a constan t 
problem. Married at 17, s he had two children before her ht1'­
band was dragged off by the Kuomintang army leav ing her tu 
fend for her se lf, two babies and a dying fath er. Forced oul 
of her home, s he made mud bricks, fou nd reeds and l.iuill a l111l 
for her self and her family. Speak ing of those lim es s he wep l, 
but quickly recovering, went on with her tal e. l::i he told how 
KMT loca l heads s ucked the villages dry of their goods and 
cash, how if money was not Jorthcoming the1·e would lie bn1tal 
beatings , how s he herself just before liberation was beaten until 
s he could hardly walk because she would not give herself to 
KMT soldiers. She spoke of the cruel co ld of the winte 1·s with. 
out padded cloth ing, and agai n how the so ldiers came, lootin.Q" and 
beating up the people. 

Then came liberation at lasl and in s pite of the severe 
fl oods of that firs t year, everywhere ways opened for the poo1" 
The start of the Huai River flood contro l and in·igation work pu t 
new hope into all hea rts , a nd ::is the work bega n to bear fruit. new confidence. 

Describing her work here Li Su-ying said. " We• fo und ma11 .v 
new ways of speeding up work. Work that ha d taken 20 dn)'s 
we did in fou1·." She led in carrying light railway t1·ack, in 
s howing the other girl s what they cou ld do. They went bare­
legged into the icy river to do jobs th e men did not want to do. 
They led wi th the s inging of songs and the organ izing of social 
life. And looking at hc1· keen, ab le face one realized that she 
-could do all of these things well. She had l.iccn s teeled in a 
hard school, had learned how lo stand up on he!' own feet s in t<' 
s he was nine, not jus t taking but giving a nd working for wha tel'<' r s he got. 

Then, crowning he1· long- sl n1ggle, she was elected La ur.r 
Heroine and sent to Peking to be hono l'ed by being made :1 

special member of the People's Consu ltative Confel'ence. Th" 
des ire to learn, to become literate, was strong in her so that 
when her r equest to go to school was granted, she went off with 
Chin Shiu-Ian and has already mastered enough characters to '"' 
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get rogeth er to discuss 

able to read. Li Su ying is now :!.>. an d ht·r husl1and is llg-hting­
\\'ith the Ch i nest• \'0!11111 1 ,., ., in I\ "·ea . ·· 11·e \\' rite c•ac h othe r 
letters and encourn;:c each other, " she says 11ith pride. 

"Tl-IE. Kuomint.>~ng .and lhe .Japan ese consc1·iptcd us to go and 
build these! >">lid u l:n·mer, P• ·n t•ng to a cc111cnt pillbox 

a long the railway line . "i\ow \\'C go lo do M ns truclion work 
on tlw Iluai by oursch ·rs. \\'ith no one to d1 i1·e us . The im­
per ia li s ts arc fo r ls '" And looking- al th e '<1 •1at pillbox, with 
long gra"' n•aC'hing up urrund it. th en furt he r along another 
whic h was being cl emol i<hcd hy a grnup of rn luntary \\'Orkers 
to make a latrine, one agTPcd. 

"We have saved the 111·0,iccl 20 yi hy n1nning the pumps with 
1noto1·s ins tead of the ga,·o linc engin e·.< . nine yi on fixing drill 
hits for the boring machines, 20 !ti on a belier method of s hifting 
sand" . . and on the lis t \\'enl. 

The pa1·ty scc re ta1'.Y at Fu Tzc Ling· was evidently ver_v 
proud of th Pse accomp li s hm ents and of the creat i1·c thought of 
the wo1·kers which had ins pired them. He told us how workers 
wept when a big fl ood came and car ri ed away some preciou s 
t imber , how one had been injured in trying to save it. "It is 
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our material , OU!' own work, So We of course are very sad when 
we have losses," they said. 

He was quite proud also of the low bridge the worke1·s had 
constructed over the river-the res ult of many ideag pooled. The 
big floods that come after each rain rass o\·cr the top of it and 
after a few hours the bridge can be t"cd again , when the wa te r 
subs ides as quick ly as it has ari sen. Th e first plan called fo1· 
a bridge costing more than 20 yi, but th is one was built for 1,.,,, 
than one. 

1\Then one rcalizt•s that 127 Shangha i machi ne shops were 
<·ngaged in turning out the 7,000 tons of s teel wor k of ju st one 
of the projects fini s hed las t year , that thrPc of the 18 rese rvoirs 
have been compk•tcd, dik es rai sed, locks uuilt, a hi ll cut through 
to provide direct access to Lak e !lung T se, how lakes arc !icing 
used for s torage bas ins for water, how la nd that had not brt·n 
sown for 15 years, now inigated and freed forever from the 
terrible nwnace of fl ood, is a lready yi elding ric h han-es ls or 
cotton and grnin -- then some idea or the scope of this work ht•­
gins to be eon1preh cndc' I. 

Ycs lerda.1•. cl ow n on th e t•d g·c ,, f the Huai, \l e went to t al~ 
with somp {I f tht' boatmen who h:-id I JC'cn f' ng-a,e:-i:·d in the ter­
rifi c ta~k of hauling- ~ to n e and ~~ nd , i ron and stcl• I, mal'hincrr 
and s uppli es to th e fir.,t of the great works. J\ll og1·thcr ·10.ilflO 
i.>Oats , large an d rniall, arc in the sci v ie<' nf th e M 11'r r rnn ey 
project. Amon,!.~ ..... t t/11 ·:~l ' are JO O or ~u small stc•:im/H)nts manrn·d 
mm;tly by !::>h::rnJ .. d1ai m<' n. and it wa s one of ! hL•:-:e \\'(' l1n;1r1/(id l t• 
interview two il'a dc'1·s ri/' a ercw whid1 hnd hrok•·n nil records in 
tran sportin.Q' mntc•ri al. .\Tnt n !iii-!' Cl'<'W-.se \·c 11 in nll, two in 11 Jl' 
engine room and tl •L' r r~t nn dc·c k. 

Two iL•:ldPrs h:·h i la•11 n horn nn IJCJa ts in the \\' han {.!'poo 
Ri1·e1· and s pen t th eir l i1«•s on the wate r, as had lh1· •·:ipt:i 111 
of one of the iJiJ..!'J.!'<'I' ju nk:-; w hi (' h li:1ul ·d 7:1 l ri ns of c- ra\·c· J and 
sa nd up lo prnj ee ls e:teh li me. Tiw latter \\:ts a llu a i Hii·t'r 
boatm an with tcrril iC" C'nthw·iasm fur ne w Ch in a . " Sun.', we J..:" t• l 
st uck in the shallo\\' .s, and l1 an· I 1·11ul de 1,1any \\':ty s, l1ut nn\\'a­
c.Jays we st ick togethc l' and tog- l·tlwr we g-rt o vp r all ou r diOic: ul­tics." 

One fell that if one eou/d li w ll'ith these /Joatmen for a 
ll'hil c many a i:ood story ll'ou ld ca!llc lo lig ht that would paint 
a new pict u re of man'~ :-:trul-!'g·Je f'or JH'a ec and con structi on, n 
pictu re lhnl many of the si l~nl ll'Ol'k<'rs of our wo rld would unders tand. 
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U.S. Germ Warf are 
• Report of International 

Scientists' Commission 

THE full wei~ht of th e fin dings of ::i group of Western sc ient-
is ts ha s been ~Hided to llw ::ilreac?y voluminous ma;s of evid­

ence that. lhe US h:" r <'sort cd to g<•rm 11·rtrfare against the 
people of J\orc>n nnrl \hina . J\f!e r more than tll'o months ' work 
in the Jield . th e In te rnati on ;,J ~eicntific C<1 !ll111ission fo1 ]11,·cst­
ig-.1tion of the F'a rts Conc~rn i111.: Il:wte rio! og- ical Warfare in Ko­
rea and Ch ina cnne!udcd il; ::11i1.lll)O-word rpport with the fo l­
lowing" word;.; : 

"The propll'S of Korea and China have indeed been th e objec-
1i vcs of l1rictl· riologira l wc:tpon s. Thl's(' h:t vc bc<'n cmployl'd by units 
o f rhc USA arn1 <:> ci f o rc\'S, using a g rC" a t v.1rirty of different methods 
fo r thr purpose, >Oll1e ,.( whicl1 seem l e, be d ••velopments of th<>O<? 
app lil'd f:y rhc J.1pa11 rsc army durin g lh c second world war. 

"The Corn r1 1i ~s io11 tC''1dH·d rh cs,_. conclusions, pa~ing from one 
log ica l stcri Jn ano!lwr. It did so rductantly because its members h ad 
not been di ~ poscd l o bcli<'VC' th :u ~a1ch an inhu man technique could 
have bc~ n put inlo execution in the fnce of its universa l condem na­
tion by 1hc pcoplc'.i o f tl;e nations. 

HJt i ~ 11ow for all pt"opl<'s to rl'clouhJc their- efforts to preserve 
the world from war and prc·vent th e discoveries of science being used 
for the destruction of hmnan itr." 

Tll 8 Comm i~s i on 1-.as for111ed following the Os lo l\feeting of 
· the World P ear<' C:oun eil and at the in1·itation of Kuo Mo­

jo, Preside~[ of the Academia S inir:i and Chai!'man of th e Chin­
e'" Peop le ',; Cti111J11i l te" fo r Wo l'ld l'cace. Members of the Com­
mi. sion, ll'hi r h a 1Tived in P~king late in June, a r e as follows: 

DR_ ANDREA ANDREEN (Sweden ), Director of the Cen-
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Dr. Andrc.:t Andrrcn (Sweden) Prof. Jean Maltcrrc ( Fr<tncc) 

Dr. Joseph Nc<dham ( U.!(. l Dr. O liviero Olivo (Italy) 
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--Dr. Samuel B. P essoa <Braz ill Dr. N . N 

Ir'! [ C linical Laboratory of the Hosp ital s Roal'(J of the city of 
Stockho lm. 

M. JEAN MALTERRE (Fr::ince). Ing-. Agri., Oi,·et'lor of 
the Laborato ry of An i111 a l Ph;·s iulog-y, Natin naJ Collei.;c of Ag-ri­
cnlturc. Gr ignon; forme rl y li vestock l'X pe r l. Ul\/RJ<A: l'<> tTl's­

ponding memb<•r of the f talinn and Span ish So<'ieties uf Anima l 
Hus bandry. 

DR. JOSEPH NEEDHAM (U.K.) , FRS. Si1· Wi llia m Dunn 
Reade!' in Bioch em istry, Univers ity of C;imbridge; formerly 
Coun se llor (Scientific ) , llI.!M Eml>a5'y. Chuni.;kin i.;, and later 
Director of the Department of N::itural Scicncrs, UNESCO . As 
head of the Sino-British Scientific Office in Chungk ing in l !l43, 
he t ook part in i he in vestiga t ions of gcl'm warfare waged by 
the J apanese again st Ch ina. 

DR. OLIVIERO OLIVO (Italy). Profcsso!' of Human 
Anatomy in the Faculty of Medicine of the University of Bol­
ogna; fornwrly L cclu!'e r in Genera l B iology, Univers ity of 
Turin . 

DR. SAMUEL B. PESSOA(B1·az il) , Pl'ofesso1· of Parnsilology 
at the University of Sao Pau lo ; fo rm e rl y Director of Public 
ll ca lth fo,. th e sla te o f Sao Pauk; Honora!'y PJ"Ofosso !' in the 
Facu lt ies of Medicine 0f t:1e Unive rs ities o f Hecife and Parniba. 
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DR. N. N. ZHt.JKOV-VEREZHNIKOV (USSR), Professo r 
of Bacteriology a t, and Vice-President of, the Soviet Academy 
of Medicine; formerly Chief Medical Expert at the Khabarovsk 
trial of Japa nese ex-servicemen accused of participating in bac­
teriolo!!ical warfare. 

Ap';rt from the above six members the Commission. also had 
the sH·vices of DR. FRANCO GRAZIOSI (Italy), Assistant in 

the Institute of Microbiology, University of Rome as Observer. 
Consultant; and 

Mrs. S. B. Pessoa , Secretary-Interpreter to Dr. P essoa 
and Mr. N. A. Kowalski, Secretary-Interpreter to Dr. Zhukov­
Verczhnikov. 

Upon the unan imous invitation of the Commission, 
Dr. Tsien San-tsiang, Director of the Institute of Modern Phys:es 
of Academia Si n ica and speciali st in nuclear phys ics, was ap­
pointed Liaison Member for the Commission. 

On the Chinese side, accompanying the Commission to 
Northeast China and Korea were: 

Liao Cheng-chih, Vice-Chairman of the Committee of 
Reception and MPmber of the World Peace Counci l ; 

Kung Nai-chuan, Secretary-General of the Committee 
of Reception, Surgeon; 

°'Or. Chi Su-hua, Assistant Secretary-General of the 
Committee of Recept ion, Surgeon; 

And t he following six Specialist Liaison Officers : 

Members of the Commission investigating metal and 
dropped by US aircraft in North-

'I 

Dr. Chung Hui-Ian, Epidemiol1lgist; Dr. Wu Tsai-tung, 
Pathologist; Dr, Fang Kang, Bacteriologist; Dr, Chu Hung-fu, 
Entomologist; Dr. Yang Shih-ta, Puhlic Health Specialist and 
Dr. Yen J en-ying, Obstetrician and Gynaecologist. 

f ROM June 23 to J uly ~ the Commission devoted most of its 
time to preparing for the on-the-sp0t investigat ions. During 

this period members of the Commission carefully studied the 
documents alreaciy issued by the Chinese and Korean tide 2r.d 
carried on discuss ion on the scientific prob lems concern ing 
methods of bacte ri ologica l warfare. On July 10 the Commis­
sion left Peking for Mukden whe re they spent two weeks in ex­
haustive investigatio:is ancl research into fact~ concerning the 
waging of bacteriologica l wa rfare by US forces in Northeast 
China. 

On Ju!y 2G the Commi•sion left for Korea a nd returner! 
to Mukden on August 6. In Pyongyang the Commission care­
fully investigated the bacterio logical warfare w11g0d against 
Korea by US forces. 

During their investigations, sometimes under great difficulty 
and danger, these sc ientists conducted profound, first-hand re­
search. Tl1 ~y made on-the-spot investigations, examining speci­
mens, interrogating hundreds of witnesses, and made a number 
of field inspections. 

It was in t hi s period that the Commission met captured US 
airmen, wh0 a dmitted that they had d ropped germ bombs. 

After returning to P eking on August 9, the Commiss ion 
began to draft its report. This task was completed by the end 
of August, and on Augus t 31 a press conference was held for 
20 reporters a nd correspondents of Chinese and foreign news­
papers. 

One of the questions raised at the press conference was: 
"What are the chief grounds on which the Commis~ion confirm­
ed the fact that the US has been waging germ warfare in Korea 
and Northeast China? 

In r ep ly, the Brit ish member of the Commission, Pr:ifessor 
Joseph Needham, said: "We did not have the good fortune, if I 
might so express it, to sec anything fal ling from the air ourselves. 
But we collected enough evidence, making on-the-, pot investii;a­
tions, interrogati ng witnesses, carrying out scient ific tests of 
mater ial evidence, checking spec imens in laborat01·ies and doing 
stat istical re,earch. vVe met quite a number of scienti3ts and 
talked to ma ny witnesses who themselves had seen the American 
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planes drClpping germ bombs. We conceived the greatest respect 
for the scientific probity and profe'Sional capacity of these sc ient­
ists. Then there were the masses of countryfolk who came to 
us and to ld us what they had seen and found, a nd her l' we 
s tood on equ all y certain ground. They never pretended to know 
what thev do not kn ow. If they did not know th e answers lo a 
quest ion .put to th<• m they rlid not in vent some thing which afl<'r· 
wards wou ld no t check with fa cts verifi ed from other so urce'. 
W 12 also investigated the ea rli e r facts w hi ch hail been the basis 
for t he documents i" ued by· the World Peace Co un cil from 
Prague. We s ucceeded in cla rifying th e sc ie nti fic material which 
laid the ba , is for these docu ments. Fur t he rm ore, th e Commis­
s ion made thorough detailed in vestigat ions and co nfirmed the 
facts of germ warfare waged by the USA. This material you 
wi ll find in ou r r eport." 

Conunis:i. ion m embers study the pa thologic changes 
brought about in the lungs and hrains o f victims of an · 
thra~ disseminated by American planes. 

' . 

WHY U.S. POW's ADMIT 

USING 'GERM WARFARE 
fO~R captured United Sratcs Air FCtrce officers have admitted drop· 

ping germ-lade n bornhs cvc r !\"orth Korea since the bC'ginnin~ of 
1952. These four m cn-Jst Lieut... Kenneth L. Enoch , 1st Lieut. John 
S. Quinn. 2nd lic111. Floyd 8. O'Ncal and 2nd lieur. Paul R. Knis.o 
-have made detailed s tateme nts in th C'ir own handwritin g dC'sc:-;bi!lr 
th e lectures and oth<·r instructions th P}' rec C' ivcd on germ w:trfarc and 
the germ bomb raids th ey p ersonally ca rried out. They have a lso 
made wire- reco rdin gs telling o f these events. as well as re­
cordings of a question and ::m.si.o.•er sess ion with the International 
SciC'ntific Commission which recently investigated germ warfare in 
Korea and Northeast China . 

Tht> following interview with Wilfred Burchett, correspondent for 
the Paris Ce Soir who has '->ccn in Korea for nearly two yea rs, took 
place in Peking during the Asian and Pacific Rcgion9 Peace Confer­
ence. Just prior to his trip to Peking Mr. Burchett spent several 
days living with a group of POW's and had long, infom1al talks with 
lieute~ants Enoch, Quinn, O 'Neal and Kniss. 

QUESTION: Mr. Burchett, you recently s r ent several days 
talking with a group of pri sone rs of war ancJ were a lso present 
a t the Internat ional S'c ienli fic Commiss ion's in terrogat ion of the 
four US airmen who have adm itted taking part in germ wa r fare. 
What is yo ur personal impress ion of the test imony'? 

ANSWER: I am fully convi nced that t hey to ld the truth 
as they know it; th at their testimony was honest a nd s in cere. 

QUESTION : You say the "truth a s they kn ow it." What 
clo you mea n? 

ANSWER: I t hink they we re on; y told part or the ttuth 
abo ut germ warfare by their s uper iors-Lt. Kni ss, for instance, 
told me seve ral times that he was convinced t hat the lecturers 
a nd bri efing offi cers onl y tol d them t he min im um necc8'a ry 
in fo rmation to satisfy their curios ity. And t hen-apart fro m 
Lt. O'Nea l who was trained a s a sc ientist-the airmen are just 
laymen who don't know the difference between bacteria, virus 
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or toxin . But I had the feeling that these men did tell every­
thing they knew. 

QUESTION: That brings us to an important question. 
Why do you think these a irmen gave their testimony at all? 

ANSWER: I agree t hat is a key question, but it is difficult 
to answer it in jus t a few words. However, the decisive 
factor, I be lieve, is these airmen's complete lack of faith in their 
own cause, their utter di s illus ionment in their military 
superiors and in the who le system that s tep by s tep led them 
to drop deadly bacteria on innocent civ ilians. 

QUESTION: Could you explain what you mean in g reater 
detail. 

ANS~'ER: Yes , l can give an example of what I mea n. 
Take the case of Paul Kni ss , a decent young man. II is fa th er 
had been an agricullurnl work er. Kni ss had a loug h lime as 
a youth . He left school because the other boys used to laugh a l hi s 
wretc hed clothes . He work ed a s an unskilled la borer and as 
soon a s he reached the minimum age, he joine<I the armed forces 
in the Second World War. And Kni ss believed in that war as 
a war against Fascis m. He was proud to be part of it. Then 
this war comes along. He did not think anyth ing particular 
about t hi s one, ·but accepted in a vague way the offic ial line that 
it was necessary to s lop Communi s m. Thi s was the onl y co m­
pensation he had fo r being- plucked away from hi s young wife, 
and being sent to Korea. Ju st before he left the S tates he 
r ece ived a lectu re on ge rm warfare, the lec ture r s tress ing t ime 
and again tha t the U nile<I S tales was not waging ge rm wa rfare. 
It could- and the methods we re ex plained- uut it was not 
wag-ing germ warfare. And what was more, the pilots who 
attended we re ins tructed lo deny on every poss ibl e occa s ion­
in th e United S lates, in .Japan and in Korea- lo deny any 
rumors or s lo ri es lo the effect that Ame ri can fo rces we re enga i.:".I 
in ge rm warfare. A few weeks la te r, th e day after he arr ived 
at his base, K-4G in So uth Korea , he and th ose other pilots who 
arri ved with him we re tak en into a roo m by the Air Group 
Intelligence oflice1·. Th e offi ce r locked the door and a ft 1•r 
warning th e pilots that w lrat he was goi ng to sa y was lop 
sec r et , he informed th em that nol onl y the US air force, but lhc 
ve ry l 8lh Fi g-hl er Ilo111bc r Group to which th ey we re al tuclwd, 
had bee n wa ging ge nn war fare s ince January 1 of thi s 1·cu r. 
This oni ce r , Capt. Mc Lau i.: hlin , then ex plained th e meth ods ]~, 
used by the Group and to be used by Kniss and hi s fri ends and 
then made them s ign a s tatement that they wou ld reveal nothing 
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of what they had just heard and would not even discuss it among 
themselves. If they did they wou ld be court martialled and the 
!!atement used as evidence against them. 

QUESTION: And what did Kni ss think of that? 

ANSWER: W ell , that was the point at which t he US Armed 
Forces los t Kniss a s an entirely loyal servant. He los t faith 
in the in tegr ity of hi s s upe riors . As he expressed it to me-­
"After hearing that lecture on top of the one I had Just heard 
before I left the Slates, I began lo wonder for the fir st t ime who 
was right and who was wrong in th is war. And I was soon 
convinced t hat we we re the ones in the wrong." 

QUESTION: What did he do ahout it? 

ANSWER: The process of di s illus ionmen t was nut yet com­
pleted. He s pent a couple of months in the war . Apart from 
germ w'arfare, he was s ickened al the useless slau g hter. He was 
s ickened at the lying communiques wh ich- a s he expressed it-­
"lis tcd eve r y peasant's mud hut bombed to bits a s a military 
barracks and wh ich cla '5 ificd as military targets , v illages , towns 
and cities wh ich t hey bomb<' cl blindly out of ex; s tence." The 
general low morale in hi s squadron , the mo roseness of pilots 
coming back from ge rm warfare mi s>< ion s, the heavy dri nk ing in 
the bars and the quarre ls and even fi s t fights-a ll contributed to 

Members of th e comm ission interview Lt. Paul Kniss 
(left), cap tured American pilot who had dropped bac· 
tcria bombs.. 



hi s final disillusionment. 

Then came the day wh en he was s hot down. The F-86's which 
were s upposed to have g- ive n hi s s lower plane cover had d is­
appeared and he was s hot down by a plane of the Korean air 
force. A s hort ti me befo re, th e scm of General Van Fleet-the 
s laug·hterer of the Greek and Korean people-was posted as 
miss ing- over Korea. E ve 1·y plan e in Kniss's squadron was sent 
out on low leve l Oig- h ts to look for the general's son and every 
plane was a cas ualty. Two nas hed on the way Lack, th e 1·est 
were badlv s hot up with pilot casua lti ~s . ' 'Bu t they didn ' t send 
anyhodv t~ look fo r me." l( ni " told me ironically. li e ad ·kd t hat 
he· ma;l e up hi s mind tha t if he were eve r s hot down , he 
would te ll everythi ng- he knew about g-erm warfare at the !irst 
opportunity. 

QUESTTON: And did h<•? 

ANSWER: Yes. That 's ju st what he did. He told t he whole 
s tory the first time he was ques tioned about it. 

QUESTION: Was Kn iss t,l'pi ca l of th em all? 

ANSWER: ln a wa;• yl's . In the sense that th ~y we re all 
di s illus ioned. But in s<> mc rnses the r e were a few more s teps. 
For some of the othe rs it was more compl icated. 

QUf'STION: Could you i;ive an examp le'? 

LL F. B. O'N<'a l (f'xlremc righr, st:inding) testifies 

he dropped germ bombs.. 

ANSWER: Yes , for in stance Quinn. Quinn is a devout 
Ca tholi c and a r egular Air Force officer . He was brought up 
to believe that Communi s m was t he mos t ev il tl;ing that existed. 
He was a patrio t who believed that Ameri ca was always ri g ht-­
a nd t hat if hi s government sent him to Korea to " s top Com­
muni sm" then th e re mu s t be ,g-ood, just reasons for doing so. 
Finally, hi s kn owledge of Ch ina was derived from ''Dr. Fu 
Manchu " sloric•s and fil111 s and comic s trips. Chinese, lo hi111, 
were opium s mokers wit h a delig-ht in refined tortures . Th ey 
were primitive and barbarous. (Juinn wcnL tl1Lough the same 
prelim inary s teps of di s illus ionml'JJL as did Kni ss. ll was hard 
fo r him Lo square hi s Chri sti an , Catholi c consc ience with the 
appa llin g-, sensel ess s laug hte r in wh ;ch he was forced lo take 
pa rt. Stories of other pilots , ordcn·cl to dear rn~ rJ s uy mac hine­
.l!unning civi li an rc fu g-Pes-c:ven behind Amel'il'an lines- shocked 
him. And Quinn , us he told me se \·l' ral limes, <.: ame to K orea 
hoping- for rapid promot ion, hop ing- tha t one clay h ~ would be 
a gene ral. 

QUESTION: When did he beco me di s illus ion ed with the 
powers that sent him to Korea-or did he? 

ANSWER: Yes, he did indeed. Hi s las t ill11 s ion s we 1·e 
;;wept awa y afte r he was s hot clown and ca p:ured. His whole 
trai ning- had led hi111 tu think that the combi na ti on of Chinese 
:rnd Com muni sm must produ ce th e mos t fearsome. bruta lized and 
dep ran•d s pec inw ns that a "Fu Ma nehu " nig-htm arc cc uld l'o n­
ju r e up. But i1H:tead of th a t, what did he find '? Warm -hea rted, 
sincere peop le who, as soon as t hey ca ptun•d him . threw their 
own coats ove r hi s s houlders when he was cold . went hungry 
themse lves so that he was fed , shared t heir tol iacco rn lions with 
him. Durin g- the months of captivity he was nevP.r ins ul ted, 
nor maltrea ted in an y way. On the contra 1y he l'x peri enced 
nothing- but warm -hea rted fric1idlincss . And best of a ll , he was 
given books to read-a ).!' reat variety of L>ooks. Books by Am­
ericans and about Am eri ca that had never been in hi s hands 
befo 1·e-D1·e ise r and Fas t a nd oth p1·s . llP read about the 
Chinese revolution from Am <' rican write rs and ab •tit th e War 
of Res istance. The di s illus ion ing process continued . The whole 
pattern o f the lying- propag-a nda in the press, in t he film s, on 
th e radio, became clea r to hi111. And eve1·ything he 1·ead and 
ex perienced s upplemented hi s own doubts and ques tionings of 
American poli cy from t he lime he a rri,·ed in Kor ea. ~ 

QUESTTON: And so he decided to s peak out about ge rm wa1·fare? 
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ANSWER: Not immediately. Morally he wanted to, like 
Kniss , from the firs t, but because of hi s background he was 
frightened. Because of hi s fantastic ideas about Chinese and 
because he knew jus t how se rious a crime germ warfare was, 
he was afraid of the puni s hment in sto re for him if he admitted 
he ha<l taken part in it. On th e other hand , a s a regular Air 
Force offi ce r , he was al so afraid of r eprisals against him fo r 
having di sclosed military sec r ets of t he US Armed Forces. 

But Quinn, as I sa id ea rli e r , is a man with mora l fee lings. 
As hi s mora l fee lings became more and more awakened, the mo re 
clearly he rea lized t he mons trous hoax which had been per­
petrated on him and millions of ot he r Ame ri ca ns . H is a wa kened 
moral fee lings overcame hi s per sonal fears and he <lccidNI to 
take a stand. So (l11inn s poke out. Il e, like all of t hcse 
airmen, told me of the great sense of ca lm-the absol u l<' ce r tainly 
of having do1113 the r ight thing-which swept over him ns soon 
as he had ta ken the dec is ion to give hi s testimony. 

QUESTION : What abo ut li eutenan ts Enoch and O'Ncal? 

ANSWER: First of nil I 'd just lik e to add t ha t the ex-
peri ence of lieutenan ts O'Nea l and Enoch were roughl y si milar 
to that of Quinn a nd Kni ss. 

O'Neal sa id he didn ' t wa nt to talk at first licca use as a 
scienti st he was a shanwd that the world s hould know what 
American sc ienti s ts we i·t· up to- breedin g new di seases and new 
ways of s preading them. 

QUESTION: One las t q ut•st ion. What was yo ur impress ion 
of the interv iew's t hat t he Com mi ssion had with these a irmen? 

ANSWER: I was <le<'pl y im pressed with the way the mem­
bers delved into the minds of these ai rmen to find out just what 
motivated them to give thC'i r test imonies. Th is of n:i ursc was 
QUilc apa r t from tlH'i r inlercst in th e [Pc hn int J a s pec ts or lhc 
ev idence. ln the minds of the Com miss ion nH.'mhC'r .:-\ , p roliul,/y 
was lhe qucs lion-why did these nJC•n ta lk '! But finall y th"" ' 
wa s no doubt in lhc mind s of the Co mmiss ion nH•mbe1·c- as lhl'y 
ha ve s lated in their r<'po r t.--as to the au t hcnti cil y or the 
t eslimony confirmed by lhe free a nd relaxed way in whic h the 
airmen s poke. 

Rccnu sc of thrir sc ientific train ing- a rHl their int cn ~ i\·c 
ques t io ning-, th ey Wt•rc nbl r to a rr ive within a few hours at the 
sn mc so rt of concl us ion f had come to aft e r many da vs of i11-
fo 1·ma l talk s wi t h t hese four a irmen. Bas ica ll y they ~ poke tiut 
beca use they arc consc ious that th ey arc taking part in an 
unjust war. 
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Letter from Foochow 
Sego T. H. Yang 

BEFORE: liberatio n vi s itor s 
to Fooehow, and even 

ones coming from ano th e r dis­
trict in Fuk icn province 
speaking a d ifferent dialect, 
invariably \'.'oul d "'ffcr a t the 
hands of t he loca l r ickshaw 
pu ll e rs . Il a rc!y ab le to earn 
enough Lo keep tllt'm <elves go­
ing the rick5ha w pullers 
wu:i1u insist o n a n incn·ase in 
pricf' afte r reachi nr: the des­
tination. 

Traffi c j ams wuu ld result 
while crowds co ll ected to watch 
the familiar s igh t of a co uple of 
out-of-towners, surrounded by 
a dozen rick;-;haw~ arid their 
pullers, in the midst of n heat­
ed ar~u mC'nl OVC'I' p: icC' . 

All t his has cha nged s ince 
libera tion. Th e pullers bch a •;e 
quite· d iffere ntl y. Th ey have 
org-ar~izcU a g ui ld and b•ll h 
thei r poli-
t ica l a n d 
civic undc!· ­
s tu n d i n j.! 
has g ro w n. 
T hey now 
J1 ark in 
rows in 
s pe c i a ll y 
mark ed 

Nov.-Dcc. 1952 

areas instead of being scatter­
ed all ove r the s treet s, so that 
a custome r s impl y lakes the 
one in front. All the men 
ca r r y a printed t au le of far.cs 
on which pri ces fo r all d1s­
tan<'es arc set dow n so that 
there is no ba rga ining and no 
arg-um c nts. 

Shop ping al so used lo be a 
source of irritation in Foo­
chow. The re was a favo ri te 
sa ying here that you could a l­
ways offe r half th e pnce a sk­
ed . That was a ra ir guide 
whe n one e ntered a shop, but 
with hawkers and pcdl cl'S one 
never r eally kn ew wher e one 
s tood , fo r the pri ce quoted 
of ten as not wou ld be five or 
s ix times t hat whic h they 
would be read y to sell fo r. 
Thus, in the old da ys, a 
st ra ngcr to Foochow, \I n less 

he was ac­
e o m pa nied 
bv someone 
'~ho knew 
th e ropes, 
was sure to 
IH• i rn posed 
upon. 

ncj.!inning 
with li bcra-
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tion price tags in shops have 
come into vogue. Partly 
through education and partly 
because of the government's 
insi stence that all merchants 
keep honest hooks, 
and through the 
adopt ion of rnorP 
modern hu s in C'~ ~ !11l'­

thr" ' ' · JI merchants 
ha' ~ beg-u n to 
change their old 
ways. There is al~o 

a tcndencv toward 
uniformity 

0

of prices. Trad es­
men arc beginning to rt'alizc 
that ii is the volume of turn­
over and not the excessive pro­
fit on a few transactions 
which they should aim al, and 
that chL·atinl!: the customer is 
not only unfair hut a poor 
business policy. 

The old practice of us ing 
short weights has di sappeared 
after ~c,·cra l cases wcrC' 
brought to light and dra!t 
with. Standard weights arc 
now placed al the L·nt1·a1w1• tn 
all mu1·kC'l sqtl:HC'S ,,, that 
hou .;;cwivc~ ma~· \'f'ri fy the 
wei!!;ht «f lhei r pu rchascs. 

fOOCllO\V has lung J,11• 11 
noted for its natural hot 

spr ings which. lJC'causc of 
the ir su lphur and other min ­
eral con lC'nt. :11·p "'l'P""''d to 
be of great aid lo su fferei·s 
fro111 sk in di,;c:"cs . All bath­
houses arc cluskred in the 
eastern part of th C' citv where 
it only req uires the ·digging 
ul a few feet into the ground 
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to reach steaming hot water. 
Because of their easy acces­

sibility, such spring wells are 
usually worked with a bucket 
tied to th ~ end of a bamboo 

pole and the water 
is carried by open 
bamuoo pipes. 

These bathhouses 
Jong were rcn<lczYOUs 
fur uu~inessmen to 
talk over lransac­
'.ions. the tired onr< 
testing for hour!: 

on end while gelling massag-. 
cd, their hair ('U( and f .. od 
broug-ht in. 

Howevl·r, before liberati on 
these bathhouse" were havens 
for prost ilutes and many had 
become focal points of di st ri­
bution of venerea l disca ~cs. 

especia ll y since there was no 
,;trict enforcement of hygi cnil' 
measures. All thi s, of course. 
t'l unterbalanced whatever 
healing properties the spring' 
niay have had. 

With liberation has come 
lwttc r management and more 
•·fficient servit·e. Some of the 
bathhouses have been turn Pd 
into ~cn·iecmen's clubs. while 
the larl{<'s t one has b1·cn ('nm­
plell'iy renova ted. With the 
rli sappea ran<"e of the prosti­
tutes th e bathhou ses ha\"l' 
drawn ela ~ses or people who 
"" ' ulrl not have gone before. 
1'1 ic1•s ha,·e been reduced and 
large crowds arc attraded. 

CO N!\'O ISSEURS of tea kn ow 
that Foochow produces 
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mostly green tea blended with 
flowers, that is tea drunk 
without milk or sugar s ince 
that would s poil the subtle 
flavor and delicatl' fragrance. 
Becau se of toe q11a 1ity of ihe 
fh.wers here, A 11h\i.:ci provineC' 
lla used lo be s hipped to 
Foochow lo ··cut flow ers "'-lo 
u'e th e trade tcrm-- hcforc 
be ing put on the market. 

North China, with Tientsi n 
as the distribution cc·nte r , has 
aJl,-ays been the principal 
market for Fukien tea. Next 
lo timber. tea has been 
the second largest item of ex­
port and contributed 110 small 
port ion to Foochow's pro~pcr­

ity in the past. Briti sh firms 
h:we been ;·ev;u lar bu yers in 
the local market. Th ey bl ,•nd 
it with Ceylon tea f1;r con­
su mption in England. 

F ollowing lilC' war during 
which the lea indu st r~ declin­
rd, the Kuomintang did very 
Jillie lo help revi ve it. What 
loans were made were not 
given to the tea planters but 
to merchants and s peculators 
who used the mone;' to lighten 
their grip on the growers. 

In the old day;; the t ea farm­
c rs had to borrow at high in ­
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teres t rates 
from the 
m c r<.:hants, 

who would 
advanco 
money only 
on <"Ondition 
l h a t the 

crops would be sold to 
them at a .;t i pulated price. 
Thus, by the lime 
the loans were ,.. .. ,,. 
paid back the ,• ·, 
fa rmcrs had n.~ry t ! 
Ji ltle il'fl. ~ 

Onlv after • · 
liherati;in did lh l' 
~OVt>rnment bl')!in 
to Jock afkr the interests of 
the furnH·rs by giving them 
lo"- inte1·est ratt' Joans and 
buying up the crops aL a price 
ensuring- thern a rl'asonablc 
prn fit. TIH• resull has bPcn 
an expansion of the growing 
area to lll·ar the pre.war level. 

At the !-':tlllt: tim e, to uvl?r­
come the US-directed embargo 
and transportation difficulties, 
JHOcc~~inl! firm s ha ve been 
cncouraJ.(ed t11 amalgamat~ 

:·11d ad .. pt sc ie ntifi c methods 
of ma na.c~·emcnt and manufac­
ture. (; reat emphasis has 
Leen placed on the slanda rd­
i;.a tio n of products and im­
Jffo\·cmcnt in quality. 

The Publ ic Tradini~ Corpora. 
tion bought up part of the 
orange crop last winter when 
the market was dull and 
fruit deal ers did not want 
lo Lake the ri sk of s hipping 
to dist.ant 111arkels. Th<> 
PTC paid Y!J0.000 per 100 
rrtltics lo the growers, se lect­
"'' the large oranges for s hip­
n1e11L and so ld the remainder 
on the loca l market. thus giv­
mg the growers a fair return 
and also making cheap fruit 
aYailable to local consuml'rs. 
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SINCE liberation the em-
phas is on health and 

sanitation in China has gone 
a long way to overcome the 
low standards handed down 
by centuries of feudal rule, 
and the Kuomintang's policy 
of doing nothing. Th e yea r 
1952 has seen the movement 
for a cleaner and healthi er 
nation mount in intensity 
with the nation-wide "clean­
up campaign" which reached 
its climax during the sum­
mer months. 

Figures on t he clean-up 
drive in East China show the 
extent of the movement, plus 
an idea of conditions inheri­
t ed from the KMT. By mid­
s ummer s, r,5 9,93 0 t ons of 
garbage had been cleaned out. 
In Shanghai alone more' than 
200,000 tons were accounted 
for . Some of the refuse 
cleaned out in Nanking and 
Yangchow had been lef t o,·er 
from the days of the Taiping 
Revolution in the middle of 
the 19th century. Throughout 
the East China area 598,261 
<!itches, covering a tota l of 
10,713,S07 meters, were 
d1·edged. One canal in the 
city of F oochow had not been 
dredged for near ly 200 years. 

More than 427,000 
were repaired and 
during the campaign. 

toilets 
built 

In the matter of carriers of 
'di sease, milli ons of rats we ro 
caught a nd tons of mosqui ­
toes and fli es were destroy­
ed in E ast China during the 
clea n-up dri ve. 

Throughout the country 
tha health campaign has re­
sulted in improved sanita ry 
and health conditions for tha 
people. Not only thi s , but the 
campaign has brought to the 
attention of millions the need 
to continue the drive to main­
tain the new s tandards. In 
Tsingtao, from 95 to 98 per­
cent of the homes in the city's 
northern di strict received 
"clean house" certificates. 
People all over have drawn 
up neighborhood pledges to 
keep their homes clean. 

The tremendous publicity 
dr ive during the campa ign 
has made the people hea lth 
conscious to an extent neve r 
befo re seen in China. In East 
China , hundreds of thousands 
of pamphlets on health were 
distr ibuted. Thousands of 
persons from all walks of 
life volunteered to serva in 
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0 China's Clean-up Drive : 
publicity work. Meetings, municipal construction pro- l 
health exhibitions, movies, jects. For example, the II 
lantern s lides, broadcasts and Shanghai Public Utilities 
sk its were all use<l to pub· Burea u ins talled 160 new l 
licize the movement. water supply stations in ad-I I 

In the countrys ide, travel- dition to the 1,119 already in 
ing publicity units brought ex istence. This has so lved 
the campaign to the door step the long -standing difficul ty in 
of the peasants and towns- workers' di stricts which were 
people. Emula tion drives short of water, and has I 
were launched betw'een vii- affected more than 60 per cent I 
!ages and between groups in of the city 's worke rs and 
villages. their famili es . In the western 

In the cities, the health di strict this problem had not 
campaign was tied in with been broached for decades. 

Shanghai's city-wide d ean-up drive has reached 
into all corners of the city. Girls of this small, pri­
vate woolen mill en city's o utskirts stage impromptu 
dance in rear courty01rd, which formerly was a stagnant 
pond. .. 



EXPANSION OF'-----------

CHINA'S COMMUNICATIONS 

- --------------KAO FAN 

SINCE th e establishme nt of the Cen tral People' s Governm r nt 
three yea rs ago, gre;tt effort h as been put into rehabilitati o n a nd 

expansion of the a Jmost totally disruptC' d system of communications 
which it inheri ted. T he railwa y network has been put back int o com· 
m ission and new lines arc bei~ g construcced; waterways and highways 
have sim ilarly been extend ed and a ll t)'pcs of communications are con· 
stantly being improved to meet th e needs of the people. 

BY July 1951, for the first 
time in 14 y0ars, the whole 

existing 22,GOO kilometer' of 
railways on the mainland a nd 
Hainan Is land were O!>cn to 
traffic. Si nce then 1 thl' con­
slruct ion of two nt•w lines ha s 
prog-rcsseJ rnpidl,·. Th<''" '"''' 
the Ticnsuei-Lanehow l int> in 
the l\ortlrn·c, t and the Chun!!­
king-Chengtu !inf' in the 
Southwest .. 

Both l ines run throul{h 
mountainous and difficult te r­
ritory. Not lhc least of thP 
problems in bui lding the Tien­
suci-Lan rhow lin e was a 
l ,!JSO.meter tunnel. By exer­
cising thei r ingenuity, the 
worker!i overcame many diffi­
cu lt ies which at first seemed 
in ,urmounlablc a nd by l\Ta rch 
of thi s year 130 of thP total 
370 kilometers had been com­
pieted; work progressed at a 
fa st pace and by October 1 
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track laying was completed. 
nwre than a year ahead of the 
01·igina l sched ule. 

Con struction of the 530-kilo· 
mEter Chungking-Chengtu line 
has also progressed rap id­
ly; 3RO kilometers of line were 
01;en to traffic b,, the end of 
In st year, and the whol e line 
was Olll'ncd thi s July 1. 

Already in June trnck-b)·-
• ing- s tarted on the Cheng- ~' · 

TiC'ns uei li1• c •.d1i ch will link 
the rich Szechuen province 
with the Northwest, when it is 
lOmpleted in 19)8. 

Another line, the 420.kilo­
mder Laiping-Ch ennunk wei 
tai lwar in K wangsi prov ince! 
is al :io nearing completion. Fol' 
the future, two trunk l ines. 
with a tota l length of 5,000 
ki lometers, are under sun·cy. 
They wi ll connect Nol'lhwcst 
und Southwest China with the 
i est of the country and great -
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Jy expedite the economic de­
velopment of those areas. 

The construction of the 612-
kilometer Chingchow-Kupei­
kou Railway in the Northeast 
has been going on steadily 
since March 1. This line s tarts 
from Chingcho\\·, Liaosi pro­
•ince and goes t o Kupeikou, a 
well.known Great Wall pass 
from J ehol to Hopei province. 

Since liberation, the railway 
workers have centered t heir 
activities on "safety , speed 
and higher haulage." In 1951, 
a locomotive in the No r theast 
ran more t han 275,000 kilo­
meters without a single break­
down or general overhau·l; an-

other registered a record run · 
of more than 1,100 kilometers 
in a day, Maximum haulage is 
encouraged as a means of in­
creasing production and prac­
ticing economy. For the first 
half of 19 51, total ha ulage was 
8.4 percent higher than the 
1950 total. Average speed of 
freight trains was 6. 7 percent 
hig her than during 195 0, w hile 
the speed of passenger trains, 
especia ll y through expresses, 
increased to a greater extent. 

The achievements of the 
railway workers have r esulted 
in a great red uctio n of costs. 
In July-August 1951 average 
fre ight costs were r educed 
more than 15 percent and pas-

Laying ties at high speed. 



senger fares by nearly l 7 per­
cent. 

To greet May Day this year, 
ruilway workers surpassed 
their 19 51 records. The crew 
of locomotive No. 1008, in the 
Northeast, set a safe-running 
record of more than 350,000 
kilometers , a Nanking locomo­
tive ran 1,244 ki'lometers in 
one day, a new haulage retord 
of nearly 7,208 tons was set, 
and workers of the car section 
in Shanghai attained a nation­
al 2,000,000-kilometer safe 
running reconl. 

SINCE 1949, the governmen t 
has done its utmost to r e­

pair the war damage to har­
bors and shipping and to r e­
store both coasta l and inland 
shipping routes. The more 
than 7 ,400 kilometrrs of coas t­
al routes have for the mMt part 
been reopened to traffic, while 
iuland routes have been great­
ly extended . 

In 1948, 18,000 kilometers 
of inland waterways were 
nr.vigab le for steamships and 
about 23,500 kilometers of 
s maller waterways were open 
to motor .iunk s. Main routes 
wue the 2,539.kilometer Ipin­
Shanghai sec tion of the Yan~­
tzc River, the 2,381.ki lomet<• r 
Moho-Ussuri sect ion of the · 
Heilungkiang River, the 1,171-
kilomele r Hanchung.Hankow 
section of the llan River, and 
the 992-kilometer Nanning­
Canton section of the Hsik iang 
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River, a tributary of the Pearl 
River. 

Since liberation, improve­
ment of water transport has 
progressed rapidly. In East. 
China there is now a network 
of 25,700 kilometers of navig­
ab le wnterwavs, the importance 
of which is shown by the fact. 
that 80 percent of the goods 
transported in the area are 
carried by river boats . Dur­
ing- 1 U50-5 l, more than 800,-
000 tons of food and equip­
r.1ent were shipped by junk to 
the Huai River Project. 

The China Inland Steam 
Navigation Corporation now 
operates 38 rnutes on regular 
'chedules and 40 routes on 
irreg-ular sched ules, covering 
about ~O percent of East 
China's waterways. Many 
:neas of Shantung, Anhwci 
ar.d South Chek iang which 
had no steamboat service hf!· 
fore liberation are now served 
by stea mers and motor junks. 

In 1951, about 56 percent 
of the nation's total 'team 
tonnage was owned by the 
slate, the balance by private 
enterprise. Last year, the 
total tonnage of motor junks 
<.1nd wooden vessels was 23 
times tlw steam tonnage lolal. 
Durin~ t~e pa-;t two years. 
~hipping has developed >·tcad­
ily, as shown by last vcar's 
figure of 142 percent i"ulfill­
ment of its target by the mari­
time transport industJ y. N<':tl'­
lv twice as much freight was 
c

0

arried last year as in 1950, 
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while freight charges, having 
been cut several times, are 
now less than half of pre­
liberation rates. 

Water-borne freight charges 
are on ly about one-tenth those 
of road transport, and in East 
China the total length of in­
land waterways is more than 
eight times that of railway, 
and 1.4 times the length of 
the highways. In North 
China, there arc six main 
rivers and 12 tributaries 
navigable by s teamboats, and 
more than 3,400 kilometers of 
smaller waterways navigable 
by motor junks; this is an in ­
crease over pre-war routes 
and is n res ult chiefly of ex­
tensive dredging operatio us. 

With completion of work 
this spring to lead water from 

the Yellow River into the Wei 
River, navigation of the 960-
kilometer Wei River has been 
made possible for boats of 200 
tons even in the dry season. 
Such boats now ply from 
Hsinhsia ng, capital of Ping. 
yuan province, directly to 
Tients in, thus provid ing a 
short haul for goods from 
North and Central-South 
China. 

Yellow Ri\'er water is also 
be ing turr.cd intu the Hsia 0-
eh ing River in Shantung; this, 
together with dredging, will 
permit motor launches to haul 
barges up to 200 tons abng 
the river. 

During the present year, the 
main work for improving in­
land navigation is the dredg-

Meeting of Civil Aviation Bureau worken in 
Shanghai to christen new passenger plane being put into 
service. 



ing of the Grand Canal, the 
Chi and Chia-ling rivers in 
Szechuen province, an<l sevl'..'ra) 
other smaller rivers. 

HIGHWAY work has also 
been carried forward 

rapidly, as shown by the 100 ,-
000 kilometers of modern high­
ways open to traffic through­
c ut the country at the end of 
last year, five times the length 
of highway open before libera· 
tion. By September of last 
year, East China had more 
than 18,000 kilometers of 
highways, which greatly contri­
buted lo the interRow of goods 
between city and countryside. 
In South Amhwei, 12 highways 
were repaired between Novem­
ber 1950 and Auirust 1951, 
most of which were all-weather 
roads. 

Repairs and construction un 
highways has gone ahead at 
full speed all over the country. 
By the end of last year, there 
were 165 highways, totaling 
21.301) kilometers. in th e five 
northern provinces: in the 
Northwest. the Sinn-Tihua 
hiirhway totals more than 
1, 700 ki lometers ; and all 
major cities in sou th ern Sin­
kiane are linked with · Ansi, 
Kansu by a l?Teat oval route. 

In the Southwest, the govern­
ment spent nearlv twice as 
much last year on highways as 
in 1950, and completion of thP. 
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Szechuen - Sikang · Chinghai 
highway enables much-needed 
t.P.a and cloth to be brought to 
the Tibetan area of Sikang. 
l{weichow's needed salt im­
ports increased, partly as a 
result of the completion of 600 
kilometers of highways and 
secondary roads in the pro· 
vi nee. 

In other parts of the coun­
try, five main highways are 
under construction, which will 
have an enormous effect upon 
the interRow of goods. These 
are the Sian-Chenglu highway, 
the Chenglu-Kunming high. 
way, which will be extended 
to the Burmese border, the 
Wuchanir - Hanyang - Kw e i· 
yang-Yunnan highway, the 
Nanchang. Foochow - Amo y 
highway, and the Pekin11:-Tien­
tsin-Tangku highway. 

Improved maintenance work 
has reduced the cost of high. 
way transportation. Before 
liberation, for example, it used 
to take two days to travel over 
tbe Chefoo-Weihsien highway 
in Shantung; now, as a result 
of the better maintenance and 
repairs done by the people, the 
trip can be made in one day. 
In South Anhwei the 268-kilo­
meter Wuhu-Tunchi liighway 
was m such bad condition be­
fore JiberaHon that it took a 
diesel bus two days to cover 
the distance; now a charcoal 
bus can make it in n day. 
Maintenance is even better 
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where the system of sectional 
responsibility has been estab­
lished; in these sections, 
freight volume has been in­
creased several times. 

CHINA'S civil airlines , which 
formerly served the bureau­

cratic capitalists and imperial­
ists, have been taken over by 
the people's government. On 
August l, 1950, t\\·o main do­
mestic a ir routes were in­
augurated, the Tientsin-Han­
ko\\'-C:hungking ancl the Tien­
tsin-Hankow-Canton Jines. In 
addition . four local lines were 
established, Chengtu - Chung­
king, and from Chungking to 

Hankow, Kunming and Kwei­
yang. 

Early this year, the Civil 
Air Traffic Bureau began to 
operate the fo llowing Jines for 
passenger and freight: Chung. 
king to Hankow, Kunming, 
Chengtu, Sichang, and Peking­
Tientsin-Hankow - Chungking. 

Three international air lines 
were also inaugurated on 
Augus t 1, 1950: the Peking­
Alma-Ata line, via Sian, Lan­
chow, Chiuchien, Hami, Ti­
hua, Wusu and Iii; the Peking­
Chita line, via Shenyang, Har­
bin, Tsitsihar and Hailar; and 
the Peking-Irkutsk line, via 
Kalgan and U lan Bator. These 
routes total 7,643 kilometers. 

Books are provided for passengers on some of the 
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'worker~' Houses in Ea 
DECENT housing for work-

ing people and the1 r 
families has become a reality 
in new China. Hous ing nro­
jects, which will accom­
modate 28,600 families or a 
total of 150,000 peopl e, are 
well under way in East 
China, the nation's largest 
s ing le administrative uni t. 

Before li'b€ra tion , Shang­
hai and other indu strial 
cities in t he heavily populated 
East China area wer e a 
violent contrast of wealth 
and poverty, While mos t of 
the people were herded to­
gether in hovels a nd s traw 
huts, a minority of officia ls, 
fo r eign taipans, a nd rich 
compradors and la nd lords 
li ved in s plendor. F or years, 
under Japanese occupation 
and KMT contro l, new build­
ings se rved as offi ces and 
living quarters for the r ich 
and influenti a l. Work ing 

people were pushed into the 
most run-down sections of 
town, where dilapidated 
buildings lacked the barest 
conveniences . 

fOREMO ST in the drive for 
adequate hous ing is the 

completion of proj ects which 
will help solve the housing 
shortage in the densely popu­
lated workers' distr icts in 
such ci ties as Shanghai, 
Wusih, Ts inan , Nanking and 
Hangchow. 

Sha ng ha i plans t.o have 
20 000 new hou ses for work­
e r~, and a lready the well­
known Tsaoyang H ousing 
Project has bee n opened to 
fa ctor y workers. 

In the South Kiangsu in­
dustrial city of Wt"ih a total 
of 750 two-sto ry houses will 
be set up for workers . Taking 
up an area of more than 33 
acres of land, these r esiden-

A n ew workC"rs' housi ng project in Tsingtao. 

• • 

N ew dormitories re­
cently completod for 
workers of Shanghai 's 
No. 4 State Wiro 
Plant. 

ces will house 10,000 people, 
and will be located near t he 
city's t extile factories. 

In Ts inan, capital of Shan­
tung province, 1,000 workers ' 
houses will be built in the 
suburbs. Each fami ly will 
occupy a space equi valent to 
38.4 square mete rs which will 
include a s itti ng room, bed­
room, lavatory, bui lt- in ward­
robes a nd kitchen. A nursery, 
school, cooperative, clinic, 
bath house, playground and 
postoffice will be provided. • 

Nanking's housing project 
to provide li ving quarters for 
1,400 fami lies iR a lready 
under way. Welfare a nd edu­
ca tional facilities wi ll be part 
of the project. Th is c ity's 
plan also includes the pur­
chase by the city govern ment 
of vacant or unused bui ldings 
to be used for workers' dor ­
mitories It is estimated t hese 
will acc~mmodate more than 
5,000 workers and th eir 

Houses for workers are 
a lso going up in the larger 
cities in North Kiangsu. 
These include 280 houses in 
Yangchow, 500 in Nantung 
and 200 in Taichow. At the 
same time, in scenic Hang­
chow, long a pleas•ire resort 
fo r KMT officialdom and t he 
wea lthy, a projec t has been 
mapped out to g ive the city's 
workers proper housing. 
Plan s ca ll for the construc­
tion of ,.nurseries and work­
e rs' clubs and r est homes. I 

The KMT heritage of in- I 
adequate hous ing is not I 
something which can be over- I 
come in a day. H owever, pro- I 
jects such as t he ones in I 
East Chi na, wh ich are being 

1 
duplicated in othe r a reas 
t hroug hout the country, are 

1 a definit e s ign of the times­
the days when workers were 

1 las t to receive the benefits of I 
society are gone. : 

----.1----------------------1 
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l~ng Revisited 
~Julian Schuman 

THI S ancient capital, built 
by the people but for cen­

turies not in their hands, has 
long been a symbo l of all 
China-a city of beauty and 
a treasure house of the na­
tion's cultura l heritage. To 
the "old China hands," before 
li beration Peking was the p_er­
f eet retreat-a manifestat'.~n 
of their wellworn phrase "Ill 

China time means nolhmg .­
where they cou ld pa.tronize 
the antique shops , retire be­
hind the walls of their well­
appointed courtyards and 
ignore the poverty which was 
all around them. . . 

In August 1948 I v1s1tecl 
Peking. Though the Kuomm­
tang (KMT) was gaspmg_ its 
last ibreath all the ancient 
glories of the city were there: 
the T emple of Heaven, the 
Summer Palace, the White 
Dagoba, the beautiful_ parks 
and lakes; all in glitlenng 
contrast to the shabbiness and 
rottenness of the dccayrng 
regime. Even t he renowned 
"tra nqui llity" of Peking and 
its people was heavy with the 
dead weight of uncertainly an d 
foreboding. For it was l 948 
and Chiang and his cohorts 
were on the brink of their 
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greatest military defeats. 
1 n less than two months 

they would lose ::di of the 
Nu;·theast (Manchuria >; by 
the end of the year the KMT 
armies nurth of the Yangtze 
River would be shaki ly entr en­
ched on the south bank; and 
before the first month of the 
new year was out Chiang and 
ever ything he stood for would 
be gone forever from P_ekmg. 
All this was in the makmg in 

those hot August clays a s the 
city waited and wondered. 

Ju st a few weeks befor e, 
one of the many student de­
monstr ations taking place a ll 
over the coun try against US 
rearming of J apan was force­
fully put clown. KMT troops 
had opened fire on univer s_1ty 
students, killing and wounding 
some and jailing others. This 
wa~ a time when Pclun~ 
s tudents we re asking Ameri­
cans why the Truman g-ovc.rn~ 
mcnt in s isted on s upporting 
Chiang a nd hi s bloody war. 
It was also a time when 
students of many political 
shades, disgusted with tho 
government, stole out of the 
c ity by night into the not far­
off Western Hills and thence 
into the Liberated Areas; for 
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by the summer of 1948 the 
forces of the People's Libera­
tion Army were already close 
by and Chiang's troops were 
unable to control th e majes ti c 
hill s outside t he city. 

P ek ing that final s ummer 
was like so many cities in 
Kuomin tang- Chi na. Poverty 
was everywhere ; inflation 
raged and all over was the 
hallmark of Chiang's masters 
-the Americans. S'oldiers and 
ma1)nes, hig h US military and 
civil "advisers" filled the citv. 
The markets we1·e glutted with 
US army goods and supplies. 

There was no happiness in 
the city. A handful of the 
,..i~h and the upper crust of 
KMT offic ialdom indulg ing in 
f a r-flung ostentation con­
trasted with the sh-eet beggars 
and the general g loom, despair 
and uncer ta inty of the 1,000,-
000 residents. The numerous 
US "advisers," embassy and 
military people, 
along with a few 
othe1·s Jived gra­
ciously and well 
-tl1eir US dol­
lars bringing 
them a more than 
fair return 0;1 the 
blackm::u·keo as 
the KMT currency sank into 
worth I essness . 

I r emember going to the 
house of a professo r, who had 
been educated in the US. He 
was a teac her of Weste rn 
literature and hi s politics were 
those of a liberal. We talked 
of many things but I best re-
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ca ll his bewilderment over US 
policy of propping up Chiang 
and hi s remarks that it was 
becoming more and more im­
possible for any Chinese to 
suppose that the KMT would 
reform. He ll'as a mild man 
but he talked with considerable 
feeling about the educational 
world, a nd told of the thou­
sands of teen-age middle 
school students ll'ho had wa lk­
ed back to Peking from the 
Northeast. The KMT had pro­
mi sed them sc hooling, but 
ll'jwn they arrived they fou nd 
nothing. Now they were 
camped on the site of an 
ancient temple, conducting 
their own classes and waiting 
to be heard. 

The teachers' plight was a 
sorry one. Over a glass of 
green tea thi s sl ight and 
bespectacled professo r told me 
hi s sa lary was not enough 
even to feed himself and his 

family. 
It was a hot 

and dry August 
day and some of 
the dust from 
the nearby hill s 
blew through 
the city. The 
sun disappeared 

behind dark clouds rolling 
over Peking-. A st reak of 
lightning from t he west 
brought a pause in our talk. 
One hand holding hi s g lass, 
the professor lookc<l in the 
direction from where the 
lightning had come-the West­
ern Hills-and said, "One does 
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not have to believe in symbols, 
but you know it is more than 
possible that is where our 
future is ." 

This was Peking in the 
summer of 1948. 

EVEN the most hard-bitten 
"old China hand," were he 

in Peking in October 1952 
could not but adm it that time 
here moves forward now-and 
at a breath-taking pace .. From 
the nearly four years of libera­
tion of thi s city has sprung a 
new Peking and a new people 
whose face and spi rit cause 
the ret· : nee to look upon that 
summer of 1948 as havmg 
been spent in a realm so 
distant that remembrance of 
it is like thumbing through 
the pages of a musty hi sto ry 
book. . 

My second vi sit to Pekmg 
cam~ at the time of th.e Peace 
Con fcrence of th e Asian and 
Pacific r egions. The same cen­
t uries-old g lori es I had seen 
fo ur years ago were more 
r esp lendent than ever, smce 
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renovations and badly needed 
repairs had been mad~ a~ter 
years of neglect. T.his time 
there were many foreigners to 
be seen. However, they were 
very different from the "iv~ry 
tower" ccllection, the US mili­
tary and economic ."aides" 
and sundry diplomatic per­
sonnel who were all over the 
place before l>beration. The 
more than 400 delegates, ob­
servers and guests from nearl y 
40 countries r eflected the 
overwhelming desire for peace 
on the part of 1,600,000,000 
people, more than one-half the 
world's population. 

These foreign guests were 
heartily and hospitably wel­
comed and r eceived by the 
people of new Pcki~g. One 
had but to vis it the Ja111-11ack­
ed square in front of Ti"n An 
Men on the night of Ocl<ll <C r 
1. In the last hou rs of th" 
day- long celebration of Na­
tional Day thousands .of people 
from all walks of life were 
s inging a nd dancing far into 
the ear ly hours of the morn-

ing. Scores of delegate~ 

made th ei r way there, in 
:-:; mall groups and ~omc 

without t heir interpreters. 
No ne of these visitors 
from other Asian coun· 
tries, the US and Lat in 
America spoke Chinese 
but no language wao 
needed. They were gr eet­
ed hand-clasped, hugged 
and invite<l to join in the 
s inging and dancing by a 
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populace that was not 
only expressing the warm­
est type of friendliness 
but also giving expres­
sion to their joy and 
pride in their new nation. 
Nationality and language 
were no .barrier-all were 
united in the common 
cause for peace and in 
celebration of new China's 
third birthday, 

The changes in P ekin!( 
are clear and striking in 
all aspects. A wa lk 
along Wan Fu Ching, 
one of the main shopping 
stree ts, and the sight of 
crowds of people pouring in 
and out of the many stores 
makes it difficult to remember 
the general business depres­
sion here when I was in 
Peking last. The black mar­
keteers and beggars are gone 
as well as many of the shops 
that catered to the extrava­
gan t fancies of the rich. But 
the large number of shoppers 
in the many department stores, 
which did not even exist four 
years ago, r efl ects the growing 
purchasing power of the city 
people and peasants. An air 
of prosperity emanates from 
the many freshly-painted 
shops. One also notices the 
rece ipts for every purchase no 
matter how small, a pheno­
menon not too astounding 
unless it is r ecall ed that in the 
old days there was no such 
thing as a receipt, and only 

after long haggling could a 
purchase be made. 

Great construction projects 
have taken place in Peking 
and others are in the process 
of developing. New buildings 
add fresh touches to the city's 
traditional appearance while 
old historical buildings are 
being restored and renovated. 
Scaffolding, stacks of bricks, 
and loads of wood and cement 
have become commonplace in 
Peking. The northwestern 
suburb of the city, at the foot 
of the Western Hill s, has been 
set as ide as a cultural and 
educational zone and new uni­
versities and technical schoojs 
have sprung up. 

Peking has become a wonder­
fully clean city. The thousands 
of hutungs (lanes) which 
make up the residential areas 
are spick-and-span. Clean 



water fill s the city's four big 
lakes after decades of nE!glect. 
During the Peace Confer ence, 
for example, delegates noted 
the absence of flies , and the 
appearance of a stray one tn 
t he sumptuous dining hall of 
t he Peace Hotel brought forth 
a number of waiters armed 
wi th fl y swatters . A walk 
throug h the beautiful Central 
Park makes one think twice 
before drop ping a cigarette 
butt, so clean are the paved 
pa ths . 

P eking people ha ve a lways 
loved the theater and t here 
are sco res in the city, w ith 
var ious k inds of plays and 
operas and showing lo fu ll 
houses. During October a 
f estiva l was being held for the 
city's cultural workers. Th ey 
were able to see more than GO 
different kinds of thea te r r e­
present ing ever y a rea tn 
China. 

Not a few of th e more than 

400 participants in the P eace 
Conference were astounded Ly 
the vast quantities of food on 
sa le in the markets and the 
abundance of daily necess it ies. 
The healthy-looking chi ldren 
arc well dressed and the ma ny 
g roups of them go ing by s ing­
ing were the vo ices of yo uth 
with a fu ture. In their en­
th usiast ic greet ings , they 
taught the visiting delegates 
their fir st Chinese phrase, 
11
.I-Jo ping ,;van su i !" C'Long­

h\'c peace! ). 
It is not easy to bel ieve tha'. 

such a city has come out o1 
the old, a ll in t he s pac? of a 
frw short years. Look ing. at 
th is cap ita l of new Chma 
today the eye says no, hut th e 
mind can s till reca ll the old 
a nd in so doi ng it brings into 
sharp focus what l iberation 
has meant. H erc is a city. of 
li fe, happiness and hopc:--wi~h 
a burning des ire to live m 
peaceful construct ion. 

The New Housewife 
Gladys Taylor Yang 

TH;E changes here in Na nking s ince li beration ha ve been many. 
Some a rc swift and s pectacular, like the new cleanliness re­

sulting from th e nation-wide hea lt h movement. Others lake place 
gradually, yet they arc of great s ig nificance s ince lhey indicate 
th e line of future deve lopmen t. The change in t he life of 

' China's urban houscwi\'cs is of th is na tu1·e. 

The decade befo re liberation sa,v the middle-class wife's 
Jiving standa rd lowered yearly. At home she cou ld afford little 
help, a nd kinderga r tens and creches were virtual ly non-ex is tent. 
Jobs wen• sca rce , and women were di sc riminated against in mos t 
professions. Housing was inadeq uate and hig h r ents went hand 
in ha nd wit h c rowded li ving cond itions. 

Daily li fe for t he housewife was a los ing l.Jattle with Chiang 
Kai-s hek's rag ing inflation. Her hu sband's pay day was the 
time to rush to th e blackmarket and exchange hi s meager earn­
ings for US 01· si lve r dollars in a vain effort to hedge against 
the consta nt deprec iation of the Kuomin tang currency. She 
was a household drudge concerned only with her s truggle for ex is tence. 

LAND reform and the new marriage law have r evolutio nized the 
sta tus of tens of millions of peasant women who now possess 

land in their own name. Women in industry now enjoy equa l 
rights and opportuniti es with men, and working mothers are 
able to send their children to nurseries. But what of the fo rme r 
middle-class housewife, with no s pecific qual ifications ? 

The answer is that she too has opportunities for a much 
full er life than befor,e. In the first place she now has economic 
s tability. Inflation has Jong been checked and r ea l wages have 
rise n; planned household manag-ement is possible. 

The increas ing number of nu1·scr ies and training classes have 

MRS. GLADYS TAYLOR YANG was horn in P eking of British 
missionary parents and is now teaching in Nanlcing. In this article 
she describes her impressions of the new role of housewives in to­day's 01jna. 
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Liberation hao opened many 
new fields to China's women. 
Above: street car "motor­
woman" in Peking. 

made it possible for many 
housewives to take on full or 
part-time jobs. Some, after 
short-term training, have help­
ed meet the great demand for 
more primary school or liter­
acy class teachers. 

Each housewife is now 
drawn into community activ· 
ities. Every street or Em a ll 
district has its Resident,,,' 
Committee which organizes 
community study in connec­
tion w ith nation-wide or city­
wide movements, and guides 
other group activities. In thi s 
way, for the first time in their 
lives, many women have f ou nd 
scope for their admin istrative 
ability. In our neighborhood, 
f or instance, some housewives 
have pooled sewing machines 
to make clothes by taking 
turns three hours in the 
af ternoon three or four times 
a week. 

The housewife has a fuller cultural li fe tha n ever before. 
Many districts a lso run singing and dancing classes, or show 
feature and documentary films . Those who had no previous 
schooling a re now able to attend literacy classes. A group of 
housewives in our district joined s uch a class during the s um· 
mer to stud y the new rapid syst em for learning 2,000 Chinese 
characters, and their enthusiasm was infectious. Since the 
weather was warm and w indows were open, they could be heard 
chanting t he phonetic symbols of the new method to the accom· 
paniment of laughter and cha tter ti ll 10 o'clock at night. 

A FEW examples from among my acquaintances may illus trate 
the change in the average housewife better than the genera· 

lizations given above. 
In 1948 my neighbor Mrs. Lien was the wife of a government 

worker and had two child ren. When I firs t knew her s he was 
tied to the house, only interested in making both ends meet. All 
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her ta lk was of prices and goss i 
question of importance s he sim;i'l about t he neighbo1·s. On an.v 
. Afte1· liberation M. L .· y pa1 'ottecl her· husband. 

Im w ife began 1 l 1
1 

· rcn \\'ent lo Pc·kin •" for 
. ' o ~ uc y and rend 11 . ,.,, . a yenr, and 

cncou1aged he1-. S he beo.. . . e r son, a ) oung- Pion eer 
reconstruct ion and lookc'Ja.n. lo '1' ant to do he,. liil for nati on- l 
she fo d ' <J1ount lor p1·odt 1· ,1 

' .un no open ing- bt·ca . . . . . . ic ive \\'o!'k. At fi!' s l 
t~M~ -th eriled un e111p l o\'111 c ~: ;c , ;'1L:~ll1bcri'1tcd l\;rnking- had th e 

ug l . a machine lo mai<e s locl · · "'" o cope· \\'ilh. So she 
ma1·ket. \\'as glutted \\'ilh t.l .. "ngs. Wh en ' he round that the 
accounting at the YillCA "1'1"1 Jn 0dc:rt s /10 studied ll'Pin~ a11t l 

' u L Joined ·1 p /'t · / · ~ 
.When s he began add re ... · , " I rca st•1dy g-roup. 

Peking- "C / ·'""i; hc·1· lcll«r. t h h 
(.M. . ?m 1·a<_c Lien." and he \\"!' 11 . . ~ .. o,, :e1· usband in 

rs. Lien s maiden name) lh, , .. It .'•.itk fomrade <hen" 
ar11u~e<l. But thi s wa~ an iilu s ~1··t r~t1 1 t• .~ll' JRh borl1oc1d wa . ...; g-n.·atJv 
i c J at10~1s. Formerly, 1\Irs . Li~·n alt.0 ~1 o 1 lhl' n._·~tl C'hang-l_• in thei.r 
auth~nly on all wei1d1ty matter. 1 ~< t.~k.e11 her h •»l1and us ::11 
nnd He thin k~ that. " :-;. t ''·1" always '' He sctid thi s" 

ilfr. Lien found hi s wif · 
Peking-. In fuel , it \\:as a r~ '!~. ~t e eha nged \\'hen he returned rrn:n 
woman challenge hi s i·ie\\' s '. I :op~nc1· lo h1111 lo he:lr thi s little 
old authoritative \\'ai· N · '

11
,ic n ie begnn holding- forth in h' 

h' ld · ·· 0 "' 11·s l ie · / · rs 
c. I i·en arc doing wel l in kindt·1·· ·r· ~ n \\«ll'\.~ 111 u !Jank and the 
virtue of thi s ch:1ng·e i' not that t~arlt e n .and tn sehool. The chief 
greatly, but that the marria~c h1~s ~m'.ly\; Jn(·omc ha .:.; increased 

. ccomc a real ! >art n L·1·~hip, 

Wome n workers k 
Workers' Rest Home. l .:t ing it easy .:a rhc Dairen 



d happiness. . . self-respect an 
Lien has gamed m . 11 countrywoman from 

and Mrs. . Mrs. Chao, a big, ta rnniage six yean 
Thon th ere is ex- t ntics. An arranged·~ d KMT general. 

the north, in her early ~ccr two wife of abretn: a house-proud, ago made her the num I'ttle to do, she ecam 
AS " '>•mpJ, of <ho old"""''"'" "'" ;, mt owo mo(h,,. 

in-Jaw, a bound-footed, conventional matriarch of the old 
Ch;,. ••ho., 001, .,,.,..,, """' w,. Tho ,.,,,n,. I h,., oot 
seen her for some .Years, but hc1· letters show the change in her 
outlook, from doubt ancJ apprehension to approval ancJ support of the people's government. 

and with too i 

ChHd[.,, . h'" 'OwHo. . . 

1

. 

0 

•ho b"" 
mahjong-playmc ome time after li bc rn '~f~ She was 

t dy group s . ta housc\\ i . b . 
J °''''' ~ ' " hlo morn <hoo f" . ·ho fo•od o Jo . ',' 

to sec hersel f as ~~~~lr~,; an~! wanted .to.~;·o:.\ h; told me, "bult dt s 
a citi zen of new " I e pav is ncgligi c, " She attenc c a 
a match factor>;· Yt~r th~n s itting at hom~~ies . There was a 
tra ining and it sd b:e•ra n going- lo th~ new :~d mental alertness. 
literacy class ·ia~~ sc i~ her sclf-confi cncc lei man she had 
noticeable me t a divorce from the old nc she was 

The next step was to gc her last visit she to . i soldier of b 
forced to mal'l'y. On People's Li beration A1n~f Although 

"' o fo•m"· • w ooUoo m< . KMT going to ninny •work in N'.Inkings ne. when she was a . . 
her ow n age, and. . as com fortably as d . t that her li fe is 
she may no t be li\'Jng J·nowin" her can ouo i·oductive member · fc no one ' ~ d to be a P general's w1 ' d she is prou t i an before, an . 
richer 

1 
t a parasite. 

of society and no of Shanghai's 

Al -fung <center) by fellow Spinner Oiou 
1 

. ratubtcd 

Co Mill being cong1ntcr.m1U emulation State No. 
1 

tton a recent 
workers on winning 

My ll1otJ1er-i11-Jaw used to despise people who worked with 
tho;, l>ood,. lmog;,. "" ,.,.,. ;., "''" d.,, ;,, <ho Tfoo<,;, 
Eoh;b;;;,, fo 1"00 ' '" holMd .,,,..,,,, ,;, ;;;,, """4 from 
/ho "" "·y,;<l,. Sho bog,, lo wo;;, M h,. "', .,. 1,., ., "'· •hi'" " "' "" r o rn, o t ,.,. •loo lo "" ,..,,,, , ''" ;; •I 1 .. ,., 

hoc do•gh;,, lo w.,·k who/o.h.,,,,dly. Sbo who ,.,,,. '"d .,,. 

lb;og ;, /ho ''"' oow '"<l• <ho ""' ''' ,.,. '" '"'"Y .,.,,, <loy, and she actually congratulated n1.v husband 11·hcn li e had a chance to go study in Peking. 

She often Writes to us urging us to work well. Las t month 
ll'e received an eight-page letter. "The m ore I see the more 
l'm Im,,.,.,, w;;h o,,,. "'" ,.,,,.,," '""' ""' ""'"" who hod 
grown up su1'l'ounde<J by truJr JcucJaJ ideoJoci.v. She cited ex­
amples of corruption punished, new public Works in Tients in, ancJ 
d.,., ;bod how wo/J h., <l"«h1,,. ;, <lo log ;, lhe 0011,., wh,,·o 
•ho ''"ho,, wh.,,., fmmody •ho "" ""';,,;,.,., og,;,,, " a woman. 

"Mind you take my letter seriously for once," she concluded, 
"because it's taken two da .vs for me to write all this and I want 
rou to know what my views arc. And .vou needn't reply imme­
diately because I know how busy .vou both are." This from a 
matri<irch who used to look at the world in terms of "Family Comes First" is a real revelation. 

There have been many lllO\'ing stories of elderly woman like 
m.v mother-in-Jaw wJ10 have been tlJUs affected b.v th ~ liberation 
of China, and who now give all !lieir devotion to ikseptuagen­
arians have raisc<l donations fo r the 1·o)unteers in Korea, co1Jcctcd 
Peace signatures and se t i·ecords catching fiies and mosquitoes in the heal th campaign, 

I have made it a point to describe cases of average city 
wives rather than outstanding examples, though there have been 
many of lhc latter. Mrs. Average Housewife is no longer con-

teot m,,oly lo "'' lo tho k/;oh,,,. Sh, '""'' lo do """'' ""·k, 
think fo1· he1-self, raise her cultural leveJ and lead a more com-
plete li fe. And as China's indust riali zation moves apace this 
ll'cnd will be accelerated. Sh e now sees Participation in com­
munity l ife as a dut.v, and one from wl1ich she derives deep 
satisfac tion. Certainly China's housewives have changed! 
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CHINA NOTES 

Three-Year Progress Report 
Q UIUNC J!l!;2. China <'<>ntin ul'd its advance toward indus-

trialization a t an l'Vl'll fu :-: le r pace than during the pas t 
two Yl'a1·s , and ll1 agrit:ul t u n • and man y imp1Jrlanl industri es 
p1oduclion lirokc th1ouuh llh• li i~ll('_..;t pn· -wa1· l"l~ilinJ,! =-> . A hril'f 
summary o l' tH.: hH 1 \' l ·m1 ·11t s 1'11 1111\\ :-: : 

LAND l!EFOl!M, AG l!IClJI TlJRE. CO NSE RVANCY: I.and 
rpl'c.rm h:1 :-: l1L'l' ll l1a -.1(' all y 1·"11 plt·h d , aff lT lin g- 1110n· tlia11 · l ~H.· 

000 ,IJIJ(I Jl"asan t< ; ah" ul /1111 .11111 1111111 ' ' "" (llf; ,lllJ\J .1111(1 ae ot' ) 11f 
land conl i:-·(·ah·d !n 111 l:u 1dl1 11 d:-; l i. 1...; l1l·t· n di =-- t ri lnill· d t o ::1111.0tHJ ,OOU 
p~as :.inl:-:. l·: xn· plin g- Ttl11 ·l ~rnd r11i11o r i1y ar<·:1;-;, land 1'1 •1'11 rn1 in 
l'l'lllaining" :.Ht ·a ·. with a 11o p11!a111111 ut' ::o 0110,1100 wdl l •l' c ci lll­

pleted hy nl'xt s prinµ; . 

AGRICUl.TUl!AI. PRODUCTION has rapidl y rc<'o,·crecl; 1 !1:,~ 
l< lal is c• XJll't°Lt·d t o t1 .p \ ~11:1 · ..... f ,y !'"1 U p l' t'l'l' lll. (:rain and c-otton 
<1L1lpul wi ll l ':\t'.l't·d pi\· \\'ar lcvc_· l :--~ ( :-;c_·t· ,·hart), whill· the tolJULTH 

<'l'O(I will l il' m11rl' than twi l' l ' t ill' ln·:-il fl1'l 1-war yL·ar's. Farnwrs 
h :J\'L' oq.!·aniz \._· d tl1i n1 st·h· •· :-. into 11 11111· than fi.000,0UO 111utual aid 
karns a11d ::.oOO produt' l'r l·oupl' rati ve:-:. and more than JO t:ol­
lcl'tive rarrn s h a vl' IJ <.'l' ll e s tald1 s hcd. 

WATER CONSERVANCY: T "lal c arthw .. rk inrnlvl'd in three 
years of pr< j('.-t s ( 1,7110,IHIO ,llOll rnloic nu•tcrs ) equal s JU Panama 
Canal s or :!:: Sll«Z Canals . Nearl y !1,tlUO ,OllU acres have been 
nr!ded to C hina 's i1 rig-utcd land s s in n• I !JGO and :1 1,000 ,000 a<Tl' !'\ 

have bl'cn proil't:lcd again s t fln od :-- . I n ve~lmt•nt in this work hy 
lht... ~OV('l'llnH~ nt in 1!150 was IH timl's , lus t yl'ar 42 timl's, and 
thi s year :,~ timl'~ lhl' lii1 .. ~:g·est I\ MT water l'Onservaney budget. 

INOUSTlllAL OUTPUT: Thi s year, tota l output of the coun­
try's :rn prirn·ipal indu s.triL•s is 1 ~Ii perc·<: n1 of' the hi1.d1est p n·· 
\\Ill' 1c•cn1d; toLll i11du :-: t1 ·i al outpu t (exl'lud ing handicrafts) i,..; 
~G.G pereenl a~o\· , tlw 1 '.11'.I I< ve l. Tak inµ; highes t pre-war lt• vels 
as 100, thi~ yl'ar's productio:1 of l'Cment is 1118, limber 13(), flour 
JOG. s uj!ar 100, cigart'lll's 1·15 and mulches 11 1. (For ot he r 
p~·cd ucts , spc chart.) 

COMMUN ICATIONS h ave been resto red a n d extended. In 
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three years more than 14 ,000 kilometers of r ailway lines have 
been r estor ed, a nd l ,2 '1 7 km of new lines huil t; 23 ,785 km of 
line Rre in operntion . N earl :v 32.500 km of hi l!hwa:vs have been 
r epa ii·erf a nd 1.100 km of new r outrs hu ilt; 107.4 38 km a re onen 
to trnffi c. P os ta l r outes total 1 ,395,899 km, 25 percent more 
th an pre-wa r . 

TRADE AND COOPERA TTVES: Jn 195 1. th e volume of 
domestic tra rl e was 30 percent a ho,·e 1 !lGO. a nd thi s yen r's vo lume 
is exnec ted to exceed last yea r 's h:v 70 ne tTPnt. More than 
3fi .OOO cooperat ives have a memhe1·shi p of 106. 240.000. nearly 
eid1t times t he 1'1 ·19 total. As of J une, total co-op capital was 
six times the 1!149 to ta l. 

PRICES AND LTVJNG STANDARDS : While com mod ity prices 
increaser! 6.000.000 limes hcl\\'een Augus t 1 !137 to A uc:ust 1!148 
un rlrr Kun'11intang r 11IC'. nrirc~ hnve nrnv hPPn stah ili zed. T::iking 
Morrh. 1050 p'·ices a s 100. thi s :Ju ne the index wa~ '15 .2. Me1n· 
while. living- ~ tnnrlnrd ~ have J?On e un. with avcrnl!e nurcha!' ing­
powe1· th is :l'ear 25 ne rcent abo,·e 1'1!\1. Worker s ' in romes in 
t he Northeast a r e 2.5.6 rerrent a hove l !l!il , wh ile Northeast 
peasants' purchas ing- flO\\'er 11 as r:onr up 37 percent. 

EDUCATION: T hrrP are ~!l.00 0 .000 pr imary schoo l stu dents, 
mnre t hnn 3 000.000 hin- h schMI s tudent s and nra rl :v 220.000 
cn ll el!e studr nts in th e nation's sr hoo ls. Hi !!h school and col­
le!!e enrolments arc a bout ll.5 percen t grea ter than in 1'146 , and 
the nroportio n of children nf \\'nrkr 1· nnrl peasant fami lies nt­
tcnrling ~choo J hns grN1t lv inrrf"la sed. to mor(' thnn 80 nrrcrnt 
of nri mnr:v 'rhool en .. nlmenl. More 1l1 a n ~.000.000 \\'OrkPt's at­
ten rl '11'1re-timc srl10ols anrl ~~ . 000 . 000 1wasants attend winter 
schools . "'ith anothe r 14,000.000 in spa re-ti me schools. 

BOOKS AND FILMS : F or the first h al f of 1 <JS2. movie alten· 
da nce was morr tha n 2 1 ~ . 000 .000. wh ile t he tota l fo r the whole of 
l <JSO was J 4G.OOO non. T he count r y has 7f, IJ newsnapers, with a 
circu lati on of R 000.000 . In 1'150. 27 1. IJOO .OOO hooks we re nrint­
ed . last yea r 6G!l,GOO, OOO, a nd thi s yea r the tota l will be 80 ,000 ,000 
copies. 

HEALTH: New Chin~ has a br ill iant health r ecord , with no 
cnse of r hnler a. r eporter! sin ce 194!); small pox has heen wiped out. 
w ith :rn!l.000 .000 vaccinati ons u p to last June. Bv th e end of 
195 1, t here were 11 3 ti mes as ma ny cr eches as before 194!l, a nd 
91.2 per cent of the counties ha d health cen te rs; by t he end of 
1952, all the nation's counties will have a health center. 
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China's Treasure Island 

* * 
Hai11a11's peopll', after 25 y ears of 

stru r:.r:le, are no/II free to develop their 
rubber, salt, fish and mineral J/Jealth . . . 

THE island s of Ha inan an d 
Ta iwa n are t he e:ves nf 

new Chi na; one is :>pC!1, ~ hin­
ing a nd bright, \\' h ile the other 
is ~t ill clos~ d . 

Haina n is located appr oxim­
a tely equid istant from Hong­
ko ng a nd Sa i.<ron. J ust be low 
the T rop ic of Cancer , t his sub­
t ro pical islan d is of great 
strategic value . Part of I-I ai­
na n is a lo\\'- lying pla in; part 
conta i ns 111ountai11~. wit h som e 
pea ks 5,500 fC€t h il!h. 

The li berat ion 0f Hain:ln \\'HS 

a n ep ic mi les tone in the hi s­
to r y of t he Chinese People's 
Li beration A r my. I n March 
1:)5 0, afte r th ree months ' in­
tr•nsive t ra ining in amph ibious 
tactics, a n adva nce contingen t 
of t he PLA la nd~d on the 
isla nd, and in close coo rdina­
tion with th~ \\'e ll-orsr,anized 
g uer illa forces under the com­
mand of General F ung P ei-chi, 
fa nned out and pene t ra ted in ­
tn t he i nterior . 

On the night of April 16, 
t he main PLA f orce e mbarked 
from the L uichow Pe ninrnla, 
broke through the Ku omintang 
naval blockade and successful­
ly stormed the island's shore 
defenses. By April 80, Ute 
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v:ho le island was l iber a ted. 

THE great hero of Ha ina n is 
Ge nera l Fung Pei -chi, who 

led the struggle on t he island 
l'u r 23 years . and \\'ho now is 
the chief executi\'e of the Ha i­
nan administra tion. 

A r eturned student fro m 
~hanghai, Genera l F ung be­
came the leade r of the Ha i- · 
nan Communi~t Party in 
l!l2!J, an d fought :igai r"st t he 
feuda l landlo rds d u ring two 
r.crraria n revolution s, one in 
192 7-28 an d the other in 
l 9~!J . 3 1. A llhoug-h t he t\'.'o 
revolutions were uns uc:cess ful, 
tl'e s tru .c:~ le continue<l, and 
under General Fung the fam. 
cn1 ~ Hainan Column, ar. army 
of more than 10,000 , was 
organ izccl . 

All over the island peasant 
crganizatio~s \\·e re set u p a nd 
Lind reform carried out. How­
e\'C'r , du r ing t he 193 1-1 9 38 
perio rl se ri ous setbacks we re 
su ffered . I n l !l42, t he hide­
and-seck guerilla warfa re of 
General Fung's a rm~' deal t the 
J a pan ese invaders ~evere 
blows. Wi th the end of the 
war aga inst J apan , the KMT 
armies r etu rned to the island. 

Tjiree monil1s after VJ Day, 



Chiang's forces u nleashed a 
frenzied attack aga inst the 
J-foinan Red Army forces from 
every dirrct ion , built a "no­
man 's land" a r ound them, and 
I r icd to ' tarve them to death. 
Howe ver, all lhe'e efforts fail­
ed and t he I-I a inan Colu mn 
er:nti nucd to g-ro\\' , forc ing- the 
KMT trnups ba ck l o the coa s t. 

TJ-H: __ tolal area of Hai n a n is 
about 58,000 square mi le' . 

pf wh ic h ~e ,·cn perce nt is 
formland. whil e th e total 
:>mo u nt nf "rahl e lan d is about 
~5 pc reenl; so there arc g-ood 
po!--~ ib ilitics fo r d L• \·c lopi ng 
nvr ic ult u re. 

~los t of the is lanrl" s :).00 0.-
000 popu la ti on arl' 1w ·1sa !t l s 
1 u L 1h0 r ieL· <·rn p lia "> not b C'c n 
, u fn r icn t to kl'd t he m :.I I, h c­
;.1;! ;.1;q ·nx i ma l pl~· (i 00.000 

11i•·1t/ ..., :-:;i~t) l' l. Su ;.: al' can e. 
c1,vnn1:t t,.,,,. , rn'Tce nn d r uh­
l 1L·r g-11h\' aliund an tl .v in ~ hf' 
i:· i:! 1Hl' :-: :-: 1il1- tr11pie:tl fc m pcra­
t ur1.'. 

La nd refor m wil l he c n tirC'­
!y l' Ollli · k~t·d 0~1 the i :·da nd Ly 
t:1e en d o f thi s , -,·a r. It was 
c.:a r r ic:d ou t in three !-;t a g-e~; 
begi nni rg- in F c h ru :11·,\· l !'l GI. 

iWue h att cr~ t i 011 i~ being paid 
le th e n ' habilit a h1n of the 
rubhcr p la n tatio ns. The peo­
ple' s governme n t ha s t ak e n 
O\ c 1· G 1 p la ntat ion s forn1er ly 
c. wn cd by KMT official s and 
J,11,dl o rd s , wi t h :l4.000 rubbt•r 
trees and 4 ,000.000 sapli ng s. 

For the first time la rge-scale 
::!nti-disease meas ures are be-
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• 
ing- take n to protect cattle. 
Dur ing a three-months ' drive 
70 .000 head were inoculated. 
This r esulted in cu tting the 
de:oth rate in half, saved more 
th a n Y30,000,000,000, and 
µ: a ve th e J1 C,1'ants the anima l 
power to t ill 340,000 11wu of 
f,o1 ·mland. 

T he National Pei-s he k Ri ver 
F:I' Ill is n·c Jl-know n fo r its 
l.11 1~e wa lCl'fal l whic h is able 
l" µ:em· ra te 200 horsepower of 
c lc-ct1 icil.v " it h which to run 
an o il r 1.. fi ne ?' ,\' a nd a s ugar 
r .. iJL Thi s farm, whic h has 
t he ad·•:•nl:!~e of good com-
' .1111 1 1 i1111 faci li t ies, occupies 
I ll tlll 1 ' of i:i nd. and 10,000 
11 ,,, o: \\ .;. ... b 1.11 d i~ to be re­
< !ai: .. : '. f :.: '" ca ll for th e 
:.-'.l •l\' i• ,,. •·f :--u:..; ar c·:: nc, flax. 
a ' ·~ ~! -= ,d· r1 1'. tan w hi c h 
1~ 11 \ ti !' • i" in _; c· t ic idc. 

I d:l tai ;; !Jin;~· j ~ <I ll import­
: t 1 ; ... '.,, cl i 111 'u:- lr,\·, annua l 

'"' i • ut h ·ir ·: <.n ound 200,000 
· ·1 .<.:, <i f' w hic h 50,000 is f or 

l." pui' !. F ishi ng 11co p lc num­
LN alir.ut 4 5 000 an d possess 
-' 00 11 Ii> hin g ju n k" o f' varying 
kinds. F;~h0rn1l n . with gov­
cn~ m r>nt a id. lut\·c o rganized 
10 eoo)'crat ins a nd are able 
lo µ- c l Joans f- -0 111 t he g-overn-
11" nt ~nwr f'd P rn plc 's Bank. In 
t h"' o ld d:i ,-s . !he on ly source 
o f a loan wa ' the land lord 
"ho exac ted hi s pound of 
fl esh , usuall y charging 20-60 
pc· rcc nt monthl y inte rest. 

G overn m e nt a !d is restoring 
the is lan d's sha t tered salt in ­
dustry_ Tien-loo is well known 
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for its gulfs and bays and den­
s ity of sea water, containing 
three pe rcen t sa lt and having 
a hot su n capable of doing the 
work of cry; talli za ti on . 

P r ior to the an l i-.Japanesc 
wa1·, annual output of salt was 
100 ,000 JJicu/s. Because the 
KMT tore up the ins ta ll a tions 
fo r fir ewood, brnke down the 
dikes and gene ral ly neg-l ected 
the indu stry, !lO percent of 
the 'all producing- e nt e rpri"·s 
had lo be s uspend ed _ By Joan s 
and price s tabili w tion, t he 
people's gove rnment has h el p­
ed to incrcus c ann u a l output 
to about 800,000 11irn/s . with 

500,000 for export. 
Ha ina n is rich in mineral 

resources . The is land has vast 
irnn ore de pos its assay ing 
from 52 lo 68 pe rcent. This 
" "'" one of the prin cipa l treas­
ure' the J apa nese eyed in 
addit ion lo the is land' s s up­
pli es of tin and tungs ten. 

S inee libe ration much work 
ha s l.H'Cll don e· in improving 
the i ~ land':-: tommunicat io n 
~y, te m; bridges hU\-c been 
t ·1 lhl r uctcd and hi,l..(hways re­
)'a in·d ancl cxtc· nd e d. Before 
l ibC'ration the is la n d' :-; ra ilr oad 
("<.\"L'red GIO ki lo me te rs ; toda y 
it has been exten d< d lo 82!l 



kilometers. mainland, before liberation 
they were treated as second­
c!ass citizens. 

A LARGE section of Hai. 
na n's population is made 

up of national minorities. 
Along the base of tile Five 
Finger Mountains in the cen­
ter of the island live about 
300, 000 mem bers of the Li 
nationality and more than 
100,000 Miao people. Like 
their fellow-minorities on the 
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Barely able to eke out an 
ex istence, they wore ragged 
doth es and Ji ved in low thatch­
ed hu ts which they could only 
en ter Ly s tooping down and 
crawling in. Completely illi­
terate a nd deliberate ly kept in 
a , tate of ignorance by their 

Land reform on Hainan has m eant speeding up the d evelopment 
o f this onr-tim!' backward island. Yi Chen-ting, o ne of rhe post and 
communications workers sent over frc m the ma inland, d escribes how 
this lib~ratrd island is build in!;: its first island-wide telephone system. 

THE phys ical make-up of Hainan has been an obstac le to the 
de,·eloprnent of communications. Land reform has made 

it essent ial to have a telephone sys tem, for adminisl:·at ive pur­
pcses as well as for work on the spot. In our work around 
Five Finger Mountain the ~teep cl iffs and den~e fores t f?ltage 
shut out da ylight from many of the mountain paths. fr ees 
arc so large that after they are eut down the diameter of 
th ei r trunks is hic;her than a man. Under a tropica l sun grass 
often grows 20 feet hig h. 

Except along coast. there are no hi ghways. Working 
here we actuallv are pioneers, coYering :ireas which had scarce­
ly ever been tr~ve rsccl , c1·ossing vertical precipices and wading 
through rapid.running rivers. On the well -vegetated ~noun· 
tain sides thcl'e are snakes 20 to 30 feet long and as thick as 
a man's wai st. Some of them al'e man-eaters and we have to 
carl'y guns or pistol s. . , . 

The tall-growing grass is a haven for m sec,s which come 
swal'ming out after the frequent rains. Our arms an~ legs 
must be completely covered to avoid being biHen. The island 
population is sparse, and the distance between villages ~verages 
around 25 miles. At night we pitch camp and sleep m tents, 
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rulers, they were easy prey 
for grasping officials and sharp 
practicing merchants who 
cheated them sham elessly. One 
n(edle, for insta nce. was com­
monly exchanged for 10 
chickem. 

During th e J apanese occ upa­
tion in J !l3U, t !1 e KJ\IT tl'oops 
along with various officials re­
treated to the Li and Miao re-

gion in the interior where they 
plundered and oppressed the 
inhabitants. Every day 250 
11ble-bodied men had to be 
chosen to \1·o rk for their 
'"rulers." When the Japanese 
began pressing into the moun­
ta in fa stness the KMT so ug ht 
hideouts rl ecp in the interior 
and prc:;s-ganged the people 
to cart their supplies and 

posting irua rds for protection airains t prowling beasts. 
Despite the phys ical oJ.stac !es, IH111·cyer, all of tlie workers 

arc determined to carry the project through to comp letion . 
Plans for th e tel e11h one s;·,qem werc mapped in January of 
U11s year. surYe yi ng bega n in Ap ril and work got unde r way 
in June. Th e Land Heform Committee assigned gove1·nment 
workers to accompany us to ex plain po licy and the sign ificance 
of setting up a tel ephon e system to the peasants, mos t of whom 
had nevel' heard of a phon~ 

Some idea of the cultura l lair on Hainan Is land can be seen 
from the fact that more than 30 difT<•rent dialects are spoken. 
For us newcomers from lhc ma inla nd , ges turing is the prin­
cipal form of communication. 

The is landers haYe been very cooperative. When we trans­
port equipment they cut down the tall trees which would ob­
struct our work. They have ins tl'ucted us not to place our 
timber where the \\"hite ants are lia ble to eat it. In June a 
heavy three-day rai n fl ooded tl'c area and we were rdraid that 
ou r equipment might be canied away by the surgi ng waters. 
Howevel'. the peasan ts, who anticipated the fl ood, moved all 
our supplies up into the mountains for us. 

As I write this , Hainan is being baked under a summer 
stm and a l 00-degree Fahrenheit temperature is commonplace. 
However, all of us engaged on t hi s project continue to advance 
the work and we have pledged to complete the telephone system 
by the end of the year. 
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personal belongings over cliffs 
and precipices. Skeletons of 
the many who died of exhaus­
tion and starvation s till lie 
where t hey fcII, overgrown 
with wild grass and brush. 

Jn 1940, goaded beyond en­
(iurance by ](~IT ("l'Uelty, th e 
loca l inhabitants plann ed a re­
\'U lt to begin on July 17. Ilow­
<:,·er, the inh a bitants of P ei­
s ha cc un ly started the revo lt 
five clays ahead of schedule. 
Although th e initial s urprise 
utlack was success ful the lack 
of proper leaders h ip and or­
ganization 111adc it IlllJm!-'' ih lr 
t o defeat the K ~IT, which 
crueil y suppreS>ed th<: re,·olt; 
more tlwn 100 ,000 los t their 
lives. 

The KMT bloo<l-l vtling was 
a c rn cial lest for the people. 
A few of the chieis and upper 
cla s s f:. Urrcndrred and some 
w<: nt over to th e Japanese. 
But th e s lronge' t relrealt•d 
farther into the mountains 
and began a gut·riIIa slrnggil·. 

I sola ted for some t ime they 
eve n tua ll y made con tact wit h 
the forces of re>i s tan ce leader 
General Fung P e i-chi and were 
s uppli ed with mun itio ns a nd 
previsions as well as expe ri­
enced cadres lo he lp 1·eorgan ­
ize a nd train them . Tl1eir 
streng th gradually grew and 
in 1944 the county of Pei-sha 
was finall .v liberatet! by Gen­
e ral Fung 's troo ps. \Vhen th e 
KMT was completely dri ve n 
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out of t he immediate area in 
1947 t he entire Li and Miao 
population was liberated. 

WITH the l iberation of a!I 
of H a man the people s 

gu\'ern me nt policy of equality 
for all nationa lities has been 
,,ut into effect. A recent r e­
no rt reveals that li ving condi­
tic.ns for both the Li and Miao 
h"ve been improv ing . Jn the 
fi rs t year of liberation the re 
,., a s barely enough to eat; last 
~· car the people had so mething 
left over; and th is year, there 
i,- a bumper crop. Vas t 
s l1·ctches of wasteland have 
l·ccn rcela imcd , and em ul a ­
tien drives in ag ri cu ltural pro­
cl t!ct ion h'we spru ng up among 
the reople. 

Th e g-c,\·er1uncnl has ~ pent 
lt. 1ge s ums of mo ney for ~du ­
c ~i ti on and nH•dical wurk 
a111u 11 g; the minor iti es o n H ai· 
nan. S<.; hoo ls and cve nin~ 
tlasses for ad ults have been 
se t up. Hea lth work is be ing 
tarr ied out by I ,:J55 t rai nee! 
medica l worke rs and 1 ,2 1 !) 
m idwi,·es sent by the gove rn ­
n·cnt lo the minority region s. 

On Ju ly I, 19 52, the aulo-
11 0111ous regional peop le's gov­
e rnment of the Li and Miao 
people was inaugurated in 
Lc htung co unty. This step w as 
the n il mination of two yea rs 
of prepara tion. 

- CHEN K UO-HUA 
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A short story by Liu Shu-tang·--------

The Red Flag Team 
•---------Translated by Peng Fu-ming 

T HE su n burn ed down ~ ut of 
a cloudless sky, the c1caclas 

sang loudly; it was as hot as 
in the e ngin e roo m o f a 
steamer. 'I'wo bright r ed flags 
s t ood by the s ide of a ri ce field 
by the dike. Jn the fi e ld 
several young peasants were 
energe tica lly hoei ng, s inging 
as they w orked. sweat run­
ning clow n the ir gli s tening 
brown backs . 

Li Dac hun , leade r of th e 
group, strn ighte ned up ancl 
ca IIe cl out, '"Le t's lake a rest 
after we\·e fini s hed thi s fi e ld !" 
Erthu kept on working. ancl 
prote,tecl, " l! ow about doing 
anothcr field fir s t?" But Li 
Dachun mid they'd be loo 
played o u t unl ess they res ted. 
so when they came to th e end 
of th e field they lay on the 
vrass under two big wi ll ows. 
One o r two lit their long 
pipes. 

" Loo k!" Erchu sudden ly 
sa id , " Dachun's wife is bring­
ing our food!" He ran toward 
her, calling out, "Aiya ! You're 
a heroi ne to kee p running 
a round so near your time!" 

Chinchua turned to Dac hun , 
grinning. uYou've ce rtainl y 
responded to t he call to in-
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crease production!" lllatu ng 
ch im ed in, '" We ll , they mar­
ried out of their ow n free will, 
~ c, pve ryth in g- run s s moothl y." 
and the others guffawed. 

Chii-hu a, Dachu n"s wife. 
came in to th e shade with he r 
food -laden bas kets . Erchu be­
ga n to dish out the r ice por­
ridge, a nd \hinehua bowed 
respectfully to Chi.i-hua , say­
ing, '" Thanks \'ery much for 
bringing our food whe n yo u 're 
so nea r yo ur time." 

"It 's on ly a trifle," she sa id. 
Th en. as the nien ate, s he 
tho ught of something. "This 
fall. ou r women's team ought 
to e nter an emu la ti o n d rive 
with you." Erchu put in, 
..Si>tcr-in -law Li. that's a 
good idea. You lead the 
woml' n's team . and Dachun 
wil l lead us!" 

"Dac hun," someone ca ll ed 
out, ·· how · fa r has the Li y un 
team ovc1· on Sand y Hi ll got 
by now ?" Dachun thought a 
moment, and r epli er! "They'r<• 
onl y four or fi ve 11wu behind 
us." Malung jumped up. 
.. Aiya," he shouted , " h urry up 
and eat ; we"JJ grnb fo1·ty 
winks ancl g e t to work again!" 
The res t of the foo d di sappear-
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ed quickly, Chti-hua gathered 
up the bowls and set out for 
home. 

Everyone except Ma lung 
settled down for a nap , but he 
couldn't s leep. li e fidge ted for 
a while then grablH'u a hoc 
and set to work again, waking 
up hi s compan ions whe n the 
sun had hardly r eached the 
zenith. They all worked away 
at top s peed, and Dachun 
admonished the others, " We 
don't want lo go so fa s t t ha t 
we gel ca reless . W c've got to 
root up eve ry weed." The 
others chorused, "D0 n't 
worry, the championsh ip flag 
is sa fe ly in our hands !" 

After s un se t, they went si ng­
ing home, Dachun cnnyi ng a 
red flag in the van, while 
Erchu brought up the r ea r 
with the other. When they 
reached Dachun's gate, Chci­
hua called out, "Why so late? 
Everything's cold! " and Ma­
tung :-;hu utcd mcrri ~ y, "Never 
mind, we won't burn nur 
mou ths then!" 

Only 21, Li Dnchu n ha d 
been a Pa i ly mem ber for li ve 
years. Errhu an d Malung 
wer e al so Party me mbers. In 
the s pring, when tf1 e guvf'rn-

me nt called the peasants to 
pla nt cotton, Dachun's t eam 
had responded by growing the 
most, and the di strict govern­
me nt had awarded them the 
r ed ling. Later, aphids threat­
ened the plants. Some super­
stitious pea"'ints burned in­
cense and kowto wed to 
Buddhas, but Dachun's team 
followed the government's 
advice, bought a s pray from 
the tily, and got rid of the 
rests. They :;ct an example 
f0r the whole di s tri ct, and 
th us they we re awnrded the 
seco nd red flag. 

Th is month, th e mutual a id 
teams of all the villages had 
launched a n emulation dri ve 
for thornugh hoe ing and weed­
ing. llachu11's tea m of eight 
:families ha.cl aboc1t I GO mnu., 
plus another 40 they worke<l 
for martyrs' and so ldiers' 
fn mili <',;. No w only nine days 
we re left to the end of th e 
hoeing dri ve; fur 20 dnys, 
Dachun's team ha d been 
ah <'ad, with the l. iyu n team nl 
Sandy Hill in set'o nd place. 

CHU Sa n-kue i, the villnge 
idlc1., thought on ly abou/ 

ea ting and hated work; th e 

weeds in his fi eld were higher 
than the plants. Dachun want­
ed to pers uade him to join the 
team, to help hitn get rid of 
his bad ha bits and become an 
honest fa r mer. So on e da y 
Dachun sa id to the others, "I 
have a proposal. Let's have 
Chu San-kue i join ' " · and try 
to bring him forward .. .. " 

"No !" Chinchua cu t him 
short, waving hi s hand s in 
protes t . " We can't lak e in 
s uch horse dung. ]{emt· mbe 1, 
it only takes a spoonf ul of d irt 
to 'Poi ! a whole pot o r soup !" 
Some of the others concurred. 
Erchu and Malu ng, b<' ing l'arl y 
me mbers, didn' t op poS<· open ­
ly; but th ey were fed up with 
Chu San-kue i just the sa me. 
Dachun merely said, " Well, 
let 's talk it ove r at noont ime." 

During the meal, Dachun 
Haid, "II we don't take him, no 
other team will, and he'll g et 
worse. Sure as I li ve and 
breathe, if he doesn't g et a 
crop he 'll turn thi1•f. The 
f·LA a nd the Party have s hed 
blood and sweat fo r ~s; would­
n't we be s hamed if San-kuei 
mnkes du cks and drakes of 
hi s mon ey and s!'l ls ou t hi s 
land ?" Nobody said anything, 

but went on eating. 
Finally Erchu and Matung 

blurted out their agreement. 
"We we re too selfi sh before," 
they admitted, "and we didn't 
ac t like Party members 
~ h o uld." At last the others 
nl so assen ted to Dachun's pro­
posa l. 

Lnte r, Dnchun \l'ent to look 
for Chu San-kuei. " The weeds 
in yo ur fi eld arc lik e bus hes," 
he said. "llow about j o ining 
our team '!" 

"Coad!" Chu immediately 
11gr!'ed. " !Jut . .. 1 can't sup­
ply lhc food when we work 
un my fi e ld; you know I can 
hardl y get along as it is. And 
I ca n't work with you tomor­
l'Ow, becau se I've already 
made an e ngagement with my 
fa th er-in-law." 

Dachun succeeded in con­
trnlling hi s tempPr. "It do~s­
n't matte r nbout the food. But 
you 'll ha ve to turn up for work 
l omorrow. If you don't, no­
Lody will accept you ." After 
much nrgument. he prevail ed 
i;pon Chu to start work the 
fo llowing da y. 

ThP next morning Chu ap­
peared with a s ma ll, rusty 
spa de. lie dnwdled a long at 
hi s work. humming >nntches 
from Pekin;r opera. Chinchua 
go t more und more irritated, 
und at last, stamping his feet, 

Mutual aid team_ 

by Hsueh Yu 



he shouted, "Chu San-kuei ! 
You devil 's spawn, we'l'e hoe­
ing your ow n fi eld , yet you' l'e 
lying down on th e job. Wha t 'll 
you do when w c work on 
somebocl v e lse's lan d ?" 

Chu pl'eten ded not to hea r, 
and Dachun in terposed . "Th e 
weeds a re so thi ck, that little 
spade of your::- ir-; usc lc . ..;s, " he 
sa id to Chu. " I ' ll get you 
something bell e!'." li e went 
home and got hi s wire·s hoc, 
which he l<·n t to C' hu. 

E vel'y bocly worked fervent­
ly, vy ing wilh each othc1', l.iut 
none could keep up with 
Oachun . E\'c l'ybody. that is, 
except C hu , who laekada is ica l­
ly lagged far behind. Chin . 
chua kept glaring at him , an d 
\\ orkcd hinrnclf into a pa ss ion. 
Unable to contain himse lf a ny 
lc nge ,., he leaped at Ch u and 
s lrnck him in the face. '' You 
lr.zy bastard," he sho uted. 
"You ought to bt• ashamed. 
Oachun has do ne J 0 lim <•s a s 
rnuch as you ha ve, an d you've 
e,·en lcfl half l he weeds in the 
ground. Our team doesn 't 
want vou !11 Chu, furi ou:-;, rais­
e<i hi

0

s hoc, bluste rin g tl~at 
he'd kill Chinr-l1ua. 

Dac hun ran up and ,,e parnl­
ed the m. Li,·i d with r age, 
Chinchua shou ted, " Bl'oll,c r 
Dachun, you've done lO limes 

Market 
by Feng Jen 

hi s work, you've only sco,.ed 
10 poin ts, and he's got five 
points fol' on ly hoeing half a 
plot. It isn't fail', and I won't 
wo rk with him!" Chu threw 
dow n hi s hoe and sc urried 
away ; Chin chua started after 
him but Dachun g rabbed hi s 
a 1111

1

• ucalm down ," he said. 
"The on ly way is to bring him 
around gradually." The othe rs 
muttered among themselves 
and beg-an work again, but 
wit hout much Pnthusiasm. 

Afte r a while, Dachun turn­
ed lo Mal ung and Erchu. " You 
two Party membe!'s should 
take the lead in working 
hard ," he sa id. "Then others 
will follow. It 's to your own 
acrva ntngc lo clea r Chu San­
kut·i's field of weeds; othe r­
wi se, how can we repay f o r tho 
ha rdships the Pa rty has gone 
th rou g-h for us ! Erchu, re­
member you r brothe r wn~ shot 
tv the la11dl•1 rd's a rmed hul ­
l i~s when he tri ed lo se llle 
sc·o rcs .· . . lhi s land has come 
to us a ll th rough lhe bl ood 
shed by yo ur brother a nd 
many ot he rs . ... " Erchu 
Pnd 

0

Matung, the ir heads benl, 

acknowledged the truth of 
what he said. 

That evening, Dachun went 
tc see Chu. The room was 
like a pigsly, and Chu Jay on 
the kang, facing the wnll. 
Dachun asked him if he was 
s ick, but Chu on ly r epl ied di s­
pil'itedly that he had had a 
fi g ht with hi s "old woma n." 
Dachun g uesse d what -was the 
matter. "I g uess )'O u )rn,·en ' t 
had any sup per, " he said mild­
ly. "Come oYer and ca t with 
us." Chu, embarrassed, fol­
lowed him . 

Dachun shared a kcw g wilh 
Chu that ni g-h t , '1nd used a ll 
the argum ents he could think 
of to bring Chu al'ou nd. 
"Brother San-kuci/' he ~ai d , 
" when you were in the city , yo u 
spent every thing you c:n rn ed 
drinkin g and whoring. Yo u 
never thought then that yo u'd 
own la nd one da v. Now that 
you've been giv~n Jund, how 
ca n you be so lazy ? You'l'e 
like someone who is cul'ed of 
a bad di sease and th en fo rgets 
how bad the pain was .. . 

"Remember how vou r father 
died?" Dac hun we~t on. "By 
hard work, he ma naged to buy 

two 111on of land; then he was 
flooded out when Second Tiger 
cha nged the course of the 
ri ve!'. When your father pro­
tested, Seco nd Tiger kicked 
him to death Don't for­
ge t . yo ur fathe r died for the 
la nd. Now you've got enough 
land , but )'O U don't wol'k . How 
ca n .rou face you r neig hbors ?'' 

Ch u was s ilent. 
But the next mol'ning, San­

ku.ei showed up and e\'e n show­
ed a littl e enlhu , iasm, hoeing 
more than a mou by ~u ndo\vn. 
Chi nchua sa id on the s ly to 
P <:c hun , "There's still some 
hope fo l' Snn-kue i a f tel' all !" 
Dachun gr in ned and said, "I 
th ouirh t you said something 
about a little dirt. spoiling the 
soup?" Som e what out of co un­
t(· nance, Chinchua replied, "I 
"·as loo selfi sh to fi g ul'e it out 
before ." 

But now the Li yun team 
was beating th em by fou r or 
li\•e mou a day, whic h made 
Chinchua fra nti c. " We 've each 
go t to fin ish a nother m.ou 
c\·ery day," he announced. 
"An )' body who doesn 't is a 
dog!" Thinking it was aimed 
a t him , Sa n-kuei lost heart, 



lained of a headache, and 
comp h afraid left the field. Dae un, 

. . ht dishearten the this mig 
thers tried to cheer the m up. 

o ' h do one more ?Hou, "Let's eac L ' 
. d y and overtake the 1-

pe1 a " he f'U id. nDon't 
yun team, . ou down." 
let San-kuc1 get y "th 
And everybody worked "I 

fresh vigor. 

D hun went At noon when ac 
to I k ro:· San-kuei. the room 

oo ty. he learned (hat 
was emp • I h'l I 

k " IJrothcr-i11- aw .. ' San- uets I 
h' That night, 1e 

come for . im. found San-
went again, and b 
k . huddling, mi>cra bly so -
b ~1eg1 unrler a quilt. li e grab­

rn , ml ·1fler b d the quilt awn)', a ' 
E •. tent questioning he Pei sis . · 1· J ad 

d th ( San-kue1', " .' e 1 
foun a '' . . . which . . ted upon a dt• o1 cc, . 
lllSIS b the dts-had been granted Y 
trict government. 

"Don't feel s<>re, brother 
h consoled San-kuei," Dae un 

1·· "She didn't many you 
itm.I .. own f1·c_·e wHI, you 

of 1e1 I I wa• 
h10\\' Even thong' s 1e f 
~. . .J)l'Ogre~s1 ve and head o 
\LIY . . her 
t1 \:Vomen'::; A ~soc 1 at10n, 

1e -ry you to f · th~ r made her mai . ' 
•• . · 1 . from the land lord s 

f.'.U\C ic1 I amt' 
armed corps when t 1ey c 
._ k Naturally, she wou ld-
uac · · . d · t n idler. 
r.'t stu~r marne o a . work 
From now on, you bcltct 

I loo!· for someone b _.rcl anc ' 
0 

. 

\vh o's willing to m~nry y u • 
. 'II stav a bachc-ot hcnv 1se you · · . ,, 

!or the rec;t of your life . 

l le really put effort into h is 
"ork the next clay, and hoed 
more than one 111ou. Th e 
olh~rs \\'Cre glarl, for hi s sa k~, 
a ud d id the ir best to rncout-

1 . "San-kuci " saul ~g'C lllll. ' ] 

Chinchua ,tra ightforward y, 

. the plots confiscated from the Measunng landlord 
. to distribution to the farmer .;. prior 

"I found fau lt too much with 
you before. I apologize for 
offend ing you." Er('l1u 1h~·~w 
his a1·m 8 around ~an-kuei 's 
neck and exclaimed, "San-kuci, 
you're a br ick ! As the saying 
has it, 'A was t1·e l who repent' 
i8 more pl'ecious than ,goJd !' 11 

Dachun , gl'inning broadly, 
shook hands \\'i t h San-kuei. 
\\'ho could not help laughing 
with joy. 

Before th e emulation <ll'ive 
was ove1" San-kuei hoed th,.ec 
and a half 111011 in two days, 
and was given seven points uy 
the othe,. tea m member s. Dele­
gates from the local Peasants' 
Associat ion inspec ted the work 
of the various teams, and 
awarded Dachun's team first 
prize, giving the Liyun team 
second prize. 

DACHUN took part in a dis-

Th e di~trirt ,L?rJ\·c1·11mc nt 
awardl·d Dach un's tea m a rerl 
flag and three new spadPs. 
Fo 1· hi s 'llcrcss ful atte mpt to 
l'efo rm San-kuci, Dachu n was 
Pl'esented with a banne,. bcal'­
ing- the •1·orrls "Model Work­
Ct'," and othe ,. gifts. 

Late1., the county govern­
n1 e nt called a ronfc,.enre of 
labo,. hc 1·0L•s and heroin es so 
that they co uld exchange their 
cxpc,.iences. When Dachun 
r<'tu rncrl to the vi ll age from 
the confe,.cn.:e, he wore a 
s ilver "Model Worker" medal 
and rar,.icd wh ite cloth, soap 
and towels that had been 
awa,.ded him. 

Th e vill agel's flocked around 
him, plying him with ques­
tions. He told them about th e 
tractors and other machines he 
had seen, and of all hi s listen­
er s. San-kuei was the most ex­
cited. " I'm going to work 
hal'dc,.," lw sa id, "then I can 
share in these honors." 

trict meeting held in hono,. 
of his tea m. The district di­
reeto,., beaming, shook hands 
with him. "Comrade Dachun," 
he said, "yo u are a rea l model 
worker and Pa1·ty me mbe r. All 
village workers should learn 
from you," and Da (.'. hun, Elll­

bnn-assed, smiled. i·le felt it 
was the greatest ho1 1J:· 1~:~t 
had ever been paid liim. And 
he was also invited ru make 3 
speech. 

When the team works in the 
fields, the three red flags are 
ahrnys fluttering close by. 
They stand out brightly 
against the green foliage, and 
every once in a while the team 
members glance at them 
proudly. 
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FEUDAL TIES BROKEN I 
WU DA-CHEN 

. ow n for t he ri chness of its S? il WE S T ::izcc hucn was long kn I I . s tcrs who con trol led i t. 
;nd the iron rule of Uie. 

1 \'. 1 ; "irc';~·:· •tnd rolling hi lb, mak<' 
Thoug h its »Urroundings, its kr J.c t1Chin; before l ibcrntion was 

th IS J'Cf:!On JO \\CS 
beautifu l scenery'. '. I sorrow of its peasantry. 

fill ed with the gr ief aJH . I . ti lan dlords and their 

The rnffcr1ng of ti c pc,.. . l'b . t'on Two-thirds o '" 
I ·t s:rnt s unc ct ic f ti 

. I '·en ·1ftcr I e1 a ' . . t d lackeys left its mar' e\ ' t the ri ce they g-rcw, cxtS c on 
year ti1c peasants , t"o poor . t~ "''.1 ti cd in rags wintl' r and sum· 
n diet of potatoes. Tht'y "ct c 1' o -~ pcs of Kuom intang offic1al ­
mcr . Males were sub.1cct to I '.,;~,.1' cd them into Chiani.: 's army. 
dom which hound them_ and 'c.. wonder that sonw of those th us 
Debt pil ed on dcl>t and i; wa·s·1'.:~1 found thcm »C l\'cs enmes hed in 
tramp! Pd' on and povcrt) -st.'"." , I out liy the landlurrl s and th c11 b of the evi l d o in r~ s ca 1 J JU . 
the we . ·t th ei r ow n kind . 
hired gangstc!· s aga111s . . .·. I 

,· ,. some 25 mi les from the p1ov1nc1 ,\ YIAN a town of 10,000 I) •ng · I· . ,·it h " ich a hac lq::ro und. 
, Cl 't 1 w:is u P .tee \ I 1·. .. ti -cap ita l of , ten~ L, . I I " ·cntu r ics of feuc a ts m c,1 

The fears an ic tc s ' "· II •he n the rcminc er o ' 
d I I . r ill g"l"lllll't (UllllJ.: c I f !'~IT 

t be wiped out. in a da y, c~pcl Id Y \\ s t o f liig- land lord :-> , 
no t Y1an was a nc. . . or 
te rror is eve r prc!"cn . l The pcnsants. kt.'pl in ign -
ruffians a nd KMT sec ret agc 1; s. t to O\'C t-comc the propaga nda a ll their li\'cs, were hate IHI ·t ·s !l ow cou ld it IJt', ancc ti ·. furmc1· mas c1. · 

1 

t 
and r umors ~prcad l 1y 1C' 11 . J,!'0\·0rnrncnt that w:1ntc< o 
they rea soned, that th ere was no\\ ~hin~ the past had so harshly 
help them? This was against C\ c1 y o 

taught them. land re form work we were 
Thus when \\'C fir s t began ·o~ l1; c icasants had grave doubts 

up again st two g reat pro l i l cm;~ . 'Ovc r~ men t, and , out of fea r '.'f 
about the ' inccl'lty of_ the nc\ ·s~o n thcv were rel uct a nt to tell 
th e la ndl ords and _th c11· 1;ani:;c~l ou't a n;! accuse those w ho h arl 
us their rea l conrl1t1on, t ' poi'. ' •ca rs . F o r cx ampl_c, i t was 

round them down for so m.in>. ) f Yian st ill had nfles, ha nd ~e ll known that the fo rm e r mads tlc' s o bu t the peasants were 
d d ot her wea pons ht ten away, grcna es an 

afraid to r epo r t such facts. 
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The initial s tep in bringing the peasants to participate in 
the land r efo 1·m was to get them to rea li ze that at th e bottom of 
all thei r past s uffering and exploitati on were the land lords. 
If they wanted to Ji\'c free a nd happy Ji ves henceforth, the rule 
<>f th eir former oppressors had to be smashed comple tely. 

In explaining la nd r efo rm we emphasized the policy of s up. 
press ing th e reactionary clemen ts and puni shing aJ] those who 
attem pted to sabotage that pol icy, for s abote u1 ·s wou ld be deal­
ing a blow against bette r ing the conditions of t he peasants them­
selves. H owever. a t firs t, it seemed to the peasa nts that ou r 
words were not enough a ss urance of safe ty against reprisa l• 
from th ose they would have to expose a nd accuse. 

At the Firs t Dl'icgatcs ' meeting the ice was broken when a ---few farm laborers g-ut up enough courage to accuse one landlord 
openly fu r h is pas t inhuman exp loitat ion and persecution . This 
pal'ti cula1· mcmbl'r of the ;;-entry had been directly res pons ible fo r 
t he death of a number of peasants. Jn th e course of deliver ing 
their charg~s against the landlo rd , the accuse rs a lso vo lun tari ly 
acknowleclgcd th eir fo rced participation in the landlord-led rc­
beJJi on agains t the new governm ent in th e first days fuJJowi ng the 
libera ti on. So a ffec ted by the details of this la ndlord's erimcs were 
many of the onlooki ng peasants that they too j oined in the ac­
cusation. Confronted by the aroused family members of h is victims 
and faced \\'ith overwhelming evidence, th e landiord eventually confessed. 

It was at thi s point that we made clear the governm ent policy 
r egarding peasa nts who had been made to participate in la nd­
lol'ds' gangs. Despite thci1· pl'cv ious l>cgui lcmcn t by th e la nd­
lords, it was declared before a ll that the farm laborers and 
some of the de legates were the victims of their exploiters and 
were not guilty of any crime. The effect of this action was im-

WU DA-CHEN is a student a! H wahsi University in Chengtu, 
Szcchuen, !he old foreign -run West China Union University. Along 
with thousa nds of st uden ts from universities throug hout !he nation, 
he wcnr to the eountry, ide 'I S a m ember of a land reform working 
!cam this past spring. In this article l1e recounts his experiences in 
h elping the farmers break rhe cenrurics-old feudal bonds and lay the 
growidwork for a new and be tter lifc.-Ediror, 
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Peasant in Sin-
kiang's Turfan Basin 
proudly holds bunches 
of aren s famed 
grapes picked from 
his own vineyard. 

mediate-th e unneces­
sarv dou bts and fears 
he l;I by the peasa nt :< 
were d i, pr ll ed. 

For the fir s t time 
these peo ple began to 
realize that here W<<' 

a new g-ovc rnm e nt, on f' 
whieh meant '"hat it 
sa id. Its ehief aim wa > 
to show th e m who were 
th l' ir fri e nds and who 
we re thci1· e nem ies. 
Thi s coulrl on ly be 
real ized b\· th e parti-
cipation of a ll the 
peasa nt s, with t hei r 
ag reemen t and under ­

s tanding from t he beg inn ing lo the conclus ion of la nd re form . 

h I <l . f . 11 regulations was a chief TRYI NG log-ct around t c a n 1c 0 11 . · . , h 
. . I . f th e more recalc itrant landlo1ds. f ey 

lnck of a num ie i 
0 

. . . lo bribe some 
tried to hide t~c~r ~lropcrt;:h~sn~,~~~:~ :oasf~~u~~y diabolic s ince 

~:1~~,~ia::~:e~ a: I~ n~~,;~ s of s ilencing the farm hand from ex.­
pos ing ~he landlord for fear of bei ng invo lved . himself. .Howe~et ' 

. 0 ca se o f those who had been coe rced mto rebellrnn, t ese 
as 111 tc . d it was constantly em­
peasanls were not the gu ilty on~s an h ·es onsibi lity of 

phasbize,d thaOt cseu ctl~ ey111·~~~,i~\.:~~1 ~h=o~=~dl~r~ t~ ~: had nothing the l'luCl '. n 
to fear. 
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Since th e gove rnment ha d kept its word regard ing peasants 
who had fo ught w it h la ndlord gangs it was not long befo re those 
who had hidden land lo rds' pro perty began lo come forth and 
ackno wledg-c th e ir acts. Once th e fi rs t few repor ted , th e res t 
were not far behind. i\l ore and more th e peasant> of Yian wel'e 
beginning- lo di s ling-11i s h between friend s and e nemies. 

J\l th e s ame lime cha 1·ges aga ins t th e landlords and their 
flunk ies were br o111•: ht fo rth at Pul1li c Judgment Meetings and 
the mos t fl ag-rent of th e Cl' imin als rece ived ste rn punis hment. 
Thi s not on ly J.:""·c c"t us(• for l'c fl ccli on tu the s mall-t ime o pera tors 
but it was a " ''"'c·c· or ' trenglh to the· g-1 ·ca t maj ority of th o 
pea,u nt :<. ll c•re it "'" ' · right in frunl of the ir e,\'es fo r a ll to 
sce-the.v had indeed brl'ome the• maste rs and the accu mulated 
dl'l>Ls owed tlit·m l1y th L· i.Jd fl·u dal s1.tiety wen· IH·ing- paid in 
full. 

Cogni zant of' the ir new plneP in socie ty, the development of 
till' peop le \\'as rapid . The.v ('(JU )d see things mo re and more 
c lear ly. Th ey l'Ou)d no\\' unde'!'oland that thei r fo 1·me r poverty 
and sorruw \\·t•rc not IH'a\·en-sl'nt. nor l he n•sult o f ''laz in ess" and 
ir.al>ili ty. T he su u rc.:e of tlit ·ir rn ist• ry camp f r om the sys tC'm they 
had lived under a nd now th ey "·c1·0 on the \\'ay to ridding them-

Ningpo S ta ie Fa rm rC'cent ly held open house for 
Ch cki:rn g pr:i s. irl s who c.1111e to inspect bumper crop 
l' f early ~ J> rin~: rice g rown from a new variety of im. 
pro\'c <l ;, ct·d . 



•elves of it forever. Once this became clear there was no stop­
ping them; the peasants of Yian were bent on turninir over to 
a new society, one in which they were the masters . 

Within 25 da ys of the time we began our work of mobilizing 
the peasants, the task was com pleted. On the fo"ndation of an 
aroused peasantry who clearly grasped the basic issues , land re­
form work went into high gear. F or a ll of us who participated 
it was a lesson of th e greatest s ignificance to take part 
in the process by which these once dow ntrodden people 

r
~--~---------~~--~---~---~~~~ 

, AVERAGE YUNNAN FAR 
I 

CHI NA'S peasa nts arc enjoy-
. ing a new.found prO$ipe r­

ity. Land refo rm. which has 
destroyed the feudal larnllord 
s,-stem in the countryside, has 
brought on a new day for 80 
11ercent of the nation's popul a­
tion, the peasa nts. Not only 
is there enough lo ea t but, for 
the fir st time, the peasa nt has 
extra money with which to buy 
articles he never dreamed of 
owning a few short years ago. 

c.~ nd commercia l ente rprises in 
Tzeelrn ng- b)· 14 times . 

Befo re li be ratio n, peasant 
I!. iao Chen-hua had to turn 
o\'e r 70 percent of hi s crop to 
th·_. landlord. The r rsult was 
t hat despite back-b reaking 
labor a ll year round he scarce­
ly had enough to keep his 
fomil~· going. 

raised themselves 
society. up and began to take th~ir rightful place in 

THE carrying out of land refo 
the pea sants from enga in . rm was not meant to obstruct 

ment workers were ins truct!d ~ in. spring planti ng. We govern­
production with them. Follo"~n~ sc~~s thdc need for increasing 
utensils and fe rtili zers a 1. e 1stnbution of farm 
for r · · mcc ing was cal l d t d a1s1ng agricu ltural outp ut. r o raw up plans --------

HOUSEHOL;--1 
I 

mou of suga1· wns planted I 
T~ey figure that total income. 

1

1 
lh1s year will be about 
Y1,ooo,ooo more than in 1051 I 
Bes1.des regular expenses. th ~ I 
fam ily will spend abo t 
~h2"ohoo,o oo in buying iter::s I 
" 1c will g iv th I d e cm a r icher 
an fuller life. This figure is 
;.1 4 percent above pre-libera­
l~;l.days and 238 percent over I 

Because of t hP family's in- / 
~reased purchasi ng power liv­:g conditions are impro;•ing. 

complete renornt ion of 
l1ouse and furnitu1·e . b . 1' I IS elllg 
p anncd. Looking ahead to 

At the meeting we outlined 
new planting methods and ex­
periences gathered in oth~r 
pa rts Of the country which 
would enable the PC'asants of 
Y1an to increase their rice and 
~otton production. Naturally. 

t ll rst, t her(' were 
dou Lts. many 

Molded by th e old soc iety 
the peas t · • 
T ' . · an is conservative. 

h 1s we knew and we were 
p1;eparcd .to reason out what-
e\ ~r. hC'sitations he might 
ra\ e . for example, that 
t would be impossib le to 

p.'·oduce 500 kilograms of 
nee per mou. One grizzled 
old peasant said, "I 've farm. 
ed fo1· more than IJO years and 
.I never heard of a mou turn­
ing out that much rice It 
C'•n't be true!" · 

Tzcchu ng, a county in ~zc­
chucn provincc, is a clear-c ut 
examp le of the ri s ing purchas­
ing power of the peasant ful­
lowing land reform. The in­
cr0ase he1·e thi s year averag­
ed 25 percent over l !l5 l. 
Twenty-four percent of the 
peasants ' income went for pur­
chases of production too ls and 
76 percent for living ex·pc nses. 
The aggrega te purchasing 
power of the entire county's 
peasantry exceeded the total 
capital of private industria l 

-------

Wh en land reform was car­
ric·d out in 1951 the fo ur 
members of Hsiao's family rc­
ce i \'Cd a tota l of 3.9 mou 
of :irablc land and a portion 
of some othe!· land. That 
year 1-Is!ao harvested 2,000 
cntlics of grai n plus corn and 
pr0 laloes which were enough 
fur the entire family. Side 
occupations, such as mnking 
straw ha ts and ra ising live­
stock, yielded an ex tra ineorne 
cf Y 8 G5,000. 

This year saw the family's 
pu1Thasing power continu e to 
rise. In addition to a bumper 
r ice and wheat crop, an extra 

the _New Year holidays, the I 
~am1Jy foresees a big celebra-
on a long with purchases of 

new. clothing. With winter 
commg on, paper, books and 
~·nti ng equipment wi ll be 
.bought, for the entire family 
~ no'~ going to school, Hsiao 
nd h.'s wife both attending 
e Wlllter li teracy class. 

It . was no easy matter to 
conv1~ce them. The fact that 
even if they prod::ced more 
in the old days it only 
meant a bigger share for 
the landlord and the KMT 
tax_ collector, was ing rained in 
their ou tlook. Only after ma 
examples of the use of ny 
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patiently gone into and the point made that higher yields not 
only benefited them but the country at large did doubts begin to 
vanish. 

Th e tid e was turned when one of the peusuntH suid, "Fur 
the s uke or guarding what wt· have already won I pledge myse lf' 
to reap more than GOO kilogTam s per 111rw in my fields! J ' ll 
s tudy and l1"t' new method s and I challenge ull of you to do tl1e 
sn mc!" 

Several others rose and spul<e in lht• sa me vt•in . All around 
one could st•t• and feel ll u• rcuclion amon~ the others, even lhL· 
old und most s t uhl1o rn onl' s . The ve ry atmosphl·rt• changed nnd 
8ilcncc, ~loom and hcs iluli t1 n ~ave way to excitement, activity and 
bd1cf. l'l t•dgc after plcdg-1· \\'a '-' made to in('rca s t• prndueliun. 

TH.I!: di s tributi o n or JllOflt.•y ror tlic Jllll' l'h a sc or mall'rial s llCl 1 tll'd 
in produt: tiun v: us a matlt·r wh ic h required cdutalin~ lh1· 

pct1'ants. Murl' tha11 :i,UllU,0011 kilog ram s ul' c·onfi scatc•d ri n" 
which had l1t.•1•n cha11g·ed into 11101ll'Y, had lo lu• di v ided up a11d 
louned lo tilt· pl'a s anl s fur us e in product io n. At lirs l tln•y g-an· 
littl e thoug-hl lo s ud1 111atlt•r s a s pun:h:t !-; ing- plows. Sl',\' lhl'S. 
pi~s, oxe n, and so rorth . 

\Vl' persuaded lln·m at la s t lhu l ll11• need fur i 11 t:l'l'HSl'tl prw 
duction was vita l , that tlllL'C producl11111 Wl'lll up ll1L•ir CJWll Jiv<' ­
Jihood would also lien111H' lil'lt~r. In addilion, the 1,liO O poon·s l 
pcusan ts of' lllL' town \\'ere >;iVl'll s unicil'nl pruvi!-i ions lo cnal1l l· 
Lhrm to t•rnhurk upoll s pring- p lanting-. Till• t'ffl'l'l of all thi s 
was that it nol only so lved m;ln y or lhl'il' diflkulli L'S liut al so 
s trcngtht•ned the peasa 11 b 1 l'Ullliclt·nc l' in produl'lion at:livity and 
in t he poli<'y of lhe g'OVL'l'llllll'lll. 

In o rd t•r to aid the peasan ts in tlwir dri\'L' to irn:rcasc p ro ­
duction Wt • 01·g-anizl'd tht·lll in I ht• t:on s trut·lion of 1ww pond s , 
widt•ning- anti drcd~~in g· irrig-at io n and drain:q.~L' dild1t•s and 
ul1ol is hin g- tlw aJ.!'l'-old fl'udal \\':ll1'1· regulations wlwr<•l1y a p ca s­
unt who had no pond \\'H S unnldl' lo us t• anothl'r's walrr no mul · 
ter how 111ul'h of' a sur plu s llw latter had. By in s talling- a 
democ rati c svs lt'lll ur watt.•r di stri!1utin n the poss ibility of drou~ht, 
something w

0

hieh had pla g- ut·d llw lo\\'n for dl'cadl' !-', was g- rcutly 
minimizcU. 

Thi s lust :-1 tt•p wus u s iuall one in com1mri son with the oLlwrx, 
yet ouch was of the utmost importunn· in hreakinµ; down onec 
und for ul l the• stru ight · jnt'kcl ol' ideas whil'h had so thoroughly 
bound these peasants in tlw old soC'ic•ty. And with thi s l'hun:,r<' 
in idcns has come thl.' rculizution that a new day has t'OllH' for 
a ll of th em. 
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Balance sheet of 

TWO YEARS OF TERROR 

IN THE PHILIPPINES 
Manuel Cruz 

JN April 1%0 the US-ins ta llcu Philippine ~ovcrnment decided 
to mu~ter al l uvai lahl l' forct· s lo laun<'h a terroristic drive to 

s uppress the natio11al Jihcraliun 11wve111ent of the Filipino people. 
The l/uk/1011g A/11l"' fll"' /"!J" J:11u11u (Ar111y or Lilicrntion of the 
Country) was then cig-hl y<'ars old, skei<'d, fir s t during the moru 
than three yea r s of Japanese ot'cupalion and, later , in Lhe de­
termined and s tu l1 lrnrn s trug-g- lt.• lo carry out lh(' fig-ht aµ-ain st 
lnndlor<li s m , puppl' lry , and l'orl'ig-n domination - in short, for a 
free und ind t•pendcnt Philippin l's. 

By l flGO the IIMB had grown Loo liig and powerful simply 
to be bullied and push c< I around. Beca use of this the enem ies 
of the peo ple were frightened, and more than at any previous 
lime they felt the ground crn111bling from under them. 

The Armed Forl'es or the Philippines, as the "uppressive 
troops or the Quirino aclmi ni s tratiun arc om r iall y culled, were 
ready to u se (and did use) during lheir lwo-yea r plan of "handli ng 
the Iluks," l'u ll -dre'8 combat battalions, l'Omplcte with Aame­
throwcrR, tanks , police dog-s and air s upport. P aid assassi n ~ were 
also thrown in , after a price hnd been placed on lhe head of the 
lictter-known leadPl'S or th<· li li<·rution 1110vc·ment. At the same 
time , they mnd<• plans to s tart a rcig-n of lPJTOr in city nnd town, 
s uspending ltrtb<'trn 1·ur1n1s when necessary so that they cou ld 
a1Tcst wol'kcrs nnd progress ive intell ec tuals on mere s us picion. 

Jn Was hing-ton , Pres ident Truman guve hi s blessing to the 

MANUEi. CRUZ, well known progressive Filipino ncwsp•pcr­
mon, is al present visiting Peking as a m <' mber of th<.- Philippilne 
delegation to the A§ian and Pacific Rrgions Peace Conference. -
Editor. 
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operations against the Huks and pledged that if necessary they 
would have use of the US air force and its napalm bombs. 
Meanwhile, Philippine Defense Secretary Ramon Magsaysay 
bragged that he would deal the final blow to the Huks. 

The two-pronged attack upon being put into effect immediate­
ly met with oppos ition from many quarters as "not the best 
method of dealing with the widespread discontent of the Filipino 
people with their government." However, heedless of saner 
minds and sober judgment, Quirino and his puppet administra ­
tion went on. 

Thus, brutal methods of wiping out entire vi llages by setting 
them on lire, in complete di srega rd of peasant lives and property 
as well as age, sex, political leanings and religion, were begun 
on a wide scale. The government's forces s ubj ected the 800 square 
mile area of the Candal;a ~wamps (long the source of food not only 
for the HMB forces but for many villages) to carpet bombing 
with napalm, kerosene and various other types of incendiary in 
an attempt to destroy every living thing within the area. 

The government forces conducted several major and minor 
punitive operations against th e forces of the people's liberation 
movement, terrori stica lly christened : ' 'Operation Killer," "Opera­
tion Papaya," "Operation Omaha," etc. In 1951 alone, the PAF 
engaged the l-Iuks in l,55U engagements , including 14 major 
operations. 

In the course of this drive they were able to get at some 
ranking HMB commanders. An ea rly dawn shot by one of their 
paid assassins, on September 7, 1U51, proved fatal to Guillermo 
Capadocia, who died from loss of blood a few hours later at his 
headquarters in Panay. In illanila, after losing three men and 
several wounded, they were able to corner Nick Pamintuan, over­
all Manila Huk forces commander. Early this year, they got 
William Pomeroy, an ex-American GI who joined the Philippine 
liberation movem ent because he believed in what the Filipino 
people were fighting for, togPther with hi s Filipino wife, the 
ex-Civi l Service examiner, Celia Mariano. 

A few weeks before these operations were started, AFP Brig.­
Gen. Claro B. Lizardo, of the Second Military Area, estimated th'.lt 
the Huks had at least 30,000 effec tives all over the country and 
some 5,000,000 sympathizers, including their reserves. For the 
first year of their two-year operation the government did not 
release any figures on casualties. Last year, it announced that 
Huk losses totaled 9,152 killed, wounded and captured, and placed 
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its own losses at one-tenth of that figure . However, long-time 
observers of the Philippine scene are inclined to believe that 
government losses were definit ely trimmed down for public con­
sumption. 

The Manila Daily B11lletin, spokesman for American capital 
in the Philippines, commenting on HMB losses, as reported by 
the Agencc Frnnc e Pl'esse on March 31, 1952, was puzzled by 
the fact that the Hu ks cou ld "afford to lose 4,4 75 firearms in a 
year and still ha ve enough arm s and ammunition lo be able to 
strike at \\'ill." The paper argued: "As far as we know, not a 
s ingle firearm other than those left here by the Americans and 
the J apanese had been captured by the Huks." 

"Every week," the same paper declared, 1'sometimes oftener, 
the newspapers carry stories of lluk raids . .. The army every 
new and then mounts ambitious-and expensive--operations, 
which more often than 
not, end in neira ti vc r»".7"~==::-·=-=7"'.:t'.7"7'~'.07'""'"'7%"!'.S:O---; 
reports or with the re· 
port: 'Burnt so man,· 
number of hut ; newly 
evacuated by the 
Huks.'" 

The paper a lso 
noted that in spite 
of Magsaysay's tireless 
supervision of troops 
in the field, some unit s 
had been reported re­
luctant to attack Huk 
concentrations. "Ineffi­
ciency of some unit 
commanders," the 
paper went on to say, 
"had also resu lted in 
the massing of troops 
against unconfirmed 
concentrabon s of H ·_11", 
like the classic 'Opera­
tion Coconut,' staged 
on the Ilnntoc pe11in. 
sula, Quezon pro­
vince, last year. The 
name of the drive was 



will certainly go on so long as they go against the will of the 
people. On August 26 this year, the people's liberation army 
commemorated the 64th anniversary of the struggle against 
Spanish enslavement by striking in force in parts of Luzon . .. 
TIME and events are running against the Quirino government in 

the Philippines. The government likes to think that, having 
assassinated three of some 80 top ranking Huk field commanders 
and having jailed some Huk workers in Manila and neighboring 
towns, it has solved the "diss idence" problem in the islands. 
Nothing could be further from the truth. 

The past two years of terror In the Philippines h~-~ -o~~ly 
further widened the gulf between the government and the people. 
A nation-wide movement to limit the power and authority of 
Magsaysay's Military Intelligence Service has swept the country. 
A government which not only attempts to justify its inhuman 
methods of dealing with the growing di scontented elements of 
the population and which is ruining the economic and social life 
of the people cannot hope to have the support of the mass of 
the people. 

T~ describe the s ituation a s it really exists in t he Philippines 
today would require a complete book. However, an insight into 
the way things arc developing in the protracted war between 
Philippine progress and r eaction, between the US -manufactured 
Philippine government and the growing s trength and enlighten­
ment of the people can be gathered from the words of one of 
the pcnpusher s of Philippine reaction itself, Teodoro M_ Locs in. 
His fear th at, if the dete rioration of hi s government continues 
m:checkcd, he may some day have to go down with it , prompted 
Locsin to cry: 

"The ruling class is rul ed by one principle: grab ... Power 
and pleasure arc the chi ef concerns of the go vernment. Never 
have so few been so rich and so many been so poor! The end is 
predictable." 

He further says, "Indeed but for the intervention of a friendly 
power, a former sovere ign, the end would have long been here. 
'The Communists.' Secretarv of National Defense Ramon Magsay­
say has repeatedly ~aid, 'have 2.000 ,000 reserves_• The reserves 
are those the Republic has failed to serve, whose elementary needs 
the present regime has refused to fill. They may seem submis­
sive; they are merely waiting. Their time will come." 

Locsin's words are truer than he perhaps realizes. Their 
time will come! And that time is not very far off. 
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Shanghai's ·Economy 
Takes a New Turn 

SHIH CHIA-WEI 

MANIPULATORS of the 
China ruri1or mill s to 

the contrary, Shi.nghai is a 
very much alive cit,• today. 
This metropoli s of more than 
5,000,000 peo ple is the coun­
try's key iight indus try center. 
In the three and a half years 
since liberation S hanghai has 
changetl from a city which 
catered lo a handful of rich 
Chinese and foreignerR to one 
which is producing more and 
more for the growing local 
and national needs. 

Under Kuomintang rule 
Shanghai's " prosperity" pre­
sented a glaring contrast lo 
the ever-deepening economic 
crisis and bankruptcy in the 
interior. Because of the rapid 
growth of the ci vil war, so­
cia l upheaval, widespread 
banditry and economic disin­
tegration, many landlords, 
wealthy officials an,f trade rs 
fled to Shanghai . Conce ntra­
tion of a big s urplus popula­
tion and a large am(• Unt of 
idle capital created an ab­
normal boom in the city. 

Beneath this surface " pros-
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perity" lay clear signs of 
Shanghai's crumbling econ­
omy. With the exception of 
speculation, hoarding and 
blackmarketeering, business in 
general was bad. A good 
many bu sinesses had been 
k11ocked out while fluctuations 
iu commodity prices, shortage 
of raw material s and operat­
ing cap ita l, and a sharp de­
cline of markets because of 
the shr inking purchasing 
power of the genera l public 
all. made for endless business 
difficulties. Factories and mills 
operated on a day-to-day basis, 
and many were forced to s us­
pend operations entirely. 

In the few months prior to 
liberation in May 194'.l Shang­
hai largely reli ed on ECA 
shipments of rice and raw 
cotton to feed the population 
rind keep the mills going. 

Briefly stated, the old "pros­
perity" was built on two 
props of sand: economic crisis 
in the interior and foreign 
aid. The moment these were 
removed, Shanghai's "pros­
perity" ended. 
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A five-lane slum on Shanghai's Canton Road wa• 
recently torn down and rebuilt at. ~overnm~nt ~xpen se.. 
Photo shows working class families moving into the 
new apartments. 

THE advances made in 
Shanghai's economy SI nee 

liberation have been outstand· 
ing. Despite the chaos ha~ded 
dGwn by the Chiang r egime, 
the late 1949 an <l early 1950 
KMT air force bombings and 
the State Department-directed 
sea blockade, Shanghai has 
lifted itself up and has taken a 
new lease on life. A stabilized 
nation-wide currency and the 
directing of her industries to­
ward the fast developing mar­
ket in the countryside has 
greatly aided in th.e economic 
rebirth of the city. 

Immediately after liberation 
the property in the hands of 
the KMT government and 
high officials was nationalized. 

Thus state ente1·prises sprang 
up in 20 heavy industries as 
well as in the all-importan~ 
textile induf"try containing 
more than 900,000 spindles. 
At first these state organs, 
headed by the State Cotton 
Yarn and Cloth Corporation, 
the State Foodstuffs Corpora­
tion an<l the People's Bank, 

. were unable adequately to re­
gulate the local markets. In 
autumn 1949, for in stance, the 
grain market was still being 
manipulated by speculating 
merchants thus causing a ri se 
in the price of rice followed 
by a general price increase. 

However, with the establish­
ment of a number of state­
opera ted retail shops the state 
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enterprises have been able to 
supply the public with suffi­
cient fu el, cloth, food stuffs, 
and cooking oil to keep the 
market on an even keel. 

Chiang's wild inflation play­
ed havoc with Shanghai's legi ­
timate commerce anrl indus­
try. Its effect on the life of 
the people was di sastrous. 

Shortly after liberation 
prices still continued to rise in 
Shanghai; s pcculators were 
rampant and they controlled 
the blaekmarket, while sih·e r 
dollars and US notes flooded 
the rity. The new gove rnment 
swiftly prohiu itcd a ll spec11ll!­
tion and issue<l a new curren-

cy (jen m in piao) in an effort 
to stop the tide of rising 
prices. Taking the parity unit 
rule at Y822 in Atlgust 1949 
as a basi~ and comparing it 
with the Decembe r l!l49 fig­
ure of Y2,8G I we find that the 
price increase leve l in the 
fi1A months of liberation was 
less than four tim es. an out­
' landing accompli shment. 

To s tabilize prices perman­
e1;tl;• the people 's go \'e rnment 
and the People's !:lank not 
0nly limi ted the amount of 
banknotes i"ucd but drastic­
ally controlled csscnt ial daily 
necess ities such as food sluf!"o, 
fuel, cloth, cr,oking oi l, etc. as 

The first Chin:1 .bui!t dredger was recently launched 
at !he Chung Hua Dock}'::trd in Shangha i. A chain· 
bucket type, it can excavate 150 tons per hou r. Its 
main features are :t low h eight and shallow draft whid1 
will enable it to work on the many canals and small 
rivers in this part of China. 



b k . up the new a reserve ac mg 4 
currency. On December ' 
1949 the People's Victory 
Pari ty Bonds were issued. By 
December 1951 more tha:1 
30000,000 shares (with u cm­
rc;1t value of approximate ly 
US$45,000,000) had be.e n sub­
scribed to in Shangh.a1. :h.1s 
response by the public " ·ao in 

sh~rp con trast lo KMT da,·s 
when savi ngs went in to. gold , 
liS dollars and commo d1 t1 es. 

As a resul t of adequate pr~­
visions for protecting deposi­
tors' savings from devaluation 
in <'a•e of price fluctu.at1ons , 
there has been a noticeable 
im·rease in "avinl{s depos1!s 
since liberation. In I (l 50 the 
total deposits with the govern­
ment-operated People's Bank 
was 18 times that of the pre­
\' ious year, and in l!l5 1 de~o­
sits cloubled those of 19.JO. 

The tendency for idle funds, 
which in the past w-:re chan­
neled into speculative .. ~nd 
other non-productive acttv1t1es, 
to flow into the People's Rank 
not only eliminated .one of 
the basic ca uses of pnce fl uc­
tua tions but also enabled .the 
government to plan nation· 
w'de reconstruction. 

'In order lo bring an end to 
the unreasonable price fluctua­
tions it was necessa ry to speed 
. the interfl ow of goods bc-up 'd 
tween city and countrys1 e .•o 
as lo e liminate a ll P•>'S~b ility 
of even temporary sh~r "age~ . 
By Chinese New Year in F eb-

1!)50 fol. exa mple. loca l r ua 1·y , · 
specu lators as usual had ac~u­
mulated large stocks of 11cc 
and were bent on geH1ng the 
trad iti ona l higher pnce dur­
ing t he holiday season. How­
ever, to fru strate this a tt empt 

d reflected Better conditions in the co1111trysi c are 
the cro wds of pea sa nts filling loc:l l stores. 

at rigging the market, lhe cen­
tral government dumped huge 
amounts of rice and not only 
succeeded in keeping prices 
from r1 s111g but actually 
brought them down. 

From the latter part of 1950 
up throug h 1052 the general 
price level has tended to 
be s tabilized s ince the gov­
ernment holds t he neces­
sa ry goods in hand to meet 
any e mergency on the mar­
ket. Moreover, early in the 
spring of 1952, there was an 
average prier reduction of l l 
perce nt on thousands of daily­
use articles by government 
s tores in Shanghai. 

Q NC E a dumping gl'Ound for 
the West, Shanghai 's trade 

has taken a new tu rn . Not 
on ly has the city '< fcreign 
trade shown an inc1·ease over 
1951 during the first three­
quarters of thi s yea r but the 
tota l volume of bu si11 ess is on 
the upswi ng as a resul t of 
increased purchasing power 
of the peasants fo llowi ng land 
r efo rm and the har\'esting of 
bumper crops in East China. 
However , Shanghai's domest ic 
trade is not limited to East 
China, the nation's lf\rges t 
administrative area, bu t far­
off western p1:ovinces such as 
Sinkiang, Sikang and Yunnan 
are also being dealt wi th. 

to figures released by the East 
China Tax Bureau, the total 
volume of business in Shang­
h::ii in Jun e this yea r was 8.4 
percent a bove that of the same 
period last year. Moreover, 
as a result of government 
policy of building up pri va1e 
ente rpri se, contracts and loans 
have been extended to many 
of Shanghai's private indus­
tries during the summer. 

JN the field of indust ry 
Shanghai's progress has 

been pa1·ticularly outstandi ng. 
Immediately after libera­

tion private stee l mills re­
sumed oper::i ti ons after gov­
ernment he lp \\'as extended. 
Th eir 194 9 month ly produc­
tion ave rage lopped lhe peak 
level after VJ Day in Shang­
hai. At the same t ime other 
industries have showed records 
of increased p1·odurtion: in 
195 1 cement output was 33.2 
pereent above 1950 , brass was 
up 250 percent, and e lec troly­
tic copper 21 I percent. 

In light industry some pro­
duction increases in 1951, as 
compa1·ed wi th l 951), were as 
follows : soap, 24!! percent; 
paper , 269 percent; fl our, 155 
percent; matches, 141.5 per­
cent; cigarettes, 136.2 per­
cent ; sulfuric acid, 150 per­
cc- nt and various educational 
s upplies, 200-500 percent. In the past, bus iness came 

to a near s tandstill during the 
trad itional summer "s lack 
season." However, acco1·d ing 

To help speed up the 
nation's industrial develop­
ment, sta te enterpri ses a nd the 
People'" Bank are giving all-
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out help to private in<lustry, 
I n 1950, when temp_orary r aw 
matel'ial and power shor tages 
threa tened private enterprise, 
the government placed large 
ord ers wh ich enabled it to 
carry on until the shortages 
were ove rcome. In Apri l of 
thi s year, state corporations 

placed orders with more than 
3,000 private firms in Shang­
hai r ep resenting 34 different 
trades. Again, state firms 
have bought up large quan­
tities of indu str ia l products 
fro m pr ivate factories in slack 
seasons and have so ld the 
good,; in othe r areas of the 

Chin-kw<'i and his wi fe' smile broadly 

country or in local markets, 
thus helping private business 
and regulating the market. 

Un like the old days, private 
manufacturer s today are able 
to get l oan~ a t reasonable 
rates. Th e People's Bank in 
Shangha i has aided the devel­
opment of indu stria l produc­
t io n by exlemlin g- many low 
interest loan s to factoriP s, en­
abling them to tide <1ve r diffi­
cult periods a nd reduce costs. 

Of Shangl:n i's 5.00ll ,000 
population 1,070,000 a rc work­
ers. United in trade union s. 
lhe support of Lhe workers 
for the government has been 
a n important factor in th e 
city's induslri!l l expansion . I n 
both state a11d private L'nr0r­
prise the worker~ have assum­
ed an attitude of respon sibil­
ity toward the building of a 
new China . The old days of 
hopelessness and despair a r c 
gone and the various emuln­
t ion drives in Shanghai's 
s hops and factor ies and the 
new inventions and rational­
izations contributed by thou­
sands of ordinary workers on 
the job are eloquent test i­
mony that the workers are 
fully aware of t heir new status 
- leaders of new Ch ina . As a 
resul t, production r ecords arc 
1·upidly set, and just as rapid· 
ly su r passed. 

The reconstruction of this 
city's one - time zhattercd 
economy has not neglected the 
p1 obi em of the unemployed-
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inherited from the KMT. 
Under the Chiang government 
the unemployPd were left to 
shift for themselves and there 
was never a ny attempt to 
help them get work or even 
to provide them a food ration. 

More than l 00,000 unemploy­
ed have been found jobs, while 
l!ncmp loyment r elief totaling 
G0,000,000 cntlics of rice 
and Y700,000,000 in cash has 
been distributed. 

In add iti on, long.neglected 
public works projects such as 
new roads, housi ng for work­
ers, park ~, sewage systems in 
wo1·ke1·s ' 1li st r icts have all 
1nadc u.sc of •Jnemµl0:n:d work· 
crs, and technical sc hoo ls and 
evening classes have been in. 
augurated where the unem­
ployed receive training for 
s pec ifi c trades. Between July 
1950 and November 1951 
more than 15,000 unemployed 
worker' who had received 
t,•ehnica l training got jobs 
thro ugh the Labor Bur eau. 

With tl-ie increas ing pros­
per ity of local comme1·:e ~nd 
i 1~ du st ry , and the large-sca le 
construction projects under 
wa y all over new China, un­
emp loyment in Shangha i will 
soon be .i:i. thing of the past. 
Shanghai today is well on the 
\Yay toward a new a nd hither­
to un dreamed of prosperity, 
"hich u nlike past booms, is 
being huilt on firm fo unda­
tions and ma y t hus be expect­
ed to end ure. 



-·--·---------------------·------·--!-.---------------------------
Prospects for Private Business in New China 
One of the questions we arc most frequently a5ked by readers 

abl'oad is, "What's h appcn c·1.1 to privat r business?" Some rend<'rs 
ha\'C? sent in clippings from tlu•ir lcica l papers, <ll•a ling with th_c Wu 
Fan (Five Anti'~anti-bribcry o f offida ls, anti-tax C'Vas ion , antlrthch 
of government prope rty, anti-chl'ating on govcrn111ent contracts and 
anti -spying out of economic inform ation for specu lati o n) Movement 
among private businessm e n. Jud g in g from such clippings, the Amer­
ican press had a fi e ld da y with this subject, heralding the movement 
as a drive to "l.iquicbtc'' p riva te e nterprise, to "wipe out th e middle 
class" and so on. 

Last month the R<'v i<'w subm iuetl a list of questions concerning 
the state of pri va te cntPrp risc in n L~w China to day and the prospect' 
for its future to Mr. Wu Yun-chu , a prom inent Shanghai business· 
man. Mr. W u is th e own er of th e Tien Yuan Electro-Chemical 
Works, the Tie n Li Nitroge n W orks and the Tier\ Chu Seasoning 
Factory. Fo ll owi ng a r ~ th e Rv\" icw's qul'sti o ns and Mr. Wu's answe rs. 
- Editor. 

QUESTION : Wh a l is the g-ram. !11 a r <' purl on th e suc-
po, ilion of priva te bus ine>s e<·"fu l eo ndu s ion of Wu Fun, 
sin ce th e- co nclusion of Wu ~hanghai's Vice-mayo r Pan 
Fa n ? I Jan-nil'n sa id that all private 

bus inessme n shou ld, unde r the 
ANSWER: T he aim of Wn il'adcrship of the national 

Fan was to do away with Ct'fin om.v and th e wo rki ng 
a number o f uncles irahle da"". <·n hance labor-capita l 
hnngovers from the old relations, improve manage· 
society. Sornt-. bu sincss rnC'n mcnt. deve lop Jarg-c-s('alc pro· 
have changed their line of d uction and be dete rmined 
bus iness bu l l hi s has hel' 11 bL•- not to reso rt to the old prac-
causc of the 1·co rg-an izal ion I icl'S or d o in~ business whi ch 
of the entire nation· s e('onomy. \Vu Fan <.lid away wit h. 
After Wu Fan , th e nati onal QUESTION: There huvc 
capitali st s arc still 01;e of t lw heen many repo rts of 1he 
four classes makin g up th e ra pidly ri sing purchas ing 

l people's ur11 led front a s set powe r o r the peasants as 11 re· 

_r::t~-~:-~~--~~~:' __ :~o~--~~~-~--~=~~·:~:~~-:~~~l~:. 
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affected your own bus iness ? 

ANSWER: The ri s ing pur­
chas ing power of the peasa nts 
has extended the market of 
many private fac tori es to th e 
vi llages, helping lo expand 
sa les and increase production. 
Compared to pre-liberation 
days my l h rec ente rpri ses are 
clui ng very we ll . As of June 
of this yea r, production and 
sn Jes in the Tie n Yuan Elec· 
lro-Chcmica l Works r egis ter ­
ed a 300 perce nt inercase ; the 
Tien Li Nitrogen Work s nn 
800 pe rcent increase ; and th e> 
Ti en Chu St•aso ni ng Factory 
a 200 pe 1·cent increase. 

QUESTION: We r end a grea~ 
deal in the papers abo ut how 
the governm ent has a ided 
private bLrnincss. !Ins thi s 
uid been of much he lp ? 

ANSWER: Th e s teps ta ken 
by the government, such as 
mnking advance pay ments nL 
th£: time of plnci ng order s, 
supplying raw mate ria ls to 
fr.ttori es, ananging low-inter ­
est loans, etc., ha ve been of 
g rea t help. As a r esul t, pri . 
vale bus in ess has been able 
to get circulating ca pi ta l and 
thus increase its producti on. 
The low in terest loans extend­
ed by the govemment have 

been partic u l ~r l y helpful in 
enabling pri vate bus in essmen 
t0 r educe production costs. 

QUESTION: Whnt impres­
s:n ns did you gath er at the 
P~king con fe rence of private 
indu s tri al ist s an d bus inessmen 
thi s past summe r regarding 
the future of private business'! 

ANSWER: Befo re arriving 
nt Sociali sm we must have an 
industrialized nation. To do 
thi s we need a g reat dea l of 
industry aJld materials. Ex­
cept for some large-sca le, new 
n nd basic industr ies such as 
s teel, o il, etc ., wh ich need huge 
capita l a nd should be run a nd 
operated by the government, 
private bus in ess can still , on 
it s present base, use its man­
JlL>ll'Cr and equipment to de­
,·e l op~ Enterpri ses wh ich arc 
of no use in t he new China 
should be wound up and the 
capita l tran sfe rred to useful 
industr y, and idle capital 
' hould be used lo establ ish 
new and needed indu stries . In 
add ition, th e natio n- wide em­
phas is on exchange of goods 
tetwecn urba n nnd r ural 
a 1·cn.-; is in need of experi enc­
ed bu sinessmen's talents. Al l 
in all , pl'ivate bu iness has an 
im portant role to play in the 
creati ng of a new China. I 

-----------------------------------------------~ 
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INTERNATIONAL NOTES 

US Breaks Off Peace Talks 
THE breaking off of the Korean armistice talks in early October 

by the Americans added to the long list of delaying tactics 
adopted by US negotiators in Panmunjom. Rejecting Genera! 
Nam Il's compromi se proposal of October 8 to put an end to 
the 15-month deadlock on the prisoner of war exchange issue-· 
sole barrier to a settlement-the Americans precipitated an im­
passe by declaring an indefinite recess. 

As the move coincided with the opening of the UN General 
Assembly, many observers fe lt that Washington was trying to 
bring before the UN the "impossibi lity" of ending the war in 
Korea by "negotiation," in an attempt to secure further s upport 
frcm wavering allies. · 

US negotiator Genera l Harri son began calling for recesses 
as early as June, and hi s October 8 indefinite recess was the 
culmination of a series of three-day , one week and 10-day recesses 
up through Septem be r. And, when on October 8, General Nam 
II presented his answer to a September 28 proposal by Harrison 
the Americans refused to li s ten, walking out with the announce­
ment that the UN could on ly consider "proposals in writing" be· 
fore resuming the talks. 

Harrison's Sep tember 28 plan, a so-called three-point alter­
nate proposal, in effec t repealed the US demand to retain Korean 
and Chinese pri soners, who have long demonstrated their in­
sistence on repatriation by the fact that for months American 
troops have had to put clown "demonstrations" and "upris ings" 
in prisoner camps. The US proposal was a change in form 
rather in s ubstance, indi ca ting no alteration in its policy of 
withholding Korean and Chinese prisoners. Harrison, after ad ­
vancing thi s new version of old US policy, declared a 10-d~y 
r ecess. 

The Americans appa1~ently were so certain that their pro­
posal was unacceptabl e that Harrison came to the October 8 
conference with a prepa red statement announcing the breaking 
off of the talks. Di s regard ing a new proposal made by Nam II, 
which was a definite concession , Harrison promptly read a 
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strongly worded statement ending with a re-assertion that the 
US be allowed to retain Korean and Chinese POW's. He then 
left without waiting to hear Nam Il's reply. 

Actually, the October 8 Korean -Chinese proposal removed all 
US objections for refusing to let the POW's return home. It 
was based on the principle that both sides s hou ld release and 
r epatriate di POW's after the cease-fire; i t accepted changes in 
form made in the US proposal, namely that all POW's on both 
sides be sent to the demilitarized zone and, instead of being im­
m ediately repatriated, be hand ed over to the opposite side as an 
initial step in the process of rel eas ing then,. After delivery of 
POW's to the s ide from which they came, joint Red Cross teams 
of both s ides were to interview them and explain to them the 
principle already agreed upon which ensures that prisoners will 
return home and res ume civilian life. 

To remove any US apprehensions , th e proposal further said 
that ins pec tion teams made up of neutral nations should be on 
the spot for observa tion at t he time of the interview ing of POW's 
and at the tim e of class ifying and repatriating them on the 
basis of nationality area. 

The US attempt to wreck the talks was further ev idenced on 
the same day wh en its forces fir ed artillery shells into the con­
ference area . The road from Panmunj om to Kaesong, along 
which Korean and Chinese delegates passed, was shell ed after 
the Octobe r 8 meeting and planes bombed the borders of the 
Kaesong neutra l area. At the same time , the Americans sup­
pressed news of Nam Tl' s proposal thus attempting to create the 
impress ion that their September 28 proposit ion had been entirely 
rejected. 
THE suspicion that the meeting of the UN General Assembly 

was directly con nected with the US a ction at Panmunjom 
was heightened by ins pired stor ies in the US press. 

Said the Wctll Street .To1<rnal on October 3: "The US will 
press the General Assembly ... for a strong resolu t ion telling 
the Reel s th ey should accept the most recent armistice offer." 
Otherwise, the paper continued, "policy makers and Pentagonians 
are already working up a plan for stiffer reprisals" against 
I<l·rea and China . 

On October 5, the Nett! York Tim.es reported: "Tentative 
plans call for Secretary of State Acheson to present a general 
resolution shortly after the assembly opens, calling on the Com­
munists to agree to a Korean armistice. If the resolution pro-
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duces no result-and there is little to hope that it will-the US is 
expected to present a second and stronger resolution asking the 
Assembly spec ifically to r eaffirm UN support for the US stan d 
at Panmunjom." 

UP on October 9, openly stated: "There are strong indica­
tions i~ Washington that the US, reconci led to t he i ndefin ite 
stalemate in Korea , is counting upon non-Amer ican sold iers te> 
take over the burden of combat. This wou ld h ave the advantage 
... of r~ducing US casualties." 

Japan: Paradise for US Business 
AMERICAN domination of Japan s ince VJ Day has meant a 

change in the pre-war ties between big US bus iness and 
Japanese monopolies . The chief differ ence today is that the US 
monopolies no longe r are limited to the role of partners of big 
Japanese business . Simultaneously with the revival e>f Japan­
ese militari sm, US financial and industrial magnates .hi:-ve 
secured a dominant position in the nation's economy, gaming 
control of ils industry , raw material resources, finances and 
trade. 

American bus inessmen have gone in for buying stock in 
leading Japanese firm s following the pa ssage of a law in June 
1951 encouraging foreign capital in ves tment s. More and more 
foreigners, chiefly American firms, arc buying from 50 to 100 
percent of the shares in Japanese com panies . Japanese press 
reports show that some 30 top .J apancse companies are fully con ­
trolled by foreign, chiefly American. l. us incssmen. 

American businessmen arc exempt from ta xes and customs 
duties. Recently, these privileges were extended to 13 more 
American companies opening branches in Japan. S'uch pri­
vileges mean additional opportunity for US interes ts to get a 
foot in the door . 

While war plants are reaping big profits, many facto ries, 
deprived of subsidies and cheap War materials, are closing down 
and hundreds of thou sands of workers have been thrown out of 
work. Between April and August 1952, nearly J,500 small a nd 
med ium s ized enterprises in Japan closed their doors. Mean­
while, last December, the gove rnment completed the <lrafting of 
the final bills clearing Lhc way for the return of the pre-war 
monster enterprises-the Zaibatsu . All restrictions on these 
former giant cartels ha\' e hccn c·rascrl. 
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D ESPITE Japan's made-in-America "war boom," the nation's 
agriculture is highlighted by steep taxes and a general 

production decl ine. Official Japanese sources reported that in 
H·51 Japan's grain output dropped to its lowest level s ince the end 
of the war, with rice down by 4,000,000 pic11/s in comparison 
with 1950. 

Instead of lowc1·ing taxes the government has ins isted on 
raising them to a point where they come to one-third more t han 
t he income of the peasants. Tu meet their taxes, many peasan ts 
h ave had to se ll their farm utens ib and draft animals . 

The effects of a feudal landlord sys tem has forced the 
Japanese peasantry to squeeze in on a small acreage of farm­
land while large tracts r emain uncultivated. The Ministry e>f 
Agriculture has admitted that uncultivated land in Hokkaido 
and Honshu alone total s G.500,000 hectares. exceeding Japan's 
total acreage of farmland, aC'cording to the Nagyo J\yosai 
Shiinb1111. 

Japan's rul ers ha ve long used the hoary tale that Japan 
has too large a population lo feed its people. Th e Ministry of 
Agriculture 's admission tha t there is a huge area of uncultivated 
land shows this story in its true light, a s hibboleth for whipping 
up support 1'01· military adventures. 

Investing in India 
D ESPITE five y~ars of independence, the businEssmen of 

India are realizing that the Bnt1 sh, and more and more the 
Amer icans, have been making steady inroads into the nation's 
economy. 

The first green light to foreign investors came in April 
1948, when the government announced a change in the policy 
of strict control advocated by the new government in 1947 when 
India got her independence. Th e December 1951 agreements 
signed with British and American oil companies were the first 
to bring on serious speculation among Indian business circles 
over the "colonial nature" of agreements with foreign firms. 
On January 13, 1952 R c1tt:c r quoted US' Ambassador Chester 
Bowles as saying: "India is the key to Southeast Asia ... 
If we were to p ut in Ind ia an amount equal to the s ums we put 
in te> Ch ina, there is every chance of s uccess." 

Among the ''safeguards" to foreign capital given the oil 
ce>mpanies was an assurance by the Indian government to hold 
back any contemplated nationalization plans for 25 years. I n 
t he event that nationalization should be decided upon, the gov-
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emment promised to pay reasonable compensation in foreign 
currency. In addition, certain regulations governing establish­
ment and operation of foreign companies in India were waived 
in favor of the oil companies. 

This year has seen the speeding up of foreign investment 
in India. Commenting on its effects, the New Delhi weekly 
C01nrnerce & Industry has said : "There is no gainsaying the 
fact that foreign capital has taken a new garb which, though 
most innocent looking, is deadly in its effects ... Whatever 
little the people of thi s land were able to achieve during the past 
few decades, under great stress and strain, is fading away. 
There are classic examples of slow death and extinction of in­
digenous industries due to the operations of fo reign concerns in 
India, viz., much industry, rubber, pharmaceuticals, tooth paste, 
paint, dry battery, textile machinery, cosmetics, bicycles, automo­
biles, etc .... 

"There is no doubt that many Indian concerns have faded 
away and many more will soon follow suit unless the govern­
ment takes note of this process of s low poisoning of our indus­
tries under the garb of industr ia li zing this country . . . " 

Domest ic Indian bu si ness is up against foreign concerns with 
long-established managerial knowledge, technical know-how, and 
the credit resources of foreign banks. Indian-owned units have 
to start from scratch and must find the necessary capital from 
the Indian investing public. At the same time, more than a 
century of British rule has cond iti0ned the buying public lo look 
down upon goods which are not im ported. 

Another aspect of the foreign penetration of lhe Indian 
economy )las been th e noticeable discrimination against In­
dian employees. Following the April 1!!48 Resolution of the 
Ministry of Industry and Supp lies , which hera lded a change in 
government policy towards foreign investo rs, these firms began 
a slow but steady withdrawal of Indian employees engaged in 
liaison work with the government and replaced them with their 
own nationals. 

Commenting on the agreement between the government and 
the American-owned Standard Vacu um Oil Company, Lanka 
Sundaram, speaking in · the House of People thi s July, s.tated: 
"The present emp loyment policy of non-Indian compani es m our 
midst today . . . has not been very happy. Data collected at 
the highest possible level show that the employm~nt .pohcy of 
foreign companies in our midst today has become d1 scnmmatory 
toward Indian nationals." · 
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CHINESE PRODUCTS SHOWN 

AT THE LEIPZIG FAIR 

e e e ROBERT WESTGATE 

THE appearance of the New China as an exhibitor of machine 
tools at the Leipzig Trade Fair held in the 700-year-old fair 

town in the German Democratic Republic from September 7 to 
17 gave tangible and impressive evidence that China's workers 
and tech ni cians arc exerting their tremendous energy and 
creative genius to transform their country into an advanced 
industria lized state. 

It was only the second occasion on which the Chinese 
Peopl e's Republic took part in the Leipzig Fair. For this 
reason, no doubt, even German enginee rs expressed surpri se that 
such great strides had been possible in the development of 
China's industry since 1949. 

The organizers of the fair had originally planned to housa 
the Chinese exhibit in considerably less space than ultimately 
proved necessa ry. I was told with what mild consternat ion and 
great delight it was learned that machinery was to be on show 
in the Chinese pavilion and how hurried arrangements had to 
be made to house China's 5,000 exhibits. Eventually they 
formed a magnificent display covering more than 3,000 square 
meters of space in a fine newly erected hall. Among fore ign ex­
hi bitors on ly the Soviet Union had a larger area in which to 
display its huge range of products. 

In the first four days alone over 200,000 visitors from more 
than 30 countries thronged through the Chinese hall viewing 
with interest a multitude of industrial and agricultural goods­
lathes and milling machines, a pneumatic hammer and a coal 
cutter, soya beans and rice, asbestos and silk, tea and furs. 
Buyers and interested spectators, many of them gaining their 
first glimpse of China 's rich resources, came from practically 
every country in Europe, from Asia, the Middle East and 
America. 
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A new electric test ing guage for measuring 
humidity in grain is demonstrated by the inventor, Pang 
Ping-lien of the state China Foodstuffs Corporation. 

The machine too ls dominated the di splay. The largest unit 
was a 2u-ton machine for turning wheels . "I am astonished to 
see it here," an experienced German engineer told me, adchng, 
"I am certain it will not he very long before the Ch_1nese over­
come the difficulties involved in putt ing it into quantity prcxluc­
tion." Altoge th er there were over 80 machines on show, m~ny 
of them date -stamped "1%2", and they included metal working 
lathes, grinding, boring and milling machin es , milling cutters, 
a portable compressor , a transformer 30 feet high, electnc 
motors, generators and tex til e machines, products of state 
factories in Northeast a nd East China. 

The textil e machines on show were of special interest in 
view of plans lo put them into serial production anrl mee t the 
growing needs of the expanding tex tile_ industry., A 400-spindle 
ring spinning machine was first made Ill 1950. 'lhe bas is of the 
design was Japanese but many improved parts were added by 
Chinese technicians. ·A carding machine and a fly machme both 
incorporated . features of Engli sh originals. 

Engineers in neat blue drill overalls demonstrated many of 
the machines to interested audiences , and 20-year-ol~ model 
worker Hsiang Feng-chi, who operated the rmg spm, was 
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certainly the most photographed girl of the fair. Most sought­
after pictu re was one showi ng her signi ng an autograph for 
smi ling L'l-lunw nil 1' correspondent Rosa Mi che l. 

The array of consumer g-oods, foodst uffs, prnducls of lig ht 
industry and min erals and indu strial ra111 111aterials se r ved to 
show the ri chn ess of China's re,;ources and the stPps be in g taken 
to exploit them for the benefit of he r people. 13i c_vc lcs , the rmos 
flasks, fountain pen ~, cl ocks, rad io!-i, clL•ctr ic app li ances, a 
gramophone and numerous mus ical in struments (including a 
piano) , carpets, beaut ifu l s ilks and brocad<·s , laboratory g lass­
ware, news print, toys , lircs and a multitude ol' ti nned rood s were 
dear evidence of the pros perity t hat has come lo al l those who 
manufacture the goods t hat con t ribute to a ri sing standard of 
living. The new abundance which last April made poss ible price 
reductions in China aff<·cling more than 10,011 0 commod ities of 
daily use was refl ected in the crowded show cases in the hall. 

A s triking indi cation that the re wilJ be a growing volume 
of trade between Chin a and the Peop le's Democrnc ics Was th e 
way in which Chi nese g-oods pu t on sa le in a state store in 
Leipzig were eagt>rl y snap ped up. Within three days of the 
fair' s opening. 80 percent of the s ilks, satin s, and woolens 
offered to the public had been purchased. F oreig n vi s itor s from 
Weste rn Europe were impressed by the quality of the products 
and the low prices al which they were offered. Cigarettes were 

Shanghai's first mPchanizC'd foundry was established 
on October I by workers and t<'chnician3 of the state· 
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especially popular and, like the fine tinned foods, were a virtually 
permanent cause of queues among shoppers. 

About 60 visitors from Britain attended the fair and all of 
them took advantage of the opportunity to see the New China's 
shop window. Those to whom I spoke admitted that the Chinese 
people's progress since liberation was little short of miraculous. 
"Having known the old China I would not have thought it 
possib le," one of them told me. It would be a dangerous fallacy, 
he added, to argue that as China was now beginning to make so 
many products of both light and heavy industry which she 
formerly imported, the scope for trade with countries like Bri­
tain had been narre>wed. 

"The very reverse is the case," he said. " I am firmly con­
vinced from what I have seen here of Chi na's progreO's that the 
opportunities for trade between Britain and China are greater 
than ever before. Development of the most spectacular kind 
has taken the place of s tagnation and primitivene5s and this 
means demands on a scale that could not have been dreamt of 
a decade ago. Moreover, it is clear that China is now in a better 
position than ever before lo produce those raw materials and 
other products in which Britain has been traditionally in­
terested." 

Similarly bright prospects for the future of Sino-British 
trade were outlined by Mr. C. L. Sun, of the Chinese delegation. 
"Business will definitely continue between Britain and China,'' 
he sa id. "Since the Moscow Economic Conference much bus iness 
has been done with Britain and very good connections have been 
established. 

"In China the standard of livin5 o r nearly 500,000,000 peo­
ple is rising and they have more money to spend on such things 
as cotton and woolen piece goods. Although China 's own pro­
duction can satisfy part of the demand, business in these Jines 
will continue with Britain. We are always in terested in doing 
bus iness based on supply and demand, mutual benefit and 
equality." Mr. Sun emphasized that wh ile China w·ould always 
welcome newcomers in the field of trade with Britain, there 
would be no discrimination against any trader. 

In brief, China's participation in the Leipzig Fair, like that 
of the Soviet Union and all the People's Democracies, was pre­
cisely a demonstration of the desire to trade with all peoples , a 
proof of their firm conviction that the maximum exchange of 
goods between all countries is an important contribution to peace 
and the way to better living standards for all nations. 

~20 China Monthly Review 

Letter from Wuhan 

WUHA~ . a group nf fl\·e 
cities on the Yangtze, of 

v.hi ch Hankow is th e be't 
known, is central China's in ­
dustrial and comme rcial ce n­
te r. l!nder the Ku om intang 
regime, the exploited inhabi t ­
ants of Wuhan ca ll ed the rit)' 
a "wine pres3" bc>c· a u ~e of the 
n ever-cn din r. cxaet ions by 
J<MT offici a ls und er the name 
of ptaxe<' and "('ontrib 11 -
tion s .·· 

Most of th e money till" 
cullecteci simp ly went into the 
rockets of K MT officia ls, and 
it na t urall v follo"·ed t11:1t 
st reets rcm~{incd un pa ,·cd r11~ d 
beca me mucidv t roughs. while 
J'ubbish heap ~ g rew i'.1 the 
come" o f the la nes. Th ere 
were few b u ~PS or pulJli c: 
lavatories. a r. d the latter ,_·e r e 
ill -kept and fil t hy. The work­
erf.:, wh o create d th e w ea lth 
stolen by the ir ove rlords, 
c1 ouched in sq ualirl hute, con­
stant ly menaced by hunger . 
cold and di sease. 

On th e pretext of observing 
the "sac red national law~/ ' 

people were forbid~c n to di s­
cuss politics, to criticize gov­
ernment officia lf.:, or even to 
s truggle for their li velihood . 
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Liu Chen-ray 

The J ..:~IT gang constantly in­
e rea ~ed it ~ atroc i t i t· ~. in order 
to break down the will of the 
people s(;·uggl ing for eman ­
{'ipat ion . 

lllegal , secre t arrcsL' multi­
pli ed ; "·orkers, merchants, 
p ro fe;.;~ors and fo:. lu<lenls dis­
ap peared f :·nm their jobs and 
fa mili e:-: , \\TH' cru ell y tortur-
1'.'d then sentenced lo death 
on° trumped-up charges. A 
vivirl example of rul e by ter­
n 11· was the ''June 1 Inc ident" 
(I 0 41) a t Wuhan University, 
"hen three students were 
shot to death by dum-dum 
l,u ll ets, many othc:·s wounded 
n11 d anested, a nd senior pro­
fessors were impriso ned. Just 
before the K~!T fl ed from 
the city they malicious ly 
wrecked riverfront pontoons, 
bridges, the main north­
sn ulh railwa;-, and planned to 
carr;- off the machinery and 
Y«rn of the biggest cotton 
mill in Wuhan , but the work­
e rs' ''Factory Protection 
Movement" fru strated the 
plan. 

Q N May 16, 1949 , when the 
PLA liberated Wuhan, the 

ctrcets were filled with peo­
ple who welcomed their own 

521 

I 

1. 
I 



troops in relief and joy. That 
unforgettable day will long 
live in everyone's memory. 

Having long been subjected 
to the influence of malicious 
KMT rumors, some feared 
that the new authorities would 
declare "common possession" 

of wives and property. But 
time has proved the absurdity 
of these fears; and those who 
doubted now re~lize that the 
present government is really 
of and for the people. 

In order to re-establish com­
munications between Peking 

i-----------~----------------------~--

and Canton, the railway corps 
of the PLA immediately be­
gan emergency r epairs to the 
line, with the cooperation of 
the railway workers. The line 
to Peking was restored by the 
end of 1949, and the line 
Eouth to Canton shortly after-

--------------------~ I 
1 THE NEW HANKOW UNION HOSPITAL I 

I 
I 
I 
I I TO any one 1·eturning to According to the new con-

Hankow after a two years' st ruction program, work was 
absence, the new Hankow begun on dormitories for doc-
Union Hospital might seem a tors, nurses, other staff mem-
miratle. The old missionary- bers and workers, a dining 
run Union Hospital is gone hall , and a new ward. Today, 
forever. the hosp ita l has 500 beds and 

It was a small ins titution , the goal of treating 2,000 out. 
where the foreigners and patients a day has been 
wealthy were expens ively attained. 
t1·eated. If patients had no Soon after the two hosp i-
money, emergency case or not, tals were combined, ·gov-
they were frequently left out- ernment workers led a hospi· 
s ide the door. ta! r eform movement, during 

After li be rati on , the hosp i- which eve r yone closely scan-
t a l was judged not qualified ned his personal hi story, the 
to meet the demands of the defects in his old ways of 
people, and the government thinking and attit url es toward 
made plans tc reform and ex· the pati e nts . As a r esul t, 
pand it. The plan called for many found a great deal to 
a combination of the Union criticize in themselves and 
Hospital and the Wuhan Uni- strove to adopt a new outlook. 
versity Hospita l in Wuchang. At the same time, a detail ed 
At first thi s met with investiga tion of hospital pro-
objections, but affer a series perty was carried out, which 

I of study conferences, these resulted in the unearthing of 
objections were overcome, and hundreds of medical instru· 
the two institutions merged on ments and other supplies. 

LJ.un:~~------_:~~:~~g~~~ 
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when the hospital was 
the foreign mi ss ions. 

run by I 
Du r ing the more recen t 

"San Fan" n1ovement, those 
"·ho had stolen large amo un ts 
of hospita l properly were 
caught, and waste and ourea11-
ciacy were checked. A care­
ful investigation of accidents 
lo patients as a r esult 0f 
wrong or ca reless treatment 
was of great value in educat­
ing the staff, who criticized 
their mistakes in treatment, 
bad manner s to patients, and 
ot her fault s, and pledged 
t~emselves to work more d ili­
gently and carefully. As a 
further step in improving th e 
work, many suggestions made 
ty patients were adopted. 

In these ways, in the spirit 
of wholeheartedly se rv ing 
the patients' needs and of 
constantly improving its work, 
the sta ff of the new Hankow 
Union H osp ital is determined 
to fulfill its task of serving 
the people. 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

l 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 

----------~ 
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ward. 

As in the rest of China, the 
people of Wuhan have enthu­
siastically taken part in the 
various patriotic movements. 
During the " Resist America, 
Aid Korea" movement they 
contributed nearly Yl00,000,-
000,000; thc usn nds of youths 
volunteered for milita1·y train­
ing, with their parents' con­
se nt; and women organized 
themselves to make clothes 
and shoes for the volunteers. 
E,·eryone is s upporting the 
" Increase Production Cam­
paign ," kno\\'ing that in this 
\\·ay the nation can defend it­
self and peace can be saved. 

The "Suppression of Coun­
ter-Re,·olutionary Elements" 
Ir·ovement began in the spring 
of 195 1. After liberation, 
many underground groups of 
J, MT thugs were di scovered; 
they had bepn left behind to 
create socia l unrest a nd carry 
on \\'recking activities. When 
a fire burned do\\'n more than 
2,000 buildings and r e nder ed 
10,000 homeless, investigation 
showed that it was arson. 
plotted by the KMT under­
ground . 

Since liberation, the peo­
ple's government had follow­
ed a policy of leniency in 
dealing with such KMT 
agents, who were called upon 
to confess their crimes and 
cease their anti-social activi­
ties. However, many refused 
to change their ways, and 
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most of these were apprehend­
ed during the movement. 
Leniency was still shown 
minor offenders and those 
who voluntarily confessed; 
however, a small number of 
ringleaders were severely 
dealt with. 

Encouraged by the 
government, t he workers 
carried out a "Democra­
tic Reform" movement, 
a s truggle against the 

A LONG with these move-
ments, the people have 

taken an active part in the 
peace campaign. More than 
!13 percent signed the Stock­
holm Appeal, and hundreds of 
thou sands paraded in a de­
mon stration against America's 

remilitarization of Japa n. 

feudal bosses who had •m~3""­
explo ited them for so 

During the past three 
yea rs, the Bureau of 
Culture and Education 
has devoted great efforts 
to enr ich cu lture and 
improve eduction. The 
two famous films, "White 
Haired Girl" and "Resist 
America and Aid Ko­
rea," were screened 
l ,23 0 times, lo a total 

long. One of the most 
notorious gangsters, 
Yang Chin-shan, was 
shot as a result of the 
record of cruelty and 
oppression the workers prov­
ed again st him. They now re­
ceive full wages, in stead of 
half or more going in to the 
pockets of racketeers. 

New succe~ses have since 
been achiever! on the pro•luc­
tion front, with the workers 
energetically exploring new 
methods to inneasc out put 
and practice economy. l\c\\" 
prod'-lction records are con­
stantly being set, and com­
modity prices have been l'lw­
ered by a n average of 11 
percent. The "Increase Pro­
duction" and '"Practice Econ­
omy" movements have been 
instrument.ti in providing the 
basis for the forthcoming 
national economic plann ing. 
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~ udience of nearly 200,000, 
whi le ex hibitions of the cu l­
tu re and mate rial progress of 
Rumania and Czechoslovakia 
s trengthened our confidence 
in our future. Our own 
"Native Products Interflow 
Exhibition" showed the inex­
haustible ri chness of our na­
tura l resources. The exhibits, 
which concretely set forth our 
wealth of manpo\\"er and na­
tural resources, helped to 
eradicate the erroneous idea 
that Ch ina is a poor and weak 
nation. 

The "Wu Fan Exhibition" 
di splayed ev idence of the at­
tacks carried on by unsc rupul­
ous businessmen agai nst the 
peop]e's regime; one saw rice 
mixed with sand , canned 
" beef" that was partl y horse-
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meat, medicines which were 
not up to specification, etc. 

The doors of schools now 
stand wide open to the chil­
dren of workers and farmers, 
and they are g iven priority in 
enrollment. Beginning thi s 
term, all students in national 
universities and technical 
schools are studying free c•f 
charge. 

MUCH has been done in the 
fi eld of municipal recnn­

~tructi on. The formerly dila­
pidated street:; have grad'-lally 
changed their appearance ; 
Liberation Street, for exam­
ple, 60 meters wide and 1,800 
meters long, is now paved 
with concrete and lined 
with trees. On the formerly 
abandoned Chinese Mer­
chants' Race Track new build­
ings of the Centra l and South 
China Tung Ch i llfodi ca! Col­
lege now sta nd; th e <.ol!ege 
has more than 300 students. 

There has been much con­
struction for pub lic health, in-

eluding 40 public lavatories 
and more than 13,000 meters 
of new sewage mains. Addi­
tions to the Union Hospital of 
Ha,,kow permit the accommo­
tldio.-, of more patients; hun­
dreds of quarantine centers 
were se t up to administer 
seasonal preventive injec­
tions; mobile corps make 
routine checks of city-wide 
sanitary conditions. Citizens 
have cleaned up their Jiving 
and bu siness premises, in­
doors and out, and mainten­
ance of cleanliness has been 
an important factor in the 
D bsence of epidemics. 

As a cu lminating point of 
three yea rs of rapid progress, 
on June 20 construction of the 
Ching River Deten tion Basin 
was fini shed, freeing millions 
of people in the area from 
the threat of yearly floods 
and ensuring bountiful crops. 
Wuhan work ers had a share 
in this victory over the Yang­
tze. 



BOOKS OF INTEREST 
YO BA NF Al (We Have a Way!), 

by Rewi A ff,,J,, foreword hy 
]osrph Nrrrll1r1m. P11b!i.r(1ed by 
China Monthly Rt'Vtrm, j lu1111!­
/1ai, r9;2. 19J Pf>, plates. 2./ 
pp, map. Price US$1.oo. Hrvu1v­
ed by W.13. 

RE\\'l Alley, from t he van-
lag·e point of hi s 25 yea rs 

in China. has wr it tc•n t he 
dramalic and rnoYin,g- s to ry o~ 
what th e new ~(' h l'lnt• ol 
lhing-s mean s to lhf' millions 
of JH.'a sants and workcl"s w ho 
Wt> l'e gro und down to lht• 
utmos t dept hs of poyp1·:y and 
dcgT ad a ti on d urin g- the two 
dc•c a<ll's of Chiang- J<ai -s lwk's 
rul P. II is b11ok is full 111' th e 
stuff of human experience, o f 
the long an d hiltvr struggle 
of till' people amon.t: whom he 
Ji ved a nti workc•d, u :-; tru .c-i..de 
ag-ain st gang 1-u'e . . terrible 
exp lo itati on and mi sery, a 
struggle w hi ch at las( bro ught 
tlw peop le of Chi na the l"' ' .' .' ­
b ili tv of creati ng- a decent lif e· 
for 'their fa111ilies. 

The author fought in the 
fir s t world war, g1·e"· to hale 
th e des( ruction and was te of 
hul11an life and va lues. II<; 
wo i·ked hi s way to S hanghai 
in l!J27, where he loeca111e chid 
fa etory in s pecto r, baltling fo r 
decent working conditi ons for 
the workers. 

In JD38 Rew i Alley beca111e 
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act ive in the or ganizat ion of 
Chin ese l ndus trial Coo pern­
ti v" units, in the nl te111pt to 
denlop s ma l I-sca le production 
wh ich would help res is t the 
.Japa1w c.; c in \·a sion. F or a lime 
t he l\uo111i11l;1ng gave at least 
l ip sc 1·, ·it e to the movement, 

but soon the l\1'IT t o rp edoed 
the United Front and intens1. 
fied it s persc·e ulion of all peo. 
plc's lllfl\'C.'!llc·nts . incl uding- the 
t·ooJll' r;ith·es . llt'wi A lley there­
;i ftc•r bt•t:1111e llw acti ng head­
m;i s t e r of the Sandan Bai lie 
School. wh,•rl' )'nu t !is from the 
Jlf'asu nt and ' ' ol'ki ng cla sses 
\\'<' r P trai11 Pd for industria l 
lt·adcrs h i JI. 

Tn tlw form of a diary 
wriltcn dur ing- th C' co urse of 
1ns 1, the• hook's empha sis is 
upnn th <' a lmost unbe lievable 
corrupt ion and c ru<'i ty of the 
Ku o111in lang and its gangster 
sat raps, abdtc•d by foreign 
political agents . t r;ders and 
m iss ionaries . Thi 8 is con-
t ra s led \\'ilh vivid gl impses of 
the new life the p0nple have 
now wnn for thf'm sclvcs, the 
frcc'<lom they no w ha ve to 
create a new \,hina. "The 
immccl intC' past, " says the 
nutho1· in hi s preface, ". · · is 
a somewhat biller s ubject. 
Yl't, for thC' avel'a .~c man and 
woman ou ts ide Ch ina , there is 
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need for a mo re thorough 
realization of what the old 
meant" in 01·der the better lo 
assess t he s trength and s igni­
ficance of lhe new. 

He tell s of the child work­
ers w'ho we re bought like so 
much callle and he rded into 
filthy s weats hops, where they 
were forced to lend machines 
14 hou rs a day . Thel'e was 
no ca re fur sa fe ty ; in one 
s uch hol e, 111ost of' tht• child­
ren, f ec<lin g- nll'tal parts into 
fll'<'sses, ha d los t a fin ger. 
When a chi ld had suffe r ed 
more than two such am pu ta ­
ti ons, he was ki cked into the 
stree t to s ta1·ve . . . 

Yet Shanghai had no 
monoply on disregard of 
the workers' welfare. The 
author traveled around the 
wol'id, looking into fac· 
tory conditions in 'the USA, 
England and elsewhere, find­
ing the came ha zards as those 
existing in Shanghai. 

La te!', during the height of 
the Japan ese invas ion, the 
author carried on a bitter and 
a t times di s hea rtening s truggle 
against th e Kuomintang, 
ll'y ing to organize production 
cnnperatives which would 
afford a li\'elihood to thou­
sands and create goods so 
des perntcly needed to carry on 
the war of res istance. But 
the KMT was too busy with 
il s. inte1·-cliquc s truggles for 
power, was too s us picious of 
anything which might weaken 
thei1· hold; and so th e coopera­
tive workers were removed 
from their jobs, imprisoned 
or shot. 

Girl s w er e also b!'ought to 
the city's 111ills in batches, 
rounded up by th e gangsters 
whose organizations, pl' olec led 
by both local and fo1·eign 
authority, weJ"e the rea l powe r 
in th e city. Often they l'e­
mained virtual prisoner·s in 
the mill s ; the on ly escape 
from long hou rs of drudgery 
was into prostitution, also 
controlled by the gangs. 

The foreigneJ"s, attracted to 
the S hang hai w'here the on ly 
watchword was profit, were 
as callous as Chinese factory 
owners r ega rding the welfare 
of the ir worker s. At the 
American-ownedShanghaiPow-
er Co111riany, wo rk e 1 ·~ in the 
coal bins wero frequently car. 
ried down t he chute and into 
the furnace. A s imple halter 
would have prevented such 
accidents, but nothing was don a 
about it. 

The wors t elements in the 
pattern of autocra tic rule 
es tabli shed by the KMT in 
S hang hai grew and streng­
thened during the Chungking 
clays. Rewi Alley describes the 
attempts of Chiang Kai-shek 
and hi s wife, with the aid of 
t heir A111erican and Nazi 
ad vise rs and the missionaries, 
to present a "democratic" 
front to the world, while the 
infamous secret police of Tai 
Li imprisoned, tortured and 
s hot any who dared to raise 
ques tions or try to make a 
better life. 
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Many more aspects of the 
sordid world of the KMT are 
described, including the traves­
ty of "relief," which, while 
thousands died miserably in 
famine and flood, was chiefly 
a means for the further en­
richment of the officia ls. 

The author gives the bl'ighl 
contras t between th~ old rotten 
world and the new that has 
begun te> ari se in the short 
time s ince the KMT \\·as 
swept away. He tdls of the 
swift development of coopera­
tives in the new Ch ina-no 
official ce>rruption, g reed and 
f ear to halt it now; the pa la­
tial homes of former officials, 
now turned into nurser ies, 
kindergartens and school s; the 
surge toward study; the Peo­
ple's Liberation Al'my, well 
fed clothed and taught, which 
tod~y's youth feels it an honor 
to join; the vast new conser · 
vancy projects, such as the 
Huai Ri ver Project. ... 

This book makes vivid the 
reality of change in China, 
which has affected all the 
people, "a thing vastly more 
important than the develop­
ment of any kine! of new 
bomb." The change is for the 
peaceful building of a new 
and better way of living for 
a]] the people. 

Mo!'e space might have been 
given te> the achieve ments of 
the present; and it is hoped 
that Rewi Alley will do them 
full justice in hi s next book. 
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CHINA ST ANDS UP by R. K. 
Karanjia, People's Publishing 
House Ltd .. Bombay, 19.12, 264 
pages. Price £ - / 12/ 6. Reviewed 
by]. s. 

"CHINA Stands Up" is a 
newspaperman's report e>n 

people's China. It is also the 
reflections of a man who came 
to new China and was li terally 
overwhelmed by what he saw 
and expe rienced. 

The author, editor-in-ch ief 
of the Bombay newsweekly 
Blitz, was a member of the 
first Indian Cultural Miss ion 
which visited China in Octo­
ber 1951. In hi s more than 
one month 's visit to China, 
Mr. Karanjia saw many 
places, spoke to a ll kinds of 
peopl e and officia ls, and based 
on thi s first-hand information 
he has wr itten a short and 
concise volume• desc ribing the 
great changes which have 
come to th e one-time "Sick 
Man of Asia." 

Mr. Karanjia sums up the 
great changes and develop­
ments which have taken place 
in China in the last three 
yea rs. Beginning with a 
short introduction to contem­
porary China by describing 
the 19th century domination 
by Western imperialism bent 
on carving up China, the 
a uthe>r gives an insight into 
the role of the foreign inter­
ventie>nists working in cahoots 
with the te>ttering rulers. 
He>wever, the major portion of 
"China Stands Up" is a report 
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of his own observations in 
China, beginning with the 
author's train trip from Can­
ton te> Peking for the October 
1 National Day celebration. 

Although it has been chiefly 
written fo r an Indian public, 
a public which is casting eve r­
growing friendly eyes on 
Asia's first big peopl e's de­
me>cracy, "China Stands Up" 
is a book which contains valu­
able information for Weste rn 
readers. For the author. in 
addition to reporting on new 
China, has add ed th e feelings 
of an Asian towards a China 
which has brok en the s trnn­
glehold of the same trio which 
today threatens hi s own coun. 
try, India: f euda l ism, do­
mes tic reaction and fo re ign 
in1periali s111. The author 
r.as done more than jusu 
a reportori a l job; in many 
instances where he writes of 
the gigantic sweep a nd achieve­
ments of the Chin ese r evolu­
tion he is reflecti!1g- the im­
press ions and thoughts of 
millions in the Far East now 
looking to China as a beacon 
of hope. 

Mr. Karanji a must be com­
plimented for the manner in 
which he has not hes itated to 
r efute through pe rsonal obser­
vation and factual interpreta­

.tion some of the larger canards 
which have been spread about 
new China. Such myths as 
tlslave labor,'' "mass execu. 
tions," "extermination of the 
middle class" all are picked 
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up and flung back at their 
originators for what they are 
-outright lies spread by the 
enemies of new China. For 
example, writing on the "San 
Fan and Wu Fan" movement 
wh ich, according to Western 
press p undits. was intended to 
eliminate pri vate businessmen, 
the author says: 

"The victorious r evolution­
ists had only to say the word 
and all private enterprise 
would have ceased te> be. In 
fact, it had become nearly 
ext inct during the last years 
of the Kuomintang regime, 
caught and crusher! as it was 
between the rampage of the 
foreign imperiali sts and native 
compradores. Far from seek­
ing to eliminate the bour­
geoisie, Mao did everything 
possible to rehabilitate them 
and put them back on their 
feet as a vital unit in the com­
mon light for production." 

Mr. Karanjia has seen new 
Ch in a and he has given hi s 
r eader an idea of why it came 
about it, what it is and why 
the Chinese people a re whole­
heartedly in support e>f it. 
He has talked with workers, 
peasants, newly-liberated wo. 
men and revolutionary heroes 
and heroin es. He has talked 
with intellectuals and with 
businessmen. He knows what 
the old China was like and he 
has seen the new and so he is 
able te> give facts and figures 
pointing up the great differ­
ence between the two. 

529 



Not only does the author 
give his reader some idea qf 
the vast material progress 
which has been made in China 
in less tlian three years of 
liberation-more than was ac­
complished in the prev ious 
three decades-but he has 
been able to catch some of the 
feeling, the vitali ty , the new 
spirit which has swept across 
a ll China. 

But Mr. Karanjia fails to 
grasp the full international 
aspect of the revolution which 
has liberated China. Instead, 
throughout the book runs a 
fine thread of Pan-As iani sm, 
which cons iderably narrows 
the scope of the Chinese l'e­
volution and its inAucnce all 
over the wor ld. Mr . Karanjia 
seems to forget that ,·i tal as 
Asia's role may be in the gen­
eral people's liberation move· 
rr.ents now taking pl::tce, it is 
still on ly part of the whole. 

The autho r has done a fine 
job of selecting and presenting 
the major changes and trends 
in new China. However, it 
seems to thi s reviewer that he 
could have devoted some space 
to the solv ing of the national 
minority question which has 
been of great importance in 
China. This is particula rly 
so since India is a country 
with just such a problem. 

JT is evident that hi s visit to 
China made a great impres­

s ion on the author. He had 
expected changes but the 
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scale of these changes was 
much greater than he had 
anticipated. Perhaps for this 
reason Mr. Karanjia, on occa­
s ion prone to burst into un­
bounded enthus iasm, has com­
mitted a few minor errors of 
fact s uch as placing the editor 
of thi s magazine and his wife 
in Peking during the October 
l, 1951, celebration when they 
were not there. This point is 
mentioned not because it in 
any way dimini shes the value 
of the volume but because it 
gives the criti cs of new China 
a morsel to pounce upon and 
blow up out of all proportion. 

The Rcd-baiLers no doubt 
will di smi ss "China Stands 
Up'' as "Red propaganda" 
and its a uthor as a 
"Red." This is not true. Mr. 
K a ranjia is a r epo rtc1· who, 
judged from thi s work, has 
eyes and consiclera ble sen­
s it iveness. For this r eason 
hi s book is a valuable com­
bination of fact and feeling 
concerning the great events 
taking place her e. 

China Monthly Review 

Report to Readers 

LAST month we noted that we'd been nearl y four years 
without a vacation and were at long· last planning 

to get a littl e time off. At that point we were fee ling 
rather sorry for ourselves , complaining that we were 
getting " stale" and needed a chance to look at something 
besides each other's face el'ery day. 

The holiday is about over but we arc •ti ll feeling 
sorry for ourse lves . Now, however , it's not because 
we're stale 01- in need of a change of scenery ; rather it's 
because we have on ly 128 pages in this iss uP to cram 
everyth ing into. Our two-man-and-One-woman editorial 
staff has been in at least s ix different directions and each 
is fully convinced that it will take the whole issue just 
to say his piece. 

The first few weeks were spent in Peking where we 
attended the Asian and Pacific Reg ions Peace Conference . 
This was a great expe1;ence for us all. Not only were 
we fortunate in being able to cover such an important and 
newsworthy event, but we lea rned a Jot. It was an 
ed ucat ion in honest democracy and demonstrated clearly 
what people of good will arc capable of accomplishing, 
no matter \\lhat country or walk of life they may come 
from. Talking with delegates from some 40 countries 
gave us a chance to broaden our pers pective and also 
brought home just how "big" a thing is peace. There's 
no d oubt but what it is the universal rallying cry fo r all 
humankind. 

• 
AFTER the conference was over, one editoc· returned 

to Shanghai to get t hi s issue in shape, making a 
brief stop-over in Tientsin on the way down. The other 
two stayed on in Peking for a week, intcrvi~wing model 
workers, professors, editors, lak ing in the sights and 
lining up articles for future issues. 

--------------------·--------
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We then split up, with one go ing to the Northeast 
1<nd the other returning to Shanghai w'ith stopovers in 
~anking and a side trip to the Iluai River. 

While we can no longer complain of being tired of 
looking at each other, we'll probably have other "issues" 
arisinr: out of the vacation. As might be expected, our 
two ,;,ale editors voted themselves the longest trips, 
leaving our one woman ed itor the job of returning to 
Shanghai first and cleaning things up, getting the copy 
together, laying out the issue, reading proof and so on. 

JT is difficult to say r ight now just what _part of the 
trip we got the most out of. Everything was of 

interest, not a day nor an hour was dull. The 500 year­
cld bronze astronom y instrnments at Nanking's weather 
observatory which a1·e sufficiently accurate to be of use 
today if needed, the 60,000 men working on the huge Sun 
Ho Sluice Gate in north Kiangsu who are win ning the 
battle against the Huai River, the first rate performance 
of the municipal drama ti·oupe in little Yangchow, a town 
well off the beaten path and long known to the rest of 
China mainly for the variety and excellence of its 
dumplings (which arc still beyond desc r ipt ion)-all were 
impressive. 

But certainly most impressive of all are the people. 
No matter where we went, the people made themselves 
hea rd and felt. From the wrinkled old peasa nts down 
to the red-kerchiefed young pionee rs, the people greeted 
the touring peace conference delegates with cheers and 
applause. At every whistle stop, t he people were on hand, 
'm iling and waving, often pressing bunches of flowers 
into the d e l egate~ · hand s. Even passing through the 
countryside peasants nea r enough to the train to dis­
tinguish tbe foreign faces in the windows would wave 
their hats or clap their hands as the train went by. 
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The reception became even more enthusiastic during 

the tour of the Huai River conservancy projects in north 
Kiangsu. Traveling more slowly by car and boat, t he 
delegates were readily recognizable and it is no exaggera­
tion to say that in places like Yangchow eve ry man, woman 
and child who could walk lined the s idewa lks in welcome 
as the long moto rcade drove into town. 

All the delegates-and we, too,-we 1·e imprcs,ed by 
the obviously genuine enthusiasm with which the peop le 
greeted the tou ring visitors from abroad, talked spi ritedly 
of their new life since Chiang Kai-shck "s government was 
chased out, described in glowing term" the e\·cn better life 
that would be theirs when the many great construction 
projects such as the harness ing cf the Huai River were 
completed. 

• * * 
IF any delegates ha cl reservations about how the people 

f elt, none had any doubt,; after touring the towns 
and vil lages a nd construction projects of north Kiangsu. 
H ere they got right down among the peop le. On the 
San Ho Sluice Gate project a nd at another construction 
site where a ship lock is bei ng bui lt into the anc ient 
Grand Canal, the delegates pi led out of their cars and 
hiked all over the place, shaking hands and ta:king with 
literally tens of thousands of peasants who were doing 
the preliminary excavation work. 

Virtually every conceiYable quest ion was fi1·ed at the 
workers: "Did yo u come here of your own free will?", 
",How much are you paid? ''; "Can you quit whenever you 
want?" And dozens more of the same nature. And 
sometimes the roles Were changed, with the delegates 
themselves a nswe ring the workers' questions: "How is 
th e peace mo,·ement p1·ogress ing in your country?"; "Tell 
the American mothers that I would hate to see my two 
sons meet their sons on the ba ttl efie ld. " 

Thus it went as the delegates traveled a zig-zag path 
by car and boat for some 500 kilometers through the mid-

-----------------------------------------------------
Nov .. Oec. 1952 

533 



-~--~---~--------------.. 
Report to Readers . . . . 
section of the Huai River const ruct ion a rea. 

A ND there was ~I iss Tseng Chao-yueh, vice-director of 
th e Nanking Museum, who gave the delegates n 

running commentary on Chinese hi story, its high points, 
the periods of greatest development and all the whys a nd 
wherefores as she l ed them throug h the dozen or so large 
rooms already compl eted and fill ed with Chinese cultural 
r elics dating from a ro und 3,000 B. C. to the present. 

She and the museum were both examples of the con­
trast betw~en t he new and the old Chin a. When Chiang 
Kai·shek ruled in Na nking, t he museum was prett y much 
of a paper affair, the bui ldings were onl y foundations, the 
collecting was s low and uncerta in, while Miss T seng was 
an ordinary staff worker without hope for advancement 
in the great bureaucrati c morass that was the mu seum 
pork bane!. 

Today the central building has bePn nearly completed, 
a couple of smaller wings ha ve hee n bu ilt, a fi rst rate 
collection assembled and put on d is pla,· and teams di s­
patched throughout East China to s uper vi se u;cavation 
work on a number of s it es . For Pxample, the staff has 
been particularly 'busy s ince the construction work on the 
Huai Ri ver began as it is r epealecll y call ed upon t0 send 
teams to this or that spot to ex amin e reli cs uncovered as 
work on the canal s and main insta lla t ions prog resses. 

THERE'S much more to r epor t, but it'll have to wa it 
for next month. Our ed itor who went to the North­

east is still reporlif!g from the road so hi s f ull s tory i s 
yet to come, while the other two, havi ng discovered that 
we're not as indispensable as we thought, are already 
planning new trips for the future and hope to get ~t least 
one in before the January issue is out. 

---------·-----·-
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