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~~-~--------~-
LETTERS 
From the People 
Commenb from readers on current 

topics ..,.., cordially invited: theil" 
opinions, however. do not necessarily 
reprewen.t the views of the China 
Monthl11 Review. 

·----------
LAND REFORM 
To the Editor: 

Recently I, with other sludeil'ts, in 
accordance with the plan of the East 
China Ministry of Education, went to 
take part in agrarian reform in North 
Anhwei. The district to which our 
group was assigned was " Five Rivers" 
where, owing to the good organization 
of our experienced leadership, land. 
reform was successfully carried out 
after 30 days of hard work. 

To a student such as myself, of the 
bourgeois class, the experiences of 
those 30 days were unforgettable, nd 
through them I realized for the first 
time the truth of Chairman Mao's 
saying, "The intellectuals can accom­
plish nothing if they will not render 
service or make close contact with the 
workers and peasants." 

Because of previous frequent over­
flow of the Huai River and its tribu­
taries, the living standard in Five 
Rivers Hsien was lower than that of 
other provinces; so low, indeed, that 
numbers had left the area and drifted 
into Shanghai as refugees. Now after 
planned relief from the people's gov­
ernment followed by land reform, 
e\leryone has a roof over his head, 
warm clothing, arable land and farming 
equipment allocated to him. Those 
who in the past were so cruelly oppres-
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ml by landlords and officials as to 
become beggars are becoming the new 
masters of their village. Had it not 
been for their intelligent cooperation 
with us and hard and willing work, the 
realization of land reform would havt 
been impossible. The contrast between 
their past degradation and present 
class-consciousness was so striking that 
I was reminded of the words of one of 
our modern dramatists: "The past 
epoch made people into beasts and 
devi Is, but the new epoch makes every 
man master of himself." 

LEE RHUI JOEN 
Shanghai 
January 8, 1952. 

CHINA'S ATHLETES 
To the Editor: 

Our entire region held a two-day 
athletic meeting al the beginning of 
December. 

During the various matches all the 
teams played their best. Even in the 
long 1,500-meter race ·all who entered 
exerted themselves to the utmost, with 
even those at the end finishing the 
race. After the race the winners and 
losers shd9k hands and pledged to help 
each other and improve their running 
lime. This was a great contrast to 
athletic meets in the KMT days when 
often the defeated ones and the 
winners would get into lights. 

YEN CHOW-NAN 
Chungking 
January 12, 1952. 

FEUDAL DUNGEQ_N 
To the Editor: 

Since libfrJt io n mJny strange storie~ 
hJve been uncovered. This story of 
the town of An-ren, of Ta Shi Hsien, 
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about 200 Ii from Cheng tu, is pct haps 
no less strange than others. 

The Tien family was _one of the 
richest of this province, owning about 
half a million mou of land in their 
district of Ta Shi Hsien and its en­
virons. They had many serfs whom 
they treated very cruelly. 

They had two dungeons, one called 
the " dry" prison and the other the 
"wet" prison. 

If one of the serfs fell behind with 
his tribute or exhibited any signs of 
rebellion, his incarcerat ion in one of 
these dungeons would be ordered . He 
would be bound in a standing position 
so tightly that he could not move, and 
after a few days without food or drink 
woul1 usually die. ' 

Some hundreds of people had perished 
in this way, none knowing what had 
become of them until with the libera­
tion, last year, of the town of An 
Ren Cheng, the people's accusa tions 
led lo the discovery of these under­
ground death -chambers. 

Cheng tu 
YANG PEI -HUA NG 

Jan~ary 15, 1952. 
/ 

KAIFENG CARRIERS 
To the Editor : 

. The carriers of Kaifeng are putt ing 
into practice the new democrat ic 
reforms and have broken the power of 
the despotic, f ~ udal bosses. They all 
know tha,t in new China no person 
dares lo exploit or oppress them. 

Under the leadership of the labor 
union, the former unjust and unreason­
able wage system has been abolished 
and the workers themselves have set 
up a 11ew sys tem for 1 C'Cord111'J 1 hri 1· 
%1• They 11.ive J lso """'' ;iwJy with 
lhe olcl c11; to111 whereby CJCh Celt riers ' 
learn had a team-boss' who claimed 
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""' t of the earnings though he did no 
work . Almost all the carriers attend 
the new night-schools, and each team 
subscribes through the union to 16 
copies of the Central-South China 
Workers' Dailf. 

With the end of exploitation, even 
those carriers thought lazy in the past 
have become di Ii gent. "Carry more 
and walk faster! " has become the 
slogan. The production plan which 
the carriers adopted as part of their 
patriotic compact stipulates that each 
man pulls 500 catties of goods per 
load, but everywhere this plan is being 
overfulfilled. In the station district 
for example, one popular carrier trans '. 
ports 1,200 catties each load, while 
Fu Tu -heng and Kuo Sien have broken 
their former records by each pulling 
1,650 catties per load. An average 
of 900 catties per load is now being 
pulled by each carrier. 

The carriers' earnings have increased 
by 200 percent, i.e., froll] ¥5,000 to 
Yl5,000 per day, which has meant a 
great improvement in the standard of 
lrvinq Four-fifths of the carriffi of 
the 4th sub -team have started to eat 
wheat Oour instead of millet, and are 
Jblc lo buy themselves better equip ­
ment. 

Commenting on the new democratic 
reforms, one carrier said, "Who in the 
past could afford to buy a cart with 
new pneumatic tires? And now, where 
do you see any one pulling carts with 
old ones ?" 

1<aifeng, Honan 
January 9, 1952. 

S. C. CHANG 

POLITICAL STUDY 
To lhr rclilor : 

The rollege te:ichers· politicJ I •ludy 
111ov('m e11t, which aims at the trans ­
formation of ideology ~ml the improve-
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ment of higher education, has been 
spread among the teachers of colleges 
in Peking and Tientsin since last 
October with satisfactory results . 

After a month's stu ~y teachers over­
- '""\. came, for the fi r st t ime, the traditional 

~ception " to save face", which had 
prevented them from acknowledging 
their mistakes and had held back the ir 
progress. 

!--------------. NATIONAL I 
! GUARDIAN, ! 
I For reade rs in China who wish : 
1 to keep abreast of develop- I 
I ments in America, the National I 

I 
Guardian may be ordered I 
through the China Monthl11 I 
Review - for ll7 5,000 a year, I 
postage included. J 

-------------------
,-------------------1 
I THE REVIEW 'S 1 
1 ENG LIS H LESSO NS I 
I A COLLECTION of 20 English l 

Lessons, originally appearing 
in the China Weekly Review, I 
now published in pamphlet form. I 
Covering a wide variety of sub - l 
jecls, the Engl ish Lessons are I 

I particularly useful to those who I 
l want to learn modern idiomatic 1 

Engl ish by the self-taught method. I I Obtainable at the China I 
I Monthly R eview, 160 Yenan I 

1 Road, Shanghai C ..t. i1t J! * * I 
I •-'>'; 0 it.~ lb f<. 1f fldl) I 

ll2,500 per copy, includin_g I I .postage. Discount of 20 pen:ent I I for group purchases of 20 copies I 
1 

or more. I 

; ... ------------------- ~ 
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Now, through utilizing t he weapon 
of " criticism and self-crit icism," they 
are clearing up their own and others' 
fau lty thinking . For instanct, i t was 
revealed that some regarded leaching 
as a " superior" profession, something 
qu ite apart from politics, for wh ich no 
ideological training was needed. Others­
took the view that their goal should 
be pure technical sk i ll, and also turned 
a deaf ear to pol i tics. Others again 
considered that to teach well was their 
on ly duty. 

In Pek ing University, as in others, 
responsible col lege heads like Ma Yin­
chu, presi.dent of the school, set an 
example to other teachers and helped 
to enlighten and mobil ize them by 
taking the lead in self-criticism. A 
basic question discussed was " Whom 
should we serve?" and discussion of 
this and related questions cleared the 
way for the resolution that all .should 
serve the people wholeheartedly. 

Tientsin, China 
January 10, 1952. 

JEAN SOONG 

CALL TO POW,S 
-To the ~or: 

I hope you wi ll publish the following 
Open Letter to American and All ied 
Pr isoners of War in Korea : 
Dear Frrends: 

In writ ing to you first let me 
in troduce myself . I am a student of 
the Northwestern University of China. 
Having learned only a li ttle Engl ish 
I cannot express my ideas very wel l, 
but I shal I do my best. 

I bel ieve that you, the common 
soldiers, are peace- loving people, and 
all peace -loving people are our friends. 

In this world i t is only a handful of 
exploiters and imper iali sts who want 

(Co11 l in11ecl m1 Png ~ 2l6) 
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The Month in Review 
E;:tortion Racket 

Thought Reform 

£ X f 0 r f j CYntt. fOR the paRt several 
month R the Western 

Racket Exposed press has been devoting 
considerable space to 
what it called the "Red 

Extortion Racket." First appearing in the United 
States llJl.d rapidly spreading to Canada, Australia and 
other countries with large overseas Chine::;e populations, 
these Rtories claimed that Chine~ abroad were receiv­
ing urgent appeals for funds from thei r r elatives in 
China who had "run afoul of the Communist authoritieR" 
anrl had to "pay off" to escape reprisalR. 

Such stQries were frequently ' 'documented" with 
statements by ATarious o erseas Chinese telling they 
had received a letter or cable from ::;ome r elative in 
China pleading for money so that he might escape im­
prisonment or even death. 

In each country the pattern was usually the same. 
First, a number of such stories would appear in the 
press. Next, various government officials would ex­
press their "concern" over t)1e matter. Finally, in the 
United States where the stories first made their appear­
ance, the government announced that in order to "pro­
tect" Chinese in America, it was tightening up regula-
tions restricting the sending of money to China. ,... 

From the beginning, it was obvious to us here in 
China that this was another piece in the overall cam­
paign to smeaJ\l the new people's China. In the first 
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place, you don't "run afoul" of the authorities today 
unless you break the lav1, and if you break the law, it 
i3 impossible to bribe your way oui. The official shake­
down and Lhe "st1ucezc" left China at exactly the same 
time as did Chiang Kai-shek and his corrupt Kuomin­
tang bureaucrats. 

While it was immediately apparent that the "ex­
tortion racket" was phony, we were puzzled as to just 
how it had been concocted, since it appeared that some 
Chinese in America and other countries abroad had 
received letters appealing for funds. It \\as virtually 
impossible to check the individual cases mentioned in 
press dispatches since' the names given were usually 
only of relatives abroad and in any case were romanized 
versions of Chinese, and addresses, when given, in­
variably referred only to the cities where the supposed 
victims lived. 

New light has now been shed on the whole matter 
by the Vancouver, B. C. Pacific Tr i/June, which made 
extensive inquiries among overseas Chinese in Van­
couver after the "extortion racket" stories began ap­
pearing in the city's major daily papers. As a ~It 
of its investigations, the Tribune revealed that th-{i~t­
ters have been traced to racketeering Kuomintang 
agents 'in Hongkong who, using their knowledge of 
friends and relatives in their home towns, have been 
trying to swindle Chinese in Canada· and America. 

A typical case was reported by Mar Wing Chu, w~ 
told the Tribune: "Last October my father in Edmon­
ton wrote me ... that he had received a frantic plea 
from my brother in Hongkong for an immediate remit­
tance of HK$2,000 as his family were victims of Chinese 
Communist persecution. My father had sent the money 
in haste . . . and was preparing himself for further 
demands. 

" .... I sent a hurried appeal to the refugee 
citizens' committee in Hongkong asking for the where-
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abouts of my brother. In reply, I was informed my 
I rother never was in Hongkong. Then I sent a Jetter 
to my :-;on in Canton, inquiring as to the plight of my 
brother. My son replied that his 't:Wcle, my brother, is 
in the volunteer army up north, but hi~family is still 
ir our home village. 

"He related how the majority of the people in our 
vicinity reacted favorably by cooperatii1g in the new 
program of land reform and reconstruction, but there 
were certain lawless elements who never did conform to 
any authority past or present, such as confirmed lag­
gards, beggars, petty and bigger racketeers and the 
dregs of the old Chiang era. Quite a few had escaped 
to Hongkong. It is only natural that these local fugi­
tives know of the villagers' family ties which lead to 
well-to-do relatives in Canada and America. 

"My son added that . . . in Hongkong blackmailers 
F.nd racketeers are organized into gangs to prey on 
unsuspecting relatives . . . on the pretext that their 
families will suffer untold persecution at the Com-
rr •. unists' hands. " 

In summing up the results of its investigation, the 
Tribune charged that the US State Department also 
had its finger in the phony extortion racket propaganda. 
Worried over the possible political repercussions from 
the enthusiastic reports of conditions being received by 
Chinese in America and elsewhere from their relatives 
in China, the State Department has made common cause 
with these racketeers, "utilizing its vast power and its 
ciose connections with Chiang!s Kuomintang agents on 
this continent to play up the extortion racket as a 
method employed by the Chinese People's Republic." 

The overall purpose of the phony extortion racket 
propaganda, the Tribune states, is to "justify" the 
banning of overseas Chinese remittances to China, to 
sever remainiIJk trade co1:mections between Chiria and 

~_) 
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North America, to whip up anti-Chinese hysteria as 
part of a psychological preparation of the American 
and Canadian peoples for possible extension of the 

• Korean war against China and to isolate Chinese citizens 
in the US and Canada from their homeland. 

Thought 
Reform 

UNDOUBTEDLY the most pro-
found impression we have of the 

new China is o~ of change, of 
progress. In t~ little more than 
two years since tl}e establishment 

of the people's government the country has experienced 
more changes and posttive developments than were pre­
viously seen in many a century. Of these develop­
ments the most impressive have been the several great­
mass movements which have resulted in changes both 
to the country and the people. 

Such a movement has been land reform, which has 
radically altered the whole economic and social basis of 
life in the countryside and which has also been the 
first step in developing an entirely new type of Chinese 
farmer who is already beginning to act, react ancreven 
think differently. Another mass movement is the 
emulation drive, principally among workers and peas­
ants, which also has a two-fold result in tha'l__it brings 
changes both in methods and processes of work and in 
attitudes toward work. 

The latest great national mass movement is ~at -
for Thought Reform. In some ways it is different from 
previous mass movements in that it deals primarily 
with habits and patterns ef thinking, with philoso­
phical concepts, rather than directly with such concrete 

' visible matters as land , tools, physical processes, ~:rid 
sQ on. 

For readers abroad, one of the first distinctions 
which should be made is between •"Thought Reform" 
and "Thought Control"-a distinction which the Wes- ~ 
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tern press has almost universally been at great pains 
not to make! China's Thought Reform Movement, 
very simply, i::; the re::;ult of the recognition that every 
type of ::;ociety is both the "produc~r of and is itself 
based upon definite types of thought or philosophy. 
When capitalism first challenged feudalism, no small 
part of the long battle centered around the breaking of 
the old feudal thoughts and concepts. The Protestant 
Reformation is an outstanding example of a r evolt 
against old ideas and philosophies which were ham­
stringing progress. 

It is in this light that China's Thought Reform 
Movement must be viewed. Old ideas, old concepts, 
cld philosophies-ranging from those hangovers of 
feudalism on down to Chiang Kai-shek's imported fas­
cist theories-are being carefully examined. Such an 
examination is necessary for a nation setting out on 
the road to socialism, a new social system. 

In the days of Chiang's Kuomintang government, 
it was considered quite in order for a government 
official to use his position to feather his nest. A mer­
chant who succeeded in cornering the rice market and 
making a forttfue by driving prices up a few hundred 
percent was considered a very successful businessman 
and a subject for envy, while the little people who star v­
ed as a direct result of his manipulations were con­
sidered as just out of luck. 

Not only are such malpractices not permitted in 
new China, but the type of thinking which condoned, 
even ,encouraged, such acts must be clearly exposed for 
what it is: a barbaric philosophy glorifying individual. 
greed at the expense of the ' public. However, as has 
been the case with all of the other mass movements, 
the Thought Reform Movement is being conducted on 
a voluntary basis by the people themselves. The leader­
ship admittedly comes from the government (Chairman 
Mao long, a7rst suggested _the need _for such .a mo~e-
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tnent) but the actual movement, preparations for which 
have been under public discussion for several months, 
is carried out by lhe people themselves. . 

It is the people who will examine their own 
thoughts, who will debate among themselves all the 
points of the various philosophical hangovers from th~ 
past, who will decide which old though.ts a_re . out of 
date and a hindrance to progress, which ideas and 
theories are helpful and useful in building the new 
China. No one will be forced to accept any specific 
"thoughts " although such widespread discussion is 
sure to r~sult in the r; forming of nearly everybody's 
thoughts to some degree. 

This is a very different matter from "Thought 
Control" which might most properly be defined as what 
the Tr~man administration is currently trying to im­
pose upon. the American people, with the Smith Act 
jailings, the Un-American Committee witch hunts, the 
loyalty tests and other similarly repressive measures. 

In view of the importance of the Thought Reform 
Movement, which is just now getting under way in East 
China (it has already been launched in North China), 
we recommend to readers the article on this subject, 
which begin~ • .sm the following page, by Dr. Chen Ren­
bing, who analyzes and explains the movement and tells 
how it works. 
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COVER PIC'l'URE 
A downel American pilot receiving prelimin· 

:iry first aid treatment f.rom Chinese Volunteers. 
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New China's Thought 
Reform Movement, Ci1en Ren-bing 

SIN CE liberation we have hall a number of ualionwide mas~ 

movements whid1 have broug;ht profounu changes to the new 
China. One o( th e most important of these is the movement to 
~ ·e.form thoughts or ideas which is currentl y spread in'g through­
out t he country . 

The need for such a movement has Jong been apparent. 
Indeed, it is recognized in the Common Program, the basic 
doc umenb whiclh serves a~ our guiding principle or constitution 
in this period of New Democracy and u.pon which our present 
united front government is based. 

The subject has been under consideration and di sc uss ion ever 
since the founding -Of the pe-Ople's government, 15ome two and a 
ha lf years ago. Jn 1950 Chairman Mao again mention ed the need 
for self-educalion and self-reform. During thi s period quite a 
bib of work along this line has been done in various organiza­
tions. However, it is only now, after a great deal of .public dis­
cussion, that the movement is getting under way on a rea lly mass, 
nationwide basis. 

/ 
"' "' 

Where Do Ideas Come FrQ.m ? 
IN the opening address of the recent People's Representatives' 

·Conference in Sh.anghai, Mayor Chen Yi emphas ized the class 
origin of ideas. Each economic class, he said, produces its par-

DR. CHEN REN-BING ( llil! {- 4f'1 ) is professor of government 
and dean of the College of Arts at St. John's University in Shanghai. 
He is a member of the Studies Committee for Universities and Col­
lt•ges under the East China General Committee for the Thought 
Reform Movement. He is a member of the Central Committee of 
the China D emocratic League and is also a member of the Shanghai 
People's Consultative Council. Dr. Chen is a returned student from 
the United States, having received degrees from the Uni\'ersity , of 
Southern California ,and the University of Michigan.-Editor. 
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ticular set o.f ideas and brand of thought. He mentioned, as an 
example, the tendency f'or the landlord class to maintiain the 
:;acrcd and unimpeachabl e nat,urc of the feudal order; the 
abundance of myths and arguments attempting to prove the 
pre-01xlai11ed superiority of the ruling aristocrats in feudal 
society. 

The king·s and emperors of the past, for instance, !being the 
number one landowners of the country, called themselves "Sons 
of Heaven" and actively cultivated all sor ts of myths to the effect 
that they were born under supernatt ·ill conditions, were of divine 
origin, etc. 

Mayor Chen mentioned other classes, such as peasants and 
serfs who naturally harbored ideas of revolt; such as the working 
class and its tendency to strug.gle against· the exploiting class. 
It is alS-O natural, he point~d out, for the capitalist class to think 
exclusively of ways and means of making ever bigger profits, 
and to attempt rationalizations in defense of the profit system. 

Since the present government is made up of a united front 
of four classes and· since there are still a number of left-over 
elements of the old reactionary classes, the c:i-existence of many 
types of ideas in Ohina today is not surprising. 

For ins tance, the landlords as a class, their excess lands 
confiscated, will pass out of existence by the end of 1952 but it 
is obviously impossi ble to expect the feudal ideas stemming from 
this class to die at the ~ame time. The same holds true for the 
residual influence of imperialist education and culture in China 
and for the poisonous fascist seeds of thought sown by Chiang 
Kai-shek during his rule. 

• .. 
Why Reform One's Thoughts? 
THERE are three main reasons for launc.hing the Thought 

Reform Movement. First, is to tit the people, especially 
the intellectual class, for tihe new' tasks before them. As Chair­
man Mao pointed_ '!Ut in hi s opening address at the PPCC 
National Committee Meeting on October 23 of last year: "The 
remoulding of ideology, primarily the ideological remoulding of 
the various t.ypes •Of inteUectuals, is an important conaition for 
the thorough carrying out of democratic reforms in varf<l'us 
fields and the gradual canying out of industrialization in our 
country." 

We may say that the essential r equ irement of the new demo­
cratic revolution is n~tionwide mobilization of people in all walks 
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of life to participate in the rebuilding of the new state. So it 
is clear that before such a full mobilization is possible the people 
must have a thorough understanding of the task before t'hey can 
contribute fully and wholeheartedly. 

We .have some historical precedents for guidance. In the 
years 1942-43 the Chinese Communist Party conducted a t.hought 
reform movement in Yenan which laid a good foundation for the 
struggles culminating in the war of liberation :between 1946-49. 
Also, in 1947 the Chinese Communist Party launched a similar 
movement for its rural workers, which prepared the way foi· the 
phenomenal success of the present land reform movement 

S'econd, the Thought Refonn Movement w'ill co~solidate 
further. the already existing friendship and g'()()dwill among the 
fou~· U1~1ted classes (workers, peasants, petit bourgeoisie, natfonal 
caip1tal1sts). 

Without doubt, through this movement relations between 
pubhc and private industry and !between capital and labor will 
be. further enhanc~d. Acceptance of the necessity of the leader­
ship of the workrng ~lass will also be strengthened by this 
m~vem~nt'. (Many capitalists, though they give lip service to 
this prrn~1ple.' are still not convinced and some workers say that 
they don t want to have the responsibilities of being the leading 
class!) 

Third, the highest ideal for the people, as poinood out in 
~he C~m~on Prog~·am, is to serve the people. A1·ticle 41 states, 
'" pa1 t, The mam tasks for raising the cultu1·al ~eve! of the 
reo~le ~re training ()f personnel for national construction work 
1jmda~rng of feudal, compradore, fascist ideology and developin~ 
~d the. ideology of set'Vi ng the people." The achievement of this 
1 ea! IS not possible without firs t reformi~1g one's thoughts. 

Must Overcome Selfishness . 
th T~ere is so.mething innately selfish in the bourgeois wai ~ 
bo~g t and still more so with feudalist ideas. It is even more 

0 vious that fascist or imperiaiist or compradorial ways o 
1 houfht are 100 percent incompatible with the idea of serving th'e 
gE'op e wholeheartedly and unselfishly. Therefore, inasmuch as the 
o~mon Program upholds the idea of service to all people with 

~ne s wh~Ie heart and mind, it is ·necessary to combat these very 
· <leas w~1ch are at C'l'Oss purpose~ with nn sf' ltish serviC'e to the 
com munity. . · · . 

An example o,f this can be !<een in the case of last vear's 
college graduat. "e"s/. · In the 11ast 111any st d t 1 · · _) u en .s we1·e re uctant bo 
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lell VC Lhe large cili cs for work in Lhe inlerior a11CI Hlllaller .cilies 
where Lhc comforh1 arc lcHs an<l Lhe general slan1lar<ls of living 
lowe1·. The fa.ct Lhat nearly all graduates last year, how'ever, 
unconditionally accepted government jobs scattered throughout 
the country was a direct result of 'the Mini strry o f Education's 
carrying out of a thoughl reform campaign amiong the sludentH 
prior to grndualion. 

Old Thought Remnants 
One has only Lo look s lightly below l•he Hurfacc Lo find 

Lhat ouWatc<l feuJafo;.l ideax a rc s till evidc!nt in many aspect..~ 

of li.fe. For instance, the cravi ng f-0 r face, the feeling of 
superiority d1crishcd by Lh e intelligents ia -ove r workers and 
farmerH, Lhc di ehanl :< upr 1 ·~titi o n s not on ly in all ~ areas 
but al so in the cilieR, the tendency to form dannish or pro­
vincial cliques--frequenll y found even in factory 01· husiness 
firm s of rnndcrn tim s ! It is obvious that these ancient mores 
a i·e of no great help to China's industri a lization process. 

The lame ntable but prevalent ex istence in many areas ol' 
Chin a o f the idcns of inequality hetween men and women and the 
double standard fo1· men is anoth er example. Looking at Lh<' 
readion s Hince Lhe puhlicnlion of thr new Marria){e Law, we can 
He• cleal'ly t he ne<•d fo1· Ll1 '> roug-h reform of our id r aH on thi s 
s uhjcct. WhilP niany thousrrnd s o f wives 01· daughtc rH- in-law 
have actuall y hl•<•n l·man<'ipulcd as a resu lt of the law', there 
have a lflo liel•n many ins tances of strong 1·esiHtancr (chi e fl y hy 
the male population) to Lh <' democratic s pirit and new freedom 
cmbod ic<l in the law. 

Dozens of caHcs have .been rc110rted where daughters or 
widows or opp1·css<'d wives we re beaten lo dralh or forced to 
<·ommit s uicid e a s n resu lt of their efforts Lo free !,hemselves 
from Lill' old .family oppress ion by standing on ~heir new right.~ 
under the Marriagl' I.aw. Thi s is n r lcar indication of' thr re­
s istance put u.p by Lh r old feudal id <' a s and t he urgency for 
reform . 

Th e cong-lomeralion of bad influences of imper ialis tic and 
compradorial ideas arc nalurallf' more prevalent · in the larger 
port cities, such as Shanghai, .Canton, Hankow and• Tientsi1f.· 
Dra!IUc r emed ies a1·<· n<'edr d Lo r<'h11ild nUiludrs of scl f-rPspec!. 
nnd sc· lf -conficl~nrr s ill ('<' 100 yl·ars or in11w riali s t clnn1inance ~1av< · 
don • mur h dania~·" · Thi s is cs prci all y l·lcur in th e metropolitan 
l'<•nh•1·B whc•J't• u1wonditinnal \\'orship of forcig n-11111nufacturrd 
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go<icl s and all things foreign have had a growth <>f several gen ­
erations. 

The anti-democratic effects of fascist left-overs from Chiang 
Kai-shek's days aFe by no means a negligiible part of existing 
thoug ht. The KMT did its best in the 22 yeah previous to 1949 
to in still into ed ucational and cultural life the \V'Jrst that could 
be transfu sed from fasci st Italy and nazi Germ.any, s uch a s 
secret police, special Training Corps, eto. 

For the reactionary ideas, the motto is to sweep them off. 
Fo1· those e rroneous idiosy ncrasies of petit bourgeois extracts 
which arc not treated exaclly as enemy ideas, the aim is to 
subject them io scientifi c criticism in the light of Marxism­
Leninism and Mao Tse-Lung's Thought. 

To a man brought up in the educational system of capitali st 
cnunlries, liberalism and indiv.iduali sm are sac red and absolutt> 
tenents to f truth nol to be doubted 01· opposed for a• single momen t. 
For the building of new China and in planning for socialism, 
however, liberali s m and individuali sm are fou nd to be hind rances. 
If China is to beoome a democratic and industrialized nation she 
certainly n eeds comprebens ivc organization, extensive planning 
und , what is most important, a nationwide coordination of all 
aspects of recon struction. 

U nder these circumstances, toleration of ego is tic individual­
ism wculd •be tanta.mou nt to throwing a monk ey wrench into 
Lhe machinery. It is the firs t lesson of modern Eui opean hi story 
t h:1t individuali s m i:;"the offspr ing of capitalism. Tl is e']ually 
reasonable Lo us that New Democracy can never be expected to 
play- foster-parent to individualis m, which by t his latter day has 
bc<"ome not only rugged but Lcrriobly Lhreadb!:!re. 

AH t-0 the matter of liberali sm as it stands today, we <]Q not 
take it Lo connn te liberty, liberntion, or free<lom at all. American 
lilic ralism, for in stance, 11as not helped to secure real equa lity., 
Liberalis m, the apple of Lhe eye of British 11o litit·al thought, has 
not saved ~ngland from becoming an obedi ent ~'CS-man and 
hankru)lJ junior partne r in the Anicri can-controllcd war-monger­
ing· bloc. 

• • 
How Movement is Carried Out 
QNE of Lhe 111ai11 pr in<'ip lf·s of the Th·i ug ht Refo rm Movement 

is t hab it is to be essC>ntiullv an rducational movement. 
'l:hus, in ord~1 · ~o y~ succl'ssful it n~u s l c:o nfonn to Cl'rtain rules. 
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For instance, the movement must be launched on a spontaneous 
and wluntary basis. 

As early as June 24, 1950, Chairman Mao Tse-tung suggested 
at the Second Conference of the National Committee of the 
PPCC !l nationwide movement of self-education and self-reform 
with accent on the word "self." The .process of examiilh1g and 
reforming one's thoughts cannot 1be a forced or hasty affair. 
People must first understand the necessit~ for reforming one',,s 
ideas before they. can willingly make an effort. 

Much use is made of mutual criticism and self-criticism, i.e. 
analyzing and re-evaluating one's own ideas and also those of 
cur friends. Criticism is made with a v iew to hel p rather than 
to •arm one's own friends. Fo1· instance, at the ·recent People's 
Representatives' Conference in Shanghai certain ways of think­
ing on the part of some of ~e local busi nessmen and industr ial­
ists were severely criticized. Despite its severity, it was 
nevertheless ·given in the m ost friendly and democratic :spirit 
and was taken in t·he same s pirit. 

The study of Marxism-Leninism and its application to the 
Chinese Revolution , i.e. the path marked out by Mao Tse-tung's 
thought, is the cenh'al core of the Thought Reform Movement. 

The movement is undertaken so as to meet the needs of 
people from different classes , occupations, cultu1·al levels and so 
forth. The expectations for workers in natl\Jral science 
engineers, doctors, technicians, therefore, are n ecessarily dif: 
fe rent from the ·courses prescribed for students of economics, 
political sc ience, lay- and other social sc iences. In a recent plan 
issued by t he PPCC National Committee, s tudy g roup8 all over 
t he nation are to be divided into three levels. 

It is natural t hat the social sc ientists wi ll make a profound 
study of Mao Tse-t.ung's t hought and the phj losophy of Marxism­
Leninism. The objectives asked of the banker s, merchants and 
manufacturers are obviou. ly very di.!!'.e rent from t hose asked of 
government workers. For instance, the imn~ediate reaction 
desired from t he businessmen is that they ·hall abandon t heir 
.habitual ideas of speculation, illegitimate hoard ing, manipula­
t ion of the market, etc. 

In Shanghai the movement is under t he direction of t he 
East China Study Committee which h~ loca l branch commi tte011-
to handle the work in th e five m~jor fi elds : J) Le:;ders and staff 
workers in industry and commerce, 2) those in newspaper an<l 
hook publi shing firms, H) cultural workers, including ch·amatic 
and movie personnel, 4) doctors , nurses, ot her health workers, 
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[i) l•·a<:hcrs from mi<ld lc ~c hoob; and lower s<:hooh;. There is a 
sepa rate committee d irecting studies f or f aculty and .s taff mem­
ber · of uni vers ities and colleges in all East. China. 

Peking-Tientsin Plan 
As t his is a n ationwide movement, Peking is t he n a tural 

center. Right after the Third Meetin g of the National Com­
mittee of t he PPCC, univers iti es and colleges in Peking and 
Ti cnts in began planning an all-i nclu s ive thought reform move­
ment. Th ey we1·e fo ll \\' ed hy the lite rary workers of Peking. 

B ~r the en d of l a~ t No,·e111uc1-, G,52_5 people were partic ipating 
in t he Peking and Ti cntsin project, includ ing middle school teach: 
en', prof'esso1·s and sci entific \\'Orkers. Their program is divided 
into five stag-cs. AL the point of t hi s writin~· t hey have entered 
till' third stagl'. 

In the fi rst st a)!e the ol>j ccl ivcs an<l methods of t he move­
n1 ent we re outlin ed, and di sc u:s ions on crit icism a nd self-critic­
is"t11 and var io11s genera l quest io ns were held . Prem ier Chou En­
'ai \\'as invited to speak at a meet ing launching the movement. 

I n his keynote address las ting live and a half hours, he 
drc\\' from hi s perso na l experiences to illustrate· t he nature and 
impor tance of t hought reform. He stremrud the importance of 
reforming one's ideas so as to be fit t-0 serve the people with 
one's mind and heart. On the whol e, he said, professors and 
teachers in China have stood their g round well and ma.de con­
siderable contributlo 1~7 to the cause of patrictic struggles. 

It is essential, f10\\'eve r, that lhc educationa l workers of 
China should go forward to h igher planes of thi nking, namely 
lo stand firmly with t he po-i plc and to fo llow in the steps of the 
workin g class, \\lhose a. pirations a re ('l'ystallizcd in the system 
of thinking of Mao Tse-tung. 

The second stage was to l>e la unched with a report by Mayor 
Pcr\g Chen of P eking on th e three main fighting mavements­
res ist American aggression and ai d Korea, land refoi,;m, suppress 
s pecial agents. The objective of t~ second stage is to learn to 
be able (o dist ingu ish between enemies and friends, to draw a 
c: lca r li ne of demarcation a1·ound r eactionary ideas and to es tab­
li sh a profound obj ection to imperiali stic, fascist, cornpra&>rial 
and fe udal influences. 

During the third s tage Hu Chiao-mu and Chen Po-ta will 
speak on C~mmuni sm a nd Mao Tse-tu ng's thought respectivel)'. 
The ch ief aim in lhis stage is to grasp t he essen tials of Marxism­
Lenini · 111 and Mao '~~c-tung's thought and t o be thoroug]l ly clear 
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as ·tp what i8 the viewpoint of the working class. From t.11is 
vantage point, the errors and irrationality of the ideas of the 
capitalist class and the petit bCYUrgeoise will become clearly 
visible. 

During the fourth stage, Li Fu-chung, minister -0f heavy 
industries, will speak on the broad outlook of China's economic 
construction and -0n the importance of cultivating a large body 
of sound workers for the people. Through t his sweeping 
panorama of China's bountiful future, the study group will sec 
the impol'tance of fitting oneself into the larger scheme of things 
in the job of national rec·onstruct.ion. 

In the fifth stage the participants will work out personal 
and individual C')nclus ions- a sort of rep,ort in which what one 
has gained from the lllovement. will be outlined, what ideas 
changed, what personal progress one has made and personal 
plans fo1· the future. Vice-Mi nister of Education Chen Chun­
juei will make the concluding address. F1om the P eking-Tien t ·in 
plan we can obtain a g limpse into what is going to spread on 
a nationwide scale. 

A Thorough-going Process 
The Thought Reform M-0vement i( scheduled to be launched 

in Shanghai, Chungking and other places. soon and will perhaps 
last well into the spring and summer. Everyone in the various 
organizations is urged to- partici1pate on a voluntary basis. 

Inasmuch as this movement is only at the stage of inception, 
this is not the time to evaluate the result . However, we already 
feel that t'his movement is meeting a dire need. S'ince the pre­
sent revolution indicates the overtlHow of enemy classes and 
the close cooperation of the four friendly classes under the 
guidance of tl1e CCP, something naturally has to be done about 
the ideas and thought patterns generated by the soon dying 
classl!s. On the other hand, in order to ushe1· in, after a tran­
sitional period, a new age of socialized industry and agriculture, 
corresponding advances in the realm of thought are both de­
sirable and imperative. 
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An advanced training 
school for promising 
young literary workers 

Central Literary Institute 

poR the first time ~ China's 
Jong history, her promisi ng 

young writers a1·e _being given 
the opportuni ty fo r research 
and writing in a rnode1·n , 
~cie ntifi c institution where 
ski ll may be furth~ t· perfect­
ed. The establishment of the 
Centra l Literary Institute has 
greatly encouraged the na­
tion's young authors, and 
promises a steady improve­
ment in t he literature of new 
China. ./ 

The Chinese people, having 
O\'erthrown the reactionary 
Kuomintang rule, are creating 
favo rable conditions in which 
their literary workers can 
pursue advanced study. The 
In stitute, where young writers 
who have risen from the 
ranks of workers, peasants 
and soldiers are studying, typi­
fies China's new age in litera· 
lure. The opportunity for 
advanced study, which for 
many years young writers 
held as a cherished hope, has 
at long last come true. 

The Institute was establish­
ed under th_e Jo-spo nsorship 
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of the l\1inistry of Cultural 
Affairs and t he National Asso­
ciation of Literary and Art 
Workers. It is directed by 
Ting Ling. veteran writer, 
authoress of the well-known 
novel, "Sun Over the Shan­
kan River." 

The research :<tudents, about 
60 in number, have come to 
the Institute from various 
parts of the country. The 
majority of them are young 
literary workers, still in their 
twenties, who have been active 
in the i·evolutionary struggle 
and have puhiished a consider­
able body of short ~tories, 
novel ~ . poems or plays. Some 
of the student~. for example, 
Ma Fung, Wang H~ueh-po and 
Li Na, are already well-known 
in the literar~· world. 

The Institute has .:Satisfied 
,the young writer's . great need 
for an opportunity to improve 
his k11owledge and technique. 

·All . of the present number 
stufl,ling at the Institute have 
in th e past heen too preoccu­
pied with practical work to 
pursue advanced study. Ma 
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Fung, un c of th e a uthors of 
the nove l "The Mou ntain Wa1·-
1·iors," once complain ed of his 
limitations to a g roup of 
writers , and expressed hi s de­
sire to see a litera ry in sti t ute 
estab li shed for young writers 
like himself. 

Wang Hsueh-po, \\'h o has 
had mol'c than 10 yea rs' ex­
perience \\'Orking wilh a d ra­
matic t l'oupe, a lso r evea led an 
eag,er lon l?' in g- fo1· ad van ced 
study. He H ·..i lhat he 9ad 
not been able rite an y­
thing sati sfa ctory o , · 1self 
s ince 1947. Hi s "stag-nan . " 
in literary creation WOl'l'iec 
him, and he confessed that 
''when I am caller! upon to 
p1·or!:ice more and better work , 
my relatively low ideolosri cal 
level and powe r of express ion 
always hinder me." 

Hsu Ku a ng-yao, noted ior 
his "Fire Over l he Steppe," 
remarked , "Wh en I write, it 
often happens tha t I simply 
cannot aptly cx pl'ess a sen t i­
ment I have in mind. An<l 
many limes, if I, have thoug ht 
of two r!ifferent trcatmc nh of 
a given s ubj ect matter , I have 
been at a loss as to which to 
choose." 

The history of China's mod­
ern literatul'e contains a num­
Ler of young, talented writers 
whose literary caree~s were 
cut short after they produced 
their first works. Today, how­
ever, this state of affairs will 
11ot be tolera ted . S ince revo -
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lulionary struggle has engen­
de red writers of the people, 
the people's state has assumed 
the responsibility of rearing 
them, lifting them to a still 
higher creative plane. 

Guiding Principle 
The guiding principle of the 

Institute is to enable the re­
search stur!ents, in a t wo-year 
cou n e, to enh a nce their politi­
cal and technica l knowledge so 
t hat they ·may bette1· serve the . 
peopl e in the field of litera­
ture. 

In following t his principle, 
the content of the research 
work cannot be so compre­
hensive as to embrace all s ub­
j ects. It is the refore limited 
to three phases : (a) funda­
mental kno-wletlgc of Marxism­
Le ninism and Mao~-tung·s 
thought; (b) important works 
in the literary legacy of t he 
past; and (c) living practice 
(that is, actually living in 
factories, combined with prac­
tical writing). 

Both th eory a nd grea t lite r­
a ry works are systematically 
studied, front Chinese to for­
eign , and from the recent to 
the remote past. l>uring the 
two-year course of study, a 
certain period of time is set 
a part ~or practica1 writing· 
and for participation in t he 
actual revolutionary struggle. 

Th e t eaching method is col­
lective in nature; what is im­
parted or learned is usually 
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the product of group disc us­
~ ion < , whi ch are helrl o n th e 
oas is of the F ellows' indi vi ­
dual research work and inde­
pendent thinking. As an ex­
ample, for the course on mod­
ern Chinese literature, since a 
svllabus did not exist, several 
a·uthorities on the subject 
gathe re r! together and di scuss­
ed the course'R content. Hav­
ing agreed upon a unified sys­
tem, these experts then tau~t 
the course. 

Although group work plays 
a large part, the Institute 
agreeg that every F ellow 
should keep hi s litera l'y indi ­
viduality, his particula r style, 
his own wa y of creation. The 
Institute thu s uses both g roup 
and indi\·itlual workin!{ 
methods to encourage the stu­
dent to assimilate, dige~ t an d 
lea rn. 

Practical Problems/ 

The teaching method is 
C'l osely concerned with the 
practical proble ms encoun ter­
H I by th e 1·esearch students. 
The young auth ors have ex­
pressed their gratificat ion 
over the faet that during two 
months of preliminary study 
they have, wi t h th e aitl of 
t heir teachers, been able to 
solve some knotty problems 
co ncerning their literary 
efforts. ).'hey confidently ex­
pect that more problems of 
this kind will find solution in 
the course of their research. 

The curriculum .bf the In-
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~ti tnte shows the• intensive 
a nr! pai ns taking nature of the 
l'esearch \':urk t11F ler taken . 
Dur ing the first academic 
year, the Fe!Jows arc required 
to study political theory and 
literature. In the political 
fi eld , they complete a study of 
.T. V. Sta lin's ' 'Dialectical 
Mate rialism and Historica l 
Materia lis i'<1, " part of "The 
Selected Works of Mao Tse­
tung," three of the 12 a uthor­
ized boo ks on i\Iarxism-Lenin­
ism, and the basic polici es of 
new China's na ti onal co n­
strncti on . 

In li LCl'a tu1·e, both theo ry 
a nd severnl literary works are 
studied . This wor k includes 
a s tudy of Mao T;,e-tung's 
theo 1'.\' of nr t a nd lite ratu1·e, 
lf'c t u rc;; on China 's class ica l 
a nd fo lk li te rature, and talks 
by es tablished authors on 
th e ir experie nces as men of 
letter f.. 

Jn crea tive work. the first 
ha lf ~part fo r 
practice in wri t ing, while dur­
i1!g the ;;econd half of th e 
year pa1t uf the stude nts will 
be organized to go to factories 
and lo t he co unti·ys id e in 
order to make observations of' 
rac to1·y a nd farm life. Pa rt 
of the ;; tude nts will rema in at 
the In stitute to devote them­
sel ves to writing. 

During the second academic 
yea r t he students will con­
tinu e their st udy of Marxism­
Leninism and national policies. 
Jn a cl r! ition, th e cul'l'iculum 
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will include a study of 'the 
Marxist-Leninist tlleory of 
literature. Special leclnres on 
the art i; will be organized . 
Also, every Fellow will be re­
quired to read 50 more liter­
ary works and to study 10 
more masterpieces. A tal'get 
of up to 2,000,000 words has 
been set for creative w1·iting • 
for the second year, .which 
will be published collectively. 

From January to April last 
year, the students thoroughly 
studied important J1 hil~sophi­
cal treatises, rnch as Mno 
Tse-tung's "On Practice;'..-U nd 
completed a course on Chinn'" 
modern literature s ince the 
May 4th Movement. In co­
ordination with this course , -
each Fellow s tudied about 
500,000 words of representa­
tive works by principal 
authors of the rpel'iod, chiefly 
Lu Hslin, Kuo Mo-jo, Mao 
Tun, Ting Ling and Yeh Shao­
chi,111. 

In addition, each student · 
read about 2,500,000 words 
of other authors. Group dis­
cussions were also ol·ganized 
c..n important articles appear­
ing in the press, on the appre­
ciation and study of film s and 
stage plays, and othel' sub­
jects. 

During this period , the 
!:>tudents produced creative 
works in various forms, total­
ling · 660,000 words, in addi­
tion to more than 8,200 lines 
of poetry. Of the work pro­
duced, about one-fourth had 
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bPen published b~· the encl of 
;\fay. 

People's Aothors 
Most of the Fellows of the 

l nflitute have lived eventful 
lives, :rnd many look back on 
form er day ,; full of bittel' ex­
periences. Two or these ar·e 
Tsao Kwer-mei and Wu 
Chang-ying. 
. Tsao Kwer-mei is a talented 

young poet , 26 years of age. 
In pre-libe ration days, he was 
a n apprent ice in a bakery, 
and late1· l.Jecame a shop a$­
,, ist:rnt. Living a very hard 
life, he was consta1 tly sub­
jected to abase and maltreat­
ment by hi s nagging masters. 

At last he jo ined the Re­
volution. Trying his hand at 
writing verse, he became so 
engrossed in his po!'try that, 
as he Ja ir! , he composed verses 
even when he was carryi ng 
water or sweeping the flo or. 
He always kept some scrarps 
of paper in his pocket and 
jot ted down the verses that 
came to his mind . 

l:{i s literary etfort)il have 
proved a suc~an fee l 
the life and vjgor pulsating in 
his poems. Within less than 
t " ·o ye:ll's, four collections of 
thi s young poet 's work have 
been published. a nd seven 
newspap~s and magazines 
have asked him to write f cfl­
their pages. 

Wu Chang-ying, a young 
v.uthoress of 24, comes from 
a poor peasant family. Left 
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1111 orphan at the age of nine, 
she was sold to a family by 
some unscrupulous people as 
a prospective "daughter-in­
Iaw," a virtual slave-girl. 
Cruelly maltreated by her 
"mother-i11-law," ~ he could 
stand it no longer, ran away 
and led the life of a vagabond . 
At various times, she was a 
beggar, a cowherd and a 
housemaid. 

At last, in 1944, she joined 
the Revolution, working in a 
military · clothing factory run 
by the Communist-led New 
Fourth Army. It was not 
until 194fi that she began to 
~tudy, starting to learn from 
th e very beginning. The first 
story she contributed to a 
newspaper was warmly re­
ceived, and since then she has 
pursued her writing assidu­
ously. 

"The exploits of the heroes 
a round me moved/ me so 
deeply," she said, "that I 
simply · could not help making 
my first attempts to describe 
them ." At present, she is 

working on the final revision 
of her autobiograp'hy. 

Unbounded Future 
At the inaugural ceremony 

of the Instil)lte, many writers 
present expressed the i1· heal'l .1• 
cc;ngratulations on· its estab­
lishment. They described it 
as an event unprecedented in 
the history of China's litera­
ture. 
. Kuo Mo-jo, chairman of the 
All-China Association of 
Literary and Art Workers, 
pointed out in his speech that 
progressive writers the w.orld 
over are keenly interested in 
the liteary works of new 
China, and are eagerly await­
ing our authors' pro·duction of 
world-significant and instruc­
tive works. He emphasized 
the fact that under the guid­
ance of Mao Tse-tung's liter­
ary policy our writers will 
surely accomplish that task, 
for the first and foremost 
reason that we have a great 
reality: the glorious struggle 
and victory of the Chinese 
people. 

THE "CHRISTIAN" SPIRIT 

, Pres ident Quirino of the Philippines has announced 
that he will pardon General Shi.iienori Kuroda, former 
commander of Japanese forces1'n the islands, who is 
at present serving a sentence of life .imprisonment for 
war atrocities against the Filipino people. In making 
the announcement Quirino stated: "I believe General 
Kuroda can become very instrumental in the promo­
tion of better understanding between the Philippines 
and Japan in !the true Christian spirit." ....... , "f 13.5 



New Year Posters 
New Year Posters have decorated the homes and 

doorways of Chinese peasants for centut'ies. In the old 
days the posters drew heavily upon the officially-spon­
sored mythology and depicted scenes in which heroes 
battled monster"!;" in which semi-mortal generals 111on 
classic battles, and so on. 

With liberation has come a new type ef poster which 
reflects the actual realities of life in people's China. 
Today's Ne1v Year Poster heroes are the model peasant, 
the model wnrker, the Chinese volunteer in Korea. 
General scenes, instead of eulogizing the feudal life of 
the landlords, show peasants at village meetings, 111orkers 

' buying at their cooperatives, children attending sclwol for 
the first time in their lives. 
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The posters also rewrd the great mass movements of 
this time-land reform, the battle to control the Huai 
River-and look into the future, such as one showing 
Chinese labor heroes visiting a collective farm in the 
Soviet Union. 

The popularity ef this ancient 'art for~1 
steadily during the past three years as a result of the ne111 
subjects used by the artists and also because of the rising 
purchasing power of the people. In I9JO Shanghai's 
printers turned out 7001000 copies, in r9;r the figure 
rose to r,8001000 copies 11lhile this lyear more than 
10,000,000 have been printed. 
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CHANGSHA SINCE 
LIBERATION 

SOPHIA CHANG 

THE changes in Changsha in the Jess t han 30-month period 
since its liberation in August 1949 are all the more impressive 

when viewed through the eyes of its population who Jived 
through the nightmarish pre-liberation days. This capital of 
rich Hunan province, where China's present leader Mao Tse­
tung studied and began hi s revolutionary ca-reer, is fast -<iecoming 
a new city, where people are building a new democratic and 
indtrntrial city in the interest of a ll. 

The recent history of Changsha up to liberation was one of 
much suffering for its citizens. In 1927, when the Kuomintang 
b!:trayed the Chinese Revolution, the city was the scene of.. a 
l.Jloodbath of working class leaders. In 1938, residents suffered 
tremendous losses because. of the KMT's blunder, known as the 
"Big Fire of Changsha," which resulted in the burning of 90 
percent of the city and the death of thousands of people. Dur­
ing the war against the Japanese invaders, the city went through 
four big battles and suffered the looting and raping of both 
the Japanese a'iili KMT armies. 

After VJ-Day, KMT officialdom saddled itself on the backs 
of the people and flocks of so-called UNR.RA "experts" rushed 
in. The fetish of worshipping America w1s to be found among 
the "better classes," and in p'ractically eYery upper level school. 
The KMT secret police suppressed all kinds of progressive ac­
tivities. S,he welfare of the . mass of . the people was of' :no 
concern to the government. By the summer of 1949, when the 
tide of liberation was fast approaching, the KMT ran rampant, 
arresting "suspicious characters" and killing " leftists." 
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fOLLOWIN G liberation, it ~v~s no easy. task . t~ stabilize the 
social order and to rehab1htate the city. However the job 

was tackled immediately and the past two and a half years has 
been a period of hard struggle and systematic planning which 

r.as resulted in the present fresh outlook . 

Perhaps the most vital of the immediate tasks in the first 
d&ys after liberation was restoring Changsha's economy to san­
ity. The new government's policy also was to change the run­
down and consumptive city into a productive one. Nothing better 
demonstrates the old and the new than the attitude of Changsha's 
housewives, always sensitive to cost of living conditions. 

On the eve of the first an niversary of Changsha's liberation. 
Liu Ping-ying, in an article dealing with prices, vivid ly portrayed 
the housewives' distress in pre-liberation days when the exchange 
rate of silver dollars once skyrocketed from 2,000,000 to 4,300,000 
KMT paper dollars within a 12-hour period . The average house­
wife could scarcely get to the market in time to make fu ll use 
of the ever-depreciating banknotes. However, within nine months 
uf liber!ition , and ever since, every family has been able to plan 
a budget in terms of the now stabilized people' s currency anrl 

. stick to it. / 
Since liberation, the interflow of commodities between 

Changsha and the surrounding countryside has grown. There 
also has been much progress in increasing output, improving 
qu alily of goods and reducing costs in both public and private 
enterprises: The total number of · workers in the city ros~ 
70,000 at the time of l iberation to nearly 100,000 by the end ""' 

of 1951. 
There also has been a substantial increase in industrial 

enterprises. In October l!l49 th-ere were 10,000 commercial and 
industrial enterprises in Changsha of which commercial houses 
made up 79 percent. By the middle of last year, the number 
had risen to 15,884 with only 51 percent being of a conn.nercial 

r.ature. 
this period workers' financial conditions have 
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Ht •tulily improvc<l a11u lhc .JIBtjo11al 'l'rnd • lJnion 
La w hus hcen put into effect. 

Meas ures for indu :;trial lillf •ty und rules for 
wclfur • an<l hygienic conditi ons huvc been put inlo 

prucLi('e. All thi1:1 ha:; strcng1 hence! the productive 
zcul of the workern, uncl they h11vc i;hown thi ~ 
cHpecially s ince the move n1 (• nt to Res is t Amc l'ica n 

l 111pe riuli s m und A id Korc>n waR sta l'tcd in J!l fi I. 

They hav Rig-11 cd patriotic pal'li; and purt.ieipalcd 
i11 emulati on movcm cnLH to i11 c1°('Usc> p1 ·oducl in11 . 

In the rNtlm of purl ic·ipali.on i11 goovernmenl, 
Lhe pl'o ple of' C:hu111(s hn hn vt• mndt• Kreat s trides 
fl'om th e• du:vs of' f.111• I< MT 1111<1 its J.('Ovcr11111cnt of 
l'llt'kt•tc!'l's. Pcoplt•'s 
lll'l' 1·t•gti1111'i y he ld . 

llt' f>1 't•s t•11I a I i vt•s' Con f'cn•11tcs 
At Lh C' .l11n c 1!!51 conf'en•11 c,., 

whit•h <' XP 1·c iscd lht• f'unctio11 o f' u pt•oplt "s congT<'ss , 

out of' 11 tolul <lf" :l!!R dt'lt 'l(Ul cs, !I I .!! pe n ·cnt W<'r<' 
t•l ('c ·lt•d . Th(•y :; pent s ix days in li st«ning- lo rcporls 

o f' cily udn1inisl.r11t inn nffi c i11l s; in ('I<' ·L in ;.:- 11 11111.vor, 

dl'puly mayor nnd mcmlwl'H of' lhc Mun ici pal 
Cnun t'i l; in pasH ing- importsv1t rcsoluli o11s; and i11 

voi!' ingo their dt'l1•r111i1rnlion on bt•half o f Lhe JH •o plc of Changos ha 

lo donulc ~ l pl11n es in the campuigon t.o s upply pl111ws and lu·avy 
wcupons Lo tJl\• vo l11nlet• r s in ·l<ol'cn. 

Jn sl1·t'n1Cllwningo the united frnnt of worl<cl's , pcnsu11ls 

pc lly hou1xcoi Hi1· 11nd lhc nulionnl cu pilnli sJs . 11'1'1-0.lhcl' e fTl' cl i\'" 

channel iH lh e Muni c ipal Co1rnu lt11tivC' Co nfcrt:ncc ~v hid1 is lh l' 
>! tandi nj.(' t•on1111 i llt't' fo1 · th e l'eop lc 's Re p1·cs1•n l.11 lives' on f c l'e n1·<' 

when lht· lnllt' I' is no t in sess ion. Th,.ougoh thi s Ol'g·11niz11tior1 

the p<'opll' of diff1•l'Pnl sl ral11 voice theil' opinions and muk e l'l'­
cnm1111•nd11tions lo I he gove ,.,1111enl. 

011t• of lhe n1ost vic iou s cu1Ty-nvcrs from llw I\ MT wus llw 

gung ~:vs lem found on the whnl'voR oivChnngshn. Tl'aditionall.v 0 • 

controflcd by KllnKHtCrH wit.h Rtrong ChmnK Kai -s h<>k l'onncctions, 

thC'sc rnck c teers milked the wharf lnlior C' l'H 1·o n1< i1<l<' ntl y . llow­
eve1', lilie l'llti on huH put u11 end to th is u11d I ht · dal'k dnys of 
sq ueezing, · rnhlring 11nd •Cl't1Plly Ul' r g·o1w. Th r goovt•rnmenl's 
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dri ve lo pu t an <•1111 ln lhi H system was 
widely supported and was u i; ure s ign to 

the peoplo he re that for the firs t time they , 
hud a g-ovcrnment not coopcrnli ngo with 
orxunizcd c rime. 

Another sy mptom of social maludjust-

nll'n l was the problem of beggo111·s and lhe unem ployed . Since 
lilrr rnti on the KOvernmcnl has helped more• than fi0,000 jobless 
th 1·011 go h work rcli<'f projPcts s uch a s l'Oad paving- nnd dam re ­

puil'i ng-. Ncn l'iy !l,000 hC'R"R"n r·s hu v" hrc•n pluce•d in lrnining 
i11 s lilut<'s whc1·<' 1.h<'y ca n ll'U l'll difT!'1·ent lrad1•s : weaving-, 
1,,.it'k -n111kin1C, no111· g-l'i nd ing-, and so fnl'lh . In addition to being­
l:111g-hl. " t1·adr, th es<• on<' -li nw lwgx111·s h11 v<' hN·n luug-ht to 

r·,.ad and Wl'ilP )11111 h uncl<'rs tnnd tlw val11t• of s u11po,. ti ngo th1•n1 -
s1·lv<'s h.v llwi r own lahol' . 

M 11 ch has l1N• 11 don e i 11 t·onsl nrl'linn wo1·k: ri v1•1· s id <· l'Ollds 
e·uv1• 1·in go 111•arl .v !i,000 meters, and 1111ntl11•1· hl'anl'h sy1< l l'111 of about 

lhJ' snrn <' IPng-th hav<' hl'e•n huilt. Eig-ht e<> ntrnl iY.<'d ~ c·wag-C' 
' .l'Ht1'111 s . lotn lin[(' J.f,270 meteri'< in lc•nl!'Lh have h<'en C'onstruc tcd 

:111d l'C' Jlni1·cd. Mol'c th an ·!l.000 st l'Cet lu mp~ hnvc bern insta lled. 
whilP rnnf ls ncldi ng- up t.o 27,l!)H squnn• m<'lers have been l'Cpail'cd 

.1111i paved. Five mi ll?,;, ll'ces were pl11nlcd und 7.0 00 ,000 s0ed linJ!s 

1111.J saplings C' Ult.i valecl in nu1·se1·i<•s hctWC>C'n lih<' ralion and mid­

l!lii I. Of j:(°l'eal nduc lo lh<' immrdinlc su hul'hs of ('hangs ha has 
l11 ·t·n l'<'pai,. WOl'k t'll ITi rcl out on Ii I d11n1 s a nd dik es . 

JN vi winK the ovc1·11ll a.c·c·o111 plis h111 cm ls sincl' lihcrntion we lllU Hl 

not overlook lh<' fi e ld of t•ducatinn and <·ullur<'. F'o1· th e finit 

linw th£_ doo1· has hcC>n thrown open to workers and P<'a sants . 
11 nrl th1·-i,. child l'Cn. There has been an increase of 1 :i,3 rn 
' lu rl ents a nd 202 teachers in the c ity's 177 public n nd pl'ivnte 

primary schools. 

AL the same tim<' , the city now 

hai; many middl e schools us well .as 

thl'<'<' institutes of hig-Jw,. learning-. 
Mo1·<' nnd morr wo1·kerR nl'e atte nd­
ing- n if!'hl Hc hool, lo wipC' ool t ht< 
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n1a1·k of illiteracy stamped on them by the KMT. Already 15,000 
W'Orkers are studying in literacy classes. 

Exhibitions of various kinds have attracted tens of thous­
ands of visitors. There have been exhibitions on the interflow of 
native products, na t ional minorities, r es is t American imperialism 
11 n,.o a id Korea, and s uppression of counter-revolutionary elements . 

In the movie houses. new China 's budding mot ion pictu1·e in­
dustry has given the people man y fin e film s. Throughout the 
city there are 500 blackboard newspapers which attract large 
numbers of readers. Book stores are doing a good busi nes". 

The cha nges in Changsha ha \'e all been vital ones, affecting 
the ever yday lives of the city's popu lation. The people of 
Changsha are an t icipa t ing e\·en g reater ones as .ther cont inu e th~ 
b!J ilding of a democ ra ti c, p1·ogressi\'e ci t y. 

POW WRITES TO SENATOR 
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fIRS:-L.IEl TENA T Henry D. Wolz, A.O. 1 !J 0845'i , 
llS Air F orce, has a ppealed by let te r to hi s Se na­

tor, Lynd en n. J ohnso n of Texas. to "d,p something to 
s top th is in sane. inhuman war in Kor ea." 

Ta ke n p1·iso ner last Septe mber 17, Wolz \\'ri tes: 
"Since tha t day I have Jived in utter ama zement. 
learning man y facts of this wa r . .. . The fa cts ha\'c 
been proven a nd la id before me . 

" Why are Ame ri can so ldi ers tau'g ht that the""c hin ­
ese are unmerciful to the ir POW's? From t\\'o experi­
ences, I wa nt to sa y they· are de finitel y not , ancl the 
American peo.ple are being misled by sland e rouR pt\O­
paganda. This lead s t-0 the qu es tion of why are we in 
Korea fightin g a people that want peace? If th e 
Chinese people were interested in aggression, why 
would they treat POW's so kindly. P OW 's actually 
!ive with the Chinese soldier, eat from the same table 
of the same food . . By mea ns of slanderous propa­
ganda the Amer ican people ha ,-e been 1€d to Korea to 
fig~t wit h a peo ple whose onl y inter es t is peace with 
then· fellow man whether he be in Asia, Europe or 
America." 
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Ho Kuo-cheng-A Model Teacher 

<:INCE land reform, nearly 
all of the peasants of Wu 

Li Hsiang, a group of villages 
in Honan, have been faith­
folly attending literacy class­
es. While 80 percent of their 
children study at three pri­
mary schools, the adults at­
tend four people 's schools. 
Attendance at the latter varies 
from 800, during the busy 
part of the year, to 1,400 dur­
ing the winter. 

More than 200 adults have 
learned 800 characters; of 
these, 37, after two years' 
study, know 1,300 characters. 
'I'.rn!se peasant-st~dents can 
now read, writ.e and calculate, 
and during the past year most 
of .them took part in local 
government work. 

What are the reasons for 
this great st;ccess in educa­
cational work? Fundamental 
were the correct leadership of 
tl\I! C~mmunist 'Party and peo­
ple's government, and the 
deep desire of the peasants to 
learn. But the work of teacher 
Ho Kuo-cheng was also an im­
portant factor. He encourag­
ed the people to learn, de­
pended upon them, and work­
ed like a trojan ,to solve the 
many difficu.J~'wbich arose. 

Feb~ 

, Chang Shu-chi 

JN October 1949 the hsien 
people's government decided 

to establish a prima~y school 
in Wu Li Hsiang and appoint­
ed Ho Kuo-cheng as its first 
teacher. Upon his arrival he 
posted an announcement of 
the opening of the sc)lool, but 
only a dozen children enrolled 
and nobody came to school. 

Ho Kuo-cheng then talked 
with the peasants about the 
school and urged them to send 
their children. Some said they 
were too busy, some told him 
to wait a few days, others · 
avoided him. He asked the 
government cadres to help 
him, but they were busy col­
lecting public grain and had 
no time. He grew very de­
pressed. · 

But then he remembered 
what the chief of the hsien 
edacational department had 
told him: "I am confident that 

• you are able to establish the 
school and run it well" He 
!felt that he must renew his 
efforts and find a solution. He 
decided to help with the grain 
collection, and used the op­
portunity to explain the need 
for educational work. · 

The district ~overnment 
praised W:u Li Hsiang for its 
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good grain collection, and 
young teacher Ho got a good 
word for his capable and 
·energetic work. In this way, 
he obtained the support of his 
fellow cadres. 

Nevertheless, only 13 stu­
dents turned up when school 
opened. The children, remem­
bering how students were 
h~aten by teachers in the 
past, were afraid of Ho. But 
word got around that the new 
teacher didn't beat his pupils, 
und even accompanied the 
littlest ones home. The other 
children began to lose their 
fear, talked to the teacher, and 
found out that he was very 
kind. Soon the number of 
pupils increased to 60. 

With so many more students, 
the teacher was very busy. 
No matter how busy he was, 
he, nevertheless took the time 
to help the cadres with their 
work. He studied with them, 
read the newspapers to the 
people, and at night helped 
the cadres with their figures. 
He missed sleep, but said no­
thing about it. In return, all 
the cadres wanted to help him 
overcome his difficu.Jtles with 
the school work. 

The students became more 
polite and diligent, and 
teacher Ho increased his <>wn 
efforts. He went out to meet 
pupih1 who came from other 
villages, contributed a ·month's 
salary to buy textbooks for the 
poorest students, and took a 
sympathetic interest in . their 
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fa'mily conditions. The peas­
ants all said that he was an 
able, good-tempered teacher. 

His reputatior, rose. In the 
8ame winter of 1949, more 
than a hund1·ed you1T1g people 
asked him to start a literacy 
class. He began a people's 
school for illiterates, and was 
so busy he didn't even return 
home for the winter vacation. 
After the Lunar New . Year, 
there were 130 pupils in the 
primary school and 160 stu ­
dents in the people's school, 
and from ·that time on, educa­
tion in Wu Li Hsiang made 
rapid progre5s. 

BUT there were set-backs. 
In the spring of 1950, Ho 
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Kuo-cheng was transferred to 
another district, and his suc­
cessor's attitude and work 
were very bad. The people's 
school closed and fewer chil­
dren went to the primary 
school. The people missed their 
old teacher very much and 
hoped for his return. 

He did return in October. A 
welcoming crowd surrounded 
him in the school yard. Point­
ing to the dead sunflowers, 
broken benches, and unkempt 
grass, they said, "Teacher Ho, 
if you had been here, how 
could things have gotten like 
this?" Within a few days, 
primary school attendance was 
up to 150, the people contri­
buted wood to make desks and 
benches, and three more teach­
ef'S were invited to Wu Li 
Hsiang. The people )oved Ho 
Ku.o-cheng more than ever. 

With the efforts of Ho 
and progressive elements, 
four peo.ple's schools were 
established in Wu Li Hsiang, 
with an enrollment of 640 
young men and women. All 
four teachers were kept very 
busy; every night, Ho Kuo­
cheng went to inspect the 
classes through all kinds of 
weather. 

Teacher Ho paid great atten­
tion to the use of teaching 
materials connected with the 
main works of the govern­
ment. For examp~, early in 
1951 he to~J!Js students 

February iefi) 

about the patriotic defense 
task of taking military train­
ing. As a , result, 370 stu­
dents in the people's schools 
enrolled as volunteers for the 
armed forces. He told about 
the local model agricultural 
worker, and helped to <>rgan­
ize 50 mutual-aid growps. 

Under. his leadership, both 
practical teaching and public­
ity work were well done. In 
the schools he taught how to 
eliminate locus~. write letters 
and calculate sums; outside he 
worked to set up eight loud­
~peaker stations, five news­
paper reading groups and 11 
blackboard newspwpers. 

JN March, 195Q, Ho Kuo-cheng 
was elected model teacher 

of. the hsien and attended the 
All-China Workers' and Farm­
ers' Educational Conference 
in Peking. 
Why does Ho Kuo-cheng work 

so hard? "I was so poor," he 
said, "that I wasn't able to 
graduate from junior middle 
school. Because of my poor 
qualifications, I couldn't . get 
aiiy work in KMT days. But 
thE: Communist Party liberat­
ed me, gave me a house and 
land, and especially the o.p­
portunity t<l' study. No mat­
ter how serious the difficulties 
are, every time I think of 
Chairman Mao and our new 
government I know I have the 
strength to overcome tJtem." 
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CHINA'S YOUNG PIONEERS 
Thousands of children have won admission into the 

Young Pioneers' organiz.ation in the 'past two years because 
of their outstanding schola,ship, athletic skill, leadership 
and all-round ability. In this organization the future 
community leaders of the new China are obtaining an 
opportunity for early development of their talents. 

Organized upon the basis of service to the people as 
the highest ideal, the Young Pioneers are tireless workers 
on behalf of their fellow students. 

Below: Young Pioneer meeting di9CUssing curren_t events 
and analyzing reports in the newspapers. On the basis of their 
own. preliminary study, they will take an &ctive role in leading 
school-wide di1CUa9ion among the students. 

* 
* 

Above: Young Pioneers in Shanghai's Hongkew district p1 
forming a New Y eu's Day skit for their fellow students. 

* 
BelOw: Chinese Young Pioneers posing with German You1 

Pione;n at the Berlin International Young Pionei;rs Summ 
Camp last year. 



Letter from , Kunming 

KUNMING was liberated 
December 9, 1949, without 

fighting, although Kuomintang 
planes came over '.for a couple 
of weeks afterwards until 
Chiang's forces were decisively 
defeated. 

Residents were amazed 
that the PLA men were 
11ot billeted in t heir homes, 
us waR the cnse with the 
KMT troops, but in the big 
western-style ibui ldings · tihat 
formerly belonged to the Kuo­
mintanl(' officialR. Many thought 
that their polite wayR were 
only for show at the beginning, 
and that in a few months' time 
they would act just like KMT 
troops. 

In fact, many were skeptical 
of everything. All they believ­
ed in· was silver coins. They dis­
trusted the People'1.1 Currency 
at first, thinking it, too, would 
tum out to 'be a delusion, just 
like Chiang's "Gold Yuan." 
After the rice riots before 
liberation, plentiful rice sup­
plies seemed too good to be 
true. 

In two years, the people 
have found out that the PLA 
is really their own ar)lly, that 
the currency is stable, and 
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that rice is alw.ays available. 
Opiu·m suppression, for long 

a !bitter joke in KMT days, has 
actually .been carried out. 
Dealers were registered, addicts 
were ~ed to cure them­
selves, and an immense store . 
of opium was publicly burned 
at the end of the First People's 
Rcpre11entativcs' Conference. 

Evil-doers, who ran Rocict.y 
for thei1· own benefit in the 
old days, are no longer tolera­
ted. 

One example is the notori­
ous profitt!er whoRe nick­
name was "The Golden Tiger," 
who became so rich manipula­
ting tho market that he easily 
avoided jail by bribery. After 
liberation, tho government 
warned him two or lhree times 
to cease hi s unlawful activi­
ties, but he turned a deaf ear. 
At last he was arrested, sen­
tenced to death, and his pro­
perty was confiscated. 

NOWADAYS, a universj~Y 
education is much easier 

to obtain. Before liberation, 
many high school students 
couldn't a/ford to come lo 
Kunming to take entrance ex­
aminations; now such examina-
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tiemi are given in their own 
or nearby towns. 

At Yunnan University, two 
auditori ums and five other 
large buildings have been built, 
and at my own Teacher~· 
Col lege classes are held in two 
line new buildings that replace 
the old, dilapidated stnictures 
which were pulled down las t 
winter. Thousands of books 
have been added to the main 
libra ry. 

Culturnl activities have be­
come widespread among the 
people. There are many black­
ooa rd newspapers, and classes 
for illiterates a1·e held every­
where. In the evenings, one 
can sec many middle-aged men 
and women hurrying to thei1· 
classes, each carrying a b0ok 
and little bench. Many new 
book and stationery stores 
have opened , and Yhave given 
up cou nting the fountain pen 
shops, there are B<> many. 

When the campaign to 
Hupprc>ss the counter-revolu­
t ionaries got Under way, -some 
of the residentR said at first 
that. the punishments were too 
severe. But after we s tudied 
their crimes, such misplaced 
pity turned to hatred. One 
said that such criminalf1 were 
like lice in your clothing; they 
should be cleared out once and 

· for all. 
The people's attitude toward 

the police has also changed 
greatly. T?hy, n 

1 

longer add­
ress a poli"c an as "Mr.", but 

Febrwi ry -i(,2 

as "comrade," and the children 
call them "uncle." 

I RECENTLY visited the 
Kunming Technical School, 

from which I graduated. I 
hardly recognized it. The 
machines are actually being 
operated by the students, in­
s tead of by paid workers, as 
before. The dormitories had 
been rebuilt and the students 
had plowed and planted the 
unused land Qll the campus. 

The school is now a scene 
of busy, purpose.Jul activity, 
from morning exercises to 
evening group study. What 
a contrast to my days, 
when the rich students spent 
their time in their tea shop 
"classrooms" and studied their 
chess "lessons I" 

So W'e idled away our time, 
dozing in the classes, and as 
graduation approached all we 
could do was give each other 
mournful comfort by saying, 
"Well, maybe Heaven will help 
us!" 

The teachers told us what 
they were going to ask on the 
examinations; we studied the 

• right places in the texts and 
wrote it out on examination 
day, Then we were free: free 
for joblessness and despair. 

I remember how we were 
once hustled down into the 
school shop to pose, in attitu­
des of work, tools in our 
hands, for a professional 
photographer. We found 011t 
later that the pictures were 
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exhibited at a technical exhibit 
in Nanking! Such was "tech­
nical education" under the 
KMT. 

These days, the students are 
all working and studying 
hard; they are learning a 
great deal, which they know 
will be useful to them. All 
this year's graduates have 
jobs. Enrollment has doubled, 
from .300 to 600. And next 
year, there will be girls among 
the graduating students. 

RECENTLY, the Yunnan 
Native Products Exhibi­

tion w'as inaugurated, at which 
5,000 different kinds of pro­
ducts were shown. Popular 
interest was intense, and the 
halls were crowded. At the 
"Resist America and Aid 
Korea" exhibit, I saw a group 
of peasants marveling at a 
large globe. 

"Wlhat a hig melon that is," 
one muttered, wonderingly. 

"I '.ve never seen one as big as 
that in my life!" · 

As the young woman atten­
dant was busy explaining the 
exhibit to another group, I 
went up and told them it was 
our earth, and showed them 
where China was, and the loca­
tion of the Soviet Union, 
America and Korea. 

When 'she saw how close 
Korea was to China and 
how far from America, 
one woman spoke out: 
"Evidently it's America that 
is ambitious and aggressive." 
I went on and explained the 
importance of increasing pro­
duction in order to support 
our volunteers in Korea. One 
middle-aged woman's reaction 
was typi<:.a:l' of the group. 

"Yes," she said grimly, "the 
qhiang bandits dragged my 
husband away, stole everything 
I had. But now I have re­
t urned to my home and have 
been given land, ...thanks to 

Chairman Mao. I want to give 
more for the volunteers . " 

On the way out, I overheard 
a city resident telling her 
friend that she had never 
realized her own province pro­
duced so many things. She 
had always thought that for­
eign countries could produce 
things, but not China 
now she knew different. So, 
from peasant and city dweller 
alike, we can see the great 
upsurge in confidence and 
patriotism among the people. 

CHRISTIANITY in Kunming 
has also entered upon a 

new day. The old despotic 
foreign missionaries, control­
ling all church affairs and 
doling out their hypocritical 
"philanthropy,'' are gone. 
· After liberatiJil, '""e Chris­
tians, far from being ignored, 
foun d ourselves as much a 
part of society as any other 
group. On the one hand, 
Christian representatives were 
invited to meetings on all 
levels, and on the other hand, 
church property was exempted 
from house taxes. 

Gradually, the Christian 
membership learned how they 

.. ~/ 

,,.,:),, 

had been imposed upon by im­
perialistic ,agents in the guise 
of missionaries, who engaged 
in political activities, opened 
schools and hospitals that 
chiefly served the rich, and 
caused thousands of Chinese 
youths to regret that they 
were Chinese. Now they see 
that they must sever connec­
tions with the imperialists and 
build up a truly Chinese 
Christian church. 

Now, all the Christian chur­
ches have united and are as 
active in public affairs as 
other organizations. The 
patriotic donation was turned 
in ahead of time, the Yunnan 
Bible School is running even 
better than before li:beration, 
and an evening class for 
illiterates is held at Trinity 
Church. 

Both Wen Ling Chapel and 
Christ Church are open for 
students' and general people's 
meetings. " The church belongs 
to our country now, and the 
country belongs to the pe<rple," 
says the pastor of Wen Ling 
Chapel. "\Ve are glad to see 
you make good use of our 

' buildings." 
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Discovery of China 
K. A. Abbas I 

r

-• ;;r~~.· -~b::.:-:;11~ • • • ;r::r:~:. • ~~r· :::1: • 0

p:ace, 
known Bombay newspaper· must, we believe, be sought 
man, wa1 a member of the elsewhere, China's support of 
Indian Goodwill Mi11ion the principle of "peaceful co• 
which attended the October 1 existence" has been emphasiz-
celebratiom in Peking last ed time and again in the 
year and which visited a num· statements of her leaders, 
her of other cities in China. while the hundred1 of millions 
In the following article Mr. of Chinese signatures on the 
Abbas tells of his discovery Stoclcholm World Peace Ap· 
of the new China and of 'his peal and on the petition for 
most vivid impressions. This a five-power peace pact suffi· 
. account of hia trip to China, ciently indicate the fee.ling1 of 
we believe, is of special signi· the Chinese people. 
ficance at this time when in· As to whether or not China 
ter~ a~road-particula~ly i!' will be able "to peacefully 
India-in the new China 18 transform4 the individualist 
rapi!fly increasing. . . basis of [her] agricultural 

In the cour.se o~ h11 art.'cle. economy into mechanized col-
Mr. Abbas raises, ''.1 our v~ew, Iectivization," we see no rea· 
a . few controver11al points son why this presumed future 
which may, as he says, pro· development should be other 
voice "healthy controversy" than peaceful. 
whii:h "'.ill in turn promote It has been '°";"ur ob· 
dartficat1on and thus be bene· ' th h "I I d 
Ii · I 11 S h · t · servahon at, w 1 e ea er· c1a to a . uc a pom 1S h " · d "d 
hi heavily emphasized one s •p an gw ance may com.i 

bos " tt f ,·al from above, the actual carry· a ut a new pa em o soc . f ts 
1 · " h · h to mg out o great movemen 

revo utton w 1c see~iu is done by the nonple them· 
us to overlook the ba11c fact I La d f ... -- · ~·a 
h · · Ch" • d se ves. n re orm 11 a c~ t at 1t is ma s vanguar · · t. It · ' de ed 

cla-the working clas1 - in pom . IS never or r 
which in alliance with the f~om above in t~e _form of a . 

' h d · f · h d1ctat. Rather, 1t 19 only be' 
. peasants, as an . IS urn11 • n when the farmers are 
mg. the leade_rsh1p of the ~ad to do the job them· 
Chmese revolution. I y 

I 
The answer to his query se ves. 

as to whether China will be Again, the point about 
able . to unite with other peace· b~~aking "through the vicious 

t •::le~~-:a:i::• • 
0~ 

0
a

0 
•:::::: • • • ::c:e~f secrecy:• ::::i:. _.. 
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LJNLIKE the Europeans who have always arrogantly believed 
that they possess the ultimate wisdom and, therefore, have 

nothing to learn from any other people, ~e of the East have 
sc.ught knowledge wherever we could find it. 

There is an old Arab proverb which says, "Go in search of 
knowledge-even if you have to travel as far as China." 

Fifteen centuries ago, Chinese pilgrim-travellers like Fa 

;~~il~~;~~:;~!:a;;~~!. ,, 
foundation, as reference to 
the Common Program will 
readily show, as will the prac· 
tical day to day experiences 
of the people during the past 
two and a half years. In fact, 
our personal observation is 
that the atmosphere of new 
China is incomparably freer 
than that of the put • 

Finally, we cannot find 
justification for hia fear that 
new China is neglecting her 
cultural heritage. Throughout 
the country there has been a 
tremendow cultural upaurge 
since liberatiefn. Old folk 
arts are beigg revived and in 
many cases revised, while ex- l 
plorations into various new I 
fields are simultaneously be· 
in& 'undertaken. It might be 
possible to disagree with, or j 
criticize some aspects of cul' 
ture in new China, but is is 
hardly possible, it seems to 
us, to entert;Jin serioc l fean 
that there will be any neiilect 
of either China's cultural 
heritage or of its future de­
velopment. 

We feel sure that Mr. Abbas 
will welcome any commt>nts 
which readers may wish to 
mak,.. on these or other points, 
for, as he i?::ay 

1 ~e is "alwayjs 
ope~ .t con 1chon and cor· 
rection.' · 1tor. · 

--

Hien and Hiun Tsang were 
making the arduous journey 
over the snow-clad mountains 
to seek wisdom in the temples 
and monasteries of India. 

Now we, pilgrims of the 
twentieth century, come to 
pay a return visit to China 
t o seek the new wisdom that 
throbs with life in t he fields, 
factories and workshops of 
new China. 

The Chinese pilgrims who 
went to India 1,500 years ago 
have recorded fuat the people 
of India were so honest that 
no one ever locked his door , 
and so hospitable that when­
ever a traveller asked for 
water, he was given milk to 
drink. 

But, alas, through the 
years of tyrannical monarch­
ies, decaying and degenerate 
feudalism, and two centuries 
of imperialist oppression, our 
people came to lose many, if 
not all, of our ancient 
virtues. Because we did not 
lock the doors of our country, 
the imperialist bandits1 
posing as merchants and 
traders, carrying Bibles. in 
one hand and guns in the 
other, entered our country 



(as later they were to enter China to force their poi­
. 1>onous opium on the Chinese pe01ple) not only to exploit. but' 
to conupt our people. And so came a time when we had no milk 
to offer our guests-and sometimes, not even water! 

We are now in the process of re-birth which is also the 
process of re-discovery. And while trying to re-discover an·d 
re-make India, we also must re-discover our old friend and 
neigh~or-China. So when the invitations came from the people's 

~o gamzations of China for the National Day celebrations, we 
g1 tef l accepted, in spite of the short notice, and hastened to 
Pekmg, e of us leaving quite important and even urgent 
tasks behind. · 

We came because we felt that, in the context of the present 
precaril\us sit~ation, when the ~eace of t~e world hangs in the 
balance \if As ia, there was nothmg more important and urgent 
than the solidarity of the Asian peoples which alone can frustrate 
and defeat the diabolical designs of the warmongers. 

We came, we saw, and our hearts were conquered-by the 
overwhelming hospitality, by the dynamic spirit that animates 
all th~ activities of · reconstruction, by the towering personalities 
of Chrna's leaders as well as the vibrant friendly smiles on the 
faces of the common Chinese people, whom we met-farmers 
and workers, soldiers and militiamen, labor heroes and heroines, 
but especially the children who simply" captiVfit"ed us. 

. It will require a book to record all my impressions of New 
Chma. In a short article like this I can only give expression to 
my mixed feelings of joy and wonder and awe-joy to find a 
brother Asiatic people marching ahead in so determined and 
dynamic a manner, wonder at the measure of achievements in 
so short a time, and awe at the· enormity of the tasks~ social 
and economic reconstruction that the Chinese people have dared 
to tackle. 

_A few impressions dominate the others-an ~Id peasant who, 
until two years. al;l'o, was ~ lan?less laborer proudly showing me 
the. clo~k _and rad10 and ~1s children's schoolbooks in his cottage 
a~d pomtmg to .:. portrait of Chairman Mao Tse-tung "Due to 
him, all this is due to him!" The wrinkled face of a 77 year-old 
wom~n, w_ho saw all three of her sons butchered by the KMa'.. 
react1onanes, as she told me, "My sons' deaths are avenged at 
las~, ~ut ~ want to live another 25 years to see full-fledged 
soc1~1tsm m my country." The happy faces of the children, 
wavmg flowers, as they marched past through Tien An Men 
Square on October 1. ,And the fact that at a reception that he 
gave to the foreign delegations I shook hands with Premier Chou 
En-lai but, until 15 minutes later when we were properly in-
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troduced, did not know that the square-faced, square-shouldered 
youngish-looking official who received us at t}le gate was the 
Prime Minister of the world's most populous country! 

That reception was memorable for another reason, too. After 
his welcome speech the Prime Minister did an incredible thing 
-it is without a precedent even in the so-called democracies-­
ho invited his guests to speak out their minds, if they had ques­
tions to ask, or any comments or suggestions or even critici.sni 
to offer regarding what they had seen in China. Now I believe 
that only those who have confidence in themselves and in their 
cause can cheerfully take criticism-to the tyrants the slightest 
word of criticism is like a red rag to the bull. 

I admired the incisive, courteous, dignified and friendly way 
in which Premier Chou dealt with the questions--unruftled even 
by the few unnecessarily rude ones,. e.g. one which implied that 
a powerful China might take the imperialist road - for fu)!y 
three hours. 

I, too, was tempted to take advantage of that unique oppor­
tunity to give my impressions of New China, but there were so 
many others anxious to have their say or to ask questions that 
I chose to hold back. But what I wanted to say there, I will 
now try to say here. 

"To see ourselves as others see us"-it is not only a sound 
moral doctrine, but also an exercise in objective self-analysis 
and self-criticism wl<ich, as I said before, only the really sincere 
and the truly great can afford to indulge iri. That, I believe, 
was the point of Premier Chou's amazing invitation. 

Because the Chinese people are too near, and direct!Y.-._ in­
volved in the cataclysmic and revolutionary events in their coun­
try, they are sometimes liable to miss the full measure of their 
own achievements. The .foreign visitor, if he be friendly as well 
as frank, on the other hand, can sometimes see in a flash many 
things that the people of the counh'y might have overlooked or 
ignored as trivial. 

For instance, to the Chinese the' Land Reform is the first 
great step taken by the new regime. To us, from other Asiatic 
countries, it is somethhg far more important-a historic event 
"(hich will have far-rei.ching effects on the destiny of Asia as a 
whole, on its life and prosperity, its culture and civilization. 

Likewise, the daring experiment of " People's Democracy".:_ 
i.e. the working class leading a coalition of different parties, 
united on a ·yprio c "Common Program"-appears to us as far 
more signific · an many people in China seem to irrtagine." 
It sets a new attern of social revolution that is as different 
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from the orthodox concept of revolution as Marxism was different 
from the Eighteenth Century liberalism of England. 

Coming from agricultural countries, still suffering from the 
hangover of feudalism, we appreciate perhaps better than some 
Chinese do, the phenomenal speed at which they . have bee~ a~le, 
within two years, to change their minds and hab1ts-subst~tuti~g 
scil'nce for superstition, action and endeavor for ~he mer~1a 
of fatalism, democratic self-government for the Confucian doctrine 
of obedience. 

The Chinese people have confounded and disproved the or­
thodox theorists of revolution who have laid do~n that peasants, 
simply because they were peasants, would never be able to be 
the vanguard of a revolution-a privilege that they r~served. for 
the industrial proletariat, and by .implication, for the industrially 
advanced countries of the West. They have proved that the 
farmers of Shensi and Hopeh and Hunan, though they may have 
never handled machinery in a factory, when properly led, can 
be>. greater revolutionaries than the highly industrialized workers 
of England and America. . 

So I look at China's revolution not only in terms of what it 
has achieved for China but also in terms of the path it has blazed 
for other countries, particularly of Asia. The Chinese people 
have revolutionized not only a vast country but the whole con­
tinent of revolutionary thought-they have revolutionized the 
very concept . of revolution! 

These wider implications of their revolution, if they ~ill 
permit me to say so, confer historical privileges as well as im­
pose historical responsibilities on them. Will they be able, for 
instance, to expand the concept of "People's pemocracy''. )Q. the 
international field-to bring together the ·var1ous countries pro­
fessing or practicing different ideologies on a "Common Pro­
gram" of peace? Will they be able to peacefiill~ transform . the 
individualist basis of their agricultural economy mto mechanized 
collectivization? 

Secure as their new regime is in the affections and trust of 
all classes of the people, will it be able to break through the 
vicious circle of secrecy, censorship and secrecy, and limitation 
of personal liberties, which revolutionary regimes ~ee~ to find 
as unavoidable and inevitable to counteract the mtr1gues of 
reactionaries and counter-revolutionaries? And, finally will they 
be able to synthesize the cultural heritage of their past with 
the dynamic urges of the present? 

This last quesbion concerns more intimately the intellectuals, 
the writers and artists, "the engineers of the human soul," as 
Stalin called them. Chairman Mao also, I recall, has descybed 
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the responsibilities of the intellectuals in similar terms 
. Ne"'. China, as it develops, will answer the {mportant. ques­

tion which has baffled many progressives in all lands-whether 
a revolutionary society must necessarily reject and discard 
the past and build on completely new foundations? Is the cul­
tural development of the past to be regarded IUJ a whole as a 
hateful remnant of feudalism--0r is the be~t in the old art 
liberature, crafts, and graces of culture to be regarded as ~ 
national treasure which was so long usurped by the ruling 
classes, and should now be restored to the people? 
. I . raise the question because. I feel that the Chinese people, 
m s~1te of ~ll. ~orms of oppression, had evolved a gracious way 
of life, a civilized code of courteous behaviour a humanistic 
outlook on life, a sensitive and imaginati...-e use dr their artistic 
senses, ~n ii;tense love of life and of beauty, and if they reject 
all that 1t will be as great a tragedy as if they passed a decree 
that all the beautiful Ming V1lies should be destroyed because 
they represent the monarchical era. 

I ~ave rais.ed . t~is question because, while admiring the 
d'.1'11am1sm and d1sc1phne of China's youth, I have been somew~ 
d1s~urbed by their indifference to the old history and culture of 
their coun~ry. While the far-sighted leaders like Chairman Mao ~ 
and ~rem1er Chou no d&ubt have declared that only what was 
react1~nary and ~ad jn the old culture would be rejected, actually 
very httle attenti~m s~ems to be paid nowadays to history, ·art, 
~rchaeology, classical literature and traditional crafts-and there 
~ · a danger that not by deliberate destruction but by years of 
md1fference the people may come to lose what is a precious cul-
tural heritage of theirs and of the people of the world. 

I do hope that the drab uniformity of the blue trousers and 
coats that men and women, boys and girls, are wearing in China 
today marks only a temporary phase of voluntary austerity. Like 
other good things in life, l ~uty belongs to the people! 

And so I end, again rejoicing in the discovery of China which 
has been. the most inspiring experience . of my life, and hope 
that I will not be. regarded as presumptuous or ungrateful if I 
suggest to my fn~nds-the writers and artists of China-that 
they to? need to d1scover---0r, rather, re-discover-their China, 
t~e ancient country that has just experienced the throes of re-
1>1rth! ~ country as old and impregnable as the Great Wall which 
we v1s1~, as ne.w and dynamic as the jet planes we have seen 
the aviator~ . flying, an the tractors that we have seen the 
~.easants driving. Th'.e reat Wall, as a symbol of the country's 
istory and p~t a ' ements, belongs to the Chinese people as 

much as the Jet pla s and the tractors. 

February 1952 159 



New Direction for Banks 
Shanghai's ban/es have · cleaned house. No longer do 

fly-by-night "hanks," specializJng in one-day loans to 
speculators, dominate the city's economy. Today's ban/es 
are uniting in giant combines in order to issue long term 
loans for planned expansion of industrial and agricultural 
production. 

CHINESE private banking 
has undergone sweeping 

reforms necessitated by the 
great change in the political 
and economic structure of 
China and by the imperialist­
inspired blockade of China's 
ports, trade embargo and 
freezing of China's credits. 

Before Liberation 
Before liberation, Chinese 

tanks--with some exceptions 
-were for the most part 
agents of speculators, bureau­
cratic officials or imperialist 
&gents organized for the pur­
pose of exploiting the people. 
Jn the economic chaos of 
China between VJ Day and 
liberation, the banks, especial-
ly the dozens of fly-by-night 
c'nterprises that had been or­
ganized on a shoe-string, 
found a source of profit in 
speculation but none in pro- -
ductive investment. · 

Afte1· liberation, when spe­
culation was ended, many of 
these banks were incapable of 
rendering any constructive 
service, with the result tpat a 
number went bankrupt or 
were closed by the authorities, 
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for engaging in various illegal 
practices such as commodity 
a nd currency speculation, de­
frauding of depositors, inabil­
ity to meet clearing house 
obligations, etc. 

At the time of liberation, 
towards the end of May, 1949, 
there were 232 banks in 
Shanghai, including 200 pri­
vate Chinese banks. The 
others were semi-governmenei­
and foreign -owned. The 200 
private banks included 115 
commercial banks, 80 small 
"native" banks, and five trust 
corporations. 

Owing · to the extremely 
shaky capitalization of.-many 
of these banks, the great 
changes in liberated Shanghai 
found them unable to carry 

-on, and three banks closed 
from June to August. The 
regulation:. controlling private 
banking, requiring banks to 
increase their capital to a •• 
prescribed minimum, caught 
many more banks; by the end 
of September, 20 had closed 
because of unwillingness or 
inability to increase their 
capital. By the end of 1949 
the People's Bank ordered 
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10 more banks to close be­
cause of mismanagement. 

The opening months of 1960 
were disastrous for unsound 
banks. In February, 16 banks 
were closed; in March, 33; in 
April, 22; and in May, 18. 
Of th e 124 banks that went 
under in the year following 
liberation, the majority had 
been organized u·nder ab­
normal conditions, either dur­
ing the Japanese puppet days 
(24 banks) or during the 
KMT control period after VJ 
Day (66 banks). The closures 
of banks which had been 
established before the Japan­
ese war were due chiefly to low 
credit or to the flight of di­
rectors or managers, who in 
some cases made" off with the 
reserves before liberation. 

Today, the existing • banks 
are those which qave passed 
the crucial tests of the past 
two and a half years, during 
which infl ation and specula­
tion have been eliminated, 
while the imperialists have 
imposed a blockade and frozen 
Chinese capital assets ab1 )ad. 

The first banking combine, 
organized last year, consists 

. of 11 banks; t he second, of 16; 
the third, of 12; the fourth, 
of six; and the fifth, of seven 
banks. 

In addition to these groups, 
~ two' others have recently been 

organized under two joint 
administrative offices to form 
two semi-g-Qvernmen)' banks. 
The first grou~...Q]itains 13 
banks. The second group is 

made up of five banks, the so­
called "Northern Five." 

The two s~mi-government 
banking groups mentioned 
above have not yet reached. 
the final stage of amalgama­
tion. They have just complet­
ed the first stage; that is, while 
each member bank retains its 
separate legal existence, each 
group has a joint administra­
tion controlling the individual 
member banks. This interim 
arrangement has been made 
because the present situat_ion 
demai;ds the immediate r eal­
ization of the centralization of 
administration and business. 
Eventual consolidation is fore­
seen, but this is a complicated 
procedure and :will require 
time. 

There are important reasons 
for this uniting of separate 
banks into larger groups. 
After the long, destructive 
anti-Japanese war .and the 
milking<..Qf_ the economy by the 
KMT and its foreign suppor­
ters, the capital of these 
banks was greatly reduced. In 
order, therefore, to meet the 
urgent need f<11' bonafide, 
long-term production loans, 
the · small, scattered capital 
funds of many banking enter­
prises must ~e accumulatM 
for profitable use. 

At present, these banking 
groups are exerting their 
efforts to carry out two im­
p<>"rtant tasks, in accordance 
with the ~olicies of the gov­
ernment. The first of these 
tasks is to increase the amount 



of deposits, and the second is 
to increase the scope of pro­

. ductive Joans to industry. 

More Savings 
One source of the money 

China needs for national con~ 
struction is the savings of in­
dividuals on deposit at the 
banks. The more savings, the 
more capital will be available 
for Joans to productive agents. 

In this field of increasing 
the number and amount of de­
posits, the bitnks have much 
room for development. It is 
estimated that of the 140,000 
business and industrial units 
in Shanghai, only 50,000 are 
bank customers. . The rest, 
smallscale workshops, mer­
chants and pedlers, have no 
connection with the banks. In 
the rural areas, the condition 
is even more serious. In many 
provinces, neither rural areas 
nor city suburbs have banking 

l~nyang 

Pears 

* 
Bank loans 
to farmers 
for new 
equipment, 
fertilizers 
and general 
land im- · 
provement 
have 6een 
important 
in making 
last fall's 
bumper 
harvest 
possible. 

facilities. These facts show 
that the banks have wide 
prospects for developing their 
business and rendering ser­
vice to the people. 

The second task of t he 
banks, to extend Joans to busi­
ness and industry, i:i even 
more important than that of 
absorbing deposits. The pur­
pose served by the process 
of bank loans is to re-distri­
bute nation.al resources, and 
the net result of many sepa­
rate decisions by bank man­
agers regarding loans may be 
to aid either the speculative 
or the productive trend. 

At present, it is the duty 
of the banks to see that all 
loans extended ~re actually 
for the benefit of the people; 
all loans must have as their 
ultimate aim the increase of 
production. The government's 
People's Bank, in its capacity 
of supervisor over the activ-

ities of the private banks, 
has the duty of seeing that 
this princi.ple is carried out. 

To ensure this, the. new 
feature of the Joint Loan De­
partment has been inaugurat­
ed. The People's Bank and 
the ·private banks exte~ 
Joans collectively to farmers, 
factories or g~rnment or-
ganizations. '\ 

During the past two years, 
this clepartment has made 
huge loans to farmers for the 
purchase of farm implements 
and fertilizers, and to fac­
tories for the purchase of raw 
materials. At times, export­
able goods, such as tea and 
silk, have been purchased in 
order to support prices of 
these commodities and thus 
indirectly to help • maintain 
continuous prod ction. 

The main function of this 
advanced type of bank loan 
i~ to pool all the available 
separate capital of the vari­
ous banks to meet the re­
quirements of large-scale 
enterprise. 

Another device to promote 
production and strengtl en the 
economy is the "business con­
tract system" between banks 
and productive agents. Under 
this system, the bank signs a 
contract with a factory or 
liusiness, promising to extend 
all loans necessary to the con­
duct of the business, but at 
the same time .reiuiring the 
latter to de~t..Jll its funds 
in the bank. 
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Contract System 
The contract system has the 

following significant charac­
teristics: 1) a close connection 
is established between the 
bank and the business; 2) 
this puts the bank in the posi­
tion to investigate the details 
of the debtor's - business, and 
to act as accountant and ad­
viser for the business, and 3) 
through it, a beginning has 
been made to carry out the 
plan of having each bank spe­
cialize in one particular line 
of trade or industry, in order 
to attain a division of labor. 

The contract system, and in 
general, the reorganfzation 
and improvement of the 
banks, is in itself helping to 
bring about the reorganiza­
tion and · improvement of in­
dividual enterprises with which 
they deal. A vivid example is 
that of the China Raincoat 
Factory, which, after a ff!!W 

months' operation of its con­
tract with the bank, reported 
a production level which more 
than iloubled the planned tar­
get. Another example is a 
local dyeing factory, which 
has been able to reduce 
its' interest payments by 
¥50,000,000 a month. 

Numerous illustrati"ons show 
clearly the new role of the 
banks as important aids in the 
regeneration of the economy. 
The Second Banking Group 
earmarked Y22,000,000,000 . 
for loans, and this amount 
has been approximated by 
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r each of the other groups, 
while the People's Bank has 
given even greater support to 
industry and farm produc­
tion. 

Par.tially as a result of the 
aid given by the banks, and 
the productive energy of the 
workers, food production has 
been increased to the extent 
that there is a SUl'plus, and 
cotton production has attained 
pre-war levels I Since the end 
of last year, production of 
paper has increased 50 per­
cent, and the intertlow of 
goods between city and coun-

. tryside has been greatly ex­
panded. This improvement in 
the national economy has been 
due in part to the successful 
carrying out of correct loan 
policy by the banks. 

During the past year, great 
changes have taken place in 
banking circles. It was a per­
iod of reorganization and 
amalgamation, and those 

uanks which have passed suc­
cessfully through the test have 
been rewarded by prosperity 
and profitable operation. 

The figures of deposits and · 
loans show the strengthening 
of the banks' position after 
the reorganization. By last 
March, compared with Decem­
ber 1950, combined deposits 
of ·public and. private banks 
increased 4 7 percent, combin­
ed loans 51 percent. The de­
J•Osits of private banking 
groups increased 22.6 percent 
in the sa~ period, while 
their loans increased 55.6 per­
cent. 

It is expected that the pri­
Yate banks will hasten their 
preparations for final amalga­
mation, as only when t_!iat is 
achieved will they be enabled 
completely to fulfill their task 
of aiding production and 
serving the people. 

TUNG PING-CHI 

cork goods 
·on display 
in Shanghai . 
With 
extension ° .... 
of bank ing 
faci Ii t ies 
lh1 Ol!ghou t 
the coun -
try, many 

Farm Production _Up 
Nearly all sections . of the country reported 

crops this past year, 1vt1h matry areas reporting 
harvests. 

Right: 
l'art of 
Tsinglao s 

~ apple crop 
being 
packed for 
shipment to 
hinterland 
markets. 

heavier 
record 
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Peasant Stories from Sb.ensi 
Hsieh Tso-chieh 

"WEEPING shakes the whole world; tear1 flow into a river!" Theae 
were the words wed by the peasants of Foukan Hsiang district 

to describe their lives under the despotic warlord Ma Pu-fan11: 11rul 
members of his family in the Northwest province of Shensi. Libera· 
tion haa shattered the control of this notorious family, and the effects 
of land reform have put an end to the need for such words. With 
the peasants owning the land, at new era has set in and there 11 hope 
for the future. In the Foulcan Hsiallg' district a great many moving 
stories of what land reform has meant to individual Peasants have 
•'J>read through the countryaide. 

• .. • 
A MOHAMMEDAN, Ma Te-yu -·used to be an itinerant farm 

laborer. Hardly had the comrades in charge of measuring 
out the peasants' share of the land finished than Ma took a few 
steps forward and bowed three times to the north . 

"What's that for?" the people around him asked. 
"I -want to bow to Chairman Mao!" he answered quietly. 
"But why bow to the north?" 
"Doesn't the Chairman live in the northern capital 

(Peking)?" 
" But Chairman Mao will never see you bow to him," joked 

one onlooker. 
"I don't care a sti' aw about that! . To see me bow or ~ 

cannot dimini sh my gratitude. Before, if I had worked as a 
farm hand for 10 years, yes, even for my wh,ole life I never 
would have been able to get the five mou of land I have today!" 

• • • 
BAO Fu-liang had many bitter memories. In the old days, 

when his wife was seriously sick, he had been dragooned by 
Ma Pu-fang's soldiers and forced to work on the construction o:L 
a road . . By the time he was finally allowed to return home his 
wife had died, and he was left as the sole suppoi;ter of ·a family 
of 10. ' 

For several generations Bao's family had not owned any 
lend. He rented 18 mou from a landlord and for this he had 
to pay 18 piculs of rice · a year as rent. The death of his wife 
and his heavy financial burden during the long years of KMT 
rule took a big toll, both mentally and physically. 
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When th ' s lands of the Ma warlord~ were divided up, 
Bao received f ur ou, on which there were four trees. Over­
night Bao Fu- iang ll came a happy man. As soon as ~~e la~d­
owncr signboard was riven into the gro~nd he was beside h_im­
f<eli with joy. He lay right down on !us new land, repeating 
over and over, "Our land , our land ." 

* • 

A
FTER paying their high rent and taxes, the tenants of Foukan 
Hsiang frequently didn't have a s much_ as a bundle of grass 

for their families. Some died of starvation nearly every year. 
Othe rs managed to keep alive, by selling whatever they owned 
and by begging work from a big landlord at any wages. 

Ma Tu-wa was a simple old man who, under the blow of the 
old feudal society, had become impoverished. At the age of ~O 
he was unable to keep up the struggle an~ was for_ced to ~ell his 
remaining bit of land and send his fannly of eight, big e:nd 
small, out to look fer work. For decades he had worked hke 
a beast but in his old age all hope was gone. . 

When the land was divided after liberation Ma . receiv~d five 
rnou. The old fellow was so pleased that it was hke tryin~ to 
keep a live chicken ,pn a hot griddle to get ~im to sleep a little 
late in the morning. He insisted on g~t.ting up . very early 
every day and i utting hi s basket of fertihzer on_ his b.ack and 
going into his fields. Ma also insisted on keeping his newly 
obtained signboard of land ownership stuck in the basket as he 
went about the fields. 
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People would ask: 
"What on earth is the 
reason for sticking the 
sign in your basket?" 

The old man's proud 
answer was simple: 
"Chairman Mao has help­
ed me get some of the 
warlords' land. B'efore, 
the big wigs always rode 
over all poor people but 
today the land belong'!! to 
us. Isn't it a wonderful 
thing that an old man like 
mt! can get a signboaz:d 
like this I" · 
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I Boom ·Days .for Railways 
-New lines under construction-rebuilding 
of old routes-new double track systems-out 
of the red for first time- freight and pass­
enger traffic up. 

CHI 

"fOR the past 80 years, 
ever since the first rail­

road in the country ~as built, 
there never has been a gov­
ernment in China which has 
given so much consideration 
to. the railways as the pre­
sent people's government." 
These words of a veteran rai l­
way worker, spoken at a Pe­
king meeting held by the 
Ministry of Railways. last 
year, explain why China's rail 
lines have made such great 
strides since liberation. 

In the early days of libera­
tion most of the nation's lines 
were greatly rundown, a re­
sult of Kuomirltang neglect 
and inefficiency. Rail spikes 
were loose and ties were old. 
Through the efforts of the 
country's railway workers 
nearly 6,000,000 ties were re­
placed and 51,400 ,00.0 cubic 
meters of rock were spread 
on roadbeds up to the middle 
of 1951. Lines open to traffic 
increased by nearly 1,QO<J 
miles as compared with 1949. 
Double tracking branch lines 
repaired and rebuilt totaled 

- il>8 

YU 

around 900 miles, while gen­
eral repair and maintenance 
work during this period total­
ed 20,000 miles. Signal in­
struments a nd machines in 
use showed an increase of 
more than 50 percent. 

* * 
B Y 1950 there was an ovE'r-

all plan for the railways. 
As a result of the efforts of 
the workers, the loading task 
for the whole year was ful­
filled 21 days ahead of sche­
du le, !\nd the quota of the 
number of passengers was 
completed 28 days in advance. 

The overfulfillment of t hese 
two targets.reversed the finan­
cial situation of the lines. 
Formerly, they suffered an 
annual deficit and had to be 
subsidized by the state treas­
ui·y. l.l 1950, the railways 
turned 'a large surplus income 
over to the government. Dur­
ing the first half of 1951, they 
carried out a plan which call­
ed for r.eceipts 10 percent 
above tile 1960 total , For the 
second half of 19 51, .the tar-
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get was raised by 20 percei:t 
above that for the first six 
months. 
· Three railway lines were 

built in 1951, two in the 
Southwest and one in the 
Northwest. These were. the 
Cheng Yu1 line (Chengtu to 
Chungking), the Lai Chen 
line '(from Lai Ping to Chen 
Nan Kuan) and the Tien La'n 
line (from Tien Shui to Lan­
chow). Repairs on existing 
roads were made on the Pao. 
Tien line· (from Pao Chi to 
Tien Shui) and on the Yuan 
Ping to Shuo Hsien section of 
the northern Tung Pu line. 
Work on laying double track 

from Tientsin to Shanhaikuan 
was also begun. 

The Cheng Yu line- runs 340 
miles from Chengtu to Chung­
king. Work began in June 
1950 and the 100-mile long 
section from Chungking to 
Yung Chuan was opened to 
traffic bv July 1, 1951. Regu­
lar passenger and freight 
service started on September 
1. The 75-mile length to Nei 
Kiang was ready for traffic 
by the end of last year. Ac­
cording to present plans, the 
entire Jirre will be ready by 
the end of 1952. 

The Lai Chen line runs from 
Lai Ping in Kwangsi to Chen 
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Nan Kuan on th • Vi •t Nam­
Chinn bol'd •r . Wor·k b •gnu 
in Oc tobe r I OliO. 111 MUl·ch 
I 06 1, I.he I :!0-milc long Hl'c ­
tion fro111 Lui l'J11ic to Nun-
11 i11ic wn11 op 'II lo truffi ·. Uy 
Octobe,. it hud b en extend d 
to Chu111e 8hnn, bl'inging the 
t<.tnl l •ngth of tlniHh d li11c 
to :106 mileH. Th whol pro­
j ec t w11 H to bo co mpl tc<l by 
th e 11d of luRt Nove mbc l' . 

The Ti 11 Lun line , 2:16 mile11 
10111(, l'LlllH from Ti n S hui lo 
l.unchnw in Uw Nol'thw"Ht 
f)l'o vi11. or K1111 Hu. Wol'k Oii 

tho roudhc•d h<'l(1111 i11 Moy 
lf)liO 1111<1 thu R •ction to Kun 
Ku WLI H opened to truffle Jruit 

Dt.'t• t•rnb ' I' I, one month uhl'lld 
of Rrhedule. Thl' job of build. 
i11g thiH li11 i11 purticulnrly 
difTl<•ult l)('l'lll lHC it JlU HHCfl 

th roul(h I he fumo11 11 locH11 HO ii 
whi .. h iH ext re mely Ho ft 11nd 
devo id .. r ro<'k H. A l{rcnt 
1111111y dit<'11"" u11d precipit·Ps in 
th• 11n•11 11ddrd to the difH <'uJ. 
ty. llOWt'\l l'r, the hig-h lll01·11 lo 
of I h Wol'l<Cl'11 und Cnl(in t'<'r­
i111( Ht11tr 1·cH11lted in l!,07l!,OOO 
l' ubic 111 c te l'11 of rock-fuced 
l'o11d bed lici nl( co mpleted by 
the fl ri<t hul f of lui<t Y<'ur. 

• 
Tll E ucco111pli 11hme11tR 1111ulc 

01r th• 1111tion'H 1·11ill'o11d11 

Railway worker1 8r Shihchian111han receivin11 their tlaily paper. 

J70 
- Li 1-1,,,a 
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in I 061. reached the s tandard 
Het hy tho Soviet Union in her 
llr11l li vt..'-ycur ruilw11y rt.'COn­
~trudion plun . 

111,me period, tho averng11 
11 pe.ed of freight tr11in11 W8H 

fi.7 percent higher than in 
I 060. The Rpeed of through 

1'1w developme11t of th e 
pcop lr'11 r11ilwnys h!IH be<>n 
achi t•vcd throul(h th e rcl'orm 11 
carrit~I out nrnong the work­
CrH who, for the fir s t time in 
their li ve11, receive decent puy, 
huve snfcty rul cH for their 
protedio11, receive wclfnre 
bci1l' li l11 unclcr the new trude 
union l11w, nnd r ulize the il' 
Rtnl<t' in prnmotinl( t he dt•ve­
Jopn1 ent of tho ruiJ.way 11 . 

With tho Himplilled nntionnl 
prod uct ion pl11n 1111 tho huRiH, 

11 1·11111puil(n aimed 11t lil'ingin1e 
Jorth mtionulizution 111·opoKLllH 
und l' rcutl nic 11 w wo1·l<if11( rc­
corils WllH luuncl~9d . l:iincc 
July J, l!J li l , cu h nnd every 
unit huH liuen operuti111e wil h ­
ou t nny Rtu lo :rnlisicly. ThiR 
ch11111(c hu11 b e11 one of the 

'1,'i·e11t1·1<t 11 it11(lc 1·efonnH in the 
history of <..: hinn '11 rnilwnyH. 

• 
T' n: r~fu,.m11 both in work-

irtl( und tuh11ini 11 tr11tivc 
procedul'e hn ve lie 11 11 rc11ult • 
oi 1111 ifled mil RYHlcnt11 nnd un 
OVl'l'nll plu11, wJ1 ich ln tu1·n 

~ ha v t" led lo reicufnr repuir und 
muint nnnce of ex i11t ing lines 
llH well 1111 impl'oved , con di ­
tionH of JocornoUvCI\ u;:i'd carH. 

In the flr11 t hnl~Jli l , the 
tot.111 hnulnge wu li ;1.4 pe rcent 
ov •r the l!J60 total. In th e 

IJU H8e111t •r tr·ain11 continued to 
1·i11c. F or example, the S hang­
h11i -Cunto n through cxp l'eKK 
only tnkeH liO hourH und 1 :I 
111inutc11, II l'C'duction of /') 
hour11 nnd l!!J 111inute11 1111 corn ­
pured with the 11e 1·iod befor • 
A Jll'il I !Jli l nnd 13 hour11 und 
·17 minuteH in co mpai·i11o n with 
Oclobc1· I !JliO. The l'eki11g­
Sh11111ehui lin u hu11 - c ut the 
lit11l' for thu journey liy nin e 
hourH untl 18 minut c11 us 
1·0111pu1·ed with July I 040, 
wit •11 lie rvke lir11t 11turtecl. 

With th• increa sed intcrflow 
of commuditi •s IJ e twcen ci ty 
u nd <'ountrysid ther i11 no 
10111{ •r u11y distinction b twe 11 

the husy und s lnck 11 •uso 11 11 UH 
fur UH freight iK l'Otlct' rned. 
l'I' ··viou11 Jy frci1eht Hhipn:ent11 
nlwnyH dropp d beLwccn April 
n11d Augm1t. During the lir11 t 
half of 10r>1, dei<pitc the nd ­
clition of freight curH, ther • 
wc1·c not <'no ug h 1·ur11 lo me t 
tl1(' in,c:rensccl 1ll'11111nd. 

Somo iclt'n UH to why freight 
1<hi1111a•nt11 hu ve ri11cn 1·01111tunt 
ly run be Kc n from the I''-
cl111·ed l'llteH for Hhippi11ic 
icood11. ' hurl(e11 for gencrnl 
t·111·ico hu v been d rnRtically 
lowered. At tho l!amo time 
cf111 rl{t'H for ncce1<H itic11 l!UC: h 
1111 foodi<, cotton untl wheat 
huvc lieen 11 ubstu ntlally cut. 
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Korean Truce Talks (II) 
-A Look at the Record-

MORE than six months after the Korean cease-fire talks began 
on July 10 both si des were still deadlocked. The reason 

was not hard to find. The American negotiators have not wanted 
a speedy settlement' in Korea and have used every means possible 
to draw out the talks. Every concession made by the Korean· 
Chinese side to get a q·uick cease-fire has had a two-fold effect 
on the Americans. At home it has sent a shudder through the 
ranks of the big money which is profiting from the war. On 
the battlefield it has been taken by the American military as a 
sign of weakness. The result has been that the American 
negotiators and their demands have become increasingly un­
reasonable. 

• 
QN November 27, 1951, both delegations at the negotiations 

agreed on the question of establi shing a cease-fire preparatory 
to the setting up of a demilitarized zone, fixed on the basis of 
the existing line of contact. According to this agreement, the 
fixed military demarcation line would not be modified if the 
military armistice was signed within 30 days. Both sides also 
expressed the wish to arrive at agreement on other items on 
the agenda within one month. 

Items 3 and 4 of the agenda had to be settled during this 
period if a cease-fire agreement was to be achieved. Item 3 
calls for making practical arrangements for implementing the 
cea~e- fire and armistice, including the composition, powers and 
functions of the machinery for s upervising the carrying out of 
the cease-fire and armistice terms. Item 4 deals with prisoners 
of war. 

At the first full conference on Item 3 on November 27, thg, 
Korean-Chinese side submitted five principles and the Americans 
put forward seven. The form er advocated that a political con· 
ference at ·a higher level be convened swiftly on the conclusion 
of the military armistice, to discuss the withdrawal of foreign 
ti-.ops in order that a peaceful settlement be reached. The latter 

A record of the Armistice Talks from their inception on July 10 was 
. published in the October. 1950 issue of .the RevieW'.-Editor. 
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demanded that an armistice commission should have free acces~ 
to any part of Korea. 

On November 28 General Nam II, in rejecting the American 
demand, said that it was based on the pretext of main~ining 
equilibrium betw~en. the military ~tr.ength d t~e ~o sides at 
the time of the s1gnmg of an armistice. He said, Fundament­
ally, what will prevent the rec~rrence of hosti lities after the 
armistice in Korea is not maintenance of a state of war 
with the two sides in equilibrium, but the total elimination of 
this state of war by,_ first of all , withdrawing all foreig11 troops 
and then by taking the next step of settling the Korean ques­
tion." 

On November 29 the Korean-Chinese delegates turned dow n 
the American demand for ul!)imited American replacement and 
rotation of troops and materials, which, the Americans claimed, 
was necessary in order to maintain the balance of power at 
the level existing at the time the armistice is signed. !.. 

On December 1 General Nam II , asking chief US delegate , 
Vice-Admiral J~y just what the Americans wanted in the . armis­
tice talks, stated: "During the armistice period there 1s only 
j11stification for foreign troops to be withdrawn from Korea, ~nd 
no justification for theU\,. to be introduced into Korea .... s1~ce 
al11iostili ties are to cease during the period of the arm1st1ce, 
why do 'you still w~t to introduce fresh armed units and per­
sonnel into Korea?" 

The general also said, in reply to the American dem_and that 
there be no restoration or construction of installations m North 
~rea during the armistice period, that after the frantic and 
'Wanton bombing of Korean cities and villages, the Korean people 
had every right to proceed with reconstruction an.d_ '_'even n;iore 
right to reconstruct and reinforce thei r defense fac1hties, a nght 
with which not the slightest interference from anybody can be 
tolerated." 

In an effort to break the deadlock the Koreans and Chinese, 
on December 3, brought up two supplementary proposals: neither 
side was to introduce into Korea from the outside, under any 
pretext, any military forces, arms or ammunition during the 
armistice period; and that supervisory machinery was to be 

formed by neutral nations to see that both sides obs~rved ~nd 
fulfilled this point at ports of entry in the rear. ~uch rnspecti~n, 
they held, would ;;zot. in olve interference in the internal affairs 
of the opposite si e. 

This concession· emporarily broke the deadlock. However, 
the Americans continued to press for direct inspection in the 
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Korean-Chinese rear and soon afterwards, came out with their 
demand for rotation and replenishment. 

Writing from the negotiation site at Panmunjom on Decem­
ber 5, Ce Soir correspondent Wilfred Burchett stated that 
American propaganda had been forced to make a complete about. 
face after the two new Korean-Chinese points were brought ·up. 
"A few days ago, Nuckols and the American press were scream­
ing that the Koreans and Chinese refused to outlaw the build· 
up of men and materials in Korea and that they refused to permit 
inspection. Now, after the extension and clariffcation of the 
Korean and Chinese original proposal, the United Press writes 
from Panmunjom that the Koreans an!l Chinese are trying to 
'strangle' the UN army by banning 'replacements, new weapons 
and ammunition.' And worse still, from the American point 
<•f vie~ this side is insisting on thorough inspection to ensure 
these provisions are carried out. Even new aircraft will not be 
allowed to be imported, complajn the Americans," Burchett 
wrote. 

After nine days of stalling, the Americans, on December 
12, made a counter-proposal which reluctantly agreed to the 
principle of neutral inspection in the rear. However, they clung 
tC' their demand for rotation and replenishment and refused to 
n :low the Korean-Chinese side to build or re-build installations 
in their own territory. · 

Typical delaying tactics were described by Alan Winnington 
of the London Daily Worker in a December G dispatch: 

"During the past two days the Americans have put in 40 
written questions and many verbal ones, mainly about technical 
detail~, all of which have been an~red by this side. B'ut the 
Americans have not made a single comment on the actual 
principles of this side's very clear proposal to restrict the entry 
of troops and arms and to have neutral observation. 

"Inside the conference tent, Hodes bustles about asking 
questions. . . . He depiands to know when would the neutral 
nations be invited? When would their representatives arrive? 
Was it not doubtful if they could arrive in 60 days (why 60?)? 
Hodes insists on going over the already agreed matters word by 
word and steers clear of getting to grips with any outstan'ding 
points.'' - · · 

. On December 14, the Korean-Chinese side in an effort to 
get agreement and make a reality of the armistlce, came up with 
a concession on the question of rotation, agreeing to 5,000 men 
a month. 

Following the Korean-Chinese concession on rotation, the 
Americans refused to ~ge. As the 30-day deadline neared, 
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the Chinese and Korean delegates continued to make concessions. 
On December 24, Hsinhua reported that "in order to do ' away 
with any doubts and pretexts by the other side concerning in­
spection in the rear our side once again .. . submitted revisions 
of the as yet unagreed fourth, fifth and sixth principles in om· 
December 14 six-point proposal, taking into consideration the 
other side's proposal of December 23. The American proposal, 
although it contains some points for getting over the impasse, 
refused to budge on its insistence to _interfere in Korea's internal 
affairs." 

In summing' up the causes for inability to reach agreement 
on Item 3 on the Agenda within the 30-day time limit, General 
Hsieh Fang stated on December 27: "On the one hand, you 
ignore our solemn unde.rtakings, and insist on interf~ring in our 
internal affairs, saying that the so-called balance of military 
strength in Korea cannot be maintained without such inter­
ference; yet, on the other hand, you insist on the right to un­
limited rotation and replenishment, that is, the right for you to 
bring into Korea new military forces from outside without limit. 
I ask you to explain in clear down-to-earth terms, how unlimited 
rotation and replenishment can fail to increase military strength: 

"You asse1·t that you would not be increasing your military 
strength by bringing-into Korea unlimited numbers of troops ... , 
or _by bringing ) n unused, brand-new war equipment. . • . You 
say these are administrative facilities of your side which 1lre not 
subject to negotiation. 

"At the same time, you consider that our right to build or 
not to build certain installations in Korea should ·be subject to 
permission and aerial inspection by your side. This strange logic 
of yours could only arise from a situation in which you regard 
yC'urselves as conquerors. 

"But I must tell you frankly, and every sane person in the 
world will tell you the same, you are not conquerors in this war. 
Yout· queer logic is out of place ... .'' 

• • • 
MORE than 10 days after the expiration of the 30-day limit, 

the Americans were still trying to use " military pressure" 
in discussions on Item 3 of the agenda. On January 6, Hsinh1-1a 
1:eported, "the Americans tried to blackmail our side into accept­
ing their unreasonable claim for interference in our internal 
affairs and res3rict'on of facilities in Korea by threatening to. 
break off the rie tiations. They openly declared that "unless 
this side accep eir proposal, they jntend ta let gm1s, hemes 
and bullets carry on the discussion.'' 
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fROM December 11, 1961, the first day of the meetjng of the 
Sub-Committee discussing Item 4 of the Agenda, the Korean· 

Chinese side advocated ·the principle of immediate release and 
repatriation of all POW's after the signing of an armistice. The 
Americans stated that prisoners of both sides should be released 
and exchanged on a "fair and equitable basis" so that one side 
would nqt receive "unilateral military advantage." Shorn of 
all its embroidery, the American demand was for a man-to-man 
exchange. 

On December 12 the Koreans and Chinese added the principle 
that priority be given, after the signing of an ~rmistice, to the 
release and repatriation of the sick and wounded. They also 
Huggested the ti.J:!!e, place and machinery for handing over of 
the POW's. 

The American procedure was to refuse to discuss the prin· 
ciples which were put forward by the Korean-Chinese side. At 
the same time, they insisted on exchange of information about 
POW's first and on visits by the International Committee of the 
Red Cross to POW camps before any discussion on fundamen tal 
principles for the release of prisoners. One day before, on 
~ecember 11, Lieutenant-Colonel Levie, a UN spokesman in 
Korea, told correspondents the "UN was not going to give the 
Communists a great deal of manpower." 

As the intention of the Americans to stall became more clear, 
the Korean-Chinese delegate, on December 14, asked his American 
counterpart which was more important-the question of establish· 
ing the principle of releasing all the POW's and of making 
concrete arrangements to see that they can go home early, or, 
instead of establishing this principle, detaining them in camps 
to be visited and interviewed. 

With the Americans clamoring for detailed data on UN 
prisoners of war, and claiming that they had complete data on 
Korean and Chinese POW's ready since November 27, the Chinese 
1md Koreans, attempting to break the deadlock, on December 
1?. handed over a list of all prisoners held by them and received 
in return what was ostensibly a list from the Americans. 

The Korean-Chinese list gave full de.tails of the POW's such .­
as name, army serial number, un.it, rank and POW camp. The> · 
names ~he prisoners were given in their own language. How­
ever, the ata handed over by the Americans contained only the 
English ransliterations of Korean and Chinese names. 

Following the release of the list of UN POW's the Amer­
icans immediately set about "proving" that the Korean-Chinese 
side had left off names, claiming Uiat the number of their missing 
was greater than the total numtrir of POW's listed by the C,hin-
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csc and Koreans. Using- _thi s a s th e pretext, t he Amc 1 ican ti Jc­
i used _to _ ag rc~ to t he pnnc1plc call ing fo r s peedy re lease and 
repatri at ion ol a ll P O W'ti. In s is ting on .:. ma n· for-ma n exchang-t·, 
the Amcn cans we re out to retain a l aq~c proportion or 1hc 
Korea n a nd ChJn C'Sc pnso ncrs th ey held. T hey a lso said 1hal 
those POW 's "not e lect in g- repatr iation" will . I.Jc 1·clcasl'cl 011 
paro.le bu t wo uld not be repat ri ated. This was tanta mount l'> 
turn111g th em ove r _to Chiang· J< ai-s hck a nd Syng man Rhee who. 
acco rding to Am eri can press sto rie:o; , had a lread y asked lh e us 
government to do just thi s. · 

On Dece mbe r lD , Winning-ton 1·c porlcd frnn1 Pa nmunjo m : 
"The Ameri can~ arc pe r fonn ing- a n ex traord in a ry se i·ic.- of 
g~· rati on s, o:vi ng- lo the fact that t he ti g-u 1·,.s and particulars 
g1v~n hy thi s s ide ut terl y chsprnve the Ame ri can atrocity pro­
paga nda a nd p rove the reverse-that t he A111Nicans have beC'n 
r ~gg 1n~ phon_y fi g ures of "missing in act ion.' B.v the simp ll' ·le­
~· 1c~ __ of ,lcav1ng- corpses on t he ha ttlefield a nd li s ti ng tht•m as 

111 1sg111 g- the .A 111L• r1 can s hnpC'd to g·ct away wit h a 1<·i rifi.- pro­
Jl<l;!:inda scoo p. Jt fl op ped."' 

, Commenting on _ th e Anw ri ca n t: ha rgc that lht' ( 'h incsc and 
h orca ns had not li s ted all P OW' s, l' hi ef -dclC'g-atc Ge neral Li 
Sang- Cho told tlw :'! ub-Com mi ttcC': "Ewn your sid<' should 
1111<!ern la nrl tha t 1~ no war is t here a ny ti xcd relatio n be tween 
the numbe r of 1111ss 111 g· a nd th e num be r of ca ptured. 0 bcl­
liger;,nt J_JOWc 1· has t he rig ht to dem and a cc1·tnin numbC'r of 
P?V. s J 1 om ih t• c,lh cr si de .n the has is of lh l· number 
n11 ~s1 n g-. .. . " 

8
. ? n Decem!i; r .23 th e Alll eri rnn ilcleg·a lc Admira l Libby open ly 

, talcd that 16,-43 Korean and (" hine~c priso ners wou ld he held 
because th ey had been inhab ita nts cf Scu i h Korea prior to 
~~~ · .2G ._ l!JfJO .. The Ko rcan -.Chine~.e tl elega lion rep lied that 

!:l of both s ides must be Judged hy th e 1·0 111 111and to wh ich 
Lh '.V b~ l ong _and should not be a rhi trarj ly held hack on the basis 
of then· res idence befo re th e wa1·. 

Sulllming up t he hine ·c a nd Korean t utlook on t lw POW 
qu es tion, Genera l Li ~an g· Cho, on Decembe r 27, to ld t he Suh­
C_o1:1m1 t tce 111eet_1ng : . F or the early r elease of all p r isone rs of · 
" a.1 and the sa t 1 s~a~ t10n of the anxiety of all pee p le in the woi-ld 
fo _1 an early armis tice, I once again p ropo~e t hat the S ub-Com-
1~1tte~ . p~·omptly apoif th e principle of immedi ate 1·elease an d 
i epat11ahon. of ajJ..B'isoners of waT afte r the armistice, so t hat 
'~e may svnf~ly go on to disc ussing the practical concrete ques­
ti ons concerning the r epatriation of prisoners of war ." 
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POW's CELEBRATE XMAS 
Stories from Korea during the past month-many written 

by POW's themselves-have told of the big Christmas celebra­
tions which took place in the various camps. This issue of 
the Review carries a detailed account of the three-day 
celebrations in one of the camps written by a member of the 
Chinese volunteer medical staff in the camp. Pictures on this 
and following three pages show some of Christmas holiday 
activities in the camps. 

* 
Below: Play of the Nativity put on by POW's in one camp. 

Above.· A · N b k 
mer1can egro as etball team of Ist Comp.any, 

Camp No. 5. Left to right: Albert Dison RA34063680, Purnis 
P. Webster RA3806,1043, J9hn R. Worley RAI8342306, John L. 
Thomas RA1233 _oo12, Robert W. Fletcher R.(163286!3, 

* ~ 

Below: Basketball game between POW team and Chinese Peo-Rle's Vol_unteers' team, -

I 



· One of the short plays 
North Korea dealt with good 

·------- - -

put on during Christmas celebration party in a POW camp in 
medical trea tment wounded and sick POW•, received in this camp. 

-:------~~ ... -, .. --·------
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White Christmas 
a POW Camp 

H. C. Huang 

December 29, 1951 
AS far bac~ a_s las~ July, when the cease-fire talks began, 

the. POW s m this camp were speculating !Over prospects 
of gettmg home by Christmas. As soon as . they heard about 
the . talks they were greatly excited. When I cautioned) them 
against too much Qptimism some wanted to bet that they would 
b~ gone by C~ristmas. I still can recall the ~mile on his face 
\\hen Second-lieutenant Jones Watson, a youi1g officer just out 
o! West P~int, said to me, "Dr. Huang, you're wrong this time. 
I II bet we 11 be home before Christmas." 

He was very confident at the time, as was the rest of the 
camp. But as the days and then the months went by the men's 
confidence gradually ebbed. By the time the first Korean snow 
;;as on the_ ground the chief topic of conversation had become: 
It looks hke we'll be here for Christmas." And so a much 

c~nten?ed an~ daily topic of conversation had final ly and s ilentl y 
c1ept mto this POW camp in No1·th Korea. 

• • • • THE ~ews that there would be a big Christrias Eve and 
Cl)ristmas Day celebration was announced a month in ad· 

vane~. From that time on preparntions got under way. Every 
evemrrg we cou ld see a group of POW's carrying musical in­
strument go by our hospita~ By this time most of the men 
'~ere_ convinced they would have a Christmas party. But how 
big it was to be was a question nobody dared answer. 

. By December 20, preparation!i were in an advanced stage. 
D~1ly the_ POW's and Chinese camp personnel could be seen 
gomg off m~o the nearby hills to get fir and evergreen branches 
for decorat10ns. The next day this group was issued coltfred _ 
paper for trimming holly and wreaths. Arches of fir branches 
were put up along the road. Aside from out patients almost 
nll the POW's were busy preparing for the Christma~ party. 
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Every day the hospitalized ones could watch their fellow-country­
men going. by carrying sides of pork, chicken, slabs of -beef 
and mutton, flour, eggs and other food. The patients would 
call out from the doorway and windows: 

"Hey, is that all for Christmas?" 
"How many dishes are we going to have?" 
Gradually the news that it was going to be a big Christmas 

spread throughout the camp. Those who had been treated in 
the hospital previously would drop in to chat with me about 
what they were going to have to eat. "There is going to be 
four ounces of wine apiece and at least eight dishes as well as 
peanuts, cigarettes, candy, and what-not." Already men were 
at wo rk making "Christmas cards, and I was promised one. 

On the twenty-second the r epresentative of the ward gave 
us a menu after consul t ing with all the patients. It covered 
th ree days, beginning on the twenty-fourth and ending with 
t lie evening of the twenty-six th. Af ter our staff discussed it, 
we approved the menu for those patients on a regular or semi­
liquid diet. . Our ward was extremely busy those f ew days jus t 
before Chri stmas, fo r POW 's fr om the company would slip into 
our ward while they were on s ick-call to talk over the coming 
event with their hospitalized buddies. · 

At 3 :00 in the . afternoon on the twenty-fourth our con­
rnle!;;Cents were j,nvited to the performance which took place in 
a Korean theater very near our camp. The whole place was 
decorated wi th Christmas t rees, tinsel, and wreaths of flowers. 
A large banner hung over the s tage with the words, "Kamp 
Kapers" and "Noel. " The performance consisted of short plays, 
dances, choruses and individual demonst1·ations of special talent, 
such as whistling accompanied by a guitar and telling the story 
of personal experiences by means of drawing sketches. There 
was no doubt that it was a big success and all the POW's enjoyed 
the performance. 

When I brought the patients back to the hospital there was 
a Christmas tree in each room, fully decorated. The whole place 
had a warm and cozy atmosphere about it and the men thanked 
us for helping them celebrate Christmas. On the office 
table I found many Christmas cards. They were r eally very 
fine, all pai~akingly made by hand. Everywhere I went, I 
heard "Merry Christmas." The weather was cold and a light 
snow was beg inning to come down on the camp. One of the 
boys said they ha~' een expecting snow for Christmas. When 
I asked :why .h\:, re nded me that. ther!! is a song, " I'm Dreaming 

,., of a White Ch~ as." 
After tea at 4 :30, Peter kept asking me for a red coat be-
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t:ause he wanted to be the Santa Cla us who brought gifts tn 
th e pat il'nts . He kept coming out from lh e kitchen where he· 
waH i11 r har,C:-l' ll f pn·pari ng ll1 c hri stnias Eve supper for the 
pali c 11I :< ai 1d lh c i1 · friend ,.; at H' o'clot:k . 1 co uldn't r c mcn il icr 
having see n any red coat in the camp but at las t Peter se ttled 

,for the lin ed coat of one c f the gua rds. H e just t urned it in­
s ide out and it looked all furry and white . 

A ll the g if t s he was to hand out had come across the Yalu 
R iver onl y t he ni g ht before. Each package had a handkerchief, 
a pair of socks, a pack of ciga rettes, a cake of perfumed soap, 
half a calfy of ca nd y, cak es and cook ies, apples, tanger ines and 
peanuts. Wh en t he g ifts ani vcd we m obili zed all spare hands 
a nd in a few hours' time they had s titched "Men·y Chri s tmas" 
on t he h:111dkerchi efs. 

Ai 10 o'clock, " Santa Claus" se t out on hi mission , a bulg­
iug- hag o r presents s lung over hi s shoulder . Each time he 
handed a package over to a patien t he ,said, " until next year," 
and mad e a gr imace. As soon as h e had di sappeared, th e men 
lore open th e ir packages and the g if ls roll ed out. E ve ryone 
was really s urp1·ised. One of the patien ts, Harold llurnett, who 
had been in cu r hosJJ ita.! fo r some ti me, jus t could not believe 
hi s c.vcs. H e arrnnged everything neatly in front of him and 
look ed and looked , 11 ot knowi ng what to take fii ·s t. Some of the 
pa tients even called out loud ly: 

" \.Yc>'re a ll pri son e l's, but we're treated like lord s." 
"ft'~ like being a gues t here." 
All of the men could onl y s pPak of one thing, tha t thcv 

could sca 1·cely believe they were POW'~-. All arounrl, on the 
U ! 'Che~< of lit· branches, they had Wl'itten s uch sayings a s : 

' 'Thanks to the CPV [Chinese ·People's Volunteers ] fo 1· 
he lp ing us with thi s big Xmas. " 

"We wis h the CPV all the bes t in apprecia tion fer what 
th ey hlto\Le done for us:" 

·"Blessed are the peacemaker. fol' t hey s hall be called the 
children of God." 

"We will ahvays 1·e mcmbc1· t lw kindn ess of the CPV and 
tht>i I' help." 

* * A LL Chri s tmas day the PO W 's in t he camp streamed pas t the 
arches, v;oing anywhere they liked. They were at li berty 

to visi t anyone. They came to our headquarters to wi . h every­
one a Me1Ty Christmas. They ca me into our office doing the 
same thin v;. All day long, I kept r eplying automatically, " Merry 
Chri s tm a;;." 
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As soon a s dusk set in all the POW' 
good time. Th..1. had · d h . . s were out ha ving a 

"'Y enJoye t ell' Christmas d . t h hcal'ls ' content. Some had even dr inn er o ..t eil' 
ration of wine. Natu1·ally the we1~nk .as '.nt~ c h a s e1v;h t men ';; 
tel'cd afong the road they yelle~ de hdt unk, and as they Haun · 
of the B1·itish POW's was s f ~In s o~ted a s t hey went. One 
our ward ehallengi ng our p~~ienuts . of .. ~1ne thhat he rus.hed into 
this camp." · 111 t e bes t dr111ker in 

. When I went in to calm him dow h . 
iiearly pus hed me agains t the wal l. no e. Jus t staggere~ and 
were s houting. uts ide, t\\ o Amel'lcans 

One yelled, " Merry Chris tmas to th CPV' . . 
coul d yo u find a POW goi'n h e · Neve1· 111 h1. ·tory 
. 1 . g anyw ere without d f II 
mg 11 111 . Neve1· in his tory could •o fi 1 a g ual' '? ow-
bal'b':'d-~v ire . " Th e othe r answer~d ul. nc a

1 
P.?~ camp with out 

find 1t m a Jap camp or in a Nazi ~s pa,,' N o •. you eouldn't 
\\' hen I went outs ide th e both .. < amp, and l; oth laughed. 
told me th ey were jus t s~· i ng w~~~-ri~d n~y hand~ \\'Urm ly and 
loud ly agai n. ' ey f elt, and th ey laughed 

As I sat in my office fa c ing the 
1·oad, luughlcr, sung~ and 

POW's 
decol'at ;ng 
hall fo r 
Chr' stmas 
re ligious 

'service. 

f 
l 

I 
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jokes filled my ears. The men were going to and fro ·in the 
snow full of joy. Their boots crunched heavily on the snow, 
but their hearts were light 8,11 air. I looked at Peter F. Rowley, 
who was baking the Christmas cakes for tomorrow's tea time. 
He replied with a smile and said, "They all told me they couldn't 
believe they're POW's." 

"And you?" 
"Neither do I." 
Peter was a busy man for this occasion. He was the chief 

cook for the entire Christmas celebration. All day long he had 
worked to give the patients a line meal. He got up verf early 
because several days before he had promised to make fruit cake 
for the patients in his tiny tin oven. Each cake took nearly an 
hour and he had to make four. 

While we were talking we could hear voices singing. 
"Merry Christmas to you" floated from the distance. It was 
the camp choir making the rounds of the camp. 

"Here comes the choir," Peter said, "and they'd like our 
Christmas cake I'll bet." I didn't d·oubt his words ~ecause in 
the company the men only had ordinary cakes, not · like ours 
with fruit. 

The choir of nearly 60 men came nearer and nearer. Some 
of them had musical instruments such as a guitar, accordian 
~ harmonica. They came in and sang from ward to ward, 
going through the whole hospital. Then they scattered and 
formed small groups to pay visits to their friends . I was greatly 
interested in a quartet made up of four Negro boys who sang 
to their buddy. They :;ang by his -bedside while he just lay 
still with his eyes wide open, his face .wreathed in smiles. 

When we brought the choir members candies, peanuts and 
cigarettes they refused them, because, they said, they had don 
this of their own free will and for the benefit' of their .pals. How­
ever, after much pressing, they finally accepted with many 
thanks. As they gathered to go to make their Christmas broad. 
C"ast, someone in the ward called out: "Sing, 'I'm Dreaming of 
a White Christmas.'" 

The suggestion was accepted, and all the way to· the broad­
casting station the strains of this song couirl be heard. 

THE day after Christmas the feast continued. The snow had 
become quite heavy but still the men continued to jam and 

crowd the road as if it were a spring day. 
Men came to the hospital all day. They brought their 

Christmas gift handkerchiefs and asked for our autographs 
which they told me they wanted to keep as souvenirs from the 
Chinese People's Volunteers. They folded lhe handkerchiefs 
neatly and would not use them, because, they said, they were 
tokens of good-will from the Chinese people. 

In the afternoon, they invited all the volunteers in the camp 
to attend their performance. Afterwards, a POW representa· . 
tive dropped i?to our office to ask if we had enjoyed the songs, 
dances and skits. To ml!, this was a sincere sign of true inter­
national friendship. / 

Many of the GI's and British POW's attached the Christmas 
menu to the letters they wrnte home describing their Christmas. 
Some even bet with their family members that they had had 
more to eat than they would have had back home. They point­
ed out that they . could scarcely believe they were prisoners. 
One of them wrote, "Perhaps we are a new type of POW.'' 

Yes, perhaps they are a new type of POW. Nevertheless, 
we have long ceased to regard them as POW's. Here in the 
hospital we think of them simply as "<>ur patients. And those 
in the company think of them only as friends. ' 

Since Christmas, all the PO W's now ' clearly understand that 
we, the Chinese and Koreans, are not their enemies. If this 
is an aid to establishing permanent peace in the world it is no 
small thing. Let us all hope that "peace unto all the world" 
will soon be brought to pass. 
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Building a New -Chengtu_ 

CHENGTU, China 's "Little 
Peking," has a lways been 

a beautiful c it.v and enj oys a 
good climate. Before libern­
tion the landlords, milita1·is ts 
and ' merchan ts took their 
pl ea s ure in the ci ty, but g ave 
it nothing but mi s rule. The 
mass of the people li ved in 
gri nding pove1·ty and the 
beauty of Cheng tu meant no­
t hing to t hem . 

Now, two years after libe ra­
ti r n, great steps have bee n 
taken toward lh e goa l of 
making Cheng·t u a mode rn, 
progre~sive a nd productive 
c:ity. 

G ANGS,TE'RTSM used to be 
rampant in C' hengtu , and 

lhe gang-s of ra 'rals were prn­
tcrt<'d by the m ili tarists . 
Tod a~· the g angs ter s ' once­

powc1·fu J backers . have hee~ 
sma ~h ed , and we see groups of 
former gan ~·sters ·at_oning for 
th eir past mi sdeeds in forced 
tran sportation 01· construction 
work. Whil e working, they 
have an opportun ity lo think 
ove1· thei 1· past parasitical 
lives, to r ealize t he genero u ~ 
treatment of the peo ple 's g·ov­
e • nmen t, which provides them 
an opportunity lo rHorm 
themselves tlll'ough . hon es t 
labo1· so th ey ca n becom e use-
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ful members of the new society. 

The city's former pick­
pockets, beggars and prosti- .. 
tutes have been assembled in 
separate groups fo1· stud y and 
r eformation work. As they 
co mplete · their training they 
take up productive work in 
soc iety and thus begin to 
eng age in soc ia lly usefu l labor. 
These days, one can wander 
a ll th n ug h the c ity, free from 
molestation ·by rogues, pick­
pockets , beggars and p1 ·o!; ti­
tutes. 

F o rm e l'iy, the city poli ce, on 
one hand oppressed and even 
mu1·de1·ed by soldie1·s and 
s pecial agents, we1·e forced by 
evi l soc ial condi tions to ta ke 
br ibes pnd engage in protec­
tion rarkets to maintain thei r 
Ji vc> lihocd. But now unkelll pt 
uniKi1·ms and hang-dog lcoks 
have di sappeared, and t hey 
s how a resp ons ible attitude 
in canying out the C'ity's re­
gu lations. 

They are now .polite but fi 1111 
in dealing with the pulil ir. 
T1 ·a ffi c is l'eg ulated e ffi c i entJ~ 
a nd if someone s tarts to jay­
walk, he will hear t he voice of 
a po liceman calling through a 
megaphon e, "Look ou t fo1· the 
molo1·, a nd plea se wa lk on the 
s i<lewa lk !" 

Cliin~ Mo11 1fily ll~vio• \v 

S EVEHA L much-n eeded con-
s tructio n works have been 

carried ou t. Th e rive r, 
undredged fo r 40 yeal's, ha s 
been c leaned ou t and deepen ed , 
rnvi ng the peopl e fro m th e 
damaging yea1·Jy flood. The 
city sewage syste m ha · been 
cleaned out and reconditi oned . 
with the encr,<etic cooperati on 
of al l t he people. Streets have 
becn 1'epaired and widened; 
not cn Jy t he main s treets, a s 
in th e past, bu t all over th e 
cit.v. 

On the eve of li berati on . 
Chu ng S'han Pai·k. ne.id<' cled 
and s habby, was a hangout for 
si lve1· coin s pec ula to r s and 
ol he r 1·a sc:als . 

How diffe rent it is now. 
A /'ter on Jy 50 days of work, 
a \V9rke rs ' Cul ty 1·al Palace 
wa s e rected , with a hall for 
lllcC't ings and moving pictures, 
a la rge tea house, a librar.v, 
mus ic hall , and game rooms 
for che. s and bil!iai·ds. Out­
door playing gTounds fo r 
liaskPt ball and handball ha ve 
Leen bui l t, a nd th e re is a sma ll 
lake . . Since its opening on Mav 
l , u ttendan ce has exceedf'd 
400,000. 

Th e forme r Roya l Ci ty ·s 
nt•glected buildings have been 
rc•paired a nd painted , and the 
renovatrd ~ea t of 1·oyalty new 
houses t he Chengtu P eople's 
Governm ent. jl ef~re t 'e build ­
ings t here is . a ·g eat gate 
modeled ~n P eki ., Ti en An 
Men, fronting a reviewing 
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g 1·o und larg-e enough to hold 
all the inhabitants of the city. 

The dir ty hovels tha t used 
to sunou nd the Royal City arc 
gone, their inh a bi tants having 
been moved in to the "O vern ­
ment-built "Workers' New 
Village" ou ts id e the city. I n 
place of t he huts, a large 
market plac:e has a ppeared. 

A not her park has also bee n 

Peasa ntr and \•illagei:s cheering 
1he first locomot ive on a com­
pl~ted <ection of the Cheng tu : 
Chungking Railway. 

T.re11g Clii11-ts11 
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reconstructed. Shou Cheng 
Park used to be a bleak and 
empty place. Today, the ~tes 
have been rebuilt, the streams 
and ponds dredged, play­
grounds and pathways mended. 
A big new museum has been 
built, and the old library and 
zoo are being reconditioned 
and re-equipped. 

MANY schools now offer 
night courses for the work­

ers, who are _studying hard , 
rain or shine, attending lit­
eracy classes faithfully . They 
also study t he government's 
policies, and such study helped 
them participate actively in 
the recent movement for de­
mocratic reform. They accused 
and brought to punishment the 

..;. feudal masters and gang 
leaders who oppressed . them in 
the past, and their success 
swepj; away the 1barriers to 
development of prodtrction and 
increased their productive en­
ergies. They also helped in 
the work of re-eslimating the 
value of industrial and com­
mercial enterprises. 

The inhabitants of every 
street have organized a cul­
tural -house, where they discuss 
current problems, learn to sing 
and da11ce. As a result of 
these activities, many old men 
and women have been en­
couraged to learn to read and 
write. The expansion of cul­
tural interests has been so 
great that lu..xury shops have 
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been replaced by many new 
stationery stores. 

Primary school enrollment 
has greatly increased, most of 
the pupils being the children 
of w·oJ'kers and peasants. 
Middle school and university 
students have changed their 
old attitude toward learning; 
they now live simply and study 
diligently. · They also study 
current affairs and have con­
tributed much in helping with 
the land r eform work and in 
registering for military train­
ing. 

AS many workers were 
needed for the construction 

of the Chengtu-Chungking 
railway, a great number of 
ricksha pullers went to the job. 
Now one sees many fewer rick­
shas and many more bicycles 
on the streets of Chengtu. The 
railway has reached Neikiang, 
and the whole city is full of 
excitement and eagerness to 
see the first train into Cheng­
lu. 

Other nilways will "1ollow, 
and Chengtu will become a 
railway hub. Government 
plans call for a city of 2,000,-
000, which will be the centet·­
for light industry of s ·outh­
west China within a few 
years' time. Everyone, reali­
ing the great future for 
Chengtu, is working as hafd 
as he can to bring it closer 
and closer to realization. 
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CHINA NOTES 

US Planes Bomb Northeast 
WHILE the US negotiators in Korea stalled the peace talks, 

American planes continued to bomb and strafe Northeast 
China. According to a Hsinhua dispatch from Mukden, eight 
American F -84's flew over· Chian county in Liaotung province 
on January 6 and dropped 14 bombs. Eleven of the bombs fell 
on the railway station, wounding three railway workers and 
destroying 370 meters of rails and other material. 

On December 26, one plane came over Tatungkou , southwest 
of the ci.ty of Antung. It then flew over P eichingtse and drop­
ped four bombs, wounding three women and eight men. 

On December 31, one US bomber bombed and straf­
ed a mile east of Tatungkou. Half an hour later, 
after it had flown over Takushan and met Chinese anti­
aircraft fire, it dropped another bomb on Wenchialou about 
six miles away, wounding five persons. On January 13, 16 US 
planes flew over !)le suburbs of Mukden after having been seen 
over Liaotung province the same day. 

• • .. 
JN an editorial on the continued Am!'!rican air attacks on China , 

the Pel<l_ng _?covie's Daily on January 8 stated: "By 
resorting to artillery, boriibs, and bullets, they would 
like to obtain what they cannot get in the discussion 
at the Korean "talks. And, moreover, they have already 
cal'ried out their bloodthirsty aggression-which they euphemis­
tically call their 'arguments'-once more into our territory. Fel­
low-countrymen of ours have been wourtded and people's property 
destroyed by American bombs on a number of occasions. The 
American imper'ialists refuse peaceful methods for settling the 
Korean question and do not hesitate to resort to the bomb as a 
substitute for discussion around the table at the cease-fire talks." · 

The People's Daily concluded: "Regardless of whether 
American imperialism , resorts to discussion or military threats, 
they will neveriJfi·each the goal of their aggression. The Chipese 
and Kor.!\.an pe 's forces and tlle Chinese and Korean people 
have long prepare themselves so that in the event of the US 
breaking off the · disC'llssion.s, we will smash their attacks to 
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- d t h the fo1·getful enemy a lesson they arc not smitheree ns an cac 
likely to forget." 

Northeast Sets Industrial Pace 
T HE tremendous achievements attained in industry last y~ar 

have shown that Northeas t Ch ina is setting the pac.e I. or 
China's industrialization. Productivity in state and pub!Ic in­
dus trial enterprises in 1951 shot up by more. than 24.8 perl"cnl 
over 1D50, while the .i:atio of industrial output m state an.d publ.1c 
enterprises to overall production weJ1t up to 52 percent as 
against 35 percent in 1!)49. The total v"alue. of pro<l~ct1~n0 In 

industry and agriculture in 1951 was 1.3.;J peicent ove1 . rn~ · 
Many branches of light and heavy industry, such .as manu­

factm·ei·s of machine tools, electr ically operated .machmes, elc~ j 
trolyzcd copper, electric bulbs, nit~·ic a~id, textiles~ gl~ss am 
auto .tires surpassed the peak pre-ltbcratwn mark of l!J4U. . .. 

Rising productivity on the part of the Northeast workers is 
a fact. Average efficiency for an individual wo!·ke~"_ 111 . J !H)l 
outstripped the ID-13 level by 43 percent, with mmet s heading 
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Donations Qverfulfilled 
T HE campaign to buy planes for the Chinese volunteers 

in Korea which g.11ined nation-wide momentum m. the 
latte i· part ~f 1951, was overfulfilled by l!J percc":f hy 
December 26, according to the China Pea~e Committee: 
Donations paid up by that date were. equivalent to th~ 
cost of 3,152 fighter planes. The entire mov~ment 4:0n 
eluded on sc hedule on the last da:l'. of Decembet. f h 

The campaign, which drew 111 every strata o . t e 
1 tion began in June of las t year when the Committee 

popu a , Cl . 1 t rs hy issued a ca ll for support to the lmese vo un ec . . 
donations for planes and heavy guns. The campaign ' -
speedily spread all over the riati~n. . . . . 

To integrate the campaign with the rap1dl~ expan c~1ng 
pregrnm of national reconstruction, the Co~1m1tte.e revised 
its original plans and placed main emphasis ~n rncrc.ased 

d t . and donations for planes and artillery pieces pro uc ion; . . 
began to roll in from extra earmngs. 
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the li st by an increase of 123 percent. Coupled with this, w01·k­
ers' living conditions have improved and wages have gone up-:­
Average income for 1951 showed a further increase of 16.8 
percent. 

The widespread campaign for increased production. and 
economy which swept the factories and mines in the Northeast 
in 1951 had far-reaching results. Adopting advanced Soviet 
methods and putting forward rationalization proposals, the 
Northeast workers streamlined the management of various enter­
prises, solved many vital technical problems. For instance, by 
widely applying the high-speed processing of metals, the rate of 
production in the machine tool industry has gone up as much 
as 20-fold. Workers in one electrical plant came up with nearly 
2,000 rationalization proposals in one emulation drive. Innova­
tions that were adopted resulted in a two-thirds increase in total 
Jll"Oduction of this plant in the five months ending November 
ID51 , compared with the first half of 1951. 

By the beginning of last December, moreover, publicly-owned 
enterprises had created extra wealth valued at 13,000,000 tons 
of grain as a result of increased production and economy. Pros­
pects for 1952 envisage even greater industrial achievements 
than were accomplishep last year. 

. . / 

Arts Flourish in Northwest 
A RTS and drama are flowering in China's vast Northwest, 

previou~ly regarded as an area barren of culture. EspeciJ!lly 
in the provinces where land reform or rent reduction {the first 
step in land reform) have been completed. a great number of 
dance teams and theatrical groups have emerged. In Shensi 
province alone, morn than 4,000 such groups have been formed 
by the peasants. ' 

. Ma'ny amateurs, from among the ,ranks of the peasantry, 
have written plays and produced works based on local artistic 
form s. Among the most impressive of the new works is a short 
ballad "On Land Reform" by a Shensi peasant, Hsieh Mao-kung. 
This ballad sold 110,000 copies immediately after publication. 

Art and the drama in the Northwest, since liberation, have 
been greatly enriched by the dancing, s inging and other artistic 
forms of the minority! nationalities. Many of their songs and 
dances, long confined 1 t6 virtual obliyion as a result of the KM'l"s 
policy o£.,..suppre9\Ulgi the minorities, h·ave become popular all 
over the Northwest. At the same time, books on art and litera­
ture, as well as literary works have been translated into minor-

Febntary 19.52 
193 



ity languages to guide the creative efforts of the numerous 
minority artists. 

The rapid growth of mass cultural activities in the North· 
west is inseparable f1·0111 the constant promotion and guidance 
of 20,000 professional dramatic workers, folk artists and members 
of theatrical groups, who have performed to more t han 8 000 000 
people in 1951. puring thi s period, they have collected ~nd 
publi~h ed over 1,000 songs and dances from among the people 
o.t this area's minorities. 

Public Health Work Advances 
JN new China one does not have to be of the minority wealthy 

class to get good medical care, as was the case in the Kuo­
mintan_g: days. The old China was known for its extremely high 
mortality rate and over half of the deaths were due to prevent­
able diseases such as tuberculosis, smallpox, ty.phoid, plague, 
cholera, etc. New China has won tremendous victories in com­
batting disease and no major epidemic has been reported in any 
part of the country in the past two years. 

A summary of the achievements made in this field in Shang· 
hai during 1D51 is a clear indication of tho manner in which this 
vital se rvice to tho mass of tho population is now being handled. 

In anti-epidemic work a total of 6,840,620 people were vac­
cinated against smallpox i.n. Shanghai and its environs. This 
wiped out sma llpox, which had been rnmpant for the past 20 

• years in Shanghai . In additi on, tho Health Bureau also in· 
oculated 3,597,658 people against cholern. A total nf 850,000 
child1·en r eceived inoculation against diphtheria while another 
680,000 children received their booster shot. Elf_ective measures 
wore also taken against typhoid, tuberculoqis and other diseases. 

Health prntection centers, another task of the He.alth Bureau, 
now number 30, and are jointly operated by small s ized factories 
to look afte1· 150,000 workers. Fifty-five sanitaria have bce!l 
e~tabli ·hed for workers. The Health Bureau has trained nearly 
3,000 workers in factories in first-aid work. 

During 1951, the Bureau set up , 22 health protection centers 
specially designed for nursing·_mothers and children, which under· 
take modern mid-wifery cases and also disseminate information 
on safeguarding the health of pregnant women and babies. 
Creches and nurseries have grown in number and size in Shang· 
hai. There are now 363 nurseries, 115 of which are located 
in workers' districts· and 148 in the suburbs. The latter operate 
mostly in busy farming seasons. 

194 China Monthly Re"iew 

To meet the medical demands of the workers, 96 hospitals 
were designated to look after about 300,000 workers frpm 595 
factories and plants in the city. Nearly 900,000 workers-and 
their family dependents received medical treatment in these 
hospitals last year. 

Signs of the Times 
ESTABLISHMENTS manufacturing surgical in-:;truments in 

Shanghai continue to increase. Before liberation there were 
20 in the city, but by the end of 1951 there were more than 300 
in operation with prospects for unlimited expansion . The 
equivalent of more than US$80...000,000 was saved by dispensing 
with imports of goods which local surgical instrument manu· 
facturers turned out last year. 

* • • 
p RODUCTION of 01'~nges in F'ukien province during 1951 

reached 10,000 tons, a 50 percent increase over 1950. In 
the city of Amoy, the output of pomoloes c!Oubled that of 1950. 
Rapid sales of their outstanding crops have increased the put" 
chasing power of> the peasants, who have invested their gains 
in new equipment to ensure still better future crops. In one 
small village, for example, the peasants bought extra farm tools 
and 30 new water carts and plan to grow 2,000 extra orange 
trees this year . 

~ • • __J.. 

A NEW national collective coal-cutting record of 18.194 _tons 
per man-shift was made on December 24, 1951, by the Num­

ber 1 Team of the Kiulungkang colliery in Anhwei province. 
The previous record, made last April, was 11.851 tons. The work­
ers in the Kiulungkang colliery produced a total of 655 tons for 
.the whole team consisting of 26 . workers. 

• • • 
PEASANTS in North Kiangsu have shown great enthusiasm 

in .taking out cattle insurance against unexpected losse_s r9· 
suiting from epidemics and cattle diseases. Those buying in­
surance also receive advice and assistance on veterinary matters. 
The Peopl~'s I surance Company sends teams of technicians 
to the rura ar

1 
S to help the peaS!lntS get their cattle inocuJaU:d, 

to 'lee tha · animals are not overworked, and to choose suit­
able feed for livestock. 
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I The Prodiiction Fro{ltl 
Throughout the country workers are striving to 

increase production by reducing waste and by all-round 
rais_ing of efficiency. The goal of this drive is to ex­
pedite th_e industrialization of the country so that living 
standards may rise higher and higher and so that tl)e 
nation may be strengthened to resist threatened for· 
eign aggression. 

Producing for t~ir own account, the nation's 
workers have rapidly improved their skill and working 
enthusiasm to a point previously thought impossible. 

* Below: Workers of the Northeast ·No. 2 Machinery Works 
created extra wealth valued at 75,653 tons of grain d"uring the 
third quarter of 1951. This was 17 percent above their target 
figure for the period. Photo sho.ws workers of the 15lant's No. 6 

- workshop at a meeting where a letter reporting to Northeast 
Chairman Kao Kang was drafted. 

. Above: Workers of the No. 6 Machinery Factory in Mukden 
inspecting a new invention which speeds up production. 

* 
Below: Workers of a gunnybag factory in Mukden demon· 

strating their new working method which has enabled them to over­
f ulfill their production target. 



I 
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/ 
Workers at Mukden Smelter deaning and carrying 

out firing-inspection as part of their program for increasing pro­duction. 

* 
Workers of the Northeast No. 15 Electrical Machin. 

looking at a chart showing new production .records model workers. 

Artlrnr-Dairen hold an exhibition of their improved products re. 
miring from adoption of a new So~iet production method. 

* / 

· Below: The director of the Mukden Paper Mill was abl~ to 
improve efficiency of existing machinery, obtaining greater width 
and breadth, by rationalizing the method of work. 
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Chang Kwang..Jai Geis a Divorce 

Chen Hst"eh 

FOR centuries China's women 
have ·been second-class 

citizens, weighed d~wn by the 
rules and customs of a feudal 
society. They are now in the 
process, as a result of ~New 
Marri!\ge Law, of completely 
freeing themselves from ~he 
oppression and degradat10n 
that was their lot in the old 
society. 

In the course of my work in 
north Anhwei I saw countless 
examples of the changes which 
are coming over new China. 
The case of Chang Kwang-lai 
is just one of the many which 
shows what liberation means 
to women in the countryside. 

Along the bank of the Sui 

-".. 
River in northern Anhwei is 
the tiny village of Chen Lu 
Kou. Although this village of 
200 people, surrounded by 
hills, makes quite a scenic 
sight to the visitor, it has suf­
fered constant misfortune in 
the past !because of the floods 
which have regularly swept 
this part of the .!:ountry. 

Chen Hsieh, a member of the 
Cultul'al 1'epartment of the 
Shanghai People's Broadcasting 
Station recently spent two months 
in no:th Anhll!ei participati~g 
in land reform: The material 
for this. article was gatl\ered dur­
ing his stay in . the village of 
Chen Lu Kou. 

THE fate of the women 
here has been even har. 

sher. Eighty-five percent of 
the village girls were vie. 
tims of the iniquitous fos ter 
daughter-in-law system. Ac. 
cording to this custom, gen­
erally for economic rea~ons, a 
daughter would be Jianded over 
to another family at a very 
young age. Usually before 
being married to one of the 
sons, the "daughter-in-law" 
would work for several years 
as a servant in her futu i·e 
husband's family. In man y 
cases the girl would be olde1• 
than t.he boy to whom she 

· was betrothed. 
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I remember my first talk 
with Chang Kwang-lai because 
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that night was particularly 
cold and it was snowing out. 
side. I was at work in my 
room and the ·black dog in the 
courtyard had barked for what 
seemed like the hundredth 
time When this rosy-cheeked 
girl pushed open the door and 
came in. I had met her before 
in the ' course of her duties as 
chairman of the Women's 
Association in the village. Her 
hair was cut short. and she 
abounded in vitality and 
OJJtimism. 

and scolded me all th~ -time. 
The heaviest work in the ·house 
Was mine, although half the 
time I Went around -without 
enough to eat. In the past, even 
though I never complained to 
anyone about my bitter life 
and blamed everything on fate, 
I Was always determined to 
keep on Jiving and not take 
the way out foJJowed by some 
girls, who committed suicide." 

"Comrade Chen, do you have 
some time? I'd like to have a 
talk with you," she said. 

I told her to sit down and 
te/J me what was on' her mind. 

When she· mentioned this 
Chang Kwang-Jai's face !brok~ 
into a brief smile. Continu­
ing, she said, "I've always 
been that way, determined. I 
remember how a few Years 
ago, during the famine, there 
Was absolutely nothing to eat 
in the village. So another 
girl and I went out one night 
and walked more than 10 miles 

"In your w0rk here you 
must already know a few 
things about me. I'm only 18 
but I've been married since 
last year. My husband is a 
?oy .of 14 and I've be~n in his 
family for three years. I didn't 
want to get married but what 
could I do? Ho could a girJ 
Protest in the old days?" 
Chang Kwang-Jai paused for 
a moment, looking quite 
mournful. 

to pick wild grass and roots 
in order to get something to 
eat. At that time both of us 
were only 15 but we refused 
to just sit and starve." Re­
counting this episode, the firm 
tones of the girl 's voice added 
to the impression I afready had 
of her-eharacter. 

('Because I Was a foster 
daughter-in-Jaw I was scarcely 
treated as a ·human ·being by 
my future-mothe1:-rn.'.'1aw. My 
Jot Was 7-> ditfe1~H~m many 
others. The old lady beat me 

"In the past, feudali:Jm was 
v ery strong in this area," 

Chang Kwang-lai told me. 
"Even 1ight after liberation it 
didn't vanish overnight. There-
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fore, when I became one of 
the first to try to break with 
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it by cutting my long pigtail 
off and joining the Winter 
Class to study, I met with-the 
laughter and a·buse of those 
who couldn't see a girl for 
anything but a drudge. I 
paid no attention to all this 
and in those early days of 
liberation many of the village 
girls Were afraid t.'.' be seen 
with me. 

longer I promised to give her 
some help. The next day I 
called on the mother-in-law to 
discuss Chang Kwang-lai'a 
divorce. 

"Even thoug,h I personally 
felt a little sad, and sometimes 
found it difficult ·not to cry, I 
kept urging them to find out 
about the new ways and to 
join the study class. About 
this, I never made any con­
cessions and today when I 
see how all the women have 
changed around me I know 
that I was righb. Today, wo­
men really are equal with 
men!" she paused and bowed.. 
her head with a sigh. " 

-... 
I half expected harsh op-

position but the only com­
plaints the ohf- women had was 
that her dau·ghter-in-Jaw had 
been disobedient. She also 
said that because the girl had 
not tended to her husband pr0-
perly th f!' 14-year old boy was 
too small for his age. 

After this, I told her about 
the government's new mar­
riage policy and tried to ex­
plain that the whole foster 
cfaughter-in-Jaw system must 
be aboJished. I also told her 
the now well-known story 
"Stolen Fruit is not Sweet," 
which has become almost a 
classic on the subject of forced 
child marriage. 

When I was finished the old 
woman took my hand and 
said: "Comrade, the fruit in 
my fami ly certainly is bitter. 
Even my son hasn't been very 
hapPy, I'm certainly willing 
to let her go." 

She looked up and said, "I 
really can't continue with my 
husband. I simply cannot live 
with him any longer. I know 
he's young, but he is my 
husband. He's too young to 
understand anything at all. 
I've been studying the New 
Marriage Law and I know 
that the system of a foster 
daughter-in-law is illegal. I 
know now that I have sufficient 
reason to divorce him, and I 
also know that I ca~ make a 
living by myself once I get 
away from the family." 

The details for the divorce 
took several days, afte1· wh~ch 
everything was settled and an 
agreement reached. Registra­
tion of their divorce was made 
with the district headquarters. 

After talking to her a while 
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I met both of t.hem on lheir 
way back to Chen Lu Kou 
after everything had bee'!. 
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settled. The young boy, who . 
had alwa.,s looked sullen and 
unhappy in the presence of his 
wife, seemed greatly relieved. 
In fact, on the way back to 
the village he bought some 
peanuts and gave t.hem to his 
fo11n er wife. 1 

The case of Chan&' Kwang-
lai set a .precedent in her 
village and similar foster 
daughter-in-law cases were 
settled soon after. By the 
time I left Chen Lu Kou, many 
women in the village were 
s inging the song "Freedom 
of Maniage." 

When Chang Kwang-lai saw 
me she was smiling. "Comrade 
Chen," she said, "Chairman 
Mao has really 1been good to 
us. From now on I can enjoy 
a free and happy life. Our 
country's marriage law must 
have saved thousands of girls 
who suffered the same fate I 
did. Today I can understand 
why so many of our liberated 
peasants are determined to do 
all 'they can to raise produc­
tion because t.hal's just how I 

·feel now!" / 
Wherever I went in the 

village after that, everyone 
told me the same thing: "Our 
new life is only possible be­
couse of the Communist Party 
and Chairman Mli'o!" 

"Now we have f ree mar­
riage, 

"! myself will choose my 
oum groom. 

"The gove1·nment has passed 
the marriage law, 

"We will be free and happy 
forev er." 

List.ening to these women, 
most of whom had been con­
sidered no better than slaves 
a short time before, I thought 
of the thousands of Chang 
Kwang-lais, who have been 
saved by the New Marriage 
Law and of the great role 
these emancipated women can 
now play in the building of a 
new society, 

f 
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A Country Church 

Since Liberation .. . Chang Jen-kai 

Q N January 18, 1951, the 
Baptist Church of Ipin, 

Szechuen, entered a new 
era. In accordance ' with a 
petition drawn up by the 
responsible members of the 
Baptist mission schools and 
hospitals, a meeting of 1,000 
J>ersons was convened at 
which these organizations, 
until then subsidized by funds 
from the United States, were 
taken from the supervision of 
missionaries and put into the 
hands of their Chinese mem­
bers for administration. 

Tl\e petition sprung from 
the patriotism of the people, 
their desire that philanthropic 
organizations should be under 
the direction of Chinese, and 
their realization that religion 
must be separated from educa­
tion. As a result .of t he meet­
ing, the Baptist kindergarten , 
primary, boys' and girls' 
schools, and the men's and 
women's hospitals, were re­
moved from church jurisdic­
tion. 

No longer dominated by t he 
m1ss1onaries, the CJ;tinese 
members now carry on all 
church ·work. Nine deacons 
help to manage church affairs, 
leaving the pastors free to 
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preach, promote>"- fellowship 
among church members, and 
attend to government-church 
relations. · Our gateman, not 
a church member, takes good 
care of l he building and 
church property. When he is 
absent on his political duties, 
his wife and children attend 
to his work. 

WE carry on our religious 
activities as usual, such 

as prayer meetings and other 
services, and Sunday school. 
Attendance at Sunday morn­
ing service averages 40, and 

.f.rom 30 to 40 children f1·0111 

five to 12 years of age 
attend Sunday school. In a 
word, two yea rs after libera­
tion, the sound of the church 
bell reaches the members' ears 
as clearly as it did !before. 

On Sunday evening we have 
a :;tudy group to discuss reli­
gious and other policies of the 
government. As for polit ical 
study, church members parti­
cipate in their own residents' 
discussion groups. In this 
way they keep abreast of poli­
tical and social changes. The 
patriotic compact drawn up by 
church members has been 
written on the white-washed 
wall inside the church. 
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In the city area, I visit my 
church members and their 
families at any time, and ,hold 
wedding and funeral services 
at their homes without hind­
rance. I have not yet been 
able to vis it our nearly 1,000 
rural members, because of the 
programs for land reform and 
r.uppression of reactionaries, 
which have kept the rural 
population very busy for the 
past several months. 

There is one great difference 
between the past and the pre­
sent : I no longer .preach in the 
teashops and the public park 
as I used . to. The Common 
Program, guaranteeing the 
freedom of r eligion, implies 
a lso the freedom to criticize 
re ligion. I , therefore, do 
not try to _Jorce" people 
to · listen by preaching in 
ordinary public gathering 
places. The question of self­
p ropagation cannot be solved 
in a day. 

AS the church no jcnger ac• 
cepts funds from the US 

we must now be self-support­
ing. W e have reduced the 
number of workers from six to 
three and grow vegetables on 
part of our church property. 
The government's exemption of 
the church and pastor's resid­
ence from land and property 
taxes, amounting to Y3,2b0,-
000 yearly, has been of great 
help. · I 
Off~ngs ar~ small, and 

as my family numbers seven 
members, I consulted with the 
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local United Front org!lniza­
tion. The upshot was that- I 
got a job teaching half-time 
in a middle school to supple­
ment my regular income, 
spending the rest of the time 
on church affairs. My wife is 
also planning to teach. 

Other churches have met the 
problems of self-support in 
different ways. An Inland 
Mission pastor, receiving a 
last sum of Y2,000,000 from 
abroad, used it to buy a sew­
ing mach ine for the church, 
with the app1oval of the 
authorities. In add ition to our 
chu rch and the Inland Mission 
church , there are three Cath­
olic churches in Ipin. These 
formerly owned farm land, 
using the r ental income to 
su,pport their hospitals and 
schools. This income was cut 
off with land reform, but they 
still owned much property in 
the city, which was not affect­
ed. They were reluctant to 
collect rents on t his for half 
a year, until the government 
urged them to do so. Now 
they use the 7,000 catties of 
rice monthly to carry on their 
religious work. 

MY experience has shown 
that nQ_ interference has 

been made in our religious ac· 
- tivities. For instance, we need­

ed a few Christmas trees last 
year from our old woodland, 
then in the hands of the · 
Peasants' Association. The 
Public Security Bureau. advis­
ed me to apply to the Peas.-
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ants' Association, which I did, 
and we got the trees. 

It has been our custom on 
Easter Sunday t<J hold a spe­
cial service and picnic a mile 
or so outside the city. Last 
year, as land reform was just 
then under way throughout 
the countryside, I applied to' 
the Public Security Bureau 
for •advicc about the wisdom 
of visiting our custo mary 
place. The Bu rea u saw no 
reason why we should not con­
tinue our custom, and even 
assigned two cadres to accom­
pany us in case any of the 
farmers should question what 
we were doing. And so we 
held ou r Easter service and 
enjoyed our picnic as usual. 

One Sunday, just before the 
Eervice, a large group of PLA 
·men came and asked to use 
the church for a meeting. I 
explained that this would in­
terfere with · our religious ob­
servances, and they left us in 
peace, holding their meeting 
in a nearby school. 
EARLY last year, just after 

we had our mass meeting . 
at which it was decided to 
separate the church from its 
affiliated educational and hos· 
pita! activities, we also had a 
re-registration of our church 
membership .. As we anticipat­
ed, thi;; resulted in a drop in 
membership. Those who •re­
gistered, the backbone of the 
11ew church, totaled 101 pe ·• 
sons.-

This decrease in church 
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membership is due to several 
causes. In the new society, 
id len'l!l;s and laziness are be­
coming things of the past. 
Everyone has work to do. For 
many, their work occupies 
them fully and a number of 
our old members have ·moved 
a~ay to bE nearer their work. 

Then . too, the campaign to 
suppress the reac~ionary, pseu­
do-religious society, I Kuan 
Tao, temporarily confused 
some people, who mistakenly 
identified this society with 
Christianity. This category 
consisted mainly of people 
who attended church but who 
were not members, although 
some actual church members 
were also confused over the 
issue. 

At the present stage of 
national reoonstruction, build­
i!1gs re in great,,demand by 
all organizations for meeting 
halls. Om big church, used 
only one or two days of the 
week for 1;elig ious services, is 
of course used by other groups 
f<>r meetings. This_ has caus­
ed some of the membe rs to 
grumble, but most of us real­
ize that this in no way inter­
feres with our religious act­
ivities. 

THE problems facing reli-
gion in new China will be 

bolved gradually and accord­
ing to the basically new so­
ciety that is emerging. The 
Christian religion in old China 
served as a means of imperial-
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ist aggression, and we can no 
longer tolerate this. We 
church members .must strive 

· to grasp the real meaning of 
this new era and carry out 
necessary reforms. In this 
wfy we cari meet the challenge 
facing the church today. 
'-I agree with Dryden L. 
Phelps, who said, in his book, 
Religion in the USSR, "China 
today faces the necessity of 
distinguishing between reli­
giOn worthy of survival be-

cause of its tremendous con­
tribution to the life of the 
nation and those myriad forms 
of traditional pseudo-religion 
which have grown up in 
Oriental soil or been import­
ed. These latter will be 
sloughed off like worn out 
clothes. But life-giving reli­
gion ... will be discovered by 
the Chinese pe<>ple to be 
essential . .. and its freP.dom 
to function is guaranteed by 
law." 

US Bed-Baits Own POW's 
THE US military and .Washini;:ton have taken prelimin­

, ary steps to red-bait Amencan POW's now in the 
hands of the Chinese and Koreans as soon as they are 
released. 

The story was disdosed in a UP dispatch on January 
2, which quoted tl;e Tokyo corresp<Jndent of the National 
B!·oadcasting Company as declaring: "Special officers 
are now reading all letters sent out of Communist camps 
by American prisone,rs. Before air-maili.{lg the letters to 
the POW's families in the US, these officers look for 
information in the letters, including any evidence that 
doughboys have succull)bed to the Communist line .... 

"The officers copy.(into individual files anything the 
GI prisoner writes hich may indicate that Communist 
indoctrination has taken effect. On the basis of these 
files, each released POW will 'be questioned .on his prison 
camp activity. , 

"Some of the US officers especially selected and train­
ed are now ready to interrogate our soldiers after they 
are released." • · · 

· The NBC correspondent further reported: "Each 
prisoner must reply whether theyoelieve what they wrote. 
. . • Before the GI prisoner will be allowed to leave 
Korea, he must s_i~_i;/a pledge. not to discuss with anyone 
classified ..asper;-3 his ~xperience."-
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Epic Documentary 
"Resist US Aggression and Aid Korea" has 

been acclaimed by record audiences throughout 
China as i\te best film of its kind produced to date 
in this country. 

The film covers the whole range of the Korean 
war, from the day when John Foster Dulles pored 
over a map in a trench on the 28th Parallel and 
pointed to the north, up to the beginning of the 
armistice talks at Kaisung last summer . . 

Some of the best shots: Chinese volunteers 
scaling a perpendicular cliff, hMding up ammuni 
tion and heavy mortars piece by piece on their 
backs-soldiers rescuing Korean civilians from 
houses fire-bombed by US planes-American 
POW's, dazed and dishevelled at the time of their 
capture, cheering and applauding fellow prison­
ers making peace speeches in a POW camp. 

Below.: In some sections of the front food and other supplies 
have to go on the backs of volunteers. 

* ./ 

Korean People's Army men and Chinese volunteers 
a sharp watch on one sector of the front. 
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INTERNATIONAL NOTES 

Japanese Troops in Korea 
OPEN admission of Japan's p_resent and ~uture role in K_~rea 

is found in a Reuter dispatch f1'()m Tok~ on Janua1~ 8. 
According to the news ,agency, "already there is m~ch spec~ila­
tion about extending Japan's contributi~ n. to the Umted Nat~~ns 
police action ." At the same time, "foreigners, wh~ have In e.d 
in Japan many years," believe that South Korea will need fo 1-
eign troops stationed there indefinitely and "they frequently say 
that the use of Japanese troops is the only answer." 

Describing the American military man's outlook, Reuter says 
they "frequently express themselves i~ favor of Jap.anese troops 
going to Korea. Remembering Japan s own ~c.cupat1on of Ko1ea 
for nearly 50 years unti l 1945, and her m1lttary successes in 

China American officers in Korea say: '1:'.:.t us have a few 
J:ipa;ese over here. They have really got good ideas on how 
to straighten out the Koreans and Chinese.'" . 

The British news agency also reports that there · 1s a stro~g 
schr.lol of foreign opinion in Japan which believes "Jap~n will 
make overtures to regain a footin"g- in her former terntor.1es. 
Such an overture could be an offer of troops to help the Umted 
Nations in Korea whether fighting ~as stopped 01· .. not:" . ,, 

Dealing with past participation 111 the Kiorean police a~t1on , 
Reuter discloses that "Japanese troops hiwe already been 111 t.he 
firing line. Ships with Japanese crews, including many form~r 
naval men, carried American troops to the lnche.n beaches in 

l!l50's amphibious landing near Seoul. Japanese ships and crews 
helped to evacuate supplies and equipment of the Ame1;can Tenth 
Corps from northeast Korea as the Chinese drove them towards 
the Japan sea in November and December 19.50 ." . 

/ Japanese participation in the Korean w'ar 1s ~commg more 
open. This is especially true, Reuter reports, with the ret~rn 
of the fii:st Japanese correspondents from Korea. A typical 
example was a recent :;hort story, pub lished as "ficticn'.' .i~ a 
popular Japanese magazine. It told of a young man Jo111111g 
"the army" the National Police Reserve Corps. 

"Bu.t ~vhat if he gets sent to Korea?" asked the anxiou s 
mothe1•. 
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"That would be good," said another. "If he serves three 
years he will get 60,000 yen (about US$150) ." 

Quoting another work of "fiction," which adds an anti­
American touch, R euter reports: "Th~re ls no danger of his 
getting killed if he fights like an American rather than a 
Japanese--just ~eeps on shooting lots of bullets and when that 
i ~ over keeps running away." 

'-• .. • 
~THE final act in the farce which saw AmP.rica "banning" the 

big business partners of the Japani:.se military in World 
War II , the Zaibatsu, is about to be concluded. All is forgiven 
and the Zaibatsu is back where it was before VJ-Day. 

On December 11, the Japanese government completed the 
drafti ng of the last of the bills which would clear the way for 
the return of Japan's former giant cartels, and sat back to wait 
for SCAP approval of the measures. 

The new bills will erase all restrictions on former Zaibatsu 
firm s. They will do away with the bans on the use of Zaibatsu 
trade marks and commercial brand names, cancel exis ti_ng re­
strictions on shares held by members of the Zai batsu families 
and directors and end the limitations on the number of top and 
medium level Zaibatsu e¥ecutives in a single firm, UP reported 
from Tokyo the day the Japanese government completed its 
draft for SCAP. / 

* • .. 
A UP report from Washington states that American officials 

have become convinced that Japan must undertake a rapid 
11rogram of building up its land army as soon as the "peace 
treaty" becomes effective "in order to take her proper role in 
the anti-Communist defense of the Pacific and Asia." 

Pointing out that ironically, it was the US, now the leading 
proponel)t of Japane e rearmament, which ins is ted tliat Ja'pan 
be completely stripped of her military potential at the end of 
the war, UP says that American officials' have become convinced 
tha t "their earlier attitude was somewhat naive.' ' However, 
these officials "now are confronted with the necessity of persuad­
ing their own allies, plus a considerable number of Japanese, 
the US waR wrong in 1 ~46 . " -

Faced with the large number of Japanese who are opposed 
to a rearmament program, J ohn Foster Dulles, master-mind of 
the Japanese "peac~{r ty," has laid down the word. According 
to UP, he has - Cf upon the Japanese people to "face hard 
realities and aban on their dreams of neutrality.'' 
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"Allies" Look at US in Korea 
A RECENTLY published book on the war in Korea, by the 

correspondent of the conservative London Daily Telegraph 
and Morning Post, serYes as further evidence of the crimes being 
committed in that country in the name of "fighting aggression." 

Although correspondent Reginald Thompson makes clear his 
pro-Allied sentiments, the facts cited in his book "Cry Koi;ea" 
constitute a document exposing American behavior in Korea. In 
it. Thompson reveals how 'flagrantly · inflated were the accounts 
of "exploits" of American troops which were fed to the outside 
world press by the military authorities. "From the outset," 
he writes, "these grandiose statements had been unreliable and 
grossly inaccurate. They now have become a joke ridiculed on 
both sides. Already many reports had proved on examination 
more than 90 percent wrong even in regard to such objects as 
tanks." ,,,-

Thompson also admits that greatly exaggerated · figures of 
"Chinese troops" were given out by military headquarters. Point­
ing to · the brutality and inhumanity of American troops, he ex­
presses contempt for American soldiers as fighting men · and 
states that they are "trigger happy" far from the front. 

Referring to the contemptuous attitude of American troops 
toward the people of Korea, the British correspondent writes : 
"I do not think it ever occurred to Am~icans that these Koreans 
were men, .women and children with homes, loves, hates and 
aspirations and often very great courage." 

From still another "ally" came harsh words for the Americans 
in Korea. Maltreatment of able-bodied &outh Koreans, who 
were drafted as soldiers or laborers by the Americans, has been 
too much even for Syngman Rhee's controlled press. 

US Planes Bomb POW Camp 
/ American planes bombed the No. 8 POW 

camp at Kangtong in North Korea on January 14. 
Ten prisoners were killed and 60 wounded. 

When the Chinese and Koreans handed over 
their list of "UN" POW's last December 18 they 
listed the location of all POW camps in North 
Korea. 
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able~~d~~v~%~~~e!\nt~ea~:~i~{a~e.w~ ~.~mi~ted editorially that 
eat at the front and f . zezs o not have enough to 
sad," and the A "o ten .. get s ick. Their .situation is extremely 
POW's or crimii:~~.1,;an s even flog them Just as they do to the 

The hatred of the South Kor a I 
torture of their able-bodied m ~ rk pe~p \for the dr~fting and 
reerts canied by the Inchon e~a~ly. a so as been disclosed in 

At the same tim e, Rhee's pa er h b 
the ebhing morale of the S ti P I{s ave een unable to conceal 

ou 1 orean troops A 
ent of the S eoul News admitted. " . . : . correspond-
matter how hard they (Rh , t. · It 15 entn ely useless, no 

,.democ racy and communi sm.ee l111 ~~ps) ~~·e enco~rage~ to hate 
at an earJ.y rlate Incid :y ~ mk of is gomg home 
con tantly. Mor~over t~:t~t~f bse.lf-1nfl1cted wounds take place 
creaser! with each pa;s in da:: :1 .o:. the self-wo~nd~d has in­
arm isticc negotiations." g • e ez ~ mce the beg111111ng of the 

THE NEWS IN BRIEF 
Oil Companies Busy 

DECEMBER was a b ' 
companie~ in . u}Y month for British and American oil 

Company s i ;1ed alnd~1: . On December 15 the Burmah Shell Oil 
oil . fi g n :i,.,1 cement with India to build a £16 500 000 

1 e nery near Bombay Th . . . • • 
generally fo llowed the lin~s f ~hag1eeme.nt, acco.rdmg to Reuter, 
Vacuum Oil Company of Neo y e·kone signed With t.hP. Standard 
£1" 500 000 . fi w 01 two weeks previously for a 

~, · 1 e nery a lso near Bombay M h'J ' 
;>orted, discu ssions were bein . · eanw 1 e, R eulc1· re-
Co111pany for the es tabJ' oh gt heflrl w1~h the American Caltex 
Indian coast. ' 1· men ° a third refinery on the East 

• • • • 
Training of Puppet Troops 

• HS~NHUA quotes a Tokyo report stating that the A " 
1n an effort fo k . . me11cans, 

accelerating th e trnini~: :r ~~ 0~0d Jth~ Korean losses, are 
~hek troops Four d ' · . f h' aipanese and Chiang Kai-. iv1 s1011s o t esc troops ar b . t . 
Okinawa and Chechu islat1d ' at th e . emg ramed on 
officers of Ridgway's~ead arters e southern tip of Korea by 
Japanese army troo · · ii:v.enty-five thousand ex-
i ~ Jands, it is report~d. 0,000 Kuommtang troops are on the 
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BOOKS OF - INTEREST 
KASHMIR AND THE CONS­

PIRACY AGAINST PEACE 
by Rajbatu Krishen. People's 
Publishing House Ltd., Bom­
bay, ro8 pages, Foreig11 Edition, 
five shillit1gs. ' 

THE location of Kashmir has made 
it a prize for Anglo -American 

imperialism, which aims lo use it as 
a war base against the Soviet Union 

' and China. 
.This short, but fact -packed volume, 

lays bare the Anglo -American machina­
tions against the freedom and peace "of 
Kashmir. Written by a young active 
worker in Kashmir 's national movement 
who has been closely connected with 
the battle for freedom ever ~ince the 
" Quit Kashmir '' struggle of 1946, the 
book traces the development of the 
Kashmir question after it was handed 
over lo the United Nations. 

The dispute, involving India and 
Pakistan, has been before the world 
since 1947 when, on October 22, thou ­
sands of Moslem tribesmen invaded 
Kashmir. The invaders were well-equip­
ped with Pakistan army suppl ies and 
commanded by the Bri tish. The Kashmir 
army, controlled by the Briti sh, fled. 
Under the leadership of the progressive 
National Conference, the common 
peop le ,,cf Kashmir appealed lo the 
Indian government for armed help 
against the invasion. As a condition, 
Kashmir provisionally acceded to the 
Indian Union, which was S1Jbject lo 
ratification by a democratic plebiscite. 

Immediately, the Bri tish and Ameri­
can press began to see " threats lo 
international peace" and India was 
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forced lo enter a complaint with the 
UN Security Council. This was the 
trap set for both Kashmir and India. 
In place of a settlement worked out 
by India and Pakistan themse lves, the 
Anglo-AmericaRs,, through their do­
mination of the Security Counci l, now 
could proceed . lo t ighten their grip 
over Kashmir. 

"They were now not only in a posi­
tion lo give their own verdict and lo 
take over Kashmir 'peacefully' where 
a forcible seizure had failed, but also 
in a position to widen the area of 
dispute between India and Pakistan in 
whatever direction they pleased, and, 
by playi ng one against the other, by pro­
longing the dispute indefinitely lo use 
Kashmir as a means lo dominate over 
both." This is exactly what happened 
11<1d the author cites official UN do­
cuments and quotes from Amer ican, 
Brit ish and Indian papers to prove the 
point. 

From the beginning, the Americans 
and th( British were out for a decision 
lo partition· Kashmir. However, th is 
could not be done immediately, and 
only after patient and persistent work 
could they come up with the announce­
ment, like Solomon: " Let India and 
Pak istan be given roughly equal por­
t ions of the sl ate. Whatever rema ins, 
the Valley or Gilgit or Skardu, (mili ~­

' l arily strategic areas- reviewer) we' ll 
lake unto ourselves." 

The story of UN action over Kashmir 
is not a pleasant one, of how the 
Security Counci I, under direct American 
and British manipulation, lied and 
schemed lo gel Kashmir. The pressure 
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brought lo bear on hesitant India, such 
as threats lo cut off her oil supplies, 
was heavy. Long before the partition 
proposal was formally announced, veiled 
and unvei led hints that i t was the 
""only solu t ion" could be gleaned from 
the Amer ican and Br it ish press. 

WH ILE th is book deals mainly with 
the efforts of the Americans and 

British lo parti t ion and steal Kasflmir 
for their own designs there is some-­
reference throughout lo the internal 
scene which affords the reader informa­
t ion about thi s li ttle-known but vitally 
important area. 

* * Wi th the 1944 nat iona l liberation 

Plan for Southeast Asia -THREE divisions of "allied forces reserve units are to 
be stationed in Singapore shortly," according to a 

Hsi1'ii1.J story from Peking dealing with US attempts to 
suppress the growing people's liberation movements in 
Southeast Asia. Plans were dra.wn up as far back µs 
September 12 by the US Defense Depa rtment, Britain 
and France. 

According to H sinhua, nin e army divisions and 15 
airforc~ groups wili make up lhe " reserve units." Ja.pan 
is· to suppl y three army divisions ; Kuomintang troops 
from. Taiwan, · two; France, two; and the US and Britain, 
one each . The Americans will organize 15 airforce groups 
of heavy born~~ pursui t .planes. 

By June or July 1952, an additional two Japanese 
divisions and one Filipino division will be added. This 
will be in accordance with the plan's provision to de­
crease the number of troops from Western countries and 
increase t hose from Asian countries. "The 'reserve units' 
are to be used according to the A~erican plan, in what 
it calls the most threatened areas in Southeast Asia, that 
is, against the people's liberation movements." 

The same dispatch repor~that more than 15,000 
Japanese so ldiers have already been incorporated in these 
units and will l;>e ~nt to Singapore on completion of basi~ 
training. ~ _} . 
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,.. 
movement as the base, progressive 
elements in Kashmir, under the leader­
ship of Sheikh Abdullah, had already 
embarked on a program of widespread 
land reform. And this, if implemented 
thoroughly and directly through popu­
lar/y-< lect1 tJ organs of the awakened 
peasantry, spelled disaster for the 
plans of the imperialists. Hence, the 
"aggression" and the. need to partition · 
Kashmir. 

Although the issue has 'still not 
been completely ?esolved, progressives 
In Kashmir are fully aware that t he 
Anglo-Americans have been helped 
in their intrigues not only by the 
reactionary and compromising po/;cies 
of both India and Pakistan, but equally 
by the failure of Kashmir 's leaders to 
solve the terrible economic and politi­
cal crisis fac ing their own people; by 
the failure of these leaders to keep 
their people and · the national movement 
un ited, the author points ·out. 

He also states that all honest anti­
imperialists and democrats in Kashmir 
realize that, given the correct economic, 
pol itica l and inner-organizational poli­
cies, a united national movement could 
have made Kashmir into another North 
Korea, where if the imperialists had 
dared to intervene t~y would, l ike the 
Americans in Korea, have met disaster. 
Unfortunately, in Kashmir, the people 's 
movement has received a seriou s set­
back during the last three years. Chief 
criticism of Mr. Krishen's book is that 
he ha~ not explained how th is setback 
came ~out. -

For the/people of Kashmir there is 
only one solution, the author finds, and 
that is to rebuild its democratic forces 
and beg in to move again as it did in 
1946 and 1947. The d~mocratic 
elements must. pledge themselves to 
fight resolutely against all ob~tac l es 
which prevent the rebu i ld ing of th is 
once-powerful people's movement. 
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LETTERS 
(Continued f•rom Page 116) 

to wage a new war. They do so in 
the hope of obtaining super profits, or 
pfundering other coun tr ies, espec ially 
those like the Sovie t Union and the 
New Democracies, where the peop le are 
in power. 

To satisfy their greed they would 
continue to enslave colonial peoples and 
for the same reasons they ordered their 
army to cross · the 38th Parallel in 
Korea, occupied China's Taiwan and 
advanced large armed forces to the 

EXPOSURE OF 
To the Editor: 

At a meeting of 2,000 Catholics 
and others held in Changsha, Father 
Druetto, ex -Act ing -Bishop of Chang­
sha and Catholic Mission Hospital 
head, was exposed as an imperia list 
age'11, I/ is crimes were:-

During the Sino-Japanese war, 
as head of the Catholic Mission 
Hospital of Changsha, he cooperated 
with local KMT army officials lo 
organize a "medical corps. " When 
Japanese planes bombed ihe city, 
however, this medical corps made 
no attempt to rescue and attend 
to the injured. Instead, Druetta 
used the official status of the me­
dical corps to exploit the people. 
When the Japanese approached 
Changsha, for instance, he seized 0 -

six boats to transport all the pro­
perty of his hospital as well as his 
own baggage. While in Changsha 
he also imposed a grain tax on the 
peasants of the surrounding coun­
trys ide, which they were forced to 
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Yalu River, threatening the security of 
China. It is plain that they would like 
to take the way that .was taken by 
the Japanese aggressors. 

reactionary KMT clique, higher educa­
tion was the privilege or a few. ~' 
now, 1n people's China, the gater_ of 
all un iversities and colleges are open.Log 

Dear friends, do · not let the im­
perial is ts deceive you. Those who call 
China " aggressor" are themselves 
aggressors. They "i.ould like to turn 
Wliit e into 'black in order to deceive 
their people into supporting a ruinous 
war. 

to everyone who wants to receive 11-
higher education, especially the workers 
and members of the minority races. 
The same applies to the middle schools. 

There are so many changes there is 
not space to wri te about them, for 
already we have thrown off the ., 
shackles of the past and beg in to see 
!lie outlines or the future. 

I as a student know what it means 
to live under a regime that works for 
the people, not for the profiteers. 
Before liberation, under the rule of the It is our earnest wish that the cease­

fire and armistice nego t iations in 

A "FRIEND" OF CHINA 
pay. He demanded cool ie labor to 
move his crops, and although the 
coolies worked very hard they were 
very badly treated. . 

After the liberation of South 
China, Druetta intensified ilfs acti­
vities, helping KMT spies and 
bandits, hiding weapons and inciting 
to riot. He concealed KMT soldiers 
in his house and falsified historical 
documents for them to deceive the 
people's government. One - of his 
loca l contacts, a bandit named Sun 
Chang-hwa, sent Druetta a pistol 
he had stolen from the Anking 
People's Government. 

Because of the vigilance of the 
people, however, Sun Chang-hwa 
was denounced and arrested by the 
Anking authorities, to whom he 
confessed the th&ft of the pistol 
and revealed that Druetta had other 
weapons and munitions concealed 
in his house. The Anking authcr<i­
t ies informed the Liu-young ~ov ~­
ment. The po/ice call Dr tto 
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and requested him to hand over 
any weapons in his possession. He 
tefused. 

As a las t resort the police sear­
ched Druetto's house and found 
four carbines, a revolver, !11ree 
bayonets, and 376 rounds of am­
munition hidden in his vegetable 
garden. In his room they dis­
covered a pistol, 30 rounds of am­
munition concealed in a big oil 
barrel, a parachute, helmets, four 
one-chambered pistols, (a mur­
derer's weapon), and other military 
equipment. A book on the techni­
que of radio operation and much 
US War Department l i terature also 
was discovered. 

Numerous other C•imes had been 
commi tted by Druetta during his 
20 years in China. 

After the meeting, Druetta was 
sent to the railway station and de­
ported. 

Changsha 
VEN HIGH-ZUN 

December 30, l 951. 
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Korea will speedily suceed and lhal 
·you may all soon return lo your homes 
and your dear ones. When you do so 
we hope that you will tell your fellow 
countrymen that lhe Chinese people 
want to be their friends. Let ·us unite 
t.o fight ou r common enemies the 
imperialists and the exploiters. 

Sian 
11/\NG CllUNG -TIEN 

January 10, 1952 

----. 
WOMAN'S LOT 
To the Editor: 

Due to the bad innuences of a cor­
rupt feudal system, Chinese women in 
the past were widely despised as well 
as cheated by l11c male in all walks 
of life. 

In the countryside, mothers we1·e 
often known to faint with horror when 
told that their new baby was a girl. 
Even in families which could afford lo 
keep their daught.,,s, the female was 
often . betrothed early and look up the 
position of "daughter-i n-law-to-be" in 
the family into which she was lo be 
married. Such "waiting daughter-i n­
laws" were often treated with the 
utmost harshness and in general led a 
dog's life. 

In the city, lhe femal e's plight was 
no better. Houses of prostitution were 
filled with the daughters of impoverished 
parents, or those who fled from un ­
bearab le to1tures inflicted by the 
mother-in-law, or by the husband. 

The fellJlle child, according to old 
custom, was not even permitted lo bow 
in the presence of Buddha al the Chin­
ese Lunar New Year, as Lu Hsun tells 
in his story "Bid Farewell to, the New 
Year." 

reconstruction on an equal foc1ting with 
men. 

The promulgation of the Marriage 
-Law and the closing . down by law of 

all houses of prostitution has set the 
example for ridding ourselves of the 
remnant s of the old unreasonable feudal 
attitudes and restoring women to their 
original respected standing. So an old 
proverb, "The river frozen for a thou­
sa nd years has melted" -is being quoted 
by women throughout the land. 

Shanghai 
. WANG SZE-LIANG 

Janua ry 18, 1952. 

NEW FORMAT 
To th~ Editor: 

Congratulations on the new format. 
The Review now has a much better 
appearance than before, and is more 
convenien t to read and carry. 

Why not fill in the gaps at the ends 
of stories and articles with small 
desig n and woodcuts? This wou ld 
add much to the appearance of the 
inside pages. 

I wish to add my endorsement to 
the Letter to Allied Troops in Korea. 
Anyone • looking at the American 
adventure in Korea objective ly must 
condemn the use of force against a 
nation struggling for freedom and 
independence. While the United States 
is feverishly planning another more 
IJorr. ' ~ orld -war, th P . 
China desire only to protect their 
newly-won independence and to work 

0 

for the peaceful recenstruction of their 
country. All of us must work to 
oppose the warmongers and further 
the cause of peace. 

BtJt now woman's position is funda­
mentally changed. Every woman has 
the right lo take part in natinoal 

FOREIGN READER 
Shanv1ai 
January J 5, 1952. 
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A story report 

Measuring New Clothes 
AS the weather got c1ilde1', 

- everybody needed some 

by Ma Pen 
Lus.v he cou ldn 't stop. Those 
ii; th e 1·illage who had never 
had a - tai lor befol'e asked him 
to th ei r houses. Everybody 
demanded the tailor. 

new clothes. The tailor, Chang 
Fu, had more than he coulrl 
do. lle worked at people's 
house~ during the day, and at 
night he took cloth home and 
Worked late by candlelight, 

As he himself sa id, he had 
been a tailor fo r more than I 0 
year~. but this year was a "big 
year." It seemed as if he had 
expected this long before. 
During the summer, when the 
rice was sp routing, he saj{f to 
his wife, "Ah, just look! l.ater 
on, there'll be morytai loring 
jobs than I can handle; we 
won't have to woiTy about 
lack of work. 

"Master Chang Fu, please 
make so me clothes for me," 
~a id Chang San. 

"This year, when the farm-
ers gather in their crops, a · 
picuJ will be a picuJ; and two 
piculs will be two picals­
they won't have to give the 
landlords any l'ent. And in 
addition, it's been a good year. 
with just enough rain, so 
everybody will have grain to 
spare; so won't they buy some 
cloth for one or two suits of 
new clothes?" 

Now his words have been 
proved up to the hilt. F,'rom 
the beginning o~f Septe 1ber, 
he went from doo to door, 
from one house to ·e next, so 

February 1952 

"A ll right, all right, as soon 
as I'm fl'ee, I'll come to you 
first !" El'e1·y day, the tailor 
ga1·e this sort of reply, but he 
cou ldn 't fix a definite day for 
going to a house. 

No niattel' whose house he 
went to, once he started work, 
it would be three or four 
day ·, 01· c1·en a ll'eek, before 
he cou ld get to the next one. 

* 
Q NE day, he went to Huang 

Ta-tou 's house to wol'k. 
This wa~ an extraordinary 
thing, next to impossible. Yet 
Huang Ta-tou, of all things, 
had- worJ.; for the tailor. Fo1· 
abo ut 3'0 yea1·s, Huang Ta­
tao hnd never had a single new 
gnrment; the whole family, 
six of them in all, lrnd never 
11·o l!f!- anything but clothing 
that had become all patches. 
This was the firs t time in . his 
whole life that h~ had asked 
th e tailor to come. 

The sun had not yet risen 

219 

f. 

I 

I 



above the hill when the tailor 
brought his scissors to 

· Huang's house. "Ah, Master 
Chang," Huang said, "you've 
really come at last! I thoug ht 

arrived from a long distance. 
Huang Ta-tou sat beside him 
on t he bench and they began 
to chat. 

you mi .1d1f have Jct me "Busy, eh?" said Huang 
down aga in. " 

"How you talk! I 
kn ew yo u were wa it­
ing, tha t 's why I ca me 
to work fo r you first." 

" Yes, I know, you're 
r ea ll y good • to us," ~ 

Ta-tou. 

"Can't keep up with 
it ; I~ve ohly got two 
hands," he said, 
stretching them out. 
"How can I do it all? 
This year every 

sa id Hu a ng Ta-tou, patting 
the ta ilor's thin shoul der. 

" I ' ll tell you, we call a 
ta ilor only once in a blue 
moon! If it wasn't for lib era­
tion, we s ure co uldn 't a s k 
an ybody like you to come 
here. Befo re, yo u hid your­
se lf in th e Ja ndJonJs' houses 
all yea r ro und, ma king this 
and tha t fo r th e ir so ns, wives 
a nd da ug hte rs-in -Ja w. You'd 
neve 1· thi nk of crossing our 
threshold, now would you '!" 

"Don' t ta lk a bo ut it le t 
bygones · be bygones !" mut­
tered the tailor. Stung by 
Hua ng Ta- tou's words, his 
fa ce reddened. In th e past, 
befoi ·e liberation, th e village 
tailors we re "monopolized" by 
the landl ords and rich peas­
a nts. What did th e poo r have 
to do with ta il ors ? 

• * 
THE tai lor s tepped inside 

a nd sa t down , whil e Huang 
Ta-tou offe1·ecl him a ciga ~tte 
and Huang's daugh ter -in-law 
brewed him so me tea , fo r a ll 
the world as if a g uest had 
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clo thes." 
fari1ily wants new 

Af ter chatt ing a while, the 
ta il or r ose to his feet. "Let's 
ge t to work. Anybody in your 
famil y. who wants me to ma ke 
clothes should come here now 
und be measured ." 

He opened his bundle, done 
up in cloth , co ntaining his 
sc isso rs, needles and yardstick. 
He stood, tap.ping his palm 
with the yardstick, and urged 
the m o huny and bring out 
the ir cloth . 

Hua ng Ta-t ou told his 
daughter-in-la w to bring out a 
big bundle of blue cloth. His 
grandson and granddaughter 
rus hed up to 'tli.e tailor. 

"Make me a padded coat! " 
" Measure me f :> r a shirt!" 
Maste 1· Cha ng measured 

each one in tm·n. According 
to his es tima te, he couldn 't 
f.ini sh the j ob before eight 
or ten days. He thought 
tG.----A imself " Huang Ta-tou's 
whole family has really been 
liberated!" 

tra11slated by Li11 Hsia11g-chow 

China Monthly Review 

A&o•e: Viet11am 
Pto~lt's A r m v 
h ?pt 1'11 forma­
liH. 

* 
Right: A 

y French troops 
Ho hn11e s11rre11-
lmd to VPA. 

Left: C(1airj 
ma,, Ho C/11-
mi11/1 e11tlmsia­
stically greeted 
by Vitmi11h 
National As­
sembly repre­
St!lllativt's. 



/ A paper cut-out calling for increased pro­
ductiou for the donation drive supporting • 
the Chinese volunteers in Korea. This was 
designed as '' decoration for a wall ne1vs­
paper. 

by Meng Hu<l-fe11g 

~ 
~ --
l 

l 
I 

REVIEW 11 
.. I 

j 

I 
NDRhFORM 

OIL F!ELDS 

._.. 

NEW MAN 
VILI .AGE 

f. • 

VICTORY IN -

VIET-NAM 


